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A 35-year tradition ended
with SEP camp demolition
THE JOURNAL in this issue looks
back as part of its church-history series to the Worldwide Church of God’s
summer camps (the Summer Educational Program) at Orr, Minn.
This article is reprinted from issue
No. 65, dated June 30, 2002. Writer
John Warren’s wife, Darlene, writes
about her memories of SEP in the
sidebar on page 21.
By John Warren
ver a span of 35 years many
Church of God youths and
adults made a summer pilgrimage to the North Woods of Minnesota.
What could draw people from
around the world to a secluded retreat
three miles from a little town called
Orr?
The attraction was a piece of property on Pelican Lake donated by Minnesotan Scott Erickson to the Radio
Church of God in the early 1960s.
What started out as a primitive
campground developed over the years
into the Worldwide Church of God’s
first-class Summer Educational Program (SEP) for thousands of WCG
youths, adult counselors and collegestudent-age workers.
THE JOURNAL contacted Floyd and
Mardell Kielczewski of Orr, who
lived and worked at the camp for
many years.
In 1965 the WCG’s first camp
director, Floyd Lochner of Pasadena,
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Calif., contacted the Kielczewskis to
ask them to move to Minnesota in
February of that year to begin preparations for the camp to open in July.
At the time Mr. Kielczewski (pronounced kill-CHES-kee) was working
as a guide and trapper in Canada.
After 35 years of employment as
everything from guide to campsite
manager, Mr. Kielczewski lost his job
with the WCG in May 2000.
Housing development
The WCG sold the SEP property in
May of that year. A firm called Taylor
Construction bought it and at this
writing is busy developing it as sites
for private residences.
“Back in 1965, before Scott Erickson donated the property, he considered dividing the property up and selling lots,” Mrs. Kielczewski said.
“Now that is what Taylor Construction is doing.”
The new owners have conducted
auctions to sell the contents of the
buildings. In one case an auction took
place one day and a demolition crew
was there the next day with the wrecking ball to knock down a building.
The Kielczewskis report that all the
old buildings except two dormitories
and two houses are gone.
“It is just too painful for us to go
out there now,” Mrs. Kielczewski
said.
See CAMP LEADERS, page 21

Get your registration packet
now for summer camp
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—A Big
Sandy congregation’s annual
youth summer camp will run
June 20-24, 2016, near Lindale, 20
miles from Big Sandy.
Summer camp “is a great opportunity for our youth to build relationships outside of the stresses of
their normal lives,” said camp coordinator Diana Havir of Lindale, a
member of the Church of God Big
Sandy.
“Our 2015 camp was a lot of
fun,” Mrs. Havir said, “but even
more importantly we saw a lot of
kids learn to be comfortable in their
own skin and create new friendships
that are still going strong today.”
Activities will include archery,
canoeing, swimming and other
sports.
“Thanks to individuals and businesses who generously sponsor our
camp,” Mrs. Havir said, “we are
able to provide scholarships and partial scholarships.
“If you’d like to either apply for a
scholarship or donate funds to help
send a child to camp, please contact
us at cogbscamp@outlook.com.”
The location for the camp will be
Timberline Camp and Conference
Center, a Baptist facility.
The campers, from age 10 to
young adult, will stay in dorms at
the facility.
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The Journal’s
Feast listing
starts this issue

“I believe the investment in our
young people is vital to ensuring the
future of the church,” Mrs. Havir
said.
For registration materials, go to
cogbscamp.wix.com/summercamp.
The congregation-subsidized registration fee is $100.
Go to tinyurl.com/cgbscamp to
see photos from the 2015 event.
The Timberline facility’s website
is www.timberlinecamp.com.
For another article about Church
of God camps, see an article about
UCG camps on page 1 of this issue
of THE JOURNAL.
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FEAST LISTING IN THIS ISSUE—THE JOURNAL’s annual listing of Feast of Tabernacles sites leading up to the fall (in the northern hemisphere) observance begins in this
issue on page 4. To celebrate the first list, of 217 sites, THE JOURNAL publishes above a historic photo from a Tabernacles site in 1987. The location was Vail, Colo., sponsored by
the Worldwide Church of God. The Feast attendees in the photo are Dixon and Linda
Cartwright of Big Sandy, Texas, with their son Trey, 7, and daughter Jamie, 3. See more
information at right on this page about the Feast list. [Photo by Ellis Stewart]

JOURNAL is listing contact information, locations
and dates of Feast of Tabernacles observances for 2016 in
several issues this year.
If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
Many observances this year
will fall from Oct. 16 through Oct.
24. The Feast is eight full days,
counting the last day, but falls on
nine days or partial days on the
Gregorian calendar.
See page 4 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL for the first 2016 listing.
HE

Church of God member presented with Serbian city’s
‘October Award’ for book on Hungarian massacre

N

OVI SAD, Serbia—Each year
the municipal authorities of
Novi Sad present the city’s
October Award to one “merited citizen” and have been doing so since
1944.
In October of that year the city was
liberated from Hungarian occupiers
who had put themselves in charge in
an effort to create an ethnically pure
Hungarian state.
The October
Award for 2016
has been presented to a
Church of God
member, Aleksandar “Sasha”
Veljic.
Leading up to
Mr. Veljic’s nomination and se- Sasha Veljic
lection for the
award was his book Genocide Revealed: New Light on the Massacre of
Serbs and Jews Under Hungarian Occupation.

After reading the book, Tomislav
Lovrekovic, a journalist, nominated
Mr. Veljic. His nomination went to a
committee comprised of representatives of ruling local parties.
A statement from the award-selection committee talks about Mr. Veljic’s accomplishments including his
“activism”:
“Amidst the flood of false authorities, scientific and political mediocrities and politically approved expounders of historical truths; amidst
activists who make [their] living out
of their activism, there has stood out
only one activist—to the shame of
Novi Sad, one sole activist very different from the others!”
Mr. Veljic is different in that he is a
“genuine activist,” the statement continued.
“In [only a few years] Aleksandar
Veljic has succeeded to achieve what
no historian has done in the last 75
years following World War II. His
dedicated, conscientious work has
been done in obscure technical condi-

tions, with very modest financial
means at his disposal and in spite [of]
the incessant sabotages and distractions that have come his way . . .
“This popular writer, historian and
true activist has revealed the truth
about Razzia 1942 (a genocide committed by Hungarian occupiers) and
proved that Miklos Horthy (Hungarian regent and Hitler’s ally in World
War II) committed genocide in this
area. He has exposed the details of
Horthy’s gruesome crimes against
civilians . . .
“He has gained the name, reputation and respect of honest and honorable individuals. He has also been crucified by those who share no such
virtues, yet he has maintained a dignified approach to such opponents . . .
“The main trait in Aleksandar
Veljic’s character is honor—that by
itself is a sufficient argument for this
Committee’s positive response of this
Committee to this nomination.”
Genocide Revealed is available in
English at Amazon for $29.95.

Here are dates and locations of UCG camps

M
CAMPERS-TO-BE—Danae Havir
(left) and Grace Forrestier plan to
attend the Church of God Big Sandy’s
youth camp in June 2016. [Photo by
Dixon Cartwright]

ILFORD, Ohio—The United Church of God an International Association, based
near Cincinnati, Ohio, has released
information on its U.S. summer and
winter camps for teens and preteens
for 2016 and early 2017.
Following, in date order, are the
names of the teen camps, the state in
which each is located and the dates of
their operation:
Pinecrest, Missouri, June 24–
July 1, 2016.
Cotubic, Ohio, June 26–July 3.
Woodmen, Alabama, June 26–
July 3.
Hye Sierra, California, June 26–
July 3.

Northwest, Oregon, July 24-31.
Winter Camp, Wisconsin, Dec.
25, 2016–Jan. 1, 2017.
Following is the corresponding information for preteen summer camps
and one preteen winter camp:
Tomahawk, Tennessee, June 58, 2016.
Colorado, Colorado, June 5-8.
Piney Woods, Texas, July 10-13.
Seven Mountains, Pennsylvania, Aug. 8-11.
Ironwood, Minnesota, July 17-20.
Buckeye, Ohio, July 31–Aug. 3.
Northwest, Oregon, Aug. 2-5.
Southwest Winter, Arizona, December.
The camp pages at the UCG’s

website list goals and purposes of the
camps, which include:
Learning God’s value of rejoicing.
Enhancing enjoyment by easing
stress.
Building friendships.
Creating a positive frame of
mind open to learning.
Learning how to analyze.
Learning how to make right
choices.
Learning inclusiveness by reinforcing the concept that each person
is part of a team or family; prohibiting put-downs and criticism; modeling God’s thinking.
For much more information about
the UCG’s camps, go to uyc.ucg.org.
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Letters from our readers
Phil’s and Keith’s view of Jesus
hil Griffith, I agree with you completely in your letter to the editor
(“Mr. Rude, Mr. Kiesz and Mr. Nowell,” in No. 182).
Keeping the right days in the right
ways and from the right calendar is
not the foundation of the true religion.
Paul said that Jesus Christ is the true
foundation and the chief cornerstone
(1 Corinthians 3:11; Ephesians 2:20).
Like you, it is not my intent to minimize the value to our faith of our traditions including the days we observe.
Observing these days is a valuable
asset in our understanding of God’s
will for us.
Observing the Sabbath and the
feast days can substantially magnify
and embellish our appreciation and
understanding of the magnificence
and elegance of God’s wondrous plan
of salvation!
As helpful and instructive as these
days are, their observance is vastly
subordinate to the recognition of Jesus’ role in living his life in us! I am
elevating to its rightful place the significance and importance of the role of
Jesus Christ in our lives! We need to
look at the big picture: Christ in you,
the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27)
Continuing this train of thought: I
agree with Keith Slough’s essay in the
same issue, “Jesus Is the Forgotten Man
in Our Old-Worldwide Theology.”
I remember the near absence of sermons on what our Savior did for us in
the WCG. Jesus was kept on the periphery of our attention and thoughts,
to be brought out front and center only
occasionally.
One Sabbath at the Shakespeare
Club in Pasadena Garner Ted preached
a sermon on Jesus and his crucifixion.
It was graduation time and people
from all over the country were there.
A visitor from Wichita Falls asked
me, “What was that sermon all about?”
I was unable to even give him a decent
answer!
Robert Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.
You can’t be sincerely wrong
Keith Slough’s essay in issue 182
fell short of my expectations. I would
have preferred the title “Jesus Is the
Forgotten Man in Theology” [rather
than “Jesus Is the Forgotten Man in
Our Old-Worldwide Theology”].
Keith says, “While the church leadership was sincere, it was nevertheless
mistaken.”
My dictionary gives four definitions for “sincere”: (1) Free from deceit, hypocrisy or falseness. (2) Genuine. (3) Pure. (4) Sound.
I do not see how such definitions fit
us if we are wrong.
We may say, “I was sincerely deceived.” Whether we know it or not
we’re saying, “I was very badly deceived.”
Keith also says, “We should never
preach the Kingdom without telling
people about the King and the sacrifice he gave for us on the cross.”
It seems to me that is exactly what
is being done: preaching a historical
Old Covenant kingdom and a historical Jesus who lived 2,000 years ago
and died on a cross.
Matthew 4:23: Jesus preached the
gospel of the Kingdom and healed all
manner of sickness and all manner of
disease among the people.
Isn’t “healing all manner of sickness,” etc., part of preaching the gospel of the Kingdom? At least it was
with Jesus and the apostles.
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Matthew 4:17: Jesus began to say,
“Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven
is at hand.”
Would it have meant about the
same thing if he had said, “Change
your mind and start learning all over
again, for the Son of God is near?”
It seems plain to me John is saying
Jesus is the gospel. Matthew, Mark and
Luke say pretty much the same thing.
As for dying on the cross, what
about Jesus being a living sacrifice? Is
not he living today and working for
our salvation?
Some will say, “But what about his
teaching?”
As I see Jesus’ teaching, he was telling them how to prepare themselves
to do what he was doing.
I love Keith’s subject and thought it
worthy of a better effort than any of us
can live up to by ourselves.
When I have asked why we were not
talking about Jesus, some have looked

to the front of the auditorium. I remember when Jim
Franks, my pastor, warmly
introduced Joe Tkach
Sr. and in his comments mocked those
who warned that the
church faced collapse
because of HWA’s death.
Joe Tkach Sr. then took
to the stage and somewhere
in the message made reference to Gen. Patton and the
Third Army as he pranced
across the stage. Believe it
or not, I was dumb enough
to stand in line and personally hand
over to Joe Tkach Sr. a book, Patton’s
Principles: A Handbook for Managers
Who Mean It!
Looking back now over a battlefield
littered with the spiritual corpses of my
friends, the folly of it all, and the apparent lack of any sense of accountability
by those who publicly supported Joe
Tkach Sr., is unnerving and tragic.
Dr. Richard F. Griffiths
Elgin, Texas
Hope, love, peace
Dear church: Greetings and God
bless! The Kingdom of God and peace
are near. We must repent of our sins
and turn and surrender our will to do
God’s will.
The end of evil is near if we all be
in unity and encouraging one another,
obeying God’s calling.
Pay attention to the signs and wonders. We must endure through these
trials and tribulation of life.

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

tion is pagan, celebrating other than
the Holy One. To mix God-given faith
with unholy traditions that derive
from worship of other than the Most
High is detestable syncretism.”
On another subject: A former pastor
of mine (Gary Petty) has matured considerably and now is publishing articles and serving as one of the presenters of a religious television program.
He wrote the following, which I
found edifying and it seemed good for
me to share with you:
“Sometimes people ask me about
my political affiliation. You know
what I tell them? I tell them I’m a
monarchist.
“People are taken aback by that.
The truth is that all human political

‘My dictionary gives four definitions for “sincere”: (1) Free
from deceit, hypocrisy or falseness. (2) Genuine. (3) Pure. (4)
Sound. I do not see how such definitions fit us if we are wrong.’
at me as though I was asking the dumbest question ever and responded to me,
“Everyone knows all about Jesus.”
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Keith’s forgotten-man article
e “Jesus Is the Forgotten Man in
Our Old-Worldwide Theology”
[by Keith Slough, issue No. 182, dated March 31, 2016]:
Excellent article! Should be required reading for everyone in the
Church of God movement. Let’s hope
all our messages henceforth are centered on Jesus.
Our WCG myopia meant that, to
take just one example, we overlooked
or minimized the detailed description
in the book of Revelation of the consummation of God’s plan. It is about
Jesus from beginning to end.
In the vision of God’s glorious
throne room, we are told that all creatures in heaven and on earth sing out
in heartfelt praise—to Jesus! “Worthy
is the Lamb that was slain [from the
foundation of the world] to receive
power and riches and wisdom and
strength and honor and glory and
blessing . . . forever and ever. Amen.”
Thank you, Keith Slough, for writing. The correction is long overdue.
Reginald Killingley
Big Sandy, Texas
The folly of it all
I am not sure of the specific time
but shortly after HWA’s death Joe
Tkach Sr. visited a combined service
of the New England churches.
I was sitting with my friends close
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Life is what you make it. Always
has been and always will be.
The Bible is the truth and truth will
set you free.
Jesus is God and died for all of sins.
He is my best friend.
The angel of the Lord has spoken.
Hope this letter encourages you, my
friends. The good Lord delights in his
children doing what’s right.
Brandon R. Holve
Visalia, Calif.
Can a person be a heresy?
Can the virgin birth be the mother
of all heresies [as argued by Noel
Rude in issue No. 181, dated Feb. 29,
2016]?
No.
Noel Rude?
Definitely.
Jim Owen
Bainbridge, Ohio
We’re all monarchists
I make donations to some ministries that translate and widely distribute the Holy Scriptures, which is
why, I suppose, I received some beautiful Christmas cards today from the
senior vice president of yet another
such ministry thanking me in advance
for an expected donation.
I wrote to express my thoughts
about Christmas and the cards:
“Your Christmas cards, designed to
honor the Lord Jesus Christ, are beautiful. The true origin of Christmas
shines forth in the way it is commonly celebrated . . . with little regard for
the King it ostensibly honors . . .
“The basis of the Dec. 25 celebra-

Please notice

iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay, cartoon or other feature in
THE JOURNAL are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and
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parties and governments will someday
collapse. They will fail, and they will
submit to Christ as King.
“We have to live our lives as monarchists looking for that return, looking for and living for our King. We are
to live our lives every day in anticipation of and preparation for the coming
of our King.”
Jeffrey Caldwell
Walnut Creek, Calif.
Kachinland report
We the Church of God members
from Kachinland are quite well
now. Last year we successfully celebrated Passover and Unleavened
Bread in Bhamo, China’s border
area and Na Mawn.
Later in the year we also successfully celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles.
Between Bhamo and Na Mawn are
needed at least two days’ journey by
vehicles and train. Because of the long
journey, all the scattered church members could not gather at the same place.
Some of our members from Na
Mawn also went down to central Burma for the observances, so the participants here in Na Mawn totaled only
14 members last year.
We continue to be very much
happy that God saves us from the terrible fightings, and we can stay here
without any troubles. We praise and
thank You, God, so much for His merciful protections.
We are regularly sharing our faith and
the Bible truths. We published “Sabbath
Tract” in two languages, and we regularly spread it around the country.
Kachinland is unforgettable, even
though small. It has 16 ethnic groups,
and some few believers stand firmly
alone on their feet for the service
of God. Please remember us in
your prayers. May God bless you
abundantly.
Pastor Lazum Brang
P.O. Na Mawn–01114
Lake Indawgyi Region
Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)
The plan for man
This is in response to David Rydholm’s article in THE JOURNAL titled
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Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
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Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

“The 6,000-Year ‘Theory’ Is Running
Out of Time.”
In his announcement, David discusses and gives figures pertaining to
the “6,000 years” of man’s being allowed to live by his own actions.
The seventh thousand years will be
the new way.
It would seem that, if we look at
those years from purely a scriptural
viewpoint, the 6,000 years of man’s
time has already ended.
But what if we have made a mistake? Is it not possible that the plan for
man began at the time of man’s first sin
but the time that the Almighty is going
by began with the creation of man in
the first place? Before man sinned?
Consider. Is it not possible Adam
and Eve sinned as much as 49 years
after they were created?
We ought to be careful when predicting what is going on in the Almighty’s
mind as compared to our minds.
The point is that the real end may
be many years down the road. There
must be a great warning witness to go
out to Israel.
Ray Daly
Lincoln, N.D.
Pat on the back to THE JOURNAL
The Feb. 29, 2016, issue of THE
JOURNAL bespeaks of the Cartwrights’
willingness to give everyone a voice,
no matter how controversial the subject may be. Wow! How brave is that?
Second, shouldn’t we all be giving
the them a huge big thank-you for all
their years of hard work, performing
the thankless task of giving all of the
fragmented churches a forum to
express to the world their opinions, no
matter how biased they may be?
Beverly Morris
Via the Internet
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Columns and commentary

Examine yourself in the light of God’s grace
The writer is a clinical psychologist
in Louisville. She attends a small
home fellowship with her husband,
Dan Vandivier, and friends.
By Mary K. Thompson
OUISVILLE, Ky.—One of the
12 steps used by AA, NA, AlAnon and many other mutualaid fellowships is as follows:
“We made a searching and fearless
moral inventory
of ourselves.”
The step refers to looking at
all aspects of our
past and current
behavior and
identifying areas
in which change
is needed. This
seems relevant
when we ap- Mary Thompson
proach the Passover and other holy days.
Parenthetically, the 12 steps, according to the founders of Alcoholics
Anonymous, are based on spiritual
principles and are consistent with biblical teachings.

L

Oxford Group
One of the forces that inspired the
AA founders was an explicitly Christian nondenominational movement
called the Oxford Group.
While I am not advocating the use
of the 12 steps for other Christians, I
believe they can be used as a helpful
adjunct to Bible study and church
attendance for those who struggle
with addictions in themselves or in
their families.
I do not agree with some Christians
who believe that, since these groups
are not explicitly Christian, they
should be feared. That is a matter for
personal reflection, but I have not
found any inconsistency in being a
member of Al-Anon and my relationship with God.
Many of the members of 12-step
groups that I know are Christians, but
that is not a requirement of most
groups. There are explicitly Christian
12-step groups also.
The fourth step
When I first read the 12 steps, I
noticed the fourth step immediately.
This is the one that many dread but

one that can wield incredible power.
When I read this step and saw the
words fearless moral inventory I
thought they meant: “Despite your
fear, you must force yourself to examine yourself thoroughly, no matter
how hard it is and no matter how bad
it makes you feel about yourself.”
That distorted view of the step
came from my childhood experiences
and my internalized belief that nothing I did could ever be good enough.
My view came from having loving,
but imperfect, parents and from some
shaming experiences in the church I
grew up in.
Developing a relationship
Fortunately, three steps come into play before we get to step four.
These steps were, for me, all about
developing a more trusting relationship to God.
Thus the “fearless” part of making
the moral inventory was not about
courageous, if harsh and demanding,
examination of myself.
It was about recognizing God’s
love for me, His gentleness, patience
See THE FOURTH, page 23

What’s the plain truth about fate and destiny?
Mr. Monsalvo and his wife, Paula,
attend services of the Church of God
Big Sandy.
By Bernie Monsalvo
LADEWATER, Texas—Question: What does the Bible say
about fate and destiny?
Answer: This is a complex issue,
and we will start
with what the
Bible does not
teach.
Fate is usually thought of as
a predetermined
course of events
beyond human
control. A typical approach to a
belief in fate is Bernie Monsalvo
resignation. If
we can’t change destiny, then why

G

even try? Whatever happens happens,
and we can’t do anything about it.
This is fatalism, and it is not biblical.
Fatalism is a major premise of
Islam, which demands total submission to the sovereignty of Allah.
It is widely held in Hinduism too.
In fact, it is a fatalistic view of life that
helps keep India’s caste system in
place.
Greek mythology told of the Moirai, or the Fates, three goddesses pictured as weavers of men’s lives. Their
decisions could not be canceled or
annulled, even by other gods.
Just what do you mean free will?
The Bible teaches that God created
man with the ability to make moral
choices and that man is responsible
for his choices.
The fall of man was not a predeter-

mined event in which Adam and Eve
were hapless victims of a puppet master, God.
Quite the contrary, Adam and his
wife had the freedom to choose obedience (with its attendant blessing) or
disobedience (with its consequent
curse). They knew what the result of
their choice would be, and they were
held accountable (Genesis 3).
Fate of self-trusters
The theme of being held accountable for our choices continues throughout Scripture.
“He who sows wickedness reaps
trouble” (Proverbs 22:8).
“All hard work brings a profit, but
mere talk leads only to poverty”
(Proverbs 14:23).
“Do you want to be free from fear
of the one in authority? Then do what
See GOD IS PATIENT, page 22

Just who do you want to rule over you?
The writer is a regular columnist
for THE JOURNAL and a church pastor.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—Let’s talk
for a few minutes about two
problems among the saints of
the Church of God.
Many people desire to rule over
the people of God.
Many people of God desire to
have other people rule over them.
From my perspective the second
problem is worse than the first problem. Why do I say that?
You will always find people involved in religion who desire to “exercise dominion over” and to “exercise
authority upon” other people (Matthew 20:25).
However, if people did not desire
other people to rule over them, the
plethora of would-be rulers would have
no opportunity to satisfy their lust.

B

Request of Gideon
Many years ago the men of Israel
approached Gideon with a request.
They asked Gideon to rule over them
(Judges 8:22).
It is true Gideon was doing good
things. Gideon destroyed the altar of
Baal (Judges 6). Gideon trimmed his

army and defeated the Midianites
(Judges 7).
Then the people asked Gideon to
rule over them.
His response might surprise many
want-to-be rulers of our era.
Many people are so presumptuous
they don’t wait to be asked to be a
ruler. They assume a title
on their own. They
say things like:
“I am God’s
anointed.”
“I am God’s
chosen leader.”
“We are God’s chosen leaders.”
“I am the leader of
God’s government on earth.”
“We are the leaders of God’s
government on earth.”
Yet other people give the impression they were forced to become a
ruler over people. They say things
like:
“The people asked me to rule
over them.”
“How could I have said no?”
Gideon’s response
When the people approached Gideon, notice what he said: “I will not
rule over you, neither shall my son

rule over you: The LORD shall rule
over you” (Judges 8:23).
If people asked you to rule over
them, would you respond like Gideon? Would you avoid taking God’s
place?
For the record, there is a major
difference between ruling over
people and being a servant
(Matthew 20:26-28).
Also for the record,
many people say words
that indicate they intend to be servants.
Yet their actions reveal their real motivation to rule
over people.
Here are three
main characteristics to look for
when seeking to recognize true servants:
Servants of God should not view
themselves as functioning on a higher
level in a class system (Matthew 23:612; 2 Corinthians 11:23-28).
Servants of God should not receive large salaries when they claim to
serve people (Matthew 19:21-22; Acts
20:33-35).
■ Servants of God should not bind
See BELIEVING A THEORY, page 22

“That elegant old church on the hill is so exclusive. Some
people say God has been trying to get in there for years.”

Let other people have their say
Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities.
By Kathleen McCann
ILTON KEYNES, England—In 2013 I published a book called Comfort My People, Saith your God,
which I am following up with a
series of excerpts and points of
interest from the book.
Comfort is seen as soothing balm
to the afflicted
human spirit,
given w i t h i n s a f e boundaries. While
c o m f o r t
doesn’t solve a
problem, it
gives a sense of
well-being
with safety, belonging and acceptance, and Kathleen McCann
hence the energy to find solutions.
This 10th excerpt is on communication.

M

derstanding of what the speaker said.
Ms. Litvinoff expresses nine common habits that get in the way of
helpful communication:
Not saying what you really
mean.
Making something else the
issue.
Not talking.
Nagging, evidently a common
habit for both men and women.
Holding forth (speaking at
length).
Changing the subject.
Being a know-it-all.
Disguised criticism.
The way you say it.
Additionally, people will become
defensive, taking refuge in:
Repeatedly criticizing someone’s behavior.
The sound of their own voice.
Changing the subject without
closing the first one.
Being wiser about the other
person’s thoughts and feelings than
the person is.
Making the other person responsible for the problem.
Undermining the other person
by the tone of voice: that is, for example, lecturing, anger or cynicism.

Let another get a word in
A big one
Quoting Ms. Litvinoff again: “A
One of the biggest problems we ‘good listener’ is someone who lets
have is an inability to communicate another person talk and doesn’t
our own thoughts and feelings be- interrupt with opinions and criticause of the inhibitions that beset us. cisms. A good listener only occaWe learned before that we interrelate sionally gives advice and very rarely
by being aware of each other’s feel- does so unasked.
“These people are easy to talk to
ings. So how do we learn to commubecause you don’t feel as if you are
nicate our thoughts and feelings?
The basics of communication are being judged, laughed at, despised
talking, listening and hearing. Sarah or disliked. A good listener makes
you feel as if what
Litvinoff, in
you have to say is
her 1991 book
worth listening
Better RelaForget about yourself. to—that you are
tionships, expresses why Wait to give an opinion respected, accepted, interesting.”
communicaShe goes on to
tion is vital beexpress valuable
tween people:
“What does effective communi- listening techniques:
Forget about yourself.
cation actually do? It is the only way
Be sure you’re understanding.
you can show anyone who you are,
Ask for clarification.
what you want and why you behave
Wait to give an opinion.
as you do. It is the only way you can
really understand what makes some- How to listen
one else tick.
“The role of a good listener,” she
“Without these elements problems can crop up between you and it writes, “is to respect absolutely the
is difficult to understand why they other person’s right to have his or
have happened (or why they have her own feelings, however ‘wrong,’
happened now) and, because of this, frightening or strong they seem.”
When our friend comes to talk to
however much you try it is hard to
us about a problem he is experiencsolve them.”
ing, it is imperative to listen carefulTalking has requirements
ly and respectfully, no matter what
Talking requires engagement, lis- thoughts may be going through our
tening requires not interrupting, and own mind at the time.
See EMOTIONS, page 22
hearing requires us to clarify our un-
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The Journal lists 217 Feast sites for 2016
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Gulf Shores: Oct. 15-23,
Ussery-Warren Feast site, Lighthouse
Condominiums, John Warren, (903)
636-4470, Dot Ussery, (903) 636-4364,
usserydj@aol.com. Orange Beach:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Arizona—Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Prescott:
Church of God Big Sandy, http://
churchofgodbigsandy.com, Dennis
Benson, (928) 899-1337.
Arkansas—Hot Springs: Church of
God Fellowship, http://cgfnw.org.
Searcy: Points of Truth Ministries,
http://pointsoftruth.com.
California—Carlsbad: Rock Valley
Christian Church, http://rockvalley
christianchurch.org. Indian Wells:
Guardian Ministries, www.daveantion.com, Molly Antion, mollyantion@
earthlink.net. King’s Beach: ICG,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org.
Oceanside: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
San Diego: LCG, https://fot2016.
lcg.org. San Diego: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Colorado—Grand Junction: Christian
Church of God, http://ccofgod.org.
Grand Junction: Western Colorado
Congregation of God, http://wccongregationofgod.org. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Steamboat Springs: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Florida—Destin: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com, David Havir III, (903) 7143007. Fort Myers: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Fort
Walton Beach: Common Faith
Network, www.commonfaithnetwork.org, (513) 755-0040. Fort
Walton Beach: CGI, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles. Fort Walton
Beach: CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
Lantana: Christian Church of God,
Neville Gilbert, jancgil@aol.com,
(561) 547-4952. Melrose:
Community of YHVH, http://fallfeast.
com. Panama City Beach: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Panama
City Beach: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org. Panama City Beach: ICG,
http://intercontinentalcog.org.
Panama City Beach: CGI,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
St. Petersburg: COG in Miami,
http://godschurch.org.
Georgia—Cartersville: Biblical
Research Association, Lemie McGarity,
lemiemcgarity.cgc7thday@gmail.com,
(770) 894-9829. Gainesville: The
Church of God, http://t-cog.org. Jekyll
Island: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Valdosta: Unity Sabbath Day Church
of God, http://unitysabbathdaycog.org.
Hawaii—Kohala Coast, Hawaii:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Illinois—Aurora: CCG, http://cogwriter.com/fot2016.
Indiana—Auburn: CGMI,
http://thecogmi.org. Elkhart: Pacific
church of God, http://pacificcog.org.
Montgomery: ICG, http://intercontinentalcog.org.
Iowa—Inwood: Sukkot-The Rehearsal,
http://midwestsukkot.com. Lake
Rathburn: Church of God Fellowship
Lansing, www.cogffeast.org.
Kentucky—Land Between the
Lakes: CGI and Christian Educational
Ministries, http://cgi.org/feast-oftabernacles.
Maryland—Linthicum: 1st Century COG,
firstcenturychurchofgod.org. Ocean
City: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Michigan—Sault Sainte Marie:
Great Lakes Church of God,
http://glcg.net. Traverse City: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Branson: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson: ICG,
http://intercontinentalcog.org.
Branson: CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
Branson: Sept. 14-21, Church of God
in Truth, http://postponements.com.
Eminence: Oct. 15-22, Congregation
of Yahweh (Missouri), http://
yahschosen.org. Greenville: Sept. 1724, Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry,

http://yrm.org/FOT2016. Lake of the
Ozarks: Feast of the Nations,
http://sukkotfotn.org. Osage Beach:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Steelville: Sept. 17-24, EliYah,
http://praiseyah.com.
Montana—Bigfork: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kalispell:
Christian Biblical Church of God,
http://cbcg.org.
North Carolina—Bladen Lakes
State Forest: Sept. 17-24, Sukkot
N.C., http://sukkotnc.com.

T

http://feast.cogwa.org. Merimbula,
http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
New South Wales: UCG,
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Kinshasa:
http://feast.ucg.org, Matthew Sieff,
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-2Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG,
4388-3463. Nelson Bay, New
https://fot2016.lcg.org.
South Wales: LCG, https://fot2016.
England—Great Malvern: LCG,
lcg.org. Nelson Bay, New South
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Kendal: ICG,
Wales: ICG, http://intercontinenhttp://intercontinentalcog.org.
Nottingham: Congregation of
talcog.org. Caloundra, Queensland:
Yahweh, http://congyah.co.uk.
Christian Educational Services,
Southport: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
http://cesa.org.au. Sunshine Coast,
Queensland: UCG,
St. Helier: CGWA, http://feast.
http://feast.ucg.org, Bill Bradford,
cogwa.org.

hese are the Feast of Tabernacles
sites for 2016 THE JOURNAL was
aware of at press time. Information for the listing comes from Web
sites and information sent directly to THE
JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other
Journal readers. THE JOURNAL especially acknowledges the information available at
http://7th-day.info (the 7th Day Sabbath
Churches of God website).
Unless otherwise stated, each listing
shown here represents an observance
beginning Sunday evening, Oct. 16, 2016,
and continuing through Monday, Oct. 24,

2016 (referred to as the Last Great Day,
Great Last Day or Eighth Day in the various Churches of God).
This listing abbreviates Church of God
International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercontinental Church of God (ICG), Tyler;
Living Church of God (LCG), Charlotte,
N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG),
Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United Church of
God an International Association (UCG),
Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); and Church of God
a Worldwide Association (CGWA). Note
that some phone numbers refer to a

church’s headquarters in the United
States rather than a local Feast contact.
Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open
attendance policy; that is, visitors are
welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s
understanding that some Church of
God organizations allow Feastgoers to
attend with them only by special permission. Therefore, if you wish to attend one of those churches’ Feast sites,
THE JOURNAL recommends you first contact the sponsoring church or its representative.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Oklahoma—Chandler: Lion and Lamb
Ministries, http://lionandlambministries.org. Wagoner: CGI,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Wewoka Woods: Restoring His Way,
http://feastofsukkot.org.
Oregon—Bend: Sunriver Festival,
http://fotsunriver.org. BendRedmond: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Sunriver:
Church of God Fellowship,
http://cgfnw.org.
Pennsylvania—Lake Harmony:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org. Lancaster: CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
South Carolina—Hilton Head
Island: LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Myrtle Beach: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com, Lyle Kerby,(304)354-7147.
Myrtle Beach: ICG, http://
intercontinentalcog.org. Myrtle
Beach: CGI, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles. Myrtle Beach:
CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
South Dakota—Rapid City: Pacific
church of God, http://pacificcog.org.
Tennessee—Chattanooga: Vigilant
Church of God, http://vigilantcog.com.
Gatlinburg: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Gatlinburg: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Pigeon
Forge: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com., PO Box 690, Big Sandy, TX
75755. Galveston: ICG, http://
intercontinentalcog.org. Galveston:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Lake
Conroe: LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Lindale: Christian Educational
Ministries, http://borntowin.net. New
Braunfels: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.
Utah—St. George: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. St. George:
Discipleship Church of God, http://
discipleshipcog.org.
Vermont—Mount Snow: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org.
Virginia—Urbanna: House of David
Fellowship, http://houseofdavid
fellowship.com. Williamsburg: CGMI,
http://thecogmi.org.
Wisconsin—Oconomowoc: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Warrens: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Wisconsin
Dells: Sept. 17-24, Truth on the Web
Ministries, http://truthontheweb.org.
NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Cordoba: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Villa de
Merlo: LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Australia—Coffs Harbour, New
South Wales: CGWA,

billbradford@bigpond.com.au,
+61-7-3711-5599. St. Helens,
Tasmania: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Stephen Clark, stephenclark@ucg.org.
au, +61-3-9717-3873. Rockingham,
Western Australia: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ ucg.org.au,
+61-8-9523-4623.
Barbados—Christ Church: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Benin—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise
Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr.
Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 5339481. Santa Cruz: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Brazil—Moscou: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org.
Roraima: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Jorge de Campos, jorge_
decampos@ucg.org, (513) 907-9774.
Burundi—Mugina: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Cameroon—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Moise Elisee Mabout,
mabout@yahoo.fr.
Canada—Canmore/Banff, Alta.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Rainer
Salomaa, canmorefeast@ucg.ca.
Penticton, B.C.: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Victoria, B.C.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, John Elliott,
victoriafeast@ucg.ca. Victoria, B.C.:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org. Barrie,
Ont.: Maranatha Church of God,
http://maranathachurchofgod.ca.
Collingwood, Ont.: CGI,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian
Church of God, www.canadianchurchofgod.com. Midland, Ont.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Patrick Read, midlandfeast@ucg.ca. Rockland, Ont.:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Charlottetown, P.E.I.: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. John
Labissoniere. Sainte-Adele, Que.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Dennis
Horlick, quebecfeast@ucg.ca. Cypress
Hills, Sask.: LCG, https://fot2016.
lcg.org.
Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org. Olmue: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Jaime Gallardo,
jaime_gallardo@ucg.org, Mario
Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.
China—Hong Kong: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Terry Franke.
Colombia—Cartagena: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Scott Hoefker,
scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704)
628-6383. El Rodadero, Santa
Marta: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Congo (Democratic Republic of)—
Centre Verbis Mboudi,

Estonia—Kuressaare, Saaremaa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Johnnie
Lambert, fotestonia@gmail.com,
(607) 796-2669.
Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
France—Carry-le-Rouet: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. La Bussiere:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Roquebrune-sur-Argens: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Tim & Maryse
Pebworth, feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Paul Kieffer.
Ghana—Accra: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org, Henry Aikins,
henry.aikins@gmail.com.
Guadeloupe—Gosier: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Panajachel:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Israel
Robledo, jisrael.robledo@gmail.com,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.
Guyana—Georgetown: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Lethem:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
India—New Delhi: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org, Ken Murray,
aaaken@bigpond.com. New
Delhi: UCG, http://ucg-india.org/feast,
David Schreiber, david_schreiber@
ucg.org, (507) 377-8151.
Indonesia—Batu: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Israel—Jerusalem and Tour
of Israel: Oct. 16-23, Congregation
of Yahweh (Jerusalem) https://
coyhwh.com.
Italy—Sabaudia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Carmelo Anastasi,
anastasi_c@libero.it.
Ivory Coast—Abidjan: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Man: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Jamaica—Montego Bay: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Montego
Bay: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Chuck
Smith, jamaicafot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991. Runaway Bay: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Kachinland—Lazum Brang, P.O. Na
Mawn-01114, Lake Indawgyi Region,
Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)
Kenya—Got Kachola: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kendu Bay: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Meru: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Got Kachola:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, John Elliott,
john_elliott@ucg.org. Nakuru:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Ogembo: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Sengera: CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
Malawi—Mangochi: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious
Mpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@
yahoo.com, 265 9 9982 3523, Aaron

Dean, aaron_dean@ucg.org. Salima:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Malaysia—Penang: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Penang:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Paul
Vaughan, paulvaughan@ucg.org.au,
61 0404 455 226.
Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Mexico—Puerto Vallarta: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gabriel Garcia,
gabriel_garcia@ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 5339481. San Miguel de Allende:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Myanmar (Burma)—Kalaymyo: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Sakhan Gyi:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
New Zealand—Acacia Bay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Daniel Porteous,
porteousx4@hotmail.com, 64 9 412
5494. Hammer Springs: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Taupo: CCG,
http://cogwriter.com/fot2016. Taupo:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Nigeria—Arakeji: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Oludare Akinbo.
Benin City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Philippines—Baguio City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com, +63 (917) 8147826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati City
1287, Philippines. Baguio City: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Davao City:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org. Baguio
City: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Davao City: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org, Raul Villacote, raul_villacote@
yahoo.com, David Dobson, dedobson@hotmail.com. Ivisian: Church of
God in Truth, http://postponements.
com. Kalutara: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org. Maranding: LCG, https://fot2016.
lcg.org. Marangkalan: Church of god
In Truth, http://postponements.com.
Visayas: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Jose Campos, campos_jt@yahoo.com,
63 (998) 549-6503.
Rwanda—Giti: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Saint Lucia—Reduit Beach: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Chuck Smith, stluciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Scotland—Colvend: Maranatha
Ministry, http://maranathanministry.
org.uk.
South Africa—Margate: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Roy Demont,
roydemont@gmail.com. Port
Shepstone: LCG, https://fot2016.
lcg.org. Stilbaai: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org. Uvongo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Sri Lanka—Hikkaduwa: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Kalutara:
UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/feast,
David Schreiber, david_schreiber@
ucg.org. Kalutara: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org.
Tanzania—Nansio: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org.
Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy
Institute, Leon Sexton, legacyinstitute.
org. Mal Sot: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org.
Togo—Kpalime: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org.
Trinidad and Tobago—Arima:
Church of God Ministries International,
http://thecogmi.org. Crown Point:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Chuck Smith,
tobagofot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991. Crown Point: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Plymouth:
CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
Vanuatu—Luganville: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Zambia—Lusaka: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org, Major Talama,
talamanawa@yahoo.com. Lusaka:
LCG, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Zimbabwe—Tulihill Camp,
Bulawayo: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Victoria Falls: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mike Mukarati,
mike_mukarati@ucg.org, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org.
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Connections runs classifieds
C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help Wanted,
For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and more. The
charge for classified ads is 25 cents per word. There is
no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements. Send classified
Personals
I am seeking someone
for a friend, a male of
age 55-65, deaf or HH
and can sign. Someone who loves God, is
friendly, easygoing and
honest, loves people
and outdoors activities.
Friendship comes first
before getting serious.
My name is Janece. If Janece
interested, here is my
E-mail: janecemm1@gmail.com.
Widow, nurse, semiretired, longtime COG
member looking for E-mail pen pals and
phone friend; rocky695@att.net, (903)
534-9131.

Feast of Tabernacles
Florida Feast—The Christian Church of God
is planning to host the Feast of Tabernacles
2016 in Lantana, Fla. For information,
please contact Neville Gilbert at jancgil@
aol.com or call (561) 547-4952.

advertisements (including Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to
CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.
com. Or call (903) 636-4779.

Obituaries

Obituaries

David La Ravia passed away April 22,
2016. Prayers and support for his family
are deeply appreciated. Services are
scheduled for May 28, 2016, in Bentonville, Ark.

Memorial Services for Luther J. “Jack”
Martz, 90, of Big Sandy, Texas, were May
1, 2016, at the Church of God Big Sandy
with Steve Smith officiating. Mr. Martz
passed away on April
27, 2016. ¶ Jack Martz
was born June 3, 1925,
to the late Ben and Ila
Martz in Lockesburg,
Ark. ¶ He answered the
call to serve his country
during World War II in
the United States Army.
¶ He was a self-employed heavy-equip- Jack Martz
ment operator and lived
most of his life in Big Sandy with his precious wife, Martha N. Martz. ¶ He was a
member of the Church of God in Big
Sandy, Texas. ¶ Jack is survived by his
sons Terry Martz and wife Karen of
Longview, Texas, Tony Martz of Lockesburg, Ark., and Scott Martz of Springfield,
Mo.; daughters Elinda Batte of Cypress,
Texas, and Karon Smith and husband
Steve of Vacaville, Calif.; 12 grandchildren; and 16 great-grandchildren. ¶ Mr.
Martz was preceded in death by his parents, his wife of 63 years, Martha N.
Martz, four brothers, two sisters and sonin-law, Oliver K. Batte.

Homegoing services for Skyla Jene Hunt
of East Point, Ga., were
held April 30, 2016, at
Israel Missionary Baptist Church, in Atlanta.
The Rev. Dr. William
Smith, pastor, officiated.
Interment was in Washington Memorial Gardens, Decatur. She leaves
to cherish: parents B.J.
Hunt and Ethel J. Hunt; Skyla Hunt
brothers Dorian J. Hunt
and Brian J. Hunt; a goddaughter, Enijah
Williams; and a host of loving relatives
and friends.

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

Why do you
tithe on money?

OUTREACH PROGRAM

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)
Biblical
Tithing
Is NOT
On Money

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

See MORE OBITUARIES, page 12

THE ITALIAN BOOT PROVES THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE

AND DESTROYS ATHEISM!
It GRAPHICALLY depicts the prophecy of

DANIEL 2:34, that a ROCK will strike
the FEET OF A REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE
in the latter days and usher in
GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH

For more information on this subject go to

To order these books write:

dan234.com

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Joan Bassett Leeson died peacefully as
a result of a stroke March 26, 2016. A
memorial service was held in Anaheim,
Calif., on April 24. In lieu of flowers Joan
would have wanted you
to donate to the Children’s Oncology Group,
where she worked for
many years. Make checks
payable to Children’s
Oncology Group (COG)
Foundation and mail to
3720 Spruce St. No.
506, Philadelphia PA
Joan Leeson
19104. ¶ If you wish to
send a dedication message to a friend or
family member of Joan’s, you may include an accompanying letter or note
with the check indicating so. Please also
indicate on the memo line that the donation is in Joan’s memory. ¶ If donating
online, please visit Children’s Oncology
Group Foundation at cog-foundation.org
and click on the “Donate Now” link.
Donors can also include designations
and messages to friends and family
members on the donation page.

Call

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL
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Stop your “LYING”
you SINisters, saying that Jesus took the Passover

You COG ministers are not NOT “NOT” Christians

BECAUSE

You little sinisters refuse to “DO” what 1st Century Christians did.
So stop your lying you SINisters, saying that Jesus took the Passover.

Because Yeshua/Jesus was already in the tomb dead, before the Passover started. John 19:31
And stop taking the wrong elements = Start doing the Last Dinner the way
God’s Bible tells you. Not whatever every Tom, Dick, and Herbert, ministers says.
Christ’s Last Dinner of the 12th was with Artos= with Leavened bread, & wine. Artos “NOT”
Azumos which means “without yeast”.
But re the Passover 2 days “after” the Last Dinner: At the Passover (15 minutes before the 14th ends)
you are to take Lamb with bitter herbs=horseradish, & unleavened bread (but no wine).
Again: You SINisters are all LIARS when you say Yeshua took the Passover.

Stop lying you SINisters saying that Jesus took the Passover.
Because Yeshua/Jesus was already in the tomb dead, before the Passover started. John 19:31
It was the day of preparation, and the Jewish leaders didn’t want the bodies hanging there the next day,
which was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath, because it was the Passover). So they asked Pilate to
hasten their deaths by ordering that their legs be broken. Then their bodies could be taken down. John
19:31 New Living TranslationSince it was the day of Preparation, and so that the bodies would not remain
on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day [1st day of U.B.]), the Jews asked Pilate
that their legs might be broken and that they might be taken away. John 19:31 English Standard Version
Jesus did NOT take the Passover because He was already dead. Period.

So stop lying you SINisters saying that Jesus took the Passover.
Therefore since Yeshua said to do the Last Dinner in remembrance of Him, you MUST do the Last Dinner
the EXACT way He did with the correct elements:
1.) You take the Last Dinner with leavened bread and wine only.
You have a full 2 hour dinner, Footwashing, Artos and wine, and a Hymn to close.
You do NOT leave out the 2 hour Dinner and just take the Artos and Wine in a Hall like a Catholic Style
mass. You take the Last Dinner with a few close friends. Here are the words to say for the Bread and
Wine elements> http://1stcenturychristian.com/How_Kiddish.html
2.) But for Passover you are commanded to take the Passover using Lamb with bitter herbs=horseradish, and unleavened bread (but no wine).
Get it right according to what Yeshua commanded, not what your mixed up minister
commands.
DO what God’s Bible COMMANDS!
SOLUTION to correct your ministers’ mistakes: You can still take the Passover on the second
month 14th day Numbers 9:11 to do it correctly in a worthy manner. 1 Corinthians 11:29. It is the “manner” in which you take it, not you being worthy, because even your minister is not worthy to take the
Passover. It applies to your ACTION-”manner” because unworthy is an adverb, and does NOT apply to
the actor which is a noun.
And remember to take the Last Dinner in remembrance of Him with bread and wine (body and blood) on
the 12th = 2 days before the Passover.

Realize you can’t deny these BIBLE Facts:

The Last Dinner elements are Artos=leavened bread, and wine.

BUT

The Passover elements are lamb with bitter herbs =
horseradish, unleavened bread, but no wine.
Exodus 12:8 . . . eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without
yeast. [No wine is mentioned].
And you are to take the Passover STANDING UP STAFF IN HAND, and you are to take it in a RUSH:
Exodus 12:11 (BBE) And take your meal dressed as if for a journey, with your shoes . . . your belt fastened, your shoes on your feet and hand your staff in your; and you are to eat it hurriedly . . .

Passover is not the lying Jewish 2 hour Seder meal.
God’s Bible states: “HURRIEDLY” as in 10 minutes total.
These are Biblical “WRITTEN” BIBLE RECORDED FACTS.
Either believe these God WRITTEN WORDS in His Bible or
believe ministers’ lies. So stop your lying you SINisters,
saying that Jesus took the Passover.
Deny THESE BIBLE FACTS = you are a liar.
Giving you 3000 word exhortations is pointless,
because you have ears that will not hear.
Do you have eyes but fail to see, and ears but fail to hear? Mark 8:18.
As usual it’s left to TO COG (The Obedient Church of God) to be the bearer of hard truths, but we are
happy to do that, knowing it may save good “OBEDIENT” SCATTERED people.
The scattered people actually “live” by every word of God, and not by ministers’ lies.
In which they think it strange that you run not with them to the same excess of dissipation, speaking
evil of you: 1 Peter 4:4
Editor’s THOUGHTS 1: Take the 144,000 and divide by 6000 years and you only get 24 people a year!
These scattered members MUST be gathered together Zephaniah 2:1; so that they can be put on the
wings of a great eagle and flown to the Place of Safety . . . that you may be hidden . . . Zephaniah 2:3.
The largest “great eagle” is the Airbus A380 and only holds 615 people.
Editor’s THOUGHTS 2: The Bible states only 1 great eagle, “NOT” many great eagles.
Therefore the 615 people will have to gather together in a central location in the USA (where most of
God’s remnant reside). Townsend, Tennessee is central to the whole East Coast which has the major USA
population. From Townsend (a tiny community of less than 400 but with hotel accommodations
http://tremontlodge.com/ for 700 https://www.facebook.com/tremontlodgeandresort because Townsend is a tourist mecca for the fall leaf viewing from tourists from Japan, China, etc.) and is
only 19 miles from Dollywood and is only 19 miles from Mcghee Tyson Airport which is an
International Airport with runways capable of handling the largest plane (great eagle).
You would gather together in Townsend, Tennessee and 615 of you (the number of man is 6) would
board the 1 great eagle, to the place of safety. You will need Silver to barter with once you get to Jordan.
All E-Bay and Amazon is a hustle at $57 an ounce when you do the math, so go to https://online.
kitco.com/buy/gold-silver.html#silver and purchase a $19 ounce silver dollars.

And
You must have $150,000 to give to Israel/Jordan for them to allow you to stay there over 3 months,
before Yah takes us to Bozrah. That means I have to put up $90 million dollars+ to get you in. It’s
possible because I am 1 of the 20 largest shareholders in a 3.7 Trillion Dollar settlement and please pray that I receive at least a 2.5 Billion settlement for you to stay
permanently in Jordan.
http://911blogger.com/news/2010-04-02/cmkmcmkx-387-trillion-lawsuit-goes-mainstream 3.87 trillion, what we’re TELLING THEM is to release the funds that have been collected for us.”
The funds have already been collected BUT the Bankster crooks keep delaying the “RELEASE” OF
OUR FUNDS. Please PRAY for the “RELEASE” of our funds so that we can take you to Jordan.

Our Attorney Hodges noted that Story, publisher of International Currency Review, and several other
serials, is “subscribed to by every intelligence operation in the world.”
If intelligence agencies are reading about CMKM, then why isn’t the mainstream press covering this case?
Hodges prudently observed that “they’re not going to touch it.”
Pray that they SILENTLY RELEASE the 3.7 Trillion of which we get at least A MINIMUM OF $2.5 BILLION.
The World $ crash and Silver/gold price explosion should happen by October 2016. Buy silver NOW and put it under your mattress, because the Banksters will take your money out
of your Bank account and safety deposit box as they did in Greece.
1st market/housing Crash
Then money printing starts.
Then Hyperinflation. The Banksters will be printing money like a firehose filling a Dixie
cup. The moment people realize the paper dollar is trash, people as always will flee and
run to gold and silver=people will only deal in gold and silver, and not wheelbarrows of
monopoly US fiat phony worthless paper.
Gold and silver has been suppressed for 5 years and will now only go onto higher incredible new highs breaking the 600 day moving average.
Banksters will be stopped from shorting God’s money/gold. There is no time left and it is time
now before 2017 because the Fed is out of bullets and the system USA WILL CRASH, and THEN
the Worldwide CRASH as in every crash since 1764 every 21/42 years= CRASH IN 2016.
There are only 600 of you, but that is better than the last time as in the days of Noah when only 8 were
spared. And God did not spare the ancient world—except for Noah and the seven others . . . 2 Peter 2:5
As it was in the days of Noah, so it is now! And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days
of the Son of man. Luke 17:26 KJV
Editor’s THOUGHTS 3: Our Flight to Bozrah:
The “Cities of Refuge” were “designated” cities, 3 on each side the river Jordan
Editor’s THOUGHTS 4: “When” do we leave?
Since the Feast of First Fruits occurs at Pentecost this is the time we leave= This is May/June. More on the
1335 days vs 1290 days later.
I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of Israel; I will put them

as

Bozrah

together
the sheep of
[in Jordan], as the flock in the midst of their fold;
they shall make a great noise by reason of the multitude of men. The breaker is come up before them: they
have broken up, and have passed through the gate, and are gone out by it; and their king shall pass
before them, and the Lord on the head of them” Micah 2:12-13 KJV.
Editor’s THOUGHTS 5: What will we “do” there?
I will NURTURE them in the things of God.
Therefore thus says the Lord of hosts: “Behold, I will
and try them; For how shall
I deal with the daughter of My people? Jer 9:7.

refine them

Back to the main Topic to try to save you>
To make this to the POINT:
Obey God’s 1st Century Bible Ways, or into
the Tribulation you go to be beheaded and be raised
later, or to be burned up in HELL
FIRE as incorrigible. That is your fate
“YOU” DISobedient members & SINisters. Period.
Judgment is NOW on the House of the Lord. 1 Peter 4:17
King James 2000 Bible. For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God:
and if it first begins with us, what shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God?

We “ARE” RESTORING ALL THINGS.
Eli’s Coming = you cannot hide your heart because little
you CAN’T deny these TO COG printed TRUTHS = there is
no where for you to hide from TO COG TRUTH.
CLICK HERE>
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzyJDBTCvRM
BUT 1st you will have to be TORTURED FOLLOWING
SATAN’S SYSTEM OF LIES, before you SEE the truth>>
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CuNBengxaQ
Eli’s Coming and the girl/church will never get away!
During the 7 years “THEN” Elisha will START KICKING you
Sinisters into line. Malachi 4:4, 6.

AND
According to God’s Bible there is NO
CHURCH era after Laodicea.

So stop saying you are doing the work of
preaching the gospel to the world. Because
it’s ALREADY all over for you ministers.
Laodicea attitude type churches were the
“last” Churches. About which God stated:
spit

. . . I am about to
you [Laodicea attitude] out of my mouth Revelations 3:16. NIV
That’s is how God states it ends! It does not end with another church revival after Tkach. Tkach
https://www.gci.org/ “WAS” the end, with all the DISobedient splinter groups that refuse to
grow in knowledge. 18 Instead, grow in . . . the true knowledge . . . 2 Peter 3:18 The Voice (Voice).

Next
is: “ONLY” Elisha
And an angel preaching to the World.

For after Laodicea (Tkach) an angel preaches the Gospel of the Kingdom to the world= NOT SPLINTER GROUPS.

. . . I saw . . . angel . . . to
preach unto them that dwell on
the earth, and to every nation,
and kindred, and tongue, and
people, Rev 14:6 KJV.
And Eli’s COMING Girl/Church. You’ll NEVER get away with your ministerial DISobedience
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBJfIsKMwFk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0CuNBengxaQ

One never sees the source of God’s power
revealed; one only sees its effects.
We KNOW the Source of God’s Power
And so will you,
“IF”
You FOLLOW the Admonitions
of these Exhortations!
It is an attitude to Do Your Best for God.
1.) STOP saying Amen and instead say: “Let it be so”. Because in Egyptian mythology,

pagan god

Amen,

or Amun, was a deity represented by a ram, the
of life and reproduction.
It’s not right to argue the point BECAUSE the pagan god’s name “WAS” Amen/Amun. What is so hard
about saying: “Let it be so.”
2.) And STOP using an averaging calendar when you can know the correct Holy Day Date with 1
click of your computer. God states there must be 2 WITNESSES to start the New Month= Not an averaging calendar.
And STOP using Potential Visibility “BECAUSE” God states THE SIGHTING MUST BE CONFIRMED BY 2 WITNESSES=there must be 2 WITNESSES to confirm the New Month. “Every
matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.” 2 Corinthians
13:1 NIV. But “you” goats say to God: NO Witnesses. God will separate the goats
from the obedient sheep, and “WILL” throw the DISobedient goats into Hell.
3.) The Pharisees sit in Moses’s seat: means they must OBEY Moses. Do NOT obey the
Pharisees/Sinisters. As there was 1 added jot that changed the Scripture from obey Moses to obey
“them”. Matthew 23:10 The scribes and Pharisees were only allowed to explain the EXISTING Law of
Moses, but were “NOT” allowed to change the Law of Moses to an averaging calendar,
etc. The correct translation is obey “him = Moses” [not them].Because the Talmud has the Pharisees
arguing with each other and contradicting each other SO you cannot obey them even if you wanted
to. And the same goes on today as you have the sinisters—all different COG church ministers contradicting one another. SOLUTION: Obey Moses, not your ministers= no averaging calendar for God’s Moadim APPOINTED TIMES which are SACRED TIMES=MEMORIALS as “SPECIFIC”
TIMES Holy Days and just like July 4TH the day cannot be moved to July 3rd or July 5th “MEANS” they
cannot be averaged/moved.

GOD IS Breaking, PRESSING and Shaking
YOU Branches
We are restoring sanity and common sense. I WILL take you to God. God is watching you, to see
if you follow Him, an0d not the Pharisees/Sinisters. Follow God-not men. Peter and the other apostles
replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! Acts 5:29 NIV. Follow God so we CAN all be united
as 1 flock.

We “ARE” RESTORING ALL THINGS.

TO COG is the “Only” Church that is:
“CONTINUING” Mr. Armstrong’s Work of RESTORING All Things
All other churches are stuck in 1972 and refuse to Grow in Knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18
Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!
answers@theworldtomorrow.org
Passover Information Video, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4
http://1stcenturychristian.com/Masons.html
Singing that: This is People who will NOT be slaves again > http://1stcenturychristian.com/TakingBack.html

Lawrence Albert Nowell

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).

The Obedient Church of God / P.O. Box 1278 / Omak, Washington, USA 98841
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 183 (April 30, 2016)

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

We invite you to join us in 2016 at a Feast site sponsored by the

Church of God Big Sandy
Each of the four is a small, friendly Feast of Tabernacles observance
with inspiring messages and excellent fellowship

Destin

Big Sandy

For the 19th consecutive year
Pelican Beach Resort
Make reservations through the Church of God Big Sandy by calling David Havir III at (903) 714-3007. By booking through the
church there is no sales tax.
Main Pelican building on beach: 1 bedroom,. $108 per night; 2
bedrooms, $128
Terrace building, 50 yards from beach: 2 bedrooms, $102; 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, $132; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $176
Coordinators are David and Diana Havir, (903) 714-3007

For the 22nd consecutive year
Church services and activities at our church building.
The building is on Highway 80, a half mile west of town (1106
West Broadway)
Refreshments
Senior citizens’ luncheon
Coordinators are pending

Myrtle Beach

Prescott, Arizona

For the 14th consecutive year
Avista Resort
Make reservations by calling 1-877-238-4487. Mention group
code 1959068
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $61–$68; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, $86–$89;
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $104–$111
Coordinators are Lyle and Kathy Kerby, (304) 354-7147.

For the first year
LaQuinta Inn & Suites
Make reservations by calling (928) 777-0770 and identifying yourself with “Church of God Big Sandy”
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
Room rates are $89 and suites are $89
Coordinators are Dennis and Karen Benson, (928) 899-1337

Your Choice of

Four
Sites!
Church of God Big Sandy
P.O. Box 690 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • churchofgodbigsandy.com
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The Religious Shake-Down

Y

ou were promised such a great abundance, you would not be able nor
have room to receive it. Did that happen? Are you
still living in poverty with
less than you had 20 years
ago? That has happened to
many. Are you afraid to quit
with the COMMANDED tithing and give what you are
able? They, or he quoted Malachi 3:10, seeing, alleging it
applies to you? GIVING CONTAINS THE BLESSINGS,
not paying! Acts 20:35. There is no reason why we

should keep any part of that law that was negated
in 70 A.D. It was not to be taught to the gentiles, as
of Acts 15:19-21. The Big concern was both circumcision and THE LAW OF MOSES. Tithing by obligation was part of that law. It was part of the “works
of the law” as it was used to purchase the lambs for
the morning and evening oblations which were performed at the temple. “Tithes and GENEROUS
OFFERINGS” was that man’s theme, while many
were depriving their families of necessities. Yours
truly was one of those. To “give” is fine, but to
“pay” is by debt. God doesn’t bill us. He paid the bill
by Jesus Christ, our savior. John 3:16 and 10:28. He
gives and does not charge.

Send all hate mail to
Lawrence G. Mumme, 10003 W. Constellation Way, Tucson, Arizona 85735

Issue No. 183 (April 30, 2016)

Visit the Church of God
Big Sandy on the Web at

www.
churchofgod
bigsandy.
com
P.O. Box 690
Big Sandy, Texas 75755

— Rare DVDs Available —
www.rockandrollondvd.com has one of the largest private collections of rare DVDs in the
world. More than 15,000 DVDs available. Not just music. Also classic TV and now more than 2,500
Broadway plays and classic live TV teleplays are available.
Email btrjr007@aol.com if you see anything of interest or if you want a more up-to-date,
easier-to-search file version of the website.

Journal readers may be interested in several DVDs that showcase performances in the Ambassador
Auditorium in Pasadena, California. An example: An American in Pasadena in 1978
honoring Gene Kelly and featuring dozens of stars including Frank Sinatra, Liza Minelli, Lucille Ball,
Cyd Charisse and many other leading ladies from Gene Kelly’s movies.
Then there’s Bing Crosby’s 50th-Anniversary Gala featuring many superstars including Bing’s buddy Bob Hope in the Ambassador Auditorium in 1977.

www.rockandrollondvd.com

Are the Law of God and the Law
of Moses One and the Same?

A

re the Law of God and the
Law of Moses one and the
same? Generally speaking the
churches of God think they are the
same. Why?
Abraham obeyed the Law of God
(Gen 26:5). Did Abraham obey the Law
of Moses? Abraham never tithed to
Levi and he never offered his sacrifices
on the altar by the Tabernacle of God.
These were both absolutely required
by the Law of Moses (Lev 17:3-4, Num
18:24). So, even though Abraham
obeyed the Law of God, he didn’t obey
the Law of Moses.
“He said to them, “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to
divorce your wives, but from the beginning
it was not so” (Mat 19:8).
The Law of Moses made concessions for the hard-heartedness of the
Israelites. Does the Law of God allow
people to be hard-hearted? Is there a
place for hard-hearted people in God’s
kingdom? If the Law of God and the
Law of Moses are the same, there must

be! (This particular example is quite
disturbing considering many of the
churches of God allow that members
may divorce when adultery is involved.
This is exactly what Moses allowed.
Those who teach that adultery justifies
divorce perpetuate hard-heartedness
according to Messiah.)
With the New Covenant God says,
“I will put My laws in their mind and write
them on their hearts; and I will be their
God, and they shall be My people” (Heb
8:10). God’s law is written in the mind
and heart of the believer so he/she will
keep it (Rom 2:14-15, Deu 8:2). If one
doesn’t clearly know the difference
between the Law of God and the Law
of Moses, how can one know that they
are keeping the Law of God?
Can someone who doesn’t know exactly what the Law of God is have it
written on their heart? Can they grasp
the New Covenant? “O LORD, I know
the way of man is not in himself; it is not in
man who walks to direct his own steps”
(Jer 10:23).

Understanding the distinction
between the Law of God and the Law
of Moses is vital to understanding the
mind of God, how He thinks— and to
walk with the Creator. He hates
divorce (Mal 2:6). The Law of Moses is
not the law of God. Yes, the Law of
God is included in the Law of Moses,
but not all of the Law of Moses is the
Law of God.
The average Protestant believes the
spirit somehow just inspires them. Can
they tell the difference between their
own way and the way of God? Can they
then direct their own steps? Do those
who go to church on the Sabbath always
choose what is right? Is Sabbath recognition the only obvious difference?
One may be closer in understanding
than the average Protestant. One may
think that he/she is rich and increased
with understanding, but the Protestant
roots of the Worldwide Church of
God have not been shed until His Law,
as it was from the beginning based on His
word, is understood and respected. Our

best guess is unreliable.
Could this be why the church at
Laodicea is criticized for being poor
and blind and naked? Do you read “I
will put My Spirit within you and cause you
to walk in My statutes, and you will keep
My judgments and do them” (Eze 36:27)
but have little idea in which chapters
His judgments and His statutes are
concentrated? Do you hold to the traditional pre-1986 WCG belief that “We
do not accept the statutes as binding
law, but rather, appropriate to the culture”? Yet this scripture indicates the
indwelling of the Spirit of God goes
hand in glove with the keeping of His
judgments and statutes.
Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Creator through an in-depth study of His
word. Don’t guess at what is important
to the Creator. Begin to understand
why David had to meditate deeply on
His Law and never claimed a complete
understanding.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 183 (April 30, 2016)

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

By P.F. “Free” Lazor
matically result in parole denial for the natural
However, the former retired, and the latter is
life of the prisoner. Voilà!—conversion of an
not trained in the particularized “psych tools”
y this article I hope to achieve three
8 1⁄ 2-year sentence into life without possibility
(testing criteria) that the BPH requires, and
goals, all related to a single, greater,
BPH uses only the most recent report.
overarching, aim of obtaining my
of parole, in criminal violation of my courtSo the first two goals mentioned at the outfreedom from 33 years in false imprison- decreed sentence. Pretty nifty, huh?
set are (1) to locate an appropriate, competent,
ment. I wish to thank Dixon Cartwright for
The guards have personally promised that
honest psychologist trained in the methods
his help to aid toward this end.
their criminal network (Google “The Green
BPH requires and (2) to raise funds to pay him
Longtime readers of THE JOURNAL may
Wall” and “Corcoran Sharks”) of fellow gang
or her from caring souls, hopefully, who may be
remember learning some details about my situ- members will continue to issue false RVRs,
reading this article.
ation, that since 1983 I’ve been imprisoned for
while I remain an ultra-model prisoner, for the
(By the way, the megalomaniacal forensicsaving my life by lawfully using a legally regisrest of my life, as retaliation for my exposing
assessment psychologist who rated me as dantered gun in my bedroom against a home-invathings like this scheme and guards’ crimes as
gerous to society as Manson et al. never even
sion intruder in a violent rage attack that
serious as brutal beatings and
consulted with me and, therefore, had no basis
would no doubt have ended in my grisly murmurders of prisoners, probably
to know that in my entire life I’ve never comder had I not acted defensively.
some innocent.
mitted even a single act of moderate aggresI was acquitted of first-degree
But now a far worse criminal
sion, let alone violence, other than the one lawmurder, convicted of secscheme concocted by the BPH
ful event that saved my life.)
ond-degree murder (by
has entered the picture that
(3) As to the third goal of this article: For the
some of the most shocking
would make Uncle Joseph
past month, since my arrival at this new prison,
criminal acts by judicial offiStalin blush with envy. Worse
cials ever committed) and
than any tactics I’ve ever read I’ve conversed regularly with a “jailhouse
sentenced under the relatively
about in Stalin’s U.S.S.R., the lawyer” whose track record in successful legal
exploits that have exonerated, freed and favornew, ambiguous, convoluted,
BPH created a Forensic
ably helped other prisoners is second to none.
deceptively written
Assessment Division
(I’m told that Googling “G. Daniel Walker”
Proposition 7 “death penalty”
branch, of their own ininitiative.
house, hand-picked mercenary will bring up about 2,000 news articles and
some famous TV interviews.)
It had been passed into law by
psychologists, imposed on all prisoners
special interests who hoodunder these falsely claimed “lifer” sentences, as
He is much better at law than most good attorwinked California voters as to
hatchet men who are now the ultimate gateway
neys, which his track record proves. Of course,
what the multisubject measure meant—not
through which all these prisoners must pass
good jailhouse lawyers usually require a fee, but
passed by the California legislature. My senbefore release.
his is 5 to 10 percent that of an outside attorney.
tence was an actual 8 1⁄ 2 years, on a 17-year senThis new adjunct to the false RVR scheme is
His portfolio of news articles shows he’s suctence with half-time reduction for “good time”
the ultimate retaliation cudgel for all specially tar- cessfully won resentencing and release of men
credits. But, after passage, private special-inter- geted prisoners who they deem dissidents (i.e., do
in my exact situation, where my sentence is
est prosecution officials met behind closed
not march to the drum of worshiping the
disproportionate to the so-called crime and
doors to “reinterpret” the new statute, because California Department of Corrections [CDC], the disparate to others with the same crime who
it was so badly worded it was unclear and
bread-and-butter daddy of their BPH branch).
have gone home long before me.
lacked an enactment/implementation clause.
So, although I’ve never in my life had a mental
For less than $1,000 total he will fight for
illness, not even close, and despite decades of
my resentencing and freedom on this simple
In that meeting the clear meaning that the
favorable parole psych reports to release me, even and, lately, much-recognized legitimate ground.
sentence would be “15 years” (plus two for gun
There’s never a guarantee we will prevail, but
by the CDC’s own psychologists, I’m now suddenuse), but could also be escalated up to “life” only
I feel this is worth a try for that amount of
ly labeled with a myriad of capriciously selected
for “special circumstances” and only if some of that
money and the realistic good
long laundry list was found “true” by a
chance of success.
jury, was treacherously changed to a
During these 33 years I’ve never
catchall phrase of “15 years to life” as the
My mandatory release date was May 1,
asked people to donate financial aid
sentence itself.
It was applied to everyone convictunless they first offered it, though a
1992. Every day since then has been
ed of second-degree murder, even
few others have asked on my
false imprisonment and kidnapping.
where there were no special circumbehalf, though not often. I’ve never
stances, as in my case. By this masterbeen comfortable doing so, but I
piece of deception, my sentence has
feel I’m fighting for what’s left of
been deviously converted by violent, corrupt
my life in these final rounds and will humbly ask
mental illnesses and “danger to society” ratings.
prison guards, working in conjunction with
This is conscience-shocking, since my entire
of those who are willing and can. Perhaps some
ex-prison guards and like ilk who graduated
life history, since a toddler until today, in and
could offer matching funds to get the ball
into positions on California’s Board of Parole
out of prison, is a flawless record of one of the
rolling.
Hearings (BPH) to a sentence of “life” where
most peaceful, antiviolent people who have
Important note: Money cannot be sent to me
the “15 years” has become meaningless winever walked this earth. Yet my new forensic
directly in prison. I’m severely penalized if that
dow dressing.
rating of danger to society, too dangerous to be happens. Any amount would be gratefully accepted
My mandatory release date, equal to any
set free, is equal to all Manson-family members, Ted but must be sent to (and made out to) Gayle Travis
other prisoner with a flat sentence that ends,
Bundy, Jeffrey Dahmer . . .
(phone 510-363-3605), 21736
fully served, on a specified date, was May 1,
Besides a lot of heavenly prayer (please), the
Orange Ave., Castro Valley,
1992—and every day since then has been “false
one earthly hope I have to rectify this horrifyCA 94546.
imprisonment” and “kidnapping” by guards and ing nightmare of libelous reputation-bashing
Thank you for rememberBPH officials, as defined by the Penal Code.
on top of the theft of the rest of my life is to
ing Matthew 25:35-36 and
My prison files show the semisecret stealth
locate an appropriate psychologist and raise
Proverbs 3:28.
change, in increments, from May 1, 1992,
the funds to pay him or her.
For info on my character
release to a “lifer” status. The mechanism by
I had secured one previously, hiring an indeand credibility, life history,
which this fraudulent sentence conversion has
pendent psychologist and another, a Church of legal case history, etc., please
been achieved is a scheme created by prison
God clinical psych, who traveled to the prison
see www.free-lazor.org and
guards in concert with BPH officials. The
and did an evaluation pro bono (without
www.tinyurl.com/freelazor.
prison guards write false disciplinary rule-viola- charge). Both gave sterling reports of no menMy parole hearing is set for
tion reports (RVRs) and the parole board
tal illness and less danger to society than the
June 16, 2016, at 8:30 a.m.
Free Lazor
invented a rule that any such reports will autoaverage person who’s never been in prison.
U.S. Pacific time.

B
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Advanced Thinking Part 3
any computers are loaded with many
M
programs that we never use, or rarely.
Features lying dormant. How about us? We
may not understand trigonometry, but use it
subconsciously when catching a fly ball. To
the conscious mind, the unconscious is like a
‘black box’ or TV which can be controlled
externally with buttons and knobs, but the
internal works are not understood much.
The Emperor’s New Mind
By Roger Penrose (1999, he wrote The Nature of Space and Time with Stephen Hawking): “I argue that the phenomenon of consciousness cannot be accommodated within the
framework of present day physical theory.” A
computer with consciousness should respond
the way a human would. Show understanding,
make appropriate responses or gestures to
show a conscious presence under its replies.
In the fictional Star Trek, the transporter
basically copies the person, beams or sends the
information to reconstruct him and deletes the
original. What if it did not get rid of the original? We are continually reforming ourselves
on the cellular level. Cells die and are replaced
many times since birth.
“What selective advantage does consciousness confer on those who possess it?” Penrose
believes intelligence without consciousness
would not convince him. And if Artificial
Intelligence people claim they can simulate
intelligence without consciousness, the term
needs to be redefined. He believes consciousness cannot be simulated by a program.
Only the active role of consciousness can be
seen. Unlike this example: In the 1940s curare
was used as an anesthetic on children for surgery, so their muscles would not work. So they
could not scream out while experiencing pain
under surgery. They were conscious all the time.
Not all the brain seems accessible to consciousness. [Though biofeedback studies have
shown much more than normal can be. Such
as heart rate and blood pressure.]
Consciousness seems needed when we
form new judgments, where the rules have not
been laid down yet. Also conscious effort is
needed to learn a new skill, which eventually
becomes mostly subconscious and automatic.
Consciousness is needed for: common
sense, judgment of truth, understanding, artistic appraisal. It seems not needed for automatic systems, following already programmed
rules. Though these distinctions are not
always clear cut.
Penrose is a strong believer in natural selection, but cannot see how natural selection by
itself could have created consciousness.
A complicated computer program may be
found to need correction, but the original programmer may not be available or dead, and it is
also documented poorly. Someone else would
have difficulty in realizing the intent of the code.
Likely easier to scrap it and make another.
Ideas are formed into a program and underlie it, and ideas require a conscious mind? If
we can make a physical object become conscious, it would have some advantages over
us. A machine that gains consciousness would
not have ‘old baggage’ or ‘accidents’ we carry
around from our ancestry. And could be
assigned tasks difficult for humans to do.
Would not have to grow from a single cell.
Machines could be assigned the task of
achieving consciousness.
Studies have shown how unique the laws of
physics must be for life to exist, with certain
physical constants at just the right value for
life to function.
[Penrose, in over 300 pages, uses advanced
math and physic ideas not discussed here, as
the Turing Test, Goedel’s Theorem and quantum mechanics.]
Math is based on small verifiable steps
(axioms), so mathematicians at least in principle can see that a math theory is correct. “We
must see the truth of a mathematical argument
to be convinced of its validity. The ‘seeing’ is
the very essence of consciousness.”
Inspiration and originality
Does a flash come out of the blue from the
conscious or unconscious mind? Studies of this
show they tend to come from persistent thought
about the problem first. Then the flash comes
while engaged in some other activity, with a
feeling of elation at the realization of a breakthrough. Aha! The idea comes quickly and
seems to be consciously known to be true and

verifiable. But working out the details may take
much time. The truth of the matter seems to be
known ahead of time. It is likely the subconscious worked on the problem and finally came
to the conclusion and relayed it to the conscious.
The unconscious must be actively engaged
and not just randomly suggesting ideas to the
conscious, but ones given that have a strong
possibility of being the solution. It is highly
selective.
Animal consciousness?
Because animals lack language skills as
humans keep them from seeming to be conscious? Do some humans deny them verbal skills
to keep them out of the consciousness club?
Konrad Lorens describes a chimpanzee put in
a room with a box, and a banana suspended just
out of reach from the ceiling: “The matter gave
him no peace, and he returned to it again. Then,
suddenly—and there is no other way to describe
it—his previously gloomy face ‘lit up.’ His eyes
now moved from the banana to the empty space
beneath it on the ground, from this to the box,
then back to the space, and from there to the
banana. The next moment he gave a cry of joy,
and somersaulted over to the box in sheer high
spirits. Completely assured of his success., he
pushed the box below the banana. No man
watching him could doubt the existence of a genuine ‘Aha’ experience in anthropoid apes.”
So Penrose concludes some animals show
at least flashes of consciousness. Dolphins
have brains about the same size as humans, but
lack hands and our speaking tools and skills.
They go to sleep by half their brains sleeping
at a time. [Their use of a sonar system may
account for more brain power.]
The brain used to be thought of as a
machine. But it has what is called plasticity [is
pliable], unlike machine parts which continue
to have the same functions. Neurons (nerve
cells) in the brain are continually rewiring, discarding connections to other neurons and
establishing them with others.
[The next book deals with neuroplasticity or
neurons of the brain changing.]
The Brain’s Way of Healing (2016)
By Normal Doidge, author of The Brain
That Changes Itself: In the past, the brain was
considered made of machine parts, so when
they lost function they could not be replaced.
Also that its neurons were unchangeable or
‘hardwired’ so those with birth problems were
doomed to stay the same or get worse. But
recent discoveries show otherwise. As in 2000
when a Nobel Prize went for finding that neurons increase and create more interconnections
with learning. That learning can switch on
genes that change nerve structure. Hundreds of
studies show mental activity shaping the brain.
New findings show the brain is pliable and
can restore its own health even from birth
defects, making life better or even cure the
incurable. “The mind can alter the brain.”
It had seemed that we are our brain, and the
brain is master controller so tells the body what
to do. To find the trouble for a person who had
a stroke and could not move his foot, doctors
looked not to the foot but the brain for the problem. Brain mapping resulted showing locations
where body parts were controlled by brain cells.
There is two-way communication between
body parts and certain brain cells. Sensory
nerves send signals in, while the brain sent
motor signals out. But it was found that body
parts can affect change in the brain without
being invasive and without adverse side effects.
In the past, doctors used military terms of
battle. They fought a war against disease, using
magic bullets, combating AIDS, and using therapeutic armament. High-tech physicians would
hardly listen to patients, but tell them their lab
test results. Now patients actively control their
own thought processes leading to healing.
Mike Moskowitz MD
Of Bay Area Medical Associates in Sausalito, California, that treats people who have
failed using other treatments. They have
already heard “Everything that can be done
for you has been done.”
Pain can be shut off because its purpose is
to alert us to danger, and pain only registers in
the brain. Drugs as morphine can prevent
acute pain from being constantly registered as
chronic pain. Anesthesia makes higher brain
parts sleep, but we must be unconscious.
The article Pain Mechanisms: A New Theory
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came out in 1965 claiming the brain is not a
passive recipient of pain from extremities. It
controls how much we feel. And the pain perception system is throughout the brain and
spinal cord The brain only registers pain after
the signal has gone through several gates beginning at the spinal cord, and this is only allowed
by the brain if deemed that important. The brain
can close a gate by releasing endorphin.
When neurons are said to rewire, that
means other neurons excite them or inhibit
their action, or increase or decrease the number of connections between nerve cells. Ones
that fire together, wire together. So if two adjacent fingers were tied together for long, they
would seem to be one finger to the brain. If a
person develops the habit of compulsive eating after getting upset, in order to break the
habit he might forbid himself to enter the
kitchen after getting upset, and do something
else more constructive.
When pain becomes chronic, it spreads over
areas close by, enlarging our perceptive field in
the brain. More pain can lead to referred pain
when one brain map becomes bigger and contacts another map next to it, so seemingly
unrelated parts of the body hurt. The more pain
continues, the more pain receptors become
sensitive to any cause of pain. [As stick out
like a sore thumb.]
Chronic pain is learned pain. Like an alarm
clock stuck on. So chronic pain becomes
another illness to deal with besides the original
illness. For patients, Moskowitz draws 3 brain
pictures: For acute pain, the brain area with
pain has 16 smaller areas showing activity.
The 2nd picture shows chronic pain with the
same areas firing but also spread further out in
the brain. The 3rd picture shows no pain at all.
Obviously, patients are told to visualize their
brain as the last one.
Brain cell function has been described as
use it or lose it. Through practice or repetition
we learn a skill. But when we do not continue
using that function, the brain cells become
used for some other function [and why athletes
must continue to practice]. Pain is processed in
many parts of the brain, not just one area.
Areas that fire chronic pain also process
thoughts, sensations, images, memories, movements, emotions and beliefs when not processing pain. This explains why we have trouble
thinking well when in constant pain. Instead of
doing these other functions, the neurons are
processing pain signals. He mapped a monkey’s hand map in its brain, then amputated a
middle finger. After a few months he found the
hand map did not have the area for that 3rd finger, but the adjacent finger maps were
enlarged, taking over that area since they had
to take up the slack.
Moskowitz knew that normally, in a certain
brain area only 5% of the cells processed acute
pain, only these nerve cells were dedicated to
pain. But with chronic pain this increased to
15-25%, so these latter ones had to be reconverted from pain to their function before. In
severe chronic pain himself from an accident,
he began to visualize the affected brain maps
shrinking in size. Concentrating despite the
pain to reduce them in size. Not letting any
pain spike go without imagining reduction.
Within a few months his chronic pain ceased.
Most chronic pain patients are passive, just
accept a pill or injection. While pain saps
them. But with Moskowitz, his approach
makes the patient visualize and must be relentless in treating the pain each time, whether
results are good immediately, or if pain returns
again. The pain may have undergone a vicious
spiral getting worse, but this can be reversed,
spiraling in hope.
In one study, subjects were told to look at
their hands while performing some movements,
then using binoculars in an inverted way to view
these movements as very small. It was found
pain diminished when viewed in miniature, and
increased when magnified. So what appeared
less, also seemed to have less pain. Magnifying
seemed to make more input into the cells and
thus more pain. Hypnotists have suggested the
person think of his body image or virtual body
and the specific place where the pain is. And
then concentrate on shrinking that area.
A strange phenomenon was noticed when
children stretched their hands and viewed them
through a computerized version of a fun house
mirror so their hands appeared several times
longer. A grandmother of one of them insisted
she do it too for fun, but to do it gently since
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she had arthritis. To everyone’s surprise, she
felt better. This was repeated with those with
constant pain of hands, feet or lower back.
They got pain relief when the fingers appeared
shrunk or some when stretched. So visual
imagery of the body can modify pain circuits.
Some claim it is a placebo effect, like taking
a pill which the person thinks is real, but is
actually fake. The placebo effect seems to
work about 30% of the time, and not on some
conditions.
A study performed the most common orthopedic operation of opening the knee joint and
surgically removing loose cartilage, inflamed
tissue and bits of bone. This had been shown to
make half of them have pain relief. For the
study, this time half got the surgery and half
were given sham surgery, no surgery was actually performed. It was found that those who
had the sham surgery had the same pain relief
as actual surgery, but also functioned better.
Evidently from less trauma in repairing tissue.
While some narcotics help block pain, over
time they lose the effect, despite additional
dosage. And the danger of addiction becomes
greater. And the patient becomes more sensitive to pain because pain receptors become
less sensitive to the drug. It was found out that
long term opioid use could be weaned off
gradually with the new approach.
Brain cells are 15% nerve and 85% glial.
Glial cells used to be thought of as just packing for nerve cells. Glial cells do protect nerve
cells, but also wire and rewire the brain.
Parkinson’s Disease (PD)
PD symptoms develop when a person’s natural dopamine level falls by 80%. Levadopa is
made by the body and in the brain converts to
dopamine. It is the common drug to treat it, giving dramatic relief. The cause of Parkinson’s is
unknown, we only treat the symptoms. Between 2-5 years, 30-50% of patients on levadopa get adverse side effects, such as writhing
or if on high dosage get paranoid schizophrenia. After 4-6 years the good effects wear off.
John Pepper had PD and found exercise
helps a lot. Very gradually increasing the
amount walked, first with warm-up exercises.
He taught his method to hundreds of others. He
consciously walks. He still maintained the PD
symptoms, particularly if he could not walk for
several days due to other illness or injury.
Some on his method even walk marathons. He
found tremors could be avoided by consciously focusing on his movements, in as finely a
way as possible, noting the tiniest of moves.
He helped a woman with PD and who had
much tremor when holding a glass of water to
her lips. He had her do it another way, bypassing the unconscious or automatic way. We first
learn by consciously going over each step of a
process, then over time it becomes automatic
and we do not have to think about it consciously. For chronic pain, the conscious needs
to be more involved.
PD sufferers have difficulty initiating movement, as walking across a room only to get
stopped by a change in pattern on the floor,
unless someone nudges them. As shown in the
movie Awakenings and showed inert people
would react quickly to catch a ball thrown to
them In real life, a former soccer player who
sat immobile all day, when thrown a ball suddenly reacted to it, leaped to his feet and dribbled it. Another PD man was immobilized for
a long time, but leaped from his wheelchair
and saved a drowning man. Something needs
to spark action.
Music may be enough to stimulate movement. John Pepper has found that conscious
thought means he does not have to have outside influence to initiate movement. Most
patients just passively follow doctor orders
and take a pill, or wait for drug research. “Perhaps the worst thing a patient can do, on getting the diagnosis, is to decrease activity.”
Drugs may still be used, but the idea is to wean
off of them slowly. One PD man got his exercise in by biking (not a stationary bike), riding
miles each day. Though when he gets off he
freezes motion. Evidently the turning tires are
enough to keep him going.
The brain uses more energy than other parts
of the body, only weighs two pounds yet consumes 20% of body energy. In a stroke, the
body goes into shock. Some brain cells die and
they leak out chemicals hurting other cells.
Even more energy is required for the brain
under trauma. It was found that lack of certain
bodily movement, as an arm would bring on
paralysis in 6 weeks. The affected limb was
hardly used, so the circuitry began to be
rewired for other functions. The patient
learned that the limb was bad, so quit trying to
use it, and relied only on the good one.
To counter this, Edward Taub would restrain
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the good limb, even putting it in a cast, so the
patient was forced to use the bad one. This
method even works years after a stroke. Called
Constraint-Induced Therapy. Even aiding those
losing use of both arms, or both legs. Adjacent
nerve cells take over for the injured ones.
People need dopamine to feel like they need
to move. It is a reward for doing good, so a person is motivated to do more, an energy boost.
Before a person makes a movement, the brain
assesses the reward compared to the amount of
effort. When dopamine is low, the benefit
seems too low for action.
James Parkinson first described PD and
noticed there are symptoms besides that of
going slow or even stopping, when patients did
move with urgency, as a hurried stepping.
Along with hurried thoughts as if impatient,
pressed for time.
Alzheimer’s disease
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s have similarities. In 2013 walking was found to reduce the
risk of dementia by 60%, which would be
astounding for any drug. This Wales study had
lasted 30 years with 2,235 men with starting age
of 45-59. They achieved the 60% if they did vigorous exercise each day, walking 2 miles or biking 10 miles. Had a healthy diet (3-4 servings of
fruits and vegetables per day). Maintained normal weight. Had low alcohol intake and no
smoking. Each factor aids cellular health.
This study drew little attention since most
sought a drug cure and many thought the cure
was in the genes (and a little is). Also, higher
education helps deter Alzheimer’s, and toxins
in the environment contribute to it. Those with
genetic risk factors for it do not always get the
disease. A 2010 review at Mayo Clinic pointed
out exercise, mostly aerobic, preserved brain
function, at 2.5 hours each week.
[The book Back Sense is by 3 doctors who
did X-rays of normal people without back or
neck pain. Finding they had kinks, subluxations
and so on, but without pain. So much pain
seems to be mental. In the book Move Your
DNA we are told to think of our cells each as a
cube. Under ordinary use in work and play, they
are stretched in one or two ways. To heal, they
need to be stretched in the other ways, too.]
Some seeds can go dormant for long periods
when under stress. Some animals switch to periods of dormancy (suspended animation) and
active mode when under stress. Humans that
have shut down can also be revived. Even if brain
nerves go silent, they still do fire sometimes, like
standby mode of electronics. When nerves are out
of sync, firing randomly, they cause a noisy
brain. Seen in children with learning deficiencies
and aged adults not firing sharply together.
Some nerve cells away from the affected
area in the brain become dormant and out of
use. Neurofeedback aids recovery of these
cells. A noisy brain has difficulty remembering
skills it once had, and developing new ones,
because fine distinctions are not made.
A monkey was stimulated by a tiny electrode
in one exact spot in its brain and showed different responses on separate occasions. So that
area rewired between stimulations, and the
brain map can change. If one nerve path is
injured, an alternate path might work.
Scientists do not know where memory or
functions are stored in the brain, whether in the
cells, connections between cells or throughout
the brain. Like a concert, the show can go on
without one musician, if all those present play
from the same music score. “I have seen patients with depression, bipolar disorder and attention deficit disorder make major progress by
eliminating toxins and certain foods such as
sugar and grain they were sensitive to.” Much
restoration is from the glial cells which normally protect the other brain cells as a defense system, since there is no lymphatic system.
Neurons can recover by using stimulation as
light, sound, electricity, vibration, movement
and thought. So an external source can quell the
internal noisy brain to normalize. While we
walk, certain muscles are turned off, while others go on. Brains work similarly, so when a portion is stimulated it begins to get more blood,
helping to alleviate chronic pain. Nerve modulation helps, too.
Relaxation of neurons aids sleep which is
dearly needed by dysfunctional brains having
difficulty falling asleep. So glial cells have time

to rid the brain of wastes and toxins. Each brain
and injury is unique, not quite like any other.
Brain cells are at times as much as 10 times
more active when asleep than awake! So when
we are asleep resting, our brains can be even
more active than awake.
Sunlight for healing
Half of newborns have jaundice, which can
be treated by allowing sunlight to fall on their
skins. A nurse told doctors this, but they did not
believe her. Until a vial of a jaundice baby’s
blood was accidentally exposed to sunlight for
a few hours and tested normal. This was further
tested and verified. Even ancient doctors knew
about light therapy. Artificial modern lighting
makes the matter worse. Florence Nightingale
promoted getting as much sun as possible.
Others noted sunlight can cure depression, with
its full spectrum of visible light, and some
unseen. Penetrating the skin and other parts
indirectly. Patents recovering from surgery do
so faster in sunlit rooms.
There are other light sensitive nerve cells
besides rods and cones in the eye. That control
biological functions as timekeeping for the daily
arousal and sleep cycle, and aiding in adjusting
hormones. Different colors or wave lengths of
light can turn on or off processes in our bodies.
Fred Kahn was a successful surgeon who
gave up surgery to study light effects, using
lasers to stimulate healing of cells. Though they
can cut flesh or burn, controlled properly they
can produce little or no heat and make sick cells
energized and heal themselves.
Light that we cannot perceive, at too high or
low on the spectrum may still affect us. Lasers
have healed herniated discs, immune systems
and fibromyalgia. Injured knees and hip joint
surgery have been avoided by using laser light.
Cells go to a higher energy state, activating
them. Laser acupuncture uses the same points
as traditional acupunture.
In chronic inflammation, the body’s own immune system continues to work when it should
be off, attacking the body’s other cells, as rheumatoid arthritis. Red or infra-red lasers aid sick
cells to heal, since they are more sensitive to
that light than normal cells. Often to heal, new
cells must be formed. Human cells in a petri
dish will begin to grow when stimulated by
light. Laser light can stimulate production of
body nerve transmitters as serotonin for depression, endorphin to lower pain, and acetylcholine for learning.
Some of Kahn’s devices cost tens of thousands of dollars and work with a computer.
Good results depend on varying amounts of
light and location for each individual. He cured
his actinic keratosis from too much sunlight as
a boy going bare-chested, by using low-intensity laser light, instead of using a hot laser to burn
or cut it off as normal procedure. Some basal
cell cancers can be healed with low-intensity
laser light. Shining light high up on the neck for
the brain stem underneath, can aid healing.
Increasing blood flow.
Laser light treatment has cured people of
being blind or deaf from former diseases they
had. Sunlight is used to produce vitamin D in
skin which aids in some cancers. Our world has
been closing out sunlight, with enclosed indoor
spaces in schools and businesses to reduce costs
of heating and cooling. Around 1900 the use of
coal darkened the sky so many were depressed
and contagions that like the dark multiplied. TB
infections lessened with laws against coal pollution. Boston passed a blue sky law, and TB
patients were sent on floating hospital boats so
patients could receive more sunlight.
Moshe Feldenkrais
He had an injured knee with severely torn
cartilage, and ligaments completely destroyed
for several months. He asked the surgeon who
wanted to do surgery of the chance it would
succeed. About half, and if successful the knee
would always be stiff. He declined. One day he
was hopping on his good leg but slipped on an
oily patch hurting his good leg. After struggling
home he fell into a deep sleep and upon wakening found he could stand on the leg with the
injured knee. Evidently the brain was protecting the newly injured leg. In acute trauma if one
side of the brain is inhibited, the other side
tends to take over.
“No part of the body can be moved without
all the others being affected.” The brain is not

Jan_Aaron_Young@q.com

separate from the body but part of it. He found
that “the mind programs functioning of the
brain.” He consciously studied all parts of leg
movement in minute detail which helped restore
its use. “The brain cannot think without motor
function.” Just thinking about relevant muscles
can improve their state. People tend to think if
we have a pure thought, the body does nothing
in relation to that, but it does, so every thought
leads to muscle changes. We have motor movement, thought, sensation and feeling. And none
occur without the other three. “Awareness of
movement is the key to improving movement.”
We need to differentiate movement, noting
the finest of changes. Which is easiest when the
stimulus is the smallest. Making tiny movements increases our sensitivity. He would have
his patients lie on their back and tilt their head
ever so slightly in various directions 20 times,
a hundredth of an inch with as little effort as
possible. Movement problems tend to originate
in the brain maps where the particular part of
the body is not properly represented. When a
monkey’s two adjacent fingers were sown
together, the brain map for each fused together.
Similarly if a musician practices moving two
fingers together enough, he then has trouble
moving them separately.
If we develop neck pain from typing, we
likely have conditioned typing with the wrong
shoulder movement, as elevating it. By slowly
recognizing the separate movements of each
we can reverse the process. If we strain to perform a movement it will likely be learned the
wrong way. So the motto here is no strain, no
pain. Movement should be done effortlessly.
[Athletes in the zone play seemingly without
much effort, using only the necessary muscles
and not others that might restrain them.]
He told patients to lie down on mats which
causes major muscles to relax. Had them pay
attention to parts of their body in contact with
the mat. And watch how they breathe. Most tend
to hold their breath before exertion. He told
them to roll their heads slowly and notice
changes throughout the body. Then to just imagine rolling their heads. This ‘work’ was conducted on one side of the body first, and when they
switched to the other side, it was more improved
already. Think of learning, not fixing error or
judging. Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion at
71 suffered from back pain, but through
Feldenkrais’ methods was able to stand on his
head and his photo made national headlines. His
methods have helped severe brain conditions,
even when parts of the brain are missing.
A woman in her 60s had a stroke in the left
side of her brain. While her speech improved,
she could not read. He had her lie down, while
he touched various parts of her right side, saying
this is your right ear, and so on. Never saying the
left or touching the left side. When this was
repeated in a later session on her stomach, she
got confused since she was noting how the room
looked when she was on her back. She had to
relearn, as children first learn the differences.
To read text, he did not tell her to read which
might stress her out. He told to her to look at a
page, then close her eyes and say any words
that came to mind. He found she told only ones
on her left side and near the bottom of the page.
So she was able to see somewhat. He helped
her practice reading by noting any body
changes she made, so they acted together as a
unit. He said the words out loud until she was
able to read more, slowly without straining.
A normal baby learns first by putting the
entire fist in the mouth, and with practice puts
several fingers, then finally just one. So the brain
map develops with separate finger locations.
A baby girl 13 months old with much of her
brain missing at birth was unable to creep,
which precedes crawling. Those working to
improve this would try to make her crawl
which made her cry because it hurt. Feldenkrais
got her to do so by pulling her gently, while a
helper moved her pelvis in the right direction
ever so slightly. She joyed in this. This was
repeated, and the girl went from being rigid or
spasms, to creeping. She is in her 30s now and
no one would know she started with this trouble, and she has two graduate degrees.
Other children who had trouble reading were
aided by treating other parts of the body which
do not seem to have anything to do with reading. Children with crossed eyes may have surgery to correct the condition, but their eyes will
not work as properly as they should.
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Blind men learn to see
David Webber when age 43 became blind
from uveitis, an autoimmune disease. His own
antibodies attacked his eyes. Both his lenses
were removed and he was forced to use glasses
instead. Eventually with more operations, one
eye shrunk, and the other could just see blurs.
And eye pain was constant. His doctor suggested using the William Bates’ method of seeing
without eyeglasses.
It was thought since the late 1800s that only
the lens of the eye changing shape allowed
vision, but Bates noted that some people without lenses (removed due to cataracts) using
fixed lenses of glasses could see. A serious flaw
for a theory claiming a lens must change shape
in order to see. Bates found that animal eyes
changed the lens shape, but also the entire eye
changed shape. By six external muscles, which
had been thought to only be used to track
objects. When the animal muscles were cut
they were not able to change focus.
In 1864 Franciscus Donders noted that nearsighted people’s eyes were shaped too long so
could only see close objects well. Their eyes are
too highly stressed. Eyes move in two different
ways, a large movement. And a very small one
in constant motion, too fast to observe without
the right equipment. Evidently these tiny
motions are used to take snapshots from very
slightly different angles. Eyeglasses are a quick
fix, but do not cure the underlying problem. And
severe myopia can lead to worse problems.
A man with myopia was hypnotized and led
to progress backwards to childhood when he
could see clearly, and he did. So the problem
certainly involves mental effort. The subject
was told to retain the eye cure when he came
out of the trance, and did. The hypnotist recognized the Bates method must work and trained
himself accordingly and cured himself.
Meir Schneider was born blind to deaf parents
and had many eye surgeries. Using the Bates
method he went from 1% normal vision to 70%.
Here are some eye exercises: 1. Lie on your
back with knees up and hands on belly to relax,
while meditating on the color blue-black. 2.
Putting the palms of the hands over the eyes
helps to relax them. Move the eyes up, down,
sideways and diagonally. 3. Blink often. 4. Sun
your closed eyes, letting the warmth and light
penetrate the eyes for 10-20 minutes each day.
[No sunlight? Even incandescent light may help
some.] Webber continued to focus on all parts of
his body since seeing is more than just the eyes,
to relax all parts, breathing gently. He gained his
eyesight and teaches others the methods.
5. With covered eyes notice dark spots and
concentrate on the biggest one. Imagine it growing to fill the entire sight. [Contrast of light and
dark helps.] 6. Slowly turn just your eyes (not
the head) to the right, and imagine looking at
your right ear. Return to the front and repeat
with the left side. Some people feel confused
about what actually is in front, being off a bit to
the right or left. Clear vision means knowing the
front exactly when both eyes are both in front.
Just imagining practicing an athletic action
or musical movement can increase skill at it [as
mental practice making foul shots in basketball]. While the nervous and immune systems
seem to be separate systems, they actually act
much together.
The PoNS system uses electrodes to stimulate the tongue. Babies learn by sticking objects
on their tongues. There are 48 different kinds of
sensory receptors on the tongue. The eyes are
just a data port to the brain, and optic nerves
connect directly to the brain. By using the PoNS
tongue stimulator, a blind man was able to see.
The brain must have constant communication from muscles and limbs to know their locations and adjust their movements.
Autism rates have skyrocketed. Babies are
exposed to 200 major toxic chemicals in the
umbilical cord blood, some banned 30 years
ago. Many autistic children were found to be
attacked in the womb by the mother’s immune
system, 23% according to one study, while 1%
is ‘normal’ In some cases, autism is caused by
gluten [most people have no problem with it].
Many Attention Deficit Disorder patients
have been helped with sound therapy, to get off
drugs as Ritalin.
Barry Sterman tested cats with an EEG and
found they can control their own brains. He
used this method also with NASA to prevent
astronauts from epilepsy. Which is when the
brain fires too much. Getting epilepsy from
exposure to rocket fuel.
The documentary film of this book is to be
available in 2016. Some related videos are
available on YouTube already.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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What’s on your checklist for an
ideal Feast of Tabernacles?
on
Comm

Come Celebrate the Feast of
Tabernacles in Ft. Walton Beach
with Common Faith Network
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At CFN, we make it a priority to provide
an environment for brethren to
fellowship across church boundaries
by teaching sound doctrine that is
common to our faith. Make plans
today to join us to celebrate the Feast
of Tabernacles in 2016 in beautiful Ft.
Walton Beach, Florida.

Register by June 25th and pay for your housing
through Common Faith Network to save 11% in
Florida taxes.
Call or go online at http://goo.gl/forms/NG4FUi1c4N
today to make reservations.
Find us at www.commonfaithnetwork.org or call
(513) 755-0040 to find more information. Updates are
being added weekly.

WWW.COMMONFAITHNETWORK.COM
Florida Feast—The Christian
Church of God is planning
to host the Feast of
Tabernacles 2016 in
Lantana, Fla. For
information, please
contact Neville Gilbert at
jancgil@aol.com or call
(561) 547-4952.
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A Day to Remember:

Remember the Sabbath Day, to Keep It Holy
Following a public campaign in 1999 promoting the Sabbath, Julian Cruz (pastor of the San
Antonio Church of God) and I visited a young
lady who grew up in the
Seventh-day Adventist
Church. She asked the
question: If we are supposed to keep the
Sabbath, why do we not
have to keep it exactly like
the Israelites were commanded?
Our answer was typical
of the patented scripted
answers. It was not good
enough. She was sinDr. Alfred Harrell
cerely disappointed,
because she was hoping for a better answer.
That was the moment I realized we were lacking
in the complete understanding of the Fourth
Commandment!
After publicly proclaiming the Ten Commandments (with emphasis on the Fourth) in 23
states across the country, I needed time to
digest the problem of Sabbath observance in the
New Testament. I began that journey in 1997.
Nineteen years later the answer is ready to be
proclaimed.
The seventh-day rest that was instituted in
Genesis and was included in the Ten Commandments in Exodus is one of the easiest
commandments to prove. The bigger issues are:
How are we supposed to observe the
seventh day?

Does it make any difference to God on
which day we choose to rest?
What is the New Testament spiritual meaning of the seventh day?
Does it play a role in our salvation?
What understanding is Satan concealing
about the Fourth Commandment?
What if there was vital information that we
have missed in the past?
What if you could take what you know and
vastly increase your understanding?
What if this additional understanding
could awaken a zeal for proclaiming that
information?
There are individuals scattered throughout
this country and around the world waiting and
hoping for something to happen that would
awaken Sabbath keepers. This information about
the seventh day could very well be that catalyst!
Those who truly yearn and pray for God’s
Kingdom to come to this earth cannot truly find
peace until they are activity involved in helping
this even to come to pass!
This meeting is strictly for the purpose of
sharing information with those who care.

— A TIME FOR ANSWERS —
Speaker: Dr. Alfred Harrell
Location, date and time to be announced.
See the next issue of The Journal.
More information: Call 501-259-9610
Email: atimeforanswers@gmail.com
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More obituaries
Continued from page 5
John Martin Kineston, 75, met his Maker
on March 26, 2016, at Crawford County
Care Center in Saegertown, Pa. ¶ He
was born Oct. 13, 1940, son of the late
Thomas Higham and M. Irene Martin
Kineston. ¶ He graduated in the class of
1958 from Meadville High School and
then from Slippery Rock State College
with a degree in education to teach geography and social studies. He also attended Youngstown State University and
Ambassador College in Pasadena, Calif.
¶ While still in Crawford County, he
showed Brown Swiss cattle at the Crawford County Fair and was 4-H star of the
year. ¶ John taught at Grove City High
School, then in the Kansas City School
District and in Whiting, Kan. ¶ He was
married for 11 years to Virginia Green.
They divorced. ¶ In California for 25
years, John got a public-relations job at
Ambassador College and was responsible for picking up important people at the
airport and driving them around. One of
the first major people was Princess
Rosetti from Romania. He got to know
Felix VonHabsberg, second in line to the
throne of Austria. His favorite time on that
job was touring King Leopold of Belgium,
his wife and two daughters around the
western half of the United States incognito. He eventually caught the attention of
Herbert W. Armstrong of the Worldwide
Church of God and was his assistant for
several years. Then he became assistant
to lawyer and accountant Stanley Rader.
He traveled the world setting up conferences and working with government
leaders. ¶ Upon his father’s illness, John
moved back to Meadville in 1986 and
worked for Weldon’s Men’s Store in the
Downtown Mall and then for Saks Fifth
Avenue in the Outlet Mall at Grove City
and then at the American Cap Co. in
Wheatland, Pa., all as sales representative. ¶ A consummate athlete, he played
catcher in baseball in the youth leagues
through high school and knew every professional baseball statistic for every year.
He lifted weights and ran marathons later
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in life, but the thing he most enjoyed was
driving to Erie nearly every day to ride his
bicycle around Lake Erie Peninsula to
watch the sunset. ¶ He also loved to write
and won a national contest for his poem
“What Do You Do for Sex?” John cowrote
the book *Against the
Gates of Hell* with Stanley Rader, about church
vs. state. He also wrote
several books that he
never published. ¶ The
last few years he enjoyed drawing thousands of cartoons and
caricatures for friends John Kineston
and family and putting
them together in stories he gave for gifts.
¶ Preceding him in death are his parents
and grandparents. Survivors include his
sister, Lois (Chris) Holabaugh; a nephew,
Dan (Marcy) Holabaugh; a niece Lee
(Brett) Hamilton; a great-niece, Lily Hamilton; and a great-nephew, Cole Hamilton.
Also surviving are what he considered
his other family, Niki Rader and her children, Carol, Janis, Steve and their families. Stanley Rader, whom he worked for,
is deceased. ¶ The funeral service was at
Ryan M. Warren Funeral Home in Meadville
with Pastor Doug Johnson of the Church
of God a Worldwide Association officiating. ¶ Memorials may be sent to the Ernst
Trail at Dick Eglinton or Marcy Finton c/o
FCRT, P.O. Box 592, Meadville, PA
16335, or to Southern Care Hospice,
1245 Park Ave., Meadville, PA 16335. ¶
Special thanks to Erin Huber, Mike
Kineston, Linda Smith and everyone at
Crawford County Care Center, who
cared so much, and to Southern Care
Hospice, which made his last days worth
living. Thanks also to Lindsey, Heather
and Tina and to all the people at Red
Lobster in Meadville who loved listening
to his stories and visited the nursing home
and for taking him his birthday dinner. ¶
Please take a moment to share a memory or condolence with the family on
John’s “Book of Memories” online at
warrenfh.com.

Issue No. 183 (April 30, 2016)

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“The Troubling Future”

T

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
he Republican Convention–Bill
O’Reilly—Fox News, “If Trump
does not become the nominee—ALL
HELL WILL BREAK LOOSE!” Though
Donald Trump is now the presumptive nominee for the Republican Party, he is
still opposed by the “Never Trump” opposition
within the Republican Party. Indications are
they may even begin a third party in opposition before or during the RNC that is scheduled for July 18-21, 2016, in Cleveland, Ohio.
A Remarkable Man—Donald Trump has
been described as a ‘phenomenon’! He has broken the rules of modern politics, bashed
revered leaders in his own party, made promises that go against all their ideologies and
rejected political correctness, while troubling
national leaders. Some express fear of his
beginning a nuclear war!
Triumphed—During the eleven months
of debates against 17 rivals, he has triumphed
over all of them. He has turned the
Republican Party upside down and it will
never be the same. He has spent little money
in his campaign while his rivals have spent
many millions of dollars trying to destroy his
candidacy but have utterly failed! His success
has been no less than phenomenal!
God Is Using Donald Trump—Scripture
reveals God rules in the nations and kingdoms of men (cf. Daniel 4:25, 32), therefore He
makes the choice of leadership to fill the high
offices. Believing God, could there be any
doubt but that God has raised up and is now
using this man to make possible His choice of
the president who will bring America to her
knees (Daniel 4:17)?
The Supporters of Donald Trump—
Would Donald Trump’s followers begin to riot
if he is replaced by one of the establishment
at the RNC, and then refused the vote?
Seeing the high state of feverish agitation
against the placid republican establishment,
this could very well happen. This could also
enable Hillary Clinton to be a shoo-in as the
new president.
Violent Riots Following Trump—What is
now being seen via the News Media is a very
strong indicator of what can be expected

whether Trump continues to be the nominee or
not. Undoubtedly there will be many thousands
of rioters present at the RNC, and they will do
their utmost to disrupt the planned convention, as many have already been doing thus far.
Marital Law—What if the riots break
out in all of the states? If so, President Obama
will possibly feel compelled to declare martial
law. Freedom would
then be restrained
all over and could
abort plans for traveling to the Feast of
Tabernacles. Do not
rule out anything!
Possible Considerations—What if
Donald Trump continues to be the nominee at the RNC,
wins the general
election, and becomes the next
president? Threats
have been made to
assassinate him. One
can only imagine
what this might do
to this country?
President Obama—Continues to
say Donald Trump
will not become the
new president! Does
he know this from the unseen spirit world, or
does he believe there will be sufficient voters
to stop him in the general election? One can
only speculate.
The Curse of God—God is very angry
with America (cf. Ezekiel 6:11)! And, to make
way for His anger to begin coming down
much harder in devastating ways upon this
country (cf. Deuteronomy 28:36), God will allow
the people to choose the one to begin the
destructive process in the general election
November 8, 2016.
Hillary Clinton—There are those who
believe if she is elected as president terrible
troubling times will follow, bringing doom to
this nation (cf. Matthew 24:21)! To speed the
process, she has promised to fill half of her

cabinet with women (cf. Isaiah 3:12), and bring
her husband out of retirement. People are
sleeping (cf. I Thessalonians 5:4-6)! Are you?
The World Is on Fire—As reportedly
said by former house speaker John
Boehner. Viewing this nation and the
world realistically as it now is, one
would have to agree with him! Unless
the FIRE is put out it
BURNS until there is
nothing left to burn, as
it did with Sodom and
Gomorrah. And this is
where this world is
headed (cf. II Peter 3:10-13).
The Ongoing Warning—Because of God’s
caring love, He is continuing to use the warning voice and writings of
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong via our 14 websites—placing the TRUTH
before the churches and Israel with
hope of change (cf. Revelation 3:20).
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—
Study your Bible together with the last
book Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong wrote:
the unedited MYSTERY OF THE AGES,
ISBN 0-396-08773-6, and believe it. This
could save your life from the worsening
troublesome times before us. Remember—Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus
Christ used to teach all of us His truth
(II Timothy 3:13-14).
The Philadelphia Era of God’s Church
—Scripture reveals it will only be God’s chosen little flock (Luke 12:32), the remnant of the
Philadelphia Era of God’s Church, that will
escape the coming terrible times due to their
faithfulness and endurance (Revelation 3:7-13).
Think about it.
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The House of God
Will be holding a special event
Open to the public this coming
Saturday, May the 21st
Join us at
The Hampton Inn St. Louis / Westport
The Spirit of St. Louis Meeting Room
Located at
2454 Old Dorsett Road
Maryland Heights, Missouri
Time 11:00 am to 1:00 pm
If you have any questions, please
Contact Tom Younger at
314-423-3837
Or Ron Harmon at
254-493-4322
or go to www.hgwaco.com
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A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call

Dedicated to publishing the truth of what the Scriptures say about the True Christian Way

Come “Celebrate” the 2016 Feast of Tabernacles
at The Navy Lake Site Recreation Facility
in beautiful Historic Cartersville, Georgia
This will be a unique gathering of God’s children, from different ministries, in the power of the Holy
Spirit, honoring and worshipping and giving thanks to our Heavenly Father for the promise He
gave us in His Son, Jesus the Christ, of eternal life, and to reign with Him, John 3:16-17.
Many brethren in the Atlanta, Georgia, area have expressed an
interest in having a Feast of Tabernacles to accommodate
brethren and their families who may wish to attend a local site.
We also welcome brethren who don’t get an opportunity to serve
at the larger feasts. Come share with us, and make this Feast in
Cartersville a blessing.
This celebration offers the best in:
Joyous Worship Music praising God for salvation IN JESUS CHRIST!
Sermon messages focused upon our Lord’s 1,000 reign on this
earth.
Church cookouts centered around the family and children
Evening Praise services, including Bible Study and Prayer.
Entertainment and games for the children.

If you are interested, join us this year and truly celebrate the Feast of our Great God. We do not
assemble simply to celebrate Feast days, but to celebrate and worship the MIGHTY ONES
who created these awesome festivals of our salvation. For more information please contact:

Lemie McGarity / Biblical Research Association / Phone: 1-770-894-9829
Email: lemiemcgarity.cgc7thday@gmail.com
To book your travel and hotel accommodations please contact:

Ms. Vonciel Paul / Independent Travel Agent & Training Consultant
Cell Phone: 404-671-0481 / Email: voncielpaul.inteletravel.com

916-233-0562
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Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers
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Trees, Vines and Fruit
Have you ever considered how many times the words ‘tree’ and
‘vine’ are mentioned in the Bible? In the New Testament, ‘tree(s)’
is mentioned over 60 times. Mention is not a type, like oak or
maple, but a reference to the Kingdom of God, in an analogy of
godly growth, as a reward, or a warning.
In Luke 13:6-9 Jesus gave a parable about a fig tree. He told about
a ‘man’ who had a fig tree planted in his ‘vineyard.’ For three years
the vineyard owner had come looking for fruit from the tree, but
found none. Finally he asked the ‘dresser’ of his vineyard why the
fruitless tree was allowed to encumber the ground?
The dresser suggested that if more time was given he would fertilize and cultivate around the tree. If no fruit was produced after
that, the owner could cut down the tree to make room for one that
would produce.
The fig tree parable is not readily understood by many people.
Several religious groups think once an individual is ‘saved’ they
always are saved. The parable does not support that idea. In fact,
the idea is in direct opposition to what Jesus said: Be planted, produce no fruit, you die.
Individuals selected to be ‘called’ and added to God’s vineyard do not
have unlimited time to begin producing fruit. No one has ‘got it made.’
This can not be emphasized enough. After three years the owner of
the vineyard began questioning the worthiness of the tree. No tree is
assured a continuous place in the vineyard when they have no value.
Fruit production equates to profit for the owner at harvest time.

amount of usury (bank interest).
John the Baptist was preaching and baptizing in the wilderness of
Judaea (Matthew 3:1-8). Jesus was there and observed Pharisees
and Sadducees coming to John’s baptism confessing their sins.
Jesus said to them: “O generation of vipers, who has warned you
to flee from the wrath to come? Bring forth fruit meet (befitting,
worthy; deserving; suitable) for repentance.”
The message in Christ’s statement is this. An individual who has a
real change of heart, real repentance, has taken only a first step.
They must move on and begin to grow and produce fruit. Ephesians
5:9-11 says fruit that is acceptable is a result of the Spirit—goodness, and righteousness, and truth. An individual is to reprove ideas
and not have fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness.
Galatians 5:22 says fruit involves love, joy, peace, long suffering,
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness and temperance. These
prove what fruit is acceptable to The Lord.
All who are ‘planted’ in God’s vineyard must produce good fruit.
Jesus summed it up by saying: “Every good tree brings forth good
fruit. But a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot
bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good
fruit. Every tree that brings not forth good fruit is hewn down and
cast into The Fire” (Matthew 7:17-19).
To continue as a tree in God’s earthly garden is as simple, and
frightening, as that!

Revelation 14:13-16 speaks about that harvest time. “I heard a
voice from heaven,” wrote the apostle John, “blessed are the dead
which die in The Lord that they may rest from their labors. Their
works do follow them.

The First Psalm of David tells that water is required for fruit production. “Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the
ungodly, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the
scornful. That man shall be like a tree planted by a river of water
which brings forth fruit in his season.

“And I looked and saw a white cloud. Upon the cloud sat one like
the Son of Man having on his head a golden crown and in his hand
a sharp sickle. An angel came out of The Temple crying with a loud
voice to him that sat on the cloud: ‘Thrust in your sickle and reap. The
time has come for you to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.’”

The truth about water being a necessity for survival is very obvious
in drier areas of the earth. There can be a dry riverbed or wash, which
are common in arid areas, yet most of these dry-as-a-bone areas will
have trees and other vegetation growing along their banks.

Following that harvest, another angel with a sickle reaps. But that
angel reaps something different, and this event will be mentioned later.
There is the Parable of the Talents, another situational story given by
Jesus. It is recorded in Matthew 25:14-27. The talents parable clearly shows God expects to collect a profit due to efforts of His servants.

How can that be so without water?
It can be so because while they are sun-baked and dry on the surface, there is water. It is percolating underground through the gravels and dirt. The trees survive and produce fruit (seed) because they
are rooted in, and drinking of, water that gives life.

The parable compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a man who goes
on a far trip. Prior to departure, the man delivers to his servants
his ‘goods.’ A long time passes before the lord returns to reckon
with each of them.

God’s Spirit is likened to water. People also should be anchored
into, and drinking of, the truth God’s Spirit provides (John 16:13).
Jesus told the Samaritan woman at the well that whosoever drank
of the water he could give would never thirst again. His ‘water’
sprang up into everlasting life (John 4:14).

One servant had received five talents. He produced an additional
five and presented 10 back to his lord. Another servant was given
two talents. He also doubled what he had been given. The lord
commends these servants for their positive activities.

Jesus told Nicodemus (original words translation): Truly I say to
you, unless a person receives birth from water and Spirit he is not
able to enter into the Kingdom of God (John 3:5).

But a third servant had received only one talent and buried it in the
earth out of fear of his lord. Therefore, this servant returned only
that which he had been given.
The lord was not impressed. He considered that servant wicked
and slothful. No increase had been produced, not even a small

On the last day, that great day of the Feast, Jesus stood and cried:
“If any man thirst, let him come to me, and drink. He that believes
on me, as the scripture says, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” (Jesus spoke of the Spirit which they who believe on
him should receive) (John 7:37-39).
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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A Messiah was prophesied to come for one week to confirm a
covenant with many. In the midst of his week he would be ‘cut off’
and cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease (Daniel 9:27).
Jesus was that Messiah, the Christ. Biblical history tells that the first
half of the 7-day week prophecy was completed when Jesus was crucified. (The above Daniel scripture compares a day to being a year.)
Jesus began his ministry about age 30 (Luke 3:23) and was killed
31⁄ 2 years later. So, even the Son of God was given 31⁄ 2 years to
bear fruit doing the tasks his Father had assigned. In the future,
Jesus will return the second time. He will finish out the remainder
of his week setting up God’s millennial kingdom on earth.
Isaiah 2:2-3—It shall come to pass in the last days the mountain
of The Lord’s House shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall
flow unto it. And many people shall say: “Come, and let us go up
to the mountain of The Lord, to the House of the God of Jacob, and
he will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in His paths.”
Isaiah 4:2—In that day, shall the ‘branch’ (Strong’s Concordance
OT#6780 = sprout) of The Lord be beautiful and glorious, and the
fruit of the earth (resurrected worshipers of God) shall be excellent
and comely for them of Israel who have escaped. Jesus was that
‘branch’ an off-shoot attached to the Father God, as were the disciples ‘branches’ attached to Jesus.
Jesus said he was the true ‘vine,’ his Father the husbandman.
“Every branch in me that bears not fruit,” he told the disciples, “my
Father takes away. Every branch that does bear fruit, He purges it
so it may bring forth more.
“As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, except it abide in the
vine, no more can you bear good fruit except you abide in me. If a
man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a (cut off) branch, withers,
is gathered, and cast into The Fire and burned” (John 15:1-8).
Many people make a serious mistake thinking ‘vine pruning’
begins only after Jesus comes the second time. As owner of the
vineyard, pruning is God’s operation and that pruning is on-going
now. It is God’s responsibility, and the one who destroys fruitless
trees because judgment is now upon His ‘family’ (1 Peter 4:17).
Re-read the Parable of Talents. The lord of the servants returned
and the servant who buried his single talent had it taken from him
and given to the servant who had ten. The message: Every servant
who uses their talents shall receive more. From him that does not
use, even what he has shall be taken away (Matthew 25:25-30).
Following the Talents Parable, Scripture pictures Jesus returned to
the earth. One of his activities will be sorting sheep from goats.
God has done His pruning, now Jesus makes further selections.
“When the Son of Man shall come in his glory, and all the holy
angels with him, then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory.
Before him shall be gathered all nations, and he shall separate
them one from another as a shepherd divides his sheep from the
goats (Matthew 25:31-33).
Another mistake people make is thinking ‘grace’ from God means
undeserved pardon. God does pardon individuals, but pardon is
given to those who deserve it. They have made a connection with

Jesus. They have repented of sin. They have become a new creature. God reconciles repented individuals to Himself through Jesus
(2 Corinthians 5:17-20).
No one receives ‘grace’ (Strong’s NT#5485 = graciousness; gracious
love; favor) from God by breaking His laws. Grace never is distributed
to accusers of God or gainsayers of His son. God does not look favorably upon those with evil thoughts, are murderers, adulators and fornicators with other gods, are thieves or bear false witness or blaspheme (Matthew 15:19) unless they first, and truly have, repented.
John 1:14 defines grace (original words translation)—The Word
became flesh and encamped among us. We closely saw his appearance as the only-born from the Father, covered over by gracious
love and truth. God gave His son favor.
Romans 6:1-2 defines grace (original words translation)—What
certainly shall we say: Remain in sin in order that gracious love
(favor) can increase? We have died to sin, yet shall we live by it?!
Jesus produced fruit acceptable to his Father. What kind of fruit
was it? The answer, in part, is found in the things Jesus said were
the will of his Father.
Jesus told people to follow his lead. Do what he did. “Not every one
that calls me ‘Lord, Lord’ shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, only
they who do the will of my Father which is in heaven (Matthew 7:21).
“I, The Lord, have called you in righteousness,” God told his son
prior to sending him to earth. “I will hold your hand, and will keep
you, and give you for a covenant for the people.” The will of the
Father was for His son to become a perfect offering for sin (Isaiah
53:12). He was to provide a way by which people could escape
permanent death (Matthew 18:11 / John 10:9-10). It was the will
of the Father for Jesus to die and shed his blood to confirm the
new covenant offered to humans (Revelation 13:8 / John 19:34).
At his last Passover before death, Jesus held out a cup to those
present saying the wine in it represented the blood he would shed
for many (Mark 14:24 / Luke 22:20).

The will of the Father was for Jesus to become a light to the
Gentiles (Isaiah 42:6). Jesus came first to his own ethnicity (Jews).
They rejected him, as a majority still do.
Jesus then moved on telling the disciples: “I must work the works
of Him that sent me while it is day. The night is coming when no
man can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world. They who follow me shall not walk in darkness, but shall
have the light of life” (John 8:12).
The disciples also became lights to the world. Jesus compared
them to lighted cities set on hills. He told them: “Let your lights
shine before men so they can see your good works and glorify your
Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:14, 16).
‘Light’ is the main subject of another parable given by Jesus, the
Parable of the 10 Virgins (Matthew 25:1-12). All 10 in the parable
were considered ‘virgins.’ However, when the Bridegroom returned
he did not know five whose lamps were dark for lack of oil.
Some people think those five foolish virgins without oil had lost
God’s Spirit. No oil, no Spirit. That is a logical assumption, but not
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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the answer. The wise told the foolish to go buy missing oil. Surely
the wise did not tell the foolish to go buy Spirit! (For the correct
answer, request the free booklet: Virgins of Light.)

The will of the Father was for Jesus to establish a church, the ekklesia (Strong’s NT#1577 = a community of believers) to carry on what
he had been doing and teaching. Jesus told Peter that once the
church became established, the gates of hell (grave) would not prevail against it (Matthew 16:18). So, if a church of former acquaintance was truly the Ekklesia of God, how is it the gates did prevail?
Things mentioned above are some fruits Jesus produced. They
resulted in God saying about Jesus: “This is My son, in whom I am
well pleased (Matthew 17:5).
It also is the will of the Father that all who come after His son
preach repentance and remission of sins among all nations, and to
do it in the name of Jesus (Luke 24:47). “Go into all the world and
preach the gospel. He that believes, and is baptized, shall be
saved. He that believes not shall be damned” (Mark 16:15-16).
Those who profess to be God’s people surely want to hear similar
praise for their ‘work’ like God gave to Jesus. However, if some individual is concerned they might not hear positive comment from
God, it is definitely time for them to examine themselves whether
they are in the Father. It is a personal thing—one on one with God.
“The words I speak to you,” said Jesus, “I speak not of myself, but
the Father that dwells in me. He does the works (John 14:10).
What should a person be looking for during self examination? 1
Corinthians 13:1-10 tells some (original word meanings)—Though
I am able to speak many languages, even that of angels, but have
not benevolent love, I have become a hollow, reverberating brass
vessel, or clanging cymbal.
Though I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries
and all knowledge, and though I have all moral conviction of religious faith and truthfulness of God, and rely upon Christ for salvation that I could remove mountains, if I have not love I am a nobody.
Though I bestow all my property to feed the poor and give my body
to be burned, and have not affection, it is of use to no one.
Love is useful for forbearing, is not envious, does not boast or is a
haughty blowhard.
Love does not behave indecently, does not seek things for itself, is
not provoked, does not devise worthlessness.
Love does not rejoice over injustice, but sympathizes in gladness
and the truth. Love covers over all things quietly.
Love believes all things, hopes all things in faith, perseveres all things.
Whether prophesies become abolished, if inspired languages cease, if
all knowledge is abolished, love never will become inefficient.
The individual that goes around examining other people avails
nothing but trouble. Jesus said to first get the beam out of one’s
own eye. Only then can they see clearly and be qualified to get
motes out of the eyes of others (Matthew 7:3-5).
The apostle Paul sent a letter of correction to the Roman Church.
“Why do you judge and set at naught your brother? All shall stand
before the judgment seat of Christ. Every knee shall bow. Every

tongue shall confess to God. Every one shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:10-12).
Paul also to the Corinthians. “Examine yourselves, whether you be
in the faith. Prove your own selves” (2 Corinthians 13:5). People
need to hold up in their mirror the list of spiritual attributes given
in Galatians 5:19-25. They indicate the kinds of fruits that should
be produced and glorify (Strong’s NT#1392 = honor; magnify) the
Father in Heaven (Matthew 5:16).
If you have read this far, it should be obvious to you there are good
trees and vines, and bad trees and vines. The ancient Israelites coming out of Egypt were an example of bad trees. They complained a
lot. They accused both Moses and God. They wouldn’t listen to rules.
They lied about stuff. They made and bowed to a calf-god at Sinai.
It is amazing, truly difficult to understand, how they could accuse God
of planning to kill them in the wilderness after being protected when
He passed through and destroyed the first born of the Egyptians and
drowned Pharaoh and his army in the Red Sea (Exodus 15:4-5).
Two more examples of bad trees are King Saul and King Solomon
of ancient Israel. While both started out well, and had been selected by God, over time they came to think of themselves as bigger
and better than they were. They got too big for their britches and
began disregarding what God said. They did it to themselves, even
after God had given both His Spirit. Their fruit became jealousy,
hatred and rebelliousness. And from both, the Spirit was retracted
(1 Samuel 16:14 / 1 Samuel 10:10 / 1 Samuel 15:23 / 1 Kings 3:3).
(For more on Solomon, request the free booklet: King Solomon, the
man who had everything.)
Mentioned earlier was Revelation 14:12-16 showing Jesus harvesting those who had kept, and were keeping, the commandments of his Father. This pictures God’s harvest of the firstfruits of
righteous from the earth (1 Corinthians 15:20-13).
But following God’s harvest, in verses 18-19, an angel comes from
before the Altar of God to summon another spiritual Being holding
another sickle. “Thrust in your sharp sickle and gather the ripe
grape clusters of the vine of the earth,” the angel commands.
The vine of the earth is not a reference to Jesus. This vine has been
producing sour grapes and rotten fruit of rebellion and sin. The
angel then thrusts his sickle into the earth, and gathers, and all is
cast into the great wine press of the wrath of God.
It will not be a pretty picture.
Matthew 19:16-19—One came to Jesus, saying: “Good master,
what good thing shall I do that I may have eternal life?” Jesus
replied: “Why do you call me good? No one but God is good. But,
if you will enter into life, keep the commandments.”
The Book of Revelation shows the result of good fruit production.
Revelation 2:7—To him that overcomes will I give to eat of the
Tree of Life in the midst of the Paradise of God.
Revelation 22:2, 14—In the middle of the street, and on either
side of the river, was the Tree of Life bearing 12 manner of fruits,
and which yields its fruit every month. Blessed are they that do His
commandments that they may have the right to the Tree of Life
and permission to enter through the gates into the City.
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oes human life have eternal purpose? Or is your existence unimportant, as if in a time capsule, a
mere fleeting moment in time? Why
human life? This is an age-old question—
truly the big question that has always challenged man and woman:
Why were you born?
Consequently, many
people progress through
life never seriously
addressing this question.
“Christians” have been
taught that their destiny
lies in heaven. Eastern
religions teach an assortment of reincarnation
ideas. And Jews theorize with considerable
uncertainty about paradise and the
possibility of life in a new age.
But it’s all rather vague. No one seems
certain about human destiny

secret—what the Bible calls “the Mystery of
God.” This mystery began at the
“foundation of the world” and has been
revealed but rarely understood by those of
God’s choosing (the “called, chosen and
faithful”) since Jesus’ time.
The called, chosen and faithful could include
you!
It’s time for everyone to dig into their
Bibles and begin to grasp the mystery of
God’s revelation—WHY He created
mankind. Coulter’s Why Were You Born?
dispels the numerous theories and myths
of science, philosophy and religion that
cloud understanding and will open your
eyes to the truth of God’s wonderful,
incredible and inspiring plan and purpose!
Are you ready for this vital knowledge—ready to see the mystery of the ages
revealed? Are you ready to truly know why
were you born?

Don’t forget to visit our websites:
Fred Coulter’s new book From a Speck of
www.cbcg.org / www.churchathome.org
Dust to a Son of God—Why Were You Born?
www.afaithfulversion.org
answers this intriguing question with
www.originalbiblerestored.com
authority. And it has nothing to do with
whywereyouborn.net
going to heaven. In fact, Coulter shows from
the Bible that God’s purpose for
mankind is far greater and more aweOrder your free copy!
some than even today’s “Christian”
Fill out the request form at whywereyouborn.net
(for anyone else) has ventured to
Or fill out this coupon and mail it to
imagine!
Christian Biblical Church of God
Post Office 1442 / Hollister, CA 95024-1442
As Fred Coulter shows, the
Name
knowledge of mankind’s ultimate
Street or PO Address
destiny has actually been a well-kept
City / State or Province / Postal Code
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The Idol of Religion
T

he WCG movement has long condemned strict interpretation of what one man wanted. Elijah. I might be wrong, but I have my doubts
the Roman Catholic Church for idol wor- Which became the mantra for all of the church, about this doctrine being correct. I sincerely
ship. The contention is the members under the gestapolike leader ship of Herr doubt that Elijah or John the Baptist had the
place Mary, the Cross, and the sacraments above Waterhouse. Who made it abundantly clear that same moral faults Mr. Armstrong carried. And I
if you wanted to maintain your chance to find it hard to accept that God would hang the
the worship of God.
And rightly so. I have pointed out before how become part of God’s family you better darn last preaching of His gospel totally on an indiI am acquainted with ‘good’ Catholics who very well learn to worship as der Führer commanded. vidual with so many documented moral lapses.
Notice I implied as HWA commanded. Not
As Moses pointed out to God, if God had
clearly state the Catholic Church position, that
the church comes before the Bible. Their how God commanded. Now, HWA said all the destroyed the nation of Israel and raised up a
rationale is the Catholic Church is the source of right words the last half of the church history. new nation from Moses, God’s enemies would
the canon and therefore has power over that He still told you to look in your Bible. He still have been able raise a grand complaint against
God. The same applies now. There are a great
canon. Not that long ago in this very paper were told you to follow God, not him.
But God help you if you didn’t see it as he did. many of God’s enemies who use HWA’s moral
debates on this issue.
lapses as ammunition against God’s work.
So we have established the Catholic Church Or as any one of the dozens of
I do feel HWA was used by God. I believe
worships not the real God but the hierarchy of ‘anointed’ ministers of the old
God used him to open a door of understanding
the church. And we know this clearly violates WCG did or now does.
The end result of not
for the ones God has selected to be part of the
the first and greatest commandment.
leadership in the Millennium. But those people
We know this is wrong. Can we see the mote agreeing with any
must continue on past the kindergarten God
in our brother’s eye with the beam in our own, of them is to be
disfellowshipped,
started them in.
though?
They must
Do we understand many of us are guilty of the condemned to a
learn to worsame thing? Do we place our religion above God? dismal existence
until death in the
ship God, not a
“How so?” you may ask.
religion or
When your position becomes one of follow- tribulation, and then
church. The
ing your religion to the exclusion of accepting the ultimate conWCG traditions
God’s word. The same thing Christ condemned demnation of being
excluded from God’s
were the schoolthe Jewish people of His time for.
master to a new
Matthew 15:9: “But in vain they do worship family for eternity.
With that kind of
generation of
me, teaching for doctrines the commandments
emotional ax hanging over one’s head, it’s no won- saints, just as God’s Torah sacrificial laws were
of men.”
We know the Pharisees had added to the orig- der the membership is fearful of leaving the to the Israelites. And, just as a very few from
inal laws given by God in the Torah. We know church. After all, they came into the church seek- Israel learned from that schoolmaster, I fear far
they had many washings, travel limitations, lim- ing to have God’s word expounded to them, so too many from the WCG legacy have failed to
its on work, and on and on. The intent appears when they are told they may lose their crown, well, learn from the WCG.
they will do just about anything they are told.
This paper is full of articles and ads that are
to be to help the people obey the written law.
The problem lies in the membership. Yes, I’m simply so far off base it’s unbelievable they ever
Perhaps they meant well. We can’t know,
because we can’t read their minds. What we do blaming the victim. God is very clear, that He is were a part of a group with a substantial amount
know is they had become burdensome on the the center of your worship. That He is the cre- of truth.
Yes, you who are reading this can claim the
people. And we also know the Pharisees them- ator of the universe and all that is in it, including
selves were not so careful to follow the letter of Satan, who God has allowed to control this same about me. I understand and admit you may
the law as they commanded the people to. earth until God sees fit to usurp that control and have a point. I do not claim to speak for God. I
turn it back over to God’s Son.
speak for what I see.
Christ tells us this.
If you believe God’s word, then you have no
For instance, in the last issue, #182, there is
Are we doing the same? Let’s go back in time
and take a look at our history in the WCG. Way excuse for not following that word. Your job as a an ad stating how one is to keep the last supper,
back to the 1980s, when HWA was still alive and believer is to read the book! But way too many do Passover and the night to be observed. The
evangelists like Gerald Waterhouse still ruled not. For instance, go to any Presbyterian church author is adamant the ministry is sinning. And
and ask any lay member where in the Bible God he is right to a large extent.
with an iron fist.
But then he goes straight down the same wrong
What was the service like? Three songs, ser- lists the Ten Commandments. Or try the local
monette of no more than 20 minutes, announce- Catholic parish and ask what the apostle James path and tells his readers exactly how they are to
recite a certain set of words that will guarantee
ments, sermon and closing song. Absolutely no vari- has to say about the law.
Now, if you are reading this, you should have them to be properly obeying God’s instructions.
ation in any congregation anywhere in the world.
It’s no different from a priest telling the conWhat did the men wear? At the bare mini- been pretty close on those. But what about
fessor to say 10 Hail Marys
mum a sport coat, tie, dress
and recite the Rosary four
shirt and dress slacks. Prefertimes. The instructions on
ably a suit, but it was not necOr what about the God of the
what to say are just as useful as
essary unless you wanted to
the traditions the RCC and
move up in the organization.
Old Testament? Can you tell me
the Jewish religion use in their
What did women wear?
worship.
Dresses, below the knee.
if it was the Word, or the Father,
Do you think carrying palm
What if you happened to live
and back it up with Scripture?
branches around the synain sub-Saharan Africa and
gogue and flailing each other
your church building didn’t
will cause God to look down
have air conditioning? Tough.
with pleasure and bless your
You might be able to shed the
tithing? Can you explain why some people think endeavors for the coming year? Do you think
jacket. Depending on your minister.
Why? Because in the 1920s every man in tithing is not applicable to this age? Or what kneeling before the Holy Water and taking a
America wore a suit, if he worked in any situa- about the God of the Old Testament? Can you wafer and drinking from a goblet are going to
tion other than farming (for the most part). And tell me if it was the Word, or the Father, and save your soul?
Of course not! Neither does one blessed thing to
HWA was brought up in that tradition. So it back it up with Scripture?
Maybe, maybe not. I’ll admit I am not the ingratiate you with God! Matthew 6:7.
became part of the tradition of the WCG.
What does? Ecclesiastes 12:13; “Let us hear the
Along with the tradition of the order of serv- biblical scholar I need to be. But I’ll also tell you
ices. Why? Because HWA felt it was beneficial that, since I quit worshiping a religion, I have conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and
to have continuity in the church. He read the come a long way in being much better at divid- keep his commandments: for this is the whole duty
scriptures telling of harmony and cohesion in ing the word of God. Which religion did I wor- of man.”
That is true worship of God. Not obeying
the church and took it as uniformity. He seemed ship? Armstrongism. Just like nearly everyone
because a man tells (or has told) you what to do
to have overlooked the fact that God is nearly reading this did and may still do.
The primary doctrine I would attribute to and when to do it. People, you need to open
infinitely creative in how He imbues His crethis is the belief that HWA is the end-time apos- your eyes. The church you attend is not going to
ation with variety.
The intent was good. But the end result was a tle, fulfilling the office of John the Baptist and get you to the Kingdom.
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Camp leaders reminisce about Summer Educational Program
Continued from page 1

Mrs. Kielczewski is writing a book
about her experiences and memories
about summer camp at Orr that should
be in print by the Feast of Tabernacles
this year [2002].
“It has been a wonderful 35 years,”
she said. “With an average of 1,000
campers and staff each year, it is
almost impossible for us to travel to
any state or province where we don’t
know someone.”
Camp history
The Kielczewskis worked the first
12 years for Dr. Lochner. In later
years camp directors included Jim
Thornhill, Kevin Dean, Kermit Nelson and Jeb Egbert.
THE JOURNAL contacted John Havir
of Huntington, W.Va., because of his
long history with the Orr camp and
asked for his reaction to the demolition of the property and its rebirth as a
housing development.
Mr. Havir first went to Orr as a 12year-old in 1972. He returned to SEP
seven years later as a staff worker.
From 1978 through 1982 and from
1984 through 1986, Mr. Havir served
on the canoe staff. During the off seasons from 1984 through 1986, Mr.
Havir lived at the camp and worked
full time for the Kielczewskis.
Mr. Havir told THE JOURNAL that, as
far as camp personnel were concerned, Floyd and Mardell Kielczewski were irreplaceable.
“Over the years,” he said, “camp
directors, department heads, instructors, counselors, maintenance personnel and other workers came and went.
The Kielczewskis remained. The
Kielczewskis are a common thread
between all administrations, workers
and campers. In many ways they were
counselors to the administrations and
staff who were involved with camp.”
More than that
The Kielczewskis were more than
site managers.
“Not only are the Kielczewskis the
link to the thousands who attended
camp from the WCG, they were also
the ambassadors to the local community,” Mr. Havir said.
“No one knows how many times
throughout the years the Kielczewskis
were the go-between for the camp and
the local community, performing
damage control for ill-fated plans of
camp administrations or reassuring
the community that unchristian behavior from a few camp personnel
was not acceptable to them or representative of camp ideals.”
The Kielczewskis, he said, “viewed
camp from a year-round perspective.”
Mr. Havir said he helped out with
instructing skiing, canoeing and basketball, as well as in the service and
maintenance of the buildings and the
grounds.
Mr. Havir remembers the memorable “closing sessions.”
“One of the greatest scenes to witness at camp was the last evening,” he
said. “Depending on the camp director, the last activity of the camp was
either a banquet, talent show or dance
in the gymnasium.
“While the campers were in the
gym, buses would be lining up down
by the dining hall getting ready to take
the campers to the airport.”
After the activity the campers gathered near the dining hall and got ready
to board the buses.
“It was at this time the emotions of
campers, counselors and staff erupted
into tears of sadness,” he said. “Strong
bonds had been built between all, and
the people young or old did not want
the experience to end.”
Learn from experience
Mr. Havir said Church of God members can learn a thing or two from
their SEP experiences and the camp’s
history.
“I think the lesson for those who
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donate to churches or other ministries
is to realize that, once you let go of the
money or piece of property, in most
cases you lose control of that asset.
Beware of where you give your time

2
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SEEN AT SEP—Photo 1: Campers and staff members reorganize
camping gear into canoes after a portage during a wilderness canoe
trip in 1980. Photo 2: Scott Gjesvold, a camp worker, displays his catch
after a fishing trip in 1986. Photo 3: Former SEP director Kermit Nelson
in Big Sandy, Texas, in 2002. Photo 4: Former SEP site manager Floyd
Kielczewski and his wife, Mardell, cut a cake on their 40th wedding
anniversary in 2002. Photo 5: Nate Berg (left) successfully guides fellow staffers through Lady Rapids on the Namakan River across the border in the Canadian province of Ontario in 1979. [Photos 1, 2 and 5
courtesy John Havir; photo 3 by Dixon Cartwright; photo 4 courtesy
Kermit Nelson]

and money today.
“The camp property has been sold
and will never be like thousands once
knew it.
“That is sad. Yet the memories can-

not be destroyed.”
THE JOURNAL talked to Dr. Nelson,
who served as program director from
1965 until 1975 and camp director
from 1986 until 1994.

Can we learn from the summer of ’71?
Darlene Warren, JOURNAL columnist emeritus, wrote this article for
the June 30, 2002, issue. See the related article by her husband, John,
beginning on page 1 of this issue.
By Darlene Warren
IG SANDY, Texas—The early
’70s were an interesting time
to be a teenager. Within the
Worldwide Church of God, membership was up, income was up, and
prophetic interpretation was at an alltime high.
I wasn’t aware of any splits or
schisms within the church in 1971.
We were all pretty well galvanized
by what we thought was an imminent
catastrophic event that would bring
this present age to a screeching halt.
Beyond what the church at that
time was teaching, and anticipating,
there were other reasons we were a
little crazy back then. The United
States was in the middle of a war that
we as a government didn’t know how
to fight and that we as a people didn’t
know how to handle. It was a difficult time for Americans.

B

A haven for church youth
However, amid apocalyptic prophecies, college-campus rioting, antiwar demonstrations and public flag
burnings, there existed an oasis we
called simply summer camp. The
Summer Educational Program (SEP)
was its official name, and, from its
modest beginning in the 1960s, down
through the years for a few short
weeks during the summer it became
a haven for Church of God youth.
Orr, Minn., was the home base of
an institution that would eventually
establish camps in several countries.
Orr was a tiny little town (I imagine
it still is) in the North Woods of
Minnesota. The camp wasn’t located
in town, though. It was even deeper
into the woods than Orr, situated on
beautiful Pelican Lake.
Camp property sold
The Worldwide Church of God
recently sold the camp property, and
the majority of the structures on the
campgrounds have been razed to
make room for private homes. Even
after the radical changes that have
taken place within the onetime-fundamentalist group, it saddens me to
realize that there will be no haven, no
sanctuary, no oasis for the next generation of young people when, undoubtedly, they will need it even

more than those who came before.
I don’t imagine camp in the early
days was totally different from camp
in the latter days, but there surely
were some major alterations, and that
was probably a good thing. Each
generation is different, and, to be
able to serve the needs of our youth,
things must change.
During my time as a camper we
were just happy to be there. We
didn’t know what the next year
would bring. To discover there were
others who believed the same things
you did helped bind us together. I
learned things that I know help me
get through the tough times I sometimes face as an adult.

offered a wide range of activities that
were not available in my day, and
vice versa. While those in the ’70s
were cleaning up the property (piling
up rocks) and hand-washing (albeit
not on the rocks) our non-handwashables (bedsheets, for instance),
the kids in the ’90s were learning all
about television and radio broadcasting, and they actually had a laundry
“department” to wash their clothes.
(We were obviously being prepared to survive in the great outdoors: Petra.)
They enjoyed windsurfing. We
had to play water polo, a game with
almost as much excitement and raucousness as a wild round of golf.

A learning experience
Back then not every
camper got to experi-

An unforgettable adventure
My stint at summer camp was an
adventure I will never forget. It
was similar to (and I don’t
mean this in a bad way) what I
imagine boot camp would be
like: You were rewarded for
good behavior (favorable
dorm-inspection results meant
free, unscheduled time) and
punished for bad behavior (letting the screen door slam shut
behind you warranted swats
from the counselor).
We did everything as a dorm.
We ate together, slept together,
marched to and from activities
together and said our teary goodbyes when the time came to go
home.
Within seven years of the beginning of the demise of the Worldwide
Church of God, what is left of that
institution? Ambassador College Big
Sandy is history, Bricket Wood is
gone, the Pasadena campus is on the
rocks, and now an institution that
many considered to have played a
significant role in their youth has
been sold to real-estate developers.

ence the thrill of a week-long canoe
trip. (I guess there was a shortage of
personnel.) Of course, some campers
would rather stay at camp and enjoy
the comparable ease that came with
indoor plumbing and nightly showers. (What could they have been
thinking?)
Regardless of the lack of creature
comforts, I learned some valuable
lessons on that canoe trip. For one
thing, canoes can glide faster across
an open lake when everyone is
pulling together than when you have
to pull dead weight along.
No one, in a time of need, appreciates a wimp. Just do what you have
to do, and in the end there will be a
long-needed rest and food you really
appreciate.
Something else I learned on that
canoe trip is that you don’t have
to like everybody you come in contact with, but you’d better learn
how to work together for the sake
of survival.
My children’s experiences at
camp were different from mine in
many ways. In the latter years SEP

Strangers and friends
What a waste. I feel sorry for those
(like my grandchildren) who will
never know what it’s like to spend
just a few short weeks working and
playing with people who began the
summer as strangers and ended up as
fast friends.
Maybe if we can hold onto the lessons we’ve learned through this sad
history of ours, it won’t have been a
waste after all. I feel extremely
blessed to have had the opportunity
to experience life in the backwoods
of Minnesota in the summer of ’71.

He recalls the team effort
it took to make the camp
sessions a success.
“Each year we would
recruit 115 to 125
Ambassador College students to work as counselors
and staff,” he said.
“Seventy-five percent had
been to camp before, so we
had continuity of leadership. You couldn’t have 100
percent new staff because
you needed people who had
been there before.”
During his years as director, Dr.
Nelson [who died in 2011] said about
12 WCG elders and their wives would
assist in the camp each session.
He said the couples quickly realized
they weren’t on vacation and were in
for a lot of hard work.
Dr. Nelson spoke glowingly about
Mr. Kielczewski.
“Floyd really held the place together,” he said. “He taught us how to take
care of the camp. He put in the lagoon
and water-treatment plant, which won
awards from the state. He has a good
name in Orr and in the surrounding
fishing and camping community.”
Dr. Nelson said after each session
the staff invited the campers to evaluate the session.
“I read every one of those surveys,”
he said. “Some of the campers would
write, ‘Call me if you read this.’ They
would be surprised when I called.”
Fellowship of the canoes
Most years there were three sessions at Orr, with 288 campers in each
session.
Dr. Nelson remembered one year
during which there were so many applications that a fourth session was
added and recent Ambassador College
graduates stayed to work as counselors after the other students had
returned for the beginning of school.
The canoe program, a favorite activity for many campers over the
years, was a major undertaking.
“The canoe trips really pulled people together,” Dr. Nelson said. “When
they [the campers] came back they
worked as a unit. You could tell which
dorms had been on the canoe trip and
which campers had not.”
Dr. Nelson said that in all his years
at Orr only one person left camp after
having participated in the canoe trip.
That camper had contacted her parents and they were already traveling to
pick her up so she had to leave even
though she changed her mind after
canoeing and wanted to stay.
Dr. Nelson mentioned staff members such as father-and-son duo Gil
and Dave Goethals, who worked in
many areas including canoeing, riflery, archery, basketball and Christian-living classes.
Others who played leadership roles
were Randy Dick, Nate Berg, Larry
Haworth, Kevin Kennedy, Jeff Broadnax, Glenn Roberson, Gerald Weston
and Ted Budge.
In the early years some camp sessions were six weeks long, but over
the years they were shortened. In the
1970s they ran four weeks, and in the
1980s and 1990s most sessions lasted
three weeks.
Dr. Nelson says Orr residents used
to complain because the camp, as a
church-sponsored facility, didn’t pay
taxes.
But “now that we are gone the village realizes how important we were
to them in so many ways.”
The WCG continues to sponsor regional camps.
Thinking back over his years working with the camp in Minnesota, Dr.
Nelson summed up his memories of
the staff and facility.
“It really developed and improved
over the years,” he said. “We wanted
to give the youth the best of everything.”
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Emotions are wonderful except when they stifle communication
Continued from page 3

Otherwise we run the risk that our
friend, unable to speak to us, feels
unable to speak to anyone at all. There
is something beautiful about finding
the right words to say.
How to understand
As Proverbs 25:11 says, a word
fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
settings of silver.
Ms. Litvinoff says of understanding: “The result of effective communication—talking honestly and listening
attentively—is increased understanding between you.”
It is impossible for us to understand
another person unless we talk to him.
Otherwise we are simply guessing or
being judgmental, basing our understanding on our own frame of reference.
With understanding of the other person, we are in a better position to negotiate and deal with difficulties because
we have broadened our own mind and
given safety to the other, which enables
him to be less defensive.
By engaging with another person,

we are more likely to understand him
than if we only listen or we impose
our own understanding.
An interesting part of communication within the group is negotiation.
Two people cannot stand on the same
piece of turf. Will they push and jostle

not only for his own interests, but also
for the interests of others.”
For the group to survive, everyone
must be able to negotiate space for his
needs, abilities and thoughts to be
allowed. Without negotiation, the
group will not survive happily.

Engaging with the other person
helps him to explore his thoughts and
feelings. When he trusts, he can more
likely find the thought or feeling that
bothers him than if his friend simply
listens without engagement.
Rather than coming to our own

Our mind has to be free enough to be receptive
to another, and others must likewise have receptive
and responsive minds to hear us.
until one is displaced by the other, or
will they reach an agreement?
Look out for others
As Amos 3:3 asks, can two walk
together unless they are agreed?
And as Philippians 2:3-4 says: “Let
nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem others better
than himself. Let each of you look out

People must be able to recognize
their own needs and express them, but
it can be hard to do so in a community in which others are primarily interested in their own frame of reference.
For members of a group to be able
to express needs, they must feel safe,
belonging and accepted. There is no
place in such a group for fear of rejection, misunderstanding, punishment
or losing status.

conclusion and imposing our own
solution, if we engage with the other
person we may reach that further level
of understanding that is not obvious to
the naked eye.
Free the mind
We are also inhibited by strong emotions. Strong feelings give us motivation, drive and commitment. However, when we are in the grip of strong

and sometimes confused emotions,
we can find it impossible to listen to
another person. Our own thought, attitude or frame of reference blots out
any other.
We cannot listen to others when we
are in a severe emotional state. Our
mind has to be free enough to be
receptive to another, and others must
likewise have receptive and responsive minds to hear us.
When we comfort one another, giving safety, belonging and acceptance,
we facilitate communication between
each other. Hence we may find ways
of stopping the cycle of abuse that so
easily takes over.
Just what do you mean love?
So far we have looked at attachment,
containment and communication within the family and the human group.
But what is love? Next time we will
delve again into Sue Gerhardt’s book
Why Love Matters.
My book, Comfort My People,
Saith your God, is available at Amazon in paperback and Kindle editions.

God is patient with disobedience, even to point of seeming lax
Continued from page 3

is right and he will commend you”
(Romans 13:3).
Often when the Bible speaks of
destiny it’s in reference to a destiny
people have brought upon themselves.
“Many live as enemies of the cross
of Christ. Their destiny is destruction”
(Philippians 3:18-19).
“This is the fate of those who trust
in themselves” (Psalm 49:13).
“A man who commits adultery lacks
judgment; whoever does so destroys
himself” (Proverbs 6:32).
“Each person was judged according to what he had done” (Revelation
20:13).
We can choose, even to sin
We sin because we choose to. We
can’t blame fate, kismet, predestination or God.
“When tempted, no one should say,
‘God is tempting me.’ For God cannot
be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt
anyone; but each one is tempted
when, by his own evil desire, he is
dragged away and enticed” (James
1:13-14).
Significantly, many people who
choose to sin are annoyed by the negative consequences of their sin.
“A man’s own folly ruins his life,
yet his heart rages against the LORD”
(Proverbs 19:3).
This is an insightful verse. When a
man foolishly wrecks his life, he may
yet insist on blaming God, or perhaps
fate. He persists in his folly.
Scripture also teaches that we
choose to have faith. The oft-repeated
command in Scripture to believe
implies that we do have a choice in the
matter.
“Be not faithless, but believing”
(John 20:27; see also Acts 16:31; 19:4).

God’s sovereignty
Lest we get the wrong idea, we are
not the sovereign masters of our fate.
Only God is sovereign. His sovereign
control is called providence. He has
chosen to give us a free will, and He
has created a moral universe in which
the law of cause and effect is a reality.
But God alone is God, and there are
no accidents in the universe.
God, all wise and all powerful,
must have a plan, so it should be no
surprise that the Bible speaks of a
divine plan. God’s plan, since it belongs to God, is holy, wise and benevolent. The providence of God

never completed (Genesis 11:1-9),
why Daniel’s detractors found themselves thrown to the lions (Daniel
6:24), why Jonah spent time inside a
fish (Jonah 1:17) and why I get in
trouble when I sin.
Even what we would normally call
chance or fate is under God’s control.
“The lot is cast into the lap, but its
every decision is from the LORD”
(Proverbs 16:33).
In other words, God does not take a
hands-off approach to running the universe.
Everything that happens in the
world is made to work out according

those who trust in Him, and He promises to glorify His children.
“We speak of God’s secret wisdom,
a wisdom that has been hidden and
that God destined for our glory before
time began . . . As it is written: ‘No
eye has seen, no ear has heard, no
mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him’ ” (1
Corinthians 2:7-9).
Note the use of the word destined in
this passage, and that ours is a destiny
based on our love for the Lord.
Individual plan
God’s sovereignty reaches even to

God blesses the obedient, and He is patient with
those who disobey, even to the point of seeming lax.
works to bring about His original plan
for creation.
God speaks. He announces.
“I foretold the former things long
ago, my mouth announced them and I
made them known; then suddenly I
acted, and they came to pass” (Isaiah
48:3).
What God announces He will do
He does (and He may announce it
centuries ahead of time).
Fighting against the plan of God is
pointless.
“There is no wisdom, no insight, no
plan that can succeed against the
LORD” (Proverbs 21:30).
Incomplete tower
This is why the Tower of Babel was

to God’s purpose. Evil exists, but it is
not allowed to thwart God’s providence. God uses even sinful men for
His purposes.
“The king’s heart is in the hand of
the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever he pleases” (Proverbs 21:1).
God can overrule hearts
God worked in the hearts of the
Egyptians (Exodus 12:36) and King
Artaxerxes (Ezra 7:27) to bring
about His purpose.
Even when man’s intent is purely
evil, God can still bring about His
will, as in the case of those who crucified Jesus (Acts 2:23; 4:27-28).
God’s plan includes a reward for

a plan for each of us as individuals.
This is illustrated in God’s calling of
Jeremiah—before the prophet was
even born.
“The word of the LORD came to me,
saying, ‘Before I formed you in the
womb I knew you, before you were
born I set you apart; I appointed you
as a prophet to the nations’ ” (Jeremiah 1:4-5).
David also recognized that the Lord
had a plan for him.
“Your eyes saw my unformed body.
All the days ordained for me were
written in your book before one of
them came to be” (Psalm 139:16).
Because of this realization, David
sought the Lord’s specific guidance in

many situations, such as in 1 Samuel
23:9-12.
Putting it all together
In Acts 9 Jesus appears to Saul of
Tarsus with an important statement:
“It is hard for you to kick against the
goads” (verse 5).
Jesus obviously had a plan for Saul,
and Saul had been (painfully) resisting
it. Exercising our freedom against
God’s plan can be painful.
Later, Jesus tells Saul that a man
named Ananias would come to visit, and
then Jesus tells Ananias (verses 11-12).
Obviously, Jesus had a prearranged
plan for Ananias as well.
Now, Ananias didn’t want to visit
Saul (verses 13-14). Like Jonah he
could have run the other way. If that
had been his choice, God would have
had a fish (so to speak) prepared to
bring him back.
Fortunately, Ananias obeyed (verse
17). Exercising our freedom to follow
God’s plan brings a blessing.
To wrap it all up, the Bible teaches
that God is in charge. At the same
time, He has given us the freedom to
obey or disobey Him, and there are
some things that God does only in
answer to prayer (James 4:2).
God blesses the obedient, and He is
patient with those who disobey, even
to the point of seeming lax.
He has a plan for our lives that
includes our joy and His glory both in
this world and in the world to come.
Those who accept Christ as Savior
have accepted God’s plan (John 14:6).
From then on it’s a step-by-step following of God’s best for us, praying for His
will to be our reality (Matthew 6:10)
and avoiding the sidetrack of sin (Psalm
32:1-11; 119:59; Hebrews 12:1-2).

Believing a theory for 70 years does not prove its accuracy
Continued from page 3

burdens on people (Matthew 23:4, 1315; Acts 15:10).
A flawed premise
As I mentioned earlier in this column, the greater problem is when people desire to have other people rule
over them.
Someone somewhere might say,
“We should desire to be under people
as a part of God’s government on
earth.”
I could reply: That is a flawed
premise. Building on a wrong foundation has led many people to wrong
conclusions (Matthew 7:24-27).
Someone somewhere might say:
“God would not allow a wrong premise about government among His peo-

ple for the past 70 years.”
I could reply: God has allowed
worse things among His people for
much longer periods. Didn’t God tell
Abram about 400 years of affliction?
(Genesis 15:13).
Believing a theory about government for 70 years does not prove its
accuracy. What does the Bible say?
Rejecting God
Years ago the elders of Israel asked
Samuel to help them have a king (1
Samuel 8:5). Samuel was not pleased
(verse 6).
What was God’s reaction? Read
verse 7. God acknowledged that,
when the people wanted a physical
person over them, they were rejecting
Him! Do you believe God?

God did instruct Samuel to warn
them about the consequences (verses
9-18). Next God gave them what they
wanted (verse 19-22).
Is God temporarily letting you
have what you want?
Is your view of God’s government on earth flawed?
Is your view of physical rulers
faulty?
Is God letting you reject Him by
your having a physical ruler?
Is God letting you reject Him by
your having a group of physical
rulers?
God is temporarily allowing these
things. I say temporarily because
decades are like the blink of an eye
to God.
When the Day of the Lord comes,

all idols shall be utterly abolished
(Isaiah 2:12,18). Putting people in the
place of God is idolatry!
Jesus Christ is giving His friends
advance warning (John 15:15-16).
You have been chosen for actions
that will produce enduring results.
You have been chosen to engage in
powerful prayer with the Father.
Christ’s commission
God has commissioned Jesus Christ
to put down all rule, authority and
power (1 Corinthians 15:24).
This commission includes Jesus
putting down the rule, authority and
power among members of the Church
of God.
Jesus Christ is looking for laborers
to help the sheep (Matthew 9:36-38).

Since Christ is the Chief Shepherd, we
are all sheep.
Jesus Christ is looking for people to
have a personal relationship with Him
(Matthew 7:21-23; Matthew 25:1-12).
Here are four recommendations:
Recognize that some people will
actively seek to rule over you. Recognize that many other people will
claim with words that they don’t want
to rule over you, then they will proceed to rule over you.
Stop desiring people to rule over
you.
Appreciate people (servants)
who help you to draw closer to God—
through Jesus Christ.
Ask God, “Will You rule over
us?”
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Would Jesus agree He’s the forgotten man in our theology?

The writer, who lives in Wisconsin,
was ordained an elder in the Worldwide Church of God in 1988 and has
since served congregations of Church
of God groups in Europe and the
United States.
By Wade Fransson
ADISON, Wis.—In his essay in the March 31, 2016,
issue of THE JOURNAL Keith
Slough makes the case that “God took
His anointing
off the WCG
and allowed it to
die” because the
WCG “watered
down the true
gospel” by not
focusing on the
person of Christ.
Mr. Slough
writes: “Was there Wade Fransson
any mention of
a coming kingdom in Peter’s sermon
to the world that day?” He makes it
clear that he believes the WCG
emphasis on the Kingdom of God as
the gospel, rather than the person of
Christ, was the downfall of the WCG.
Clearly Mr. Slough is sincere in his
efforts to follow Christ, and in that I
both applaud and respect him. I do not
write to challenge him personally,
rather to share another perspective
that may be useful to people interested in the topic he raises.
I’ll deal with this in two parts. First
we’ll look briefly at a passage in
which Christ Himself deals with a
“focus on the messenger,” followed
by a discussion of the “gospel of the
Kingdom.” We’ll conclude with my
personal perspective on the matter.

M

Name into play
On the matter of the focus on Jesus,
Mr. Slough quotes a couple of instances where His name came into
play, but they are unconvincing.
In referencing Peter’s sermon in
Acts 3:21, for example, the emphasis
seems not to be on Jesus as a person,
but rather that God made “that same
Jesus . . . both Lord and Christ”; i.e.,
an emphasis on His authority and role.
More than seeking to parse out the
words of those speaking on His behalf, we need to ask whether Christ
endorsed a message that focuses on
His person.
In Matthew 16:13 we read an account in which Jesus, referring to
Himself as “the Son of Man,” asks His
disciples who men said He was.
He praises Peter for realizing He is
“the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”
Interestingly, Jesus uses this ex-

change to charge His disciples not to
share with others who He is.
Equating Peter and Satan
What follows next is even more
interesting. Christ reveals that He is to
die, and, when Peter rebukes Him,
Christ equates Peter with Satan.
Why? In terms of what they should
do, Christ explains to His disciples
that they should take up the cross
themselves, but His message to them
is about His future return in glory,
bringing His reward with Him.
In other words, at the time of the
disciples Jesus was unknown, and He
told them to keep it that way. Who He
was as a person was, as a result, a
major component of the postresurrection teaching.
This is hardly a basis for claiming
that the person of Jesus is the focus of
the gospel. In any case, it appears to
be the opposite of what Jesus wanted
it to be.
Populist sound bites
Let’s also not ignore that talking
about the person of Jesus is not necessary today.
Populist sound bites about putting
Christ back into Christmas aside,
there is hardly a more commonly recognized name than Jesus. Along with
His name, people already know and
understand who He was at His first
coming.
I didn’t need the WCG to tell me
about John 3:16, that God so loved the
world that He gave His Son, Jesus, up

Let’s move on to the discussion on
the Kingdom of God. What did John
the Baptist, who came to proclaim
Christ, teach about Him?
Matthew 3 says that it was the message that “the Kingdom of Heaven”
was “at hand.”
Luke recounts Christ, in chapter 7
emphasizing there was none greater
than John, while declaring that the
least of those in the Kingdom of God
is greater.
So John pointed to Christ in the
context of the Kingdom, while Christ
consistently pointed people to God
(as evidenced by His “why call ye
Me good” statement) rather than to
Himself.
He also gave no answer to Pilate,
who asked Him to give account of
Himself. While we are not to be
ashamed of Him, it’s difficult to find
scriptures to support the “gospel as the
person of Christ” thesis.
There aren’t any powerful ones
there, while there are many that support the classic WCG version: the
gospel of the Kingdom of God.
WCG Founder Herbert W. Armstrong’s success on this one seems to
have less to do with his marketing
acumen and more to do with his
source material.
1,900-year claim
This is not to say that one finds biblical or historical support for the preposterous claim made by HWA that
the “true gospel” hadn’t been preached
for 1,900 years.

For the claim that God removed
His blessing from the WCG, because
of this focus, to stick would need a
whole lot more explanation than an
oversimplified statement regarding a
couple of proof texts.
While my response is in kind—
proof texts and oversimplified statements—such is the nature of these
brief essays. The two positions being
taken are not indicative of any real
dichotomy between a gospel about
Christ and the gospel He preached,
which was clearly about the Kingdom.
Focus shift
I’d like to instead shift the focus of
the discussion onto what the focus
should be for people living 2,000
years after Christ’s first coming.
In that famous discourse known as
the Olivet Prophecy, Christ addresses
the matter of being aware of the times
in which one lives.
Jesus uses a parable of a fig tree in
season to highlight that in spite of
obvious signs His return will catch
people off guard.
Paul, in 1 Thessalonians 5, writes
that people in his day knew “perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh as
a thief in the night. For when they
shall say, peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as
travail upon a woman with child; and
they shall not escape.”
Matthew’s Olivet
As we would expect, Paul follows
Christ’s example in this. In Matthew’s

I do not write to challenge Mr. Slough personally,
rather to share another perspective that may be
useful to people interested in the topic he raises.
as a sacrifice. Who doesn’t know that
He is the Lamb of God, slain from the
foundation of the world, to enable salvation to all?
In spite of accusations to the contrary, the WCG never diminished this
message. I always understood, and
taught, as a minister in the WCG that
salvation was a given. I know of
nobody in the ministry who was confused about this.
What did John say?
We taught, as Christ taught, that
His disciples should take up their
cross and follow Him, that we should
become living sacrifices today and
that our reward would come when
Christ returned in His glory.

Mr. Slough’s point is well taken in
this context, yet the reverse is true as
well. In the world of 1930, where the
name and person of Christ was universally known, the Kingdom aspect
of His message was both relevant and
important.
William Miller’s Great Disappointment is further evidence of the receptivity of people to the message of His
return.
While the increasing expansion of
secular humanism includes much of
the content of Christ’s Sermon on the
Mount, and is generally accepted by
the mass of Western civilization,
Christ’s message about the end-time
message is arguably more urgently
needed than ever before.

version of the Olivet Prophecy we read:
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh. Who then is a faithful
and wise servant, whom his lord hath
made ruler over his household, to give
them meat in due season?
“Blessed is that servant, whom his
lord when he cometh shall find so
doing.
“Verily I say unto you, that he shall
make him ruler over all his goods.
“But and if that evil servant shall
say in his heart, My lord delayeth his
coming; and shall begin to smite his
fellowservants, and to eat and drink
with the drunken; the lord of that servant shall come in a day when he
looketh not for him, and in an hour

that he is not aware of, and shall cut
him asunder, and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites: there shall be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Are we really in the end time?
It would be much easier to make
the case that the WCG’s emphasis was
meat in due season for its end-time
audience than saying that by failing to
mirror sermons from 2,000 years ago
we failed to preach the gospel.
Are we really an end-time audience? What more sign of that do we
need than that which Isaiah calls the
sign to the nations?
Israel has been reestablished through
the miracle of the survival of the
Jewish people and their ingathering
into the geography known as the Holy
Land. This alone is evidence enough
that the fig tree has clearly shown its
leaves for all to see.
Citing such verses in this manner
may be disquieting to anyone still
shell-shocked by the explosiveness of
HWA’s preaching. I submit that the
message wasn’t the problem. It was
that the pulpit was a church that set
itself up as the government of God on
earth, a claim to a dominion over believers that most today recognize it
never possessed.
Yet that doesn’t mean these verses
don’t have much greater relevance to
us today, in what can undeniably be
declared the time of the end, than in
the days of Paul.
Look for Jesus’ coming
In other words, it is my opinion that
the WCG did right by God and Jesus
to emphasize the coming Kingdom aspect of His message. It is, in my opinion, a shame that so many have stopped
looking for His coming.
Yes, for anyone needing an excuse
to shut one’s eyes and ears, the WCG
provided plenty. And, yes, Christ, in
the strongest words, rebuked Peter for
wanting Him, at that time, to be the
conquering King, rather than the crucified servant.
Consider, however, the irony that in
today’s world most of His followers
seem to want Him to be the crucified
servant, vs. anticipating His return as
conquering King.
That will have to suffice for now as a
conclusion to my oversimplified defense
of the WCG’s focus on the times in
which we live and its emphasis on
Christ’s return. I hope at a future time
to spend more time on my perspective
on why He, per Matthew 16, asked us
to focus on His return in what He called
“the glory of the Father” to reward His
followers according to their works.

The fourth of the 12 steps is the one that many people dread
Continued from page 3

and power to help me change.
In this context it is possible to look
at difficult areas of our behavior and
honestly admit our faults.
Making a searching and fearless
moral inventory is the core of the
fourth step.
Annual evaluation
This may sound familiar to many
Church of God members because we
are asked to examine ourselves in
preparation for the Passover every
year.
The verse typically cited is a familiar one: “. . . Whoever eats the bread
or drinks the cup of the Lord in an
unworthy manner shall be guilty of
the body and the blood of the Lord.
But a man must examine himself, and
in so doing he is to eat of the bread
and drink of the cup” (1 Corinthians
11:27-28).
It is clearly a spiritual principle in
Christianity that we should continually examine ourselves, and, when we
become aware of sinful behaviors and

attitudes, repent and ask for God’s
help in changing.
It is also helpful at certain times to
examine ourselves more fully; in
other words, to take an inventory and
to identify areas of concern and failings.
Defects and strengths
In my personal experience I have
worked the fourth step with the assis-

only on defects but also on areas of
strength.
This allows for a more balanced
view and makes it more tolerable to
examine the defects.
This can be a useful reminder the
next time we’re preparing for
Passover as well. It is important to be
aware of our sinfulness and failings
over the past year.
It is also good to see how God has

although we are expected to do what
we can to become worthy to receive
the Passover, it is only God’s grace
that can really make us worthy.
It is also helpful to remember that
we are becoming ready to renew our
covenant relationship with God, who
is patient, loving, kind and gracious.
He is ready and willing to forgive us
and draw us closer to Him.
I wonder if some of us are tempted

In my personal experience I have worked the fourth
step with the assistance of a sponsor in a 12-step group.
tance of a sponsor in a 12-step group.
This allowed me to look at my past
and current behaviors in a number of
areas and allowed me to identify problems and character defects.
It also allowed me to identify
strengths and blessings. It was emphasized to me that I should not focus

worked in our lives to help us overcome sinful habits or attitudes. It is
important to give the glory to God
rather than to our own efforts when
we see progress.

toward harshness and self-denigration
as we take an inventory of ourselves.
It is something we should do with
appropriate soberness and should lead
to repentance.

Not our own worthiness
It is also helpful to remember that,

Deeper trust in God’s love
Maybe the way we treat ourselves

should also be examined, and maybe
there is room to be loving to ourselves
as well as to others. This does not
have to lead to laxity or immorality.
It can open us to a deeper trust in
God’s love and mercy rather than on
our own sometimes harsh efforts to
change.
It is helpful to remember that our
observance of the Passover is about
God’s willingness to sacrifice His Son
for our sins.
It is about His desire to dwell with
us and change us so we can become
truly part of His family.
Become fearless
In this context it can become possible to fearlessly examine ourselves,
not so that we can become worthy by
our own efforts but so we can allow
God to complete the process of conversion within us.
Fearlessness in our examination
does not need to be the result of our
own goodness and courage. It is a
result of our experience of God as loving and patient and as a perfect parent.
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Notes and quotes
Impossible dreamers
ARCADIA, Calif.—Impossible
Dreamers, a film featuring “champion senior athletes” including
Harry Sneider, premiered at
Edwards Big
Theater in
Newport
Beach, Calif.,
April 26, 2016.
Sarah Sneider, widow of
Harry—he
died in 2014—
said Emmy
Award–winning
filmmakers
Eric Goldfarb
and Erik Howell dedicated the
documentary to Mr. Sneider.
Also featured are Gary Player,
Elaine LaLanne and other seniorcitizen athletes.
“Be sure to see it,” Mrs. Sneider
advised THE JOURNAL. “You will
definitely be inspired.”
Wards honored for 60 years
BIG SANDY, Texas—Pastor Don
and Wanda Ward have been married 60 years. The local congregation of the United Church of God,
along with many other friends, met

HAPPY 60TH—Don and Wanda Ward
pause for a photo at their anniversary celebration May 7, 2016. With them is Linda
Cartwright, who served for several years
in the 1970s and ’90s as Dr. Ward’s executive secretary at Ambassador College
and Ambassador University. Dr. Ward and
staff presided over the successful regional accreditation of the university in
1994. He was the penultimate Ambassador president, succeeded only by Russell
Duke. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

May 7, 2016, with the Wards in the
building owned by the UCG for a
meal, refreshments, music and
tributes to the happy couple.
LCG location in Big Sandy
BIG SANDY, Texas—The Living
Church of God has a storefront
location in downtown Big Sandy for

Sabbath services at 103 E. Gilmer
St. For information including time of
services, contact Big Sandy pastor
Gary Stein at stein1944@verizon.
net or (940) 395-9984.
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New East Texas Sabbath
venue for Cogwa
GLADEWATER, Texas—The
Church of God a Worldwide
Organization (CGWA), known
informally as Cogwa, has
acquired a building for its Sabbath
services, THE JOURNAL has learned.
The property, at 24345 County
Rd. 3107, formerly housed the
Golf Club at Gladewater.
Services are at 2:30 each
Sabbath. Ken
Treybig
serves as
pastor. The
CGWA is
headquartered north of
Dallas in the
little town of
Allen.
Several
groups, including the forKen Treybig
mer Worldwide
Church of God
and its derivatives, own or rent buildings in the Big Sandy area. They
include the following:
Big Sandy: Church of God
Big Sandy, Grace Communion
International (formerly WCG),
Living Church of God, United
Church of God.
Flint: Intercontinental Church
of God.
Gladewater: Ami Yisrael,
Church of God a Worldwide
Association,
Tyler: Church of God
International, Tyler Sabbath
Fellowship.
Many other small Church of
God groups, possibly dozens,
meet in East Texas in and around
Big Sandy.
Christian Educational Ministries
is also based in the area, in
Whitehouse, but is not a church.
Annual Campmeeting
MERIDIAN, Idaho—The
General Council, Churches of
God (Seventh Day), announces
that its annual Campmeeting
(which it styles as one word), will
take place July 4-9, 2016.
The Meridian CG7 is not to be
confused with the larger Denverheadquartered group. Both
groups, along with the Worldwide
Church of God, can trace their origins to the 1840s and the William
Miller movement.
The Meridian church publishes
bimonthly a magazine for members and other interested readers
called ACTS: Advocating Christ
the Savior.
Articles included “Hope for Us”
by Derwood Stewart, “Tribute to
My Dad” by Tim Palmer, an editorial by editor Craig Moore and
“Children’s Corner.”
Also announced was that the
Lord’s Supper was held April 21
and Passover on April 22.
The announcement about
Campmeeting was as follows:
“Are you looking forward to
Campmeeting? We sure are! This
year is going to be lots of fun with
great speakers and singing! We
hope you will join us in Meridian,
Idaho, this year from July 4th
through 9th.”
To subscribe to ACTS go to
actsforgod.org or write 1827 W.
Third St., Meridian, Idaho 83646,
U.S.A.
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Inmate in California prison tells his story
By Dixon Cartwright
delayed in getting him to a hospital.
The upshot is that, even if he had
ree Lazor, a prisoner known to
Rather than treating the case as an served the full sentence for the lesser
JOURNAL readers as P.F. Lazor, instance of a private citizen properly charge, he would have been out of
has been incarcerated in the defending himself, Mr. Lazor was prison after nine years. Yet he’s been
California penal system for
locked up for 33 years.
more than 30 years.
Mr. Lazor, who observed
Mr. Lazor, when talking
the Passover this year with
Rather than treating his
about his life in California
two fellow prisoners, says
case as self-defense, the
prisons, describes an existence
he’s at his wits’ end and
of hardship and deprivation
is unsure of how best to
authorities charged Mr. Lazor
and injustice.
move forward in his quest
with first-degree murder.
In 1983, when he was 29, he
for freedom.
killed a man who, he says, was
To read Mr. Lazor’s story
coming at him with a meat cleaver. charged with first-degree murder.
in his own words, see “A Prisoner
Mr. Lazor grabbed a target-practice
The jury acquitted him of first-de- Needs Your Help” in the CONNECTIONS
pistol and shot him. The man bled to gree murder but decided to find him section of THE JOURNAL on page 9 of
death when an ambulance crew was guilty of second-degree murder.
this issue.
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Ladies meet for a new women’s conference
The writer is a longtime Church of
God member who lives with his wife,
Nancy, near Big Sandy, Texas.
By Wesley D. White
INDALE, Texas—Women from
various states, fellowships, backgrounds and ages gathered at
Timberline Baptist Camp in Lindale
for the first New Church Lady Conference April 9-10, 2016.
The conference, which ran
from 3 p.m. on
Saturday through
noon on Sunday,
was sponsored
by Christian Educational Ministries and the
Church of God
International,
with support from Nancy White
other ministries
and individuals.
I sat down the other day with,
Nancy White, one of the conference
planners, to discuss the success of the
conference.

L

that and why it was important to the As far as Fiji
conference planners.
Mr. White: You had women from
Mrs. White: Well, first of all, the as far away as Fiji express interest in
conference planners themselves were attending.
from a variety of Christian fellowMrs. White: Yes, we had ladies
ships. The idea for a conference came from Canada, from further away in the
out of a women’s Bible study that I U.S.A. and one from Fiji express interlead throughout the year.
est. While these ladies were not able to
Within the Bible-study group most attend the conference, we are going to
of the women had never attended a be able to serve them by posting the
women’s conference and longed to do messages on the New Church Lady
so. So it made sense to open the con- Website—www.NewChurchLady.org.
ference up to any Christian woman
Four of the five messages were rewho wanted to attend.
corded and have been posted to this site.
Early on, one of them asked that we
include the women who are currently An annual event?
residents at Restoring Joy Ministries in
Mr. White: Is there going to be a
Gladewater, Texas [restoringjoy.org].
second conference or maybe an annuI’m happy to report that, thanks to al one?
our generous supporters—churches
Mrs. White: [Laughing] I get that
and individuals—14 women from Re- question a lot. We do hope to repeat
storing Joy were able to attend the the conference next year and for as
conference. We were able to give com- long as it still seems to be wanted.
plimentary or discounted registrations However, we have not yet begun planto others as well.
ning anything.
Not only were we diverse
in fellowship but also in age.
We had ladies from preteen to
teen to young adult and the
we-no-longer-talk-about-age
group. I was very pleased with
the diversity of the group.
To make all that work, we
focused on the common core
of navigating the Christian
woman’s walk and our personal experiences—successes
and failures—in that walk.
LADIES AT TABLE—Attendees of the New

58 women
Wes White: Give us an overview of
the conference. How many attendees
did you have, number of speakers and
so forth?
Nancy White: We had 58 women
attend parts of the conference. Most
were from East Texas, but we did
have ladies from Arkansas, Louisiana,
Church Lady Conference confer around a round
Bible-study women
Nebraska and Kansas.
table. [Photo courtesy Wes White]
We officially started the conference
Mr. White: Did you have
at 4 p.m. with meet-and-greet activi- other volunteers?
Personally, I feel that women need
ties to give the ladies an opportunity
Mrs. White: Yes, we had a great these opportunities to learn and grow
to get to know each other. We also had planning crew and group of volun- together, to meet other believers and
some music before heading to dinner. teers, including Latresa Powell, Kristy discuss the pain, process and joy of
After dinner we really got to work Roberts, Texanna Greene, Lisa Mc- our Christian walk and of being a
with music, two speakers and six Comb, Sharon Wilson, Linda Benton, woman of faith in this world.
roundtable discussions. We officially Donna Dickinson and Karen Weese.
I would encourage anyone who
wrapped up for the day at about 9 p.m.
This group includes the women feels inspired to do so to try to plan
I gave one of the messages and from that Bible-study group. They one for their area. It doesn’t have to be
spoke about the New Church Lady were really willing to support the con- a two-day conference. I believe that
even a half day of fellowbrand, and Dr. Charli Caraship and instruction would
way, director of Restoring
be very well received.
Joy Ministries, gave the
Next time the ladies would
I’d be happy to provide
other message, titled “The
like a longer conference and
hints and tips if anyone
Model and the Misled: Makmore unscheduled fellowship.
wants to reach out to me at
ing the New Church Lady
nancy@dynamicchristian
Intentional.”
ministries.org.
On Sunday we started
with a morning devotional led by ference, which they requested.
Unscheduled suggestion
Latresa Powell and then headed to
We had six roundtable presenters,
Mr. White: Is there anything you
breakfast.
including Teri Goodwin, Linda SitarThe rest of the day included con- sky, Donna Dickinson, Kristy Roberts, would do differently next time?
gregational singing, special music, Sharon Wilson and Latresa Powell.
Mrs. White: Well, I was very hapthree speakers and group prayer beLisa McComb was responsible for py with how the conference turned
fore wrapping up the conference and music planning and presentation of out, with the support of the Timberline
heading to lunch.
the music—congregational and spe- Camp staff, with the food and espeThe Sunday speakers included cial music—at the conference.
cially with the quality of the speakers
Brandy Webb, whose presentation was
Also at the conference many, many and their messages.
titled “Growing Our Godly Talents,” others pitched in with setup, cleanup
But, according to the feedback I
Melodee Eishen, presenting “It’s a and anything else we needed.
have
gotten, the ladies would like two
Heart Thing,” and Cathy Elliott, disBrady Webb also taped all the pre- things next time around: a longer concussing “Preparing the Bride.”
sentations, except her own. We even
had two guys involved. Wes White ference and more unscheduled time
Diverse group
and Jeff Reed provided security dur- for open fellowship.
I think the planning committee can
Mr. White: You had a diverse ing the conference and stayed overgroup at the conference. Tell me about night in case we needed anything.
arrange for that.

