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COGs aren’t God’s church,
UCM founder said in 2009
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—Ray Wooten, a familiar name to many
longtime Church of God members, made several startling statements in an interview and in a Sabbath sermon back in March 2009.
For example, he declared that none
of the COGs are God’s church. Furthermore, he said,
they’re no more
God’s church than
are Methodists, Baptists and Catholics.
Mr. Wooten, who
died Feb. 9, 2014, in
Fort Wayne, Ind.,
didn’t shy away
from startling statements in his lifetime.
He said something Ray Wooten
else that could startle
Church of God members: He said he
didn’t believe the Sabbath Commandment is the Test Commandment.
Not only that, Mr. Wooten thought
he’d located the Ark of the Covenant.
Mr. Wooten was here with his wife,
Peggy, for a special Sabbath on March
15, 2009, during the annual women’s
conference sponsored by the Church
of God Big Sandy. He enlarged on his
themes during a conversation with
this writer after Sabbath services.
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Since 1995
Mr. Wooten, who died at age
80, with his wife had operated
United Christian Ministries since
1995, first in Alabama and later in

Roanoke and Fort Wayne, Ind.
He was no stranger to controversy,
having helped found the United
Church of God in 1995. He left that
organization that same year because
he believed it had quickly departed
from the founding principles he
thought it was advocating in favor of
more of a centralized, controlled ministry than he was uncomfortable with.
A native of Huntsville, Ala., and
former singer of gospel music for
more than 20 years with several quartets, Mr. Wooten raised four children
while working in customer relations
in insurance, manufacturing and, finally, a credit bureau.
He became a member of the Worldwide Church of God in 1968 and
attended Ambassador College in ’68
and ’69.
Good-humor man
Mr. Wooten observed the situation
the Churches of God find themselves
in with an overlay of humor and irony.
He mentioned that just about any
church or ministry you can think of is
shrinking in its numbers and apparent effectiveness, from the WCG to
its splits and even his own effort
since the mid-1990s, United Christian Ministries.
But he tried not to let diminishing
numbers and people’s indifference to
the Bible and religion bother him.
“No. 1,” he said, “I’ve had to realize what my role is in life and in the
lives of other people. I believe I have
See RAY WOOTEN, page 6

Plans shape up for Feast ’14:
Here are three possibilities

H

ere it is only March and already Feast of Tabernacles
fever is heating up.
THE JOURNAL has received several
notices of fall-festival observances that will appear in its
official Feast list beginning next issue.
They include a site in
Thailand, a Bermudaand-Caribbean cruise,
and a Feast venue that’s
been going strong for
almost 17 years in
South Texas.

The elephant in the farm
The Feast in Thailand, set for Oct.
9-16, 2014, in Chiang Mai, is sponsored by Legacy Institute, the ministry founded several years ago by
Texans Leon and Gloria Sexton.
Services in Chiang Mai will happen at the four-star Empress Hotel in
the city’s shopping district, Mr. Sexton told THE JOURNAL.
“We have regularly held the Feast
of Tabernacles at this hotel, and
Feastgoers are given the red-carpet
treatment,” he said.
When in Thailand, don’t miss the
elephant farm and the tour of the
winter royal palace, he said.
For “Legacy package” costs and
more information, JOURNAL readers
can write mail@legacyinstitute.org.
Or visit legacyinstitute.org.
Feast cruise
One of the many independent

groups in the Church of God movement plans a Feast in the Caribbean.
The Church of God Downers
Grove of Downers Grove, Ill., will
sponsor an extended Feast journey Oct. 8-18, 2014. The
cruise will depart from
Cape Liberty, N.J., reports congregation pastor Ken Svehla.
For more information call Mr. Svehla at
(630) 968-6169 or
write travel agent
Kathy Summers at
kathy@designedfor
youtravel.com.
Feast Cruz
Last but not least is the Feast observance sponsored by Church of
God San Antonio pastor Julian Cruz,
with assistance from his wife, Ofie.
“Experience the warm, loving,
family atmosphere for which this
Feast site is known,” Mr. Cruz said
in a E-mail to THE JOURNAL.
The 2014 San Antonio Feast will
be unusual in that a best-selling author will be one of the speakers. Joe
Kovacs, writer of Shocked by the
Bible and The Divine Secret, will
speak “about our divine destiny,”
Mr. Cruz said.
For more information contact Mr.
Cruz at (210) 333-7229 or jcruz132
@satx.rr.com.
See also Mr. Cruz’s announcement on page 8 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.

The Journal’s
Feast listing
almost here

T
Friends to the end
MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR RAY WOOTEN—Four old friends traveled to Fort
Wayne, Ind., for the funeral of another friend, Ray Wooten. From left: Dave Havir
of the Church of God Big Sandy, Jim Franks of the Church of God a Worldwide
Association, Terry Post of the South Texas Church of God and George Crow of Katy
Christian Fellowship stand for a picture after the service. Founder with his wife,
Peggy, of United Christian Ministries, Mr. Wooten died Feb. 9 after a five-month illness with cancer. See the lead article on this page of THE JOURNAL about Mr.
Wooten, as well as an interview with him from 2009, also on page 1, and an editorial by Mr. Wooten beginning on page 3. [Photo by Norman Edwards]

HE JOURNAL plans to list contact information, locations
and dates of the Feast of
Tabernacles observances for 2014
beginning in the next issue.
You’re invited to send your information to THE JOURNAL at P.O.
Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A., or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it to 1-888-4886603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days
in the date.
For example, many observances this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

Ray Wooten remembered as congregationalist
in the midst of a church culture of hierarchies

F

ORT WAYNE, Ind.—Melvin
Ray Wooten, most recently of
Fort Wayne, will be remembered not only for his United Christian Ministries but for his part in
launching the United Church of God.
Mr. Wooten, 80, died Feb. 9, 2014, after a diagnosis of cancer months earlier.
He was a pastor of congregations in
the Radio Church of God and Worldwide Church of God for many years.
He was a principal founder of the
United Church of God an International Association (UCG) in 1995 at the
church’s first conference, in Indianapolis, Ind.
Congregationalist principles
Many of the congregationalist
principles Mr. Wooten advocated at
the UCG’s founding were later abandoned and criticized by leaders of the
church.
But his comments inspired many of
the group’s congregations to organize as
semiautonomous entities with lay members and boards of directors legally

empowered to make binding decisions.
As of this writing the UCG has few
such congregations, with actual governing boards, left. Many have been
replaced over the years with “advisory” boards.
Suggested name for THE JOURNAL
In 1997, when THE JOURNAL was
founded, Mr. Wooten urged publishers Dixon and Linda Cartwright to
include News of the Ekklesia in the
name of the publication rather than
News of the Churches of God.
Mr. Cartwright told Mr. Wooten he
liked the idea for the name but
thought it might be a little presumptuous.
Eulogies and music
Mr. Wooten’s service was in a
funeral home in Fort Wayne Feb. 13.
It was officiated by a longtime friend,
George Crow of Katy, Texas.
Mr. Crow, pastor of the Katy Christian Fellowship, is a member of the
board of United Christian Ministries,

which Mr. Wooten and his wife, Peggy,
founded in 1995 after leaving the UCG.
Also speaking at the funeral was
Dave Havir of Big Sandy, Texas, who
gave a prayer of comfort at the beginning of the service.
Three eulogies followed, from Mr.
Wooten’s daughter Carol Boyer of
Perry, Mich.; grandson Dusty Pope of
Dallas, Texas; and Mr. Havir.
Ken Swiger, a friend from Knoxville, Tenn., and pastor of the Knoxville
Church of God, sang “Beulah Land.”
Mr. Crow made personal comments
and read Bible verses about the resurrection, then concluded with a prayer.
Jim Franks of McKinney, Texas, a
founder of the new Church of God a
Worldwide Association, based in
Allen, Texas, gave the committal
prayer at the cemetery.
Granddaughter Paula Jennings of
Dallas led the group in singing “I
Wonder Who Will Sing for Me.”
See articles by and about Mr. Wooten beginning on pages 1 and 3 of this
issue and his obituary on page 7.

Two more AC reunions up and coming

T

HE JOURNAL received word of
two reunions of Ambassador
College students that will
come to fruition in 2014 in England
and in California in 2015.

Bricket Wood May 2014
The deadline to register
for the reunion in Bricket
Wood, England, is almost
here.
“We need to have final
numbers by April 1, 2014, and that’s
no joke,” explained Annette Weatherley Forkun.
“The hotel needs to be given the
numbers for the meals and needs to
be paid ahead of time, and so does

the bus company, and the campus,
and—you get the drift.”
The reunion team, besides Mrs.
Forkun, includes Bob Howell, Colin
Lauchlan, Jill Smith Berg, Ken
Murray, Linda Moll Smith and
Tricia Kingsmore Hayward.
Write Mrs. Forkun at annette@bricketwoodreunion.info for more reunion
information as it becomes
available.
Pasadena February 2015
You have a little more time if you
plan to attend the Pasadena, Calif.,
reunion, which is set for Feb. 27
through March 2, 2015, in the

Pasadena Hilton Hotel, one mile
from the former AC campus.
“There will be a full range of activities,” including visits to the campus, said Bob Gerringer.
The gathering will be for former
students from “the first 30 years,” he
said, “to celebrate our unique experiences and friendships as AC students.”
Eligible are former students who
attended anytime between 1947 and
June 1977.
For more information visit ACPasadenaReunion.com or write bob@
acpasadenareunion.com or Carol
Stephenson Taylor at carol@acpasadenareunion.com.
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Letters from our readers
Self-portrait of the artist
or the fun of it this time I put
myself in this cartoon [see it on
page 3]. I still give a sermon
once in a while, even though I’m in
my 90th year.
Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.
Timing of the Passover
This is not meant to be the final
answer or to cause contention, but
everyone needs to know why some
observe dates for holy days different
from most in the seventh-day Churches of God.
Jesus kept the Passover at the
prescribed time (Mark 14:12). The
lamb was killed on the 14th before
dark.
The next morning was the 15th, a
holy convocation, the first of seven
consecutive days of unleavened bread
(Exodus 12:18-20) from the 14th at
evening through the 21st at evening,
totaling seven nights and seven days.
There is no day between Passover
and the 15th. Passover is the Night to
Be Remembered.
Jesus observed the Passover at the
right time, but the Jews had modified
the calendar and did not keep Passover until later, called “Passover of the
Jews” (John 11:55).
The Jews were preparing for
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ner, never generically as if the gender
identity of the partners didn’t matter.
“For this cause a man shall leave
his father and his mother, and shall
cleave to his wife; and they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 3:24).
It’s not merely that a set of texts can
be quoted that condemn homosexual
relationships under all circumstances.
It’s also because no positive mention
of gay sex appears under any circumstances in Scripture.
For this reason “gay marriage” is
intrinsically as absurd as a square circle or a married bachelor.
Although it’s claimed that being
gay is an immutable characteristic,
like skin color or gender, this claim
has long since been empirically falsi-

is superior to the understanding I had as a member
of the WCG.
For Christians, Jesus
Christ should be the
foremost authority
available to us on that
subject. He said the two
greatest commandments
were “Thou shalt love the
Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind” and
“Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”
To Christ and His followers, love
was and is the principle behind the dos
and don’ts.
Hence I fail to see how hating homosexuals fulfills the law.
We could quibble over the definition
of hate, but we would be hard-pressed
to characterize the traditional Christian
reaction to homosexuals as love.
Many Christians have made it clear
they hate homosexual behavior and
find it (and them) abominable. They
exclude them from church services
and any chance of being in God’s Kingdom and assure them they have a oneway ticket to the lake of fire.
That sure sounds like hate to me.
Christ had to keep all of the commandments, statutes, ordinances and

‘The hostility between Feast-keeping groups is ridiculous. Join
me in creating a positive individual-focused Feast site full of
fellowship, Bible readings, prayer and traditional speakers.’
their Passover when Jesus was crucified (John 19:14).
The day came to be reckoned by
the Jews as beginning in the evening.
But God called the light “day” and the
darkness “night.”
Jesus said there are 12 hours in the
day. That leaves 12 hours of night.
Today we refer to the day as being 24
hours, the whole calendar date, and
start our date change at midnight even
though it should be in the morning.
The Sabbath begins in the morning.
God said to keep the Sabbath day
holy, not the night.
Genesis 3:5 is translated to make it
seem that the day begins in the evening, but there was no punctuation in
the Hebrew. Some translations say
“evening passed and morning came—
that was the first day.”
After understanding that a biblical
day is the light portion of the calendar
date, I have noticed how all the holy
days and Passover are in sync.
Duane Giles
Palestine, Texas
For another view of the timing of
Passover, see Daniel Botha’s essay
beginning on page 4 of this issue of
THE JOURNAL.
Ex-gay ministries
Recently Lonnie C. Hendrix made
a purportedly scriptural case for gay
marriage. [See his articles in issues
No. 155, September-October 2013,
and No. 157, Dec. 31, 2013.]
However, his argument flies in the
face of both the positive ethic for heterosexual marriage and the generic
prohibitions on homosexual sex in the
Bible.
The Bible always describes marriage in a positive, heterosexual man-

fied by ex-gay ministries such as Exodus International and the reparative
therapy work of Dr. Joseph Nicolosi.
Even the rigidly secular Kinsey
Institute in 1970 reported that 84 percent of homosexuals they studied had
shifted their orientation at least one
time, 32 percent a second time and 13
percent five times!
In general, as Joe Dallas observes in
The Gay Gospel?, what’s “inborn”
shouldn’t be considered to be “normal,” such as any number of birth defects or genetic handicaps demonstrate.
Finally, we’re born into a fallen
world, cut off from God (Romans
5:12). No Christian should assume
that what feels good is necessarily
right in God’s sight under such conditions, since our evil human nature can
easily deceive itself (Jeremiah 17:9;
Romans 3:9-18).
Hence gay marriage is clearly the
product of bad human reasoning
(Proverbs 14:12).
Eric Snow
Redford, Mich.
Hate by any other name
Regarding Ellis Stewart’s response
in issue No. 158 [“Mr. Hendrix’s Articles Shook a Lot of Us Up”] to my
articles in issues No. 155 [“Ezekiel:
Sins of Sodom Were Not About Sex”
and No. 157 [“Writer of Article on
Sex Responds to Critics”]:
Licensed ministers haven’t been
shy about expressing their opinions on
the subject of homosexuality for as far
back as I can remember.
The only thing unique about me,
Lonnie Hendrix, tackling the issue
was that I espoused an alternative
view of the subject.
In terms of God’s law, I believe that
my current understanding of the topic

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-4886603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

judgments contained in the law. He
did that for us, on our behalf.
By keeping all of them perfectly,
Christ redeemed everyone who has
accepted His sacrifice from suffering
the penalty (death) that our law-breaking has incurred.
To be sure, we are still obligated (if
we truly love God) to the principles
behind the law. Thus we should all be
seeking to exhibit the love, compassion and mercy God and Christ have
so abundantly showered on all of us.
Lonnie Hendrix
Fayetteville, Ark.
Hey, singles: Alaska or Caribbean?
Who is interested in a singles-only
cruise for the Feast of Tabernacles?
This would be for all ages 18 and up
and all Sabbath denominations.
We hope the corporates would support their members attending because
all Feast offerings should be mailed in
to each person’s church of choice. I
don’t want money collected at the
Feast because this is a private matter.
The hostility between Sabbath- and
Feast-keeping groups is ridiculous.
Join me in creating a positive individual-focused Feast site full of fellowship, Bible readings, prayer and traditional speakers.
I would like to have a list of speakers
and their subject topics beforehand to
make sure we don’t have any fruitcakes.
Alaskan cruise or Caribbean? Ideally this would be for singles only and
not couples. Young children probably
would not fare well with the adultfocused activities. We need a site just
for singles.
If you phone me, call only after 10
p.m. eastern or on the Sabbath between noon and 4 p.m.
June Narber
junenarber@icloud.com
(919) 349-6425
Nimrod is the context
One of the most important historical and biblical facts we need to
understand is the role of Nimrod
(Genesis 10), the first world dictator,
the founder of Babylon and the Babylonian mystery religion.
His Babylonian, pagan, satanic religion was passed on to all nations
under the names of various male and
female deities.
In Revelation 17:5 Christ warns us

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
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Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

about the modern Babylonian religion:
the mother church and her daughters
now promulgating that Babylonian
religion under the veil of ecumenism.
Beware, lest the wine of that (spiritual) fornication would get us drunk
(Revelation 14:8; 17:1-2; 18:1-3).
We should not fall prey to that religion’s sorceries that deceive all nations (Revelation 18:23).
Sasha Veljic
Novi Sad, Serbia
Just what do you mean One?
Deuteronomy 6:4 is known as the
Shema and clarifies much about God:
who He is, what He is and how we
therefore should understand Him and
worship Him. Here is that scripture:
“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God
is one LORD.”
God wants us to know Him in truth,
and He makes that truth available to us.
In the original Hebrew, Lord in this
verse means “self-existent or eternal.”
So there is only One who can be
reckoned and accepted as the Eternal:
the One who has lived forever and has
never had a beginning of days: not
three who are eternal or two, but He
who is Jehovah, YHVH, Yahweh, the
Father. He alone has lived forever.
So there was a time in the past
when the Father was the only one who
existed: no angels, not 24 elders, no
Christ, no Satan, nothing except
YHVH. He only has lived forever.
Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.
Somebody messed with Jesus’ canon
Does anyone wonder why the Protestants took some books from the
canon in the late 1800s? They were
books Jesus and the apostles had in
their canon. When New Testament
writers spoke of the Scriptures, those
books were among their Scriptures.
The removal of the books is more
dramatic than one might at first think.
If you will notice, no one really
believes the Bible is the Word of God.
Rather, Christians conclude that someone’s interpretation of one or more
Bible verses is the Word of God.
Protestants deleted some of the
books because they were trying to
convince people they were offering all
the rewards of salvation without the
works of faith in their lives.
This required the redefining of the
faith of Christ. Faith could no longer
be something we could not see, definitively define or completely control.
They needed it to become seeable in
the physical world, explainable and
controllable.
The church before the Protestants
had redefined faith in a similar manner. Now it was the Protestants’ turn to
redefine the canon.
By removing books that neither the
Jews nor Christians had previously
dropped, they strove to establish their
authority as the ones with the mantle
from Christ.
When Jesus called Himself the
Truth, His listeners could understand
His claim in the light of 1 Esdras 4.
That chapter might change some
minds as to what Jesus meant when
John quotes Him saying “Before
Abraham was I am.” You might find it
interesting to do a Google search on
that chapter.
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Do we really believe people are
preaching the same truth if they do not
know what Jesus and the apostles
called Scripture?
Phillip Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Ecclesia vs. ekklesia
Regarding whether writers of English should use ecclesia or ekklesia:
Many English words came to us
from Greek via Latin. Ecclesia, to me,
has overtones of the Western church
(primarily the Latin-based RCC); i.e.,
the church that has been established in
the West for nearly two millennia.
The spelling ekklesia, on the other
hand, suggests a going back to the
roots, dispensing with the accretions
the church—and terms such as “ecclesiastical”—has accumulated over the
centuries.
Historically, Catholic countries such
as France, Portugal, Spain, Italy all
use a derivation of the Latin ecclesia
as their word for “church” (église,
igreja, iglesia, chiesa).
Traditionally Protestant countries
such as England and Germany use
derivations of the Greek kyriakos
(“Lord’s”) for their terms: church and
Kirche (cf. Scottish kirk).
Reginald Killingley
Big Sandy, Texas
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Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

“Folks, if you ask
God to move
mountains don’t be
surprised if He
hands you a
shovel!”

United began in 1995 with a wrong turn
The writer was a founder of the
United Church of God an International Association in April and May of
1995. He was later founder of United
Christian Ministries, based in Fort
Wayne, Ind. See other articles about
Mr. Wooten as well as his obituary in
this issue of THE JOURNAL.
A version of the following article, in
which Mr. Wooten relates his memories
of the founding of the United Church of
God, appeared in issue No. 143 of THE
JOURNAL in November 2010.
By Ray Wooten
ORT WAYNE, Ind.—Dear Brethren in the United Church of
God: I have been reading about
the difficulties that you are currently
experiencing [in November 2010] in
the United Church of God.
These problems have grieved me
greatly because I have known many
of you for decades, and I know you

F

must have agonized over the confusion and the lack of love and concern
that many of your “leaders” have
shown for the brethren. Peg and I pray
for you regularly.
The ministers involved in the setting up of UCGAIA were sincere
in their belief of
there being a human government
over the spiritual
organism, which is
the church.
[Because the
UCG split in 2010,
Mr. Wooten’s criticism applies to
Ray Wooten
leaders in the UCG
as well as the newly formed CGWA,
informally known as Cogwa.]
While sincere, they, I believe, were
sincerely wrong. God has not given a
man or a group of men dominion—

governmental authority—over another person’s faith. This fundamental
principle cannot be compromised.
UCG’s beginnings in 1995
I feel I can and should address
some of these issues with you at this
time because I was one of the founding ministers of the UCG at its inception in 1995 and one of the original
members of the board of directors.
So I have a perspective that most of
you, including the elders, do not have.
Since I have been freed from the
prison chains of hierarchical religionists
for more than 15 years, I believe I can
discuss the situation without prejudice.
As an illustration, if a married couple is experiencing difficulties, someone outside the situation can sometimes see things a little more clearly.
For example, a marriage counselor
can advise a couple with observations
See MOST MINISTERS, page 31

We’re richer for having
known a giant of a man

Comfort ye My people, saith your God
The writer has been a member of
God's church since 1975. She lives in
Milton Keynes with her husband,
Lewis. Mrs. McCann receives mail at
100702.2766@compuserve.com.
By Kathleen M. McCann
ILTON KEYNES, England
—I am writing this short
article for JOURNAL readers
to reintroduce myself after a long absence and to introduce a small book I
wrote recently titled Comfort My
People, Saith Your God (Isaiah 40:1).
Between 2002 and 2008 I wrote
several articles for THE JOURNAL,
mostly around the subject of Christian living.
However, in 2007 I had breast cancer and my mother died at the same
time, resulting in a period of withdrawal while I recovered.
Then in September 2009 THE JOURNAL published my article “Though I
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Walk Through the Valley,” where I
expressed how I drew comfort during the early
days of the illness.
Regarding
my health, hopefully I am over
the worst effects
of cancer and
chemotherapy,
although one
can never be
Kathleen McCann
complacent.
Four years in classes
With regard to my book, I started
writing in 2010 following four years in
classes for counselor training. I took
up counselor training because I had
always been interested in the subject
and because I wondered if it might be
beneficial in helping others, especially
the church movement that I had re-

cently belonged to and which had
since suffered from major disruption.
The descriptive text that is printed
on the back cover of the book reads as
follows:
Major cause of distress
“In an age of human distress and
alienation, this book seeks to establish that the major cause is found in
the breakdown of relationships between people.
“Drawing on experience and research done by psychotherapists such
as Erik Erikson, Abraham Maslow,
John Bowlby, Donald Winnicott, Sue
Gerhardt and Sarah Litvinoff, and
placing this understanding within a
biblical context, the author has
achieved a relatively short and readable work.
“Spending some years in classes
for Counsellor Training, the author
See COMFORT, page 6

Some people misrepresented Ray Wooten
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—After months
of dealing with cancer, my friend
Ray Wooten died on Sunday,
Feb. 9, 2014. His funeral was in Fort
Wayne, Ind., on Thursday, Feb. 13.
It is not always possible to attend
funerals of people you love, but I was
able to wedge time into my schedule
to attend the funeral and pay my respects to the Wooten family.

B

To the grandchildren
When the family asked me to share
recollections at the funeral, I designed
my comments for the grandchildren. I
wanted them to hear some stories
about their grandfather.
Ray shared with me his feelings
about his love for God, family and
friends. He was a man who enjoyed
life. While he loved to talk about the
Bible, he would also talk with me
about a wide range of subjects. His
favorite sports topic was golf.
I greatly appreciated his humor. He
enjoyed telling jokes. But he was gifted
at telling stories. If you ever saw him
together with people like Dennis Mouland (a mutual friend from Arizona),
your side would hurt from the constant
reaction to Ray’s infectious humor.
Visionary thinking
It is sad to me that Ray Wooten
went to his grave with some people
having a wrong perspective about him.

I don’t believe it generally bothered leaders were threatened by Ray’s vision.
him. He seemed interested in pleasing
Ray had learned more about perGod. Ray had great support from his sonal freedom in Christ.
family and some close friends.
Ray had learned more about helpNevertheless, peoing other people find that
ple had a wrong perfreedom in Christ.
spective about him.
Ray had learned to avoid
Someone could
seeking to control other
ask: What are some
people. Some would-be
leaders are still much inreasons for that?
terested in controlling their
It is my perspecfollowers.
tive that Ray had visionary thinking
They did not want Ray’s
among the Church
worldview to penetrate
of God.
their religious organizaIn my eulogy I
tions. Therefore they chose
specifically used the
to paint Ray in a negative
phrase “among the
light. (I didn’t focus on
Church of God.”
their motive at the funeral
Ray and Peggy as newlyweds
For the record,
because I didn’t think it
many of Ray’s views of life are well was the time or the place.)
known and well practiced by many
people who walk the face of this earth. Inner regrets
I don’t recall Ray ever saying that he
In their quiet moments I suppose
invented his worldview.
some of those people regret their acBut a portion of religious people tions toward Ray. However, I do not
(including in the Church of God) are expect people to publicly renounce
myopic in their worldview.
their improper thoughts and actions
toward Ray.
Encouraging freedom
It is my perspective that Ray did not
So, when a broader worldview is need any public expression of regret. It
introduced to shortsighted people, it is my perspective that Ray did not need
can be hard for them to see and under- any private apology from anyone.
It is my perspective that Ray was
stand.
I believe that happened among the genuinely convicted of an improved
approach that he was willing to share
Church of God.
Many people could not comprehend with others.
As I said earlier, I thought it was
the principles Ray sought to explain,
sad that people didn’t understand him
no matter how simple they were.
Another factor was at work. Some or appreciate him more.
I wanted his grandchildren to know.
who viewed themselves as religious

The writer and his wife, Nancy,
live in Big Sandy and attend the
Church of God International. Write
Mr. White at wdwhite49@yahoo.com.
By Wesley White
IG SANDY, Texas—I first
met Ray Wooten at the Feast
of Tabernacles in Gatlinburg,
Tenn., in 1996. Ray and United
Christian Ministries provided excellent Feast sites over the years. The
sites maximized service
and teaching.
When brethren attended a
UCM Feast
site, they experienced great
fellowship and
peace.
In the past
18 years I kept Wesley White
the Feast of
Tabernacles 15 times with Ray.

B

Fun to phone
I used to enjoy phoning Ray on a
regular basis. He always loved to
talk about God’s Word.
Any time I called him he would
say something like: “I have been reading the following passages and they
have really inspired me. Tell me what
you think of my conclusions.”
We would then proceed to spend
the rest of the evening going over
those scriptures and what God would
have us learn from them.
Ray never wasted my time
After a long discussion he would
say, “But you didn’t call me to talk
about all this.”
I would reply, “That’s exactly
why I called you: to talk to you
about the most important things in
the world, Bible teachings.”
Never once did Ray waste my
time talking about politics, sports or
pop culture.
I was constantly learning from
Ray. When Nancy and I last visited
Ray and Peg in December 2013, he
was close to death, but he was unbowed. He refused to give up learning from the Scriptures.
Even during that difficult time of
ill health, he wanted to talk about
what he had just studied.
May love be with you
I learned so many important things
from him. He would tell me things
like:
“The most powerful force in
the universe is love. If we accept and
embrace God’s love, it will remove
so many of the problems that we

face in our daily lives and in the
church.”
“There is nothing wrong with
you and me not being in complete
agreement on every aspect of Scripture. In fact, if we are in perfect
agreement on everything then one of
us is redundant and doesn’t need to
be here anymore.”
“We love the annual high days,
and, while you can’t prove God’s
plan of salvation from the high days,
these days certainly help us connect
the dots. The annual high days give
us a clearer picture of how God’s
coming Kingdom will bring an end
to this age.”
“Don’t get all hung up on our
old obsession with the rod of iron
being used to clobber sinners in the
world tomorrow.
“In the world tomorrow not only
will we have God’s Spirit, but Satan’s influence will be eliminated.
Once those two things happen, there
will be very little need for a rod of
iron to force people to obey God.
“You have His Spirit right now.
Do you need a rod of iron to make
you obey God and His laws?
“Of course you don’t. You obey
God because you love Him and because His Holy Spirit leads you to
obey His laws. God’s love will be predominant in the Kingdom of God.”
Great advice on church matters
Ray was like a father to me. He
gave me great advice in so many
church matters.
He was experienced and seasoned
and had so much wisdom. He was a
successful father and husband who
loved his family.
As a result, his family loved and
respected him immensely. For this
reason he was more than qualified to
dispense advice in family matters.
Serving, giving, sharing
Ray had no desire to rule in the
church. He refused to be looked at as
a leader. Instead, he made it clear
that his calling was to serve and to
give and to share.
Some might point out that Ray’s
ministry was not a huge organization with big bank accounts. But that
is not the measure of a true servant
of God. Jesus said the one identifier
that we are His would be if we have
love for one another.
Ray had love for God’s Word, for
his family, for the ekklesia and for
those in the world who need God’s
saving grace.
A giant of a man has exited the
world’s stage. As Ray Wooten sleeps
with his fathers, the church is a little
poorer for his passing.
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To kill a lamb takes time, therefore 14th Passover impossible

The writer, born in South Africa in
1943, was a pastor in the Worldwide
Church of God for many years. Mr.
Botha graduated from the Bricket
Wood, England, campus of Ambassador College in 1967. He lives with his
wife, Helen, in a suburb of Dallas.
By Daniel Botha
OCKWALL, Texas—How long
does it take to slaughter a lamb?
I have slaughtered or helped to
slaughter a number of lambs, sheep or
goats and I know one thing: It takes
time.
First you have to use a sharp knife
to slit the throat, then hold the animal
as you drain the blood into a receptacle.
Then, with the animal lying on its
back, you skin it by cutting the skin
around each
leg, slit the
skin down
the inside of
the leg to the
middle of the
animal, then
slit the skin
from the
throat to the
anus.
Then you
proceed to remove the skin Daniel Botha
by cutting it
away from the flesh, then using your
fist to separate the skin from the
body.

R

Everyone helped
Our family used to skin the animal
with the whole family standing around
our large kitchen table, with everyone
helping.
Now for the fun part. You have to
gut the animal by cutting a slit down
the stomach wall and pulling the innards out.
The King James Version of the
Bible uses the cute word purtenance
(which I am sure few readers ever
looked up). Purtenance means that
which pertains to.
You take your sharp knife and slit
open the belly carefully so you don’t
puncture the stomach or the intestines
and you remove all the innards.
If you are not careful and you
puncture the stomach or intestines,
you will spill undigested or semidigested excrement all over yourself
and the meat and you will have to
clean up the mess.
The real fun part is to clean the
innards: the offal (from the Dutch for
“that which falls off”), which includes
the heart, lungs, liver and a few other
odds and ends that just need to be
rinsed off and checked for blemishes;
and the stomach, which, of course,
needs to be sliced open and the contents removed and the stomach
washed and the inside of it scraped.
You also need to clean the intestines.
Forget not the intestines
We children had the task to clean
the intestines. One can clean them by
slicing them open and then washing
them thoroughly under running water,
but then you lose a valuable resource:
natural casing for sausage.
So, instead of slicing them, you
stretch the end of the intestine open,
and let water run into it, then you put
it to your mouth and blow! You do that
often enough till water runs through
the intestine clearly.
Only when you have finished all
these tasks are the lamb and all the
innards ready for roasting.
Clear Passover instruction
I realize that none of this may appeal to those of you who have never
slaughtered an animal and buy your
meat neatly wrapped in plastic at the
supermarket or butcher and may never
even have seen some of the innards, let
alone tried to eat them.
But the instruction for the Passover
was clear: “Do not eat [the lamb] raw,
nor boiled at all with water, but roasted in fire—its head with its legs and its
entrails” (Exodus 20:9).
Surely, if you have never slaughtered an animal and prepared it for
roasting, you should try to imagine

How important is it really?

H

ow important is it to know the
exact sequence of events of
the Passover in Exodus 12, or
the exact events that led to the crucifixion of Jesus as recounted in the
Gospels?
Surely the knowledge that the
killing of the Passover lambs led to
Israel’s deliverance and the fact that
“Christ our Passover was sacrificed
for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7) is what is
really important.
Armed with that basic knowledge,
the saints of God have served Him
through the centuries.
One is reminded of Jesus’ words to
the scholars of His day when He said:
“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint
and anise and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the
law: justice and mercy and faith”
(Matthew 23:23).
Calculating exactly
They were careful in calculating
exactly how tithes had to be paid, yet
neglected justice, mercy and faith: the
weightier matters.
Likewise we can argue about intricacies of events, yet miss the boat on
hungering and thirsting for righteousness. We can strain at gnats, then try

what it all entrails—sorry, entails.
What about a baked lamb’s head?
Meat of a baked lamb’s head is delicious, surpassed only by the meat off a
lamb’s neck.
It takes time
My question at the beginning was
how long does it take to slaughter a
lamb. The answer: It takes time.
Being slightly out of practice now, I
would allow myself an hour. When
our family did it, we did it in half an
hour.
Do not think that the Passover lambs
were tiny newborn lambs the size of a
chicken. That would only prove your
ignorance of shepherding.
Animals in nature give birth midspring to early summer, for the simple
reason that that is when there is new
soft growth in the pastures. Animals
are not so dumb as to have their babies
in the hot summer, fall or winter when
there is little to eat.

to swallow a few spiritual camels on
which we could choke.
For 40 years the Radio, then Worldwide, Church of God (WCG) kept
Pentecost on the “wrong” day, on a
Monday instead of a Sunday.
All other Christian churches kept
Pentecost on a Sunday. Then the WCG
changed the day on which it kept Pentecost from a Monday to a Sunday.
Was the Radio/Worldwide Church of
God cursed because for 40 years it kept
Pentecost on the wrong day? Hardly.
Now we have many Churches of
God, all claiming to be true Churches
of God. Are they still willing to look
at the Scriptures and correct wrongs?
Are they still willing to be teachable?
“The way of a fool is right in his
own eyes, but he who heeds counsel
is wise” (Proverbs 12:15).
One can claim to be right, one can
claim to have “the truth,” but it is the
one who is teachable who is truly wise.
Many years ago I was talking to a
Jew about the New Testament, which
he had read several times. I explained
to him how Jesus ate the Passover on
the evening of the 14th of Nissan, not
the evening of the 15th, when the
Jews ate it.
I tried to point out to him that the
Jews were wrong.

Pretty stupid
He looked me straight in the eye,
paused, and said, “You really are pretty stupid, aren’t you?”
I was taken aback but consoled myself with the thought that I had the
truth. It did not occur to me then that it
really was pretty stupid to think that
Jesus and His disciples could have, as
the sun went down on Nissan 14,
slaughtered a lamb, skinned it, dressed
it, then roasted it with the innards and
then sat down at evening to eat the
Passover.
How important is it to understand
the exact sequence of events of the
Exodus or the exact sequence of
events that led to the crucifixion?

fine Sabbath-evening meal cooked by
yours truly, Oupa (Afrikaans or Dutch
for grandpa).

per Jesus had with His disciples before
He died is customarily referred to as
the Last Supper.)
Notice the scriptures that show us
when Jesus and His disciples entered
the Upper Room:
When evening had come He sat
down with the twelve (Matthew
26:20).
In the evening He came with the
twelve (Mark 14:17).
When the hour had come He sat
down and the twelve apostles with
Him (Luke 22:14).

Even modern chickens take time
I do not slaughter the chicken and
pluck it (though I did many of them
years ago when we had our own chickens). I just unwrap the supermarketbought bird, rinse it, stuff it with a nice
breadcrumbs-and-herb mixture and put
it in our modern preheated electric oven.
It is easy, but it still takes time. I
know I have to have the chicken in the
oven by 3 p.m. if we will eat just after
sunset when sunset is at about 6
o’clock.
Especially our American friends
will be more familiar with roasting a
turkey. Is Thanksgiving really Thanksgiving without a turkey? How long
does it take to roast a turkey? Hours.
So, even though it may not be our
custom to slaughter a lamb, dress it for
roasting and then roast it “with the

What’s important
It is not very important. However,
it is important to be teachable, to be
willing to change when proved
wrong, and it helps not to look stupid
by stubbornly hanging onto an explanation that makes no sense and then
proclaim, “We have the truth!”
Truly, as the apostle Paul later
wrote, “For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). That is what’s important.
—Daniel Botha

Don’t even suggest that
It will be at sunset on the 14th of
Nissan when members of the Churches of God will gather in their locations
around the world to partake of the
Lord’s Supper. They will do it because
that is when Jesus and His disciples
gathered in the Upper Room.
There is no indication that it was at
11 p.m. or near midnight. To even sug-

My friends Jerold Aust and Bill Bradford both acknowledged
they had no idea how to answer the question.
So a “lamb . . . without blemish, a
male of the first year . . . from the
sheep or from the goats” (Exodus
12:5) would have been, maybe, nine to
11 months old.
That it could have been a sizable
lamb is clear from the instruction that,
“if the household is too small for the
lamb, let him and his neighbor next to
his house take it according to the number of the persons” (verse 4).
Households could share the lamb,
and households were much larger in
those days than they are today in our
Western societies.
Roasting the lamb
I know from experience that roasting a whole lamb for a number of
guests is a delight.
How long does it take to roast a
whole lamb? Hours! And that is if one
does it without the innards. Add the
innards to the mix and to roast a lamb
will take several hours.
Because most may have never tried
to roast a lamb, let us start with something easier to visualize: a chicken.
It is custom in our family to have a
stuffed roast chicken with baked potatoes for our Friday-evening meal.
My wife and I, our daughter Lois
and son-in-law Tim and our wonderful
three grandchildren sit around our
large dining-room table and have a

entrails thereof,” we should be able to
agree on one thing: It would take several hours.
If anyone disagrees, we could invite
him over, maybe onto a friend’s farm,
buy a lamb, build a nice barbecue fire,
then hand the doubter a sharp knife,
click on a stopwatch and shout “Go!”
Maybe then and only then will he
realize that the simple instruction to
slaughter the Passover lamb, and then
roast it till it was well done (Exodus
12:9), would have taken several hours.
Why write about this? I’m writing it
so we can have a better understanding
and appreciation of the Passover.
The Lord’s Supper
This year, like every other year, on
the evening of the 14th of Nissan according to the Hebrew calendar most
members of the Churches of God will
assemble to partake of the Lord’s
Supper.
We know this was the evening of (the
evening before) the Preparation Day
(John 19:42), the evening of Nissan 14
according to the Hebrew calendar.
The Gospel accounts are clear as to
when Jesus and the disciples entered
the Upper Room for the Last Supper.
(Nowhere in the New Testament is
this supper referred to as the Last
Supper, but all, except the obstinate or
obtuse, would realize that the last sup-

gest that would be preposterous.
Most ministers or group leaders who
will conduct a Lord’s Supper service
will, no doubt, remind their groups that
this was the time that Jesus gathered
with His disciples in the Upper Room
on that fateful night in which He was
betrayed and later arrested, and even
that then led to His crucifixion.
Some may say, as many have said
and as I said in the past, “This is the
evening Jesus sat down with His disciples to eat the Passover lamb.”
Except that that is totally impossible!
I have should have known
For many years I kept the Lord’s
Supper with the people of God and
thought Jesus and the disciples ate the
Passover lamb that evening.
Why I never realized that that was
impossible I do not know. I should
have known better. How many lambs
had I slaughtered or help slaughter?
How many lambs had I roasted?
There was no way Jesus and the
disciples could have gathered as the
sun was setting, then slaughtered a
lamb (which could be slaughtered only
on “the fourteenth day” of Nissan,
Exodus 12:6), skinned, gutted and
cleaned it, then roasted it, then sat
down to eat it just after sunset. That is
just impossible.
Amazingly, most people outside of

the Churches of God understand this.
Any Bible commentary will show you
that Jesus and the disciples could not
have eaten the Passover lamb on that
evening.
However, somehow people in the
Churches of God cannot see this. They
cannot seem to understand how Jesus
and His disciples could not have
slaughtered, skinned, gutted and
cleaned, then roasted the Passover
lamb starting at sunset and have had it
ready for eating just after sunset.
We read in Matthew 26: “And as
they were eating, Jesus took bread,
blessed and broke it, and gave it to the
disciples and said, ‘Take, eat; this is
My body.’ Then He took the cup, and
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it, all of you. For this
is My blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for many for the remission of sins’ ” (verses 26-28).
Saying the impossible
The evening of the 14th is the evening on which the people of God have
traditionally always commemorated
the death of Jesus because that was the
evening Jesus sat down in the Upper
Room with His disciples.
However, to say that on that evening at sunset Jesus and His disciples
slaughtered a lamb, skinned and dressed
it, then roasted it, and then ate the
Passover lamb shortly after sunset is to
say something that’s impossible.
No idea how to answer
I have written some of my friends,
and others, in the major Churches of
God and asked them the simple question: “How could Jesus and His disciples have slaughtered a lamb at sunset,
skinned, cleaned and dressed it, and
then roasted it, and then eaten ‘when
evening had come’?”
Most have ignored my writing. My
friends Jerold Aust, a writer for the
United Church of God’s magazine The
Good News, and Bill Bradford, a member of the UCG doctoral team and
church board, both acknowledged they
had no idea how to answer the question.
Another prominent writer of the
UCG wrote, “Some of our members in
South America proved that it could be
done.”
We know something about sheep
I wrote back and asked him how
they proved it and why he had not
asked sheep farmers in Australia, New
Zealand or South Africa to try to prove
it. He had no answer.
My wife and I spent time on a sheep
station in her native Australia. We
know something about sheep. Everything about sheep takes time. It takes
time to herd them, shear them, clean
their behinds so the blowflies don’t lay
their eggs there.
It takes time to help little lambs find
their mothers when a mob of sheep has
scattered.
It takes time to slaughter and roast a
lamb. If you don’t believe it, just try to
do it.
There comes a time when one realizes one cannot prove anything to
someone who totally believes he is
right no matter what.
Raymond realized
Our late dear friend Raymond McNair, writing on the subject of the
Passover, concluded that Jesus and His
disciples sat down to eat the Passover
“at midnight.”
At least Raymond realized there was
a problem with our traditional explanation, though it is impossible to fit all the
events that happened that night into the
time between midnight and “when
morning came” and “they led Him
away and delivered Him to Pontius
Pilate the governor” (Matthew 27:1-2).
Jesus and His disciples did not sit
down to eat at midnight. As we read in
Matthew 26:20, “when evening had
come, He sat down with the twelve.”
What is the answer to this dilemma?
The answer to how Jesus and the
disciples could have slaughtered the
Passover lamb, skinned, then dressed,
then roasted it on that evening is easy.
Jesus and the disciples did not eat the
Passover lamb on that evening!
What is the proof? Nowhere is the
See WINE AND BREAD, page 5
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Wine and bread fitting on the 14th, but that’s not Passover
Continued from page 4

Passover lamb mentioned that evening.
We do not find it on the table. It is not
there. That Jesus and His disciples had
every intention of eating the Passover
lamb that year is obvious. It does not
matter which Gospel writer we read.
The story is always similar. Here’s one:
“Then came the Day of Unleavened
Bread, when the Passover must be
killed. And He sent Peter and John,
saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover
for us, that we may eat.’
“So they said to Him, ‘Where do
You want us to prepare?’
“And He said to them, ‘Behold, when
you have entered the city, a man will
meet you carrying a pitcher of water;
follow him into the house which he
enters. Then you shall say to the master
of the house, “The Teacher says to you,
‘Where is the guest room where I may
eat the Passover with My disciples?’ ”
Then he will show you a large, furnished upper room; there make ready.’
“So they went and found it just as
He had said to them, and they prepared
the Passover” (Luke 22:7-13).
All was ready
In that society, as in present-day
peasant societies, it would have been
unusual to see a man carrying a pitcher of water. The disciples followed
him and arranged for “the Teacher” to
eat the Passover with His disciples.
All the preparations for the Passover had been made. Were they made
for a different Passover from that
which the Jews kept?
Some have assumed that the Jews
kept “a wrong Passover,” but what is
the evidence?
The New Testament record in time
sequence (excluding John 1:1, which
deals with a different subject) starts
with: “There was in the days of Herod,
the king of Judea, a certain priest
named Zacharias, of the division of
Abijah. His wife was of the daughters
of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth” (Luke 1:5).
We meet Zacharias, the father of
John the Baptist.
The Jews’ Passover
What Passover would Zacharias, a
priest who served in the temple, have
kept other than the Jews’ Passover? Is
there any indication that this righteous
couple, Zacharias the priest and his
wife, Elizabeth, kept a different Passover? Not at all.
What about Simeon, a just and
devout man who had the Holy Spirit?
(Luke 2:25). Is there any indication
that he would have kept a different
Passover? None.
What about “Anna, a prophetess,
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher . . . of a great age, and had lived
with a husband seven years from her
virginity . . . a widow of about eightyfour years, who did not depart from
the temple, but served God with fastings and prayers night and day”?
(verse 36-37).
Did she keep a different Passover
from that kept by the Jews? Of course
not.
What about Joseph and Mary, the
parents of Jesus, who, “went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the
Passover”? (verse 41).
“And when He was twelve years
old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast”
(verse 42).
Was this a different Feast of the
Passover from the one the Jews kept?
Of course not.
Never once did Jesus tell them
In the New Testament is there anywhere we find Jesus telling the Jews
they were keeping the wrong Passover?
He told the Jewish leaders many of
their faults, sometimes forcefully, as
we read in Matthew 23, but never once
do we find Him telling them they were
keeping a wrong Passover.
Did John the Baptist or any other of
the disciples of Jesus, or the apostle
Paul later, tell the Jews that they were
keeping the wrong Passover?
No! In fact, the apostle John, in the
last Gospel, wrote about the evening on
which Jesus sat with His disciples in
the Upper Room and said, “Now before

the Feast of the Passover” (John 13:1).
John could only be referring to the
Jews’ Passover. Yet he never said it
was a wrong Passover.
The killing of the Passover lambs
The Jewish Talmud (and any other
authority you may wish to check)
clearly shows the Passover lambs were
killed by the priests at the temple starting at the ninth hour (about 3 o’clock).
They were killed at the temple because God said they must be killed at
the temple.
When the Passover lambs were
originally killed in Exodus 12, they
were slaughtered at the homes of the
Israelites.
Would have been illegal
However, when Moses reiterated
the law of God to the new generation
of Israelites in Deuteronomy just before they entered the Promised Land,
we read:
“You may not sacrifice the Passover
within any of your gates which the
LORD your God gives you; but at the
place where the LORD your God
chooses to make His name abide, there
you shall sacrifice the Passover at twilight, at the going down of the sun, at
the time you came out of Egypt” (Deuteronomy 16:5-6).
It would have been illegal—according to the law of God—for Jesus and
the disciples to have killed a Passover
lamb at the house with the Upper
Room.
The Jewish authorities were looking for an excuse to kill Jesus. What if
they found Jesus and the disciples killing a Passover lamb at the house with
the Upper Room instead of at the temple? Jesus and the disciples could immediately have been arrested and sentenced, possibly to death.
At the time of the New Testament
the Passover lambs were slaughtered
at the temple in Jerusalem starting at
the ninth hour. What else happened
that ninth hour? We read:
“Now from the sixth hour until the
ninth hour there was darkness over all
the land. And about the ninth hour
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?’ that
is, ‘My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?’ ” (Matthew 27:45-46).
“So when Jesus had received the
sour wine, He said, ‘It is finished!’

The apostle Paul, who, as “a Pharisee, the son of a Pharisee” (Acts 23:6),
“concerning the righteousness which is
in the law, blameless” (Philippians 3:6),
would no doubt have been right there
when the Passover lambs were being
killed while Jesus died on the cross.
We can imagine what came to Paul’s
mind when he later wrote, “Christ our
Passover was sacrifice for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). Would Paul not have
remembered that he was at the temple
watching the slaughter of the lambs
while the Savior of mankind was
killed outside the city walls?
Amazingly, when Paul
writes about the
Passover and the
Lord’s Supper in
1 Corinthians, He
calls Christ our
Passover.
When in 1 Corinthians 11 he gives instructions, he calls it
the Lord’s Supper, not
the Passover.
Jesus instituted the
Lord’s Supper
In verses 23-26 we
read, “For I received
from the Lord that
which I also delivered to
you: that the Lord Jesus on the same
night in which He was betrayed took
bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said, ‘Take, eat; this is
My body which is broken for you; do
this in remembrance of Me.’ ”
Not once does Paul say “during
Passover” or any words to that effect.
Why not?
Paul does not call it the Passover for
the simple reason that Jesus instituted
the Lord’s Supper on the evening
“before the Feast of the Passover,” as
John clearly wrote in John 13:1.
What about Luke 22:15?
Some may ask, ‘What about Luke
22:15?” This verse surely contradicts
everything I have written above.
If it does, it still does not answer
how Jesus and His disciples could
have killed a lamb, skinned it, cleaned
and dressed it and then roasted it till it
was well done, all so that when “the

Disciples didn’t yet understand
In the Companion Bible’s comment
on Luke 22:15, E.W. Bullinger states
that the last supper Christ and the disciples ate was “not the eating of the
Lamb, but the Chagigah or feast which
preceded it . . .” (page 1500).
He explains that “it follows, therefore, that the Lord being crucified on
‘the preparation day’ could not have
eaten of the Passover lamb, which was
not slain until the evening of the 14th
of Nissan (i.e., afternoon) . . . Thus it
is clear, that . . . no ‘Passover lamb’
could have been eaten at the ‘last supper’ on the previous evening” (Appendix 156, page 180).
When people have
prepared for something important,
like a wedding
or bar-mitzvah,
it is custom to
have a supper
before the event.
All the preparations for the
killing of the
Passover lamb
the next day had
been made.
To all intents
and purposes the
disciples would have
thought they would eat the
Passover lamb with Christ the next
night, just as all the other Jews were
going to do.
They still did not understand that
their Master and friend would be
killed.
Simply impossible
The simplest of all evidence that
Jesus and the disciples did not eat the
Passover lamb at the Last Supper is
that it was impossible for Jesus and the
disciples to have gathered together as
the sun went down on Nissan 14, then
slaughtered a lamb (which could have
been slaughtered only on the 14th),
skinned and cleaned and dressed it for
roasting, then roasted it, all in time to
eat when they entered the Upper
Room in the evening.
Not saying COG practice is wrong
There is nothing wrong with the
practice of the Churches of God to partake of the Lord’s Supper on the
evening of (before) the 14th of Nissan.

At the ninth hour, at the same time that the priests started
slaughtering the Passover lambs at the temple, outside the city
walls the Lamb of God Jesus of Nazareth died on the cross.
And bowing His head, He gave up His
spirit” (John 19:30).
“One of the soldiers [had] pierced
His side with a spear, and immediately
blood and water came out” (verse 34).
At the ninth hour, at the same time
that the priests started slaughtering
the Passover lambs at the temple in
Jerusalem, outside the city walls the
Lamb of God Jesus of Nazareth died
on the cross!

evening had come” Jesus sat down
with His disciples in the Upper Room.
Let us look at this verse in context:
“When the hour had come, [Jesus]
sat down, and the twelve apostles with
Him. Then He said to them, ‘With fervent desire I have desired to eat this
Passover with you before I suffer; for I
say to you, I will no longer eat of it
until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of
God’ ” (Luke 22:14-16).

No significance? Ha!
An anonymous writer (who did not
put his name to the E-mail) from the
Living Church of God (LCG) wrote to
me, “There is no significance to Jesus
having died at the ninth hour.”
What a statement to make! I think it
would be easier for me to say there is
no significance to the existence of the
Living Church of God than to say that
there was no significance to Jesus having died at the ninth hour.
Why did Matthew, the Levite, in his
Gospel account clearly state that Jesus
died at the ninth hour?

Jesus knew He was going to die
At the point in time when Jesus uttered these words Judas had left the
Upper Room and gone to the enemy to
arrange for Jesus to be arrested.
Jesus knew He was going to die.
There was no way He could then keep
the Passover with His disciples that
year. He knew He would be dead. Every Bible commentary acknowledges
this. Ferrar Fenton translates this verse:
“And He said to them: ‘I have longingly desired to eat this Passover with
you before My suffering; however, I
tell you that I shall not eat of it, until it
can be administered in the Kingdom of
God’ ” (The Holy Bible in Modern
English).
This is the only sense that can be
made of what Jesus said. His desire was
to eat the Passover with the disciples,
but He was killed before He could, and
He will not eat of it until He eats it with
His disciples in the Kingdom.

Paul calls Christ our Passover
Jesus of Nazareth, the Lamb of
God, died at exactly the same time that
the Jews started slaughtering the Passover lambs, as they had done from the
time that Ezra reinstituted the Passover in Jerusalem after the Jews had
returned to rebuild the temple and the
city (see Ezra 6:19-22).

That is exactly when Jesus introduced
the symbols of His body and blood:
the bread and wine.
The bread had to be unleavened for
the simple reason that no Jew would
have taken leavened bread into a room
that had been prepared for the Passover, and, of course, the more-profound reason that Jesus’ body had no
sin in it.
What has been wrong in the
Churches of God is our explanation.
To sit, on the evening of the Lord’s
Supper, and say, “This is the evening
Jesus and His disciples sat down to eat
the Passover,” is wrong and, frankly,
ridiculous. Talk to any sheep farmer.
He will tell you how ridiculous it is.
What about the Samaritans?
Years ago I heard a minister of the
Worldwide Church of God say the Samaritans kept the “correct Passover.”
You may have heard a similar comment. Is that true?
In more than 40 years of research I
have never found proof of this. What I
have found, from the clear biblical account, is that the Samaritans are not
the people to go to for truth.
Jesus told the Samaritan woman,
“You worship what you do not know;
we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews” (John 4:22).
Who, according to the words of
Jesus, was right: the Jews or the Samaritans? The answer is obvious.
Later the apostle Paul wrote, “What
advantage then has the Jew, or what is

the profit of circumcision? Much in
every way! Chiefly because to them
were committed the oracles of God”
(Romans 3:1-2).
The oracles—the divine pronouncements—of God, Paul said, were given
to the Jews.
What about the Galileans?
I also heard and read, as you may
have, that “the Galileans kept the correct Passover.” I have looked for proof
of that. I have asked writers for proof of
that. I have found and received none.
Imagine that in Galilee they kept
the “correct Passover” while the Jews
in Judea kept the “incorrect Passover.”
Then why did Joseph and Mary, then
Jesus and His disciples, all travel
down to Judea to keep the Passover?
Would it not have been better to stay in
Galilee, where they were supposedly
keeping the correct Passover?
At times we make statements because we have heard others make
those statements without stopping to
think what we are saying.
Joseph and Mary, then Jesus and the
disciples, went to Jerusalem to keep
the Passover. At times it is referred to
as the Jews’ Passover. The Passover
the Jews kept is never—and I mean
never—called “the wrong or incorrect
Passover.”
Will anyone change?
Will anyone change his explanation
that Jesus and the disciples ate the
Passover lamb on the evening of the
Last Supper because it is obviously
wrong?
Some already have. Some ministers
in the Churches of God have long realized that Jesus and His disciples could
not have eaten the Passover lamb that
night. However, only time will tell
whether others will correct this simple
mistake in their teaching.
Every time I have written on this
subject I have felt the need to include
something the late Herbert W. Armstrong, our dear friend and father in the
faith, the man who performed my
wife’s and my wedding, wrote in his
autobiography about his time of fellowship with the Church of God
(Seventh Day) in Eugene, Ore., and his
search for for the true Church of God:
“Early in this three-and-a-half-year
period, between 1927 and 1930, I decided to try a dual test to help settle
the question of whether this [the
church he was fellowshipping with]
was, in actual fact, the true Church of
God.
“The Church is merely the sum
total of its members. By the one Spirit
of God we are each baptized, or put
into, the true Church (I Cor. 12:13).
Jesus promised that when we receive
the Holy Spirit, His Spirit shall guide
us into all truth—not merely part of it
(John 16:13).
“But no person can receive all truth
instantaneously. The human mind receives knowledge gradually. The child
of God must grow in the knowledge of
our Lord (II Peter 3:18).
“Also he must have the spirit of
repentance, always ready and willing to
acknowledge error and to turn from it.
The Scriptures are profitable for reproof
and correction, as well as instruction in
knowledge new to us. And God corrects
every son He loves (Heb. 12:6).
“Now it was a simple truism that if
each individual member of the Church
must be growing in the knowledge of
God, constantly overcoming, being
corrected, and eliminating error, then
all the members together, which form
the church, must also be constantly
willing to confess error and eliminate
it, and to accept that which is ‘new
light’ from God’s Word to the Church.
“I knew of no church or sect or denomination that had ever publicly
confessed error or embraced new
truth. Yet, plainly, this would be a test
of the true Church” (The Autobiography of Herbert W Armstrong, Vol.
1, page 360).
The church Mr. Armstrong was attending had the name Church of God.
It kept the Sabbath, yet it refused to
admit error.
Jesus, in His letter to the church in
Sardis in the book of Revelation, said,
“You have a name that you are alive,
See WHAT IS MORE, page 6
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Ray Wooten at 9 began 21 years as member of gospel quartets
Continued from page 1

a God-given responsibility and talent
to teach God’s way of life. I do not
have the ability or the desire or commission to enforce God’s way of life
on anybody.”
He did feel a responsibility, he said,
to teach an understanding of the Bible
message that he believed was God’s
will for God’s people.
But, even if his listeners didn’t
agree with it, “I still treat them as if
they are okay,” he said, “because Christ
died for us when we were in that condition ourselves. Ultimately we are all
brothers through and in Christ.”
Who’s on track
He mentioned during the interview
that allowing people to find their own
way, to make their own decisions, is as
important—maybe more important—
as teaching them correct doctrines.
“I don’t know of anybody who has
all the doctrines right,” he said. “If
doctrines were salvation, there would
be no possibility of salvation.
“In fact, I don’t believe there’s even
a Test Commandment.”
No Test Commandment? Mr. Wooten didn’t believe the Fourth Commandment was the proper litmus test
to determine who’s on track and
who’s not?
“Right. I don’t believe any one Commandment is the test. I think the attitude and the spirit are the test, and we
will grow in God’s way of life. All of

serve, we don’t just observe them as
days. We observe them for what they
picture. The important thing is they
picture salvation not only for me but
for all of my fellowman.”
Jesus, he said, stands as the “personification” of everything God inspired to be written in the law and the
prophets.
“That means the whole Old Testament, by the way. He doesn’t mean
just the Ten Commandments or certain prophets. He means everything in
the Old Testament.
“I believe He even includes the
writings of David and so on. Christ is
the ultimate fulfillment, the personification, of all of these things.”
Self-fulfilling prophecy
In earlier years Mr. Wooten frequently predicted that any specific Church
of God ministry would decrease in
size as it aged. THE JOURNAL wondered
if he believed time and events validated him as a prophet in that regard.
“I have based that prediction on
what I’ve observed. It’s a prophecy, I
guess.
“But it’s a self-fulfilling prophecy.
“By that I mean that we sow the
seeds of our own negative growth by
our approach to evangelizing.
“The church corporations and organizations are trying to build. They
evangelize to try to get people in their
church.
“But true evangelism is trying to get

primary purpose of the Sabbath is to
picture the state of total peace and
total—just total—life and the state
that God lives in.
“That’s why it’s so important for us
to observe the Sabbath—not because
of the time element, but it gives us an
opportunity to stop and really consider and, you know, even meditate on
the fact that this is God’s life.”
Instrument of peace
Mr. Wooten tries to function as an
“instrument of God’s peace,” he said.
“You see, I even love those people who
don’t like what I’m doing, who hate
me, who say I’m out here on my own.
“But I’m not on my own. My Father and my Lord and Savior are with
me all the time. They live with me
through the Holy Spirit.”
The churches aren’t God’s church
A man called Mr. Wooten in 2009
to say he’d just left one of the splinter
groups and wanted to check out Mr.
Wooten’s United Christian Ministries
as a possibility for a ministry to support and associate with.
“Do you believe in a headquarters
and a head of God’s church?” he
asked Mr. Wooten.
Mr. Wooten’s response: “I said, yes,
I do, and I believe that He’s with us
wherever we are. He is Jesus the
Christ. He is the one who was Jesus.
He’s Messiah, and He’s with the Father, and I believe the church is a spir-

‘The present moment, the now, is all we have. Tomorrow,
when it comes, is now. Yesterday, when it was here, was now.
God has never lived in the past or the future. He is now.’
God’s commandments are important,
for they express God’s way of love.
The Ark of the Covenant
“I’ll even go this far: I believe that
when you’re looking at a person who
has God’s Holy Spirit, who has—you
know—accepted Jesus Christ and received God’s Holy Spirit, when you
look at that person you’re looking at
the Ark of the Covenant.”
Just what did Mr. Wooten mean
when he said a Christian is the Ark of
the Covenant?
“The Ark basically held God’s law,
God’s demands, in it,” he explained.
“Well, the Bible says that under the
New Covenant ‘I will write My laws
and My ways in your heart and in your
mind,’ so they are contained in our
minds and hearts.
“So why would people spend all
this time hunting for a physical ark
and tablets of stone, except for historical reasons?
“Nothing physical, nothing earthly,
even including the literal physical Ark
of the Covenant, is eternal. It’s our
spirit, it’s God’s, it’s God’s way that’s
eternal.
“The real repository of God’s laws
and His Spirit is us as God’s people, so
we are the real Ark of the Covenant.”
Onward and Spiritward
But couldn’t a critic reasonably conclude that Mr. Wooten was spiritualizing away the Bible and God’s truth?
“Yes, but, well, duh, that’s what
Christ was doing.
“He was showing that these physical
things are profitable only in a physical
way. They’re profitable only because
they can lead us to the spiritual.
“Christ is the culmination, the fulfillment, of all these things, the fulfillment
of everything in the physical realm.”
What they picture
Did Mr. Wooten see the keeping of
certain physical practices and rituals
as profitable?
“Yes, I do,” he said. “Let’s face it.
Not all mankind is saved, and my
interest is not just in me. My interest is
in all mankind.
“These annual festivals that we ob-

people to accept Jesus Christ and let
Him decide where they’ll be and where
their fellowship will be and so on.
“We try to make these people our
people, but Jesus Christ never makes
them our people.
“We should be trying to enable people to see that they are to become His
people. We should not be trying to
make them our people. After all, they
do not belong to you or me.”
Piled up together
Mr. Wooten said Christians are not
obliged to support the work of one
public speaker to travel the world
preaching the gospel.
“I believe the responsibility is for
all of us to shine and show and glow
the gospel in our lives, and that’s why
we’re scattered. We’re scattered so we
can do that.
“See, it’s too much for us to all be
in one place and just be piled up together and send one man all around
the world to preach the message.
“All of us who are a part of that
spiritual organism called the Body of
Christ are preaching the gospel where
we are.
“We don’t even have to open our
mouths to preach the gospel.”

itual organism. It is not an organization of man.”
That wasn’t the answer the man
was looking for, Mr. Wooten mused.
“I’m convinced institutionalism
doesn’t work,” he said. “It makes sick
people out of people who weren’t as
sick when they got there, and that includes church institutions, all of them.
“The ones that we thought were
God’s church are no different. Look.
The Churches of God, the physical organizations, are no more God’s church
than Baptists, Methodists or all others.
That’s my personal belief.
“I think we forget that God’s church
is a spiritual organism. It is not a corporation, organization or institution. It
is God’s family.
“And it consists of people who are
possessors of, and who are led by, the
Holy Spirit, not by the particular institution they attend.”

Future and past understanding
Mr. Wooten thought Christians in
general are too worried about the past
and the future.
“The present moment, the now, is
all we have. Tomorrow, when it
comes, is now. Yesterday, when it was
here, was now. For now, now is all we
have.
“God has never lived in the past or
the future. He is now. Jesus confirms
this in Matthew 6:34.”

Uncomplicating things
Mr. Wooten concluded by mentioning he likes to keep things simple.
“I believe when we talk about
God’s work—that has always been
kind of a buzzword in the Church of
God—I believe Ephesians 2:10 tells
you what God’s work is.”
He quoted the apostle Paul as remarking in that verse that Christians
“are His workmanship.”
“Let me ask you,” Mr. Wooten said,
“what is your workmanship? A newspaper. You’re the workman, and that’s
your workmanship.
“If a carpenter or builder builds a
house, that’s his workmanship.
“God said in Genesis 1:26 that man
was his workmanship, that He is making him after His likeness, His kind.
“We are God’s work.”

State of eternity
On that note THE JOURNAL asked
Mr. Wooten for his thoughts on the
subject of eternity.
“You see, past, present and future
are spatial terms,” he said. “God lives
in a spiritual life, and He just is. I
know we don’t like to say ‘God is,’ but
He is.
“See, eternity is not a period of
time. Eternity is a state. I believe the

Antidote to fear
Mr. Wooten said he thought many
people were afraid to simplify their
lives and look at things as basically as
he was attempting to see them.
“But love is the antidote to fear, and
it’s the antidote to being offended at
everything, the antidote to hate and
anger and strife and war.
“Look, it just is. I believe that love
is the most powerful force in exis-

tence. Fear, on the other hand, is the result of a focus on prophecy and almost
all other teachings of religion, isn’t it?
“Any work that you do must be
based on the love for God and the love
for people.”
Gospel quartets
After the interview Mr. Wooten
talked a little about his life before his
membership in the Worldwide Church
of God.
In 1963 he was 30 years old and had
sung in gospel quartets for 21 years,
starting as a 9-year-old in Alabama.
“When I was baptized I had learned
enough that I knew I had to give that
all up because it was pagan.
“I could use some talents for some
things, but I could not use the musical
talent God had given me to bless people with music, because gospel music
was about the Trinity or heaven or hell,
and that’s not really the primary thing
the gospel is about. It really isn’t.
“Rather, it’s about loving God.”
Mr. Wooten had sung with a group
called the Delmore Brothers, which
also called itself the Brown’s Ferry
Four.
“The Brown’s Ferry Four had originally included the Delmore Brothers,
Red Foley and Grandpa Jones. My
brother J.O. and I replaced Red Foley
and Grandpa Jones when these guys
came back home to Alabama from
Nashville to live and retire. We sang
with them.”
He also sang with the Tidesmen
Quartet and with Wally Fowler, who
was a member of the original Oakridge Boys and the leader of the Oakridge Quartet.
“I feel probably that God put it on
us not to be involved in the world of
music because He knew that gospel
music was basically show business,”
Mr. Wooten said.
Music should bless
“But there’s nothing wrong with the
songs, other than—
“Well, I even changed a word this
morning [when singing at a memorial
service for Jack Lehman, a member of
the Church of God Big Sandy who died
in 2009] from ‘Jesus’ to ‘Savior’: ‘when
I see my Savior’ instead of ‘when I see
my Jesus.’ Changing a few words
around in a song can make it just fine.
“Music should be for blessing and
helping people. It’s not something you
should commercialize, any more than
you should commercialize the preaching of the gospel.
“That’s why we at UCM don’t sell
anything we have, by the way.”
At the time of this interview United
Christian Ministries was in the process of expanding through public-access television.

“If that works, okay, then we may
try to go on stations that you have to
pay for. But right now we’re considering that, and I don’t know if it’s going
to work.”
Mr. Wooten and his supporters
were also revamping UCM’s Web site,
at www.4ucm.org, which they later
changed to ucmfamily.org.
Dear Peggy
A few days after Mr. Wooten’s passing, his wife, Peggy, mentioned to this
writer that she has greatly appreciated
the cards and letters Church of God
folks and other friends have sent her
during and after Mr. Wooten’s illness.
She receives mail at 3720 Winterfield
Run, Fort Wayne, Ind. 46804, U.S.A.

What is more
important?
Continued from page 5

but you are dead” (Revelation 3:1).
It is not good enough for our
churches to have the name Church
of God.
Many churches use that name. It
is not enough for a church to keep
the Sabbath or the holy days.
A true Christian is one who acknowledges sins and mistakes and
corrects faults. Should a church not
do the same?
Will anyone rethink?
Will my writing on the subject of
the Passover cause any church to
acknowledge that its explanation
about what Jesus and the disciples
did on the night of the Last Supper
might not have been right?
I pray that such churches do
change. At least some members of
the Churches of God will.
Some reading this are bound to
ask: Does that mean that the
Churches of God are also wrong in
their explanation of the events of
the Passover story in the book of
Exodus?
The answer is yes! Why is it
wrong? The answer is implied in
one simple question:
How long does it take to bake a
loaf of bread?
But that will have to be the subject of an article for another time.
__________
See also “How Important Is It
Really?” on page 4 of this issue of
THE JOURNAL.

Comfort should be soothing
balm to the human spirit
Continued from page 3

saw similarities in how people behave within all human groups.
“She sees comfort as ‘soothing
balm to the afflicted human spirit’
and has sought to place this within
the context of human relations, with
safety, belonging and acceptance
underpinning human welfare.
“From morality to the imperative
of containing strong emotions and
from jealousy and anger to unity,
this book is a striking attempt to embrace the problems we all encounter
in today’s society.”
Personal note
On a personal note, the point
should be made that I am not, actually, a qualified counselor because I
have not completed the hours of clinical practice necessary to qualify.
Following my illness I was not
well enough to counsel members of
the public.
The book itself is not large, hav-

ing slightly over 100 pages in A5
size (about 6 by 8 inches). It is available from Amazon in Kindle and
paperback formats.
Universal principles
What I wrote was not directed
specifically to a Church of God
readership but could be of benefit to
people in the wider Christian community because I drew on universal
principles.
It should be borne in mind that
any book one reads has to be understood in context, and there is no
harm in agreeing or disagreeing
with different points the author has
made.
Therefore it was my wish to selfpublish, using the services of PublishNation, London.
It was an interesting experience
in itself, bearing in mind that I also
had to pay for copyright permission
from other publishers where I had
quoted from their authors’ work.
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Connections runs classifieds
C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.
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Obituaries

Obituaries

Macie Christine O’Dell Smith, 90, of Harrison, Tenn., formerly of Rossville, Ga., died
Feb. 10, 2014. Mrs. Smith was born and
raised in Murphy, N.C. She moved to
Chattanooga in the early 1970s and was a
member of Grace Communion International. She worked as a sales clerk at Kingwood Pharmacy and Super 10. ¶ She was
preceded in death by her father, Rollin McDonald; mother, Callie Palmer McDonald;
first husband, Ernest O’Dell; and second
husband, Cleve Smith. ¶ Surviving are her
sons, Danny (Diane) O’Dell of Harrison,
and Sammy (Julia) O’Dell of Amarillo,
Texas; grandchildren, Christy O’Dell (Nick)
Lopez, Karen Beth O’Dell (Scott) Strovas
and Kenneth (Nita) Cross; and four greatgrandchildren. ¶ Pastor Dennis Wheatcroft
officiated at the graveside service at
Hanging Dog Baptist Cemetery in Murphy.

Bill Evans of Evening Shade, Ark., formerly
of Pasadena, Calif., passed away Feb. 8,
2014, in North Little Rock Baptist Hospital of
complications following open-heart surgery.
Funeral service was Feb. 13 at Worthams
Funeral Home in Hardy,
Ark. ¶ Bill is survived by
his wife, Annie. Bill’s first
w i fe, B o n n i e, p a s s e d
away in 1995. Bill is also
survived by a son Ken
(Gail) of Evening Shade,
a daughter LaFawn Evans
Crapes of Virginia, a
grandson Jason, a granddaughter Laura and sev- Bill Evans
eral other close relatives
in Arkansas. ¶ A few years ago Bill moved
from California back to north Arkansas,
where he grew up and had family members
still living nearby. ¶ Bill and his family
touched many lives in such a positive way.
He was a pillar of strength and a spiritual
giant to many and is greatly missed.

Resources
Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002,
South Pasadena, CA 91030.
ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.
Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@
q.com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.
The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley
Springs, CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org,
(209) 772-0737 or (209) 772-2993.
From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, www.
ozwitness.net/.

Moses

Rod

Pharaoh

Straw

Prayer requests
Longtime fitness coach and trainer Harry
Sneider needs your prayers. He is currently
in Kindred Rehab in Glendora, Calif. He is
suffering with a serious illness. Thanks for
your concern.

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Longtime COG member wants E-mail pen
pals, rocky695@att.net or phone 903-5349131.

“Worldwide People of God” presents a place
everyone can call their own! Google “wwpog
blog” and help connect the people of God.

Why do you
tithe on money?

Feb. 28, 2014

I, Henry, elder of 7th Day Church of God in
Kerala, India, am suffering from a stroke the
last few years. I need your valuable prayers.
Please write to P.V. Henry, Pulickal House,
Njaralloor Kara, Kizhakkambalam, Kerala
683 562, India.

Obituaries
Services for Loren Weinbrenner, 72, of Big
Sandy, Texas, were held Feb. 16, 2014, at
Gladewater Memorial Park with Ken Treybig
officiating. ¶ Born Oct. 6, 1941, in Goessel,
Kan., Loren died Feb. 11, 2014. ¶ Loren
attended Bethel College in Kansas and
Ambassador College in Big Sandy. He
worked with the agriculture program at
Ambassador College until
the early 1970s. For the
next decade he helped
with the Feast site in
Wisconsin Dells. He later
worked as a professional
painter. ¶ Loren possessed a true servant’s
heart and was a wonderful
example of how to be pos- Loren
itive in all circumstances. ¶ Weinbrenner
He is survived by his wife
of 47 years, Jeannette Weinbrenner of Big
Sandy; two daughters, Melissa Weinbrenner
of Mount Pleasant, Texas, and Lori Shipman
and husband Terry of Big Sandy; one son,
Jared Weinbrenner and wife Angela of Fort
Worth, Texas; six grandchildren, Brian,
Arthur, Eric, Terry Glenn “T.J.,” Charlotte and
Audrey; and three sisters, Eleanor Herbel
and husband Willis of Kansas, Gladys Voth
and husband Gary of Kansas, and Ilene
Weinbrenner of Washington, D.C.

Melvin Ray Wooten, 80, of Fort Wayne,
Ind., passed away Feb. 9, 2014. ¶ Ray was
born to the late James and Jessie Wooten
June 9, 1933. He was a pastor for the
Worldwide Church of
God for more than 30
years and started United
Christian Ministries in
1995. ¶ Surviving are his
wife, Peggy Jean Wooten; daughters Anita Jean
Pope, Carol Fay (Alan)
Boyer and Rebecca (John)
Blevins; son James Mat- Ray Wooten
thew (Cathy) Wooten;
grandsons Dustin (Misha) Pope, Derek
Pope, Zachary (Abbey) Boyer, John (Amanda) Blevins, Mitchell Blevins, Matthew Ray
Wooten and Steven Crow; granddaughters
Paula (Cody) Jennings, Sara Boyer, Jessie
Blevins and Mollie Blevins; and great-grandchildren Miles Jennings, Eli Jennings, Ellen
Jean Pope and Parker Pope. ¶ Funeral services were Feb. 13 at Greenlawn Funeral
Home in Fort Wayne with George Crow officiating. Burial was in Greenlawn Memorial
Park. ¶ Write Peggy Wooten at 3720 Winterfield Run, Fort Wayne, IN 46804.
John Ross Schroeder, senior writer for The
Good News and pastor of
two United Church of
God congregations in the
British Isles, died in a
hospital on March 8,
2014. ¶ John is survived
by his wife, Jan, manager
of the UCG British Isles
office, a son, Walter, and
a daughter, Stephanie. ¶
Cards and messages for John Ross
Jan and the family may Schroeder
be sent to the British Isles
office by E-mail to info@ucg.org.uk or by
mail to United Church of God, P.O. Box 705,
Watford WD19 6FZ, United Kingdom.

Bobby Gerald “Bob” Wann, 72, passed
away March 7, 2014, in Big Sandy, Texas. ¶
Bob was born July 13, 1941, to parents
Marie Holderfield Wann and Harold “Buster”
Wann and grew to adulthood in Fanshaw,
Okla. ¶ He was passionate about people,
achievement and horses. These passions
manifested in his love of
sports: baseball, basketball, track and achieving
high levels of personal
performance. ¶ He held
careers as a gradeschool and high-school
teacher and coach, dairy
farmer, horseshoer-farrier and was a notorious
equine chiropractor. ¶ Dr. Bob Wann
Bob’s skill with horses
was a gift, improving their performance on
the track and making sick and injured animals sound. He shared this skill with
numerous people over the decades individually and on the college level. ¶ Bob Wann
is survived by his best friend and companion, Glenda Fenton; four children, Deborah
Wann of Dallas, Texas; Connie and husband Lee Everest of Euless, Texas; Wendy
and husband Robert Zamani of Denver,
Colo.; and Brad and wife Amber Wann of
Denver; eight grandchildren, Steven Lewis,
Megan Zamani, Emily Wann, Sarah
Zamani, Bailey Wann, Michael Zamani,
Bonnie Wann and Benjamin Wann; four siblings, Jim Wann, Andrea West, Sandy Williams and Jeff Wann; and their extended
families. ¶ A graveside service was held at
Summerfield Cemetery, Le Flore County,
Okla., on March 24, 2014. Bob was taken
too soon for those who loved him but each
soul is grateful for the time that they had. ¶
A donation may be made to the Colorado
Epilepsy Foundation in Bob Wann’s name
to support his grandson Benjamin, who has
battled epilepsy since the age of 2.

Visit the Church of God Big Sandy on the Web at

www.churchof
godbigsandy.com

To order these books write:

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER
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Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

8

The Church of God–The Most High
(A Sovereign Asylum State)

Proclaiming the Everlasting Gospel of the Kingdom of God
According to the Holy Scriptures: Book of Psalms, Psalm 91, Book of Daniel, Chapter 7,
Mark, Chapter 13, Mark, Chapter 16, Matthew, Chapter 24, Matthew, Chapter 28, and
Revelation, Chapter 14. This Church adheres to all of the Scriptural Covenant requirements, including but not limited to the Seventh Day Sabbath of God as well as the
Annual Sabbaths of God and the Ten Commandments. This Church conscientiously
objects to coming under any and all military authority in any form. This Church believes
and upholds “a Faith Once Delivered to the Saints in the First Century as Scripturally
Defined.” This Church believes and accepts all Scripture to be divinely inspired Revelation of God and “God-Breathed” (self-contained substantiation).
Scripturally based weekly sermon tapes, written Bible-instructive materials, counseling,
and life coaching.
Write to: The Church of GOD–The MOST HIGH, © c/o (Chambers of) Ogorek Publishing,
Box 91794, Elk Grove, Illinois Zip Code Exempt. Entire contents herein have been copyrighted at Common Law by the owner of the copyright, Vincent Michael Ogorek ©, who
as Ambassador/Living Principal and Authorized Representative has reserved all of his
Common Law rights without prejudice to any, in all countries at Divine Law. Ogorek
Publishing (Trade Secrets Law), without prejudice, under duress.
All communication and correspondence will be considered as private and confidential.

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Connections:
Member to Member
P.O. Box 1020., Big Sandy, Texas 75755
(903) 636-4779 • lkcartwright@aol.com
CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER is published by
THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD. ©
2014 JMC Associates. All rights reserved. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any reason or for no reason. Classified
advertisements are 25 cents a word. Prayer
requests and obituaries of reasonable length are
run free of charge as space is available. For display-advertising rates and deadline information,
write Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.com
or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
Or call her at (903) 636-4470.
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God’s Holy Days or
the Feasts of the Jews?

I

n his booklet on the Lord’s
Supper, Mr. Armstrong endorsed
the present Hebrew calendar as
correct to use to determine the times
of God’s Holy Days.
However, according to The
Jewish Encyclopedia of 1912 this
calculated calendar is based on the
length of a solar year which is too
long by about 61⁄2 minutes, and this
is pushing Passover towards the
summer (in the northern hemisphere) by one day every 216 years.
Thus this could not have been the
calendar given to Moses or used by
Christ. God doesn’t change, so we
need to do what Mr. HWA always
did when faced with such a problem: Check what the Bible says

about the division of time.
This checking revealed no specific evidence to support a lunisolar
calendar—e.g., the Hebrew calendar—but there was evidence from
Noah to the time of Rev. 22 to support a solar calendar of 12 months,
with each of the first six months
having 30 days, with no indication
regarding the extra 51⁄2 or 61⁄2 days.
As God’s Holy Days are determined by the number of days in the
first six months, there was no need
to record this.
I have written a relatively short
article giving the salient points of
my research and would be pleased
to send you a copy. Contact Clive
Leske at one of the addresses below.

For more information on this misunderstood yet
extremely vital subject, write or phone

Clive Leske
4A Memorial Drive, Tea Tree Gulley, S.A. 5091, Australia
cw.leske@bigpond.com • Phone 61 8 8396 3272

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

Feast of Tabernacles • “Rejoice Before the Lord”
San Antonio, Texas • October 9–October 16, 2014
The Church of God San Antonio (with the Churches of God Outreach Ministries) will host the Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San Antonio for
the 17th year. All brethren, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wish to “Rejoice Before the Lord” in unity and love are welcome.
and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in
beautiful San Antonio, Texas. Experience the warm,
loving, family atmosphere for which this Feast
site is known. You and your entire family will enjoy and be
spiritually edified through uplifting contemporary worship
music and messages given in a spirit of love.

C

OME

This year a special guest speaker, Joe Kovacs, will join
us for the Feast of Tabernacles. Joe Kovacs is a Bible-believing Christian and author of the #1 bestseller Shocked
by the Bible: The Most Astonishing Facts You’ve
Never Been Told. His latest book, The Divine Secret: The Awesome and Untold Truth About
Your Phenomenal Destiny, was officially released in
stores July 17, 2012, and it instantly rocketed to become
a #1 bestseller on its first day of publication, and is
packed with many 5-star glowing reviews on Amazon.
Joe Kovacs is an award-winning American journalist and
broadcaster who has spent more than twenty-five years
in the broadcast, print and online media, receiving
awards for excellence in news coverage from The Associated Press and United Press International. A frequent
media guest, Mr. Kovacs has appeared on The O’Reilly
Factor on the Fox News Channel as well as countless
radio shows across America and the world, including
Coast to Coast AM. Mr. Kovacs will be speaking about
our divine destiny based on his book The Divine
Secret. To read more about Joe Kovacs and his book, go
to www.thedivinesecret.com.

San Antonio is one of America’s unique cities and the
No. 1 tourist destination in Texas. Major attractions include the Alamo, the River Walk, Sea World, Six Flags
Fiesta Texas, the Tower of the Americas, the San Antonio
Zoo, and many others too numerous to list.

Meeting Place

What the Comfort Inn–Fiesta offers

COMFORT INN–FIESTA at SIX FLAGS

All rooms have been renovated with new furniture and
small microwave and refrigerator. Free Deluxe Continental
Breakfast and newspaper in lobby. Free local phone calls. Wireless
Internet service. Remote satellite TV: HBO, ESPN, CNN. Sparkling
outdoor pool. In-room coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and boards.
Interior corridors, elevators, free parking. You will find the rooms
especially comfortable. Satisfaction guaranteed. The hotel with its
indoor corridors is arranged so you will experience instant
fellowship as soon as you step out of your rooms. It makes
possible a very intimate and family oriented Feast.

6755 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, Texas 78249
Phone: (210) 696-4766
Fax: (210) 696-6698
E-Mail: comfortinnfiesta@aol.com
Web Site: www.comfortinn.com
(Worship Services held next door at the Elks Lodge
with breakout meeting space at the Comfort Inn.)

How to make reservations
1. Call the Comfort Inn–Fiesta at (210) 696-4766
2. Tell them you are attending the Feast of Tabernacles/
Church of God San Antonio, Group Account 1576179.
3. Room rate is $59.00 plus 16.75% tax ($9.89 = $68.89
for Single, Double, and four children (up to 18 years old);
Extra $10 per additional adult.
Rate is regularly up to $120 during peak season, but we
get a generous price reduction to $59.00. Reservations
accepted only with a deposit or a major credit card.

For more information
Contact Julian Cruz, Festival Coordinator and Pastor, Church of
God San Antonio, 219 Whitefield Ave, San Antonio, Texas 78223;
phone 210/333-7229; E-Mail: jcruz132@satx.rr.com.

Church’s Web page: www.churchofgodsa.com
Please E-mail, write or telephone Julian Cruz and let him
know if you are attending this Feast site along with the
number in your family and age of children. This information will help us plan activities and serve you better.

4. September 15, 2014, is cutoff/cancel date for making reservations at the discounted room rate of
$59. All rooms not picked up by this date will
be released and be subject to a higher room
rate. Please, please, please help us
serve you better by making your reservation as early as possible and
well in advance of the cutoff date.
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Forget the Calendar...
Let’s Talk About God’s Feasts

O

ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
churches of God is to
get the church off track, and
heading in the wrong direction.
In the earliest days of the New
Testament Church, as reported
in the pages of your Bible, we
see that there were some within the Church of God who
attempted to force the Gentiles
to go through Judaism in order
to be a good Christian (Gal
2:11-14).
Satan’s methods and goals
seldom change: Get the church
off track and headed in the
wrong direction.
Since the mid-1990s the
Church of God has been misdirected into a continued discussion about the calendar issue.
As Christians who are concerned about the proper keeping of God’s annual Feasts, the
subject has drawn widespread
attention.
One Church of God teacher
informed me that he had written over 1,000 pages on the
subject of the calendar. One
could say that that may be a
bit of overkill. There are, however, a few key points that we
must understand before we are
able to have a discussion of
any substance.
Are you aware that:
God never gave Israel a
calendar?
He gave them Feast days?
The word calendar never
appears in Scripture?
Calendar is never
mentioned in the seven
major English translations of
the Bible?
Furthermore, although most
of the mainline churches of
God claim to follow the
Hebrew calendar, there is never
a mention of the Hebrew calendar anywhere in the Scriptures.
How in the world can they
claim to follow something does
not scripturally exist? If they
were honest about what they
are doing, they would admit
that they are simply following a
Jewish tradition without scriptural backing of any kind.
Please don’t take any of this
as a condemnation of the
Elders of God’s church. They are
merely following a tradition
that was placed into the

church by HWA and Dr. Hoeh.
Both of these gentlemen were
men of good spirit and well
intentioned.
This reminds me of Mark
7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men . . . Full well
ye reject the commandment of
God, that ye may keep your
own tradition.”
Question? If we can become
sloppy with the keeping of the
Feasts, what’s next?
The Sabbath? Tithing? Clean
and unclean? Look what happened when the church of God at
Rome decided to move the “keeping of the Paschal celebration”
from the 14th of the 1st month to
the Sunday after the full moon
(Cat. Ency. article “Easter”).

chodesh. The translation of that
Hebrew word is “New Moon.”
In 1611 A.D., when the
King James scholars translated
the Scriptures into English, it
was natural for them to use
the word month, because by
1611 they were not recognizing the new moon. If every
time you read the word month
in scripture you said the words
“new moon,” you would eventually realize the significance
of what the translators did in
honest error.
When we realize that every
Feast of God is directly connected to a new moon, we will
see more clearly the evidence
of the simplicity with which
God created His Feasts.
When the nation of Judah
was in captivity, the Word of
God inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel to condemn the spiritu-

competent, understanding,
converted human being to tell
us when the first day of the
seventh month occurs.
The Jewish leaders can give
us numerous reasons why they
choose to make the calculations so difficult and so convoluted. These numerical gymnastics were never a part of God’s
will or His Word.
Brethren, God did not give a
group of Ph.D.s the understanding of his annual Feasts?
He gave them to a group of
wandering Hebrews living in
the desert with no scientific
instruments of any kind.
Why is the church leadership
unable to get together and tell
us when and how to do it
properly? Most of the church
leaders that I know personally
are converted, honorable,
educated, dedicated men of
God. I don’t think it would be
disrespectful to ask them the
question: Why do you refuse
to get this issue out in the
open instead of hiding behind
one obscure text about “the
oracles of God”?
In my opinion, God’s people
count seven more Sabbaths.
are not going to sit idly by
Congratulations! The next day
while some of the major quesis the Day of Pentecost.
tions about God’s Feast days
We are halfway through the go unanswered.
The Church of God in my
year and we didn’t need a
Levitical priest or a member of opinion needs to be reconciled
not only with God but with one
the Sanhedrin to get us there.
All we really need is for a con- another. Instead of reconciliation, we see split after split with
verted, understanding human
no end in sight. Is there anyone
being to tell us when day 1 is.
who earnestly believes that God
The fall festivals are just as
difficult to accurately locate. All is pleased with the splits that
have occurred and continue to
we need to know is when is
occur within His body?
day 1 of the seventh month.
Please visit our website, recOnce we know that, our fifthonciliationgroup.org, for what I
grader can tell us when the
10th, 15th and 22nd of the sev- hope will be a refreshing and
educational visit. Please read
enth month occur.
our article “A House Divided.”
Again, all we need is a
am profaned among them.”
In verse 30 he said he looks
for a man to make a hedge and
stand in the gap before him,
and he found none. How sad
it would be if that Scripture
came to pass.
The question we might want
to address is this: How difficult
is it to calculate the annual
Feast days, as God gave them
to Israel?
If you have a fifth-grader
in your group or in your family
circle, put a calendar in front
of them and asked them
to count from day 1 to day
15. Then ask them to count
7 more. Congratulations!
They just accurately enumerated the seven days of Unleavened Bread.
Now, from the weekly
Sabbath within the Days of
Unleavened Bread, ask them to

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
It took less than 100 years to
turn the truth of God into a lie.
Instead of wasting our time
quibbling over “calendar
issues,” shouldn’t we be having
an honest discussion about the
proper timing of God’s annual
Feast Days? A question for
those who quibble over the
keeping of the New Testament
Passover: Should it be on the
evening of the 14th or the
evening of the 15th but sometimes keep it on the right day
of the wrong month?
That can and does happen!
It happened in 2013. This
was one of the frequent years
when the Jews claim the
beginning the new year came
before the end of the old year.
This is easily provable
You need to know how the
Jews calculate the first month
of the year. You will no doubt
be surprised!
First of all, let us recognize
that there is no Hebrew word
for month. In the first five
books of the Scriptures, the
English word month has been
inserted 78 times in an honest
error. The Hebrew word which
is translated month is the word

al leadership of God’s people.
Ezekiel was not a historian;
he was a prophet. Prophets
write about things that are
going to come to pass. It is
important that we recognize
that fact when we read
Ezekiel 22:23-30.
He was inspired to write
about a conspiracy by the
preachers in the midst thereof
(verse 25). In verse 26 he talks
about Judah’s Priests who have
violated his law and profaned
his holy things and put no difference between the holy and
profane. He goes on in the
prophecy that they “hid their
eyes from my Sabbaths, and I

Please visit our website at ReconciliationGroup.org
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL
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— Just Table Talk —

Is God Omnipotent?
By F. Paul Haney
Q: Do religious deceit, dishonest
interpretation and a lack of
critical thinking undermine the
concept of God’s attributed
omnipotence, even his existence?

Part Four

P

rologue: A considerable amount of
background information has been
amassed in the previous analyses of
God’s attributes, especially his supposed attribute of omnipotence. More testimony is available, but stacking detail upon detail
would serve no purpose when the point has
been effectively made (Occam’s razor).
I have endeavored to logically deal
with metaphysical ontology, the nature
of God, seeking truth in order to amplify Yahweh’s essential attributes and
their relationship to humanity in general and to Christianity in particular. I
have already pointed out a number of
related topics, such as ignorance, selfdeception, untruthfulness and churchsubsidized inaccuracies that negatively
undermine concepts of the sovereignty
and omnipotence of God.
The overarching thrust of my argumentation has been a discussion of
God’s presumed omnipotence. At the
end of the day, the essence of my argument is
a sharp disagreement with Christianity’s premise: God has all-power and he is (they are?) ruling the world, and so on.
In my extensive search for truth, I have analyzed much data; some compelling, most questionable. It is easy to allow commonly held or
adopted worldviews to shape our view of evidence; better is to allow evidence to shape the
worldview.
Hence, the preponderance of biblical and
corresponding empirical evidence strongly suggests that Yahweh, the singular biblical God,
does not have (or is not using) all the power
attributed to him. Consequently, he is unable
(or unwilling) to control or influence evil activity in the world to any great degree.
But an unwilling all-powerful all-good God
is a contradiction in terms. Still, it seems God is
able to influence some and does get involved
modestly with a few individuals here and there,
indirectly, for his own purposes.
The issue of sovereignty is critical to an understanding of God’s power. For example, a
God that is not sovereign is not omnipotent.
Several Christian organizations and individuals
have concluded that multiple divine Gods exist
in heaven, including the “deposed” heavenly
super-being known as Satan, said to be freely
roaming the earth, tormenting good folks.
However, any being, divine or otherwise,
that has a measure of personal sovereignty,
freedom, independence or autonomy, cannot
be under God’s total sovereign control. Therefore, since God is not totally sovereign over
some beings, and does not have total power
over all beings, ipso facto God is not omnipotent. Unexercised control is no control.
“Not so!” say some. “God ‘allows’ evil and
suffering.” Yet no genuine proof exists for that
biased opinion.
“Although the Bible informs us how and
why evil came about, it does not tell us why
God allowed it to happen. However, we do
know that God is all-wise and all-knowing and
that He has reasons for allowing things to happen that are beyond our comprehension.”1
There you have it. It is a mystery, so accept it.
Why would God allow so much suffering? —
For the greater good? —For what greater good?

Some declare evil is our fault; God gave us
“free will.” We are totally free to choose good
or evil. But that opinion (which, it turns out, is
not consistent with reality) cannot alter the fact
that God’s omnipotence is limited. I submit:
The measure of control or freedom held by
other beings reduces God’s power and control
to the same degree, at least.
In Just Table Talk, Part Three, one reference
held that God has “the ability” to exercise total
control of nations and individuals. Whether
God actually has such ability or not is debatable, no one really knows; but it is not debatable that such control has not been visibly
exercised in many hundreds of years, if ever.
Additionally, I mentioned an “underlying
assumption” that God
allows all this massive evil and suffering
to happen, yet sinners
are to blame for all
the distress. Can that
be true?
I long for the good
God to be omnipotent. I greatly desire
him to work awe-inspiring miracles openly: lost limbs and lost
sight restored, the
dead raised, thugs slammed to the ground as
they commit their dastardly deeds, despots
deposed in a flash, true justice established
nationwide and worldwide, children protected,
and so on. But I am assured of disillusionment.
Dare I even hope for more reserved events?
Elaborate utopian schemes for the blurred future do not satisfy my hunger. Facts are facts—
I am compelled to accept what my search
reveals. I must be true to myself. The evidence
must be followed wherever it leads, though I
could amend based on new evidence.
One-time atheist Antony Flew (1923-2008)
got it right: “I suppose many of us, as we age,
look back on our youth with a mixture of nos-

Though not all-inclusive, this disappointing
theme is not a rarity in the whole of Christendom,
nor is it a minor issue. Going further into a critical
analysis of the essence of God, I begin with:
The Law of Noncontradiction: The law
of noncontradiction is the foundation upon
which all rationality is established. It is as crucial for theology as it is for all other intellectual disciplines. It creates the dimensions and
prescribes the limits of all common ground for
discussion. It is the necessary precondition for
any and all science.
The law may be defined: “A” cannot be “A”
and “not-A” at the same time and in the same
relationship. Aristotle defined the law as saying: “The same attribute cannot at the same
time belong and not belong to the same subject in the same respect.”
Knowing this law, many proponents of the
“Jesus is God” proposal claim that God “emptied himself” (kenosis) and became man (or a
man). [Kenosis is the doctrine that the Christ or
Jesus relinquished his divine God privileges,
essence, being or attributes in order to experience human suffering.] God ceased to be God
for a time.
I wonder. God ceased to be God and became flesh and blood but, later, became God
again? How such a remarkable feat can be
accomplished is never satisfactorily explained
—it just happened. How could God be immutable (unable to change “in his being”) and
yet become mutable (come to earth and
change in his being from an eternal, perpetual
and unceasing God into a temporary, shortterm, transitory mortal or “take on human nature”)—or something?
Does God have an optional mode of being?
If so, he could become anything. Hit the switch.
Can the immutable become mutable or vice
versa? Conversely, can man “take on God nature” and become Gods?
I muse. Maybe this is why some insist that
God has all-power: that a portion of that power
might be the ultimate goal of some believers?
At the same time that many Christians say

I have changed my critical thinking over the
years. True thinkers and truth seekers, it is
written, evaluate arguments and weigh
evidence without regard to group affiliation.
talgia and embarrassment. I’m sure these emotions are quite common. However, not all of us
have the added misfortune of having recorded—and published, no less—some of those
embarrassments. But such is my case.”
Likewise, such is mine. Like Mr. Flew—having
driven myself to learn what I think I know and
receiving God’s blessings to be able to change
my critical thinking over the years—thankfully, I
have done so. True thinkers and truth seekers, it
is written, evaluate arguments and weigh evidence without regard to group affiliation.2
The Inquiry: Do deceit, erroneous reasoning, corruption, self-deception leading to a lack
of critical intellectual implementation destabilize the concept of God’s attributed omnipotence, even his very existence?
When one naively adopts a trusted worldview that is, unbeknownst, liberally laced with
half-truths, intellectually pretentious and conceited but ill-informed studies and heretofore
undisclosed agendas, how is one to ascertain
the truth of a matter?

the eternal God changed, floated down to earth
and somehow became a man, they also say he
cannot change. Which is it? My mind has
fogged up. —An eternal being becoming noteternal? Wouldn’t God therefore be described
as suffering from personality fragmentation?
It looks that way. Many Christians insist that
God is immutable or unchangeable, thus the
very thought of God changing from being God
to being a not-God (and back!) or of a changeless God who changed, took on humanity and
became a permanent God-man, is heavily burdened with contradictions (Phil. 2:6-8).
A God that is mutable is problematical. Only
an immutable God will do.The fog is not lifting.
—A fluctuating erratic God with multiple personalities? That is troubling. He is this; he is
that; he is the other thing? —An unstable
God? Human beings with such personality disorders were once locked away in asylums and
forgotten. Should God be locked up?
I think of “Godness” as a zero-sum game.3
Could I be mistaken? That is,Yahweh, as the sin-

gular immutable Supreme Being, represents the
totality of “Godness.” In him resides the sum of
all godly traits, characteristics and eternal substance as normal to his natural being. No other
being is or can become so perfectly endowed.
But, while God can be all things to all people, can he divide himself like a bowl of bread
dough, pinching off a bit here and a bit there to
award less-endowed beings with portions of
his natural substance such that some humans
might become true demigods?
I think not. That act would diminish God’s
substance, his being and his power. At some
point, others might gain some of the traits,
characteristics or qualities of God, even becoming God-like, but they would remain just as
they were before in their being, humans, except
becoming perhaps nicer people on a higher
plane of existence.
His fellow God became his father! “Man
needs to be careful when defining what God is
or isn’t. [Indeed!] . . . The NT Jesus was not an
angel but was originally an independent selfexistent God himself. . . . It [the name, Eternal]
cannot apply to Jesus because Jesus surrendered for all future eternity his former independent self-existent [immutable] deity to
become and die as mankind’s [mutable] atoning
Passover Lamb. . . . Therefore Jesus is no longer
a true independent self-existent eternally existent [immutable] God. Only His Father remains
an independent self-existent eternally existent
[immutable] God. . . . Up to that point [Gen.
1:26] there were two independent self-existent
eternally existent [immutable] God Persons but
with that commitment [to become a sacrificial
lamb] in effect only God the Father remained as
the one and only independent self-existent eternally existent [immutable] God Person. . . . This
God surrendered His former independent selfexisting eternally existing [immutable] deity.
This God also accepted becoming for evermore
an obedient [mutable] Son to His fellow God
and Father.”4 My mind staggers.
Consider the following incoherent assertion:
“Jesus’ existence didn’t begin with His birth or
conception, but pre-existed Creation, as made
by Him and for Him. Jesus was both with God
and God Himself. . . . In Jesus, God took on
human nature, so He could die for our sins as a
fellow human, taking the penalty we deserve
for our sins. . . . When Jesus took on humanity,
this was an addition to His divine nature, not a
subtraction of His divinity.”5 —A divine God/
man as a fellow human?
Catholicism agrees with the incoherence.
“When the Church says that ‘he came down
from heaven,’ she is referring to the preexistence of the divine Word that became man in
Jesus of Nazareth.Thus the Person who is Jesus
existed from all eternity in the unity of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The meaning is that
he did not commence his existence with his
conception in the womb of the Virgin Mary. He
began to be in his human nature only.”6
As to immutability, it is defined as absolute
changelessness. So says Catholicism: “That is
mutable which goes from one condition to
another. In consequence of its finite nature,
every creature is mutable. God is unchangeable
because he is infinite. Mutability implies potentiality, composition, and imperfection, and is
therefore not reconcilable with God as pure
actuality, the absolutely simple and infinitely
perfect Being.”7
Yet more Christian testimony: “First, God is
immutable in His essence. His nature and being
are infinite, and so, subject to no mutations.
There never was a time when He was not; there
never will come a time when He shall cease to
Continued on next page
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be. God has neither evolved, grown, nor improved. All that He is today, He has ever been,
and ever will be. ‘I am the Lord, I change not’
(Mal. 3:6) is His own unqualified affirmation. . . .
He is perpetually the same. He only can say, ‘I
am that I am’ (Ex. 3:14). . . . Secondly, God is
immutable in His attributes. Whatever the
attributes of God were before the universe was
called into existence, they are precisely the
same now, and will remain so forever. . . . His
power is unabated, His wisdom undiminished,
His holiness unsullied.The attributes of God can
no more change than Deity can cease to be.”8
Dittos for another Church of God representative: “Jesus, the Eternal, self-existent One, is the
Spokesman for God Almighty and the Creator of
all things as outlined in the Book of Genesis. He
is also the LORD God of the Old Testament who
became Christ in the flesh in the Gospels.”9
Wow. Once Jesus became a fully divine God
he could do and be virtually anything, even a
bloody sacrifice for the whole world. Can it be
that, in Christianity, Jesus became a necessary
bloody God for “blood-thirsty” Christians who
eat flesh and drink blood via the “Lord’s Supper” communion (Jn. 6:54-56; Rev. 19:13)?
Where did some of these preexistent Christ
ideas come from? When did Jesus become a
God? Perhaps in a Pauline letter that may well
be fictitious:
“The Lordship of Christ was another article
of faith at the heart of Paul’s convictions. . . .
And here Paul made an original contribution to
the interpretation of Christ’s death and resurrection. Christ, he ardently declared, was a
divine being who possessed the nature of God,
but who had humbled himself and come down
from heaven and assumed human form, and,
humbling himself still further, died on the cross
in order that he might rise again, after his victory over death, to the right hand of God as the
Lord of life and death. In setting forth this new
and glorious mystery, Paul ascribed unqualified
divinity to the preexistent Christ: Col. 1:1516—He is a likeness of the unseen God, born
before any creature, for it was through him that
everything was created in heaven and earth . . .
all things were created by him.”10
“But contrast [1 Cor. 15:19-23] with what
Ephesians says . . . (Eph. 2:5-6) . . . Here believers have experienced a spiritual resurrection . . .
Point after point, when you look carefully at
Ephesians, it stands at odds with Paul’s own
work. This book was apparently written by a
later Christian in one of Paul’s churches . . .
claiming to be Paul, knowing full well he wasn’t Paul. Much the same can be said about the
book of Colossians. On the surface, it looks like
Paul’s work, but not when you dig deeper into
it. . . . And here again, the content of what the
author wrote stands at odds with Paul’s own
thoughts. For example, the author indicates
that Christians have already been ‘raised with
Christ’ when they were baptized, despite Paul’s
insistence that the believers’ resurrection was
future, not past (see Col. 2:12-13).”11
One Christian outfit comes down hard on
people who think Jesus is not God. “The one
common thread shared by ALL cults and false
religions is DENYING THAT JESUS IS GOD. . . . Sinful
men say He’s not God.” This writer then goes
on to say, “The scriptures teach from cover to
cover: Jesus is 100% man and 100% God.”12
—A 200 percent being! It must be the New
Math. I have never found such delusional arguments persuasive.
Kenosis: Regarding the kenosis complexity briefly mentioned above, Sam Shamoun
weighs in:
“The emptying refers to his humiliation, to
his humble status, not to his Divine attributes or
essence since at no point in time did Jesus ever
cease to be God in nature. The Holy Bible clearly states that he remained both Lord and Son
even during his earthly ministry, and yet the

people couldn’t tell by simply looking at him
and his humble surroundings that the Person
standing before them was actually the glorious
Son of God and the Sovereign Lord of all creation. . . . Jesus is Lord who didn’t exercise his
Divine sovereignty like the Gentile rulers, but
chose instead to be a servant to his subjects.
The foregoing clearly shows that Christ was still
Lord even while on earth but voluntarily set
aside his rights and didn’t impose his authority
on others in order to have them do whatever he
wanted.”13 —A majestic alternate reality.
Here, it is suggested that Jesus-God never
ceased to be Jesus-God; he therefore only
“appeared” to be a man and only appeared to
suffer and die. Though a bit unclear, this idea
more or less agrees with Docetism, a belief
opposed in early Christianity as heresy: Christ
seemed to have a human body and seemed to
suffer and die on the cross. In Docetism, the
man Jesus died on the cross, but the divine
Christ literally split with Jesus and hit the air.
He returned to heaven. “And about the ninth
hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli, Eli,
lama sabach-thani?” that is, “My God, my
God, why hast thou forsaken me?” (Matt.
27:46, MKJV). The divine “Christ-God” depart-

ily” (of god-beings) group, a trinity of “persons,” or a docetic ontological phantasm. Clever apologetic repartees, weasel words or tricky
terminologies do not produce confidence in
either religious or atheistic tricksters. Thus:
The Trinity is defined as “one essence in three
persons,” “trinity in unity,” or, as a Christian website puts it: “The Trinity expresses the belief that
God is one Being, made up of three distinct
Persons, who exist in co-equal essence, and coeternal communion, as the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit.” Such is the absurd stuff of religious fervor, ultimately culminating in unintelligible nonsense fabricated in an attempt to outwit a logical barrier and fool the ignorant masses. Some
are not fooled: “Nothing could be more idiotic
and absurd than the doctrine of the trinity.”17
Is there any wonder why atheism rejects virtually all Christian thought and practice? Deceit in Christian dogma is no recent phenomenon. Historically, it was rampant, even to the
forging of apologetic letters and books. Even
God, some say, was not above agreeing to, or
telling, a lie for the “greater good”:
“Then a spirit came forward and stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ And the
LORD said to him, ‘By what means?’ And he

The forging of apologetic letters and
books is no recent phenomenon. Even God,
some say, was not above agreeing to, or
telling, a lie for the ‘greater good.’
ed just in time, leaving Jesus holding the bag.
Docetism and comparable views are not
rare animals in and among the current
Sabbatarian Churches of God: “A spirit God
came down from heaven, and a ‘physical man’
came down from heaven; as the Gospel accounts tell us.”14
This escapes me. Mr. Daly continues: “Now
the Father ‘sent his only begotten Son into the
world.’ Since the Father is spirit, then the Son
he sent was Spirit (Jn. 3:6).”
Nothing is said in this citation that remotely
supports the claim that Jesus was spirit, unless
something else was sent from the Father, which
was not Jesus. It gets more complex. After Mr.
Daly adds his own words to Jn. 3:13: “risen
into,” “the man,” and “now,” he writes: “See?
A ‘Spirit God’ came down from heaven, and a
‘physical man’ came down from heaven.”
That I do not see. It sounds contradictory.
Are these two beings one and the same? Mr.
Daly’s answer is bewildering:
“As the Gospel accounts tell us, they came
down during the same generation. [A generation is variously defined as twenty-five to forty
years.] These could not be the same being, nor
could they ever have become the same being
(see John 3:6).”
And he concludes: “A physical son came
from heaven, was reborn as a flesh, bone, and
blood human.”
This has to be tricky, even for God, but Mr.
Daly writes: “Is anything impossible for God?”
After the physical son came down from heaven, where physical beings are unable to survive,
a spiritually begotten God came down from
heaven and “emptied himself into the physical
man.” Whoa! That sounds like classic spirit possession. Such bodily possession, I recall, was virtually always considered demonic, accomplished by malevolent preternatural entities.
Logic confronts us with a critical, ontological
question.15 “. . . Aristotle maintained that the
law of noncontradiction is more than a law of
thought because it is first a law of being.”16 If
the law of noncontradiction is at work today,
God cannot, simultaneously, be a true monotheistic being and a polytheistic “God is a fam-

said, ‘I will go forth, and will be a lying spirit in
the mouth of all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You
are to entice him, and you shall succeed; go
forth and do so’ ” (1 Ki. 22:21-22, RSV).
“Therefore God sends upon them a strong
delusion, to make them believe what is false,
so that all may be condemned who did not
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness” (2 Thess. 2:11-12, RSV).
Huh? Let’s face it, somebody is wrong. Either
God changed and became something else, or
he did not. Can misleading Christian deception,
fiction and half-truths be deemed evil, even if
done sincerely, such that, in effect, they contradict the perceived power or even the existence
of God? One famous politician stated:
“The great enemy of truth is very often not
the lie—deliberate, contrived and dishonest
—but the myth—persistent, persuasive and
unrealistic. Too often we hold fast to the
clichés of our forebears. We subject all facts to
a prefabricated set of interpretations. We
enjoy the comfort of opinion without the discomfort of thought.”18
“If in the field of reason no man can hope to
attain perfect knowledge of truth, it does not
follow that truth does not exist or cannot be
known. Truth is absolute, knowledge is relative. . . . Before [the truth] can be known, if
ever, reason must discover and reassemble all
its countless particles into a whole, an infinite
task which no man himself can expect to fulfill,
but one that must go on without end if truth is
ever to be known. Consequently, every man
must be free to let whatever ray of light may be
vouchsafed him shine forth and to search the
scriptures for more light. Preachers should not
assume, because they speak so much and without contradiction, that they alone are wise . . .
Who knows by whom God will choose to discover the truth? To be sure, some will mistake
darkness for light, but error is indispensable to
the discovery of truth. . . . We must, then, not
seek or expect to rid ourselves of error once
and for all, but to grow more skillful in exposing it as the means of discovering its opposite.
The worst and most damning error, the prime
heresy into which Satan would betray us, is

anger and persecution of those who think differently from us. . . .Truth requires no sword but
only a free field for its eternal argument
against error. When men are free, truth goes on
forever getting the better of the argument;
when they are not, error always wins.”19
“Another universal principle comes to fore
here; ‘the universal Goodness of God.’ This
mantra is coming under fire here as God is getting painted in bad colours. Two situations
arise. Either this is actually not the God that we
know—The One worthy of Praise and worship;
or this ascription isn’t true—i.e., the Bible is
false. As regards the forbidden fruit, God said:
‘In the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt
surely die’ (Gen. 2:17). But the serpent said, ‘Ye
shall not surely die’ (3:4). Satan’s statement
proved true, God’s statement proved untrue.
So, according to the Bible, the first truth told to
man was from the devil, and the first lie told to
man was from God.This can’t be true.We apply
inductive logic again. Nonetheless, we are led
to the irrefutable conclusion that the one
whom Christians worship, condoles [is sympathetic with] lies, especially if it is to spread the
message. Dean Milman, in his ‘History of
Christianity’ says: ‘It was admitted and avowed
that to deceive into Christianity was so valuable a service as to hallow deceit itself.’ Paul
was deceptive and would even boast of it. He
says: ‘Being crafty, I caught you with guile’ (2
Cor. 12:16). ‘Unto the Jews I became as a Jew,
that I might gain the Jews’ (1 Cor. 9:20). ‘I am
made all things to all men’ (1 Cor. 9:22). ‘For if
the truth of God hath more abounded through
my lie unto his glory, why yet am I also judged
as a sinner?’ (Rom. 3:7).”20
The answer to The Inquiry: “Yes, deceit
and corruption within Christianity may certainly undermine the concept of God’s attributed
omnipotence and even the nature of his very
existence.”
Dang it! Out of space again.
—F. Paul Haney, cfministries@att.net
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Change
If you have heard The Christ, and you have been taught by him,
put off the old man concerning former conversations and be
renewed in the spirit of your mind so you can put on the new
man (or woman) (Ephesians 4:21-24). If any be in Christ, they
are a new creature (2 Corinthians 5:17).
Put off the old. Put on the new. Be a new creature. Easy to say,
not so easy for some people to accomplish. Becoming a ‘new
creature’ requires significant change to lifestyle with locked-in
weekly Sabbaths, annual holy days, things no longer to be
eaten, activities no longer appropriate. Sometimes even the
wardrobe requires changing.
Change is required for the new creature to get in step with God
(Galatians 5). Bad habits need replacing. Lusts of the flesh,
adultery, fornication, witchcraft, hatred, wrath, strife, heresy,
drunkenness, malice, blasphemy, vainglory, backbiting, provoking and envying need to be replaced with the fruits of God’s
Spirit, mercy, kindness, humbleness, meekness, longsuffering,
forgiveness, love, joy, peace and temperance.
The new man or woman needs to eliminate tunnel vision. They
become proactive about what is the good and perfect will of
God (Romans 12:1-2). They become actively on guard for unproven religious ideas and doctrines, some they themselves had
gathered during their ‘old life.’
They begin mimicking the biblical Bereans who were called
‘noble’ for their religious diligence (Acts 17:11). The new creature revisits, sifts and scrutinizes things they think they know no
longer accepting what others say without backing by facts and
proofs (2 Corinthians 13:1).
The new man or woman strives to become a living sacrifice
serving God and to walk in the light of God’s Spirit. The Spirit
leads only into truth (John 16:13). No longer can they afford to
coast along immersed in the ways of the world. They put on the
brakes ceasing as one of the many lemmings rushing headlong
toward the cliff edge to oblivion. The new creature develops a
healthy fear of The Almighty understanding that He is not ‘playing church’ and that many people are called, but few will be
chosen (Matthew 22:14).
The eyes of a new man or woman have become blessed. The
dark blinders have come off.
The ears of the new man or woman have become blessed. The
stoppers have come out. Jesus told followers: “I say unto you
that many prophets and righteous men have desired to see the
things which you see, yet have not seen them, and to hear
those things which you hear, yet have not heard them”
(Matthew 13:16-17).
Many people would like changes to their lives. That is nothing
new. The ancient Children of Israel in Egypt wanted change.
They were slaves and were being physically worked to death.
They badly needed change! They cried to God because of their
hard labors (Exodus 2:23).

But those Israelites did not want a change of location. What
they wanted was for God to get the Egyptians off their backs so
they could stay in their homes tending their patches of leeks,
melons, onions and garlic (Numbers 11:4-5).
Moses was summoned from a burning bush by God. Moses was
told the cry of the people had been heard. “I am come to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians,” God told Moses. “I
am to bring them out (of Egypt) to a large and good land flowing with milk and honey” (Exodus 3:7-8).
With brother Aaron, Moses returned to Egypt to meet with the
elders of the Children of Israel. Moses told all that God had in
mind for them (Genesis 17:7-8). When the Israelites heard God
had visited and seen their situation, they believed, bowed their
heads, and worshipped (Exodus 4:29-31).
Pharaoh, of course, was not receptive to the idea of letting go
of his free labor force. Even after Moses challenged the
Egyptian king for the lives of the people and warned of punishments upon Egypt for refusal, Pharaoh did refuse to let the
people go. Pharaoh did more than refuse. He increased the
workload of the people by withholding straw required for the
making of bricks (Exodus 5:21).
The officers of the Children of Israel saw they were ‘in evil case’
after Pharaoh took away the straw. As they came forth from
Pharaoh after hearing about needing to supply their own straw,
they said to Moses and Aaron: “The LORD look upon you and
judge, because you have caused us to be offensive in the eyes
of Pharaoh” (Exodus 5:19-21).
Being free of bondage was something the Israelites desperately
wanted. But things were not going as the people expected.
Freedom was taking too long to acquire. God had offered them
change, and they had agreed for God to get them out of their
situation, but when the going got a bit tougher the people bickered and accused instead of giving God time to work things out.
First God was going to show the Egyptians who really was a
god. Pharaoh was considered a deity by his people. That idea
was to be corrected. “I will get Me honor upon Pharaoh, and
upon all his host, upon his chariots, and upon his horsemen,”
God had told Moses way back at the burning bush. “The
Egyptians shall know that I am The LORD!” (Exodus 14:17-18).
For the old man or woman, conformity with the world had been
easy. Nothing was asked or expected in return. Before it had
been all fun and games. But for the new man or woman standing firm against worldly conformity is expected. Some have
described the rejecting of worldly ways as swimming upstream
against a strong current. However, to obtain the kind of lasting
freedom God offers does not come by sitting back and doing
nothing expecting God to do everything. Freedom is a gift that
requires some effort.
In the Parable of The 10 Virgins (Matthew 25), five of the virgins
are considered ‘foolish.’ Upon arrival of the Bridegroom, the
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.”

foolish are rejected as ‘unknown.’ How can that be? Jesus Christ
rejects virgins?
Some people think their rejection occurs because the foolish
had lost the Holy Spirit. That is not the correct answer. Notice:
The foolish virgins have no oil. The wise tell the foolish to go buy
some oil. Surely the wise did not tell the foolish to go buy Spirit?
Loss of the Spirit is not the reason the foolish are rejected. The
foolish wanted what God offered. But when it came down to it,
they were lazy servants not putting forth sufficient effort. They
had not been showing ‘light.’ They were not even doing the simple and required ‘first works’ (Ephesians 2:5). Their works were
dead (Hebrews 6:1). Jesus said his Father worked, therefore he
also would work (John 5:17).
Jesus told his disciples to work. “Let your light so shine before
men,” Jesus told followers, “that they may see your good works
and glorify your Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).
The Son of Man shall come in the glory of his Father with His
angels, and then he shall reward every man according to his
works (Matthew 16: 27).
Go you, therefore, and teach (Mark 16:15). Teaching about God.
His coming kingdom, the commandments, etc., is the personal
duty and occupation of each and every individual who claims to
be one of God’s children.
As for those old Israelites in Egypt, they wanted change, but
they wanted it on their terms. God doesn’t do things that way.
Maybe some of those old Israelites might be given the benefit
of the doubt by God. They really couldn’t understand the bigger
picture. They were not ‘coupled’ with God’s Spirit. When a person does not have the Spirit attached to their brain, they are not
of sound mind “neither can they understand the spiritual things
of God” (1 Corinthians 2:11-14 / 2 Timothy 1:7).
In the parable of the talents (Matthew 25:18, 26), one servant
did not use what he had been given. Because of that he was
called ‘wicked and slothful’ when his master came for an
accounting. The individual who receives God’s Spirit, yet does
nothing with it, is not showing light. They are slothful and playing with eternal fire!
Jesus never minced words when he spoke to the corrupt religious leaders of his day. “My Father, whom you say is your god
. . . .” That statement was a clear a warning! They had the
wrong god by refusing to listen to what Jesus was teaching
about his Father in heaven (John 8:54). Easily the word ‘God’
would pass from between their lips, however it meant nothing
to Him who sat upon the throne in heaven, and Jesus knew it!
The new man or woman needs to grow in grace and knowledge
(2 Peter 3:18). They study to show themselves approved (2
Timothy 2:15). Knowledge causes growth, and growth change.
To wish for change changes nothing. Actions are required.
Jesus was asked what was the great commandment of God’s Law
(Matthew 22:36-38). His reply: “Love The Lord your God with all

One of the biggest changes some people have had to make is
the development of true love for God, something that is not
possible if they do not know who God is.
The First Commandment says no ‘gods’ are to be placed before
(original word is above) Him who gave the commandment
(Exodus 20:3). When people place other individuals or objects
before The Almighty they break this commandment. The worship
of Jesus Christ, Mary mother of Jesus, and objects or other
Beings, physical or spiritual, breaks the First Commandment. It
is sin, as well as idolatry.
Chapters 42 and 43 of Isaiah provide identity information some
have been ignoring. Chapter 42:1—“Behold My servant whom
I uphold. He is Mine elect in whom My soul delights. I have put
My Spirit upon him, and he shall bring forth judgment to the
Gentiles.” Who was this servant? Who does the servant serve?
(Matthew 12:18-23).
Chapter 42, verses 5, 6, 7—“Thus says God, The Lord, He who
created the heavens and stretched them out, He that spread
forth the earth and that which comes out of it, He that gives
breath to the people upon it and Spirit to them that walk therein: ‘I, The Lord, have called you (the servant) in righteousness,
and will hold your hand, and will keep you, and give you for a
covenant of the people, for a light of the Gentiles, to open blind
eyes, to bring out prisoners from the prison.’ ” Who fulfilled
these descriptions?
Isaiah 43:10, 11, 12, 13—“Understand that I am He! Before
Me there was no God formed, neither shall there be after Me. I,
even I, am The LORD, and beside Me there is no savior. I have
declared, and I have saved, and I have shown. I am God. Before
the day was, I am He. There is none that can deliver out of My
hand. I will work, and who shall prevent it?”
Some people claim allegiance to and kinship with God. But who
do they think is God, the Father or the son of the Father? Who
is doing the ‘speaking’ in the Isaiah scriptures? Who eventually
sent His servant?
Jesus said his Father was greater than he. John 13:16—“Verily,
verily, I say unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord;
neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him.”
Jesus can not be the One who is called ‘The Lord’ and ‘Almighty
God’ (Genesis 17:1 / Exodus 6:2-3). After all, how many
almighty gods can there be? Besides, The LORD speaking in
Isaiah 43 says He alone is God, and that there are no others.
Let him that thinks he stands take heed lest he fall (1
Corinthians 10:12).
★ ★ ★
The parable of the 10 virgins is covered in our free study booklet: Virgins of Light. You can also request a list of other available
study subjects from the address below.
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Exit Nimrod
Part 2

I

f today happens to be Monday, it really is not.
That is just the fake name by Satan for it on his
calendar. Each day for fake god Nimrod or his
family using different aliases. Similar to the constellation Orion, standing for Nimrod ascended
to the heavens. Certainly not God’s name for it.
No day for pagan gods is on God’s calendar.
No holidays appear on it. The only high
days are Sabbaths. In an average year it has
over 52 Sabbaths (weekly ones plus a few
annual ones not on a weekly Sabbath). No need
for other rest days or holidays. God determines
which days are rest days to refrain from ordinary work.
Holidays of man (Nimrod days) can easily
conflict with one another. There are many
nations and each has its own set of holidays.
Compound that with nations moving the same
holiday to another day of the year, and having
different holidays on the same day compared to
other nations. God solves all these conflicts by
having only one law (Ex 12:49), so each nation
keeps the same calendar and Sabbaths on it.
Holidays as Christmas are not just one day
but an entire season. Likewise, God’s annual
Sabbaths define seasons (Lev 23:4), so a holiday in those seasons interferes with God’s purpose in that season. Even all year, just as the
weekly Sabbath is to be remembered all week
(Ex 20:8). The annual Sabbaths and their plan
for man thought of all year.
Birthdays, Christmas and Thanksgiving
emphasize giving, but true giving should not
depend on just one day or season. Most people
on these days self indulge more.

Thanksgiving Day and slaughter
It is like Columbus Day. Americans forget or
do not know about the massacre of Indians
already settled in the Americas, including
women and children. The genocide perpetrated
by the Pilgrims happened within a generation’s
time against the tribe that aided their survival in
the new land. Not the fairy tale of two peoples
joined on T-Day and living happily ever after
together. After all, most Indians were killed or
had to live on reservations (nicer name than
concentration camps) away from their own
land, and on land Whites did not want.
“Considering that virtually none of the standard fare surrounding Thanksgiving contains
an ounce of authenticity, historical accuracy or
cross-cultural perception, why is it so apparently ingrained? Is it necessary to the American
psyche to perpetually exploit and debase its victims in order to justify its history?”—Michael
Dorris (his words apply to Columbus Day, too)
Were the Pilgrims really nice people who
helped found the US? They robbed Indian
graves for useful items and antagonized most
any Indian they happened to come across. What
about their hypocrisy of religious tolerance?
“The Pilgrims [fled] England to impose their
own narrow orthodoxy. Settlers who strayed
from the doctrines of Governor William Bradford were punished—even executed—for their
heresy.” Not exactly the rosy picture of holiday
lore. Fleeing religious intolerance in England,
they imposed their own in America.
Catholics introduced Christmas ham to test
those as Marranos who claimed conversion to
Catholicism (to avoid its Inquisition). If they did
not eat the ham, they were not really converted.
What if T-Day promoted ham like Christmas
ham? Many households do have unclean meat
with the turkey. What if ham substituted for
turkey? Turkey was not an essential part of the
tradition of T-Day until the late 1800s.
In regards to any practices about God, we
should not be led by false believers about when
and how to honor Him, since they are ignorant
of Him. Only in the future will they know Him
(Jer 24:7; 31:34; perhaps sooner if they are
called later in this age). More and more stores
are open for business on T-Day (Luke 16:13 we
cannot serve God and mammon). Requiring
their workers to work and their customers take
part in the Christmas sales frenzy. So T-Day
myths include not only its tragic beginning but
ending. Commercialization objected to like
other holidays.
If you keep T-Day: Do you somehow use a
filter to separate out Christmas sales invading
it? Filter out the countdown to Christmas, the
number of shopping days left to Christmas
beginning with T-Day? Separate out the
parades which feature Christmas themes and
the advent of Santa Claus? If so, you better
check that filter! It lets Nimrod in! On Thor’s

Day for the Santa Claus equivalent of god Thor.
Two holidays frequently fall on the starting
day of the Feast of Tabernacles—Canadian
Thanksgiving and US Columbus Day. If they
do, which day is it really? The others are bogus.
T-Day is like Christmas. There are a few historical aspects correct, but both perpetuate
myths. Pilgrims eventually massacred the tribe
that had helped them, even kicking their heads
around like soccer balls. And celebrated this like
many military victories with thanksgiving feasts.
If you have the T-Day meal with other family members who do not believe in the true
God, you are equating their god(s) with yours.
They, in effect like other Mystery Babylon religions, think everyone somehow ends up going
to the same place. Some of your family members may keep the day and meal as a nice family reunion and not be particularly thankful.
Some may be atheists who enjoy T-Day for the
family tradition, but have Satan as their default
god. And they don’t mind keeping Christmas
in a secular way, too, since spiritually both are
for Satan, the god of this world.
A few people claim the Pilgrims were righteous (despite their crimes and massacre against
the Indians) and kept God’s Sabbath. If this
was so, why don’t US citizens follow their
example in this, instead of desecrating the
Sabbath each week and most keep Sunday
instead (at least tacitly)?
Can a day (Thanksgiving) really be kept by
millions of unconverted people to honor the
true God, or is it more likely they are just honoring another false god as they do all year
long? Many people object to the encroachment
of Christmas sales into Thanksgiving Day, but
do not object to Christmas and Santa Claus in
the Thanksgiving parades!
Again, what were those who set up T-Day
thinking? Washington tried, but he was a
Mason who worshiped the Eye of Horus
(Osiris-Nimrod). Lincoln thought Sunday was
the Sabbath. Mrs. Hale urged T-Day and
Christmas be kept.
The Gregorian calendar was an attempt to
make sure Easter fell in the right season according to the first Council of Nicea. So they
rejected God’s Passover for Easter, and the calendar was for its church holidays. The premiere being Sunday, and Mothering Sunday
which morphed into Mother’s Day, or as it
should be called, Mother’s Sunday. Father’s
Sunday likewise. If the situation was reversed
and God had us keep Mother’s Sabbath, you
know the world would desecrate it. Is the world
more dedicated to their false gods than true
believers to God?
If International Thanksgiving Day is established, will you keep it? Keep it together in
spirit with others as the pope, witches, medicine men and the Dalai Lama? How much different is that from US Thanksgiving Day? Not
much. Virtually identical.

Right Holy Day, wrong ideas
Even though we may keep the right Holy
Days, we may not be keeping them properly.
Like the Jews have a parade of sponge cakes
during the Days of Unleavened Bread. While
they know leavened products should be avoided then, they do not understand that vaunting
the self and being puffed up (1 Cor 13:4) are
also wrong then. The lesson that should be
applied all year. Puff the Magic Dragon comes
to mind. Pharisees wanted the chief seats, not
what Christ had in mind, that he who exalts
himself will be abased, and the reverse is true
(Luke 14:8-11). As Jesus pointed out in the
Parable of the Good Samaritan, a despised
Samaritan loved his neighbor better than a
priest and a Levite who went out of their way
to avoid someone in need.
HWA urged members to live in luxurious
housing at Feasts, but it is a waste of money.
One member had trouble getting others to stay
with him in a penthouse suite available from
his work. God’s idea is the opposite, to always
be humble. The Old Testament example was a
temporary or makeshift dwelling of branches
(Lev 23:39-40) or tents as the Israelites who
tabernacled with God in the wilderness (1 Chr
17:5-6). The idea is nonpermanent, inexpensive housing. Such a model sukkah (see Wikipedia) was often displayed at his Feast sites
also! Too many missed the Feast’s focus in
plain sight! Though enough shelter so members do not have to suffer through the Feast in
extreme weather. Excess 2nd tithe is better
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used to help poorer brethren attend. Jesus said
what we do for the least of the brethren we do
it as to Him (Mat 25:37-40). We are to rejoice
in the Feast, including the stranger, the fatherless and the widow (De 16:14).
A wrong practice for any Sabbath is to eat
and pay in restaurants. The same people who do
will avoid shopping for food in a grocery store
on a Sabbath, but somehow a restaurant is different to them! Some give the flimsy excuse
that the restaurant workers will work then without us, so their sin causes us to sin, too?! God
commanded anyone in our employ to have the
day off, including work animals (Ex 20:10). We
should treat humans higher than animals.
God tells us to provide food for ourselves on
Sabbaths on the previous day of preparation, as
the manna episode. No manna came on the Sabbath, so all food had to be made before the Sabbath. On annual Sabbaths He does allow normal
food preparation, so eating in restaurants then
should not be done. If everyone keeps God’s
Holy Days, no restaurant is open then. Nehemiah
forbade buying food then (Neh 10:31). Convenience (or laziness) is not a good excuse!
This means do not trust your pastor unless
you can prove to yourself what he says to do or
not is actually and properly from the Bible. Too
many pastors, even COG pastors, may lead
people astray (Jer 50:6) and really may be the
main thrust of Satan’s attack against us. COGs
will suspend Church business on Sabbaths, but
some allow eating in restaurants then—business as usual!

Satan’s gospel music industry
Obviously, the rock group KISS is of
Satan—Knights In Satan’s Service. While they
publicly deny that, they dress, act and apply
makeup like a child of Satan. Plus they employ
all capital lettering, and the SS is displayed like
lightning bolts of the Nazi SS. Other groups
may less obviously serve Satan, but still bow to
him in lyrics and antics. What is most dear to
Satan are those singing false gospel music to
deceive. They use possibly good themes, even
may have scripturally sounding words that
make it seem they are actually good. These
counterfeits can be very good in their imitations
of what is right, yet still convey Satan’s gospel.
Satan controls most of the music industry,
many of the most popular musicians sold their
souls for fame and fortune. Many portray rituals or gestures of Satan in their acts on stage.
Others are not so into Satan, but are deceived
and deceive others. Barry Manilow sang I
make the songs the whole world sings, and
COGs recognized this could apply to Satan.
But neglected looking more into worship songs
COGs were singing.
We must become mature Christians, not
fooled by Satan’s devices. Not fooled by seemingly good words and music as some Christmas
carols. Michael Maybrick under the name Stephen Adam wrote the music for The Holy City
with refrain Jerusalem, Jerusalem, Lift up your
gates and sing. It is sung for special music in
some COG worship services. Frederic Weatherly wrote the lyrics. Both were Freemasons,
steeped in Mystery Babylon ideas. Masons
might have good advice about building, but their
religious ideas are wrong. Do the spiritually
challenged compose our worship hymns?
In the blue Hymnal, HWA claimed singing
Protestant songs was like singing a lie. Similar
to preaching a false gospel. He strived to get rid
of songs by false believers, but still allowed
some. Under Tkach, the burgundy Hymnal
came out with more Protestant hymns, 43%
total. Including the pagan Harvest Home (a
precursor to T-Day). They tend to have better
words or tunes, but their spirit is wrong. We are
to try the spirits (1 John 4:1), to ascertain the
spirit behind any practice and shun the evil.
Too many church members do not scrutinize
the songs selected, and blindly trust song and
choir leaders to select the right ones. But this is
an important conduit for Satan to funnel wrong
ideas and spirit to members. This was recognized the first time UCGIA met for the Feast in
San Diego, causing complaints by many.
Some convert secular music into false gospel songs. I Will Follow Him was sung in the
film Sister Act, acted as if performed by nuns
for the pope. Does God approve of secular
songs converted, from man and woman love,
to love for God? Or are they just false gospel
songs? Similarly for the film, My Guy was
changed to My God, so a woman’s love for a
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man switched to humans’ love for God. It is
wise to avoid singing these songs, really false
gospel music. Though as secular songs they
originally were for humans and not bad
(though exaggerated some). An elder with a
good voice used to visit us, give a sermon and
sing a song, usually You Light Up My Life. Was
that a good idea? “Although written as a love
song, Debby Boone interpreted the song as
inspirational and stated that she recorded the
song for God [and popularized it] . . . later she
went on to sing gospel music and had a
Christmas album.” So she sang false gospel
music, and the song was part of that. Singing
worship songs derived from secular songs
composed by unconverted people is not wise.
How can they lead us in true worship? Satan
uses appealing music or words to get his foot in
the door as a salesman.
Some Protestants claim they should not sing
Catholic songs since that represents Mystery
Babylon and falsehood. Not realizing Protestants do too, though to a lesser extent. As avoiding so many idols, but allow idol use as crosses
and steeples-obelisks. All Protestant songs
should be avoided by true Christians since they
are still part of Mystery Babylon worship.
Trying to sing false songs for true worship is
like using fake money as real. Some counterfeits can appear to be genuine. Even if counterfeiters use the same paper, ink and design as
the real ones, their bills are not issued by the
government rightly. So no matter how good a
Protestant song sounds, it still has to be fake.
As the song goes (really about Satan), He’s got
the whole world in his hands.

Do you sing Nimrod songs?
The Hallelujah Chorus of Handel’s Messiah
is sometimes sung for special music. But his
Messiah really amounts to Nimrod. Handel
composed Messiah for Easter, and later it was
sung for Christmas, too, of the same spirit.
Since Handel “composed sacred music for the
Roman clergy” his songs should be avoided.
He claimed when composing the Hallelujah
Chorus that he saw God and the angels in
Heaven. Really? Like the apostles Paul and
John? Or is it more likely he was deceived
about that along with other spiritual matters?
The Battle Hymn of the Republic and Onward Christian Soldiers were Civil War songs
to inspire fighting, brother against brother.
Composed by unconverted people who do not
know the true God, so when they invoked God
in their songs, it was really a false god. False
Christians invoke their false Christ or Nimrod
unknowingly, a long-haired hippy.
The tune of Glorious Things of Thee Are
Spoken is the same as a German national anthem Deutschland über Alles (Germany above
All Others), sung by members of the evil Skull
and Bones Club as the Bushes and Kerry.
John Newton wrote Amazing Grace and
How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds. Though
a transformed infidel, he was not really converted and believed in the Trinity (of Nimrod,
wife and son). HWA allowed singing Come
Thou Almighty King but had the 4th verse deleted for stating about the Trinity. Can we take
pagan songs and cut out the bad parts to sing
for God to be pleased? Can we bring a clean
thing out of an unclean thing (Job 14:4)?
Are we like a baby who puts anything into
its mouth, singing any song which sounds
good? What about one by a lesbian? Katherine
Bates, a lesbian, composed America the Beautiful. Sung in Canada, Mexico and Australia
with America changed to the nation’s name.
Similar to My Country ’Tis of Thee, national
anthem of Germany, Sweden and Russia before the US so could hardly be showing God
blessing the US alone.
A Catholic against Protestants wrote “If an
anti-Catholic who holds to the ‘another Jesus’
theory wants to be consistent, he should stop
singing All Creatures of Our God and King from
now on, because it praises the ‘Catholic Jesus’!”
This Catholic song is in Tkach’s Hymnal.
COGs proclaim other religions as Catholics
and Protestants (part of Mystery Babylon) do
not know the true God, and they preach a false
Jesus. So when they sing about Christ and God
they are actually referring to false gods. Yet
many of these same COGs will sing some
Protestant songs as if they are good for worship
of the true God! The same cognitive dissonance as on Thanksgiving Day.
The song Candy Man sounds great for kids
about the one who creates a sunrise, but really
refers to one who sells drugs to get high on.
And thus Satan. While certainly not a worship
song, you can see Satan’s ploy in it, so he appears like God.
False worship songs please men and not
God (Gal 1:10). We are warned to avoid another or false gospel (1:6-7). Including false
gospel music even if it sounds like it is from an
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angel (1:8). Listening to false gospels, either
spoken or sung, can lead to our accepting another or false spirit (2 Cor 11:4).
Singing songs of praise to God may be just
noise to Him or polluted sacrifices (Amos 5:2326). God may not appreciate good songs if we
are deep in sin (8:3-6,10).
He does not accept any kind of sacrifice (Mal
1:8). Some special music performers admit they
are tempted to choose songs for applause (when
allowed) instead of more meaningful ones. By
trying to please men, God may not be pleased.
Should we look to the unconverted to compose God-inspired hymns? Paul warned of selfseekers, lovers of pleasure more than God with
only a form of religion (2 Tim 3:4-5).

US flag represents Nimrod-Satan
Really not surprising since the British flag has
3 crosses standing for fake Christianity. Crosses
were used in false religions before Christ came
as human. As if false Christianity times 3 was
not enough, the British use dragon images in
statues and seals. The most public display of
dragons is in The City of London most everywhere (search the Internet for images). Similar
to the profuse number of false gods displayed at
Washington DC. Though they look better than
dragons, they still mean false gods, Satan the
dragon and demons. Like the grotesques on
Britain’s and Canada’s Parliament buildings.
All nations have propaganda designed by
demons in charge of each nation for its own citizens, claiming the nation is good. Telling in its
history lore its grand beginning. Many in the US
claim it started out well, but lately is not so, and
needs to return to the better days and ways. In
reality, the US started out bad and got worse over
time. A Masonic nation, but which nation is not?
Tobacco and opium addicted millions, yet
were part of the economic foundation of the US
and continues. Blacks were killed or captured
and sent to the US as slaves. Despite the rhetoric of being a free country, the US continued
slavery over 100 years. Then Blacks were considered 2nd class citizens, many harassed and
even lynched. They had to sit in the back of
buses, use different restrooms and drinking
fountains than Whites—inferior ones. Blacks
are to avoid racial profiling by police treating
them as suspects for crimes just because of their
color. Sundown towns throughout the US, most
in the Midwest, had posted signs telling Blacks
they were not welcome after sundown. This was
enforced by violence, even killing.
Masons led the nation, spiritually of mystery
religions: business leaders, US presidents, most
all Continental Army generals and Founding
Fathers. In like vein, ‘Christians’ claim the US
began as a Christian nation. But this was in
name only. Most all US Christians kept Satan’s
Sabbath of Sunday and Easter, his Passover
fake. Some COG members seem so brainwashed
by US propaganda that they believe the US leads
the world rightly, yet they also believe Christ
will come again and punish all nations for
mounting sins, particularly modern Israelite nations! God did not even give Israel the land because of their righteousness (De 9:6-14).
The American Red Cross does some good,
but conveys that Nimrod’s cross symbol saves
or he is savior. Like the symbol of doctors of 1
or 2 entwined snakes on a winged rod.
Having a dragon on it (as Wales) is obvious,
but snakes can convey the same idea, as two different early US flags, one with 13 red and white
stripes. These are still used as protest flags by
US citizens. A third was Franklin’s proposed
flag, a snake in sections for each colony, and US
newspaper mastheads used it.
US money has the All-Seeing-Eye of Nimrod.
This part of the US Great Seal was hidden over
100 years. Likewise, the Eye flag, too. An early
US flag had the 13 red and white stripes with the
Eye as canton, so the snake and Eye represent the
same thing, though stars were substituted to hide
the meaning of Satan. The Eye was difficult to
sew, and its meaning hid by stars. Cuba’s and
Puerto Rico’s flags resemble a Masonic apron
with its Eye replaced by a 5-point star.
May we display our nation’s flag in pride, or
wear smaller versions on our garments? Not if it
bears the pagan cross. Queen Elizabeth changed
the flag of Wales in 1953 from cross to dragon,
and it became Prince Charles’ flag. Dragon or
cross, it means the same thing—Nimrod or

Satan. False religion, in this case false Christianity. You surely would not wear the Wales
dragon flag, why wear the equivalent?
The US flag committee yielded to a Professor
who urged adoption of the red and white stripes
as rays of the sun for the sun god, and the British
Union Jack as the canton of 3 crosses. A cross
represents a false god, in this case the sun god.
First used on July 2, 1776, and seen by British
soldiers who approved of it, being identical to the
British East India Company’s flag. US remained
a virtual colony of the company-nation.
Each nation is ruled by a demon, so each
nation’s flag stands for a demon and thus represents Satan (Dan 10:13,20-21; Eph 6:12). The
Washington Monument or obelisk of Nimrod
has 50 US flags (not state flags) encircling it as
a fertility act—2500 stars.
Masons designed nations’ flags. Venus and
its 5-point star symbol stands for Lucifer or
Satan. Masons use the calendar of Lucifer with
Anno Lucis or Year of Light-Lucifer for dates
on Masonic-built edifices such as US national
buildings. Manly Hall claimed Masons have the
seething energy of Lucifer in their hands (Luke
4:5-7). And that the Statue of Liberty represents
the Sun Man, the Masonic Christ (its face
appears male). Its torch matches the Olympic
flame and that of the Better Business Bureau, all
represent Nimrod. And BBB stands for 666.
The Arizona flag is the Mason’s Blazing Star
with rays emanating from it, with capital of
Phoenix at 33º latitude. The present US flag
means the same, except with the rays horizontal
and color change. Symbols can mean many
things, so it is important to find out what the
user means by it and not just someone else’s use
for it. Albert Pike claimed top Masons worship
Lucifer as Son of the Morning or Venus, symbolized by the 5-point star.
Many nations use it on their war machines
aptly enough, and military uniforms, up to 5 stars
to represent generals. Police do the same (some
with 6 points), even adding the Eye to the badge,
representing who is really in charge of the world’s
forces, The City and the god of forces (Dan 11:38)
or Satan. Israel worshiped the star of their god,
figures made to worship (Acts 7:42-43).
Pike wrote “The Blazing Star has been regarded as the emblem of Omniscience or the
All-Seeing Eye, which to the Egyptian initiates
was the emblem of Osiris [Nimrod], the Creator.” A US veteran’s or president’s casket is
draped with a US flag, then later folded into a
triangle with the stars showing—to mean the
All-Seeing-Eye triangle. So Osiris is thus honored, as dead presidents lying in state in the
Rotunda to signify Apollyon or Osiris rising.
The war vet is actually a sacrifice to Satan, the
god of war, opposed to the God of peace (Ps
34:14; 120:7). Confederate Masons in the Civil
War proposed using the Eye symbol for their
flag design as in the early US, but opted for the
X-cross of false Christianity.
The Freemasonry symbol for the 28º Knight of
the Sun Adept is a 5-point star, so it means the sun
or sun god Satan. Masons went further in nations’
flag designs, using stars of 6 or 7 points, though
they all refer to the Eye or Satan. Most Islam
nations’ flags use the moon crescent (some with a
5-point star). To represent the moon god, like the
US sun god flag, both for worship of the host of
heaven (De 17:3) or Satan and his cohorts. While
many in the US might balk at learning their flag
represents Satan, they would readily see Islam’s
moon god worship in their flags.
First aid is represented by the Red Cross, by
the Red Hexagram of Israel, and the Red
Crescent of Islam—from worship of the host of
heaven. These symbols represent a savior
(Nimrod) and false worship, to save people, at
least physically.
Top corporate logos of Eye, or triangle or
pyramid signify the same. Like using pagan god
names for companies, products or services. Big
firms tout patriotism while outsourcing jobs
overseas and hide their money in tax evasion
scams as offshore accounts.
While the Bible symbolizes angels by stars
(Rev 1:20), it does not indicate any points. Demons or fallen angels are represented by falling
or blazing ‘stars’ (12:4 like fiery meteors).
While the good Church is symbolized by a
crown of 12 stars (12:1), the number of points,
if any, are not mentioned. But the European
Union flag of 12 such stars in a circle represents
the Virgin Mary, or a fake church. Freemasonry

Jan_Aaron_Young@q.com

loves many symbols to convey one meaning
while veiling the real one, known to adepts.
The eagle symbol was used by the Roman
Empire and the USA, substitute of a phoenix, as
well as icon for Roman god Jupiter. The dragon
is used in the East (as China) like the eagle is
used in the West, to represent the same thing,
Satan the dragon or snake. Many US displays do
use snakes to mean wisdom since the Serpent
gave Adam and Eve knowledge. Eagle Scout
lore (begun by Masons) tells how the eagle was
used in ancient religions as a good thing!
Other flags that clearly represent Satan: The
New Mexico flag has the solar cross—sun and
cross combined. The Greek flag resembles the
US flag in design (not color) with stripes, but a
cross substituted for the stars—versions of the
same idea. Liberia’s flag of alternating stripes is
the same as before 1847, but then the cross was
replaced by a 5-point star. Wikipedia’s icon for
Judaism is a stepped pyramid with a 5-point star
as ‘capstone’ so the star and Eye mean the same
thing to the designers (Masons).
Now we know why many US arenas at
games sport US flags the size of a football field.
It is a supreme idol and represents Satan. Satan
deceives almost the whole world (Rev 12:9). To
make people think they are worshiping the true
God, by worshiping him. The military tend to
support the arena-size flag, for the god of war. A
popular bumper sticker shows the US flag and
states Pride of Power (Job 41:34).
A recruiting gimmick at arena games and most
any outside event is a flyby of the Blue Angels.
Jets flying in tight formation, as close as 18 inches apart amaze crowds. But the downturn in the
US economy has curtailed their activity. Critics
complain of the noise, risk for the populace and
frightening children and pets. Vets with PTSD
may experience flashbacks to combat horror
when the jets roar above tree tops. In South Carolina a pilot injured 8 on the ground when crashing. killing himself and narrowly avoided others.
Is it worth the risk? How much is a human life
worth? According to Wikipedia, the Blue Angels
from practices and shows have a fatality rate of
10%! It was named after a nightclub. They and
their spectators frequently desecrate God’s Sabbath. Critics claim money could better be used to
help ailing city infrastructures than risking lives
for a short bit of entertainment for some, glorifying war ‘toys’ and war in general.
Harry Patch, the last soldier of WWI, said
“War is organized murder, and nothing else.”
John Robinson of Scotland and a Freemason
wrote that he was asked to join the Illuminati.
After studying it in 1798 he wrote Proofs of a
Conspiracy. “An association has been formed
for the express purpose of rooting out all the
religious establishments and overturning all the
existing governments . . . The leaders would
rule the world with uncontrollable power, while
all the rest would be employed as tools of the
ambition of their unknown superiors.”
Giuseppe Mazzini, 33º founder of Italian
Freemasonry, terrorist leader and Sicilian gangster, started the MAFIA, and took over Weishaupt’s Illuminati. He had close communication
with Confederate General Albert Pike who
headed US Illuminati and KKK. Revered by
Masons despite his KKK.
Babylon religion with priests migrated to
Pergamos (Satan’s seat then, Rev 2:13), later to
Antioch and Rome where Roman emperors became Pontifex Maximus, then popes of Rome.
God is calling His people out of Babylon. US
use of Phrygian caps derives from Phyrgia, district of Pergamos. Santa Claus has such a cap.
Lucifer in the Bible can be translated morning star meaning Venus, symbolized by the 5point star. In the book A Bridge to Light (1982)
by the Supreme Mother Council of Scottish
Rite, it states the 32º candidate is told of the
Holy Serpent as the God of Forces (Lucifer)
adored by Masons. So most of the world’s
forces of the military, police and security guards
have the stars to denote rank and authority.
God granted Solomon riches, but they went
to his head, for self-indulgence. The 666
marked him as the Mark of the Beast then (1 K
10:14-23). Similarly, Queen Elizabeth nodded
that she continues the Queen of Babylon, in the
Bohemian Grove brief breaking of secrecy televising it. Prince Charles’ investiture by her was
viewed by half a billion people on TV 7-1-1969.
The Wales dragon was on her chair. She gave
him an amethyst with 2 dragons (Rev 13:2). He
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vowed to be her liege man of life and limb and
of earthly worship.
Many Masons have been US presidents, and
George Washington was a Worshipful Master.
Most all US presidents are of the same bloodline of generational Satanists, of European royalty. The United Kingdom makes many laws
against racial discrimination, but its king and
queen can only be of one bloodline. The US
likewise touts freedom, but evidently US presidents have to be of the royal bloodline, too.
The UCGIA added two 5-point stars to its
logo. Why? Because of the prolific use of its
importance in the US (by Masons)? We should
avoid the appearance of evil if possible (1 Th
5:22). Crosses were not used, but stars that
mean the same thing?
Constantine had a (Satanic) vision of a cross
in the sky or sun, so cross and sun really refer to
Satan worship. As he tries to appear as God,
who refers to Himself as sun for comparison,
but not to worship as Him. Satan also symbolized the sun by using stars with 5-7 points, the
sun being the supreme star to us. And the 5point star for Lucifer/Venus, the Illuminator of
the Illuminati.
If Satan has a flag what would be on it? Obviously a red dragon as the flag of Wales. Was
tiny Wales his only seat of government, when
he really rules the world now? What about the
less obvious? He transforms himself into an
angel of light, so he likely uses a symbol representing a heavenly light as a star. The sun is the
hottest, brightest and largest of them all as seen
from earth.
Is the 5-point star really only a geometric
symbol? Do you use it because of the importance stressed on it by Freemasons steeped in
Mystery Babylon? They planned Washington
DC as the Masonic City, laid national buildings
according to astrology, made many god statues
and images for them and dated their cornerstones with year of Lucis-Lucifer.
Satan thinks highly of his flags, one in particular. The one for the Pledge of Allegiance to the
(US) Flag was composed by a fascist. When
Christ comes, an ensign will be a standard to
look up to and to rally behind even for Gentiles.
When the wild and predatory nature of animals
will cease, and the nature of strife will end of
humans (Isa 11:1-10).

God’s Feasts lessons
I saw a boy at a Feast of Tabernacles playing
with toy soldiers. This is the opposite idea God
has in mind, of beating war instruments into
farming ones, to learn war no more (Isa 2:4).
While the boy likely did not know any better,
how about the parents? Were they in effect
training him for war? If Satan or Nazis wanted
to instill in the next generation war is good
ideas, would they not do similarly? Perhaps
make cowboy and Indian fights look like fun?
Nowadays, simulations in computer games
make shooting bad guys appear fun, as being a
soldier fighting terrorists. And real recruiters
tend to pick those that love to play these games.
They are already partially trained for combat
and blood lust.
Holidays are fake holy days, Satan’s substitutes for God’s Sabbaths. Likewise, false gospel
songs are to get us into the wrong spirit, that of
Satan. If you do not investigate, how are you
trying the spirits?
It is safer to eat your already prepared food
on the Sabbath than eat in restaurants, so you
know the ingredients better. It is perfectly safe
to refrain from holidays considering how many
have been proven to be bad in the past. And
keep God’s Holy Days exclusively, like the
expectant Bride of Christ true to her Husband to
be. And safe to avoid honoring flags or other
symbols from Mystery Babylon. Why use the
very symbols Satan wants conveyed, as the star
on top of Christmas trees? The Christmas carol
lauds him as the star dancing in the night that
will bring us goodness and light as Lucifer.
Are crucial parts of the Laodicean lukewarm
attitude the following? Professing to do right,
while doing some wrong: Claiming to keep
God’s Sabbath but keeping Satan’s Sabbaths of
Mother’s and Father’s Sundays? Or paying to
eat in restaurants Sabbaths? And thus set a poor
example? Claiming Protestants are of the wrong
spirit and need to accept the Gospel, but sing
some of their worship songs or keep Thanksgiving Day for their false god?
Worship services in Masonic lodges or Protestant church buildings is not wise. Most would
not think of using a Catholic cathedral, but of
other false religions are all right?! Thanksgiving
Day is similar, partaking of the wrong spirit.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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How important are
doctrines to your salvation?

S

“

o He said to him, ‘Why do you call
Me good? No one is good but One,
that is, God. But if you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments’ ” (Mat 19:17). Jesus Christ indicated that keeping the commandments
was the way to receive salvation. The following verse, 18, clarifies that He was
specifically talking of the Ten Commandments. What do the Ten Commandments have to say about church
government, or a belief in an ever-burning hell, the identity of the twelve tribes
or the configuration, ‘nature,’ of God?
If someone keeps the Ten Commandments, but fellowships with a group that
isn’t organized according to your perception of “God’s government,” is their
keeping the commandments futile? Does
Jesus’ statement above no longer apply?
If someone keeps the Ten Commandments, but believes he will go to heaven
when He dies, is his keeping the commandments futile? Where did Christ indicate that might be so?
Is there something in the Ten Commandments that requires that one disavow the Trinity? We are to have no
other God before the Creator that gave
us these instructions. Does the Creator

intend that we respect His instruction,
or must one understand the physical configuration of the Creator?
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven”
(Mat 7:21). Jesus indicates that doing the
will of the Father is the standard for admittance into the Kingdom. This is no
surprise. His will has always been that we
keep the commandments. Understanding
the physical configuration of the Father
is not mentioned as a factor.
“But without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him” (Heb 11:6). One
must believe that God is. There doesn’t
seem to be any variation one way or the
other if one happens to be confused or
not as to His physical configuration.
Why would belief in the Trinity affirm
or void the above quoted scriptures? Doctrines such as this are in the same class as
circumcision. It was a marker of what
men thought was important at that time.
“Circumcision is nothing and uncircumcision
is nothing, but keeping the commandments of
God is what matters” (I Cor 7:19).
What is important about the Creator

is how He thinks, not how many faces
He might have or however one perceives
the Trinity. His way is embodied in the
Ten Commandments. Those who keep
His commandments walk with Him.
“Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments
of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and
to fear him” (Deu 8:6).
God is love (I John 4:8). We practice
the love of God when we keep His commandments (I John 5:3). Misunderstood
church organization, the exact reward He
promises or confusion about His physical
configuration does not constitute sin, but
misunderstanding, which will be easily
cleared up at Christ’s return, if not
before. Sin is what separates us from our
Creator, not misunderstanding.
Doctrines like these are major contributors to all the division within the
churches of God. Although we all generally agree about the Trinity, there are
other doctrines about which we don’t
agree that are equally unconnected with
the Ten Commandments and the fundamentals of salvation. Many have made
them the yardstick. The word of God
does not. The valid yardstick is the one
Jesus Christ used (Mat 19:17), quoted
above. We should save judgment for

Him. Isn’t it His job rather than ours?
Do we reject someone Christ does not?
The question we should ask is . . . “Do
I really understand the Ten Commandments?” Have I focused on government,
prophecy, the physical configuration of
the Creator or other academic subjects
and ignored serious thought towards
understanding His way? David pondered
His ways continually, yet He never claimed
a complete understanding. “I will meditate on Your precepts, and contemplate Your
ways” (Ps 119:15). Do we think we don’t
need to do this? We’re better than David?
Along with the actual Ten Commandments, God gave judgments that clarify
how to keep the commandments. According to these judgments everything
we do reflects on Jesus Christ. Have you
noticed where that is indicated? (Hint:
Ex 21.) Do you represent Him well or is
He frequently ashamed? If He is living
His life in you, do you make Him the servant of sin?
Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Creator
by a careful study especially of His covenant, the Ten Commandments, with His
judgments.

★ www.CreatorsCovenant.org or .com ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5).

“

B

By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
Church of God, Faithful Flock

low the trumpet in Zion, and sound an alarm
in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the earth tremble; for the Day of
the LORD is coming, for it is at hand” ( Joel
2:1; Ezekiel 7:1-2, 6-7, 12, 26).
The long-ago prophecy of famine to befall the house of
Israel as an end-time beginning punishment for its accelerating sins is now looming up like an enormous ghostly figure overshadowing this great country and the other nations of Israel
and will shortly thereafter lead into the Day of the LORD!
God through His prophet Joel speaks to us of THE DEVASTATING FAMINE that is even now beginning to TIGHTEN
its grip and that has been evident for some little time!
Though the dreaded word FAMINE is not yet being used by
the news media, they are seeing its beginning in many places
in this country.
Among others, the following news sources have been
selected to make this ALARMING NEWS known! However, due
to a lack of space only the headlines and brief comments can
be noted from them (to keep abreast of the news concerning the
end-time prophecies, see our website, www.cog-ff.com):

It’s Happening Now: Famine Is Coming
to a City Near You
By Lizzie Bennett, Underground Medic, February 14, 2014
“We watch the famines that roll by in foreign nations and
most of us have a mixture of feelings. Sympathy at the suffering, anger at those nations rulers for not doing more . . .
There’s a gamut of emotions particularly for the children who
are powerless to do anything about it. What rarely crosses our
minds though is ‘how would I cope?’ The reason this doesn’t
enter our heads is that we live in lands of plenty, where food
has always been available, and always will be . . . or will it?
“Try to imagine the logistics of keeping the whole country fed if a proportion of it is in famine conditions. If it was
the west of the US that was experiencing shortages due to
drought, as California currently is, then the food supply for
the whole country is reduced. What they do produce will
most likely stay in the state to feed the people of California.
“Think of it like this: You wouldn’t grow a garden full of
veggies then give them all away without saving enough for
yourself first, would you? This will leave the US in a really
odd situation where the parts of the country WITHOUT the
weather issues end up being the parts of the country with
reduced food on the shelves.
“As we have seen with recent storms, food goes very fast
when people perceive there is a problem coming, and there
is a problem coming, and it won’t be too long before it gets
here. We are already on the road to food shortages and price
hikes; we are already on the road to famine.
“The most important thing you can do right now is plant
food. Gardening as a hobby is rapidly going to become a
thing of the past. Gardening for survival is going to take its
place. Don’t wait. Now’s the time. Plan, plant and survive
because there’s a very good chance that famine is coming to
a city near you.”

Empty shelves in Atlanta merely
foreshadow future mass panic in America
Panicked Shoppers Fight Over Food Amid ‘Snowpocalypse’—by
Adan Salazar & Kit Daniels, Infowars.com, February 11, 2014
“Atlanta residents ransacked neighborhood grocery stores
in frantic preparation for their second major snowstorm of
the year, waging fights over food items and leaving destruction and empty shelves in their wake, a stunning precursor to
what will ensue once a major crisis impacts the US.
“After three inches of snow shut the city down two weeks
ago, causing major havoc and leaving miles of cars stranded
on immobile roadways, the residents of Atlanta took heed

and shopped early. According to people who Tweeted photos of barren store shelves, residents went crazy over essentials like milk, bread, water and eggs, and in some cases ‘people were fighting. Yes, fighting,’ alleges one user.
“Given Americans’ propensity to stage riots over such
inanities as Black Friday sales and winning sports teams,
could fights and empty shelves also be expected in the midst
of a major crisis? . . .
“Following the acquittal of George Zimmerman in the
Trayvon Martin murder case, teens in different parts of the
country instituted a ‘rolling crime wave,’ establishing a trend
of flash mobs, mini-riots and looting.
“Indeed, one need look no further
than last November 29, where Black
Friday shoppers at Walmart trampled
and ravaged one another over cheap
electronics and other non-essentials . . .
“If Americans already engage in riots
and mass panic buys at nearly every
opportunity, it’s certainly no stretch to
speculate the type of scene witnessed in
Atlanta grocery stores could unfold in
every major U.S. city in the event of a
bank run, a food stamp crisis or the
dollar’s eventual collapse.”
The Spectre of Famine and Hunger—When we consider the many
worsening internal problems that are
being reported by many news sources,
and considering where we are in time,
we can well realize the SPECTER OF
FAMINE AND HUNGER is virtually at
our door!
It is very sad to realize there are
many members who are giving no real
thought to the closeness of the terrible
things Jesus Christ made known in His
Olivet prophecy that are virtually STARING us in our face! He
FOREWARNED His people of the most dreadful of all times,
past and future, that all Israel and the Church of God will
experience in the end-time through the famine and disease epidemics, the Great Tribulation, martyrdom, and
then slavery! (Matthew 24:21-22; Daniel 12:1).
There are very strong indicators in this nation and the
world making known we may have only a very, very, short
time left! Even well-known leaders and writers in the public arena give this nation no more than 5 to 25 years!
As brethren and sons of light (I Thessalonians 5:4-6), we as
God’s people surely ought to understand far more fully than
they that we are almost there!!! All of the SIGNS Jesus Christ
told us to WATCH for are ALMOST in place (Luke 21:29-33;
Matthew 16:3).
We are not without warning for as the LORD God promised: “Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, unless He
reveals His secrets to His servants the prophets. A
lion has roared! Who will NOT fear? The Lord GOD has
spoken! Who can but prophesy?” (Amos 3:7-8).
The trumpet has BEGUN sounding its FINAL WARNING!!!
Can we not hear it? It began sounding loudly in 1934 by
Christ’s use of His late apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong,
and continued for over 50 years to the Church and Israel of
what we are now witnessing before our very eyes! This is for
real!!! The beginning of the FAMINE is at our doorstep!
Now that the end can be seen closing in on us, Jesus
Christ is SOUNDING THE TRUMPET EVEN LOUDER AS A
FINAL WITNESS through the RESTORED WORKS, radio
broadcasts, telecasts, and the many writings of books, booklets and articles of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong that can be
found on our websites.
Soon the door will be completely closed and the voice and
writings of God’s end-time Elijah will be STILLED and
HEARD no more!!! This will bring about the famine of the
Word: “Behold, the days are coming,” says the Lord

GOD, “That I will send A FAMINE on the land, NOT a
famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, BUT of HEARING the words of the LORD. They shall wander from
north to east; they shall run to and fro, SEEKING the
word of the LORD, BUT shall not find it” (Amos 8:11-12).
As a member of God’s true Church it is very necessary to
keep abreast and vigilant to these coming horrors, as well
as to make known the need for you to BREAK AWAY from the
many FALSE MINISTERS and their off-track churches that are
leading you along the primrose path into the FIERY FURNACE!
This small Church is being used by Jesus Christ as A CONDUIT OR INSTRUMENT to make all of those RECORDED WORKS
of years gone, which are even
more timely and revealing now
than they were then, available.
Where will you and I be when
it suddenly springs upon the Church
and Israel as a snare? It could SLAM
SHUT AND ENTRAP US, leaving us
behind and boxed in to endure all
the horrors that will follow the
FAMINE, UNLESS we are VIGILANTLY watching, praying, and
enduring faithfully, while CLINGING to the TRUTH once delivered to the saints and restored by
God’s promised Elijah (Malachi
4:4-6; Jude 3-4; Luke 21:34-36;
Revelation 3:8, 10). We MUST be preparing ourselves SPIRITUALLY while there is yet remaining some daylight.

The MYSTERY OF THE AGES
Jesus Christ led His apostle and the promised Elijah—His
teacher—to write the last book of his life, THE MYSTERY OF
THE AGES, to be A REMINDER of all of the doctrinal teachings Christ
RESTORED within His Church through him. By the use of this
original unedited book with the Holy Bible, His people should
be enabled to recognize the strong deception that is now on His
Church by Satan the devil and keep themselves from it.

The Philadelphia Remnant
To be kept informed from a Biblical perspective the
meaning of the continued record breaking disasters in the
nations of Israel and other major problems that are now coming closer together, we offer freely a subscription to our magazine. It can also be read on our website (www.cog-ff.com).

The Ten Commandments Book
This fairly new book continues to support what Jesus
Christ used His Promised Elijah of the End-time to restore:
the Ten Commandments, Statutes and Judgments, along
with the original Doctrinal Teachings (Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).

The Three Elijahs
The book of The Three Elijahs can be read on our website
(www.cog-ff.com) or downloaded from it. This book makes
known how these Three Men were used by God to perform
basically the same responsibilities and for the same reasons.
God had ample reason for these three men to have the
same name as Elijah. And, though John and Mr. Armstrong
had their own names, they were “. . . to go forth before
Him (Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of Elijah”
(Luke 1:16-17). The identity of the end-time Elijah is established with Biblical proof and by his fruits.
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this
publication belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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The Big Insult to Jesus Christ

E

very day, Jesus Christ is insulted, whether
by the Church of God or by individual
ministers. They contradict themselves by
saying the gospel is free—the justification by grace and salvation by Jesus Christ—and turn
around and say it is not free.
The Christian has to pay, pay, pay tithing according
to the law of Moses, quoting Malachi 3:10 (which
they do not understand).
They have not considered Acts 15:10-11 and the
book of Galatians 3:25 and 4:31. We are free from
the law of Moses.
If we, the Christians, have
to pay (required by Moses’
law), then everything in the
New Testament is a lie. If we
have to pay (if we’re obligated to pay), then Paul and
Peter did not know what they
were talking about, and salvation and the Spirit of God
are not free.
See the following text for
details:
Lawrence Mumme
From bondage of this
world’s religions and holidays to the bondage of the
law of Moses is the answer. Did Jesus Christ really
free you, or were you duped into another bondage?
Read these: John 8:32-36 and Galatians 5:1.
Are you now a slave to the church?
Some ministers have been so manipulated by their
teachers that they cannot break away to the freedom
Jesus Christ gives us.
We are free from the straitjacket imposed onto
ancient Israel at Mount Sinai, also in the wilderness
tabernacle and in the plains of Moab. In Jerusalem,
the Pharisees added more shackles of dos and don’ts.
The law of Moses was full of bondage, but it was
added because of transgression (Gal. 3:19; Jer. 7:22).
It included compulsory tithing.
The tithes financed the oblations, sacrifices and
burnt offerings. The sheep were kept between
Jerusalem and Bethlehem for that purpose.
God told them to obey His voice, but they wouldn’t have it. So they came into a yoke of bondage, as
Peter expressed in Acts 15:10: “a yoke—which neither our fathers, nor we, were able to bear.” We are
redeemed from under that law (Gal. 4:5).
Read Galatians 4:20-21; Romans 14:9. #5506
Strong’s telos, a point of goal or termination.
How can something be ended and yet not ended?
Once we have reached that goal (believing, repenting, being baptized), there is no further need for
Moses’ law.
Love is the goal—love to God and love to our
neighbor.
The question is “Do we give funds to the church,
or do we pay funds to the church?” Is it by love or
compulsion? Are we bound or free?
The law of Moses does contain valuable spiritual
statements such as “love to God” and “love to
neighbor.”
All the way to 70 A.D. the law of Moses stood as
compulsory (Gal. 3:24).
The Apostle Paul understood how some men
would preach the gospel, pretending it is free. After
they get you hooked, then the law of Moses is introduced into it.
Paul explains this in the book of Galatians chapter
2:16 to 4:7. He realized the law of Moses is not for

the Christian, except for the four items James stated
in Acts 15:20. This was first to the gentiles, but, since
the destruction of the temple at Jerusalem in 70 A.D.,
it also includes all Jews and the state of Israel.
Adding anything else is perverting the gospel, as
some are doing in Antioch (Acts 15:1). They were
adding circumcision, sacrifice and tithing (compulsory) to the teaching.
Moses’ law was replaced by love (1 Cor. 13). Much
of what is stated in the law of Moses was in existence long before and was part of God’s law. Paul
was specific only on circumcision, but anything pertaining to the temple is not applicable today. We do
not execute witches, have an avenger of blood, and
cannot sell our children.
Compulsory tithes are preached by many today.
(They gain much wealth for themselves.)
The curse is pronounced by the Apostle Paul in
Galatians 1:8-9 and Revelation 22:18. (See Rom. 5:9).
To give for the spreading of the gospel is excellent
and acceptable with God.
We are told (Mal. 3:10) if we pay, pay, pay, God
will give us the blessings which we won’t have room
for. This was applicable for those Jews who lived up
to the time of the destruction. (Write for information
on that subject.)
The Philippians remained in deep poverty, and yet
they were the most generous, sending to Paul two
times.
No Christian (after 70 A.D.) ever became wealthy
as of Malachi 3:10. It was because of their own abilities coupled with God’s Holy Spirit. A few have
become wealthy.
Why did the Philippians remain in their extreme
poverty? Paul attested to that.
I have never known any average person who had
so many gifts of prosperity on them as of Malachi
3:10. The idea of some (Nicolaitans) is for people to
pay, pay, pay. It enriches them, but leaves little for the
tithe payer.
Jesus said He gives eternal life. He did not mention
any money or wealth at all. He did say He came for
them to have life and have it more abundantly.
“Opening the windows of Heaven” is a supernatural
occurrence, also called a “miracle.”
Has this ever happened to you to the extent of
Malachi 3:10? We Christians cannot play the lottery
with a good conscience. It would take a miracle to
fulfill this. Collectors of tithes, where are those miracles, the supernatural happenings?
Is salvation for sale? Does God, Jesus Christ,
charge us to be saved, have the Holy Spirit, receive
God’s grace and mercy?
Are we stealing if we don’t pay tithes? Preachers
quoted Malachi 3:10: “Will a man rob God?” If we
don’t pay tithes, we are accused of stealing from God.
Did the apostles of Jesus Christ quote this verse?
What if you don’t pay tithes? Do you lose the Holy
Spirit you were sealed by?
Where did compulsory, mandatory tithes come
from?
Does Jesus Christ charge for eternal life? Read
John 10:28: “I give them eternal life . . .” Is it a gift?
(John 3:16). Did you pay to be baptized?
Paying tithes does not pay the debt. Jesus Christ
paid for it with His blood. Paying tithes does not buy
or earn anything.
The paying of tithes was part of the law of Moses.
Abraham gave tithes. Jacob vowed tithing with the
word “if.”

The tithe was for the Levite. See Malachi 1, 2, 3. It
paid of the morning and evening oblations. It was
part of the sacrificial law.
“I will have mercy and not sacrifice” (Matt. 9:13).
Nowhere in the New Testament is there any collection of tithes by the church or apostles, and, most of
all, Jesus Christ never received tithes. He did accept
donations (Luke 8:3). “Substance” is “property.”
Peter called the law of Moses “a yoke” that neither
he nor his ancestors could bear (Acts 15:10). He relied
on Jesus Christ for his own salvation (verse 11).
He had no gold or silver to give to the lame man
at the temple (Acts 3:6). If they had been collecting
tithes, surely He would have had something.
Peter, dealing with Simon the sorcerer, vigorously
rebuked him when he offered money for the power
(Acts 8:18).
The law (including compulsory tithes) came by
Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ
(John 1:17).
All thy commandments are truth (Psalm 119:151).
All thy commandments are righteousness (Psalm
119:172).
These, or their understanding, came really by Jesus
Christ.
Paul taught the commandments, which shows
they should be kept (1 Cor. 7:19). These are not the
law of Moses. Jesus Christ taught them (Matt. 19:17).
Even He related tithing to the less important
(Matt. 23:23).
Let us break out from the entanglement of the law
of Moses.
1. It was never taken from the tribe of Levi. They
have just been “laid off” for the time.
2. Jesus Christ never claimed the tithe.
3. Nowhere in the New Testament is there a
transfer from the temple and Levites to the
church of the tithe.
4. The apostles did not claim it, nor did they
receive it.
5. Paul denounced the keeping of the things
connected with the temple, of the law of
Moses, which tithing was a part of.
6. The book of Malachi has been fulfilled. There
is no “end-time Elijah.”
7. We are not under the authority of the law of
Moses (sacrifices for sins). Jesus’ blood
cleanses from all sins.
8. What is required? Revelation 2 and 3: overcoming, walking humble with your God.
9. Its use has been fulfilled. It never was intended for spreading the gospel.
10. Matthew 23:23 was addressed to the
Pharisees, not Christians.
11. It was done away as of 70 A.D. with the
destruction of the temple and altar at
Jerusalem.
12. Gentile Christians could not enter the temple
on the threat of death.
13. There is no instruction to Christians that they
should tithe.
14. Donating any amount to the church is acceptable.
15. Salvation is by Jesus Christ. It is free, cannot
be paid for.
16. It is an insult to Him to think He charges.
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of Moses. It is imperative you have faith so it can
hat is “unrighteousness” which leads
lead you to God’s Truth.
to the unpardonable sin (I John 5:7)?
What Makes You Unrighteous? John
Faith Is a Sabbath’s Rest
said there is a sin
unto death. “Sin”
Jesus concludes His gratitude to His Father and
in the original Greek is a verb.
declares that God delivered all things to rule. He
Verbs are action words. A perwas the Messiah, the King of kings over the Kingson must actually do this
dom of God as an inheritance.
action, which in this case leads
Then Christ, the Messiah, calls everyone to enter
to death.
His “rest.” Then the Messiah announces, “For the
Since “to sin” is “to miss a
Son of man is Lord even of the Sabbath day”
mark,” this mark doesn’t in(Matthew 12:8). The Messiah announces He is the
clude the Commandments or
Lord, the Master, of the Sabbath and tells you how
the Law of Moses. Rather, it is
to keep it. The Pharisees had just denounced Him
a transgression of many laws (I
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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John 3:4).
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The New Covenant
annuls Old Covenant
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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Christ as the Word of God (Hebrews 3:7, 15).
Christ’s “rest” is no longer only on the Seventh
for breaking the Sabbath. Christ is your Sabbath’s
rest. He replaces the sacrificial lamb needed for the Day. It is seven days a week representing the
Sabbath every single day. You are to do “good
Old Covenant. Jesus makes you unleavened.
works” each and every day. The Sabbath day’s rest
Above all, He gives you a Comforter, the Holy
Spirit of God, which is “Christ—In You,” God’s is having the Holy Spirit of God “In You” by faith
until you are resurrected.
real Sabbath’s rest. The New Covenant annuls the
You are to worship God spiritually. God is a
Old Covenant, so new instructions had to be given.
Spirit, and He wants you to worship Him spiritualThe World’s Opportunity
ly each and every day.
You need to be in God’s spiritual rest by the
On the Feast of Trumpets you will meet Jesus in
Holy Spirit of God In
the clouds to establish
You and In Christ by
the Kingdom of God
New instructions had to be given
that same Spirit.
on earth. Now the
because the Old Covenant was
world can come to
for criminals. The new
Casting Out
Christ. On the Day of
instructions bring you to Christ.
Demons
Atonement comes the
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

world’s opportunity to
become one with God in the Kingdom of God.
The Bride of Christ has already been atoned to
God and received mercy by repentance and
Christ’s blood. Keeping the feast day as attempt at
doing the truth is unnecessary. Christ has already
accomplished that prophecy by the Holy Spirit of
God in you.
The Feast of Tabernacles is an opportunity for
the tribe of Israel and the gentiles to be in the
Kingdom of God. This is what the Millennium is
all about. The Bride of Christ is already in the
Kingdom of God announcing the Wedding Feast to
come. Christ is God’s Sabbath rest, and He is the
Lord telling you how to keep His rest. His yoke
(labor) is easy, and His burden (load) is light.
How does God want you to keep the Sabbath
through His Son?
Good Works Lawful on the Sabbath
Christ preaches to those who accuse Him of sinning against the Sabbath that it is, indeed, lawful to
do “good” works on the Sabbath (Matthew 12:12).
Mary by the Holy Spirit of God told Christ, from
birth, about the truth of the Sabbath (Luke 1:35).
The Holy Spirit was sent from heaven by God to
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER
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Only God has rule
over His creation including the fallen angels as
demons or devils who are the “destroyers” following Satan (the roaring lion) (I Peter 5:8). Christ
could do nothing of Himself (John 5:19).
How did Christ cast out demons? The Messiah
simply declared He personally could not do it but,
through The Holy Spirit of God “In Him,” He
could cast out demons (Matthew 12:28).
It is the Holy Spirit of God that is God’s very
power, love and His sound or whole, healthy mind
(II Timothy 1:7).
The Comforter Is the Holy Spirit of God
Christ clearly tells the disciples that God is In
Him personally and does the work (John 14:10). It
is God doing the work through Jesus.
Christ exercised perfect faith to His death
through the Holy Spirit or God In Him. Here is
what Jesus told His disciples. Christ gave a “new
commandment” that they love each other (John
13:34-35).
Continuing, Jesus encouraged the disciples “that
you love one another; as I have loved you, that you
also love one another,” and thereby keep His comCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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mandments. In keeping His commandment of love,
Christ prayed to the Father to give them the Comforter of the Holy Spirit of God to be In Everyone
forever, eternally.

The Holy Spirit of God as God’s work is the root
of the Tree of Life.
Who Is Christ?

Jesus discloses who He is at the end of the book
of Revelation. He trumpets, “I am the root and the
Unpardonable Sin
offspring of David and the bright and morning star”
(Revelation 22:16).
The word forever in Hebrew and Greek means
The root of God’s Word is the Holy Spirit of
“ages” until “fulfilled,” “Eternal,” “unending” to
be completed spiritually into infinity (a straight line God. Christ is also the Son of David, who had the
Holy Spirit of God (Psalm 51), and finally became
regardless of impediments).
the Bright and Morning Star, coming out of the sun
Christ gives you your Comforter so you can be
in God’s rest through the Holy Spirit of God In as a bridegroom (Psalm 19:5).
The return of Christ as the Groom of the Bride is
You—eternally. The Holy Spirit of God’s is God’s
waiting to save the
“voice” teaching you
world from annihilato have faith eternally
You
have
plenty
to
do.
Pray
and
tion. Jesus also needs
(John 14:16-20). The
ask God to help you. If you will
to make her worthy, as
very Word of God is
He did make her worthe true Sabbath’s rest.
do your part, God will do His part.
thy by living every
This is the New Coveword of God (Matnant revealed.
thew 4:4) and listening to the Holy Spirit of God,
Christ concludes His teaching about those who
which He had from birth (Luke 1:35).
lack faith—willfully knowing better (Matthew
12:31-32). Whosoever rejects God’s Holy Spirit by
Rejecting God’s Spirit Unpardonable
blaspheming it is speaking against it and will not be
The Gentiles’ time must also be concluded one
forgiven in their physical life or even in their spiriway or another before He can return. That is why
tual life under the New Heaven and the New Earth
the Bride must continue to grow in the Holy Spirit
united as one.
of God.
All manner of sin—even being faithless—will
Everyone must, therefore, watch. Rejecting the
be forgiven through Christ’s blood when you
Holy Spirit of God—the Power, Love and Sound
repent.
Mind of God—is unpardonable (II Timothy 1:7).
That is why He died for the sins of the world,
which includes the rest of the world besides His
Ask for God’s Help
chosen people.
You must continually watch for Christ’s coming
The Perils of Unbelief
as your Groom, but not if you do not keep growing
in the Holy Spirit of God.
Turning your back in unbelief on the Holy Spirit
That is the unpardonable sin, which leads you to
of God is the unpardonable sin. You are rejecting
miss the Wedding Feast and end up in outer darkthe Word of God, which is Truth (John 17:17).
ness, as Jude wrote.
Matthew 12:33 summarizes: “Either make the
My friend, you have plenty to do. Pray and ask
tree good, and his fruit good; or else make the tree
God to help you. If you will do your part, God will
corrupt, and his fruit corrupt: for the tree is known
do His part (Matthew 12:31-32).
by his fruit.”
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What Is the Body of Christ
and How Does It Function?
February 6, 2014
Happy Sabbath! • abibofgod.com

Our Peace We Give to You
Dear Brethren,
e hope you are all prospering and growing in
the grace and knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ.
That is the basic tenant of our calling during these second covenant times. It is an
incredibly personal directive to each and
every one of us. No one can do it for us,
but we are all to assist each other in
achieving it.
Philippians 2:12 clearly instructs us as
to our personal involvement in the
process: “Work out our own salvation
with fear and trembling.” The personal
commitment is of a singular nature, but
the end result as well as the process at
many times is collective, for we are part
of the body of Christ.
In the past number of years I have
heard this term (body of Christ) used
more increasingly by many of the socalled splinter groups and by individuals.
At times I get the impression some are
using it as a backhand rebuke to what we
refer to as the church. Almost like they are
of the body and the rest are not.
That is dangerous thinking. If I am
present when this happens, I seldom let it
go by without asking what exactly do you
mean by the body of Christ. I have
received just about every imaginable reaction to doing so—from anger, to bewilderment, to an actual straightforward
answer. When I actually get an answer, I
will usually follow up with a request to
show me where they get it from in
Scripture as to a pattern of it.
A doctrine as important as what and
who the body of Christ is should be on the
tip of our tongues as those who have been
granted or permitted to go beyond the
milk of the word. This is not a lesson in
deciding what individual is in the body or
not but who and what that collective body
is and our responsibilities to each other.
What we can certainly do is recognize
those of the body who are making an
attempt at being a part of it by their good
actions, works and fruit, as we will see as
we close out this study. However, we must
always remember we are all a work in
progress and that we all stumble at times
along the way.

W

Heresy and evil deeds are not stumbling, so do not be confused. There is to
be no tolerance of either. Keep in mind
this applies only to salvation issues. If
these spiritual diseases are allowed to
invade the body, it will become very ill.
To me the go-to verse as to the body of
Christ’s description is found in Ephesians.
Ephesians 1:22-23: “And He (the
Father) put all under His (the Son’s) feet,
and gave Him head over all the church,
which is His body, the fullness of Him
who fills all in all.”
Well, there is a straightforward answer
to our question, right? The church is the
body of Christ! Time to move on!
Not exactly. We are not to form a doc-

calling out of.” Most refer to it as “our
calling” or “the called-out ones.” That,
however, is really not accurate in that it
could relay an impression not stated to
someone new to it. It means “a calling out
of,” which is very, very, important to our
accurate understanding of what the church
is and what the body of Christ is.
All too often today many brethren do
not apply an accurate meaning as in their
use of it in conversations and such. For
instance, we often hear folks say, “We are
going to church.” The correct use here
would be we are going to church services.
“Too picky,” some might say. My
response is: “Not picky enough,” as we
are about to see. If we don’t know who we

I get the impression some use the term
‘body of Christ’ as a backhand rebuke to what
we refer to as the church, almost like they
are of the body and the rest are not.
trine based on one verse from Scripture
but rather from patterns of scriptures. We
will see that lesson proven today as we
look at these two simple enough scriptures. So let’s apply the directive as to
growing in grace and knowledge to these
two scriptures.
The original wording found in the
Greek is as follows: “. . . But also in the
coming (age) and all things subjected
under the feet of Him, and Him gave over
all things to the church, which is the body
of Him, the fullness of the (One) all things
with all things filling.”
From Jay P. Green Interlinear: “And
He put all things under His feet, and gave
Him to be head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of
Him filling all things in all.”
Verse 22 is a simple pattern to follow
through the scriptures as to its relevance
and establishment in the plan of salvation.
Most of you who are reading this have a
good understanding that the Greek word
used here for church is ekklesia or #1577 in
Strong’s. It is a compilation of two Greek
words: ek “out of” and klesis “a calling.”
The simple understanding of it is “a
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are, and what the intent of the calling out
of is, then we do not understand our identity and what we are called out of.
With that said, many would respond we
are called out of sin. Really? So have you
sinned since you were called out? If so,
then you would not be truly called out of
sin, would you?
Many have taken on the world’s connotation of what a church is. However, it is
not a building, place, organization or corporate entity. The Greek had two uses for
the word and, unfortunately, the secular
use of an assembly or congregation has
also stuck.
Church, or ekklesia, is a name given to
the individuals who have been called by
the Father unto His son. We can read that
in John 6:65 and 6:44.
Before we move forward with this
study of the body, let’s take a few minutes
and review this basic doctrine. First of all,
Christ does not do the calling or drawing.
It is the Father who does that to display a
very important pattern in Scripture. He is
a father seeking a bride for His son, just as
Abraham’s example was for Isaac.
The reason the Father does the calling

is that we are to be of His seed before we
can marry His Son, for we are to be after
His kind.
The prime directive of a husband and
wife is to be fruitful and multiply. Unfortunately, Satan has convinced the freethinkers in the world that that is not the
case, so we see states marrying men to
men and women to women.
It is also important to establish that Jesus is the only begotten of the Father
physically. It was actually the Word of
God who divested Himself of His glory
who became Jesus the Christ who created
all other things that are created (John 1:14). We should never lose sight of that, for
there is a terrible heresy being spread in
some sectors of the church, which is
teaching He was not the creator in spite of
all the scriptures to the contrary.
If we do not use the scriptures ourselves
through personal Bible study, we may be
led astray. We must all be good Bereans
and check up on what others are attempting to teach us. Our understanding of
the plan of salvation is hinged upon who
and what the Father and the Son are and
what Their relationship is. In turn, we can
know what They are doing with us in it.
In the overall context surrounding John
6:44 and 65 we see many disciples of
Christ falling away because of what?
Unbelief, as verse 64 clearly tells us.
John 6:64: “But there are some of you
who do not believe. For Jesus knew from
the beginning who they were who did not
believe, and who would betray Him.”
We must understand that there are qualifying criteria attached to the “calling out
of” by the Father.
So what do the scriptures tell us here
that we are called out of? Out of unbelief!
That means an individual can’t be a member of the church unless they are truly
called out of unbelief. So what belief are
they called into?
John 6:47: “Most assuredly, I say to
you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life.”
This simply means that we need to
believe that Jesus Christ is our source, or
doorway, to eternal life. Salvation will
come only through Him. This chapter of
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John is filled with that information. Jesus
Christ truly is the bread of life.
Verses 36-40: But I said to you that you
have seen Me (all the miracles) and yet do
not believe. All that the Father gives Me
will come (needs to come) to Me, and the
one who comes (not all will) to Me I will
by no means cast out. For I have come
down from heaven, not to do My own
will, but the will of Him who sent Me.
This is the will of the Father who sent Me,
that of all He has given Me I should lose
nothing, but should raise it up at the last
day. And this is the will of Him who sent
Me, that everyone who sees the Son and
believes in Him may (not guaranteed)
have everlasting life; and I will raise him
up at the last day.”
Why “may”? Because believing is just
the first step, then come repentance and
baptism and receiving the holy spirit, and
then growing in grace and knowledge. This
is intended to culminate in our preparing
ourselves to be the bride of Christ through
our righteous acts, as Revelation 19 tells
us. As members of the body, we have lots
of work to do, as we will discuss in this
study. Each and every one of us.
John 6:45: “It is written in the
prophets, and they shall be taught by God.
Therefore everyone who has heard and
learned from the Father comes to Me.”
Did we get that qualifying statement
here? We need to learn from the Father in
order to come to Christ. To what extent is
that learning? What it takes to come from
unbelief into belief that our sins have
caused the death of Jesus and that He has
died for us and has become our Savior.
We then are fully cognizant of what we
are to repent of and then be baptized into
His death and come up out of the watery
grave into His resurrection to a new life
with the spirit of God dwelling in us.
That is when we begin to grow in grace
and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
We then come to a clearer understanding
of our relationship to Him as a Husband
and our responsibilities in such. At least,
we are supposed to.
You will often hear me mention the
“doctrines of the Father.” Christ teaches
us that very thing in John.
John 7:15-17: “And the Jews marveled, saying, how does this man know
letters, having never studied (under us in
our school)? Jesus answered them and
said, My doctrine is not Mine, but His
who sent Me. If anyone wants to do His
will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether it is from God, or whether I
speak on My own.”
Never let anyone water down your
understanding by convincing you doctrine
is not important. We are told that we need
the Father to be able to have the Son and
the Son to be able to have the Father. They
are inseparable in that.
It is a simple equation. The Father calls
us out of unbelief to prepare us as His chil-

dren. Not all follow through on that calling.
Even fewer embark on the path to growing
in grace and knowledge. We are not just to
believe in Christ but also to function just as
He did. He then does the choosing as to
who will be His bride, His eternal helpmate, in the household of the Father.
It is a qualifying process which Satan
the devil likes to confuse through worldly
philosophies and outright deceit. That is
why after we are chosen we need to remain
faithful, as Revelation 14 teaches us.
Revelation 14:17: “These will make
war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will
overcome them, for He is Lord of lords
and King of kings; and those with Him are
called, chosen, and faithful.”
Once again this process starts with the
Father making the attempt to call us out of
unbelief. That is a big step forward. Until
He is successful in that, there will not be
any further growing as to being one of His
children. That is a defining moment in our
calling, for only after that can we come to
an understanding of the rest of the process.
His spirit leads us at that time. After

ship with our Father as well. We have
been given an open door to both relationships and to the opportunity to grow in
grace and knowledge.
Please keep in mind that that door can
close to us if we do not respond, or do
respond and then become lazy in it, as well
as for many other reasons. All of them
depend on us, for Christ has told us He
will never leave nor forsake us. We are the
ones who do the leaving and forsaking.
We are told in Hebrews 6:3 that we will
be granted or permitted to move on
beyond the milk of the word if the Father
decides it is best for us in our calling. If
that happens, we will be growing towards
being mature individuals in our relationship with God and also in our level of
accountability. Once again we have discussed this in great length in the past.
Actually, there are two times in our
calling in which the Father grants or permits us to move beyond a certain level.
Let’s read them both.
John 6:65: “And He said, Therefore I
have said to you that no one can come to
Me unless it has been granted to him by
My Father.”
Kind of throws hot coals on the preacher standing before the crowd screaming

There are two times in our calling when
the Father permits us to move beyond
a certain level. Let’s read about them
in John 6 and Hebrews 6.
this, we can start the growth into the fullness of the stature of Christ. Will all who
are called of the Father complete that?
No! Because we are told that in this part
of the plan of salvation many will be
called and few chosen.
This understanding of the Scriptures is
in no way a put-down to any one of us.
Our calling at this time is for a very special purpose and function in the household
of the Father.
We have often covered the résumé of
the bride of Christ in Proverbs 31:10-31.
In fact, at the Feast of Tabernacles location this past year we had an incredible
interactive study of it with all present. The
level of involvement and contribution was
exceptional. The theme was to convert the
physical attributes recorded there to spiritual applications.
In Proverbs 31:29 we are told: “Many
daughters have done well but you excel
them all.”
That is what our Husband-to-be is
looking for at this time. He is doing the
choosing. Keep in mind, however, that He
commends many daughters who did not
excel but did very well.
There is a special designation for them
as well, just not filling the functions of the
bride. We have talked about that often in
the past. The point I am making is that
each and every one of us must never give
up trying to excel in our relationship with
our Husband/Savior, Jesus the Christ.
We have to have a very close relation-
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out, “Come to Jesus,” doesn’t it?
Hebrews 6:3: “And this we will do if
God permits.”
We will look at this shortly. But, with
this basic understanding of being called
out of unbelief into belief in Jesus Christ
by the Father and a time period of growth
and qualifying, let’s return to Ephesians
1:22-23.
I hope after this we can think of the word
ekklesia, translated “church” in English, as
being “called out of unbelief” when we
read it in the Scriptures. It will change your
outlook on the significance of it.
For instance; when you read a salutation that says, “Greetings to the church at
Ephesus,” hopefully you will now read in
your mind, “Greetings to the called out of
unbelief at Ephesus.” It really helps to
personalize who is being spoken to and
what their purpose is.
We have addressed verse 22 to the
extent we need to for this study. so let’s
now address 23.
Ephesians 1:23: “Which is His body,
the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”
We are talking about Christ here lest
there be any confusion, as we will see in
greater detail shortly in Colossians. Unfortunately, most folks skip right over
what verse 23 here in Ephesians 1 is
teaching us. It is very important, as we
will see. The first part is simple: His body
is the church, the called out of unbelief.
Let me reiterate we should not apply the
Greek secular use to the word “church”—
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ekklesia—which is the impersonal assembly or congregation. We were never called
out of unbelief as a congregation or an
assembly by the Father. To think so is
unscriptural, for we are called out of unbelief individually. We are to seek out our
own salvation; we are talking a one-on-one
relationship with the Father and the Son.
Satan would have us be confused on
this point so that we can lazily depend on
another and thus be able to blame another
for any shortfallings. He is very clever
and has established the philosophies and
traditions of men to attempt to deceive us.
What most gloss over here in verse 23
is the qualifying and defining statement as
to the body of Christ: “The fullness of
Him who fills all in all.” We can find this
phrase “fills all in all” mentioned at key
times of instruction to us. It is used of
both the Father and the Son. Remember
They are one. Ephesians 6 expresses the
same intent in regard to the Father.
Verse 6: “One God and Father of all,
who is above all, and through all, and in
you all.”
This is very important to understanding
what and who the body of Christ is. So
who are we talking about here in verse 23
when it refers to the fullness of Him? The
Father, the Son or both of them?
Colossians 2:8-10: “Beware lest anyone cheat (plunder, rob) you through
philosophies and empty deceit, according
to the traditions of men, according to the
basic principles of the world, and not
according to Christ. For in Him (Christ)
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily (or in His body); and you are complete (or made complete) in Him, who is
the head of all principality and power.”
So the answer is we can’t be in the fullness of Christ unless we have both the
Father and the Son. Otherwise we would
be incomplete! The body of Christ will
have both, not just one. To be so would be
incomplete or partially full.
Christ’s body will be representative of
all those who have completed the process
of being called out of unbelief and who
have finished the qualifying process of
being washed by the water of the Word,
whom He has made holy and without blemish. Let me read these verses from the Jay
P. Green Interlinear and you will see why I
like reading from it on a personal level:
“Fullness” here in verse 9 is #4138 in
Strong’s: pleroma. It is the same Greek
word used in Ephesians 1:23. It means
repletion or completion. Thus it is obvious
that the fullness of the Godhead is replete
or complete with the Father and the Son, in
His body. That is a huge understanding. It
also tells us here that, “having been filled
(#4137 plero, to cram, level up, finish) you
are in Him.” The NKJ says, “And you are
complete in Him.” That is very accurate.
The big question is: Are we complete/
filled in Him, as in His body, from the
time we are called out of unbelief by the
Father?
The answer should be clear to all: No!
It is only after we have completed the
qualifying process of the bride of Christ.
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We will then be “members of His body, of
His flesh, and of His bones” as Ephesians
5:30 teaches us. Thus we will be the second Eve and He the second Adam in a
spiritual focus and reality. To get there, we
need more than just belief, don’t we? We
need faith, as the preceding verses in
Colossians 2 tell us.
Colossians 2:5-7: “For though I am
absent in the flesh, yet I am with you in
spirit, rejoicing to see your order and the
steadfastness of your faith in Christ (now
both belief and faith in Christ.) As you
have therefore received Christ Jesus the
Lord so walk in Him, rooted and built up
in Him and established in the faith, as you
have been taught (by the Father’s doctrines) abounding in it with thanksgiving.”
Colossians 2:5-10 are a set of scriptures
that define the instruction found in Ephesians 1:22-23.
The process started by the Father calling us out of unbelief is finished and
completed as we grow and mature in the
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, who
thus qualifies us to be in the fullness of
His body. This is a wonderful promise
from both the Father and the Son.
John 14:23: “Jesus answered and said
to him, If anyone loves Me (has His commandments and keeps them, verse 21) he
will keep My word; and My Father will
love him, and We will come to him and
make Our home with him.”
They will never leave nor forsake us, as
we mentioned earlier. We hold that card
ourselves. We do the leaving and forsaking just as the beguiled Eve did to her husband Adam. She let Satan in between her
and Adam. There is only one Head of the
body who has all rule and authority. He is
our Husband and Savior, with no surrogates allowed.
Ephesians 5:25-27: “Husbands, love
your wives, just as Christ also loved the
church and gave Himself for it, that He
might sanctify and cleanse it with the
washing of water by the word, that He
might present it to Himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle or any
such thing, but that it should be holy and
without blemish.”
Feeling a little short of that? Good, for
we are not able to accomplish it on our
own. We need to do our utmost best and
He will finish it for us. That’s a promise in
Scripture. He empowers those of us called
out of unbelief to grow in grace and
knowledge.
There is a very personal message here,
but also much more. However, it takes
both belief and faith to do righteous
works. There comes a time in our calling,
in our conversion from unbelief to belief,
that we are expected to contribute to the
overall well-being of the body of Christ.
Babes in Christ can’t do this, for they are
unskilled in the gifts they have been given.
Each and every one of us who has been
called by the Father to Christ is given at

least one gift to assist the body. If you are
one of those people who proclaim they
have no gift, then you are proclaiming you
are not of Christ. You are a lazy little kid
who wants to just lie back and let everyone else do all the work necessary to sustain you. Not a good state of mind to be in.
Let’s look at it spelled out in Ephesians
4. These are very encouraging verses of
instruction to each of us individually and
collectively. They are our marching orders
in the growth process.
Ephesians 4:7-8: “But to each one of us
grace (or a spiritual endowment) was given
according to the measure of Christ’s gift
(He decides which gift or gifts and no
other). Therefore He says: when He
ascended on high, He led captivity captive
(think in context about what captivity), and
gave gifts (spiritual enhancements) to men.
(Verses 9-10 are not part of the original
letter.)
Verses 11-16: And He Himself gave
some, apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, (For being in charge? Not quite! For
usurping His authority and rule? Not a
chance! They are gifts of functions in the

ent gospel which you have not accepted,
you may well put up with it.”
There is a time when we should not be
able to be dumbed down by those who
feel our calling is an opportunity for them
for gain and fame.
Continuing in Ephesians 4:11-16:
“That we should no longer be children,
tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of
men, in the cunning craftiness in which
they lie in wait to deceive (not by accident) but speaking the truth in love, may
grow up in all things (filling all in all) into
Him who is the head, Christ. From whom
the whole body, joined and knit together
by what every joint supplies (you are
important and vital to the functioning of
the body), according to the effective working, by which every part causes growth of
the body for the edifying of itself in love.”
Don’t ever let anyone tell you to just
pay and pray and sit in your chair and shut
up. You are of great value to the rest of the
body so grow up and act like it. There is
no room for false humility or lazily allowing yourself to be dumbed down. One is
no worse than the other. We all have a
very important job to do in the body. If
you do not believe that, you are not going
to grow in the grace (the gift you have)
and the knowledge (of how to use it).

We are not out to call the masses of
people. That outreach part of our work is a
point of recognition that alerts others that
we too have been called out of unbelief.
body.) for the equipping of the saints for
the work of ministry (simple service), for
the edifying (or building up in maturity)
of the body of Christ, till we all come to
the unity of the faith and the knowledge of
the Son of God (filling all in all) to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ.”
There is only one Head of the body. We
have all received gifts, which are spiritual
enhancements, as we will see, of something we naturally possess—but on occasion something new we do not have an
ability in, to assist every component,
every member of the body to reach its full
potential as to being an acceptable and
worthy sacrifice and thus qualify to be the
bride of Christ.
We reach a maturity level that is pleasing to Him, one in which He then knows
we will be able to work at His side for
eternity as the second Eve without any
doubt on His part.
2 Corinthians 11:2-4: “For I am jealous for you with godly jealousy. For I
have betrothed you to one husband, that I
may present a chaste virgin to Christ. But,
I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so your
minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he who comes
preaching another Jesus who we have not
preached or you receive a different spirit
which you have not received, or a differ-
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We also need to recognize here that the
body is edifying itself in love first and
foremost. It does not say the world. Our
focus is on our responsibility to the body
of Christ, and after that to assisting
worldly things.
Why? Because the Father is not calling
all the world at this time, is He? That will
happen at a future time in the plan of salvation. We have a responsibility to proclaim the gospel about the kingdom to a
confused world. But, how and when do we
do that? We will have to address that in
another study, for we are to do so after the
example set and commanded by Christ. It
will take us too far off course today.
Please keep this in mind: that many
brethren have been led into captivity of
men by such deluded pursuits that they
are going to fulfill a command to preach
the gospel to the whole world. But, buyer,
beware! For they need your servitude to
supposedly do it. They will fleece you of
everything you own in an empty attempt
to do so, with no consideration to you at
all. They will constantly tell you you need
to do more. Ezekiel 34 jumps to mind.
Ezekiel 34:1-4: “And the word of the
LORD came to me, saying, son of man,
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy and say to them, thus says the
Lord GOD (Yehovih/Adonay) to the shepherds: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who
feed themselves! Should not the shep-
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herds feed the flocks? You eat the fat and
clothe yourselves with the wool; you
slaughter the fatlings, you do not feed the
flock. The weak you have not strengthened, nor have you healed what was sick,
nor bound up the broken, nor brought
back what was driven away, nor sought
what was lost; but with force and cruelty
you have ruled them.”
This is a pure Nicolaitan behavior. We
have a very simple message to preach to
the world. It is about the mystery of God,
our understanding of it. Others who are
being called of the Father will recognize
it, and then us and our commitment to it.
We are not out to call the masses of
people inhabiting the world. That outreach part of our work is simply used as a
point of recognition which alerts others
that we too have been called out of unbelief. Our primary purpose at this time is to
prepare ourselves to be the bride and then
to assist others in that endeavor as well.
Please do not lose that focus.
As we mature and grow, we need to be
assisting others to do the same. We do that
by incorporating the doctrines of the
Father into our very being, and conducting
ourselves in them, and our works should
reflect them and thus Him and Christ.
We make every effort possible to
accept our responsibilities to grow and
mature in the doctrines of the Father and
the grace and knowledge of our Lord
Jesus Christ, to the stature of His fullness,
so that we then can assist others to do the
same thing, and they in turn to do likewise. That is a process and act of pure
love with no dominion or rulership or
vanity found in it.
If anyone does not grow in the calling of
the Father, then he will not be permitted to
go beyond the milk of the word. That is an
act of mercy because there is a fearful
expectation if we should at some time after
that reject our relationship with Christ, for
He cannot give up His life for us a second
time, as Hebrews 6:4-6 clearly tells us.
However, those who are not permitted
or granted to go beyond the milk of the
word still have hope in the resurrection to
come, contrary to some prognosticators of
this present age. Christ will be marrying
only a mature, fully knowledgeable and
willing woman. Our God is not a child
molester.
It is so disgusting to see some of the
“great religions” of this world practicing
child marriage and declaring it is Godordained. Actually, it is sick! Christ’s
bride will be mature and of age. She will
have made herself ready by her righteous
acts, as Revelation 19:7-8 tells us. Yes,
that means by her righteous works; she is
judged by them. So this wife will not be
composed of any infant or babe but those
who have grown to the stature of the fullness of Christ.
I certainly hope that when we think of,
or use the terms, church and body of
Christ we do so from a full understanding
of what and how God sees them and not
some worldview or adaptation of them
which can be used to deceive even the
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elect of God.
The message of the plan of salvation is
one of beauty, wonder, awe and great
encouragement. No part of it should ever
be used to just belittle another, but it
should be used alongside the truth of the
doctrines of the Father to correct something or someone who is going astray.
We have been given a good understanding of this all. Paul calls it a great
Mystery in regards to Christ and the
church in Ephesians 5:32. We understand
that the body of Christ is the matured
members of the church—they are the second Eve—of His body, of His blood, and
of His bone. She is the spiritual Eve just
as He is the spiritual Adam. She is the
fullness of Him.
Please do not let anyone rob you of this
understanding through philosophy and
empty deceits of this world’s traditions
which are according to the basic errors of
this world.
So where do we go from here with this
understanding? How do we apply it? Let
us now look at the nuts and bolts of how
this is to work individually and collectively with some very clear dos and don’ts as
to the inner workings of the body—that is,
the entire body as seen through the
Scriptures. This is not according to the
traditions of men.
Each and every one of us has been gifted by Christ to perform a valuable function in His body. That is a biblical fact.
Every gift is intended to cause growth in
the body, as we have already read earlier.
When we look at the body we see many
members doing a vital part. That is how a
mature member sees things.
Men who are filled with the philosophies and deceits of this world do not.
They see the members of the body as either
competitors in the cafeteria or as lunch
itself. If we are mature in the faith, we will
be assisting others in their growth. We will
be “giving” as our primary focus. Infants
or babes do not do that. Infants are selffocused on their personal needs and desires
first and foremost. With such a desire to
satisfy the self, they can be easily led
astray. Their childish drive of “get” and not
“give” needs a strong and caring adult to
help them through that stage of growth.
Infants use their sense of taste to
extremes. They judge everything by it.
Everything goes into their mouths,
whether good for them or not. Thus every
wind of doctrine, if packaged in a nice big
bottle and filled with sugar water, gets
ingested unless an adult in the faith keeps
it from them.
These infants are not a functioning part
of the body yet. They have not learned
about their gift and how to apply it for the
edification of the other members of the
body. They still need to get there through
growing in grace and knowledge. They, as
infants, are not yet capable of making
those sound decisions.

We have all been at that stage in our
conversion and growth. When thinking or
talking about infants in the church, my
mind will undoubtedly or inevitably turn
to Hebrews 5:12-14. In the preceding
verses to these, we see the author talking
about Christ and the Melchizedek Priesthood. Verse 11 has a very sobering judgment by the one teaching here.
Hebrews 5:11: “Of whom we have
much to say, and hard to explain, since
you have become dull of hearing.”
The Jay P. Green Interlinear says of it:
“Concerning who we have much to say,
and hard to interpret (or explain in an
understandable way to you) since you
have become dull of hearing.”
“Dull” here is #3576 nothros. Strong’s
says of it “from a derivative of #3541;
sluggish, i.e. (lit) lazy (fig) stupid: dull,
slothful.”
The word it comes from, #3541 nothos,
means “a spurious or illegitimate son;
bastard.”
God has used this word here to clearly
convey to us His thoughts of the shameful
state these brethren were found in. They
were doing the opposite of growing in

It is at that point in time that we will
not be easily deceived by others and can
assist the rest of the members of the body
with eating good solid food. This is a lifelong endeavor after our calling and conversion to the belief and truth of God and
all Their ways.
God expects us all to go through a spiritual stage of infancy as part of our learning process. It is patterned after the
growth cycle in physical form. You don’t
stay an infant for 10 or 20 years, do you?
Of course not! The same thing applies
spiritually. The members of our physical
family—father, mother, sisters, brothers
and such—assist us through all the growth
stages until we reach maturity, and then
we are expected to carry our own weight
and be able to assist others in the household, the family.
That is the same in the spiritual pattern.
In spiritual terms our growth in grace and
knowledge will not stop as we know it
until we reach the stature of the fullness of
Christ, to a perfect man.
Simple question: How many of us
think we have reached that pinnacle?
I know I haven’t, and, frankly, I don’t
know anyone who has except those in
Scripture like Paul, etc. There are some
who think they have. If anyone thinks they
can come between you and your spiritual

Some teach that if you are called now
and don’t make the cut you are fuel
for the fire of the second death. That
is just NOT a doctrine of the Father.
grace and knowledge. Let’s read through
verses 12-14.
Hebrews 5:12-14: “For though by this
time you (longtime members of the
church) ought to be teachers (that is, expected of each and every one of us regardless of the gift we have, for we are to teach
by example), you need someone to teach
you again the first principles of the scriptures of God; and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. For every one
who partakes only of milk is unskilled in
the word of righteousness, for he is a
babe. But solid food belongs to those who
are of full age (mature), those who by reason of use (practice) have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.”
Here we have a very descriptive lesson
in that we are expected to be teachers.
That means having a good enough grasp
of the doctrines of the Father that we in
fact can teach them to others in an accurate and understandable way in our sphere
of influence.
There is a period of time attached to
this. This is necessary for our growth and
our assistance to others. To be content
with just drinking milk provided by another is not acceptable. We need to be able to
sit at the table one on one with our Creator
and learn from Him with His Bible, and
the aid of the spirit which has been given
to us. Only then can we mature and be able
to understand good from evil.
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Husband, then they have placed themselves
at His level in the relationship whether they
say so or not. There is no doctrine of multiple headship. There is only one head of the
body and that is Christ.
Now, on the other hand I do know a lot
of people who have become very lazy or
dull of hearing and thus dull of doing. The
two go hand in hand. They depend on
another to do their studying for them.
They hire somebody who is happy to take
their money who then starts the process of
dumbing them down and further lulling
them to sleep.
Lazy little children! Some of these children make it to adolescence and then try
to survive on a diet of sugar drinks. That
is a diet of prophecy as in predictions, no
substance for growth, just a quick rush.
We need to be ingesting at a very minimum the basic or elementary principles
or teachings of Christ as listed in Hebrews
6:1-2. That is the milk of the word. There
will not be any growth with that as a strict
diet, but death will not occur either.
Unfortunately you will be content to be
a dependent and not reach your full potential that the Father and the Son envision
for you at this time in the plan. That basic
milk listed here is, specifically, repentance
from dead works, faith towards God, of
baptisms, teaching, laying on of hands,
resurrection of the dead, and eternal life.
These scriptures here in chapters 5 and
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6 are telling us we need to move beyond
these elementary understandings and onto
perfection. Remember, the author was trying to teach them about Christ and the
Melchizedek Priesthood. That is very
important understanding to all of us, for
we are going to be priests in that order.
We are in training for it right now. That
goes way beyond the milk of the word.
Do you know what that job description
is? Do you know how you fit into it now
and in the future? If you don’t, then there
is a lot of catching up to be done. To
become a perfect man after the stature of
the fullness of Christ, we need to keep on
learning from Him. That means spending
time with Him in study and not depending
on another to do so for us.
Verse 3 here in Hebrews 6 says: “And
this we will do if God permits.”
Why would He say that? Read the next
three scriptures to get the answer.
Hebrews 6:4-6: “For it is impossible
for those who were once enlightened, and
have tasted the heavenly gift, and who
have become partakers of the holy spirit,
and who have tasted the good Word of
God and the powers of the age to come, if
they fall away, to renew them again to
repentance, since they crucify for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an
open (or public) shame.”
Does that need any further explanation? I don’t think so! However, I will add
that 1 Thessalonians 5:19 tells us that we
can quench (extinguish) the spirit.
Our merciful Father and Husband/Savior do not want to lose us to the second
death. If They think we will carry on with
some lazy habit which in fact can lead us
to being bastards as the root word meant
as we saw earlier, then They will not
allow us to move beyond the milk.
Once again, it is we who do the leaving
and the forsaking, not Them. So there are
safeguards built into the process. Unfortunately, there are some who do not think so
and teach that if you are called now and
don’t make the cut you are fuel for the fire
of the second death.
That is just not a doctrine of the Father.
That, however, is not to be used as an
excuse to wander away either, for we are
accountable for what we know and, for
that matter, what we teach. We must
never, never, never deny the spirit!
There is a doctrine known as the unpardonable sin. We have a lengthy article
addressing it on the website.
Speaking of the website (abibofgod.
com), if you are not capable of downloading and printing out an article, please let us
know and we can mail one out to you. It
does not cost you anything. Nothing here
is for sale, and we don’t want your money.
I find it amazing that there are a lot of
individuals and organizations running
around spouting off that they are the elect
of the body. By that they are saying
they’re the only ones that count. Somehow
everybody else is meaningless and trivial
compared to them. They profess they are
the Philadelphians, the cream of the crop.
Those things confirm to me they are
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anything but. In fact, that type of attitude
declares to me they are of a Laodicean attitude. Remember? Rich and in need of nothing. That is an arrogant attitude and behavior pattern that many juvenile individuals
characterize. There is none of the humility
and meekness displayed in it which is a
prerequisite to the stature of the fullness of
Christ. They are in fact usually wretched,
miserable, poor, blind and naked, as Christ
tells us in Revelation 3. They have become
so lazy, complacent and self-centered that
Christ gives them this warning:
Revelation 3:15-16: “I know your
works that you are neither cold nor hot. I
could wish you were cold or hot. So then,
because you are lukewarm, and neither
cold nor hot I will (am about to) spew
(puke, vomit) you out of My mouth.”
That is a very frightful thing. Christ is
about to puke brethren out of His body!
How drastic a wakeup call is that! To be
puked out of the body of Christ by the
direction of the head of it!
Please do not just read over this. The
predominant attitude in the “churches of
God” is exactly that today. A self-importance, and a complacency to growth, has
become so entrenched in the works of most
organizations that I personally fear for
them. They should be in all of our prayers.
I am not talking about those who have
denied Christ, who have become antiChrist, but about those who have not denied
the spirit and who have just gotten very lazy
and complacent towards the rest of the
body. I am talking about those who are quite
content with the growth level they have
reached and do not wish to go beyond it.
If we are content and satisfied with
where we are, how do we grow in the
grace and knowledge of the gift or gifts
we have been given? We are not given
these gifts to edify ourselves; they were
given for the express purpose of edifying
the body, the other members of it, wherever they may be found. Such a self-centered, lukewarm attitude will not be tolerated by Christ. He will puke it out.
Do not be dumbed down by others to
think you have no gift or that your gift is
not important at this time. The modernday Pharisees who teach such things—that
the focus is on them and their works—are
nothing more than agents of the devil.
They attempt to put on a shiny veneer, but
the filthy stench of Satan is pervasive.
Use all your spiritual senses for discerning not just one or two of them. You
are of tremendous value to the Father and
the Son and thus the body of Christ. Just
think. The Creator, the King of the universe and all creation have singled you out
to be called out of unbelief into the glory
of the knowledge of Jesus Christ and the
part you have at this time before you in the
family of God the Father. Don’t let any
man or demon steal that crown from you!
It should fill us all with hope and zeal.
Do not be so dumbed down that you

come to believe you are not worthy of
such a magnificent calling. You are not
inferior to anyone except the Father and
the Son, and—just think—the Son wants
you to be complete in Him, to be perfect
in Him, to His stature and fullness. How
can we let anyone else tell us otherwise?
Brethren, deluded men have been
creeping into the church for nearly two
millennia. Let’s come to grips with a very
important understanding. The Scriptures
tell us that the vast majority of us who
have been called were the weak and the
base of the earth, but we are not to stay in
that way or to even think that way.
On the other hand, we are not to think
more highly of ourselves than we should,
which we will be getting to shortly. We
need to believe and understand that at this
time in our calling we have been called to
train for the number-three position in the
family of God. That is the bride, the wife,
the mother after the patterns of creation
and the family. Don’t get caught up in the
false humility of “Why me?” Just drink it
in and get to work.
The reasons why are meaningless to me.
I just scream out Thank You, thank You,

your own oil. No one else can do it for you.
Once you are filled up, you are able to
show others how to do it as well and from
Whom they need to purchase the oil. We
could read those scriptures but we have so
often we will forgo them at this time, for
either we believe them or we don’t.
Now let’s get to some of the interworkings and relationships that we are to be
involved in as members of the one body.
Romans 12:1-12: “I beseech you
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God
that you (very personally and individually) present your bodies a living sacrifice
(that means laying down your life for others. Do we do that? Do you give of your
time and resources and set your desires
aside to serve and benefit other members
of the body?) holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service (did we
get that? God expects us to be doing it. We
don’t score any brownie points for doing
so because it is part of our responsibilities). And do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind (growing in grace and
knowledge according to Christ) that you
may prove what the good and acceptable
and perfect will of God is.”
Brethren, do we do that? It is not someone else’s responsibility to do it for us. If
we do not do so ourselves, how do we

You are of tremendous value to the
Father and the Son and thus the
body of Christ. Don’t let any man or
demon steal that crown from you!
thank You in the spirit. I know I can’t do it
myself, so give me all the help I can get.
Take a look in the mirror. Yes, it’s you!
Do not doubt but believe. Nothing is
impossible for God, and we are going to
be living proof of it. At least I know I will
be if I can do what is expected of me.
My part is easy. All I have to do is be
obedient to what I am told to do by my
Father and Husband/Savior. I don’t care
what some self-proclaimed mucketymuck thinks or says, and neither should
you. We are of great value to God and the
plan for eternity if we pick up the ball and
get in the game.
All we have to do is the part or function
He has us placed in the body for. That’s it.
We need to play for the entire game and
not be a ball hog but understand that others are gifted as well, and as a team we
can come to a great victory.
The rest of all of mankind is in the
audience and they don’t even know they
are cheering you on. We are all of the
same value! If we decide to lie down during the middle of the game and no longer
put in any effort, we are not just hurting
ourselves but also our fellow teammates.
There are many hurting the body today
because all have at one time or another
fallen asleep or at the least slumbered
when we are to be active and alert.
Matthew 25 tells us that is a sure condition
just prior to His return. Wake up and fill up
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know for sure what the good and acceptable and perfect will of God is? Are we
willing to leave such a personal and important decision up to another? That
would be beyond ridiculous.
This is all effort on our part. Some
brethren feel renewing their minds is going
to services once a week and listening to a
sermon for an hour or so. That is lazy, lazy,
lazy. If for some reason you have not been
renewing your mind daily, start now. Get
up a half hour earlier each day and just
read a chapter or two from Scripture.
In fact, start at the beginning in Genesis
and make the commitment to read
through the Bible a little bit each day. It
has profound effects on us all. You are not
just doing it for yourself but for the rest of
the body as well, for as you grow in that
you will undoubtedly be able and willing
to assist others as well.
Rekindle your first love. Put more oil in
your lamp—pure oil, not oil filtered
through another’s eyes. Start proving all
your beliefs over again. Take one at a time
and let Christ feed you from His word.
Many doctrines have been watered
down and changed in subtle and gross
ways so that they do not even resemble
the doctrines of the Father. You may think
you are following truth when in fact you
are following philosophies and vain and
empty deceits of men shaped after the
tenants of this world.
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Get it all straight in your mind because
what Paul is about to teach us next is your
responsibility in the body. Remember,
Christ gave us all gifts when He ascended
on high. That means He at that time started handing them out to the individual
members of His body.
But what else does He tell us there in
Ephesians 4? Let’s read it again.
Ephesians 4:8: “When He ascended on
high, He led captivity captive and gave
gifts to men.”
He led captivity captive. I asked earlier
“What captivity?” and “Why is it timed
with giving men gifts?” Have you relied
on the thoughts and conclusions of men to
shape you into their image of understanding and their belief system?
Throw off those shackles and dine one
on one with Christ and come out of that
captivity. He has given you the ability to do
it. Yes, you, me and everyone else who is
called by the Father. Don’t ignore it! Use it!
This does not mean you are becoming
big in your own eyes. On the contrary,
Christ is then becoming big in your eyes
and not some man who would gladly take
over His role. Some lazy little children
say, “I have no gift from Christ.” Do you
believe you are a baptized member of the
body? If the answer is yes, then you have
been given the gift of the holy spirit after
the outward expression of the laying on of
hands by one who has the spirit in them.
If you then have been given that common gift which is given to all who repent,
have been baptized, had hands laid on,
then you also have been given at least one
individual gift as well. To deny the fact
that you have been given a gift to develop
and use in helping the body grow in love
is a dangerous place to be.
You may say, okay, I believe the word
that I have been given a gift, but I do not
recognize it.
Let me help you with that. Please do not
let men define for you what are gifts and
what are not. The answer is solely within
you. Remember, it is personal to you,
given to you by your Husband/Savior.
Matthew 25:15: “And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another
one, to each according to his own ability,
and immediately he went on a journey.”
Did we hear that loud and clear? He
gives us talents or gifts according to
something we already possess. In most
cases it is just a spiritual enhancement of
what we already have or do. Stop and
think. What do I do instinctively or naturally in life that can benefit or has benefited others? There is your answer now get
to work on it.
Pray to Christ that He refreshes you
in it, renews you in it, so you can grow in
it. Once you have that established, you
then need to exercise it, start small and
let it grow in your sphere of influence in
the body.
Pay no attention to any threats from
men. Just think if the disciples of Christ
had listened to them put them down, and
to their threats. They would never have
gone on to success.
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Stephen is a prime example of that. Was
he an apostle, evangelist, prophet, etc.?
Not according to Scripture, yet he
preached to the highest religious/political
organization of his time, the Sanhedrin.
Scriptures tell us he was a deacon or servant, the same word used to describe what
is our common service to one another. It
simply means one who serves or ministers.
I have had women, sisters in the faith,
say to me what can I do, I have no gift, I
am just a mother and housewife. Are you
kidding me! You’re right, you don’t have
a gift, but rather many gifts if you have
been a successful mother and wife and
homemaker.
You obviously have let the great ones of
this age define for you what a gift is and
isn’t. That is why you need to let Christ
feed you and not some man who is an
agent of the devil, whether deluded or not.
Just think how many times a day as a
mother, wife and homemaker you have
opportunities to teach, exhort, give, be
compassionate, provide for another’s
needs, etc., etc., etc. Those are all gifts. If
you can complete them in your physical
responsibilities, you can do so spiritually
in the body.
Let’s continue listening to Paul here in
Romans 12 and listen to what is and what
is not good, and acceptable, and perfect
and then renew our minds in Christ’s
instructions as to what the body is to be
looking like and doing.
Romans 12:3-8: “For I say, through the
grace given to me, to everyone (not just
some) who is among you, not to think
more highly than he ought to think (no
benefactors, overlords, great ones, high
and mighty ones, for we have only one
head) but to think soberly, as (because)
God has dealt to each one a measure of
faith. For as we have many members in
one body, but all the members do not have
the same function, so we many, are one
body in Christ, and individually members
of one another (we do not harbor any doctrines that would resemble those of the
Nicolaitans in the body of Christ which
He says He hates. So why would we agree
to come under the rulership of layers of
men when we have only one head? Paul
here has just given us a beautiful and
detailed description of the body and our
relationship to each other), having then
gifts differing according to the grace that
is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy (#4395 propheteuo or one who speaks
openly of divine scriptures or simply
under inspiration) in proportion to our
faith; or ministry (simple service of all
kinds) in ministering; he who teaches, in
teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation;
he who gives (talking about all kinds of
giving here; time, patience, longsuffering,
food, clothing, all the various things we
have at our disposal) with liberality; he
who leads, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.”

There is nothing here about the philosophies and empty deceits of the world
as to a rulership structure, is there? No, not
at all. For everything mentioned here are
gifts, spiritual enhancements given to the
individual members of the body to benefit
other members in love. There is no vanity
in any gift Christ has given us which is
intended to enhance a natural ability.
When Moses told Christ/the Word, that
he was not a good speaker naturally, did
God make him one? No, He let Aaron do
the talking, the speaking before Pharaoh,
because he had a more natural ability to
do so.
Some folks can’t speak boldly about
anything, so why would God enhance something they do not naturally do? They will
not get a gift of prophecy, but God will
enhance something they actually have. It
could be exhorting, or mercy, or giving.
They all are to be used within the body to
enhance it, to grow it in love and also to
grow it in more grace and knowledge of
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Head of it all.
Paul is teaching us that all the functions
in the body are a wonderful, methodical,
unified, system of love towards one

Scripture). Repay no one evil for evil.
Have regard for good things in the sight of
men. If it is possible, as much as depends
on you, live peaceably with all men.
Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but
rather give way to wrath; for it is written;
vengeance is Mine, I will repay, says the
Lord. Therefore if your enemy hungers,
feed him: if he thirsts give him drink; for
in so doing you will heap coals of fire on
his head. Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good.”
Anyone feeling rich and in need of
nothing after reading that?
Do we believe all this? If we do, then
we need to make a greater effort to not
function according to the world’s ways.
We should not fear them or the things they
impute. We need to use our God-given
gifts in a humble and caring way.
We will not think we are more important than another. We will depend on the
Word of God and the spirit of God for our
inspiration and understanding and not
some interpretation of another. Yes, we
can listen to it, but we need to check up on
it in the Scriptures and filter it through the
spirit of God residing in us.
We do glean from all four corners of
the field as sojourners. Gleaning is a timetaking process. It isn’t an action of just
shoving something in our mouth. It takes

Miracles, healings, helps, administrations,
tongues: All were necessary to the
growth of the fledgling church to confirm
these things were of God.
another. That is so foreign to what we see
in many of the “church” organizations
today. It is a wonder people are not flocking out of them.
Their hierarchical layers of rulership
and dominion are anything but an example of the body of Christ. They are in most
cases a mechanism of this world’s understandings, which are designed to dumb
down the occupants.
Let’s continue to listen to Paul’s
instructions here to see how Gods word
empties burning coals on the vain philosophies and empty evil deceits of the basic
tenants and teachings of this world and
those who hold them.
Verses 9-21: “Love without hypocrisy
(not pretend or any definition of the
world’s). Abhor what is evil. Cling to
what is good. Be kindly devoted to one
another with brotherly love, in honor, giving preference to one another; not lagging
in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the
Lord; rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints, given
to hospitality. Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, and weep with those
who weep. Be of the same mind towards
one another. Do not set your minds upon
high things, but associate with the humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion
(prove your beliefs from patterns in
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effort on our part to pick up the good kernels and remove any chaff or dirt that may
have accumulated on them. Only then are
they ready to be eaten and digested.
We will not place undue honor on anything. We will make every effort to renew
our minds daily so we know what is the
grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus
Christ and not some forgery. We will
serve His body as we are placed in it, not
looking for any honor or accolades in
doing so but undertaking our reasonable
duties assigned to us as we are placed in it
by the Head. We will not feign from them
regardless of who or what confronts us.
There is no fear in true love or carrying
it out. Our focus will be on giving and not
getting. Oh, yes, dear brethren, we are of
great value in God’s eyes if we do such
things. We have been called out of the
unbelief of this world into a glorious calling of belief and faith in Christ.
I like to turn to 1 Corinthians 1:18 often
when getting my bearings on this subject
when surrounded by a sea of turmoil.
1 Corinthians 1:18: “And He is the
Head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead
(spiritually, of course) that in all things He
may have the preeminence.”
So very simple and all-encompassing at
the same time. No doctrine of the Father
assigns layers of headship, not one. We
are all to willingly submit one unto the
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other in love under the authority and
direction of Christ. Do not let any man or
demon convince you they have headship,
dominion over your faith, for we have the
faith of Jesus. You are directly linked to
the head as in direction.
Unfortunately so many men and women
have submitted to the hierarchical lie. I did
at one time, until Christ led me out of that
captivity. So have many others. We are
under a patriarchal system of governance.
The only two beings that have been positioned in that are the Father and the Son.
Many years ago I had a man attempt to
convince me and many others in attendance at a Bible study that he had rule over
us. He emphasized a few scriptures that
are translated as “rule” over us. In each
case I pointed out the dual meanings of
each Greek word and at times the singular
meaning. In every case the Greek had the
meaning of leading and maintaining.
Now, that is a far cry from the terrible
translation of “rule.” Unfortunately, the
translators filter it through their understanding of such things and apply the
wrong meaning in some instances. In others, they have the right one.
After everyone else was told to leave
the hall and that the “study” (dictates) was
over, he continued with my wife, Linda,
and me, trying to convince us of his right
of rulership. One of the places he ventured
was 1 Corinthians 12:28. He didn’t actually turn there, for I was the only one with
an open Bible before me.
1 Corinthians 12:28: “And God has
set these in the church: first apostles, after
that prophets (inspired speakers), third
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of
healings, helps, administrations, variety
of tongues.”
He insisted these were orders of rank of
authority in the church. He could not or
would not accept that they were orders of
functions given to the first century church
for the obvious reasons. First apostles,
because they were sent forth by Christ to
get thinks started. That is the meaning of
apostle: one sent forth.
Then there was a need for inspired
speakers (prophets) because of the masses
being called.
Then there was a need for teachers to
assist in explaining the inspired Word of
God, how to put it into practice to all the
people hearing the truth for the first time
as God intended it to be understood.
The list goes on. Miracles, healings,
helps, administrations, tongues: All were
necessary to the growth and health of the
fledging church to confirm these things
were of God and to conduct things decently and in order without confusion.
Are we to believe that “helps” have
more authority than “tongues” or “healings” have more authority than “administrations” and so on? How worldly is that?
How deluded spiritually is that?
Anyway, this fellow was fit to be tied
and was completely lost on what to do or
say next, so we eventually left.
He now goes by the title of pastor general and actually allows his followers to
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refer to himself as apostle.
There are so many Little Lord Fauntleroys running around in and out of organizations today it is no wonder brethren are
losing their identity as active working and
functioning and gifted members of
Christ’s body. When you get a steady diet
of Nicolaitan doctrines, one can come to
believe them or in some cases just give in
and acquiesce.
There is a lot of instruction on the body
of Christ and what it is to look like and
what it is to do. Let’s turn to another very
familiar account of it so we can continue
to renew our minds. Paul does another
beautiful job of putting it all into relevant
and easy-to-understand terms and language in 1 Corinthians 12. The entire chapter is to me a work of art.
1 Corinthians 12:1-11: “Now concerning spiritual gifts (or spiritualties), brethren,
I do not want you to be ignorant. You know
that you were Gentiles carried away to these
dumb idols, however you were led. (He is
actually making fun of them because to do
what they were doing was dumb, no matter
what the excuse or reasoning.)
“Therefore I make known to you that
no one speaking by the spirit of God calls
Jesus accursed (anathema) and no one
can say that Jesus is Lord except by the
holy spirit.
“Now there are diversities (various
kinds) of gifts, but the same spirit. There
are differences of ministries (services) but
the same Lord. And there are diversities of
activities, but the same God who works
all in all. (There is that phrase again).
“But the manifestation of the spirit is
given to each one for the profit of all: for
to one is given the word of wisdom through
the spirit, to another the word of knowledge through the same spirit, to another
faith by the same spirit, to another gifts of
healings by the same spirit, to another the
working of miracles, to another prophecy,
to another kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. But one and the
same spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually as He
(Christ) wills.”
I was led to believe years ago they
come with the piece of paper one received
from a college.
Verses 12-27: “For as the body is one
and has many members, but all the members of that one body, being many, are one
body, so also is Christ. For by one spirit
we are all baptized into one body, whether
Jews or Greeks, whether slave or free, and
have all been made to drink into one spirit. (Not one college.) For in fact the body
is not one member but many.
“If the foot should say, because I am
not a hand, I am not of the body, is it
therefore not of the body? (Of course not,
for Christ makes that determination, not
the individual members.) And if the ear
should say, because I am not an eye, I am
not part of the body, is it therefore not
part of the body?

“If the whole body were an eye, where
would be the hearing? If the whole were
hearing; where would be the smelling?
(Simple lesson here: If another part of the
body does not look like you and do the
same function, don’t proclaim it not to be
of the body. All the functions are supposed
to work in unity under Christ through His
spirit, which is used to give life to it.)
“But now God has set the members,
each one of them, in the body just as He
pleased. (Not some man or group of men.)
And if they were all one member, where
would the body be? But now indeed there
are many members, yet one body. And the
eye cannot say to the hand I have no need
of you, nor again the head to the feet, I
have no need of you.
“No, much rather, those members of
the body which seem to be weaker are
necessary. And those of the body which
we think to be less honorable, on these we
bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, but
our presentable parts have no need.
(Because they seem to get it anyway.)
“But God composed the body having
given greater honor to that which lacks it
(contrary to the way of man) that there

responsible, loving way, has a real head
start over many of us. It is second nature
to her.
Satan wants to shut that down by
allowing women to think they are just
subordinate. Look what his major religions in this world do to women and
young girls. It’s evil to the core. Look
what Islam does to a woman. I’m not talking about westernized Islam, for those
folks would switch in a blink if they were
pressed to by mainstream Islam. Deluded
leaders and very stupid people who are
most of the time one and the same proclaim it to be the religion of peace. How
screwed up is that?
We need to let the Scriptures, the Word
of God, define who and what we are. The
philosophies of man, which are just
deceptions of Satan, will attempt to keep
us dumbed down, limit us in our real
potential as ones called out of unbelief
into the glorious grace and knowledge of
the King of the Universe, not the ruler of
this world.
Our calling is not a contest with each
other. It is a start to learn what simple service to all in love is. It is humble and
straightforward service. No Diamond Jim
Bradys need apply. That is Satan’s approach. To make this all work we must respond to the one spirit in us all. That is
what assists us in what Ephesians 5:21

Satan wants women to think they are
just subordinate. Look at what his
major religions in this world do to
women and girls. It’s evil to the core.
should be no schism (as to who is the
greatest) in the body, but the members
should have the same care for one another.
“And if one member suffers, all the
members suffer with; or if one member is
honored, all the members rejoice with.
Now you are the body of Christ, and
members individually (if you follow these
patterns).”
That is the beautiful and humble
approach we need to take towards members of the body. No vanity, no self-centered; me, myself, and I; no worldly
desires; and no deluded actions according
to the philosophies of this world. It is all a
labor of love under the direction of Christ.
We just need to do our part and He will
make it all function well (filling all in all).
Once again, these scriptures have taught
us that it is Christ who gives us our individual gifts, it is He who determines which
ones we will have to use in the body. He is
the only one outside of the Father who
knows how we can contribute most effectively and efficiently, for that matter.
Christ says each and every one of us is
important to the well-being of the body.
We are training to occupy and function in
the responsibilities of the number-three
role in the family of God. We must all
approach our responsibilities like a loving
wife and mother does to hers.
It is my personal opinion that a woman
who takes on her physical responsibilities
as a mother, wife and homemaker, in a
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instructs us.
Ephesians 5:21: “Submitting (willingly yielding) to one another in the fear of
God.”
Just think. There are some who always
apply the other Greek usage of this word
here translated “submitting.” That would
be “ruling.” Just insert that here to see
how ridiculous that is: “Ruling to one
another in the fear of God.”
Then there are those who teach brethren it means submitting to them. I don’t
see any fear of God in that. That would be
fearing men. If we find ourselves in captivity to the dictates of the Nicolaitans,
then get out of where you are. Get some
space between you and them. They will
threaten you, etc., but pay no heed to it.
They can do to you only what God allows.
We are to be of the same mind one
towards the other. Now, that does not
mean to overlords, great ones, heretics,
busybodies, etc. We are instructed in
Scripture how to deal with such.
Romans 12:16 also tells us: “Do not
set your mind on high things, but associate with the humble.”
And verse 10: “Be kindly devoted to
one another with brotherly love, in honor
giving preference to one another.”
We read the same instruction to the
members of the body throughout the
Scriptures. There is no gift of dominion
over another, but there certainly is a spiritual disease as such. It is an infection
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which can spread rapidly with terrible debilitating effects to the members and especially to their command to use their gift in
the body. It is designed to destroy just
that. Let me repeat verse 3 to us all.
Romans 12:3: “For I say, through the
grace given to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think more highly than
he ought to think, but to think, soberly
(not drunk on delusions of self-grandeur)
as (because) God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith.”
As soon as an individual feels that gifts
are a road to rankings of authority instead
of simple functions of service in the body,
Satan has his hooks in him, and it will be
difficult to win him back to the truth.
However, with that said, we must try if
we know such a one on an individual basis.
I have seen a lot of men fall into that trap of
the devil. It is a lesson to avoid, however,
since it is fostered in self-importance once
again: the “me, myself and I” syndrome.
There is so much dominion over another being practiced today that it is restricting the growth of the church, the body of
Christ. Paul did instruct us about this arising in his time, and it has continued on
since, for its author is tireless and very
determined to take your crown from you
in any way he can.
Acts 20:29-31: “For I know this, that
after my departure savage wolves will
come in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse (misleading) things,
to draw away the disciples after themselves. Therefore watch (someone in the
body needs to be doing this) and remember for three years I did not cease to warn
everyone night and day with tears.”
Paul obviously did not let go of that. It
was very important to him. I’m sure there
were many who passed it off as not possible. How could Harry or Larry do such
a thing?
Well, ask yourselves why we also have
the parable of the tares and the wheat.
These are all pitfalls to the church. Both
are happening and have happened. We
need to be alert to them. Both are detrimental to the body of Christ.
Some have asked me how can tares be
really harmful. Simple study: Go back to
Exodus and see what the mixed multitude
led Israel into. Intense cravings!
How soon we can forget. When Satan
is pushing new doctrine, which is really
not new but old as the world, he can count
on the tares to lap it up first.
Look what happened in Worldwide, or
have we forgotten? How many of the
quiet folks who sat next to you jumped at
the chance to consume the doctrine of the
Trinity?
Look, Satan knows his own. They can
sit in services for many years acting out
the part. Then when he wants to activate
them he does so quickly.
Remember how you looked at them in
disbelief? You could not believe your
eyes. You had to make the choice of leaving or staying, not them. That’s what you
are faced with today if you are not growing in grace and knowledge.
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If you are not allowed to function in
your gift in the organization you are in,
then you have a life-changing decision to
make. You can actually try to change the
organization for the better, but watch how
long that lasts, or I should say you.
We have a study on the website that we
completed many years ago. It is entitled
“The Hireling and the Wolf.” You may
want to read it if you have not already. If
you can’t print a copy out, let us know and
we will send you one.
There is no cost to it and no follow-up
either. You are not put on a mailing list or
any such thing. We do not want your
money or anyone else’s, for that matter.
We are able to perform the functions we
do from our own resources in which we
have been blessed.
The body is composed of many parts
and many functions. We need to understand that all are not visible but have great
importance to the health of the body. Just
think if the body was plugged up and
could not eliminate the wastes it collects
and discharges what a terrible sick body it
would become.
When that happens, when the waste
builds up, the body will actually attempt
to reabsorb some of it. That is very
unhealthy.
That very thing is happening in many
of the churches today. They need a laxative to flush the filth and waste out and
recover to a healthy state.
We read about Christ saying as the
Head He was about to vomit out part of
the body earlier. These things are real,
brethren. The spiritual body has an
immune system, or have you ever given
that any thought? There are those in the
body who act as that system.
Paul was a great example of it. He
sought out spiritual diseases and such and
instructed the brethren on how to deal
with them. That is an entire study on its
own that we may undertake in the future.
Keep in mind some of these parts are
not always that presentable to the other
parts, which think they themselves are.
That is why God gives them more honor:
because of the vital role and function they
perform.
We as members need to examine what
we are ingesting. If it tastes good or
smells good, that does not mean it is good.
We need to use all of our spiritual senses
as adults, as mature members in the body.
Just because we have been eating the
same canned food for years does not mean
it has been good for us.
It does not have to be new to us. What
we have been eating may have been making us lethargic. There is nothing stopping
you from rereading the labels and examining the contents. In fact, that is all part of
renewing our minds. Make it a habit. It can
be very exciting and very rewarding to do
so. As your health improves, so will those
loved ones in your sphere of influence.
Another thing to keep in mind is to not

spiritually guzzle your food. I have seen
brethren take some new food to themselves
and swallow it down so fast they did not
even chew it up. That is not good. Clean
animals chew on their cud. We are sheep
and should spiritually be doing the same.
As much as the doctrines of the Nicolaitans are a threat to the body of Christ
today, there is actually a bigger one. It can
be caused by those doctrines, but it can
also be caused by a severe spiritual complacency due to the cares of this world.
The two combined are disastrous.
There is no doubt in my mind that we
are witnessing the predominant attitude of
the Laodicean in the churches of God
today. As the world plunges into socialism
and then totalitarianism, the mentality that
the few need to provide for the many or
the entitlement mentality, we see a similar
mentality spreading in the church. It is an
evil undertaking and completely anti-God.
My thoughts jump over to Revelation 3
every time I see the world stepping closer
to the arrogance and delusions and false
promises of socialism. It is designed to
break and enslave all but the elites. It is an
economic pyramid scheme in some respects and outright theft in others.

chord. Strong delusion has overtaken
them so that they will believe the lie because they did not believe the truth when
it was presented to them. We could list so
many of the lies but just a few are:
We are the only ones doing the work.
What work? Certainly not growing in
grace and knowledge in the Word of God.
We are the true Philadelphians.
We are going to a place of safety because of the righteousness of our leaders.
We need only to come to services
and pay and pray to qualify to be worthy
of acceptance by Christ.
The list goes on and on, delusion and
lie one after the other. They can’t see how
wretched, miserable, poor, blind and
naked they are.
They need all the help they can get. If
you profess to be a Philadelphian, how are
you using your gift to assist them out of
this sorry state? Or for that matter are you
even making an attempt?
The very nature of a Philadelphian is to
help his brother, regardless of his state.
You should be full of zeal to do so. Remember your first love when you wanted
to tell everyone about the hope that was in
you as to the truth of the gospel and the
way of God?
We all need to be making the effort,
brethren. Just don’t walk away. That work
is the epitome of what we have been

Our Husband/Savior no longer works
through the collective body but is calling
to His sheep who have been scattered far
and wide while fleeing from abominations.
Christ chastises and counsels the
church to buy from Him. The Laodicean
church attitude is so deluded it says I am
rich, have become wealthy and am in
need of nothing. That means they are not
in need of Him and in fact have thrown
Him out, as attested to in verse 20, for He
is on the outside. Let’s read 19 and 20.
Revelation 3:19-20: “As many as I
love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore be
zealous and repent. Behold I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears My voice
and opens the door (to their mind), I will
go into him and dine with him, and he
with Me.”
Think about how shameful this church’s
behavior is, that He, the Head of the body,
has been thrown out. It is a spiritually
headless church for the most part. He
holds out hope, however, as a merciful
Husband/Savior, that some will still repent
and come out of her and be part of His
body in a healthy and functioning way.
Remember, He is about to puke it out.
Thieves and robbers have taken over
some of the sheepfolds, brethren. It’s very
likely you are in one. I hope not. He is no
longer working through the collective body
but is calling to His sheep who have in
many cases been scattered far and wide
while fleeing from these abominations. The
vast majority, however, will not hear Him.
Paul told us about the times we live in.
There are multiple and simultaneous scenarios, but 2 Thessalonians really strikes a
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called into the body to do as mature
adults. We didn’t see the authors of Hebrews walking away from assisting those
who were acting like juveniles and infants, did we?
No, we did not. In fact, they started
from the beginning with them again. If
you have access to such in your sphere of
influence you need to be stepping up to the
plate. Christ tells us that repeatedly about
our training being used in this situation.
Let’s turn to just one instance, in
Matthew 25. The Laodicean attitude certainly qualifies as to that of being the least
of these, My brethren.
Matthew 25:35-40: “For I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and
you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and
you took Me in; I was naked and you
clothed Me; I was sick and you visited
Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.
“Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying, Lord when did we see you hungry
and feed, or thirsty and give drink? When
did we see You a stranger and take in, or
naked and clothe. Or when did we see you
sick or in prison, and come to You?
(Remember, these are the conditions at
the end of the age in Laodicea.)
“And the King will answer and say to
them, assuredly I say to you, ‘Inasmuch as
you did to one of the Least of these My
brethren, you did to Me.’ ”
If we will not do it for anything else, do
it for the reward.
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Verse 34: “Then the King will say to
those on His right hand, come you blessed
of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the
world.”
Revelation 22:12: “And, behold, I am
coming quickly, and My reward is with
Me, to give to everyone according to his
work.”
1 Corinthians 3:8-9: “Now he who
plants and he who waters are one (two different functions in the body but with the
same goal), and each one will receive his
reward according to his own labor. (And
where is the focus of that work? Within
the body!) For we are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.”
James 5:19-20: “Brethren, if anyone
among you wanders from the truth, and
someone turns him back, let him know
that he who turns a sinner from the error
of his way will save a soul from death and
cover a multitude of sins.”
As members of the body of Christ, we
need to come to grips with the responsibilities we have all been gifted with and
use them to contribute to the well-being of
the rest of the members. That means the
whole body and not just the pleasantlooking parts.
The body is sick. Not all of it, but large
portions of it. It is affecting each and
every one of us, for we are of that same
body. We are our brother’s keeper!
The scriptures we have reviewed today
have clearly established we are to be caring for the sick members of it. Do we turn
our backs on such a thing? If we do, our
Husband and Father will turn Their backs
on us. James tells us:
James 1:27: “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to
visit the orphans and widows in their trouble and to keep oneself unspotted from the
world.”
There are many spiritual orphans and
widows at this time, according to the
Scriptures. They have been separated from
the Father and the Husband/Savior by robbers and thieves who have come under the
guise of benefactors and servants of God
when in fact they are hirelings and wolves
and worthless shepherds.
The body needs to wake up to the evils
of this age that have been allowed to creep
into the church over the centuries of struggle. Each and every one of us who truly
cares must not just be doing our reasonable duty, but putting in a lot of overtime.
The promise goes: Seek you first the
kingdom and all these other things, the
necessities in life, will be given to you.
The doctrines of the Nicolaitans are
deeply entrenched in many of the organizations that are referred to as “churches of
God.” With that said, there are some
members still struggling to hold onto what
is right in those situations. They need your
help! Please remember we are not waging
a physical war but one against an unseen
enemy to the world and to all who are
being deceived.
So put on all the armor of God and let’s
be about our Father’s business.
Our peace we give to you.
—Brian Convery / abibofgod.com
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C

ontinuing from Zechariah 1:12: Verse 13 says
that “good words and
comfortable words” are
to be spoken. Verses 14-15 speak
of “[YHVH, #3068] being “jealous
for Jerusalem and for Zion”!
The reader should be aware
that Jerusalem and Zion are two
different cities belonging to two
different tribes of Israel. Because
of this, several prophecies have a
different fulfillment.
It goes on to say that this specific YHVH is “sore displeased with
the heathen, that are at ease”! Or
the gentile powers that have
brought about “peace on earth”:
the intent of “at ease.”
It seems that at this specific
point in time the peoples of Israel,
who have begun their migrations
from their punishment, have as yet
no specific place to go, even though
the land of Judea is now open.
Could this be the reason the
Lord is displeased with the gentiles, because they have not yet
allowed Israelites to settle there?
The key to the future relationship
between the gentiles and the “Lord
of hosts” is spelled out in verse 16:
“Therefore says [YHVH, #3068],

I am returned to Jerusalem, with
mercies. My house [temple] shall
be built in it . . .”!
One reason the gentile powers
of Europe/Rome and the Arabs/
Mecca would be hesitant to allow
the beleaguered Israelites to settle
in Judea and Jerusalem is that
they are expecting their own
Messiah to return there, as was
mentioned earlier.

to the Edomite Jews or the illegal
Palestinians.
Whatever the reasons for the
gentiles allowing Israelites to
return, one of the things they will
require of those Israelites is
spelled out in verse 17: “Thus says
the LORD of hosts, My cities,
through [gentile] prosperity, shall
yet be spread abroad, and the
LORD shall yet comfort Zion, and

imminent destruction then, so will
he see to it that a great multitude
of Israel will escape imminent
destruction in the future.
There are still many things that
will be covered as pertains to what
takes place after Judea and surrounding areas have been again
settled by Israel’s citizens. I will
continue this story line as the series
progresses. But, for this Part 9, I

There is a second tribulation to come, the
one that will fall upon the gentiles where they
will be punished double for their sins.
However, since we know they
will indeed open up that land for
the refugees of Israel, it may be
that they will be inspired to do so
by the Spirit being who “sits on
the throne.”
They are expecting him to come
to the earth at any time.
They will likely have come to
the realization that the land of
Judea, and Israel, does not belong
to them, even as they came to
know that the land did not belong

shall yet choose Jerusalem”!
We are, at this point in the endtime prophecies, at a turning point
in history. Every point of prophecy
leading to the return of the Son of
Man to Zion is now firmly set.
The prophecies of Revelation
6:12-17 have been completed, and
the prophecies of Revelation 7 are
about to be fulfilled.
Just as Israel’s LORD in the Old
Testament saw to it that the peoples should mostly escape from

will conclude with the following:
In Revelation 7:13 one of the
“elders” who is with John asks
him from “whence came they”—
the “they” being the great multitude “arrayed in white.”
In verse 14 John says that he
doesn’t know, so the elder tells
him: “These are they which came
out of great tribulation . . .”
Note something very important,
as it regards the italicized words,
for this is one of the primary rea-

sons that HWA/WCG and those
who continue to prophesy the
failed former prophecies continue
to teach the same. They believe
that the “great tribulation,” mentioned here, is that which will come
upon the earth immediately prior to
the coming of the Son of Man.
This is totally inaccurate, absolutely false—for this “great tribulation” is speaking of that which is
to come upon the nations of Israel
only. This tribulation is when Israel
will be punished for their sins.
But there is a “second” tribulation to come, that being the one
that will fall upon the gentiles
where they will be punished “double for their sins.” It is during this
“later” tribulation that the Son of
Man will return.
Yes, the “one sitting on the
throne” will indeed return first. But
it does not say that “the Lamb” will
return with him. If he does return
then, he will not be revealed then.
In Part 10 I will continue with
the events that will take place in
Jerusalem and Judea—events that
will be fulfillment of the whys and
wherefores of things to take place
after the “LORD of Hosts: has
returned to Jerusalem.

— PART 10 —

F

or the peoples of Israel,
their being able to
return to some of their
former homelands will
require more effort than simply
packing up all of their possessions
and leaving. They will no longer be
a totally free people independent
of the gentile nations.
Rather, they will be under the
authority of the gentile armies that
won their homelands for them to
return to, the armies that removed
the Edomites and Palestinians who
are living there today.
However, even though they will
have limited freedom to do as
they wish, they will not be slaves
or persecuted. In a way, they will
live and work in cooperation with
those who have made a dwelling
place for them.
Between them, they will work
side by side restoring Jerusalem
and the land of Judea, which will
have been destroyed in the warfare that is to come.
The events that will take place in
the future parts of this article will
show a working that is undertaken
by both gentiles and Israelites.
But first, before getting into that
time period, I wish to show the
concluding events that are to take

place prior to the “resettling.”
For instance, I wish to tell the
story of who will be responsible
for the preparing of the Holy Land
for the coming of the Son of Man.
Zechariah 1:18-19: “Then I
looked up, and saw, behold, four
horns. I asked the Angel that
talked with me, What are these?
And he answered me, These are
the horns [empires] that scattered

as having “scattered” the peoples
of Israel. Medo-Persia actually
helped several tribes of Israel to
become more united, and the
Grecian Empire made it possible
for the tribes of Israel to unite into
an empire of their own known of
as Parthia. There was no scattering
from these latter two.
However, there were two other
empires that did indeed scatter

out of their Parthian territory. This
last fleeing over the ensuing centuries brought about the settling
of the “northern lands” by the
Israelite peoples.
Continuing, Zechariah 1:20-21:
“And the LORD showed me four
carpenters. I said, what are these
come to do?”
The angel goes on to mention
some “horns which have scattered

I wish to tell the story of who will be
responsible for the preparing of the Holy Land
for the coming of the Son of Man.

Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem”!
Others have stated that these
four “horns” represent the four
empires that were the meaning of
the great statue that Nebuchadnezzar saw in one of his dreams.
The four are shown to be (1)
Babylon, (2) Medo-Persia, (3)
Greece and (4) Rome.
The question is: Are these the
four horns? And the answer is no!
Of these four mentioned, only
Babylon and Rome are ever shown

Israel’s tribes. One was the commonly known Assyrian Empire,
which caused the majority of the
ten tribes to flee from their homelands. The fourth empire, however,
is one that is seldom considered.
This fourth empire is the empire
of the Allah-worshiping Arabic
peoples. Few realize it was this
fourth empire, that of today’s
Islam federacy, that scattered the
tribes of Israel, in the 300s A.D.,
when Israel’s peoples were forced

Judah, so that no man did lift up
his head!”
The phrase “lift up his head” is
in reference to there being any
“rulership” by any of the peoples
of Judah in the territory that is
Judah. It should be evident to the
reader that the “four horns that
scattered Judah, Israel, and
Jerusalem” are not the same
“horns” that scattered only Judah.
Continuing: “But these [here it is
going back to the four carpenters]

are come to [frighten] them.” Or
the horns that scattered only Judah
“to cast out [remove from
Jerusalem and Judah] the horns of
the gentiles that lifted up their horn
[singular] over the land of Judah”!
Summarizing Zechariah 1:18-21:
The “four horns that scattered
Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem” are
the same empires or nations as are
the “four carpenters”—for, just as
the four empires already mentioned
worked to scatter Israel, so the
same four will be used to “return
Israelites” to their former homes.
However, the other “horns or
horn” that scattered only Judah
will themselves be scattered or
destroyed by those four
empires/carpenters.
Who are the four empires today?
Well, they are (1) Assyria, today’s
Germanic peoples; (2) the Babylonians; and (3) the Romans, who
basically settled Southern Europe;
and (4) the Arabian/Islamic peoples,
whose territories are evident.
These four families of peoples
will unite for a time in the future.
Their ending works are shown in
the last chapters of Daniel, which
will be covered at a future time.
Part 11, will introduce a “new
beginning of the end.”

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —
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Most ministers changed their minds in ’95 because of politics
Continued from page 3

such as: “Your children are disrespectful to you because you undermine each other to them.”
Or “You are having financial difficulties because you do not budget as a
team.”
The UCG is having difficulties because the governmental structure was
set up incorrectly from the beginning.
[This was written in 2010 just before a major split in the UCG in December 2010 that resulted in the formation of the Church of God a Worldwide Association, or CGWA, known
informally as Cogwa.]
Acceptable governance
I know many ministers tell you that
the UCG system is the correct one for
God’s people. Others will tell you that
a church governmental system must
be even more authoritarian than the
one currently in place in the UCG.
Some leaders have even stated that
church government is the only doctrine
the Roman Catholic Church has right.
But don’t believe them. The only
system of government that is acceptable in the Church of God is where
Christ is its head.
But the true Church of God is not the
corporations that call themselves the
Church of God. The true Church of God
is the spiritual organism that consists
only of those in whom the Holy Spirit,
the Spirit of God, abides actively.
Analogy of the body
That organism is the Body of
Christ. It is one body regardless of
whether its members are part of a corporate church or not. The term Body
of Christ makes a comparison with
the human body. The normal human
body has one head.
“And He put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him as head
over all things to the church, which is
His body, the fullness of Him who fills
all in all” (Ephesians 1:22-23).
One human body has one head
consisting of many members, many
body parts.
Similarly, the Church of God—the
Body of Christ—has one head and
many body parts, many members.
Helping joy
No human is the head. We are the
body parts, and each part is driven by
the head. There is no intermediary
part between the head and other body
parts. All of the members have direct
access to Christ the head.

The apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 1:24: “Not that we have dominion [rulership, lordship, governing power] over your faith, but are
helpers of your joy: for by faith you
stand.”
Habakkuk 2:4: “. . . The just shall
live by his faith” (i.e., a person’s own
faith, not someone else’s faith).
If Paul did not have dominion over
others’ faith, certainly no one today
has such dominion.
Most Sabbath-keeping organizations claim Christ as their head, but
this is not true. Any time a church corporation presumes to be the intermediary between you and the Father, that
presumption is not of Christ.
Any time a church corporation
says it speaks with “duly constituted
authority” from God, that saying is
not of Christ.
Any time a church organization
claims it can keep you out of God’s
Kingdom through the disfellowshipping process, that claim is not of
Christ.
Too many of God’s people are governed by church corporations, and
this is wrong. God’s people should be
only served by church corporations.
I hope you won’t mind my giving
you a brief history lesson that you
probably have not heard. It would be
helpful to recount what happened in

By Mac Overton
ILMER, Texas—Return to
Life is a fascinating story of
Dr. Jim Tucker’s research
into many
cases of children who purportedly remember past
lives: reincarnation, if
you will.
Among
these is the
case of James
Leininger, a
young Louisiana boy
who remembered serving as a World
War II fighter pilot. His story was
the basis of the book Soul Survivor.
(See my review of Soul Survivor
in issue No. 136 of THE JOURNAL.)
Another child remembers being
an actor. One remembers his kidnapping in another life. One thinks
he used to be a famous golfer.

G

TEXAS VISIT—Ray and
Peggy Wooten visit Big
Sandy in 2009. [Photo
by Dixon Cartwright]

scheduled to speak I asked for a little
time to share what God gave me in
the wee hours of Friday morning.
This request was granted.
My presentation
It all seemed simple and clear. We
had just experienced one of the most
traumatic times we had known in the

purpose, the rest of the body could
continue to function. With each cell
governing itself by allowing God’s
Spirit to work with each member,
each body part, you would have a
body of brethren all functioning in the
church with its God-given
responsibilities.
This is the pattern the
Bible gives for these matters. That way we all belong to God individually,
and no man or body of men
can call us “my people.”
Standing ovation
After my presentation,
which lasted for about 30
minutes, I was given a
standing ovation by the
ministers who had traveled
to Indianapolis for the conference.
But over the next 24 hours
a lot of backroom dealing
took place that changed the
minds of many of the organizers who
claimed to be servants of God’s people.
Because of this politicking on matters of control and money, most of the
ministers at the conference chose to
go in a different direction from the
one they had so enthusiastically endorsed only two days before.
It was saddening to me to see the

A dear friend came to me and said, ‘Ray,
sometimes we have to compromise our personal
convictions for the sake of unity.’
the forming of the UCG almost 16
[now almost 19] years ago.
Coming up with a plan
In the spring of 1995 in Indianapolis, Ind., a group of former WCG
regional pastors, a few other ministers
and our wives had been meeting all
day every day from Sunday through
Thursday, April 23-27.
We still had no plan to offer the
elders who were coming for the much
larger meeting during which we
would offer the method of the UCG’s
operation.
I could hardly sleep that Thursday
night, maybe only one or at most two
hours. I prayed and agonized with
God: “What can we do? Please show
somebody Your plan for us.”

Children’s memories challenge
COG beliefs on the afterlife
The writer is a longtime Church
of God member and editor of the
twice-weekly Gilmer Mirror, the
newspaper of record of Upshur
County, Texas, since 1877.

Early Friday morning, April 28, the
answer came to me. It was clear in my
mind and heart what I believed—and
still believe—that God wanted.
At the Friday meeting of all the
founding ministers, though I was not

While Dr. Tucker reports some
cases from Asia, where religions are
more open to the idea of reincarnation, most children he reports on are
from America or Europe, where the
Christian ethic is uncomfortable
with the concept.
Indeed, James Leininger’s parents are Methodist and had to severely adjust their thinking to accept
the possibility that he was another
James who had died in the flames of
his downed plane during the Battle
for Iwo Jima.
The book—full name Return to
Life: Extraordinary Cases of Children Who Remember Past Lives (see
jimbtucker.com)—is a fascinating,
and credible, read.
Since the concept of multiple
lives flies in the face of our Church
of God belief system, we naturally
will tend to dismiss it out of hand.
Indeed, one need look no further
than the New Testament story of
Lazarus and the Rich Man to see the
absurdity of the immortal-soul doctrine, needn’t one?
Oops! I just remembered someone
once told me that if there ever was a
part of the Bible that Church of God
ministers wish they could delete it
was Lazarus and the Rich Man.

Worldwide Church of God. It had become apostate at the “top.”
For many of us, after decades of
believing we were the “true church,”
suddenly the “true church” was gone.
It became clear there was something more than giving up the Sabbath and holy days, etc., going on.
There was something drastically wrong
with the government when so few
could steal what we had worked and
paid for with our tithes and offerings.
No HQ, no home office
The solution God gave me was this:
Abandon the idea of a headquarters
or even a home office and establish a
service center. We could publish a
magazine and provide pastors and
other ministers for congregations to
help provide them leadership in love.
Inspire the brethren to look to and
develop personal relationships with
Christ, the Head of the Body. Learn
the most important truth that Jesus
taught in Matthew 22:37-40: Love
God the Father, love God the Son,
and love Christ’s Body: the brethren.
The concept of dominion and rulership does not work.
With the service center established
and ready to serve and assist local
congregations, the process would include allowing and encouraging each
congregation to be autonomous.
It should choose its own board,
have a local bank account, collect
tithes and offerings locally and pay
local expenses, including salaries for
ministers, rent for church halls, etc.
The brethren should locally build
up a reasonable balance and send the
rest to the service center to enable it to
provide the services needed by the
congregations.
This way the service center would
be one cell, as in one microscopic living building block of the body.
Each local church would be one
cell, and all could work together in
love, allowing God’s Spirit to lead.
The body of brethren
Believe it or not, the Holy Spirit is
powerful enough to lead us in such
matters and keep us unified.
However, if one group becomes
disgruntled and leaves, you have not
lost everything the way we had just
experienced [in 1995]. You have lost
just one cell. And you could probably
salvage part of that.
Even if the service center forgot its

same old class-conscious attitude
desperately hanging onto its Babylonian, satanic power over the chosen
people of God.
Sometimes we must compromise
One of the ministers, my dear
friend, who must have listened to the
others—for we had discussed the
problems in the Churches of God
many times—came to me and said,
“Ray, sometimes we have to compromise our personal convictions for the
sake of unity.”
I thought: Are you listening to what
you’re saying? This would mean we
would compromise even if our convictions are biblical and godly and
theirs are not.
Think of this, brethren: Why are
those who love and care for the Body
of Christ and want to serve them always called on to compromise their
convictions and go along with those
who want to govern—have dominion
over—God’s people?
All of this is supposedly for the
sake of unity, yet we’re all at different
levels of doctrine, and only God’s
love through the Holy Spirit will
bring unity.
We serve the brethren
Another minister, one of the ruling
kind, said to me: “Ray, you keep saying we need to serve the brethren. We
are serving them.”
I asked in what way have we discussed serving them.
His answer: “We’ll be having a
Feast for them.”
My mind began to reverberate:
There are already many Feast
sites available.
God is the one who gives us the
Feast.
But the thought that implanted itself into my mind and heart was this:
“So,” I said to him, “my memory [of the earlier Indianapolis sessions]
tells me that the decision to have a
Feast came in the context of ‘What
can we do to get a financial jump start
so we will be able to pay the ministers’ salaries?’ ”
This self-serving reason for sponsoring a Feast site did not seem to me
to be an example of a proper motive
for serving the brethren.
The discussions of ministers in Indianapolis were primarily about the
number of people they would bring
with them from their old WCG con-

gregations so we could pay the salaries
of all the ministers and provide retirement incomes for the older ministers.
I was not included in these later
discussions, nor was I aware of those
who were involved in backroom dealings in the late afternoon and evening
after our scheduled meeting on
Friday.
That was when they assigned the
speaking schedule for the Sabbath of
April 29, and the elders’ meeting on
Sunday, April 30, for the presentations to be made by the former regional pastors of the WCG.
Presentation interrupted
As I was giving my presentation on
setting up local churches, I was interrupted because someone wanted to
make an announcement. The microphone was taken from me and I was
not allowed to finish my presentation.
The recorded presentation was not
offered along with the others because
the content did not express the purpose of the other founding ministers.
When I asked for a recording of my
presentation it was withheld from me.
It was obvious I was considered the
maverick of the group, yet two days
earlier the ministers had overwhelmingly applauded my presentation.
Not a proper representation
Later, immediately after I was
elected to the board, I was assigned
speaking duties at Feast of Tabernacles sites in Redding, Calif., and Lexington, Ky.
Before the Feast the board asked
me to relinquish those duties because,
I was told, the board members had
voted to ask me to step aside.
But the vote to ask me to leave was
not at a normal board meeting, because I attended all board meetings.
The reason the other board members
gave me for wanting me to step aside
was that they felt that I “would not represent the board’s purpose properly.”
I told them they were right. I represent Jesus Christ and God’s plan of
salvation for man, not a board of
directors of a corporation.
As my wife and I were in our car
driving away from Indianapolis, I
said to her: “Honey, I’m so sad to
have to say this, but it’s over. This
will not work. It’s destined to fail.”
I had to leave the UCG because I
could no longer serve under such a
system. I knew that system would
bear bad fruit, and indeed it has for
the last 16 years while it has experienced one drama after another.
Fighting over who’s in charge
Please keep in mind that, as God’s
people, our minds should always be
focused on our Savior, not on church
corporations. When fighting starts
over who is in charge or who controls
the purse strings, a follower of God
does not want to be present.
I encourage you to look to Christ
and not to men. God has blessed us
with salvation through Jesus. He has
given us His written Word, His law of
love for God, His Sabbath, His annual high days, and love for one another.
Let’s think on these things and
steer clear of church politics. Let’s
stay away from church wars and instead love one another. When we
have God’s love, we quickly find that
confusion created by church leaders
can no longer hurt us.
A surfeit of babes
Paul wrote to the Corinthians in
response to at least 20 problems. He
could not speak to them in spiritual
terms because they were still carnal
and “babes in Christ” and could not
digest or tolerate spiritual “meat.”
Paul knew this because of the envy,
strife, quarreling and divisive factions
in the church (1 Corinthians 3:1-3).
This sounds like the Church of God
today. Therefore I am writing an article for THE JOURNAL and The Christian
Beacon on why the church has far too
many spiritual babes—in the “ministry” and the lay membership.
May God continue to bless you in
your walk with Christ. You will continue to be in our prayers.
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2013 was a successful year for the LCG

C

HARLOTTE, N.C.—The income for the Living Church of
God for 2013 was in excess of
$43 million, reports Dexter Wakefield,
a pastor and vice president of the
church’s finance and operations.
In a statement he released to THE
JOURNAL, Mr. Wakefield said U.S. income for 2013 was $18.4 million and
income from outside the United States
$25 million.
“These figures
are presently unaudited,” he said,
“and as in previous years Living
Church of God
expects to publish
complete financials in the Living
Church News later this year, inde- Dexter Wakefield
pendently audited by Cherry Bekaert
CPAs.”

Angel, Sundays, 10 p.m.
Some local stations are as follows:
KFOY, San Francisco, Calif.,
Sundays, 9 a.m.
WABM, Birmingham, Ala., Sundays, 7:30 a.m.
WATL, Atlanta, Ga., Sundays, 7
a.m.
TV since ’99
“The Tomorrow’s World telecast,
which began in 1999, now airs in
Russia and Ukraine—Russian voiceover—and throughout South and
Central America in Spanish in addition to 230 stations worldwide,” Mr.
Wakefield said. “Over 450 programs
have been produced.
“The program is also being aired in
India, and we have congregants there.
“In 2013 the Living Church of God
had its first baptism in China as a
result of our broadcast in Hong
Kong.”
Also in 2013 the LCG added a
French-language Tomorrow’s World
magazine, and a French-language
Living Church News is scheduled for
2013.
“And, because of the steady growth
in the Work, the headquarters staff is
about to outgrow its 40,000-square-

Dutch, Chinese and Russian.
“Since 1999, over seven million
booklets, Bible lessons and recordings
have been sent free to those who
request them, in addition to 19 million
magazines,” Mr. Wakefield said.
Literature, the TV program, sermons and ministerial-visit information
are accessible at tomorrowsworld.org
and lcg.org.
Five presenters
The TV program’s main presenters
are Dr. Meredith, Richard Ames,
Gerald Weston (for Canada and Hong
Kong), Wallace Smith and Rod King.
The bimonthly Tomorrow’s World
magazine, circulation about 430,000,
is sent free on request.
Besides the traditional media efforts, the church has a growing Internet presence including Facebook,
Twitter and YouTube.

Dozens of cities
9.5 percent
The church gives its “Tomorrow’s
World Presentations” in dozens of
The following information is from
cities around the world each year.
a report Mr. Wakefield sent THE JOURThe church’s disaster-relief fund
NAL titled “The Living Church of God
has provided aid to LCG members in
Reports a Record Year.”
Argentina, Australia, Chile, Haiti,
“God is continuing to bless His
Jamaica, Kenya, Mexico, Burma,
work at the Living Church of God!” it
Peru and the Philipbegan. “Although inpines.
come had been flat
In addition, local
for the first half of
2013, income in- Dr. Meredith continues to be ‘very active’ LCG congregations
engage in communicreased significantly
in his LCG management duties. He
ty-assistance projects.
by year end, resultwrites, preaches and travels.
ing in an increase of
Living University
9.5 percent for the
Living University
calendar year.
“In addition, the church’s account- foot building in Charlotte. Preliminary (LU) was founded in 2007.
“The precept that the Word of God
ants may require that certain income plans are being made for adding office
be booked as an accrual for 2013 that space to accommodate the growth in is the foundation of knowledge forms
the basis of our approach to learning,
is not expected to be deposited until the Work.”
research, public service and student
later in 2014. That would increase the
growth and development,” Mr. Wakereported 2013 income significantly to Dr. Meredith ‘very active’
around 14 percent.”
Roderick C. Meredith, 83, contin- field said.
Classes are principally online, but
As a result of the favorable income ues to be “very active” in his managefigures, the Living Church of God has ment duties at church headquarters, the university also accepts a limited
employed more ministers and added Mr. Wakefield said. He writes and number of students in its on-site proseveral television networks for the preaches and recently traveled to gram in Charlotte.
LU offers bachelor’s and associTomorrow’s World telecast.
Texas for a “very effective Tomorate’s degrees in theology in addition to
row’s World Presentation.”
TV lineup
The Living Church of God pro- nine diploma and certificate programs.
The TV lineup includes the WGN duces its television program and mag- See livinguniv.com.
“The staff at the church’s Charlotte,
Faith and Gospel networks and the azine and more than two dozen bookN.C., headquarters is most grateful to
following networks and times:
lets and a Bible-study course.
ION, Wednesdays, 7:30 a.m.
Publications are regularly available God for all He does for His work
BET, Tuesdays, 7 a.m.
in Spanish, French, Afrikaans and through our faithful members and
CW Plus, Sundays, 2 a.m.
German, as well as efforts in Czech, coworkers,” Mr. Wakefield said.
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Notes and quotes
Is the pope Pentecostal?
TULSA, Okla.—Kenneth
Copland Ministries of Fort Worth,
Texas, in January received a
personal message from Pope
Francis that Church of God
members
should be
aware of.
So says
Steve Tremble,
a JOURNAL
reader in
Oklahoma who
said the videobased communication
between the
Kenneth Copeland two churchmen was “historic” in the context of Bibleprophecy fulfillment.
“I personally talked to an
attendee of the conference to
confirm that happened,” Mr.
Tremble told THE JOURNAL, “and
he said this is truly a historic
conference.”
Mr. Copeland, 77, is said
to be part of the Word of Faith
and Pentecostal movements,
preaching a “prosperity and
abundance” gospel message.
The links Mr. Tremble referred
to are accessible at
tinyurl.com/copeland6667 and
tinyurl.com/copeland6668.
Mr. Tremble urged caution
when viewing the linked video
because of what he described
as the intense nature of the
pope’s demeanor.
“I believe it is important to be
aware of this event and check
out these links for yourself,” he
said. “Shalom.”
With one accord
ALLEN, Texas—The February
2014 issue of One Accord, the
magazine of the Church of God
a Worldwide Association
(CGWA), reports that church
president Jim Franks visited
India recently.
The purpose of Mr. Franks’
trip was, in part, to lay plans to
“connect all the members in India
to a church service over the
Internet at least once a month.”
The 16-page magazine is
available as a PDF at the
church’s Web site. See members.cogwa.org. The recent issue
includes articles about the
CGWA’s winter family weekend,
a youth summer camp in Chile,
how to explain biblical beliefs to
an unbelieving spouse, poetry in
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the Bible and news of CGWA
congregations.
The CGWA (known informally
as Cogwa) began in late 2010.
One Accord’s staff includes
managing editor Elizabeth Cannon Glasgow, copy editor Becky
Bennett and doctrinal reviewers
Neil Hart, Jack Hendren, Steve
Moody and Frank Pierce.
See a photo of CGWA president Jim Franks on page 1 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.
Why observe Easter?
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—The
Church of God New Mexico has
posted a sermon titled “Why Do
You Observe
Easter?” on its
Web site,
announced Ed
Costanza.
“We also
posted Constantine’s letter
to his subjects
that he was
king over. It
commanded
Ed Costanza
them to start
keeping
Easter instead of the Passover,”
Mr. Costanza said.
“This was the beginning of the
observing of Easter in the modern-day Christian churches.”
For more information visit
cognm.org or write Mr. Costanza
at ed@cognm.org.
Elders affiliate with LCG
CHARLOTTE, N.C.—A
spokesman for the Living Church
of God confirms that Stephen
Elliott, Bob Rodzaj and Peter
Nathan, along with their wives,
have decided to affiliate with
the LCG.
Their decision comes after a
split in the Church of God an
International Community that
was reported in these pages in
issue No. 157, dated Dec. 31,
2013.
Dexter Wakefield, vice president for the church’s finance and
operations, confirmed that information about the church-membership moves attributed to
Brian Orchard, formerly of the
CGIC, is correct as far as the
LCG is concerned.
Mr. Orchard is one of nine elders who left David Hulme’s CGIC
in December 2013. See “Nine
Ministers Leaving CGIC Hold
Organizational Conference,” THE
JOURNAL, issue No. 157.
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