
F east of Tabernacles reports sent
in by readers of THE JOURNAL
begin below for Feast 2017.

Many, but not all, 2017 observances
started on the evening of Oct. 4 and
ran through Oct. 12.

You’re invited to send your Feast
report for THE JOURNAL to info@
thejournal.org or P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

The following reports are in alpha-
betical order.

15 FESTIVAL SITES

ARROYO GRANDE, Calif.—The
Continuing Church of God ob-

serves God’s holy days, sometimes
called festival or feast days, through-
out the world.

In 2017 Feast of Tabernacles ser-
vices began the evening of Oct. 4 and
continued until the Last Great Day,
which was Oct. 12.

The Continuing Church of God
had 15 festival sites located in coun-
tries all over the world.

For information related to 2018,
check out Feast of Tabernacles sites
for 2018 at ccog.org. Bob Thiel.

TEXAS AND MISSOURI FEASTS

BIG SANDY, Texas—While visit-
ing his grandparents, Dixon and

Linda Cartwright, in Big Sandy after
the Feast, 8-year-old Cater Cart-
wright of Nacogdoches, Texas, grant-
ed an interview with his grandpar-
ents, publishers of THE JOURNAL,
about his 2017 festival experience.
The following is a transcript of THE
JOURNAL’s interview with Cater.

THE JOURNAL: Where did you at-

tend the Feast, Cater?
Cater: Branson [Mo.]
THE JOURNAL: But Ammi [Cater’s

name for his grandmother] said you
also attended here in Big Sandy part
of the time. Is that right?

Cater: Yeah. We actually went to
your house and I can’t remember what
we did there, if we slept there or—

THE JOURNAL: How many people
were at your Feast site in Branson?
Just guess.

Cater: I would probably guess
wrong. I’m just guessing 200. Maybe
100 or 55. I don’t know.

THE JOURNAL: Where was the ser-
vice each day?

Cater: I’m pretty sure it was in a
small church.

THE JOURNAL: Who was the spon-
sor of your Feast site?

Cater: I don’t know. [It was joint-
ly sponsored by the Providence of
God Outreach Network and Churches
of God Bible School Ministries.]

THE JOURNAL: Did you like it? Did
you have a good time?

Cater: Yeah. We went to Silver
Dollar City. We went to a fair. I think
we did that.

THE JOURNAL: Did you stay in a
condo?

Cater: Yeah. We stayed in a condo
surrounded by a lot of rocks.

THE JOURNAL: Who was with you?
Cater: A couple of people. Some-

body that I forgot her name and [cou-
sins] Ray and Will and Aunt Lindsey
and Uncle Raymond. [Great-]grand-
pa and [great-]grandma [Harold and
Martha Clement] stayed in a different

By Dixon Cartwright

WHITEHOUSE, Texas—Lar-
ry S. Watkins of Big Sandy,
Texas, is the new vice pres-

ident and general manager of Christian
Educational Ministries (CEM), based in
Whitehouse.

CEM’s board of trustees an-
nounced the appointment as effective
Oct. 16, 2017.

A press release provided to THE
JOURNAL by CEM noted that Mr. Wat-
kins had retired from the employ of
CEM in 2011 and will now be respon-
sible for “ongoing operations of the
ministry” and “will assume duties he
previously held prior to his retirement.”

CEM’s founding
Ronald Dart and his wife, Allie

Dart, founded CEM on Nov. 9, 1995,
to, in their words, “fulfill the great
commission of Matthew 28:18-20”
and to provide training for “personal
evangelism” along with Christian lit-
erature including periodicals and
audio-visual materials as Christian

outreach to people of all faiths.
The Darts’ aim was also to “assist

churches and individual Christians in
finding affiliations with other like-
minded persons and con-
gregations.”

CEM, known in some
other countries as Chris-
tian Educational Servic-
es, is the sponsor of the
syndicated Born to Win
radio program, featur-
ing the voice of Mr.
Dart, who died in Jan-
uary 2016.

Born to Win broad-
casts on dozens of sta-
tions in the United States
and elsewhere.

Linda Benton of CEM’s
home office, the min-
istry’s editorial staffer, informed THE
JOURNAL that the ministry plans to con-
tinue all of its current services as a
Christian outreach and expand its
presence on social media and its col-
laboration with other ministries in-

cluding churches.
Mrs. Dart died Aug. 9, 2017.

To Pasadena and beyond
The Darts, who married in

1953, moved from Texas to
Pasadena, Calif., in 1958, and
Mr. Dart enrolled at Ambas-
sador College.

After AC Mr. Dart served
the WCG in several responsi-
bilities, including as a teach-
er and dean of students at the
campus in Bricket Wood,
England, as director of what
was known in those days as
the “foreign work” of the
church; as deputy chancellor
of the AC campus in Big
Sandy; and as director of the
ministry of the WCG.

The Darts moved to the Church of
God International, founded by Garner
Ted Armstrong in 1978, and worked
as an employee of the CGI.

In 1995 they left the CGI and
founded CEM.
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1 Don Hooser wonders when a member
of a church should consider leaving it

1 The CEM’s board names a successor
to the late Ron and and Allie Dart

1 Please see an announcement
about THE JOURNAL on this page

1 Reader reports on the 2017 Feast
of Tabernacles begin in this issue
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CEM board names successor to Ron and Allie
Dart as vice president and general manager

Is there ever an appropriate
reason to leave the church?

Readers report on the Feast

SPECIAL DUET—As shown above, Brandi Cartwright and her son, Cater
Cartwright, both of Nacogdoches, Texas, perform a vocal duet with autoharp
accompaniment at a Feast of Tabernacles site in Branson, Mo., in October
2017. Mrs. Cartwright and Cater had performed the same music a few days
earlier at a Feast site in Big Sandy, Texas. See Cater Cartwright’s Feast report
on both observances beginning on this page of THE JOURNAL, along with
reports from five other Feastgoers in the same series. [Photo by Brittney Kurr]

THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites
readers to send in reports of

their 2017 Feast of Tabernacles ob-
servances.

Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellow-
ships met this year at several hun-
dred Feast sites, with most obser-
vances beginning the evening of
Oct. 4.

You should have plenty of time
to get your report in for the next
issue of THE JOURNAL.

Mail your information to Fes-
tival Reports, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or
E-mail it to info@thejournal.org.
Or you may fax it toll-free to
1-888-488-6603.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.

Please mention the dates of your
observance and the name of the
church fellowship or affiliation, if
any, or other sponsor of the site.

The writer is a longtime elder in the
Worldwide Church of God and United
Church of God an International Asso-
ciation (UCG). He is an employee of
the UCG. He lives with his wife, Elsie,
in a suburb of Dallas.

This article is
a reprint, with
slight editing, of
the article that
ran in the first
issue of In Tran-
sition, dated May
5, 1995. It is in-
cluded in this
issue as part of a
recent series of
articles that help
document the his-
tory of the modern-day Churches of
God. Its original headline was “Should
You Ever ‘Leave the Church’?”

By Don Hooser

MCKINNEY, Texas—When is
it right to leave the church?
Can it ever be right? Would I

be falling away if I left the church?
These are monumental questions,

and ones that weigh heavily on the
minds of many church members.

Here is part of the answer: It is
never right to leave the Church—the
spiritual Body of Christ—the group of
believers in which the Holy Spirit
dwells. It is usually not right to leave a
church organization to which you
believe God called you.

Sometimes leaving a church organi-

zation is the right thing to do even
though the leaders may be urging you
to stay put.

For clarity in this article, the word
Church (with a capital C) will refer to
the spiritual Body of Christ, and
church (with a small c) will refer to a
church organization or congregation.

The Bible refers to the Church as
the Body of Christ (1 Corinthians
12:27; Ephesians 1:22-23).

Members and gifts
Like a human body, the Church has

many members with different “gifts”
(Romans 12; 1 Corinthians 12).

A member of the Church is one in
whom dwells the Holy Spirit (Romans
8:9). It is through the Holy Spirit that
“Christ lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).
Each member is a “temple of the Holy
Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:19).

A church (organization) may be
composed of some who are in the
Church (who have the Holy Spirit) and
some who are not in the Church (who
don’t have the Holy Spirit).

Here is how Joseph W. Tkach Sr. of
the Worldwide Church of God ex-
plained it in the April 26, 1994, Pastor
General’s Report:

“The Church of God, and there is
only one, is not a human organization.
It is a spiritual body, the body of Christ
. . . There is only one true Church, only
one Body of Christ, and it is unified by
the Holy Spirit, which dwells in every
true Christian. Let’s get this vital point:

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

See FEAST REPORTS, page 8

See MANY MEMBERS, page 4

In January, after a run of 21years,
The Journal will come to an end

The writer and his wife, Linda, are
publishers of THE JOURNAL.

By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—After 21
years of publishing THE JOUR-
NAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF

GOD, we plan to shut down this
newspaper after three more issues.
The last issue, No. 202, will be dated
Jan. 31, 2018, and be printed and
mailed out the first week in February.

Since this is a subscription-based
publication, many subscribers will

still have issues due them
past  our  shut-
down date. For
example, they
may have re-
cently renewed
for 12 or 24 issues
but they will re-
ceive only three
more. Therefore, we
at THE JOURNAL plan
to mail refunds to
subscribers who have
paid for more than the

length of their subscriptions.
Present plans are for our

website, thejournal.org, to
continue under the over-
sight of Alan Ruth.

Plans also are, over the
next several months, to
post an archive on the
site of all 202 issues as
PDFs, beginning with
issue No. 1, published
in February 1997.

See the photo at
left of that first issue.

W
hy would anyone miss a

golden opportunity to get

out of the Church of

God–newspaper business? Or a bet-

ter question: Barring insanity, why

would anyone stay to battle the chal-

lenge of finding and printing the

truth of this matter or that?

At the risk of seriously understat-

ing the situation, there isn’t all that

long a tradition in the Churches of

God of reporters being able to write

actual news.

Acknowledged, there will always

be a need for in-house magazines

and newsletters and certainly an

excellent reason for controlled publi-

cations whose purpose is to preach

the gospel.

But, if there cannot be church-

member reporters asking real ques-

tions of other church members and

writing real articles, we’re in real

trouble.
Melvin Rhodes, in a related arti-

cle on page 3, wonders what the last

25 years would have been like if The

Worldwide News, with its first iss
ue

in 1973, had been free to report actu-

al news events.

Actually, for its first five The

Worldwide News was the closest

thing to a free press  the WCG had.

Hampered by organizational expec-

tations, it w
asn’t really a free press,

but it did have a staff that grew

skilled at slipping bits of information

to its readers.

Now it’s all out of the closet.

Though scattered across hundreds of

organizations and groups, we can be

unified in the sense that we are free

to read a paper like THE JOURNAL.

Whether we agree with all its c
on-

tent or not, at least we are free to fel-

lowship with each other through its

pages. 
If we are more free to fellowship

with our brethren, surely we are

more unified in an important sense.

We’re still here. You’re reading

this. We’re making progress.

We’re also exceedingly thankful

for our charter subscribers. 
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Outlook on postponements

affects festival observances

EIGHT DAYS TOGETHER—This is the tabernacle building on grounds

owned by the Radio Church of God during Unleavened Bread in 1956.

This picture was taken by Ellis or Pat Stewart immediately after the

Stewarts’ baptism during their first visit to the church property near Big

Sandy, Texas. Fifteen hundred brethren attended that week-long spring

festival, following the custom in those years of traveling to and assembling

at spring-feast sites. The tabernacle, later called the Redwood Building, is

now the Roy Hammer Library on the Ambassador University campus.

UCG prepares for Louisville conference of elders

By Dixon Cartwright

D
ALLAS, Texas — If you

haven’t yet heard about the

calendar postponements, just

wait a while. Questions about the

Hebrew calendar and the touchy sub-

ject of its postponements are a hot

topic in many of the Churches of

God. To some people postponements

are no big deal; to others they’re the

mark of the beast.

What are they? Do the brethren

need to be concerned about them? Do

they make any difference one way or

the other?

A conference at the Hilltop Inn

here Jan. 3-5 convened to take up

those questions in earnest. Billed as a

Friends of the Sabbath get-together,

the meetings were sponsored by a

group called the Scattered Brethren.

The Scattered Brethren is a min-

istry founded by Lawrence Maayeh

of Plano, Texas. Mr. Maayeh invited

anyone interested in the Hebrew cal-

endar and the postponements—

whether for or against them—to

attend and present pros or cons on the

subject.
What subject? We still haven’t

answered the big question: What are

postponements?

Postponements are, well, delays

Postponements are regulations

built into the Jewish calendar that can

delay for up to two days the begin-

ning of the year. The rules—four of

them—were placed there under the

direction of a rabbi named Hillel II in

A.D. 358 when the Sanhedrin was

disbanded. The postponements were

part of the calculations established at

that time for Jews to determine the

times to observe the festivals.

Critics of postponements, such as

James Russell of the Church of God

in Truth and Mr. Maayeh of the

Scattered Brethren, say that no man

has the right to postpone the festivals.

They draw direct comparisons

between annual feasts and the weekly

Sabbath.

Mr. Russell goes so far as to equate

acceptance of the postponements

with bearing the mark of the beast

(see Mr. Russell’s article beginning

on page 11).

Other postponement critics don’t

go that far, but they do feel something

is terribly wrong. Why should people

be allowed to tamper with the holy

days? Isn’t that precisely the same

thing as postponing the Sabbath to

Sunday?

Can God be pleased with our keep-

ing the festivals on days at times that

were determined by mere men?

Advocates of the postponements,

on the other hand, note the difficulty

in finding unambiguous biblical

Welcome to The Journal
WCG sues to stop Mystery of the Ages

By Mac Overton

A
lthough no council members

are up for reelection at the

United Church of God’s gen-

eral conference of elders in Louis-

ville, Ky., March 8-10, UCG elders

will cast ballots to decide the perma-

nent location of the home office, a

strategic plan, an operations plan, a

proposed budget for 1997-98 and

several amendments to church

bylaws.
The votes will take place Sunday

afternoon, March 9.

Objectives in the strategic plan the

elders may approve include:

■ Proclaiming the gospel to the

world and preaching and teaching the

observance of all that Jesus com-

manded.

■ Strategies for building and

strengthening the church in love.

■ Developing an organizational

environment and systems to help the

church to carry out its mission

decently and in order.

An amendment proposed by Dave

Havir, pastor of the Big Sandy, Texas,

congregation, would amend Article

9.1 of the bylaws to require that offi-

cers of the corporation—president,

secretary and treasurer—not serve at

the same time on the council.

“If a Council member is nominat-

ed and accepts a position as an officer

of the corporation, the Council mem-

ber will immediately resign his posi-

tion on the Council,” the text of the

proposed amendment states. “No

officer may serve concurrently in

more than one office.”

Mr. Havir stated that the amend-

ment is needed to help achieve a bal-

ance of power between the council of

elders and officers of the church cor-

poration and to address a problem

with what he calls a “conflict of inter-

est” inherent in allowing the execu-

tive officer to serve  on the council.

His amendment is officially op-

posed by the council of elders, in a

“statement of opposition” that argues

that allowing the president also to

serve on the council “allows the

greatest amount of latitude in honor-

ing the mandate and wishes of the

General Conference in their selection

of those they wish to serve on the

Council, while also enabling the

Council to make its best possible

selection for president.

“With this in mind, the Council of

Elders feels that this amendment

would unduly restrict those choices.”

An amendment proposed by Darris

McNeely, pastor of UCG congrega-

tions in Indianapolis and Fort Wayne,

Ind., would make terms of council

members three years and would pro-

vide that no council member could

serve more than two consecutive

terms. Three years would have to

elapse before such a member would

be eligible for another term.

As things stand now, council mem-

bers serve two-, three- or four-year

terms, the lengths of service varied so

they will not all end at the same time.

“Term limits can spread the influ-

ence and power of the office over a

larger group and prevent the accumu-

lation of influence in any one group,”

Mr. McNeely said in the text of his

proposal. “Power, resting in the hands

of any person for a lengthy time, can

be a serious temptation.”

Ted Budge, the UCG’s controller

and tax manager, filed a statement of

opposition to the amendment, main-

taining that, since prayerful consider-

ation is made for God to be involved

in the selection of members to the

council, “God’s choice should not be

limited just because an individual has

served two consecutive terms to the

council,” and “the amendment limits

the General Conference’s choice on

who can best serve on the Council.”

The proposed budget resolution

would grant latitude to the council to

reallocate funds within an approved

budget, “in harmony with the current-

ly approved operating plan” without

general-conference approval under

certain conditions.

The general conference will also

consider a resolution called “Sharing

the Proclamation Responsibility,”

proposed by Indianapolis elder Guy

Swenson, which, if approved, would

direct that “it is a
 strategic issue that

we support and empower the work of

individual Christians and congrega-

tions in the proclamation of the

See Dallas Conference, page 5

See Elders Will Decide,  page 4

By Mac Overton

T
he Philadelphia Church of God,

which announced plans earlier

this year to republish Mystery of

the Ages, which some feel was the

magnum opus of the late Herbert Arm-

strong, is being sued by the Worldwide

Church of God, which holds the copy-

right on the book that was published

by Dodd, Mead & Co. in 1985.

Within a few years of Mr. Arm-

strong’s death in 1986, the WCG

withdrew the book from print and,

more recently, abandoned many doc-

trines taught by Mr. Armstrong.

In Mystery of the Ages Mr. Arm-

strong expounded his teachings on

seven “mysteries”: who and what is

God, angels and evil spirits, m
an, civ-

ilization, Israel, the church and the

Kingdom of God.

City News Service, based in Los

Angeles, stated in a release Feb. 10

that the Worldwide Church of God

filed a federal lawsuit against the

Philadelphia Church of God that

same day, claiming the PCG had dis-

tributed illegal reproductions of a

book called Mystery of the Ages.

“According to the lawsuit filed in

Los Angeles,” ran the article, “the

copyrighted book was written in 1985

by the pastor general of the World-

wide Church of God, Herbert

Armstrong.”

New phase at PCG

In his editorial in February’s edi-

tion of The Philadelphia Trumpet

magazine, PCG founder Gerald

Flurry of Edmond, Okla., announced

republication of the book and said it

represents a new phase in the PCG:

“The first seven years of our Work

was concentrated primarily on warn-

ing God’s own Laodicean churches.

There was a massive falling away,

and Christ directed us to knock on

their door with a strong warning mes-

sage. Malachi’s Message [a book by

Mr. Flurry] was the centerpiece of our

Work. That meant the emphasis was

on reaching God’s own people.

“Now that emphasis has shifted to

the whole world, and only secondari-

ly to God’s Laodiceans. We have

entered a new phase in God’s Work.

We are now printing and giving away

free Herbert W. Armstrong’s book

Mystery of the Ages.”

Mr. Flurry said Malachi’s Message

“was mainly revealed for Church

members and those familiar with what

Mr. Armstrong taught.

“So you can see how, suddenly, we

now have a message for billions of

people, not a message for a few hun-

dred thousand!”

Dennis Leap, senior editor of The

Philadelphia Trumpet, in an inter-

view with THE JOURNAL said the PCG

is responding to the suit.

“We feel Mr. Armstrong wanted this

book to go to the widest audience pos-

sible,” Mr. Leap said.

Scouring for copies

“We [the PCG] have had many

requests for the book over the past few

years and have been scouring used-

book stores to get copies to send to

people. We decided to republish it to

make it more available.

“We feel that it’s in the spirit of

what Mr. Armstrong wanted to make

See WCG Sues, page 4

Don Hooser

Larry Watkins
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Animals are slow on the uptake

Awhile back in an article Daniel
Botha said animals are not so
dumb as to have their babies

in the hot summer, fall or winter.
I personally think animals are

dumb. I have 10 goats, and I turned
the billy goat with three nannies in
August. Two of the nannies had ba-
bies Jan. 18, a cold day in the dead of
winter.

I think God gave man the good
sense to be a shepherd and take care
of the sheep. Sheep and goats are
high-maintenance animals. They
need a lot of attention.

Wild animals have babies at the
right time (mainly in the spring) not
because they are smart but because
God made them that way.

Gene Forester
Cherry Valley, Ark.

She won’t mind
I wish to thank Dixon and Linda

Cartwright for their long dedicated
service to In Transition and JOURNAL
readers and for their Ambassador
College service to Plain Truth and
Youth-magazine readers.

Some of Mr. Cartwright’s articles
are providing needed advice to Amer-
ican and British youth in teens and
20s at US-Britishfuture.com.

I’m sure Mrs. Cartwright will not
mind sharing my following com-
ments to her.

Hi, Linda. Grateful thanks to you
both for the long service to God’s
church. It has been your life and no
doubt will continue to be so in the
coming years, something none of us
can avoid for very long, it seems.

As I tell a friend, “our reward
comes later.” I’m sure you under-
stand.

Brian Harris
Oceanside, Calif.

Happy new year
The Feast of Ingathering, as gath-

ering in at a future resurrection?
Tishri 15-21 lies at the end of the

year: Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Deuter-
onomy 31:10—literally, as in Tishri
18 being the last day of the year and
Tishri 19 being the first day of the
next year.

The first day of the first year,
counting inclusively, was “Wednes-
day,” the fourth day, Genesis 1:14-19.
If none of the days of creating in
Genesis 1 later became a sabbath,
then creation week could be only
“Tishri 16-22,” and the fourth day
was Tishri 19.

The first weekly Sabbath—Gen-
esis 2:2-3—was “Tishri 22,” and that
is why the eighth day immediately
following the Feast is to be observed
an annual sabbath.

The years following creation end
Tishri 18, and the new year begins
Tishri 19. The moon did not have to
be an astronomical new moon (!) at
creation—that is, invisible from the
earth—but could be almost a full
moon—that is, almost entirely illu-
minated and visible from the earth.

The Feast begins during an astro-
nomical full moon. Tishri 18 in some
years including possibly this year
could be the last day of 6,000 years.

David Rydholm
Olympia, Wash.

Relief from disaster
San Augustine County is a mostly

rural county in Deep East Texas,
about 150 miles northeast of Hur-

ricane Harvey’s Houston-area devas-
tation and 100 miles north of the
flooded Beaumont area.

San Augustine is one of the poor-
est counties in Texas, but that did not
stop several members of its commu-
nity from lending a helping hand.

Residents of San Augustine dropped
off numerous disaster-relief items to
the home of this letter writer so he
could deliver them to those housing
the hurricane’s evacuees. My mother
and I also added some donated arti-
cles of our own.

These donated articles, including
toiletries, clothes, bottled water, soft
drinks, a walker and a mattress, were
delivered to donation centers in
Lufkin and Houston. Lufkin is a mid-
sized city in Deep East Texas housing
many of the Beaumont-area evacuees.

This writer also volunteered with a
disaster-relief organization called Ad-
ventist Community Services (ACS) to
help clear out debris and water-
soaked furniture and housewares
from homes in northern Houston and
has made tentative plans to assist with
the ACS phone bank.

According to Velma Thomas of
Houston’s Berean Seventh-day Ad-
ventist Church, the ACS as well as
the local church performs communi-

ty service regularly, including a
monthly food pantry.

Although donating clothing, food,
water, supplies and other useful arti-
cles is generous, there are advantages
to making cash donations.

Financial donations can be effi-
cient in that charities who receive
them can apply them where most
needed. Those working on site are
probably in a better position to know
the specific needs of those adversely
affected by the disaster.

Charitable organizations may also
have special vending accounts en-
abling them to purchase goods at a
discounted or bulk price.

Experts warn, however, that those
wishing to donate should do so only
to reputable relief organizations and
to those who apply their proceeds to
the needs of the people rather than
administrative expenses.

There are several Texas-based
organizations accepting donations.
Texas Diaper Bank is collecting dia-
pers and wipes for emergency kits
distributed to affected families. Both
cash and diapers are needed.

You may donate at texasdiaper-

bank.org, and designate
your donation to disaster
relief.

Edward Malone
San Augustine,

Texas

Atheist responds to
Lonnie Hendrix
Dear Lonnie: I concur

with your recent article in
your condemnation of mil-
itant atheists (THE JOUR-
NAL, No. 197, July 31,
2017, titled “Atheism At-
tractive to Some Former

Armstrongites,” by Lonnie Hendrix).
No one likes to have someone

else’s beliefs crammed down his
throat. But, if you look closely at
what is happening, you will see that
the militancy is a reaction to the dom-
inance of Christianity in our society.

You pointed out that “evangelical
atheism has been particularly attrac-
tive to some of the former followers
of Herbert Armstrong.”

This should come as no surprise
because Armstrongism was built on
the beliefs that you cited among mil-
itant atheists:

My way of interpreting the
available evidence is the only legiti-
mate way to do so.

I’m smarter, more rational and
more logical than those theists (de-
ceived Christians, in the case of
Armstrongism).

I’m right and they’re wrong.
It’s my duty to challenge and

denigrate theists (deceived Chris-
tians, in the case of Armstrongism).

It’s my mission to convert oth-
ers to The Truth.

After decades of exposure to
Armstrongism, some of it including
studies at one or more of the Arm-
strong seminaries (as I did from 1970
to 1974), it is natural that people

would feel compelled to share their
newfound beliefs.

I don’t consider myself a militant
atheist. But I participate in the online
Ambassador College alumni forum.

As can be expected from former
students of theology, that subject
comes up often in the discussions. By
now the beliefs about the Bible and
reincarnation and the afterlife have
diverged widely from what was
taught at Ambassador.

Klaus Obermeit
Sarasota, Fla.

Free Lazor update
Quick note: The attorney general

has claimed in her rebuttal to my peti-
tion that for me to get release relief of
my 35 years in prison, 25 years added
by fiat to a fully served sentence com-
pleted in 1991, must “shock the con-
science and offend fundamental no-
tions of human dignity,” a quote she
took from a legal-precedent case.

If it’s not too late, I’d like to ask
readers of THE JOURNAL whose con-
sciences are shocked by this (most
people are stunned!) to write that
simple fact to my attorney at:

Eric Weaver, Attorney; P.O. Box
6294; Albany, Calif. 94706.

For those who think they don’t
know enough about my case to know
if their conscience should be shocked,
please go to my website, free-
lazor.org, and find the “35/52” docu-
ment of how I was maltreated by the
planting, manufacturing, altering and
forging of every piece of evidence to
frame me.

Our deadline is close, so please
hurry. Thank you.

Free Lazor
Soledad, Calif.

The eighth day
God showed the meaning of the

eighth day back in Genesis 7. In verse
4 we learn there was no rain the first
seven days on the Ark. This repre-
sented 7,000 years. On the eighth day
God killed all except the ones He
saved on the Ark.

2 Peter 3 explains the seven-day
week to represent 7,000 years. In
verse 8 we are told not to forget this
simple fact. The world has forgotten

because it does not keep the Fourth
Commandment seventh-day Sabbath
of Exodus 20.

Arlo Gieselman
Blue Springs, Mo.

Wedding and supper
Where are the wedding and the

marriage supper?
“And I saw . . . a sea of glass min-

gled with fire; and them that had got-
ten the victory over the east, and over
his image, and over his mark, stand
on the sea of glass, having the harps
of God . . . without fault before the
throne of God . . . for the marriage of
the Lamb is come, and His wife has
made herself ready . . . She should be
arrayed in fine linen . . . the righ-
teousness of the saints.”

John saw the converted firstfruits
standing in heaven before the Fa-
ther’s throne, for that is where the sea
of glass is! The wedding and mar-
riage supper will be in heaven with
our great Father God.

Heaven is not our future home, but
that must be where the bride’s wed-
ding to the Christ takes place.

Let us surely qualify for this.
Don Edward Davis, LCG

Myrtle Creek, Ore.

What is your mission in life?
“For we are his workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God hath before or-
dained that we should walk in
them” (Ephesians 2:10).

This means to feed the poor, and to
heal and to comfort the sick and
wounded, both physically and spiri-
tually. Know any church groups that
do this? Merle Smith

Cochranton, Pa.

Cycles of the sun
21 October 2017 is exactly three

28-year Sun Cycles after the Radio
Church of God incorporated.

Might this have any significance?
This Sabbath, 21 October 2017, is

exactly three 28-year Sun Cycles af-
ter the Radio Church of God was in-
corporated on 21 October 1933.

A Sun Cycle is 10,227 days.
30,681 days = 3 × 10227 days or

28 × 365.25 days = 3 × 28 years.
In one sense, a Sun Cycle could be

called one day.
In the Bible a number of notable

events took place on the Third Day,
such as the resuscitation of Jonah and
the resurrection of Jesus at the precise
end of three days and three nights.

Might there be some significance
to the end of these “three days” on or
sometime after the 21 October 2017
Sabbath?

Geoffrey R. Neilson
Cape Town, South Africa
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The following article is reprinted
from issue No. 18 of THE JOURNAL,
dated May 31, 2000.

By Darlene Warren

BIG SANDY, Texas—Sometime
back in the late ’50s or early
’60s Spokesman Club was

formed, sponsored by the Worldwide
Church of God.

It was patterned after Toastmaster’s
International, an organization de-
signed for men and women who share
the goal of excelling in public speak-
ing and leadership. As stated in its
manual, Spokesman Club had three
purposes: to develop the whole per-
sonality, to provide opportunities for
true Christian fellowship and to show
God’s government in action.

I can’t recall ever hearing that being
a member of a Spokesman Club was
something you did just for fun. To
give up one night a week for an entire
year was a great sacrifice for the men
who diligently attended.

This story is true
I recall an incident that happened in

a local club meeting. The director of
the club was evaluating a speaker for
not using enough gestures. He ranted
and raved about what a poor job the
man had done. Couldn’t he follow the
directions in the manual concerning
the use of gestures?

Well, actually he couldn’t. The man
had no arms. He had lost both of them
in an oil-rig accident. From his shoul-
ders hung metal contraptions that
worked as his arms with pincerlike
hooks at the end that served as fingers.
I remember he rattled when he walked.

Do you think he may have been just
a little self-conscious? Do you think he
enjoyed drawing attention to himself?

I know one of the purposes of club
was to help you develop “the whole per-
sonality.” But I believe people’s life ex-
periences form their personalities to a
large degree. That director should have
known that it must have taken a great
deal of courage on the man’s part even
to stand up and address an audience.

The man never came back. I guess
he didn’t want to be a part of God’s
government in action.

Someone to listen
Then you have those individuals

you couldn’t beat off with a stick. My
husband joined Spokesman Club
when he was 17 years old.
He wasn’t quite old
enough, but the min-
ister made an excep-
tion for men who
had applied for col-
lege. Coming from a
family of 10, he found
it quite refreshing to
have someone actually
listen to him for a full six
minutes without interruption.

One of his first speeches
was “How to Throw a Suc-
cessful Cocktail Party.” He
wasn’t old enough to drink. He had
never been to a cocktail party, never
known of anyone who had and cer-
tainly had never thrown one himself.
He said he was hoping to stir up some
interest in the subject and maybe
receive an invitation or two.

I’m sure he was trying to instruct
people in “true Christian fellowship.”

Ladies’ nights were an important
event on a congregation’s social cal-
endar: a special evening when wives
and dates were allowed to see exactly
how the club was organized and how
it worked during an evening of dress-
ing up and enjoying a nice meal.

Besides speeches, there was a short
session where topics, especially tai-
lored for the evening, were opened up
for discussion. It was a segment of
time when you learned about the evils
of television, how women should ex-
ercise femininity or, even more im-
portant, how you would cope if
stranded on a desert island with noth-
ing to eat but unclean creatures.

No nonsense brooked
I find it interesting that the club

meetings were conducted in such a
no-nonsense manner. There was an of-

ficial timer at every meeting. If a
speaker went over his allotted time,
lights began to flash, a buzzer sound-
ed, and he must at that time sit down,
whether he was finished with his
speech or not. Not finishing on time
showed a lack of organizational skills
and must be pointed out as such.

Friendship and more
Why has this procedure

never been instituted
for church servic-

es? I know some-
one has got to
have one of those

little buzzers ly-
ing around some-

where.
Spokesman Club

wasn’t just about giv-
ing speeches. The clubs

performed many worth-
while service projects.

There were many occasions
where widows’ houses were reroofed
or repainted; needy young people
were sponsored to attend summer
camp; and members took turns volun-
teering to stay overnight with termi-
nally ill men in order to give their
wives a desperately needed decent
night’s sleep—all compliments of the
local Spokesman Club.

Not everyone found his niche at club.
Not everyone graduated a powerful,
dynamic speaker. Not everyone enjoyed
God’s government in action. But many
friendships were formed and much
camaraderie enjoyed through the years.

Speaking is only one form of com-
munication. There are other ways and
other means, but Spokesman Club
filled the spot for many.

I was just recently leafing through
the old Spokesman Club manual. I
must confess I was somewhat sur-
prised at what I found in there. I can’t
say I agree with all of its stated pur-
poses and goals, but the men who
were a part of those clubs gave of
themselves in ways most of the con-
gregation were never aware. That’s
what true leadership is all about.

Columns and commentary

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—It is inter-
esting to watch people discover
a perceived “problem” in their

Bible study that really doesn’t exist
for many other people.

Sometimes the problem can be
amusing, but at other times it can be
annoying. I suppose much of our reac-
tion (amused or annoyed) depends
upon the dogmatism and tone exhibit-
ed by the person exposing the per-
ceived problem.

At various times through the years I
have witnessed people argue about the
question: According to the Bible, who
is the Savior?

Out of balance
History reveals that people often

fall into a ditch when they veer away
from the safety of the obvious path.

Haven’t you seen religious peo-
ple who correctly see the importance
of the Father but overlook the role of
the Son?

Some sincere people have used
hymnals in their worship service that
featured many wonderful parts of the
Bible (including the beautiful psalms)
but ignored songs about Jesus Christ.

Haven’t you seen religious peo-
ple who correctly see the importance
of the Son but overlook the role of the
Father?

Some sincere people will say the
name of Jesus repetitively in their

worship service but overlook the role
of the Father.

While I realize that the question
mentioned in this article does not pose a
problem to many of you, allow me to
point out the scriptures some people
quote to present their apparent dilemma.

Father is Savior
Here are some of the scriptures that

say that God is the Savior.
1 Timothy 2:3—“For

this is good and ac-
ceptable in the
sight of God our
Savior.”

1 Timothy 4:10—
“For to this end we
both labor and suffer re-
proach, because we trust in
the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of
those who believe.”

Jude 25—“To God our Savior, who
alone is wise, be glory and majesty,
dominion and power, both now and
forever. Amen.”

Son is Savior
Here are some of the scriptures that

say that the Son is the Savior.
John 4:42—“Then they said to the

woman, ‘Now we believe, not be-
cause of what you said, for we our-
selves have heard Him and we know
that this is indeed the Christ, the
Savior of the world.’ ”

Philippians 3:20—“For our citizen-
ship is in heaven, from which we also
eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ.”

Titus 1:4—“To Titus, a true son in
our common faith: Grace, mercy, and
peace from God the Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.”

2 Peter 1:11—“For so an entrance
will be supplied to you abundantly
into the everlasting kingdom of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”

2 Peter 2:20—“For if, after they
have escaped the pollutions of the

world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Savior Jesus

Christ, they are again entan-
gled in them and over-
come, the latter end is

worse for them than the
beginning.”

2 Peter 3:18—
“Grow in the grace
and knowledge of
our Lord and Sav-
ior Jesus Christ.

To Him be the
glory both now and

forever. Amen.”

Honor the Son
Here are some scriptures that show

the importance of honoring the Son.
John 5:23—“All should honor the

Son just as they honor the Father. He
who does not honor the Son does not
honor the Father who sent Him.”

1 John 2:22-23—“Who is a liar but
he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
He is antichrist who denies the Father
and the Son. Whoever denies the Son
does not have the Father either; he
who acknowledges the Son has the
Father also.”

The writer, a longtime Church of
God member, posts regularly at
morningcompanion.blogspot.com.
Write Mr. Cacchio at l_cacchio@
yahoo.com or 705 NE Bryant Dr.,
Lee's Summit, Mo. 64086, U.S.A.
See also kccog.org.

By Lenny Cacchio

LEE’S SUMMIT, Mo.—The
book of John in the Gospels
mentioned a quote from Jesus

Christ talk-
ing about “riv-
ers of living
water.”

“On the
last day, that
great day of
the feast, Je-
sus stood and
cried out, say-
ing, ‘If any-
one thirsts,
let him come
to Me and drink. He who believes in
Me, as the Scripture has said, out of
his heart will flow rivers of living
water.’ ” (John 7:37-38).

Let me tell you about the two seas
in the Holy Land.

One is the Sea of Galilee in the
north. The other is the Dead Sea in
the south.

The Sea of Galilee is a freshwater
lake, cool and refreshing and alive
with fish. It is filled with runoff from
adequate rainfall and from cool,
flowing springs to its north. Fisher-
men and recreation abound.

Water flows into the Sea of
Galilee from the north and out via
the Jordan River to its south. Along

its route the Jordan picks up salts as
it journeys southward and eventual-
ly dumps its water into the Dead
Sea, including the impurities it picks
up along the way.

It rarely rains in the vicinity of the
Dead Sea. It is truly situated in a dry
and thirsty land. Neither is there any
outlet from the Dead Sea.

The Dead Sea gains water and
salt by an inflow from the Jordan,
but unlike the Sea of Galilee there is
no stream draining it. It loses water
solely from evaporation.

The water evaporates, leaving be-
hind a brine rich in salt but devoid of
life. The Dead Sea is dead because
no meaningful life can be supported
in its waters.

To the north is the Sea of Galilee,
abounding with life and activity. To
the south is the Dead Sea.

When Jesus said, “If anyone thirsts,
let him come to Me and drink. He
who believes in Me, as the Scripture
has said, out of his heart will flow
rivers of living water,” perhaps He
was thinking of these two seas—one
with water-giving life as waters flow
through it and the other dead
because it takes in water but gives
back nothing.

When He referred to living water
as the Holy Spirit and painted the
picture of it as flowing water, was He
offering a parable for you and me?

Was He suggesting for us to be
conduits for God’s nature, refresh-
ing and healing the world by reflect-
ing God’s nature rather than always
taking in but never giving back?

There are two seas in the Holy
Land.

Two seas in the Holy Land

Do you remember getting a buzz at the club?

According to the Bible, who is the Savior?

Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

See CHRISTIAN LIVING, page 16

Lenny Cacchio

Days can daze and confuse
The writer is a longtime reader

and contributor to the letters and
commentary section of THE JOURNAL.

By Phillip L. Griffith

DELIGHT, Ark.—It seems
evident that most Christians
believe we cannot have reli-

gion without a religious calendar.
To try not to be critical of others

who use a calendar as a part of their
religious activities, I will try to
politely explain why I do not believe
a religious calendar is a part of my
Christian calling.

Rulers with class
First, I do not acknowledge the

authority of a ruling class between
the Christian and God.

A calendar is one of the tools used
to establish and maintain the authori-
ty and control of members of the cler-
gy as they claim implicity or explicit-
ly that only they have the authority to
say when certain days are that we
should observe as they dictate.

In addition, some people use it to

claim that what is evil in God’s sight
on one day is not a problem on
another day, and I have trouble

accepting that.
To my way

of thinking, we
cannot  arbi-
trarily decide
that what is
good on one
day is evil an-
other day.

That seems
to be what is
being done when
people claim
we must do to-

day what we should not have done
yesterday.

A religion of things?
I think we need to ask ourselves: If

we did not have things like religious
calendars, baptism and a bread-and-
wine ritual, would we have any reli-
gion left? Would we have any things
that would cause anyone to want to
spend eternity with us?

“Folks, you may

not be spending

enough time

reading your

Bible if you think

the Minor

Prophets were

all underage.”

Phillip Griffith
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Many members get confused between ‘church’ and ‘Church’
It is the Holy Spirit that identifies and
unifies the true Church of God, not any
humanly incorporated church organi-
zation. That is what the Bible teaches,
and it is also what Mr. [Herbert]
Armstrong taught. It is not correct to
say that any particular church organi-
zation, including ours, is, of and by
itself, the true Church. The true Church
includes all the true Christians in the
organization, not the organization
itself . . . The human organizations are
not the Church itself. The converted
people are the Church.”

Spiritual vs. human
This is a true explanation. To put it

concisely, the Church is the spiritual
organism, not the human organization.

It is a disaster for a person to com-
pletely leave or “fall away” from the
Church, the Body of Christ. I say com-
pletely because often what we call
falling away is more of a straying, and
the lost sheep can still be brought back
to the fold (Matthew 18:12-13; James
5:19-20).

This straying away from the truth of
God’s Word is dangerous, though, be-
cause it can eventually lead to a com-
plete falling away from the Church.
The farther you stray from the light, the
greater the darkness and the difficulty
in finding your way back.

To completely fall away means to
lose the Holy Spirit: The “light goes
out.” For you to leave the Church
means the Holy Spirit has left you.

According to Hebrews 6:4-6, to
completely fall away means it is “im-
possible” to come to “repentance,”
since the fallen away “crucify again for
themselves the Son of God, and put
Him to an open shame.”

This happens in conjunction with a
complete hardening of the heart to “sin
willfully” (Hebrews 10:26-31).

Unpardonable sin
If this needs more clarification,

please request an explanation of the
“unpardonable sin.” To reassure read-
ers, if you are worried as to whether
you have committed the unpardonable
sin or not, you have not committed it;
your heart is not hardened.

What about leaving a church (orga-
nization)? Leaving a church does not
necessarily mean one is leaving the
Church, the Body of Christ. There is a
big difference.

One should not take lightly the leav-
ing of a church, especially if you believe
God had called you by that church. If it
was God’s will for you to come into that
church, you must make sure it is God’s
will before you leave that church.

First, God wants you to be in a
church if it is teaching the truth of
God’s Word. That is much better than
being isolated, a loner. There is much
emphasis in God’s Word on group wor-
ship, on the importance of Christian
fellowship and on serving together as a
body or team to do God’s work.

God wants you to be willing to
make commitments and live up to them.

Problems with commitment
But people can be committed to a

fault. A person should not remain com-
mitted to an organization if the organi-
zation has become committed to going
in the wrong direction.

A person should not remain com-
mitted to a church if the church no
longer follows Jesus Christ by teaching
the truth of God’s Word.

Let’s look at marriage, for an exam-
ple. God wants us to be committed to
our mates for life. God hates divorce
(Malachi 2:16). But there are scriptural
grounds for divorce, times when God
approves of a separation and divorce.

The Worldwide Church of God de-
fined one of the grounds as moral de-
basement (Greek porneia) and “habitu-
al conduct like that of an unbeliever.”

Another set of grounds includes ad-
diction, abuse, desertion or failure to
provide, spiritism, habitual criminal
conduct and habitual immoral conduct.

Failure to provide
So there are several conditions when

God approves of one leaving his or her

spouse. Ordinarily, one should remain
committed to his church. But there are
several conditions when God approves
of one leaving a church.

Compared to a marriage, one could
be called “failure to provide”: failure to
provide the true spiritual food for its
members. Another could be called
“spiritual adultery”: not being faithful
to God and His Word.

Most members will have small dis-
agreements with any church. But
whenever the member believes there is
very serious compromising with God’s
Word and the problem is unlikely to be
solved in the near future, he should
withdraw for his own spiritual welfare
and the good of others.

There is always the option of return-
ing to the first church if the problems it
had get solved.

When one leaves a church (organi-
zation) because it is straying away
from the Church (Body of Christ), he
probably should try to find a church
that is similar to the former.

Tragically, some have become cyni-
cal about participating ever again in a
church. In many cases they became
irreligious and even started doubting
God’s Word. They ended up leaving
the Church, the Body of Christ, and
falling away from God. We need the
fellowship of true believers.

Friendships are a big factor
For some members it is very diffi-

cult to leave a church. We need to
sympathize with their feelings. First
they often are confused and think that

maybe they would be falling away and
leaving the Body of Christ.

Second, a church becomes a spiritu-
al home. We become bonded to many
good friends.

There are many examples of people
having difficulty leaving the comfort-
able circumstances to which they are
accustomed.

Most of Lot’s family could not be
talked into leaving Sodom (Genesis 19).

Many of the Israelites feared to go
into the land of Canaan even though it
was the Promised Land (Numbers 13-
14). They even begged to return to the
familiarity of Egypt (Numbers 14:4).

Sometimes when Jesus says follow
Me, we think of all kinds of reasons for
not leaving home (Luke 9:57-62).

We mustn’t base our decisions on
emotional attachments. We must have
the clear vision and courage to go
where God wants us to go.

God hates counterfeits
Keep in mind that one of the greatest

evils is people becoming “false shep-
herds.” Read Jeremiah 23 and Ezekiel
34 to see how strongly God condemns
people who lead His people astray.

God hates counterfeits who claim
to speak for Him and misrepresent
Him. Jesus said sheep follow their
true shepherd “for they know his
voice” (John 10:4).

We are responsible to recognize the
voice of true shepherds, the message of
the Word of God. We should follow
only those who have that voice.

Jesus added: “Yet they will by no

means follow a stranger, but will flee
from him, for they do not know the
voice of strangers” (verse 5).

Government and loyalty
Let’s take a look at the subjects of

“God’s government” and “loyalty.”
First, God’s government, for us,

should mean to obey and be loyal to
God. In addition, a church organization
should set up some kind of government,
and we should “obey those who rule
over” us as long as they are in agreement
with the Word of God (Hebrews 13:17).

However, when there is a conflict
between what God says and what a
man—even a church leader—says,
“we ought to obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29).

God sometimes inspires the choices
of the people who are put into offices in
church government, but not always. God
never forces them to do right. He will not
invariably prevent them from falling
away. So beware of trusting a leader just
because his past example was good.

Just because God caused someone to
be put into an office doesn’t mean we
should follow him no matter what.

Jesus chose Judas Iscariot as a disci-
ple. Would you have continued to fol-
low him?

God put Lucifer over all the angels
on earth. You could say that that was
God’s government because God dele-
gated that responsibility over the
angels to him.

However, Lucifer used his authority
to command the angels to follow him in
rebellion against God. One third of the

angels followed him. Aren’t we glad
that two thirds did not follow him?

Improper disfellowship
3 John 9-10 speaks of Diotrephes,

apparently a church pastor—supposed
to be “God’s minister”—who was arro-
gant, domineering and malicious.

Verse 10 says Diotrephes “does not
receive the brethren, and forbids those
who wish to, putting them out of the
church.”

This was supposed to be God’s gov-
ernment, but he was disfellowshipping
godly church members. He probably
did this because those members would
not go along with his wrong teachings
or actions.

Do you think they should have
meekly submitted to him because God
put him there?

Even though those members were
disfellowshipped, they would have
continued to be a part of the Church—
the Body of Christ—had they re-
mained faithful to God.

Diotrephes had left the Church
(Body of Christ) and then put people
out of the church (organization). Those
he put out more than likely banded
together and started another church.

Guilty apostle
Some people assume God would

never allow the leader of a church to go
astray. However, even the apostle Paul
knew he could “become disqualified”
(1 Corinthians 9:27).

The Greek word for “falling away”
in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 is similar to our
English word apostasy. So Paul is say-
ing that even an apostle can be guilty
of apostasy.

In Galatians 1:8-9 Paul warned the
members that if anyone (even himself)
comes preaching “any other gospel . . .
let him be accursed (Greek anathema).

Paul’s point in verses 6-9: Don’t
turn to a false gospel no matter who is
preaching it. Don’t put too much faith
in any human leader, because no one is
infallible. All human leaders are capa-
ble of apostatizing.

There have been countless similar
examples during 2,000 years of church
history. Time and again false leaders took
over churches and the true believers had
to leave to remain true to their beliefs.

During the first few centuries Sab-
bath keepers became increasingly per-
secuted. Once Constantine made
Christianity the state religion of the
Roman Empire and Sunday became
the official day of worship, both the
church and state authority increasingly
enforced Sunday keeping.

Constantine also enforced Easter in
place of Passover observance.

A case could be made for that being
God’s government and that Christians
should have submitted. But, thankfully,
many true Christians stood up for their
beliefs, even when it meant fleeing or
being killed.

NT warnings about deception
When Paul wrote 2 Corinthians there

was a serious problem with ministers—
“God’s government”—within the Cor-
inthian church. He said some of them
were “false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into apostles of
Christ” (2 Corinthians 11:13).

In verse 15 he refers to them as
Satan’s ministers. In verse 4 Paul was
shaming the church—the good ministers
and lay members—because he said they
would probably tolerate ministers com-
ing to them and preaching false things.

Paul said they were betrothed to
Christ (verse 2). He was worried about
members being spiritually seduced to
commit spiritual adultery if they lis-
tened to false teachings (verse 3).

Like Paul told Timothy in 2 Tim-
othy 2:17 that, if you tolerate false
teachers, “their message will spread
like cancer.”

Peter warned: “. . . Beware lest you
fall from your own steadfastness, being
led away with the error of the wicked”
(2 Peter 3:17-18).

The New Testament frequently
warns that members of God’s Church
can be deceived and led astray if they
don’t stay close to God and rely on

Continued from page 1

Take a look back at Churchquake in 1995
Mr. Hooser graduated from Ambas-

sador College, Big Sandy, in 1966, and
has served in the ministries of the
Worldwide Church of God and United
Church of God ever since, pastoring
congregations in Ohio, Nebraska,
Oklahoma, Texas and Washington.
Since 2009 he has worked for the UCG
as a writer and editor. He and his wife,
Elsie, live in a suburb of Dallas, Texas.

Mr. Hooser announced in March
1995 to the Dallas South WCG con-
gregation that he was resigning from
the WCG. He wrote the article begin-
ning on page 1 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL in April 1995. It originally
appeared in issue No. 1 of In Transi-
tion, which began that year.

See also the biographical informa-
tion that precedes his byline on page 1.

By Don Hooser

MCKINNEY, Texas—This ar-
ticle is my perspective look-
ing back on Churchquake,

the unveiling of the apostasy of the
leadership of the Worldwide Church
of God, particularly the time from De-
cember 1994 to May 1995.

For a while after Herbert Arm-
strong’s death, in 1986, it seemed that
his replacement as pastor general, Joe
Tkach Sr., would generally preserve
the church doctrines as taught by Mr.
Armstrong.

But Mr. Tkach
seriously lacked spi-
ritual understanding
and was heavily in-
fluenced by his son
and other top assis-
tants who wanted to
embrace liberal Pro-
testant theology.

So, as time went by, there were
more and more changes. Usually each
change seemed to be relatively minor
at the time.

The ‘Russian Christmas present’
Then on the last Sabbath of 1994

Mr. Tkach preached a three-hour ser-
mon to the congregation at Ambassa-
dor College, Big Sandy, Texas.

It was an infamous bombshell be-
cause he announced and attempted to
justify numerous doctrinal changes. In
an effort to minimize alarm and back-
lash, he referred to the changes as
“minor.” But they were not minor.
They added up to astounding apostasy.

A recording of that sermon was sent
to every congregation with instruc-
tions to play it on the first Sabbath of
1995. I was pastoring the Dallas South
congregation, and we dutifully played
the recording.

I was devastated and heartsick upon
hearing that sermon and upon hearing
many church members readily accepting
and embracing those “new” teachings.
Our worst fears had become reality.

I soon realized that many members
were easily deceived, partly because
most of us pastors had neglected to
continue to teach the basic biblical doc-
trines. So, on that second Sabbath in
January, my entire sermon was spent
explaining what the past doctrines of
the WCG had been, what were the
“new” doctrines now being pushed on
the church, and how those doctrines
differed in critically important ways.

I emphasized that the changes were
not minor.

During the next several weeks I gave
sermons to steer the members to look to
God’s Word as the sole source of truth.
However, I didn’t want to get fired right
away, so I walked a tightwire, taking
care not to label the new teachings of
WCG as biblical heresies.

My resignation
However, I could not long endure

representing and taking a paycheck

from an organization that had departed
from the Body of Christ and was now
a force for deception and evil.

Silence implies consent, and I
didn’t want anyone to think that I
agreed with the new teachings.

My wife, Elsie, was in complete
agreement with me, even though we
had no idea what I would do in the
future to earn a living. I certainly would
never try to start my own church.

That I have a degree in mechanical
engineering gave me some confi-
dence. But our primary thought was
knowing that God would take care of
us if we remained faithful to Him and
His Word.

In a long sermon on March 18, 1995,
I announced that I was resigning from
employment and thoroughly explained
why. I said that on Monday I would be
mailing an 8 1⁄ 2-page typewritten letter
to Mr. Tkach announcing my resigna-
tion and explaining my reasons.

(I still have that letter on my com-
puter. It is quite a defending-the-truth
sermon.)

Self-appointed whistle blower
That Saturday night some self-ap-

pointed sheriff called our church head-
quarters to report on me, so on Sunday
morning I received a phone call with
both Joe Tkach Jr. and Mike Feazell
on the line.

When they asked me why I wanted
to resign I said they would soon have
my thorough explanation when they
received my letter. They insisted on
hearing my reasons right then, so I
asked if I could read my letter to them.

They said yes, so I read the entire
8 1⁄ 2-page letter to them.

By the time I had finished they ac-
knowledged that they would not be
able to change my mind. My last day
of employment was March 24.

Widespread confusion
Felix Heimberg was appointed as

the new pastor of Dallas South. Elsie
and I continued to attend Sabbath serv-

ices as mem-
bers. We soon
began to learn
which mem-
bers embraced
the heresies and
who remained
faithful to God’s
truth. Increas-

ingly I understood the widespread
confusion over the question of wheth-
er God would ever approve of a mem-
ber “leaving the church.”

To many members, leaving the
Worldwide Church of God was the
same thing as “leaving God’s Church.”

So I began composing a letter to
explain this subject that I intended to
mail to all the Dallas South members.

The start-up of In Transition
Happily, I was invited to a meeting

in Houston April 16-18 for people
interested in forming a new organiza-
tion that would be similar to the old

Silence implies consent, and I
didn’t want anyone to think that I agreed

with the new teachings.

See JUST WHAT, page 15

See 300 MINISTERS, page 15
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she transferred to the University of
Houston, where she met her future hus-
band, Wayne L. “Bud” Hughes. Together
they enjoyed flying. Joy could pay the air-
craft rental, and Bud had the pilot’s
license. ¶ Bud and Joy married on Oct. 6,
1951, in the chapel of the First Pres-
byterian church on Main Street. Following
their marriage, they made their home in
Monterey, Calif., where Bud was a lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Navy. He was a naval
aviator who, prior to their marriage, had
flown combat missions in the Korean War
as a mere ensign. ¶ From 1952 to 1954
Joy and Bud made their home in Birm-
ingham, Ala., where Joy enlisted in the
Navy Air Wing, Staff 68, as a weekend
warrior for the Naval Air Station there.
She was assigned to the meteorology
department and had a fascination with
the weather and its patterns the rest of
her life. Because she was with the Navy
Air Wing, she and Bud could fly together
on the weekends when the Navy needed
its planes moved around the country. ¶
While Bud was stationed at the Naval Air
Station Alameda, near San Francisco,
Calif., the couple lived in Hayward. They
welcomed their only child, Paula Elizabeth
Hughes, on Oct. 7, 1957. When Bud’s
squadron shipped out aboard the USS
Lexington to the Mediterranean as part of
the U.S. Sixth Fleet, Joy moved back to
Houston. ¶ During her husband’s long
absences with the Sixth Fleet, Joy main-
tained a close relationship with her par-
ents and Bud’s parents, Ezra Paul Hughes
and Mildred Hughes, who all lived in
Houston. She began to work again at the
family printing business, and when that
was sold in the mid-1960s she began to
remodel homes and sell them. Joy did the
work herself, and was a competent
plumber, electrician, drywall installer,
painter and general handywoman. She
installed a swing set and sandbox for her
daughter in the backyard at their home
on Vassar, and her husband helped her
build a tree house as well. Joy’s early
mornings were spent digging up the grass
in the backyard, spreading sand and lay-
ing a 5,000-brick patio. The family and
extended family spent many enjoyable
evenings there. ¶ After Joy’s mother’s
death in 1968, the family moved to
Southampton Place, where Joy had pur-
chased a home for remodeling. Bud was
stationed at Chase Naval Air Station in
Beeville, Texas, and made the drive home
each weekend. During this time, the fam-
ily purchased a 111-acre farm in Crockett,
Texas, deep in the Piney Woods of East
Texas. After Bud’s retirement, the family
relocated to Crockett, where Paula
attended high school. ¶ At the farm near
Crockett, Joy became interested in organ-
ic gardening and enjoyed a large veg-
etable garden. She learned how to oper-
ate farm equipment, as well as a chain
saw. Joy participated in haying on the
farm and cooled off when the job was
done in the above-ground swimming pool
she and her husband installed. She also
joined the Crockett Art League and
enjoyed painting classes with her friends.
¶ A disappointing divorce ended her 31-
year marriage to the love of her life in
1983, and she moved to Houston to be
with her daughter. There she became
active in her local church. ¶ While living in
Houston, Joy worked for her brother in his
architecture firm as a girl Friday, worked
for Chaplain Services on Richmond Ave-
nue helping with courses in the English
language for women taking Certified
Nurse Assistant courses and also Jobs for
Progress. Her last job in Houston was
working for her cousin Elizabeth Luton,
who owned a bookkeeping company not
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I am seeking someone
for a friend, a male of
age 55-65, deaf or HH
and can sign. Someone
who loves God, is friend-
ly, easygoing and hon-
est, loves people and
outdoor activities. My
name is Janece. If in-
terested, here is my E-
mail: janecemm1@gmail.com.

Widow, nurse, semiretired, longtime COG
member looking for a male friend age 65-
80, grounded in God’s truth. Write
rocky695@att.net or 903-534-9131.

A young 73, resembles Merle Haggard
with a similar background. My calling
awareness started in 1980. Striving to live
by the Old and and New Testament.
Seeking a petite lady of same mind. Write
to: J.M.H., 67888 Alabama Hwy. 77, Tal-
ladega, AL 35160.

Resources
The End Time Church: from the Cathe-
drals to the Catacombs—text/audio
series. Latest chapter—”Who Is King
of the Church?” https://danwhite.
wordpress.com

Obituaries
A memorial service was held Aug. 8,
2017, at The Woodlands Community
Presbyterian Church in The Woodlands,
Texas, for Joy Elizabeth Hughes, who
passed away on July 28, 2017. ¶ Joy was
born in St. Louis, Mo., to Nathaniel Burton
Ison and wife, Elinor Elizabeth Ison. ¶ Joy
is survived by her daughter, Paula
Elizabeth Hughes, her brother, Burton

Morin Ison, her nephews, Burton Morin
Ison, Jr. and Robert William Ison, and
many cousins. ¶ Joy’s father was a pio-
neering aviator, acquainted with Amelia
Earhart. During World
War I, Ellington Field in
Houston served as an
advanced flight-training
base. Joy’s father was
one of the instructors. At
only a few months of
age, Joy made news
headlines when she flew
with her mother and
father cross-country from California to
Houston. ¶ At the time of Joy’s birth, her
father was employed by the Civil
Aeronautics Authority, a predecessor to
the Federal Aviation Administration. The
family moved around quite a bit, but she
had childhood memories of Vernon and
Fort Worth, Texas, where she and her
younger brother attended elementary
school. A few years ago, she was able to
take a drive by their home, where it still
stands near Meadowbrook Elementary. ¶
The family moved to Houston, Texas, by
the time Joy was 12, and her parents
began to work in the family printing busi-
ness started by her mother’s father,
William Robert Morin. Known as Morin &
Co., the business printed the election bal-
lots for Harris County. Joy worked in the
business from the age of 12 to her mar-
riage. ¶ Joy attended high school at
Lamar High School in Houston. She and
her brother and their friends enjoyed rid-
ing their Cushman motor scooter far out
on Westheimer Road, a dirt trail in those
days. ¶ After graduation Joy attended the
University of Colorado in Boulder until
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True Biblical Calendar Recovered!

Visit ICY online at www.icyahweh.org 
to order, or write to 
ICY, P.O. Box 208 

Pocahontas, AR 72455  USA
Orders mentioning this ad in Th e Journal 

will receive a FREE postage paid copy; 
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You will be 
shocked…and 

informed as you 
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for the first time!
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Time to Tabernacle
Written by TonyaVonderhaar
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Paul’s Conversion
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Joy Hughes

See CONNECTIONS, page 12
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Suicide Pact (2014)

Radical Expansion of Presidential Pow-
ers by Judge Andrew Napolitano:
Quotes Walter Lippman—“We must re-

member that in time of war what is said on the
enemy’s side of the front is propaganda, and
what is said on our side of the front is truth and
righteousness, the cause of humanity and a
crusade for peace. Is it necessary for us at the
height of our power to stoop to such self-de-
ceiving nonsense?” James Madison—“No na-
tion could preserve its freedom in the midst of
continual warfare.”

Government can be considered good if it
allows its citizens certain rights, as natural
rights, not from that government. US presidents
tended to abuse their powers. Washington exe-
cuted soldiers without trial, and John Adams
punished speech if it seemed to himself or his
government to be bad. Lincoln suspended natu-
ral rights, did not follow lawful Supreme Court
orders and arrested newspaper publishers and
elected officials who disagreed with him. While
holding the white supremacist attitudes of his day.

FDR put Americans in concentration camps
based on their race. “He executed first and then
sought judicial approval. He even stole millions
of dollars in gold from innocent, law-abiding
Americans. He no doubt fomented the Japanese
attack on Pearl Harbor and then punished inno-
cent military officers . . . Though Truman can be
considered the greatest war criminal and mass
killer for the Japanese civilians he murdered.”

“The Constitution is not a suicide pact.” It
should be obvious that the Constitution does
not permit the president or government to vio-
late it with impunity. As presidents who write
their own laws, start their own wars, arrest and
torture without charge, and spy on US citizens
with court approval.

Life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness are
restricted during war, when citizens are draft-
ed, or put in internment camps. When free ex-
pression is suppressed, property is confiscated
for rationing, or as recently citizens are spied
upon. When every phone call and email con-
tent are snatched.

The last declared war by Congress was
WWII. Not Korea, Vietnam, two Gulf wars,
Afghanistan and Libya. The Supreme Court
has not tried to stop a president from declaring
war without Congress.

The British loosely defined traitor and pun-
ished traitors harshly. Male traitors were hung,
drawn and quartered (dismembered, castrated
and disemboweled). “Often on scant evidence
for the crime of imagining the death of the king.”

US Founding Fathers claimed to uphold nat-
ural rights, while owning slaves, and kept wom-
en from voting. After the French revolt when the
king was executed without trial, every European
king declared war on France, trying to keep the
same fate from happening in their nation. Presi-
dent Washington determined not to aid either
side, and got the wrath of both France and Brit-
ain in seized US ships. So the US enacted sever-
al sedition acts restricting freedom of expres-
sion, not exceeding 2000 dollars (in 1798) or
two years in jail. Though the last sedition act had
a sunset clause to end with Adam’s term. These
sedition acts were the basis for future laws.

An inspiring event then occurred. Congress-
man Matthew Lyon was indicted for sedition
and imprisoned. But he fought back by champi-
oning the cause of natural rights and free speech,
and was reelected. Several thousand Americans
signed a petition for Adams to pardon him, while
others raised funds to release him.

Thomas Woods wrote in Nullification: How
to Resist Federal Tyranny in the 21st Century
describing how individuals transferred their
rights to states, and then to the national govern-
ment. But never lost their own rights. He notes
that the Constitution itself speaks of an agree-
ment among “we the states” and not “we the
people” so the states created the federal union,
not single American people. And of prime
importance, the federal government did not cre-
ate the states, it was the other way around.

During the Civil War, Lincoln suspended
the writ of habeas corpus so military agents
could arrest hundreds of citizens and jail them
without due process, not even told why they
were seized. Two years later Congress legit-
imized the practice, so Lincoln felt justified.
But natural rights cannot be taken away.
Lincoln’s attorney claimed the officer execut-
ing martial law is supreme legislator, judge
and executive. So can do whatever he wants.
Like a dictator might control government.

The US military after the Civil War acted as
police in the South, forcing homes to quarter
their troops. But the 1878 Posse Comitatus
Act stopped this practice. Reminiscent of the
colonists objecting to the British doing the
same thing.

Wilson’s Domestic War on Americans—He,
Congress and the Supreme Court joined in the
Espionage Act of 1917 and the Sedition Act of
1918. Americans were told to be loyal and
report anyone suspected against the war or
government. These groups wiretapped, did
breaking and entering, bugged offices, exam-
ined bank accounts and medical records. These
vigilante acts were so pervasive by war’s end,
pleas for sanity were ignored. Those who did
not register for the draft were hounded. The
worst was in New York City 1918 when the
American Protective League scoured all means
of transportation and parks to haul to armories
or jail by bayonet-point 20,000 men.

FDR and Pearl Harbor attack
FDR—“I may be entirely inconsistent, and

furthermore I am perfectly willing to mislead
and tell untruths if it will help win the war.”
He told lies to increase wartime hysteria for
America to enter WWII and during it.

Former navy photographer Robert Stinnett
during WWII wrote the book Day of Deceit:
The Truth about FDR and Pearl Harbor. He
found documents using the Freedom of
Information Act to show FDR knew about the
attack in advance and let it happen to provoke
Japan and get the US into the war. The six-
page McCollum Memo of October 1940, 14
months before the attack, was addressed to
two senior FDR military advisers outlining the
steps to provoke the Japanese into an overt act
of war, as sending US warships into the heart
of Japanese Imperial sphere of influence.

So FDR was responsible for 2500 US mili-
tary deaths like sitting ducks. After Pearl Har-
bor the FBI detained 9000 aliens of German,
Italian and Japanese descent. The 442nd Regi-
ment of Japanese Americans fought for the
US, though their families were interred during
the war. It was the most decorated unit for its
size (14,000 overall) and length of service in
the entire US Military history.

During the Vietnam war, Nixon considered
US citizens protesting against it as traitors, and
aiding and comforting the enemy (by helping
the war to end). He broke his campaign prom-
ise and escalated the war. Protesters at Wash-
ington DC faced police and military with tear
gas and almost 7000 were arrested.

Then the acts of Hoover were exposed. He
as FBI head did get rid of notorious criminals
and corrupt politicians, but used illegal acts, as
COINTELPRO or domestic spying. And mak-
ing anti-war activists be evicted from their
homes, and other acts as disabling suspects’
cars and intercepted mail.

Then the Pentagon Papers broke the head-
lines, an official but secret report, as the Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution was based on false pretens-
es and rammed through Congress. And US
troops knowingly dropped bombs on thousands
of Vietnamese civilians. Professor Geoffrey
Stone claims the Vietnam war was not a war of
aggression from North Vietnam, but US aggres-
sion. About a year after the Pentagon Papers
were published, Watergate broke, of cover-up
by Nixon and he was almost impeached.

Before 911—protect oil
Churchill and FDR signed an Anglo-Amer-

ican Petroleum agreement in 1944 portioning
Mid-East oil. In 1953 the CIA and Britain’s
MI6 overthrew Iran’s elected prime minister
and made the Shah ruler. Eisenhower spoke
and Congress affirmed that the Mid-East
nations would be aided by the US military and
financial help if threatened.

In the 1980s to keep Russia from meddling
in Afghanistan, the US secretly provided
weapons and funds for jihadists fighting Rus-
sia. Including Osama bin Laden; and Omar
Abdel-Rahman operating from a NY mosque.
Russia left, and the country had sectarian vio-
lence and civil war.

Just before 911 and under Bush W, counter-
terrorism funds were denied, and focusing on
bin Laden was deemed a mistake. And 7
months before 911 domestic spying was begun.

911—securing oil
Bush was allowed by Congress to conduct his

War on Terror against whoever he determined,
but not a declaration of war. Make a police state
in the US disguised as fighting terrorism.

Operation Enduring Freedom—US ground
forces in Afghanistan turn it into a Vietnam-
like quagmire. But Congress had no right to
relinquish its power to declare war, particular-
ly in such absurdly broad terms.

“Noble liars“—“Defense Secretary Donald
Rumsfeld and Deputy Defense Secretary Paul
Wolfowitz were gunning for an invasion of
Iraq, despite there not being ‘one iota’ of evi-
dence demonstrating Iraq had any responsibili-

ty in 911.” This link with 911 was one criterion
Congress specifically stated. So some other evi-
dence was needed. VP Cheney ordered the CIA
to render torture to enemy combatants interro-
gated by the FBI. Of course, they confessed to
most anything, as al Qaeda and Saddam
worked together on WMD. Bush attacked Iraq,
costing 655,000 lives, 5000 of them Americans,
and US taxpayers $2.2 trillion in borrowed
money. And Iraqis were worse off.

“After lying about Iraq and WMD, the Bush
administration’s biggest lie was that 911 justi-
fied or somehow compelled the creation of a
vast, unprecedented and almost unimaginable
in scope NSA spying program.”

The PATRIOT Act of 2001 by Congress was
passed. The House had 15 minutes to read the
300-page bill. Much of the Act simply modifies
the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act and is
very tedious to read. Napolitano took 20 hours
to carefully check all the references. “The most
objectionable part of the Act is Section 215
permitting the government to access records of
business, medical, educational and library with-
out showing probable cause.”

The Bush administration wanted to end Iraq’s
torture chambers. But the Abu Ghraib scandal
led many to question the US claim of defending
natural and civil liberty. [Guards posted photos
online smiling while prisoners were sexually
humiliated.] Prison Military Police there and in
other torture sites committed acts as filming
sodomizing a female detainee, and pictures of
“torture, abuse, rape and every indecency.”

Much data came out after CBS’s 60 Minutes
exposed the atrocities. There was authority for
any officer, whether of infantry, artillery or
other units to conduct a trial that could end
with the defendant executed. Also, internation-
al law and Supreme Court precedent held that
information obtained by torture was inadmis-
sible in court. Particularly annoying was that
many prisoners had committed no crimes!

Campaigning for presidency, Obama prom-
ised to end the wars quickly, close Guantana-
mo and be more transparent in government.
He even got a Nobel Peace Prize just days
after taking office. But reneged on these ac-
counts. He secretly escalated wars. He achieved
the ‘right’ to secretly subject enemies to any
treatment and execute without trial. Countries
subject to Obama drone strikes as Yemen, ob-
jected to frightening people day and night.
Claiming this is terrorism.

Obama’s White House legal counsel of
Robert Bauer claimed “The billion-dollar
bombing campaign in Libya does not amount
to hostilities under the War Powers Act.” This
absurd comment Obama selected as his own.
His officials covered up the Abu Ghraib scan-
dal, pardoning criminal acts.

Obama’s drone strikes continue to cause
“mass trauma among civilians with constant
fear of attack, severe anxiety, powerlessness,
insomnia and high levels of stress.” [Causing
terror instead of fighting against it.] But the
spying-killing drones are not just for foreign
nations. They are used increasingly in the US
by various agencies. The Montgomery County
Sheriff’s Office in Texas wanted to have a
drone that could fire rubber bullets and tear gas.

Population Control (2015)
How Corporate Owners Are Killing Us by

Jim Marrs: In 1952 corporations paid 32% of
federal taxes, yet in 2013 it was less than 10%.
They thrive on corruption.

A global elite of about .01% of world popu-
lation has increased worth, at mostly the
expense of the poor. The old adage is true, the
rich get richer and the poor poorer. It has
become difficult to assess the wealth of the
wealthiest due to their offshore accounts, to
dodge paying taxes.

The Georgia Guidestones look rather like
Stonehenge, and give some supposed words of
wisdom, but the first sentence is quite disturbing:
“MAINTAIN HUMANITY UNDER 500,000 IN PERPETUAL
BALANCE WITH NATURE.” To attain that goal, 7.5
billion would need to decrease by 7 billion.

Prince Philip of England is a prominent
globalist and told People magazine in 1981
that overpopulation is likely the most serious
long-term threat to survival. Years later, he
claimed that if he was reincarnated he would
“like to return as a deadly virus, in order to
contribute something to solve overpopulation.”

Swine flu cannot be contracted by eating
pork or pork products, so many believe the
global elite manufactures this as part of eugen-
ics. The most important question is, who gets
to decide who lives and who dies?

The US has been the leading arms dealer for
decades, not ashamed to fuel both sides of a
conflict. And leads the secret or illegal arms
deals, which black market weapon sales often

find their way to US enemies, including terror-
ists. On 9-17-2013 the White House an-
nounced Obama waived portions of a federal
law to prevent arms sales to terrorists. So
Syrian rebels could get arms and ammunition.
Even though connected to ISIS.

US lawmakers get involved in the arms
trade, many owning stock in armament firms.
As California State Senator Leland Yee who
was indicted for corruption and conspiracy to
traffic in firearms.

“Perpetual war allows globalists to continue
funding dirty black-ops drug smuggling, cor-
rupt banking practices, political bribes and as-
sassination. Perpetual war can be seen as an
excuse for spying on Americans, militarizing
police agencies, and laws allowing the federal
government to declare any American citizen an
enemy combatant and held without warrant.”
US infrastructure is failing by lack of main-
tenance, since money is diverted to arms. As the
nation’s highways, dams and bridges deterio-
rate and many fail to pass the American Society
of Civil Engineers, rating it in 2013 as D+.

Founder of YouthBuild USA Dorothy
Stoneman claimed “If America spent as much
money offering opportunities to every 16-26-
year-old as we spend locking them up for
minor offenses that further cut them off from a
positive future, we could end poverty in a gen-
eration or two. When young people find a true
pathway to opportunity and a caring commu-
nity, they become excellent parents determined
to give their children the world of opportuni-
ties they lacked in their own childhood.”

Hydraulic fracturing or fracking was started
using toxic chemicals that persist in the envi-
ronment, and very much water under pressure
is required.

“Significant evidence exists that corporate
owners are using fracking to destroy water
wells and sicken the population in an effort to
sell more pharmaceuticals while cornering the
market on bottled water. More than 1000 inci-
dents of water well contamination have been
documented near fracking wells along with
reports of sensory, respiratory and neurologi-
cal damage due to those drinking the water
. . . . has also contributed to dangerous seismic
activity.” Increasing earthquakes. The oil lob-
by industry spent $15 million to defeat a Cali-
fornia Against Fracking bill. Instead of provid-
ing more fuel-efficient cars, manufacturers
prevent inventors from doing so, by cutting off
their funding, supplies or just kill them.

Vaccines—forced on US troops
The US is leading the way in the use of

drugs. While illegal drugs as heroin or cocaine
are widely used, legal ones are more lethal.
About a third of the US population takes strong
and even toxic-mood-altering legal drugs to get
through a normal day. Drug companies through
ads and commercials make their products
appealing, taking just a pill, instead of chang-
ing lifestyle. Much of their marketing is dis-
ease-mongering to frighten people to think
they have the latest disease hyped in the news.

The Journal of the American Medical Asso-
ciation in 2000 revealed that the third leading
cause of death in the US was doctor-related.
That as many as 225,000 deaths a year resulted
from conventional medical care. (The real figure
may be one million.) Dr. Barbara Starfield, who
wrote the article, also claimed in her report Is US
Health Really the Best in the World? that there
are yearly 12,000 deaths from unneeded surgery,
7000 from medication errors in hospitals, 20,000
deaths for other errors in hospitals and 80,000
dead from infections acquired in hospitals. Add
106,000 dead from FDA-approved and correctly
prescribed drugs. Not including illegal drugs or
inappropriate use of legal ones.

Much is caused by doctors over prescribing
antibiotics, that kill off helpful bacteria and aid
‘creation’of drug-resistant ones. Many doctors
are bribed into endorsing or prescribing drugs
by perks as vacation trips by the drug compa-
nies. Or do expensive, unnecessary surgery to
profit the manufacturers. Radiation or chemo-
therapy to kill cancer also kills adjacent healthy
cells and is another racket. They actually in-
crease cancer cells. Suppressing the immune
system so the body is prone to further in-
fection. Even ‘super’cancer cells are produced
as super bugs from antibiotic use.

Nobel laureate physiologist Otto Warburg
found before WWII that cancer cells thrive on
fermentation of sugar in the body and without
oxygen, unlike healthy cells that thrive on oxy-
gen. The normal US citizen’s diet is too acidic.

Drug companies profit greatly on hyping their
products. As Merck that made Vioxx. It was sued
for 60,000 deaths of fatal heart attacks and
strokes. Though expected to have to pay $25 bil-
lion in judgment, it got off with just $321 million,
a mere pittance. Later it was found to hire writers
to make claims on how good the drug was.

Drug companies bribe Congressmen with
campaign funds to get favorable laws. As vac-
cine makers cannot be held liable for harm
they do. Scarier things are coming, since many
nations are producing manmade viruses, some
capable of wiping out populations.

US Suicide Part 8
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“The CDC recommends children receive as
many as 37 doses of 14 vaccines by the age of two
. . . with sometimes as many as 8 doses in a single
visit.” Children not vaccinated are then claimed to
be a health threat for the rest of the population. A
scam. While many vaccines were found to have
toxic ingredients, claimed as preservatives, as
mercury in thimerosal, or formaldehyde. They
were claimed publicly to be removed, yet many
still remain. The FDA has been, for decades, fund-
ed by drug companies, so it does what they say.
Drug companies claim the link between their vac-
cines and autism is merely coincidental.

Though representative Dan Burton of
Indiana said “my only grandson became autis-
tic right before my eyes shortly after receiving
his federally recommended and state-mandated
vaccines.” He cited autism research that it is
now one in 88 children. Brian Hooker, inspired
by his teenage son’s autism, found the CDC
had known in 2004 of the connection of vac-
cines with autism, but rejected it. Changing key
findings in documents by blacking them out.
He found that nations that vaccinate less have
less autism than the US. And there is a push to
require globalization of vaccines.

The European Centre for Disease Control
and Prevention in 2014 found that drug corpo-
ration giant GlaxoSmithKline released 11 gal-
lons of concentrated live polio virus into Bel-
gium rivers. Claimed accidental, but in line with
keeping the public buying the vaccine against it.

“The state and its propaganda media thrive
on one manufactured crisis after another as
part of a systematic effort to ramp up the police
state.” The US government has a patent on an
Ebola strain, patented in 2010 (patent No.
CA2741523A1).

TV anchorwoman (one of the first) Katie
Couric was vilified and ousted for reporting on
vaccines. Though she fairly presented both
sides of the subject. Journalists beware! Vac-
cines are more a problem for the body than pills
taken orally, since they go through the digestive
system, while vaccines are injected directly
into the bloodstream.

Caseworkers of child protection agencies
use scare tactics to obtain custody of children.
Such as by claiming use of marijuana by the
parents, even for legal medical use, so they
must surrender their children when the parents
are found in possession of pot, though legal. In
many states, the agencies get paid according to
the number of children they warehouse. Courts
make many pot offenders of small amounts
convicts to work to benefit corporate profit.

Secretary of Veteran Affairs Eric Shinski in
2009 reported that “more veterans have com-
mitted suicide since 2001 than we have lost on
the battlefields of Iraq and Afghanistan.” US
troops are forced to get unproven vaccine shots.

Many mass murders or serial killers are the
result of prescribed psychoactive drugs, though
this fact is usually hidden from the public. Us-
ing them or even withdrawing from them can
lead to suicide. Also these drugs are used to treat
children for emotional or behavioral problems.
Such as attention deficit hyperactivity disorder.
Children of poor families were treated with
them the most. ADHD guidelines are so broad
that anyone could be construed to be in that con-
dition. Lately, the number of children, many
under the age of 3, are on antipsychotic drugs.
The number tripling in ten years. The program
is part of Medicaid and is paid by it to profit
drug companies. And lawmakers get campaign
funds by letting taxpayers foot the bill.

Marrs reports on US tests on many people.
[See Unethical Human Experimentation in the
US in Wikipedia. On the poor, Blacks, US
troops, prisoners and any citizen.]

Veterans had trouble just seeing a doctor at
Veteran hospitals, 64,000 that enrolled in the
system for a decade had not seen a doctor. The
bureaucracy claimed it was just mismanage-
ment (which is bad enough), but found to be
also designed so those in charge could look
good and get bonuses. While PTSD or ‘shell
shock’ was treated with compassion and love,
nowadays it is treated with psychiatric drugs.

The FBI launched Operation Vigilant Eagle
to warn of terrorist threats of disgruntled vets.
In 2012 Brandon Raub a decorated Marine was
arrested by government agents and held in a
psychiatric ward for his views expressed on
Facebook.

Of course in past decades, refined sugar or
high-fructose corn syrup, a synthetic sweetener,
was used in most everything. Leading to un-
healthy obese condition of more and more peo-
ple. Nancy Appleton wrote the book Suicide by
Sugar: A Startling Look at Our #1 National Ad-
diction. A reason for hyperactive kids. Food

manufacturers tend to overuse sweet, salty and
fatty flavors that we tend to crave.

Feedlot cows consume garbage and waste
products. Cattle are often fed poultry litter or the
ag industry’s term for chicken cage waste. Of
feces, feathers and uneaten chicken feed. Also
may have antibiotics, heavy metals, disease-
causing bacteria and rodent carcasses. Seafood
is often contaminated. The FDA admits that
only 2.7% of imports is inspected. Despite the
tiny percentage, since 2007 it rejected 1,380
loads of seafood from Vietnam for filth and sal-
monella, 820 shipments from China.

Even the certified organic label is not what it
used to be. Getting watered down, rules bent to
allow lesser quality food to be bought at the
slightly higher price of organic. Corruption
tends to pervade all aspects of society, so regu-
lators get rewards or bribes if they let less
healthy food through to consumers.

PepsiCo, Kellogg, Nestle, General Mills,
Kraft and Coca-Cola together donated almost
$10 million to defeat California’s Proposition
37 ballot in a 2012 initiative to make the Gene-
tically Modified food label mandatory. Mon-
santo and DuPont kicked in $12 million. (If it is
as safe as they claim, why not label it?)

Monsanto’s pesticide Roundup had the ac-
tive ingredient of glyphosate. American moth-
ers were tested for glyphosate and found to
have 760-1600 times the allowable limits in
European drinking water. It is applied to wheat
and barley as a drying agent, and to increase the
amount of seeds in the stressed plant.

The toxic effects of glyphosate are magni-
fied 125 times by the use of added chemicals,
though they are listed as inert. “Eight formula-
tions out of nine were up to 1000 times more
toxic than their active principles.”

Bleached flour by means of chlorine bleach
should be avoided since, when baked, the
extremely toxic chemicals become a part of the
bread, and irritate the intestines when eaten.
Enriched bread should be avoided as well.
Artificial sweeteners should not be eaten, that
lead to overeating and obesity.

Russian President Putin in 2015 signed a law
to make GM food be labeled. Supported by
Prime Minister Medvedev who stated “The
government will not poison their citizens.”
Unlike drugs that undergo drug trials on hu-
mans willing to take the risk, GM foods have
not been tested on humans in trials.

A health professional usually is able to trace
an ailment by what the patient ate, so eliminate
the offending food or ingredient. But since GM
food is not labeled in the US, if your child has
a toxic or allergic reaction, the prime culprit
may not be known.

Drinking water—The National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences claims almost
two billion people drink harmful contaminated
water. Pollution is responsible for some of it, as
runoff from crops in fields where artificial fer-
tilizers are used. Some is from prescription
medication flushed down toilets, so winds up in
drinking water systems. Plus, the US adds chlo-
rine and fluorine.

Eavesdropping—The NSA is harvesting
data on all of us, to supposedly stop a terrorist
attack. “But inside the US it has stopped zero
attacks” said William Binney, former NSA
code breaker during the Cold War and resigned
after the 911 attacks because of the agency’s
mass surveillance activities.

The United Kingdom seems to be used as a
testing ground for the global elite. It introduced
fingerprinting of British children, by cleverly
claiming they were playing a game called spy
game. An official said they would be used for
keeping attendance, access to meals and librar-
ies. And said the prints were to be destroyed
when the pupils left school.

Energy-saving mercury-filled light bulbs are
compact fluorescent lights claimed safe. But
contain toxic mercury, and when broken are a
health hazard.

Megabanks as Goldman Sachs are buying up
water resources, partnering with each other to
control water rights, water treatment technolo-
gies and privatize public water utilities. While
pressuring governments to give up their citi-
zens’ right to have self-sufficiency. Fluoride is
dumped into city water supplies, though it is
considered medication that should require
informed consent. The dose is not controllable,
so even bottle-fed babies get it.

While most US manufacturing has been out-
sourced to places as China, the pollution does not
stay there. Traveling across the ocean, it pollutes
the northern hemisphere. Contaminants from those
sources have been found in the valleys and ba-
sins of western states. Then there was the disas-
ter of the Fukushima power plant in Japan. Aus-

tralian yachtsman Ivan McFadden reported that
after the disaster there was no sea life to be seen
for 3000 nautical miles, while usually there was
much noise from them and birds.

HAARP facilities are known to create or con-
trol weather in any area of the world. And pro-
duce earthquakes, as well. Chemtrails are chemi-
cals sprayed out of airplanes that cause many
health problems. Presidential candidate Kucinich
in 2004 claimed “Chemtrails are real.” [Weather
modification by nations was supposed to be
banned by signing nations, but it is allowed by
the nation for or against its own citizens.] The lat-
est substances were found of aluminum, barium,
polymers and traces of pathogens. Those in the
areas reacted with asthma, fatigue, headaches,
dizziness, joint pain and flu-like symptoms.

The 1996 Air Force research paper “Weather as
a Force Multiplier: Owning the Weather in 2025”
warned that an adversary should not gain control
of our weather. Scientific American in Oct. 2004
reported on manipulating weather with silver
iodide clouds, directed energy as by HAARP to
lessen the energy of a hurricane or guide it away
from a populated area. Katrina was likely steered.

Long term use of microwave ovens and cell
phones is risky. Higher rates of brain tumors
have been found in recent years, due to more
time for exposure and children using the phones
early in life. The fact that cell phone booklets
warn that the device should not be held too
close to the body for long periods indicates they
can be dangerous. Cell phone towers should not
be close, though if you can make a cell phone
call, one is likely fairly close. The energy dissi-
pates according to the area, so radiation at 1 foot
distance is 4 times the amount at 2.

Though the US Constitution forbids massive
surveillance of citizens, US courts make secret
rulings that allow it. Radar magazine’s Chris-
topher Ketchum quoted a senior government
official that carried high-level security clear-
ances in 5 administrations told “There exists a
database of Americans who, often for the
slightest and most trivial reason, are consid-
ered unfriendly, and who in a time of panic
might be incarcerated.” This mass surveillance
is claimed to thwart terrorist attacks, but so far
ZERO have been stopped.

Facebook was adopted by the NSA so it
could monitor the one billion users who have
not committed a crime. Even disguised a web-
site to look like Facebook, and infect a target’s
computer and read files from its hard drive. Or
send spam emails with malware so recipient’s
audio data can be recorded when its microphone
is used or snapshots with its webcam. Since
email users have become wary of unsolicited
email, the NSA has resorted to secretly force a
user’s Internet browser to go to NSA computer
servers to infect them with an implant.

Yet some places are resisting the trend. When
the Metropolitan Transit Authority in Houston,
Texas, began allowing the Transportation Se-
curity Administration to randomly search bags
and packages of passengers, local citizens and
libertarian attorneys halted the practice. Though
Boston allowed warrantless searches before
boarding, and anyone refusing security inspec-
tion must leave or be arrested for trespassing.

Militarization of police
US police used to “serve and protect” but

now more likely dress as the military and treat
ordinary citizens as perps (perpetrators). En-
couraged from the federal level in acquiring
military weapons and vehicles, as machine guns
and silencers. SWAT teams are fully equipped
with gear and guns, and are used on some ridi-
culous raids to justify the use, as someone with-
out a barber’s license. Some citizens are riled
and push back, making a $700,000 armored car
go back, in a small college town.

Retired NY police detective John Baeza said
“Officers are quicker to draw their guns and
use their tanks than to communicate with people
to defuse a situation. They love to use their toys
and when they do people die.” Police depart-
ments are urged to invent a need for a new toy.

Police TV shows encourage use of force and
high-speed police car chases are exciting, but
occur much less than once a week. CNN
reporter Jake Tapper noted that Ferguson
protests escalated from being peaceful to vio-
lence and looting when police started using tear
gas and stun grenades.

The change of police attitude was noticed in
a small town in Montana, when a police officer
in traffic division was asked to speak to a
church group. He usually just gives out traffic
citations for minor violations. He began by say-
ing “I am a cop. I work every day among the
dregs of society.” Is that what you think of us?

One reason for more aggressive law enforce-

ment is to provide revenue for police, and new
weapons and vehicles. People wonder why the
police need tanks and armored cars for speed-
ers, shoplifters and burglars. SWAT team raids
often happen at night, deploy a flash-bang
grenade to blind, deafen and disorient. Even
though for non-violent crimes as being in pos-
session of a small amount of drugs. Most are
used against people of color, a racial bias.

About the time the US rate of violent crime
hit a 50-year low, US police forces geared up
like an invasion was coming. To justify the in-
crease, the War on Drugs was cited, of armed
drug gangs. This helped justify the 1500% in-
crease in SWAT team raids since the early
1980s. There are SWAT teams that account to no
one. Independent groups that claim, though tax-
payers fund them, they are as private corpora-
tions and do not let the public see their records.

The worst of the brutal and aggressive police
tactics have a most likely source, Israel. Many
US police are trained by the Israeli military,
known to be one of the worst human rights vio-
lators (against Palestinians). Former Israeli sol-
dier Eran Efrati warns that the brutal force used
in the US against immigrants and people of color
will be used on the rest of the US population, too.

Sometimes bean bags are shot at suspects,
from a shotgun. In the lawsuit against a fatal
shooting, the beanbag manufacturer noted they
can travel 190 miles an hour and that “shots to
the head, neck, thorax, heart or spine can result
in fatal injury.”

Cash-strapped police departments use assets
forfeiture to seize cash or property taken in an
arrest. Even though the suspect is found inno-
cent (may be as high as 80%), the assets may be
used by the police.

Federal laws are so complex and many that
even prosecutors have trouble understanding
what is really a crime. There are 27,000 pages of
US Code, and add administrative regulations is-
sued by Congress of 10,000. And these are only
federal laws. States have there own criminal def-
initions and many are for frivolous reasons.

Police now use sneak and peek warrants so
they can secretly enter private homes, search,
seize property and leave without notifying the
homeowner. So cops can do criminal work.
Sometimes the break-ins are made to appear
that a burglar came.

Georgetown University history professor Car-
roll Quigley was Bill Clinton’s mentor, both a
member of a secret international group he wrote
about in his book Tragedy and Hope. “The pow-
ers of financial capitalism had a far-reaching
aim—nothing less than to create a world system
of financial control in private hands able to dom-
inate the political system of each country and the
economy of the world as a whole. This system
was to be controlled in a feudalist fashion by the
central banks of the world acting in concert, by
secret agreements arrived at in frequent private
meetings and conferences.”

Larry Flynt in a Huffington Post blog wrote:
“The American government—which we once
called our government—has been taken over
by Wall Street, the mega-corporations and the
super-rich. They are the ones who decide our
fate. It is this group of powerful elites, the peo-
ple President Franklin D Roosevelt called ‘eco-
nomic royalists’ who choose our elected offi-
cials—indeed, our very form of government.
Both Democrats and Republicans dance to the
tune of their corporate masters. In America
corporations do not control the government. In
America, corporations are the government.”

Publisher of The Economic Collapse Blog
Michael Snyder forecasts US doom, seeing that
China has financial clout over the US and is
buying much US businesses and US real estate.

Professor Henry Giroux asks “Why should
anyone trust a government that has condoned
torture, spied on at least 35 world leaders, sup-
ports indefinite detention, places bugs in thou-
sands of computers all over the world, kills
innocent people with drone attacks, promotes
the post office to log mail for law enforcement
agencies and arbitrarily authorizes targeted
assassinations?”

Jade Helm 15 was a multi-state military
exercise in 2015, joining many military units,
some elite as the Navy SEALS, and police in
those states. To practice infiltrating urban and
rural areas to identify and detain citizens, sus-
pects to form resistance against the govern-
ment. A forerunner of martial law?

Former Army lieutenant colonel Allen West
and veteran of Iraq war wrote in his website:
We hear much about Social Security about to
run out of money. “How come we never hear
about welfare or food stamps running out of
money? What’s interesting is the first group
worked for their money, but the second didn’t
. . . Why are we cutting benefits for our veter-
ans, no pay raises for our military and cutting
our army to a level lower than WWII, but we
are not stopping the payments or benefits to
illegal aliens?”

—Mr. Jan Young
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place, I think. [The Clements, from
Mounds, Okla., also attended the Feast
in Branson, but at a site sponsored by
the United Church of God.]

THE JOURNAL: Did you see a show?
Cater: Yeah, we went to a cowboy

show in Branson, and we went to see a
show about Moses [see the photo on
this page.]

THE JOURNAL: Back to Big Sandy a
minute. Where did you stay in Big
Sandy [when attending a Feast site spon-
sored by the Church of God Big Sandy]?

Cater: We drove back and forth
from our home in Nacogdoches.

THE JOURNAL: Somebody said you
did special music in Big Sandy. Is that
right? What was the special music?

Cater: I did. I sang with my mom
[Brandi Cartwright] also in Branson. I
forgot the name of the song. I just call
it “O My Soul.” Mom sang and played
her autoharp, and I also sang.

[See the photo on page 1 of this
issue of Cater and his mom presenting
special music at the Branson site.]

THE JOURNAL: Did you have a good
time at both of your Feast sites?

Cater: Yes, exclamation point, ex-
clamation point, exclamation point!
Cater Cartwright, Nacogdoches, Texas.

TEMPLE CONSTRUCTION COULD BEGIN

HOLTS SUMMIT, Mo.—Some of us
attended the Feast of Tabernacles in

Holts Summit at YRM (Yahweh’s Res-
toration Ministry) headquarters.

The weather was okay. The most
interesting thing I heard at the Feast
was two sermons challenging the old
idea of where Solomon’s temple was
located (where the mosque is now).

Much Bible and archaeological evi-
dence was presented showing that the
temple was most likely about a third of
a mile from the Wailing Wall (which
was more likely a part of a Roman fort
built later).

The summary of the initial evidence
and the second message on it is at
tinyurl.com/temple777.

If this is true, it would mean con-
struction of a new temple could begin
any day, without any of it being built
where the mosque is. To give credit,
this theory and evidence were present-
ed by Don Esposito some time ago.
Gary C. Wilson, Mesquite, Texas.

FEAST IN MUSIC CITY

NASHVILLE, Tenn.—Here is in-
formation about some of the festi-

val messages at Feast of Tabernacles
2017 in Nashville sponsored by the
Church of the Great God, which is pas-
tored by John Ritenbaugh (cgg.org).

Martin Collins, cautioning us to
properly value the infinite blessings
that God has given us, warns that un-
derestimating God’s gifts can lead us to
undervalue the spiritual or overvalue
the physical.

As we prepare our offerings, we
must discern the countless spiritual
gifts God has given us, realizing that
God’s gifts are priceless. Only God can
measure what is in our hearts.

Richard Ritenbaugh, observing that
Americans treasure their work ethic,
suggested that the weariness we experi-
ence from our toil is a carryover from
the curse upon Adam.

The Sabbath is an antidote to the
weariness we experience. On the Sab-
bath we recall God’s pausing after
completing His physical creation, and
we look ahead to the millennial rest,
when He will restore the earth to its
original splendor.

David Grabbe, marveling that over
the past 25 years the Church of the
Great God has assembled a massive
library of electronic resources as a
service to the greater Church of God, as
well as to the world at large, asserted
that God performed this work at a frac-
tion of the cost incurred by our previ-
ous fellowship.

The information age will destroy us
unless we learn to manage it properly,
discarding carnality and diligently
focusing on the Word of God.

John Ritenbaugh affirmed that, in
these times when innovation and
knowledge are increasing, time appears
to speed up as well, and that the emerg-
ing, satanically inspired Beast is al-
ready beginning to wear out the saints.

If we have not yet experienced perse-
cution, know that it is around the cor-
ner. David Maas, Simi Valley, Calif.

CHURCH PROVIDES VENUE FOR
ANOTHER CHURCH’S FEAST
OBSERVANCE

TULSA, Okla.—I attended the Feast
this year as much as I was able (I

have health challenges including being
legally blind).

I attended the Feast observance
sponsored by the Christian Biblical
Church of God (CBCG), based in

Hollister, Calif., and founded by Fred
Coulter.

The Tulsa Church of God, pastored
by Steve Andrews, was kind enough to
allow Fred’s group to conduct Feast
services in its building this year.

We heard Fred every day through a
remote connection, and on one of the
days Fred’s CBCG provided a catered
meal for us.

We had an enjoyable and profitable
festival. Attendance varied from about
20 to about 40 over the course of the
eight days. Bill Wax is the local host of
the group. Leon Avery, Tulsa, Okla.

CEM FEAST CRUISE
INCLUDES JAMAICA

WHITEHOUSE, Texas—For the
2017 CEM Festival Cruise out

of Galveston, Texas, a small but mighty
group of 21 people gathered to rejoice,
hear messages and praise God in mil-
lennial splendor aboard the Royal
Caribbean Liberty of the Seas ship.

The cruise included a stop at the
island nation of Jamaica and a visit
with brethren attending a Feast site in
Ocho Rios sponsored by the Church of
God International.

CGI pastor Ian Boyne and the other
CGI people warmly extended their hos-
pitality to our group. Marla Prouty.

[THE JOURNAL plans to publish an
expanded report on the CEM cruise
Feast written by Marla Prouty as space
is available in a future issue.]

Politics from the Pulpit? Comments Invited

I have a friendship going back
over 25 years with Dixon and
Linda Cartwright. I left an active
business life in Dallas and elected

to move to Big Sandy, Texas, sort of in the
middle of East Texas. I had been an attor-
ney for H.L. Hunt (then reported as the
world’s richest man) for 20 years. Mr.
Hunt and I were joined together by many
historical events such as the untimely
deaths of John F. Kennedy, Martin Luther
King, Bobby Kennedy and Jimmy Hoffa.

I had a story to tell, but I did not know
how to tell it. I turned to Dixon and Linda
for help and for advice. Both of the
Cartwrights have significant skills in the
preparation and reducing of a story to a
written dialogue. I do not know if either
Dixon or Linda shared any of the same
beliefs that I wanted to present and ex-
press. Nevertheless both rolled up their

sleeves and devoted their time, skills, tal-
ent and ability to my soon-to-be-released
book Motive and Opportunity.

One chapter of my book covers a
politically motivated mes-
sage delivered from the pul-
pit of the First Baptist
Church in Dallas by pastor
Dr. W.A. Criswell. I would
ask Dixon from time to time
if such a political message
was an appropriate sermon
if delivered in church. Dixon
always had a ready answer,
but he out of caution would
limit his remarks to both
sides of this issue. He made
good points on each side.

I asked Dixon and Linda if The Journal
would refer to the Criswell message and
ask their readers to express their opinion

(if any) on a political message being deliv-
ered in the same manner as the Criswell
story; that is, from the pulpit.

Dixon and Linda agreed to print this let-
ter, which summarizes the Cris-
well message as follows: It
strongly denounces the Roman
Catholic Church and denounces
the political views of John F.
Kennedy because of his Cath-
olic affiliation. If any reader of
this story has an opinion on this
subject, I would appreciate a
short note sent to me (John Cur-
ington, P.O. Box 902, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, or curington.john
@gmail.com). You don’t have to

identify yourself.
Best wishes to Dixon and Linda. I look

forward to both of them sharing their
time and talent in helping others.

John Curington

Feast reports start this issue
Continued from page 1

MOSES SUPPOSES—Above: Karen
Clark, a member of CEM’s Feast cruise,
sings during a service of the CGI’s Feast
observance in Ocho Rios, Jamaica. Bel-
ow: Moses (left) and Cater Cartwright at
the Moses show in Branson during the
Feast. See the Feast reports beginning on
page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Pho-
tos by Marla Prouty and Brandi Cartwright]
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Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

E
clipse—Since the recent total solar eclipse
of 2017, this country has witnessed one dis-
aster after another in various places while
breaking all records. A quote from the
newspaper The Record, Front Page, Stock-

ton, California, is probably being said over the
entire nation for cause, when a man wrote, “Is
this our new norm? California’s future may be
more intense heat, fires, droughts and floods . . .”

The Harbinger of Disasters—It was only
FOUR DAYS after the eclipse that Hurricane Har-
vey savagely struck Texas as the following article
makes known: “Tropical Storm Harvey has
dumped more than 15 trillion gallons of water on
Texas, and counting” (http://mashable.com/
author/andrew-freedman/).

“Tropical Storm Harvey has dropped more
than 15 trillion gallons of water on Texas, trigger-
ing catastrophic, unprecedented flooding in the
Houston area. The rains have broken all-time
records, exceeding the rainfall totals seen during
Tropical Storm Allison in 2001.

“There may be no parallel available to any other
rainstorm in U.S. history, based on the number of
people affected, amount of water involved, and
other factors, meteorologists have warned.

“Due to its wide geographic scope across
America’s 4th-largest city, the ensuing flood disas-
ter may rank as one of the most, if not the most,
expensive natural disaster in U.S. history . . .”

The Monstrous Irma—Almost immediately
thereafter came Hurricane Irma, flooding Florida
and reaching into neighboring states, leaving mil-
lions without power. As the following quote
makes known:

“Irma becomes strongest Atlantic hur-
ricane outside Gulf and Caribbean ever re-
corded . . .

“Irma spun into a monster storm Tuesday
morning with sustained winds topping 180 mph,
becoming the strongest Atlantic hurricane ever
recorded outside the Gulf of Mexico and
Caribbean National Hurricane Center forecast-
ers said in their 11 a.m. advisory . . .”

Other hurricanes followed Irma with the
names of José, Katia and Nate. Though they are
now history, people are holding their breath, for
the season is not yet over.

Deadly Disease Danger Remains—Though
the monstrous hurricanes Harvey and Irma are
now in the past, the destruction and the effects
of the flooding remain.

Concern has been expressed by the medical
profession regarding the millions of mosquitoes
having bred in the waters are carrying infectious
diseases that could create further problems for
the people—one bad thing after another, as the
following scripture makes known:

“It will be as though a man fled from a
lion, and a bear met him! Or as though he
went into the house, leaned his hand against
the wall and a serpent bit him” (Amos 5:19).

Terrifying Disasters—Prophecy makes
known terrifying disasters will continue (Ezekiel
7:26)! Though there will be intervals of time in
between, there will be no real letup from them.
They will build to a magnitude over the few
remaining years that will baffle mankind as they
are now doing with the recent hurricanes and
fires breaking all
records. Mankind
will be filled with
great fear and ap-
prehension, know-
ing there is noth-
ing that can be
done about them.

The New Norm
—It was asked: “Is
this our new norm?”
No, prophecy makes
known it will only
become worse in the few remaining years before
the demise of this country, in one form or
another, such as with hurricanes, earthquakes,
volcanoes, tornadoes, fires, terrorists, even
meteors, etc., until its demise as a nation—pos-
sibly in 2026.

Massive Wild Fires Raging—At the same
time as the hurricanes, fires have been burning out
of control as the following article makes known:

“Massive Wildfires Burn Out Of Control In
Several Western States”—September 6, 2017, All
Things Considered, Conrad Wilson:

“A massive wildfire in Oregon’s Columbia Riv-
er Gorge is still not contained. Fires are burning
out of control in California, Montana, Wash-
ington and Colorado, too.”

Another Quote: USA Today, “California Wild-
fires: Devil Winds Stoke Hellish Condi-
tions,” by Doyle Rice:

“A brutal combination of ferocious winds and
near record low humidity helps feed flames rip-
ping through the wine country, fueling the dead-
ly wildfires scorching Northern California.”

The newspaper The Record, 10-16-17, states:
“The blazes were blamed for at least 40 [now 42]
deaths and destroyed some 5,700 homes and
other structures. The deadly toll could climb as
searchers dig through the ruins for people listed
as missing. Hundreds were unaccounted for,
though authorities said many of them are proba-
bly safe but haven’t let anyone know.”

This terribly destructive fire pretty much
matches the destructive damages and loss of lives
from the recent hurricanes in America–all fitting
within the time frame of the end:

The End Has Dawned for America—God

reveals through another prophet the end time has
dawned: “An end has come, the end has
come, it has DAWNED for you; behold it has
come! Doom has come to you, you who
dwell in the land; the time has come, a day
of trouble is near (Jacob’s trouble, Jeremiah 30:5-7),
and not of rejoicing in the mountains.

“Now upon you I will soon pour out My
fury (already in the beginning stages), and spend
My anger upon you; I will judge you accord-
ing to your ways, and I will repay you for all

your abominations.”
“My eye will not

spare (as God did not with
the six million Jews during
WWII), nor will I have
pity, I will repay you
according to your ways,
and your abominations
will be in your midst.
Then you shall (come to)
know that I am the
LORD who strikes (as He
did with the Pre-Flood World

and Sodom and Gomorrah)” (Ezekiel 7:6-9).
In the Interim—God promises the following:

“Disaster will come upon disaster . . .”
(Ezekiel 7:26).

God’s True Church—It should be realized by
those who know and believe the teachings of
God’s Holy Bible, Scripture reveals God has only
ONE CHURCH (Matthew 16:18)! And in His
Church are only those whom God has selectively
called and added to it (John 6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16);
a little, little, Church (Luke 12:32; Matthew 7:13-14).
And in God’s true Church the fullness of His true
teachings are believed and taught by His true and
faithful ministers (Revelation 3:7-13).

MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study your Bible
together with this last unedited book Mr. Her-
bert W. Armstrong wrote, ISBN 0-396-08773-6,
and please wake up! This could save your life from
these worsening troublesome times before us.
REMEMBER—Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus
Christ used to teach all of us the fullness of His
true teachings (II Timothy 3:13-14).

Links to websites maintained by the Church of God Faithful Flock: http://www.cog-ff.com/links.html
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are for educational pur-

poses only. Entire contents © 2017 The Church of God.

All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in mate-

rial quoted in this publication and trademarks appear-

ing in this publication belong to the respective owners

thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by

The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“Disaster Will Come Upon Disaster”
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I
n this article we are responding to arti-
cles about the postponements by Ray-
mond McNair and Dixon Cartwright in
issue No. 197 of The Journal, dated July

31, 2017.
This combination Article/Bible Study will

help us see what Judaism, the Jews’ religion,
was like when Jesus Christ started His min-
istry with the original twelve disciples, and we
will also learn how the Jews’ traditional calen-
dar has been preserved until this very day.

The best way to understand Judaism, the
Jews’ religion, is to view it from the experi-
ence of a person who was born near the
beginning of the first century in the Roman
city of Tarsus, located at the NE corner of the
Mediterranean Sea: Saul, also called Paul, in
(Acts 13:9). He was the son of a Pharisee,
whose father probably had a business and
was a Roman citizen. Paul had the privilege
of being born a Roman citizen (Acts 22:28 ).
Paul states his genealogy in Philippians 3:5.
Reading from the NKJV: “Circumcised the
eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe
of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; con-
cerning the law, a Pharisee.”

At the proper age, Saul was sent to
Jerusalem and completed his studies under
the famous Gamaliel, a Pharisee and emi-
nent doctor of the law (Acts 5:34). Paul
speaks of this in Acts: “I am indeed a Jew,
born in Tarsus a (province) of Cilicia, but
brought up in this city at the feet of
Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness
of our fathers’ law (Jewish traditions), and
was zealous toward God, as you all are
today. I persecuted this Way to the death,
binding and delivering into prisons both
men and women” (Acts 22:3-4).

Gamaliel taught Paul not only the laws of
the Old Testament, but the Jewish oral tradi-
tions of the fathers. Gamaliel did not teach
Paul the gospel and commandments of Jesus
Christ because the Jews’ did not believe Jesus
Christ was the Messiah. And, because they did
not believe Jesus Christ was the Messiah, they
did not receive the Holy Spirit on Pentecost.

Notice what Paul taught after his conver-
sion. “But I make known to you, brethren,
that the gospel which was preached by me is
not according to man. For I neither received
it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came
through the revelation of Jesus Christ. For
ye have heard of my former conduct in
Judaism (in the Jews’ religion, KJV), how I
persecuted the church of God beyond meas-
ure and tried to destroy it. And I advanced in
Judaism (Jews’ religion, KJV) beyond many
of my contemporaries in mine own nation,
being more exceedingly zealous for the tra-
ditions of my fathers” (Galatians 1:11-14).

Both words, “Jews’ religion,” in verses 13
and 14 in the KJV are Strong’s #2454, Iou-
daismos; from 2450; “Judaism,” i.e. the
Jewish faith and usages:—Jews’ religion.

The word traditions in verse 14 is
Strong’s #3862, for the Greek word parado-
sis, from 3860; transmission, i.e. (concrete-
ly) a precept, specifically the Jewish tradi-
tionary law:—ordinance, tradition.

Seeing these definitions in “Webster’s
New World Dictionary” gives us a better
understanding in English:

1. Transmission, noun, 1. a transmitting; 2.
Something transmitted.

2. Precept, noun, a rule of moral conduct;
maxim.

3. Jewish, noun, of or having to do with
Jews or Judaism.

4. Ordinance, noun, a statute or regula-
tion, esp. a municipal one.

5. Tradition, noun, 1. the handing down

orally of customs, beliefs, etc., from genera-
tion to generation. 2. a story, belief, etc.,
handed down in this way.

Paul being taught by Gamaliel the tradi-
tions of the fathers and before his conversion
persecuted the church of God because they
were not following the oral traditions of the
fathers but were following the teachings of
Jesus Christ.

The persecutions to the followers of Jesus
indicate Paul’s fanatical zeal to Judaism, the
Jews’ religion. At his first appearance as a
young man, Saul was already an acknowl-
edged leader in the Jews’ religion (Acts
7:58). This was when Stephen was stoned to
death. “Now Saul was consenting to his
death. At that time a great persecution arose
against the church which was at Jerusalem;
and they were all scattered throughout the
regions of Judea and Samaria, except the
apostles” (Acts 8:1).

Also in verse three it states: “As for Saul,
he made havoc of the church, entering every
house, and dragging off men and women,
committing them to prison.”

Reading further in Acts reveals more of
Saul’s attitude. “Indeed, I myself thought I
must do many things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth. This I also did in Jerusalem,
and many of the saints I shut up in prison, hav-
ing received authority from the chief priests;
and when they were put to death, I cast my
voice against them. And I punished them often
in every synagogue, and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged
against them, I persecuted them even to for-
eign cities” (Acts 26: 9-11).

Jesus and His disciples were not follow-
ing the traditions of the elders; this is why
Saul was so enraged against them and perse-
cuted the saints. “Then the scribes and
Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to
Jesus, saying, ‘Why do Your disciples trans-
gress the traditions of the elders? For they do
not wash their hands when they eat bread.’

He answered and said to them. ‘Why do you
also transgress the commandment of God
because of your tradition? For God com-
manded, saying, “Honor your father and
your mother; and, He who curses father or
mother, let him be put to death.” But you
say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother,
Whatever profit you might have received
from me is a gift to God,’ then he need not
honor his father or mother. Thus you have
made the commandment of God of no effect
by your tradition’ ” (Matthew 15: 1-6).

The Jews had already transgressed the Lord’s
instructions which they were told. “You shall
not add to the word which I command you,
nor take from it, that you may keep the com-
mandments of the Lord your God which I
command you” (Deuteronomy 4:2). Also,
“Whatever I command you, be careful to ob-
serve it; you shall not add to it nor take away
from it” (Deuteronomy 12:32).

Jesus also told the scribes and Pharisees how
they were wrong and transgressed the com-
mandment of God because of their tradition.

“You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah proph-

esy about you, saying: This people draw
near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me
with their lips, but have removed their hearts
far from Me. And in vain they worship Me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of
men. When He had called the multitude to
Himself, he said to them, Hear and under-
stand: Not what goes into the mouth defiles
a man; but what comes out of the mouth, this
defiles a man. Then His disciples came and
said to Him, Do You know that the Pharisees
were offended when they heard this saying?
But he answered and said, Every
plant which My heav-
enly Father
hath not plant-
ed will be up-
rooted. Let them
alone, They are
blind leaders of
the blind. And if
the blind lead the
blind, both will fall
into a ditch. Then
answered Peter and
said to Him, Explain
this parable to us.”

Continuing: “But
those things which pro-
ceed out of the mouth
come forth from the heart, and they defile a
man. For out of the heart proceed evil
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications,
thefts, false witness, blasphemies: These are
the things which defile a man: but to eat with
unwashed hands does not defile a man”
(Matthew 15:7-20).

Mark’s account reveals other traditions
not mentioned in Matthew’s account. “When
they come from the marketplace, they do not
eat unless they wash. And there are many
other things which they have received and
hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, cop-
per vessels, and couches. For laying aside
the commandment of God, you hold the tra-

dition of men—the washing of pitchers and
cups: and many other such things you do.
He said to them, All to well you reject the
commandment of God, that ye may keep
your tradition” (Mark 7:4, 8, 9).

The night before Jesus Christ was cruci-
fied, Jesus and the disciples observed the
Passover on the date the Passover lamb was
to be killed [at the beginning of the 14th day
of the first month]. Mark’s account of the
Passover is found in Mark 14:12-26. After
the Passover (v-43-46), Judas betrayed Jesus
with a kiss, and (v-53) Jesus was taken to the
high priest and those assembled with him,
the chief priests, elders and scribes (v-64).
They accused Jesus of blasphemy and they
all condemned him to be guilty of death.

“. . . They bound Jesus and delivered him
to Pilate” (Mark 15:1). “Then led they Jesus
from Caiaphas (the high priest) to the
Praetorium and it was early morning. But
they themselves did not go into the Prae-
torium, lest they should be defiled, [#3392, to
contaminate (ceremonially), defile] but that
they might eat the Passover. Pilate then went

out to them and said, What accusation do you
bring against this Man?” (John 18:28-29).

The reason the Jews would not go into the
Praetorium was because of the tradition of
the Jews’ religion. Pilate was a Gentile, and
the Jews were taught by tradition that they
would be unclean if they went into the
dwelling of one of another nation and would
not be allowed to eat the Jews’ Passover on
the fifteenth day of the first month. So Pilate

went out to them.
Remember when the Lord

showed Peter that this Jewish tra-
dition was wrong in Acts, chap-
ter 10. The Lord through the
Gentile Cornelius and the
vision of all kinds of four-
footed animals of the earth,
wild beasts, creeping things
and birds of the air were let
down to the earth in what
appeared to be a great
sheet bound at four cor-
ners. A voice came to
him, “Rise, Peter; kill
and eat.” But Peter said,

Not so, Lord! For I have
never eaten anything common or

unclean. And a voice spoke to him again the
second time, What God has cleansed
(#2511, to cleanse, make clean) you must
not call common. This was done three times
(Acts 10:1, 11-16).

When Peter entered Caesarea and came
into Cornelius’s house, Peter stated the Jews’
tradition. “Then he said to them, You know
how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep
company with, or go to one of another nation.
But God has shown me that I should not call
any man common or unclean” (Acts 10:28).

The Lord stated to Moses two things that
would cause a man to not be able to keep the
Lord’s Passover: “Speak to the children of
Israel, saying: If anyone of you or your pos-
terity is unclean because of a corpse, or is far
away on a journey, he may still keep the
Lord’s Passover. On the fourteenth day of
the second month at twilight, they may keep
it. They shall eat it with unleavened bread
and bitter herbs” (Numbers 9:10-11). This is
another example illustrating how the Jews
added to the Lord’s instructions with the tra-
dition of the Jews’ religion.

Also note that, at the time of Jesus, the
Jews were observing their Passover meal on
the fifteenth day of the first month, not on the
fourteenth day, that the Lord instructed in
Exodus concerning keeping up the Passover
animal. “Now you shall keep it until [#5704,
as far (or long or much) as; until] the four-
teenth day of the same month. Then the whole
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall
kill it at twilight. Then they shall eat the flesh
on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened
bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it”
(Exodus 12:6, 8). Also in Leviticus 23:5, “On
the fourteenth day of the first month at twi-
light is the Lord’s Passover.”

After Paul’s conversion, he did receive per-
secution from the Jews. The Jews were trying
to kill him because he was doing the same
thing that those he persecuted did. He now
believed in Jesus Christ and was teaching the
people about Christ and was not following the
traditions of the Jews’ religion. The Jews
thought they had killed him. “Then Jews from
Antioch and Iconum came there; having per-
suaded the multitudes, they stoned Paul and
dragged him out of the city, supposing him to
be dead. However, when the disciples gath-
ered around him, he rose up and went into the
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The night before Jesus Christ was crucified,
Jesus and the disciples observed the Passover on

the date the Passover lamb was to be killed (at
the beginning of the 14th day of the first month).

‘Judaism,’ the Jews’ Religion

Continued on next page
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city, and the next day he departed with Bar-
nabas to Derbe” (Acts 14:19-20).

The Lord told Ananias: “Go, for he is a
chosen vessel of Mine to bear My name
before Gentiles, kings, and the children of
Israel. For I will show him how many things
he must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts
9:15-16). Paul told King Agrippa the order in
which he preached to the Gentiles, and kings,
and the children of Israel. “Therefore, King
Agrippa, I was not disobedient to the heav-
enly vision, but declared first to those in
Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout
all the region of Judea, and then to the
Gentiles, that they should repent, turn to
God, and do works befitting repentance”
(Acts 26:19-20). Paul also states some of the
things he suffered. “From the Jews five times
I received forty stripes minus one. Three
times I was beaten with rods; once I was
stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a
night and a day I have been in the deep; in
journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of
robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in
perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in
perils among false brethren; in weariness and
toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, in cold and naked-
ness—besides the other things, what comes
upon me daily: my deep concern for all the
churches” (2 Corinthians 11:24-28).

Of the prominent religious sects that
existed among the Jews in the days of Christ
and the early church were the Pharisees and
Sadducees. The Pharisees were by far the
most influential religious sect. The scribes
were a class of learned men who made the
systematic study of the law and its exposi-
tion their professional occupation. They
devoted themselves to the preservation, tran-
scription, and exposition of the law. In some
scriptures they were called lawyers (Luke
11:44-46, 52). In the days of Christ, the
majority of the scribes belonged to the
Pharisee sect, which recognized the legal
interpretations of the scribes. The powerful
position of the scribes in the New Testament
was the result of a long development. The
scribes at the beginning were public writers,
secretaries and copiers of the law and other
documents. Baruch, Jeremiah’s scribe, is a
good example. “Baruch wrote on a scroll of
a book, at the instruction of Jeremiah, all the
words of the Lord which He had spoken to
him. And Jeremiah commanded Baruch to
read the roll, the words of the Lord in the
hearing of the people in the Lord’s house on
the day of fasting” (Jeremiah 36:4-8).

By New Testament times, the scribes held
undisputed sway as the recognized teachers
of the law and revered representatives of the
Jews’ religion. The scribes and the Pharisees
were the ones that usually asked Jesus trick
questions and often questioned His teach-
ings and why He and His disciples did not
follow the traditions of the elders.

One of the major differences in beliefs
between the Sadducees and the Pharisees
was that the Sadducees held only to the writ-
ten Law, and rejected the oral traditions of
the Pharisees.

Josephus, a contemporary Jewish histori-
an and Pharisee who lived during that time
recorded the following: “The Pharisees have
delivered to the people a great many obser-
vances by succession from their fathers,
which are not written in the law of Moses:
and for that reason it is that the Sadducees
reject them, and say that we are to esteem
those observances to be obligatory which are
in the written Word, but are not to observe
what are derived from the tradition of our
forefathers. And concerning these things it is
that great disputes and differences have risen
among them” (The Antiquities of the Jews,
Book 13, Chapter 10, #6).

The Sadducees believed that the written
Word of God alone was the seat of religious
authority. The Pharisees, on the contrary,
believed that just as binding as the Law itself

were the oral traditions of the claimed oral
teaching given to Moses at Mount Sinai when
he was in the mount 40 days and 40 nights,
along with the rulings and interpretations on
the Law made by the scribes over the years.
Notice what the scriptures actually say: “Then
the Lord said to Moses, Come up to Me on the
mountain and be there; and I will give you
tablets of stone, and the law and command-
ments which I have written, that you may
teach them. So Moses went into the midst of
the cloud and went up into the mountain. And
Moses was on the mountain forty days and
forty nights” (Exodus 24:12, 18).

Today the Orthodox Jews claim they are
the descendants of the Pharisees of Jesus
Christ’s time. On a web site (http://www.
beingjewish.com/yomtov/chodesh/new-
moon.html) was found some very interest-
ing information about the Jewish new moon
dates that they use to calculate their feast
dates today. It revealed when and why the
Jews stopped observing the crescent new
moon image that occurs after the dark new
moon phase and changed to a calculated
new moon to determine their feast dates.
Quoting from the article: “The New Moon
and the Power of Judaism”: “In order for the
new month to begin, the Sanhedrin (highest

Jewish Court) must declare ‘Rosh Cho-
desh.’ Rosh Chodesh literally means ‘Head
of the Month.’ Rosh Chodesh was declared
only after two witnesses came to the San-
hedrin and testified that they had seen the
new moon (a little piece of the moon begin-
ning to show) during the previous night. If
no witnesses showed up by the thirtieth day
of the month, Rosh Chodesh was declared
on the thirty-first day (the previous month
will therefore have thirty days), and all the
dates of the coming month were thus set.

“When the Sanhedrin realized that Con-
stantinius, the Christian Caesar, was going
to disband the Sanhedrin, one of the most
important things they did was to calculate
all the New Moons until the year 6,000 of
Creation (which corresponds to 2240 C.E.),
and made the proper declarations for all of
them. Thus today we have holiness on each
Rosh Chodesh, and on each Holiday, just as
has always been since Hashem [the Lord]
gave us those Commandments.”

The phrase made proper declarations for
all of them, meaning that the Jews’ tradi-
tional postponement rules are already fig-
ured and declared in the date for the first day
of the seventh month (the beginning of the
Jews’ civil year) for each of the 6000 years,
3761 BC to the year 2240 CE.

What actually happened is: About 358/359
AD Hillel II formally sanctified each new
moon date in advance, and intercalated all
future leap years until such time as a new rec-
ognized Sanhedrin would be established in
Israel. These calculated new moon dates are
literally a World Calendar that makes it pos-
sible for Jews all over the world to calculate
their feast calendar dates. This also means
that anyone who observes a feast calendar
determined from these dates is observing the
Jews’ traditional feast dates, not the Lord’s.

The reason why the Jews stopped observ-
ing the crescent new moon is because, by
their tradition, there must be a Sanhedrin for
two witnesses to testify that they had seen a
little piece of the new crescent moon begin-
ning to show during the previous night,
which would begin their new moon or
month. The Sanhedrin had to declare the
new month and it was going to be disband-
ed by Constantinius, the Christian Caesar.

The reason the article caught my attention
was because the feast dates were calculated
from 3761 BC through 2034 AD by Ambas-
sador College for the former Worldwide
Church of God. They state the year 3761 BC
is the base year for the Hebrew Calendar,
because, by Jewish tradition, the Jews believe
that was when creation week occurred.

Ambassador College also printed a copy
of the Jewish traditional postponement
rules, and which years are in a leap year
cycle. A month was intercalated to deter-
mine the dates for the beginning of each sev-
enth month. They calculate the first new
moon date for March or April for
Worldwide’s sacred feast calendar; all they
had to do was count back 177 days from the
Jews’ calculated new moon date in the sev-
enth month. Three 30 day months and three
29 day months equals 177 days.

You can easily check this yourself by
using the dates for the first day of the sev-
enth month of the Jewish Years found in
some dictionaries. I found them while look-
ing up the word “Jewish” in a Merriam-
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Deluxe
Edition published by The Reader’s Digest
Association, Inc., copyright date 1998.

Following the word “Jewish” in the dic-
tionary was “Jewish calendar.” The follow-
ing definition was given for: Jewish calen-
dar, noun (circa 1888): a calendar in use
among Jewish peoples that is reckoned from
the year 3761 B.C, and dates in its present

form from about A.D. 360. The dates were
listed for the JEWISH YEARS 5754 through
5773, which correspond to the Gregorian
years 1993 through 2012. This Gregorian
year, 2007, is the JEWISH YEAR 5768.

When counting back 177 days from the
Jewish seventh month date to find the date for
the first month for the years 1993 through
2012, they are the same dates that Ambassador
College calculated for the former Worldwide
Church of God feast calendars.

Most of the Church of God organizations
and scattered groups today continue to use
the feast calendars of the former Worldwide
Church of God which is determined by the
Jewish calculated new moons and postpone-
ment rules. On rare occasions (in spring of
2009 and 2018) their new moons dates will
occur at the beginning of the dark new moon
phase of the lunar cycle that the Lord creat-
ed in the heavens. We can see that their cal-
culations are not correct because they were
trying to calculate the dates for the time of
the crescent new moon which occurs sever-
al days after the beginning of the dark new
moon phase. The result is they usually do
not observe the Lord’s feast dates found in
Leviticus, Chapter 23. They observe the
feast dates of Judaism, the Jews’ religion.

Today the term Judaism or Jews’ religion is
usually used to identify the Jews who observe
the Jewish oral laws, traditions, interpreta-
tions and expansions of the Jewish written
Law. When those oral traditions were first
written down they formed the Mishnah and
became the first part of the Talmud, the Jews’
Bible. Today, the Karaite Jews, like the
Sadducees in Christ’s time, do not accept the
oral laws and postponement rules of the
Jewish calendar and they teach in their
“Karaite Fact Sheet”: “The words of the
Mishnah and Talmud are clearly the words of
men living in the 2nd-5th centuries CE and
absent are the familiar Bible formula ‘And the
Lord spoke unto Moses saying,’ and ‘Thus
saith the Lord.’ In addition to the Ten
Commandments that the Lord wrote on
tablets of stone and gave to Moses to teach
Israel, Judaism has added 603 traditions
(commandments of men) which are recorded
in the Talmud, the Jews’ Bible. In Christ’s

day, these oral traditions were not written
down but were taught orally by the elders.
Jesus Christ told the scribes and Pharisees
again they were wrong. Notice what Jesus
tells them in Mark’s account. “. . . All too well
you reject the commandment of God, that you
may keep your tradition ‘making the word of
God of no effect through your tradition which
you have handed down. And many such
things you do’ ” (Mark 7:9, 13). Judaism, the
Jews’ religion, is the religion of the Talmud,
not the religion of Jesus Christ and the Father.

The ministers of the large and small
Churches of God organizations who are
using the feast dates of the Jews to deter-
mine their feast calendars to teach the cres-
cent new moon is the new moon to observe
the Lord’s feasts are giving heed to Jewish
fables (#3454, a tale, fiction, myth) and
commandments of men.

In God’s word, no scriptures are found
that tell us the new moon starts when the
first crescent of sunlight is seen several days
after the true dark new moon begins. The
only “crescents” mentioned in scripture are
in reference to pagan ornaments (#7720). If
you have not already proved this, you can
read in Judges 8:21, 26 and Isaiah 3:18.
Then check it out in Strong’s Concordance
of the Bible and Hebrew Dictionary.

If a crescent moon image (which appears
on the right side of the moon after the dark
new moon phase ends) had to be observed
after sunset to determine the time of the
crescent new moon, how could Jonathan and
David have known in the daytime that
“tomorrow is the new moon?” (1 Samuel
20:5, 18). They probably saw a very thin
waning crescent on the left side of the moon
in the morning before sunrise and knew the
moon would be fully covered, hidden in
darkness, concealed, and invisible after sun-
set thus marking the date of the beginning of
the dark new moon phase of the moon. By
teaching the church members to observe the
Lord’s feasts on the dates of the Jews’ calen-
dar, the ministers of the former Worldwide
Church of God today are teaching Jewish
fables and the commandments of men.
Remember what Jesus Christ told the disci-
ples in Matthew 15:9, that the Pharisees
were offended when Jesus said: “And in
vain (#3155, folly, to no purpose, in vain)
they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.” “But He answered
and said, Every plant which My heavenly
Father hath not planted will be uprooted. Let
them alone, They are blind leaders of the
blind. And if the blind lead the blind, both
will fall into a ditch” (Matthew 15:13-14).

There are several warnings in the scrip-
tures to all of us about following the tradi-
tions of the Jews and commandments of
men. Notice what Paul wrote to Titus before
ordaining elders: “This testimony is true.
Therefore rebuke them sharply, that they
may be sound in the faith, not giving heed to
Jewish fables and commandments of men
who turn from the truth” (Titus 1:13-14).

Paul also stated to the Colossians, “Be-
ware lest anyone cheat you through philoso-
phy and empty deceit, according to the tra-
dition of men, according to the basic princi-
ples of the world, and not according to
Christ” (Colossians 2:8).

Most Jews today will tell you very quick-
ly that Jesus Christ was not the Messiah to
come. The apostle John tells us what these
people are in 1 John 2:22-23, “Who is a liar
but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
He is antichrist who denies the Father and
the Son. Whoever denies the Son does not
have the Father either; he who acknowl-
edges the Son has the Father also.”

Through the example of Saul, also called
Paul, we can understand the hatred of the
Jewish religion toward those who believed
the teachings of Jesus Christ and did not fol-
low the traditions of Judaism, the Jews’ reli-
gion. Today, we cannot claim to be ignorant
of Judaism, the Jews’ religion.

★ ★ ★

The above is reprinted from the Church
of God, In Truth;

Prove All Things magazine

There are several warnings in the scriptures to
all of us about following the traditions of the

Jews and commandments of men.
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* NEW BIBLE STUDY BOOKLET *

The Seven Churches of Revelation
Chapter One of Revelation begins with a series of messages from God,

given to Jesus, written down by the apostle John, then delivered to seven
churches in seven cities in ancient Roman Asia. Those messages should be
more than just biblical history for modern Christians. The messages reveal the
likes and dislikes of God and Christ, thus they provide requirements necessary
for obtaining eternal life.

Today, some church groups say they are the original church that was in the
ancient city of Philadelphia. They also be-
lieve they are living in a Philadelphian
‘Era.’ If questioned about these ideas, they
can give no scriptural proofs.

Some church groups believe the
woman in Chapter 12 of the Book of Rev-
elation represents the Church of God.
Note that verse 5 says the woman gives
birth to a man child destined to rule all na-
tions. That child was Jesus. But no ‘church’
gave birth to Jesus. It was the other way
around. Jesus started the church. When
Jesus returns he is to ‘marry’ his church
which is described as chaste, a virgin. The
woman-church in Revelation 12 obvious-
ly is his mother. Is Jesus coming to marry
his mother?

A complimentary copy of this new booklet will be sent upon request.
Address to: Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood, AZ 86326 USA

The Seven Churches
of Revelation

Martha F. Schimmel

Did You Know...?

T he Waldenses kept Sunday, Christ-
mas and Easter? They practiced
celibacy and held to transub-
stantiation and other non-Chris-

tian beliefs and practices? They were held up
to us as part of the “called out” which Jesus
Christ said He would build. They were not such.

The same book, Emilio Comba’s History of
the Waldenses of Italy, but in a different sec-
tion, was presented to us in the booklet The
True History of the True Church, 1959–60.

This sensationalism was just one piece of the
fakery of that era. This action is still part of
the agenda-legacy promulgated in this era.

Much literature is biased and just plain lies.
Have you checked the references given in lit-
erature?

Satan deceives the whole world—us in-
cluded (Rev. 12:9). Some things are not ob-
tainable (so we could not check them). But
check the “religion” section of Comba’s book
and you will get more understanding.

Lawrence G. Mumme
10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735
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far from Joy’s home. ¶ In 2009 Joy moved
with her daughter to Whitehouse, Texas,
where Paula was pursuing a change of
career. Joy enjoyed living in Whitehouse in
a spacious house where “you couldn’t see
the house from the road or the road from
the house,” as she liked to say. Joy made
many new friends at a church in Big
Sandy, Texas, north of Tyler, where potluck
day once a month was something she
always looked forward to. ¶ She worked
at a Christian ministry in Whitehouse and
supplemented her income doing property
management for a friend who owned sev-
eral residential rent properties. But cir-
cumstances moved Joy and her daughter
back close to Houston in October 2016. ¶
From October 2016 until her death, Joy
made her home in The Woodlands. Her
priority after the move was “getting
organized.” Before Joy and Paula could
get unpacked and organized, Paula’s dog,
Shadow, stepped on Joy’s foot one
January evening. Complications from that
infection, a pulmonary embolism, and
peripheral vascular disease eventually
became too much for her stalwart heart.
¶ Joy never stopped fighting to maintain
her health, to be a friend, to accomplish
her goals, to mother her daughter, to be a
Christian or to live. Her friends say she
truly lived up to her name.

Barbara Mae Marlowe, 86, was born July
23, 1931, and passed away Sept. 24,
2017. Barbara was a resident of Louisiana
at the time of her passing. A memorial
service was held Oct. 21, 2017, at First
Christian Church in Bossier City, La., with
Vance Stinson officiating. ¶ Barbara,
along with her husband Robert, were
among the founding members of the
Church of God International in Shreveport
back in 1985. She will be greatly missed.

Davina Rachel Morris, 49, a resident of the
The Grove Retirement Community, died
Oct. 15, 2017, in Forest Grove, Ore. Davina
was born July 20, 1968, in Pasadena, Calif.
¶ Davina had been a member of the Grace
Communion International Church in
Glendora, Calif. ¶ She resided in Glendale,
Calif., for several years, until she moved to
Oregon, settling in the Hillsboro communi-
ty to reside with her brother and family. ¶
She was preceded in death by her father,
Raymond Morris, and her brother, Mark
Morris. Survivors include her mother,
Beverly Morris, of Polson, Mont.; her two
brothers and a sister-in-law, Stuart and
Tammy Kelly, of Hillsboro and Matt Morris
of Polson and her two sisters, Tina Traum,
of Pleasant Hill, Calif., and Judy Griggs of
Fort Wayne, Ind. Also surviving are several
nieces and nephews. ¶ The family suggests
that remembrance contributions be made
to the Myotonic Dystrophy Foundation at
myotonic.org in her memory.

Eric Mark Jauch, 68, of Flint, Texas, died Oct.
5, 2017, of a heart attack while in Branson,
Mo. A private memorial will be held with
family in Illinois on Nov.
3. He will be interred in
the Pittman family’s plot
in  Manl ius  Cemetery,
Manlius, Ill. He is survived
by one sister, Karen Rog-
ers of Ava., Ill., and four
nieces and nephews, as
well as eight great-nieces
and -nephews. He was
preceded in death by his
father, Eric Jauch of Big Sandy, Texas, and his
mother, Hazel Riggs of Marion, Ill.

Georgia Rae Caudill of Longview, Texas,
passed away Aug. 4, 2017. ¶ Georgia was
born in Princeton, Ind., Oct. 6, 1948, to
Willard Franklin Cantwell and Jean
McClane Cantwell Bretz. She graduated
from high school in St. Augustine, Fla.,
before marrying Ruben Benjamin Caudill
Oct. 13, 1970 in Big Sandy. He preceded
her in death in 2006. ¶ Georgia was a
d e v o t e d  w i f e  a n d
h o m e m a ke r  a n d  a
member of the Grace
Christian Fellowship
Church in Longview. ¶
She is survived by two
sons, Adam Caudill and
Michael Benjamin Cau-
dill, both of Longview; a
brother, Michael Cant-
well and wife Huisuk of Copperas Cove,
Texas; a sister, Robin Anderson of Mr.
Carmel, Ill.; and three grandchildren,
Sasha Michelle Caudill, Gregory Wayne
Michael Kevin Caudill and Matthew Adam
Alan Lee Caudill.

Ira Kenneth “Ken” Brady Sr., 87, went to
join his wife Betty Sept. 14, 2017. ¶ Ken is
survived by his brothers, Will Brady,
Donald Brady Sr. and Neil Brady; his chil-
dren Kenny Brady Jr., Jane Brady Volkers,
Carol Brady Trummert, David Brady and
Jean Brady; grandchildren Christie Brady,
Ron Brady Jr., Douglas Sykes, Daniel
Trummert, Elizabeth, Robbie and Alex
Volkers, Molly Brady and Ali Geiger; and
great-grandchildren Emily and Ava Brady,
Ella and Arianna Brady, Ava and Myla
Walters. ¶ Ken was preceded in death by
his wife, Betty Brady, son Ron Brady Sr.
and mother, Mildred Haskins.

It is with great sadness that we announce
the death of pastor John W. Cafourek, 70,
on Oct. 12, 2017, in
Salem, Ore., leaving to
mourn family and friends.
¶ He and his wife,
Sandy, went to the Feast
of Tabernacles in Bend,
Ore. While there, he ex-
perienced congestive-
heart-failure symptoms.
Immediate surgery was needed, and John
underwent nine and a half hours of sur-
gery on the seventh day of the Feast. ¶ He
made it through the surgery successfully,
and the initial prognosis looked good. As
the night continued, however, his condi-
tion deteriorated, and his heart finally
gave out a little after 1 a.m. Oct. 12. ¶
John was born in South Dakota May 15,
1947. He attended Ambassador College in
Pasadena, Calif., from 1965 to 1969, grad-
uating with a bachelor’s degree. He
received a master’s degree in psychologi-
cal counseling from Southeast Missouri
State University, Cape Girardeau, Mo., in
1978. ¶ John pastored churches in
Nebraska, North Dakota, Missouri,
Mississippi, Washington and Oregon. ¶
He directed speech clubs for men, gave
seminars on abuse and addictions and
traveled as an international speaker in
Canada, England, New Zealand, Jamaica,
Australia, Estonia and other areas. He
also directed a United Church of God pre-
teen camp for children 6 to 12. He mar-
ried his wife, Sandy, in 1969, and they had
two daughters and eight grandchildren. ¶
Over the years, John used his master’s
degree in conjunction with his pastoral
work to help many with unusual issues
within the Body of Christ. He had a kind,
patient and caring way about him that
sincerely helped many. ¶ In July 2004
John became chairman of the UCG’s
Focused Education Program, which pro-
vided support for addictive behaviors,
dysfunctional marriage and family issues,
abuse and many other dysfunctions. He
authored many articles on addiction for
church publications. ¶ John was a princi-
pled and honest person. He is described
by friends and acquaintances as a person
without guile and deeply converted. He
was respected as a good listener and
understanding counselor. He was well-
studied in the Scriptures. He was consult-
ed from time to time when referring
brethren to competent sources of help for
addictions and abuse. ¶ A celebration of
life service was held Nov. 11 at Adam
Stephens Middle School in Salem.

On Oct. 18, 2017, Kittruff Kay “Kit”
Holloway died in Gladewater, Texas. He
was born Oct. 6, 1931, in Hutchinson,
Kan, to the late William
McKinley Holloway and
Zelma Letus Croy Hollo-
way. ¶ Kit worked in
security in California for
many years. In 1975,he
and Elaine became long-
distance truckers for
Mayflower Trucking Co.
until 1985, when they started up A-1 Tub
Service. Their son Lance took ownership
of the family business upon Kit’s retire-
ment in 2011. ¶ Kit is survived by his wife
Elaine of Winona; children Cheryl Cain
(Chuck) of Arlington, Lance Holloway
(Cheryl) of Lindale, and Dawn Williams of
Merced, Calif.; grandchildren Shannon
Cain Howard (Blake) of Amity, Ore., Derek

Cain (Lori) of League city, Texas, Kristie
Williams of Merced, Tim Williams (Kim) of
Merced, Keith Williams (Kim) of Santa
Cruz, and Jason Holloway of Winona; and
great-grandchildren Dylan and Emily
Williams, Jaxson and Deacon Howard,
and McKinley Cain. ¶ A memorial service
took place at the Church of God Big
Sandy, in Big Sandy, Texas, Oct. 25.

An inurnment service for Read Scott
Houghtaling, 63, of Bullard, Texas, was
Oct. 14, 2017, at Bethel Cemetery. Mr.
Houghtaling was born Feb. 1, 1954, and
passed away Oct. 8, 2017 at Hospice of
East Texas in Tyler, Texas. Inurnment ser-

vices were provided by Bailey & Foster
Funeral Home.

Tamora Syphrett died Sept. 13, 2017.
Tamora was a tremendous example of
love and faith since she was first diag-
nosed with colon cancer more than a year
ago. Her family was supportive and by her
side throughout her illness. Many
brethren from around the world showed
their love and support for Tamora and her
family through many, many prayers and
cards and other expressions of love.
Daughter Melissa Syphrett, who was her
mother’s main caregiver and was with her
nearly 24/7 throughout her illness, thanks

everyone for the tremendous outpouring
of love and support for Tamora.

Allan “Al” and Joey Levitt (ordained into
the ministry this past April 2017) from the
Saskatoon, Sask., Canada, UCG congrega-
tion, were killed in a tragic car accident
on their way to the Feast of Tabernacles in
Cochrane, Alta., Canada, on Oct. 4, 2017.
They had been assigned many duties with
speaking and music at the Feast. ¶ The
Levitts were 81 and 80, respectively, and
longtime members of the church, starting
to attend back in the mid-1960s. ¶ They

John Cafourek

Kit Holloway

Continued from page 5
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An Open Letter to All Husbands in the Church of God
Husbands, Do You Appreciate Your Wife?

The other night my wife and I went out
to dinner and while we were waiting
for our dinner to arrive I happened to

look down and see my
wife’s hands folded and
resting on the table. The
light above our table
seemed to highlight her
hands like a sun ray from
God. These were the same
hands that I thought were
so beautiful over 50 years
ago when we were first married.

My wife’s hands are still beautiful to me,
not because they’re attractive but because of
how her hands have served our children and
me all these years. I told her I would like to
have her hands cast in bronze as a wonderful
reminder to all of our family of her years of
service to us.

I contemplated how her hands have ironed
countless thousands of shirts, washed thou-
sands of loads of clothes, cooked endless
numbers of meals, cleaned up messes that I as
a man would never touch with my hands.

Her hands have decorated our house with
paintings, tiling, sewing, and arts and crafts
for us to enjoy. Her hands gently soothe my
muscles when they are hurting. Her hands
encourage me when she hugs me and gently
pats me on the back.

As I sat there looking at her hands, I real-
ized what a blessing she is to me. I confess I

have not always looked at her as a blessing. In
my younger years as a husband I didn’t see
my wife as a blessing but rather a possession.
Instead of seeing her as a helper in my life, I
saw her as a beast of burden, someone to
carry my load. I didn’t appreciate her—I took
her for granted. I expected her to serve me,
and I believed it was her duty as a wife to
serve me. It never crossed my mind that I
needed to thank her for all her hard work.

Oh, how I wish I could go back all those
years and do it over again. I would tell her
how “valuable” she is to me. A husband’s
greatest need is to feel “respected” by his wife.
The greatest need for a wife is to feel “valued
and appreciated” by her husband—that’s
what makes her feel loved by him.

Husbands, don’t make the mistake of with-
holding thanks and praise from your wife like
I did for so many years. The next time you
take your wife out to dinner, while you are
waiting for your meal to arrive, reach out to
your wife and take her hands into yours and
tell her why her hands are so beautiful to you!

My wife and I have gone through a four-
year training course at Christ Quest Institute
on marriage, and it has been life-changing for
both of us. We since have shared what we
have learned in a marriage seminar.

If you would like to view it online go to
greaterphoenixcog.org and click on “Sermons.”
We currently have seven sessions download-
ed, with more to follow.

Wayne and Claudia Speed
1313 N. 25th Ave. • Phoenix, AZ 85009 • E-mail: truckinjeweler@hotmail.com

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

How Important Is What You Know
Compared to What You Do?

“But be doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving your-
selves” (Jas 1:22). “But whoever

has this world ’s goods, and sees his brother
in need, and shuts up his heart from him,
how does the love of God abide in him?” (I
John 3:17). If one doesn’t show the love
of God, does Christ live in him?

The churches of God like to distin-
guish themselves from one another by
certain beliefs. Some think they have
the ‘correct’ form of government.
Many seek to unravel prophecy. Some
think their leader is the rightful heir to
Herbert Armstrong. Some have a fun-
damental ‘doctrine’ that only allows for
one God, others are convinced there
are two, maybe some see more.

“You believe that there is one God. You do
well. Even the demons believe—and trem-
ble!” (Jas 2:19). Having a grasp on reality
is good. Is that how the Creator
decides who His chosen people are?
Are they the chosen because they have
the right church government? Will
understanding prophecy guarantee
your entrance into the Kingdom? Was

Jesus Christ asleep when Joseph W.
Tkach was made heir? Is doing His will
insufficient unless you understand cer-
tain spirit-being relationships?

“And now, Israel, what does the LORD
your God require of you, but to fear the
LORD your God, to walk in all His ways and
to love Him, to serve the LORD your God
with all your heart and with all your soul,
and to keep the commandments of the LORD
and His statutes which I command you
today for your good?” (Deu 10:12-13). “Not
everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father in heaven” (Mat 7:21).

It seems that if you wish to be a
child of the Creator conduct yourself
after the example of the Creator. “But I
say to you, love your enemies, bless those
who curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who spitefully use
you and persecute you, that you may be sons
of your Father in heaven; for He makes His
sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. For
if you love those who love you, what
reward have you? Do not even the tax col-

lectors do the same?” (Mat 5:44-46).
“This is a faithful saying, and these things

I want you to affirm constantly, that those
who have believed in God should be careful
to maintain good works. These things are
good and profitable to men” (Titus 3:8).
“And let our people also learn to maintain
good works, to meet urgent needs, that they
may not be unfruitful” (Titus 3:14).

“For you are still carnal. For where there
are envy, strife, and divisions among you,
are you not carnal and behaving like mere
men? For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and
another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not car-
nal?” (I Cor 3:3-4). Is following men sig-
nificantly different from focusing on
government, or the “rightful heir,” or
guessing at future events, or under-
standing the exact relationship be-
tween the Father and His Son?

“If anyone teaches otherwise and does not
consent to wholesome words, even the words
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the
doctrine which accords with godli-
ness, he is proud, knowing nothing, but is
obsessed with disputes and arguments over
words, from which come envy, strife, reviling,

evil suspicions, useless wranglings of men of
corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, who
suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From
such withdraw yourself ” (I Tim 6:3-5).

The focus of the people of God will
be on conducting themselves to reflect
the graciousness of Christ, not on
peripheral issues that lead to division,
not life.

“Pure and undefiled religion before God
and the Father is this: to visit [help] orphans
and widows in their trouble, and to keep
oneself unspotted from the world” (Jas 1:27).

“Blessed are the peacemakers, For they
shall be called sons of God” (Mat 5:9).

Technical knowledge can be useful
and in some cases encouraging. Your
Creator wants to see you live your life
like Jesus lived His, selflessly. Don’t
wait for the ‘carnal,’ who created all the
divisions, to look into this for you. De-
velop your own relationship with your
Creator. Start by understanding what
is important, the Law of God. Focus
on doing His will.

CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others have missed.

were highly regarded and greatly loved.
The Saskatoon congregation is small, and
the loss of both an elder and his wife
greatly affect all the members there. ¶ Al
and Joey began attending the Radio
Church of God in the
mid-1960s, when the
Saskatoon church be-
gan. They were always
there from those early
days, front and center in
their service to the
church in general as well
as serving their spiritual
brothers and sisters one
on one. They were
always among the first
to volunteer for special
music, both choir and
duets, and Joey played
the piano for hymns for
the 50-plus years they
attended church. Al was
never short of one-liners
and groaner jokes to lighten up everyone.
¶ Even though they suffered many trials
and heartaches, Al and Joey always had
big smiles and hugs for everyone around
them. Despite being in their 80s, they
both still served their brethren with all
their loving hearts and had a stabilizing,
calming influence on all around them. ¶
They were known and loved by brethren
from coast to coast and will be missed by
all. ¶ Cards may be sent in care of elder
Bruce Bird, P.O. Box 2033, Tisdale, Sask.
S0E 1T0, Canada.

Services for Lois Lee Chapman, 81, of
Tyler, Texas, were held Sept. 15, 2017, at
Stewart Family Funeral Home Chapel in
Tyler. Minister Stanley Roberts officiated.
A private burial followed at Gladewater

Classifieds
ObituariesObituaries

Memorial Cemetery near Gladewater,
Texas. ¶ Mrs. Chapman passed away
Sept. 7 at her home in Tyler. She was born
July 11, 1936, in Omaha, Neb., to Clyde
Edward Lemon and Helen Mae Tucker
Lemon. She lived in Pasadena, Calif.;
Bricket Wood, England;
Big Sandy, Texas; Alta-
dena, Calif., Westfield,
N.J.; Provo, Utah; North
Royalton, Ohio; and Ty-
ler. ¶ Lois was a member
of the Intercontinental
Church of God (ICG) and
served as secretary on
the board of directors
for the Garner Ted Armstrong Evangelistic
Association. ¶ She graduated from
Benson High School in Omaha, and
attended Omaha University and Ambassa-
dor College campuses in Pasadena and
Bricket Wood. She was a co-owner of
Chapman Computer Services, founded in
Westfield in 1980, from which she was
retired. ¶ She was preceded in death by
her first husband, Richard David Arm-
strong. She is survived by her loving fam-
ily, including her second husband, to
whom she was married for 56 years,
Benjamin Roy Chapman; her four chil-
dren, Richard D. Armstrong II, Carolyn G.
Chapman, Cat Chapman Smith and
Benjamin P. Chapman; her two siblings,
Clyde Lemon and Delores “Dee” L.
O’Beirn; five grandchildren; and several
nieces, nephews and great-grandchil-
dren. ¶ Mrs. Chapman lived an exempla-
ry life, through some difficult trials, but
thrived nevertheless, showing no bitter-
ness at all. Many times she would show
up for church even though it required
tremendous effort on her part. She was a
joy and an inspiration to all who knew
her and she will be terribly missed.

Al Levitt

Joey Levitt

Lois Chapman

Continued from page 12
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I
n Issue 197, page 14 of the print edition, of The
Journal, an article was excerpted from the Global
Church News of August 1996, by Mr. Raymond F.
McNair. In that article, Mr. McNair covered
why the postponements are valid and binding
on followers of God to this day.

I intend to take this space to examine his article
and proofs. I then challenge you readers to come to
your conclusions on whether you can trust
any current or former of the
Worldwide Church of God
ministers when they tell
you they have the full reve-
lation of God and are only
interested in your well-being.

Some may not be familiar
with the term ‘postpone-
ments.’ These ‘postpone-
ments’ are critical to the tim-
ing of the holy days as marked
by the currently accepted ‘Holy
Day Calendar’ as published by
most of the offshoots of the
Worldwide Church of God.

As a quick review of this calen-
dar, it is based on months starting
at or very near the astronomical
conjunction of the sun, moon, and
earth. When all three bodies are in
alignment, in that order, it is impossi-
ble to see the moon from the surface
of the earth. In that configuration, the
side of the moon exposed to the sun is
turned 180 degrees away from the earth.
The side exposed to the earth is in the
shadow of the sun and therefore is totally dark.

The Priesthood of God spent centuries develop-
ing a formula to estimate this moment in time. That
moment is not correlated with the time of day at any
point on the face of the earth. It can happen at sun-
set in Jerusalem one month, and at 11:47 a.m. the
next month at the same place. The time of day on
the earth is determined by the rotation of the earth
around its axis. The time of the conjunction is deter-
mined by the rotation of the moon around the earth.
Those two actions are related, but are not in a clean
easily predictable manner.

These calculations allow the users of this calendar
system to predict the conjunction with reasonable
accuracy for centuries in advance. With the advance-
ments made in celestial observations and the ability
to mathematically analyze those observations, we
can predict the conjunction to within less than one
second accuracy. They had to settle for being within
10 minutes or less. Not bad considering they had
none of the refined instruments we have now. The
Jews call this point in time the
‘Molad.’ Don’t look in the Bible for
that word; it’s not there. Molad is a
Hebrew word meaning “birth” that
also generically refers to the time at
which the New Moon is “born.”
Which everyone reading this knows
is the start of the month. New
moon = new month.

We really don’t know why the
postponements were introduced into
the calendar calculations, but they
were. Many people think they were
so the holy days behave in certain predictable ways in
relation to the days of the week. For instance,
Atonement never lands on the 6th or 1st day of the
week. There are others, but those specific reasons
aren’t important to this discussion.

Without these postponements, Atonement can
land on any day of the week. Other violations of tra-
dition can happen if other postponements aren’t in
place. The Jews are adamant this kind of thing can
never happen, therefore they are fine with keeping
postponements in the calculations.

Mr. McNair starts by answering questions he pro-
poses concerning the postponements. His first is
“What is being postponed?” He correctly tells us the
postponements delay the start of the 7th month. His
next question is “When did these originate?” He tells
us correctly nobody really knows. He then asks, “Did
the calendar used by the Jews in the time of Christ

and His apostles include any postponements?” On
this one, he starts to go off the tracks. His last ques-
tion is, “Did God give His people the sacred calen-
dar, including postponements that would facilitate
the observance of His feasts?” On this one, well, you
draw your own conclusion.

At the end of the section in which he
asks this question, he says, “There is no
record of Christ and His apostles
objecting to the (Sadduceean) calendar
or instituting a different one.” This is
a critical point to keep in mind while
reading Mr. McNair’s article. Don’t
forget: no record . . .

Next he starts using some rea-
soning that could be valid but may
not be valid in this setting. He
points out correctly the current
Jewish calendar is based on a
combination of the solar year
(the time it takes the earth to
circle the sun) with months
determined by the ‘new moon’
superimposed on it. As he
also correctly points out,
because the time to circle
the sun is ±365.25 revolu-
tions of the earth on its
axis, and the time from
one conjunction to anoth-
er varies between 29 to 30

days, it’s impossible to coordi-
nate a consistent count of months into

one solar year.
Here is why he contends postponements are a

necessity. On page 14, column 2, under the heading
‘Who preserves the calendar,’ paragraph 2, this
heading, he says, “. . . it is utterly impossible to have
an accurate, viable sacred calendar without incorpo-
rating certain adjustments or postponements.”

Now, he has stated a truth. But he has also con-
flated the word ‘postponement’ with the word
‘adjustments,’ by which his context is the adding of
an extra month to a year. Leading the unsuspecting
to conclude ‘postponements’ are simply part of nat-
ural law in keeping the calendar in alignment with
the solar year.

Nothing could be further from the truth.
Postponements in the Jewish calendar are designed
to keep holy days in what the Jews believe are prop-
er alignment with the days of the week. The means
that to keep the months in rough alignment with the
solar year (so the Jewish calendar doesn’t drift
through the seasons as the Islamic calendar does) an
extra month is added on occasion.

To reiterate, postponements have nothing to do

with the adding of a month to keep the months
aligned with the agricultural seasons. Connecting
that word to an unrelated thought is clearly a means
to lead you towards his conclusion. All salespeople do
this. How many times have you heard emotion-based
words used to describe a product the salesman wants
you to buy? They do this to condition your thought
process, as most decisions are based in emotion, not
logic. This is a prime example of the same means to
condition your thoughts to accept his conclusions.

Mr. McNair goes into the reasons for the post-
ponements as the article continues. For his authori-
ty, he quotes Arthur Spier from Spier’s book The
Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar. Spier was admittedly
one of the premier expositors on the Hebrew calen-
dar. (Spier died in 1985.) The book Mr. McNair
quotes from is a wealth of information on how to
navigate the complex formula that constitutes the

Hebrew calendar. You can order it from, or read lim-
ited pages at, https://www.amazon.com/Compre-
hensive-Calendar-expanded-5660-5860-1900-
2100/dp/0873063988.

Mr. McNair quotes Spier from pages 218 and 219,
in three separate quotes, to explain the postpone-
ments and the implications of them. What do you
think? If a learned man, such as Mr. McNair, quotes
from nearly the end of a book that he clearly
believes supports his position, would it be reason-
able to believe he read only those specific portions?

Near the end of the article, last column, second to
the last paragraph, Mr. McNair says, “No biblical or
historical sources indicate that Christ and His apos-
tles had any calendar disputes with the Jews regarding
the calendar they were using in the New Testament.”

I want you to go back and read that again and pay
special attention to the first five words in that passage.

Now, please read what Arthur Spier, from the same
book, page 1, directly says: “Since Biblical times the
months and years of the Jewish calendar have been
established by the cycles of the moon and the sun . . .

“Thus, the Jewish calendar is LUNI-SOLAR . . . It is
in contrast to our civil calendar, the Gregorian,
which is purely solar, and in which the months have
completely lost their relation to the moon . . .

“Unlike these, which are either altogether solar, or
altogether lunar, the Jewish calendar must meet two
requirements, both solar and lunar.

“In the early times of our history the solution was
found by the following practical procedure: The
beginnings of the months were determined by direct
observation of the new moon. Then those begin-
nings of the months (Rosh Hodesh) were sanctified
and announced by the Sanhedrin, the Supreme
Court in Jerusalem, after witnesses had testified
that they had seen the new crescent and after
their testimony had been thoroughly examined,
confirmed by calculation and duly accepted . . .

Pg 2: “This method of observation and interca-
lation was in use throughout the period of the
second temple (516 B.C.E.–70 C.E.), and about
three centuries after its destruction, as long as
there was an independent Sanhedrin. In the
fourth century, however, when oppression and per-
secution threatened the continued existence of the
Sanhedrin, the patriarch Hillel II took an extraordi-
nary step to preserve the unity of Israel. In order to
prevent the Jews scattered all over the surface of the
earth from celebrating their New Moons, festivals
and holidays at different times, he made public the
system of calendar calculation that up to then had
been a closely guarded secret. It had been used in
the past only to check the observations and testi-
monies of witnesses, and to determine the begin-
nings of the spring season.” (Emphasis by me.)

The emphasized text above is
a direct quotation from the same
source McNair uses. McNair
attempts to use Spier to support
his contention that Christ and
the Apostles followed the same
calendar he and nearly every other
Worldwide Church of God use
till this day. Spier directly contra-
dicts the claim McNair makes, that
claim being Christ used THEIR (He-
brew calendar) calendar during His
life on this earth.

People, you have the incontrovertible proof the
ministers you trust know how the holy dates were
determined during Christ’s life. Yet they tell you sto-
ries and suppositions that clearly are not true, based
on the sources they had access to.

You have God’s word (The New Testament) show-
ing Christ did not dispute with the Pharisees and
Sadducees concerning when holy days were to be
observed. You know if Christ had kept holy days dif-
ferently from the leaders, it would have been used
against Him in His trial.

You know He had to follow the law, down to even
the smallest tittle, to the letter, or He could not have
been our replacement. Therefore the calendar Christ
followed had to be right, or He’d still be in the sepulcher.

It’s really pretty simple. WWJD. What Would
Jesus Do? He is our example. 1 Peter 2:21.

Now the question is What Will You Do?
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Without the postponements,
Atonement can land on any day of

the week. The Jews are adamant this
kind of thing can never happen.

What Would JESUS Do?
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His Word for guidance.
Paul kept warning the Corinthians

not to let themselves continue to be
exposed to influences that would mis-
lead and corrupt them. “A little leaven
leavens the whole lump” (1 Cor-
inthians 5:6). “Evil company corrupts
good habits” (1 Corinthians 15:33).

Don’t be yoked with unbelievers
“Do not be unequally yoked togeth-

er with unbelievers . . . For what fel-
lowship has righteousness with law-
lessness? . . . Therefore come out from
among them and be separate, says the
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean” (2
Corinthians 6:14-17).

Then Paul, apparently sympathetic to
the lonely feeling one has when he starts
worshiping separately from old friends
and loved ones, says: “And I will
receive you. I will be a Father to you,
and you shall be My sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty” (verse 18).

The bottom line is Paul expected
church members not to tolerate teach-
ings that are grossly false and false
ministers.

When Paul said come out from
among them, the reason was not only
for your own benefit and protection,
but also for your example to others.

Silence implies consent
If you stay in a church that has gone

astray, people will think you agree with
it and that you condone what is being
taught. You become a party to the decep-
tion. You are adding to the deception.
You by your example become one of the
deceivers.

God will hold you accountable.
The Bible teaches that we must take

a strong stand against listening to false
teachings. “If anyone comes to you and
does not bring this doctrine [that they
had been previously taught], do not
receive him into your house nor greet
him; for he who greets him shares in
his evil deeds” (2 John 10-11).

The verbs comes and brings imply
evangelizing and indoctrination as the
false teacher’s purpose for coming.

John was not referring to relatives
and friends with different beliefs com-
ing for a social visit. The command
“nor greet him” means don’t offer hos-
pitality, don’t let the false teacher get his
foot in the door to try to preach to you.

To allow the false teacher to preach
to you meant that you would be shar-
ing in his guilt and you would be held
accountable for that.

Heresy leaves you no choice
The above commands apply even

when the false teachers come from
within your own church. If you can’t
stop major heresies, your only choice is
to leave the fellowship of that church.

Paul admonished the brethren at Rome:
“Now I urge you, brethren, note those
who cause divisions and offenses, con-
trary to the doctrine which you learned,
and avoid them” (Romans 16:17).

Paul was admonishing the brethren,
including the lay members, to avoid all
those who are trying to preach to you
and influence you contrary to true bib-
lical doctrine.

Christ scolds the churches of Per-
gamos and Thyatira because they toler-
ated teachers of false doctrines (Rev-
elation 2:14-15, 20).

David left Saul’s organization
The example of David and Saul is

often cited to illustrate the principle of
God’s government in the sense that God
caused Saul to be put into that office. In
a sense David remained loyal, not to
Saul personally, but to the office that
Saul held, even though Saul was mis-
treating him and even trying to kill him.

David emphatically stated he would
not “stretch out [his] hand against the
Lord’s anointed” (1 Samuel 24:10;
26:8). What did David mean by that?

First, David meant he would not try
to kill or injure Saul. Second, he meant
he would not rebel and take things into
his own hands by trying to forcibly
overthrow Saul from his kingship.
David left it up to God to deal with Saul.

Obviously, no real Christian would
even think of killing or injuring a

church leader. It should also be out of
the question to consider trying to
forcibly depose a church leader from
his position.

But notice what David did do. He
did not stay around and allow himself
to be abused or killed. He fled and hid.
He left Saul’s organization. He set up
his own organization, his own army.
David openly disagreed with Saul, but
David was not trying to defame Saul.

Likewise, we must not return evil
for evil or attack our “enemies,” espe-
cially those in positions of authority.
We must allow God to deal with them
(Romans 12:17-21). But we don’t need
to stay around and expose ourselves to
harmful teachings.

Subject to whom?
In a way, even the civil authorities

are God’s government. Notice Romans
13:1-7: “Let every soul be subject to
the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and the
authorities that exist are appointed by
God” (verse 1).

Three times the civil rulers are
called “God’s ministers.” And yet, if
the law or ruler requires us to disobey
God, we must disobey the civil author-
ity. “We must obey God rather than
men” (Acts 5:29).

At times Christians have had to go
from one country or jurisdiction to an-
other to escape oppression or a wrong
ideology. There is nothing sinful
about that.

Likewise, sometimes a Christian
will leave a church he thinks has a
wrong ideology or theology and go to
one he thinks has a right theology.
There is nothing sinful about that.

Church government can
have many forms

What is God’s form of church gov-
ernment? Churches have used many
forms of government. The Bible does
not indicate that there is any one form
that is the one and only right one.

The subject of church government is
a big one, and space doesn’t permit
going into the subject thoroughly here.
The most important thing is our being in
complete submission to Jesus Christ, the
Head of the Church (Ephesians 1:22;
4:15; 5:23; Colossians 1:18; 2:19).

What is the best form of the human
government under Jesus Christ? Should
a church be headed by one man, a pas-
tor general?

If this form was clearly indicated in
the Bible, wouldn’t there be more
churches that would have adopted this
form? As it is, almost no sizable church

has adopted this form of government
other than the Roman Catholic Church,
the Mormons and the Worldwide
Church of God.

In the case of the RCC, what the
pope says carries more authority than
the Bible. In the case of the WCG,
some members rely more on what the
pastor general says than on what the
Bible says.

We’ve already established that the
Church, the Body of Christ, is not just
in one church organization. Therefore,
there is no way that one man could be
over the whole Body of Christ.

We have seen what can happen
when one man has ultimate authority
in the church. There is a great risk, to
say the least.

The bottom line: If the human leader
or leaders go astray in a big way and it
doesn’t seem like they will get back on
the right path, one is justified in look-
ing for a better church.

How do we know if a minister is
used of God? The minister must be
preaching and living by God’s Word.

We must make sure a minister pass-
es this test before we follow him. He
should be one who “lives by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of
God” (Matthew 4:4). He must be one
who “does and teaches (the command-

ments)” (Matthew 5:19).
“To the law and to the testimony! If

they speak not according to this word,
it is because there is no light in them”
(Isaiah 8:20).

Deuteronomy 13:1-4 tells how a per-
son should put any “prophet or dream-
er of dreams” to the test.

Mr. Armstrong’s independence
Let’s consider the example of Her-

bert W. Armstrong. In the summer of
1933 in Oregon, Mr. Armstrong was
being pressured by leaders in the
Oregon Conference of the Church of
God to preach and act contrary to his
convictions about the Bible.

In a business meeting at Harrisburg,
Ore., certain leaders persuaded the
members to vote to require Mr. Arm-
strong to baptize their way instead of
the scriptural way.

Mr. Armstrong told this story in Vol.
1 of his Autobiography. On page 524 he
wrote: “As soon as I heard of this action
taken, I immediately wrote a letter can-
celing the $3 per week salary . . .”

He explained that he did not leave the
Church when he discontinued employ-
ment with that church. He continued for
a while to cooperate with the Oregon
Conference, but he was independent in
his decisions about what to preach.

In 1937 Mr. Armstrong was trying
to cooperate with the Salem Con-
ference of the Church of God Seventh
Day. He submitted an article he had
written to the leaders proving that
Christians should observe the annual
festivals of the Bible.

The article was examined at a meet-
ing of church leaders in Detroit, Mich.,
May 5-10, 1937, but those leaders
passed a resolution rejecting the con-
clusions of the article.

Then the next year Mr. Armstrong
was asked to return his ministerial cre-
dentials for continuing to preach con-
trary to the resolution regarding feast
days. Mr. Armstrong did not turn in his
credentials and he kept preaching.

Mr. Armstrong always said he was
never a member of the Church of God
Seventh Day. But what if he had been
a member? That would not have
changed his decisions. His departure
was based on doctrine, not church
membership.

If Mr. Armstrong had waited
These are two examples of how Mr.

Armstrong would not follow church
leaders when he knew were teaching
major errors. What if Mr. Armstrong had
reacted by doing nothing but staying put
and hoping God would work it out?

If he had waited for God to remove
the leadership of the Church of God
Seventh Day or change its teachings,
we would still, today, be waiting for
that to happen. God would not have
used Mr. Armstrong to start what
became the Worldwide Church of God.

Why a lack of blessings?
The following is a quote of Mr.

Armstrong from a Bible study he con-
ducted in Tucson, Ariz., Dec. 1, 1980:
“Whoever is the apostle, whoever is
guiding and putting truth into the
church must be honest with the Word
of God. Now, if you ever find me dis-
honest with the Word of God, you
reject me as God’s apostle.”

Why have some new church groups
apparently not been blessed? Because the
ministers and members didn’t have the
right reasons, right motives or right atti-
tudes when they left their former church.

First, the reason for leaving should
be that the leadership of the church has
seriously departed from God’s Word.

Second, even if the leadership of a
church has seriously departed from
God’s Word, those who move to another
group or start their own group may not
be blessed. They started off on the wrong
foot, laying the wrong foundation.

Following are the conditions when
God is unlikely to bless their efforts:

When the motive is primarily re-
sentment. Beware “lest any root of bit-
terness springing up cause trouble, and
by this many become defiled” (He-
brews 12:15).

Just what do you really mean when you say ‘leave the church’?

WCG. The proposed name that I
remember was Worldwide Church of
God Texas.

As I recall, not much was accom-
plished at that meeting, and soon after
that we heard about a much larger
meeting to be held at Indianapolis, Ind.

It was at that Houston meeting that
I met Dixon Cartwright. We have
been good friends ever since. He told
me about preparations being made
for a new newspaper to be called In
Transition. John Robinson would be
the publisher, Dixon would be the
editor, and others would serve as staff
members.

It was obvious that this paper
would fulfill a vital need in the coming
years as many church members were
in a traumatic “transition” from the
church they had trusted, trying to
determine exactly what to believe and
with what church they might affiliate.

I told Dixon about the long letter
that I was writing to our Dallas South
members, and Dixon asked if he could
put it in the first issue of In Transition
as an article. I said sure. I naturally
wanted to help as many members as
possible.

John and Dixon and Shaun Venish
(the graphics editor)
were finishing the
content and layout
of issue No. 1 of In
Transition during and
immediately after
the Indianapolis con-
ference in May, 1995.

T w e n t y - t w o
monthly issues of In Transition were
published, the last dated Jan. 31, 1997.

So now you know the history of the
article “When Is It Right to ‘Leave the
Church’ ”? (It is reprinted in this issue
of THE JOURNAL beginning on page 1.)

Over the years since then, many
church members have thanked me,
telling me how much that article
helped them to understand this subject
and to make good decisions.

Birth of United Church of God
Soon afterwards all of us ex-minis-

ters and our wives received an invita-
tion to a conference in Indianapolis,
April 30 through May 2, 1995, for the
purpose of forming a new church orga-
nization that would restore and main-
tain the true teachings of the Bible.

Elsie and I were thrilled to hear
this! We very much wanted to attend
but could not afford the cost of the
plane tickets.

To our joyful surprise, a member
told us that he and his wife wanted us
to go and they bought our plane tickets.

I have expressed my heartfelt thanks to
them numerous times since then.

The Indy 300
About 300 ministers and wives at-

tended, so we nicknamed it the Indy
300. Out of this conference was born
the United Church of God an Inter-
national Association (UCG).

As would be expected, the structure
of its government, constitution and
bylaws together make it very difficult
to make changes to any doctrine. For
example, no single leader has the
power to make doctrinal changes,
much less impose apostasy on the
organization.

Elsie and I felt profound relief, joy
and excitement while at the confer-
ence. The emotion was like we had
been abandoned by our mother, but
now we were being adopted by a new
loving mother.

Rather than leaving the church, we
felt the church had left us. We wanted
to go forward in a straight line, but the
WCG made a U-turn to go in an oppo-
site direction.

The ministers in the UCG were not
ones who had wanted to start a new
church. We just wanted to preserve
our old church.

Ever since my graduation from
Ambassador College, I have loved
serving in the full-time ministry. My
motivation was never the financial in-
come.

Full immersion
I resigned from a lucrative career as

a sales engineer to go to Ambassador
College. But I have loved being fully
immersed in God’s work, being able to
spend all my working time in ministe-
rial work.

So, with the start-up of the United
Church of God, Elsie and I were happy
campers knowing we could continue to
serve in the full-time ministry.

On the very next Sabbath, May 8,
the Dallas South congregation of the
United Church of God had its first
Sabbath service. We of course were
joyful about who was there and quite
sad about those who chose to stay with
the Worldwide Church of God.

The 1995 split disrupted many
close relationships. It was depressing
to our teenage son, who was separated

from the regular church activities with
several friends.

Sad good-bye to AC
Our family and countless others

have also felt quite sad over the corre-
sponding demise of the three-campus
Ambassador College.

I was baptized on the Big Sandy
church grounds, met my future wife at
the Feast of Tabernacles there in 1962,
and then Elsie and I attended AC there.

Our wedding was there two days
after I graduated in 1966. Our daughter
and one son also graduated from AC.

I continued to serve as a church
pastor until 2009. Since then I’ve been
a full-time writer and editor for the
United Church of God.

Since January 2011 my primary re-
sponsibility has been with our Personal
Correspondence Department, writing per-
sonal replies to the letters we receive.

The importance of being humble
Frequently a writer will ask how

the UCG compares with some other
Church of God organizations. In my
reply I begin by relating a brief histo-
ry of the WCG and UCG. Generally
included in my explanation is the fol-
lowing paragraph:

“Some church lead-
ers each make the arro-
gant claim that his or-
ganization is ‘the only
true church.’ On the
other hand, we in United
Church of God believe
and say that we are only
one of several organiza-

tions that together form the overall
Church of God, the Body of Christ
(see 1 Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians
4:12). This humility of United Church
of God is vitally important, I think.”

All church organizations are far
from perfect, but I’m quite content and
pleased to be part of the team that is
the United Church of God. Partly be-
cause the UCG is the largest of the
Sabbath and holy-day–keeping Church-
es of God, I feel it is the most effective
in preaching the gospel of the King-
dom of God throughout the world.

Heartfelt conclusion
I want to conclude by expressing

my heartfelt gratitude to Dixon Cart-
wright, his wife, Linda, and the many
other people who have communicat-
ed so well with God’s people over the
years, including through In Tran-
sition and THE JOURNAL, providing us
news, commentary and articles that
have been enlightening, encouraging,
thought provoking and inspirational.
Thank you!

300 ministers and wives attended in Indy

The very next Sabbath the Dallas South
congregation of the UCG had its first service. We
were joyful about who was there and sad about

those who chose to stay with the WCG.
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Don’t ever count on someone else’s coattails
When ministers and other members

have been badly hurt, that hurt can eas-
ily turn to anger and hostility. Don’t
allow yourself to be provoked into rash
attitudes, words or deeds.

“Do not let the sun go down on your
wrath nor give place to the devil”
(Ephesians 4:26-27). The right reason
for leaving is doctrinal; the wrong rea-
son is personal resentment.

When the attitude is an egotistical
assessment of one’s own importance or
wisdom instead of humility.

Some have thought God was speak-
ing to them in a special way and the
Church wouldn’t listen to their great
insights. Some have thought they were
apostles or prophets.

When the main attitudes are self-
ish, such as greed or lust for power. A
self-serving grab for money or power in
the name of Christ is evil.

Therefore, beware of following any
leader who has one or more of these
wrong mind-sets and attitudes.

Perverse things
Deception can come from within a

church. At Ephesus Paul warned the el-
ders, and the same warning applies to lay
members.

“For I know this, that after my de-
parture savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. Also
from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse things,
to draw away the disciples
after themselves. Therefore
watch . . .

“And now, brethren, I
commend you to God and
to the word of His grace,
which is able to build you
up and give you an inheri-
tance among all those who are sancti-
fied” (Acts 20:29-32).

The “perverse things” would be
things other than what they had believed
and that are contrary to the Bible. Paul
directs them to the Word of God.

The people “from among your-
selves” could even be the top leaders of

the church. In that case the members
would be wrong to continue to follow
those leaders.

You are personally responsible
God holds each of us responsible.

You can’t gain salvation on someone’s
coattails, not even the coattails of a

church leader. “Though these three
men, Noah, Daniel, and Job, were in it,
they would deliver only themselves by
their righteousness, says the Lord God”
(Ezekiel 14:14; see also verses 9-10
and Luke 17:30-36).

You must “work out your own sal-
vation with fear and trembling!”

(Philippians 2:12). Each person must
stand up for what is right.

Some have felt that if they follow
their church leader into error or sin God
will hold the leader responsible and not
them. This is a comfortable and easy
approach. I don’t have to think or study
the Bible. I’ll let the leader think for me.

Empty words
The truth is, however, that God

holds the followers as well as the lead-
ers responsible. “Let no one deceive
you with empty words, for because of
these things the wrath of God comes
upon the sons of disobedience. There-
fore do not be partakers with them”
(Ephesians 5:6-7).

When heresy and apostasy are
entrenched in a church administration,
the members of the church must leave
it to escape that influence.

The Bible has much to say about not
following false teachers. It doesn’t mat-
ter how likable they are or how much
truth they have taught. God expects us
to use our Bible as our road sign to
determine which is the right way. When
the leader takes a wrong fork in the
road, you must not follow him.

In the sobering words of Edmund
Burke, all that is necessary for evil to
triumph is for good men to do nothing.

Summing up
To conclude, when a church (an

organization) has seriously
strayed from God’s truth
and it seems unlikely it will
get back on the right path
anytime soon, what should
you do?

Pray and fast, seek wise
counsel, and beseech God
to lead you to make the

right decisions with the best attitudes.
Then find another church, the one

that best teaches the truth of God’s
Word, that is best doing the work of God
and that is most solidly in the Church,
the Body of Christ.

Then step out on faith with courage to
do God’s will.

Continued from page 15

BACK IN THE ’50s—A photographer
captured this image of RCG/WCG/GCI
founder Herbert Armstrong in the Red-
wood Building at Big Sandy, Texas, in
1956. [Photo by Leo DuBry]

Notes and quotes

Information for several items in
this edition of THE JOURNAL’s
“Notes and Quotes” is provided

by 7th Day Sabbath Churches of
God. See 7th-day.info for frequent
news updates.

Gary Klar dies
TOLEDO, Ohio—The As

Bereans Did blog reports that
elder Gary Klar died during or
shortly after his observance of the
Feast of Tabernacles, presumably

in October.
The blog

mentioned
that he and
his wife would
have soon
celebrated
their 51st
wedding
anniversary.

“Gary tried
his best to
make a gen-
uinely better

church,” the blog writer said. “It’s
quite remarkable, really, what he
was able to accomplish with what
he was given.”

RLDEA update
BIG SANDY, Texas—Wes

White recently posted on a
Facebook page that he “is
on a leave of absence from the
RLDEA.”

The reference is to the newly
formed Ronald L. Dart Evan-
gelical Association, which was the
subject of an interview with Mr.
White that was reported in issue
No. 198 of THE JOURNAL, dated
Aug. 31, 2017. (See “CEM and
RLDEA to Carry on Dart Ministry.”)

When THE JOURNAL asked
Mr. White to elaborate on his
Facebook announcement,
he said:

“I voluntarily took a leave of
absence. In a sense, all of us in
RLDEA are on a LOA [leave of
absence] because everything at
RLDEA is on hold.”

He said the RLDEA is waiting
to “learn from the CEM board
how we may move forward to
help them promote Ron’s works.
We don’t want to do anything
that would lead to legal issues
with CEM.”

He said CEM officials have not
gotten back with him about “how
we [at the RLDEA] may assist
them . . . So everything at RLDEA
is up in the air at this time.”

CG7 worldwide
DENVER, Colo.—The world-

wide umbrella organization of the
Church of God 7th Day, which
includes the Church of God 7th
Day based in Denver but also
several other CG7 groups such
as the one based in Meridian,
Idaho, will celebrate the Annual
World IMC (International
Ministerial Congress) Sabbath on
Nov. 4, 2017.

The IMC began in 1978 to
unite the CG7 groups and individ-
uals, support doctrinal unity and
coordinate evangelism.

Cogwa planning for ’18 Feast
ALLEN, Texas—The Church of

God a Worldwide Association

(CGWA)’s pastor Jim Franks
announced plans for a new Feast
of Tabernacles site in 2018.

The CGWA, also known as
Cogwa, reportedly has five small
congregations in Western Europe
but none in Italy.

Mr. Franks also announced the
church’s plans to buy a six-acre
plot of land in McKinney, Texas, a
Dallas suburb not far from the
current church headquarters.

Feast in Africa
MYRTLE BEACH, S.C.—Bill

Goff of the Voice in the Wilder-
ness Church of God reported an
unexpected phenomenon among
the brethren in Kenya during a
Feast observance in that country.

He said the color of the Kenyan
brethren’s skin had changed dur-
ing the Feast “due to eating nutri-
tional foods.”

The brethren usually eat a diet
consisting of maize flour and rice,
but during the Feast they ate
potatoes, beans, sliced bread,
vegetables and “even some beef.”

Gooey eyes
TYLER, Texas—Vance Stinson

of the Church of God Inter-
national (CGI) responded to a
provocative blogger’s comment
that accused the CGI of greed.

“There is one reason and one
reason only why CGI are all gooey
eyed over the joining of CEM to
them. Money money money,” the
blogger reportedly posted.

Mr. Stinson’s response to the
accuser of the brethren: “Totally
false! We don’t want anything
from CEM . . . except the friend-
ship of its affiliates.”

The allegation came after the
recent announcement that a CGI
elder, Larry Watkins, has accept-
ed a top managerial position at
CEM, based near Tyler.

Continued Mr. Stinson: “We do
not in any way anticipate any
increase in numbers, whether dol-
lars or members, from Larry’s
involvement with CEM.”

Further, he said, “CEM is not
‘joining’ with us any more than it’s
‘joining’ with other groups. The
CEM board’s intention is to help
out with facilitating cooperation
between groups.”

The Thiel report
ARROYO GRANDE, Calif.—

Continuing Church of God pastor
Bob Thiel announced his church
has increased its membership in
Africa to around 3,000, mostly in
East Africa.

The Führer in Colombia?
WASHINGTON, D.C.—It’s

being reported in the national
media that a newly declassified
CIA document that is part of a
batch of files pertaining to the
Kennedy assassination indicates
that Adolf Hitler lived in Colombia
for several months in 1954.

THE JOURNAL mentions this
because of articles and sermons
in the Radio Church of God from
the ’40s through the ’60s that
reported that high-level Nazis,
perhaps even Hitler himself, had
fled post-war Germany to take up
residence in South America.

Gary Klar

Pray and fast, seek wise
counsel, beseech God to lead
you to make right decisions.

Christian living is better than knowledge
Philippians 2:10-11—“At the name

of Jesus every knee should bow, of
those in heaven, and of those on earth,
and of those under the earth, and that
every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of
God the Father.”

Predominant role
Here are some scriptures that show

who has the predominant role.
John 4:34—“Jesus said to them,

‘My food is to do the will of Him who
sent Me, and to finish His work.’ ”

John 5:30—“I can of Myself do
nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My
judgment is righteous, because I do
not seek My own will but the will of
the Father who sent Me.”

John 8:28-29—“Then
Jesus said to them, ‘When
you lift up the Son of
Man, then you will know
that I am He, and that I do
nothing of Myself; but as
My Father taught Me, I
speak these things. And
He who sent Me is with
Me. The Father has not left Me alone,
for I always do those things that
please Him.’ ”

1 Timothy 2:5-6—“For there is one
God and one Mediator between God
and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who
gave Himself a ransom for all, to be
testified in due time.”

Hebrews 8:1—“Now this is the
main point of the things we are say-
ing: We have such a High Priest, who
is seated at the right hand of the throne
of the Majesty in the heavens.”

Revelation 3:21—“To him who
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me
on My throne, as I also overcame and

sat down with My Father on His
throne.”

1 Corinthians 15:24-28—“Then
comes the end, when He delivers the
kingdom to God the Father, when He
puts an end to all rule and all authori-
ty and power. For He must reign till
He has put all enemies under His feet.
The last enemy that will be destroyed
is death . . . Now when all things are
made subject to Him, then the Son
Himself will also be subject to Him
who put all things under Him, that
God may be all in all.”

Father through the Son
Here are some scriptures that show

how the Father is the Savior through
the Son.

Acts 5:29-31—“Peter and the other

apostles answered and said: ‘We ought
to obey God rather than men. The God
of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you
murdered by hanging on a tree. Him
God has exalted to His right hand to be
Prince and Savior, to give repentance to
Israel and forgiveness of sins.’ ”

Titus 3:4-6—“The kindness and the
love of God our Savior toward man
appeared, not by works of righ-
teousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us,
through the washing of regeneration
and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
[which] He poured out on us abundant-
ly through Jesus Christ our Savior.”

1 John 4:14—“We have seen and
testify that the Father has sent the Son
as Savior of the world.”

And therefore
Since I believe information for

Christian living is more important than
Bible study merely for knowledge, no-
tice some instructions from the apostle
Paul and from the Son of God.

Ephesians 3:9—God created all
things through Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3:11—God accom-
plished an eternal purpose through
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Ephesians 3:14-15—For these
reasons, Paul bowed his knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ—for
whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named.

Ephesians 3:16—That
the Father would strengthen
us in the inner man (through
His Spirit).

Root and ground
Ephesians 3:17—That

Christ might dwell in our
hearts and that we might be

rooted and grounded in love.
Ephesians 3:18-19—That we

might be able to comprehend the width,
length, depth and height of the love of
Christ (which passes knowledge)—
that we might be filled with all the
fullness of God.

Matthew 5:14-16—You are the
light of the world. A city that is set on
a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they
light a lamp and put it under a basket,
but on a lampstand, and it gives light
to all who are in the house. Let your
light so shine before men, that they
may see your good works and glorify
your Father in heaven.

I believe information for
Christian living is more

important than Bible study
merely for knowledge.

Continued from page 3


