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A spate of deaths results in
cooperative funeral services
This article includes opinions of
the writer, who, with his wife, Linda,
publishes THE JOURNAL.
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—Has anyone
else noticed that it sure seems like
a lot of people have died lately?
From the beginning of 2014, Linda
and I can count 20 people we have
some connection with who have
passed on.
An example is the passing of Ray
Kurr, a relative and close friend in Oklahoma, on May 2. A few days ago we
heard about our friend Cindy Curley
in Altadena, Calif., who died July 23.
Two of the demises were on the same
day: my mom, Helen Cartwright, and
our friend Thalia Hufton. They both
left us on June 27.
Another friend was a Church of
God old-timer, Al Mischnick. Mr.
Mischnick was 93, but his passing on
July 15 still startled. He seemed to be
feeling fine and even drove his car the
day before he died.
Some of the situations I took note
of because of how the deceased’s funeral or memorial service was conducted. Following are three examples.
The services (in chronological order) for Mrs. Hufton, Mr. Mischnick
and Mrs. Curley (wife of Harry) were
notably ecumenical. They involved
members, including speakers and
moderators, from more than one
Church of God group.
Mrs. Hufton’s service took place
in the building owned by the United
Church of God (UCG) in Big Sandy
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and was reportedly the highest-attended event in the building’s seven-year
history. About 560 people were there,
along with only 450 chairs.
Don Ward, local UCG pastor, conducted the service. Speakers also included friends and relatives in other
Church of God groups, and the people
in the audience were from many COG
(and non-COG) affiliations and former affiliations.
Mr. Mischnick’s memorial service was on July 27 in the building
owned by the Church of God Big
Sandy (CGBS). Although he was a
UCG elder and retired UCG employee, he mostly attended church services
at the CGBS with his son Don.
Officiating Mr. Mischnick’s service
was CGBS pastor Dave Havir, who
asked UCG pastor Don Ward to preach
about the resurrection.
Just before this issue of THE
JOURNAL went to press, we learned of
the passing of our friend Cindy Curley in the Pasadena, Calif., area.
Mrs. Curley’s service was officiated by David Antion, pastor of the
Church of God Southern California
and founder of Guardian Ministries.
Yet Mrs. Curley, along with her
husband, Harry, was a member of the
Christian Biblical Church of God,
pastored by Fred Coulter.
See Thalia Hufton’s and Al Mischnick’s obituaries in issue No. 163 of
THE JOURNAL, dated June 30, 2014.
See Mrs. Curley’s obituary, and several others, on page 9 of this issue and
an article about Mr. Mischnick beginning on page 3 of this issue.

COG Downers Grove merges
with Chicagoland COG

C

HICAGO, Ill.—The Church are uniting in fellowship, they will
of God Downers Grove and maintain their separate budgets, at
the Chicagoland Church of least for now. After a year, the conGod, two Chicago-area locally gov- gregations will reevaluate their relaerned spin-offs from the Church of tionship and consider further unifiGod International (CGI), have cation. The Church of God Downers
agreed to meet together and conduct Grove, however, has agreed to share
the expenses of renting
regularly scheduled
the Naperville assembly
joint church services
building.
in Naperville, Ill.
Said Mr. Svehla, “Our
The members of
church [has] voted to
both congregations
continue our own treasapproved the collabury for at least a year but
oration in May 2014.
to pay our share of the
“As of June 7,
rent and expenses for the
2014, we will be comchurch services to give
bining with the Chicagoland Church of The merged congregations the members time to ensure that the groups are
God at their facility meet in this building.
compatible.”
in Naperville,” read
The merger in fellowship requires
a message prominently printed in
bold red type on the Church of God the congregations to make a few
Downers Grove Web site. “Please procedural and stylistic adjustments
note that we will no longer be meet- and compromises.
For example, the format and oring at the Oak Brook Park District.”
der of services of the congregations
Church overseers
are slightly different, and the prefThe Chicagoland Church of God, erence and selection of hymns of the
which averaged a weekly Sabbath two groups are not always the same.
attendance of about 12 persons, is The sound of music
overseen by Duane Nicol and Jim
The Chicagoland Church of God
Patterson.
The Church of God Downers has been using a hymnal compiled
Grove, which averaged about a 30- by Alex Kennedy, pastor of the
person attendance, is overseen by Church of God Winnipeg, titled
Church of God Hymnal and often
Ken Svehla.
Although the two congregations
See SHEPHERD’S VOICE, page 7

The Journal’s
Feast listing
in this issue

T

THE KIESZES ON TOUR—John and Katherine Kiesz smile for a photo in the late 1920s
or early 1930s. Elder Kiesz, a patriarch of the Church of God (Seventh Day) headquartered
in Denver, Colo., traveled extensively with his wife in several states and Canadian provinces
and at least four other countries preaching and making music. See the articles on this page
and pages 4 and 5 about the Kieszes’ ministry, including Linda Moll Smith’s articles based
on an interview with Mr. Kiesz in 1996 shortly before he died. See also a rare article by Mrs.
Kiesz on page 5. [Photo downloaded from giveshare.org, the Web site of Giving & Sharing]

HE JOURNAL lists contact information, locations and
dates of Feast of Tabernacles observances for 2014 in this
issue on page 8.
If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days
in the date.
For example, many observances this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

John and Katherine Kiesz spread the Word via
travel, preaching and music through the ’90s
By Linda Moll Smith
ohn Kiesz was considered a patriarch of the Church of God (Seventh Day). THE JOURNAL takes a
look at the life and ministry of Elder
Kiesz, along with his wife, Katherine.
Born in 1903, John Kiesz grew up
in a German Sabbath-keeping Church
of God congregation
near Eureka, S.D. In
1898 a minister by the
name of Halbesleben
accepted the doctrine
of the Sabbath, and as
a result some Seventh-day Adventist
churches became in- Linda Moll
dependent Sabbatari- Smith
an congregations.
Elder Kiesz’s uncle, Chris Kiesz,
was converted in 1910, and the Germans came into contact with the
Church of God General Conference at
Stanberry, Mo., in 1923. John Kiesz
was baptized a year later.
About 1925 Mr. Kiesz became contributing editor of the German edition
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of the Church of God (Seventh Day)
magazine The Bible Advocate. He met
his future wife, a native of Canada, at
a camp meeting near Eureka, Mo., in
1927. They married in 1929.
After they graduated from Arizona
Teachers’ College they traveled and
played and sang gospel music. Their
ministry took them to 37 states and
several Canadian provinces.
In 1931 Mr. Kiesz traveled to Stanberry, where he served for two years
as the editor of The Bible Advocate.
In 1934 the Kieszes entered fulltime evangelistic work. He worked
closely with Radio (later Worldwide)
Church of God founder Herbert Armstrong from 1935 to 1945.
The Kieszes lost their first two
children, but their two younger children, Pearl and Martha, assisted them
by singing in evangelistic meetings
from 1940 to 1956 and occasionally
in later years.
From 1959 to 1963 Elder Kiesz
served as a professor at Midwest
Bible College in Stanberry, continu-

ing evangelistic meetings in the summer months.
For several years Mr. Kiesz pastored a church in St. Louis, Mo.
The Kieszes continued to travel
widely, building up churches around
the country.
Funds from the sale of a record
album of their gospel songs enabled
them to conduct a missionary trip to
Israel, Europe and England in 1971.
In the 1980s the Kieszes retired to
live in Canon City, Colo., where Mrs.
Kiesz died in 1993.
Until 1996 Mr. Kiesz continued to
conduct Sabbath services from his
home. He died April 22, 1996, in
Canon City.
See two more articles about the
Kieszes by this writer reprinted from
the May 27, 1996, issue of In Transition, the independent Church of God
newspaper published by John Robinson from 1995 to 1997. They’re on
page 4 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
See also an article by Mrs. Kiesz on
page 5.

Coming in ’15: A reunion of AC’s first 30 years

A

n organizer of a reunion
planned for next year in Pasadena says it will focus on the
first 30 years of the California campus of Ambassador College.
Bob Gerringer said the event will
“celebrate our unique experiences
and friendships as AC students.”
It will bring together students who
attended AC Pasadena between 1947
and 1977.
The reunion will be Friday, Feb.
27, through Monday, March 2, 2015,
in the Pasadena Hilton Hotel.
“There will be a full range of activities, including visits to the former
Ambassador College campus,” Mr.
Gerringer said, “and, most impor-

tantly, the opportunity to become reacquainted with friends from your
college years.”
The weekend will feature a dedicated hospitality room replete with

are encouraged to check out the Web
site, ACPasadenaReunion.com.
It includes a link to an E-mail that
went out to 450 former students.
For more information contact Mr.

memorabilia such as copies of The
Envoy and The Portfolio and photos.
Students from AC’s first 30 years

Gerringer (bob@acpasadenareunion.
com) or Carol Stephenson Taylor
(carol@acpasadenareunion.com).
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Letters from our readers
Shocking revelation

D

ave Havir’s column in issue
No. 163 was a shocking revelation to me. [See “A ‘Crisis of
Conscience’ Opens Eyes” beginning
on page 3 of that issue.]

The book he suggests [written by
Raymond Franz, a former member of
the council of elders of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses] could have been written by
some in the COG movement with
only the names changed.
If they were treating the elect in the
group badly, how do you think they
were treating the nonelite?
If a Christian is compromising his
conscience, is he not compromising
his self-respect, love for God and faith
in God? Why would any church leader ask anyone to do this?
I had no idea people could be so blind
to horrendous abuse and even seek justification or excuses for it and the people
doing it. “For the greater good” is a label
of the Dark Ages church.
Dave opened my eyes to show that
God-fearing people, in all classes, are
driven to sacrifice their religious integrity and lives on the altar of organized religion “for the greater good.”
Phillip Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Inner workings
Thank you for printing my letter in
the latest issue (No. 163, dated June
30, 2014).
There seems to be a theme running
through the entire issue (by design?)
contrasting the merits of using our
brains vs. the pervasive them-and-us
mentality. And then the joke by Reg
Killingley (on page 16). Brilliant!
I also appreciated the long book
review by Dave Havir. [See “A ‘Crisis
of Conscience’ Opens Eyes,” page 3.]
The explanation of the inner workings of the JWs exactly mirrors my own
experiences in the Armstrong move-

always have been, as bad or worse
than in America.
I looked at actual numbers like
“body counts” and that’s what the data
show.
Mr. Harris is guilty of “confirmation bias.” He selectively quotes data
in such a way that they confirm his
expectations.
He believes we are in the end time,
but I can find no objective weather
data to actually back that up.
The details can be found on my site
(church-of-god.info) in an article
called “Natural Disasters Are Not
Getting Worse.”
Gun Lap
Via the Internet
The answer is simple, Trisha
In issue No. 163 Trisha Svehla asked,
“Why can’t we all just get along?” in
her opinion piece on page 3.
If one examines Scripture, the answer is simple. “These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having
the Spirit” (Jude 19), “for you are still
carnal. For where there are envy, strife,
and divisions among you, are you not
carnal and behaving like mere men?”
(1 Corinthians 3:3).
So why did Trisha need to ask the
question?
For some reason the people of the

issue No. 162, dated May
31, 2014.]
I received a very encouraging letter from
Arnold Schwarzenegger. Here are some
excerpts:
“I am very sorry Harry was ill and left us so
soon. He was a special person who spent his life giving back. It was always
great to spend time with
him, and I count him among
my mentors and friends.
Through his example I learned not
only about fitness and perseverance,
but about family by watching him
interact with you and his kids.
“Due to my current filming schedule in Louisiana I will not be able to
attend this weekend’s memorial, but I
send you and your family my heartfelt
condolences and best wishes for a
beautiful event.”
Indeed it was a beautiful event.
Many celebrities were there including
Wayne Grimditch, world water-ski
champion, actor Bruce Locke, Olympic medalist and world record holder
Dwight Stones, Olympic gold medalist John Naber, five gold medals and
one silver in swimming as well as
Olympian James Butts, silver medalist in triple jump.
The legendary Olga Connolly, gold
medalist in the discus, was there. She
was in five Olympics from 1956 to
1972 and carried the United States
flag in the Munich Olympics in 1972,
Sarah Sneider
Arcadia, Calif.
Does God care about
this kind of stuff?
Pastor Fred Coulter of the Christian
Biblical Church of God recently
attacked Dixon Cartwright’s THE
JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF

‘Why can’t we all just get along? If one examines
Scripture, the answer is simple. “Sensual persons”
cause divisions, not having the Spirit.’
ment. As Raymond Franz explained in
his book, being away from such organizations brings an inner peace.
Bob Etheridge
Victoria, B.C.
100-year weather comparison
A recent issue of THE JOURNAL (No.
161) carried an article by Brian Harris
citing plenty of scary statistics about
how bad the weather is in the U.S.A.
along with the usual warning about
Germany.
Probably since the 1930s (or sooner?) the Church of God has heard stories about the bad weather in America.
But looking at bad weather mostly
in a few countries (mainly the U.S.A.
and Britain) tells us little or nothing
about how those countries compare to
the global situation. Looking mostly
at recent weather tells us little or nothing about long-term trends going back
decades.
I actually spent quite some time
comparing past weather (going back
about 100 years) to the present weather, as well as comparing America to
places like India, China, Africa and
the Middle East.
Guess what. The past was just as
bad as it is now, and weather problems
in the rest of the world are now, and
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Churches of God don’t see that those
scriptures apply to them. Divisions are
considered normal. The membership
has been told that they have the Spirit of
God for so long that they easily believe.
However, the leaders who told
them they have the Spirit are usually
the very ones who enable the divisions. Their experience with the Spirit
of God evidently comes from reading
about it in a book.
The fruits, the evidence, of the
Spirit are “love, joy, peace, patience,”
etc. (Galatians 5:22-23).
The divisions are the result of people
who are not happy, have no great concern for those they leave behind, don’t
know how to make peace and aren’t
willing to wait for the Head of the
church to solve the perceived problem.
Everett Leisure
South Pasadena, Calif.
Farewell to Harry Sneider
It was a real blessing to have
Harry’s memorial and celebration at
the former Ambassador College Student Center. Many memories there!
And almost all THE JOURNALS on display were picked up!
[See “How a Disability Can Lead
to the Career of a Lifetime” about the
life and passing of Harry Sneider in

GOD for the editor’s willingness to
publish a wide variety of perspectives/opinions in his newspaper.
[See “Minister Fred Coulter Criticizes THE JOURNAL in Videos Available
on His Church’s Web Site,” issue No.
162, dated May 31, 2014.]
When asked to respond to Pastor
Coulter’s comments, Mr. Cartwright
said: “THE JOURNAL is a forum that was
originally meant for Church of God
Christians to be able to air their opinions, including opinions about doctrine,
and also communicate with each other
across Church of God boundaries.”
How do these claims stack up
against each other? More important,
does God care about this kind of stuff?
In defense of Mr. Coulter’s statements, David Froloff wrote a letter to
the editor that appeared in the most
recent number of THE JOURNAL (No.
163). In it he accused Mr. Cartwright
of not believing in the authority or
inspiration of Scripture.
He then went on to affirm that God
had indeed commanded that entire
nations be exterminated, and that God
had also rejoiced at the prospect of
splattering the brains of Babylon’s
children against a stone wall.
Anyone who has been exposed to
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the Worldwide Church of God culture
for any length of time knows there
have always been people within it
who have attempted to discourage or
forbid their “brethren” from reading
or listening to information that in any
way contradicted the party line.
But each individual has the responsibility to test the spirits and make
sure that what people write and say
makes sense and agrees with the totality of the scriptural evidence.
As someone who is arrogant
enough to believe that I don’t have a
lock on the truth, I’m glad there is a
publication like THE JOURNAL. I enjoy
reading perspectives and opinions on
the issues that I care about.
The truth is not a fragile thing. If I
could prove that something was true
30 years ago, I should still be able to
demonstrate that truth today. If I can’t,
it must not have been true to begin
with, right?
A few final questions for readers:
Do you honestly believe that God commanded the Israelites to commit genocide (remember what happened to the
Jews in the Holocaust)?
Do you honestly believe God could
take pleasure in a babies’ brains being
dashed against a stone wall?
I believe the Bible is inspired, but I
don’t believe either one of those
things originated in the mind of God.
You might want to rethink those
points, Mr. Froloff.
Lonnie Hendrix
Fayetteville, Ark.
Passover or Lord’s Supper
In the argument about Jesus and His
Last Supper, Daniel Botha was right to
call it the Lord’s Supper and not
Passover, because that is what it is.
[See Mr. Botha’s essay in issue No.
159, dated Feb. 28, 2015, and rebuttals by Bernie Monsalvo and Gary
Woodring in issue No. 161, dated
April 30, 2014.]
Our problem in understanding the
chronology and nature of the events
preceding the crucifixion is the direct
result of the poor translation of the
Greek text of the synoptic Gospels
relating to the time of the Last Supper.
In particular we have the Greek
word protos to contend with. Of itself
it means “first,” but when used in a
genitive context it means “before.”
We see this evidenced in John 1:15,
30, where John says of Jesus that He
is protos mu, literally “first of me” but
translated correctly into English as
“before me.”
We can only wonder why the translators then translated Matthew 26:17
the way that they did. Here we have
the Greek text telling us oe de prote
ton azumon, which is incorrectly
translated to say “on the first day of
Unleavened bread.”
It should be translated to say “on the
day before unleavened bread.” Note
that it is the singular “day” of unleavened bread and not the plural “days.”
We find the exact same problem in
Mark 14:12, but Mark also helps us
understand this “day of unleavened
bread” is the day on which the Passover lambs were killed (at midafternoon, which is the time “between
the evenings”) in preparation for the
Passover meal that same evening.
For Jesus to be our Passover lamb
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remit in U.S. funds):
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
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Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £18 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

means He died at the same time as the
lambs were being killed: at midafternoon on the 14th of Abib.
We find the same chronology problem in Luke, although the reason for
the problem is somewhat different.
Only the Gospel of John correctly
translates the chronology and events
associated with the Last Supper, the
Lord’s Supper.
Hanging onto our traditional beliefs
is good when we are not at odds with
the text of the Bible. However, before
we insist that our traditions are correct
we should check the Greek or Hebrew
to make sure the translators have not
led us astray.
So what is the conclusion of the
matter? Jesus ate a Last Supper with
His disciples on Tuesday night, and
this was not a Passover meal.
He was then arrested later on Tuesday night and crucified the following
day, on Wednesday.
The Jews ate the Passover on the
Wednesday night, which was the biblical Passover night or what we also
call the Night to Be Much Observed.
The Jews correctly keep Passover
at the end of the 14th (the start of the
15th), so Jesus did not eat the Passover on the night of the 13th, the socalled early-14th dating.
See MORE LETTERS, page 8
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Columns and commentary

Take it from an M.D., doctors die differently
Ken Murray, M.D., at the time of
this writing (Nov. 30, 2011) was clinical assistant professor of family medicine at the University of Southern
California. This article was originally
published at Zócalo Public Square, a
nonprofit ideas exchange that blends
live events and humanities journalism.
By Ken Murray
OS ANGELES, Calif.—Years
ago Charlie, a highly respected
orthopedist and a mentor of
mine, found a
lump in his
stomach.
He had a surgeon explore the
area, and the diagnosis was pancreatic cancer.
This surgeon
was one of the
best in the country. He had even
invented a pro- Ken Murray
cedure for this
exact cancer that could triple a patient’s five-year-survival odds—from
5 percent to 15 percent—albeit with a
poor quality of life.
Charlie was uninterested. He went
home the next day, closed his practice
and never set foot in a hospital again.
He focused on spending time with
family and feeling as good as possible.
Several months later he died at
home. He got no chemotherapy, radiation or surgical treatment. Medicare
didn’t spend much on him.

L

Futile care
Almost all medical professionals
have seen what we call “futile care”
being performed on people. That’s
when doctors bring the cutting edge of
technology to bear on a grievously ill
person near the end of life.
The patient will get cut open, perforated with tubes, hooked up to machines and assaulted with drugs. All
of this occurs in the intensive-care
unit at a cost of tens of thousands of
dollars a day.
What it buys is misery we would
not inflict on a terrorist.
‘Promise to kill me’
I cannot count the number of times
fellow physicians have told me, in
words that vary only slightly, “Promise me if you find me like this that
you’ll kill me.”
They mean it. Some medical personnel wear medallions stamped NO CODE
to tell physicians not to perform CPR
on them. I have even seen it as a tattoo.
Care that causes suffering
To administer medical care that
makes people suffer is anguishing. Physicians are trained to gather information without revealing any of their
own feelings, but in private, among
fellow doctors, they’ll vent.
“How can anyone do that to their
family members?” they’ll ask.
I suspect it’s one reason physicians
have higher rates of alcohol abuse and
depression than professionals in most
other fields. I know it’s one reason I
stopped participating in hospital care
for the last 10 years of my practice.
How has it come to this: that doctors administer so much care that they
wouldn’t want for themselves?
The simple, or not so simple, an-

their confusion and sorrow, will they
ask about it or hear what a physician
may be telling them.
For their part, doctors told to do
“everything” will do it, whether it is
reasonable or not.
CPR frequently counterproductive
The above scenario is a common
one. Feeding into the problem are unrealistic expectations of what doctors
can accomplish. Many people think of
CPR, cardiopulmonary resuscitation,
as a reliable lifesaver when, in fact, the
results are usually poor.
I’ve had hundreds of people brought
to me in the emergency room after
getting CPR. Exactly one, a healthy
man who’d had no heart troubles (for
those who want specifics, he had a
“tension pneumothorax”), walked out
of the hospital.
If a patient suffers from severe illness, old age or a terminal disease, the
odds of a good outcome from CPR are
infinitesimal, while the odds of suffering are overwhelming.
Poor knowledge and misguided
expectations lead to a lot of bad decisions.

Doctors enable
But of course it’s not just patients
making these things happen. Doctors
play an enabling role too. The trouble
is that even doctors who hate to
administer futile care must find a way
to address the wishes of patients and
families.
Imagine, once again, the emergency room with those grieving, possibly hysterical, family members.
They do not know the doctor. Establishing trust and confidence under
such circumstances is a delicate thing.
People are prepared to think the doctor
is acting out of base motives, trying to
save time or money or
effort, especially if the
doctors doctor is advising against
further treatment.

Doctors die too
It’s not a frequent topic of discussion,
but doctors die too. And they don’t die
like the rest of us. What’s unusual about
them is not how much treatment they
get compared to most Americans, but
how little.
For all the time they
How has it come to this: that
spend fending off the
deaths of others, they
administer so much care that they
tend to be fairly serene
The pressure on doctors
when faced with death
wouldn’t want for themselves?
themselves. They know
Some doctors are strongexactly what is going to
er communicators than
happen, they know the choices, and they swer is these: patients, doctors, the others, and some doctors are more
generally have access to any sort of system.
adamant, but the pressures they all
medical care they could want. But they
face are similar.
Patients play a role
go gently.
When I faced circumstances inTo see how patients play a role, volving end-of-life choices, I adopted
Doctors know the ropes
imagine a scenario in which someone the approach of laying out only the
Of course, doctors don’t want to has lost consciousness and been ad- options that I thought were reasonable
die. They want to live. But they know mitted to an emergency room. As is so (as I would in any situation) as early in
enough about modern medicine to often the case, no one has made a plan the process as possible.
When patients or families brought
know its limits, and they know for this situation. Therefore shocked
enough about death to know what all and scared family members find them- up unreasonable choices, I would dispeople fear most: dying in pain, and selves caught up in a maze of choices. cuss the issue in layman’s terms that
They’re overwhelmed. When doc- portrayed the downsides clearly.
dying alone.
They’ve talked about this with their tors ask if the family members want Surgery that wouldn’t heal
families. They want to be sure that no “everything” done, they answer yes.
If patients or families still insisted
Then the nightmare begins.
heroic measures will happen, that they
Sometimes a family really means on treatments I considered pointless or
will never experience during their last
moments on earth someone breaking “Do everything,” but often they just harmful, I would offer to transfer their
their ribs in an attempt to resuscitate mean “Do everything that’s reason- care to another doctor or hospital.
Should I have been more forceful at
them with CPR (that’s what happens if able.” The problem is that they may
not know what’s reasonable, nor, in
See GENERALLY SPEAKING, page 5
CPR is done right).

How will you feel when your brother is found?
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—In the
story of the “prodigal son”
there are three main characters.
The father is famous as the hero of the
story. The younger son is famous as
the person who learned a valuable lesson about repentance and forgiveness.
The older son did many good things
in his life. He served his father faithfully. He was regularly responsive to
the instructions of his father. He avoided the web of sexual sin. He did not
squander his money as his brother did.
Sound familiar? This sounds like
the wonderful example of many
Christians in the Church of God.
Thousands are responding to Christ’s

B

sacrifice by showing their tremendous
love for the commandments of God.
Their dedication is inspiring.
But what mistake
did the older son
make? What made
him so angry that he
sulked and pouted?
Although the older
son practiced a lifestyle
of obedience, he did
not yet have the maturity of his father
to see a vital lesson of life.
Instead of being
happy for his younger
brother, he felt personally cheated.
Despite his record of obedience, he
did not reflect genuine love for his
brother.

What about you? Are you living a
life of obedience? Great! Are you
responding to Christ’s sacrifice by
showing tremendous love for the
commandments of God?
Wonderful! God is well
pleased.
But we should never forget the lesson of
the older brother of
the prodigal son.
How will you
respond when a
brother (physical or spiritual)
changes his behavior before
God?
Will you feel cheated because
you were doing good things first? Will
you feel cheated because you were
doing good things longer?

God loves to get knee-mail.

Al Mischnick consistently
served with a willing heart
Donald Mischnick is a member of
the Church of God Big Sandy. A version of this article appeared at the
“Edifying the Body” section of the
congregation’s Web site, churchof
godbigsandy.com.
By Donald Mischnick
IG SANDY, Texas—When
my father died on July 15,
2014, a
flood of good
memories
came to my
mind. I can
spend hours
talking about
the many fine
qualities that
Grandpa (I
sometimes
called him
Dad; I some- Donald Mischnick
times called
him Grandpa) exhibited toward so
many people.
Grandpa was a loving husband
to two wives. He was married to my
mother, Florence, for 49 years, until
her death on Jan. 31, 1996, when he
was 76. He was married to Ruth for
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16 years, until her death in September 2013.
Grandpa was a caring father of
his six children, even though he
spent a lot of time on his ministerial
job of serving members of his
church, the Radio/Worldwide Church
of God and later the United Church
of God, in which he had worked an
elder since 1995.
First two things first
There were two things that I believe you could always count on in
our family.
First, our mother, Florence Mischnick, was a rock of stability who
helped our dad spend time helping
other people.
Second, we knew our dad loved us.
Grandpa, my dad, loved serving people of the Body of Christ.
Dad served with a willing heart.
I would like to briefly share some
details of his life that even his
friends may not know.
Farm, military and university
Alfred John “Al” Mischnick was
born on a farm in Sterling, Neb., on
See A SON, page 6

What does God want?
What’s He fired up about?
The writer began reading THE
JOURNAL in 1997.
By Jeffrey Caldwell
ALNUT CREEK, Calif.—
Since I first began worshiping with the Churches
of God, the question “What does
God want?” has loomed in my mind.
Shortly after my baptism I read
the entire Old Testament and then
the New Testament with that question in mind, an edifying exercise I
recommend to all.
It was no credit to me that it took
me so long, but I finally grasp what
I believe to be the most effective
focus for the answer to my question.

W

For our own good
Scripture tells us God disciplines
us for our own good so we may
share in His holiness (Hebrews
12:10).
The discipline spoken of here, I
believe, refers not merely, nor by
any means necessarily primarily to,
punishment. Rather, it’s about our
whole upbringing by God to all He

teaches us by word or experience.
“That we may share in His holiness” is a concisely worded reason
of all that God is about with us.
Homer A. Kent Jr. in The Epistle
to the Hebrews: A Commentary talks
about “what is profitable that we
may partake of his holiness.” God is
“for” our being holy in the same
way that He is holy!
Fitly joined citizens
Sharing God’s holiness has everything to do with our being fitly
joined together with Him and each
other eternally as citizens of his
Holy City.
That’s the city Abraham, the father of the faithful, was looking forward to: the city with foundations
whose architect and builder is God
(Hebrews 11:10).
The Holy City, brothers, is God’s
thing. He is fired up about it.
“Again the word of the LORD
Almighty came to me. This is what
the LORD says: ‘I will return to Zion
and dwell in Jerusalem. Then JeruSee THE BEST REASON, page 7
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Sabbatarians John’s and Katherine’s lives were a music ministry
This article is based on the last interview of CG7 elder John Kiesz, on Feb.
22, 1996. The elder was later eulogized
as “an evangelist, editor, educator,
musician, pastor and itinerant preacher” who was a “beloved friend of Sabbath-keepers everywhere.”
This article is reprinted and updated
from a version that appeared in In Transition on May 27, 1996.

By Linda Moll Smith
ANON CITY, Colo.—We had
driven more than 1,000 miles
to find this semiarid slice of
valley sandwiched between two verges of the Southern Rockies and its
accompanying town, which bled thinly to its edges like a condiment spread
by the knife-edged winter wind.

C

We—my husband, David, our three
sons and I—had come here to interview
92-year-old John Kiesz, patriarch of the
Church of God (Seventh Day) and fellow laborer in the gospel with Worldwide Church of God founder Herbert
W. Armstrong in Oregon from the mid1930s until 1945.
What we had hoped would be a
straightforward interview was turning
into an eventful odyssey as our phone
calls to his home went unanswered and
our attempts to follow the vague directions to his street address offered to us
by well-meaning strangers proved repeatedly fruitless.
Hunger, if not fate, drove us to a
Kentucky Fried Chicken, where a
friendly counter clerk gave us yet
another set of directions.
Refueled, we thought we’d try one
more time and almost immediately
found John Kiesz’s house.
Unusual decal
Modest, unprepossessing, of white
clapboard with green trim, the house did
not stand out from others in its quiet
neighborhood until we glimpsed a decal
on the front door. It was unusual: an interwoven insignia of a cross, the Star of
David, a Jewish menorah and the figure
seven. Thinking we had the right place,
we knocked. But no one answered.
Thirty minutes, conversations with
three neighbors and a short drive later,
we found Canon (pronounced “canyon”) City’s Hildebrand Care Center,
where Mr. Kiesz had lived for the past
two months after his health began
declining in the wake of the death of his
wife, Katherine, in 1993.
“You can try,” said the nurse in response to our request for an interview
with Mr. Kiesz. “But I don’t think he’s
feeling very well today.”
The good old days
When we entered the room she pointed out to us, we found an elderly gentleman lying stretched out on the bed. He
was perfectly groomed, from his gray
beard, trimmed in a square-cut style
reminiscent of czarist Russia, to his oldfashioned, high-top, lace-up boots.
The mail beside his bed was from the
Church of God (Seventh Day), and he
seemed to have fallen asleep, glasses
still on, while reading.
“Mr. Kiesz?”
When we spoke his name, he awoke,
immediately lucid.
“Mr. Kiesz, we’d like to talk to you
about the old days.”
He smiled. “The good old days or the
bad old days?”
We said we hoped the good old days
and first asked him about the unusual
symbol we’d seen on his front door.
“Oh, I found that while ministering
to a Sabbath-keeping group in Tennessee. I thought it very appropriate as a
symbol of the seventh-day Sabbath.”
We asked him when he first became
acquainted with seventh-day-Sabbath
keeping.
Sabbath-keepers in Russia
“Now, that’s a long story that goes
back to imperial Russia. I’d have to
brush up on my history to give you the
exact details, but Peter the Great invited
some German people to Russia to teach
Russian peasants how to farm and to
teach them trades.
“When presented the opportunity,
those people in western Germany, many
of whom were Mennonites, took the
czar up on his offer.
“About 1870 Russia broke their
promise to these people never to require
them to serve in the army and began

Friends and fellow ministers recall the Kiesz
and Armstrong personalities and ministries
This article is reprinted and updated from a version that appeared
in In Transition May 27, 1996. See
also pages 1 and 5 of this issue of
THE JOURNAL.
By Linda Moll Smith
ENVER, Colo.–What was
special about the ministry of
Church of God (Seventh
Day) elder John Kiesz?
“Although he will go down as a
guide on prophecy because he specialized in that, he and his wife, Katherine, are best known as the singing
evangelists,” said Whaid Rose, pastor
and chairman of the board of directors
of the Church of God (Seventh Day)
headquartered here.
“He was very highly regarded in
our own congregation, and we regarded him as a member-at-large in
all our congregations.”
Although Elder Kiesz was retired,
he still held a ministerial license, Mr.
Rose said, “and I believe he continued to hold services in his home in
Canon City until quite recently, until
his health began to fail.
“He’s found his place in our history now, but I knew him and his
wife very well and remember his
preaching and her singing and playing the guitar.”
Calvin Burrell, who in 1996 was
president of the CG7 General Conference and pastor of the Galena Park
Church of God (Seventh Day) congregation, near Houston, Texas, said
of Mr. Kiesz, “He was definitely the
last of his breed.”

D

Meddlesome but gracious
“Here was a man,” Mr. Burrell
said, “who had the strongest and almost severest of personal views as
they related to both doctrine and lifestyle. In fact, when it comes to what
we might call microethics, personal
lifestyle, standards of dress, for instance, his attitude could get downright meddlesome.
“Yet he was always gracious in
spirit on a one-to-one basis and surprisingly open-minded towards people of other beliefs. I had never known
him to reflect negatively on anyone.”
Mr. Burrell said Mr. Kiesz was
drafting them. They left Russia by the
hundreds of thousands for Canada and
the Dakotas. My parents were part of
that wave of immigration, moving to
South Dakota.”
Were his parents Mennonites?
“No. Interestingly enough, there
were Sabbath-keepers in Russia before
the Mennonites, most of whom were
not Sabbath-keepers, were organized.
“My parents were independent Sabbath-keepers, and so were my wife’s
parents, who settled in the Canadian
province of Saskatchewan.”
Meeting his match
How did Mr. Kiesz meet his wife?
“Katherine?”
His intense brown eyes, rimmed with

“modest” and “straitlaced in bearing.”
“I don’t believe I ever saw him
wear a short-sleeved shirt. But, because he was always gaunt and thin
and had difficulty staying warm even
on a summer’s day, I think that was
partly out of conviction and partly
from a desire to keep warm.”

WCG founder Herbert Armstrong.
“Although Herbert Armstrong and
John Kiesz had equally strong personalities,” said Mr. Nickels, “they are
opposites in temperament. Mr. Armstrong was driven, a born salesman
and mover of crowds. He from the
start seemed destined to build a largescale work. He had that kind of ego.
Testifying and exhorting
“Mr. Kiesz, on the other hand, was
Of Mrs. Kiesz Mr. Burrell said: “If quieter and more self-effacing, conever there was a lady in our church tent to be a servant. He had tremenwho had been given gifts, it was her. dous faith and very firm beliefs—
Although she mostly sang and you might call him a stalwart of conplayed the guitar, while he played the servatism—but he had little or no
mandolin and preached, she was interest in the political machinery
always willing to testify and exhort. you find in organizations.
She always introduced his sermons.”
“He was, in fact, one of the most
humble men I’ve every
known, but maybe beJohn and Katherine Kiesz play
cause of that he never
and sing in the service of the
emerged as a g r o u p
gospel. See another picture on
leader, even though
page 1. [Photo from In Transition]
he was influential in the
Church of God (Seventh
Day).”
Mr. Nickels refers to
the relationship between
Mr. Armstrong and Mr.
Kiesz as documented in
a new book he edited
call Early Writings of
Herbert W. Armstrong.

Mr. Kiesz felt a profound loss at
the death of his wife, Mr. Burrell said.
“I conducted Katherine’s funeral in
1993, and John just wasn’t the same after, though I believe he was still
preaching from his home until recently.
“Frankly, you could learn more
from him informally in an hour’s conversation than you could sitting in a
theology classroom for three hours.”
Mover teams up with servant
Richard Nickels of Gillette, Wyo.,
a longtime friend of Mr. Kiesz who as
a writer for the nonprofit religiousinformation service Giving & Sharing
compiled historical information on
the Churches of God, offered insights
into Mr. Kiesz’s relationship with
front, near what we called the altar. One
young lady was wearing a broadbrimmed hat, and, when she turned,
what I saw under that hat gave young
John Kiesz a thrill. We got married
some months later, in 1929, Oct. 3.”
How did he and his wife earn a living?
Musical family
“We had a traveling music ministry.
We played instruments, the guitar,
organ and piano, and sang, my wife
especially. And I preached.”
Did they have children, and were the
children involved in their music ministry?
“I have two surviving daughters,
Pearl and Martha. They sang with us.

Belknap Springs history
In the book, a compilation of early essays and
journalistic efforts of Mr.
Armstrong in the public domain, is a
letter sent by Mr. Armstrong giving
church members details of the Feast
of Tabernacles to be held in Belknap
Springs, Ore., in 1945. Mr. Armstrong wrote (in part) of Mr. Kiesz:
“Last January and February I held
services four weeks in Canon City,
Colorado, for Brother John Kiesz. At
that time he and Sister Katherine and
family were planning, God willing,
to swing around through Oregon
again this year to be with us, and
looking forward to holding the
Festival at Belknap Springs.”
__________
See four articles about the ministry
of John and Katherine Kiesz on pages
1, 4 and 5 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
were given to us. God always provided.”
Did he found churches during his
ministry?
“Yes, we raised up a number of different churches. I can’t really tell you
specifically right now the details. We
preached in four Canadian provinces,
including my wife’s native Saskatchewan, where we spent some time, and we
crisscrossed the United States.”
With Herbert Armstrong in Oregon
How did he end up in Oregon helping Radio Church of God founder Herbert Armstrong with the Feast of Tabernacles in Belknap Springs from 1935 to
1945?
“I was keeping the Feast of Tabernacles even before I met Brother Arm-

‘I was chosen by lot as one of the 12 apostles
of the church,’ Elder Kiesz explained, ‘and Brother
Armstrong was chosen as one of the 70 elders.’
the white corona of advanced age, softened.
“My wife’s parents heard about a
Church of God (Seventh Day) camp
meeting with other Germanic brethren
in our area, and they came down to
investigate. She, being about four years
younger than me and in her early 20s at
the time, came with her parents.
“I saw her at church for the first time.
When I came in I noticed there were
several new young people seated at the

We lost two children, our son Harley
and our daughter Sarah Katherine,
when they were young.”
During the six decades of their ministry, were they always part of the
Church of God (Seventh Day)?
“No. For 12 years in there I considered myself independent. We earned a
living in different ways. There were
times we received a salary, and there
were times we didn’t.
“Sometimes there were offerings that

strong. I guess I came up with the idea
about the same time as he did. We had
been working together in evangelism—
he had held services for me at times—
and the Feast was an outgrowth of our
relationship.”
Didn’t that relationship spring from
an affiliation with the Church of God
(Seventh Day)?
“Yes, at the time we were both affiliated with the Church of God (Seventh
Day) and went with the Salem, W.Va.,

faction when there was a split in 1933.
“I was chosen by lot as one of the 12
apostles of the church, and Brother
Armstrong was chosen as one of the 70
elders.
“I was editor of the church’s magazine, The Bible Advocate, around that
time, and I published some of Mr. Armstrong’s articles in the magazine.”
Why did Mr. Kiesz and Mr. Armstrong part ways?
Different calling
“Well, at the Feast in 1945 Brother
Armstrong had to leave part way during
the Feast, some kind of family emergency, and I took over services for him.
“We had a disagreement over our approaches to the ministry, and so we
didn’t work together after that.”
Could the disagreement have been
over an altar call?
“That was probably part of it.” Mr.
Kiesz smiled. “You must know that Herbert Armstrong always had a reason for
something.”
Did Mr. Armstrong just say, “I don’t
believe in altar calls, and that’s that”?
Mr. Kiesz smiled again. “It wasn’t
quite that hard, but almost. After that,
we went our separate ways. As you
know, the church he founded grew quite
large. I had a different calling to pursue.”
Home from then on
How did Mr. Kiesz end up in Canon
City?
“I was working in Texas in 1940, and
I took sick, so I consulted a doctor. He
told me to see another doctor for X rays.
That doctor told me I had problems that
looked like tuberculosis.
“I underwent treatment for six weeks,
and then he suggested I move to the
West, preferably California or Arizona,
for my health’s sake. Instead, we ended
up here [in Colorado] in 1940. Although
we went here and there after that, we
considered this home from then on.”
Did he continue to keep the Feast,
even though it was not a doctrine of the
CG7?
The Kieszes kept the other holy days
“The church always kept Passover,
so that was not an issue. But, yes, Sister
Katherine and I continued to keep the
other feast days. Sometimes there were
others to keep the feasts with. Otherwise we kept them by ourselves.”
Is the Church of God (Seventh Day)
headed toward a more Protestant view,
toward acceptance of the Trinity?
Mr. Kiesz looked momentarily pained
at the question but answered simply: “I
don’t know. You never know what might
happen to the church these days.”
The problem with leadership
Did he know about the 1995 split in
the Worldwide Church of God? Or did
it catch him by surprise?
“I was not surprised at all. I saw it
coming. I had some conversations with
Mr. [Joseph] Tkach [Sr.] a few years
ago when he first began making changes. I told him I thought some changes
were necessary, but I told him to be
careful, that he was going too fast.
“Doctrinal changes of that nature
need to come from the ground up, not
from the top down. Timing is important.
The people must come to an understanding first.
“We’ve seen over and over that it
doesn’t work for the leadership to force
their own ideas on people.”
Profound peace
Did he hold Sabbath services in his
home in recent years?
“Sometimes, as people would come
by and there was a need, I did.”
We asked Mr. Kiesz if we could take
a picture of him, and he laughed, as if
genuinely amused by the thought. “Oh,
no. That would be too ugly.”
By then we had visited with Mr.
Kiesz for an hour and could tell he was
tiring. His soft-spoken voice had grown
almost inaudible.
So we bade farewell to a man whose
calm, thoughtful and gently humorous
responses to our questions told us this
was someone who had come to profound peace with all that had transpired
in his more than nine decades of life.
Outside, as we left Mr. Kiesz’s home,
the sunset was glorious.
__________
John Kiesz died exactly two months
later, on April 22, 1996.
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Her story: Challenges, blessings abound in Christian service
For 64 years, until her death, in
1993, Katherine Kiesz assisted her
husband, John, a patriarch of the
Church of God (Seventh Day), in
their traveling music ministry.
The following is an account of
those years, edited from a three-page
document typed by Mrs. Kiesz in
1986 that was found in the mid-1990s
in Church of God (Seventh Day)
archives in Denver, Colo.
See photos of Mrs. Kiesz on pages
1 and 4 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
By Katherine Kiesz
n the fall of 1931 my husband received a call to edit The Bible Advocate at the Church of God Publishing house in Stanberry, Mo., while
Elder A. N. Dugger would be in
Palestine.
While in Stanberry I helped my
husband in his office work, proofreading, typing, operating the job press
and at one time running the Linotype
for the German Bible Advocate. These
were all good experiences for me.
Our first child was born in Stanberry Sept. 10, 1932. We named him Harley David. When he was old enough
to take out, I took him along to work.
One morning, I remember especially, we had a snowstorm. As usual,
I placed him in the baby buggy and
walked to work in the swirling snow.
Harley was not always comfortable,
so he cried, but I did what I could for
him. God helped me through it all
from day to day.

I

Doing the work from a Model A
After two years at Stanberry we
returned to the Dakotas in December
of 1933, visiting and preaching and
teaching all winter and spring. Then,
in April of 1934, we commenced our
evangelistic tour.
We started from Eureka, S.D., with
our 1929 Model A coupe. We towed
our little two-wheel utility trailer,
loaded with tent, bedding, cookstove,
dishes, etc.
Later, when the weather was warm
enough, we would pitch our tent
alongside the road when night came
along. We would not dare do that
today.
Harley accompanied us, being a
year and a half old then. Brother
Kiesz and I were happy to have this
ray of sunshine with us.

Before we left on this trip, we had
received a letter from Sister Springer
near Dixon, S.D., who requested baptism. It was my husband’s first experience of baptizing. We were blessed
with her that her desires were fulfilled.
We conducted several cottage meetings in that vicinity during those days.
Our first revival meeting was held
in the home of Brother and Sister Don
Lawson at Crowder, Okla., where
Elder Ed Severson and family were
living. Seven young people were converted and baptized.
It was encouraging to us to have
such good results in our first evangelistic effort. In those days some of our
churches met in homes. It had been the
practice of the apostles too, as you
may see by reading Philemon 2: “The

ple after we advertised the meetings.
This changed later. I remember
several of us were making calls in a
neighborhood in New York state to
announce our revival. To my observation, something new came before me
as I walked from house to house.
There were antennas on almost every
home. That explained why our crowds
began to dwindle from time to time.
I’m convinced that that is still the
main reason why, that many people
would rather stay home and watch
TV than go to church. It is not right to
watch TV programs and neglect your
church.
During the summers of 1936 and
1937, we did a lot of gospel work in
the provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan and British Columbia, which re-

God and raising up a church in Grand
Junction, Colo.
Spring Vale Academy
Our two youngest children, Pearl,
born in 1938 and Martha, born in
1941, assisted us much with their special singing over the years. Both of
them graduated from Spring Vale
Academy in Owosso, Mich., and accompanied us somewhat in our evangelistic trips even after that.
Teaching at Stanberry
In 1959 we moved to Stanberry,
Mo., where my husband commenced
teaching at Midwest Bible College to
assist the students there in their training for the ministry. He taught there
five and a half years, and during the

We started from Eureka, S.D., with our 1929 Model A
coupe. We towed our little two-wheel utility trailer,
loaded with tent, bedding, cookstove, dishes, etc.
church in thy house.” We have labored
for our Master in the state of Oklahoma a number of times since then.
Harley dies during Missouri meetings
During our first year of evangelism, during the summer of 1934, we
attended the camp meeting at Salem,
W.Va., in June and the camp meeting
in St. Joseph, Mo., in October. One
unforgettable lengthy campaign was
conducted at Coy, Mo., in the fall of
1934, where Elder and Sister F.C.
Robinson lived.
Little Harley died during the midst
of those good meetings, from a ruptured appendix, which could have
been caused from falling with his tricycle a number of times. He was a little over 2 years old and spoke two
languages, German and English. He
was buried at Galena, Kan.
One of our remembrances is that
Harley would take up the tambourine
and sing “There’s power, power,
wonder-working power.”
TV competes for crowds
In the early years of our work it was
quite common to have the schoolhouses and churches packed with peo-

sulted in a Church of God work being
established in Canada.
During 1935 we spent considerable time holding meetings in California, Oregon, Washington and Idaho. Believe it or not, our total income
during that year, in the middle of the
Great Depression, was $253.
Sarah Katherine dies during
Washington meetings
While we were engaged in a good
meeting in Toppenish, Wash., in the
summer of 1937, we laid away our
second child, little Sarah Katherine,
in the Yakima cemetery. It was another hard experience, but we are assured
of meeting her again when our Savior
returns to earth again.
We were privileged to hold gospel
services in the big state of Texas on
different occasions over a long period
of years, with pleasant as well as unpleasant memories. Some of the
more-pleasant happenings were that
we still remember several divine healings that took place in southern Texas.
From 1940 to 1950 we spent most
of our time in Canon City, Colo.
From 1950 to 1956 we spent time
pastoring the Alfred, N.D., Church of

summer months we were usually
engaged in evangelistic and revival
meetings.
During the 1960s we worked in St.
Louis for about five and a half years.
As a result of Elder K.H. Freeman’s radio broadcasts, we contacted
several hundred people and raised up
a church.
We were a mixed congregation of
colored and white people. One lady
who joined our church that had been
a Catholic and then with a Pentecostal
group said one day at Sabbath services: “I like it here. There is so much
love in this church.”
Galatians 3:28 was manifested
among us: “For ye are all one in Christ
Jesus.”
Record pays for European tour
In 1971, we went to the Near East
and to Europe for about four months.
During that time, besides sight-seeing, we had services in Israel, Poland
and Germany and revival meetings in
London and Manchester, England,
with various blessings to share.
How were we ever able to gather
enough money to visit all these countries? Well, it was through the sale of

our first record album, Harvest Time.
That was sufficient for the air flights,
and brethren and friends supplied us
with money to take care of us while
we were visiting in those lands.
After our return to America we
pastored the Stanberry Church of God
from the fall of 1971 to the spring of
1973. All through the summer of
1973 we evangelized again in the
provinces of Saskatchewan, Alberta
and British Columbia.
Moved to Roswell area
Then, in the fall of 1973, we
moved to Roswell, N.M., and ministered to about a half dozen Church of
God groups in New Mexico and West
Texas, until the fall of 1979, when we
moved back to Canon City, having
been gone from here for 29 years.
About a month after we came
home we celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary.
Efforts of two people
In reminiscing, we had the opportunity to preach and sing the gospel in 37
states and four Canadian provinces.
We had occasion to preach and sing
the gospel in churches, schoolhouses,
tents, cottages, at camp meetings, on
streets and out in the open desert.
During 50 years of evangelism,
preaching and pastoral work, our experiences were quite diversified. Let
no one think that it is possible to do
the Lord’s work without difficulties,
pain, anxiety, tears, fasting and prayer.
But great blessings and rejoicings
are also associated with gospel work.
Our Father gave us great joy when we
would see conversions, lives change
and physical and spiritual healings in
the name of our Savior.
Some people think we are retired
from the ministry, but my husband
says he is not even semiretired. Presently (1986), we are still answering
calls for evangelistic and revival
meetings.
I must close this now. The apostle
Paul’s admonition still rings true today:
“Thou therefore endure hardness as a
good soldier for Jesus Christ.”
Jesus said: “Herein is my Father
glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so
shall ye be my disciples.”
“Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all
that is within me, bless His holy
name” (Psalm 103:1).

Generally speaking, doctors for themselves don’t even want CPR
Continued from page 3

times? I know that some of those
transfers still haunt me.
One of the patients of whom I was
most fond was an attorney from a
famous political family. She had
severe diabetes and terrible circulation, and at one point she developed a
painful sore on her foot.
Knowing the hazards of hospitals,
I did everything I could to keep her
from resorting to surgery. Still, she
sought out outside experts with whom
I had no relationship.
Not knowing as much about her as
I did, they decided to perform bypass
surgery on her chronically clogged
blood vessels in both legs. This didn’t
restore her circulation, and the surgical wounds wouldn’t heal. Her feet
became gangrenous, and she endured
bilateral leg amputations.
Two weeks later, in the famous
medical center in which all this had
occurred, she died.
The system is the problem
It’s easy to find fault with both doctors and patients in such stories, but in
many ways all the parties are simply
victims of a larger system that encourages excessive treatment.
In some unfortunate cases, doctors
use the fee-for-service model to do
everything they can, no matter how
pointless, to make money.
More commonly, though, doctors
are fearful of litigation and do whatever they’re asked, with little feed-

back, to avoid getting in trouble.
Even when the right preparations
have been made, the system can still
swallow people up.
Jack’s case
One of my patients was a man
named Jack, a 78-year-old who had
been ill for years and undergone about
15 major surgical procedures. He

The system had intervened. One of
the nurses, I later found out, even reported my unplugging of Jack to the
authorities as a possible homicide.
Nothing came of it, of course.
Jack’s wishes had been spelled out
explicitly, and he’d left the paperwork
to prove it. But the prospect of a
police investigation is terrifying for
any physician.

comfort and dignity rather than on
futile cures, provides most people
with much better final days.
Amazingly, studies have found that
people placed in hospice care often
live longer than people with the same
disease who are seeking active cures.
I was struck to hear on the radio
recently that the famous reporter Tom
Wicker had “died peacefully at home,

In some cases, doctors do everything they can to make money.
But, commonly, doctors are fearful of litigation and do whatever
they’re asked, with little feedback, to avoid getting in trouble.
explained to me that he never, under
any circumstances, wanted to be
placed on life-support machines again.
One Saturday, however, Jack suffered a massive stroke and got admitted to the emergency room unconscious, without his wife. Doctors did
everything possible to resuscitate him
and put him on life support in the ICU.
This was Jack’s worst nightmare.
When I arrived at the hospital and
took over Jack’s care, I spoke to his
wife and to hospital staff, bringing in
my office notes with his care preferences. Then I turned off the life support machines and sat with him. He
died two hours later.
Even with all his wishes documented, Jack hadn’t died as he’d hoped.

I could far more easily have left
Jack on life support against his stated
wishes, prolonging his life, and his
suffering, a few more weeks. I would
even have made a little more money,
and Medicare would have ended up
with an additional $500,000 bill. It’s
no wonder many doctors err on the
side of overtreatment.
The consequences of overtreatment
But doctors still don’t overtreat
themselves. They see the consequences of this constantly. Almost
anyone can find a way to die in peace
at home, and pain can be managed
better than ever.
Hospice care, which focuses on
providing terminally ill patients with

surrounded by his family.” Such stories
are, thankfully, increasingly common.
My cousin Torch
Several years ago my older cousin
Torch (born at home by the light of a
flashlight, or torch) had a seizure that
turned out to be the result of lung cancer that had gone to his brain.
I arranged for him to see various
specialists, and we learned that with
aggressive treatment of his condition,
including three to five hospital visits a
week for chemotherapy, he would
live perhaps four months.
Ultimately, Torch decided against
any treatment and simply took pills for
brain swelling.
He moved in with me. We spent

the next eight months doing a bunch
of things that he enjoyed, having fun
together like we hadn’t had in
decades.
We went to Disneyland, his first
time. We’d hang out at home. Torch
was a sports nut, and he was very
happy to watch sports and eat my
cooking.
He even gained a bit of weight, eating his favorite foods rather than hospital foods.
He had no serious pain, and he
remained high-spirited.
One day he didn’t wake up. He
spent the next three days in a comalike sleep and then died.
The cost of his medical care for
those eight months, for the one drug
he was taking, was about $20.
Gentle good night
Torch was no doctor, but he knew
he wanted a life of quality, not just
quantity. Don’t most of us?
If there is a state of the art of end-oflife care, it is this: death with dignity.
As for me, my physician has my
choices.
They were easy to make, as they
are for most physicians. There will be
no heroics, and I will go gentle into
that good night. Like my mentor
Charlie. Like my cousin Torch. Like
my fellow doctors.
__________
To read Dr. Murray’s response to
the reaction to his above essay, go to
tinyurl.com/kenmurray711.
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A son fondly remembers his ever cheerful and encouraging dad
Continued from page 3

Jan. 30, 1921. He attended Saunders
Creek Rural School, which was about
23⁄4 miles from the farm. He worked
on the farm with two of his brothers
until 1941.
In 1941 Grandpa traveled to California to work in the defense industry.
He was employed at Lockheed Aircraft Corp. as a riveter.
He also worked in
the company’s experimental department until
he enlisted in the U.S.
Army Air Corps in November 1942.
Since Grandpa never
attended a single day of
high school, he lacked a
high-school diploma,
which hindered him
from advancing in the
military.
However, before his
discharge from the Army in February 1946, Al Mischnick
he took the Army Specialist Training Program, which is
similar to the GED high-school-equivalency test.
A job with the Santa Fe
Interestingly enough, on the basis of
his test scores Grandpa was accepted
to the University of Nebraska. There
he earned a B.S. in electrical engineering, graduating in January 1951.
In those days a large number of
veterans were graduating as engineers. Therefore jobs were available
in engineering only for the highestlevel graduates.
Because he was a skilled worker he
landed a job with the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway. While
there he enrolled in the Special Apprentice Program, which groomed
him to take the foreman position at
the diesel shop in Kansas City, Kan.
On to California
Although Grandpa enjoyed being
groomed to become a foreman in the
diesel shop, he still had an interest in
using his university education and
degree as an electrical engineer. So he
applied for a job as an electrical engineer at California Electric Power Co.
Because he passed the entrance
tests for the job with a high score, he
was offered a job the next day.
After departing from the Sante Fe
Railway to the California Electric
Power Co., he was placed in one of

the highest sections of the electricpower divisions. He learned that he
would be moving into the actingsupervisor position.
Electric opportunity
While at the electric company,
Grandpa worked with the executivestudies engineer to review the use of
what he called “digital”
computers in the engineering department.
This was at a time
when computers were
advancing like wildfire.
Because many companies were renting computers in those days, the
electrical executive vice
president agreed to rent
a computer for the engineering department.
The chief assigned
Grandpa to supervise
the department. While
there, he wrote a recommendation for applying computers for use at California
Electric Power.
Because of his experience, McGraw Hill Publishing Co. asked
Grandpa to write articles on the use of
computer programs for electric-power companies.
Huge problem
At one time when we were discussing some of the good ol’ days, he
told us a story that was interesting
enough that we asked him to write it
down.
“I contacted an Engineer from the
Rates Department to see if I could
find ways to help them with a rather
huge problem of applying for rate
changes from the Public Utilities
Commission for the State of California,” Grandpa wrote.
“When he described the program
to me, I suggested a way to write a
computer program to solve the problem. We took a successful rate-changepast file and used that to compare our
computer-generated answer and found
it matched perfectly.
“The Rates Engineer that helped
me formulate the computer program
resigned from California Electric and
went to work for the Public Utilities
Commission. He was working there
when Southern California Edison
negotiated to purchase California
Electric Power.
“While these negotiations were in

progress, the California Electric Vice
President in charge of rates called me
and asked if I would come to his
office to talk with him about a huge
problem he was facing.
“When I went to his office, he told
me he had a problem of calculating a
change in the current rate structure of
the company. He said the nature of
that problem was probably one I
couldn’t help him with.
“But I told him, ‘Sir, I have a computer program that might help you
solve that problem.’
“He evidently didn’t hear what I
said, because he continued saying that
it would take his engineers a long
time to assemble all the data needed.
“I replied, ‘Sir, I don’t believe you
heard me say that I already have a
computer program that would solve
the problem.’
“He looked at me with what
seemed a perplexed look and after
several moments said, ‘What did you
say?’
“I proceeded to tell him that I had
worked with one of his engineers to
build this program. I suggested we

After talking to his wife, Florence
(who died in 1996), he decided to stay
in California working full time as an
elder for the church. Thus he completely changed careers.
Trust me when I say the church
didn’t pay local elders a salary similar
to that of a supervising engineer for
Southern California Edison.
Faithful servant
Grandpa went on to serve many
congregations over the years in California, Texas, Oklahoma, New Jersey,
Louisiana and Arkansas.
He retired the first time to Little
Rock, Ark., in the early 1990s. But,
when some brethren in Arkansas left
the Worldwide Church of God in 1995,
they were looking for stability and they
asked him to serve them again.
Consequently, he began providing
leadership to four independent congregations in Arkansas .
When the United Church of God
formed in 1995, those independent
congregations began associating with
United, and Grandpa became a fulltime employed elder again.

They honored his deceased wife
Ruth, and they acknowledged his service as an elder for 50 years among
the Church of God.
When Ruth died in September
2013, Dad moved two months later to
live with Michele and me. This gave
our children and grandchildren the
chance to spend time with him.
My brother Danny lives close, and
he spent a lot of time with Grandpa,
since he was a main contributor in
renovating a house for Grandpa on
our property.
Two congregations
As has been well established,
Grandpa loved people in the Church
of God. Since the founding of the
United Church of God in 1995, he
was a loyal employee. He faithfully
served members of the UCG.
But for years he served people as
God gave him the opportunity, even if
they weren’t members of United. He
realized that the Body of Christ is
larger than any one church.
Grandpa loved attending the Bible
studies of the United congregation in

Grandpa went on to serve many congregations
over the years in California, Texas, Oklahoma,
New Jersey, Louisiana and Arkansas.
take the information from a past case
and use the computer to solve that
case to see if we would get the same
answer. He agreed and we ran the
computer program.
“When he saw the answers were
identical, he blurted out, ‘Wait until I
tell Edison!’
“That let me know that California
Power was being purchased by Edison
before other employees knew.”
Employment dilemma
When Grandpa was offered a huge
promotion from Southern California
Edison in November 1963, the offer
presented him with a dilemma.
If he accepted the position from
Edison, he would have to move.
But he already had a family that
included six children, and he had just
been ordained a local elder in the Radio
Church of God on Pentecost 1963. If he
moved, the people in his area of
California would be left with no elder.

He retired for a second time on
April 25, 2003.
Stayed busy
Even though Grandpa was no
longer an employed elder after the
spring of 2003, he remained active
serving the brethren.
In fact, the full-time pastor in the
area had health problems. Therefore
Grandpa gave a sermon each Sabbath
at two congregations for many months.
He wasn’t complaining. He loved to
serve. The people weren’t complaining. They trusted and respected him.
During May of this year, 2014,
Grandpa again attended the General
Conference of Elders of the United
Church of God an International Association in Cincinnati, Ohio. He enjoyed traveling to United’s home office in Milford, Ohio, each year during his conference trip.
This year his fellow United elders
gave special recognition to my dad.

Big Sandy. He often mentioned that
he enjoyed listening to the presentations by the pastor, Donald Ward.
But he also loved regularly attending church services with me at the
Church of God Big Sandy. While at
our congregation he would occasionally give a sermon.
He gave his last sermon on May
31, 2014, in the Church of God Big
Sandy at the age of 93.
Grumpy old man
People often remark to me and my
family that Grandpa was a positive
and encouraging Christian man. That
was certainly true.
When people would comment to
him on how happy he obviously was,
he would regularly say:
“Well, I’ve spent 60 years going into
people’s homes and encouraging them
to follow God. What kind of an example would I be if I was a grumpy old
man? I refuse to be that kind of person.”

Little COG congregation brightens its corner of no man’s land
By Edward Malone
NACOCA, La.—Two hundred years ago the region
called Western Louisiana was
called a “bastard state” that owed no
homage to any government.
Lying between the Sabine and
Calcasieu rivers and once serving as
the eastern terminus of 19th-century
Spanish Texas and the western frontier of the Louisiana Purchase, the
region, variously called the Neutral
Strip, No-Man’s Land or the Sabine
Free State, was ruled entirely by the
law of might.
It was an outlaw’s utopia into
which fugitives from justice, thieves,
robbers, runaway slaves and desperadoes poured.

A

What is it now?
This formerly unchartered region
is a site for the gathering of God’s
people for worship, Bible study,
prayer, fellowship, hospitality, teaching of children and preaching of the
gospel.
The Church of God Anacoco, in the
3.1-square-mile Western Louisiana
village of Anacoco, which is inhabited
by only 866 souls, is open for business
and welcomes all comers.
Set in the institutionally barren

Sabine River region considerably
south of the cluster of Church of God
congregations in the Big Sandy–
Longview–Tyler region of Texas,
considerably northwest of New Orleans and considerably northeast of
Houston, the Church of God Anacoco
is almost literally a Church of God in
No-Man’s Land.
Although the small church is not
listed in many Church of God or other

When the management of a building abruptly raised its rent on the congregation, member Helen Ross Smith
donated a house she owned for the
church’s use.
The house’s largest room was converted into the church’s assembly
room, which seats about 25 persons.
A room in the back of the house is
used as a children’s room. The kitchen remains fully functional, enabling

Sabbath services on June 14, 2014.
After an opening prayer, a lively
set of hymns, a poem titled “Father’s
Perfect Love” recited by Sherry
Stillwell, a vocal solo by Mrs. Smith
and announcements, Wilson Stillwell
served up a sermon on the book of 2
Peter titled “Peter’s Keys to Righteous Living in a Dark World.”
Mr. Stillwell explained that the
keys to staying righteous were, among

We have to watch out for points of view, cautioned
Mr. Stillwell. ‘People are quick to give you what they think.
It might just be someone who was taught the wrong way.’
Sabbath-keeping directories, it has
existed for almost two decades and
has welcomed the likes of Charles
Gross, Ian Hufton, Wynn Skelton,
Tom Kerry and JOURNAL columnist
Dave Havir as speakers.
Modest but comfortable
God has recently blessed the sisters
and brothers of the Anacoco church
with a modest but comfortable building of their own.

the group to have a fellowship meal at
the conclusion of each church service.
A place of rest
A bedroom was converted into a
quiet room for study, meditation and
prayer. And, in a sensible move, the
church left the main bedroom intact
and available for out-of-town speakers
or guests who need a place to sleep.
Your writer had the opportunity to
visit the Church of God Anacoco for

other things, trusting in Jesus, reading
God’s Scripture and allowing His
Spirit to guide us.
Everything we need
“Through Christ we have been
given everything we need to live a
godly life,” Mr. Stillwell said in his
gentle East Texas cadence. “The only
way we can attain this is through true
baptism through Jesus Christ. Peter
was very adamant about that.”

To avoid deception by false doctrines, Mr. Stillwell encouraged listeners to rely on the Scriptures as opposed
to the mere opinions of men, because
the Scriptures were, according to Peter, written by prophets and apostles,
and they were inspired by God.
‘We have to watch out for “points
of views,” cautioned Mr. Stillwell.
“People are quick to give you what
they think. It might just be someone
who was taught the wrong way.”
Overcoming the world
Having and being led by the Holy
Spirit, explained Mr. Stillwell, is essential to overcoming the world.
“The Holy Spirit plays an important part in what we are doing.
Without the Holy Spirit, this world
and its ways would encapsulate us.”
After services the sisters and brothers in Christ enjoyed a potluck lunch
and engaged in conversations about
matters such as the Scriptures, one
another’s well-being and recent happenings in the Churches of God.
Fills void
The presence of the Church of God
Anacoco fills an important void for
members of God’s church scattered in
See ANACOCO, page 16
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Shepherd’s Voice magazine unaffected by two-church merger
Continued from page 1

referred to as the blue hymnal. The
book features a plurality of songs by
Radio/Worldwide Church of God
songwriter Dwight Armstrong, with
the inclusion on its last few pages of a
handful of African American gospel
hymns at the insistence of the Chicago church’s former song director.
The members of the Church of
God Downers Grove, on the other
hand, have over the years sung from
the hymnal of Ron Dart’s Texas-based
Christian Educational Ministries.
The CEM hymnal contains no
Dwight Armstrong songs and primarily features hymns written by
Protestant writers such as Fanny
Crosby and Johnson Oatman, with
lyrics sometimes edited to reflect
Church of God beliefs.
According to Chicagoland Church
of God copastor Jim Patterson, the
churches plan to compile a new hymnal to accommodate the various music preferences. The combined congregation will most likely be accompanied in its singing by pianist Amber
Warrington.
Magazine project
On another note, it is apparently
still up in the air what role the Church
of God Downers Grove will play in
the publication of Shepherd’s Voice
magazine, a project of the Chicagoland Church of God.
Although the magazine is sponsored, funded and published by the
Chicagoland group, its editors—Mr.
Patterson and former Servants’ News
publisher Norman Edwards of Port
Austin, Mich.—run the magazine
with minimal input from the members of the church.
Asking Norm
The magazine runs entries from
regular and guest writers from a diverse range of people within the
Churches of God and fields a feedback forum called “Ask Norm” in
which Mr. Edwards answers scriptur-

al questions and includes his and read, etc., and passed on to the print- nations including Bermuda, St. Maarten, San Juan and Labadee.
readers’ comments.
ing and publishing process.
“At no time did I ever expect that a
In “Ask Norm” Mr. Edwards has
Talk
of a building
advocated children and unconverted board would have to vote on each arpersons partaking of the bread and ticle, or even each paragraph, of a
The merger of the two congregawine in memorial of Jesus’ death and magazine.
tions represents the melding of two of
“If I thought Shepherd’s Voice mag- at least five remaining fragments of
that such a memorial must not necessarily be done annually and, if de- azine would be run this way, I would what once was the largest Church of
not have agreed to write for it. It is dif- God International (CGI) congregasired, perhaps every Sabbath.
Mr. Edwards has acknowledged that ficult enough to make deadlines with tion in the world.
a reader who said she was having vi- an all-volunteer staff, and with this
Before the splits and breakups, the
sions indeed has the gift of prophecy.
kind of approval process I do not be- Chicagoland CGI congregation under
He responded to the prayer
request of a woman whose
daughter ceased her attendance in a Sabbath-keeping
church for a Baptist church,
noting that he is not worried
about the daughter because
the church she attends is
“Bible-believing.”
Mr. Edwards responded
to a question about the divinity of Christ by saying it
is understandable why some
people deny the divinity of CHURCH MERGER—Here are some of the people involved in the two Illinois congregations
Christ and that various sides that merged. From left: Duane Nicol, Norman Edwards, Ken Svehla and Jim Patterson. See the
of the issue get some things article beginning on page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL and a related photo on the same page.
[Courtesy photos]
wrong.
In May 2014 a member
of the Chicagoland Church of God lieve any magazine could function.”
the pastorships of Harold Cormany
complained that some of the magaKen and Trish Svehla of the and subsequently Don Deakins in the
zine’s content was scripturally errant Church of God Downers Grove were 1980s and ’90s enjoyed a memberand not representative of the beliefs informed about the complaint against ship of more than 200, a plurality of
of the congregation.
the magazine.
elders and speakers, an overflowing
Mr. Svehla said he didn’t yet know budget and relative harmony.
Editing by committee
enough about the magazine “to take a
There was even talk at the time
The member suggested that the side at this point.”
about the congregation purchasing a
church’s board or perhaps the congrebuilding of its own.
gation itself should exercise more Christian renewal
The Church of God Downers Grove Precrucifixion stoning
oversight of the magazine.
Mr. Edwards responded that his is not without projects of its own. As it
That peace and tranquility were
experience has shown him that edit- has done for many years, the group will challenged in 1995 after Dr. Deakins,
play host to its annual Christian Re- in a sermon, speculated that the Jews
ing by committee is unwieldy.
“Because of the time-sensitive na- newal Conference on Aug. 23, 2014.
might have stoned Jesus Christ for
Church of God Big Sandy pastor blasphemy immediately before His
ture of magazines, I know very few
that are managed by committees,” he and JOURNAL columnist Dave Havir is crucifixion, leading some people
confirmed as the guest presenter.
wrote in an E-mail to the member.
within the Chicago congregation to
Downers Grove will also sponsor a complain about Dr. Deakins to the
“Almost all of them have a managing editor—or some other similar Feast of Tabernacles cruise in October. CGI’s headquarters in Tyler, Texas.
title—that is responsible for deciding Departing from Cape Liberty, N.J., en
The CGI leadership stripped Dr.
what will go into each issue and for route to the Caribbean, the cruise will Deakins of his ministerial credentials
making sure that it is reviewed, proof- feature nine nights of sailing to desti- and removed him as pastor of the
congregation.
Rather than appoint or allow the
local congregation to select a new
pastor from one of the remaining local elders, the CGI hierarchy installed
an interim pastor to govern the church
from Texas.
A group loyal to Dr. Deakins and
unhappy at what they believed were
the CGI’s strong-arm tactics persuaded him to organize a locally govYes, there’s a catch. THE JOURNAL is a private business and
erned congregation that became the
Church of God United.
must charge for subscriptions and advertising. However,
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Two new spin-offs
The next year saw two additional
spin-offs from the Chicagoland CGI.
Around the same time the CGI deposed Don Deakins as Chicago pastor, CGI denominational president
Garner Ted Armstrong became embroiled in a controversy that prompted elders and other members to call
for his removal.
The events of ’96
Beginning in March 1996 dozens
of ministers and their congregations

broke away from the CGI and formed
locally governed congregations. Chicago was no exception. Ken Svehla
and a group of his associates in the
Chicago congregation formed the
Church of God Downers Grove.
Another group of congregants
broke away to form the Active Bible
Church of God under the pastorship
of Mike Linacre.
Mr. Armstrong’s side
When Mr. Armstrong himself was
no longer a member of the CGI beginning in 1998, some members of the
Chicagoland CGI took Mr. Armstrong’s side, departed from the CGI
and joined Mr. Armstrong’s Intercontinental Church of God (ICG), forming
an ICG congregation in Elmhurst, Ill.
What was left of the Chicagoland
Church of God International severed
legal ties with its headquarters in
Tyler four years ago.
Without sharing his reasons with
his members, Chicagoland CGI pastor Duane Nicol abruptly resigned
from the organization in May 2010.
A few months later copastor Jim
Patterson also parted ways with CGI
headquarters, in November 2010.
The congregation organized as a separate and locally governed organization
called the Chicagoland Church of God
and began meeting in Naperville.
No longer a part of the CGI, Mr.
Nicol, Mr. Patterson and the Chicagoland Church of God said they suddenly felt freer to associate with the other
CGI–spin-off congregations in the
Chicago area.
Getting to reknow you
The congregations began holding
combined services on holy days.
Fellow church members who had not
seen each other in years were reacquainted, and the Svehlas and Pattersons became close friends.
Messrs. Svehla, now 64, and Patterson and their wives, Trisha and Kim,
began socializing together, going to
movies and dinners and bowling. Last
fall the Svehlas joined the Pattersons
and Nicols in Penticton, B.C., Canada
for the Feast of Tabernacles during
which Mr. Svehla, Mr. Patterson and
Mr. Nicol all preached sermons.
The Church of God Downers Grove
and the Chicagoland Church of God
combine for services at 11 a.m. each
Sabbath at the Naperville Women’s
Club, 14 S. Washington St.
See a photo of the building on page
1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
More information
For more information about the
Chicagoland Church of God see chicagolandcog.org or phone Jim Patterson at (312) 636-7225.
For more information about the
Church of God Downers Grove see
cogdg.org or write Ken Svehla at
mosaic2016@aol.com, or phone him
at (708) 785-3651.
For more information about Shepherd’s Voice magazine see shepherds
voicemagazine.org or write Norman
Edwards at asknorm@shepherdsvoice
magazine.org.

The best reason to strive for holiness is because God is holy
Continued from page 3

salem will be called the City of Truth,
and the mountain of the LORD Almighty will be called the Holy Mountain” (Zechariah 8:1-3).
Giving Him no rest
“They will be called the Holy People.” So proclaims the LORD “to the
ends of the earth” (Isaiah 62:11-12).
“You who call on the LORD, give
yourselves no rest, and give him no
rest until he establishes Jerusalem and
makes her the praise of the earth”
(verses 66-67).
I thank God often for whatever He

is doing—right now—to accomplish
this very thing: “till her righteousness
shines out like the dawn, her salvation
like a blazing torch” (verse 16).
The apostle Peter understands.
Thus he urges you to “be holy in all
you do; for it is written: ‘Be holy, because I am holy” (1 Peter 1:15-16).
It is important to know what God
says, essential to do as God commands, but the vital end God seeks is
for us to “be holy, because I am holy.”
“These are the things you are to do:
Speak the truth to each other, and render true and sound judgment in your
courts; do not plot evil against your

neighbor, and do not love to swear
falsely. I hate all this,” declares the
LORD” (Zechariah 8:16-17).
Apostolic focus
Is not holiness the focus of apostolic teaching, the genius of His law,
the concern of His prophets?
What God wants? “Be holy, because I am holy.” God wants all of us
to be fully capable of an eternally
blessedly compatible relationship
with Him—the Holy One—along
with all of His holy ones.
May we receive increasing grace to
be holy to the glory of God.

When you’re out and about on the Web, stop in at

TheJournal
News of the Churches of God

We’re right where you’d expect us to be, at
www.thejournal.org
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The Journal lists Feast sites for 2014
U.S. SITES
Arizona—Flagstaff: Church of
God Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, www.
churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800)
946-5545. Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, Wynn
Skelton (903) 736-5999.
California—Indian Wells: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Oceanside: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. Rocklin, CGWA
(Cogwa), Ken Giese, (916) 7737745 (fax). Squaw Valley:
Guardian Ministries, David Antion,
www. davidantion.com
Colorado—Glenwood Springs:
Christian Church of God Grand
Junction, Mark Dalgart, (866) 2020748, staff@ccofgod.org.
Steamboat Springs: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Clearwater: CGI and
Church of God In Miami, Bill
Watson (330) 225-0478, Church of
God in Miami (305) 752-5275.
Destin: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.
Fort Walton Beach: CGI and
Common Faith Network,
www.commonfaithnetwork.com.
Melbourne: Assembly of
Yahweh, observance date: Call for
details John Rhodes, (352) 5097115 or (352) 209-5335, Don
Trumble, (352) 687-8160.
Orlando: Continuing Church
of God, Bob Thiel, cogwriter@
aol.com. Panama City Beach:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Palm
Beach County: Florida Christian
Church of God, Neville Gilbert,
jancgil@aol.com, (561) 547-4952.
Palm Harbor: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Hawaii—Lihue, Kauai: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Kentucky—Land Between The
Lakes: CGI, James Pollitte (606)
742-2222.
Maryland—Baltimore: First
Century Church of God, (443)
801-4697; admin@firstcentury
churchofgod.org or bevramwood@yahoo.com; www
.firstcenturychurchofgod.org.
Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Living Church of God,

www.lcg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Season of Our Joy, Tim
Kelley, www.season-of-our-joy.com
or www.sooj.org.
Montana—Bigfork: UCG
(restricted site), http://feast.
ucg.org.
New Jersey—Cape Liberty:
Church of God Downers Grove,
Feast of Tabernacles Cruise, Ken
Svehla mosaic2016@aol.com,
(630) 968-6169.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org.

333-7229.
Utah—Park City: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org.
Wisconsin—Wisconsin Dells:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Wisconsin Dells:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
CRUISE
Bermuda and Caribbean
cruise—Church of God Downers
Grove, departs Oct. 9 for a ninenight sailing out of Cape Liberty,
N.J., to Bermuda, St. Maarten, San
Juan and Labadee; Amber
Warrington, (630) 373-4683,
marjoryamber1@yahoo.com.

Edward Island: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org. Collingwood,
Ontario: Canadian Church of
God and Churches of God
Outreach Ministries, Len Labunetz,
(416) 781-9215; www.canadianchurchofgod.com. OttawaGatineau, Ontario: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Cypress Hills, Saskatchewan:
Living Church of God, www.
lcg.org.
Chile—Olmue: UCG, Jaime
Gallardo, jgallardocasas@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714)
533-9481.

hese are the Feast of Tabernacles sites for 2014 THE JOURNAL
was aware of at press time. Information for the listing comes from Web
sites and information sent directly to THE
JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other
JOURNAL readers.
Unless otherwise stated, each listing
show here represents an observance beginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 8,
2014, and continuing through Thursday,
Oct. 16, 2014 (referred to as the Last
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day

T

in the various Churches of God).
This listing abbreviates Church of God
International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercontinental Church of God (ICG), Tyler;
Living Church of God (LCG), Charlotte,
N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG),
Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United Church of
God an International Association (UCG),
Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); Church of God a
Worldwide Association (CGWA); and
Restored Church of God (RCG). Note that
some phone numbers refer to a church’s

headquarters in the United States rather
than a local Feast contact.
Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open attendance policy; that is, visitors are welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s understanding that some Church of God organizations allow Feastgoers to attend
with them only by special permission.
Therefore, if you wish to attend one of
those churches’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL
recommends you first contact the sponsoring church or its representative.

Pennsylvania—Tannersville:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org.
South Carolina—North Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.
Tennessee—Jackson: Hungry
Hearts Ministries, P.O. Box 10334,
Jackson, Tenn. 38308; hungryheartsmin@aol.com. Pigeon
Forge: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Sevierville: Great Lakes COG,
rricker@glcg.net, (906) 440-3414.
Sevierville: The Church of God
Worldwide Ministries, (865)
774-4600.
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 9465545. Boerne: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org. Galveston:
House of God (Austin, Waco and
Houston), Ronnie Harmon, (254)
493-4322, www.hgwaco.com.
New Braunfels: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. San
Antonio: COG San Antonio and
COG Outreach Ministries, Julian
Cruz, jcruz132@satx.rr.com, (210)

NON-U.S. SITES
Australia—Merimbula, New
South Wales: UCG, Matthew
Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com,
+61-2-4388-3463. Rockingham,
Western Australia: UCG, Matt
Sieff, matt_sieff@ucg.org.au,
+61-2-4388-3463. St. Helens,
Tasmania: UCG, Paul Vaughn,
paulvaughan@ucg.org.au, +61-39746-0151. Sunshine Coast,
Queensland: UCG, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ucg.org.au.
Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck
Smith, freeportfot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991.
Barbados—Christ Church: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Brazil—Roraima: UCG, Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@
ucg.org, (513) 907-9774.
Canada—Canmore, Alberta:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Kelowna, British Columbia:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Penticton, British Columbia:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Midland, Ontario:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org. Prince

Colombia—Cartagena: UCG,
Scott Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.
org, (704) 628-6383.
England—Great Malvern:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Paignton:
WCG/GCI, david.silcox@wcg.
org.uk. Torquay: UCG, see the
website at http://www.ucg.org.uk/
feastuk2014.html.
France—La Grande Motte: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org/site/
europe-france, Maryse Pebworth,
feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
see the Web site at www.vkg.
org/fot.php.
Guatemala—Panajachel: UCG,
Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.
India—Jaipur: UCG, Ken Murray
aaaken@bigpond.com, +61-487408889.
Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, Carmelo
Anastasi, carmelo_anastasi@
feastinitaly.org.
Jamaica—Ocho Rios: CGI
Jamaica, Ian Boyne, P.O. Box 776,
Kingston 1, Jamaica, W.I.,
www.cgijamaica.org. Ocho Rios:

UCG, Chuck Smith, jamaicafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Kenya—Nakuru, Ogembo and
Nyanza Province (three sites):
UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.
Ndhiwa: Continuing Church of
God, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com.
Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG,
Gracious Mpilangwe,
gracious_mpilangwe@ucg.org,
Victor Kubik, vic@kubik.org.
Malaysia—Penang: UCG, Don or
Dawn Goodger, d.goodger@
gotalk.net.au, (613) 9436-1359.
Mexico—Oaxtepec: Living Church
of God, www.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, Gabriel Garcia,
vallarta@iduai.org, Mario
Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.
Nigeria—JABU Resort of
Arakeji of Ondo State: UGC,
Oludare Akinbo, oludare_
akinbo@ucg.org.
New Zealand—Nelson: UCG,
www.nelsonnz.com. Wellington:
Continuing Church of God, John
Hickey, john.h@vodafone.net.nz.
Philippines—Albuera, Leyte:
UCG, Jose Campos, campos_
jt@yahoo.com, +63-933-208-0625
or +63-998-496-9171. Baguio
City: UCG, Rey Evasco, rey.evasco@gmail.com, +63 (917) 8147826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati
City 1287, Philippines. Davao
City: UCG, Edmond Macaraeg,
ed_macaraeg@ucg.org, +63-82241-0150, PO Box 81840, DCCPO
8000 Davao City, Philippines.
Silay City: Continuing Church of
God, Oscar Mediavilla,
hansmediavilla@rocketmail.com.
Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG,
Chuck Smith, stluciafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
South Africa—Margate: UCG,
Roy Demont, roydemont@
gmail.com.
Spain—Majorca: WCG/GCI,
Pedro Rufián Mesa, iduespana@
yahoo.es.
Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@
ucg.org, (507) 377-8151.
Tanzania—Lake Victoria, near
Bunda: Continuing Church of
God, George Lemi,
lemigeorge@yahoo.com.
Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy
Institute, mail@legacyinstitute.org.
Trinidad & Tobago—Crown Point:
UCG, Chuck Smith, tobagofot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG,
Mike Mukarati, mikemuk@zol.co.zw.

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 2

The problem for us as to when
Jesus ate His Last Supper and the nature of that meal results from our believing translators of the Bible who
did a lousy job.
Mike Baran
Sydney, Australia
Orchids and grunions
This is in response to Don the
Heretic’s response to Fred Coulter [in
the CONNECTIONS section, page 20,
issue No. 163, dated June 30, 2014].
Don wrote an article titled “I’m a
Preacher of Heresy . . . So Says Fred
Coulter.”
You, Don, answered Fred’s misguided teachings in kind. He clearly
does not view women in the same category that Scripture and the Almighty
view them.
You did two things. First, you encouraged women to take the right to
choose for themselves, their personal

responsibilities, in their pursuit of
spiritual salvation. Second, you rightly answered Fred.
But you were able to answer Fred
because he has not hidden himself. You
claim the right to answer others, yet
you refuse the right of others to know
who you are so they can answer you.
Shame on you. You have the free-

Although I wrote this letter as a
response to Don the Heretic, I think it
applies to a larger audience than just
Don.
In other words, if the shoe fits
please consider wearing it.
Ray E. Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net
Lincoln, N.D.

reminded me of my WCG experience.
Mr. Hicks alleged that the church’s
national board of directors had spent
more than $80,000 for legal advice on
how to adopt a new constitution to
enable it to exercise control over local
church assets.
I don’t know if any money was
spent to secretly change the WCG con-

‘I spent quite some time comparing past weather (going back
about 100 years) to the present weather, as well as comparing
America to places like India, China, Africa and the Middle East.’
dom to remain anonymous. But why do
so? Are you afraid? Are you ashamed
of something (which I do not believe)?
I commend you on your response
to Fred. Please judge yourself on the
rest as it pertains to you and your fear
of becoming known.

Slippery slope
One particular piece of information
in the article on Bill Hicks, CG7 Denver’s director of missions who was
censured and resigned [as reported in
issue No. 163, dated June 30, 2014],

stitution, but I distinctly remember
our collective surprise when that
change was finally discovered.
The first doctrine to be tampered
with most likely will be clean meats
as enumerated in Scripture.
It can also be expected that the

CG7 will increasingly emphasize pagan holy days.
At a moment deemed most appropriate, the Sabbath might come under
attack.
Sasha Veljic
Novi Sad, Serbia
Saturday-evening humor
The following is some humor I
clipped out of a Saturday Evening
Post written by Kenneth Roberts:
“Two major-league pitchers wondered if baseball was played in heaven.
They eventually agreed that whoever
died first would let the other know.
“A few months later, one died and
as promised returned.
“ ‘The good news is that, yes, baseball is played in heaven,’ the spirit told
his fellow pitcher. ‘The bad news is that
you’re slated to pitch next Thursday.’ ”
Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

Connections: Member to Member
Issue No. 164

PUBLISHED BY THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD

The Ten Commandments
Z Q A
V A H
X S G
C R U
CW I
X S L
Z D A
HO B
WG O
G N R
S Q S
D R A
H Z B
T V B
U B A
Y L T
T L H
T J N
P E Y
T F R
Adultery
Cattle
Commandments
Commit
Covet

V
F
F
X
O
B
O
X
A
P
O
R
B
G
V
Z
S
J
Z
E

R L O AWQ Q U
Y R E T L U D A
EMY R RWK X
FMT S E G C T
I WB F H R N X
L A UWT Q Q G
WAWY O R A X
I R E NMC J B
TMP J X O B R
N S O NUMY B
E O P S UML L
S P V V U A B X
S P Q T HN B G
EWF Z T DMN
L E A P NMG C
A J L K E E S P
E L S C V NW I
T T E N E T N I
S S T R S S R Z
T HG U A DWF
Daughter
Day
False
Father
Gods

Honor
Image
Jealous
Kill
Labor

R X A T B S I
O A K I L L K
B J WT D N C
H R E A E A Y
G O Q I F J Y
I N G C V C V
E O E V O A P
NHQMD O I
D OM I T O G
Z I VMG QM
T Y Z TME K
Y J E B A F N
S VWB A S X
O A D T BMY
C GH B H C U
WE A L I X T
R O Z D K G T
MA G E Z V J
F S V L N A Y
Y E L T T A C
Mother
Neighbor
Sabbath
Seventh
Six

X
P
J
H
L
L
J
B
N
S
F
G
G
T
I
O
U
V
E
B

Son
Steal
Ten
Vain
Witness

Why do you
tithe on money?

July 31, 2014

Connections runs classifieds
C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Prayer requests

Personals

Resources

Leon Avery requests prayers for his sister,
Jane Taylor of Tulsa, Okla. She has colon cancer. She was diagnosed a
couple of weeks ago.
Cards of encouragement
may be sent to Jane c/o
Leon Avery, 4642 S. St.
Louis Ave., Tulsa, OK
74105, U.S.A.

and has a passion for life. I am 5-foot-9, have
blue eyes, light-brown hair, love life and enjoy
conversations and good teasing too! I use
total communication, signing and speaking at
the same time. You can E-mail me at
janecemm1@gmail.com. Once I hear from you,
I will send you a picture of me. Would love to
get to know you if God’s willing. Janece.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley
Springs, CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org,
(209) 772-0737 or (209) 772-2993.

Prayer request for Donna
Thomas and son, Ron
Phillips. I (Donna) am 80 Jane Avery
and Ron is 59. I broke my Taylor
back two and one-half
years ago, and Ron has neurological damage.

Resources

Personals
Hello. I am a single deaf
woman in my 60s. I am a
Sabbath-keeper and am
seeking a deaf male companion who is also a
Sabbath-keeper. Seeking a
man in late 50s or early 60s,
someone who loves God,
outdoor walks and animals,
enjoys friends, loves great
conversations and laughter

Christian Straight Talk, williestraighttalk.
blogspot.com. Joseph and Barbara Willie
discuss a variety of subjects relating to
the New Covenant gospel (Sexuality,
Trinity, Sin, Prophecy). Expand your biblical
horizons.
Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath,
11 a.m. Pacific, 12 noon mountain, 1 p.m.
central, 2 p.m. eastern, (916) 233-0562,
www.godward.org.
Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002,
South Pasadena, CA 91030.
ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.
Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.com;
articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

Janece

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

Church of God of The Most High

(The Ancient of Days) ©

A SOVEREIGN ASYLUM STATE (Provincial Law)—Headquartered at the “Third Heaven”
See the following Scriptures: 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12, Verses 1-4.
See also: Philippians, Chapter 1, Verse 12, Philippians, Chapter 3, Verses 20-21, Ephesians, Chapter 2

Proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom of God Most High
According to the Holy Scriptures: (Book of
Genesis Chapter 14), (Book of Psalms, Psalm
82), (Book of Psalms, Psalm 91) (note: clearly
identifies and reveals two distinct divine spirit
beings—spirit personalities—not one or three),
(Book of Daniel, Chapter 7), (Mark Chapter 13),
(John Chapter 10, Verses 34 and 35), (Mark
Chapter 16), (Matthew Chapter 24), (Matthew
Chapter 26, Verses 1-13), (Matthew Chapter 28),
(Book of Acts, Chapter 2), (Revelation Chapter
13), and (Revelation Chapter 14).
Members of this Church strive to observe all of
the Scriptural Covenant requirements, including
but not limited: To the Seventh Day Sabbath of
God as well as the Annual Sabbaths of God, and
the Ten Commandments.
Members of this Church conscientiously object

(The Ancient of Days) ©

to coming under, any and all military authority,
in any form. Members of this Church strive to
“earnestly contend for the Faith Once For All,
Delivered to the Saints,” Book of Jude, in The
First Century Church as Scripturally Defined.
Members of this Church believe and accept all
Scripture, to be the divinely inspired Revelation
of God, and “God-Breathed” (self-contained substantiation)—Canonized in the First Century.
Members of this Church observe Passover on the
14th day of Nisan according to the Hebrew Calendar. Members of this Church observe Pentecost annually—according to the Scriptures.
Addendum: “Pillar of Truth,” a monthly publication, is being offered to Church members and
co-workers, upon written request, to the Ambassador/Publisher at the address listed below.

Church of God of TheMost High

(The Ancient of Days)©

To order these books write:

ICY

In care of Ambassador/Director • Ogorek Publishing© • P.O. Box 929 • Lake Forest, Illinois U.S.A. [60045]

Send All Correspondence First Class Mail Securely Sealed

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery,
TX 77356, art@mokarow.com, GodsPuzzle
Solved.com. Biblical-history programs at
youtubecom/biblicalhistory/art.
Building Bridges Not Walls, www.ReconciliationGroup.org.
Free article on the Subject of Passover. Please
call Richard Korth, (509) 732-8984. You will
be amazed and dumbfounded at the Real
Truth about Passover! It’s a REAL FEAST!
The Church of God is not prepared, Children
ofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little Rock, AR
72260.
From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, ozwitness.net/.
America and Britains Future, US-Britishfuture.com, P.O. Box 4877, Oceanside, CA
92052.

Cgministry-inchrist.org, cgminchrist@charter.net.

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

(INTERNATIONAL LAW)

Dial in Live Every Sabbath

Who Can You Trust? Bill.hawkins1@gmail.com.

Malachi in Context Is Vital! Lawrence G.
Mumme, P.O. Box 86094, Tucson, AZ 85754.

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A Virtual Church

Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood, AZ 86326.

All rights reserved entire contents herein copyrighted by Vince Ogorek–Author.©

Call

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Should the Feast of Tabernacles be observed in
a summer or fall month? Should the first month
of the year be a winter or spring month? www.
Fla-ccog.com, jancgil@aol.com.
Jesus the God. Jesus the Man. Priesthood/Ministerial Duties. Ray Daly, rayedaly
@bis.midco.net or 3 Santee Rd., Lincoln, ND
58504.

Obituaries
Charles “Chuck” Biggs passed from this life
on July 11, 2014. Charles was born in
Brooklyn, N.Y., on Nov. 30, 1935, to Jean
Marhart and adopted at the age of 3 by Amy
and Wesley Biggs of Long Island. Charles
was predeceased by his son Joel in 1969. ¶
Survivors include his loving wife, Judy Biggs,
sons Caleb Shelvock (Lenora) and Brian
Biggs and daughter Bonnie Dyer (Van). He also
leaves behind four grandchildren, Nicole, Sarah,
Courtney and Darren, and
five great-grandchildren.
Also Bernie and Paula
Monsalvo, who are more
like family than friends. ¶
There are numerous young Chuck Biggs
people who also considered Chuck their “dad.” Among them are
Gwen and Garret Burson, Jason and Jackie
Yeats, Johnny Justis, David and Laurie Fisher
and Kathy, Dana, Sheryl, Cricket, Melanie,
Jeff, Jessica and Lawrence. The list is long.
Please forgive us if anyone was left out.
Chuck loved you all. ¶ Last but certainly not
least is our “Honorary Great-Grandson”
Wyatt. ¶ Thank you family and friends for all
your love and support.
Oliver King Batte Jr., 70, died at home with
his family in Brenham, Texas, on July 25,
2014. O.K. was born Aug. 25, 1943, in San
Antonio, Texas, to Oliver King and Lucille
Cranford Batte. ¶ He grew up in Jackson,
Miss., graduating from Murrah High School.
After graduating from Mississippi State
See CONNECTIONS, page 18

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL
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God’s Holiness
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

T

included in all the books ever written.
he world varies widely in its religious beIn the West, from the time of the birth of Jesus,
liefs. Certain aspects are similar in their
many universities studied how the universe came to
basic contents. All have “gods” who are
be and its purpose. The East, with India, China,
diverse in their abiliJapan and others, believed they had the truth as
ties, powers and purdetermined by their own professors and universities.
poses. Some have one God,
and others include a multitude
The image of Rome
of gods, going back to Zeus,
who was represented as any
The West (formed by the Roman Empire) used
man who states he is a savior.
Latin as its predominant language. Individual states
Every Christian faith has
of the Roman Empire’s daughter countries had their
one God as the catalyst of
own individual languages, but their root words were
everything it believes in. Some
based on Latin. They actually followed the image of
call Him a male, the Father of
the Roman Empire. The French, Italian, Spanish,
all. Yet, from that genesis, you
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Science Is Like
Every Other Religion
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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There seem to be so many differing conclusions
for each individual. Those at other universities
believe in absolutely opposing scientific ideas, including religion. Science is like any other human
religion: believing what is partly right and partly
wrong. There is always more to it than anyone
knows at any given time.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

German, Russian and many more followed Rome.
So many in the world follow the image of the Beast
(read Daniel 2).
Their universities taught the Catholic philosophy
because it was all they had. If they did not teach it,
they were persecuted or martyred. But then the
Bible was printed and many began to study.
Saints and Holy Ones
Eventually, Luther found 95 Catholic teachings
With the one God and Father who made all
that he disagreed with. Many began to protest and
became Protestants. The Thirty-Years War and the things, God teaches the truth of reality in two ways:
through the saints and
Hundred-Years War dithrough the faithful
vided many beliefs in
Jesus
tells
you
who
you
should
ones.
Europe, including the
worship.
God,
not
Jesus,
is
to
be
Does the Bible clearBritish Isles.
worshiped (John 4:24).
ly outline this mystery
Many schools and
so you can know the
universities searched
difference? The Ephefor a compromise. Phisians received a letter informing them of some inforlosophers, especially those involved with astrology
and the mathematical systems, tried to determine mation they needed to know. The Ephesian church
was told what it lacked as a church. They had lost
“truth.”
their “first love” (Revelation 2:4).
They called it science, a system of measurement
What is to be your first love? The works and labor
by experimenting with how the universe works.
of the apostles were good. They hated evil and liars
A new god
and kept the name of Christ. They never stopped
doing the work of God through Christ.
Copernicus to Newton to Einstein did the same.
Science, relying on human intelligence, became a
Who you should worship
new god. Science continues to follow astrology
The Ephesians lost sight of the One who loved
through mathematical guessing—by equations
them and who did all the work. They were great
repeating themselves often enough to determine the
Christians, but what is everyone’s first love? Very
truth, but still remaining a theory.
simply, Jesus tells who you should worship. God, not
Science decided God, the Creator (Hebrews 3:4),
Jesus, is to be worshiped: “God is a Spirit: and they
was no longer necessary and had become very distant. Each scientist learns his own partial truths that that worship him must worship him in spirit and
are constantly in disagreement with some other truth” (John 4:24). They did not have the love for
God like they should have had (Deuteronomy 5:29).
point of view. Over the centuries, the theories and
disagreements are compounded.
Christ always honored God
Back to polytheism
Christ never told you to worship him. Christ alMankind went back to polytheism (many pagan
gods), which is idolatry. Today, many gods are still
worshiped. God foretold that two cannot walk
together unless they agree (Amos 3:3).
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER
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Ask God for Mercy,
Which Pardons Sins
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was holy. No man did any of the work; only God
did. The work of God is holy.
fect and in the image of God. It was never about
To be in the image of God, individuals will have
Jesus. Jesus was sent by God and only did what God,
the power, love and sound (healthy) mind of God.
his Father, told him to do. God is to be your first love.
The Holy Spirit of God comprises all three abilities
When God the Father gave Israel the Ten Com(power, love and a sound mind). The love of God is
mandments, He said: “And showing mercy [forgivthe essence of God.
ing sin] to thousands of them that love me and keep
Read what The Ephesians had to do: “Remember
my commandments” (Deuteronomy 5:10). “The
therefore from where you are fallen [who made
love of God” means you want to be “just like the one
them] and repent and do the first works [what God
who loves you so much.”
taught]: or else I [Christ] will come to you [return]
Become the Bride
quickly and will remove your candlestick
What was primary
When
you
grow
into
the
Love
of
out of his place, except
was to love God and
God, you will have completed
you repent” (Revelaask for mercy. Mercy
all laws (Romans 13:10).
tion 2:5).
pardons sins. Then,
Paul’s letter to the
keeping the CommandEphesians was to dements allowed them
fine who the saints and the faithful are (Ephesians
into the Promised Land of God to be blessed or
1:1-2). In Greek the word saints is the hagios, the
cursed. They were still able to receive salvation.
holy ones, while the “faithful,” in Greek, is tsaidacs.
They must become the Bride of Christ to be at the
The faithful ones fear God and keep the CommandWedding Feast.
You must first repent: “Hear, O Israel: the LORD ments (out of fear of the Lord). This is the “beginning of knowledge and wisdom.”
your God is one Lord [master]: And you shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart [desires] and
Love casts out fear
with all your soul [life] and with all your might”
They are babes in Christ but still carnal like
(Deuteronomy 6:4-5). Individuals must love God so
young animals: “He that loves not knows not God;
much they really want to be in the exact image of
for God is love” (I John 4:8). What does the love of
God, like Christ.
God do? “There is no fear in love; but perfect love
The Great Commandment
[hagios] casts out fear: because fear has torment [the
lake of fire]. He that fears is not made perfect in
Jesus agreed and said Deuteronomy 6:4-5 is the
love. You love him [God] because he first loved
Great Commandment of God. “The first love” is
you” (I John 4:18-19).
above all other commandments of God. Sins cannot
The holiness of God consists of all of the power,
be forgiven until you love God as He loves you.
love and the healthy mind of God. He gives you this
Why does God want you to love Him? Does God
as long as you repent and remain faithful. Faith
have an ego? NO, NO, a thousand times NO!
guarantees your salvation to keep growing spiritualYour loving God completes all of God’s love for
ly, to be in the Holy Spirit of God.
you. When you love God as He loves you, it will
When you grow into the Love of God, you will
make you love all His creation. God loves the crehave completed all laws (Romans 13:10). Why?
ation because it was perfect, or, as God said, it was
With the love of God, individuals will do only good
“very good” (Genesis 1:31). This is what made the
works like God (the Father) and Christ.
seventh day the rest of God—because all He created
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Where Is the...

True Church today?
Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

— What Next?—
“Therefore when you see
the abomination of
desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the Prophet, standing
in the Holy Place (whoever
reads let him understand).
Then let those who are in
Judea flee to the mountains”
(Matthew 24:15-16).
Dear Brethren,
he prophecies concerning the end
of this age are now beginning to be
opened up to the understanding of
those who have remained fully faithful to
the restored teachings Jesus Christ used
His late apostle and His promised Elijah to
restore within His true Church as was
foretold by God in prophecy.

T

In view of the prophecies that speak of the
terrible things to befall this earth at the close
of this age, the LORD God inspired His
prophet with the overview and conclusion of
them, with a very solemn warning of the
necessity of REMEMBERING His LAW, His
Ten Commandments with the statutes and
judgments (Malachi 4:1-4).
And to proclaim that Remembrance and
Warning of the very end-time, the LORD God
promised to send a man in the office of the
Elijah to prepare the way before the return of
Jesus Christ to this earth:
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the
prophet BEFORE the coming of the great
and dreadful day of the LORD . . .”
(Malachi 4:5-6).
And to His disciples Jesus Christ confirmed what was said by His prophet, and
further said to them:
“And His disciples asked Him (Jesus
Christ), saying, ‘Why then do the scribes
say that Elijah must come first (before
His return—Matthew 16:28)?’ Jesus answered and said to them, ‘Indeed, Elijah is coming FIRST and will RESTORE ALL
THINGS (the Law; Gospel, Matthew 24:14;
doctrinal teachings—the faith once for all
delivered to the saints, Jude 3; while sounding the Ezekiel warning message, Ezekiel
33:1-7)’ ” (Matthew 17:10-11).
For all those who were ministers and
members of the Worldwide Church of God
prior to 1986, if honest they would admit that
Jesus Christ used Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong
to fulfill both offices of Apostle and the promised Elijah during his lifetime mission.
What they came to believe and preached
was learned directly from him or from those
who were also taught by him from all those
restored teachings! There has been no other
before or since—regardless of those who
claim to be the promised Elijah! They have
nothing to restore of God’s teachings that he
had not already restored.
Understanding Prophecy: As promised,
Jesus Christ also opened his mind by His Holy
Spirit to understand the prophecies that are
now being seen coming to pass in the House of
Joseph, the Middle East, Europe, and Asia.
“. . . The Spirit of Truth . . . will
guide you into all truth . . . it will tell

(reveal) things to come” (John 16:13).
And he spoke and wrote about them just
as he was directed by Jesus Christ to do:
“. . . Write the VISION (with understanding, Mark 13:10) and make it PLAIN
on tablets (Plain Truth, Good News, booklets, etc., Mark 13:10), that he may run
who reads it (the message). For the VISION is yet for the Appointed Time; but
at the Appointed Time it will SPEAK (in
writing and in speech), and it will NOT lie.
Though it tarries, WAIT for it; because it
will surely come and it will NOT tarry!”
(Habakkuk 2:1-3; Ezekiel 3:33).
The Middle East: In his writings of the
revealed visions of the prophecies along with
his preaching, Mr. Armstrong always cautioned the Church to watch Jerusalem! It is
the PRIZE CITY the nations are seeking to conquer and control! And whatever takes place
there will lead to the final fulfillment of the
prophecies and the return of Jesus Christ.
Presently it is in fiery conflict with terrorist factions fighting and struggling with one
another for the power of leadership while
others are seeking to destroy Israel! Without
their realizing it, this is leading to the final
fulfillment of the prophecies that he
preached during his lifetime ministry.
A Triggering Prophecy: The stage is
being set for the final fulfillment of a particular prophecy that will lead like a domino
effect to other prophecies falling into place
and their fulfillment; they will lead into the
time of Jacob’s trouble and the Great
Tribulation (Jeremiah 30:4-7). What is
that particular prophecy that will lead the
way for the other prophetic dominoes to
begin toppling over into their fulfillment?
Sacrificial Offerings: This is the
prophecy! Scripture reveals the daily sacrificial offerings will soon begin being offered
(Daniel 12:11), and—further—they will be
offered on the very same site where they
were once offered.
All necessary things have already been prepared by the Jews to begin the daily offerings
except for the Red Heifer (Numbers 19);
recently they found it. Also, the altar has been
built and ready to be transported to its rightful
place. Recent news articles make known they
are anxiously awaiting the opportunity to
begin the construction of the Temple, at which
time the offerings will begin to take place.
The Construction of the Third Temple: Similar to King David, who stockpiled
materials for the First Temple (I Chronicles
28:2), so have the Jews stockpiled materials
for the building of the third Temple. However,
considering the entirety of the Arab nations
ready to do an all-out battle with Israel at
their first move, virtually anyone would say
this is ludicrous to even believe such a thing
could possibly take place! And it would
be–except for God being in the picture!
The Scriptures are very clear! This will indeed take place—and sooner than one might
care to think! Most do not realize that Jesus
Christ has a Master Plan with a Timetable in
place. And, realizing that He rules in the
kingdoms and nations of mankind, all these
nations put together will be unable to stop
His Plan from going forward—according to
God’s timing. And nothing escapes His attention that would stand in the way of these

prophecies taking place.
The Most Sovereign Almighty God
is Supreme Ruler: The leaders of nations
and kingdoms of mankind are blinded to the
fact that the Almighty God in heaven above
also determines their leadership in His ongoing Plan. For understanding, consider the
writing of the Prophet Daniel regarding God
dealing with the high and haughty, arrogant
King of Babylon, Nebuchadnezzar:
“Bear in mind what happened of
old; for I am God (Elohim), and there is
none else (no other gods), I am divine,
and there is NONE like Me. I foretell the
END (Book of Revelation) from the BEGINNING (Genesis 1:1; John 1:1-5), and from
the start, things that had NOT yet occurred. I say: ‘My (Master) Plan shall be
fulfilled; I will do ALL I have purposed’ ” (Isaiah 46:9-10, NJPS Translation).
And to make possible His ongoing Master
Plan to go forward, God sets up leaders and
removes them from their exalted positions,
as was made known to Nebuchadnezzar, supreme ruler of the impregnable Babylonian
Empire:
“. . . The Most High is sovereign over
the realm of men, and
He gives it to whom He
wishes and He sets
over it even the lowest
of men” (Daniel 4:14, 2123, 29, NJPS Translation).
There are Scriptural examples of God removing
and setting up rulers to fit
into His ongoing Plan (I
Kings 19 15-17). This is
evident, for in recent times leaders
have been toppling
from their power
and authority of
leadership and replaced by others.
This is working
toward the fulfillment of the Bible
prophecy concerning the beginning of
the Sacrificial Offerings to be followed by the construction of the
third Temple. And this will soon come to pass
and established in their former places. Some
might say: How can that possibly be, with the
Dome of the Rock covering the place of the
former Temple?
The Angels of God: The war that is ongoing between Israel and the Hamas terrorists thousands of rockets have been directed
into Israel with the intent of igniting the
Nuclear Stockpile of Israel. And had they
been successful the nation of Israel would
have been blown to bits. Their efforts failed!
Why? Consider the recent news headline:
HAMAS IN GAZA SAY THAT THE JEWS’
GOD ‘CHANGES THE PATHS OF OUR ROCKETS IN MID-AIR’ (NTEB News Desk, July 23,
2014).
Biblical history teaches that God will neither let the warring factions of the Arabs
destroy Israel, nor will He enable the Jews to
destroy the Arabs. Both peoples are from the
loins of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. Therefore He undoubtedly has sent His angels to

redirect the rockets to fall harmlessly, for the
most part, in other places.
The Dome of the Rock: While knowing
God’s intent to begin the sacrificial offerings
to be followed by the construction of the
Temple, He may possibly send an angel to
redirect a rocket to blow up the Dome on the
Rock at precisely the right time, thus enabling these prophecies to be fulfilled. This is
not to say this is the way it will happen, but it
could! In one way or another it will happen
to fulfill those prophecies.
The Day and the Month Already
Made Known: There are other Scriptures
that reveal the day and the month the sacrificial offerings will begin being offered, but not
the year—for that is yet to be determined. The
details of this prophecy will be made known
in our next publication of the Philadelphia
Remnant Magazine, October 2014.
The 144,000: Within that same publication of the Philadelphia Remnant will be an
article clearly making known to the unbiased
reader the understanding of who are the
144,000 saints who will soon be standing
with Jesus Christ on Mount Zion, along with
an article making known the identity of the
Unnumbered Multitudes and when they
will be resurrected.
Russia in Prophecy: In this current
Philadelphia Remnant Magazine publication is an article about Russia. Will a war
break out between America and Russia over
the fighting in the Ukraine? What will really happen? This article makes the answers
very clear.
The Death Throes of the House of
Joseph: Viewing these once great nations
now wallowing in their death
throes due to God’s curse on
them because of their abominable sins, Jesus Christ is
empowering His true Church
and faithful servants to work
a work in this end-time as a
WITNESS and A WARNING of horrific disasters to intensify and
befall these nations until the
end comes (Habakkuk 1:1-5;
3:2; Jeremiah 30:4-7).
Scripture reveals the cause of the coming
demise of the House of Joseph as nations:
The Failure of Leadership: “Surely
your people in your midst are women!”
(Isaiah 3:12). And because of it the gates
(entrance) of your land are WIDE OPEN for
your enemies (as was with impregnable
Babylon, Isaiah 44:24-28;45:1-7); FIRE (nuclear blitzkrieg warfare, Ezekiel 6:6; 12:20)
shall devour the bars (defense system) of
your gates” (Nahum 3:12).
The Future: Where will you and I be
when this ultimate disaster takes place? You
would do well to prepare for it by getting back
on track by using your Bible together with
Mystery of the Ages, the unedited original
copy of it. It could lead to the blessing of being spared from the Great Tribulation
that is almost here, and be able to stand with
Jesus Christ upon His return (Luke 21:36).
What next? This short article has made
the answer known. You can read in detail
about it in the Philadelphia Remnant Magazine, the October 2014 publication.
—Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
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Plane Truth Part 9
he US has been described as giving Israel
T
a blank check to spend on whatever it
wants. What kind of a nation are we support-

ing with our tax dollars? The nation that instigated the 911 attacks and profited the most
from them. Most Jews are Ashkenazi described as the synagog of Satan (Rev 3:9; for
belief in the Talmud that promotes sin and vilifies Christ). But even Sephardic Jews in
Jesus’ time followed the false religion of the
Pharisees, from exile in Babylon.
Goliath by Max Blumenthal (2014)
Max named the book because the state of
Israel acts like the giant, not David. “Statefunded Orthodox rabbis publish books that
provide instructions on how and when to kill
Gentiles, where half of Jewish youth declare
their refusal to sit in a classroom with an Arab.”
At the end of 2008, Gaza Strip’s 1.5 million
residents and refugees were guarded by massive Israeli forces. Weaponized drones hovered overhead. Their humming was a constant
reminder of Israeli control. Israeli commandos
boarded 5 old ships trying to provide humanitarian relief, and the people on board were
treated as terrorists. Kitchen knives were gathered from the galley and filmed, claimed to be
the terrorists’ weapons.
An Israeli raid on Gaza Nov. 5 violated the
ceasefire agreement. And one day before the
US elections so it would get little media attention. F-16s targeted police and civilian installations, killing even children. While Israel did
receive some Hamas missiles in retaliation, no
Israeli died.
In Israel, protesters against the atrocity were
shot with rubber bullets and teargas. There
were calls of stripping the protesters’ citizenship. International press reporters were forbidden from going into the Gaza Strip and could
only observe from Parash Hill, which they
renamed Hill of Shame. Israel uses heavyhanded tactics to censor any news getting out.
“Unarmed civilians were torn to pieces with
flechette darts sprayed from tank shells, several
other children covered in burns from white phosphorous chemical weapons rounds were taken to
hospitals, a few were found dead with bizarre
wounds after being hit with experimental Dense
Inert Metal Explosive bombs designed to dissolve into the body and rapidly erode internal
soft tissue. A group of women were shot to death
while waving a white flag.” Israeli soldiers used
an 8-year-old boy’s corpse for target practice.
An Israeli tank commander named Ohad
later told a filmmaker that “The orders were
clear. If a car came within 200 meters of me I
could simply shoot—shoot a shell at it . . . We
needed to cleanse the neighborhoods, the
buildings, the area of the neighborhood. It
sounds really terrible to say cleanse, but those
were the orders. I don’t want to make a mistake
with the words.” His superior officer marked
with a laser which houses were to be shelled,
saying “Every [marked] house gets a shell.”
Israeli forces conducted slash and burn tactics destroying 80% of the arable farm land.
Destroying flour mills and food processing factories. At a chicken farm, 31,000 chickens were
killed. An Israeli tank gunner named Yegev later
told a filmmaker “I thought it was idiotic. Yeah,
yeah at chickens. Deterrent fire, they called it.
Every hour we had to shoot a few rounds from a
machine gun at the chicken coop. To deter people or to deter chickens? I don’t know!”
Israel had discriminated against Palestinians
as national policy, but became worse advocating open apartheid (as South Africa was condemned for years and finally stopped). Recent
Israeli elections continue the process, of electing a strongman who will finish the job. Furthering the agenda of the “wealthy and politically dominant Ashkenazi elite.” Max is an
Ashkenazi Jew (born in the US), which usually
allows him access most anywhere in Israel.
Netanyahu was raised and educated in the
USA. He labeled any Jew against the agenda
as a self-hating Jew. “Netanyahu was able to
single-handedly turn CNN into what one PLO
official called a propagandist for the Israelis.”
Netanyahu spoke to a conference of Likud
activists saying “It doesn’t matter if justice is
on your side. You have to depict your position
as just.” Israel usually conducts low-intensity
warfare against Palestinians in at least urban
centers to decimate them.
When Israel became a nation
On May 13, 1948, two days before Israel declared its independence, Zionist militia attacked
Jaffe so its civilian inhabitants were dead or had
to flee out to sea. In later years, an Arab resident

of Jaffe complained that we didn’t know what a
ghetto was until the Zionists came.
Israeli Haganah, the main Zionist military
force of armor columns, ruthlessly killed anything living in their path, killing thousands of
Arabs, including women and children. This was
even reported in some US news accounts. Palestinians numbering 170, trying to find safe haven
in a mosque, were killed by Israelis and allowed
to rot in the July heat. Israelis later had Palestinians go in, bring out the corpses and make
graves for them. Then the Israelis killed them so
they were buried in the same graves they dug.
Israelis sometimes stole the jewelry of fleeing Arabs, or raped captured Arab women. In
Feb. 1948, months before Israel obtained independence, Israeli troops began ethnic cleansing. Rolled barrels with explosives toward
Arab residents of Haifa, though there had been
no violence there before. Israeli troops were
ordered to kill any Arab they saw and to ignite
fire where ever possible.
Today, any arrested Arab really has no rights,
and is likely to be kept in solitary confinement
without change of clothes during imprisonment. Arabs flying using the International Ben
Gurion Airport are interrogated and searched
extensively, including a mandatory proctology
exam at least once by security officers. Requiring coming to the airport 5 hours in advance for it. One 6-month old Arab baby was
separated from the parents and strippedsearched. Discrimination there is so blatant
they make little attempt to conceal it. Any Arab
and anyone with an Arab-sounding name may
have to go to the Arab room for hours of interrogation. Racial profiling is the norm. Any hint
a tourist plans to go to the occupied areas may
be met with immediate deportation.
Israelis are urged to boycott Arab businesses
and products. Arabs are hindered from getting
jobs, such as at orchards (of course, Israelis
usually don’t want these jobs, as US citizens, so
illegal aliens do most of them). Since Arabs
have trouble doing legal work, many resort to
the black market and criminal activity.
Shimon Perez is known as a peace prize
winner, but to Palestinians as the architect of
many brutal attacks on them. As Operation
Grapes of Wrath in 1996, artillery strikes on
102 Lebanese women and children huddled in
a UN bomb shelter at Qana.
“According to the Palestinian historian
Walid Khalidi, the Davidka was a homemade
mortar launcher deployed in crowded built-up
civilian quarters where the noise and blast
maddened women and children into a frenzy of
fear and panic. Its designers traded accuracy
for a maximum fear factor, welding metal
tubes to the mortars so they emitted highpitched shrills as they tumbled to the ground.”
They scared thousands into fleeing. Meanwhile, Israel proclaims it is a democracy.
Arab schools are not taught about any Israeli
atrocities, but taught profusely about the Holocaust of Jews in Europe (greatly exaggerated, of
course). Teachers are monitored so they adhere
strictly to Israeli guidelines. Text books are published under close watch to abstain from any
Palestinian narrative point of view.
Arab citizens of Israel might become elected officials, but Jews keep them from actually
doing much. They are hampered by the official
use of the Hebrew language over Aramaic.
David Sheen, a US Jew, believed in Zionism and thus went to Israel, though he became
disillusioned there. “He realized everything he
had known about Israelis and Palestinians was
a fantasy cultivated through years of heavy
indoctrination. His [former] view of the occupation as a necessary, albeit unpleasant security measure was shattered after he spent long
hours chatting with Palestinian workers who
woke up at 4AM each morning to slip into
Israel from Nabbus to work construction jobs
for meager pay. Once I saw how the occupation created a permanent underclass and that
it existed to promote exploitation [he changed
his mind] . . . What broke me was they got
workers from Thailand to work on the kibbutz
for next to nothing.”
Outraged by Israeli violence of military force
against others, Sheen joined Israeli protesters at
a Queeruption gay pride rally in Tel Aviv. They
held signs of Stop the Bombing and were arrested by riot police who beat them and dragged
them off. Israel promotes gay rights to defer
criticism against its human right abuses. Urging
openly gay Israeli soldiers to speak in front of
school kids. Even having a vulgar float made for
the San Francisco 2011 Gay Pride parade.
Sheen argued with Israelis against the violence
but they were for it. “I realized in Israel, you’re

Jan_Aaron_Young@q.com

either in favor of any level of violence unleashed
on these people, no matter who they were, of if
you’re against it you’re with the terrorists. I was
shocked that that attitude was so mainstream.’ ”
[Sounds like the mentality of Bush.]
David Sheen and Max went to interview
David Rotem who was trying to pass certain
laws against Palestinians. Rotem cited the
Holocaust against Jews when Hitler had laws
enacted to deprive Jews of their professions.
But the very laws he was trying to enact were
similar to Hitler’s. And why should Palestinians
suffer for injustices against Jews by Nazis?
When debating the constitutionality of these
laws being racist, Rotem joked. “In my opinion every Jewish town needs at least one Arab.
What would happen if my refrigerator stopped
working on a Saturday?”
Judaization is the ploy to encircle dense
Palestinian cities with Jew-only communities
to control the region. Part of the Koenig Memo,
whose primary author was Yisrael Koenig. In
Sept. 1976 the contents of the Memo was
leaked. Officials did not deny it but were against
it being leaked. And he was not fired, but
remained at his post of the Ministry of the
Interior, for 26 years. So small communities
could have a ‘welcoming committee’ that disallowed certain people like Arabs, and even
single Israelis. Building permits are not allowed to Arabs even on land they already
owned, but were easily obtained by Israelis.
Moshe Dayan, the eye-patched southern
commander of the Israeli army known for
ruthlessness, spoke on Israeli National Radio
admitting publicly the root of Palestinian
hatred of Jews. “Who are we that we should
bewail their mighty hatred of us? For eight
years they have been sitting in refugee camps
in Gaza and before their eyes we have been
transforming the lands and the villages where
they and their fathers dwelt into our estate.”
Feuding continues as one side seeks
revenge for atrocities by the other side, though
Israel has the upper hand. Dayan ordered
Israeli troops to gather all the men from two
refugee camps in Gaza. Some were beaten as
they were made to stand against a concrete
wall, then shot execution style in the back of
the head, 386 in all. Streets of the refugee
camps were lined with their bodies. Abdel
Aziz al-Rantissi said he witnessed the execution of his uncle this way when he was nine
years old. He claimed it planted in his mind
revenge, so years later he helped found
Hamas, the Islamic militant and political
group that now ‘rules’ the Gaza Strip.
In one area of Israel law was enacted imposing a curfew, but many Arabs did not know
of it and tried to return as normal after work.
So 47 unarmed men were massacred. Those in
charge of the atrocity, instead of being reprimanded, were promoted.
In Dec. 2010, a small group of Israeli and
Palestinian women living on opposite sides of
the Wall near Jerusalem tried to bridge the cultural gap between them. But when the Arab
women visited the Israeli side, Israeli kids
called them whores and hookers mocking
them. The Israeli women tried to apologize.
Keeping Holocaust flames alive
Israelis focusing on their Holocaust claim to
be justified in starting a nuclear weapons program and concealing it. And testing poisonous
gas on Arabs in a Gaza town.
Israel has been sending its children on the
brink of becoming part of Israel’s conscripted
armed forces to former concentration camps in
Europe to relive the Holocaust. At first, the plan
seemed to enforce commitment to the Israeli
cause. Though one teacher who led his class
there admitted he was skeptical of the plan.
That it just perpetuated hatred, instead of normal life. The program includes sending career
officers to Auschwitz, but it was found they
became less committed to Jewish values and
embraced universal democratic ideas instead.
Israel is escalating legislation that allows
violence and an authoritarian future. Fascism
is on the rise. In 2003, 27 active duty air force
pilots signed a petition to quit endangering
civilians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip. One
knew first hand about Israel firing upon the
USS Liberty killing 34 US sailors during the
Six-Day War.
Surprisingly, Isaac Herzog, of the Ashkenazi
elite and minister of Social Affairs, demanded
that President Shimon Peres speak out against
racism filling the land and hate crimes rivaling
Alabama in the 1940s. But Peres did not.
Every year since 1967 Jerusalem Day celebrates the Israeli takeover. The Old City’s Mo-
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roccan Quarter was ethnically cleansed in the
Six-Day War. Residents had two hours before
eviction to get out before forcible removal and
their houses demolished. During the 2011 celebration Israeli youth, protected by Israeli
forces, marched into the Muslim Quarter of
Jerusalem shouting “Muhammad is dead!”
and “Slaughter the Arabs!” so Arab residents
knew their evictions were coming. Marchers
hit those trying to film the events.
Breaking the Silence is a group of Israeli
soldiers fed up with the harassment of Arabs at
check points, of cuffing, blindfolding, torture
and humiliation. Graphic trophy photos are
taken by cell phones by the harassing soldiers
and posted on Facebook in pride [similar to
US troops exposed in the US Abu Ghraib
prison scandal].
The Israeli army is the primary social and
indoctrination institution. School children are
exposed to military-related items, as told to
match objects on a page of tanks, missiles and
fighter jets. On field trips, school kids are
allowed to sit on a cannon or inside a tank,
already knowing that they will kill Arabs and
feel good about it.
Many events are used to celebrate the military. Military cemeteries are honored. Even
though almost half those who died there were
by accidents and by their own hands!
Soldiers are urged to tell their tales of heroism in school classes. One boasted he shot a
pregnant Arab woman, justifying it by claiming he stopped a future terrorist. Textbooks
teach classes nothing worthwhile about Arabs
except they are primitive farmers. Mostly
described as refugees or terrorists.
Daughters of Israel
Israel is the only nation requiring women to
serve in the military. While males are encouraged in violence to act as warriors, females are
taught to fear violence and seek protection of
Israeli males. And women serve their role as
mattresses to the males.
“In modern-day secular Israeli society, Purim is the occasion for a giant bacchanal—a
cross between Halloween and Mardi Gras—in
which young people dress up” with boys in
macho costumes as ninjas, and girls like Barbie and fairies.
The rape of female Israeli soldiers by Arabs
is almost unheard of, but often is done by fellow male Israeli soldiers supposed to protect
them. [Similar to the US where even the investigating officer of sex crimes in the military was
found to harass fellow women in the military.]
Israeli women are treated as the national
womb or incubator. Urged to have many children. Those with ten or more babies are given
special honor.
Israel uses a vehicle that shoots a stink gas
resembling rotting of corpses, almost impossible to get off. And uses a machine that screams
so loud, protesters feel nauseous and dazed.
Since they perfected them on demonstrators at
the West Bank, they are marketed in the US as
field-tested.
Lately, Israeli forces arrest Arab children in
night raids and inflict terror, as threatening to
shoot them with a gun pointed at them. Other
children fear being taken any night. Arab
women are prone to getting cancer from all the
metal detectors used at checkpoints.
One million Israelis or 13 percent of the
population now live outside Israel. The emigration of Israelis is the greatest demographic
threat. A 2007 poll of Israelis 14-18 years old
found that half want to leave because of
mounting economic and social problems.
While the USA remains the favorite nation to
go to, Germany, of all places, is desired next.
A wealthy professing Christian living in Israel who donates to the Israeli cause was
advised by Jews to move to Canada for his
well being. Since professed Christians are becoming more discriminated against in the
nation. Though many Christian ministries outside of Israel support it with millions of dollars. [It is against the law in Israel to give anyone the New Testament.]
Nazareth Illit is a mostly Jewish city adjacent to Nazereth proper. Shimon Gaspo, the
mayor of Illit, proclaimed that no Christmas
trees would be displayed in the city as long as
he was mayor. “Aziz Dahdal, a Christian
Palestinian resident of Illit, said “The racism
of not putting a tree up is nothing compared to
the real racism that we experience here.” The
Assembly of Catholic Ordinaries of the Holy
Land pointed out the blame was not upon just
a few extremists. But the remedy was “that
radical changes be made in the educational
system, otherwise the same causes will produce the same effects over and over.”
While Israeli authorities will publicly condemn attacks on Christian property, no one is
arrested or prosecuted. In Jerusalem 8-16-2012,
many Jewish youths attacked three Palestinians
just strolling down the street. Hundreds of
bystanders watched but did nothing while one
lay unconscious in a pool of blood.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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Feast of Tabernacles • “Rejoice Before the Lord”
San Antonio, Texas • October 9–October 16, 2014
The Church of God San Antonio (with the Churches of God Outreach Ministries) will host the Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San Antonio for
the 17th year. All brethren, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wish to “Rejoice Before the Lord” in unity and love are welcome.
and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in
beautiful San Antonio, Texas. Experience the warm,
loving, family atmosphere for which this Feast
site is known. You and your entire family will enjoy and be
spiritually edified through uplifting contemporary worship
music and messages given in a spirit of love.

C

OME

This year a special guest speaker, Joe Kovacs, will join
us for the Feast of Tabernacles. Joe Kovacs is a Bible-believing Christian and author of the #1 bestseller Shocked
by the Bible: The Most Astonishing Facts You’ve
Never Been Told. His latest book, The Divine Secret: The Awesome and Untold Truth About
Your Phenomenal Destiny, was officially released in
stores July 17, 2012, and it instantly rocketed to become
a #1 bestseller on its first day of publication, and is
packed with many 5-star glowing reviews on Amazon.
Joe Kovacs is an award-winning American journalist and
broadcaster who has spent more than twenty-five years
in the broadcast, print and online media, receiving
awards for excellence in news coverage from The Associated Press and United Press International. A frequent
media guest, Mr. Kovacs has appeared on The O’Reilly
Factor on the Fox News Channel as well as countless
radio shows across America and the world, including
Coast to Coast AM. Mr. Kovacs will be speaking about
our divine destiny based on his book The Divine
Secret. To read more about Joe Kovacs and his book, go
to www.thedivinesecret.com.

San Antonio is one of America’s unique cities and the
No. 1 tourist destination in Texas. Major attractions include the Alamo, the River Walk, Sea World, Six Flags
Fiesta Texas, the Tower of the Americas, the San Antonio
Zoo, and many others too numerous to list.

Meeting Place

What the Comfort Inn–Fiesta offers

COMFORT INN–FIESTA at SIX FLAGS

All rooms have been renovated with new furniture and
small microwave and refrigerator. Free Deluxe Continental
Breakfast and newspaper in lobby. Free local phone calls. Wireless
Internet service. Remote satellite TV: HBO, ESPN, CNN. Sparkling
outdoor pool. In-room coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and boards.
Interior corridors, elevators, free parking. You will find the rooms
especially comfortable. Satisfaction guaranteed. The hotel with its
indoor corridors is arranged so you will experience instant
fellowship as soon as you step out of your rooms. It makes
possible a very intimate and family oriented Feast.

6755 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, Texas 78249
Phone: (210) 696-4766
Fax: (210) 696-6698
E-Mail: comfortinnfiesta@aol.com
Web Site: www.comfortinn.com
(Worship Services held next door at the Elks Lodge
with breakout meeting space at the Comfort Inn.)

How to make reservations
1. Call the Comfort Inn–Fiesta at (210) 696-4766
2. Tell them you are attending the Feast of Tabernacles/
Church of God San Antonio, Group Account 1576179.
3. Room rate is $59.00 plus 16.75% tax ($9.89 = $68.89
for Single, Double, and four children (up to 18 years old);
Extra $10 per additional adult.
Rate is regularly up to $120 during peak season, but we
get a generous price reduction to $59.00. Reservations
accepted only with a deposit or a major credit card.

For more information
Contact Julian Cruz, Festival Coordinator and Pastor, Church of
God San Antonio, 219 Whitefield Ave, San Antonio, Texas 78223;
phone 210/333-7229; E-Mail: jcruz132@satx.rr.com.

Church’s Web page: www.churchofgodsa.com
Please E-mail, write or telephone Julian Cruz and let him
know if you are attending this Feast site along with the
number in your family and age of children. This information will help us plan activities and serve you better.

4. September 15, 2014, is cutoff/cancel date for making reservations at the discounted room rate of
$59. All rooms not picked up by this date will
be released and be subject to a higher room
rate. Please, please, please help us
serve you better by making your reservation as early as possible and
well in advance of the cutoff date.

How important is what you
know compared to what you do?
“But be doers of the word, and not hearers
only, deceiving yourselves” (Jas 1:22). “But whoever has this world’s goods, and sees his brother in
need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does
the love of God abide in him?” (I John 3:17).

I

f one doesn’t show the love of God,
does Christ live in him?mmmmmmm
mThe churches of God like to distinguish themselves from one another by
what they believe. Some think they have
the ‘correct’ form of government. Many
seek to unravel prophecy. Some think
their leader is the rightful heir to Herbert
Armstrong. Some have a fundamental
‘doctrine’ that allows for only one God.
Others are convinced there are two. Maybe some see more.
“You believe that there is one God. You do
well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!”
(Jas 2:19).
Having a grasp on reality is good. Is
that how the Creator decides who His
chosen people are? Are they the chosen
because they have the right church gov-

ernment? Will understanding prophecy
guarantee your entrance into the Kingdom? Was Jesus Christ asleep when Joseph W. Tkach was made heir? Is doing
His will insufficient unless you understand certain spirit-being relationships?
“And now, Israel, what does the LORD your
God require of you, but to fear the LORD your
God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him,
to serve the LORD your God with all your
heart and with all your soul, and to keep the
commandments of the LORD and His statutes
which I command you today for your good?”
(Deu 10:12-13). “Not everyone who says to
Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father
in heaven” (Mat 7:21).
If you wish to be a child of the Creator
conduct yourself after the example of our
Creator.
“But I say to you, love your enemies, bless
those who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you
and persecute you, that you may be sons of your
Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on

the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the
just and on the unjust. For if you love those who
love you, what reward have you? Do not even
the tax collectors do the same?” (Mat 5:44-46).
“This is a faithful saying, and these things I
want you to affirm constantly, that those who
have believed in God should be careful to
maintain good works. These things are good
and profitable to men” (Titus 3:8). “And let our
people also learn to maintain good works, to
meet urgent needs, that they may not be
unfruitful” (Titus 3:14).
“For you are still carnal. For where there are
envy, strife, and divisions among you, are you
not carnal and behaving like mere men? For
when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am
of Apollos,’ are you not carnal?” (I Cor 3:3-4).
Is following men significantly different
from focusing on government, or the
“rightful heir,” or guessing at future events,
or understanding the exact relationship
between the Father and His Son?
“If anyone teaches otherwise and does not
consent to wholesome words, even the words of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which

accords with godliness, he is proud, knowing
nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife,
reviling, evil suspicions, useless wranglings of
men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth,
who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.
From such withdraw yourself ” (I Tim 6:3-5).
The focus of the people of God will be
on how we help our neighbor and honor
the Creator, not on how we perceive ourselves in the pecking order of believers.
“Pure and undefiled religion before God and
the Father is this: to visit [help] orphans and
widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself
unspotted from the world” (Jas 1:27).
“Blessed are the peacemakers, For they shall
be called sons of God” (Mat 5:9).
Technical knowledge can be useful and
in some cases encouraging. Your Creator
wants to see you live your life like Jesus
lived His, selflessly. Don’t wait for the ‘carnal,’ who created all the divisions, to look
into this for you. Develop your own relationship with your Creator. Start by
understanding what is important, the Law
of God. Focus on doing His will.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org or .com ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031
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Chiang Mai, Thailand 2014
Feast of Tabernacles
Every year Legacy Foundation in Thailand
sponsors a Festival of Tabernacles site
in Chiang Mai. Attendees include
international visitors as well as local Church
of God members and families. Activities
and amenities include . . .
• Daily worship
services
Festival Directors Leon and Gloria Sexton
• Bible seminars
• Cultural events and
performances
• Visit to Legacy
Foundation School
• Queen Sirikit agricultural
Demonstration Farm tour
• Elephant Farm tour
• Teakwood Carving and tour of
Handicraft Center
• Accommodations provided by the
Empress Hotel and Convention Center
• Extra–Festival activities abound:
Local shopping at the Night Bazaar or
Sunday Market
• Tourist attractions:
Tiger Kingdom, Flight of
the Gibbon, Night
Safari, etc.
• Western food:
Starbucks, McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, The Duke’s
and much more

Your Choice of

Four
Sites!
Big Sandy
For the 20th consecutive year
Church services and activities at our church building.
The building is on Highway 80, a half mile west of town
(1106 West Broadway)
Daily refreshments
Senior citizens’ luncheon
Coordinator is Melodee Eishen at (903) 571-2322

Destin
For the 17th consecutive year
Pelican Beach Resort
Make reservations through the Church of God Big Sandy by
calling Shelly at 1-800-946-5545. By booking through the
church there is no sales tax.
Main Pelican building on beach: 1 bedroom,. $108 per
night; 2 bedrooms, $128
Terrace building, 50 yards from beach: 2 bedrooms, $95; 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, $135; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $156
Coordinators are Neil and Martha McIver, (903) 714-8800

For more information please contact

Anita Showers • 330-852-2709 • mail@legacyinstitute.org • www.legacyinstitute.org

Myrtle Beach

Anacoco fills La. and Deep East Texas void
Continued from page 6

the Western Louisiana/Deep East
Texas region who are looking for a
place to meet with other saints on the
Sabbath and other holy days.
Persons residing in this region
would have to travel hundreds of
miles each Sabbath to meet with

Church of God brethren in the nearest moderate to large cities. For
example, a person living in San Augustine, Texas, would have to drive
90 miles one way to attend Sabbath
services in Shreveport, La.; 106
miles one way to attend services in
Big Sandy; 160 miles one way to

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Feast Site Announcement
The Great Lakes Church of God will be keeping the
Feast of Tabernacles at Sevierville,
Tennessee. Those who wish to
visit or attend are encouraged
to call or e-mail for details.
906-440-3414 • RRicker@glcg.net • TheBeautifulThoughtsOfGod.com

Houston; or 323 miles one way to
New Orleans.
The Church of God Anacoco is
not without its problems. Church
scheduling coordinator Mr. Stillwell
and frequent guest speaker Charles
Groce both note that several members have quit attending services in
recent years.
However, there are no visible signs
of bitterness among the remaining
attendees, and Anacoco members insist
that anyone is welcome to join them.
Perhaps the remote location of the
Anacoco church has insulated its
members from the jaundice and
chauvinism that some in the moreinstitutionalized Churches of God
have contracted from recent splits
and schisms.
Things will work out
“There have been a lot of conflicts
in the churches over the years, but
God will work that out,” said congregant Mary Patton.
“We are a loving, sharing group,
and we show love to all. We encourage anyone to come.”
Comfortably situated in the piney
woods of west-central Louisiana, the
Anacoco area offers recreational opportunities for hunters, sportsmen,
fishermen, boaters, campers, hikers
and other lovers of the outdoors.
The church meets just inside Anacoco’s eastern boundary at 4472 Port
Arthur Rd.
Sabbath services are each week at
11 a.m. For more information phone
Mr. Stillwell at (409) 565-1357.

For the 12th consecutive year
Avista Resort
Make reservations by calling 1-800-968-8986. Mention
group code 1842051
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $66–$85; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths,
$107–$110; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $132–$140
Coordinators are Lyle and Kathy Kerby, (304) 354-7147.

Flagstaff
For the third year (previously in 2008 and 2012)
Double Tree Inn (a Hilton property)
Make reservations by calling (928) 773-8888 and identifying yourself with “Church of God”
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
Room rates are $119 and suites are $149
Coordinators are Dennis and Vickie Mouland, phone (928)
460-0230

We invite you to join us in 2014 at a
Feast site sponsored by the

Church of God Big Sandy
P.O. Box 690 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • churchofgodbigsandy.com

Each of the four is a small, friendly Feast
of Tabernacles observance with inspiring
messages and excellent fellowship
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How Can I Justify Myself?
Let Me Count the Ways
o, I’m not going to talk about how vide a valuable service God will see that we are
While I listened (sitting behind my desk,
God sent Christ to provide salva- rewarded eventually.
higher in stature because of his chosen seat) I
tion, because there are plenty of
While I have not always been able to provide almost fell for it. If he had presented it this way
articles about that already. What I the money to my employers as those around me at first, I would probably have fallen for it.
want to discuss is how we humans do, I have seen on nearly a daily basis God’s inThe words were just right. The logic was
can justify nearly any action we want to.
tervention in projects so I and the company are obfuscated enough so I could not immediately
I heard once someone say their lawyer told protected from ‘problems.’
reason it through clearly. His presentation was
them there is no reason anyone in America
just right, down to the subtle height difference
This incident I’m
should be in jail. All they have to do is find a referring to is one of
in seats. He appeared in a subjugated manner,
good enough lawyer.
both verbally and physically.
those kinds of conHe came to me using kinds of
It’s true. Lawyers are wordsmiths. I use build- flicts. My company
reasoning similar to the reasoning materials to create structures. They use was directed to bid
ing Satan used on Christ.
words to get their clients what their clients want. a job as ‘prevailing
And, if God had not seen fit
We both use something to accomplish our wage,’ meaning the
to make him trip up on Saturday, I
goals. Mine is tangible. Theirs is not. I can build amount we had to inwould not have been as astute as
a beautiful building, or I can build a missile silo. clude for wages inChrist was. I would probably not
They can create contracts that are just, or they cluded money to be
have used my mind to fall back to
paid to the workers
can get cold-blooded murderers acquitted.
Just as I can justify in my mind the reasons I matching what they would have received if God’s word as Christ did.
As my wife says I was given a visual demonhave to work on a site that can launch a missile they were union workers.
Government projects sometimes have to stration of the subtlety of Satan’s devices. I was
that can kill millions of people at one fell
swoop, they can justify to themselves why Mel have these prevailing wages included in the bid slammed in the face with the reality of the sitIgnatow should have been acquitted. (He sexu- if the contract is over X dollars. In this case, uation first, and then presented the spin-doctor
ally abused his girlfriend and murdered her— the estimate was right at the break-over point. version after I was given the opportunity to see
and had a very good lawyer. He was acquitted. Therefore, to make sure to have an accurate it for what it really was.
I sincerely pray that this will stick with me
Later the photos his ex-girlfriend took while he bid, the architect and owner said to include
for the rest of my life, because it’s a very real
tortured her showed up under the floor of his those amounts.
Now, when the bid was completed, it was example of exactly how we are fooled into jusgirlfriend’s house.)
How is it we can fool ourselves into believing 1.5% below the estimate used by the architect tifying our actions. I know it does not convey
we are not to blame when there is obvious evi- to decide if we had to pay prevailing wages. So the same level of immediacy to you as it holds
dence most reasonable people would see to neither we nor our subcontractors had to pay for me, but I hope you may be able to at least
see a bit of the problem.
make them question our decisions? Human those extra wages.
My immediate boss texted me on a Saturday,
nature is part of the answer.
To finish the story, I do not control wages or
But, above that, Satan and the demons stand telling me I needed to tell the subs they had to else I would have paid the men the wages also,
ready to help us ease our conscience. God give us money back for the difference in wages, since we had the money in the bid to do so. There
warns us of Satan’s wiles. My warning is that we even though we were not required to give back has been a price to pay for this, but I value the
those wages to the state. (It was a state project.) opportunity to have learned what to look for just
take the threat of Satan
The immediate reaction in my mind was a little more now. The lesson was worth the price.
too lightly. We listen to snappy tunes like “The Devil “I’m not doing that. It’s not how I want to be
Lastly, lest you say I was undermining my
Went Down to Georgia” or watch movies like treated, and I won’t do it to others.” However, boss and had an obligation to follow orders, let
The Devil’s Advocate, Lord of the Rings or other I kept that opinion to myself and did not me end by reminding you of two things. (1)
respond. As I thought more about it over the Even our military sees the reality that under‘mystical’ shows.
We know Satan is the third most powerful rest of the weekend, and while I went back and lings have to exhibit judgment, and their highbeing ever. We know no human could ever out- forth some, the same Second Great Command er command is to disobey illegal orders. And (2)
maneuver Satan short of having a full measure kept coming up in my mind.
as Peter and the other apostles told the Chief
of God’s Spirit, as Christ did.
Priests, “We ought to obey
Yet we let this ‘training’ from
God rather than men.”
Satan seep into our minds.
Please remember that most
Most of the time the questionable
We are what we take in, and
of the time we are not given
taking in this kind of ‘enterthis clear a choice to judge by.
situations we face are shrouded in
tainment’ will help him to kill
Most of the time the quesnearly indecipherable convolutions
any inherent ability we have
tionable situations we face are
to see the truth.
shrouded in nearly indecithat Satan designed to trip us up.
I was made aware of this
pherable convolutions designed
during a relatively recent
by Satan to trip us up. The only
event at my place of work. I
protection we have is God’s
was responsible for managing projects. That
Monday came and in the afternoon John (my still small voice in the back of our minds gently
entailed negotiating contracts, making sure the immediate boss) came up and pulled up a paper reminding us of His standards. He will not force
work was done in a timely manner as the owner box (shorter than a chair) in front of my desk us. He will not yell at us. We must choose His
intended, and in a manner to allow the compa- and proceeded to tell me he probably didn’t way. Forcing or yelling doesn’t let us choose.
ny to make a profit. (Companies have to make present it well Saturday. He went on to say that Remember Deuteronomy 30:19:
a profit or they can’t employ people.)
it’s just asking back for something they really
“I call heaven and earth to record this day
Many times those things are in conflict. My weren’t entitled to and that it really didn’t hurt against you, I have set before you life and
overarching operating principle has been a anything because they already had the hours fig- death, blessing and cursing: therefore choose
principle taught by HWA, that being if we pro- ured into the their bid to do the job completely. life, that both thou and your seed may live.”

N
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Continued from page 9
University he joined the United States
Marine Corps, where he proudly served a
tour in Vietnam, receiving several commendations, including the
Bronze Star with “V” for
valor for meritorious action in combat. ¶ He then
attended and graduated
from Ambassador College in Big Sandy, Texas,
where he met his wife,
O.K. Batte
Elinda Martz. ¶ They
moved to Jackson, where O.K. attained a law
degree from Mississippi College School of
Law. ¶ Although O.K. enjoyed a successful
career as a petroleum land man, his heart

always belonged to his family and to the
outdoors. As a young man and as an adult
he took great pride in the Boy Scouts. He
was an eagle scout as well as a respected
scoutmaster. ¶ O.K. is survived by his wife,
Elinda, his children Jackie and John Blackwell, Oliver “Bucky” and Lan Batte, Lindy
and Thomas Weiss, and seven grandchildren:
Taylor and Carter Blackwell, Braydon, Caleb
and Olivia Batte, Jack and London Weiss. He
is also survived by his siblings Marty and
Walter Dowdle, Shellie and Keith Matthews,
and Richard and Beth Batte, as well as
numerous nieces and nephews and greatnieces and -nephews. ¶ A memorial service
for O.K. was held at New Beginnings church
in Big Sandy on July 30, 2014, with Sonny
Parsons officiating. The family requested

that in lieu of flowers, a donation be made
to the Red Cross.

trical engineer and was a Church of God
minister for 50 years before his retirement. ¶
Mr. Mischnick is survived by his sons and
daughters-in-law, Donald and Michele
Mischnick of Big Sandy and Dan and Holly
Mischnick of Mineola, Texas, daughters and
sons-in-law Connie and Gerald Seelig of
Batavia, Ohio, Jean and Joe Rollins of Yukon,
Okla., and Sandra and Randy Heidrich of
Wiley, Texas, 16 grandchildren and 15 greatgrandchildren. ¶ He was preceded in death
by his parents, his first wife, Florence, and
his second wife, Ruth, his daughter, Diana,
and 14 brothers and sisters. ¶ Online condolences may be left at croleyfh.net.

Blackwell, Okla. ¶ He earned a bachelor’s
degree in physics from the University of
Houston and worked in the aerospace industry as a computer analyst
for many years. NASA
awarded him the Apolloneer award in February
1969 for his analysis toward the astronaut biomedical data. ¶ His hobbies included playing
bridge, pastel painting
Bud Bacher
and reading the Bible. ¶
Bud is survived by his sister, Emma Bacher of Garland and brother,
Clarence Bacher of Plainview, Texas, and numerous nephews and nieces. He was preceded in death by his parents.

Memorial services for Alfred John Mischnick,
93, of Big Sandy, Texas, were held at the
Church of God Big Sandy
on July 27, 2014, with
pastor Dave Havir officiating. Mr. Mischnick passed
away on July 15 in Big
Sandy. The family conducted a private interment service on July 24.
¶ Mr. Mischnick was born
Al Mischnick
Jan. 30, 1921, in Sterling,
Neb., to August and Louise Mischnick. He
was a World Ward II veteran, having served
in the U.S. Army Air Corps. He graduated
from the University of Nebraska, as an elec-
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ommon Faith Network is excited to announce that the 2014 Feast of Tabernacles
will be held at the Emerald Coast Convention Center in Ft. Walton Beach, Florida.
Once again this Feast site will be a collaborative effort with Church of God International,
LifeResource Ministries, Common Ground Ministries and Church of God Cincinnati.
Many Feastgoers are familiar with this facility as well as the wonderful opportunities
available on the Florida Gulf Coast, including beach front accommodations.
Come join us at the ECCC located just across the bridge from famous Destin, Florida.
The first Holy Day is Thursday, October 9, so make plans now to see your friends at the
2014 Feast of Tabernacles.

Common Faith Network
Feast of Tabernacles 2014
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida

Services for Jesse Allen, 48, of Big Sandy,
Texas, were July 23, 2014, at Marvin United
Methodist Church in Tyler, Texas, with Doug
Baker and pastor Sonny Parsons officiating.
¶ Burial will be in Chilton Cemetery in Big
Sandy on July 23, under
direction of Stewart Family Funeral Home. ¶ Jesse
passed away July 19, in
Tyler at Hospice of East
Texas. ¶ He was born
March 14, 1966, in Canton, Texas, to Melven and
Ivirne Lawrence Allen. ¶
He was a member of Jesse Allen
Marvin United Methodist
Church, where he worked as the director of
security and facilities. He loved spending
time with family and friends and enjoyed
travel, golf, landscape design, playing softball, riding his ATV and shopping. ¶ Jesse
served the Big Sandy community on the city
council for multiple terms and was a charter
member and chairman of the local economic-development corporation. He had served
as a member of the volunteer fire department since 1987. ¶ Jesse received many
awards of recognition including Man of the
Year and Fireman of the Year in Big Sandy. ¶
Jesse was preceded in death by his grandparents and nephews Dusty Allen and Shane
Pawlowski. ¶ He is survived by his loving
family including his wife of 29 years, Sally
Pawlowski Allen; son Brett Harrison Allen;
parents; and siblings Monte Allen and wife
Sherry, Amy Thibodeaux and husband Rardi,
and Becky Desborough and husband Greg;
19 nieces and nephews; 13 great-nieces and
great-nephews; and many friends. ¶
Memorials may be made to the Eternal
Flame Memorial in Honor of Jesse Allen at
Marvin United Methodist Church, 300 West
Erwin, Tyler, TX 75702.
Services for Rick Jayson Oswalt, 62, of Longview, Texas, were Aug. 3, 2014, at Croley
Funeral Home in Gladewater, Texas, with
Dave Havir officiating. Mr. Oswalt passed
away July 30 in Longview, Texas. ¶ Rick was
born Feb. 6, 1952, in
Goshen, Ind., to Vern and
Betty Oswalt. He was a
member of the Church of
God. He married Marsha
Ann on April 10, 1976, in
Niles, Mich. ¶ Rick is survived by his wife, Marsha;
mother, Betty Bontrager;
sons, Chad Oswalt, Ross Rick Oswalt
Oswalt and Matthew Oswalt and wife Victoria; daughter, Amanda
Oswalt; brothers, Thomas Oswalt and wife,
June, Rob Oswalt and Todd Oswalt; sisters,
Laurie Duke and husband, Randy, Vickie
Chevalier and Carrie Lattimer; and three
grandchildren, Taylor, Jordan and Carter
Oswalt. ¶ Preceding Mr. Oswalt in death
were his father, Vern Oswalt; his son, Jacob
Oswalt; his stepdad, Neal Bontrager; and his
brother, Timothy Oswalt. ¶ Honorary pallbearers were Chad Oswalt, Ross Oswalt,
Matthew Oswalt, Carter Oswalt, Jordan Oswalt, Noble Fisk, Doyle Welborn and Ron
Avey. ¶ In Rick’s memory, donations may be
made to the American Cancer Society.
Wallace Alva “Bud” Bacher Jr., 73, resident
of Garland, Texas, formerly of Ponca City,
Okla., passed away July 12, 2014. ¶ A graveside memorial service was held Aug. 4 at
IOOF Cemetery in Tonkawa, Okla., with
Clarence Bacher officiating. ¶ Bud was born
on May 3, 1941, to Wallace Alva Bacher Sr.
and Norma A. (Hubbs) Bacher Griffin in

Carl Sable, who changed his name to Skip
Sage later in life, passed away Aug. 2, 2014,
in Colorado Springs, Colo. He was born Carl
Sagebiel on Sept. 18, 1935. ¶ Carl was a businessman and a member of
the board of regents of
Ambassador University,
Big Sandy, Texas, from
1993 until 1995. ¶ He
lived life to the fullest and
will be greatly missed by
his family and friends. The
family is in the process of
establishing plans for get- Carl Sable
togethers in keeping with
his wishes. ¶ Skip is survived by his wife, Joy,
a son, Sterling, and a daughter, Sara.
Cindy DuBry Aspenns Curley died July 23,
2014, and was buried with a graveside service at Mountain View Cemetery in Altadena, Calif., on Aug. 1, 2014, officiated by
Dr. David Antion, pastor of the Church of
God Southern California.
¶ Cindy was born on July
6, 1950, in Monterey Park,
Calif. When she was 5
years old the family moved
to Texas, where she attended Imperial School. ¶
After graduating from
high school she moved to
Southern California to at- Cindy Curley
tend Ambassador College,
where she met Val Aspenns. They married in
1970, settled in Altadena and raised their
two children. ¶ While the children were
young, Cindy worked at home, running a
children’s day-care business. When Kathleen
and Glenn reached middle school, Cindy
went back to college to learn graphic arts
and began working in her chosen field in
1986. Embracing new technology to create
beautiful and effective designs, she
embarked on a lifelong process of learning
and growing. ¶ Cindy worked for many
years for Diana Manchester Design and will
be remembered for how she came in every
morning ready to tackle the day with her
cheerful can-do attitude. She was trusted
and respected by colleagues, clients and
suppliers and was always enthusiastic about
sharing her knowledge and time. Diana says,
simply, “She was my rock.” ¶ After Val’s
death in 1988, Cindy was introduced to
Harry Curley by mutual friends. They married
in 1989, building a loving partnership of 25
years. Harry is eternally grateful for her love
and for how her presence in his life made
him a better man! ¶ Cindy was always eager
to be of service in all areas of her life. Cindy
and Harry were members of the Christian
Biblical Church of God and assumed great
responsibility in their local congregation.
Under their capable management were the
setup of the services, running the tape
library and the potlucks and meals after
services. For many years, they hosted a Bible
study on Friday evenings and were well
known for generously sharing their home
with visitors. ¶ Cindy provided her graphicdesign skills as well in the creation of book
covers and calendars for the church. ¶ Cindy
is survived by her husband, Harry Curley, her
mother, Marilyn DuBry, and father, Leo
DuBry, her brother John DuBry and his wife
Linda DuBry, her daughter Kathleen Aspenns
and her husband Ron Washam, her son
Glenn Aspenns and his wife Marsha Aspenns
and her granddaughter Zoe Aspenns.
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Response to Brian Convery’s
Mystical View of the Nature of God
Do We Really Have Two Gods? Or Just One God?

B

By Ken Westby
rian Convery’s eight-page ad that included an attack
against the doctrine of One God in the June 30, 2014,
issue of The Journal began by calling it “a Perverted
Gospel About Christ.”

I must compliment Mr. Convery for his zest to engage in
the debate and put up his own money to do so.

However, I found his lengthy arguments confusing or weak,
wanting of basic scholarship, and his assertions simply add
up to an uncritical acceptance of Protestant/Catholic Trinitarian orthodoxy—with a Binitarian twist of HWA theology.
Mr. Convery, who placed a similar ad in
The Journal in 2011, is apparently on a
witch-hunt to rid the church of heresy
and heretics, hence his enthusiastic
name-calling.
Mr. Convery wrote that “the one-god
being doctrine is filthy to the core and
an incredible deception of the devil.
Our opposition to it should be shouted
from the rooftops.”
Ken Westby

Mr. Convery astoundingly wrote that
“sexual immorality” is “one of the filthy
outcomes of the one-god doctrine . . .”

Mr. Convery wrote that “there should be no fellowship
with one who promotes a one-god being doctrine, for it is full
of incest and commandment breaking in its very nature . . .”

The same is true of elohim, the more-generic Hebrew term
for a god that is often used for Yehovah but almost always
accompanied by verbal agreement indicating clearly that
one (not two or three) person or being is in view.
In the OT there are about 10,000 singular pronouns used of
God. This host of evidence can’t be dismissed by quirky
analogies that “one” doesn’t really mean “one” but could
mean one group of two or more, etc.
“Hear, O Israel: Yehovah our God [elohenu, from elohim],
Yehovah is one” (Deuteronomy 6:4).
That’s the introduction to the First and Greatest Commandment. I suggest it be taken at face value. Moses and
Jesus certainly did.
How we think about God is the most important thing about
us. If what we conceive God to be He is not, how then shall
we think of Him?
How did Jesus and Moses and David think about God?
David said his soul thirsted for knowledge of God, and he
“followed hard after thee.” God wants us to know what He
is truly like, His character, His love, His mercy and His spectacular plan. He invites us to love/seek Him with all our
body, soul, spirit. This is the First Commandment, and it
holds the highest claim on our being.
We can’t assume that traditional Christianity has the correct
understanding of God. We must challenge it by the evidence
of Scripture and by the life and words of Jesus, who knew
the Father better than any other human.
It is of immense importance that our idea of God correspond as nearly as possible to the true being of God.

And so on.

Let me state for the record that I do not believe Mr. Convery
to be Satan’s servant, nor do I believe that those who hold the Our old ideas about God may lie buried under the religious
doctrine of two or three Gods in a mystical Godhead are at rubbish of conventional orthodoxy and require of us an
war against God or Christ or the church. I just believe God intelligent and vigorous search to unearth the truth. Only
(YHVH, Yehovah or Yahweh)—the God and Father Jesus after an ordeal of painful self-probing are we likely to discover what we actually
prayed to and who resurrected
believe about God.
Jesus from the grave—is the
Let
me
state
for
the
record
that
I
do
not
believe
Mr.
Convery
to
be
one true God and that there is
The key to right reliSatan’s servant, nor do I believe that those who hold the doctrine
no God besides Him (Isaiah
gion and practical Chris45:5; 44:6; 43:11; John 17:3).
of two or three Gods in a mystical Godhead are at war against God
tian living is a right conI believe that Jesus was born of
a woman and is the firstborn
Son of God. I think Scripture
is rather plain on these facts.

or Christ or the church. I just believe God (YHVH, Yehovah or
Yahweh)—the God and Father Jesus prayed to and who resurrected
Jesus from the grave—is the one true God and that there is no God
besides Him (Isaiah 45:5; 44:6; 43:11; John 17:3).

Those who acknowledge two
or three YHVHs (Gods) must
deal with the fact that Yehovah’s unique name is used 6,828
times in the Old Testament, always with singular pronouns
and accompanying singular grammatical forms for associated Hebrew nouns and verbs. There is no plurality to
Yehovah!
We are called by Jesus to sanctify his name (Matthew 6:9) as
the Holy One, the Sovereign (can there be two sovereigns?).

ception of God. Jesus’
prayer was: “Righteous
Father, though the
world does not know
you, I know you, and
they [the disciples]
know that you have
sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue
to make you known . . .” (John 17:25-26).
It is a libel on God’s character to assume that God is other
than He is and to substitute mystical man-made images of
multiple gods-in-one is to disrespect the Holy One. A prime
ministry of Jesus today remains to make his Father known to
his disciples—you and me.
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Do the Jews Really Postpone
God’s Annual Sabbaths?
Church of God, In Truth

T

here is nothing of more paramount importance in the life
of a true Christian than to
establish his belief—his spiritual foundation—on the written
words of the Eternal. And thanks
be to God for using the experience
of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong in
the advertising world; all those
long lost Holy Day truths were
brought back to life with the plainness of language that even an ordinary mind like ours was able to
understand.
One of those foundational understandings we came to know is
God’s Sabbath command. We
know that this day is holy to Him.
We know that we are commanded
to observe it on the seventh day
and not on any other day of our
own choosing. Genesis 2:3 tells us
God blessed and sanctified the seventh day—no other! Therefore,
man has no authority whatsoever
to observe it on the first day of the
week like those in the deceived
“Christian” world are doing today.
The same holds true with the
annual feasts of God. We know
that we cannot observe the annual
Sabbaths on just any day, nor can
we postpone them to suit our own
convenience! Obedience to God
and His Commandments is life,
and to disobey or do otherwise is
sin. It’s as simple as that.
Amidst all the appalling conditions that have befallen the people
of God in the seventh and final era,
the Laodicean, there is one central
doctrine that all the splinter groups
from the most dominant to the
smallest are in agreement with:
that the Hebrew/Jewish Calendar is
the “Sacred Calendar” of God. One
of the few exceptions is the
“Church of God, In Truth.”
A couple of scriptural references
used by the Hebrew Calendar
advocates are Romans 3:2 and Acts
7:38-39. The claim is that the Jews
were used of God to faithfully preserve the Old Testament Scriptures
including the calendar.
They also claim that, though the
Hebrew Calendar was given apart
from the Holy Scriptures, it is still
a vital component of the “oracles”
entrusted to them.
That claim is partly correct. Read
it again carefully: It is a fact—the
Old Testament Scriptures are the
oracles of God . . . including the cal-

endar. The question is, which calendar? This is the crucial point at issue.
The answer is, God’s true calendar is not some “oral tradition”
passed down from generation to
generation (like gossip); the true
Sacred Calendar has been preserved by the Jews in the Old Testament Scriptures! Moses recorded God’s true Sacred Calendar in
the books of the law, but, as Christ
said, they did not believe Moses:
“For had you believed Moses, you
would have believed Me: for He
wrote of Me. But if you believe not
His writings, how shall you believe
My words? (John 5:46-47).”
In the “Good News” magazine
dated May 1964, Mr. Herbert Armstrong released the following statement that settles this issue once and
for all. He said: “It was God who
actually preserved the exact same
words, in the true Hebrew and Greek
copies, that He has inspired in the
original writings. He (God) merely
used the Jews as His instrument in
accurately copying and recopying
(as copies became used, worn, and
old with age) the Hebrew text of the
Old Testament. All these were true
and accurate. God actually committed the oracles . . . that is, the actual
written words of the scriptures . . . to

great many of His truths to His
church. However, many also say
any attempt to change, alter, or add
to the teachings Mr. Armstrong left
behind is wrong—which also includes the calculation of God’s annual Holy Days. They maintain
that the Hebrew Calendar is a valid
calendar for Christians to use in
setting the dates for the
observance of
God’s Holy
Days. But is
that really
true?
If it is true
that the Hebrew Calendar
is God’s “Sacred
Calendar” and
need not be altered or changed,
then let them explain why they don’t follow it all
the way. Why don’t they observe
Passover on the 15th like the Jews
do even to this day? Why, if the
Hebrew Calendar is God’s calendar and a “sacred” one at that,
don’t they observe Pentecost on
Sivan 6 or on a Monday?
Can we “pick and choose”? Can
we disregard the observance of Passover on the 14th—keep it on the

Can we ‘pick and choose’? Can we disregard
the observance of Passover on the 14th—keep
it on the 15th and Pentecost on Sivan 6—yet
insist it is God’s sacred calendar?
the Jews (Romans 3:2).”
There you are! God’s twentieth
century apostle, Herbert W. Armstrong, accurately and dogmatically stated that the “oracles” of God
are the ACTUAL WRITTEN WORDS OF
THE SCRIPTURES which God Himself inspired! Read it again and
consider God’s end-time messenger’s pronouncement. It agrees
100% with the Bible and absolutely excludes ALL WRITINGS OF MEN
TO THE CONTRARY! Clearly, anything outside of the written words
of God are not part of the “oracles”
committed to the Jews. Anything!
And “anything” includes the “sacred” calendar of the Jews!
Most of God’s people today will
agree that Mr. Armstrong was effectively used by God to restore a

15th and Pentecost on Sivan 6—as
mandated in their Hebrew
Calendar, yet insist that it is the
sacred calendar of God? If we
don’t believe they have that right,
why do we trust them with the rest?
For all we know, this is nothing
more than a simple exercise of
plain absurdity and madness of an
irrational mind at play. They may
not realize it, but it is not the Spring
Holy Days alone that they have
innocently manipulated, but all the
other feasts of God down to the
Last Great Day! [Please call or
write for our free booklets on
God’s Holy Days and the Postponements (www.postponements.
com or e-mail cogit@flash.net) Ed.]
Imagine. For more than forty
years the Worldwide Church of

God was made to observe the
Monday Pentecost of the Jews as
prescribed in the Hebrew Calendar.
After that 40-year period of time,
when Mr. Armstrong realized the
magnitude of the error the church
had made, and notwithstanding the
strong resistance from within, he
did not give a second
thought but instituted an
immediate correction by
changing it to Sunday in
accordance with the
clear instruction from
the Book of Life—the
Holy Bible!
Yes, he then made
the correction, proving what he had
often said, “If shown
to be wrong I will
change.” He also added, “That
willingness to change, when shown
to be wrong is an important difference between God’s true church and
the denominations of this world.”
Again, here is his statement at a
Ministers’ Refresher Program given on February 27, 1985, less than
a year before he died. Notice that in
those short remaining months of
his life he still expected God’s people to make changes as they grow
in grace and knowledge:
“If there is any place we are
wrong, or that I am wrong, that’s
the first thing I want to change.
That’s the most important thing in
my life, to get that change and
make it right. Now the hardest
thing in the world for the average
person to do is admit he’s been
wrong. That’s not the most difficult
thing for me to do.
“You know, if I admit that I am
wrong and I change it, someone
says, ‘Well, you can’t depend on
Armstrong. He’s always changing
all the time.’ I’ll change as often as
I am wrong and I expect to continue doing that.”
A legacy of spiritual Israelites
today seem to have completely forgotten.
And, mind you, why did Christ
through the epistle of His most beloved apostle, John, significantly
put it on record that the Jews’ observance of these feasts has been
attributed in their own name instead of God’s? Notice:
“. . . And the Jews’ Passover
was at hand” (John 2:13).
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“After this, there was a feast
of the Jews” (John 5:1).
“And the Passover, a feast of
the Jews, was nigh” (John 6:4).
“Now the Jews’ feast of
Tabernacles was at hand” (John 7:2).
Strange? But not strange enough,
if you know what I mean. After all,
God calls things the way they are.
If they are His feast He call them
“My feasts . . .”! (Lev. 23:2).
God saw to it that the Jews preserved what was entrusted to them,
but, carnal-minded and unconverted as they are, they preserved it all
right. But they did not obey and
believe it!
The Pharisees and the Sadducees, two prominent groups contesting for power in religious matters of the day, believed in the one
true God, but did not believe that
God is a family.
Shame on the Jews. They are not
even of one accord with regards to
the resurrection. Imagine the “oracles of God” committed to them, yet
the Sadducees did not even believe
in the very essence of our only
hope—the resurrection of the dead!
Neither group believed that Jesus
was the Messiah—in spite of all the
miraculous evidence provided.
Throughout His ministry, Christ
called them “vipers, liars and hypocrites, blind guides” (Matt. 23:1333). And to their faces Christ bluntly told them, “You are of your
father the devil, and the lust of your
father you will do” (John 8:44).
The New Testament account is
filled with lots of harsh name-calling and straightforward condemnations that Christ directed toward
the Jews—virtually every time He
confronted them!
Later, fearful that they would
lose their most coveted position in
the temple, they willfully conspired and eventually succeeded in
murdering Him with the most horrible and painful of death ever devised by man.
It is true that when the curtain of
human civilization was raised after
the garden of Eden, the Israelites
and their descendants, the Jews in
particular, have always been at the
forefront of the human drama. But
their rejection of the Christ is its
own clear indication that they understood very little of that which
they were entrusted with—the oracles of God.
For some time, it has been carelessly assumed that man can’t produce a calendar from the Bible.
That is a satanic lie that has been
accepted as truth by the many.
Knowing the heart of man to be

deceitful above all things, would
an all- and ever-knowing God entrust to man, apart from His Holy
Words, a matter so delicate as His
true calendar? Even to entertain
such an idea would certainly be an
insult to the sound exercise of
one’s mental faculties.
The Hebrew Calendar is just but
one of the many pagan calendars
that came into existence as a result
of man’s innovative ingenuity. It is
a counterfeit skillfully woven by
the rebellious nature of people
whom God has patiently wielded
in His loving arms. Their calendar
is a clever look-alike—riddled
with errors and deceit, clothed with
some semblance of truth that even
the very elect, if not careful, can be
deceived by!
The many splintered groups of

ning” of the new year that the
Spring Holy Days are determined
from)! I think we can safely assume that none of God’s true, ordained Holy Days have been in any
way postponed!
To postpone means “to defer, to
delay, to put off, or to momentarily
set aside the celebration of an event
from a fixed date of reference to a
latter date.”
Since the new moon of the Jews
is officially reckoned at the molad
or middle conjunction, it is therefore their own feast that has been
postponed to the appearance of the
faint crescent moon. There would
not be postponements of God’s
Holy Days if the Jews recognized
the true new moon conjunction as
the correct reference point for the
observance of God’s feast days.
Unfortunately, they do not. According to the Encyclopedia Judaica, the Jews know there is a difference between the true new moon

We may choose to obey or not to obey,
but God doesn’t give us (or the Jews
or anyone else) the right to change or
postpone His annual Sabbaths!
God’s churches have been operating under what is commonly
called the “Jewish Calendar.” And
that’s what it is! It is their calendar
just as the Julian Calendar was that
of Julius Caesar and the Gregorian
Calendar was that of a Pope named
Gregory! In all respects, it is entirely different from God’s calendar of the Bible.
On page 15 of his book “The
Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar,” Arthur Spier openly admitted
that in “. . . 60% of all years Rosh
Hashanah (Trumpets) does not
occur on the day of the molad, but
is postponed according to one of
the dehioth (rules).” In other words,
even though the new moon has
already been erroneously reckoned
at the molad, the Holy Day for the
Feast of Trumpets (among the
Jews) is still postponed 60% of the
time ever since they could remember! If the true new moon conjunction is considered, the Jews are
100% in error!
There are postponements, all
right, but it was the already erroneous Jewish molad that was
“postponed” through the use of
many of their four applicable “postponements rules.”
It is the postponed molad of the
7th month that serves as the Hebrew Calendar’s starting point in
determining all the so-called holidays of the Jews (they count backwards 177 days from this postponed date to arrive at the “begin-

conjunction and the molad or middle conjunction. It is true that the
molad is still within the darkened
phase of the new moon, but it is important for us to recognize according to the many Observatories
literature that “there is a difference
between man’s astronomical mean,
or middle conjunction, and God’s
true conjunction. There is always a
true conjunction before a mean or
middle conjunction . . . a time variation of 14 or more hours between
the Hebrew molad and the actual
beginning of the new dark moon
phase. That is plenty of time to put
you into the next day from the true
conjunction of the dark moon.”
The Roper Mountain Science Center and Observatory affirms that
observation when it says “the very
beginning of the new dark moon
phase can be pushed back as much
as nearly a full day from the middle
conjunction.”
In the Philippines, there are
about 10 annual holidays officially
declared by law. The celebrations
are held on fixed dates of the year.
Most often in the Philippines, the
occasions are associated with the
most significant events in our history. One of these is the Declaration of our Independence every
twelfth day of June. It is commemorated every year to remind us who
live in the Philippines that formerly, for almost 400 years, we were
under the sovereign rule of the colonial power of Spain. Once in a
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while, these are postponed to accommodate the whims and pleasures of the powers that be. But
June 12, regardless of what they
do, will forever remain the day of
our deliverance.
I am also inclined to believe that
the Sabbath has not been changed
or postponed to Sunday, as done by
deceived so-called “Christianity”
at large. In the first place, they believe that the Sabbath of the Bible
is no longer binding to man. It is
their belief that it was a commandment for Israel in the Old Testament and that when Christ came
there was a change of the law. They
believe that Easter Sunday commemorates the resurrection of
Christ from the dead and thus
Sunday is the day we should worship on. The 7th day Sabbath of the
Bible is far from their mind.
In God’s earthly domain, His
Sabbaths, weekly and annual, are to
be kept at the times specifically designated in the Old Testament. They
are prescribed by God’s law. And
regarding this time, we are dealing
with the Supreme Lawgiver of the
universe. They were designed and
given to us for a very important reason: Compliance to God’s law will
allow us to understand the grand
purpose of our being.
We may choose to obey or not to
obey, but God doesn’t give us (or
the Jews or anyone else) the right
to change or postpone His annual
Sabbaths! No other option is acceptable but death—or maybe the
great tribulation, to those who are
sitting on both sides of the fence.
Postponement in whatever form
and manner cannot be entertained.
Even with man-made laws, ignorance of the law excuses no one.
How much more so in God’s sight?
Get it right, do it right, or die! It is
vitally important that we get the
right understanding of exactly what
and when the new moon is, as contemplated in the mind of God.
Genesis 1:1-5 clearly tells us, “In
the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. And the earth was
without form, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.
And the Spirit of God moved upon
the face of the waters. And God
said, Let there be light and there was
light. And God saw the light, that it
was good: and God divided the light
from the darkness. And God called
the light Day, and the darkness He
called Night. And the evening and
the morning were the first day.”
As we can see, in the beginning
of re-creation, the beginning of
darkness started the day, and beginning of darkness starts a new
month! We must—in loving obedience to His commands—truly worship and honor Him.
—By Romeo Samudio
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Jesus was just a man for 300
years. How did he become God?
By Mark Bosserman

M

and walk backward into the Kingdom of God.
ost of us have been exposed to the
Here is a quote from the UCG’s World News
Trinity and other extrabiblical
teaching, but how many of us know & Prophecy publication from August 2008 (in
an article titled “History of the Church, Part
that Jesus didn’t become God until
IV,” which should have inspired people to
300 years after his death! That’s another extraask questions):
biblical teaching, stemming from his incredible
“The emperor [Constantine] was not a Bible
life and death and resurrection. Like all legends,
student and not even a Christian at the time of
they change over time and evolve into somethe council, but he was clearly in control of
thing completely different.
religion.”
As word of the life and resurrection and
Here is a comment by John Anthony
miracles of Jesus spread over the
McGuckin in his article “The Road to Nicea”
known world, the
from Christian History journal, winter 2005:
Second Adam,
“The order of the day [from Constantine]
our High
was
to resolve the question about the eternal
Priest and
The e
and divine status of the son of God . . .
Mediator,
“This should be clearly understood: The
became the
wid
d
l
r
o
issue
of exactly who Jesus was and His
very God he
d
W
o
G
f
relationship
with God the Father and the
came to prole o
p
o
Holy
Spirit
was
resolved by a biblically
e
claim. Satan, the
P
—
g
illiterate
non-Christian
serial killer in a
o
l
god of this world,
—B
single day.”
was determined to
Brethren, in a single day three of the
make sure that the
most
important doctrines of the Bible
one God and
ay at g
were
changed, and the consequences
d
Father of all would
o
t
t
See i /wpogblo
have people like James Malm calling
be placed in the
m
rl.co
me a heretic, even though I don’t
background of the
tinyu
believe the Sabbath is Sunday and I
one who was raised up
believe the Passover is to be
by God to reconcile
observed and I believe that Jesus Christ is
man back to Himself.
the Son of God and that he was flesh and blood
We know this by the
like you and I.
language in Revelation
But I do not believe Jesus is God the Son, as
21:3: “Then He the Father
Constantine and church tradition would have us
Himself shall be our God and we shall be His
think.
people.” Jesus, the appointed King, shall also be
Did you gasp when you read the quote from
High Priest during the Millennium, serving our
the McGuckin article above? We see that not
God and his God.
just the Sabbath was changed to Sunday and
Is it possible that “one God” means exactly
that? One, not two or three? The concept of two Easter was to replace Passover, but the monuor three Gods took root in Constantine’s council mental deception of our First and Greatest
Commandment was compromised by changing
of Nicea some 300 years after Jesus’ death.
“Son of God” to “God the Son,” a phrase that is
“Well said, Teacher,” a scribe said to Jesus.
not in Scripture.
“You have spoken the truth, for there is one
This in turn changed the focus of our Brother
God, and there is no other but He” (Mark 12:32.)
and High Priest and Mediator between God and
This scribe’s words are the open door for
man into a second God who overshadows the
Jesus to declare his God status. But he does not
only one who is truly God. The true God is the
do that. Instead, he agrees with the scribe that
Father, the God of our fathers (Acts 3:13) and
there is only one God and no other, which is
our Creator (Mark 10:6).
what Isaiah 44 and 45 say.
This is so great an understanding that Jesus
“He” is a singular pronoun, and Mark 12:32 is
an explicative statement. Jesus responded to the said that knowing the only true God sums up
eternal life: “This is Eternal life, that they may
scribe’s wise comment: “You are not far from
know You, the only true God” (John 17:3).
the kingdom of God” (verse 34).
I can tell you confidently that Satan’s greatest
Jim Franks (who was then with the UCG,
although more recently he is with the COGWA victory over man is this very doctrine concerngroup) was asked to allow the doctrinal commit- ing the nature of God.If Satan can keep you
from knowing who the one and true God is, he
tee of the United Church of God to have meetings with the five ministers in the UCG in 2004 can deny you the awareness you need to keep
from breaking the First and Greatest
who wanted to have face-to-face doctrinal disCommandment, which is “You shall have no
cussions on the nature of God.
Jim refused and would not even allow Don Ward other gods before Us!”
Just kidding. Here’s the real First
to attend the annual One God Seminar (godward.org)
Commandment: “You shall have no other gods
to debate the long-standing tradition of two Gods
before Me.”That obviously means we must not
taught by Herbert W. Armstrong.
Christians are to grow in grace and knowledge worship anyone or anything other than the
Father.
until their death or the Second Coming. It is
“You believe that there is one God. You do
commanded that they not play prevent defense

well. Even the demons believe—and tremble!”
(James 2:19).
In other words, Jesus Christ is the Son of
God, not God the Son!
Jesus’ own words shed light on this important
subject:
“Jesus said to [his disciples], but who do you
think I am? And Simon Peter answered and said,
‘You are the Christ, Son of the living God.’ Jesus
answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you,
Simon Bar Jonah. Flesh and blood have not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in
heaven’ ” (Matthew 16:15-17).
This was the perfect opportunity for Jesus to
say, “I am God in the flesh” or “I am the Eternal
Word.”
But he responded by acknowledging that he
was the son of the Living God, the son of his
Father.
To be a son, you need a father and a mother.
“And the angel answered and said to [Mary],
‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the
power of the Highest will overshadow you;
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born
will be called . . .”
Called what? God the Son?
No! the “Holy One who is to be born will be
called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35).
To come into the world as the Son of God,
one must not have existed earlier as God or an
angel. Otherwise the person coming into physical existence could not been a “son.” If Jesus had
existed earlier as “God,” then he was already an
eternal being and would not have been God’s
“son.” The new baby’s life would simply have
been a continuation of a previous existence.
1 Corinthians 15:45-46 provides a very important insight. Talking about the two Adams, it
refers to “first the natural life, then the spiritual
life.” Jesus Christ is the only human ever to
receive eternal life! You can’t be first to receive
something you already had.
I don’t pretend to say this is an easy doctrine
that can be settled once and for all in the brief
article you are now reading. But surely these
scriptures will stir up your Berean spirit.
Here’s an analogy:
I don’t subscribe to Bill Clinton’s way of talking about “words.” I cannot bring myself to say,
“I guess it depends on what you mean by the
meaning of the word one.”
Brethren, do you understand what I’m trying
to say? To believe there are two Gods—that
Jesus is God the Son rather than the Son of
God—we have to alter the numerical meaning of
the word one to allow for a second, or third, God.
But is that acceptable? Should we presume to
change God’s Word to fit our doctrine?
How many times have you heard a sermon in
which the speaker refers to when Jesus “was the
Word” or when he was “the God of the Old
Testament”? The William Tyndale Bible shines
light on our Trinitarian translators with his 1534
Bible translation of John 1:1-2, which reads:
“In the beginning was the worde and the
worde was with God and the worde was God.
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Since God, being eternal, cannot
die, when Jesus died who died?
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
If Jesus is God, how is it that he has a God,
die for man’s sins, otherwise he would not be an
yet Yahweh has no God before Him because He effectual sacrifice for all humanity.
And It became flesh.”
is God? How is this not the ultimate paradox for
But where is the scripture to back up that
“It,” not “he.” Just like with “Holy Spirit,”
Trinitarians or people who believe in two Gods? emotional rationalization?
where “him” or “he” in the KJV should be “it.”
Yet Genesis 1:26—“Let us make man in our
What does Romans 5:19 say? “For by one
A word is never a he or she. It must be an it,
image”—does not give clarity to who the us is.
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so
which makes Deuteronomy 18:18 finally make
Read out of context, could it conceivably be
also by one man’s obedience many will be made
sense:
Jesus? Yes. Could it be the 24 elders? Yes. So at
righteous.”
“I will raise up for them a Prophet like you
best
this
is
one
implicative
statement.
Y
et
it
is
If Jesus was God, then his supposed death
[Moses] from among their brethren, and will put
followed in the books of the Bible by 10,000
would have to be a sham—because, brethren,
My words in His mouth, and he shall speak all
singular pronouns describing the one God.
the Eternal God by definition cannot die!
that I command Him.”
“So God created man in [His] own image; in
Only someone who could die—a real human
This is how the words became flesh.
the
image
of
God
[He]
created
him;
male
and
being—could
serve as a genuine sacrifice. The
Furthermore, many COG speakers refer to
death of Jesus, the perfect man, the one who
“the God family.” But where in the Bible does it female [He] created them” (verse 27).
Jesus quotes the above—the Genesis account had never sinned, was a genuine sacrifice
say that God is a family?
of God’s creation of man in His own image—in
because he could have sinned and yet did not.
God is most certainly not a family. God,
Mark 10:6: “But from the beginning of the creIf Jesus was God, then he could never have
Yahweh, the Father, is creating a family. Jesus is
ation, God ‘made them male and female.’ ”
sinned and his death could not have been an
the firstborn among many in that family.
There is such a thing as the principle of
actual death that would have been any kind of a
The God-family concept had to be inserted
“agency” in the Bible. Sometimes a scripture
sacrifice.
to fit the Trinity concept of three—or the
refers to someone as God, yet that person
James Malm says that denying the divinity of
COGs’ Binity concept of two—as one.
is obviously not God. An example is in Exodus
Christ is the doctrine of the Antichrist.
And can anything be plainer than 1
4, when God talks to Moses about Moses’
That is the doctrine of Calvin, which led to
Corinthians 8:4-6: “. . . We know that an idol is
brother Aaron:
Calvin having Michael Servetus burned at the
nothing in the world, and that there is no other
“So he [Aaron] shall be your [Moses’]
stake for believing in one God.
God but one . . . For us there is one God, the
spokesman to the people. And he himself shall
Your Bible says the opposite of what Mr.
Father, of whom are all things, and we for Him;
Malm says about the doctrine of Antichrist:
and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him
as God.”
“Every spirit that does not confess that Jesus
things, and through whom we live”?
Christ has come in the flesh is not
We saw above that Constantine
of God. And this is the spirit of the
canonized the multiple-Gods heresy
Antichrist, which you have heard
and that even the demons recognize
If Jesus was God, then his supposed death
was coming, and is now already in
the falseness of this doctrine and
the world” (1 John 4:3).
tremble. We read that Jesus himself
would have to be a sham—because, brethren,
Three hundred years later the
denies being God and the apostles
doctrine of Calvin became a creed,
knew Christ was not God.
the Eternal God by definition cannot die!
under the pagan Constantine’s
John, in Revelation 5, while standNicean takeover of Christianity.
ing in the awesome presence of
I—and other believers in one
God, forgot who Jesus was for a
I make this plea to all the brethren: Think for God—certainly do believe Jesus came in the
moment and began to cry because no one was
yourself and work out your own salvation. To
flesh, that he was a real human being, that he
“worthy to open the seal.”
know the one and only God is the foundation of had the ability to sin if he had chosen to do so,
Yet John had spent three and one-half years
Christianity and the understanding of Scripture. but overcame sin, resisting while sweating blood,
with this incredible human being. Philippians
James Malm cites Micah 5:2-4 as proof of a
and qualifying to be our sinless Savior. Only a
2:5-9: Jesus, born King, was visited by kings,
preexisting Jesus:
genuine human being who indeed had come in
received homage and gifts, but gave up these
“ ‘But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you the flesh could genuinely die and serve as
privileges to take on the role of the servant.
mankind’s saving sacrifice.
Therefore God (his God and our God) has high- are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out
This is not meant to be a personal attack on
of you shall come forth to Me the one to be
ly exalted him.
James Malm or the COGs. Ask your ministers
ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of
I have spent hundreds of hours studying this
how many Gods they believe in. If they say one,
old, from everlasting.’ Therefore he shall give
subject, which weaves its way throughout the
do they mean that only the Father is God and
Bible, and I can assure you that the Bible verses them up, until the time that she who is in labor
has given birth; then the remnant of his brethren that Jesus is the created son and did not preexI’m citing are just the tip of the iceberg.
ist? Their answer might be quite telling.
If you, like me, have been listening and learn- shall return to the children of Israel. And he
Brethren, we can agree to disagree without
shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
ing for 44 years, the concept of only one God
becoming nasty towards each other. If this
the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the
makes much more sense and has history on its
article at least gets you back into your Bible
side. It is far more comprehensible and plausible LORD his God; and they shall abide, for now he
looking at pronouns and asking who is speaking
shall be great to the ends of the earth.”
than trying to make the man Jesus into some
in a particular scripture, surely we will find it to
Yet the context of Micah makes it clear that
sort of eternal preexisting, nonhuman, or half
the ruler from Bethlehem will not be God. This be a rewarding study.
human, God-man.
The Worldwide People of
ruler will be born and have “brothers.”
James Malm, Jim Franks and the COGs say
Obviously, the Eternal God cannot be born, and God blog (tinyurl.com/
God is a family, which I’ve noted above is a
wpogblog) will have articles
the thought of the Creator of the heavens and
notion not taught in Scripture. “Yahweh” d.b.a.
and links that go into specific
earth having brothers is absurd.
“God” is the only Eternal being, the only One
These verses in Micah 5 are speaking of God’s details and answer many of
who alone has immortality (1 Timothy 6:16), the
your additional questions,
anointed King, Jesus Christ. The Word of God
only One who is truly good! (Luke 18:19).
declares not that this ruler will be God, but that along with a place to leave
The Father, Yahweh God, is the only life-givcomments.
Yahweh will be “his [this ruler’s] God” (verse 4).
ing being who created, on His own behalf, the
Micah 5 is clear: A child will be born in
One last question that I
angels, Adam, the Second Adam and us, which is
why Christ said in Matthew 19:17, “Why do you
Bethlehem and the Israelites will be his brothers, hope you will think about: If
call me good? No one is good but one, God”—
and he will grow up to deliver and rule the nation Jesus is God, and since God,
Mark Bosserman
again differentiating himself from the Almighty. and stand in the strength of Yahweh, his God.
being eternal, cannot die,
That leads me to my next point: Jesus has a
Like Moses, Jesus is a deliverer too (Deutewhen Jesus died who died?
God. He refers in John 20:17 to “my Father and
ronomy 18:15).
—Mark Bosserman
your Father, my God and your God.”
James Malm and others say it takes a God to
mb912e@msn.com
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The Journal wants angel series to reappear
By Dixon Cartwright
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Guardian back in Squaw Valley for 2014
By Edward Malone
he Guardian Ministries Feast
of Tabernacles will return in
2014 to Squaw Valley, Calif.,
after abandoning that location for
Ventura last year.
Molly Antion, wife of Guardian
Ministries founder and president David Antion, announced that services
will be held “in the grandeur of the
beautiful Olympic Village building,”
the site of several Feast of Tabernacles
observances starting in 1960.

T

Modern and efficient
Attendees who choose to stay in
the village will be living in newly
refurbished, modern, efficient and
attractive condominiums.
According to Mrs. Antion, the
venue will be large enough for worship services, seminars, a family
night, a chili dinner, a dance, a farewell dinner and many other activities.

Dr. Antion plans to present a seminar titled “Dating and Mating: Why
Do So Many Marriages Go Bad?”
designed to answer questions
posed by dating-age singles
and provide information Dr.
Antion has acquired from
more than 50
years as a pastor
and psychologist.
David Antion
Tony Kuczynski, a member of the United Church
of God in Milwaukee, Wis., plans to
give a seminar concerning the family:
“Dysfunctional Family Issues and the
Family of God.”
Pastor Jeff Henderson of Believers
in Christ Church of God in Redwood
City, Calif., is also expected to attend

and speak at the Feast this year.
The Antions established Guardian
Ministries in 1998 as a nonprofit, taxexempt religious organization that is
financially independent from any single Church of God organization or
congregation.
Personal visits
In addition to sponsoring Feast of
Tabernacles sites, Guardian offers
sermon tapes for individuals and
groups; weekly “telesermons” by
which those who call in may hear live
sermons; and personal visits to fellowship groups and congregations by
longtime Church of God minister Dr.
Antion.
For more information about the
coming Feast, which many will observe Oct. 8-16, or about Guardian
Ministries and the Church of God
Southern California, write P.O. Box
50734, Pasadena, Calif. 91115, U.S.A..

The Journal:
Subscribe or renew!
To subscribe, simply send a check or money order. You may also pay
with PayPal (paypal.com), Dwolla (dwolla.com) or a credit card. (Fax
1-888-488-6603 or write info@thejournal.org.)
Be sure to check your mailing label. If you have only one or two or
“zero” issues
remaining, we sugMail to: THE JOURNAL, Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
Subscribe to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD and keep up with your
gest mailing in your
family and friends in all the groups!
renewal now so you
Name
don’t miss any issues.
Address
Contact THE JOURNAL
City/state/zip or postal code/country
for subscriptions and
 New subscription  Renewal  Start with back issue dated ______/______
renewals at Box 1020,
(specify any month and year from February 1997 to present). Individual back issues are
$2 each, with 2-issue minimum order. (No minimum if ordered with new sub.)
Big Sandy, Texas
In U.S.:  $49 for 24 mo. issues  $28 for 12 issues  $15 for 6 issues. NonU.S. mailed from Big Sandy:  $55 for 24 mo. issues  $30 for 12 issues 
75755, U.S.A., or
$17 for 6. For distributors in other countries, see box on page 2. Please remit in
U.S. funds drawn, if possible, on a U.S. bank.
at our European
Use a copy of this coupon or plain paper to order from THE JOURNAL or any of
distributor’s address
our distributors. When writing or E-mailing about subscription problems,
please include phone number.
on page 2.

Issue No. 164 (July 31, 2014)

Notes and quotes
Congregations in
nine countries
FORT MILL, S.C.—The
Church of the Great God, pastored by John Ritenbaugh,
makes available live streaming of
weekly Sabbath services for
people who cannot easily attend
services in person.
The church has congregations
in nine countries including
Australia, France, Namibia, the
Philippines, South Africa,
Trinidad and Tobago, the United
Kingdom, and Zambia.
Congregations in the United
States are in Arizona, California,
Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Iowa,
Illinois, Maryland, Missouri,
Mississippi, South Carolina,
North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvania and Texas.
See the church’s Web site at
cgg.org for detailed information.
Or write P.O. Box 471846,
Charlotte, N.C. 28247, U.S.A.
(The church’s office is in South
Carolina but its postal address is
out of North Carolina.)
Ambassador Youth Camp
WADSWORTH, Ohio—The
Restored Church of God’s
Ambassador Youth Camp (AYC)
recently accommodated 85
campers, staffers and administrators from five continents,
according to a press release on
the church’s Web site.
According to the release, the
campers gathered in the woods
of central Ohio in the city of
Mansfield for two weeks.
Daily lectures stressed biblical
standards, true values and positive choices.
Campers also took part in
team sports and classes, including ballroom dancing, writing, art
and grammar.
The sponsoring church is
presided over by founder Dave
Pack.
For information write 1000
Ambassador Dr., Wadsworth,
Ohio 44281, U.S.A., or visit
rcg.org.
Blood moons
BATTLE GROUND, Wash.—
The current edition of The
Sabbath Sentinel, the magazine
of the Bible Sabbath Association, features an article on the
“blood moons” by Lenny Cacchio
and an essay about a “culture of
excellence” by Whaid Rose.
It also features an editorial by
editor Kenneth Ryland, “Are You
Balaam or Balaam’s Ass?”
To subscribe write BSA, 802
NW 21st Ave., Battle Ground,
Wash. 98604, U.S.A., or
biblesabbath@comcast.net.
See the Web site at biblesabbath.org.
Bible quizzes for kids
ROCHEPORT, Mo.—Yahweh’s
Children, a Web site for kids
sponsored by Yahweh’s
Assembly in Messiah, includes
interactive quizzes designed to
make Bible study entertaining.
See yahwehschildren.org or
yaim.org.
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What’s new in media?
MILFORD, Ohio—The United
Church of God’s Beyond Today
television program features Gary
Petty talking
about neardeath experiences,
according to
a program
schedule in
United News,
the church’s
member
newsletter.
Programs
Gary Petty
by Mr. Petty,
Darris
McNeely and Steve Myers
include “Near Death Experiences and the Bible,” “Will a
Temple Be Built in Jerusalem?,”
“Dabbling With Demons” and “Is
God a Trinity?”
ABC graduates
MILFORD, Ohio—The United
Church of God conducted a
graduation ceremony for 42
students on May 25, 2014, for
the new graduates of the
Ambassador Bible Center.
Two hundred fifty members of
the faculty and staff and family
and friends attended.
“We had 42 students this year
at the graduation,” announced
Gary Antion in an article under
his byline in United News, the
UCG’s member newsletter.
“One student finished midyear
and two others will return for the
first semester to complete their
studies,” Mr. Antion said
UCG president Victor Kubik
delivered the graduation address.
Mr. Kubik said “he would miss
the class of 2014 for their liveliness and service while at ABC,”
Mr. Antion wrote.
Four “honor awards” went to
Kaylee Randle and Mark Miller.
The Council of Elders Service
Award was given to Chelsea
Fike and Joseph Kozenko.
Medically fragile youths
GLADEWATER, Texas—
Members of the Big Sandy congregation of the United Church
of God combined efforts with the
congregations in Texarkana,
Texas, and Ruston, La., in a
spring donation drive to benefit
the Truman W. Smith Children’s
Center in Gladewater.
As reported in United News,
published by the UCG out of the
church’s headquarters in Milford,
Ohio, the Truman Smith Center
is a children’s hospital specializing in serving the long- and
short-term needs of “medically
fragile” youths.
“While some of the children
are at the facility for rehab, others are long term, some even in
comas,” wrote Linda Daniels.
The center was in need of
items including socks, shirts,
toys, books and music CDs.
“Even a child in a coma has
books read to them and other
sources of stimulation such as
music and movies played,” Ms.
Daniels said.
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