
By Dixon Cartwright

The managing editor of publica-
tions for the United Church of
God says he forever changed

his mind about the nature of Islam be-
cause of the events of Sept. 11, 2001.

Forty-eight-year-old Scott Ashley
of Arvada, Colo., a writer, an elder
of the UCG and hands-on editor of
The Good News magazine, said his
post–9-11 research of Islam has
altered his view about the religion of
Muhammad and his followers, the
1.2 billion Muslims of the world.

Now he sees statements in the
Koran, Islam’s holy book, as inher-
ently advocating violence. Because
of that, he says, many of Islam’s

adherents are much more likely to
main, torture and kill to spread their
beliefs than are Christians, Jews or
even atheists.

“The facts speak for themselves,”
Mr. Ashley told THE JOURNAL. “If
you look at virtually any war taking
place right now, you’ll find that
Islam is a major factor.

“Yes, the Koran teaches that it’s
best to spread Islam peacefully, but
it also advocates the use of force and
violence when necessary.”

A big part of the problem with
Islam is Allah himself, Mr. Ashley
says. He noted that many people
believe that because the big three
religions—Christianity, Judaism and

Islam—are monotheistic, their be-
lievers all worship the same god.

“But when you look at the roots
of Islam you find that Allah is actu-
ally an ancient pagan moon god,”
said Mr. Ashley.

“Thus you find major differences
between Allah and the true God of
the Bible.

“I used to believe Islam was a
peaceful religion, based on what I
had heard, and I also assumed that
Allah was just another name for the
God of the Bible. But I was wrong.”

For more from Mr. Ashley about
Islam, see “In View of Sept. 11, Was
Islam Ever a Religion of Peace?,” be-
ginning on page 6.
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A Congregation of God’s
pastor buys and leases land

By John Warren

Darryl Henson of Kanab, Utah,
pastor of A Congregation of
God: A Free Church, has bought

land in nearby Mohave County, Ariz.,
and offered to lease it to his parish-
ioners. Mr. Henson divided the 110-
acre (45-hectare, or 450,000-square-
meter) tract into 96 lots and has

offered to long-term-lease some of
them to members of the group.

(As reported in THE JOURNAL of
Dec. 31, 2002, relatives of some mem-
bers of A Congregation of God said
they were upset with Mr. Henson when
many of them made the move from
other areas of the country to Utah as a
preparation for Jesus’ second coming.)

A letter Mr. Henson wrote to sup-
porters dated Jan. 10, 2003, described
the progress in the construction of a
church building on the property. He
reported that he expected to develop
38 of the 96 lots, and already “34 have
been spoken for.”

Included with Mr. Henson’s letter
was a plat and a tentative lease agree-
ment. The plat shows a church hall on
one lot, with a ball field on one side of
the meeting hall and a “shop” on the
other side. The lots are approximately
one acre (40,000 square meters) each.

To lease a lot with a residence on it
costs each church family $4,500 up

front, plus monthly payments of $75.
The leases are for 49 years each be-
cause, Mr. Henson said, “that equated
to the Old Testament instruction con-
cerning jubilee.”

A lot without a dwelling com-
mands a lower up-front cost: $2,500.

“For those who are able, we appre-
ciate the up-front money,” said Mr.
Henson, because “it is being utilized
to develop the land as it arrives. For
those unable to pay up front, a pay-
ment schedule fitting your budget can
be arranged.”

Mr. Henson said the brethren “cast
lots” to decide who receives which
land parcels. Lot allocation is “by a
lottery system.”

Mr. Henson, referring to his wife,
said that “Marla and I purchased the
land in our names, hence we are includ-
ed in the beginning of the lease as
owners.

“We plan to transfer official title to A
Congregation of God: A Free Church
once the allocation of lots is done and
we are established on the land.”

The property is about 35 miles south
and west of Kanab, Mr. Henson told
THE JOURNAL, just across the border in
Arizona. The church building is
“between 50 and 60 percent complete.”

“Optimistically,” he said, “we are
hoping to have our first service there
on Pentecost [in June], but it may be
July or August.”

Materials for the metal buildings
for the 50-by-110-foot meeting hall
and a “mechanical and wood-working
shop” of about the same size arrive at
the site and are assembled by volun-
teer church members.”

Write A Congregation of God at P.O.
Box 406, Kanab, Utah 84741, U.S.A.

By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—The
Church of God Big Sandy
played host to neighboring

Sabbath-keeping congregations at a
church service and dinner-dance on
April 19.

Church leaders of several congre-
gations had canceled their regular
church service on that day (the
Sabbath during the Days of Unleav-
ened Bread observance) and encour-
aged their members to attend with
the Church of God Big Sandy.

“We are pleased that the various
groups accepted our invitation,” said
Dave Havir, pastor of the host
group.

Mr. Havir was quick to give cred-
it for the idea to the other congrega-
tions.

“I have to admit that I had this
idea after reading in [the Feb. 28
issue of] THE JOURNAL about the
combined service of the Tyler
Church of God and the Tyler con-
gregation of the Church of God
International that occurred on Feb.
15,” he said. “They set a good exam-
ple of getting together for church,
and we wanted to build on their idea
by adding a dinner-dance.”

The congregations that canceled
their church services were the Tyler,

Texas, and Shreveport, La., congre-
gations of the Church of God
International (CGI), copastored by
Charles Groce and Vance Stinson;
the Tyler Church of God, pastored
by John Reedy; a home-fellowship
group near Texarkana pastored by
Jim Rector of Cornerstone Publica-
tions; and the Tulsa (Okla.) Church
of God Fellowship, pastored by Ray
Kurr of Mounds, Okla.

Although Mr. Groce (CEO of the
Church of God International) did not
attend because he was a guest speak-
er in Arkansas that day, Mr. Stinson
attended and commented about the
unity at the meeting.

“Organizational distinctions tend
to fade from view when brethren get
together in an atmosphere of peace
and joy,” said Mr. Stinson, “and
that’s just what we experienced on
the Sabbath of April 19.”

Mr. Reedy echoed those remarks.
“We thank the Church of God Big

Sandy for inviting us to worship
God,” he said. “It was a special
opportunity for so many of us to
gather together in His name. We
appreciate the opportunity to build
bridges of cooperation.”

Ronald Dart, founder of Christian
Educational Ministries (CEM) and a

Congregations combine for
church and dinner-dance

Church of God editor and writer changed his
mind about Islam after the terror of Sept. 11

THE BLACKWELLS—Longtime Worldwide Church of God member and
evangelist Dean Blackwell of Longview, Texas, died April 14 after suffering
several strokes. Mr. Blackwell is shown here with his wife, Maxine, in Big
Sandy, Texas, in February 2002. Mrs. Blackwell died in December 2002.
See also “Notes and Quotes,” page 24. [JOURNAL photo]

For the seventh year in a row,
THE JOURNAL plans to pub-
lish, in the months leading

up to the Feast, a listing of sites
and dates of Feast of Tabernacles
observances.

Members of Church of God and
other Sabbatarian-Christian fel-
lowships will meet at several hun-
dred Feast of Tabernacles sites this
fall in the northern hemisphere
(and in the spring in the southern).

Now is the time to send in your
Feast information.

When submitting information,
writers should state the dates (on
the Gregorian calendar) on which
their observance will fall in 2003.
Otherwise THE JOURNAL will as-
sume the observances will begin
the evening of Friday, Oct. 10, and
run through Saturday, Oct. 18.

To make sure your Feast site is
listed, write THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
U.S.A., or info@thejournal.org.

Announce
your site for
Feast 2003

By John Warren

The terminated pastor of a Worldwide Church of
God congregation has announced plans for a
Feast of Tabernacles site in Grand Junction,

Colo., similar to the old WCG site at the same location.
THE JOURNAL reported last September that the WCG

terminated Del Leger of Montrose, Colo., as pastor of
the Grand Junction congregation on the Last Great Day
of the Feast of Tabernacles for delivering a sermon
message that WCG leaders allegedly took issue with.

Mr. Leger’s termination as a WCG elder, carried out
by WCG regional director Gerald Schnarrenberger of
Grand Junction and WCG headquarters official Greg
Albrecht of Pasadena, Calif., left in doubt the future of
a traditional Feast of Tabernacles observance at the
site.

But for 2003 some Church of God members have
authorized Mr. Leger to announce that, “if God wills,
we will be hosting a Feast in Grand Junction.”

A little history
Mr. Leger said Feast of Tabernacles observances

sponsored by the WCG in recent years have to him
been a “big disappointment.”

At a site in Vail, Colo., in 1999, for example, “they
had brought in a lot of paid performers and speakers,

Grand Junction to go on
as Tabernacles site

See BREAKAWAY, page 5

WATFORD, England—The national council of
the United Church of God British Isles an-
nounced April 5 that the corporation called

World Tomorrow Media Ltd., formed Jan. 5, 2000, has
reverted to UCG control after a dispute over its owner-
ship with former UCG elder John Jewell of Eccleston,
England.

The church, when Mr. Jewell was chief executive
officer of the UCG British Isles, had incorporated what
Peter Hawkins of Watford, the current CEO, calls the
“dormant company” for producing and promoting a
radio program for the church called The World Tomor-
row beamed from Manx Radio on the Isle of Man.

After Mr. Jewell’s recent separation from the UCG
British Isles (see “UCG British Isles Settles Down After
Recent Events,” THE JOURNAL, Jan. 31), he argued that the
corporation, having formed through his auspices, left the
control of the UCG British Isles when he did.

Mr. Hawkins announced to UCG members that a new
series of broadcasts “will be recorded once we have had
a number of pieces of equipment returned [from Mr.
Jewell] that were bought by UCG-BI for production of
The World Tomorrow.”

The new presenter has not been announced. The pre-
vious presenter, David McDermott of Southport, En-
gland, is no longer a member of the UCG British Isles.

For news of a new broadcast by Mr. Jewell and Mr.
McDermott, see “Notes and Quotes,” page 24.

UCG-BI claims ownership
of The World Tomorrow

See TEXAS CONGREGATIONS, page 5

BUILDING PROGRAM—Members of
A Congregation of God stand by their
new church building in Mohave County,
Ariz. [Photo by Nelson Nichols]


