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Church history: Did the WCG
leaders have doctrine agenda?

T

he following article, one of several dealing with Church of
God history in recent issues of
THE JOURNAL, was written by Mac
Overton, John Robinson and Linda
Moll Smith with help from Scott Ashley and Dixon Cartwright.
A version of this article first appeared in the Aug. 25, 1995, issue of
In Transition, the independent Church
of God newspaper published by Mr.
Robinson for 22 monthly issues 199597. (Mr. Robinson died in 2006.)
Its original headline was “Did WCG
Leaders Have Doctrinal Agenda?”
Because of its historic significance
THE JOURNAL publishes a version of it
here (that includes minor updates).
Views expressed in the article include opinions of the reporters and the
people quoted. Keep in mind that in
the 20 years since its publication
many opinions no doubt have changed
to widely varying degrees.
__________
By Mac Overton, John Robinson
and Linda Moll Smith
n the months immediately following the death of Herbert W. Armstrong, the pastor general of the
Worldwide Church of God, in January
1986, his successor, Joseph Tkach,
repeatedly vowed to build on the doctrinal foundation of Mr. Armstrong.
Over and over Mr. Tkach expressed
his commitment to established church
doctrine, both orally and in the pages
of church publications.
One of the most striking examples
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of his pledge was an article in the Aug.
25, 1986, issue of The Worldwide News,
a WCG member newspaper.
In that issue under the headline
“God Restored These 18 Truths: How
Thankful Are You for Them?” an introduction to the article over Mr.
Tkach’s name read:
“As you prepare spiritually for the
coming Feast of Tabernacles, please
spend time with this important article,
reviewing each of the 18 truths and
thanking God for restoring them to his
Church.”
The concluding paragraph of the
WN article asked: “Where would we be
without these truths? Without them—
without Herbert W. Armstrong’s legacy of these 18 restored truths—there
isn’t much left.”
HWA’s and JT’s understanding:
the 18 truths listed
The so-called 18 restored truths
(principles meant to reimplement 1stcentury Christianity) represented the
WCG’s understanding of (1) hierarchical church government, (2) that Mr.
Armstrong preached the gospel of the
Kingdom of God for the first time in
1,900 years, (3) man’s ultimate destiny
is to become God, (4) God is neither
one person nor a Trinity, (5) man has
no immortal soul, (6) man has a human
spirit, (7) God is not trying to save the
world in this age, (8) the church is the
Kingdom of God “in embryo,” (9)
only those who are called of God can
See WAS THERE EVER, page 4

Here are news and opinions
about Spring Feast observance
REPORT FROM MARYLAND
By Beverlie Ramocan-Woodland
ALTIMORE, Md.--First Century Church of God conducted services throughout the
week for the Feast of Unleavened
Bread for April 3-10, 2015.
Pastor R.F. Woodland and the
brethren decided to go back to when
they first began this practice in 2004
at their former location in Baltimore.
They reasoned among themselves
that the Feast of Unleavened Bread
would be more effective for spiritual
enrichment and fellowship if they
could provide services again for
brethren who want to meet during the
week for morning or evening services.
Services were 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and 6 to 8 p.m.
The evening sessions were attended much better than the morning
sessions. Hence it was unanimously
decided that, for 2016 and on, only
evening-session services will be
provided in addition to the mandatory first and last holy days.
Pastor Woodland explained that for
the past seven years our congregation
has collaborated with the CGI assembly in Gaithersburg, Md., for keeping
the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
The Gaithersburg brethren would
come to Baltimore for the first holy
day, and the Baltimore brethren
would go to Gaithersburg for the
last holy day.
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The Journal’s
Feast listing
in this issue

This year was no different, except
that a group photo was taken on the
last day under a Feast of Unleavened
Bread banner provided by First Century Church of God.
Several brethren including ministers expressed their delight to be
able to attend services after work
during the weekdays of Unleavened
Bread.
See the photo of Baltimore Spring
Feast attendees on page 6 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.
WHILE I WAS GONE TO THE FEAST
By Dan White
ARTVILLE, Mo.—While I
was gone to the Feast I received a church brochure
about planning for the Feast.
Was this insult or just irony? I
guess it’s just coincidence that some
“Feast keepers” sent a Tabernaclesplanning brochure that was delivered while other Feast keepers were
observing the Feast of Unleavened
Bread.
To prepare for the fall festival
while observing the spring festival,
though, is to emphasize the one at the
expense of the other, like planning a
date with Jill while out with Jane.
Back in the early 1960s Herbert
Armstrong decided that Christians
did not need to observe the whole
Spring Feast week and could ob-
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See SOME CHURCH, page 6
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ONE VIEW 18 YEARS AGO—An artist in 1997 illustrates the way many Worldwide
Church of God members who had recently left that church for other groups felt about
the WCG hierarchy’s decision to change the church’s core doctrines. The cartoon
character is an apparent depiction of the third pastor general of the WCG (which later
became GCI), Joseph Tkach Jr., wielding the mallet of orthodoxy. See the related article at left, reprinted from In Transition in 1995. [Artwork by Greg Radtke]

lists contact information, locations and
dates of Feast of Tabernacles observances for 2015 in this
issue on page 6.
If you haven't already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days
in the date.
For example, many observances this year will fall from Sept. 27
through Oct. 5. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.
HE JOURNAL

Sabbath association announces the latest edition,
No. 11, of its Directory of Sabbath-Keeping Groups
The writer is a longtime Church of
God member and is currently a member of the board of the Bible Sabbath
Association.
By Lenny Cacchio
EE’S SUMMIT, Mo.—The Bible Sabbath Association (BSA)
has announced publication of
the 11th edition of its Directory of
Sabbath-Observing Groups.
This new edition has updated information and history of Seventh Day
Baptists, Church of God groups,
Seventh-day Adventists and groups
that are a part of the sacred-names and
Hebrew-roots movements. The first
edition appeared in 1957.
The BSA was originally founded to
preserve and promote the seventh-day
Sabbath, providing resources and
information about the gift of rest that
God has given us.
It traces it beginnings to the outcome of correspondence in late 1943
between a few Sabbath observers of
various Christian beliefs and affilia-
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tions who felt the need for closer cooperation.
By 1945 George and Mable Main,
a Seventh Day Baptist couple from
Pomona Park, Fla., opened the first
BSA office in their home, from which
they operated the fledgling ministry
for 10 years.
In the days
near the BSA’s
founding, blue
laws dominated
the American
landscape, making Sabbath observance a challenge for many,
and there was
even serious talk
Lenny Cacchio
about changing
the Gregorian calendar in such a way
that the order of the seven-day week
would be lost.
(A blue law is a statute that regulates work, commerce and amusements on Sundays.)
One BSA focus was to encourage

repeal of blue laws and oppose any
movement that would make Sabbath
observance a legal or practical burden.
Today the BSA endeavors to promote understanding among all Sabbath observers by building bridges
rather than walls, recognizing that we
are above all things followers of Jesus
Christ.
Now in its 70th year, the Bible
Sabbath Association continues to promote the seventh-day Sabbath. It
maintains an extensive inventory of
literature and books designed to explain the Sabbath to seekers and fellow Christians.
Its flagship publication, The Sabbath Sentinel, is a bimonthly magazine that runs articles of interest not
only to Sabbath-observing Christians
but to other followers of Jesus.
More information about the Bible
Sabbath Association can be found on
its website (biblesabbath.org) or by
writing BSA, P.O. Box 7707, Bonnie
Lake, Wash. 98391, U.S.A., or by ESee SABBATH DIRECTORY, page 16

Chairman releases UCG conference agenda

M

ILFORD, Ohio—As of this
writing the United Church of
God an International Association, based in Milford, was planning
its 22nd general conference of elders
in Cincinnati, Ohio, May 1-4, 2015.
Beginning with the organizational
conference in 1995 and including the
special conference after the major
split of 2010-11 that spun off the
Church of God a Worldwide Association, there have been 22 general
elders’ conferences of the UCG.
However, the UCG officially acknowledges only 21 such conferences
because for some reason the church
chooses not to count the organizational meeting in 1995 in Indianapolis, Ind.

Before the 2015 conference Chairman of the Board Robin Webber released information about plans for this
year’s meeting.
Scheduled for
May 1 was a day
to honor “all international ministry in attendance,” Mr. Webber said. “We
have congregations on all six
inhabitable conRobin Webber
tinents.”
For Saturday evening a Q&A session was to allow elders to interrogate the 12-man council of elders and

administration officials.
The business meeting on Sunday,
May 3, would be the heart of the
annual get-together: the business
meeting that is to include reports
from the chairman and the voting for
bylaw updates and the election of
four elders to keep their seats or occupy new ones on the council.
Sunday’s session would also recognize “men and women who have been
faithful servants in their labor of love
towards God and His flock for over 50
years” (counting their service in the
WCG before they joined the UCG).
THE JOURNAL expects to include
after-the-fact coverage of the general
conference in next month’s issue.

2

THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 172 (April 30, 2015)

Letters from our readers
Coercive authority
ave Havir’s article in the Feb.
28, 2015, issue about coercive
authority described a problem
that has been around a long time.
The harmful cultures that he highlighted have found their foundations in
how the canon of Scripture has been
translated: the worldviews and political
interests of the translators.
Subtle distortions can affect our
thinking. Take the words command,
commanded and commandments. We
talk of the Ten Commandments, but is
that really what they are?
In the Hebrew they are the Ten Words
or the Ten Sayings of God.
Yes, one might say, but God commanded them to be kept. But did He?
The words translated “commanded” can
just as well be translated “instructed” or
“directed,” depending on context.
How is this different from “commanded”? God instructed or directed the
Israelites to keep them, respecting their
right to choose not to but desiring them
to be obeyed and internalized.
“Command” has military and dictatorial implications—with no choice, with
disobedience resulting in immediate
punishment. It subtly portrays God as a
tyrant, which He most definitely is not.
He is a long-suffering Father and Parent
who wants us to make right choices and
avoid painful and hurtful consequences.
I suggest, when reading the precious
living words of the Bible, we translate
“command” into “instruct” or “direct” to
get the pure meaning.
Michael Evans
New South Wales, Australia

D

Apology
I apologize if I have offended anyone
over the years.
Vincent Ogorek
Elk Grove, Ill.
What about church politics?
Wes White argues [THE JOURNAL,
March 31, 2015, pages 3, 22] that “the
world’s politics” should not displace
“preaching the gospel, feeding the flock
and helping the poor.” I concur.
But what about church politics? In its
simplest form, politics has to do with
how a community or a country or an
organization such as a church should be
run. What should its priorities be?
If we are to preach the gospel, how
should we accomplish this task? How
much of our income should we devote
to this purpose? And what, precisely, is
included in our definition of the gospel?
That’s all politics.
Similar questions could be asked
about feeding the flock and helping the
poor.
Some groups and individuals crow
about the high percentage of funds they
spend on one or another of these priorities. Frequently they compare their figure
with those of other groups and individuals, usually to boast about how much
more they spend or how much better
their choices are. That’s all politics too.
Churches, like governments, offer
competing visions of priorities, espe-

cially as they relate to how money is
spent. They also often offer competing
visions of how money should be raised
in order to fund these priorities. And
people will argue—sometimes heatedly—that their vision is the best one.
That, too, is politics.
Perhaps we should go one step further than Mr. White and also eschew
church politics. Let’s allow groups and
individuals to choose whichever vision
they believe best represents their priorities and then focus on the new commandment that Jesus gave His followers, the one that would lead others to
conclude that they were indeed Christ’s:
their deep and abiding love for one another (John 13:34-35).
Reginald Killingley
Big Sandy, Texas
John Morgan’s amazing books
New Zealand–based Uncensored magazine has dedicated its current issue’s
cover story to my latest book, How They
Murdered Princess Diana: The Shocking Truth. The issue also includes a substantial review of the book.
In February, U.S.-based Executive Intelligence Review published an extensive and significant article on royalSaudi links titled “British Royals Feel
Heat Over Diana’s Assassination.”

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
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subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
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States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

service that deviates from the example
set by Jesus is, in my mind, null and
void. Remember, Christ set us an example for His church to follow in His steps
(1 Peter 2:21).
I mentioned, above, Mr. Warren’s
history articles. I have read his series on
church history in East Texas. The details
of the circumstances are right on. A historian who doesn’t editorialize. Well
done!
I have been associated with the Big
Sandy area for a couple of decades, so
John brought back personal memories
of the turbulent times.
Bernie Monsalvo
Gladewater, Texas
Diary of a Serb who went to AC
It is with much interest and joy that I
read the Ambassador history article (by
John Warren in issue No. 171), which
brought back memories of dramatic
days when the apostasy was revealed by
WCG headquarters and members were
left to make their choice(s).
Being an Ambassador student in Big

‘An anonymous supporter printed a poster
last month advertising my latest book and attached
it to the wall of Buckingham Palace.’
German publisher Kopp Verlag has
translated and published the ParisLondon-connection book.
An anonymous supporter printed a
poster last month advertising my latest
book, How They Murdered Princess Diana, and attached it to the wall of Buckingham Palace.
John Morgan
Brisbane, Australia
Reply to Bill Hawkins
I read with great interest the article
“Christ Keeps Passover with the Jews”
by Bill Hawkins on page 17 of the
March 31, 2015, issue (No. 171).
Over the years I’ve noticed that for
some strange reason people feel they
must opine on the Passover.
Mr. Hawkins states that “since Christ
was obligated to follow God’s instruc-

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-4886603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
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tions, and this is clearly an
applicable instruction, not a
tradition, then He had to
have done exactly as
God’s Word said to do
or he would have
failed in His mission!
He would have relied on
the priests to oversee the
sacrifice in the temple, and
the blood would have been
sprinkled as required.”
First, Christ did not fail in
His mission. Paul wrote to
the churches of Galatia and
indicated that he “did not
immediately . . . go up to Jerusalem” following his calling to Christ (Galatians
1:16).
Rather, he went to Arabia, back to
Damascus, and then after three years he
went up to Jerusalem (1:17-18). Paul
spent time with Jesus Christ.
Paul would later write in 1 Corinthians
11:23, “For I have received of the Lord.”
These words imply that Paul had a
direct revelation from Christ of the words
and facts he now recalls that took place
on that memorable and solemn occasion.
The whole structure of the passage
seems to imply that what follows had
been received by Paul directly from
Christ and that he is not appealing to a
well-known tradition, in which case he
would not have used the singular “I
received.”
So we have it from a good source that
“the Lord Jesus the same night in which
He was betrayed took bread” and took
the cup instituting the New Testament
symbols for the Passover service.
I believe that both Paul and the Gospel writers reveal that Jesus Christ ate
the Passover in the evening portion of
the 14th day of the first month.
My point is that we have biblical evidence as to what transpired that “night
in which He was betrayed.”

We don’t have too many passages in
the New Testament indicating how the
church is to conduct services. There is
only a reference that Paul preached once
until midnight (Acts 20:7-9).
Obviously, I don’t think church services should be conducted until midnight.
We don’t have too many passages in
the Old Testament indicating how to
conduct church services either. There is
a reference that Ezra read from the book
of the law from morning until midday
on the first day of the seventh month
(Day of Trumpets) (Nehemiah 8:1-8).
However, there is one example in the
New Testament of an important service
conducted by Jesus Himself.
That service is the Passover service.
Christ instituted the foot-washing, partaking of the bread and partaking of the
wine with His disciples. After the service was over, they sang a hymn.
Christ set us an example on what to
do, what to say, when to say it and how
to do it. The church has followed that
pattern for decades.
John Warren, in his series of history
articles in THE JOURNAL, brings up that
the WCG intended to follow a different
pattern (“Upheaval Was a Big Part of
WCG History in East Texas”).
On Thursday, April 13, 1995, Dr.
Doug Winnail and Dave Havir conducted a proper Passover service.
Back to Mr. Hawkins’ article. Any
other form of conducting the Passover
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Sandy at that time, I was both a witness
and direct participant in those momentous events.
Back in those days I began to keep a
diary (in my native tongue) because I
felt the truth about apostasy unraveling
before my eyes must not be forgotten.
My diary was written from a perspective of a student who strove to establish
and maintain contacts with those few
students who did not embrace doctrinal
changes leading God’s people to the fold
of mainstream Christianity.
There are details which I couldn’t
know at that time, but now I find them
10 years later. Those details are invaluable because they testify of the longexisting plan to subvert the teachings of
the Bible and replace them with the antinomian theology.
After my departure from apostate AU,
I translated my diary to English and
mailed the translation to Dixon Cartwright, who wanted to print it in this
newspaper. The mail was never delivered
to my friend and former AC instructor in
mass communications, which prevented
God’s people far and wide from reading
a firsthand testimony on how doctrinal
turmoil affected those students who
wanted to stay loyal to biblical doctrines.
During the last Feast of Tabernacles I
added footnotes in my diary for those
who have never attended AC and presented a 60-page testimony in Serbian to
individuals interested in traditional
teachings of the Church of God.
As they have never been part of the
Church of God, nor could they be witnesses to the great falling away in the
20th century, I wanted them to be aware
of fulfilled prophecies in 2 Thessalonians 2 and other scriptures.
Among other things the diary testifies
of the 1995 traditional Passover service
we held in the Mischnicks’ warehouse.
After 10 years my understanding of those
eventful months has been now completed with the publication of your article.
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In spite of those traumatic months, I
share the fond memories of Ambassador
with all those who survived the Tkachian apostasy ordeals. As our Savior
has promised, the gates of death shall
not prevail against God’s church and
God’s truth.
Sasha Veljic
Novi Sad, Serbia
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Columns and commentary

United Pilgrim Crusade based on old WCG
The writer is a longtime Church of
God member and retired newspaper
editor and reporter.
By Mac Overton
IG SANDY, Texas—Since my
retirement last July after spending almost all of my life in
newspaper work, my insomnia has
gotten worse.
It does help matters that I no longer
have to get up and meet a daily schedule. But it leaves me with a lot of time
in the middle of the night when I don’t
feel quite up to Bible study or reading.
To pass the time I subscribe to one
of those Internet services that let you
watch moldy old TV shows. In my
case it’s the Hulu app, although there
are others.
Some are free. For others there is a
small monthly fee. With the free ones
you have to watch ads, just like on
commercial TV.

B

Favorite show
This has given me access to some
of the shows I never got enough of in
the late 1970s and early 1980s. One of
my favorites is Lou Grant, a drama
about the city editor of the fictional
Los Angeles Tribune.
I have worked on both small and
large dailies, small and medium-sized
weeklies and biweeklies, three different monthly church newspapers (all in
the Church of God tradition) and have
contributed to many, many other publications and books.
So I identify with Lou Grant. While
quaint (the reporters and editors on
that show use electric typewriters and

darkrooms and pay phones—it’s set in
the early 1980s—instead of computers and digital cameras and cell
phones), the interaction of the reporters and editors and their differing personalities is familiar.
A journalism
professor at the
University of
Texas at Tyler,
where I got my
master ’s, predicted the show
wouldn’t last “because it’s too
good.” Still,
Mac Overton
i t went on for
several seasons.
Echoes of the church
Last night was a trip down memory
lane for me. THE JOURNAL in March
reported that the old WCG had influenced a book by the late novelist Terry
Pratchett.
Lou Grant, season 3, episode 4,
broadcast in 1979, deliberately or accidentally brought back memories of
what us old-timers in the church (I
just turned 65 and was baptized 43
years ago; I never thought I’d be an
old-timer”) remember as the “receivership crisis” of the late 1970s and
early 1980s.
The episode, titled “Charlatan,” starring Ed Asner, who plays newspaperman Lou Grant, deals with a fundamentalist-Christian ministry based in
Rosemead, Calif., noted for its beautifully landscaped campus and extensive expensive art collection, as well

as a grand auditorium, among other
things.
I won’t overly delve into the plot
but will point out interesting parallels
that indicate where the episode’s writers may have gotten their inspiration:
headlines in L.A.-area newspapers of
the time.
Headquartered in Rosemead
The church in the Lou Grant episode, which has congregations and
missions around the world, was the
United Pilgrim Crusade, founded in
1948 by recent Bible-school graduate
Thomas Chamberlain, who was personally “chosen by God to bring a
new doctrine into the world” in the
wake of the devastation and despair of
World War II.
In 1958 Dr. Chamberlain moves to
Rosemead and establishes the first
United Pilgrim Church.
It gains thousands of followers
around the world and brings in millions of dollars, “nutrition for new disciples.”
Too many questions
Joe Rossi, intrepid reporter for the
Tribune, notices that some names of
founders of the campus have been
removed from a dedicatory plaque.
Through contacts he finds a husband and wife who were kicked out of
the church because the wife, when she
edited the church magazine, began
noticing discrepancies and asking too
many questions about church income
and expenses.
For example, moneys supposed to
See APPARENTLY, page 8

Do you have the habit of failing forward?
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.

realize we should accept God’s forgiveness and seek to change our
behavior.

By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—A while
back I was preparing a sermon
with the goal of helping people
to deal with the mistakes in our lives.
The purpose of my sermon was to
help my friends deal with failure.
Sometimes the failure is sin. At other
times the failure is only a mistake.
Sometimes believers have a problem thinking they are better than everyone else.
One bad side of religion tends to
influence people to puff up their own
actions and view other sinners with
contempt (read Luke 18:9-14).
At other times believers remain trapped in the quicksand
of their own sins. They let
failure stymie their growth.

Helpful book
I found material in a book titled
Failing Forward (copyright 2000) by
author John C. Maxwell to be helpful
in our efforts to change our behavior. I thought I would share some
of the information with you.
Dr. Maxwell is founder of The
Injoy Group, which is described as
“organizations dedicated to helping
people maximize their personal and
leadership potential.”
Each year he speaks in person to
more than 250,000 people. But he has
influenced more than a million people through his tapes and books. He is
the author of more than 20
books.
In the inside cover of
Failing Forward Dr.
Maxwell writes:
“I want to help you
learn how to confidently look the prospect of
failure in the eye and
move forward anyway. Because, in life,
the question is not if you
will have problems, but how you
are going to deal with them. Stop failing backward and start failing forward!”

B

All have sinned
Have you ever made a list
of the sins committed by the
people in the Bible who are
described as faithful?
The list would be too
long to print in this short
article. Consider just a few:
Noah (who was previously saved
from the Flood) got drunk (Genesis
9:21).
Abraham (who is lauded for his
faith) laughed at God’s words (Genesis 17:17).
Sarah (who is also listed in the
faith chapter, Hebrews 11) later also
laughed at God’s words (Genesis
18:12). And then she denied laughing
(verse 15).
And the list goes on and on.
I don’t cite examples like these to
encourage people to sin. But I do
mention these examples to remind
you that the pillars in the Bible were
sinners—just like me and you.
We realize that God expects us to
repent. When we read John 8:11 we

15 steps
Dr. Maxwell spends the rest of the
book describing “15 steps to failing
forward.”
Here are the 15 steps:
Realize there is one major difference between average people and
achieving people.
Learn a new definition of failure.
Remove the “you” from failure.
Take action and reduce your
fear.
Change your response to failure
by accepting responsibility.

Don’t let failure from outside
get inside you.
Say good-bye to yesterday.
Change yourself and your world
changes.
Get over yourself and start giving yourself.
Find the benefit in every bad experience.
If at first you do succeed, try
something harder.
Learn from a bad experience
and make it a good experience.
Work on the weakness that weakens you.
Understand there’s not much
difference between failure and success.
Get up, get over it, get going.
I hope this list of steps interests
you enough to influence you to buy
or borrow Dr. Maxwell’s book. His
support information for these steps
could help you fail forward.
Treasure in you
The beauty of being a believer is
that we don’t have to rely solely on
valuable information we learn from
others. We also have access to the
great God of the universe.
We believe that our Father allows
us to stumble and is ready with an
outstretched hand to help us (Psalm
37:23-24).
We believe that we as believers
may fall, but we have the opportunity
to rise again (Proverbs 24:16).
And, if we believe that we have the
power of God within us, we can accept Paul’s description of life in 2
Corinthians 4:7-8.
He wrote: “We are troubled on every side, yet not distressed. We are
perplexed, but not in despair. We are
persecuted, but not forsaken. We are
cast down, but not destroyed.”
Good information and the power
of God help us to deal with our sins
and with our mistakes.
With God’s help we can fail
forward.

If God is your copilot, it might be
a good idea to trade places.

Is believing same as knowing?
The writer is a longtime reader
and contributor to the letters section
of THE JOURNAL. Mr. Griffith continues the discussion of the Bible canon
that began in this newspaper in issue No. 146 (dated Dec. 20, 2011).
By Phillip L. Griffith
ELIGHT, Ark.—Mike Baran introduces more thoughts
into the canon discussion on
page 3 of JOURNAL issue 171 (dated
March 31, 2015).
(Mr. Baran’s article was headlined “Why Believe? And What’s
the Canon Have to Do With It?”)
Is believing the same as knowing? Moreover, is it wrong to doubt
that someone is as well informed as
he says he is?
The statement that someone
knows the canon is the Word of God
or the inerrant Word of God is so
weak that any casual observer can
see the speaker only believes (rather
than knows) it at best.
Is Scripture the same as canon?
Different people at different times
have had different canons and differ-

D

ent scriptures. What I suggest is the
Word of God is not so simple a concept that we
can accurately
claim it is
wrapped neatly
in a canon package and delivered to us with
a ribbon on it.
Interestingly, we all start
in on the canon
with one scripPhillip Griffith
ture and build
or tear down from there.
I thought I might give a few examples of what I believe are good
starting places: Micah 6:8; Matthew
5:48; 7:12; James 3:2. There are so
many good ones even children should
be able to come up with others.
Believing has no value if it is
not relevant to what we are doing,
and knowledge is the same in that
respect.
Therefore it would all seem to be
about what we are doing with what
we have been given.

Keep score on the Sabbath?
The writer is an independent
Church of God member. He is married and has two natural children
and two stepchildren. His family enjoys the fellowship at the Church of
God Big Sandy and the Church of
God International in Tyler.
By Wesley Worthen
YLER, Texas—Many times I
have witnessed the discussion
of persons who are concerned
about how the Sabbath is kept.
As most of us are aware, the Sabbath was given to us at the beginning of creation. God sanctified
and blessed the day as holy and rested for that day even though He did
not necessarily need rest. Being a
spirit, He was setting the example
for us to follow.
We are to hold the Sabbath apart
from the other six days. Further
clarified is the account given to the
Israelites, where six days were there
for them to do work but on the seventh they should do no work.
So some argue that those who use
the day to play a ball game or to
swim or do another recreational activity, are breaking the Sabbath—
because exercising and playing
games are certainly not resting.
So how is it that some of the
same persons condemning such activities are forcing persons to work
for and serve them because they
want to have a meal prepared for
them on the Sabbath?

T

Is there a difference between someone competing for the enjoyment of
displaying a skill and someone eating at a restaurant?
You are paying someone to serve
you, to cook
your food, and
paying others
to keep the restaurant open
on the Sabbath.
Why is the
Sabbath so sacred on one
hand but ignored on the
other?
Wesley Worthen
Yo u may be
critical of others who disagree with
your view while you may be even
more at fault than they are!
If we find error, it should be in
ourselves or our children, and we
should work to correct that with
action and prayer.
If we feel our brother is breaking
the Sabbath, we should go to him.
You may not agree with him, but
you can hear how he feels, and each
learns from the other’s ideals.
Prayer is also a great tool. However, I must caution you not pray for
someone else to change. Pray for
what God wants and what He desires.
God decides what is right and
wrong. The Sabbath wrongs we perceive may not matter as much as we
think.
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Was there ever a WCG doctrinal agenda? If so, whose was it?
Continued from page 1

be converted in this age, (10) those not
called in this age will be given a chance
for salvation through the Great White
Throne Judgment, (11) Christ and the
resurrected saints will rule on earth for
1,000 years, (12) the Holy Spirit coming into us only begets us and opens
our minds to spiritual understanding,
(13) Christians are begotten rather than
“born again,” (14) the identity of modern Israel, which is understood to be
(15) a principal key to understanding
prophecy, (16) the annual festivals, (17)
the authority of the Jewish calendar
and (18) second and third tithe.
In spite of Mr. Tkach’s vigorous endorsement of Mr. Armstrong’s “18 restored truths,” within a year of his predecessor’s death a handful of thenhigh-ranking WCG ministers and others close to Mr. Tkach and his administrative staff were beginning to voice
concerns about the depth of Mr.
Tkach’s commitment to the “18 truths.”
Concerned in 1987
Donald Ward, until 1995 president
of Ambassador University, said he
was first worried about doctrine as
early as 1987.
Dr. Ward, who at the time was a
member of the WCG’s doctrinal committee, said Mike Feazell, Mr. Tkach’s
administrative assistant, would periodically make “enigmatic comments
that led you to believe his theological
underpinnings dramatically differed
from those of Herbert Armstrong.”
Leon Walker, a member of the
WCG’s advisory council of elders at
the time of Mr. Armstrong’s death,
also said he had reservations early on.
“I remember one time in the late
’80s—I don’t recall the precise time—
Mike [Feazell, Mr. Tkach’s assistant
and considered by insiders to be one of
the chief architects of the WCG’s doctrinal changes] said, ‘God doesn’t have
to have a thumb,’ ” Mr. Walker said.
“I was puzzled at the comment, not
sure at the time what he was referring
to. But, as the nature-of-God discussions unfolded, I realized what he was
driving at.”
Both Mr. Walker and Dr. Ward said
that at first there were just hints dropped
here and there by: Mr. Feazell; Joe
Tkach Jr., director of the U.S. ministry
and later director of the entire ministry; and Greg Albrecht, editor of The
Plain Truth, the old WCG’s flagship
magazine.
In the aftermath of the departure of
thousands of members from the WCG
in 1995 (the WCG would change its
name to Grace Communion International in 2009), more and more former
insiders were talking about what appeared to be an agenda for doctrinal
change that dated back at least to the
time of Mr. Armstrong’s death.
But was there an agenda?
A large percentage of WCG ministers and other members were supportive of early changes introduced by the
Tkach administration.
After the death of Mr. Armstrong
Mr. Tkach changed a number of Mr.
Armstrong’s teachings, including reversing his decision to close the Big

Sandy campus of Ambassador College, reversing the decision banning
women’s cosmetics, redefining the
church’s role in preaching the gospel
of Jesus Christ, advocating a less
judgmental attitude toward other
churches and overturning Mr. Armstrong’s prohibition against voting and
celebrating birthdays.
Seemingly, Mr. Tkach
enjoyed a four- or
five-year honeymoon
period with most ministers and other members.
But by the early
1990s there were increasing hints of
change, and many
ministers and a
small percentage of other
WCG members began
thinking: I
wonder if
there is a
doctrinal
agenda.
As time passed, the
concern became: I wonder what the
agenda is.
Then the question was refined to: I
wonder whose agenda it is.
Lead a cult to Christ
Growing numbers of ministers and
lay members began to conclude that
there was indeed a clear agenda to
reform the WCG into a mainstream
Protestant organization, or to “lead a
cult to Christ,” as some characterized
the goal of top WCG leaders.
Until late 1994 many top WCG
ministers, some of whom in 1995
were still in the WCG, told friends and
concerned brethren that the apparent
move to Protestantism was the work
of the younger Mr. Tkach, Mr. Albrecht and Mr. Feazell and not the
elder Mr. Tkach.
Most held to the belief that the elder
Mr. Tkach did not personally believe
the doctrines espoused by his advisers.
They pointed to the fact that most

temporarily deceived.
Back on track
Some top WCG ministers who
didn’t accept the new WCG doctrines
remained confident that Mr. Tkach
would shortly see the error of the new
teachings and set the WCG back on
the right track, as they perceived the elder Mr.
Armstrong had done
in the late 1970s.
However, by December 1994 Mr.
Tkach was claiming
that the radically
different doctrinal
foundation being laid
by the WCG w a s h i s
idea.
Further,
he told
s o m e
people
that
he had
b e lieved
in the triune nature
of God for decades, dating to a time
well before Mr. Armstrong’s death.
Mr. Tkach, through his statements,
raised the question as to whether he
had hidden his beliefs from Mr.
Armstrong in order to be named as his
successor.
HWA kept changing his mind
Mr. Walker, who until April 1995
was the director of the WCG’s Spanish work, was on the WCG’s advisory
council of elders at the time of Mr.
Armstrong’s death.
Mr. Walker, a 1960 graduate of Ambassador College, has been an elder
since 1963 and was ordained a WCG
evangelist in 1981. He said that shortly before Mr. Armstrong’s death the
WCG pastor general was undecided
about who to name as his successor.
“One day he’d be leaning toward
Mr. [Leroy] Neff [who died in 2014].
Another day he might be leaning toward someone else,” Mr. Walker said.

working as a graduate student on a
college archaeological project in Israel
in 1985.
At APU with Mike and Greg
Dr. Walburn, a 1983 Ambassador
College graduate and later an “ethical
monotheist” (a believer in New Testament writings and the plan of God as
revealed through the Sabbath and holy
days from a Jewish perspective), said
he also received a degree from Azusa
Pacific University.
“I attended there for my master’s
degree,” he said. “I was there while
[Mike] Feazell was there. Greg Albrecht was also a student there but at
an earlier time. Frankly, it’s a very
good school for its purpose, which is
[to promote] Protestant [views and interpretation of Scripture].”
(An Azusa Pacific spokesman described the school as “interdenominational,” not sponsored by a particular
church but “evangelical from a Wesleyan Methodist perspective.”)
Dr. Walburn said Mr. Feazell and
others from the WCG and Ambassador College went through the theology
program at APU “and bought into it.”
Dr. Walburn had studied integrative
psychology at Azusa Pacific, “which I
filtered through the law of God. I
wanted the biblical perspective.”
By 1988 he was doing research into
what would happen to the WCG in
terms of income and membership if
major doctrines were tampered with.
“I knew changes were coming,” he
said. “We were researching effects of
changes in the Sabbath and holy days,
clean and unclean meats and others.
“My theory was that, because of
Mr. Armstrong’s death, income would
drop off 20 percent. We were projecting five years in advance and anticipated a cumulative 3 to 4 percent drop
every year. This was equivalent to approximately $30 million over a fiveyear period.”
Comparing zip codes
Dr. Walburn said that “the first
thing I did was to ask for a list of the
complete membership. I would take

A researcher and analyst working with The Plain
Truth said he did research into possible Worldwide
Church of God doctrinal changes in 1987.
of the articles in WCG publications
appearing over Mr. Tkach’s signature
were ghost-written. They wondered if
Mr. Tkach actually understood what
was being disseminated to the church
in his name.
Those who continued to support
Mr. Tkach personally said they saw
parallels with Herbert Armstrong and
his claims that he was misled by his
son, Garner Ted, about doctrinal matters, notably in Systematic Theology
Project, a book the church wrote and
distributed to its ministry in 1978.
Those with questions about the
overall direction of the church were
assured by its leadership that Christ
was still ruling the church, perhaps
allowing the senior Mr. Tkach to be
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“Mr. Armstrong later told me that
he was choosing Mr. Tkach based on
his strength, firmness and dogged determination in the receivership crisis of
1979. He said to me, and this is a direct
quote, ‘One thing I know about Mr.
Tkach: He will not change doctrine.’ ”
Clearly an agenda
Although exactly who was involved in orchestrating the mid-1990s
massive doctrinal shifts in the WCG
remains uncertain, it became clear
there was an agenda for change.
A Nebraska-based researcher who
is a former member of the Worldwide
Church of God said he did research
into possible WCG doctrinal changes
in 1987.
Greg Walburn, Ph.D., a theologian
and psychotherapist who in 1995 operated the Institute for Ethical Monotheistic Studies in Fairbury, Neb., said
he helped conduct industrial-market
research as a circulation analyst for
The Plain Truth in the mid-1980s.
“We did market studies using psychographics, geographics and demographics,” Dr. Walburn said. “It was
the first scientific study done of PT
subscribers.”
In a telephone interview with In
Transition, Dr. Walburn said analyses
were also made of correspondencecourse students, coworkers and tithe
payers.
“We examined areas of deepest
penetration and looked at age-groups
involved.”
The researcher said he ended up in
the position because he became acquainted with Roger Lippross, then
Plain Truth production director, while

the zip codes and compare them to the
U.S. census, which is the most detailed demographic study done.
“We were looking for statistical
trends, not names or addresses of any
PT subscribers or church members. All
research was done with strict confidentiality and anonymity maintained.
“We were trying to determine who
our members were, and where they
came from, by their source. That is,
did they become members-readers of
The Plain Truth through the telecast,
through other members, through coworkers, the newsstand, friends, relatives—what?”
He and other researchers “went
back in time” to examine “conversion
factors”: How do new subscribers
convert to primes [renewals] to coworkers to members?” He said they
discovered “a substantial correlation.”
No central figure for coworkers
He said the statistical analyses of
the reasons for a drop in church income showed that, after Mr. Armstrong’s death, on Jan. 16, 1986,
“there was no central figure for coworkers to identify with.” He said
that, at the time, coworkers provided
20 percent of the church’s income.
He added that an age analysis of
coworkers showed them to be “older,”
and that “they did not identify with the
younger presenters” who assumed
The World Tomorrow TV broadcast
after Mr. Armstrong’s death.”
Dr. Walburn said he and his colleagues helped develop a “very specific
letter for the coworkers” as part of Plain
Truth subscriber development to “let
them feel involved—that they count.”

He said the average donation from
coworkers was $80 to $90 a year.
Projections, he said, showed “a downward trend.”
“We needed to know how church
leadership could counter” the trend, explained Dr. Walburn. “The answer? Let
the coworkers believe there wouldn’t
be great changes in the organization
upon the death of Mr. Armstrong.
“We wanted to see how we could
serve the coworkers’ spiritual and
emotional needs. When Mr. Armstrong died, it was as if a close family
member had died.
“We knew the coworkers were feeling the loss in the same way we the
members were. There was no doubt in
our minds that the coworkers were
wondering what would happen to the
Worldwide Church of God in the coming years. We all were.
What-if games
“We played what-if games all the
time and put them in the computer
model and ran it,” and a regressive
analysis showed the models accurately correlated with unfolding events.
“As a word to the wise for those of
you in United, if you think you’ll be
around for any length of time—for
example, 50 years—keep good records. That’s the key to good research.”
He said he had made personal
“prophecies” in 1991 to a friend about
the doctrinal changes coming in the
WCG, which culminated in early
1995 with sweeping alterations in
basic church doctrine.
“My prophecies were based on
knowing the personalities in charge,”
he said, mentioning he was not impressed with their cognitive skills.
Meeting Dr. Merritt
One of those he revealed the information to was John Merritt, a church
member and medical doctor from
Southern California and a regent of
Ambassador University in Big Sandy
in the ’90s. Dr. Walburn and Dr. Merritt first met at the Feast of Tabernacles
in 1991.
“I first met Dr. Walburn on the Last
Great Day of the 1991 Feast of Tabernacles in Norfolk, Va.,” Dr. Merritt
told In Transition. “My wife and I just
happened to meet him in the lunch
line at a Holiday Inn there.
“He was just moving from Pasadena at that time, and we struck up a
conversation. He joined my family for
lunch. He was inquiring about Ambassador, and things like that.
“I asked [Dr. Walburn] what he
did,” Dr. Merritt said. “He told us he’d
been gathering statistics for the church
and completing his Ph.D. at the same
time, and then we asked about the statistical work.”
Dr. Walburn related to the Merritts
“the changes that were planned for the
church,” Dr. Merritt said, “and he listed out the plans for the next five years.
We didn’t have any idea whether he
was believable or not, and in fact I
later contacted WCG headquarters
and reported him for spreading dissident information.
“Dr. Herman Hoeh [who died in
2004] was the one I reported him to.
“I didn’t hear any more from Dr.
Walburn until we met online [via Email] just before the Jubilee ’95 conference.” (Jubilee ’95 was a seminar
sponsored by Dr. Merritt and others
May 28-29, 1995, at Dana Point, Calif.
See In Transition, June 23, 1995.)
“My wife remembered the name,
and I remembered who he was. Then
we talked about what he’s doing now
and invited him like we invited almost
everybody to come and attend the
conference.”
The Trinity formula
Concerning radical doctrinal changes, Dr. Merritt said Dr. Walburn “first
mentioned that there was going to be a
change in the born-again doctrine.
We’d heard that already, but then he
mentioned there would be a change in
the nature-of-God understanding.
“He also said that the church would
See MR. FEAZELL, page 5
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Mr. Feazell was warm, friendly and remarkably candid in ’92
Continued from page 4

adopt the Trinity formula.
“We laughed at that. My wife
asked him who he was, and he said,
‘Just consider me your angel.’
“My wife said, ‘That would not
have been my first guess.’
“Then he told about the plans for
going to voluntary Sabbath and voluntary holy-day observance and voluntary tithing, and then he mentioned
introduction of Christmas and Easter
and eventually moving to a Sunday
worship.
“Later, when we would see these
things about to happen and someone
would say, ‘How do you know?’ we
would jokingly say our angel had told
us. But he literally did outline for us
ahead of time what was going to happen, and it was helpful for us because
then we weren’t surprised after the
first round or two.”
Can’t make up this stuff
When the Merritts subsequently
heard of plans for more major doctrinal changes from other sources in
Pasadena, “then we realized that they
[the sources] weren’t just making up
this stuff.”
Dr. Walburn said that, as early as
1988, it was “informal knowledge”
among some WCG staffers in Pasadena that “Joe Tkach Jr. said that he
was willing to lose up to 50 percent of
the church membership to get major
doctrinal changes through.
“We felt a 50 percent drop in membership was conceivable, although
not necessarily acceptable, after all
the doctrinal changes were in place.”
When literature that had been a staple of the church’s evangelistic efforts
was taken out of print, Dr. Walburn
said he and his associates knew “the
handwriting was on the wall.”
“We knew we were in trouble
when they withdrew Mystery of the
Ages [ostensibly] over two or three
wrong sentences and United States
and the British Commonwealth in
Prophecy,” he said.
“The Tkaches were responsible for
a $200-million-a-year organization,
which in 1986 was doing great things
in the lives of millions of people via
the message that was revealed to Mr.
Armstrong by God in the 1920s.
“The Tkaches were willing to destroy that work, down to $30 million
to $40 million a year, for what? In the
name of New Covenant Christianity.
One thing leads to another
“Once you accept the tenets that a
Christian is no longer under bondage
of the law of God,” said Dr. Walburn,
“you have to do away with the great
principles of the holy days, the Sabbath, kosher laws, even the concepts
of sin and repentance from sin.
“In other words, stop being Jewish
and join us in our Christian heritage of
freedom from anything Jewish. Remember the Christian community has
a long-standing hatred of the Jews.
“You must then accept the Trinity,
the concept that the family of God is a
closed unit, and you must not adhere
doctrinally to the need to observe the
holy days or Sabbath. Otherwise you
will offend the Christian community.
“Ultimately the question is, ‘What
will you do to be accepted by mainstream Christianity?’ ”
Mr. Feazell outlines beliefs
Steve Sheppherd, 43 years old in
1995, served as pastor of the WCG’s
Elkhart, Ind., congregation from December 1990 until March 1995, when
he resigned and later joined the UCG.
He talked with In Transition on
three occasions in 1995 about conversations he’d had in 1992 with Mr.
Feazell concerning Mr. Feazell’s doctrinal views.
That year Mr. Sheppherd attended
the WCG’s Feast of Tabernacles at
the Wisconsin Dells, Wis., site.
During the festival he had a twohour dinner at a restaurant with his

wife, Lori Jo, their two children and
Mike and Vicky Feazell and their two
children.
After leaving the restaurant Mr.
Sheppherd said the Feazells invited
him and his family to
their lodgings, where
they talked for another
hour and a half to two
hours.
During the conversation Mr. Feazell said he
did not agree with many
of the fundamental concepts taught by Mr. Armstrong.
Mr. Sheppherd said he
was “absolutely stunned”
to learn about Mr. Feazell’s personal doctrinal
beliefs.

“I was probably better prepared for
my conversation with Mike since I
had a heated conversation about the
U.S. and B.C. [British Commonwealth] in Prophecy with Greg Al-

will be offered, but we know God is
fair and will work it out. We’re just
not sure how.”
Concerning continued observance
of the Feast of Tabernacles, Mr. Fea-

THREE PASTORS GENERAL—Grace Com- wide Church of God in 1968. Center photo:
Please in ’92
munion International has had three pastors Joseph Tkach Sr. pastored the WCG from 1986
“I hadn’t heard any of general since its founding more than 80 years (when Mr. Armstrong died) until his own death,
this stuff before,” he said. ago. Left photo: Herbert W. Armstrong found- in 1995. Right photo: Joseph Tkach Jr. has
“I believed what I had ed the Radio Church of God in 1927 or 1934 pastored the church (which he renamed Grace
on which source you prefer to cite). Communion International in 2009) since his
been taught just a few (depending
He changed the name of his ministry to World- father’s death, in 1995.
years earlier at Ambassador College.
“Actually, in 1992 I was very pleased brecht in the spring of 1992. Greg zell said “all churches need convenwith the general direction the church stayed with us at our home at Pass- tions, and the Feast of Tabernacles is
was heading. I loved seeing us be less over time.
as good as any time to get together.”
judgmental and more open to others.
“Greg was trying to tell me there
The WCG has not preached
But I also had a general sense not all was nothing to the United States and the gospel. “The gospel is being
was well.”
British Commonwealth in prophecy preached without us, and it’s time for
At that time Mr. Sheppherd had just scenario outlined by Mr. Armstrong. us to join in.”
become a church pastor, after leaving Greg said Mr. Armstrong had plagiaMr. Sheppherd said this statement
a successful $2 million business in rized the U.S.-B.C. theory, and it was especially stunned him. Mr. Feazell
Bend, Ore., at age 33 to attend Am- an irrelevant theory.
also said, “God can still use us even if
bassador College, Pasadena.
“So I had learned from my en- we’re not the only true church. That
He attended from 1985 to 1987 and counter with Greg, and I was much would make us more mature than
served as associate pastor of the Pitts- more controlled with Mike. I wanted them because they [other churches]
burgh, Pa., congregation before as- to learn firsthand what he believed. can’t accept that.”
suming his first pastorate in Indiana.
As a new minister, it was important
Concerning other churches, Mr.
“Here I was as a new pastor filled for me to understand what the top Feazell said: “God is working with
with enthusiasm and 100 percent be- guys in Pasadena were thinking.
different churches, and on nonsalvahind headquarters,” Mr. Sheppherd
“It was all very open. Greg got hot tion issues we will need to overlook
said. “All of a sudden I hear about all under the collar,” Mr. Sheppherd said [them].”
The book of Revelation is not
of Mike’s personal beliefs, and I was of his earlier encounter with Mr. Alblown away.”
brecht. “But Mike was very cool prophetic. Mr. Feazell said “we cannot understand Revelation,” includabout it all.”
Took accurate notes
ing Revelation 2 and 3. “It is filled
with wild metaphor.”
The almost four hours of conversa- Tom Damour verified
Mr. Sheppherd then asked what is
tion left such an impression on Mr.
To further substantiate the accuracy
Sheppherd that, upon leaving the of Mr. Sheppherd’s story, In Transition the purpose of the book of ReveFeazells, he immediately returned to contacted Tom Damour, who at that lation. Mr. Feazell said it was written
his room and made notes about the time had recently pastored the Cham- to tell all Christianity to hang on,
conversation.
paign and Springfield, Ill., congrega- “that it will all work out.”
During his third conversation with tions of the WCG.
Concerning the traditional WCG

‘The gospel is being preached without us, and it’s time
for us to join in,’ Mr. Feazell was quoted as saying in 1992.
In Transition Mr. Sheppherd referred
to his notes and read extensively
from them.
“I took the notes for my own benefit, not for any other purpose at the
time,” Mr. Sheppherd said.
As Mr. Sheppherd recounted the
conversation, reading from his notes,
he said he was sure his recollections
were extremely accurate.
“I know the value of taking notes
as quickly after an event as possible,
and I began these notes within a half
hour of the end of the conversation.”
Mr. Sheppherd said that, since he
went to college as an older student, he
was concerned about making good
grades, so he refined his note-taking
system.
“I took notes in class. Then when
the class dismissed I remain seated
and fleshed out my notes with a different-colored pen. Then that evening
when I got home I used a third color
to add more details. The process
worked well for me.”
Warm, friendly, remarkably candid
Mr. Sheppherd said Mr. Feazell was
remarkably candid.
“I didn’t argue with Mike about
anything. He was warm and friendly.
I want to make it perfectly clear that
Mr. Feazell never indicated that he
had an agenda or was trying to
change the church. In fact, I like
Mike. He’s very bright and was enjoyable to talk to.

Mr. Sheppherd said he had recounted his conversation with Mr. Feazell
in detail to Mr. Damour, who is Mr.
Sheppherd’s stepbrother, a few days
after the 1992 Feast of Tabernacles.
Mr. Damour verified that Mr. Sheppherd told him in detail of his conversation with Mr. Feazell. Mr. Damour
said he clearly remembered the conversation with Mr. Sheppherd since it
was so shocking to both men. Mr. Damour in 1995 was a UCG pastor.
Mr. Sheppherd said he also told his
elders in the Elkhart congregation of
the conversation.
Lori Jo Sheppherd also verified the
general account, explaining she was
not a party to all the conversations
because she and Mrs. Feazell were
sometimes engaged in a different
conversation.
Highlights of conversation
Reading from his notes, which he
had organized by doctrinal topic
rather than chronologically, Mr. Sheppherd recounted highlights of the evening’s conversation.
Where direct quotes are indicated,
they represent quotes attributed directly to Mr. Feazell in Mr. Sheppherd’s 1992 notes:
The Feast of Tabernacles does
not picture part of the plan of God.
Mr. Feazell said there is no New Testament command to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles.
“We don’t know how salvation

teaching that Jesus will return to earth
and establish His government, Mr.
Feazell said, “The advent won’t occur
like we thought.”
The English-speaking countries
and democracies of Western Europe are not descended from Israel.
Mr. Sheppherd said Mr. Feazell repeated many of the phrases used by
Mr. Albrecht six months earlier. Neither believed there is validity to
Anglo-Israelism.
Consequently, Mr. Feazell said, “the
church has replaced Israel. Why would
there only be a few survivors of one
nation in the world tomorrow?”
He also said “physical blessings
don’t count if they are given 4,000
years later.”
The WCG cannot trace its
roots to the 1st century. Mr. Feazell
said you “can’t trace our [WCG]
roots back through the ages, just back
to the Seventh-day Adventists and
Seventh Day Baptists.”
The law of God is done away.
Mr. Feazell said that in the New Testament all Christians have to do is
“just believe.” He said that in the
example in the book of Acts there was
no mention of law-keeping or Sabbath-keeping when the 3,000 were
baptized at one time.
Mr. Sheppherd asked if the fruit of
keeping God’s law was good.
“There were no locks in Nazi Germany,” Mr. Feazell said.
Mr. Sheppherd took that answer to

imply that there was a parallel between the law of God and the tyranny
of Nazism.
The old-line ministers won’t
teach the revised material. Mr.
Sheppherd said he asked Mr. Feazell
how many of the most-senior ministers would go along with his personal
beliefs.
Mr. Feazell said that WCG leaders
in Pasadena were having difficulty
with the old-line ministers, notably
Roderick Meredith, who later founded the Global Church of God and
Living Church of God but was a WCG
evangelist at the time.
Mr. Feazell said evangelist Herman Hoeh was trying to understand
the new teachings, but that he (Dr.
Hoeh) believed that Mr. Armstrong
was not that far off in his teachings.
Mr. Feazell said that evangelist Ronald Kelly was trying hard to understand the new material.
Mr. Feazell said the senior Mr.
Tkach had told his staff to keep covering the new material in The Pastor
General’s Report, a WCG publication
for elders, including unpaid elders,
and in The Worldwide News, a WCG
member newspaper, because ministers weren’t covering the material.
Mr. Sheppherd said that that “raised
a flag with me since I then realized I
was not the only one having trouble
with the new teachings.”
Up at 4 a.m. for Bible study
Mr. Sheppherd said he was so unnerved by Mr. Feazell’s revelations
about his personal beliefs that he got
up at 4 o’clock the next morning to
study his Bible.
“I wanted to see if I had the right
address.”
Mr. Sheppherd said he coped with
the information he learned from Mr.
Feazell for the next two-plus years by
clinging to the belief that “Mr. Tkach
[senior] wasn’t a party to Greg’s and
Mike’s beliefs.
“I knew something big would
come of all this, that either there was
a conspiracy that would explode or
the church would change drastically.
“I was 100 percent behind Mr. Tkach.
I read from the PGR and tried to support the leadership every chance I got.
“But, when Mr. Tkach declared himself in December 1994, I knew I
would have to leave.”
Imperial banned bell-bottoms
Mr. Sheppherd said he was also
surprised by several tirades both Mr.
and Mrs. Feazell made against hardline ministers who “operated as sheriffs instead of shepherds” and specifically Mr. Feazell’s experiences at Imperial School.
(Imperial School was a WCGoperated elementary through high
school with campuses in Pasadena,
Calif., Big Sandy, Texas, and Bricket
Wood, England.)
“Mike complained bitterly about
being forbidden from wearing bellbottom trousers, wide belts and other
clothing that was stylish when he was
in school.”
Where could it go from there?
While it is clear that there was an
agenda for doctrinal change that had
been unfolding for almost a decade,
there were still many pieces of the
story missing in 1995.
Thoughtful observers wondered
what to expect in the months and
years ahead. In the past, WCG leaders
had dismissed members’ heartfelt
concerns about “Where are we going
with all this?” by responding, “Nothing has really changed.”
Even as WCG members were being told in 1995 there were no plans
for Sunday worship, for example, one
can’t help but wonder if that will
change as well, given the track record
of the present WCG administration.
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Some Church of God brethren expanding spring observance
Continued from page 1

serve only Passover and the first and
last days. Since there is no Bible example of people keeping only the first
and last days of the feast, Herman
Hoeh said this was a “church administrative decision.” That was not a Bible
doctrine, just a church doctrine.
Obviously, when the 12-year-old
Christ and His family observed Unleavened Bread they did not go back
to work in the middle of the feast.
Actually, the Boy Messiah did go to
work during the feast, schooling the
Jewish doctors.
It’s been posited that we should
work during the feast because some
Jews follow that practice, but Christians are usually more comfortable
following the example of Christ rather
than that of the Jews.
Still, most “feast keepers” agree
with that church administrative decision.
The Bible actually mentions people
observing the spring festival season
more than it mentions people keeping
the fall festivals. Therefore, if you’re
going to shorten the spring festival,
shouldn’t you view Tabernacles the
same way?
Which is what some now do.
There are 19 festival days, and
that numbering parallels the famous
19-year cycle, with seven holy days
and 12 common days, including the

Nisan 14 Passover. Skipping the
middle of the Spring Feast takes
away four or five festival days, allowing for the weekly Sabbath that’s
also observed.
If it is spiritually wise to skip those

the first day, go back to work, then
diligently keep the Last Great Day.
That’s exactly the practice some
now follow. They still consider themselves Feast keepers, and they maintain that they do indeed observe the

Since there are no Bible examples
of skipping part of either the spring or
fall feasts, why did these people
decide to extend HWA’s reasoning
and gut Tabernacles?
Because they wanted to.

SPRING FEASTERS—See two articles about
observances of the Spring Feast (Days of Unleavened Bread) beginning on page 1 and continuing on this page. Above left: The First Cen-

tury Church of God, Baltimore, Md., observes the
Spring Feast as a group. (Not shown are photographers Mark Lawrence and Daphne Costley.)
Above right: Margie and Dan White of Hartville,

Mo., think keeping the Spring Feast similar to the
way Tabernacles is traditionally kept makes
sense. [Photos courtesy Beverlie RamocanWoodland and Dan and Margie White]

festival days during Unleavened
Bread, is it not also wise to do the
same with Tabernacles?
Again, the Bible emphasizes the
spring festival season more than the
fall, so if it is good to cut five days
from the more-emphasized Spring
Feast, then logically it has to be spiritually wise to cut five days from the
less-emphasized Fall Feast: Observe

Feast of Tabernacles. They take off
work on the first and last days, and
during that week they doubtless
briefly meditate on the Kingdom of
God once in a while at work.
If what HWA said about the Spring
Feast is right, then it also has to be
correct for the Fall Feast. So they observe both festivals the way HWA
decreed for UB.

That’s it. They did not want to
spend that time with God. They would
rather work than worship.
Which is exactly the same reason
so many people gut Unleavened
Bread. They just don’t want to spend
that time with God. They would rather
work.
However, with society veering so
sharply away from God, a few people

are swerving the other way. Surrounded by evil, they want more
good. In the midst of hedonism, they
seek more holiness. Stuck in a world
that shows the spirit of Satan, they
simply want more God.
So they get together for the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. All the Feast of
Unleavened Bread.
It is more than just taco time at
work. It is time away from work, for a
higher calling, a greater purpose, a
deeper meaning. It is the Feast.
So why are more and more people
observing the Feast of Unleavened
Bread?
Because they want to.
They are God-hungry. They are
sick of Obama’s world and want to
spend a week focusing on the world
tomorrow when God said to do so.
Why do so many “Feast keepers”
not keep the Feast of Unleavened
Bread?
Because they just don’t want to.
They can’t spare the time. They would
rather work than worship.
God is looking for people who love
Him more than they love themselves.
If you love Him, you will want to
spend time with Him. You will not
look for excuses to avoid Him. You
will look for excuses to join Him.
The Feast of Unleavened Bread,
the whole feast, is one of those excuses.

The Journal lists 213 Feast sites for 2015
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Orange Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Arizona—Phoenix: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-oftabernacles, Wynn Skelton, wls45@suddenlink.net,
(903) 736-5999. Searcy: Points of Truth Ministries,
pointsoftruth.com/feast, Larry Lasiter,
lasiter@pointsoftruth.com, (479) 747-8407.
California—Carlsbad: Rock Valley Christian
Church, (951) 600-9555, http://rockvalleychristianchurch.org/content/tabernacle_welcome.php.
Indian Wells: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. King’s
Beach: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070. Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Oxnard: The Father’s Call,
http://thefatherscall.org/feast-plans. Pismo Beach:
Church of the Eternal God, eternalgod.org/feasts.
Solvang-Buellton: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Ventura: Guardian Ministries, David Antion, P. O.
Box 50734, Pasadena, Calif. 91115,
daveantion.com.
Colorado—Denver: CCG, Dr. Bob Thiel, cogwriter@aol.com. Estes Park: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Grand Junction: Christian
Church of God Grand Junction, http://ccofgod.org/
feastoftabernacles.html. Grand Junction: Western
Colorado Congregation of God, http://wccongregationofgod.org/feast-of-tabernacles-2015.html.
Steamboat Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Destin: Church of God Big Sandy, churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545, P.O. Box
690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755. Fort Walton Beach:
CGI, LifeResource Ministries, Common Ground
Ministries, Church of God Cincinnati, Common Faith
Network, commonfaithnetwork.com. Lantana: The
Christian Church of God, fla-ccog.com. Melrose:
Multiple study groups, Sept. 28-Oct 6, http://
fallfeast.com. Navarre: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Palm Harbor: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Panama City Beach: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. Panama City Beach: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070.
St. Petersburg: Church of God Miami and CGI,
http://godsbhurch.org/Feast.htm. St. Petersburg/
Clearwater: CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-oftabernacles, Aleida Fontao, info@GodsChurch.org,
(305) 752-5275.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Valdosta: Unity Sabbath Day Church of God, unitysabbathdaycog.org/Tabernacles-Information.html.
Hawaii—Lahaina, Maui: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Lihue, Kauai: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Hapuna Beach: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Idaho—Cottonwood: Seekers of Yahweh
Ministries, yahwehsmessenger.com/tabernacles2015. McCall: Celebration Church of God, (866)
549-2537. http://celebrationchurchofgod.
org/fot.html.
Indiana—Auburn: Church of God Ministries
International, cogfgomi.org/feast.html.
Montgomery: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070.
Iowa—Moravia: Interdependent COG Festival
Association, Sept. 27-Oct. 7, feastgoer.org., honeycreek2015@gmail.com.
Kentucky—Hardin: Truth on the Web Ministries,
Sept. 29-Oct. 7, truthontheweb.org/THEFEAST.htm.
Land Between the Lakes: CGI, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles, James Pollitte, jamespollitte@
kih.net (606) 742-2222.
Maryland—Ocean City: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Michigan—Traverse City: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org.
Missouri—Branson: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Branson: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson:
International Congregation of Yahweh,
feastgoer.org/metamorph_spring/branson15.html.
Branson: Providence of God Outreach Network,
providenceofgodoutreachnetwork.org/2015-fotupdates.html. Branson: Eternal Church of God,
eternalcog.org/holydays/ecgholydays.html#tabernacles. Greenville: Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry,

Sept. 28-Oct. 6, http://yrm.org/fot2015. Kimberling/Branson: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070. Lake of the
Ozarks: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Season of Our Joy, sooj.org/index.html.
West Plains: Congregation of Yahweh, Sept. 30Oct. 6, yahschosen.org/tabernacles.html.
Montana—Bigfork: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Kalispell: Christian Biblical Church of God, feastoftabernaclesfestival.com/pages/default.aspx.
North Carolina—Kelly: SukkotNC, Sept. 28-Oct. 6,
sukkotnc.com.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Ostrander: Yaakov’s Flock, yaakovsflock.
org/sukkot.htm.
Oklahoma—Ardmore: UCG, Congregation of
Yahweh, Oct. 26- Nov. 3, http://yahsaves.org.
Chandler: Lion and Lamb Ministries, Sept. 28-Oct.
7, tabernaclesevent.com. Tulsa: The Father’s Call,
http://thefatherscall.org/feast-plans. Wagoner: The

T

hese are the Feast of Tabernacles
sites for 2015 THE JOURNAL was aware
of at press time. Information for the
listing comes from Web sites and information
sent directly to THE JOURNAL by Feast organizers
and other JOURNAL readers. THE JOURNAL especially acknowledges the information available
at feastgoer.org.
Unless otherwise stated, each listing shown
here represents an observance beginning
Sunday evening, Sept. 27, 2015, and continuing through Monday, Oct. 5, 2015 (referred to

Tabernacle Group, http://thetabernaclegroup.com.
Wewoka: Restoring His Way,
http://feastofsukkot.org.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Central Point: Ehdaht Adonai
Beshalom Ve’emet, godslawislove.org/sukkot2015.
html. Redmond: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Sunriver: Independent, fotsunriver.org/
sr_location.html, Jim Woods, jim@folsunriver.org,
(928) 978-4792.
Pennsylvania—Pocono Mountains: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Tannersville: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Rhode Island—Newport: The Called Out of God,
Sept. 29-Oct. 6, 7th-day.info/Pages/festivals_
CalledOutOfGod.aspx.
South Carolina—Myrtle Beach: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Myrtle Beach: ICG,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903)
561-7070. Myrtle Beach: CGI, http://cgi.org/feastof-tabernacles, Mike Nolen, tmnolen@homesc.com,
(843) 761-5211. North Myrtle Beach: Church of
God Big Sandy, churchofgodbigsandy.com, Lyle
Kerby, lyle_kerby@yahoo.com, (304)354-7147.
Tennessee—Alcoa/Knoxville: Great Lakes Church
of God, rricker@glcg.net, (910) 693-9837.
Gatlinburg: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Gatlingburg: The True Words of Yahweh, Yahshua
Assembly, Sept. 28-Oct. 6, http://twoyya.homestead.com/Feast.html. Jackson: Hungry Hearts
Ministries, hungryheartsministry.com/
new-events.html. Pigeon Forge: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Pigeon Forge: Church of
God, New World Ministries, http://cognwm.org/holydays/FOT/fotmain.php. Sevierville: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Wooten Woods: Kingdom
feast, kingdomfeast.org/index.html.
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big Sandy, P.O.
Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545. Boerne: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Galveston: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Galveston: ICG, intercontinen-

talcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070.
Marble Falls: Central Texas Church of God,
centexcog.org/gpage7.html, Ben Mauldin,
benmauldin@aol.com. New Braunfels: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Port Aransas on
Mustang Island: Houston Church of God, (800)
727-6201 for reservations (mention code HCOG15).
Utah—St. George: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Virginia—Richmond: House of David Fellowship,
http://feastoftabernaclesva.org.
Wisconsin—Portage: The Church of God, feastgoer.org/metamorph_spring/portage15.html, Don
Roth, daroth76@gmail.com, (920) 349-3604.
Wisconsin Dells: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Carlos Paz: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.
Australia—Ballina, New South Wales: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Coffs Harbour, New

as the Last Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth
Day in the various Churches of God).
This listing abbreviates Church of God International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercontinental
Church of God (ICG), Tyler; Living Church of
God (LCG), Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church
of God (CCG), Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United
Church of God an International Association
(UCG), Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); Church of God a Worldwide Association (CGWA); and Restored
Church of God (RCG). Note that some phone
South Wales: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Merimbula, New South Wales: UCG, Bruce
Dean, bfjadean@bigpond.com.au, +61-2-95258139. Nelson Bay, New South Wales: ICG,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Sunshine Coast, Queensland: UCG, Grant
Chick, grantchick@ucg.org.au, +67-7-5547-5493.
Victor Harbor, South Australia: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. St. Helens, Tasmania:
UCG, Stephen Clark, stephenclark@ucg.org.au,
+61-3-9717-3873. Rockingham, Western
Australia: UCG, Matt Sieff, matthewsieff@
gmail.com, +61-2-4388-3463.
Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck Smith,
freeportfot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Barbados—Christ Church: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. St. Peter: CGWA, feast.
cogwa.org.
Benin—UCG, Moise Elisee Mabout, mabout@
yahoo.fr.
Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG, Mario Seiglie,
marioseiglie@sbcglobal.net, (714) 533-9481.
Brazil—Roraima: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Jorge
de Campos. Moscou: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Burundi—Mugina: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Cameroon—UCG, Moise Elisee Mabout,
mabout@yahoo.fr.
Canada—Canmore, Alta.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Rainer Salomaa. Kelowna,
B.C.: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Kimberly, B.C.:
LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Gros Morne, Nfld.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Dennis Horlick or Larry
DeLong. Liverpool, N.S.: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Barrie, Ont.: Maranatha Church of God,
http://maranathachurchofgod.ca/Feast_Of_Taberna
cles.html. Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian Church
of God, http://canadianchurchofgod.tulsachurchofgod.net/feast/feast.htm. Midland, Ont.: UCG,
Patrick Read, http://feast.ucg.org. Niagara Falls,
Ont.: CCG, Herb Haddon, hwhaddon@gmail.com.
Niagara Falls, Ont.: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Orford, Que.: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. John
Labissoniere. Shawinigan, Que.: LCG,

https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Lican Ray: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Olmue:
UCG, Jaime Gallardo, jgallardocasas@gmail.com,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.
Colombia—Cartagena: UCG, Scott Hoefker,
scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704) 628-6383. La
Tebaida: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Santa
Marta: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Congo (Democratic Republic of)—Kinshasa:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org.
England—Bridlington: Worldwide Church of God
United Kingdom and Eire, wcg.org.uk/bridlington_
harvest_festival/index.htm. Great Malvern:
LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Kendal: ICG,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Ethiopia—Gambella: Koang Deng,

numbers refer to a church’s headquarters in the
United States rather than a local Feast contact.
Attendance policies: Most of the Feast sites
listed here have an open attendance policy;
that is, visitors are welcome. However, it is THE
JOURNAL’s understanding that some Church of
God organizations allow Feastgoers to attend
with them only by special permission. Therefore, if you wish to attend one of those churches’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL recommends you
first contact the sponsoring church or its representative.
koangdeng5@gmail.com.
Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.
France—Carry-le-Rouet: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. La Bussiere: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Roquebrune-sur-Argens:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org/site/europe-france, Tim
and Maryse Pebworth.
Germany—Bad Neuenahr: The Father’s Call,
http://thefatherscall.org/feast-plans. Schluchsee:
UCG, vkg.org/fot.php, Paul Kieffer. Templin:
Church of the Eternal God, eternalgod.org/feasts.
Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Antigua: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Panajachel: UCG, Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@gmail.com, Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@
ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.
Guyana—Georgetown: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org..
Haiti—LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Indonesia—Batu: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
India—Kolkata: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
New Delhi: UCG, http://ucg-india.org/feast, Ken
Murray, aaaken@bigpond.com.
Ireland—Ashbourne: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Israel—Jerusalem: Congregation of YHWH
Jerusalem, coyhwh.com/en/coYHWH.php, P.O. Box
832, Carteret, NJ 07008. Jerusalem: International
Christian Zionist Center, http://israelmybeloved.com.
Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, www.feastinitaly.org,
Carmelo Anastasi, anastasi_c@libero.it.
Ivory Coast—Abidjan: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Man: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Jamaica—Ocho Rios: UCG, http://caribbean.ucg.
org/content/jamaica, Chuck Smith, jamaicafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991. Montego Bay: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Runaway Bay: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Kenya—Bomet: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Isibania: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Kendu Bay: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Meru, Ogembo and Got

Kachola: UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.
Migori: CCG, Evans Ochieng, evochieng74@
gmail.com. Migori: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Nairobi: CCG, Evans Ochieng, evochieng74@
gmail.com. Ndhiwa: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Transmara: CCG, Evans
Ochieng, evochieng74@gmail.com.
Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG, Gracious Mpilangwe,
gracious_mpilangwe@yahoo.com, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org. Salima: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org.
Malaysia—Melaka: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Penang: UCG, Don or Dawn Goodger,
donh.goodger@gmail.com, (613) 9436-1359.
Martinique—Tartane: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Mexico—Mazatlan: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Puerto Vallarta: UCG,
http://fotvallarta.pandaform.com/pub/registration,
Gabriel Garcia, vallarta@iduai.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481. San
Miguel de Allende: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Myanmar—Kalaymyo: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Sakhangyi: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Netherlands—Amsterdam/Utrrecht: CCG, Dr.
Bob Thiel, cogwriter@aol.com.
New Zealand—Rotorua: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Taupo: CCG, John Hickey, john.h@vodafone.net.nz. Taupo: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Whangarei: CCG, cogwriter.com/fot2015.htm.
Nigeria—JABU Resort of Arakeji of Ondo
State: UCG, Oludare Akinbo, oludare@tishrinig.
com. Lagos: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Huaychulo: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Philippines—Baguio City: UCG, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com, +63 (917) 814-7826, MCPO
Box 4774, Makati City 1287, Philippines. Baguio
City: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Davao City:
UCG, Edmond Macaraeg, ed_macaraeg@ucg.org,
+63-82-241-0150, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO 8000
Davao City, Philippines. Iloilo City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Silay City: CCG, Oscar
Mediavilla, hansmediavilla@rocketmail.com.
Rwanda—Giti: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG, http://caribbean.
ucg.org/content/vieux-fort-st-lucia, Chuck Smith,
stluciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
South Africa—Great Knysna, Western Cape:
LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Margate: UCG,
http://south-africa.ucg.org, Roy Demont,
roydemont@gmail.com. Port Shepstone: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Uvongo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/
feast, David Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
(507) 377-8151.
St. Kitts—Frigate Bay: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.
Tanzania—Lake Victoria, near Bunda: CCG,
Evans Ochieng, evochieng74@gmail.com.
Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy Institute,
mail@legacyinstitute.org. Mal Sot: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Togo—Kpalime: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Trinidad and Tobago—Crown Point: UCG, Chuck
Smith, tobagofot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Crown Point: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Turkey—Tour of Turkey: UCG, Sept. 24-Oct. 6,
Travel Gallery, Inc., travelgallery.com/joinyourgroup,
Charles Melear, (800) 858-6999.
Vanuatu—Luganville: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Wales—Llandudno: CCG,
surveymonkey.com/s/Llandudno2015, Frank Jarvis.
Zambia—Lusaka: UCG, Nawa Talama, talamanawa@yahoo.com, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org.
Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG, Mike Mukarati,
mike_mukarati@ucg.org, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org.
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Widow, nurse, longtime COG member
looking for a gentleman age 63-90 for a
long-term relationship, friendship first.
Please send info and pics to Laura, P.O.
Box 133174, Tyler, TX 75713, U.S.A.

He was a member of the United Church of
God, Hellertown, Pa. Gerald was a friend
to many and loved by all. ¶ Survivors: children, Norma E. Salamah of Skippack,
Pa., David A. Havir and his wife Pam of
Big Sandy, Texas, Cammy E. Kiechel of
Allentown, John W. Havir and his wife
Bonnie of Huntington, W.Va.; brother, Fred
Gill and his wife Shirley of Hazleton; nine
grandchildren; 10 great-grandchildren; and
predeceased by a brother, Joseph L. Gill.
¶ Funeral services were May 4 in Heintzelman Funeral Home, Schnecksville.
Interment followed at Buena Vista Cemetery, Brodheadsville, Pa. ¶ Online expressions of sympathy may be recorded at
heintzelmancares.com. In lieu of flowers,
memorial contributions may be made to
the Church of God Big Sandy, c/o the
funeral home, P.O. Box 196, Schnecksville, PA 18078.

area. ¶ Graemme and Lynn Marshall
served in the ministry for almost 50
years. He was one of the pioneers of the
work of the Church of God in New
Zealand, serving as regional director
there for eight years, later serving in
Australia and most recently in Toronto. ¶
Graemme suffered from health challenges on and off, and over the past 10
months his condition deteriorated considerably. He also lost a lot of weight during that time. ¶ He loved the church and
the work of the ministry and helped his
wife in the UCG Canadian office right up
to the end of his life. ¶ He leaves his wife,
Lynn, and two grown children. ¶ Before
his death he requested cremation and
asked that there be no funeral or memorial service. Cards may be sent to Lynn
Marshall, P.O. Box 33034, Cambridge,
ON, Canada N1R 8R0.

Graemme Marshall died April 26, 2015,
at his home in the Toronto, Ont., Canada

Val Leech a longtime GCI Australia
employee died March 30, 2015, after a
short stay in a hospital. Her death, which
was unexpected, came as quite a shock
to those who knew her. ¶ Val was an outstanding employee of the church for
more than 40 years, serving in various
roles in the Australian
office. She was a member of the national office team in Australia,
fulfilling a variety of
duties and responsibilities, including that of
editorial assistant for
the magazine. She also
worked for a short time
in the U.S. home office. Val Leech
¶ Val was widely known
across Australia and beyond, respected
and appreciated as a true servant,
always diligent, cooperative and happily
willing to help. ¶ She had an extensive
range of interests, from books to airplanes, and a quick sense of humor. ¶
She first attended church in Melbourne
many years ago and was baptized in
1964. “She was a gem,” as a friend of
hers said, and will be much missed by us
all. ¶ Lynne Vickers from Melbourne
wrote the following : “I have known Val
since we took her to church in 1964. I am
so glad that she died still working—she
loved being useful. I know you will miss
her positive, smiling face. I have many
lovely memories we shared together.”

Obituaries
Gerald Gill, 85, of Allentown, Pa., died
April 29, 2015, at Cedarbrook Nursing
Home in Allentown. He
was the husband of the
late Camilla E. (Harris)
Gill. ¶ Born in Hazleton,
Pa., May 25, 1929, Gerald was the son of the
late Lucian J. and Theresa (Fellon) Gill. He
faithfully and honorably
served his country in the
U.S. Army during the Gerald Gill
Korean War era. ¶ Gerald was employed as a meat cutter for
Laneco in Lehighton, Pa., before retiring.

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Why do you
tithe on money?
Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

Pieter Van der Byl, longtime member
and later senior minister of the South
African branch of the Living Church of
God, died unexpectedly of a stroke April
22, 2015. Pieter was born March 27,
1937. He is survived by his wife Pat,
daughter Jennie and son David.

Be an Independent Thinker, Part 4

I

ndependence Hall of thinking—Psalm 37:4:
“Delight thyself also in the LORD; and He
shall give thee the desires of thine heart.”
Verse 5: “Commit thy
way unto the LORD: and He
shall bring it to pass.”
Paul admonishes us to think.
“Let this mind (not someone
else’s mind) be in you” (Philippians 2:5). See Romans 2:2
and 8:29.
THE CUP —This is the most
important thing in our lives.
“Taking the cup of Salvation” (Psalm 116:13). This is an expression for
going out all the way to comply with what God
says in His word. See also companion verses Ephe-

sians 6:17 and 1 Thessalonians 5:8.
Jesus Christ set the example. “My meat-food is
to do the will of Him that sent me and to finish His
work” (John 4:34). He did it with all His might. He
instructed us to do the same (Luke 16:16 and
Matthew 11:12). We must do it with all our
vigor—pressing into it.
Much of our waking moments should be geared
to worshipping God and overcoming ourselves,
not letting our bodies be master, but being in control of them (temperate in all things).
We are not to be “lazydiceans.” The Laodicean
attitude is “have need of nothing.” Let us drink
from that cup—overcoming and receiving sonship
and those rewards of Revelation 2 and 3.
Remember, “work out your own salvation with
fear and trembling.”

To order these books write:

Send all hate mail to
Lawrence G. Mumme, 10003 W. Constellation Way, Tucson, Arizona 85735

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL
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COMMON

Kol Yehuda: A voice from Judah connecting you to Israel.

NETWORK

This is not your standard “see the holy sites” kind of tour. Its purpose is
to enable you to fully connect with the Land of Israel, both ancient and
modern, and to develop a special relationship with the Jewish people.
When you connect with the land, the land will connect with you! For
full itinerary and details for this extraordinary tour experience, visit

Faith

Be a part of an amazing, unique experience in Israel.
The Connect To Israel Tour / November 1–13, 2015

www.Kolyehuda.com
Israel is calling to you. This is the year for you to come HOME.
Hanoch Young / Licensed Tour Guide / Teacher / Lecturer / www.KolYehuda.com
kolyehuda.hanoch@gmail.com / Tel (from US): 323-283-8717 / In Israel: 050-905-5331
— Licensed to Explorer the Ancient World —

C

ommon Faith Network is excited to announce that the 2015 Feast of
Tabernacles will be held at the Emerald Coast Convention Center in Ft.
Walton Beach, Florida September 28th—October 5th. Once again this Feast
site will be a collaborative effort with Church of God International, LifeResource
Ministries, Common Ground Ministries and Church of God Cincinnati.
Many Feastgoers are familiar with this facility as well as the wonderful
opportunities available on the Florida Gulf Coast, including beach front
accommodations.
Come join us at the ECCC located just across the bridge from famous Destin,
Florida. Enjoy food and fellowship beginning at 5:30 PM, Sunday, September
27th, followed by opening services at 7:00.

Common Faith Network
Feast of Tabernacles 2015
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida

In memory of our dear friend Ray Kurr,
Sept. 25, 1955–May 2, 2014.
(Ray is shown here with his wife, Pam.)

Apparently the WCG inspired a
1979 Lou Grant episode on TV
Continued from page 3

For details visit: www.commonfaithnetwork.com
https://www.facebook.com/commonfaithnetwork

Visit the Church of God Big Sandy on the Web at

www.churchof
godbigsandy.com
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

go for widows were diverted to ministerial accounts.
The wife is excommunicated for
questioning those things and parts of
Dr. Chamberlain’s doctored biography. The husband is disfellowshipped
for refusing to divorce his wife.
Rossi points out that several churches encourage splits when both mates
don’t follow the same doctrines.
“But those churches have doctrines,” the husband says. United
Pilgrim church doctrine “is whatever
Chamberlain says it is, and that
changes every 25 minutes.”
One church doctrine
that a loyal member tells
Rossi about is tithing 27
percent and doing without a car or TV, and lots
of other things.

Trib reporter, who says “he provided
no straight answer in 21⁄2 hours.”

Don’t attack God
In response to a reporter’s question
about the high-living lifestyle of Pilgrim leaders, the business manager
says they have to look prosperous to
appear before world leaders.
The reporters contact the California
attorney general’s office, which says
the problem with prosecuting a religion for malfeasance is it perceived as
“like attacking God.” (It was allegedly against the law for a minister to
profit from a church.)
This is all worth reviewing in the wake of
what happened after the
church tsunamis of those
years: the rise of Joseph
Tkach Sr. (and therefore
Jr.) for leading sit-ins
and sing-alongs in proPriming the pump
test of the receivership,
and all that ultimately
You just have to budhappened, both good
get, she tells Rossi, aland bad, in and to our
though it will be hard to
tradition.
work in the loan pay- Ed Asner / Lou Grant
Also, those who may
ment for extra donations
have read the late-1970s
for missions.
“You give money you don’t have?” science-fiction thriller Lucifer’s
Hammer by Larry Niven about a
he asks.
She says Dr. Chamberlain says it is comet hitting the earth may also rec“priming the pump,” and they will be ognize a character in televangelist
Henry Armitage, a small-time preachrichly rewarded in the future.
Church members are told to shun er who hits it big when he finally
the excommunicated couple, and even comes to understand Matthew 24.
At one of my first Feasts of Taberthe wife’s own parents cross the street
nacles, I think it was in 1972 or 1973,
to avoid talking to her.
Another character in the story is an one of the speakers proclaimed that
eccentric chess champion, a “troubled “the world is starting to pay a lot of
brother” who, even though becoming attention to the church.”
Indeed it was.
disconnected from the group, insists
By the third season of Lou Grant
that “without him [Chamberlain] you
won’t be saved” and will “go straight the newspaper people had graduated
from electric typewriters to primitive
to hell.”
The business manager of the church diskette-based desktops, similar to
and “second in command” will also Kaypros or Osbornes.
(Any opinions are my own, alseem familiar to those who endured
that era in the church. He gives a 21⁄2- though, in all honesty, I think they
hour interview to Billie Newman, a shouldn’t only be.)
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“History Is Repeating Itself”

A

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

ppeasement—Arthur Neville Chamberlain served as prime minister of the
United Kingdom from May 1937 to
May 1940. Chamberlain is best known
for his appeasement foreign policy, and
in particular for his signing of the Munich
Agreement in 1938, conceding the Germanspeaking Sudetenland region of Czechoslovakia
to Nazi Germany.
However, when Adolf Hitler continued his aggression by invading Poland, Britain declared war
on Germany on Sept. 3, 1939, and Chamberlain
led Britain through the first eight months of
World War II.
A Warning Voice Crying Out—Out of office
and politically “in the wilderness” during the
1930s, Winston Churchill took the lead in warning about Nazi Germany and in campaigning for
rearmament.
After the Nazis came to power in 1933, Churchill spent a great deal of time warning his countrymen about the perils of German nationalism,
but Britons were weary of war and reluctant to
get involved in international affairs again.
Likewise, the British government ignored Churchill’s warnings and did all it could to stay out of
Hitler’s way.
Peace in Our Time—In 1938, Prime Minister
Neville Chamberlain even signed an agreement
giving Germany a chunk of Czechoslovakia—
“throwing a small state to the wolves,” Churchill
scolded—in exchange for a promise of peace.
A year later, however, Hitler broke his promise
and invaded Poland. Britain and France declared
war. Chamberlain was pushed out of office, and
Winston Churchill took his place as prime minister in May 1940.
The London Blitz, 1940—The appearance of
German bombers in the skies over London during the afternoon of Sept. 7, 1940, heralded a tactical shift in Hitler’s attempt to subdue Great
Britain. Hitler turned his attention to destroying
London in an attempt to demoralize the population and force the British to come to terms. At
around 4:00 p.m. on that September day, 348

German bombers escorted by 617 fighters blasted
London until 6:00 p.m.
Two hours later, guided by the fires by the first
assault, a second group of raiders commenced
another attack that lasted until 4:30 the following
morning.
Terror Amidst Destruction—Fires consumed many portions of the city. Residents
sought shelter wherever they could find it—many
fleeing to the Underground stations that sheltered as many as 177,000
people during the night.
Londoners and the world
were introduced to a new
weapon of terror and
destruction in the arsenal of twentieth century
warfare. More than a million London houses were
ruined or badly damaged, and more than 20,000 civilians were killed
in the city alone. (Roughly 40,000 civilians were
killed in the whole of
England.) Excerpts from
the Internet and Wikipedia,
the free encyclopedia.
History Repeating
Itself—The astute observer should clearly see
the obvious parallel of Winston Churchill trying
in vain to WARN heedless politicians and society
at that time, and the voice “in the wilderness,”
God’s late apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong,
for over 50 years, WARNING of the now emerging
Roman Empire with Assyria leading the way to
soon use blitzkrieg nuclear warfare against the
House of Joseph! (Ezekiel 6:6; 12:20). Sadly, people
do not care.
Millions to Die—Multiple millions of people
in England and America will be killed (Ezekiel 5:12).
Meanwhile, the leadership uses appeasement
as did Britain. This will work to the advantage of
Germany as it did with Hitler when PM
Chamberlain gave him what he wanted.
Germany’s promise will soon be fulfilled with no

retaliation! (Ezekiel 7:14).
World War III—Seeing Germany was losing
World WAR II, the last words of an anonymous
German military spokesman over the Nazi radio
in Brussels on Sept. 1, 1944, spoke the ominous
warning promise: “One day we shall come
back. Until then, A Bientot—“Goodbye A
Soon” (quotes from “The Plot Against The Peace” by
Michael Sayers and Albert E. Kahn).
Vigilance—While obeying the admonition
of Jesus Christ to “WATCH
AND PRAY ALWAYS” (Luke
21:36), it should become easy
for the discerning eye to see
the handwriting is on the wall
for America and Britain
(Luke 21:29-36). And what affects these two nations will
also affect the corporate
churches as well.
It should be understood
from the Scriptures that only the Philadelphia
Era of God’s Church has the promise of protection from the horrors of the Great Tribulation
(Revelation 3:7-13).
Protection or an Illusion?—Are YOU under
the possible illusion you will be among those to be
protected? To be sure—check up by listening and
reading the “Recorded Works” of Mr. Armstrong, who is still crying out the WARNING on our
websites, as did Winston Churchill during that
crucial time. Soon the nuclear bombs will fall on a
heedless and sleeping people! Where will YOU
then be—a corpse, martyr, slave, or—in the place
God will have prepared for His faithful Elect? The
decision is yours to make—and yours alone.

The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes
only. Entire contents © 2015 The Church of God. All Rights
Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this
publication and trademarks appearing in this publication
belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737
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Plane Truth Part 13
Why America Fights (2009)
atriotism and War Propaganda by Susan
Brewer: One year after 911, G.W. Bush
launched his campaign to attack Iraq claiming
“We will not allow any terrorist or tyrant to
threaten civilization with weapons of mass murder.” [Yet the US unleashed WMD on Japan,
and Bush attacked Iraq with chemical weapons,
shock and awe, and Depleted Uranium.] So
Operation Iraqi Freedom ensued—a fake name
for US aggression to exploit Iraq.
The US came out of WWII the strongest and
richest nation, particularly since no battles were
on its mainland. Most Americans thought the
US was the best morally superior nation. That
the American way of life is tops and should be
emulated by other nations. That the US should
lead the world in every way. So the US flag was
revered as a symbol of US greatness, but this
was just like other nations as the Nazis in pomp.
“In Montana, a man was sentenced to 20 years
of hard labor for not kissing the [US] flag.”
Senator Hiram Johnson said “The first
casualty when war comes is truth.”
As a US colonel put it “We call our stuff information, and the enemy’s propaganda.” And
as Richard Nelson said propaganda “is
American as apple pie.” To rally troops and the
public, governments lie and exaggerate, called
spin control. Selective use of facts, using those
in favor of the cause and ignoring or downplaying others against war. The idea is not really to
inform but persuade, so stories are one-sided.
While the US touts going to war to liberate
other people (falsely), its own citizens were
more restricted, made to conform to patriotic
duty, rationing and spied on by fellow
Americans.

P

War in Philippines
Senator Albert Beveridge spoke of the US as
the chosen nation with a divine mission. The US
sought to use the Philippines as a stepping stone
to Asian markets. While the Filipinos wanted
independence from Spain. Mark Twain quipped
“I thought it would be a great thing to give a
whole lot of freedom to Filipinos, but I guess it’s
better to let them give it to themselves.”
President McKinley spoke of continuing
US Manifest Destiny and aiding little brown
brothers there to spread Christian civilization.
Though US soldiers had derogatory terms for
them so it was easier to shoot them. His staff
carefully orchestrated press releases to give
newspapers timely reports of their version of
events to sway public opinion for war. He
claimed the US was a Christian nation and
peace-loving, while promoting war. He said
“Territory sometimes comes to us when we go
to war for a holy cause.”
Many colonial powers were trying to gain
more territory and had better weapons. Only
48 British soldiers with the new machine guns
died when they mowed down 11,000 Sudanese. Darwin was claimed justified in showing
the strong should dominate the weak, and
studies (by white people) found that white
people are superior to other colors.
Booker T. Washington thought Filipinos
could better govern themselves considering
US history with non-white people at home. US
women, seeking their own rights in the US,
sympathized with Filipinos. News films
showed one minute flicks of actual battles, but
also reenactments or made-up ones as propaganda. With Filipinos acted by African-Americans, reinforcing racial stereotypes.
In Cuba’s fight for independence from
Spain the US intervened. While only 379 US
troops died in battle, 5083 died from sickness.
US General Otis controlled the only telegraph line out of Manila. Reporters complained
of undue censorship, emphasizing victories
while hiding defeats. The Cleveland Plain
Dealer criticized him and the McKinley administration in this deception, even expansionists were upset by these cover-ups.
The US claimed Filipinos were not ready
for independence since they were shooting
American troops! Shooting their rescuers.
Though McKinley also said the goal was the
undisputed sovereignty of the US there. And
they should be helped in the production of
commodities wanted in the US. Mark Twain
noted the two-faced US. “There must be two
Americas, one that sets the captive free, and
one that takes a once-captive’s new freedom
away from him, and picks a quarrel with him
with nothing to found it on, then kills him to
get his land.” [How the US gained its empire.]
Otis was succeeded by MacArthur who
ordered US forces to wage war against the
civilian population in hostile areas. The US

employed torture, executed prisoners, raped
women, looted villages and destroyed the rural
economy. “The most effective way to punish a
guerrilla fighter, explained General Hughes,
was to attack his women and children.”
These atrocities were reported in letters by
returning soldiers. General Jacob Smith was
tried by court martial for his men killing every
person over ten years of age on the island of
Samar, but he only got a reprimand.
Popular films, cartoons and fair exhibits
repeated the official line that this was a divine
mission for profit and glory. President Teddy
Roosevelt favored US expansion of the masterful race.
First World War
Filipinos were considered by US policy as
the enemy and to be liberated!. Since Germany
was white and Christian, it had to be demonized differently. So Wilson referred to them
as Huns and barbarians. He and his aides controlled the news since they thought they knew
best what to report. While a Boston Daily
Globe editorial countered “In fighting for the
truth, democracy must know the truth.”
Britain cut the telegraph cable linking the
US with Germany, so the US had to rely on
Britain’s one-sided news. The Lord Bryce
report told that Germans in Belgium committed atrocities, even cutting off people’s hands.
Found to be false later.
Wilson campaigned on the slogan He kept
us out of war, but soon entered it. He noted the
economic power in Europe shifted to the US so
we could dominate other nations. He declared
we would liberate the people of Europe including Germany. Critics claimed he said both
Germany and Britain violated international
law, but we would war against one and side
with the other—does that make sense?
Wilson set up the Committee on Public
Information for propaganda, claiming it would
present the absolute justice of America’s
cause, and absolute selfless America’s aims.
“(George) Creel (one of CPI’s heads) called
the CPI a vast enterprise in salesmanship, the
world’s greatest adventure in advertising.”
Writers were employed to create patriotic stories. Cartoonists were told to show that the reason that this was a rich man’s war was a German propaganda idea. One reason for the war
offered was that the Germans thought they
were a chosen race to rule the world—but
wasn’t that the British and American view?
Those for the Allied cause portrayed German
monsters conquering the world. Articles tried to
suppress rumors that this was a businessman’s
war. US citizens were urged to buy bonds and
keep business going as usual by shopping.
Films did not show how US troops were
segregated along racial lines, but did infer
white man supremacy and showed black soldiers eating watermelon and happily tap dancing. Germany tried to persuade US Blacks,
undergoing a surge of repression by the KKK.
US propaganda was so persuasive that many
of German descent in the US changed their
names to avoid harassment. Those who taught
the German language were considered traitors.
“With the support of the Justice Department, the American Protective League of
250,000 citizens spied on neighbors. Fellow
workers opened mail, burglarized homes,
bugged telephones, intercepted telegrams,
slandered people and advocated assault on
(war) dissenters.” Congress enacted the Trading with the Enemy Act, Sedition Act and
Sabotage Act. Though no one was found guilty
of aiding the enemy. “Under these federal
security acts, Americans could be arrested,
tried, fined and jailed for spoken threats
against the president, discouraging men from
registering for the draft or enlisting, and making any criticism of the conduct of the war.”
For American Expeditionary Force reporters, they had to promise not to report anything
against the US about battles, or pay $10,000
(quite a lot then). Heywood Broun of the New
York World did tell of supply mishaps. That
trucks were delivered without motors, mules
without harnesses and tractors came instead of
motorcycles that were ordered. He lost his
accreditation and the money. While US dead
soldiers were excluded from photos, any
enemy ones were fine to show no matter how
twisted or blown up.
So the US view back home was made to
appear like US troops hardly got hurt. But when
vets returned many had to mend in hospitals,
including those with traumatic shock. “Many
fought the war in their dreams for years.”

WWII, “The Good War”
FDR said “We are fighting to cleanse the
world of ancient evils, ancient ills.” In 1942,
US propagandist Archibald MacLeish noted
that US citizens were still disillusioned from
WWI, yet his job was to sell the new war:
“Should this war be presented as a crusade? If
so, a crusade for what? What do men want?
Order and security? World order, etc.? How
do you get these things?”
War movies portrayed a maverick soldier who
finally realizes for the good of his buddies and
nation he needs to do what he is ordered to do.
Though enemy nations had dictators and massive pageants glorifying them, and the nation
with many flags, and silencing of any dissenters—this occurred in the US, too. The war
was portrayed as a clash between democracy and
dictators. News was made to blur truth with what
people wanted to hear. People were promised if
they all pulled together they could win and then
everyone could return to a prosperous life.
“Hanging over propagandists was the conviction that Americans had rejected the
League of Nations because they believed their
leaders and their allies had lied about war aims
. . . Polls showed that Americans suspected the
British fought to preserve their empire and
would again fail to pay their war debts as they
had after WWI. While allies were said to be
just like us the USSR had a one-party rule and
religious intolerance.”
General Smedley Butler told in his book
War Is a Racket of US troop suffering, that
patriotism was stuffed down their throats. And
that US troops fought for US corporations.
The US Senate investigated bankers and arms
manufacturers on how they profited from war,
called merchants of death.
To cut down on war protests, FDR initiated
several agencies to doctor the news, employed
catchy slogans and used celebrities to endorse.
He promised for his unprecedented 3rd term of
office that US boys would not fight foreign
wars. He held a secret meeting with Churchill
which angered reporters told he had gone fishing. It was hard to tell the truth with all the different versions of it floating around. FDR set
up the Office of Censorship controlling all
civilian communications. News was selective
of truth, not the whole truth.
Propagandists could not stir up hatred to the
extreme as in WWI because they wanted
nations to reconcile and the United Nations to
be formed, so Axis leaders were vilified and not
their people. Though cartoonists could not help
but portray Japs as toothy, short, evilly slanteyed . . . and violently yellow. Radio Tokyo
pointed out US hypocrisy of warring for freedom while minorities in the US suffered discrimination. FDR rounded up those of Japanese
descent in concentration camps though they
were innocent, while Hitler was castigated for
doing the same for race or religion.
Upon entering the war for 21 months the US
did not allow any US troop death to be published. “Polls showed the public resented and
distrusted sugar-coated war coverage. So some
photos were then allowed to show the horrors
of war, but some publishers did not want to
show them as too gruesome, as a GI with a foot
blown off. So the pictures varied between sugar-coated ones up to stomach-turning ones.
The latter were hardly shown though, in order
not to disturb the minds of new recruits. And
not to thwart patriotism, as General Eisenhower said public opinion wins wars.
“They did not want to see photos of US soldiers maimed in combat, crying or losing control, killed in accidents or by friendly fire, from
self-inflicted wounds or psychological trauma.
Also banned were scenes of black GIs in integrated social scenes, and fights betweens American and allied soldiers.” Also, blind bombing
raids or bombing despite inability to see what
they were bombing due to dense clouds would
contradict claims of precise bombing (so civilians in mass numbers were killed).
Truman in a public address thanked God
that He provided the atomic bomb to the US
instead of its enemies, and to use it according
to His purposes. Used on mostly civilians?
Dropped though the Japanese wanted to surrender? Black GIs had fought for freedoms
they didn’t have at home.
War in Korea
This war helped gear up for the Cold War.
Pitting the US against Russia that was ally in
two great wars, now enemy. While Germany
was enemy twice, now ally. China was ally,
now enemy for this war since Communists
were the bad guys this time. US citizens had
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been told the last wars could be fought and
won so they could enjoy their prosperity, then
they were told all this could be taken away by
North Koreans somehow. Truman portrayed
the world into halves, us and the Red scare. US
citizens had to be persuaded by the media to
fight in a faraway place few knew about or
cared was important enough to fight over.
Truman claimed the US was not pursuing imperialists goals (this time), but against Communists who were. Most reporters were kept
away from the front lines so had to depend on
the US military for war news. A Korean bridge
was claimed blown up by US Air Force pinpoint accuracy, only later found out exploded by
US Army engineers in a retreat. A US reporter in
favor of the conflict changed his mind when he
saw the savagery of US troops shooting civilian
refugees. Another saw the torching of Korean
peasant villages, so those who had little had
nothing, but this news was suppressed.
Congress thought the president should not
send troops overseas unless they declared war
first. Short movies were made in favor of the
war, but theater owners complained that
movie-goers who were against the war would
not want to pay to see them.
War in Vietnam
US Army officer John Vann complained that
US leaders used massive self-delusion with
bright shining lies. We fought to stop a domino
effect from starting, though we lost and it didn’t
happen. It was billed as promoting democracy
to the South Vietnamese, but only brought complete devastation with massive bomb craters,
deforestation from defoliants and pollution.
US war news featured only 5% about the
horrors of war. Mostly showed personal interest stories of individual soldiers, and statisticssanitized reporting. US General Douglas
Kinnard, who served two duties in Vietnam,
surveyed 173 army generals there and 70%
said they didn’t know why they were there.
Ho Chi Minh was employed by the US as
an agent who later tried to enlist aid from the
US in declaring independence from the French
as the US had done from the British. While the
US privately was against France’s colonial
policies there, the US fought to further the
colonial rule, and had funded up to 80% of
France’s war there. Reasons given, besides
Communism spreading, was for the US to protect acquisition of natural resources in the
region and for military bases.
Ngo Diem was the puppet the US supported
there though corrupt, and winning his election
by 98% of the votes, getting 605,000 votes in
Saigon though it had only 405,000 registered
voters. And despite that he banned Buddhist
practices in a nation 80% Buddhist. He censored the press. The US wanted to rein him in,
but instead his powerful family did more corruption, tried to rid the land of US intervention
and secure a peace treaty with Ho Chi Minh.
So the US assassinated him and installed various military dictators to take his place.
GIs could not tell the difference between
enemy and foe. Peasants were uprooted from
their sacred land for land reforms and to protect them from battles. US reporters there were
carefully guarded and watched to see only
what information officers allowed them to witness. Reporters were given plenty of facts, and
not permitted to investigate on their own. [See
online (as Wikipedia) the testimony of John
Kerry testifying in Congress, of US troops
decapitating people and shooting civilians.]
General Butler said we should “keep our
dirty bloody dollar crooked fingers out of the
business of these nations so full of depressed
exploited people.” The US measured successes of Vietcong body counts by including civilians killed in the battles. Americans learned
later that LBJ’s Tonkin Resolution was a lie.
Reporters found there was a credibility gap,
between truth and what they were told.
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public
Affairs Arthur Sylvester told reporters “If you
think any American official is going to tell the
truth you’re stupid.”
Occasionally a US national news report came
out contradicting the official line. Morley Safer
of CBS reported on a small village that was
burned by US troops. So it was hard to tell a
peasant there who had little now nothing that the
GIs were on his side. Morley discovered there
was a village-burning problem that the US troops
had, burning villages and not allowing reports
about them to get out. It was obviously better not
to do the burning, than burn and try to keep them
unreported! But instead of changing US policy or
US troops tactics, General Westmoreland wanted
to try to keep US reporters away. The information team reported atrocities by the Vietcong to
balance those by US troops.
Martin Luther King was criticized for complaining that Blacks were sent over to Vietnam
to fight for liberties they did not have in the
states. Stokely Carmichael “condemned a war
about white people sending black people to
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make war on yellow people in order to defend
the land they stole from red people.”
War protesters in the US: A Vietnamese Paul
Revere alerts villagers The Americans Are
Coming! Another slogan was Support Our GIs.
Bring Them Home Now! Other protesters pointed out undemocratic practices at home, absence
of a declaration of war and official lying. And
the irony that the youngest US soldiers were
permitted to kill people overseas, but could not
vote in the US! Priorities were dead wrong!
Eric Sevareid on CBS while narrating for fallen soldiers on Independence Day wondered
“Exactly what their deaths accomplished we do
not know.” Even Walter Cronkite announced that
US casualties were higher than officially reported
by the US military, and it wanted to curtail further
reporting. Later he said the war was a stalemate
and the US should get out by negotiating.
The US wanted South Vietnamese men to
fight those in the North, but they said they would
be willing to fight Cambodians, but not other
Vietnamese. Kissinger thought the war could be
won by more massive bombing in the North and
even in neutral Cambodia where supplies were
routed. And that North Vietnam was a 4th rate
power so should have a breaking point.
As US troops were bogged down, back home
Robert Kennedy and MLK were assassinated.
Nixon thought of war supporters as patriots, while
those who opposed government policies were
enemies, backed by Communists. But the CIA,
FBI, NSA and IRS could not find such a link,
though they harassed antiwar activists. He set up
a program to make it appear his administration
was doing well. Reporters who told of favorable
things were rewarded, others were shunned.
US expansion of the war into Cambodia
brought out more US war protesters, while antiprotesters chanted America, love it or leave it
and All the way USA! Police and National
Guardsmen killed 6 student protesters at Kent
State University and Jackson State College.
Nixon, because of the protests, pulled the US out
of Cambodia but retaliated, spying on US citizens by bugging phones and opening their mail.
Congress wanted to rescind the Tonkin
Resolution. The NY Times published some of
the leaked Pentagon Papers secretly prepared
that showed the Pentagon lied to Congress
about the war.
Some 20,000 Vietnam war veterans protested, many throwing away their medals at the
Capitol, many in wheel chairs or on crutches.
One woman of the Daughters of the Revolution
criticized one of them saying they were hurting
morale of the troops. And he replied “Lady, we
are the troops.”
News of the My Lai massacre reached home.
While there was a court martial, the perpetrators
got off with light sentences. A photo of some of
those slaughtered bodies appeared in the
Cleveland Plain Dealer with these sentences
superimposed on the photo. “Q. And babies? A.
And babies.” Which was a quote from the Mike
Wallace interview of what happened.
Actor and WWII vet Henry Fonda spoke
out. He said growing up he was proud to be an
American. For a country that cared about people no matter who they were. But knowing US
pilots kill others without even seeing who they
kill or caring, that bothered him. Things he
thought only other nations might do.
The US upon fleeing Vietnam rescued
70,000 but left millions of South Vietnamese
fleeing behind. Many US troops had got
hooked on drugs, disillusioned by war aims and
morale was low. Some resorted to fragging
their officers with grenades. US viewers on TV
finally saw the body bags of returning troops
[many were stuffed with illegal drugs smuggled to the states].
Lessons to be learned: Those as Nixon perceived that news should be manipulated better
to show how people should feel about a war
instead of reality. His successors would rely on
emotional advertising and media restrictions
more to sell a war better. Veteran correspondent
Malcolm Browne said “Honest reporting is the
last thing most people want when the subject is
war. War is thundering good theater, in which
cheering the home team is half the fun.”
Operation Iraqi Freedom
“I wish I could have some real answers to
why we’re here, but I don’t think I’ll ever have
them.”—US soldier in Iraq 2005
G.W. Bush said “We will not allow any terrorist to threaten civilization with WMD.” And
“We will actively work to bring the hope of

democracy, development, free markets and free
trade to every corner of the world.”
His father attacked Iraq for Kuwaiti babies
left taken out of incubators and put on the floor,
but that story was found to be made up. He vilified Saddam as Hitler, though he was a chief
beneficiary of US aid (thanks to Bush) to him in
the Iran-Iraq war. What valid reasons were left?
Bush Junior seized the media offensive with
many claims of Iraq threats, but all were found
to be false later. He did gather a coalition of the
willing as his father to make it appear we were
not the aggressor or imperialistic, but most of
these nations had to be paid off to endorse the
war effort. A presidential aide said “We’re an
empire now, and when we act, we create our
own reality.” Entertainment and news were
blurred. The bad guys were portrayed by US
soldiers with racial or religious slurs, as ragheads (that was one of the ‘nice’ terms).
As Saddam, Osama was on the US side previously as CIA employee, now evil poster boy
for terrorism in Afghanistan hiding in caves but
directing assaults on the US supposedly. So
Operation Enduring Freedom was launched,
but the Afghan people became far worse off.
[The Taliban banned opium, but the US brought
it back and profits from the trade—as the opium clippers of the past.]
The White House promoted the Iraq war as a
symbol of freedom and democracy, while the
Patriot Act restricted US citizens. Onion satirically showed this irony in the title Freedoms
Curtailed in the Defense of Liberty. The First
Family urged citizens to continue shopping as
consumers. PR firms as Hill and Knowlton and
Disney were used to sell the war in daily news
clips. A former head of the US Air Force press
desk said the information warriors didn’t see
anything wrong with not telling the truth.
Rumsfeld told on NBC that the Pentagon does
not lie to the American people. But he did
announce that the Office of Strategic Influence
would close, though its purpose would continue.
With a $400 billion a year budget, larger
than the next 25 nations combined, the US military could go to war anywhere it wanted. Only
needing other nations to join to avoid the
appearance of going it alone, for military bases
and peacekeeping. Critics claimed the promotion of freedom was contradicted by US treatment of detainees in torture camps—we don’t
practice what we preach.
Besides US forces were staying as occupiers
instead of liberators who then leave. One reason
against Saddam was his torture chambers, but US
forces then tortured at Abu Ghraib. Poison gases
and nuclear weapons were presented as reasons
for war, but US forces were the ones using them,
as radioactive Depleted Uranium. Bush cited the
Cuban missile crisis, but JFK responded with a
naval blockade, not a preemptive strike.
The official US propaganda was so good that
many Americans thought the alleged 911
hijackers were Iraqis instead of mostly Saudi
Arabians. Yet ten million people around the
world including 150 US cities, 911 families and
many Desert Storm veterans protested, but the
US media hardly paid notice. Due to infertility
of DS vets, new US troops were leaving their
sperm in sperm banks behind.
US war news was screened for reporter consumption and delivered in a $250,000 stage
setup. High accuracy was claimed and films
showed the action, but they were of low resolution. Al Jazeera obtained video of armless children, crushed babies, stunned mothers. Some US
reporters did have photos published, but edited
out the worst scenes. Egyptian President Mubarak claimed the accidental killing of women
and children would inspire more bin Ladens.
Back in the state of Delaware, the arrival of caskets was banned from being photographed.
Since WMD were not found, Bush minimized how important that was. Within a year,
half the US thought they were misled or lied
about war aims. Many criticized Cheney and
Halliburton for profiting off the war, getting a
no-bid contract. The 9/11 Commission found
no link with Saddam, while 85% of US troops
in Iraq thought they were there for that connection. The Lincoln Group PR firm was hired for
$25 million to secretly write a thousand positive stories for Iraqis, which was criticized for
not allowing the Iraqis to have a free press.
The new Iraqi army and Civil Defense Corps
had much corruption. Perhaps because they
were paid only $60 per month? Society disintegrated into civil war. They wanted jobs, electricity, law and order (which the US had taken
away). A US sergeant in Iraq said “I don’t know
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who I’m fighting most of the time.” US troops
conduct night raids on civilians and imprisoned
thousands without trial. Hypocrisy of US war
aims was exemplified by the sex and torture
scandal at Abu Ghraib as a hooded man hooked
up to electrodes to shock him. This was
claimed only to be done by a few bad apples in
the military, but later found to be approved at
the highest levels. After all, Guantanamo Bay
torture keeps going on for decades.
US military information specialists were the
primary source for news of reporters, message
force multipliers. War film makers were allowed much access to military hardware and
weapons, if they stayed under military guidelines. Few such films did well. Though Michael
Moore’s Fahrenheit 911 did. In it, a US soldier
in Iraq says “You cannot kill someone without
killing a part of yourself.”
The White House claimed the Iraq invasion
would weaken terrorism, but the CIA objected
saying war-torn Iraq is a terrorist training ground.
When the Iraqi Prime Minister requested the US
pull its troops out, instead forces increased by
30,000. There were 73,000 returning US troops
treated for mental disorders and 61,000 for diseases of the nervous system. Walter Reed Army
Hospital had scandalous treatment of vets, made
to wait long periods to be treated so the staff
could look good and get bonuses.
Two million Iraqis fled the country, while
another two million were refugees within it. The
biggest problem was that the US was determining what it wanted, not the Iraqis. A State Department study found that Iraqis were most likely to vote for an anti-American and pro-militant
leader. Meanwhile, the US withdrew its troops
out of military bases in Saudi Arabia, where
most all the alleged 911 hijackers were from,
installing bases in Iraq and Afghanistan.
Dahlia Wasfi, M.D.
At liberatethis.com and DVD: She grew up
in the US and visited her relatives in Iraq several times. Tells of atrocities US troops were
ordered to do.
During the 1st Iraq war: 100,000 Iraqis died
and the survivors were in dire straits since the
US destroyed electric plants, communications
and water treatment facilities, and summer heat
was above 115 degrees F. Life was crippling
with economic sanctions in place so hardly anything got repaired.
After the 2nd Iraq war: Iraqis had been liberated by the US to more electrical outages and
exploded potable water sources. “Democracy
meant sewage in the streets, rolling blackouts,
shooting and explosions. On my first day in
Basrah we lost electricity completely. On the second day we lost water. On the third day we lost
telephone service. I think tomorrow, we lose air,
one cousin said. Despite suffering the hardships of
war and occupation their entire lives, my cousins
still have a sense of humor. Do you have electricity in the United States? Can you drink water from
the sink without throwing up? Electrical service is
now so poor that most families own a generator
(requiring gasoline).” DU of US weaponry and
tanks has caused much deformities of babies, and
hospitals are so dirty mothers choose to give birth
at home. “Iraq is a country that my tax dollars
have helped to destroy. Government officials reap
profits from war. For example, 9 out of 30 members of the Defense Policy Board, a Pentagon
advisory group, had ties to companies that won
more than $70 billion in defense contracts in
2001-2.” No fly zones were just for Iraqis, US
bombed at will, indiscriminate.
Four US Blackwater contractors-mercenaries in Fallujah were killed. In retaliation bombing, US snipers fired on those trying to enter
hospitals, then the emergency places were
destroyed. Half of the 300,000 residents left
since chemical weapons were used.
DU rounds penetrate tank armor, produce
toxic gas, pollute Iraqis and US soldiers and
their children.
[Wikipedia: “The aerosol or spallation frangible powder produced during impact and combustion of depleted uranium munitions can
potentially contaminate wide areas around the
impact sites, leading to possible inhalation by
human beings. In a 3-week period of conflict in
Iraq during 2003 it was estimated that over 1000
tons of depleted uranium munitions were used.”]
US soldiers, perhaps with Iraqi forces, terrify homes nightly looking for insurgents.
Brave US soldiers defy orders so they can
uphold the Constitution as they swore to do,
desert or go AWOL. See CouragetoResist.org.
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DVD (2004) ISIS:
Created and Funded by the Israel-UK-US
Axis: ISIS or ISIL was funded mostly by Saudi
Arabia with aid and training of Israel and US,
to play various factions in the Mid-East against
each other.
Terrorist news evokes trauma, trauma-based
mind control, links back to the 911 attacks.
Each new terrorist group uses trigger words to
bring up fear and traumatize us. As with alleged
beheadings to program fear. The goal is for the
US and Israel to seize natural resources as
opium, oil, gas and to oust Assad in Syria.
A British detainee by ISIS was named John
Cantlie or Cant lie. Word play to convey he was
telling the truth. Experts showed the beheadings were faked. US funded and trained
Islamists who joined ISIS.
During the Arab Spring, many Islamic
nations had ‘revolts’ incited by the US as proxy
wars. Libya was singled out for air strikes by
NATO, for its oil. It had the highest standard of
living and plenty of oil.
ISIS stormed across the Syrian border into
Iraq and took much US military equipment and
weapons, as trucks loaded with Humvees and
mobile missiles. While the US let them do it,
taken back to Syria.
Even Secretary of State Hilary Clinton
claimed in a speech that the US had funded these
Syrian rebels 20 years earlier. This goes along
with US funding and training of al-Qaeda against
Russia in Afghanistan and the CIA employed
Osama. Earlier, the US funded Saddam in Iraq to
take over, and supplied him with weapons,
including chemical weapons against Iran. Later
in both instances, as pretext to fight against these
bogeymen to take over their nations.
Reasons why Syria was targeted by Israel and
US: 1. The NWO hates Syria for having a stateowned bank (while Libya after the NATO air
strikes and killing of Qaddafi accepted a
Rothschild central bank). 2. Syria is debt free,
not needing the IMF (while Egypt and new
leader Morsi embraced the IMF). 3. No GM
food is allowed in Syria (while Iraqis were
forced to get rid of their own seeds and buy GM
seeds, many committing suicide because they
could not afford them). 4. Syria is aware of
NWO plans. 5. Syria has gas and oil pipelines
and recently acquired a source of oil. 6. Syria
opposes Israel and Zionism. 7. Syria is a secular
nation, that is, not just an Islamic one, allowing
other religions as Christianity. 8. Syria has a
strong national identity and opposes most foreign corporations. Has a (relatively) free society.
Fake ISIS Beheadings Exposed
DVD: James Foley is shown kneeling next
to ‘Jihad Johnny’ of British accent. Foley is
calm, even smiling or laughing for moments
while reading a speech for ISIS. Then Johnny
starts to slit his throat with a few knife ‘sawing’
actions, but there is no blood. Then the next
scene is his alleged body with his head lying on
his back with plenty of blood, but you can buy
fake blood. When the human body is beheaded,
blood squirts out since it is under pressure, but
this film showed no such thing.
While ISIS has been viewed doing actual
beheadings, these staged ones are fakes. Steven
Sotloff was also shown reading for ISIS, then
Johnny did another ‘neck massage’ with his
‘knife’ then the video blacked out. British forensics experts for the police and government said
the Foley video was faked. The Sotloff film
seemed to be in the same location as the Foley
one. Foley is a term of filmmaking referring to
effects added after filming. The real Foley
looked different than the one seen on the ISIS
video, as well as his parents. Hollywood acts
out such scenes to look real to audiences on film
with realistic fake knives that can’t harm.
ISIS is also the name of a US military contractor (see its website Integrated Systems
Improvement Services). It is the source for ISIS
from Syria to get its videos out to the world,
and it is used by Obama.
After the Foley beheading was shown to be
faked, it was claimed he really was beheaded
off camera, but why not show it for maximum
effect?
The FBI website had a James Foley page but
censored it. Even its other articles that happen
to mention him had his name deleted.
Pat Tillman was going to tell the world that
the US faked reasons for the Afghan and Iraq
wars but was killed by friendly fire, originally
claimed by the US to be by the enemy.
US Lt. General McIierny (retired) claimed
on 9-3-14 “We helped build ISIS.”
Sotloff did read that Obama promised as
presidential candidate to get US troops out of
Iraq and Afghanistan (and to end torture at
Guantanamo Bay) but has done none of these.
—Mr. Jan Young
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Part 2:
A

ll WCG offshoots: Stop taking Passover in your
UNworthy Manner at the beginning of 14th
“BEFORE” the Lamb is sacrificed (instead of
twilight at the end of the 14th (15 minutes before the
15th starts). That is why some of you are weak and ill
and some have died! (1 Cor 11:27).
Unworthy Manner is an adverb and refers to the
“action” = manner in which you take the Passover.
It is not a noun and does not refer to the actor.
Taking Passover before the Lambs are sacrificed
means you ARE taking Passover in an UNworthy
manner. All WCG offshoots are taking Passover in an
Unworthy Manner at the wrong time. You ministers
MUST Repent. The CROOKED must be made
straight. Isa 40:4.
It’s like you’re DRUNK and you don’t know what
day it is. It is twilight 15 minutes just before the
15th starts. NOT twilight after the 13th ends!
Every Offshoot COG fails to obey God’s Words.
14 But if you do not obey Me, and do not observe all
these commandments, 15 and if you despise My statutes, or
if your soul abhors My judgments, so that you do not perform all My commandments, but break My covenant, 16
I also will do this to you: I will even appoint terror over
you, wasting disease and fever which shall consume the
eyes and cause sorrow of heart. Leviticus 26:14-17.
25 The sword shall destroy outside; There shall be terror within. Deuteronomy 32:25.
. . . Contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints. King James Bible “Authorized
Version,” Cambridge Edition.
Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT” children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as “proven”
by the following Facts on this page.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having them do: = such as Passover on the 15th or having
Passover at the beginning of the 14th “Before” the
Lambs are killed instead of “after” the lambs have been
killed (which means: do Passover on the 14th at just “15”
minutes before the 15th Numbers 9:3) or ministers telling
you “not” to have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when
Yah said “DO “THIS”“THIS”“THIS” LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24. = DO THIS LAST DINNER 2 DAYS BEFORE PASSOVER.
(The Last Dinner is “NOT” the Passover, so do not think
that you are having 2 Passovers, because you have
the Last Dinner at least 12 times a year every New
Month Day like David and the King did. 1 Samuel 20:5
David answered: “Tomorrow is the new moon, when
I should in fact dine with the king.)
Realize that because of the above FACTS that your minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are “NOT” following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
Radical Gestalt for you to understand: YOU HAVE
“NOT” GROWN IN 43 YEARS, since 1972!
Therefore REPENT and grow, “ALL” YOU MINISTER
offshoots, and members of the offshoot Worldwide Churches of God! All of YOU “REPENT”!
For you not to be like the Devils (who do NOT do “all”),
you must do “ALL.” Unless your righteousness EXCEEDS that of your Minister, you will NOT enter the
Kingdom. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:20.
Wake up. It is said that “seeing is believing,” BUT THE
TRUTH “IS”: BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Once you start turning your wheel of understanding to
obey “every” jot of Yah’s Bible, “then” God’s Power Steering
cuts in. Therefore: “Believing is Seeing.” YOU must be more
diligent than you Sinister minister, and believe “every” jot of
your Bible and NOT just what your Sinister says. Jesus said
that if you are not better than your Sinister, you will NOT
enter the Kingdom! Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT”
children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as
“proven” by the following Facts on this page.
When “YOU” move to obey, “then” God will move you to
understand. God works like power steering: When you turn
the wheel (change your way), “then” God’s Power cuts in.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having you do (= such as Passover on the 15th instead of the
14th 15 minutes before the 15th), or ministers telling you
“not” to have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when Yah said
“DO this LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me,” then that
minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are NOT following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
Truth is not just something that you believe. Truth is
something that “IS,” and CANNOT be argued about. Read
your Bible and see and FOLLOW what is written and
NOT what your Sinister says! Your ministers keep you in
ignorance of God’s Knowledge by design, because they take
away your ability to think and follow Yah’s Bible.
You MUST obey “ALL” of God’s Bible, to be one of His. “IF”
you do [all] of what I say, then you are my disciples. Ergo:
“IF” you do not do [all] of what I say, then you are
NOT my disciple, [you are Satan’s Disciple]. John 8:31.
Now the pennies start to drop and you realize that you
MUST do “ALL” because the Devils know and as you do
not murder people so the Devils do not murder people, but
the Devils do “NOT” do “ALL.” Therefore, for you not to
be like the Devils (who do NOT do all), you must do “ALL.”
You cannot choose to omit parts of God’s Bible,
such as:
1.) Omitting Ezekiel 46:3 You Shall attend a worship
Service on New Month Day every month. Isaiah 66:23 The
Whole world will have to attend a worship Service on New

STOP SINNING...
Month Day every month.
2.) Omitting Zechariah 8:19 four Fasts plus Atonement.
3.) Omitting Deut 16:16 three Pilgrimage Feasts a year,
NOT just 1.
Omitting Jeremiah 10:2 Learn Not the way of the
Germans, Russians, Americans.
Do not add to God’s Bible Deut 12:32.
Don’t preach other ways/gospel Galatians 1:6, 9. Turkey
gOD Day—The goose that is revered for giving its life for its
young, the Cosmic Goose that laid the egg that Ra/Osiris
spang forth from.
Mother Goddess Day—the Springtime Feast of Ghia the
great whore mother who fornicated and gave birth to all the
Gods and Godesses.
Sky Fathers Day—by longest day of the year.
Jeremiah 2:23 How can I say I am not polluted. Jeremiah
2:25 . . . For I have loved the aliens and after them I will go.
Your Sinisters do not preach this to you! So we, TO COG,
have to because: Luke 12:48 He who did not know will
receive a BEATING.
Realize the greatest form of control is: For you to be sitting in a prison cell of ministers’ deception and not
knowing you are in a cell of ministers’ deceptions.
The BIGGEST TERRORISTS “ARE” YOUR MINISTERS, because your Ministers will destroy your ETERNAL life FOREVER, while Terrorists in the street will only
destroy your mortal Life.
A Matter of LIFE or Death for you! Why ARE you
obeying men/your sinister instead of obeying God?
Your Sinisters REFUSE to follow Yah’s Bible, proven by the
FACTS of what sinisters do and refuse to Follow.
AN OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS
OF GOD’S FAMILY:
Fellow Members of God’s Family, God’s little flock: After last
month’s printed admonition to all the Minister to STOP
MOVING God’s Sabbath to Friday, Sinisters “ARE” “still”
moving God’s Saturday 7th day Sabbath to Friday in
1/2 the World. = FACT. Therefore your Sinisters are
Devils, AS “PROVEN” BY THE FACTS! • “PROVEN” by the
“FACTS” of what they “DO.” • Unless YOU “choose” to
ignore FACTS. Be HONEST. Please ask your Sinisters:
“WHY” little they, do “NOT” obey, the Bible words
of Yah/GOD. ASK Them!
This is a plain FACTUAL statement, because: “FACTS”
“PROVE” your sinisters do “NOT” obey God. That is a FACT,
FACT, FACT. Period. Believe “FACTS.” Why ARE “you”
obeying men/your sinister “Instead” of obeying God?
Ask Yourself! You can “read” your Bible Deut 16:16 three
Pilgrimage Feasts a year just like Yeshua’s Family did for
Passover Luke 2:45. So why do you go along with one? You
can READ and FOLLOW your Bible, but your Sinisters
REFUSE to read and Follow God’s Bible!
You MEMBERS are in trouble with God, for none
ever hardened his heart against God or God’s true
church, and prospered long.
The contempt and scorn with which you Ministers treat
TO COG, and the little value you Sinisters set upon TO
COG, are noticed by God.
A door was opened for the preaching of the Gospel, BUT
we, the TRUE TO COG, have many adversaries, and these
powerful adversaries would use rage and persecution and
personal attack, BUT not FACTS; Radical Gestalt for you to
understand: For you members “NOT” to be like the Devils
(who do NOT do “All”), you must do “ALL.” Unless your
righteousness EXCEEDS that of your Sinister, you will
NOT enter the Kingdom. For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew
5:20. Wake up, fellow Brethren. It is said that “seeing is
believing,” BUT THE TRUTH “IS”: BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Once you start turning your wheel of understanding To
Obey “every” jot of Yah’s Bible, “then” God’s Power Steering
cuts in. Therefore: “Believing is Seeing,” YOU must be more
diligent than your Sinister/minister, and “YOU” MUST believe “every” jot of your Bible and NOT just what your Sinister
says. Jesus said FOR if you are not better than your Sinister, you
will NOT enter the Kingdom! Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT” children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children,
as “proven” by the following Facts on this page.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having them do: = such as Passover on the 15th or having
Passover at the beginning of the 14th before the Lambs
are killed instead of “after” the lambs have been killed
(which means on the 14th at just “15” minutes before the
15th Numbers 9:3) or ministers telling you “not” to
have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when Yah said “DO
“THIS” “THIS” “THIS” LAST Dinner in Remembrance of
Me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24. = DO THIS LAST DINNER 2 DAYS
BEFORE PASSOVER.
(The Last Dinner is “NOT” the Passover, so do not think
that you are having 2 Passovers, because you have
the Last Dinner at least 12 times a year every New
Month Day like David and the King did. 1 Samuel 20:5
David answered: “Tomorrow is the new moon, when
I should in fact dine with the king.).
Realize that because of the above FACTS that your minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are “NOT” following

God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
====================================
Truth is not just something that you believe. Truth is something that “IS,” and CANNOT be argued about.
====================================
Read your Bible and see and FOLLOW what is written
and NOT what your Sinister says! Your ministers keeps
you in ignorance of God’s Knowledge by design, because
they take away your ability to think and follow Yah’s Bible.
You MUST obey “ALL” of God’s Bible, to be one of His. “IF”
you do [all] of what I say, then you are my disciples. Ergo:
“IF” you do not do [all] of what I say, then you are
NOT my disciple, [you are Satan’s Disciple]. John 8:31
Your ministers/Sinisters do not preach the above truth
to you!
====================================
Realize the greatest form of control is: For you to be sitting
in a prison cell of ministers’ deception, and not knowing you are in a cell of ministers’ deceptions.
====================================
The BIGGEST TERRORISTS “ARE” YOUR MINISTERS,
because your Ministers will destroy your ETERNAL life
FOREVER, while Terrorists in the street will only destroy
your physical Life.
Solution: Instead move yourself to Obey Yah, and “NOT”
your Minister. When “YOU” move to obey, “then” God will
move you to understand. The Spirit is given to those who
obey. Acts 5:32 “NOT” to those who DISobey. God works
like power steering: When you turn the wheel (change your
way), “then” God’s Power cuts in. Make straight the way of the
Lord. John 1:23. Not crooked like your ministers do. Repent for
the time of the end is at hand. Again I say: Make straight the
way of the Lord. Come out of Egyptian Turkey gOD day, Sky
fATHERS DAY, MOTHER gODDESS DAY and OTHER false MINISTERS’ ways, OR BURN IN HELL, by following “DIS”obedient ministers. Revelations 21:27 where death and darkness
reign. Whoever “PRACTICES” A LIE will “NOT” be in the
Kingdom, Rev 22:15 but will be thrown into Hellfire.
That is how SERIOUS it is for you to STOP following your
lying Ministers, who do “NOT” follow God’s Bible, as
proven by the FACTS! You never know how much you really
believe anything until its truth or falsehood becomes a matter
of life and death for you. C.S. Lewis. The Solution IS for you
to BE like a Berean: These Jews were more open-minded than
those in Thessalonica . . . May all the hearers of the gospel
become like those of Berea, receiving the word . . . Acts 17:11.
Radical Gestalt for you to understand:
For you not to be like the Devils (who do NOT do “all”),
you must do “ALL.” Unless your righteousness EXCEEDS that of your Minister, you will NOT enter the
Kingdom. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:20.
Wake up. It is said that “seeing is believing,” BUT THE
TRUTH “IS”: BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Once you start turning your wheel of understanding to
obey “every” jot of Yah’s Bible, “then” God’s Power Steering
cuts in. Therefore: “Believing is Seeing,” YOU must be more
diligent than you Sinister minister, and believe “every” jot of
your Bible and NOT just what your Sinister says. Jesus said
that if you are not better than your Sinister, you will NOT
enter the Kingdom! Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT”
children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as
“proven” by the following Facts on this page.
When “YOU” move to obey, “then” God will move you to
understand. God works like power steering: When you turn
the wheel (change your way), “then” God’s Power cuts in.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having you do (= such as Passover on the 15th instead of the
14th 15 minutes before the 15th), or ministers telling you
“not” to have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when Yah said
“DO this LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me,” then that
minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are NOT following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
Truth is not just something that you believe. Truth is
something that “IS,” and CANNOT be argued about. Read
your Bible and see and FOLLOW what is written and
NOT what your Sinister says! Your minister keeps you in
ignorance of God’s Knowledge by design, because he takes
away your ability to think and follow Yah’s Bible.
You MUST obey “ALL” of God’s Bible, to be one of His. “IF”
you do [all] of what I say, then you are my disciples. Ergo:
“IF” you do not do [all] of what I say, then you are
NOT my disciple, [you are Satan’s Disciple]. John 8:31
When you are taking the Passover on the WRONG DAY,
as you are before the lambs are slain, that means you are
NOT taking the Passover. If you are celebrating July 4th by
using July 3rd, ergo you are NOT celebrating July 4th. Period.
Passover is on the 14th AFTER the lambs are slain the
afternoon of the 14th = twilight just before the 15th starts.
To say otherwise Defies God via defying God’s Biblical
instructions! Repent you ministers. The Israelites did NOT
have the Passover until “AFTER” the lambs were slain on the
Afternoon of the 14th = twilight before the 15th MORE
PROOF that: THE start of the 14th Hebrew time is NOT NOT
NOT the twilight of the 14th. Period as proven by the FACTS.

For questions:
answers@theworldtomorrow.org
For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4

Twilight of the 14th “IS” just before the 15th starts, and is
NOT NOT NOT at the end of the 13th. This is just plain common sense.
And if you want a Scientific Definition of Twilight here it is:
Per Times of day—National Institute of Standards and
Technology (www.nist.gov/pml/div688/times.cfm).
Twilight refers to the periods between the dawn and sunrise and sunset and dusk.
God states to take the Passover at Twilight on the 14th.
That doesn’t means take the Passover at 5 A.M. in the morning of the 14th.
But God does mean: 7:45 P.M. of the evening of the
14th, before sundown = not the end of the 13th, and
not 5 A.M. on the morning of the 14th = At the end of the
14th = just BEFORE the 15 th starts.
YOU are taking Passover on the twilight of the
13th as PROVEN BY THE Scientific “FACTS” for the definition of Twilight. To say the twilight of the 13th is the twilight
of the 14th defies common sense and logic, and defies
Science, “BECAUSE”: THE start of the 14th Hebrew time is
NOT NOT NOT the twilight of the 14th. Period.
1.) Passover is 15 minutes before the 15th starts, and
ends before the 15th starts.
2.) And the Israelites did NOT have the Passover until
“AFTER” the lambs were slain on the Afternoon of the 14th
= twilight before the 15th.
When you are taking the Passover on the WRONG DAY,
as you are before the lambs are slain, that means you are
NOT taking the Passover. If you are celebrating July 4th by
using July 3rd, ergo you are NOT celebrating July 4th. Period.
Passover is on the 14th AFTER the lambs are slain the
afternoon of the 14th = twilight just before the 15th starts.
3.) To say otherwise Defies God’s Bible.
Read our Journal ad, page 12 of Journal issue No. 170,
for more explanation.
In the meantime change your ways because:
1.) If you MISS the appointment with the President or
King, you are DOOMED.
2.) If you ministers thumb your nose at the King, by
DELIBERATELY MISSING his appointment TIME/date can
get you killed.
3.) What desire do you have to change your way? If
“none,” then you ARE headed to Hell.
4.) Repentance means to change your ways.
5.) Are you going to Repent and change your way of
opposition to celebrating Passover on the end of the 14th?
6.) If you repeat this sin of moving God’s Passover to the
beginning of the 14th from the end of the 14th, subverting
and disobeying the instruction of God, then YOU HAVE
NOT REPENTED.
7.) You have turned away from God’s law and have not
obeyed Him.
8.) If you Repented you would stop your sin of moving
the Passover to the beginning of the 14th.
9.) Instead you INSIST on repeating your Sin of moving
Passover to the beginning of the 14th.
10.) You have usurped God’s Holy Authority, by changing
his way.
11.) You have no fear of God, because you have scorned
“HIS” way of Passover at the end of the 14th.
12.) If you repented you would get rid of your sin, instead
you wilfully “repeat” the sin.
13.) You have scorned God’s way, as proven by the fact
of your moving Passover to the beginning of the 14th.
14.) If you put your way first, you will have to be thrown
into the Lake of Fire.
15.) You are not to enable your ministers to lead you in
Sin.
16.) What is Sin: Sin is transgression of the law. 1 John
3:4.
17.) The Law tells you to have Passover at the “end” of
the 14th. Numbers 9:3.
18.) You are wilfully transgressing the Law of God.
19.) You are wilfully SINNING.
20.) You are wilfully SINNING at the same time you are
taking the Bread and Wine!
21.) You are following your Sinister, when God tells you
to live by every word of God. Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4;
Deuteronomy 8:3-4.
22.) Instead you are choosing to live by the words of your
Sinister.
23.) Are you going to obey God or Man?
24.) Do you have a desire to change to God’s correct day
of the Passover which is after the lambs are killed in the
afternoon and eaten at sundown of the 14th just before the
start of the 15th?
If you wish to follow God and not men, then have the
Passover in your home like the 1st Century Christians did by
following these words: http://www.forthenations.com/
column.html#Kiddish
Be like a Bereans: These Jews were more open-minded than
those in Thessalonica . . . May all the hearers of the gospel
become like those of Berea, receiving the word . . . Acts 17:11.
Leave your Spiritual Egypt of disobedience Revelation 11:8. The Sinisters “ARE” disobedient of having Passover before the Lambs are killed. Make straight the Paths of
The Lord. You must live “WITHOUT” SIN, and not start the
year by sinning on Passover with the wrong day! Sin
IS transgression of the law. 1 John 3:4. And you are transgressing God’s law by having Passover on the wrong
day. REPENT. Confess you are Breaking the Law 1 John 8:110. Solution: Have Passover in your home at twilight on
Saturday April 4th according to God’s Sacred Calendar. Send
Questions to: answers@theworldtomorrow.org
“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving
the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains
a sacrifice for sins, but a terrifying expectation of
judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL
CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES.” Hebrews 10:26-27.

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
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How God Thinks
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

T

he Bible (in Genesis) begins with a
Greek word that should be in Hebrew.
The Old Testament is in the Court of
the Throne of God.
God is putting all
readers on trial. Legally, this
is called a deposition and is
written by God Himself.
This book is a legal document witnessing the judgment of God between the
Art Mokarow
innocent and the guilty.

“The Word” starts and manifests the numerous
suns that make up the increasing galaxies, including the Milky Way, of the universe.
Stars Represent Celebration

The word celebrate designates having a
party—a dance because everyone is so happy
they cannot sit still. They are full of life because
God has reproduced Himself into many galaxies
(Isaiah 40:28-31).
This is a Jubilee. On the earth, every person
celebrates those who accomplish some unusual
event that many dream about. These are celebriWitness of the Stars
ties, movie stars, athletes, artists, dancers, invenPaul, the apostle of Christ, reiterated to the Ro- tors and so on without number.
Why without number? Simply it is because
mans what the Holy Spirit of God taught Him.
God can be and freely
Paul noted that the invisible, secret things
chooses whatever He
You are to find God. By seeing
about God are cleardecides.
earthly things, you can know how
ly seen in your mind
God thinks and why you were born.
The Two Highways
by the things physObviously, God has
ically made (Robestowed two paths, roads or highways for you to
mans 1:20 paraphrased).
Now you can understand why you were made follow, to live in His holy house as well as the
entire estate of God. His estate includes far more
from the earth.
By the dust from which you came, you are than His house. This is a Temple because it is very
holy since it is always pure and thoroughly clean.
to find God and, by seeing earthly things, you
Jesus, the first-begotten Son of God, is also
can know how God thinks and why you were
part of this Temple and is where He presently
born.
lives (Revelation 21:22).
Everything is here for you to see if you would
The rest of mankind can choose to follow human
only look.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The 1st Antichrist
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CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

works or Godly “works,” where only God does the
work and not the works of man.
Jesus as the Son of Man said the same thing.
Jesus said He could do nothing of Himself but only
what His Heavenly Father told Him (John 5:30 paraphrased).

fisherman. Many Antichrists think they were and
are “in Christ,” but they follow Satan.
The Missing Bait
God does not ever go fishing by baiting a

The Antichrist
Did you know the original Satan, who became
a devil and is acting like a lion, will finally
destroy the Family of God by being the first Antichrist? He blinds whoever follows him (II Corinthians 4:1-4; I Peter 5:8 paraphrased).
This is why Paul said there are many other
Antichrists who follow Satan the Devil. Anyone
who follows Satan as their bishop becomes an
Antichrist.

hook. God always uses a net. Net fishing is a
much better system of catching fish since not one
fish gets hurt (the mouth of the fish is not
Sweet-Talking Satan
harmed).
When Satan, in the garden, was acting as the
Jonah, when he refused to be the prophet of
helper of God, he was
God so the people of
a duplicate of Jesus.
Satan failed to tell Eve she would
God (Israel) would
die. Satan baited her and she
He was humble as
not be conquered in
became a hooked fish, ready to die.
could be. Satan knew
the future by the
God was reproducing
Ninevites, decided to
Himself, which is why Satan told Eve she would leave the area by boat. He fell in the sea as bait.
become just like God.
He was hooked by a special great fish by God.
Satan failed to tell her she would die. Satan
It is sort of silly that Jonah thought he could
baited Eve and she became a hooked fish, ready hide from God. Even if he stood on the top of a
to die.
cliff and fell into the sea, the fish would still get
Throughout world history the devil was a good
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Fulfillment

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

him. There is nowhere to run from God. God
knows how to bait future Christians who are
looking for a better life.

Once all the Prophets and the Law are fulfilled,
they are finished (Matthew 5:17-18). When
something is full, there is no more room in the
House of God.
The Call Of God
The rest of the guests, Israelites and the GenGod is very concerned not to let His children tiles, can only visit the Temple of God in the Courtdrown as were the evil ones in Noah’s Flood. yards. The others, those not invited, can only
Wickedness is mankind’s enemy—it is better to come to Solomon’s Porch. This was the only place
follow God. God calls His church family accord- the uninvited could come and speak.
Jesus was allowed
ing to His will and
to teach but nowhere
not mankind’s will.
God is concerned not to let His children
else in the Temple.
Do not be a Jonah
drown as were the evil ones in Noah’s
When Christ went
and do it the hard
Flood. Wickedness is mankind’s enemy.
into the Temple where
way. The Heavenly
animals for sacrifice
Father will always
forgive you and teach you the truth when you were sold, He became furious and said they
should not make His “Father’s house” a place of
look to Him.
Jonah was selfish and this was his sin. He was merchandise (which is a personal business).
The gifts of God are always free, just for the
more grateful for the shade of the gourd than concerned with sparing 60,000 people (Jonah 4:10- asking, especially for the needy.
The thoughts and mind of God are so much
11). Thank God He had more feelings for the
higher and better than the mind or thinking of
60,000 individuals than the shade of a gourd.
mankind. Read Job 42:1-7.
John’s Love
Once you know part of the truth, God tells you
John was the disciple Jesus loved. John was there will always be more to understand. The
chosen by God and Jesus to fulfill all laws minds of mankind are not capable to know all
there is to know—what God knows. God is eter(Romans 13:10).
John had the love of God, just like Jesus. For this nal and you will never catch up to Him.
The Temple of God is and always will be free
reason, God and Jesus, who think alike, picked
John since all three had the same love. All three for the asking. Because He is a loving Father, run
thought and lived the same. These three, God, Jesus after Him crying out Abba Father, my Father, my
and John, having the duplicate of the love of God, Father, come to the earth.
Everyone should want to think like God!
always followed each other as family. All three are
holy. They are the Eternal Ones (John 5:24).
Amen.
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Notes and quotes
Bible course and more
BASINGSTOKE, England—
New Horizons magazine and
the Churches of God Outreach
Ministries
(CGOM)
offer a 32lesson
Bible-study
course.
CGOM’s
website lists
more than
100 Biblebased
articles that
James McBride
address
questions “frequently on the
minds of Christians.”
Website visitors can download any of the articles or
request printed copies.
There are also online audio
sermons, links to groups associated with CGOM, back issues
of New Horizons magazine and
“an online magazine for our
younger readers.”
Go to cgom.org or write P.O.
Box 25250, 6 Slington House,
Rankine Road, Basingstoke,
U.K. RG24 8Ph; or P.O. Box
54621, Tulsa, Okla. 74155,
U.S.A.; or P.O. Box 476, Don
Mills Station, Don Mills, Ont.,
Canada M3C 2T4.
Foundation Institute
ALLEN, Texas—The UCG’s
ABC classes aren’t the only
ones that are available among
the Churches of God.
The Church of God a
Worldwide Association
(CGWA), also known as
Cogwa, has Continuing
Education classes at its facility
in Allen, Texas, north of Dallas.
The full title of the program is
Foundation Institute, Center for
Biblical Education, and will consist of two seminars at the
headquarters office in the
summer of 2015.
Each of the seminars, which
will be essentially identical, will
include about 30 class hours of
instruction provided by institute
instructors and administrators.
Most of the instruction will
come directly from the Bible.
The CGWA also sponsors a
nine-month education program
of classes, “a dynamic in-depth
study of the Holy Bible.”
THE JOURNAL wondered if
Church of God members other

than from CGWA would be
welcome in Foundation Institute
classes.
An inquiry from a JOURNAL
writer to a CGWA official was
not responded to by the deadline for this issue of THE
JOURNAL.
However, the information is
readily available to the public at
the church’s website, so
perhaps applications from nonCGWA members as well as
CGWA members would be
considered.
Faculty members listed on
the website are Jim Franks,
Douglas Horchak, David
Johnson, Erik Jones, Clyde
Kilough, Ralph Levy, Joel
Meeker, David Myers and
Richard Thompson.
For more information
write P.O. Box 1009, Allen,
Texas 75013, U.S.A., or visit
foundationinstitute.org.
Challenger camp
MILFORD, Ohio—A camp
called the Challenger East program is planned for northeast
Ohio in August 2015.
The camp, sponsored by the
United Church of God, is for a
“small but dedicated group of
young adults” who are ready to
tackle the woods of early
America’s heartland later this
summer.
Challenger is a wildernessbased adventure leadership
program for adults age 18
and older.
Its theme will be “Back to the
Basics of Truth.”
For more information and
to see if you qualify to participate, contact camp director
Randy Stiver at randy_stiver@
ucg.org. Or write the UCG at
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45254, U.S.A.
Applications for
ABC for 2016
MILFORD, Ohio—Another
opportunity from the United
Church of God: The church is
accepting applications for its
Ambassador Bible College
class for 2016.
Applications can be downloaded at abc.ucg.org/applications. For answers to your questions about ABC, contact Frank
Dunkle at frank_dunkle@ucg.
org or (513) 843-4006.
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Book attempts to give ‘real’ story of Noah
By Mac Overton
IG SANDY, Texas—I found a
recent (2014) book to be a good
addition to my library as I try to
add to my understanding of Genesis.
I became aware of Noah: The Real
Story, by Larry Stone ($12 in paperback and $7 Kindle edition at Amazon, published by Kingsley Books,
Nashville), through listening to the
radio program Coast to Coast AM.
Coast to Coast is a blessing for insomniacs as long as the program does
not delve into demonology, witchcraft
and stuff like that.
Mr. Stone was a guest on one episode of that late-night early-morning
tour de force.
The main host, George Noory,
seems to have a fair understanding of
the Bible and is not hostile to biblical
topics.

B

Noah did things, only how he might
have done them.
Animal ventilation
For example, he discusses how animal heat might have, through convective currents going through
flues, provided ventilation for the ark. And
how about disposing
of up to 12 tons of
animal manure a day,
if the minimum number of “kinds” were
on the ark?
He also says that we
don’t know for sure
what “kind” meant, as
opposed to species. Maybe two
of each animal (plus seven pairs of
clean animals) would have been carried through the Flood and branched
out to form the varieties of each animal
in the world today.
(Like the breeds of dogs, for instance, although that would indicate
evolution within species.)

The hull was sealed with pitch, although no one is sure what pitch was
(whether petroleum or tree-sap based,
for instance), and even what “gopher
wood” was. It is also interesting that
the word ark may be related to the
ancient Egyptian word for
coffin.
He notes that Genesis says surprisingly
little about Noah, except for his righteousness and “being pure in
his generations,” whatever that means.
Jasher, Enoch,
Jubilees
To flesh out the few
verses in Genesis, one must go to the
books of Jasher, Enoch and Jubiliees
and hope there is some semblance of
truth there.
Author Stone’s book is an easy
read of fewer than 160 pages.
While I recommend the book, I must
say I was disappointed that Mr. Stone
did not elaborate on some things he
touched on in the Coast to Coast broadcast in answer to listeners’ questions.

Cute bathtub toy
Mr. Stone is a vice president of
Thomas Nelson Publishers and has
written The Story of the Bible for them
and Women of the Bible for another
End-jointed planking
publisher.
Construction of the ark was also
Like many of us, he has been fascinated by the story of Noah since a discussed. It had to be quite sophistichild. His life of research has led him cated, since the slapping of waves Ham a stepson?
For example, it was speculated that
to believe that the ark was not like “a could have knocked wooden boards
Ham was not a blood
cute bathtub toy boat
son of Noah but rather
with giraffes sticking
their necks out the
There was speculation that many species a stepson, because he
so different in temtop” (see the artist’s
of animals may have been represented by was
perament from Shem
concept on this page).
Indeed, it was one DNA, used to recreate them after the Flood. and Japheth. (Don’t
stone me. I’m only the
of the most technoreporter.)
logically advanced
And there was also speculation that
wooden ships ever built, he says, and loose and caused the boat and all life
many species of animals may have
it was only in the last two centuries on it to sink.
The author suggests that it was con- been represented by DNA, used to
that ships were built that exceeded the
structed through a labor-intensive recreate them after the Flood, rather
purported size of the ark.
Mr. Stone is clear that we, in this method called “end-jointed planking,” than actual physical specimens.
All in all, a worthwhile book.
age, will never know for sure how which would give it extra strength.

Sabbath directory in 11th edition since 1957
Continued from page 1

mailing biblesabbath@comcast.net.
The directory is available for $12
per copy including postage, or three
copies for $25. Add $3 per book for
extra postage for non-U.S. orders.
Following is the “Bible Sabbath Association’s Sabbath-Keeper’s Pledge”:
As a follower of Jesus Christ—
I pledge to give my first love and
loyalty to the true God, who reveals
Himself best in Jesus. As Savior of
men and Lord of the Sabbath, Christ
does for me what no one else and no
day of the week can do.
I pledge to be clear about salvation’s source by confessing that my
sins are forgiven and eternal life is
promised me only by the grace of God

through faith in Christ, not because I
am a Sabbath-keeper.
I pledge to admit and agree that
God’s people
may be in many
religious organizations or in
none of them.
No longer will I
judge people’s
faith based on
the church group
they do or don’t
belong to.
I pledge to
emphasize that
the seventh-day Sabbath is more than a
law to be obeyed; it is also a unique
gift of God to be enjoyed and celebrat-

ed with great benefit by all who receive
it in faith.
I pledge to remember that the
primary need of people is to know
God’s love and grace in the gospel,
and that their need to know and
observe His Sabbath is secondary to
their need for Christ.
I pledge to recognize Sabbathkeeping Christians as a valued and
respected family within God’s household of faith, and to use what opportunities I have to encourage and support
this diverse family.
I pledge to love my neighbors,
my fellow Christians and my fellow
Sabbath-keepers as myself, according
to the second great commandment of
the Lord.
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