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Gretna church giving away
The Constitutional Christian
By Dixon Cartwright
he Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI) of Gretna, La., also operating as God’s
Unchanging Word, has a new movie
out, available online and through
postal mail on DVD.
It’s The Constitutional
Christian:
Freedom by Divine Promise,
and it’s a professionally designed production featuring
CGMI pastor
Tom Kerry and
two non-COG
c e l e b r i t i e s , Tom Kerry
Mike Huckabee and David Barton.
Mr. Huckabee is a former governor
of Arkansas who has run for U.S.
president, and Mr. Barton is a historian and archivist who heads up an
organization called WallBuilders.
The movie lasts a little more than an
hour and includes Pastor Kerry interviewing Mr. Huckabee and Mr. Barton, who give their opinions about
whether the separation of church and
state is indeed a principle inherent and
intended in the founding of America.
All three men bemoan the phenomenon of what they say is the rewriting
of history by people including politicians and historians in a way that disparages God and Christian values in
the history of the country.
Speaking of the U.S. government,
Mr. Huckabee said he believes “the
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most dangerous government that you
could ever create was a government
that was centralized.”
The opposite of a centralized government as it applies to the United
States, he said, centers on local rights
including states, cities and individuals,
rather than the mix of politicians and
bureaucrats based in Washington, D.C.
Mr. Huckabee said he sees the U.S.
Constitution as inspired, although “not
inerrant and not infallible” as he believes is the Bible.
The proper purpose of government,
he continued, “is to make sure that
God-given rights are protected.”
He said that what he sees as “God
consciousness” in America “began to
dissipate in the 1960s.”
Yet he is not in favor of “injecting
religion” into the nation’s system of
government. Rather, he said, it’s simply a matter of “acknowledging the
existence of God.”
He listed three events that he says
marked the “beginning of removal of
God” from American affairs ca. 1925:
The repeal of Prohibition.
The Scopes so-called monkey
trial, pertaining to the teaching of Darwinian evolution.
Christians campaigning for Herbert Hoover for president.
In the case of the latter, when President Hoover was seen as causing the
Great Depression he, and his Christian supporters, were discredited.
To view or order (for free) the
video go to gucw.org or thecogmi.org.
Or write 1767 Stumpf Blvd., Gretna,
La. 70056, U.S.

Is Africa conference evidence of
fastest-growing Church of God?
Dr. Thiel, who was baptized in
1977, attended several years with
the Worldwide Church of God. Later
he began attending with the Living
Church of God, leaving it in 2012.
Dr. Thiel is overseeing pastor of the
Continuing Church of God, which
he founded in 2012.
By Bob Thiel
RROYO GRANDE, Calif.
—Nairobi, Kenya, was the
location for a Continuing
Church of God conference in Africa
early in 2017. This is the second
such conference we have had in
Africa (the first
one was in
2014).
Before the
conference,
Aleksandar
“Sasha” Veljic
of Uzice, Serbia, visited
brethren in
Kenya.
“I flew to Bob Thiel
Kenya with the
maximum allowable weight of two
checked bags, 50 pounds each, for a
total of 100 pounds,” Mr. Veljic said.
“The bags contained some clothes
and personal items, but mainly contained printed literature and seeds.”
He took 173,000 “heirloom, nonGMO [genetically modified organism] vegetable seeds” to assist some
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of the struggling Continuing Church
of God brethren in Kenya.
He also brought with him church
literature in several languages and
songbooks.
The Kenya conference
The Continuing COG conference
in Kenya officially ran Feb. 8-9.
We conducted lectures on a variety of topics, such as why the true
Church of God is all about love,
truth, the gospel of the Kingdom of
God, history, prophecy and reaching
people in various languages.
I also provided doctrinal training
and went over how the Continuing
Church of God differed from various Sabbath-keeping groups such as
the Seventh-day Adventists and the
Church of God 7th Day, and groups
whose leaders were once part of the
old Worldwide Church of God.
We also explained some of the
differences with Protestants, Mormons, the Eastern Orthodox and the
Catholics of Rome and answered
questions.
We also went over plans for
Africa and how we expect to reach
more people in Africa through literature, personal contact and the
Internet.
Conference in Nairobi
We had about 58 people attend our
conference in Nairobi. While the bulk
See CONTINUING, page 13
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Imperial coat of arms
NEW MUSEUM IN BIG SANDY—Ellis Stewart, president of the Big Sandy (Texas)
Museum Association and an elder in the United Church of God, stands by what appears to be a plaster-cast coat of arms that Mr. Stewart says was on display in an office
in Imperial Schools, the elementary and high school run by the Radio/Worldwide
Church of God on the Big Sandy Ambassador College campus from 1954 through
1974. See Mr. Stewart’s article about the new community-oriented Big Sandy Museum
on page 16 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photo By Dixon Cartwright]

JOURNAL plans to begin
listing contact information,
locations and dates of Feast
of Tabernacles observances for
2017 in next month’s issue.
If you haven't already, you're
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or
info@thejournal.org. Or fax it tollfree to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
Many observances this year will
fall from Oct. 4 through Oct. 12.
The Feast is eight full days, counting the last day, but falls on nine
days or partial days on the Gregorian calendar.
HE

Church pastor recalls the time he was fired
seven times during one meeting with his boss
As part of THE JOURNAL’s continuing series of historically significant
articles, the following is a report on
events involving WCG founder Herbert Armstrong and Amarillo Church
of God pastor Jeff Booth in 1980.
A version of this article appeared in
issue No. 44 of THE JOURNAL, dated
Sept. 30, 2000.
By Dixon Cartwright
MARILLO, Texas—Legend
has it that Jeff Booth, on his
way out of the Worldwide
Church of God, berated an aged and
ailing Herbert W. Armstrong for hours
on a sunny winter’s day 20 years
ago in Mr. Armstrong’s Tucson, Ariz.,
residence.
Mr. Booth, today [in 2000] the 52year-old pastor of the Christian Church
of God of Amarillo, is rumored to have
indulged in heated and disrespectful
verbal abuse of the then-87-year-old
Worldwide Church of God founder
because of Mr. Booth’s burgeoning
disenchantment with the WCG.
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But Mr. Booth tells a different
story. In interviews with THE JOURNAL
last year at the Feast of Tabernacles in
San Antonio, Texas, and only a few
days ago, he determined to set the
record straight about his famous (in
some Church of God circles) threehour meeting with Mr. Armstrong.
Fired seven times
It was January 1980. Not many
WCG members, even church pastors,
could muster the temerity to request an
appointment with Mr. Armstrong to
ask him anything, much less probing
questions about his opinions on pressing doctrinal questions of the time.
Though direct and to the point in
the interview, Mr. Booth says he was
never disrespectful, never raised his
voice and never asked any personal
questions, although the founder of the
WCG and Ambassador College did
“fire” Mr. Booth from his job as a
church pastor seven times over a span
of three hours and 20 minutes.

The Journal marks
20 years this month

T

HE JOURNAL, as of February 2017, has been publishing for 20 years. This newspaper’s Vol. 1, No.
1, came out in February 1997 one month after In
Transition, published by John Robinson, ceased publication with its January 1997 issue.
“Although In Transition was the inspiration for our
newspaper, we are not the same paper and not a continuation of In Transition,” said JOURNAL publisher Dixon
Cartwright.
“John decided to end his paper after two years, 199597, and I could not talk him out of discontinuing it. We
also could not come to an agreement by which I would
buy it or otherwise acquire it and keep it going. So when
he folded up shop in January of ’97 my wife, Linda, and
I began THE JOURNAL” in February of 1997.
“Hard to believe it’s been 20 years and, so far, 192
issues.” Mr. Cartwright said. “Time marches on.”

Access to Mr. Armstrong
“In the fall of 1979 I had made a
formal request to have a private meeting with Herbert Armstrong,” Mr.
Booth told THE JOURNAL.
At that time he served as pastor of
the WCG’s congregation in Amarillo.
At the Feast that year in Tucson, Ariz.,
Mr. Armstrong had announced that it
was simply not true, as was commonly believed, that WCG pastors had no
access to him as their employer. In
fact, Mr. Armstrong said, any pastor
could visit him anytime he liked.
The day after the Feast of ’79 Mr.
Booth made his request to see Mr.
Armstrong, although it was several
months before the pastor general
scheduled a time for the Amarillo pastor to come see him.
“The private meeting was at Mr.
Armstrong’s home in Tucson,” said
Mr. Booth. “I was accompanied on
the flight from Pasadena by Joe Tkach
Sr. and Dean Blackwell.”
Present in Tucson were Mr. ArmSee COG PASTOR, page 4

Dr. Meredith putting
his life in God’s hands

C

HARLOTTE, N.C.—The Living Church of
God’s Presiding Evangelist Roderick Meredith is
keeping busy praying, meditating, telephoning
and otherwise visiting with friends and family after his
recent diagnosis of cancer.
Dexter Wakefield, an LCG headquarters official, on
Feb. 23, 2017, referred THE JOURNAL to an online update about Dr. Meredith’s situation that read in part:
“Dr. Meredith is resting at home following a diagnosis of cancer. He is keeping in touch with Mr. [Gerald]
Weston and others at the office . . . He has decided not
to get caught up in various rounds of treatments that
may prolong life but not quality of life . . . He is putting
his life in God’s hands . . . He knows that God can heal
him, but he is realistic, knowing that he is 861⁄2 years
old . . . He is in good spirits and greatly appreciates
everyone’s prayers for God’s intervention in his life.”
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Letters from our readers
Profound thoughts
want to thank, most profusely, THE
JOURNAL for publishing Mr. Westby’s history with the church. [See
the interview with Ken Westby in
issue No. 190, dated Dec. 31, 2016.] It
was without a doubt the most profound and most thought-provoking
article I have ever read in THE JOURNAL, and that is saying a lot.
Having been called into God’s
church in 1963, living 30 years in
Pasadena and working at headquarters, I can now ask: How did we ever
survive those many years without
ending up in the loony bin?
Tears came to my eyes as I read the
story of “the rebellion” out loud to my
husband and of Mr. Westby’s desire
“to reacquaint people with the Book
—to pure Christianity before all the
corruptions were added—and present
that clean, bright, true revelation,
whose central core message is the
Kingdom of God.”
Personally, I never had the opportunity to meet Mr. Westby, and I am
sorry for that. He had “the heart,” as
the Bible says. He had the heart of
“give,” not “get.”
Thanks to you again, Dixon and
Linda Cartwright, for your many
years of service to us, the fractured
brethren.
Beverly Morris
Polson, Mont.
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God means business
I’ve just caught up on the last two
issues of THE JOURNAL, where you feature articles by Ken Westby and David
Antion about the events of ’74. [See
issues No. 190 and 191.]
While it’s easier to see in hindsight,
it appears to me that nothing would
have brought about those reforms at
that time because many of those
standing behind Herbert Armstrong in
“solidarity” when these two men entered the fourth floor were in fact there
because they had been intimidated to
toe the line.
Some, of course, were dyed-in-thewool intransigents like Roderick
Meredith.
I remember Raymond McNair relating to a few of us here in Auckland
how incredibly difficult it was to get
HWA to see reason over Pentecost and
how he volunteered to go and tell him
he had it wrong.
There was a group of evangelists
standing on the lawn under the HWA
offices and they were discussing what
they all knew, that Pentecost should
be on Sunday. “Who’s going to tell
him?” asked one, and Raymond McNair volunteered.
Garner Ted Armstrong said, “You
better wear your parachute because
you will be kicked off the fourth floor.”
Turns out, even though trying to be
as delicate as possible in broaching
the subject, HWA turned on him and
accused him of everything under the
sun including trying to take over the
church, disloyalty and so on, until
finally he (HWA) calmed down and
grudgingly admitted that maybe he
should take another look.
Fast-forward a few years and most
of these same men who said nothing
and didn’t stand for Ken Westby or
David Antion when they knew better
also left the church over other matters,
and the same tactics of isolation and
intimidation were applied to them.
This approach hasn’t changed
greatly since then: a little softer, perhaps slightly more tolerant, but at the
end of the day contrary views don’t
get a proper hearing in HWA’s offshoots nowadays either.
The culture that defines disagreement as disloyalty and I am right and
you are wrong is alive and kicking still.
HWA summed up this approach
when he claimed that God would keep
Satan around in flames as a reminder
to those in the Kingdom of God who
might think to rebel.
That they had better toe the line or
else throughout eternity and Satan
was the example. How many sum-

monses to HQ and witch-hunts like
this would that leave room for
throughout eternity if that was God’s
approach?
Yet, when you look at God, He is
prepared to let His creatures destroy
the whole system in order to thoroughly prove to them that they are
wrong.
Graeme McChesney
Auckland, New Zealand
Ken unable to respond
I would like to respond briefly to
Ray M. DeHart’s “The Virgin Birth &
Two Gods” article in THE JOURNAL,
page 9 of issue 191. In that article Mr.
DeHart takes Noel Rude and Ken
Westby to task at length for their articles in other JOURNAL issues. Since my
late friend Ken Westby is unable to
respond, perhaps I can be of some little assistance.
Mr. DeHart declares, without citing
a shred of support, that “very soon
now” (whatever the word soon is supposed to mean, soon having been
thoughtlessly corrupted over decades,
even to this very day, by certain pretentious prophets sending forth grandiose end-time schemes) the “God unit
will number 144,000 plus 2.”
(This precise God unit presumably

then, and Mary did not, indeed could not, consent to
such sexually lewd and
offensive acts without
inheriting grave legal
jeopardy.
According to the
Bible, applicable Jewish law clearly states that
persons taking part in evil
adulterous activities should
be stoned. The Law of
Betrothal was in effect at
the time: “If there is a betrothed virgin, and a man
meets her in the city and
lies with her, then you shall bring
them both out to the gate of that city,
and you shall stone them to death with
stones, the young woman because she
did not cry for help though she was in
the city, and the man because he violated his neighbor’s wife; so you shall
purge the evil from the midst of you”
(Deuteronomy 22:23-24 ff, RSV).
The betrothal had the legal force of
marriage (Matthew 1:18-19). No god
gets a pass on this one: Evil is evil.
The requirement: “The Holy Spirit
will come upon you; the power of
the Most High will “overshadow”
you” (Luke 1:35, RSV). Did the
“messenger” add “Do not resist; you
have no choice”?
Two points:
Isaiah 7 cannot be about Jesus
when virtually the entire context discusses a young woman as a sign to
King Ahaz, no one else.
The “proof” that the “virgin
birth” (and other implausible events)
occurred can be found only in the
Bible, which book (of faith) is mistakenly said to be “self-attesting” through
fallacious “circular” (begging-thequestion) reasoning: “The Bible is the
ultimate authority because the Bible
says it is the ultimate authority.”
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international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
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what doctrines do we have to get right
to be saved and what practices and
observances do we have to get correct
to be saved.
Years ago I concluded that we do
not have to get everything correct to
be saved. One can learn what we do
have to get correct by reading the
responses in Acts of Peter, Paul, Philip
and Silas when asked what must we
do to be saved.
Robert Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.
Murder and rebellion
A comment on the article about the
murder [in issue No. 191, dated Jan.
31, 2017]: Even though Stephen Allwine was charged with second-degree
murder, it sounds, from the evidence
of his allegedly trying to hire a hit man
and looking into the use of poisoning,
he (if guilty) was carrying out a firstdegree murder.
Dave Antion’s article on the 1974
rebellion [also in issue No. 191] is
quite interesting. I remember in late
1973 (having just gone out to Pasa-

‘Years ago I concluded that we do not have to get everything
correct to be saved. One can learn what we do have to get correct by
reading the responses in Acts of Peter, Paul, Philip and
Silas when asked what must we do to be saved.’
represents a restricted walled commune stocked with genuine high-level
familial God beings, with most of us
not in attendance.)
Mr. DeHart continues by embracing
an early vacant claim of Armstrongism: “That means we are Gods.”
Mr. DeHart refers to Genesis 1:26 in
support of his opinion that God (on par
with Trinitarianism personhood) is a
singular “unit,” while, oddly, at the same
time admitting that “us” and “our” are
plural and declaring that the same passage mysteriously proves “two Gods in
unity, as having always existed.”
He even argues that Jesus said as
much in John 10:30. But a careful
reading thereof reveals Mr. DeHart’s
gross error. (Others write of Genesis
1:26 as speaking “of the Creator-King
announcing his crowning work to the
members of his heavenly host”; see
the NIV Study Bible.)
Mr. DeHart’s inventive opinion for
the reason that “there is so much
scripture in the Old Testament showing God as a singular [being]” is not
because God was a singular being in
the minds of all those writers, but,
alas, in typical eisegetical allegiance,
“because it was not yet time to be
revealed that God was a unit.”
My question for Mr. DeHart: How
do you know that for a fact?
About the supposed “virgin birth,”
the Holy Spirit “came upon” (accosted)
Mary and some strange power “overshadowed” (dominated, elevated above)
the woman: euphemisms both.
Bottom line: Some god or other confronted Mary and got her pregnant
while she was someone else’s betrothed wife. That sounds like common rape!
Jewish women had few rights

Finally, Mr. DeHart’s problematical
word, in John 17:3, only (vs. one), as
found in “the only true God” phrase,
means: “alone, sole, without others or
anything further, exclusively, single,
solitary, solo,” irrespective of a timeframe; the Greek monos means sole or
single.”
If actually spoken by Jesus, the
phrase becomes an exclusionary declaration, dramatically emphasizing the
other side of the coin; i.e., that Jesus,
and all other humans, are excluded
(barred) as any sort of supernatural
God beings.
Thus, a single God being would be
“one” in a normal, coherent and sound
mathematical, exegetical, academic
sense: monotheistic. But two or more
Gods, multiple gods, as supported and
worshiped both by Trinitarians and
Binitarians, in a special god-raft or
not, would rightly be identified as
polytheistic in character—the practice
of which is appropriately defined as
anti-biblical polytheism.
The word true in the phrase suggests that false gods were afoot then,
and still are.
F. Paul Haney
Kensington, Conn.
Are all beliefs and practices
equally important?
Thank you for publishing the article on the interview with Ken Westby
in THE JOURNAL. [See issue No. 190
about Mr. Westby’s recollections of
events in the Worldwide Church of
God of 1974].
It is a long article filled with very
meaningful tidbits. Ken was open
minded on vital topics such as what is
the church and what beliefs and practices are required for salvation.
Like me, he asks questions like

dena after completing my master’s in
physics at UT) attending a service of
Al Carrozzo (HWA had just kicked
him out of the WCG) and several
services by Ernest Martin (who had
resigned) around the time it happened.
My brother Orlin and Aleta were
kicked out, and I submitted my resignation to the WCG.
I was grilled just before this by
Carson, who tried to talk me into staying in. As an AC employee, he died in
1988 because he refused medical
treatment when he had a heart attack.
Crockett Grabbe
Austin, Texas
Determine what has changed
As my Christian conscience and
opinions evolved over the years, I
concluded that the divisive doctrinal
issues people use to prove they are superior to others who use similar dogma to make similar claims should not
exist in a religion of unity.
It would seem one is correct and all
the others are mistaken or they are all
wrong.
At this point I am of the opinion we
all miss the mark when we are claiming superiority over others and crowing about it.
Therefore the next step is to remove all the doctrinal issues the differing Christian groups use to justify
their superiority to other Christian
groups from my concept of the Christian faith. One would think this removal would create an atmosphere for
peace and unity.
In case you cannot picture what I
ended up with: I ended up with Christ
crucified and resurrected by the loving
power of God and little else to base
my faith on.
Therefore, I find from Scripture, it
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Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

may not be that simple because Jesus
Christ, we are told, set us an example
to follow, and He was born and lived
many years under the Jewish law of
Moses and conformed to the authority
of those who sat in Moses’ seat.
I was born and raised in a very different social situation. Besides, we are
also told things changed from the time
of John the Baptist (Luke 16:16):
“The law and the prophets were
until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it.”
The word translated “presseth” here
is possibly Jesus referring to the religious leaders trying to stop the people
from following John and Him and the
difficulties this caused the people.
What we end up with is Jesus
teaching some social norms different
from those practiced in the religious
society He lived in.
It is up to each of us to determine
what has changed from the Old Covenant to the New Covenant.
Now we come to Romans 14. Here
we have Christians rejecting and condemning those who did not share their
opinions and conscience. Jesus admonished them for it: “What right do
you have to criticize someone else’s
servant?”
If Christians study Romans 14, I
cannot see how they will not be admonished for some of their doctrinal
rhetoric that is diversions from the
Truth rather than the Truth.
If someone comes from the store
and you ask him how much bananas
are and he says apples are a dollar a
pound, even if apples are a dollar a
pound did he tell you the truth?
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
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Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

Columns and commentary

I had a valid, positive spiritual AC experience
The writer is a professor in the Department of Religious Studies at the
University of North Carolina at Charlotte, where he is professor of Christian origins and ancient Judaism and
served as chairman for a decade.
His Ph.D. is from the University of
Chicago. He previously taught at the
University of
Notre Dame and
the College of
Wi l l i a m a n d
Mary.
Dr. Tabor has
combined his
work on ancient
texts with extensive field work in
archaeology in
Israel and Jor- James Tabor
dan. Since 2008
he has been codirector, sith Shimon
Gibson, of the Mount Zion excavation
in Jerusalem.
His publications include Things
Unutterable; A Noble Death; Why
Waco; The Jesus Dynasty; The Jesus
Discovery; and Paul and Jesus.
He is finishing a new book, The
Lost Mary: How the Jewish Mother of
Jesus Became the Virgin Queen of
Heaven.

See also a tribute to Garner Ted Armstrong, “ ‘The Voice’ Was My Greatest
Influence,” by Dr. Tabor in issue No. 80
of THE JOURNAL, dated Sept. 30, 2003.
Dr. Tabor blogs at jamestabor.com.
By James Tabor
HARLOTTE, N.C.—With reference to discussions about
remaining within the GCI
(Grace Communion International, formerly the Radio/Worldwide Church of
God) through its thoroughly radical
metamorphosis, I think so much depends on where one came from in initially being drawn to the teaching of
Herbert Armstrong.
I have in mind here the basic core
doctrines of the RCG/WCG, let’s say,
as represented by a close study of the
Correspondence Course as it was in
the 1960s and 1970s, and so many of
the basic “booklets” we all studied so
fervently.
Those who grew up in the RCG/
WCG likely have a very different perspective from those of us who were
once immersed in standard forms of
mainstream evangelical Christianity
and left it behind, often at great sacrifice of friends and family, because of
what we became convinced was the
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biblical/Hebraic orientation of Mr.
Armstrong’s basic perspective and
approach.
Challenging and transforming
I recall dozens of individuals my
age who were drawn to Mr. Armstrong and his teachings through the
World Tomorrow broadcast in the
1960s: listening in high school and
finding the experience challenging
and transforming.
This perspective would include
ideas such as the enduring validity of
the Teaching (Torah) and Prophets, in
contrast to a “Law vs. Grace” perspective Luther and others promulgated,
based on what I would consider a misreading of Galatians and Romans; the
hope of a literal “geopolitcal” Kingdom of God on earth, not in heaven, as
spoken of in the most concrete way by
all the Hebrew prophets; the understanding of Ephraim/Joseph and Judah in their distinctive historical and
prophetic roles; the essential value of
Sabbath and holy days as markers of a
biblical lifestyle and beacons of inspirational light on the past and future of
the Redemptive Plan; the human potential to “be as Elohim” and be part
See I EXPERIENCED, page 6

Five phrases help to recognize who you are
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.

of Sardis, Philadelphia and Laodicea.
James 1:22-25—The apostle
James wrote a section of Scripture that
contrasted the difference between
hearing and doing.
James 1:26—James continued by mentioning that
people deceive
themselves.
Psalm 51:13—Whenever we
perform bad deeds,
we can find forgiveness.

that the passions of our heart will determine how we spend our money.
2 Corinthians 9:7—Paul taught
that disciples should be cheerful
By Dave Havir
givers of their money.
IG SANDY, Texas—It is my
1 Peter 5:2-3—Peopinion that a major impediter taught that disciples
ment to emotional and spiritual
should be cheerful givgrowth is that we as people lie to ourers of their money and
selves about who we are. All of us
of their time.
John 10:10—
face denial about aspects of our lives.
Jesus contrasted the
To help you break through your
passion of the enepersonal denial and to recognize who
my to steal, kill
you are, I want to share five ways in
and destroy with
which you can examine yourself.
What you think
His passion to
and feel
What you eat
give life.
Consider the phrase
Consider the phrase “You are what
Hebrews 12:15—The
“You are what you think
you eat.”
book of Hebrews warned against a
Before we discuss principles of and feel.”
root of bitterness (negative passion)
Many Bible students are aware that consuming a person's life.
food and drink in the Bible, let us acknowledge a truth: What a person eats a concept mentioned in the book of
Matthew 6:33—Christ taught
and drinks should not take a higher Proverbs is also taught in the fields of disciples to have positive passion
priority than God intended.
psychology and philosophy.
for the Kingdom and for God’s righRomans 14:17—The Kingdom
Proverbs 23:7—“For as he thinks teousness.
of God is not food and drink.
in his heart, so is he.”
Matthew 13:44—Christ taught
1 Corinthians 8:8—People are not
While there are valuable ideas writ- that disciples should view the Kingbetter than other people based on what ten in many books to substantiate the dom as discovered treasure.
they eat and drink.
Matthew
Having estab13:45-46—Christ
lished that truth,
taught that discinow let's notice some It is generally a liberating moment when ples should view
scriptures about
the Kingdom as
people realize the power of choice.
food and water.
a pearl of great
Genesis 41:
price.
47, 49—Joseph gathWhat you choose
ered grain in preparation for a major drought.
Consider the phrase “You are what
words of this proverb, let’s notice a
Deuteronomy 14:26—The people few Bible passages that add insight to you choose.”
were encouraged to look forward to this proverb.
It is generally a liberating moment
eating oxen and sheep on the feast days.
Mark 7:20-23—Evil comes from when people realize the power of
Daniel 1:12-14—Daniel recom- within a person and defiles that person. choice. Choosing a frame of mind and
Matthew 5:21-22—Christ taught a course of action are important when
mended at that time that the servants of
the king eat vegetables and drink water. that improper anger is a sin that occurs making decisions in this life.
Luke 24:42-43—Jesus ate fish before the act of murder.
Not only is the power of choice
and honeycomb with His disciples.
Matthew 5:27-30—Christ taught important before making a decision, it
John 21:9-10—Jesus ate fish and that lust is a sin that occurs before the is vital in dealing with the consebread with His disciples.
act of adultery.
quences (good or bad) of the decision.
Proverbs 3:3—Write mercy and Each individual must learn how to
What you do
truth on the tablets of your heart.
deal with success and failure.
Consider the phrase “You are what
Proverbs 7:1-3—Write wise words
Let’s notice a few examples that the
you do.”
of the tablet of your heart.
Bible gives about choosing.
Notice verses that show how God
Deuteronomy 30:11-20—God
What you love and hate
views the actions of disciples.
encouraged the people to choose life
Consider the phrase “You are what and blessing.
1 Peter 1:17—People are judged
you love and hate.”
according to their deeds.
Proverbs 28:13—The book of
Many authors describe a principle Proverbs encouraged people to choose
Revelation 2:2, 9, 13, 19—Christ
said He knew the deeds of the congre- of success as following your “pas- repentance.
gations of Ephesus, Smyrna, Perga- sion.” Notice a few verses about pasMatthew 5:3-12—Jesus encoursion, both positive passion and nega- aged people to choose blessings.
mos and Thyatira.
Revelation 3:1, 8, 15—Christ said tive passion.
Matthew 6:22-23—Jesus enHe knew the deeds of the congregations
Matthew 6:21—Christ taught couraged people to choose light.

B

Don’t tell God how strong the storm is.
Tell the storm how strong God is.

Don’t underestimate
the impact of one person
The writer, a longtime Church of
God member, posts regularly at
morningcompanion.blogspot.com.
By Lenny Cacchio
EE’S SUMMIT, Mo.—At
first glance, an event recorded in John 12 and an event
recorded in Mark 14 appear to be the
same event. A deeper reading, however, reveals
some striking
differences.
In John 12:
1-8, the event
takes place six
days before
Passover. In
Mark 14:1-9, it
happens two
days before the
Passover.
John 12 takes Lenny Cacchio
place in Lazarus’s house. Mark 14
occurs in the house of Simon the
Leper.
In John 12, the woman anoints
Jesus’ feet. In Mark 14, Mary pours
the ointment over His head.
In John 12, only Judas complains
about the wasting of a valuable com-

L

modity. In Mark 14, many of the disciples complain.
These differences could indicate
one of two things. Either John contradicts the accounts given by Mark
and Matthew (Matthew 26), or these
are two different events that occur
only a few days apart.
A historic week
If these are two separate events,
they illustrate the impact one person
can have on the attitude of the
whole. These two events take place
during the week before Jesus’ death
and resurrection.
Among the disciples tension is
high as messianic expectations are
filling Jerusalem, and Jesus seems to
be right in the middle of them.
In both Mark and John, Jesus
bursts the messianic bubble by talking about His own burial rather
than a triumphant entry into Jerusalem and driving out the occupying
Romans.
By this time, Judas (wrapped in
the roots of bitterness and in the
grasp of greed) blusters out the accusatory question: “Why wasn’t this
See ATTITUDES CAN, page 16

How involved is the
Vatican in U.S. politics?
The writer, a longtime Church of
God member, is responsible for a
public outreach program called The
United States and Britain in Prophecy. See also us-britishfuture.com.
By Brian Harris
CEANSIDE, Calif. -- Much
has been made of alleged
Russian hacking of the
Democratic
National
Committee
during the November 2016
U.S. elections.
Hillary
Clinton claims
the supposed
hacking weakened her chances of winning,
because as sec- Brian Harris
retary of state
she had complained when Vladimir
Putin took unfair advantage in past
Russian elections.
Nothing has been mentioned regarding the head of the Vatican’s
involvement during the American

O

election, when the pope openly
attacked Donald Trump by name
and condemned his policies. In doing so he signaled to the 72 million
Roman Catholics in America not to
vote for this Protestant candidate,
working to influence American voters and the outcome of the election.
This interference in the election of
the next president of the United
States was no doubt done to favor the
several Roman Catholics contending
for the nomination, running against
the leading Republican candidate.
Why the Catholic disproportion?
In 2016 Catholics held three of
the four highest government offices
and many more of the top positions
in the United States, including the
vice presidency, the secretary of
state and the last two speaker-of-thehouse positions.
Before speaker Boehner retired
he stated that he “had worked for the
past 20 years to have the pope
address the U.S. Congress” and retired the following week, mission
accomplished.
See EUROPE, page 13
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COG pastor remembers exit interview with his employer
Continued from page 1

strong, Mr. Booth, Mr. Tkach, Mr.
Blackwell and Henry Cornwall, an
aide to Mr. Armstrong. Also present in
the house, but not in the meeting, was
Mr. Armstrong’s wife, Ramona.
The meeting took place one year
after the State of California had asked
a California court to place the Pasadena, Calif., property belonging to the
Worldwide Church of God, including
Ambassador College, into “receivership” until questions of legality concerning certain financial matters had
time to be resolved.
The state acted in January 1979. It
wasn’t long after that that Mr. Armstrong, in an effort to distance himself
from the proceedings and to preclude
his having to testify in court, removed
himself from California and set up
housekeeping with his wife in Tucson.
Primacy of Peter
Mr. Booth took advantage of Mr.
Armstrong’s implied invitation to
WCG pastors to meet with him because he wanted to ask him questions
about some matters that were troubling him, one of which was the new
(for the WCG) doctrine of the “primacy of Peter.”
“I actually had two reasons for
going out there,” Mr. Booth said. “The
first was to determine whether my
concerns about Mr. Armstrong were
true or whether Stanley Radar was the
culprit that so many in the ministry
were making him out to be. There
were rumors that Stanley Radar was
manipulating and controlling Mr.
Armstrong, and if that were the case
then I would have done whatever I
could have to help Mr. Armstrong.”
In those days, in some WCG members’ view, Mr. Rader, a longtime
church employee and Ambassador
faculty member, had grown close to
Mr. Armstrong and was seen by some
as a bad influence on him.
Mr. Rader did not become a member of the Worldwide Church of God
until sometime in the late ’70s, when
Mr. Armstrong reportedly baptized
him in a bathtub in a hotel in Hong
Kong.
Then, in 1979 at the Feast, he and
several other men were ordained or
raised in ministerial rank, in Mr. Rader’s case to “evangelist.” Mr. Rader
skipped the lower ranks of deacon,
local elder, preaching elder and pastor
(the rank of pastor, not to be confused
with the position of church pastor).
Many members of the church fully
supported Mr. Rader in his influence
and responsibilities. Mr. Armstrong
lauded him in many public pronouncements and openly criticized
those who did not. Some who were
too vocal in their criticism of Mr.
Rader were terminated and even disfellowshipped.
In January 1980 Mr. Booth didn’t
know what to think. Was Stanley
Rader a modern-day Rasputin to Mr.
Armstrong’s Nicholas II? Was Mr.
Armstrong a prisoner in one of his
own homes? Or were Mr. Armstrong’s
words and deeds his and his alone?
“Whatever the case,” said Mr.
Booth, “I wanted to do what Jesus
said, to go to him as a brother, look
him in the eyes and ask him why so
many unacceptable practices and
teachings were creeping into the
WCG. Then, if Mr. Armstrong was
the one initiating and/or approving
these teachings and practices, I felt it
was my Christ-directed duty to resign
with an explanation as to why I could
no longer work for or support him.”
Troubling events
Mr. Booth had served the WCG as
an employee since 1970 and an elder
since 1971, when he graduated from
the Big Sandy campus of Ambassador. He and his new wife, the former
Linda Shaklee of Olympia, Wash.,
moved to West Texas. Over the years
they served congregations in Odessa,
Abilene, Lubbock and Amarillo,
Texas, and Liberal, Kan.
In 1973 he became pastor in Ama-

rillo and remained in that capacity for
seven years, until his memorable
meeting with the WCG pastor general.
By the time he took Mr. Armstrong
up on his offer to meet with any WCG
pastor, Mr. Booth found himself troubled by certain events in the church
and certain decisions of Mr. Armstrong’s.
Some of the decisions involved
church teachings, even though Mr.
Booth agreed with many of those early
doctrinal changes. But the reasons for
the changes, he said, bothered him
more than the changes themselves.
“I felt that many of the changes
were good. Matter of fact, most of our
changes were good. But the changes—including those affecting women’s cosmetics and divorce and remarriage—seemed to happen only if they
were something Mr. Armstrong himself wanted to do for personal reasons
or for his new wife-to-be.
“When Mr. Armstrong wanted to
change a doctrine, he simply changed
it. I think there should have been more
of a deliberate process. The ministry
should have been more involved in the
doctrinal discussions and decisions.”
One doctrine in particular was a
problem with Mr. Booth, and it mattered little how it had come into being.
The doctrine was the so-called primacy-of-Peter teaching: that the apostle
Peter was the first in a line of chief
apostles from the 1st century to Mr.
Armstrong. By 1980 Mr. Armstrong
for several years had referred to himself as “an apostle” and “chief apostle” and even “God’s apostle.”
“In the course of the three hours and
20 minutes we discussed a number of
things, one of the primary ones being
the primacy of Peter,” said Mr. Booth.
“Mr. Armstrong went into a discussion
about having received direct revelation from God Himself of all the truth
that he held and stated that he had
learned nothing from any man.”
Close but no cigar
Mr. Booth was taken aback by Mr.
Armstrong’s declaration that no man
had ever taught him anything. So he
asked him: “Did you not learn many
of your truths from the Church of God
7th Day?”
“Mr. Armstrong got rather angry
when I asked this and told me that, no,
he had learned nothing from them. He
was merely trying [in the 1930s] to
teach leaders of that church the truths
that had been revealed to him, and
they refused to accept the truth he was

discussion was “instructional” and
“enlightening” to him.)
“He got quite angry and told me
they never were the church,” said Mr.
Booth. “They merely were the closest
thing to the church. When they rejected the truth he tried to reveal to them,
then he had nothing more to do with
them. He said: ‘I tried to teach them
the truth God revealed to me, but they

Worldwide Church of God.
During the conversation Mr. Armstrong terminated Mr. Booth’s employment a total of seven times.
But, instead of walking out after a
firing, he would ask Mr. Armstrong
another question, at which time Mr.
Armstrong would get interested in
replying to it, and the conversation
would continue.

MEETING WITH MR. ARMSTRONG—Jeff Booth (right photo) requested a meeting with Herbert W. Armstrong (right in left photo) in 1980 to ask
the Worldwide Church of God pastor general about the WCG’s doctrine
that came to be known as the “primacy of Peter.” Mr. Booth had heard
rumors that Stanley Rader (left in left photo) was somehow manipulating
Mr. Armstrong regarding church doctrines. Mr. Booth concluded that such
was not the case. Read the article beginning on page 1 for details. (The
right photo shows Mr. Booth in July 2000; the left shows Mr. Rader and Mr.
Armstrong in the 1970s.)

wouldn’t accept it. I was never a part
of their organization.’ He said he had
never worked for them and had never
been paid a dime by them.”
So Mr. Booth asked him about pictures of ministerial credentials he had
seen that showed he was ordained by
the “Oregon Conference of The Church
of God” in June 1931.
“I had also seen photocopies of canceled checks written to and endorsed
by Mr. Armstrong, showing that Mr.
Armstrong had indeed worked for the
Church of God 7th Day. So I brought
this up, and it made him quite angry.
After he calmed down a little, then I
asked him what was this truth they
were rejecting.”
Rejecting teaching
Mr. Armstrong said the Church of
God 7th Day rejected the teaching of
the identity of Israel: that the United
States and Britain and certain other

Never on Monday
Besides making “startling comments” regarding the primacy of Peter,
Mr. Armstrong talked about the dating
of the yearly Pentecost observance and
how it related to the chief-apostle, or
primacy-of-Peter, discussion.
Mr. Armstrong had recently changed
the WCG’s observance of the Day of
Pentecost to a Sunday each year,
whereas for years the WCG had
always observed it on the Monday 49
days after a weekly Sabbath in or near
the Days of Unleavened Bread.
“You know, we recently changed
the Day of Pentecost from Monday to
Sunday as far as our observance,” Mr.
Armstrong told Mr. Booth. “The Day
of Pentecost is now on Sunday. But,
since I had made the decision to observe Pentecost on Monday, for years
the Day of Pentecost was actually on
Monday.”

Mr. Booth was taken aback when Mr. Armstrong said no
man had ever taught him anything. So he asked, ‘Did you not
learn many of your truths from the Church of God 7th Day?’
trying to teach them.”
“Therefore he felt he couldn’t work
with them any longer because they
were not teachable.”
Although it has been 20 years since
Mr. Booth’s meeting with Mr. Armstrong, who died in 1986, Mr. Booth
can “still see him getting quite red in
the face” when talking about the
Church of God 7th Day.
Mr. Booth reminded Mr. Armstrong that he had repeatedly, over the
years, referred to the CG7 as the
“Sardis era” of the church (a reference
to one of the congregations of Revelation 2 and 3).
“Therefore, Mr. Armstrong, wouldn’t
it be logical to presume that truth was
handed down from generation to generation of the church, starting with the
apostles right on down to the ministers
today?”
At that point Mr. Armstrong informed Mr. Booth that members of the
Church of God 7th Day were not true
Christians. He said the Church of God
7th Day was not the true church, just
the closest thing he could find to the
true church. (Mr. Booth said that Mr.
Blackwell commented to Mr. Tkach
after the meeting that this part of the

nations are the modern descendants of
the 10 lost tribes.
“I said, ‘Well, Mr. Armstrong, did
you not learn your understanding
about the identity of Israel from J.H.
Allen?’ ”
Mr. Allen was a Methodist preacher who early in the 20th century wrote
a book espousing British-Israelism.
“Mr. Armstrong again got quite angry and informed me that, no, he did
not learn anything about Israel from
J.H. Allen.”
Mr. Booth pressed the point: “Mr.
Armstrong, I read J.H. Allen’s book,
Judah’s Sceptre and Joseph’s Birthright, and then I immediately reread
your United States & British Commonwealth in Prophecy, and I saw
whole sections that were nearly identical in the two books. J.H. Allen’s
book was written in 1917, and yours
was written in the 1960s.
“Since clearly entire sections are
nearly word for word, I have to assume that’s where you got the information. I don’t see a problem with
learning from others, but shouldn’t
they be given their due?”
At that point Mr. Armstrong
fired Mr. Booth as an employee of the

Mr. Armstrong explained his reasoning: He, as chief apostle, had the
power to bind and loose. “Whatever I
bind is bound in heaven, and whatever
I loose is loosed in heaven,” Mr.
Booth quoted him as saying.
“In other words,” Mr. Booth told
THE JOURNAL, “he could be right even
when he was wrong.
“So I asked him a question: Are
you telling me that you can bind God
to error?
“Mr. Armstrong got quite angry
again and repeated to me that he had
the keys to bind and loose and that
whatever was bound on earth was
bound in heaven. Then he fired me
again because he said I had no right to
question him.”
Mr. Booth admits he cannot remember the precise seven points during the conversation when he was
fired, because he was not overly concerned about being terminated since
he was prepared to resign if his concerns and suspicions were confirmed.
“And they were,” he told THE JOURNAL. “In spades.”
On the other hand, Mr. Booth cites
as evidence that he was never disrespectful that if he had been imperti-

nent he is sure Mr. Armstrong would
have disfellowshipped him on the
spot. But that never happened.
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Booth why
someone else in the room did not
escort him out of Mr. Armstrong’s
presence at the time of one of the early
firings.
“Well, Mr. Blackwell and Mr.
Tkach were apparently petrified,” he
said. “I think they were fearing not
only for their jobs but for their lives at
this point and didn’t want to be caught
up in Mr. Armstrong’s maelstrom.
“During the meeting Henry Cornwall said nothing and remained in the
background, Dean Blackball made
two statements, and Joe Tkach made
one statement. The conversation was
truly between Mr. Armstrong and me.
After a burst of anger and a termination, I would just launch into another
question, and, of course, that would
cause Mr. Armstrong to launch into
another explanation.”
A rose is a rose
Although Mr. Booth says he never
raised his voice, even when asking the
hard questions, Mr. Armstrong was
sometimes so exasperated that he
called Mr. Booth names.
“He called me a nothing. He called
me a nobody. He said what right did I
have to question him on anything.
Those are direct quotes. I can remember them very clearly.”
Then Mr. Armstrong asked Mr.
Booth if he believed he (Mr. Armstrong) was an apostle.
“Trying to prolong the interview, I
had to figure out how I was going to
answer that question. So I answered it
with a question. I said, ‘How exactly
does one know an apostle when one
sees one? How would I know and recognize an apostle?’ ”
Mr. Armstrong then talked about
“fruit” and “the end-time work” and
“some more about God’s divine revelation to him and all the things that he
had accomplished. All of this was
proof in his eyes.”
Mr. Booth asked him which apostle
passed the baton on to him in the
1930s.
“He said there were some gaps,”
said Mr. Booth, “and one of the gaps
was apparently the Church of God 7th
Day.”
Mr. Booth said to Mr. Armstrong
that, if the CG7 were not part of the
Church of God, then where was the
Church of God in the ’30s?
“He just said it was himself. He
was the church, and he was just trying
to bring the Church of God 7th Day
along.”
Mr. Armstrong, said Mr. Booth, believed not only that he was God’s
apostle but that he was the latest in a
line of God’s representatives with the
title “Peter.”
“When we were discussing the primacy of Peter,” remembers Mr.
Booth, “he said, ‘Young man, you
may not know this but Peter is a title,
not a name.’ It was a title given to
Simon and a title that means the Peter.
The title, and the keys, passed from
chief apostle to chief apostle, from
Peter to Peter. Each chief apostle was
the new Peter. He said, ‘Now I am the
chief apostle, and I am the Peter.’ ”
Later in the conversation Mr. Armstrong asked Mr. Booth if someone
had sent him on an errand. Specifically, did Mr. Armstrong’s son, Garner
Ted Armstrong of Tyler, Texas, send
Mr. Booth to Tucson to ask all these
irritating questions?
“I informed Mr. Armstrong that I
had not been in contact with his son.
I had not spoken with Garner Ted
Armstrong since Ted’s departure
from the Worldwide [in 1978]. I had
not been in contact with him, and I
was not a supporter of Garner Ted
Armstrong.”
The seventh firing
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Booth if he
had asked Mr. Armstrong about Mr.
Rader.
See PASTOR QUESTIONED, page 5
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Pastor questioned Mr. Armstrong on the ‘primacy of Peter’
Continued from page 4

“No, we did not discuss Stanley
Rader. My purpose was not to discuss
Mr. Rader, only to see if the Worldwide’s actions, pronouncements and
decisions were actually coming from
Mr. Armstrong. I was especially concerned about the primacy of Peter, and
I wanted to hear Mr. Armstrong’s
view myself.”
After the seventh firing Mr. Booth
realized he had brought up everything
he had wanted to ask, so he thanked Mr.
Armstrong for his time, shook hands
with him and left, with Mr. Blackwell
and Mr. Tkach close on his heels.
“It was all very cordial, except for
the moments when he’d get angry
and then he’d fire me. But then he
would calm down, and we would
converse some more. He’d get angry
again, but he’d get over it. It was not
a constant tirade.”
Throughout the meeting Mr. Armstrong was “very coherent, very clear,
very sharp. I didn’t see somebody
who was controlled by Stanley Rader
or anybody else. I didn’t see some
doddering old man.
“I just saw somebody who was taking upon himself the mantle of Peter
and who thought he had the keys to
bind and loose. I could not accept that
he was the Peter.”
Mr. Booth, Mr. Tkach and Mr. Blackwell boarded a flight back to church
headquarters in Pasadena. On the trip
back Mr. Tkach, then director of ministerial services for the WCG, asked
Mr. Blackwell to exchange seats with
him so he could sit next to Mr. Booth
for the short trip back to Southern
California.
“We had a very pleasant conversation, and on the flight home Joe Tkach
offered me my job back.”
Mr. Booth didn’t respond to the
offer. “I just looked at him like did
you not hear any of that conversation?
Were you in attendance at the same
meeting I was? I felt it wasn’t worthy
of a response. But he did offer me my
job back.”
Back home in Texas
After the flight from Pasadena back
home to Amarillo, life for Jeff and
Linda Booth got a little hectic. Members of the local congregation began
immediately to telephone them to ask
them about Mr. Booth’s meeting with
Mr. Armstrong.
“I had never mentioned to the congregation the concerns that I wanted
to ask Mr. Armstrong about,” Mr.
Booth said. “I had felt that to inform
the congregation of my feelings before I determined the situation with
Mr. Armstrong would have been unethical. As long as I was employed by
the Worldwide, I would support the
Worldwide and its leadership. So the
members in Amarillo assumed that I
had a pleasant time in Tucson and
were anxious to hear all about it.”
When the first church members
phoned Mr. Booth to ask about the
trip, he invited them to his house to
tell them about it.
“Then another family called and
another, and on and on it went. People were calling and wanting to hear
about the visit. I called nobody. Everybody who came to my house to
hear about it had called and asked
about it.”
The next evening about half the congregation showed up at the Booths’
house eager to hear about the visit.
“At this point I had not yet been
disfellowshipped, not by Mr. Armstrong, not by Joe Tkach Sr., who was
the head of the ministry, nor by Dean
Blackwell.
“I began the conversation with a
warning to the members that they
might not like to hear what I was
about to tell them. There was shock
among them when they heard the
details of our meeting, and, of course,
there were two reactions.
“There were those who immediately wanted nothing to do with me
because they believed Mr. Armstrong
could not be questioned, and then

there were those who said they shared
the same concerns.
“Some asked me what I thought
they should do. I told them they would
have to make their own decisions.”
Damage control
WCG headquarters immediately
sent several elders in quick succession
to Amarillo to do “damage control,”
said Mr. Booth.
The lineup included Gerald Waterhouse (who “broke the pulpit pounding away with his fist,” said Mr.
Booth), Mr. Blackwell, Dave Albert
and Don Lawson.
Headquarters also assigned a new
pastor, Jim O’Brien.
“I don’t think that Jim O’Brien was
able to speak in Amarillo for about
two months, because Pasadena kept
somebody in there from headquarters
at all times,” said Mr. Booth.
One evening the Booths were visiting with a couple in the Booths’ living
room when the doorbell rang and Mr.
Booth found Mr. Blackwell and Mr.
O’Brien on his front porch, unannounced.
Mr. Booth asked the two to come
back in about an hour because he had
company. So a couple of hours later
they returned.
“By this time Gerald Waterhouse
had been making all kinds of inaccurate statements about my trip to see

anyway—he says he believes staying
in the WCG for him would “have violated the First Commandment.”
He mentioned this to Mr. Blackwell
and added that he “was not going to
put anybody nor anything before the
one true God.”
Wry comment
At that point in the conversation,
said Mr. Booth, Mr. Blackwell excommunicated him.
“Dean Blackwell just said, ‘Well,
we’re going to have to disfellowship
you.’ So I said: ‘I’m leaving the Worldwide organization; I’m not leaving the
church. In fact, I have felt it necessary
to disfellowship the Worldwide Church
of God since it has forsaken God. You
can’t disfellowship me, because I
have already disfellowshipped you.’ ”
Mr. Booth said he was only making
a wry comment when he claimed to
disfellowship the whole WCG.
“I just wanted to point out to Dean
Blackwell that his disfellowshipping
me meant nothing. It meant no more
than my disfellowshipping the Worldwide Church of God. It had nothing to
do with my relationship with God nor
my membership in the church, the
spiritual Body of Christ. I was just trying to make a theological point at
Dean Blackwell’s expense.
“I noticed in the hierarchy of the
Worldwide Church of God that when

“I then asked Mr. Blackwell if I
could stay for the Bible study or if he
wanted me to leave. I told him I
wasn’t there to cause any trouble, just
to determine what my status was. Mr.
Blackwell asked me to leave, so I
complied and left the Bible study.”
But Mrs. Booth decided to stay and
attend the service.
“It was curious how Linda was ignored in this entire process. Nobody
talked to Linda to find out how she felt
or where she stood. She was never
disfellowshipped. She was ignored as
if she were a nonperson.
“But I think that was the hierarchy’s view of women at the time.
Women didn’t have input. Neither
they nor their views were taken seriously.”
Mrs. Booth’s attendance at the
study “made it a little more difficult
for Dean Blackwell to expound on
what a terrible, evil person I was,”
remembered Mr. Booth, “because she
was sitting there looking at him right
in the eyes all the time.”
The brethren were expert shunners
“The most hurtful aspect of the
events of that era were the people who
shunned us,” said Mr. Booth. “They
were extreme in their shunning. Most
refused to say hello when we saw
them in public. We would see people
in restaurants who would get up and

On the flight back to Pasadena ‘Joe Tkach offered
me my job back,’ said Mr. Booth. ‘I just looked at him
like did you not hear any of that conversation?’
Mr. Armstrong, including that I had
been disrespectful to Mr. Armstrong.
He had even made the statement that
when Mr. Armstrong’s hand touched
the doorknob in Tucson to let me into
his house he could supernaturally
detect my bad attitude as I touched the
doorknob on the other side.
“So I asked Dean Blackwell, in my
own home, if he thought I had been
disrespectful or rude in any way to
Mr. Armstrong. He said that, no, I was
not disrespectful nor rude in any way.
“I told him the story that Gerald
Waterhouse had been telling about the
magic doorknob and reminded him
that it had been his, Mr. Blackwell’s,
hand on the doorknob, not mine. I
hadn’t opened the door.”
Then Mr. Blackwell broached the
subject that was the obvious reason
for his unannounced visit.
“Well,” he said (according to Mr.
Booth), “we discussed the visit with
Mr. Armstrong, and I was really in
hopes that you’d come back and had
changed your mind and you’d want to
stay and be a part of the church.”
Mr. Booth informed Mr. Blackwell
that he had experienced “closure”
and peace in the wake of the Tucson
meeting.
“After having worried about WCG
matters for years, praying for things to
work out and finally seeing God’s will
and recognizing that the organization
had forsaken the church, I was not the
least bit interested in being a part of
the organization called Worldwide
Church of God,” Mr. Booth said. “I
got the feeling that God didn’t feel
welcome there either.
“For years I had seen people sacrificing. I saw widows giving everything they had, farmers and ranchers
selling their land and sending it in to
headquarters. I saw people who would
march to their death for Herbert
Armstrong.
“I was no longer going to be part of
that, a part of this blind loyalty of following a man, because it had come to
the point that if you did not revere and
adore Herbert Armstrong you couldn’t
be a part of the Worldwide Church.”
Whenever anyone asks Mr. Booth
why he left the WCG—he acknowledges that if Mr. Armstrong had not
fired him he would have soon resigned

you didn’t cower in fear they didn’t
know how to deal with you. I didn’t
care if I didn’t have a job anymore,
and they didn’t understand that. There
were more important things to me
than making a living. At least I was
able to sleep at night. I had traded job
security for peace of mind. I had exchanged a paycheck, expense account
and fleet vehicle for a clear conscience
and a closer relationship with God.”
Wednesday-night study
A few days after Mr. Blackwell’s
visit, a Wednesday-night Bible study
was scheduled for the Amarillo
church, with Mr. Blackwell to conduct it.
Mr. Booth heard from a fellow
church member that Mr. O’Brien was
telling people Mr. Booth had not been
disfellowshipped. The other member
wondered why Mr. Booth was warning church members who continued to
call him that he had been disfellowshipped and if they wanted to remain
in the WCG they were not allowed to
have contact with him.
When Mr. Booth heard that someone was saying he was still a WCG
member, he was incredulous.
“Why would Jim O’Brien say I
hadn’t been disfellowshipped? He
was present when Dean Blackwell
disfellowshipped me. So I said:
‘Okay, I’ll prove who’s right. I’ll
come to the Bible study, and you just
watch and see if I’m welcome.’ ”
When Mr. Booth showed up at the
rented hall “you’d have thought that I
was some kind of Nazi SS trooper or
maybe a mass murderer with a machine gun. There were looks of terror
in the eyes of the deacons and members. When Linda and I walked in,
everybody just froze. A hush fell over
the hall.”
Mr. Booth walked up to Mr.
Blackwell and said: “I’m a little confused. Did you or did you not disfellowship me Monday evening in my
home?”
Mr. Blackwell confirmed that he
had indeed disfellowshipped him.
“So I said, ‘Then, why is Jim
O’Brien telling people I’m not disfellowshipped?’ Then Jim just kind of
looked at us. I don’t recall him saying
anything.

walk out when we walked in. They
were very hateful. They were very
aggressive in their avoiding us.
“To be rejected and spurned for
standing up for our beliefs and principles was so painful, especially when it
came from people we had served for
seven years of our lives, people whom
we loved, people who we thought
loved us.”
The Booths never attended Bible
studies or church services with the
WCG again.
Out of a job, he decided to start a
business. He formed Lone Star Construction Co., a paving operation,
which today has about 25 employees
who build and maintain parking lots,
airport runways and city streets.
Although he had no intention to
start another church, some of the
Amarillo brethren repeatedly asked
him to help organize a local congregation.
After their persistent pleadings, he
agreed, and on March 7, 1980, three
months after Mr. Booth’s fateful meeting with Mr. Armstrong, the Christian
Church of God met for the first time.
The name, the constitution and bylaws
and the status as an independent congregation were decided upon at a congregational meeting of the founding
members.
“Later, in 1986, we bought a parcel
of land, and in 1987 we designed and
built a church building, a building designed as a house of worship, not a
multipurpose building.”
The structure sits on what Mr.
Booth calls the only hill in Amarillo.
“When we designed our church we
included some things that kind of
helped us break free from some of the
old Worldwide ideas, and we rather
enjoyed that. We put in stained glass,
padded pews, a baptistry, a mothers’
room with sound and one-way glass
and a fellowship hall.”
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Booth if the
stained glass included traditional
church-window images such as likenesses of Jesus.
“No, our stained-glass window
shows our logo, which we designed: a
rainbow with a cloud and a mountain.
The rainbow is a sign of God’s promise as demonstrated to Noah. The
cloud is a sign of the return of Jesus

Christ as illustrated in Acts 1 and
Revelation 14. The mountain is the
symbol of the establishment of His
Kingdom as referenced in Isaiah 2. So
our logo boldly states that we have a
promise from God that Christ will
return and establish His Kingdom.”
The congregation observed its 20th
anniversary last March (see THE JOURNAL, March 31, 2000).
“We have had new people come
along, many of whom have no Worldwide roots. We’ve held things together for 20 years. In that time we have
had one minor schism.
“One of the biggest challenges
through the years is to keep a group
united and focused instead of breaking down in pettiness and disputes.”
The Amarillo brethren have endured trials as well as good times.
“The one thing that our congregation needs compassion for,” said the
pastor, “is the fact that many of these
folks have been hearing me preach
now for 27 years. Now, that’s a testament to fortitude and patience.”
Mr. Booth and friends organized a
second congregation, in Clovis, N.M.,
copastored by Joe Kirkpatrick of
Portales, N.M. Mr. Booth and Amarillo elder Jerry McClenagan visited
Clovis fairly frequently.
Ancient history
Mr. Booth says the WCG is “not an
issue” with members of the congregations.
“It’s ancient history with us. It’s not
something you hear discussed at our
services. No. 1, it’s so far behind us,
and, No. 2, not everybody in our congregation has Worldwide roots.”
The congregations, though cut off
from the WCG mother ship, are not
adrift in a sea of purposelessness and
heresy, maintains Pastor Booth.
“We’re still Sabbatarian. We will
observe and sponsor our 20th Festival
of Tabernacles next month in Austin,
Texas. Our festival sites have included
Denver, Colorado Springs, Santa Fe,
Dallas and San Antonio and now
Austin.
“We have maintained our beliefs.
We have shed some of the man-made
shackles and restraints, but we have
maintained our tenets and our faith.
Jesus Christ is our foundation, and the
Bible is still our authority.”
Since the bedrock change of doctrine of the Worldwide Church of God
in the ’90s was the shift in the teaching of law and grace, THE JOURNAL
asked Mr. Booth about the Christian
Church of God’s view of God’s law
and God’s grace.
“We are under grace, there’s no
doubt about that,” he said. “None of us
can earn our salvation. Our works cannot save us. Without the sacrifice of Jesus Christ we would all be lost and
doomed, but, thanks to this gift of grace,
we have eternal life and salvation.
“The law of God is certainly very
much in effect, and a Christian’s natural response and responsibility is to
live by it. Go back to Paul: If there is
no law, there is no sin. If there is no
sin, we don’t need grace. That Jesus
had to die for our sins points out that
God’s law still exists.
“I’m speaking of the eternal, royal
law of God, which is a law of love, the
Ten Commandments being merely a
description and not the totality of the
law. The royal law of love extends far
beyond those Ten Commandments. It
means that, if you know to do good
and do it not, it’s a violation of that
royal law and therefore sin. That’s
very expansive and inclusive.
“But that Jesus had to die for our
sins shows we had sins, and our sins
would not exist if there were no law.
So, while the law will not save us, the
law defines sin. It is because of the
law that we need grace.”
Mr. Booth likes to cite the epistle of
James, in which the apostle points out
that “works are merely evidence of
our faith. The works don’t save us;
faith saves us. A Christian’s response
is to live for Christ. If we have faith
See PASTOR SPEAKS, page 6
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Pastor speaks of lessons learned from memorable meeting
Continued from page 5

the works will follow as fruit, as evidence, because otherwise it’s nothing
but lip service. There has to be godly
conduct in a Christian’s life. Shall we
sin that grace may abound? God forbid. You cannot prevent a Christian
from wanting to serve and obey the
one true God.”
Keeping busy
Looking back, Mr. Booth says
that in spite of his differences with
Mr. Armstrong he still liked him. He
still values his Ambassador (and
WCG) education, and he harbors no
bitterness towards anyone about
anything.
“I do appreciate the points of truth
that I did learn from Herbert Armstrong,” he said. “It wasn’t all bad.
There was good.
“I’m grateful for the opportunity of
attending Ambassador College. I
learned much about life, made lifelong friendships and, of course, met
my wife of 30 years.”
He blames no one for any bad experiences along the way and believes
that other people with WCG backgrounds ultimately have to accept responsibility for submitting to whatever control the WCG or its hierarchy
may have had over them.
“We chose to be a part of that organization,” he said. “Many of us
chose to go to Ambassador College.
Some of us chose to go to work for
that organization. Nobody made us do
it. To blame everybody from God on
down is to delay the healing and
growth process.
“Accepting personal responsibility
for our own predicaments and disasters is the only way to recover.”
He referred to Romans 8:28 and
said: “I think you have to build a
bridge and get over it. I believe Paul,
who sagely advised believers to gain
good from every situation.”
The Amarillo congregation “recovered” from its WCG affiliation “rather
quickly,” said Pastor Booth. “I would
say it took a couple of years before the
Worldwide Church of God was no

longer a major topic of conversation
and concern. We looked forward and
stopped looking back.”
It helps to direct one’s energies in
positive directions, he said.
“We organized a church and a ministry. We got involved in outreach
projects. We preach the gospel in our
community and reach out to people
and preserve the truths that we have.
We grow in grace and knowledge.”
Today the Amarillo congregation
has several “outreach ministries.” It
has published a statement of beliefs. It
puts out a weekly bulletin and monthly newsletter. It produces audio- and
videotapes of sermons that it sends out
for free to a mailing list. It conducts
Sabbath classes for children, youths
and adults. It participates in some-

and discrediting, direct those energies
in a positive instead of a destructive
direction. What does God want me to
do now? How do I redirect my Christian life? Where do I go from here?
What have I learned from all this?
What do I believe, and why do I
believe it?”
Former WCG members need to
take “personal responsibility,” he said,
“instead of blaming their minister or
Herbert Armstrong or Garner Ted
Armstrong or their wife or husband or
what they missed by growing up in
the Worldwide.
“Instead of blaming others for your
hurts and disappointments, accept the
responsibility for them, nobody made
you join that church. Nobody made
you go to that college. Nobody made

cerned about the spirit of division and
schism, arguing and disputing that just
seems to go on without end. It just
wears you down and will divide us
until there is nothing left. There is
entirely too much straining over the
gnats and swallowing the camels, endless bickering over words, too many
blown about by every wind of doctrine.
“Every time you turn around someone has come up with the defining
doctrine, the litmus test of true Christians. The end result is more and more
believers turning away from God in
disgust over those who profess to be,
quote, His people.
“We have a lot more to agree about
than we have to disagree about. We
must all take a close and hard look at
ourselves so as not to fall into the

‘Nobody made us do it. To blame everybody from
God on down is to delay the healing and growth process.’
thing called Soldiers of Light, which
sponsors church-member visits to a
veterans’ hospital in Amarillo. The
church also supports the Gideons’
ministry of distributing Bibles throughout the world.
“We are also involved with the
Amarillo Crisis Pregnancy Center, designed to counsel young ladies who
have unwanted pregnancies to convince them not to have an abortion but
to allow the baby to live and put it up
for adoption if they can’t or won’t take
care of the child. There are plenty of
eager adoptive parents waiting out
there, so there is no need nor any justification for infanticide.”
No gun to your head
When church members aren’t involved in reaching out, they tend to
brood about their perceived problems,
said Mr. Booth. Anger and bitterness
are “energy suckers.”
“They suck the life and vitality
right out of you. Instead of attacking

you send a dime to headquarters, and
nobody made you stay.”
Mr. Booth doesn’t feel “ripped off,”
he said, by the WCG.
“I don’t have hard feelings about
the Worldwide, against Mr. Armstrong, Mr. Tkach, Mr. Blackwell or
anybody. I was not angry. I was not
bitter, only heartbroken and disappointed.
“I was disappointed. I was sad that
I could no longer support the organization that I had a been a part of for 20
years and had to move on. It was just
a logical conclusion after years of
concern and consternation.”
Walk this way
Mr. Booth believes the post-WCG
membership could move on a little
faster if the brethren would focus on
their commonalities rather than their
differences.
“We share important tenets of faith,
but we get sidetracked by topics that
are subject to interpretation. I’m con-

group Jesus described in Matthew
7:22-23.”
A helpful mental exercise, he said,
is to think about how you have
changed in your doctrinal and scriptural beliefs over the last 10 years.
Think about what new, deeper understanding of faith, doctrine and scriptures you have come to.
“Does that mean that 10 years ago
you weren’t a Christian? When you
were wrong on a doctrine or issue, or
didn’t fully understand a doctrine or
issue, were you still a Christian? Of
course, you were. God looks on the
heart. The question is how wrong can
you be and still be right? Give others
the same consideration and respect
that you give yourself.”
The view from here
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Booth
about his view from the bleachers of
the events of 1995, when, among
other occurrences in the Churches of
God, the United Church of God

formed from the exodus out of the
WCG that was inspired by massive
doctrinal changes in that church.
He was surprised, he said, that the
WCG was willing to lose its “uniqueness,” because why would people want
to worship in a rented hall while sitting
on folding chairs when they could attend a beautiful Protestant edifice with
gleaming facilities supported by years
of experience doing what the WCG is
only haltingly attempting to do?
The priority for former WCG members, Mr. Booth concluded, should be
“to get over the past and get on with
your life. We’re free moral agents.
The faster we accept responsibility for
whatever areas we have been disappointed in, the faster we can heal from
the wounds of our past. All of us must
look to Christ and march forward as
Christian soldiers.”
Second and third thoughts
After reviewing a draft of this article just before this issue of THE JOURNAL went to press, Mr. Booth had second thoughts about the prospect of
seeing it in print.
“I did not want to open up any old
wounds, stir up controversy or appear
to be disrespectful of the dead,” he
explained.
“However, after prayer and counsel I
concluded that it might shed some light
on what happened to the Worldwide
Church of God for those who loved it
and wanted it to be faithful to God.
“It is my sincere hope that those
who read it, especially those with their
own personal war stories, will draw
assurance from the fact that our faith
is founded in no man, but rather in
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.”
Times and places
The Christian Church of God,
Amarillo, meets at 801 Quail Creek
Dr. Classes for kids, youths and adults
are at 11 a.m. central time each Sabbath, worship services at 11:45.
Write the Christian Church of God
at P.O. Box 33134, Amarillo, Texas
79120, U.S.A., or Mr. Booth at
ccofgod@suddenlink.net.

I experienced a strong manifestation of the Spirit at Ambassador
Continued from page 3

of the God family of glorified “sons/
children” of God; a “fair chance” for
all of humanity to eventually hear and
learn and participate in the process of
redemption in the successive stages of
its unfolding into the New Heavens
and New Earth.
Robust understanding
I would also add here what I would
call a “robust” understanding of Jesus
of Nazareth as Messiah and King, in
the context of the prophetic view of
the Kingdom of God, in contrast to a
more-sentimental attachment to Jesus
as he is often portrayed in evangelistic
revivals and other such contexts.
When I arrived at AC in 1968 I had
a B.A. degree in Bible and Greek
from Abilene Christian College (now
University) and had done a year of
mission work in Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union with persecuted
Christians living behind what we
called the Iron Curtain.
I had been deeply immersed in a
very high-level version of the evangelical Christian faith and the strong
emphasis on “New Testament Christianity,” in contrast to a more historically grounded Jewish or Hebraic
understanding of the original Nazarene/Jesus movement.
My parents’ core message
My parents, of beloved memory,
were devout New Testament Christians going back for generations with
preachers on both sides of the family.
“Going back to the Old Law” and
taking the Hebrew prophets in a literal
rather than allegorical manner was to
them the ultimate apostasy. Their core

message was clear: Christ died for our
sins so by grace through faith we could
live forever with him in heaven.
For me the contrast between my
background and that of the core teaching of the RCG/WCG that I began to
reconsider after college graduation
during the year in Europe could not
have been more clear. And I experienced a joy “unspeakable” in studying
these new insights opening to me as a
young man in my 20s.
Hard to believe
So from my viewpoint, when I witnessed the directions represented by
Joe Tkach Sr., Joe Jr., Greg A., Bernie
S. and others, some of whom were my
classmates in theology classes at AC, I

I had also come to understand that
various forms of Judaism were fully
immersed in an understanding of
God’s boundless grace and forgiveness, and that both Luther and Catholic orthodoxy represented what I
came to view as an unfortunate distortion of the Hebrew Bible and its core
affirmations, as well as missing the
Hebraic orientation of Jesus and, yes,
even Paul.
This is not to put any negative judgment on individuals, such as the dear
ones who have written recently on the
Ambassador College online forum about
their positive experiences of love, fellowship, affirmation and joy in staying within the GCI fellowship.
I am cheered to read that such expe-

there was a spirit of loving-kindness
and genuine joy in many quarters.
I also found the “testimony” of Herbert
W. Armstrong himself (see the intro to his
Mystery of the Ages book, where he describes his incredible joy at receiving
Christ and being baptized—or a similar
account in Vol. 1 of the Autobiography)
most moving and genuine.
I was also very moved by Mr. Meredith’s sincere and heartfelt recounting of
his own experiences in arriving at AC
when the college first opened, as
recounted in “This Is Ambassador
College” and “The Inside Story of the
World Tomorrow Broadcast.”
I have not the slightest doubt that
hundreds of millions of devout evangelical Christians have found a mean-

The essential core Hebraic teachings of the Armstrong movement
I believe are reflective of the original Nazarene followers of Jesus
and are more in keeping with the Teaching, Prophets and the
Writings than those of mainstream evangelical Christianity.
could not believe what was happening.
These individuals seemed so taken
by what they were hearing at local
evangelical Christian colleges and
universities in the Southern California
area and they began to espouse the
very things that I had struggled with
for a decade to leave behind.
The new and refreshing message
they thought they were espousing was
nothing new to me, and from a historical point of view I found it in contrast
with what I had understood in my
graduate studies about the historicalJesus movement that was Jewish/Hebraic in its outlook and orientation.

riences of “life in the church” have
been so personally and spiritually satisfying. My brief experience with the
WCG/AC was a positive one, but I
know from others such was not always the case, and there are countless
horror stories of authoritarian abuse
and perversion in sharp contrast to the
“fruit of the Spirit” as expressed in
Galatians.
Part of the Work
In contrast, many of us found an
unspeakable immeasurable satisfaction
in being part of the “Work” in those
formative years (’50s, ’60s, ’70s), and

ingful life “in Christ” through their
experiences in their various fellowships. I would say nothing to denigrate their experiences.
But, that said, the essential core
Hebraic teachings of the Armstrong
movement I believe are reflective of
the original Nazarene followers of
Jesus and are more in keeping with the
Teaching (Torah), the Prophets and
the Writings than those of mainstream
evangelical Christianity.
Manifestation of the Spirit
I want to also say that beyond “doctrines” and this Hebraic perspective I

experienced what I would consider to
be a strong and irresistible manifestation of a “Spirit” at AC in the 1960s
that I am not sure endured the conflicts and corruption that were manifested in later years.
I have never experienced quite that
same Spirit before or since in any
group.
I do equate that Spirit with more
than just corporate solidarity and the
collective psychology of social
groups—such as one might find in any
high-demand religious group (SDAs,
Mormons, JWs, etc.) who see themselves as playing a pivotal role in
God’s plan.
Better felt than told
It is a better-felt-than-told kind of
thing that many on the AC forum will
understand without further explanation, and its chief manifestation was a
sense of well-being, joy and love: for
one another, for all humankind and for
our Creator God.
Where I have come out on all this I
have summarized in a little manifesto
that some of you have read, Restoring
Abrahamic Faith (published by
genesis2000.org).
I am not interested in promoting the
sale of my books here, so anyone who
writes me and asks I will mail a free
copy of this particular book at my own
expense (write jdtabor@uncc.edu).
Note: I long ago lost or discarded
much of the older RCG/WCG materials but have found the little USB
thumb drive available through the
good people at http://hwastorehouse.
com if any of you want to read or
reread the materials I reference above.
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Connections runs classifieds
Personals
I am seeking someone for a
friend, a male of age 55-65,
deaf or HH and can sign.
Someone who loves God, is
friendly, easygoing and honest, loves people and outdoor activities. My name is
Janece. If interested, here is
my E-mail: janecemm1@
gmail.com.

Personals

Obituaries

Retired long-time Canadian Church of God couple traveling in Ireland (Republic and Northern)
throughout summer of 2017 (early June to early
September) seeking fellow church brethren for
Sabbath fellowship. Please contact John and
Tricia at jplunkett@tcog.ca.

ly beside her. ¶ Mrs. McNair was a lovely example to all of us for doing things decently and in
order. ¶ Billie and her husband, Burk, served more
than 50 years ministering to
people around the world.
She was highly respected by
those who knew her and
will be remembered for her
loving and caring nature. ¶
She is survived by her husband of 63 years, Herbert
Burk McNair; children, Kerry
Billie Sue McNair Burk McNair (Rhonda), Susie Weaver (Mark C.), and
Mark Edward McNair; sisters, Bobbie Morgan and
Nancy Bald; grandchildren, Susan Kirkpatrick,
Karen Clark, Cody Smith, Ashley Finsley, Mark
Weaver, Brandon Weaver, Kerry J. McNair and
Hannah Juch; and 10 great-grandchildren.
Lyle Bryon Christopherson, born Jan. 6, 1931,
passed away Feb. 7, 2017. Lyle was 86, still working, golfing and very active. ¶ Funeral arrangements were under the direction of Powers
Funeral Home, Sumner, Wash. ¶ He is survived by
his wife, Marsha, of Renton, Wash. ¶ Lyle was a
pilot, accomplished photographer, avid golfer, expert snow skier, close friend
and hunting and fishing
partner of the late Garner
Ted Armstrong. According to
Garner Ted’s son Mark Armstrong, many if not most of
the publicity and on-thespot photographs taken of
Garner Ted doing interviews
and television programs and
even those that documented Lyle Christopherson
hunting and fishing trips
were taken by Lyle. To quote Mark, “He was a
gentle and sweet soul, hilariously funny, and
we’re so sorry he’s gone. But 86 and still loving
life wasn’t bad! Thanks, Lyle, for everything.”
Robert Warren Cox, 85, of Salisbury, Md., died
Feb. 4, 2017, in Salisbury. Born on January 22,
1932, in West Chester, Pa., he was the son of the
late Ronald Mason and Thelma Loller Cox. ¶
Robert served in the U.S. Army for two years and
then served an additional five years in the
Delaware Air National Guard. He was a volunteer fire fighter and EMS all his adult life. ¶
Robert worked as a security officer at Ambassador University in Big Sandy, Texas, and
later at Ocean Downs in Ocean Pines, Md.
Earlier, he had worked as a welder and in heavy
construction. ¶ In addition to his parents, Robert
is preceded in death by a wife, Robinette Lenora
Cox, and a sister, Shirleyann
Cox Regetz. ¶ Robert is survived by his wife, C. Virginia
“Gin” Cable of Salisbury; a
daughter, Kathy Smith, and
her husband Stuart of Pennsylvania as well as two
sons. He is also survived by
two step-daughters, LaRue
DeVaughn of Salisbury and
Lynn Jacobs of Texas; four
grandchildren, Amanda O’Bri- Robert Cox
en and her husband Shaun,
Melynda Garey, and Alexandra Smith and Mason Smith; three great-grandchildren, Abigail,
Jasmine and Kamryn; and a brother, Sam Cox,
and his wife Mary. ¶ A funeral service was held
Feb. 9, 2017, at Holloway Funeral Home, Salisbury. To send condolences to the family, please
visit www.hollowayfh.com.

Obituaries
Janece

Widow, nurse, semiretired,
longtime COG member looking for a male
friend age 65-80, grounded in God’s truth.
Write rocky695@att.net or 903-534-9131.

Billie Sue McNair passed away Feb. 2, 2017, in
San Antonio, Texas. She was born to Edward B.
and Ruby Lee Sanders in Seadrift, Texas, April 26,
1933. ¶ Unable to recover from an abdominal
surgery, she expressed her faith in God that she
was ready to accept His will. She died with fami-

Who Invented the Holy Spirit?
Are you curious about who invented Jesus Christ? Do You
know who invented the Holy Spirit? The Primer 2016
Edition is now available. It is a textbook designed to
teach how to understand The Holy Bible as a work of
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and The Sermon on the Mount. Order as a paperback or Kindle ebook at Amazon.com (ISBN 1541017668).
—John L. Smith Jr.
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US Suicide Part 3
Undemocratic (2015)
ow Unelected, Unaccountable Bureaucrats
Are Stealing Your Liberty by Jay Sekulow
(who has argued cases in the Supreme Court):
About the 4th branch of government, the biggest
one, and not in the Constitution. Imposes thousands of new laws, persecutes adoptive parents,
denies veterans quality health care. And damages our economy with job-killing rules.
The IRS had harassed Tea Party and other
conservative groups by delaying their tax exempt
applications for years and asked intrusive questions that violate the Constitution. As wanting
passwords for websites, and the content of prolife prayers. The IRS eventually ‘apologized’ but
some are still waiting for approval years later.
And no one was reprimanded or fired.
ObamaCare required purchase of health
care, and even employers to purchase abortion
pills for their employees. It was a framework
upon which regulators would attach their own
laws without public scrutiny. Most bureaucrats
impact our lives by incompetence and corruption. The Dept. of Veterans Affairs manipulated
wait times for vets to see doctors (while vets
died). So VA employees got bonuses.
As usual, no one was fired. “Federal
employees’ job security is so great that workers
in many agencies are more likely to die of natural causes than get laid off or fired.” At worst
they are given administrative leave, a paid
vacation. Jay started working in the IRS, and
knows it well. Thousands of new laws are written by agencies and enforced by their armed
agents. Congress often writes new laws with
deliberate gaps so agencies fill in or clarify.
When the details are worked out they are printed in the Federal Register with thousands of
pages, that even lawyers cannot understand.
When a new president comes in he has the
power only to bring in a tiny percent of leaders, while the main mass of employees continues to rule.
“Federal prosecutors are supposed to seek
justice, not merely score convictions. But a
USA Today investigation found that prosecutors repeatedly have violated that duty in courtrooms across the nation. The abuses have put
innocent people in prison, set guilty people free
and cost taxpayers millions of dollars in legal
fees . . . the nation’s most elite and powerful law
enforcement officials—themselves violated
laws or ethics rules.”
While 10% would be a high rate of audits,
Tea Party donors were given audits at 1000%
compared to other taxpayer donors. “The IRS
agrees to monitor free speech in churches.”
When parents adopt a child it is marvelous,
but very expensive and so the adoption tax
credit was made. But the IRS in 2012 requested 90% of returns give more information, and
actually audited 69%! Jay urges the IRS be
abolished, for a flat tax rate, or a national sales
tax to replace the current system.
The additional child tax credit aided those
who did not earn much so they could get a payout from the IRS. But illegal immigrant worker
abuse of the credit has jumped to 2.3 million in
2010. So one Atlanta address had 23,994 who
gained the credit, and 8303 of the refunds were
deposited to a single bank account.
“I’ve talked to vets who tell stories of supply
nightmares in Iraq and Afghanistan where units
get flooded with gear they don’t need (as TVs)
while they have to write home to get relatives to
send them the gear the army can’t provide [as
body armor].”
A VA whistleblower and doctor at the Phoenix VA hospital claimed the emergency room
was overwhelmed and dangerous, so the VA
punished her. The scandal extends to vet disability claims. About 1 million vets take 9
months to complete a claim, in some cases the
delay takes 600 days. VA employees were
allowed to be absent without leave, even
months at a time. Many get inflated salaries that
go uncorrected for years.
“It’s not hard to find examples of environmental scientists making spectacularly wrong
predictions. In April 2014 Mark Perry from the
American Enterprise Institute compiled a list of
18 spectacularly wrong apocalyptic predictions
made in 1970, the year of the first Earth Day.”
Gives examples, as in 1970 Life magazine
claimed scientists predicted in a decade urban
dwellers will wear gas masks to survive air pollution, by 1985 air pollution will reduce sunlight
by half. And another prediction that by 2000 oil,
if used at its present rate, would be gone.

H

The War Comes Home (2009)
Washington’s Battle against America’s Veterans by Aaron Glantz: Cover shows a legless

vet lying in bed cuddling his baby. Glantz was
a journalist in US-occupied Iraq for 3 years.
Each day security was on his mind, with so
many explosions, gunfire and dead Iraqis. He
traveled in an old car to blend in with Iraqis
(accompanied by a translator who drove
through back alleys). He did not carry a gun,
and was able to even interview those attacking
Americans. Iraqis were always hospitable with
tea and snacks, or even a lunch.
He cried often, tears running down as he transcribed his notes of the day. He began to have
nightmares of the tragedies he saw each day.
And thought he might be developing PTSD.
“All the things that most Americans take for
granted, like clean water and consistent electricity, were unavailable [bombed by the US]. He
found, like others, that putting his experiences
in narrative form aided his recovery.
He later talked on AM radio talk shows. One
vet called to say he had shot an innocent civilian at a checkpoint. A vet’s father called to say
his son was now addicted to drugs, as many of
his pals. Glantz spoke at a forum with a Navy
lieutenant on the panel with him, who said he
was not able to be a father to his two kids since
returning to the states. He had bombed Iraq in
the initial invasion.
Patrick Resta served as a combat medic who
said Humvees blew up in his face by roadside
bombs. But the worst experience was that he
was not allowed to treat the wounds of Iraqi
civilians “We couldn’t treat Iraqi civilians unless they were about to die and we had done it
. . . I had people bringing their children up to
me who were ill . . . and we were threatened
with being court-martialed if we [aided them].”
The last day he was deployed, he posed for
a photo. He later noticed protesters nearby
showed hatred for the torture and humiliation
at Abu Ghraib and general hatred for the US
and Americans.
He was lucky not to have any injury, served
just one deployment and had all his veteran
benefits. So many others had several deployments, and even though some had PTSD.
Others suffer by not being properly diagnosed,
or receive poor care at VA hospitals, as the
Walter Reed scandal. 42% of returning vets
said they felt like a guest in their own home,
and 22% said their children were not warm to
them and afraid of them. Some people want to
know about the vets’ war experience, to know if
it was worth while, but others don’t know the
hell of war and vets may not want to tell.
In 2004 the International Red Cross claimed
that nearly 90% of Iraqis in US prisons were
picked up by mistake. Joshua Casteel told that
since the military hardly ever releases detainees,
he as an interrogator was forced to keep questioning innocent prisoners over and over.

Are you really a Christian?
Casteel talked with a Saudi Arabian who
claimed he had come to conduct jihad. “He told
me that I was a very strange man who was a
Christian but didn’t follow the teachings of Jesus
to love my enemy and pray for the persecuted . . .
So I had this moment with a man who was jihadi and he was giving me a lesson on the sermon
on the mount.” He said he was right. Casteel became discharged as a conscientious objector.
“After more than five years of war, most
American soldiers know the same things about
Iraq that the American people do: that the invasion of Iraq was based on lies, that there was no
link between Saddam Hussein and the 911
attacks, that Iraq had no WMD. Those facts coupled with the Bush administration’s disregard for
the Geneva Convention and the guerrilla nature
of the war that leaves many civilians killed by
American arms—can only contribute to feelings
of anger and guilt among US soldiers.”
In 2004, 3,325 Army officers ended their
marriages in divorce. Up 78% from the previous year, and 53% more than 2000. (Almost
40% of Vietnam vet marriages failed within
half a year of coming home.) Those with PTSD
are 3 times more likely to divorce than those
without it, to divorce multiple times.
During Nov. 2003 to April 2004, 83 female
US soldiers were raped in Iraq and Kuwait. So
a buddy system was begun. Brig. Gen. Janis
Karpinski oversaw Camp Victory and nearby
Abu Ghraib, and said the female soldier latrine
at the base was located outside the barracks.
There were no lights there, making them double
easy targets for US male servicemen. When she
complained to her officer, he gave deaf ears.
The male latrines were well-lit.
More than 160,000 females served on the
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battlefield in Afghanistan and Iraq. The previous Gulf War had 41,000. Female soldiers fear
sexual assault by their male counterparts,
throughout the ranks.
Karpinski said many women would quit drinking water in late afternoon so they would not urinate in the dark, and some died in their sleep of
dehydration. Summer temperatures reached 120
degrees, and their barracks had no air conditioning. She was told by the male surgeon not to make
comments about such things in the open. When
her tour of duty was up, she refused to be seen
with her uniform on. The Miles Foundation and
Service Women’s Action network are groups that
help female vets with their problems.
One female soldier was bothered by her own
actions when she pointed a gun and used it to
shoo some Iraqi kids away. They are told by US
officers not to let them too close. She has her
own child and would not want someone doing
that to her kid.
Because of the 911 attacks and the wars,
National Guardsman Will Beiersdorf was sent
to Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, for 13 months (so
soldiers there could go to the wars). Under federal law his employer Siebel Systems had to
offer his job back when he returned, but did not.
Even though it claimed itself patriotic in the
war effort, and paid for full page ads in the NY
Times claiming it should be given lucrative
government contracts by the Dept. of
Homeland Security. Lack of money left his
family in a bind. His 2-year-old son did not take
his departure well, blaming his mother and saying to her I hate you!
The Bush administration forced tens of thousands of soldiers to serve past their length of
contracts, as many with a 2-year enlistment had
to stay for 3. Lack of a draft meant those who
enlisted had to work longer. And many had
PTSD from their first tours, only to be sent back
again, even many times.
Military bases ‘breed’ nearby bars, dance
clubs and dens of prostitution. The brothels led
to 100,000 children born of Vietnamese women
and US soldiers. Behavior of US soldiers in
Vietnam was criticized around the world. To
counter the Vietnam-era lawlessness happening
in Iraq, US troops were banned from alcohol.
“In Oct. 2005 the US Military banned soliciting a prostitute anywhere in the world. In
2006 the Dept. of Defense began requiring trafficking in persons’ training for all soldiers
deployed overseas. The most important thing
for soldiers to learn [was] No buying, selling or
renting people.”
The Bush administration was criticized at the
start of the war for not supporting the troops.
Soldiers were sent over without personal body
armor and their Humvees lacked armor, too.
Soldiers scrounged around in trash bins to find
usable armor. An early survey had found that
275 US troops had died while in Humvees.
The real problem is the insurgent effort, and
that is from the unpopular military occupation
of Iraq. The most obvious targets are the soldiers, particularly if in Humvees. “Why are
Americans on patrol to begin with? Officially,
we’re told they are patrolling the streets, hunting down insurgents. My experience in Iraq led
me to believe that the Humvees themselves create the insurgents.”
Iraqi general Farouk Mu’aden said “that the
American military goes door-to-door and captures people for cooperating with the resistance. This causes more people to join the resistance and makes it more difficult for us to make
a peace here.” He was part of a group from
Diyala that offered Americans a truce if the
patrols stopped and they helped the men get
jobs. They refused.
Chanan Suarez-Diaz was a Navy hospital
corpsman who was hit by a rocket-propelled
grenade. The 17-year-old Iraqi that launched it
was shot by US troops. Chanan was almost
killed, but feels guilty about the boy’s death.
“He was a freedom fighter. He died fighting an
occupation and I almost died for this lie that
this war is based on.” At the time, his Marine
Corps buddies thought he was odd, but by 2007
they changed their minds and agreed with him.
The number of attacks of Iraqis against US
troops has increased steadily, from 1000 a day
in 2003, to 4000 daily in 2007. The soldiers did
get Kevlar vests eventually and they saved
lives. But they do not protect extremities, so
many survive only to have parts amputated.
One doctor who treated the high number of
wounded soldiers, who he had to amputate
arms or legs, regularly amputated genitals, also.
In 2008 the Pentagon reported 78,000 serv-
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ice members wounded or ill. That Iraq and Afghanistan veterans had visited a VA facility and
300,000 had filed for disability (about 30% of
all vets). About 320,000 vets experienced traumatic brain injury.
Corporal Justin Bunce was severely injured
by an Improvised Explosive Device. He
reminds himself now by making notes on his
paralyzed arm. Despite his father being a retired
Air Force colonel and getting aid from him,
Justin has been stalled by the bureaucracy in the
VA health system. He received $20,000 from
his family until his finances could be taken care
of by the VA. He is blind in one eye, and has
shrapnel in his brain.

Walter Reed scandal
The Washington Post reported on the Walter
Reed Army Medical Center. Telling of black
mold in the walls, and other causes for what
smells like greasy carry-out. While taking a
shower, you could see the bathtub in the floor
above, through a rotted hole. “Signs of neglect
are everywhere: mouse droppings, belly-up
cockroaches, stained carpets.”
“President Bush’s appointees at the
Pentagon had strenuously lobbied Congress
against funding military pensions, health insurance and benefits for widows of retirees. They
argued that money spent caring for wounded
soldiers and their families could be better spent
on new, state-of-the art hardware or enticing
new recruits to join the force.”
The company hired to fix the Walter Reed
hospital was IAP World Services. It was making money for well-connected contractors. After hurricane Katrina, it supplied trucks with
much needed ice since the power was out, but
sent them most anywhere except where they
were needed. At taxpayer expense.
The IAP was known to be corrupt. Its CEO
was a top executive of Halliburton’s subsidiary,
Kellogg, Brown and Root. He testified before
committees of Congress why it had overcharged
taxpayers by hundreds of millions of dollars.
The VA system continues much as it was.
Military hospitals are short-staffed, not funded
enough by Bush. Injured soldiers continue to be
left alone for hours or days. The mother of
Gerald Cassidy claims “He came back from
Iraq, and the Army killed him.” Referring to
neglect. He had trouble seeing a doctor, with
long lines and waits. He had to stay on the third
floor of a dormitory, though he had blackouts,
and fell, causing his head to bleed. No one
checked on him for 2.5 days, the length of time
he might have been dead.
The Iraq war was no different. After WWI,
tens of thousands of vets camped on the
National Mall to obtain their promised bonuses.
For WWII, the disabled vets came home to
delay and neglect. When doctors have too many
to treat, they tend to overmedicate. “It was not
uncommon for us to meet soldiers on over 1520 different medications at once.”
Another ploy is to claim the soldier has a
personality disorder, which should have kept
him from enlisting in the first place. Commanders use the ploy as well, in order to get
fresh bodies in, to replace those who developed
mental disorders in combat. Administration
officials use the ploy to get rid of injured vets
and their costs, which was not considered by
the Bush administration. So the injured soldier
gets short-changed by the whole system. A vet
has to wait six months for his claim to be heard.
If he has to appeal, it takes 3 years.
Before Reagan, a vet was heard by a team,
including a lawyer and doctor. After him, to
save on money, only an adjudicator without
medical training determines the course. He
feeds the data into a computer and the result is
followed. The claims adjusters get paid more if
they process more vets, instead of making the
right decision for his care.
“After the invasion of Iraq in 2003, the Bush
administration fought every effort to improve
care for wounded and disabled veterans. At the
root of that fight was its desire to hide the true
costs of the war in order to boost public support
. . . In January 2003 the VA announced that as a
cost-cutting move it would start turning away
middle-income veterans who applied for medical benefits . . . [so in 2007] 1.8 million veterans lacked health insurance, which meant that
nearly 6 million of America’s uninsured were
veterans or their families.”
Bush and Co. also cut drug benefits, increased co-payments vets had to make and
required a $250 annual fee. Those vets caught
with substance abuse were denied services,
even though combat stress leads many to ease
the pain with drugs or alcohol. So when the
demand for vet aid was needed most, the VA
had to cut staff. The patient to doctor ratio grew
from 335:1 to 531:1 between 2000-2004.
Long-term effects of combat stress affected
Vietnam vets who saw on TV troops invading
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again. These vets fell into depression with flashbacks, and their sleep was impaired. With the
upsurge in more vet care, the VA was forced to
block, hinder and restrict these vets from getting
care, benefits they had earned. While VA bonuses for top officials were the most lucrative, as
high as $33,000.
This was stated as keeping these officials
from going to the private sector and earning
more, but critics claimed another reason was
they got bonuses for cutting costs by denying
vets care. Veterans for Common Sense Class
Action lawsuit helps combine efforts against the
VA and other vets can join.
Vietnam veteran crime rates are up. Half of
all male vets suffered PTSD and were arrested
or jailed at least once. “Nobody really knows
how to deprogram a soldier.” Psychiatrist
Jonathan Shay wrote that PTSD does increase
the crimes, but just war stress itself is enough.
Combat vets lose the physical war upon going
home, but not the mental battle of war. They
remain in combat mode, against another enemy.
Little is done to find good jobs for vets, and most
of their skills are not needed in civilian society.
He lists many traits they have not conducive
to peace, as: Ability to “skillfully and instantly
respond with violent, lethal force. Suppression of
compassion, horror, guilt, tenderness, grief, disgust. The capacity to lie fluently and convincingly . . . Combat service smoothes the way into
criminal careers afterward in civilian life . . . A
criminal career allows a veteran to stay in combat mode, use his hard-earned skills.”
When Marines were accused of massacring two
dozen Iraqis, they testified they were following
orders. It was drilled into them in training camp to
shoot and kill people running away from a roadside bomb attack, even if not armed and no proof.
In another case, Marines dragged an unarmed
man out of his house and shot him, then planted an
AK47 assault rifle by his body to make it appear
he was armed. They were told to increase the violence level and did, beating people. The officer in
charge may get sent to the brig, but those who train
them get away with teaching these tactics.
Two cited law cases are described of vets returning from war and doing horrible things as
killing the wife. The judges demand that despite
being awarded a purple heart, combat experience evidence is not allowed in court, though
that is an obvious great contributing factor.
Many vets become homeless or in prison and
need to learn how to live again.
There were 27,000 homeless vets on Los
Angles streets alone. The VA estimates 200,000
vets sleep on US streets at night, and 400,000
experience homelessness in a year. While
Vietnam vets did not generally go that route until
9-12 years, some Iraq vets do so quickly, become drugged and involved in crimes. Groups
as Swords to Plowshares can help.

Suicides of veterans increase
The Army Suicide Event Report of 2007
claimed suicides were the highest in 26 years.
Related to the number of days deployed. Many
suicides are listed as accidents. Maybe they were
doing the family a favor so they could receive survivor benefits. Too, suicide by cop is not listed, so
those wanting to die provoke the police to get
killed. Or just drink a lot and speed without a seat
belt on, against traffic. Many back in the states,
and who get a notice for deployment again, resort
to suicide and may make it look like an accident,
to not shame their family or their military buddies.
The Report does not record those occurring
after service. A 2007 CBS News investigation
found 120 vets kill themselves every week, over
5000 per year. “Over the last 30 years, most
observers believe more Vietnam veterans have
committed suicide than the 57,000 who died
fighting the war.” The Dept. of VA does not want
to track them, an obvious detriment to recruiting.
With the vets from the Iraq war surviving
attacks that would have killed them, they will
have to live with their major injuries, or kill themselves. Jonathan Schulze wanted to check into a
VA hospital because he felt suicidal, but was told
to call back next day. He did and was put number
26 on the waiting list and no bed was available
for him. He hanged himself 4 days later.
Army Reservist Douglas Barber kept a blog
and recorded his 2-year fight to get treatment for
PTSD and disability compensation from the VA.
He wrote “We cannot stand the memories and
decide death is better. We kill ourselves because
we are haunted by seeing children killed and

families wiped out.” He ended his life with a
shot to the skull. Suicides tend to occur when
they are denied access to a VA hospital.
Over the last 50 years presidents have made
entering the military attractive, while giving
them as little money and benefits as possible. As
Vietnam war vets ‘fighting’ for help in getting
treatment or compensation for cancer, diabetes
and birth defects in their children by wartime
exposure to the defoliant Agent Orange. South
Vietnamese doctors had noted increased miscarriages and deformed infants in 1969, with Agent
Orange increased spraying. The US government
did nothing while US troops died prematurely or
reported severe illnesses or birth defects in their
children. When a VA counselor went to her bosses with concerns, they said to just do her
assigned duties. Finally, a documentary came
out, but the VA still tried to deny it knew of the
harm, or claimed effects were reversible. A
class-action lawsuit against Monsanto ensued.
Frank McCarthy received a Bronze Star and
Purple Heart in Vietnam. He asked the VA for
help with shrapnel lodged in his body, but no
doctor could see him for 3 months. He felt hopeless, but saw the men sitting in wheelchairs who
would never walk again. Due to many VA
delays, he was evicted, his belongings strewn on
the sidewalk and stolen by thieves. “That was
the worst day of my life, worse even than
Vietnam. I felt that my country had forsaken
me.” He slept on the streets.
He did finally win $5000 in compensation
and formed the Agent Orange Victims International to aid victims or their children. “Twice
as many men are dying here in the U.S. as died
in the war. Agent Orange contains dioxin, the
most toxic substance known to mankind. Dow
Chemical company lied to this country, lied to
the government, when it said it wasn’t toxic.”
Reagan was warned that payouts to vets for
Agent Orange would threaten the system. And if
Vietnam vets were successful, other people poisoned by the US government or industry would
start movements for them. Finally after a 20year fight in 1991, George Bush Sr. signed law
to aid disabled vets. “Today, the VA recognizes
dozens of types of cancer as being caused by
wartime defoliants.”
The 1st Gulf war had its Gulf War syndrome
that was claimed having nothing to do with military service. And those complaining were called
malingerers and malcontents who could not handle combat stress. Told “It was all in my head.”
Yet 100,000 Gulf war vets claimed to have it. It
had possible causes: experimental vaccines
forced on the troops, poisonous gases, Depleted
Uranium and oil fires. The DU destroyed Iraqi
tanks and later the children developed cancers
greatly, besides US troops.
Bush Jr. in campaigning for president complained about Clinton not taking care of vets
enough, that they should not need to prove at great
lengths they are ill, even suffering from an unknown ailment. However, after Bush was president for 4 years, the Government Accountability
Office reported that research money into Gulf War
Syndrome peaked at the end of Clinton’s presidency, and declined greatly each year of Bush’s.
Politicians keep claiming they support the
troops, but budgets are not enough for vet care.
Critics noted that public view of body bags coming back from Vietnam soured the populace on
the war. So Bush Jr. kept the media from showing vets of his wars in body bags, to keep the
true cost of war out of mind. Lyndon Johnson
fought hard to avoid signing a GI Bill to aid vets,
since it would show that he had an undeclared
war going on in Vietnam.
During the draft, Clinton, Bush and Cheney
got deferments for attending college, while
poorer men were drafted. Later the draft ceased
and an all-volunteer Army came, known as a
poverty draft.
“It is the fault of the leaders who start the fight
. . . I recoil reflexively at any mention of soldiers
as heroes, because much of me sees nothing
heroic about traveling to occupy another person’s country on the orders of a misguided president and compliant Congress.”

Terrorism and Illuminati (2011)
By David Livingstone: The Illuminati is a
term to lump people and secret groups that pursue the same goals in our time. Really going
back to Babylon in 6th century BC by the Jewish
Cabbala. But even further back according to
their accounts to descendants of Fallen Angels
who inhabited Atlantis. “Fallen Angels interbred
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with human, producing a supposedly superior
race called Aryans [later claimed as Nazi super
race] to whom they taught Ancient Wisdom.”
They want to impose their New World Order, of
a one-world religion. They preserved their ‘sacred’
bloodline for their messiah to save the world.
Today the international bankers control governments, economies and cultures, enslaving in debt.
They demoralize by promoting every greed, vice
and war. They plan to show mere men they cannot
rule themselves in a controlled global market collapse, and need a savior to save them out of chaos.
“Deprived of any moral restraint, they fund
their covert activities by dominating the world of
illegal arms dealing, narcotics trafficking and
prostitution. Their activities are intertwined with
those of the world’s leading intelligence services,
the CIA, Mossad and Britain’s MI6, as well as
international crime syndicates, like the Mafia and
Asian Triads and the Yakuza of Japan.” Working
with Freemasons and other secret societies that
started many radical cults and sponsor terrorism.
The plan is to start WWIII as a Clash of
Civilizations between the Liberal Democratic
West and Islamic fundamentalism, and set up the
New World Order. Though the Muslim world has
their own corruption and has been sufficiently
weakened to not really be a world threat, as the
Ottoman Empire which was easily crushed.
Zbigniew Brzezinki himself, prime architect
of made-up threats, said: “It is the leading religion of the world with 1.5 billion followers. But
what is there in common among Saudi Arabian
fundamentalism, moderate Morocco, Pakistan
militarism, Egyptian pro-Western or Central
Asian secularities? Nothing more than what
unites the Christian countries.” Many Muslims
have been funded and guided to produce terrorism against the West. [As I reported, al-Qaeda in
Afghanistan against Russia, later ISIS.]
The Illuminati push the idea that religion of
the masses is wrong, and must be guided by
Lucifer, spouting Liberty (as the Statue of
Liberty), freedom to do what you want. So progressive religions ruling in government have
been replaced by secularism, as in the French
and US revolutions. Compulsory education has
taught that religion is superstitious, led by the
General Board of Education chartered by John
D. Rockefeller and the Carnegie Foundation for
the Advancement of Teaching. These taxexempt foundations manipulated the masses,
indoctrinating youth to the state and separating
children from parents.
Leading Mason Albert Pike told of 3 World
Wars, culminating in a fake King David to rule
the world. Actually of the bloodline of high
rulers, as Alexander the Great and Herod the
Great. From Babylon, to Persians and Medes, to
Greece and Rome. Co-opted by Khazars who
claim to be Jews of Judah, but are not. As the
Rothschilds intermarried with European royalty,
by financing their great wealth. Rothschild
meaning Red Shield or the ‘Star of David’ but
really going back far in history of the meaning of
666. Which became the symbol of Israel they
founded and its flag, and thrusting terrorism to
gain Palestine beginning in 1948.
Most US presidents have been Masons as
well as the Founding Fathers. Their Masonic
symbols of the US Great Seal were hidden until
FDR put them on the $1 bill, All-Seeing-Eye of
Lucifer over a pyramid [a recurring theme of
corporate logos]. The 1776 on the Seal really
refers to the Illuminati refounding then.
In 1870, Pike joined with Bismarck of Germany and Mazzini (helped form the MAFIA, he
being the M). All 33-degree Masons, agreed to
overarch all Masonry into one, or Scottish Rite.
Along with 33-degree Lord Palmerston, Queen
Victoria’s foreign secretary. He pushed opium
into China, and when they objected he used the
British East India Company to force them to continue their addiction. In the Opium War they
gained Hong Kong, a drug hub for the area.
Pike co-founded the KKK and outlined 3
World Wars (2 have happened as he wrote), culminating in Islamic and Political Zionists (Israel) warring against each other to their destruction. And all other nations fighting each other to
utter exhaustion.
[Islam was created by Catholics to gain Jerusalem, but Muslims became too powerful. Catholicism itself came from the false conversion
of Constantine, Roman Emperor who then made
the ‘Holy’ Roman Empire and ended the torture
of Christians, true and false ones. But continued
again when Catholicism as a whole was made
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and the Inquisition began anew.]
Under Napoleon’s ‘Roman’ Empire, French
Masons met with their counterparts of Egypt.
Which later formed the Muslim Brotherhood.
The British sought to Divide and Rule as the
Roman Empire motto. Using Muslim terrorists
in their stead by Masonic influence in both
nations. It was not legal in Islam for a Muslim to
kill another Muslim. So a new interpretation was
made allowing this in Jihad. Known as
Wahhabism after the founding British agent
Mohammed Abdul Wahhab.
The British noticed many weaknesses of
Islam to exploit, as lack of hygiene so prone to
disease. Encouraged illiteracy and rule by dictators. The British introduced Muslim leaders to
vices as sex, gambling and alcohol. British missionaries taught subversive ways, disguised as
monks and nuns, and offered free books with
wrong ideas of propaganda, as women were to
be under subjection. Eventually the British
installed Saud in the new Saudi Arabia to rule
for them in the Muslim world, who demanded
350,000 amputations for crimes as robbery. In
time with the use of oil money, it would be able
to finance its religion and terrorism to other
Muslims for the British. And the British gained
control over the largest known oil reserve.
The British are ruled by the “City of London”
and the Bank of England, a private corporation. A
square mile city, a sovereign state located in the
heart of London as the Vatican of the financial
world, not subject to British law. Run by the
Crown or British monarch, the title head of the Illuminati, the intermarriage of Lucifarian bloodlines. [All but one US president was of these
bloodlines, too.] The Queen is also the Grand
Patroness of Freemasonry and Order of the Garter
which is the parent group over Freemasonry. Her
husband is a top leader of it, too.
Rothschilds made their money from the misfortunes of others in stock market crashes and
wars. And used fractional money to gain more
wealth. Eventually gaining control over each
nation’s finances. As the US using the Federal
Reserve, actually of private bankers, and having
the US government pay for printing its own
money, which it could do without.
Winston Churchill was a Scottish Rite Mason
and of the Order of the Garter. He learned his
famous V-sign from Satanist Aleister Crowley
[British spy] and much more.
Kuwait was also run by secret Jews. To provoke Iraq to attack it, slant oil drilling into Iraq
was conducted.
Churchill and J.P. Morgan conspired to have the
US passenger ship Lusitania sunk by the Germans,
illegally carrying munitions for WWI. So the US
was led into the war. The League of Nations after
the war was a stepping stone to global rule, but
thwarted by the US. Later after WWII, the United
Nations substituted, on Rockefeller land. Churchill
wrote of the global conspiracy: “This world conspiracy has been steadily growing . . . [as in] the
French revolution. It has been the mainspring of
every subversive movement during the 19th century. And now at last this band of extraordinary personalities from the underworld of the great cities
of Europe and American have gripped the people
of Russia by the hair of their head and have
become the undisputed masters of that enormous
empire.”—Illustrated Sunday Herald 1920.
Council on Foreign Relations member Carroll
Quigley wrote in Tragedy & Hope that the CFR
is the US branch of a British society wanting all
national boundaries gone for One World Order.
“They want to bring about the surrender of the
sovereignty of the national independence of the
United States . . . want the world banking monopoly . . . [for] control of global government.”
Hitler’s rise to power after WWI was aided by
such US companies as Rockefeller’s Standard Oil
cartel trading with Germany’s I.G. Farben. [Also
funded by the rich made richer in the Great Stock
Market Crash.] George H.W. Bush’s father Prescott
was board member of Union Banking and member
of the Skull and Bones Club. The US government
found Prescott Bush under the Trading with the
Enemy Act aiding Nazis and seized all shares of
Union Banking. But he went free.
Within two years of the CIA operation in
Afghanistan, the border land between Pakistan
and Afghanistan became the world’s top heroin
producer, for 60% of US demand. Pakistanis went
from almost zero to 1.2 million heroin addicts.
Sicilian mafia manage its export from Pakistan
labs to US pizza parlors according to the DEA.
Former journalist of US ABC John Cooley
authored Unholy Wars telling of training inside
the US for jihadist terrorist groups at High Rock
gun club in Naugtuck, Connecticut.
“If the American people knew what we have
done, they would string us up from the lamp
posts.”—George H.W. Bush
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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You’re Invited to Participate in a
Survey About Servant Leadership
am conducting research on
the relationship between
pastoral and attendee perceptions of executive servant leadership and church climate/outcomes in a Christian
denomination in
the United States.
I would like
to ask you to
complete the
questionnaire
with truthful responses.
Vo l u n t a r y Linda French
participation in
this study will help me understand the nature of the relationships of perceptions of pastors and attendees concerning
servant leadership and church
climate.
I will organize the questionnaire results and prepare them
for analysis. All questionnaire
results will remain strictly confidential and anonymous. Responses will be available for this
researcher and her assistants.
The reporting of questionnaire
results will be summative.
The questionnaires open with
demographic information concerning you. The demographics
are requested to sort the position of the participant for analysis purposes and to gain a better understanding of the background of participants in this
study. A range of responses concerning the demographic questions is expected.
By taking this survey, you are
giving consent to be a voluntary

I

participant in this study. There
is no direct benefit to you for
participating in this research;
however, your participation will
be of value in providing insight
into the relationship between
servant leadership, church climate, and church outcomes.
To this researcher’s knowledge, there are no known risks
to you in participating in this
study. You have the right to
withdraw from participation at
any time, and the nature of the
study is voluntary. You also have
the right to skip or not answer
any question for any reason.
To begin the survey, please
click on “Informed Consent”
on the page that first appears at
tinyurl.com/lf renchsur vey.
Once you give consent, then
select the click option next to ‘I
consent’ and it will take you
directly to the questionnaire.
The questionnaire should take
only about ten minutes of your
time to finish. The questionnaire is completely confidential
and anonymous. If you are not
sure how to answer a question
you may leave it blank. Click
“done” at the end of the survey
and it is finished.
If you have any concerns,
questions, or would like more
information about this study,
please feel free to contact me at
503-621-7713.
Your participation is greatly
appreciated. Thank you.
Respectfully,
—Linda French, Ed.D.
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Sharing a Lifetime
of Study and Experience!
Subjects written in my book are topics regarding life, liberty,
history and our health. These subjects should serve as an
antidote to our younger generation and to all ages whether
applied individually or in a church group or a family group.
Throughout my 75 years of life I have witnessed the problems of many people and have learned and watched that,
by gaining in understanding and following God’s biblical
principles, many have received good health of the body,
mind and spirit.
Following biblical advice is not religious. It is common sense
and is the wisest way to live life, for godliness with contentment is great gain.

$24.00 hardback cover, 216 pages, free shipping USA

Book: Important

Things That Really Matter

Author: Darl E. Arbogast
Order by mail:

Darl Arbogast / book
P.O. Box 85 / Parrottsville, TN 37843
Table of Contents available by e-mail: dmawcgm@gmail.com
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Your Passport to
Salvation, Part 2
here have always been people who have
claimed to be, or others have claimed for
them to be, the Messiah. One of the latest
widely mocked reincarnations of these claims
for Messiah-hood was former president
Barack Obama. A quick Internet search for Messiah
Barack Obama brings up a host of sites that show the
depths humanity will delve to in attempting to lift up
another man.
From the book The Gospel According to the Apostle Barack by Barbara H. Thompson, (AuthorHouse July
2012, ISBN-10, 1468587021, available in paperback and
Kindle from Amazon.com) the following quote: “For
when the answers were unlocked and enacted, Apostle
Barack’s vision of America would be realized.”
Ms. Thompson, according to the publisher’s release,
“. . . (holds) graduate degrees from Florida A&M
University and Florida State University. She has been
teaching for more than twenty-five years at the university level with experience in the areas of health, physical education and sport management. She is a professor
at Florida A&M University, a former assistant vice president for academic affairs, past president of her university’s chapter of United Faculty of Florida, a graduate of
the National Education Association’s Emerging Leader
Academy and a two-time recipient of the Who’s Who
Among America’s Teachers Award.”
Wow, an accomplished lady! Very well received in
academia. And obviously totally deceived about the
required credentials for Apostle-hood. I doubt many
of us reading this are surprised she would come to this
conclusion based on her background. It becomes obvious from people of her ilk that Romans 1:18-32 was
written as a warning to us to take great care in whom
we trust. Her foolishness should be obvious. However,
to millions of Americans it wasn’t, and still isn’t.
We can see that carnal-minded people placed President Obama on a pedestal, hoping he would give them
the utopia they sought. We now see the end results of
trusting a man. On the other side, some now are doing
the same thing with President Trump: trusting the arm
of man for our physical salvation. As we can see above,
for those who don’t have a relationship with God some
go so far as to entrust men with their spiritual salvation.
Why do they do this? Because it’s easy to do! It’s easy
to give another person responsibility for your wellbeing. It removes the responsibility of acting for themselves. We are told to work out our own salvation.
Work! It takes work to reach salvation. Physical or spiritual. You want to be saved from a natural disaster? It
takes a lot of work to prepare, and, when it hits, it’s a
lot of work to save yourself. Ask anyone from New Jersey or New
Orleans.
Salvation is the same. We are not
SAVED by this work. But the work is
necessary to be saved. Think of it like
this. There is a great flood. Your
house is a good mile from the nearest
road that is open. It’s going to take a
lot of work for you to hike across
those flooded plains to reach the
road while you are carrying all you
can salvage on your back.
The sun is beating down. Alligators and snakes are
in the water all around. You definitely are not saved
yet; you are still in the flood. You make it to the road,
but you still aren’t saved! All those reptiles flushed out
of their dens are swarming around you. Now, along
comes the Army National Guard in a huge truck. They
stop, you get in, and now you are saved.
Did your work save you? It got you to the road, but,
unless that truck came along, one of those alligators
was eventually going to get you when you fell asleep.
Your salvation was a gift to you from the State National
Guard, when the driver stopped.
You could have worked to get there, and, if the driver didn’t stop, all your hard work was useless! But,
because the truck driver had mercy on you, and

T

stopped, you now have physical salvation. It takes both!
God’s gift to us is Christ’s sacrifice to pay the price
we deserve for our sins. Too many churches stop there.
Too many churches go way past that also, requiring all
sorts of actions to receive ‘salvation.’ Confessions to
the local priest, donations to the church, obedience to
limits of travel on the Sabbath.
Or swearing allegiance to a man.
“Right-ON, Bill! You NAILED IT! Those Catholics are DEAD WRONG to place the Pope above all
that’s sacred.”
Hmm. I don’t believe I mentioned the Pope,
did I?
Unless there is a major
change in one of the churches
that publish ads in this paper
between the time I type this
and it’s published, you will find
one organization that places a
man at the pinnacle of humanity,
right next to Christ and the
Father, and claims he was in direct
contact and communication with
Them.
I personally know of at least three
others claiming to be leaders in one or
another church from the former
WCG who place a man in the same
esteem. Esteem that God Himself said
no other being ever created deserves. I venture to state that, given the resources and
time, I could find numerous others who
do the same.
Unfortunately, there are a multitude of laypersons in
the former WCG fellowship who willingly gobble up
and swallow the lies taught by these men. The lie is
being a human can be deserving of our undying loyalty.
There has been only one human who deserves this loyalty, and he has been exalted by the Father. That person
is the one we are to look to as the head of the church.
Your passport to salvation is not the corporate church
you attend!!!! I cannot emphasize that enough. There is
no church, or for that matter any human on the face of
this earth, who has the ability to separate you from
God and condemn you to any form of punishment by
God. Contrary to what their leaders may claim.
Your passport to salvation is your faith in God, and the
sacrifice of His only begotten son for the sins you have
repented of. God’s word tells us we may not even know
what to pray for, but the sprit makes intercession for us.

God said he knew Abraham would command his
children, but, until the test with Isaac, God did not
know Abraham was willing to make the same sacrifice
God knew God had to make for mankind.
Will we all be tested to the point Abraham was? I
doubt it. But I’m not God either. I do believe we will
be tested to a point God can know we will never waiver from the job He sets before us. Abraham will be
directly under Christ. This we know. Therefore, his
level of responsibility, I presume, is second only to
Christ’s. And therefore his faith must also
match his level of responsibility.
What job does God have planned for
you? God, and possibly Christ, are the only
ones who currently know. So, if I’m right
about tests and responsibility, then you
may or may not have to face something
as drastic as Abraham did.
Whatever it is, the faith you exhibit
during your tests, that is your passport.
Not swearing allegiance to a book by a
man. By exhibiting faith, you will
cement your salvation. Your faith is
shown by your works (James 2:18).
To be clear, your salvation is not
EARNED by your works, but the
proof of your faith is SHOWN by
your works.
Look at David. He was held up
by God as a man after God’s own heart.
He trusted God implicitly. Look at Noah. God
tells him to build a wooden boat the size of which we
have not seen since, and he obeys. Joseph is told his fiancée is pregnant from a spirit? And he has to marry her?
Those are pretty dramatic, but what if you are faced
with death? Renounce God and you live; refuse and you
are burned alive. Or thrown into a pit with wild animals.
Or, in modern times, forced to watch your child tortured
and raped and then cut asunder while you are alive.
Frankly, I don’t know if I have it in me. I pray I do.
This is the kind of faith God has to know you have.
That faith is a gift from God. We don’t develop it
inside ourselves. We don’t work it up in our minds.
God gives it to us. God gives us as much as we need, no
matter what the trial. Our weakness is taking that
freely given gift and applying it. Acting on it.
Without the assurance we provide to God by His
witnessing our faith in action, He cannot give us eternal life. In the Garden, God said that He had to cut off
Adam and Eve lest they also take from the tree of life
and live forever (Gen 3:22).
God knows the torment and
torture Satan suffers from.
Satan suffers from the transgressions he commits against
God’s law. God is not willing
that any should suffer. He knows
if He gives us eternal life, and
we are not able to act on the
faith He gives us, if there is ever
a chance we can fail He must
never allow that to happen. We
love our pets. Just as we don’t let our pets suffer in pain
and torment with a terrible injury or illness, God will
not allow us to place ourselves in a condition of eternal
sin, and those consequences.
Furthermore, if we cannot act on the faith He gives us,
and overcome the trials that will come, He is faced with
the possibility of another rebellion. And, for the good of
all humanity, He cannot allow that to ever happen again.
In this very issue, you will read at least one ad that
will tell you if you are in the writer’s corporate church
you will not have to face the tests and trials I listed
above. He will tell you God will spare you because you
put your faith in the words of Herbert Armstrong, and
follow that pastor in obeying those words.
And he’s telling you to put your trust in a man, exactly what God Himself told you to never do.

Whatever it is, the faith
you exhibit during your tests, that
is your passport. Not swearing
allegiance to a book by a man.
So you stole a candy bar from the local 7/11 when you were
a preteen. And you have forgotten to specifically ask for
repentance for that specific act. Are you now under condemnation till you fess up and ask for forgiveness?
No, let’s be realistic here. Yes, you have to have
repented for your sins, for the way of life you led that
was focused on yourself, not others, not God’s way of
life. Having done so, it is now your responsibility to
actually do your very best to follow the new way of life
God has outlined for you in His word. That continual
sincere effort proves to God you are actually repentant.
God has to see action from you. Until Abraham’s
test with Isaac, God didn’t know the level of faith
Abraham had (Gen 22:12). God knew Abraham had a
level of faith. He left Ur. He had proved himself in
other means and tests (Gen 18:19).

Brought to you as a public service by Hawkeye Home Inspection Service. “We give you the truth”
www.HawkeyeInspectionService.com / bill.hawkins1@gmail.com
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Scripture Intuition Check
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Question That Pastor!

By Miss Emmett Koppe
As a 17-year-old college student who delights in creative writing, I put this quiz together as a fun challenge for believers to see how well their intuition can
determine what is Scripture and what's not. All the
quotes on this quiz are directly from Scripture.

1. “We knelt down on the shore and prayed.”
(a) Matthew, (b) Acts, (c) Pilgrims

2. “The sun will be darkened and the moon will not give its light.”
(a) Matthew, (b) Ezekiel, (c) Mark

3. “Love your neighbor as yourself.”
(a) Galatians, (b) Romans, (c) James

D

oes he have the answers to the
big questions? Are the blind given their sight? Does that crippled person receive healing? Are
the poor made prosperous?
He can’t answer truthfully. Ask him “Where
are the gifts of the Holy Spirit?” Quote 1 Cor.
12:8-10 and chapter 14.
He preaches a good sermon? So what? The
results—gifts of the Spirit of God—are just
not there.

4. “I will ask you something. Hide nothing from me.”
(a) Jeremiah, (b) Samuel, (c) Donald Trump

Gal. 3:5—Does he do that? Ask him “Why
not?” The answer is “It is not the ecclesia of
Jesus Christ.”
Also ask “Where are the signs of Matt.
11:5?” He will beat around the bush.
So where are the answers to these important questions?
They answer according to their own desires and to keep their own incomes, but not
going according to the word of God.

5. “Love covers a multitude of sins.”
(a) Ephesians, (b) Proverbs, (c) Peter

6. “Every kingdom divided against itself cannot stand.”

Lawrence G. Mumme

(a) Matthew, (b) Luke, (c) Abraham Lincoln

10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735

7. “The prince asks for gifts, the judge seeks a bribe, and
the great man utters his evil desire; so they scheme
together.”
(a) Proverbs, (b) Micah, (c) African proverb

8. The natives showed us unusual kindness for they kindled
a fire and made us all welcome, because of the rain that
was falling and because of the cold.”

Connections: Member to Member
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755

(a) Acts, (b) Joshua, (c) Lewis and Clark

(903) 636-4779 • lkcartwright@aol.com

9. “Though he has escaped the sea, yet justice does not
allow [him] to life.”
(a) Joshua, (b) Acts, (c) Legend of a pirate

10. “. . . That the purpose of God according to the election
might stand.”
(a) Romans, (b) Acts, (c) Billy Graham election material
Answers (NKJV): 1 (b) Acts 21:5 / 2 (a, b, c) Matthew 24:29; Ezekiel 32:7;
Mark 13:24 / 3 (a, b, c) Galatians 5:14; James 2:8; Romans 13:9 / 4 (a, b)
Jeremiah 38:14; 2 Samuel 14:18 / 5 (b, c) Peter 4:8; Proverbs 10:12 / 6
(a, b, c) Matthew 12:25; Luke 11:17 / 7 (b) Micah 7:3 / 8 (a) Acts 28:2 /
9 (b) Acts 28:4 / 10 (a) Romans 9:11.

CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER is published by THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES
OF GOD. © 2017 JMC Associates. All rights reserved. The publisher reserves the
right to refuse any advertising for any reason or for no reason. Classified advertisements are 25 cents a word. Prayer requests and obituaries of reasonable length
are run free of charge as space is available. For display-advertising rates and deadline information, write Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.com or P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or phone her at (903) 636-4779.

What is ‘the law’—according to Hebrews?

T

he general assumption is that
‘the law’ was given at Mt.
Sinai in Exodus 20. The book
of Hebrews and others don’t see it
that way.
Heb 7:11: “Therefore, if perfection were
through the Levitical priesthood (for
under it the people received the law) . . .”
(NKJV).
According to this verse ‘the law’
was received through the Levitical
priesthood. The Levitical priesthood
didn’t exist in Exodus 20. The firstborn were the priests at that time.
The Levitical priesthood didn’t begin
until Aaron was anointed about nine
months later (Ex 40:2-17). The Levites had to be exchanged with the
firstborn priests (Num 3:12, 45).
Actually, the better NASB translation of Hebrews 7:11 indicates ‘the
law’ was based on the Levitical priesthood. They administered it. Since they
were not priests as of Exodus 20 and
no mention is made of the tribe of
Levi at all in the Sinai covenant, how
was the Sinai instruction ‘the law’
intended by Hebrews?
The instruction in Exodus 20-23 is

not what Hebrews considers ‘the
law.’ It affirms that ‘the law’ is connected to a covenant. Christ brings a
better covenant. Heb 7:22: “By so much
more Jesus has become a surety of a better
covenant.”
If Christ brings a better covenant
than the old order, ‘the law’ had to be
part of a covenant also. Indeed that
order had to change. Heb 7:12: “For,
the priesthood being changed, there takes
place of necessity a change of law also”
(Darby). Many translations indicate
‘the law’ changes. The original text
does not really say that. It indicates a
wholesale change of law. ‘The law’
doesn’t change. It remains as written.
Mat 5:18: “For assuredly, I say to you,
till heaven and earth pass away, one jot or
one tittle will by no means pass from the
law till all is fulfilled.”
The better covenant brought by
Christ for His followers is different
from the covenant that established
‘the law.’ The law of the Sinai/Horeb
covenant is different too.
“These are the words of the covenant
which the LORD commanded Moses to
make with the children of Israel in the

land of Moab, besides the covenant which
He made with them in Horeb” (Deu
29:1). The terms of the Moab covenant established ‘the law’ for Israel.
“So it was, when Moses had completed
writing the words of this law in a book,
when they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of
the covenant of the LORD, saying: “Take
this Book of the Law, and put it beside the
ark of the covenant of the LORD your God
. . .” (Deu 31:24-26).
That book contained ‘the law’ that
was received through the Levitical
priesthood. It was based on the
administration of Levi. “If a matter
arises which is too hard for you to judge
. . . then you shall arise and go up to the
place which the LORD your God chooses.
And you shall come to the priests, the
Levites, and to the judge there in those
days, and inquire of them; they shall pronounce upon you the sentence of judgment”
(Deu 17:8-9). It also formally established Levi as priests (Deu 18:1-5).
This ‘law’ was added because of
transgressions (Deu 9:24-25; 4:1; Gal
3:19). At Sinai there was also a law
established, but not because of trans-

gression. It was not added to anything. “Now therefore, if you will indeed
obey My voice and keep My covenant,
then you shall be a special treasure to Me
. . . And you shall be to Me a kingdom of
priests and a holy nation . . .’ (Ex 19:5-6).
Moses instructed Joshua to set up
stones and “write on them all the words of
this law” that he gave that day in Moab
(Deu 27:1-3). Joshua called that law the
Law of Moses (Josh 8:32). That law is
‘the law’ to which Hebrews refers. It
became the basis for what was known as
‘the law’ during New Testament times.
The Sinai covenant instruction is not
the Law of Moses, but the Law of God.
There is a difference. God’s Law doesn’t
need Levi to function.
Don’t wait for someone ordained
of men to look into this for you. If
one doesn’t understand ‘the law,’ how
can one understand the New Testament, which refers to it frequently?
Develop your own relationship with
the Creator by seeking to understand
how His instruction fits together.
CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others have missed.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031
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Continuing says it’s fastest-growing COG in 21st century
Continued from page 1

of attendees were from Kenya (which
is also the nation we have the most
members in), we also had leaders from
Ethiopia, Ghana, Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania, plus one from
Serbia, as well as me from the U.S.A.
Most were eager to learn more of
the truth as well as support the work
as we strive to fulfill Jesus’ commissions in Matthew 24:14 and 28:19-20.
Attendees who did not have a
WCG-related background (such as
Protestants as well as those with a
CG7 background) asked doctrinal
questions that were different from
those I have usually encountered.
So I decided to add some additional material to future editions of our
booklets.

That had been my plan for some
time and, since I had been in Kenya,
that was possible. Before I came to
Kenya, Pastor Ochieng asked me to
approve his request for several ordinations, which I tentatively did before
arrival after asking Pastor Evans some
questions about those he suggested.
Well, we now have several more
ordained laborers. We prayed that
God would grant more of His Spirit to
the following as they were ordained in
the roles listed after their names:
Tiongik Sawek, pastor; William
Kirui, pastor; Ezekiel Oanda Ombaso, pastor; Martin Wanga, pastor;
Sasha Veljic, elder; Nimrod Ondigo
Ochieng, deacon; Kennedy Odhiambo, deacon; and Erina Anyango Obonyo, deaconess.

Ordinations in Africa and elsewhere
It has been my view, as well as the
view of various others in the Continuing Church of God, that since he
has been doing “the work of an evangelist” (2 Timothy 4:5), Pastor Evans
Ochieng Kisiengo should receive an
ordination as an evangelist.

Need to clarify
Our Serbian elder, Mr. Veljic, sent
us a report about the Nairobi conference, which reads in part:
“Due to a huge potential to grow, as
well as a very receptive audience to
what CCOG has to announce to the
world, the all-African conference was

held in Nairobi Feb. 8-9, 2017 . . .
“There was a great need to clarify
doctrinal confusion that is being perpetuated by some Sabbath-keeping groups

Mr. Veljic went on to say that the
“topic of prophecy” generates much
interest in Africa. However, a confused
view of prophecy perpetuated by some

by Calvinists that only 2 percent of
mankind will be saved, and all of
them white people.
In the Continuing Church of God
we continue to reach
people in Africa and
expect to see more
growth there.

Century for growth
The Continuing
Church of God is the
fastest-growing
Church of God in the
21st century. We have
greatly exceeded the
growth of 30 percent
per year enjoyed years
ago by the Radio/
CONTINUING IN AFRICA—Pastor and over- Church of God in Africa on his recent visit to that
Worldwide Church
seer Bob Thiel of Arroyo Grande, Calif. (center continent. See the article beginning on page 1.
of God.
front), meets with members of his Continuing [Courtesy photo]
We believe that Jewhich traditionally exist in Africa.
Sabbath-keeping groups identifies Africa sus is opening doors for us to reach
“On the other hand, many African as supposedly “the second beast.”
people all over, but especially in
members, even though they are keen
Such ideas, reported Mr. Veljic, Africa.
about the truth, need to be well have “baffled many of our members.”
For details about the topics covered
instructed in all the biblical doctrines. Therefore much confusion was cleared in this article, see the Continuing
The conference in Nairobi attempted up and prophetic scenarios explained. Church of God’s and my websites at
to respond to such needs.”
The confusion included the notion ccog.org and cogwriter.com.

Europe, with aid of Vatican, aims to upset the balance of power
Continued from page 3

The present speaker is a Roman
Catholic vehemently opposed to Donald Trump’s candidacy even after he
had won the nomination.
The minority leader and the new
majority leader of the House of Representatives on the Democratic side
are both Catholic.
In 2016 until the death of one of its
judges, six of the nine Supreme Court
judges were Roman Catholic. The
FBI and CIA, as well as Homeland
Security leadership positions, were
also under Roman Catholic control, in
the thinking of the Vatican.
According to the Jesuit colleges in
the United States, there were 48 graduates of Jesuit colleges serving as lawmakers in the 2015 Congress. In fact,
31 percent of the 114th Congress identified as Catholic compared with 22
percent of the population. The number
of Protestant representatives has dropped
18 percent since the 1960s.
The role of Jesuits
The devotion of both 2016 vicepresidential candidates to their Christian faith was widely reported, and to
a lesser degree how both men were
taught by Jesuits and how each had
desired to enter the priesthood.
It appears both were directed into
politics instead and played double
jeopardy in the recent race for vice
president.
The new vice president of the
United States often made the statement “First I am a Christian, second I
am a family man, and third I am a
politician.”
But in the interests of total disclosure it would have been more forthcoming to admit to mainstream Protestant America that he is first of all a
Jesuit.
He is now just a heartbeat away
from becoming the first Jesuit president of the United States of America.
Making casual observance of his
understatement of fact, nothing might
seem too far out of the ordinary, but
with a brief study of the Jesuits
throughout history, and the growing
strength of the Jesuit order, a much
more sinister reality might appear.
The Jesuit priesthood has been
regarded as the most extreme and
feared order in the Catholic Church.
Their involvement in the Spanish
Inquisition is a fact of history, and
their secrecy in training men to become embedded in Protestant church
ministries and in political systems of
nations, including predominantly Protestant nations in an effort to undermine and eventually take political
control, has a long history.

Even as the present first Jesuit pope
was chosen, he told the cardinals who
elected him that “they may live to
regret their choice.”
Wayward daughter nations
With the Protestant Reformation,
and with the loss of Britain and the
expanding British Empire including
Canada, Australia and New Zealand
and the emerging Protestant America,
it became the undying aim over all
other goals of the Roman Catholic
hierarchy at the Vatican to one day
take back control of what they call
“their wayward daughter nations.”
Throughout American history the
danger of allowing the Catholic
Church into the mainstream of American life was recognized. At the time
of the War of Independence it was
recorded that there were only two or
three Catholic priests in the Colonies.
By the time of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln was reported
to have said, “If the Southern generals
knew the inroads which the Jesuits

calling itself fair and balanced, was
against the Protestant candidate who
won.
The organization’s top presenter for
16 years, a Roman Catholic, launched
several attacks on Mr. Trump, not just
to test his positions on the issues, but
was attempting to destroy the candidate in several live interviews, to the
point where he was asked what his
motives were.
In the opening moments of the first
Republican debate this was again attempted by the same organization’s
top female personality, also a Catholic.
The network’s owner, the most
powerful news-services controller in
the world, also made it known that he
was against Mr. Trump.
An E-mail released by WikiLeaks
revealed how the owner was mocked
for having his children baptized into
the Catholic Church.
The baptisms were an indication of
how important their Catholic membership would be in their adult lives,
in their present roles of helping their

black” when appearing before the
pope, who is dressed in white to display the purity of his office.
It is in such ways that this lack
of subtlety in the training of the
traditions of the church is being
thrust upon the leadership of the two
greatest predominantly Protestant
democracies.
Always half truth
The name chosen by the railroad
worker’s son from Argentina was not
taken from St. Francis the bird lover
as the world has been led to believe.
Rather, it was the name of one of the
feared founders of the Jesuit Order.
It is also of interest to note that the
flag of the European Union on every
European passport, including that of
Great Britain for now, was not taken
from the circle of 13 stars that represented the original 13 colonies of
the United States, as was first suggested in the move to unite all European nations.
Rather, it was taken from the circle

The Vatican state’s leaders continue to pursue their
archaic goal of Vatican domination of all of Christianity.
had made in the nation, they would
end the war and turn their attention to
fighting the Jesuits.”
The great institutions of learning
built by the Protestant churches in
America went to the Scriptures to
point out the reality of the “great false
church,” which had made itself rich
by controlling the nations, using its
ambassadors around the world to their
political and financial advantage.
It has been reported that the only
Protestant area still standing against
Jesuit infiltration is America’s Bible
Belt, and the saturation of the area
with Roman Catholics from across the
border is supposed to give them the
victory through population growth
and intermarriage.
This is a good reason for the pope’s
condemnation of the construction of a
wall at the border.
Fair and balanced?
The secularization of the nation has
led to a biased press focusing its attention on candidates espousing traditional Judeo-Christian values, but during the year of television interviews
and months of presidential debates an
even stranger phenomenon was seen
to emerge.
Even the top-rated conservative
cable news network in the country,

father in purchasing and operating
media outlets in Europe and the
Catholic world of one billion souls.
All three leading shows on the network were headed by Roman Catholics during the election, as well as
many who appear daily, all of whom
would perhaps appreciate a “Well
done, my son,” or “Well done, my
child,” coming from their priest in the
confessional.
This was rather than having the top
rating of the evening or the approval of
the conservative candidate’s supporters, as each took the opportunity to help
destroy the Protestant front-runner.
This scenario may seem an archaic
and unreal hypothesis in the 21st century, until considering the so far unashamed long-term goal of the
Vatican state’s leaders, who continue
to pursue their archaic goal of Vatican
domination of all of Christianity.
Submissive color
When she was first lady, Laura
Bush was chastised by a Catholic official for not wearing the appropriate
attire as she accompanied her husband
when meeting the pope.
Similar instruction in protocol is
being obeyed by the queen of England, who is the head of the Church
of England, wearing “submissive

of stars seen around the head of the
Virgin Mary, recently made an equal
to Jesus in Catholic teaching.
A short study of many of the practices introduced into the Catholic
Church over the centuries, and observed by the Protestant world today,
are not taken from the Bible or from
the practices of the long-established
true Church of God at Jerusalem
founded by Jesus and the apostles, but
are taken from the pre-Christian world
in celebration of fertility, with eggs and
rabbits and from the worship of the sun
rather than the true worship of God and
in recognition of the real Jesus Christ.
Total control slipping away?
The reversal of their supposed onschedule takeover of their Protestant
“wayward daughter nations” may soon
become an embarrassment to the
Vatican leadership. With the pending
departure of the still-Protestant Great
Britain from the mainly Catholic European Union and a future withdrawal of
Protestant Northwestern Europe, and
even the larger, more-Catholic Holland
and France, and with the election of
President Trump, who waved his Protestant Bible and shouted “I’m a Presbyterian, I’m a Presbyterian” during the
election, the dream of total Catholic
control may be slipping away.

If they lose control of the Protestant
nations of Europe begun by Brexit
and their dream of taking the U.S.
presidency and key leadership positions in the government in the new
administration, what will the new approach of the Vatican leadership be to
gain the upper hand to obtain a final
victory in this centuries-old struggle
to rule all of the Christian world?
Why, of course! They will resort to
the age-old tradition of the church at
Rome, which was first given its
power over the religion of the entire
Roman Empire by none other than
Emperor Constantine—by using the
power of military force against all opposition to Roman Catholic rule in
order to take back what they see as
rightfully theirs on the European continent and abroad.
How possible in the 21st century?
This is all possible by the use of the
sword, held steadily by Germany throughout the ages after the fall of the Roman
Empire, and now again in total economic, political and growing military
control of what will remain of the
European Union combine of nations.
According to Bible prophecy there
will be 10 militarized nations remaining
after all the Protestant original descendant nations of ancient Israel who settled
in Western and Northwestern Europe attempt to separate themselves from the
final resurrection of the old Holy Roman
Empire of the German people.
Germany is building long-range
rockets in the European Space Project
that will be used to take back the Protestant wayward daughter nations to
finally end their rebellion, in order to
please the Vatican and finally give Germany world domination.
Believe it or not, this is exactly
how the papal leadership at the Vatican will decide to deal with America
and Britain.
The Vatican state will lend its diplomatic support to the growing military
might of Germany, by using its political
control over the European Parliament
and over the 500 million Catholics of
South American nations, to call for our
defeat and military occupation, giving
the Vatican both church and state domination over the Protestant nations of
America and Britain.
Prophecy indicates that America
and Britain will go into a national captivity of three and one-half years.
This victory will be short-lived,
however, when out of total frustration
with constant Vatican demands the
coming German leader will turn his
nuclear weapons on Rome, before the
German-Vatican alliance is defeated
and replaced by true Christianity.
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It’s about time to revisit the timing of the annual holy days

The writer is an elder in The Church
of God at Imus City.
By Max Noble
MUS CITY, Cavite, Philippines—
Is it important for Sabbatarians to
observe God’s sabbaths, weekly
and annual, on the correct days and
correct times?
According to THE JOURNAL’s editor,
some Sabbathkeeping groups
observe the
weekly Sabbath
from Saturday
morning to Saturday evening,
and others from
Saturday morning till Sunday
morning.
In turn, the Max Noble
corporate churches of God (CCGs) do
it from sundown of Friday to sundown
the following day.
Editor Dixon Cartwright also said
that there are two unusual varieties of
recognizing the time of the weekly
Sabbath among some of the groups.
The first begins each month of the
holy-day calendar with day one; the
second starts on the first day of the
Jewish calendar.
As regards the annual holy days
(which are the subject of this article),
the disagreement among Sabbatarians
is even wider. Last year (2016), for
instance, most of the CCGs celebrated
the Passover on April 22. Some noncorporate churches observed it a day
or two earlier, a few a month earlier
and the rest on different dates.
Consequently, the observance of
Pentecost and the remaining annual
festivals fell, or will fall, on different
dates as well.

I

Why can’t we agree?
Sabbatarians read and study the
same Bible (although in different versions), but why can’t they agree on
the annual holy days listed in the
Good Book?
Comparisons may be odious, but
sometimes we can’t help comparing
things. The Roman Catholic Church
has only one set of weekly and annual
holy days, and it’s serving the
Catholics well.
Among the CCGs, the Church of
God in Truth (CGIT) observes Passover ahead of many others, and it
insists it’s right and all other groups
are wrong.
This is also what each of these
CCGs claims insofar as doctrines are
concerned. It therefore comes as no
surprise that the CCGs have a no-contact policy; that is, no contact with
brethren outside their own court.
Observing on the wrong dates
Observing a particular holy day on
the wrong date is not ipso facto sin.
For several years Herbert W. Armstrong wrongly celebrated Pentecost
on a Monday, but God didn’t stop his
preaching.
Mr. Armstrong later moved the day
to Sunday, which is not right either,
for the simple reason that Pentecost
doesn’t fall on a fixed day but is determined by counting 50 from “the morrow after the Sabbath”; that is, “the
day after the Sabbath, not the weekly
Sabbath but the first day of unleavened bread,” as the Jamieson,
Fausset, and Brown commentary says.
The Sabbath referred to is, of course,
the Passover day.
What matters in case of uncertainty
is this: Our hearts should be in the
proper observance of God’s feast,
because God looks at the heart (1
Samuel 16:7). Good faith thus matters.
God doesn’t like deliberate error
But if we know the correct date of
a particular holy day and still observe
it on the wrong date, God will surely
hold us accountable. Knowledge demands accountability. It’s no wonder
that God told the Jews (to whom the
oracles had been entrusted) in the days
of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz and Heze-

kiah: “Bring no more futile sacrifices;
incense is an abomination to Me . . .
Your [the Jews’] New Moons and
your appointed feasts My soul hates”
(Isaiah 1:13-14).
This was so because the Jews, with
full knowledge of God’s calendar,
changed the dates of the annual days,
and this naturally angered God.
(Amos 5:21-23 gives a similar warning to Israel and Judah.)
The Jews should have simply followed, but did not, Leviticus 23:4:
“These are the feasts of the LORD,
holy convocations which you shall
proclaim at their appointed [appointed
by God, not by men] times.”
In Leviticus 23, starting in verse 5,
God appoints His annual feasts.
Appointed night
Passover was appointed on the
night of the 10th plague against
Egypt, prior to the Exodus. It was also
the night God appointed the “beginning of months . . . the first month of
the year” (Exodus 12:2, 6, 18, 29-30).
The word translated “beginning” is
rosh, meaning head, while “month” is
chodesh, meaning new moon. God’s
year starts in the spring, not in the autumn, unlike the Jews’ civil new year.
How would you know the correct
days or dates of God’s festivals? The
answer is simple: Study and prove
God’s Word for yourself.
2 Timothy 2:15 exhorts: “Be diligent [or study] to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not
need to be ashamed, rightly dividing
the word of truth.”

days in Genesis 1:5 (the first day), 1:8
(the second day) and 1:13 (the third
day). Sciencewise, those days could
not occur because God created our sun
and our moon only after the third day.
Must we then dismiss verses 5, 8
and 13 as untrue?
“My thoughts are not your thoughts.
Nor are your ways My ways,” says the
LORD. “For as the heavens are higher
than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways and My thoughts than
your thoughts” (Isaiah 55:8-9).
Man can never be wiser than God,
who declares in Gen. 1:31 that everything He made is “very good” (perfect, one minister said). Even Lucifer,
who later became Satan, was created
perfect (Ezekiel 28:12). God’s way is
perfect (2 Samuel 22:31).
Some things change
The Israelites observed God’s
feasts in their appointed times from
1446 B.C., the Exodus year, to 586
B.C., the year of the Jews’ exile to
Babylon—a total of 860 years—without any “postponements” or “intercalations.”
But, after just 70 years of exile, the
Jews had changed God’s calendar insofar as His annual holy days are concerned. By then, the Jews had learned to
“postpone” certain holy days like Passover and to “intercalate” by adding,
every three or so years, one month to
the 12 months of the original year.
Says the Funk & Wagnalls encyclopedia (1979 edition): “The ancient
Babylonians had a lunisolar calendar
of twelve lunar months of thirty days

CCGs have followed for decades
on end!
Incidentally, the online Breaking Israel News (March 15, 2016) reported
that the Sanhedrin is “in the process of
correcting the Hebrew calendar.” The
publication explained:
“By biblical law, the new month for
the Hebrew calendar was established
by reliable witnesses appearing before
the Sanhedrin. Hillel II, president of
the Sanhedrin in the fourth century,
established a written calendar based
on astronomical calculations. This
calendar, still in use, standardized the
length of months and the addition of
months in leap years [again, like
2016] over the course of a 19-year
cycle, so that the lunar calendar realigns with the solar years.
“In the times of the Temple, the
new month would be established by
both calculation and by witnesses appearing before the Sanhedrin. When
the Temple was destroyed and the
Sanhedrin disbanded, the Hebrew calendar was figured solely according to
the astrological [not astronomical]
calculations and the template established by Hillel II.
“It is remarkable that Hillel II’s calculations stood for as long as they did.
However, 1,700 years later, there are
discrepancies between his calendar
and astronomical reality. This is a serious problem the Sanhedrin is taking
steps to gradually fix.”
Fix-it committee
The committee tasked to fix the calendar said on the Sanhedrin’s website

Incredibly, the prophet Ezekiel was among
those who embraced the Babylonian and
Greek changes to the holy-day calendar.
The study of God’s Word is personal. While other individuals and references may help us understand, or better understand, His Word, the primary
responsibility is ours.
Test [or prove] all things,” 1 Thessalonians 5:21 instructs, while Acts
7:11 tells us to emulate the Bereans,
who received God’s Word with all
readiness but nonetheless searched the
Scriptures daily to verify the same.
Knowledge of God’s Word is indispensable. Warns Hosea 4:6: “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected
knowledge, I will reject you from
being priest to Me.”
Clarity and simplicity
Unlike man-made laws, which are
complex, complicated and confusing,
God’s commands are clear and simple
and may be summed up in only two
directives:
Love God first of all.
Love your fellowman as yourself
(Matthew 22:36-39).
2 Corinthians 11:3 says there’s simplicity in Christ, while 1 Corinthians
14:33 states that God is not the author
of confusion (akastastasia in Greek,
meaning “instability”).
As Creator of the universe and all
that is in it, except evil, God knows
the movements of each heavenly
body. In fact, He controls the universe.
To say otherwise is to say God is not
almighty.
In his “Antiquities of the Jews” Josephus says that Abraham, a man of
God, introduced astronomy (not astrology) and arithmetic into Egypt
(1:8:2). Because God is the author of
it, science must conform to His Word,
not the other way around.
Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary states: “Science in the modern
sense of the word, viz., the investigation, discovery, and classification of
secondary laws, is unknown in Scripture.” Indeed, the Bible is primarily a
book of faith, not of science.
Dismiss at your own peril
Consider, for instance, the matter of

each, and they added extra months
when necessary to keep the calendar in
line with the seasons of the year . . .
The Greeks were the first to intercalate
extra months into the calendar on a scientific basis, adding months at specific
intervals in a cycle of solar years.”
The Jews made the changes in
God’s calendar, they reasoned, in order that God’s annual holy days would
fall in due season. How wiser than
God could the Babylonians, the
Greeks and the Jews be?
Ezekiel was incredible
Not all Jews, however, embraced
the changes. But among those who
did was, incredibly, Ezekiel who, in
Ezekiel 45:21 says, “In the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the
month, you shall observe the Passover, a feast of seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.”
Since then, the Jews (most of them,
anyway) have observed Passover on
dates other than the 14th of Aviv, or
Abib, and also for seven days when
God intended it to be only a one-day
feast, followed by the Days of Unleavened Bread.
Then in A.D. 359 Hillel II introduced
intercalations in the Hebrew-Jewish
calendar. With that, one Bible scholar
declares, he “polluted” God’s calendar.
About Hillel II, Wikipedia states:
“He is traditionally regarded as the
creator of the modern fixed Hebrew
calendar . . . Hillel was responsible for
the adoption of that cycle [the 19-year
cycle] for leap year [like 2016] intercalations.
“Scholars who have studied the history of the Hebrew calendar are in general agreement . . . that, in practice, the
evolution of the calendar into its present
form was a gradual process spanning
several centuries from the first to about
the eight or ninth century CE [A.D.].”
How then can the Hebrew-Jewish,
or the Hillel lI, calendar be considered
God’s calendar?
God doesn’t evolve
There’s no “evolution” to God. Yet
the Hillel II calendar is what the

last in April 23, 2016, that “in recent
years a situation has been created
where more and more frequently the
onset of spring does not coincide with
the calendar currently in use [the Hillel
II calendar]. This means that the calendar is beginning to drift noticeably.”
The Sanhedrin concluded that “it is
certain that we will no longer be permitted to use the mathematical calendar of Hillel II in the near future.”
Reckoning time
Says Beth Uval (“The Mosaic of
Time,” Jewish Bible Quarterly, October-December 2003): “Since ancient times, people have been confronted with the discrepancy between
the solar year (365 days) and the lunar
year (12 × 29.5 = 354 days) . . . [There
are] 12 lunar months of the Hebrew
calendar . . . Jewish tradition sees the
calendar as a human responsibility, in
partnership with the divinely ordained
cycles of nature: Let there be lights in
the expanse of the sky to separate day
from night; they shall serve as signs
for the set times—the days and the
years (Genesis 1:14) . . . ‘Why do you
also transgress the commandment of
God because of your tradition?’ Christ
asked the scribes and the Pharisees
(Matthew 15:3). ‘Thus you have made
the commandment of God of no effect
because of your tradition’ (verse 6).]”
Isn’t that confusing? Remember
that God isn’t the author of confusion.
Postponing and intercalating
For his part, Dr. Roderick C. Meredith, head of the Living Church of
God, states in his booklet The Holy
Days: God’s Master Plan: “The Jewish people . . . have historically used a
lunisolar calendar—that is, a calendar
reckoned according to the earth’s
position with respect to both the sun
and the moon. It is lunar because the
first day of each month is ‘a new
moon’ . . . the length of each Hebrew
month is 29 or 30 days long.
“Yet that makes the Hebrew year of
12 months shorter than the Gregorian—having around 354 days instead
of 365. So to make the calendar re-

align with the solar year (once again,
the earth’s revolution around the sun),
7 out of every 19 years were ‘lunar
leap years’—in that an extra 29-day
month was inserted after the month of
Adar, called Veadar or Adar II . . .”
It’s incredible to hear CCG leaders
talk of “postponement” and “intercalation” in God’s calendar as though
these things were written in the Good
Book and commanded by God. As
James Russell of the CGIT writes:
“After much research and study we
have found no scriptures supporting the
postponements of God’s appointed
Holy Days as the Jewish/Hebrew calendar recommends and prescribes . . . The
religion of Judaism has changed the
days for the annual Holy Days according to their rules of postponements!
“Postponements originate from the
rules laid down by the Sages and [the]
Pharisees, which are listed in the
Jewish Talmud. The Talmud is the
summary of oral laws comprised of
the Misnah and Gemora [commentary
of the law].”
About “intercalation,” this word is
not in the Bible either.
Calendar basis
God’s Sacred Calendar by Eliau
(also known as Frank T. Clark) explains the basis of the calendar:
“It is critical to understand its [the
calendar’s] determination at sunset and
the significance of sunrise in Jerusalem.
“The local day begins at sunset but
the beginning of the day for the globe
occurs at sunrise in Jerusalem. Because Jerusalem is the center reference point, the day begins for the
globe on the exact opposite of the
globe. Simple astronomy indicates
sunset on the other side of the globe is
sunrise in Jerusalem.
“This is important because the first
day of the month must begin after
[with is the better word] the signal of
the new moon. Modern scientific
method gives us the precise information, which is used for the precise determination of a worldwide application of the calendar” (page 34).
Science vs. infallibility
Science should prove the truth of the
Scriptures, not vice versa. If science
contradicts, directly or indirectly, the
Word of God, we certainly follow the
latter, which is infallible. The author
submits that science and God’s Word
should complement each other.
Eliau continues: “Some also put
forth the objection [that] those in
times past did not have the modern
grasp of astronomy for determining
time. This is incorrect. There is evidence of calendars based on advanced
calculations as far back as history
records. An interesting historical fact,
noted in the Seventh-day Adventist
Bible Commentary, is Abraham was
known as a great astronomer . . .
“The new moon is a special day
because it is the basis of God’s calendar [citing Numbers 10:10; 28:11]”
(page 49).
“The first yearly Sabbath is the full
moon after the equinox. This is the
‘Spring Passover’ rule . . .”
No addition, no subtraction
God warns in Deuteronomy 4:2:
“You shall not add to the word which
I command you, nor take anything
from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God
which I command you.”
God repeats the warning in Revelation 22:18-19, adding that plagues
will befall anyone who adds to His
Word and death will come upon him
who takes away any word of His.
The warning is as clear as it is
strong.
“For assuredly, I say to you,” Christ
says in Matthew 5:18, “till heaven and
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle
will by no means pass from the law till
all is fulfilled.”
Rotating changes
Since the time of Hillel II, God’s
See THE CALENDAR, page 15
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Who are the people Satan uses to help him destroy the church?

The writer and his wife attend
congregations in North Texas. Mr.
Skaggs’ parents started their studies
of the Bible in the 1930s. He kept
his 58th Feast of Tabernacles in
2016. Write Mr. Skaggs at marcus.
skaggs@aol.com.
By Marcus Skaggs
ONEY GROVE, Texas—For
some time now I have thought
about the splintering of the
descendent churches of the former
Worldwide Church of God. Most in
those splinters consider themselves
and others the Churches of God.
We as a group have rightly placed
the blame on Satan for the divisions.
However, that is where we stop. We
fail to follow that up to consider who
Satan uses to complete his task of
destroying the church.
Do you know of any situations
where the members of a congregation have chosen to split and quit fellowshipping together of their own
accord?

H

Wishing and missing
I ask that because when everyone is
at a wedding or funeral it is common
to hear statements like “I wish we
were still all together” or “We miss
everyone.” That does not sound like
they wanted to divide or split.
As time goes by, it has come to my
realization that when considering the
splitting of a local congregation it is
seldom the membership that makes
the initial choice to divide.
So where did the split originate?
Yes, from Satan, but how is he doing it?
Satan has willing participants to
help him divide God’s people. Who
are these people, Satan’s little helpers?

Marching orders
Let us backtrack a little and look at
instructions from the head of the
church, Jesus
Christ.
As Jesus’ ministry on earth,
during His first
coming, was concluding He gave
some instructions, specifically to His disciples, those He
had been teachMarcus Skaggs
ing for about
three and a half years.
We read that “by this all will
know that you are My disciples.”
Did not His disciples become a part
of and leaders of His, Christ’s, New
Testament church? Can we not gather that the words “by this” mean we

that love among themselves.
There seems to have been some of
that love among the members of our
current congregations that we see expressed in the attitude of “I wish we
were still all together” and “We miss
everyone.” So why are we separated?
Look at Paul’s instructions in 1
Corinthians 1: “Now I plead with you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, that you all speak the
same thing” (verse 10).
Most of the splinters have the same
basic doctrines, for the most part. Yet
we could do better. Continuing: “. . .
and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be perfectly joined
together.”
Why divide?
Seeing this instruction from Paul,
we should ask why are there divisions
in the modern-day Churches of God.
Because we allow Satan to divide

“But whoever keeps His word,
truly the love of God is perfected in
him” (1 John 2:5).
Keeping His Word, the instructions we find in the Bible, results in
our having the love of God in our
lives.
We will have love for our brothers
in Christ if we keep God’s Word.
“By this we know we are in Him.
He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also walk just as He walked”
(verses 5-6).
Is our love real?
Is our love for our brethren a real
reflection of the love Jesus has for the
Father and Their disciples?
“A new commandment I write to
you, which thing is true in Him and in
you, because the darkness is passing
away, and the true light is already
shining.” (verse 8).
Christ’s light is shining, showing a

It is time to let those who are supposed to set examples
of godly love to either get it together or travel down
the road of blindness and hate without their congregations.
can know who and where the true
church is?
So what is “this”? Begin in John
13: “A new commandment I give to
you, that you love one another; as I
have loved you, that you also have
love for one another. By this all will
know that you are My disciples, if you
have love for one another” (John
13:34-35).
Leftover love
Jesus set the example of loving His
disciples, He expected them to share

us! Who is Satan working through to
accomplish this division? It is not the
members in the congregations who set
the splits in motion.
“But concerning brotherly love you
have no need that I should write to
you, for you yourselves are taught by
God to love one another” (1 Thessalonians 4:9).
Are we submitting to God and His
instructions to love one another? How
are we, as the church, doing? Each
needs to ask himself, “How am I
doing?”

way through the darkness of Satan.
Are we a part of that light, or do we
still play in the darkness?
He who says he is in the light, and
hates his brother, is in darkness until
now” (verse 11). Who is in the darkness?
“He who loves his brother abides in
the light, and there is no cause for
stumbling in him. But he who hates
his brother is in darkness and walks in
darkness, and does not know where he
is going, because the darkness has
blinded his eyes” (verse 10).

Analysis of responsibility
Who is instrumental in dividing the
churches, busting up congregations?
The leadership, the supposed servants of God, those who should be
ministering to the congregations. They
are doing the splitting apart because
they lack the love of God for their fellow ministers (servants).
They are in the darkness of Satan’s
control, blinded by hate. If they had true
light in their ministering they would
have the love of God for His people, not
the lust for power and control.
“By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).
If the leaders do not have love for
each other (for other ministers and
members) they are not His. They are
in darkness and should not be followed.
Where are we as members? We are
also responsible to love our fellow
believers, followers of the Way. We
must close the ranks and draw closer
to each other so we can encourage and
receive encouragement from each
other as we see the day approaching.
Individual responsibility
It’s time to quit letting others dictate how to treat each other and do as
instructed by our elder Brother.
“Let love be without hypocrisy”
(Romans 12:9).
We must show genuine love for
each other. It is time for all to know us
for the true godly love we show for
one another.
It is time that the people of God let
those who are supposed to serve the
brethren and set examples of godly love
to either get it together with the congregations or travel down the road of blindness and hate without the congregations.

The calendar is a daunting and technically challenging study
Continued from page 14

people have been led to believe that
“postponements” and “intercalations”
are correct and necessary, as though
God is imperfect and far from all
knowing. For one thing, astronomy, it’s
pointed out, shows that there have been
significant changes in the rotation of
the earth on its axis and its revolution
around the sun, such that, if we follow
God’s instructions in Leviticus 23 to
the letter, we may end up observing
Passover in autumn or wintertime and
the Feast of Tabernacles in springtime.
Let’s assume those fears have some
basis. Suppose in March or April
snow starts to fall over Jerusalem or
the Philippines. Must we then “postpone” our observance of Passover on
its appointed day, the 14th of Aviv?
Must we “intercalate” as well if we
think it’s necessary?

Isaiah 1:13-14 is ample warning
against such step. Besides, as Breaking Israel News reports, “there are discrepancies between his [Hillel II’s]
calendar and astronomical reality . . . a
serious problem.”
It’s high time, really, for God’s peo-

the days of the new moon, crescent
moon and full moon. These are Roman (Gregorian) calendars, but—let’s
give credit where credit is due—the
information they give on the phases of
the moon is correct. This information
comes from observatories like the

Pentecost (Leviticus 23:15-16), thence
the Feast of Trumpets (first day of the
seventh month), the Day of Atonement (10th day of the same month)
and fifth day thereafter, the start of the
Feast of Tabernacles, followed by the
Last (Great) Day.

Many wall calendars indicate the days of the new moon, crescent
moon and full moon. These are Gregorian calendars, but the
information they give on the phases of the moon is correct.
ple to stop following Hillel II and
church tradition. It’s time God’s people
began observing God’s annual holy
days in their God-appointed times.
Many wall calendars today indicate

U.S. Naval Observatory.
Note the days of the new moon.
You should then be able to count from
the first day of Aviv to the 14th (Passover) and, from the day after, to

It’s not really hard to determine
God’s annual holy days. The main
problem is that the god of confusion,
the god of this age, Satan the devil,
never stops sowing confusion in the

world, especially among God’s people.
It stands to reason that the devil is
focused on God’s people. Who else will
he target the most? Certainly not the
people of the world, who are his already.
Bible scholar Ya’acov Natan Lawrence hit the nail on the head when he
said: “The calendar issue can be a
very technically involved subject and
a daunting task to understand for even
the most astute students of Scripture.
Yet did YHWH intend this to be the
case? Didn’t Yeshua teach that the
basic Gospel message and plan of salvation should be so simple that even a
child could comprehend it (Matt.
18:1-5)? Shouldn’t even the children
among us easily understand something so crucial to the basic Gospel
message and plan of salvation as the
feast days and Sabbath of YHWH
including when to observe them?”

Feast ’17 will be here before you know it!
We will begin printing
the list of 2017 Feast of
Tabernacles sites in the
March 2017 issue (No.
173) of THE JOURNAL.

This historic photograph shows a Feast of Tabernacles observance
near Big Sandy in the early 1950s. The structure in the background
is the original Tabernacle, also known as the Redwood Building
and later as the Roy Hammer Library. [Photo by Leo DuBry]

You’re invited to send
your information to THE
JOURNAL at P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A. Or
info@thejournal.org. Or

fax it toll-free to 1-888488-6603.

It is best to include all
nine days in the date.
For example, many
Be sure to include the
observances this year
name of the city nearwill fall from Oct. 4
est the Feast site, the
through Oct. 12. The
name of a person to
Feast is eight full days
contact, the name of
the sponsoring church, counting the last day
but falls on nine days or
ministry, fellowship or
individual and the dates partial days on the
of the observance.
Gregorian calendar.

To place an announcement or other
advertisement about
your Feast site in the
CONNECTIONS section of
THE JOURNAL, phone
Linda Cartwright at
(903) 636-4779 during
office hours U.S. central
time, or write Linda at
lkcartwright@aol.com.
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Notes and quotes
Dalton Unleavened
Bread weekend
DALTON, Ga.—Robert
Nunnery announced a special
fellowship weekend set for April
16-17, 2017, during the Days of
Unleavened
Bread in
Dalton.
The event
will include a
variety of ministers speaking, Mr. Nunnery said.
The location:
the Hilton
Garden Inn at
Robert Nunnery
879 College
Dr. Phone the
hotel for reservations at (706)
529-6001.
“Everyone is welcome to enjoy
this delightful weekend,” Mr.
Nunnery said. “Admission is free.”
Lee’s new articles up
on his website
BATTLE GROUND, Wash.—
“I’ve written nine new articles and
have placed them on my new
website,” Lee Lisman informed
THE JOURNAL.
Mr. Lisman’s website is
thegospelunveiled.com.
“I also included one I wrote for
In Transition back in 1995 on
Christmas, ‘God’s Holiday
Memories.’ ”
Mr. Lisman explained that he is
“not a church,” but “just someone
who wants to share his writings to
edify fellow believers.”
You’re invited to answer
some questions
PORTLAND, Ore.—Linda
French, as part of her research
for a doctoral dissertation, is conducting a survey about servant
leadership in church settings.
She invites JOURNAL readers to
take the survey, which, she said,
“will help determine if the results
of the original study are generalizable to the greater Church of
God as comprised by all the
splinter groups.”
Answering the questions on the
survey should take 10 or 15 minutes at the most, she said.
For more information about Ms.
French’s projects, including the
survey, see page 10 of this issue
of THE JOURNAL. See also
www.tinyurl.com/lfrenchsurvey.

21 gigabytes of
legacy text and audio
MOBILE, Ala.—Bernie Monsalvo recommends a website for
readers interested “a USB drive
containing a lot of material.”
The material consists of 21
gigabytes of legacy Herbert
Armstrong and Radio/Worldwide
Church of God literature in PDF
and other formats.
The USB drive includes the old
WCG’s correspondence course,
the choral version of the church’s
hymnal, many books and booklets, Church of God News, member and coworker letters from
Herbert Armstrong, The Envoy,
The Good News, The Plain Truth,
The Worldwide News, youth Bible
lessons and more than 50 hours
of audio recordings of The World
Tomorrow as broadcast for many
years on numerous radio stations.
Go to hwastorehouse.com to
request the USB drive.
Enoch breakthrough
POLSON, Mont.—Calendar
buffs can learn something from
the synchronization with the
equinoxes that can be found
regarding the calendar in the
Book of Enoch.
So says
Wayne Atchison, who has
been researching calendar
considerations
for many years.
“The Book
of Enoch
explains how
the solar and
Wayne Atchison
lunar calendars are
synchronized with the four seasons,” Mr. Atchison said, “but his
[Enoch’s] explanation is lost
when translated into English.”
Mr. Atchison said the
enhanced understanding is a
“breakthrough” that means “we
can add a very significant historical witness to the list of corroborating evidence for using the
observed lunar calendar.”
Mr. Atchison concludes that the
observed lunar calendar is the
one used by the priests of the
Second Temple, from Ezra up to
at least ca. A.D. 193.
See Mr. Atchison’s PDF document at www.Yhwhis1.com/
Articles/EnochCalendar.pdf.

Issue No. 192 (Feb. 28, 2017)

AC, COG exhibits figure in museum plans
The writer is a longtime Church of
God member and an elder in the
United Church of God. He is president
of the Big Sandy Museum Association.

Mr. Armstrong did just that, with
the local group meeting first in nearby
Gladewater and later two miles east of
the town of Big Sandy.
The church conducted its first
worship service in
1953. Later Mr.
Hammer ’s son
Buck donated 15
or 20 acres to build
a church structure
(later called the
Redwood Building) on what would
later become the
Ellis Stewart
campus of Ambassador College in 1964 and Ambassador
University in 1994.

became known as the Field House on
the college campus.

Reopening and reclosing
The Texas campus of AC officially
By Ellis W. Stewart
began in 1964, after AC had begun in
Pasadena in 1947.
IG SANDY, Texas—The City
The Bricket Wood, England, verof Big Sandy plans to open its
sion of AC began in 1960. Pasadena
historical museum in the sumclosed as a college campus in 1990,
mer of 2017. It will feature artifacts of
Bricket Wood in 1974 and Big Sandy
some of our area’s pioneers, including
in 1977.
Herbert Armstrong, who helped put
Big Sandy reopened in 1981 and
this little East Texas town on the map.
The museum association is thankful
reclosed in 1997.
to the Union Pacific Foundation, AusThe Texas campus of Imperial
tin Bank and the Big Sandy Economic
Schools closed in 1974. The universiDevelopment Corp., as well as many
ty closed in 1997. The new owners of
other donors who provided funds to
the church and university, Joseph
make the museum possible.
Tkach Jr. and associates, sold the
property in about 2000. It
Largest manhunt
is now home of the InterReaders of THE JOURNAL with
Included among the exnational ALERT [Air
hibits will be one with the items that might be appropriate Land Emergency Resource
theme of the largest manhunt
Team] Academy, founded
to display in the museum are
in Texas history, in 1986, and
by the Institute for Basic
the founding of Ambassador
Life Principles, which
invited
to
contact
me.
College and other properties
was the idea of Bill
and facilities by the RaGothard and is based in
dio/Worldwide Church of God in 1953.
The church began holding Feast of Oak Brook, Ill.
As has been reported in THE JOUR- Tabernacles services on the grounds
Got items?
NAL over the years, Roy Hammer, the in 1953, as well as weekly Sabbath
Readers of THE JOURNAL who have
owner of a skating rink in Big Sandy, services. It also, before AC came into
invited Mr. Armstrong, who had existence here, in 1954 began the items that might be appropriate to
founded AC in Pasadena, Calif., in church-sponsored Imperial Schools, display in the museum are invited to
contact me at elliswstewart@aol.
1947 and was a nationally known ra- with grades 1 through 12.
Eventually, in 1958, a building com, (903) 636-4534 or Big Sandy
dio preacher, to begin a congregation
of his ministry, the Radio Church of everyone at the time called the taber- Museum, P.O. Box 220, Big Sandy,
nacle came into being. It eventually Texas 75755.
God, in the Big Sandy area.

B

Attitudes can grow, spread and influence
actions of one can influence the atti- throughout the body.
perfume sold and the money given to tude of many?
Your words and actions will have
the poor? It was worth a year’s
We might not always recognize that an impact, for good or for ill.
wages!” (John 12:5).
our attitudes can negatively impact
For Judas the root of bitterness was
Now, fast-forward four days to the thinking of others. If we spend our strong. It had the potential to destroy
Mark’s account. The woman anoints time griping and complaining, or we the loyalty of the other disciples.
Jesus, and notice in verse 4
Contrasting history
who it is who complains
about the “waste.”
Mark tells us that,
Mark 14:4-5—“Some of The process of sowing discord immediately after Jethose present were saying,
rebuke of the disciand bitterness can hamper or sus’
‘Why this waste of perfume?
ples, Judas went to the
It could have been sold for
authorities, promising
cripple group cohesion.
more than a year’s wages
them that he would
and the money given to the
find an opportunity to
poor.’ And they rebuked her
betray Jesus.
harshly.”
invent scandals in an attempt to get
His bitterness became his own
our own way, we very well could cre- destruction, and his reputation has
Powerful impact
ate disenchantment among our peers. been tarnished forever.
So in John, six days before the PassThis might score us the political
For the others, they all came to see
over, only Judas complained.
points we wish to score, but in Judas for what he was.
In Mark, four days later, many of the process of sowing discord we
They changed their attitudes and
them complained.
can hamper or destroy group cohe- went on to turn the world upside
Do we see how the attitude and sion, and that bitterness can spread down.

Continued from page 3
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