
FORT WAYNE, Ind.—Melvin
Ray Wooten, most recently of
Fort Wayne, will be remem-

bered not only for his United Chris-
tian Ministries but for his part in
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The writer was a founder of the
United Church of God an Interna-
tional Association in April and May of
1995. He was later founder of United
Christian Ministries, based in Fort
W
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Ray Wooten at 9 began 21 years as member of gospel quartets
a God-given responsibility and talent
to teach God’s way of life. I do not
have the ability or the desire or com-
mission to enforce God’s way of life
on anybody.”

He did feel a responsibility, he said,
to teach an understanding of the Bible
message that he believed was God’s
will for God’s people.

But, even if his listeners didn’t
agree with it, “I still treat them as if
they are okay,” he said, “because Christ
died for us when we were in that con-
dition ourselves. Ultimately we are all
brothers through and in Christ.”

Who’s on track
He mentioned during the interview

that allowing people to find their own
way, to make their own decisions, is as
important—maybe more important—
as teaching them correct doctrines.

“I don’t know of anybody who has
all the doctrines right,” he said. “If
doctrines were salvation, there would
be no possibility of salvation.

“In fact, I don’t believe there’s even
a Test Commandment.”

No Test Commandment? Mr. Woo-
ten didn’t believe the Fourth Com-
mandment was the proper litmus test
to determinehe snterviewt Comman7j0 -1.028a
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O ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
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Change

If you have heard The Christ, and you have been taught by him,
put off the old man concerning former conversations and be
renewed in the spirit of your mind so you can put on the new
man (or woman) (Ephesians 4:21-24). If any be in Christ, they
a.021 woman
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The Big Insult to Jesus Christ

Lawrence G. Mumme / 10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735

E very day, Jesus Christ is insulted, whether
by the Church of God or by individual
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for breaking the Sabbath. Christ is your Sabbath’s
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Dear Brethren,

W
e hope you are all pros-
pering and growing in
the grace and knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

That is the basic tenant of our calling dur-
ing these second covenant times. It is an
incredibly personal directive to each and
every one of us. No one can do it for us,
but we are all to assist each other in
achieving it.
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Continuing from Zecha-
riah 1:12: Verse 13 says
that “good words and
comfortable words” are

to be spoken. Verses 14-15 speak
of “[YHVH, #3068] being “jealous
for Jerusalem and for Zion”!

The reader should be aware
that Jerusalem and Zion are two
different cities belonging to two
different tribes of Israel. Because
of this, several prophecies have a
different fulfillment.

It goes on to say that this spe-
cific YHVH is “sore displeased with
the heathen, that are at ease”! Or
the gentile powers that have
brought about “peace on earth”:
the intent of “at ease.”

It seems that at this specific
point in time the peoples of Israel,
who have begun their migrations
from their punishment, have as yet
no specific place to go, even though
the land of Judea is now open.

Could this be the reason the
Lord is displeased with the gen-
tiles, because they have not yet
allowed Israelites to settle there?

The key to the future relationship
between the gentiles and the “Lord
of hosts” is spelled out in verse 16:

“Therefore says [YHVH, #3068],

I am 
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Most ministers changed their minds in ’95 because of politics
such as: “Your children are dis-
respectful to you because you under-
mine each other to them.”

Or “You are having financial diffi-
culties because you do not budget as a
team.”

The UCG is having difficulties be-
cause the governmental structure was
set up incorrectly from the beginning.

[This was written in 2010 just be-
fore a major split in the UCG in De-
cember 2010 that resulted in the for-
mation of the Church of God a World-
wide Association, or CGWA, known
informally as Cogwa.] 

Acceptable governance
I know many ministers telre was
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