
Mr. Cobb is the founder of the
Church of God Restored (cogre-
stored.org), which has seven congre-
gations in Kenya and the United
States. He founded and serves as
president of Child of God Rescue
(cogrescue.org), a nonprofit corpo-
ration that operates an orphanage
and school in Kenya.

By Mardy Cobb

SIMI VALLEY, Calif.—In the
summer of 2007 I received an
E-mail from somewhere in

Kenya asking for help. I thought
what all of you are likely thinking
right now: That’s a scam. 

The E-mail asked for help with
two small congregations. It turns out
they had associated with a Church of
God group for only a short time
when tribal conflicts led to a divi-
sion. They said they were very
young in the faith. It sounded sin-
cere, but I doubted it was.

Nonetheless I began a series of
questions, calls, E-mails, follow-
ups, whatever third-party verifica-
tions I could find. It took a long
time, but, about a year after contact,
I had done all that could be done
from the U.S.A., and everything ap-
peared sincere and legitimate.

I discussed this group’s request
with my wife and the congregation
and asked everyone to pray about it.
Eventually I came to believe that I
had to visit this small group to deter-
mine the truth or falsity of their sta-

tus and, frankly, I suspected it would
be proven a fraud.

My purpose in going to Africa
was only to help with the gospel and
the small church. To be clear, I had

never harbored
any desire to
go to Africa. It
was never a
place I dreamed
about. I live in
C a l i f o r n i a ,
and, after being
called to help
God’s children
many years ear-
lier, I had ac-
cepted that this

was part of my duty. I would have
been willing to go as far east as, say,
Texas, but that was the limit of my
imagination.

Shortly after my arrival in Kenya
in 2008 I met Richard Mogendi,
their leader, and was introduced to
27 orphans who were being cared
for by the brethren in that church.

Some of the children were or-
phans because of political strife and
tribal fighting in the last election.
Others were orphans due to parents
falling ill and dying.

What a surprise. This again was
no part of my plan. But what could I
say? What would you be thinking
looking at 27 little children with no
parents and no chance for a good
life? Like me you would probably

The writer is president of the Unit-
ed Church of God an International
Association. This update from Mr.
Kubik for visitors to the UCG’s web-
site was posted Aug. 31, 2017.

By Victor Kubik

M ILFORD, Ohio—This week
[the last week in August
2017]

h a s  b e e n  a l l
about Hurricane
Harvey. Devas-
tation from the
hurricane winds
and record rain-
fall in Southeast
Texas is beyond
description.

Watching the
Weather Chan-
nel and other
news, I am very sad to see people with
their homes under water as they are
rescued in boats or helicopters. Their
homes will never be the same. As I
write this Thursday morning, thou-

sands are in shelters, with nearly
50,000 homes destroyed.

Stepping up
In the midst of this suffering it has

been heartwarming to see people step
up to help victims in this catastrophe.
People are helping their neighbors.

In the United Church of God we are
doing our part. I have been in contact
with pastor Gary Smith in Houston, as
well as elder Mark Sappington, by
phone and E-mail. I have also been in
contact with pastor Tom Kuver and
wife Pam in Corpus Christi. Our pas-
tors are still assessing the damage
that’s taken place.

Victim support
Through its Good Works depart-

ment the United Church of God is
committed to help our members as
well as others. On Tuesday morning I
met with our Good Works committee
to discuss a strategy to provide the
most-effective support for victims.

At this time the Red Cross, Sal-

vation Army and U.S. military are first
responders. I applaud their work. Shel-
ters have been opened for the dis-
placed. Food has been provided on a
large scale from around the country
through agencies that specialize in
this phase of helping.

Also, FEMA (the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency) and in-
surance companies are on the scene.

One of our attendees in Arkansas is
driving a truck full of bottled water to
the distressed area. Our brethren in
East Texas are offering to house any-
one needing to evacuate. Some of our
brethren have already evacuated and
are staying with relatives.

Good Works will help most effec-
tively during the rebuilding phase of
this disaster. We will help those peo-
ple who have lost livestock and suf-
fered severe property damage, fallen
trees and the like. There will be con-
siderable work to be done for months,
long after news about Harvey is out of
the headlines.
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Church members weather Hurricane Harvey
and assist with disaster recovery and cleanup

Ambassador campus sold
to Hobby Lobby, ALERT

Rescue the children of God

SCHOOL FOR ORPHANS—Above are some of the kindergarten chil-
dren near the front gate of Wisdom Academy, which began in Kenya in
2010, with the principal of the school, Richard Mogendi. Kenyan law re-
quires there to be no fewer than 11 grades, 60 students and 13 teachers
in any school operating in the country. See the article about the school that
begins elsewhere on this page of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Mardy Cobb]

THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites
readers to send in reports of

their 2017 Feast of Tabernacles ob-
servances.

Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellow-
ships will meet this year at several
hundred Feast sites, with most
observances beginning the evening
of Oct. 4.

You should have plenty of time
to get your report in for the next
issue of THE JOURNAL.

Mail your information to Fes-
tival Reports, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or
E-mail it to info@thejournal.org.
Or you may fax it toll-free to 1-
888-488-6603.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.

Please mention the dates of your
observance and the name of the
church fellowship or affiliation, if
any, or other sponsor of the site.

The following is part of THE JOUR-
NAL’s series of articles dealing with
the history of the Churches of God.
This article is updated from one that
ran in issue No. 38 of THE JOURNAL,
dated March 31, 2000.

By Mac Overton

BIG SANDY, Texas—The World-
wide Church of God, based in
Pasadena, Calif., announced

March 24, 2000, that its Ambassador
University campus in Big Sandy was
sold, for an undisclosed sum, to Hobby
Lobby Stores, Inc., of Oklahoma City.

Hobby Lobby in turn is leasing it to
the Institute in Basic Life Principles
(IBLP), a nonprofit educational and
service organization based in Oak
Brook, Ill., founded by Bill Gothard.
It joins some 50 other IBLP schools.

Mr. Gothard’s ministry includes a
homeschooling curriculum, family-
living seminars and a Bible-based
“distance learning” law school.

The IBLP will use the property as a
training center for its Air-Land Emer-
gency Resource Team (ALERT) pro-
gram and will operate an orphanage
for Eastern European children on the
grounds.

IBLP representatives were on site
the week of March 20, and Ron
Furhman, director of ALERT, met
with grounds-maintenance staff the
afternoon of March 26, said Steve
Nix, assistant director of ALERT,
which is based in the Upper Peninsula
of Michigan.

Trucks began moving equipment
and people onto the campus almost
immediately after the announcement
of the sale.

The remaining university-mainte-
nance staffers were notified later in the
week of March 27 that they would be
terminated effective April 7.

The sale preempts an auction of the
property that was scheduled to take
place on the campus April 4-9. Al-
though the WCG said it fully intended
to hold the auction, it had stated from
the beginning that it would entertain
preemptive offers and would cancel
the sale if made an acceptable offer.

The purchase includes all the fix-
tures and furnishings.

Bernie Schnippert, WCG chief fi-
nancial officer, said the WCG had
received about half a dozen offers
from parties interested in making a
deal before the auction. Aside from
price, another factor in the church’s
decision to accept Hobby Lobby’s
offer was its desire to see the campus
sold as a whole and used for a purpose
similar to the one for which it was
originally built.

The effect on the Upshur County,
Texas (where the campus is located),
tax rolls is yet to be determined, Up-
shur County chief appraiser Louise
Stracener of Gilmer said.

If Hobby Lobby, a for-profit busi-
ness, is listed as the owner, the real
estate will be taxable. If the IBLP, a
nonprofit institution, is the owner, the

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

TYLER, Texas—Allie Dart, who with her hus-
band Ronald founded Christian Educational
Ministries in 1995, died Aug. 9, 2017, at a hos-

pice facility in Tyler. The former Allie Driver was 83.
She was born Nov. 15, 1933, in

Arp, Texas, to James Henry and
Mollie Chappell Driver. She mar-
ried Ronald Dart Feb. 21, 1953.

For many years Mrs. Dart was
a successful real-estate agent in
Tyler. In 1995 the Darts founded
Christian Educational Ministries
to share the gospel with the world,
to evangelize and to make di-
sciples for Jesus.

See Mrs. Dart’s obituary on
page 5 of this issue of THE JOUR-

NAL as well as several other articles and photographs fea-
turing her ministry including two that begin on page 16.

Friends remember Allie Dart

GLENDORA, Calif.—Joseph Tkach, president of
Grace Communion International (GCI), an-
nounced on Aug. 16, 2017, his plans to retire

from the active GCI ministry on Jan. 1,
2019.

On that date Greg Williams, current-
ly GCI vice president, will become
president. Mr. Tkach will continue as
chairman of the church’s board of
directors, and Russell Duke will con-
tinue as vice chairman.

Before those changes, GCI’s head-
quarters will move from Glendora to
Charlotte, N.C., in April 2018.

GCI was founded in 1933 by Herbert W. Armstrong
in Oregon as the Radio Church of God, which became
the Worldwide Church of God in 1968.

GCI president to retire,
church to move to N.C.

Greg Williams

See UCG WANTS, page 4

See JUST WHAT, page 15

See CORE, page 4

Allie Dart

Victor Kubik
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Communication allowed

We, as subscribers to THE JOUR-
NAL, have been blessed over
the years in that if we sent in

ads, editorials, general information or
“letters,” those producing THE JOUR-
NAL would publish many of them.

It didn’t seem to matter to the pub-
lishers if we were in agreement or dis-
agreement. But they cared enough for
others that they did not let their own
preferences dominate. This is unlike
almost all publications of the organ-
ized assemblies. You who read this
know who they are.

I very much wish to thank the pub-
lishers. Even though we might not
care for one another, they allow for
communication when, for the most
part, we will not allow for it.

Ray E. Daly
Lincoln, N.D.

Should political incorrectness
be against the law?

The Southern Poverty Law Center
publishes a list of hate groups each
year. Besides militant, violent, terror-
ist, anarchist groups, the list also
includes many Christian groups that
support traditional marriage, oppose
abortion and are against jihad.

The SPLC leaves no doubt that
they consider Christianity a hate group
if it doesn’t embrace homosexuality,
abortion and Islam.

Although Robert Spencer has never
advocated violence or lawlessness, he
is banned from the U.K., PayPal and
Amazon for his articles critical of
Islam at jihadwatch.org.

Greg Jandrt
Weston, Wis.

King James virgin
Ray M. DeHart has made a mis-

take. His letter to the editor in THE
JOURNAL, issue 197, referring to an ear-
lier letter of mine, needs correcting.

While I am indeed more in tune
with Noel Rude than the late Ken
Westby on certain points, in no way
did I criticize Mr. DeHart “for not pro-
viding biblical scripture to support my
figure of 144,000 plus 2 in my ‘Virgin
Birth’ article” as he claims. Rather, I
asked: “Mr. DeHart, how do you know
that for a fact?”

The Bible does not chiefly deal in
facts. It deals in recycled oral, and
mostly anonymous, tradition and an-
cient narratives (some good) that may
be adopted, kneaded, adjusted, jug-
gled or rejected.

Mr. DeHart can believe what he
wants. My criticism had to do with
omitted extrabiblical supporting facts,
not a reiteration of any Bible interpreta-
tions, especially regarding the “virgin
birth” kabuki-dance dilemma: The Bi-
ble does not specify which deity actual-
ly performed the adulterous sexual act.

Since the illogical anti-Judaism
sexual encounter and resultant illuso-
ry virgin birth of a pagan “God-man”
cannot be externally confirmed, they
should be discarded.

Problem: Mr. DeHart and others in
the variable two-gods–plus Armstrong-
like movement are, according to nor-
mal definitions, practicing polytheism
by the worship of more than one God
being, whether the Bible can be mas-
saged to prop up COG models or not,
even if sincerely done.

My point: Facts and beliefs are dif-
ferent things. Why not just admit
one’s polytheism up front? Open the
curtain and justify the practice with
facts, separate from belief, opinions,
empty claims (like being a God) and
inconsistent biblical interpretations?

God created a dog to have enough
sense to smell something before he
eats it. Yet even a dog can be deceived.
But he will eventually cough it up.

F. Paul Haney
Kensington, Conn.

Correction
As a regular columnist for this news-

paper, I have had the opportunity to
watch you perform your considerable
skills as a copy editor. However, no-
body is perfect.

After the current issue of the paper
was printed, I noticed on page 3 that

you inadvertently listed some wrong
scriptures in my article (“Some Don’t
Want People to Kowtow to Them”).
The error occurred after the subhead
“Peter’s Reaction.”

While the article correctly men-
tioned Acts 10:25-26, you quoted
from Acts 20:25-26.

Cornelius’s mistake was listed in
Acts 10:25.

Acts 10:25: ”As Peter was coming
in, Cornelius met him and fell down at
his feet and worshiped him.”

Peter’s reaction was listed in verse
26: “But Peter lifted him up, saying,
‘Stand up; I myself am also a man.’ ”

Thank you for the service you pro-
vide for the Church of God.

Dave Havir
Big Sandy, Texas

Postponements are not biblical
Re “Outlook on Postponements Af-

fects Festival Observances,” “Are
Postponements in the Bible?,” and
“Raymond McNair Defines and De-
fends the Postponements” (all in issue
No. 197, July 31, 2017), let me first
quote your statement in the first article.

“Postponements,” you say, “are reg-
ulations built into the Jewish calendar
that can delay for up to two days the
beginning of the year. The rules—four
of them—were placed there under the

direction of a rabbi named Hillel II in
A.D. 358 when the Sanhedrin was dis-
banded. The postponements were part
of the calculations established at that
time for Jews to determine the times to
observe the festivals.”

This alone more than suffices to
prove that “postponements” in the
Jewish calendar are not biblical. No
man or group of men has the authori-
ty to “postpone” any of God’s festi-
vals. These festivals were ordained by
Him, who is perfect.

In my essay “It’s About Time to
Revisit the Timing of the Annual Holy
Days” (Issue No. 192, Feb. 28, 2017)
I quoted Breaking Israel News (March
15, 2016), which reported that the
Sanhedrin now is “in the process of
correcting the Hebrew calendar.”

The reason? “It is remarkable that
Hillel II’s calculations stood for as
long as they did. However, 1,700 years
later there are discrepancies between
his calendar and astronomical reality.
This is a serious problem the San-
hedrin is taking steps to gradually fix.”

To this day, however, I have not
read any of the steps taken by the San-
hedrin.

Mr. McNair’s statements are re-
vealing: “The origin of the postpone-
ments is not revealed, either in the
Bible or by secular history. The word
postponement or its modern Hebrew
equivalent, dehia, is not found in the
Bible.” And “The Bible itself says
nothing about postponements.”

This being the case, why did certain
fallible men like Hillel II introduce
postponements? 1 Corinthians 4:6
warns us “not to think beyond what is
written.” In my essay I said:

“The Israelites observed God’s
feasts in their appointed times from
1446 B.C., the Exodus year, to 586

B.C., the year of the Jews’
exile to Babylon—a total
of 860 years—without any

‘postponements’ or ‘in-
tercalation.’

“But, after just 70
years of exile, the

Jews had changed God’s
calendar insofar as His

annual holy days are con-
cerned. By then, the Jews
had learned to ‘postpone’
certain holy days like Pass-
over and to ‘intercalate’ by
adding, every three or so
years, one month to the 12

months of the original year.”
In those 860 years there is no

reported confusion or problem with
respect to the days the annual holy
days are to be observed. Neither was
there a problem with respect to any of
the four postponement rules men-
tioned by Mr. McNair.

The problem started with the Baby-
lonian exile, when the Jews, to whom
the oracles of God had been entrusted,
were (certainly) influenced by the
pagan practices and traditions of their
captors.

It is safe to say that the captive Jews
did not have the freedom to observe
God’s holy days like they used to
while in Babylon.

In all things it’s wise to remember
the simple indisputable fact stated in
Isaiah 55:8-9:

“ ‘For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, nor are your ways My
ways,’says the LORD. ‘For as the heav-
ens are higher than the earth, so are
My ways higher than your ways, and
My thoughts than your thoughts.’ ”

Max Noble
Bacoor, Philippines

Did you notice?
I saw it. It was the very, very thin

crescent of the moon, which starts,
and is, the new month. (Moon and

month are the same word in Hebrew.)
If the greenery is not there for the

new year, then it is postponed. (That is
the only postponement as the month
Abib begins with greenery foliage.

No complete calculations were
given to Moses, Aaron or Joshua. The
crescent new moon was always the
indicator, not a so-called junction.

The Bible is our directory and hand-
book. The Colossians had been taught
by Paul and were not to take other
directions (Colossians 2:16). So look
for that very thin crescent moon to
start your month.

Lawrence G. Mumme
Tucson, Ariz.

What’s in a name?
I write in response to Brian Harris’s

letter in THE JOURNAL dated July 31,
2017, issue No. 197, where he com-
mented on my previous article con-
cerning God’s 7,000-year plan. As Mr.
Harris says himself, he assumes a lot
about me.

I was born and brought up in colonial
Central Africa, raised in the Church of
England. When I asked my mother why
she named me Kathleen, she replied,
“Because I liked the name.”

I accept that my name is Irish, but
there is no Roman Catholic connota-
tion. My husband, Lewis McCann,
traces his surname to Northern Ireland,
but the closest his family came to the
Protestant Church was Nonconformist.

With regard to “the end times,” I do
apologize if I gave the impression that I
do not believe we are living in “the end
times,” which was never my intention.
My purpose was to draw attention to
the fact that in Greek there are two
types of time, one chronological
(chronos) and one that depends on an
appreciation of the appropriate moment

for something to happen (kairos).
As God the Father lives outside of

time and space, He is not so much con-
cerned with chronos as with kairos.

Hence my understanding of the
moment when Jesus Christ will be
sent back to earth by the Father is
more dependent on when the Father
sees fit than on a chronological num-
ber of years.

Kathleen McCann
Milton Keynes, England

Which Catholic order
taught Vice President Pence?

In response to “Which Catholic
Order Taught Vice President Pence?”
[in the letters section of issue 197] I
first noticed the writer refused to give
JOURNAL readers a name, which leaves
me to wonder if this response is from
the Catholic Church, known for con-
tending every negative article.

I notice the main points of my arti-
cle [in issue 192] are not disputed, that
there is strong “Vatican involvement
in U.S. politics.”

The Catholic Church obviously
was working hard to have the leading

Protestant candidate lose the presi-
dency in favor of one of their own
candidates, even with the pope de-
nouncing Mr. Trump.

Both contenders for the vice presi-
dency were emboldened Roman Cath-
olics.

In a quick Google search you will
find both candidates for vice president
mentioned as Jesuits, Tim Kaine more
than Mr. Pence. Mr. Pence has fol-
lowed Jesuit advice to go outside of
the Catholic Church to join an evan-
gelical church to make himself more
politically acceptable, as many Protes-
tant voters still refuse to vote for Cath-
olic representatives.

The writer did the necessary re-
search to give the Catholic schools
that Mr. Pence attended, but that usu-
ally is not all of the story because can-
didates are reportedly trained to run
for office by the Jesuits.

Also, it is reported that Mr. Pence
may run against President Trump in
the next election.

Be sure to read “The Silent Inva-
sion,” which I hope will appear soon
in THE JOURNAL and can be found on
page 2 of “Librarian’s Comments” at
US-Britishfuture.com.

Brian Harris
Oceanside, Calif.

The tragedy of ghosting
I was especially touched by what I

felt was a most excellent article on
“ghosting” by Benjamin Corey [in
issue 197, page 3].

I’d never heard that term before
and, whether he created that term to
describe the situation he presented, I
can’t imagine that it could have been
presented more accurately, thoroughly
and spot on.

What he and his family have been

through could not have been more
poignantly or effectively conveyed.
Only those who’ve been wrongly sent
to prison and experienced similar shun-
ning and abandonment could know the
full depth of what Brother Corey was
expressing and went through.

It’s a somewhat different factual
scenario, but the same dynamics are at
play. I suggest connecting with others
who have been similarly ghosted and
are no doubt experiencing some of the
same anguish and sense of injustice.

Why not even establish a forum
where such connections can be made?
I believe some really great bonds of
friendship can be found there, includ-
ing for the children who are perhaps
the hardest hit with the suffering and
loss involved.

Free Lazor
Soledad, Calif.

Hebrews 13:3
I’m asking for the Body of Mash-

iyach Yahusha to pray to Yahuah in
Yahusha’s name that John Joseph
Adkins, also known as Darash Yahu,
will get his international prison transfer
to his maternal homeland of Canada to
lighten the yoke of this 55-to-100-year
sentence of which 20-plus have been
served under violent conditions.

John Joseph Adkins
Ionia, Mich.
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I saw something amazing
The writer is a longtime Church

of God member and elder in the
Church of God Kansas City, which
meets in Independence, Mo.

By Ramon Coleman

SMITHVILLE, Mo.—Since I
am one of those lucky ones
who live in the path of the total

eclipse of Aug. 21, 2017, I was able
to make the event a part of my life.
Following are some thoughts sur-
rounding that day.

A friend and I were invited to a
party in Kansas City. The event be-
gan as a festive opportunity for fel-
lowship. There were food and drinks
with bluegrass music playing in the
background. Every few minutes we
would put on our funny-looking

clown glasses, stumble around until
we could look up into the sky and
see how much of the moon was cov-

ering the sun.
After about an
hour, the food
a n d  d r i n k s
stopped, the mu-
sic stopped, and
everyone had
his clown glass-
es on staring at
the sun.

Finally an
amazing sight
happened. This

huge planet, or more correctly a
moon, had moved in between us and
the sun and we could no longer see

See ONE SOMETIMES, page 15

The writer served as managing
editor of Tomorrow’s World, The
Good News and The Plain Truth,
magazines published by the World-
wide Church of God. He served in
the WCG ministry in Edmonton and
Calgary, Alta., Canada; Tulsa and
Ponca City, Okla.; and Pasadena,
Calif. He sat on the board of Am-
bassador College and served as sec-
retary of the doctrinal committee of
the WCG. Mr. Armstrong fired Mr.
Knowles only once.

This article is reprinted from issue
No. 8 of THE JOURNAL, dated Sept.
25, 1997.

By Brian Knowles

ARCADIA, Calif.—“Well, Bri-
an, I guess am a sort of pope,
aren’t I?”

Herbert W. Armstrong was sitting
at his desk reviewing Plain Truth
copy with me. It was either 1978 or
1979. I was serving as managing edi-
tor of the Worldwide Church’s flag-
ship publication.

Mr. Armstrong took a personal in-
terest in every word that appeared in it.

He then elaborated on his discovery
that he could detect similarities be-
tween himself and the pontiff: “Brian,
I have reserved the setting of all doc-
trine to myself.”

Somewhere in the course of a con-
versation that was mainly a mono-
logue, he moved on to more-mundane
subjects, in this case copy-editing style.

“The word devil is always capital-
ized!” he exclaimed.

“Have you looked at Matthew 4
lately, Mr. Armstrong,” I asked po-
litely.

“Well, no, I haven’t,” he replied in
his apostolic baritone. 

With that he
picked up his
King James Ver-
sion and the mag-
nifying glass he
kept handy. Mr.
Armstrong was
blind in one eye,
and his vision in
the other  was
dim at best. One
eyelid drooped:
the one that cov-

ered his good eye.
To his glasses was attached a small

metal device he could use to keep the
eyelid open while he read with a com-
bination of his spectacles and the mag-
nifying glass.

It took him some time to get posi-
tioned so that he could perceive the
first five verses of Matthew 4. After a
long, slow read, Mr. Armstrong looked
at me and said, “Well, I guess it’s not
capitalized there.”

If you check it out in your Strong’s
Exhaustive, you’ll discover that in the
King James Version devil is capital-
ized only two out of the 59 times it
appears.

Trip to Tucson
It’s not a big point, but it illustrates

one. By the mid-’70s Mr. Armstrong
had a limited capacity to study Scrip-
tures and even to read.

He was running mostly on memory
and momentum.

His short-term recollection often
failed him. On one occasion he denied
from the pulpit that Wayne Cole, Rob-
ert Kuhn and I had been to see him in
Tucson about the “STP,” the Sys-
tematic Theology Project. We had all
gone together in Mr. Armstrong’s own
plane, but guess who people believed.

On another occasion he denied hav-
ing attended the Feast in Florida. That
people were able to produce video-
tapes of his preaching there didn’t
seem to phase him.

One day I spent 11 hours with Mr.
Armstrong mostly reviewing his edi-
torial for an issue of The Plain Truth.
He took a lunch break to go to The
Chronicle, a restaurant in Pasadena.
(First he invited me to accompany
him, then he disinvited me.)

The editorial, or “personal,” was
essentially the same content he had in-
cluded in many previous personals, ser-
mons, articles and books. I used to say
he had only one sermon and he just
gave various parts of it at various times.

The point of saying this is that in
his later years Mr. Armstrong wasn’t
able to study much or to think critical-

Columns and commentary

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—While I
believe that the study of proph-
ecy has great value, I conclude

that most people who are interested
in prophecy (including many prophe-
cy presenters) derive little of the in-
tended value.

Too many religious people have the
following views about prophecy.

“Nah, nah, nah, nah, nahhhh, nah.
I know more than you do.”

Pride. Artificial means of self-worth.
“When this prophecy comes true,

I am going to be protected in one spe-
cial physical location called a ‘place of
safety,’ which you will discover only if
you attend our ‘one true church.’ ”

Fear. Susceptible to being controlled.
“When this prophecy comes true,

you will get what you have coming to
you.”

Lack of mercy. A warped view of
justice.

Changed behavior
It is my perspective that the value of

prophecy is changed behavior, which
is often described as repentance.

Consider the Olivet Prophecy of
Matthew 24-25.

Matthew 24 includes some com-
ments about timing.

Matthew 24:3: “When will these
things be?”

Matthew 24:15: “When you see . . .”
Matthew 24:32-33: “When its

branch has already become tender and
puts forth leaves, you know that summer
is near . . . When you see all these things,
know that it is near, at the very doors.”

Matthew 24 and 25 include encour-
agement to change behavior.

Matthew 24:45-51: Faithful ser-
vant and evil servant.

Matthew 25:1-13: Wise virgins
and foolish virgins.

Matthew 25:14-30: Distribution
of talents.

Matthew 25:34-46: Serving the
King.

No visions of the heart
So we recognize that the study of

prophecy is meant to bring people value.

People who are familiar with my
writing and speaking are probably
familiar with my approach to prophecy.

I am interested in hearing the
prophecy interpretations of people.

I have no interest in hearing the
prophecy interpretations of people
who claim to speak for God with their
dogmatic proclamations.

At times I am willing to share my
interpretations of prophecy, but I have
learned to avoid the mistake of being a
dogmatic proclaimer. Every dogmatic
proclaimer I have heard (including those
among the Church of God) has proven to
earn the classification of a false prophet.

Instead of overwhelming you with
a list of scriptures, let me
briefly quote just
three scriptures
that have influ-
enced my rec-
ommended ap-
proach.

Jeremiah 23:16
—“Thus says the LORD
of hosts: ‘Do not listen to
the words of the prophets
who prophesy to you. They
make you worthless; they speak a
vision of their own heart, not from the
mouth of the LORD.’ ”

Jeremiah 23:21—“I have not sent
these prophets, yet they ran. I have not
spoken to them, yet they prophesied.”

Revelation 22:18-19—“For I testify
to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to
these things, God will add to him the
plagues that are written in this book;
and if anyone takes away from the
words of the book of this prophecy, God
shall take away his part from the Book
of Life, from the holy city, and from the
things which are written in this book.”

Four faces
This brings me to the purpose of this

article. I would like to remind you about
some ideas that you could use as a
guideline to studying prophecy. I call the
approach the “four faces” of prophecy:

Lesson to the historical audience.
Lesson to the nation where you

live today.
Lesson to the present Church of

God.
Lesson to you personally.

Highlighted scripture
For the sake of an example, let’s

use Zephaniah 3:2, which warns peo-
ple who want to please God.

Zephaniah 3:1-2—“Woe to her
who is rebellious and polluted, to the
oppressing city! She has not obeyed
His voice, she has not received correc-
tion; she has not trusted in the LORD,
she has not drawn near to her God.”

I recommend that Bible students
regularly compare the wording in Bi-
ble translations to gain the best lesson
possible. In this instance, let’s com-
pare the New King James Version and
the James Moffatt translation:

Not obeyed His voice: Deaf to My
voice.

Not received correction:
She will take no correction.

Not trusted in the Lord:
She has no faith in the

Eternal.
Not drawn near to

her God: She has never
gone to her God.

Historical audience
I recommend that

a Bible student regu-
larly begin with the his-

torical audience.
Who is the historical audience?

Zephaniah 1:1: In the days of
Josiah, king of Judah.

Jeremiah 1:1-3: In the days of
Josiah, king of Judah.

Zephaniah 1:4 to 2:3: Judgment
on the nation of Judah.

Zephaniah 2:4-15: Judgment on
the nations surrounding Judah.

Zephaniah 3:1-7: Judgment on
the city of Jerusalem.

2 Kings 23:4-5: Josiah com-
manded Hilkiah the high priest to
remove the idolatrous priests.

Jeremiah 22:21: They did not
obey His voice.

Jeremiah 5:3: They refused to
receive correction.

Jeremiah 9:23-24: They trusted
in wisdom, might and riches instead of
trusting in the Lord.

Jeremiah 32:33: They turned
their back to God.

Nation where you live
Someone could ask: “How can I know

Mrs. McCann lives in England
with her husband, Lewis. They have
been in God’s church since 1975.
She recently graduated with a B.A.
honors degree from The Open Uni-
versity. She receives mail at 100702.
2766@compuserve.com.

By Kathleen McCann

M ILTON KEYNES, En-
gland—We have been
taught that grace means

unmerited par-
don, and so it
does. But I
was astounded
when it came
to my attention
that the word
means much
more.

Hebrew and
Greek

T h e  H e -
brew word is chen (Strong’s No.
2580), and it means favor, grace,
graciousness, kindness, beauty and
affectionate regard.

The Greek word is charis (No.
5485), something that causes rejoic-
ing. It signifies unmerited favor,
undeserved blessing, a gift with no
strings attached.

Forgiving frame of mind
The implications here are enor-

mous in terms of our relationship
with God and each other. God’s love
for us is not only about forgiving sin,
but He is fond of us. Moreover, what

enables us to be fond of one another
has much to do with a forgiving
frame of mind.

Lack of affection in the end times?
If in “the end times” there is a

lack of natural affection, as we have
been taught there would be, does
this mean that we lack grace in these
final days?

“But know this, that in the last
days perilous times will come: For
men will be lovers of themselves,
lovers of money, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents,
unthankful, unholy, unloving, unfor-
giving [irreconcilable], slanderers,
without self-control, brutal, despis-
ers of good, traitors, headstrong,
haughty, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying its power.
And from such people turn away!”
(2 Timothy 3:1-5).

The above five verses are a con-
siderable indictment against our
Western society.

How did the West come to be
immersed in such miserable behav-
ior, hurting and damaging ourselves
and others? It must be because we
have turned our backs on God and,
more specifically, on His forgive-
ness. Not seeing anything wrong
with our behavior, we see no need of
forgiveness.

My Bible explains the word per-
ilous in 2 Timothy 3:1 as “harsh, sav-
age, difficult, dangerous, painful,
fierce, grievous, hard to deal with.

Grace: the basis of all
good relationships

Former PT editor remembers Mr. Armstrong

“We wouldn’t be standing in this line if you’d
bought first-class tickets like I told you!”

Consider these ‘four faces’ of prophecy

Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.
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Brian Knowles

See BEGIN YOUR STUDY, page 15

Ramon Coleman

See HWA’S STREET, page 13

See IS GRACE, page 13
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UCG wants to set example in providing compassionate assistance
Continued from page 1

Core of Big Sandy property deeded to RCG by Buck Hammer
property will be tax-exempt. During
the years the WCG operated it as a
college or university, the property was
tax-exempt. When the university
closed in 1997 the property went back
on the tax rolls.

Mrs. Stracener said she would not
know the answers to these questions
until after meeting with representa-
tives of the new owners.

Hobby Lobby is a family-owned
corporation with 225 stores that spe-
cialize in home decorations, arts and
crafts and wedding supplies. 

“We are pleased that the campus
has been sold essentially intact,” Dr.
Schnippert said, and added that “it
would have broken our hearts to see it
sold off parcel by parcel, although we
were prepared to do whatever we
needed in order to maximize the pro-
ceeds from the sale.”

All parties have agreed not to dis-
close the sale price, he said, “in order
to focus attention on the new mission
for the campus and not upon the
money involved in the transaction,”
However, the WCG will disclose the
various details of the sale, including
price, with its members “at a later date
that’s more appropriate,” he said.

Replacement cost of the campus
was estimated to be $65 million, but
the sale price is believed to have been
much lower.

Rumors in Big Sandy had it that the
grounds sold for more than $50 million.
A Dallas newspaper had speculated the
price was between $20 million and $40
million. However, an unconfirmed re-
port from a source THE JOURNAL con-
siders reliable (and who wishes to re-
main anonymous) told this newspaper
the campus sold for $8.5 million.

THE JOURNAL asked Dr. Schnippert
about the $8.5 figure. He said he re-
fused to confirm or deny its accuracy.

He said that the deal was consum-
mated and cash changed hands before
a press release went out the night of
March 24.

“People will invariably ask whether
we regained our investment in the
property,” Dr. Schnippert said. “The
church never invested its resources in
the university with the intent of gain-

ing a finan-
cial profit.
On the con-
trary, our mis-
sion was to
invest in a
v a l u e s -
b a s e d ,
Christ-cen-
tered educa-
tional expe-
rience for
young peo-
ple who could
then use it
for produc-
tive purpos-

es in society. Measured in those terms,
every penny spent on the campus and
our students was a wise investment,
one that has provided society and us
with a wonderful and immeasurable
return that we will continue to benefit
from for years to come.”

The new owner, Hobby Lobby, and
the corporation it leases the property
to, Institute in Basic Life Principles,
said they plan to make use of the
property primarily for two missions: 

■ As a training facility for young
men for local, national and interna-
tional emergency response. 

■ As an orphanage for Russian and
Romanian children.

Spokesmen said the organizations
believe the two programs will make
good and full use of the entire campus
and all of its facilities.

According to Ron Fuhrman, found-
er and director of the Air-Land Emer-
gency Resource Team, he saw a need
to “challenge and train young men to
be givers rather than takers.”

He designed ALERT, he said, to
train qualified young men to respond
to disasters and other emergencies.

Steve Nix, the assistant director of
ALERT, said about 155 young men

are enrolled in ALERT, which has a
staff of 40.

“Counting family members, that
means there are probably about 100
who will move down [to Big Sandy],
in addition to students,” he said.

Dr. Schnippert said the Worldwide
Church of God, which opened the
campus in 1964, is ready to move on.
The original property was deeded to
the Radio Church of God by Buck
Hammer of Gladewater, Texas.

As for what the church plans to do
with the money from the sale, accord-
ing to Dr. Schnippert “the proceeds,
while measured of course in the mil-
lions of dollars, are in fact a modest
sum when compared to the scope of
the church’s worldwide operations
and will not appreciably change our
balance sheet.” 

Rather than being used to fund
some new enterprise, Dr. Schnippert
said the moneys will add to the
church’s general fund and be used to
further the church’s mission of
preaching the gospel and to support its
local and international congregations.

Reactions to the sale
Ronald Dart of White House, Texas,

speaker on the Born to Win radio pro-
gram and founder of Christian Edu-
cational Ministries, who was deputy
chancellor (the equivalent of president)
of Ambassador College, Big Sandy, in
the mid-1970s, said he has been “out of
the loop with regard to Ambassador”
for decades (he left the WCG in 1978)
and he doesn’t know much about Mr.
Gothard’s ministry.

“I have heard, though, that they
plan to operate it partially as an or-
phanage for Eastern European chil-
dren,” he said to a JOURNAL writer.
“Who could take issue with that?”

Scott Ashley of Arvada, Colo., a
1976 graduate of Ambassador and

managing editor of the UCG’s The
Good News magazine, said the trans-
fer of ownership “marks another sad
day in the WCG organization’s con-
tinuing demise.

“I wonder when the WCG’s leaders
will wake up and ask themselves,
‘Why isn’t God blessing what we’re
doing?’ ”

Attended Gothard seminar
Loren Weinbrenner of Big Sandy,

for decades a member of the Church
of God, said he attended a Gothard
seminar in the early 1990s.

Mr. Weinbrenner, who attends Sab-
bath services with the UCG congre-
gation that meets in Gilmer, said he
is impressed with the Gothard organ-
ization.

The Gothard seminars on “basic life
principles” are “what Ambassador Col-
lege should have been,” he said.

Mr. Weinbrenner thinks Mr. Goth-
ard teaches morals and values that
Church of God members can general-
ly subscribe to, with the exception that
he does not observe the Sabbath.

“I am very thankful that a group
like this bought it after Joseph Tkach
destroyed it,” Mr. Weinbrenner said.

Dr. Donald Ward of Hawkins,
Texas, who was the next-to-last
president of Ambassador, told THE

JOURNAL he would have no comment
on the sale.

The WCG is also in the process of
selling its headquarters campus and
the site of the original Ambassador
College in Pasadena, Calif.

Legacy Partners, a development
company, plans to transform the 40-
acre grounds into an “urban village,”
razing the administration building,
classrooms and other structures, leav-
ing only historic old mansions and the
Ambassador Auditorium.

NEW CHAPLAIN—Above: Bennie
J. McWha was the chaplain for the
Big Sandy branch of the Institute in
Basic Life Principles (IBLP), which
in 2000 set up shop on the former
Ambassador University grounds in
East Texas. Above right: This is one
of four statues of owls that graced
the corners of the roof of the Joseph
W. Tkach Administration Building on
the former Ambassador grounds.
THE JOURNAL questioned IBLP offi-
cials concerning the significance of
the owls. They said they were there
when they moved in, that perhaps
they were meant to frighten wood-
peckers. [JOURNAL photos by Dixon
Cartwright and Mac Overton]

Helping out
If you would like to help out, you can

contribute to the Good Works U.S. Di-
saster Assistance Fund. You can con-
tribute online at www.ucg.org/members/
service-projects/us-disaster-assistance.

If contributing by mail to Good Works,
please specify Harvey Disaster Relief.
The first contribution to Harvey disaster
relief came from Zambia when our pastor
Derrick Pringle told us to redirect the
monthly operating subsidy we give the
Copperbelt churches to Harvey Relief.

Contributions that have been sent to
LifeNets (a nonprofit organization that
assists the UCG in some projects) will
be combined with Good Works in a
cooperative effort to help people get
back on their feet.

I would like to share a few reports
from pastors.

Gut wrenching
From Gary Smith, pastor, Houston,

Texas, Aug. 31, 2017:
“The Hurricane Harvey experience

has been a gut-wrenching catastrophe
for Liz and me personally, as well as for
the members here in Houston.

“Right now all the members are okay,
and they have been able to get out and
get supplies. Things in several parts of
the city are getting back to normal. We
live southwest of Houston and things are
improving.

“In the Houston area, there are still
communities worried about the levees
that run along the Brazos River holding.
The hope is that the crest of the river
will be less than expected and the threat-
ened communities should be okay.

“Additionally, there are many homes
that lie along the path of water that is
being released from a couple of reser-
voirs. There is a fear that the reservoirs
may not hold, so they are hoping the
release will better the situation. Sadly,
releasing the water is going to cause
flooding. I don’t believe any members

are in jeopardy from this at this time.
“The church hall in Humble, Texas, is

dry. The water got up to a point near the
door and then began to recede. We lost a
couple of ceiling tiles to a little bit of roof
leakage, but we were considering how to
address these issues with roof repair when
the storm hit. Thankfully, we can make
roof repairs as things are drying out.

“We had a few members who were
flooded, and they are already in the pro-
cess of cleaning up. In one case repairs
are being undertaken by the community.
Neighbors are working on one house
and then going on to the next.

“One member has learned of a church
group that is willing to come in and help
clean out drywall, carpeting and flooring

that has been damaged. A member
flooded out has already removed dam-
aged carpet, flooring and furniture. They
have someone from East Texas lined up
to do repairs.

“A member who was forced to leave
their home will have to wait until the
Brazos River recedes before they can
get back in to their property. It will be
some time until the river gets down so
they can get in. They are now living in
their RV until things improve.

Neighborly concern
“The amazing thing in Houston has

been the outgoing concern that neighbors
have had. They have gone out to rescue
those trapped, volunteer at the shelters,
provide food, water, blankets, pillows
and clothes. It has been amazing to see

people help their neighbors. More of this
type of community service is going to be
crucial to Houston’s recovery.

“The brethren here appreciate your
prayers. They are in good shape as far as
water, food and the basics. Now they
must go through the process of repairs
and making their homes livable once
again. Thankfully, only a handful of breth-
ren were impacted.

“Please pray that the repairs and res-
toration efforts will go well.”

30 to 50 inches of rain
From Mark Sappington, elder, Hous-

ton, Aug. 30:
Greetings from water-soaked and 

flooded Houston. Between 30 inches and

50 inches of rainfall fell in the Houston
area between Saturday morning and
Monday night. As shown on the news,
there is widespread massive flooding of
hundreds of square miles of the Houston
area. Tens of thousands are in shelters that
have been set up around the city.

“To our knowledge only three members
have had water in their homes. One mem-
ber had two inches of water in his house.
We are still trying to contact one member.

“Another member has a ranch. She
and her family evacuated late last week
due to rising water in the rivers to the
west of Houston. They had to leave
behind their cattle, so they most likely
have lost all of their livestock to the flood.

“I drove to the church hall this morn-
ing and found that the building suffered
no flooding damage. As evidenced by

the high-water mark in the debris, the
water rose up to within just two inches
of flooding the building.

“The floodwaters of Cypress Creek
are receding, and this morning the water
level is about three to four feet below the
building-slab elevation. God has been
gracious to us.

“We expect to have Sabbath services
there this Sabbath.

“The Houston area has over six million
residents. Over 200,000 residents live
behind a levee along the Brazos River.

“The Brazos is expected to crest
above the top elevation of the levee to-
morrow or Friday. If it does, 200,000
more people will suddenly be flooded in
a situation very much like New Orleans

in Hurricane Katrina. One family in the
Houston congregation would be affect-
ed by this.

“More flooding is anticipated in the
central parts of Houston, because the two
large reservoirs in the west side of
Houston are full, and the Corps of Engi-
neers is releasing massive flows from the
reservoir, which will most likely flood
hundreds of homes downstream for about
12 miles, all the way to downtown.

“Houston is not out of the woods yet,
and it is being announced that it may
take two years to fully recover from the
flooding.

“Please pray for the continued
safety and well-being of the brethren
here and for relief of the widespread
suffering of the millions of residents
in the region.”

Widow lost several trees
From Tom Kuver, Corpus Christi pastor:
“Here is a synopsis of damage to the

Corpus Christi brethren. No brethren
were harmed physically, and all are
well. Three homes had damage due to
falling trees. FEMA is helping one and
insurance is helping another. Friends
helped the third. In Port Lavaca wind
damage blew off siding and roofing to
one member’s home.

“In Victoria a shut-in widow had
fences and several trees blown down.
Members were there to help with clean-
up. We have one family not yet returned
to their home to assess damage, and they
are close to Rockport, where the highest
damage was reported.

“We did have a member whose rental
unit got a lot of damage to the inside
from the ceilings caving in and water
coming in. I will repeat the memo I
wrote to all our ministers on Tuesday:

“Many church members are wonder-
ing how they can best help their brethren
and others who have been affected by
the disastrous flooding and damage
caused in the wake of Hurricane Harvey
in the Gulf Coast region.

“The Good Works program of the
United Church of God has had a stand-
ing disaster-assistance fund expressly
reserved for situations such as this.
Members can immediately begin send-
ing in donations at ucg.org/members/
service-projects/us-disaster-assistance.

“You can also keep track of any up-
dates to the situation by reading our run-
ning blog at www.ucg.org/members/news/
update-on-hurricane-harvey.

“We’ll be working with pastors of
churches in the affected areas to deter-
mine how to best serve our brethren and
others in the short- and long-term period
of this catastrophe. We are still assessing
the effect of this ongoing storm. We will
give you more information as we com-
municate with those on the ground.

“Thank you so much for your support
and for your ceaseless prayers for God’s
deliverance at this time.”

‘Greetings from water-soaked and flooded Houston. Between
30 inches and 50 inches of rainfall fell in the Houston area

between Saturday morning and Monday night.’

Continued from page 1
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Because of these moves, he had numerous
friends and impacted people’s lives all
across the United States. ¶ Jim had a John
Wayne type of persona and enjoyed the life
of the West. He and his wife, Sondra, owned
and enjoyed horses as well as other animals
on their ranchette. ¶ He
was a man of his word,
tough yet generous and
hospitable, had a great
sense of humor and could
carry on a conversation
with anyone he met. ¶ He
was a practical man and
could do most of his own
home maintenance and
remodeling. ¶ As a younger man he coached
and played sports such as basketball and
softball and was a good athlete. A lover of
the outdoors, Jim took advantage of opportu-
nities to camp, hunt and fish. He had a life-
long dream of going to Alaska, which was ful-
filled by a fishing trip with his wife, son and
daughter-in-law in the mid-1990s. ¶ He also
loved music and family gatherings where
music played a part. ¶ Jim was preceded in
death by his first wife of 30 years, Alice, a
daughter, Rhonda, and brother, William “Bill”
Hambrock of Indiana. He is survived by his
wife of 29 years, Sondra, daughter Lori
(Denny) Sexton, son Dan (Ardys) Reyer,
daughter Martie Panarelli, daughter Kellie
(Nigel) Bearman, son Rob (Karen) Barrett,
son-in-law Gary (Rhonda) Castle, 15 grand-
children, six great grandchildren, and sister
Judy Furge of Indiana. He also leaves behind
nieces, nephews and numerous friends. ¶
Cards may be sent to Daniel L. Reyer, P.O. Box
309, Shepherd, MT 59079.

Pete Arguien passed away Aug. 6, 2017, of
heart failure. He was at home surrounded by
his wife, Henrietta, and children.

Services for Robert E. “Bob” Searer, 80, of
Hawkins, Texas, were Aug. 31, 2017, at
Croley Funeral Home chapel in Hawkins
with Dave Havir officiating. Burial followed
at Mount Pisgah Cemetery. Mr. Searer
passed away Aug. 29 in Tyler, Texas. ¶
Robert was born Oct. 18, 1936, in Glendive,
Mont., to the late Ulysses Grant Searer and
Louise Marie Gallus Searer. ¶ Robert worked
as a rancher and farmer
his entire life. He was a
member of the Church of
God Big Sandy and is
remembered as a loving
and devoted husband,
father, grandfather and
great-grandfather. ¶ Mr.
Searer was a member of
the National Guard. ¶
Robert is survived by his wife, Donna
Searer; three children, Randy Searer and
wife Kristi, Mark Searer and wife Nina and
Samantha Fisher and husband Pete; seven
siblings, Vernon Searer, Joan Baisch,
Jeanette Carter and husband Reid, Betty
Moorehouse, Georgia Searer, Bernadette
Farmer and Linda Peterson and husband
Durwood; seven grandchildren, Nathan
Searer and wife Victoria, Meghan Dunnan
and husband Jake, Amanda Searer, Evan
Dowell, Karli Dowell, Timothy Fisher and
wife Lynsie and Lauren Fisher; five great-
grandchildren, Carolyn Searer, Rowdy
Searer, Ava Searer, Emma Searer and Bran-
don Searer; and numerous nieces, nephews
and other loving family and friends. ¶ Mr.
Searer was preceded in death by his par-
ents and siblings Emogene Bailey, Virginia
Coyan and Patti Searer.

After battling 16 years with breast cancer,
Simone Albert (wife of David Albert) passed
from life on Aug. 23,
2017. (For some of you
she was known in an ear-
lier life as Carol Johnson).
¶ A small private memori-
al for family and friends is
planned. Her loss to her
family was immeasurable,
and their love for her
endures always. mmmm-
mmmmmmmnn
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I am seeking someone
for a friend, a male of
age 55-65, deaf or HH
and can sign. Someone
who loves God, is friend-
ly, easygoing and hon-
est, loves people and
outdoor activities. My
name is Janece. If in-
terested, here is my E-
mail: janecemm1@gmail.com.

Widow, nurse, semiretired, longtime COG
member looking for a male friend age 65-
80, grounded in God’s truth. Write
rocky695@att.net or 903-534-9131.

A young 73, resembles Merle Haggard
with a similar background. My calling
awareness started in 1980. Striving to live
by the Old and and New Testament.
Seeking a petite lady of same mind. Write
to: J.M.H., 67888 Alabama Hwy. 77, Tal-
ladega, AL 35160.

Obituaries

It is with great sadness that we announce
the death of Allie B. (Driver) Dart, 83, of
Tyler. Allie died peacefully on Aug. 9,
2017, at The Hospice of East Texas. ¶ She
was born Nov. 15, 1933, in Arp, Texas, to
James Henry and Mollie Chappell Driver.
She married Ronald L. Dart Feb. 21, 1953. ¶
For many years A l l i e
was a  successfu l  real-
estate agent in Tyler. In
1995 Ron and Allie found-
ed Christian Educational
Ministries as a  serv ice
minist ry, to  share the
gospel with the world, to
evangelize and to make
disciples for Jesus Christ.
¶ Even after the death of her beloved Ron in
2016, and the partial paralysis of a stroke
following cancer surgery earlier this year,
Allie strove to keep CEM moving forward to
continue the preaching of the gospel of the
Kingdom of God to the world. ¶ Allie’s key
contribution to CEM (in addition to her
invaluable support of her husband) is the
Youth Educational Adventures (YEA) pro-
gram, a program designed for teaching the
Bible to children and teens at home or at
church. She led this initiative to provide a
biblically accurate, age-appropriate curricu-
lum for kids, tweens and teens by working
with dedicated teachers, writers and minis-
ters who shared her passion for this project.
The YEA program covers 17 years from ages
3-19 with more than 98 books containing
over 750 lessons. More than 25,000 books
have been distributed over the past 20

years. ¶ Her greatest wish was for the work,
which she and Ron cared so much about,
including Ron’s sermons, books, YEA and
“The Born To Win” radio program to go for-
ward in love, peace and unity under Jesus
Christ. ¶ Allie was preceded in death by her
parents, three sisters, five brothers and hus-
band of 63 years, Ronald L. Dart. She is sur-
vived by her sister Helen Douglas and
numerous nieces, nephews and cousins. ¶
Funeral services were Aug. 14 at Stewart
Family Funeral Home in Tyler, with Wesley
White officiating. Burial followed at
Whitehouse Memorial Cemetery in White-
house. ¶ Pallbearers were Gary Gibbons,
Rich Glasgow, Justin Glasgow, Gary Strick-
land, Joshua Voyce and Karl Wilson. ¶ Me-
morials may be made to CEM, P.O. Box 560,
Whitehouse, TX 75791, or The Hospice of
East Texas Foundation, 4111 University
Blvd., Tyler, TX 75701. ¶ The services can be
viewed at the www.borntowin.net website,
or you can request a CD or DVD of the serv-
ice from CEM by phoning 1-888-BIBLE-44.

Triumph Prophetic Ministries announces the
passing of our beloved pastor, William F.
“Bill” Dankenbring, on Aug. 28, 2017, at the
age of 76. He died of cognitive heart failure
and renal failure. ¶ He is
survived by his wife, Cap-
py, son Nathan, daughter
Natalie and grandchil-
dren. ¶ Mr. Dankenbring
diligently served for 54
years proclaiming the
gospel throughout the
world as a prolific writer
and speaker. There was
only one Bill Dankenbring with his in-depth
Bible knowledge and gift for sifting out vital
information from innumerable sources. He
will be greatly missed by all of us. ¶
Condolences may be sent to 7447 Johnson
Creek Rd., Omak, WA 98841.

Retired Grace Communion International
pastor James “Jim” Reyer of Shepherd,
Mont., age 85, passed away on Aug. 3,
2017, from complications of a stroke. ¶ He
was born Sept. 27, 1931, in Fort Wayne, Ind.,
and lived there until 1972. He spent the last
27 years of his life in Montana. ¶ After serv-
ing four years in the Navy on a minesweep-
er during the Korean War, Jim returned to
Indiana and became a journeyman electri-
cian, working for the family business,
Hambrock Electric. It was in Indiana that he
met his first wife, the former Alice Easley,
and is where their three children were born.
¶ He became a minister in 1965 and pas-
tored WCG churches in California, Ohio,
Iowa, Colorado, Montana and Wyoming.
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US Economic Hit Men used to bribe for-
eign leaders to accept big loans for
their nation that the nation could not

afford. So eventually the US-based loan com-
panies would acquire real assets in that nation.
Later, this scheme was implemented by the
US-based IMF and World Bank. The poor
people became even more impoverished, hav-
ing to pay sky-high prices for such things as
drinking water.

Other corrupt schemes were perpetrated in
the US. Big corporations bribed elected offi-
cials with campaign funds and other perks to
pass laws so they and individual rich people
can evade paying taxes, as offshore accounts
at the Cayman Islands. So the taxpayer has to
pay others’ taxes. While the politicians they
elect tend to get reelected because they have
more money to do so. The corporations are
allowed to legally pollute more, so those in the
local area of the pollution suffer. And US tax-
payers can end up paying more for their ener-
gy or drinking water, too.

Globalization of Poverty (2003)
And the New World Order by Michel Chos-

sudovsky: He cites the military coup led by
Pinochet in Chile taking over for Allende in
1973. He happened to be teaching at a universi-
ty in Chile, and tells that many of the ‘Chicago
Boys’ there rejoiced. Several of his colleagues
at the Institute of Economics were appointed to
key positions in the military government. Food
prices soared, while wages were frozen to stave
off inflation. In just one year the price of bread
increased 36 times, and 85% of the Chileans
were driven to below the poverty level.

By what occurred, he learned that the touted
economic reforms were not neutral as claimed.
And the lauded ‘free market’ was actually a
well-organized instrument of economic repres-
sion. In 1976 he was teaching in Argentina
when a ‘carbon-copy’ of the CIA-led coup in
Chile happened, of massacres and human
rights violations, touted as free market reforms
and led by New York creditors. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund had not been officially
launched, but eventually affected 150 develop-
ing nations with the same structural adjust-
ment program, so the New World Order was
taking shape and he studied the methods.

“Most of the military regimes in Latin
America had been replaced by parliamentary
democracies entrusted with the gruesome task
of putting the national economy on the auction
block under the World Bank sponsored privati-
zation programs.” So the nations were forced
to not have control over their essentials as
water and power, but had to allow foreign con-
tractors (usually US ones) to take them over for
their profit, not for the welfare of the citizens.

In 1990 Peru’s elections, the populist Presi-
dent Garcia was placed on IMF’s black list so
lost to Fujimori who placed the nation on aus-
terity measures of the IMF, for former resist-
ance to it. While these measures were claimed
to be implemented in the name of democracy,
they allowed great price hikes in necessities. In
consultation with the US Treasury.

Rwanda had been a thriving domestic mar-
ket, but was destabilized in the early 1990s.
US and European grain surpluses were al-
lowed to dump there so Rwanda farmers were
encouraged to be more competitive.

Directly resulting from IMF reforms, mil-
lions of people in India were driven into star-
vation. Vietnam used to be one of the leading
rice-producing nations, but was forced to lift
price controls and deregulated the grain mar-
ket, leading to famines there.

Michel visited several cities of rural Russia
after the Cold War ended and found that the
IMF-sponsored reforms had created abysmal
poverty. And in its wake cholera and tubercu-
losis have spread alarmingly.

“A New World Order has been installed de-
stroying national sovereignty and the rights of
citizens.” Individual citizen rights have been
taken over by rights of the world’s largest banks
and multinational corporations.

The latest war in Iraq was in the planning
stages for years. “A 1995 US Central Command
document confirms that the purpose of the US
engagement . . . is to protect US vital interest in
the region—uninterrupted, secure US/Allied
access to Gulf oil.” [Not the supposed bogus
reasons offered against Saddam.] Much of the
Iraqi people’s infrastructure as water and power
supplies were destroyed by US forces.

“Iraq’s extensive oil reserves are slated to
be taken over by the Anglo-American oil
giants . . . America’s war of conquest has a
direct bearing on the economic crisis [global

depression]. State resources in the US have
been redirected towards financing the military-
industrial complex and beefing up domestic
security at the expense of funding much need-
ed social programs which have been slashed to
the bone. [As filling in street potholes, feeding
the poor, providing homes for the homeless.]
. . . This worldwide crisis is more devastating
than the Great Depression of the 1930s.”

Even the 3 nations known as the Asian Tigers
(Indonesia, Thailand and South Korea) have
plummeted economically. After IMF mediation,
Korea lost an average of 200 companies shut
down per day with 4000 workers laid off each
day. China was forced to privatize and it led to
bankruptcy of thousands of state enterprises, 35
million workers to be laid off. A recent survey
found 130 million Chinese surplus workers.

In developed nations the IMF was not need-
ed for the financial elites to gain control over
large public debts in Western nations. “Since
the 1980s, a large share of the labor force in the
United States has been driven out of high pay
unionized jobs into low pay minimum wage
jobs. Thirdworldization of Western cities.”

Transnational Criminal Organizations are in
league with the rich elites in the order of one
trillion dollars. As the Mafia with prostitution
and gambling. But they also combine in routine
investments by criminal syndicates, laundering
dirty money in ‘legitimate’ business ventures.
Other semi-secret groups shape the NWO as
the Trilateral Commission, Bilderbergers and
Council on Foreign Relations. So wages in the
Third World and Eastern Europe are 70 times
less than in the US, Western Europe or Japan.

Wealth has become more skewed since there
are more billionaires, but many more suffer to
make that so. As pay taxes while the elite hide
their accounts off shore. Even the IMF claims
offshore assets of corporations and individuals
are at $5.5 trillion, or 1/4 of world income.
Corporate mergers and acquisitions are head-
ing to monopolize.

In the past, gunboat diplomacy reigned.
Britain used the ploy to keep China addicted to
opium. And the US Cushing Mission to China
in 1844 after the Opium Wars warned China to
concede to US demands or risk war with it.
Nowadays, it is more like missile diplomacy.

Since the 1980s, renegotiation of a nation’s
external debt has resulted in hundreds of mil-
lions of people becoming impoverished, due
to the adjustment programs imposed by the
IMF and World Bank on developing countries.
These nations have collapsed purchasing
power. Famines and infectious diseases result,
while health clinics and schools must close.
While the World Bank claims to be combating
poverty and protecting the environment, its use
of large hydroelectric and agro-industrial proj-
ects increases deforestation and destroys land,
so millions of people must move.

Debtor nations in effect lose their economic
sovereignty. A parallel government takes over
and bypasses civil society for an NWO run by the
elite, who gain a cheap labor force and natural re-
sources. The World Bank makes the ridiculous
claim that people who earn one dollar a day (not
hour) are not in the poverty level. Poor nations
do not trade with other poor ones, since they do
not have the money, so are stuck in poverty.

NAFTA was touted as free trade for
Canada, the US and Mexico, but was really
only free for big corporations to reduce their
labor costs by 80%, by relocating to Mexico or
subcontracting there. This displaced the
Mexican market, and resulted in the reduction
of employment in all 3 nations.

Cheap products at what real cost?
“Brutal Chinese Working Conditions Bene-

fit Wal-Mart” A factory making Kathie Lee
Gifford handbags for Wal-Mart was found to
pay workers with the highest wages at $7 a
week or 8 cents an hour. A factory producing
car stereos had young women paid 31 cents an
hour. Many companies in China only hire sin-
gle women 17-25, so after they are ‘burned
out’ working long hours, they are replaced
with a younger batch.

Another example is Paris-designed shirts
the designer will purchase for $3 to $4 in Ban-
gladesh, Vietnam or Thailand. And resell them
for 5–10 times the price. The equipment and
raw materials are imported so of no benefit to
those 3 nations.

The US military installed a US protectorate
in Central Africa, trying to displace France and
Belgium domination of the past there. US forc-
es funded, armed and trained guerrilla forces,
supposedly fighting for their freedom, but really
working for US interests in civil wars. The World

Bank steps in to control expenditures, mostly
for US military wishes. The usual procedure is
for both sides of a civil war to be funded by the
World Bank, acting through a front institution.
[In the past, anyone funding both sides of a
conflict was considered most despicable.]
Funding large numbers of machetes for mas-
sacres, but they are not listed openly to avoid
scrutiny. Valuable resources become under the
control of the US, as cobalt in Zaire.

South Africa was able to continue its
apartheid ways, gaining much farmland from
impoverished small farmers in neighboring
countries. So White rule prevails in these new
lands by a feudal system with the former small
land owners the serfs.

Mostly the IMF–World Bank economic ther-
apy caused famine and poorer millions of peo-
ple in and around Ethiopia. US biotech corpo-
rations have gained traditional seeds while ped-
dling their Genetically Modified seeds as for
emergency aid and famine relief. The World
Bank had demanded price controls on crops in
famine areas be eliminated to wreak havoc on
the local economy and make it easy for giant
private traders as Pioneer Hi-Bred International
to obtain a monopoly on seed. US surpluses of
GM crops were dumped in the area when the
European Union refused to accept them.

Instead of traditional seed, Ethiopians get
bills from foreign agri-business conglomerates
for patented native species for which they
demand payment.

The IMF–World Bank program in India
forced the government to airlift 47 tons of gold
to the Bank of England for supposed safe-
keeping after the turmoil the program created.
The exit policy proposed by the IMF program,
claimed to help the poor, scrapped labor laws
so workers became even poorer. A shoe man-
ufacturer paying union workers $3 a day could
now get rid of those workers and subcontract
other non-unionized workers for $1 a day.

On a national highway, child laborers work
with adults carrying heavy loads of limestone
for brick kilns in baskets up 60 steps from the
mine getting paid 40 cents per day The children
and adults are subject to poisonous fumes, heat
and dust, but get more wages than on the farms.

The IMF, instead of eliminating poverty as
claimed, actually gets rid of the poor. As hand-
loom workers got 60% less wages after the 6
months following an IMF program. So the 3.5
million handlooms at present use to support 17
million people. Again, the only viable market
for the poor people is to relatively rich nations,
so the poor’s internal purchasing power is low.

Many state subsidies were claimed to stim-
ulate job creation, but actually permit big cor-
porations to make mega-mergers and install
labor-saving technology. So the poor got poor-
er with bankruptcies of small and medium-size
enterprises, who were also taxpayers. While
corporate taxes were curtailed, the tax base
became even smaller to serve the public debt.
While the state was paying a ‘tribute’ of hand-
outs and subsidies to big business, the offshore
accounts did not contribute to paying taxes.

“The Cayman Islands, a British Crown col-
ony in the Caribbean, for instance, is the fifth
largest banking center in the world in terms of
the size of its deposits, most of which are
dummy or anonymous companies. The en-
largement of the budget deficits in the US dur-
ing the 1980s and 1990s bears a direct rela-
tionship to massive tax evasion and the flight
of unreported corporate profits. In turn, large
amounts of money deposited in the Cayman
Islands and the Bahamas (part of which is con-
trolled by criminal organizations) are used to
fund business investments in the US.”

[So US taxpayers get ripped off and the eco-
nomic scheme supports criminal activity. US
banks launder the dirty money gained.]

Nemesis (2007)
Last Days of the American Republic by

Chalmers Johnson: One million Iraqi children
died from the US-imposed economic sanc-
tions against Iraq 1991–2001, though they did
not do anything wrong.

The US does not manufacture much, espe-
cially compared to the past. Except weaponry.
“We are without question the world’s greatest
producer and exporter of arms and munitions
on the planet. Although we are going deeply
into debt doing so, each year we spend more
on our armed forces than all other nations on
Earth combined.” Chalmers notes the guns
versus butter mentality, how this policy deteri-
orates our society.

“We station over half a million troops,
spies, contractors, dependents and others on

more that 737 military bases spread around the
world.” Some of these 130 nations are ruled by
dictators who give their citizens no decision
about the bases (for bribes). While the
Pentagon does include in its tally 800 military
installations, much is kept secret.

During the 1991 Gulf War, the US stopped
short of invading Iraq, ousting it from Kuwait.
But did drop 90,000 tons of bombs destroying
its civilian infrastructure, 18 of 20 electric
plants, water pumping and sanitation systems,
hoping the people would revolt against
Saddam. Later by declassified documents, it
was found out that the US knew full well this
would cause increased outbreaks of disease
and high rates of child mortality.

The US and Britain were able to get UN
Security Counsel Resolution 661 to freeze all
Iraq’s foreign assets and cut all its trade. This
embargo lasted until the US-Britain invasion in
2003. Most critical, Iraq was not able to import
any parts to fix the damaged electrical and wa-
ter purifications systems. When UN coordina-
tor of Iraq Denis Halliday resigned, she called it
genocide. Despite this, Paul Wolfowitz thought
the US troops’ next invasion would be wel-
comed by the Iraqis as liberators!

The US public began to realize in 2005 that
US troops in the 2nd invasion committed atroci-
ties against civilians similar to those in Vietnam.
Executing the elderly, women and children.

The US press does not flinch from showing
the bodies of those dead by insurgents, but
refrains from those by US troops. A Florida
newspaper on Oct. 2001 issued rules to its staff:
“DO NOT USE photos on page 1A showing civil-
ian casualties from the war on Afghanistan . . .
DO NOT USE wire stories that lead with civilian
casualties . . . They should be mentioned further
down in the story. If the story needs rewriting to
play down the civilian casualties. DO IT.”

The US press has not reported on nightly
flash bombs used by Apache helicopters to
light up the fields along the Tigris and Euphra-
tes rivers. They destroy thousands of acres of
fields and palm trees. That and the hovering
helicopters make it difficult to sleep at night
since people try to escape the summer heat by
sleeping on the roofs at night.

US troops are only accountable to their
superiors, and contractors are just unaccount-
able. The inquiries into the use of excessive
force are usually meant only to cover up the
atrocities. One human rights observer noted
“The American troops have adopted an
atmosphere of impunity. Arrogant and violent
behavior goes unpunished and continues.”
Journalist Patrick Cockburn related stores of
Iraqis who were shot by regular US soldiers or
those of western security companies (usually
ex-soldiers ‘everywhere’ in Iraq).

On 6-30-2002 a US gunship attacked a
group of 6 villages in Afghanistan, and a wed-
ding was destroyed with hundreds of bullets.
While Americans claimed the gunship was
attacked by antiaircraft fire, a US Special
Forces investigation found no evidence of it.
Yet did find 48 bodies, all but 3 were women
and children. Afghan officials think the attack
was the result of an unreliable informant or a
particular insurgent was in mind since he grew
up in the area. The US later confessed the raid
was a mistake and promised to build schools,
roads and hospitals, but nothing came of it.

Bush promised the US would not do torture.
But the memo entitled Humane Treatment of
al-Qaeda and Taliban Detainees [really a fake
name to deceive] on 1-18-2002 by the Dept. of
Justice distributed to other key departments
declared detainees can be treated as enemy
combatants. “In October 2004, the deputy com-
mander at Guantanamo, Brigadier General Mar-
tin Lucent, said to the press that Most of his
550 prisoners had revealed nothing of value:
Most of these guys weren’t fighting, they were
running (away).”

FBI experts on torture at Guantanamo noted
the information obtained by torture is normal-
ly useless since they will tell you anything to
stop the torture. Most of those arrested in
Afghanistan were turned over by warlords
wanting the bounties the US was offering.

The Abu Graib prison scandal was a result
of Rumsfeld creating a special access program
so units could kill or capture high-value tar-
gets. Code-named Copper Green allowed their
interrogation using coercion and sexual humil-
iation of Iraqi prisoners. Intelligence officer at
Guantanamo Lieutenant Colonel Anthony
Christino claimed not a single terrorist attack
was prevented (by use of torture).

British and US drug lords
The Cambridge Illustrated History of the

British Empire lightly skips over that the
British fought two wars to ensure the Chinese
would be addicted to opium. And was the most
successful drug cartel and the world’s largest.
The opium was shipped from India by the
British East India Company at first, and later
by the government of India. The profits off of

US Suicide Part 7

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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drugs fueled the Company’s colonial and mili-
tary budgets. So much so that one writer claims
without the drug the British empire would not
have existed.

The British slaughtered many people on their
imperial conquests, as ten thousand Sudanese in
just one battle, and genocide in Kenya later. The
British were first driven by the idea of a divine
right to rule, and later this idea was replaced by
biological ones, as evolution. It seemed obvious
since Whites exterminated those of color, there
must be some natural trait for this. The British
ranked themselves at the top in character, and
Africans at the bottom. So helping the latter in
reform projects was a waste. Why waste
resources on those who are unfit?

Adolf Hitler admired the “effective oppres-
sion of an inferior race” by the British in his
Mein Kampf. [Even British society was ranked
with ‘blue-bloods’ on top, claimed the most
able to command and rule others, as aboard
their ships as officers.]

Both the British and American former colo-
nies are among the poorest on the planet, be-
sides “Disease- and crime-ridden and at the
mercy of a rigged international trading system
that Anglo-American propagandists assure us is
rapidly globalizing to everyone’s advantage.”
But while the elite profit off of trade barriers in
their own countries, that is not allowed in oth-
ers. “Impoverished Latin America still strug-
gles to throw off the legacies of American
‘backyard’ neocolonialism.”

The CIA had become the president’s secret
army in foreign nations. When Russia began to
send forces into Afghanistan (because of US
influence there), the US was able to convert the
nation from a healthy function state with a
healthy middle class, into a collection of war-
ring tribes. With 1.8 million Afghans as casual-
ties, 2.6 million refugees fleeing their homes,
and 10 million unexploded land mines.

The CIA uses extraordinary renditions,
which are just a nicer name for kidnapping of
anyone and tortured in secret CIA prisons out
of the US or other nations who do the torturing
for us. The Nazi Party’s SS had its transporta-
tions, rounding up trainloads of prisoners. “The
British had their ‘civilizing mission’ in Kenya,
meaning the roundup of members of the indige-
nous population and sodomizing, castrating
and killing thousands of them.” Rendition nor-
mally refers to music, but in this case refers to
rendering unto Caesar what is his. The US ver-
sion means prisoners have no legal rights.

Chalmers is acquainted with CIA renditions
for torture in other nations, being an avid air-
plane spotter and took photos at US airports..

Imperialism use to be assessed by the colony
count, but nowadays by military bases. They
are designed with offense in mind (such as ‘lily
pads’ with pre-positioned supplies in case of
emergency). The US has far and away more
than any other nation. The tally is difficult to
assess. Some nations are embarrassed they
have US bases so keep them secret. Take Jor-
dan as an example. We secretly deployed 5000
troops in bases by the Iraqi and Syrian borders.
Jordan ‘interrogates’ our prisoners with torture
for us. Yet Jordan claims they have no US bases
and no US presence. While it seems to be a sov-
ereign state, it has been for the last 10 years
more like a satellite of the US.

US bases in the US used to have many gam-
bling slot machines. But they became banned in
1951 due to a series of scandals as skimming prof-
its from them. Now, US bases abroad have mili-
tary-owned slot machines, from officers’ clubs to
bowling alleys. Leading to compulsive gambling
addiction. Today there are 4000 modern video slot
machines at military bases in 9 nations.

Many host nations object to ruining of the
environment at US bases. Germany in particu-
lar notes the devastation, and the lack of
cleanup of US messes. So ‘frontier bases’ may
take over, in the ‘New Europe’ as Bulgaria and
Poland. Such nations sign the Status of Forces
Agreement which normally exempts the US
from fouling the land and water. Even at home,
domestic bases may not be responsible for such
acts as endangered species.

Host nations may pay large bills to keep the
US based in their countries, as Japan called
burden sharing. To mutually defend against ene-
mies of both nations.

When the USSR broke up in 1991, Uzbeki-
stan became a harsh dictatorship. The US used
it for CIA renditions for awhile. Until it was
known the US kidnappings might result in boil-
ing the prisoners alive.

According to US military sources, one reason
for the war in Iraq was because Saudi Arabia
was becoming more restrictive of US military
bases there, so others in the area were needed to
control the oil and protect. For potential wars in
Syria and Iran, and to protect Israel. So we will
continue to stay in Iraq whether the Iraqis want
us or not. Shown by these facts: “According to
Newsweek . . . the omnipresence of giant de-
fense contractor KBR . . . the shipments of con-
crete and other construction materials and the
transformation of decrepit Iraqi military bases
into fortified American enclaves.”

The largest US embassy is in Iraq with all
the amenities as swimming pools and gyms.
Protected extensively with blast walls and
ground-to-air missiles. While Iraqis were
enduring blackouts (power plants bombed by
the US), the embassy area had plenty of light,
floodlit by night. Two other bases in Baghdad
feature a Burger King and Pizza Hut.

Our armed interventions in Latin America
are known by most citizens there. Of regime
change by force, even getting rid of democrati-
cally elected presidents for dictators who ‘bow’
to US will. About Fort Benning’s School of the
Americas that trained Latin America officers in
state terrorism and repression, so US forces
were behind the scenes. Nowadays, the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, World Band and World
Trade Organization have impoverished people
worse than they were before.

SOFA—license to harm at will
The US tries to get a nation to sign a Status

of Forces Agreement to protect US soldiers,
contractors and defense civilians and their
dependents safe from the host’s nation’s laws.
Though the nation’s citizens do not have simi-
lar immunity in the US, except for NATO.

Host nations resent the incredible amount of
US pollution at the bases, as if the troops can do
anything they want. The host nation would like
any pollution the US does on their soil to eventu-
ally be returned to them in the state the US got it.

US bases are likely to have terrific noise, and
at any time of day. Local citizens may complain
for years without any abatement. Particularly
troubling is the noise at night when people are
trying to sleep, as night training. Residents
around US bases may sue and win their cases in
court to eliminate the noise or receive compen-
sation, but they rarely actually received com-
pensation by the US. Of course, the US thinks
it strange that the complainers object to those
defending the nation.

Common problems may arise by the use of
driving on the wrong side of the road accord-
ing to all the host nation’s citizens, leading to
head-on collisions and hit-and-runs. Much
valuable land to the host nation may be taken
over by a US base.

Much litigation may ensue from US troops’
acts at bases abroad. As an example, Army spe-
cialist first class William Girard guarded a
machine gun on a practice range. He lured a
Japanese woman, mother of six, trying to scav-
enge for used shell casings by tossing empty
shells closer to her. Until he hit her with one,
killing her. He ended up getting just a 3-year
suspended sentence from a Japanese court, and
returned to the US with his Japanese wife.

Most US bases in Japan are in the poorest
areas, in Okinawa where citizens do not have
clout. And do complain about the bases a lot.
Japanese prosecutors have trouble gathering
information from US soldiers in bases there,
since they must wait until the soldier is for-
merly charged.

In 1995, two marines and a sailor based in
Okinawa abducted a 12-year-old girl at ran-
dom, beat and raped her. The US high com-
mand refused to turn them over to the Japanese
police, and these events led to the most massive
anti-US demonstration in postwar history.
Particularly irritating was the US response, that
they were just 3 bad apples, though the spokes-
man knew sexually violent crimes by US
troops against Okinawans averaged two a
month. And one US officer there said the 3
were stupid, since they could have paid for a
girl with the price they paid to rent a car. (Since
many brothels are nearby bases, catering to
sexual lust. And why those with dependents
may get housing at bases at taxpayer expense.)

US troops know that if they can make it back
to base, they will be protected though the
Japanese execute a warrant for their capture.
Even for rape, robbery or assault. “Okinawans
see not discrete crimes but rather a 60-year-
long record of sexual assaults, bar brawls, mug-

gings, drug violations, drunken driving acci-
dents and arson cases committed by privileged
young men who claim they are in Okinawa to
protect Okinawans from the dangers of politi-
cal instability elsewhere in East Asia.”

In Tokyo 2004 Secretary of State Colin Pow-
ell stated that Japan must get rid of its pacifist
constitution if it expects to become a permanent
member of the UN Security Council. While Ja-
pan does not want to be a warmonger, it has
steadily gained military power with a finance
budget about that of China. And has the 2nd most
powerful navy on the planet. Its low profile and
ban on nuclear weapons has kept it from being
recognized as so powerful again since WWII.

Many Japanese would love to get rid of US
bases that cause so much trouble for it, and be
independent again. US troops based there con-
tinue to molest females. In 2005 a drunk Air
Force staff sergeant molested a 10-year-old
Okinawan girl, though he claimed to be inno-
cent, police found a photo of the girl’s nude
torso on his cell phone. In 2006 a 22-year-old
crew member of the USS Kitty Hawk was sen-
tenced to life in prison for robbing and beating
to death a 56-year-old woman.

Space war our destiny
Space war is planned by the US. So-called

Rods from God are hypervelocity Rod Bundles
to hurl cylinders of tungsten, titanium or urani-
um from the edge of space to strike objects on
earth with speeds of 7000 miles per hour, like a
small nuclear weapon. Another weapon uses
laser beams and huge mirrors on high-altitude
blimps directing sun light.

Air Force Space Command head General
Lance Lord: “Space superiority is not our birth-
right, but it is our destiny.” It is reasoned that if
the US does not claim space, another nation
will. Clinton’s Assistant Secretary of the Air
Force for space (and retained by Bush) said
“With regard to space dominance, we have it,
we like it and we’re going to keep it.”

Everett Dolman, professor in the School of
Advanced Air and Space Studies, wants to
“seize military control of low Earth orbit. Only
the United States can be trusted to regulate
space for the benefit of all.” While the US
advocates space war dominance, increased
space debris from just peaceful use is already a
problem. In just 50 years much lethal junk or-
bits. NASA officials claim there may be 4 mil-
lion pounds of space junk in Low Earth Orbit.
Of dead or dying satellites, spent rocket boost-
ers, metal shrouds and a wide variety of nuts,
bolts and clamps flying around at 17,500 mph.

Former astronaut Sally Ride and part of a
presidential commission, and professor of
physics claims just a fleck of paint almost
caused her flight of her space shuttle to crash.
With the relative velocities of the shuttle and
fleck to cause a pit in a window.

Many experts warn that the majority of satel-
lites in orbit are of the US, so it would likely
suffer the most in a space war with much
increased space debris. Space-based weapons
cost a whole lot more than those based on earth
not needing to be thrust into space.

The Orbital Debris Quarterly News by NASA
monitors and reports on space garbage. With par-
ticular instances of debris, causing satellites to be
moved in orbit with dents. A chain reaction effect
may cause more than one to alter course, along
with the debris. And even explosions. “If future
spacecraft and rocket bodies are not removed
from LEO within a moderate amount of times
after the end of a mission, e.g. within 25 years,
the rate of accidental collisions will increase
markedly later in the century.”

Space war becoming secret means more cor-
ruption. The Congress at the American Enterprise
Institute claims with an unopposed Pentagon
budget “You are creating the most fertile envi-
ronment for corruption imaginable.” The inter-
continental-ballistic-missile defense system at
$8.8 billion was the biggest single weapons
request, but advocates for it want the price to be-
come secret, making it ripe for bribes. Some call
it “Pork barrel in the sky.” Congressmen will
gain more campaign funds as bribes from defense
contractors, and provide for jobs in their state so
will more likely get reelected.

A former Air Force officer and 30-year
Pentagon budget analyst spoke to journalist
Bill Moyers calling it the “moral sewer on the
Potomac.” To buy elections. Research is going
on for miniature satellites that will cause other
normal satellites to malfunction and so small to
be undetected. A satellite of 50 kilograms was
maneuvered within 9 meters of a Chinese satel-

lite, for a joint British-Chinese experiment.
Free access of government information

impeded—So frustrated with federal bureaucra-
cy withholding data, Congressman John Moss
worked hard to get the Freedom of Information
Act made law. So investigators can access what
should be public knowledge, as fraud in high
places. Yet though law, agencies dragged their
feet or simply refused requests. It was not until
after Nixon’s Watergate and FBI Hoover’s
actions were exposed that made the public dis-
trust government that led to better compliance.

But the US attorney general under Bush after
911 authorized agencies to withhold any data
from a citizen that they could back up by legal
means. Bush allowed prices for requests be-
came so high that fewer individuals or groups
could access the information.

The FOIA helped to find covered up data. But
Bush after 911 secretly ordered the NSA to in-
crease gathering of most any data on US citizens.
Dictators want their actions hidden. Judge
Damon Keth wrote in his 2003 ruling against the
Bush policy of holding hundreds of deportation
hearings in secret, “Democracies die behind
closed doors.” Presidents can now war without
Congress declaring war at their discretion, as a
dictator would. President Bush swore an oath to
uphold the Constitution, but has done the oppo-
site, as illegally watching, photographing and
harassing peaceful public protests at military
bases. When Senator McCain got the US to avoid
torturing prisoners (he was tortured himself),
Bush subverted that by actually writing a signing
statement on McCain’s amendment to reverse it.

The Bush administration after 911 rounded
up over a thousand foreigners in the US secret-
ly. And the courts let that happen. “They were
simply seized, incarcerated mostly in New
York prisons, beaten by guards and after a
lengthy time in jail, deported, usually for the
most minor of offenses.” Not a single one was
found to have a connection to the 911 attacks.

Even Al Gore, former VP, Representative
and Senator noted the decline of Congress in
favor of the president: “The sharp decline of
congressional power and autonomy in recent
years has been almost as shocking as the efforts
by the executive branch to attain a massive
expansion of power . . . in the Congress as a
whole—both House and Senate—the enhanced
role of money in the re-election process, cou-
pled with the diminished role for reasoned de-
liberation and debate, has produced an atmos-
phere conducive to pervasive institutionalized
corruption . . . It is the pitiful state of our leg-
islative branch that primarily explains the fail-
ure of our vaunted checks and balances to pre-
vent the dangerous overreach of the executive
branch, which now threatens a radical trans-
formation of the American system.”

Chalmers was served by Representative
Randy ‘Duke’ Cunningham in his district. He
served 14 years and was convicted of many
counts of corruption. He received the most fed-
eral prison time of 8 years 4 months imposed on
any member of Congress. Found guilty of tak-
ing $2.4 million in bribes, using his position on
the Appropriations and Intelligence Committee
to steer contracts worth millions to defense
manufactures. Mostly using classified earmarks,
tacking on extra items to larger bills Congress is
working on for national interests. While the ear-
marks aid a congressman’s district for jobs or
money and aid in getting reelected.

Cunningham also got from two San
Diego–based defense contractors plain cash, a
mansion in an exclusive San Diego area,
Persian rugs, antique French armoires, a Rolls-
Royce and more. He provided the contractors
with work for the federal government, some
related directly to defense, while much other
work having no correlation to the bill directly.

Bush had the national debt raised four times
while in office. Most costs concealed from the
public, as the Dept. of Energy spending on nu-
clear weapons. Even the Government Account-
ability Office reported to Congress “The Penta-
gon has no accurate knowledge of the cost of
military operations in Iraq, Afghanistan, or the
fight against terrorism.”

Harry Browne on Antiwar.com 2002 wrote:
“When America is no longer a threat to the
world, the world will no long threaten us.”

Quote from the Guardian 12-7-2005—“The
invasion of Iraq was a bandit act, an act of bla-
tant state terrorism, demonstrating absolute
contempt for the concept of international law.
The invasion was an arbitrary military action
inspired by a series of lies upon lies and gross
manipulation of the media and therefore of the
public, an act intended to consolidate American
military and economic control of the Middle
East masquerading—as a last resort—all other
justifications having failed to justify them-
selves—as liberation . . . We have brought tor-
ture, cluster bombs, depleted uranium, innu-
merable acts of murder, misery, degradation
and death to the Iraqi people and call it bringing
freedom and democracy to the Middle East.”

—Mr. Jan Young

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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We invite you to join us in 2017 at a Feast site sponsored by the

Church of God Big Sandy
Each of the four is a small, friendly Feast of Tabernacles observance

with inspiring messages and excellent fellowship

Big Sandy
For the 23rd consecutive year
Church services and activities at our church building.
The building is on Highway 80, a half mile west of town (1106
West Broadway)
Refreshments
Senior citizens’ luncheon
Coordinators are Ron and Linda Avey, (903) 636-4238

Church of God Big Sandy
P.O. Box 690 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • churchofgodbigsandy.com

Destin
For the 20th consecutive year
Pelican Beach Resort
Make reservations through the Church of God Big Sandy by call-
ing David Havir III at (903) 714-3007. By booking through the
church there is no sales tax.
Main Pelican building on beach: 1 bedroom,. $110.25 per night; 2
bedrooms, $132
Terrace building, 50 yards from beach: 2 bedrooms, $103.50; 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, $136.50; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $175.95
Coordinators are Neil and Martha McIver, (903) 714-8800

Myrtle Beach
For the 15th consecutive year
Avista Resort
Make reservations by calling 1-877-238-4487. Mention group code
2088171
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $80–$93; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, $121–$122;
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $146–$150
Coordinators are Lyle and Kathy Kerby, (304) 354-7147.

Prescott Valley
For the first year (last year we met in nearby Prescott, Ariz.)
Because of the good relationship that some Sabbath-keeping
friends in the area have with their regular hall, we have the oppor-
tunity to have our church service at the Faith United Community
Church (1061 N. Old Chisholm Trail, Dewey, Ariz.), which will be
excellent for potluck opportunities and fellowship.
For assistance in housing, please contact the Feast coordinators.
Coordinators are Dennis and Karen Benson, (928) 899-1337

Your Choice of

Four
Sites!
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Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

E
clipse—The recent total solar eclipse
was an exact replica of the 1918 eclipse. It
covered a 70-mile swath from Oregon to
South Carolina for 90 minutes and was
observed by millions of people ecstatical-

ly viewing it, not realizing its foreboding signifi-
cance to this country, Manasseh.

The 1918 eclipse began in Bend, Oregon, very
close to Eugene, Oregon, where Jesus Christ
began using Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong in 1933
(Eugene = Good Birth). History reveals that year
was the turning point in World War I, for
Germany began losing the war against France,
Britain and America.

The Reverse—America has radically changed
its moral values from that time to where it is
today with the lowest level of abominable sins. It
is also hopelessly divided and at war within itself
(Habakkuk 1:3-4). There are also the monumental
national problems the president and Congress
are unable to solve and are worsening! The 99-
year difference between the two eclipses comes
to be very significant with foreboding meaning of
the worst of troubling times ahead with divine
judgment to follow (Jeremiah 30:5-7).

The Number Nine—The Companion Bible,
Appendix 10, The Spiritual Significance of Num-
bers, states the following: “NINE. Denotes finality
of judgment. It is 3 × 3, the product of Divine com-
pleteness. The number nine, or its factors or mul-
tiples, is seen in all cases, when judgment is the
subject.”

Case in Point—Mr. Joseph Tkach Sr. died
after reigning over the WWCG nine years and
nine months, 1986-1995). God then struck him
with an excruciating painful cancerous death (cf.
Acts 12:21-23). In contrast, Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong died a peaceful death at home.

The Nation of Manasseh—The doubling of
the number NINE, the 99 years in between the two
total solar eclipses, means a double finality for this
nation due to its abominable unrepentant sins! It is
all over! From here it will be a downward slide to
its rendezvous with the Holy Roman Empire con-
quering and enslaving its people! (cf. II Kings 17:5-
18). Both historical duality and prophecy indicate
the demise of this country will be no later than the
year 2026. Consider the following writing:

A Warning for America—Rabbi: Solar
Eclipse Is Divine Warning for America; Tuesday,
August 15, 2017; Israel Today staff:

“Israeli rabbis have joined American Christian
leaders in issuing a range of divine interpretations

for the upcoming solar eclipse that will be visible
across the United States.

“A solar eclipse is an exceedingly rare event, and
the fact that it will be entirely visible in only one
country has struck many as being indicative of
divine intervention. Rabbinical officials in Israel
have further noted that the eclipse will occur on
August 21, which coincides with the last day of the
Hebrew month of Av, a day known in Judaism as
Yom Kippur Katan, or the “minor” Yom Kippur, the
Day of Atonement.

“Taken together,
Amer ican-bor n
Israeli rabbi and
author Lazar Brody
explained the sig-
nificance to Break-
ing Israel News:
“In Kabbalah (Jew-
ish mysticism), the
sun represents the
nations of the world,
and the moon repre-
sents Israel. This
eclipse is only over the
United States.

“That is a shout from above, saying, ‘America, get
your act together, Come back to the Almighty and cast
away all your legalization of what the Torah calls
abominations.’ Idol worship isn’t only bowing down to
idols. In the US, there are people who worship homo-
sexuality and perversion, one of the reasons the Talmud
states for a solar eclipse.”

The Legalization of Abominable Sins—It
began during the eight years of President
Clinton. However, it took the eight years of
President Obama’s administration, supported
fully by the Democratic Congress and the Su-
preme Court, to bring this nation to its lowest
level of legalized abominable sins.

Historical Duality—When considering his-
torical duality, the eight-year reign of President
Obama would be comparable to the closing years
of Judea under the most wicked and evil king of
all Judea, Manasseh (II Kings 21:1-17).

The Righteous King Josiah—Due to God’s
perfect timetable, the fierceness of God’s great
wrath did not come down on Judea at that time,
but God said it was coming soon (II Kings 23:25-
27). Some few years after Josiah’s death, during the
reign of King Zedekiah, doom came to Judea from
Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon (II Kings 25:1-11, 21).

President Trump—The 44th president (Presi-
dent Cleveland served two separate terms, 22nd and
24th). Companion Bible, Appendix 10, the number
four denotes creative works—a reference to the

material creation . . . Doubling that number would
be eight: it has the meaning of regeneration; a new
beginning, or commencement. The eighth is a new
first . . .” This fits President Trump perfectly: His
ongoing purpose is to “Make America Great
Again.” Like King Josiah, never has there been a
president like him (II Kings 23:25).

President Hillary Clinton (?)—She will be
the 45th president (cf. Isaiah 3:12; Nahum 3:13).
This adds up to the number NINE and has the

meaning of divine judg-
ment; the final presi-
dent before being con-
quered by the Holy
Roman Empire.

Foreboding of Doom
—As already noted,
the recent total solar
eclipse has the dreaded
and terrible meaning
of doom for Manasseh
(Ezekiel 5:12; 7:5-9). It is
truly a time of fasting
and prayer.

God’s True Church
—It should be realized

by those who know and believe the teachings of
God’s Holy Bible, Scripture reveals God has only
ONE CHURCH! (Matthew 16:18). And in His
Church are only those whom God has selectively
called and added to it (John 6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16);
a little, little, Church (Luke 12:32; Matthew 7:13-14).
And in God’s true Church the fullness of His true
teachings are believed and taught by His true and
faithful ministers (Revelation 3:7-13).

MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study your
Bible together with this last unedited book Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong wrote, ISBN 0-396-08773-
6, and please wake up! This could save your life
from these worsening troublesome times before
us. Remember—Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus
Christ used to teach all of us the fullness of His
true teachings (II Timothy 3:13-14).

Links to websites maintained by the Church of God Faithful Flock: http://www.cog-ff.com/links.html
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are for educational pur-

poses only. Entire contents © 2017 The Church of God.

All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in mate-

rial quoted in this publication and trademarks appear-

ing in this publication belong to the respective owners

thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by

The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“Time for Fasting and Prayer”
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★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

Old Covenant is not Sinai Covenant
Most attending a Sabbath-keeping

church of God think it is. The
rest don’t know one way or the

other and haven’t thought about it much.
This in spite of the Old Covenant playing
a major part in the doctrinal changes that
tore apart the Worldwide Church of God:

“Then the temple of God was opened in
heaven, and the ark of His covenant was
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings,
noises, thunderings, an earthquake, and great
hail” (Rev 11:19).

Does God need to have a yard sale to
clean out His temple? What is the ark still
doing in His temple if the covenant inside
is old or obsolete?

In fact, the Sinai Covenant, based
100% on His covenant, is not the Old
Covenant. His covenant is forever! “He has
commanded His covenant forever” (Ps
111:9b). “He remembers His covenant for-
ever, the word which He commanded, for a
thousand generations” (Ps 105:8). About 140
generations have passed since Moses.

The Protestant roots of the WCG still
tug at the churches of God. They assume
that His covenant is the Old Covenant
because of old Protestant teaching and
sloppy reading.

The confirmation of the “Old Cove-
nant” is recorded in Hebrews 9:18-22. It

claims that Moses sacrificed calves and
goats, sprinkled the tabernacle and uten-
sils after telling the people every major
precept of the Law.

The confirmation of the Sinai Cove-
nant is recorded in Exodus 24:3-8. There
Moses read from a book that consisted of
the instruction he had just been given in
Exodus 20-23. It didn’t contain every
major precept of the Law. The priesthood
of Levi is not mentioned. Sin offerings are
not mentioned. National curses are not
mentioned. At Sinai, Moses offered oxen
or young bulls, not calves and goats. To
top it off, he didn’t sprinkle the tabernacle
or utensils because they didn’t exist.
Moses had not even received the plans for
them yet. Either Hebrews is referring to a
different covenant and different
time from the covenant at Sinai or
Hebrews is very sloppy.

In fact, it is referring to a different
covenant. “These are the words which
Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the
Jordan . . .” (Deu 1:1a). “Moses spoke to the
children of Israel according to ALL THAT THE
LORD HAD GIVEN HIM AS COMMAND-
MENTS TO THEM” (Deu 1:3b). “These are
the words of the covenant which the LORD
commanded Moses to make with the chil-
dren of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the

covenant which He made with them in Horeb”
(Deu 29:1). “Therefore keep the words of this
covenant, and do them, that you may prosper in
all that you do” (Deu 29:9).

Thirty-nine-plus years after Sinai the
tabernacle did exist and Moses explained
the fundamentals of everything he had
been given from God. Hebrews 9 is refer-
ring to this Deuteronomy covenant.

Among other things, God didn’t
require regular offerings at Sinai. “For I did
not speak to your fathers, or command them in
the day that I brought them out of the land of
Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices”
(Jer 7:22). But they were certainly expect-
ed in Deuteronomy (Deu 12:8-11; 18:1).

One does not add to a covenant. “Though
it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed,
no one annuls or adds to it” (Gal 3:15b).
Since God put additional requirements on
Israel, He made a second covenant to
put the new regulations on a plane equal
to His Covenant that He proclaimed at
Sinai. The words of Deuteronomy define
the terms of this second covenant:

“So it was, when Moses had completed writ-
ing the words of this law in a book, when they
were finished, that Moses commanded the
Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant of the
LORD, saying: ‘Take this Book of the Law, and
put it beside the ark of the covenant of the

LORD your God, that it may be there as a wit-
ness against you’ ” (Deu 31:24-26).

The Law is a second covenant that
was placed near The Covenant of the
Lord. It did not replace it, nor was it the
same covenant. It contained new regula-
tions, which could not be added or
merged into the Sinai Covenant. This
covenant that ratified the Law of Moses is
the Old Covenant, not the covenant
made at Sinai. If the scroll of the law
becomes old, that does nothing to His
covenant, the Covenant of the Lord that
predated it. His covenant is forever.

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. If they have
been unable to understand something so
basic to His mind and the historical
record of scripture, how can you expect
that they can teach you the deep truth of
God? Develop your own relationship with
your Creator with an in-depth study of
His word. This is the tip of the iceberg of
misunderstanding that blinds (Rev 3:17)
the churches of God. A complete under-
standing of His mind begins with under-
standing His covenant and how it re-
lates to the Law.

CreatorsCovenant highlights what oth-
ers have missed.

God’s only identifying mark on His people
is the Sabbath and Holy Days for a reason.

So the world will know who they are.
Live streaming services on our website and YouTube

each Sabbath at 10:30 AM and 1 PM.
Bible study Wednesdays at 7 PM.

Services:
Call home office: / 254-727-4424
1309 N. 15th, Temple, TX 76504

e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com

Join us at the Feast of Tabernacles in
Galveston, Texas, or Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Go to www.houseofgod.tv for more information.

Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.
Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.

TheHouse of God

Two foster
children learn the

meaning of the
Feast of

Tabernacles
To request a

FREE COPY
for your family or

friends, contact the
author at

truehopebooks
@gmail.com

Time to Tabernacle
Written by TonyaVonderhaar

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free. The main office number is
903-636-4779. The toll-free number for voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if
appropriate, someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-488-6603 and is
useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

An Open Letter to All Husbands in the Church of God
Husbands, Do You Appreciate Your Wife?

The other night my wife and I went out
to dinner and while we were waiting
for our dinner to arrive I happened to

look down and see my
wife’s hands folded and
resting on the table. The
light above our table
seemed to highlight her
hands like a sun ray from
God. These were the same
hands that I thought were
so beautiful over 50 years
ago when we were first married.

My wife’s hands are still beautiful to me,
not because they’re attractive but because of
how her hands have served our children and
me all these years. I told her I would like to
have her hands cast in bronze as a wonderful
reminder to all of our family of her years of
service to us.

I contemplated how her hands have ironed
countless thousands of shirts, washed thou-
sands of loads of clothes, cooked endless
numbers of meals, cleaned up messes that I as
a man would never touch with my hands.

Her hands have decorated our house with
paintings, tiling, sewing, and arts and crafts
for us to enjoy. Her hands gently soothe my
muscles when they are hurting. Her hands
encourage me when she hugs me and gently
pats me on the back.

As I sat there looking at her hands, I real-
ized what a blessing she is to me. I confess I

have not always looked at her as a blessing. In
my younger years as a husband I didn’t see
my wife as a blessing but rather a possession.
Instead of seeing her as a helper in my life, I
saw her as a beast of burden, someone to
carry my load. I didn’t appreciate her—I took
her for granted. I expected her to serve me,
and I believed it was her duty as a wife to
serve me. It never crossed my mind that I
needed to thank her for all her hard work.

Oh, how I wish I could go back all those
years and do it over again. I would tell her
how “valuable” she is to me. A husband’s
greatest need is to feel “respected” by his wife.
The greatest need for a wife is to feel “valued
and appreciated” by her husband—that’s
what makes her feel loved by him.

Husbands, don’t make the mistake of with-
holding thanks and praise from your wife like
I did for so many years. The next time you
take your wife out to dinner, while you are
waiting for your meal to arrive, reach out to
your wife and take her hands into yours and
tell her why her hands are so beautiful to you!

My wife and I have gone through a four-
year training course at Christ Quest Institute
on marriage, and it has been life-changing for
both of us. We since have shared what we
have learned in a marriage seminar.

If you would like to view it online go to
greaterphoenixcog.org and click on “Sermons.”
We currently have seven sessions download-
ed, with more to follow.

Wayne and Claudia Speed
1313 N. 25th Ave. • Phoenix, AZ 85009 • E-mail: truckinjeweler@hotmail.com
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The Journal lists 204 Feast sites for 2017
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Gulf Shoes: Ussery-Warren

Feast site, Lighthouse Condominiums,
John Warren, (903) 636-4470; Dot
Ussery, (903) 636-4364, usserydj@
aol.com. Orange Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Alaska—Anchorage: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Arizona—Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Prescott Valley:
Church of God Big Sandy, Dennis or
Karen Benson, (928) 899-1337.

Arkansas—Searcy: Points of Truth
Ministries, http://pointsoftruth.com.

California—Indian Wells: Guardian
Ministries, http://www.daveantion.com,
David Antion, P.O. Box 50734,
Pasadena, CA 91115. King’s Beach:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.
org/tabernacleshome.php. Oceanside:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. San Diego:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. San
Diego: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Colorado—Colorado Springs: The
House of God, Ron Harmon, houseof-
god1015@gmail.com, 1309 N. 15th,
Temple, TX 76504, (254) 727-4424.
Estes Park: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Snowmass: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

Florida—Destin: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com. Fort Myers: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Fort Walton
Beach: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-
of-tabernacles. Lantana: Christian
Church of God, Neville Gilbert, (561)
547-4952, jancgil@aol.com. Melrose:
Oct 6-14, Community of YHVH,
http://fallfeast.com. Panama City:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panama
City Beach: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
St. Augustine: Church of God,
CBE/Church of God Bethel, P.O. Box
1635, Auburndale, FL 33823. Panama
City Beach: ICG, http:// intercontinen-
talcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. St.
Petersburg: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles. St. Petersburg:
COG in Miami/CGI, http://godschurch.
org/Feastlocation.htm.

Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Hawaii—Hapuna Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Indiana—Elkhart: Pacific church of
God, http://pacificcog.org/fot2017.

Iowa—Manson: Sukkot—The
Rehearsal, http://midwestsukkot.com.

Kentucky—Kentucky Dam Village:
CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-of-taber-
nacles. Lake Barkley: ICG, http:
//intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php. Owensboro:
Owensboro Church of Jesus Christ,
www.owensborochurchofjesuschrist.
com, (270) 684-6075, (812) 876-3893.

Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Branson: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php. Branson: Oct.
3-10, Church of God in Truth,
http://www.postponements.com/
id15.htm. Branson: International
Congregation of Yahweh, http://www.
icyahweh.org. Lake of the Ozarks:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Montana—Glacier Country: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

North Carolina—Bladen Lakes
State Forest: Oct. 5-13, Sukkot N.C.,
http://www.sukkotnc.com. Lake
Junaluska: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Shawnee State
Park: Oct. 5-13, Truth on the Web
Ministries, http://www.truthontheweb.
org/THEFEAST.htm.

Oklahoma—Lake Eufaula State
Park: Oct. 4-11, The One True Elohim,
http://www.onetrueelohim.com/dates.h
tml. Wagoner: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.
org/feast-of-tabernacles, Wynn Skelton,
wls45@suddenlink.net, (903)
939-2929.

Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,

http://feast.ucg.org. Lebanon: Oct. 4-
11, Jubilee Sukkot 2017,
https://manna.events/sukkot/more-
information. Redmond: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Seaside: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Pennsylvania—Harrisburg: Pleasant
Hills Christian Church,
http://www.pleasanthillschris-
tianchurch.com/site7/Schedule.html.
Lake Harmony: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org. Lancaster:
Northeast Church of God (COGMI
Associate), Charles Gray, info@
cognj.org, (215) 519-6264.

White Haven: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
South Carolina—Hilton Head

Island: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Myrtle Beach: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,

Lyle Kerby,(304) 354-7147. Myrtle
Beach: ICG, http:// interconti-
nentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Myrtle Beach: CGI/CFN,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.

South Dakota—Rapid City: Abib
Fellowship, abibofgod.com.

Tennessee—Chattanooga: Vigilant
Church of God, https://vigilantcog.com.
Newport: I Saw The Light Ministries,
http://www.isawthelightministries.com/
feast.html, Tim Carpenter. Pigeon
Forge: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Sevierville: Church of God Worldwide
Ministries, cogwwm.homestead.
com/Feast-of-Tabernacles-2017.html.

Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com, PO Box 690, Big Sandy, TX 75755.
Galveston: The House of God, Ron
Harmon, houseofgod1015@gmail.com,
1309 N. 15th, Temple, TX 76504, (254)
727-4424. Galveston: ICG, http://
intercontinentalcog.org/taberna-
cleshome.php. Lake Bob Sandlin
State Park: Season of our Joy,
www.sooj.org, Tim Kelley,
tim@sooj.org. Lake Conroe: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Lake
Texoma: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
New Braunfels: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Vermont—Mount Snow: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Wisconsin—Green Lake: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Lake Geneva:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Wisconsin Dells: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Cordoba: CGWA,

http://feast.cogwa.org. San Martin
de los Andes: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Australia—Coffs Harbour, New
South Wales: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Merimbula,
New South Wales: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Stephen Clark,
stephen_clark@ucg.org.au, +61-3-
9717-3873. Nelson Bay, New South
Wales: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Nelson Bay, New South Wales:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php. Caloundra,
Queensland: Christian Educational
Services, http://cesa.org.au. Kawana
Waters, Queensland: UCG,

http://feast.ucg.org, Bill Bradford, bill-
bradford@bigpond.com.au, +61-7-
3711-5599. St. Helens, Tasmania:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Matthew
Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-2-
4388-3463. Rockingham, Western
Australia: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Grant Chick, grantchick@ ucg.org.au,
+61-8-9523-4623.

Barbados—Pebble Beach: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. St. Lawrence
Gap: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Barundi—Mugina: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Benin—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise
Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr.

Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
marioseiglie@sbcglobal.net, (714)
533-9481; Raul Machicao,
mackao077@gmail.com, 591-2-275-

0799. Santa Cruz: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Brazil—Bonfim: LCG, https://fot2017.
lcg.org.Maloca de Moscou: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org., Jorge de Campos,
jorge_decampos@ucg.org,
(513) 907-9774.

Cameroon—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Moise Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.
fr. Eseka: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Canada—Cochrane, Alta.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Larry DeLong,
larry_delong@ucg.org. Kimberley,
B.C.: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Victoria, B.C.: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org, John Elliott, victori-
afeast@ucg.ca. Liverpool, N.S.:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Barrie,
Ont.: Maranatha Church of God,
http://maranathachurchofgod.ca.
Collingwood, Ont.: CGI/CFN,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian
Church of God, http://www.canadi-
anchurchofgod.com. Midland, Ont.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Niagara
Falls, Ont.: LCG, https://fot2017.
lcg.org. Roseneath, P.E.I.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Orford, Que.:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Sorel, Que.: LCG, https://
fot2017.lcg.org.

Caribbean Cruise—Christian
Educational Ministries, http://www.
borntowin.net.

Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Olmue: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Jaime Gallardo,
jaime_gallardo@ucg.org; Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714)
533-9481.

China—Hong Kong: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, www.feast-
hongkong2017.com.

Colombia—Armenia: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.Cartagena:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Scott
Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704)
628-6383. El Rodadero, Santa
Marta: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Congo (Democratic Republic of)—
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Kinshasa:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Cuba—Playa Larga: LCG,

https://fot2017.lcg.org.
England—Bournemouth: LCG,

https://fot2017.lcg.org. Torquay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kendal: ICG,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org/taberna-
cleshome.php. Kendal: Seventh Day
Christians,http://www.
syvendedagskristne.no/Festival.html.

Estonia—Kuressaare, Saaremaa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Johnnie
Lambert, fotestonia@gmail.com, (607)
796-2669, 562 Sing Sing Road,
Horseheads, NY 14845.

Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

France—Calais: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Carry-le-
Rouet: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Roquebrune-sur-Argens: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Tim & Maryse

Pebworth, feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Gabon—Pointe Denis: LCG,

https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,

http://feast.ucg.org,
www.vkg.org/fot.php.

Ghana—Accra: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kumasi: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Antigua: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panajachel:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Israel
Robledo, jisrael.robledo@gmail.com;
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

Guyana—Georgetown: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Lethem:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Haiti—Paillant: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

India—Agra: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
David Schreiber, david_schreiber@
ucg.org, (507) 377-8151. Kochi:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Israel—Jerusalem and Tour of
Israel: Oct. 4-13, Congregation
of Yahweh (Jerusalem) https://
coyhwh.com.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org,
www.feastinitaly.org, Carmelo
Anastasi, registration@feastinitaly.org,
+39-338-409-7919.

Ivory Coast—Cote d’Ivoire: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Man:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Jamaica—Montego Bay: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Montego
Bay: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
jamaicafot@gmail.com. Runaway
Bay: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Kachinland—Lazum Brang, Na Mawn,
Lake Indawgyi Region, P.O.
Hopin–01112, Kachinland via
Myanmar (Burma)

Kenya—Got Kachola: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Monte Knudson,
monte_knudson@ucg.org. Kendu
Bay: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Mombasa: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Monte Knudson, monte_knudson@ucg.
org. Nakuru: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Ogembo: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Monte Knudson,
monte_knudson@ucg.org.

Malawi—Blantyre: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious
Mpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@
yahoo.com. Lilongwe: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious

Mpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@
yahoo.com. Salima: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Malaysia—Penang: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, info@ucg.org.au.

Martinique—Ste. Luce: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Mexico—Guanajuato: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Gabriel Garcia,
gabriel_garcia@ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-
9481. San Miguel de Allende:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Myanmar (Burma)—Kalaymyo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Sakhan Gyi:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.

New Zealand—Hammer Springs:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Nelson:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Daniel
Porteous, porteousx4@hotmail.com,
+64-9-420-6414 or +64-27-337-9070.
Taupo: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Nigeria—Benin City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Lagos: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Huaychulo:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Philippines—Bacolod City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Baguio City:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com; +63 (917) 814-
7826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati City
1287, Philippines. Baguio City: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Baguio City:
Church of God Sharing Village, Raul de
Asis-Hipe, +63.0922.887.2322. Davao
City: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Raul
Villacote, raul_villacote@yahoo.com.;
Earl Roemer, earllroemer@gmail.com;
David Dobson,
dedobson@hotmail.com. Davao City:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Don
Carlos: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Ivisian: Church of God in Truth,
http://postponements.com.
Maranding: LCG, https://fot2017.
lcg.org. Leyte, Visayas: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Jose Campos,
campos_jt@yahoo.com, +63
(998) 549-6503.

Rwanda—Giti: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Saint Lucia—Rodney Bay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org,
stluciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

Scotland—Fort William: Oct. 6-13,
Maranatha Ministry (a.k.a. North West
CoG), http://maranathanministry.
org.uk. Stewarton: Oct. 6-13,
Stewarton Bible School,
http://www.stewartonbibleschool.
org.uk/TABONNET.html.

South Africa—Margate: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Roy Demont,
roydemont@gmail.com. Port
Shepstone: LCG, https://fot2017.
lcg.org. Stilbaai: LCG, https://
fot2017.lcg.org. Uvongo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Spain—La Alberca: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Sri Lanka—Negombo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Passikudah:
UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/feast,
David Schreiber, david_schreiber@
ucg.org, (507) 377-8151.

Tanzania—Ukerewe: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Thailand—Chiang Mai: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Chiang Mai:
Legacy Institute, Leon Sexton,
legacyinstitute.org.

Togo—Afagnan: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Kpalime:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Trinidad and Tobago—Lowlands:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Vanuatu—Orap Village: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.

Zambia—Kitwe: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Derrick Pringle,
sailfreeseas@gmail.com. Lusaka:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Major
Talama, talamanawa@yahoo.com.
Mapoko: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.

Zimbabwe—Tuli Hill Camp,
Bulawayo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

T hese are the Feast of
Tabernacles sites for 2017 THE

JOURNAL was aware of at press
time. Information for the listing comes
from Web sites and information sent
directly to THE JOURNAL by Feast organiz-
ers and other JOURNAL readers. THE

JOURNAL especially acknowledges the
information available at http://
7th-day.info (the 7th Day Sabbath
Churches of God website).

Unless otherwise stated, each listing
shown here represents an observance
beginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 4,
2017, and continuing through Thursday,

Oct. 12, 2017 (referred to as the Last
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day
in the various Churches of God).

This listing abbreviates Church of
God International/Common Faith
Network (CGI/CFN), Tyler, Texas;
Intercontinental Church of God (ICG),
Tyler; Living Church of God (LCG),
Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church of
God (CCG), Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United
Church of God an International
Association (UCG), Milford, Ohio;
Church of God Ministries International
(CGMI); and Church of God a
Worldwide Association (CGWA). Note

that some phone numbers refer to a
church’s headquarters in the United
States rather than a local Feast contact.

Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open
attendance policy; that is, visitors are
welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s
understanding that some Church of
God organizations allow Feastgoers to
attend with them only by special per-
mission. Therefore, if you wish to
attend one of those churches’ Feast
sites, The Journal recommends you first
contact the sponsoring church or its
representative.
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Y
ears ago we had a local minister who
used the above once in a sermon. Strange
how you remember some things better
than others. I suspect he had a lot of
really good advice I willfully forgot over
the years.

If I remember correctly his point was aimed at many
of the worldly churches. It just hit me today (the day of
the deadline for this ad copy) what I should write about.
And it’s been hitting hard all day. An article in The Blaze,
8/31/17, by Matt Walsh (www.tinyurl.com/blaze888)
covers a similar angle.

From the article: “Outrage erupted this week when
a group of Evangelical leaders released what is being
called the Nashville Statement. The statement, pub-
lished by the Council on Biblical Manhood and
Womanhood, simply affirms fundamental Christian
teaching on the subject of gender and sexuality.”

He continues, writing that “the basic principles es-
poused are right, good, and fundamental. They’re root-
ed in Scripture and consistent with what Christianity
has taught for 2,000 years . . . Though these concepts
are as old as time and well known to any half-serious
Christian, we live in a society where they must be
shouted from the rooftop again and again and again.”

He then points out: “. . . A significant number of
pastors, priests, and Christian scholars have revealed
themselves to be profoundly ashamed of it (the
Gospel). Their teachings and their sermons linger
around the edges of the truth without ever venturing
too deeply into it. They are afraid of it and embar-
rassed by it”

This is so true. “. . . These Christians will not admit
that they are motivated by fear and cowardice. They
claim that it is ‘love’ that drives them to hide in a
corner . . .”

“Progressive” Christians . . . admonish those who
wrote it (Nashville Statement) and those who agree
with it for their lack of “love.” They sensed another
opportunity to score points with the world by con-
demning Biblical truths as “unloving,” and they took it,
like they always do.” This is a stinging indictment of
the condition of far too many in the mainstream
Protestant denominations.

Further on he gives this telling example: “Father
James Martin responded with some sweet and sappy
declarations of his own, meant to counteract the terrible
and bigoted Nashville Statement . . . ‘LGBT people are
some of the holiest people I know’ and that ‘God loves
LGBT people,’ etc. Yes, obviously it’s true that God
loves LGBT people, but the clear insinuation is that one
cannot believe God loves LGBT people and also affirm
Biblical teachings on sexual morality.”

The next statement is the key to
how Satan deceives us into false for-
giveness and misapplied mercy. “He
(Martin) sets up a false choice
between love and truth. This is the
game that Satan plays in our culture,
and men like James Martin are more
than happy to be his pawns in it.
Instead of publicly contradicting
Christian teachings about sexuality
and gender, they simply refuse to dis-
cuss the subject except to proclaim that God loves
everyone regardless of what they do in the bedroom.
This is supposed to be the “loving” approach.”

Walsh then drives a wooden stake through the heart
of Satan’s claims of ‘love’ and ‘mercy’ and ‘acceptance.’

“The Nashville Statement is truly loving because it
is truly Christian. It is a thousand times more loving
than any pointless, crowd pleasing sermon about toler-
ance and inclusivity. In relaying a few fundamental
truths in a plain and uncompromising way, it loves by
shedding light into the darkness. That, after all, is what
love ought to do. There is no other kind of love.”

Mr. Walsh hit it out of the park. He has clearly stat-
ed why so many of the worldly churches are full of false
Christians.

Now, we have been told clearly what the problem is.

How many of us do the same thing? How many of us
fall prey to misusing the words of Christ in Luke 6:37?
How many articles (seldom ads) in this very paper do
you read that imply we are to love others and not judge
their actions or policies by the fruit they bear?

I made mention on Facebook about a multitude of
photographs I had seen where rescuers are carrying
full-grown young to middle-aged adults through calf-
deep water. As I pointed out, I agree with carrying an
old person, an injured person, children and handi-
capped people. And maybe some of the photographs
were of those people.

But, to look at them without being told the person
being rescued was handicapped, my first response was:
“What’s the matter with your
legs? Are they broken?” In
fairness, perhaps they
were.

However, from hard
experience in my
personal life
while in God’s
v e r y  o w n
church, I can
s t a t e  u n -
equivocally
there are a
good portion
of  our own
members who would al-
low a rescuer to carry them out of a
flooded house instead of walking themselves.

My reason for relating this is I received some admo-
nition from a couple of family members. One said I
was too hard. Another said perhaps the clothes they
have on are the only clean dry ones they have. Another
said he’d carry women and children till he dropped.

Let’s go through them. I’m too hard. Well, what
would God do? Seriously, you need to be thinking how
God would respond. Why? Because someday, you will be
like God, making those decisions! If you can’t learn now to
think like God does, guess what: God might not think
you can handle that responsibility.

Are there any examples? Well, what happened when
Uzza reached to steady the Ark? (1 Chron 13:9-10).
“And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzza
. . . because he put his hand to the ark: and there he
died before God.”

God killed Uzza. Would you? After all, Uzza was
only trying to stop the ark from falling. Will you be
‘more forgiving than God’?

“Perhaps the only clean dry clothes they have are

the ones they have on.” This is another prime example
of how we need to use the mind God has given us, as
Solomon did. The specific photo I commented on
showed a man carrying a woman in two feet of water
from a multistory house, with the porch, and therefore
the first floor, above the water level. So their clothes
were all still dry, unless they stored them all in the
crawl space.

I had to evacuate from Galveston County years ago
from a storm. We were smart enough to put every-
thing we could up on tables and on high shelves. To
make the statement my family member did gives the
subject of the discussion an excuse. In the vernacular
of psychology, it’s called enabling.

You’ve all heard the proverb about giving a man a
fish or teaching him to fish. It’s the same thing. God

forgives us, but He also expects change, not excuses.
Christ didn’t excuse the woman caught in adultery. He
had mercy, but he also told her, “Go and sin no more.”
When we give the panhandler on the street a couple of
bucks, are we really helping him?

The last one, “I’d carry women and children till I
drop.” Again, is this Godly reasoning? In our safety
training, we are taught to never ever go in to rescue any-
one unless we know the conditions are safe. Most peo-
ple (possibly myself included) would rush into harm’s
way to save another human. But is that wise, and is it
Gods will? People will misuse the scripture about
“Greater love has no man than to sacrifice his life for
his brother” to justify overextending resources, includ-

ing their own strength or health.
There’s a video on this exact issue.

One man goes down a ladder into a
tank. He gets to the bottom and his

coworker at the top
sees him fall

u n c o n -
scious.

W h a t ’ s
the coworker
do? Goes right
down that
ladder. Guess
what. He falls

unconscious
also! Because there’s not

enough oxygen at the bottom of the tank.
Now the rescuers have to get two people out, and it’s
very likely they will be pulling out two dead people,
instead of one.

My last family member says he would work till he
dropped. Okay, so he carries twenty people and keeps
their clothes and shoes dry. What about the other twen-
ty people who can’t walk out through the water!? By his
own admission, he wouldn’t be using the basic common
sense God gives him to determine if they needed the help.

My family member just wasted the resources he had
that could help people who can’t help themselves. So
now he feeds his emotions and feels good about help-
ing others who don’t really need the help!! Solomon was
given wisdom so he could rule the people. God expects
no less from us. We must be wise and logical with our
decisions, not emotional. That is God’s will.

Does this mean I agree with the hard-core ministers
from the Edmond, Oklahoma, church who misuse
God’s word to split families apart? Or agree with oth-
ers who twist tithing scriptures to suck their member-
ship dry? Or agree with the man who uses spiritual

gymnastics to convince his
readers and members his is the
only true church because his
members worship Mr. Arm-
strong and place Mystery of the
Ages as equal to the Bible?

Absolutely not. Christ clearly
taught us Mercy and Love are
the hallmarks of God’s charac-
ter. The leaders of his age had
added so many regulations and

rules so that, if a person actually fol-
lowed them all, there was no way that person could
transgress the letter of the law. There were so many
safeguards around the actual laws it was impossible to
break the regulations Moses set forth from God.

That’s good, right? No!! By doing so, those leaders took
out the personal responsibility humans owe God, and
took away the ability to show mercy and love. This is what
Christ berated them for. They made their rules the idol
they worshiped. Just as some ministers now do. By mak-
ing the Church the idol they and their followers worship.

Christ taught a life of balance. Humans have a diffi-
cult time with it. Try balancing on a barrel. It’s hard to
do. Finding the balance between too hard and too for-
giving is also hard to do. Far too many times we fall to
one side or the other.

Read Matthew 5:48. That is balance.

Brought to you as a public service by Hawkeye Home Inspection Service. “We give you the truth”
www.HawkeyeInspectionService.com / bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

When Uzza steadied the Ark,
God’s anger was kindled against

him, and there he died before God.

Do You Try to OUTFORGIVE God?
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HWA’s street wisdom let him see through theological artifice
ly, even about his own teachings. (I
have not seen or read the book he
wrote in the ’80s that has caused such
a flurry of excitement in the WCG and
Philadelphia Church of God. Maybe
he revived long enough to write it.)

If I could prove to him, with hard
scriptural evidence, that he was wrong
about something, he’d change it. Then
he’d forget that he’d changed it. He’d
revert to his comfort zone on the sub-
ject and deny that he had revised his
teaching.

It was sometimes difficult to work
with him under these circumstances.

Whom can you trust?
Mr. Armstrong was paranoid. He

was mistrusting of the motives of the
people who surrounded him. He real-
ly didn’t know who to trust.

Those who were politically or
financially motivated played to this
weakness, capitalizing on his suspi-
cion of others and using it to discredit
them and gain power, perks and privi-
leges for themselves.

I could cite many instances, includ-
ing some personal ones, but I’d rather
not. Everyone has to live with his
Judases.

Herbert Armstrong was, when it
came to people, entirely vulnerable.
My theory is that this explains the

authoritarian bluster he constantly
manifested. It was his way of protect-
ing himself.

He was extremely susceptible to
third-party reporting. He tended
uncritically to believe various accus-
ers of other people. He seldom gave
the accused an opportunity to explain
or defend themselves or confront their
accusers. People’s fortunes rose and
fell with every rumor, every accusa-
tion (true and false alike). One highly

placed man told me Mr. Armstrong
had fired him no fewer than 50 times.
Talk about emotional whiplash.

One person close to Mr. Armstrong
once told me, “HWA likes you, Brian,
because you’re not a yes-man.”

But he liked to have yes-men
around him because he knew he could
control them and that they would be
sycophantically loyal to him no matter
what. But he didn’t respect them.

The more I got to know Mr. Arm-
strong personally, the less fearsome he

seemed. He appeared more like a
feisty old man, the victim of his own
illusions, surrounded by manipulators,
protectors and toadies and struggling
to maintain the image and credibility
he had so carefully constructed with
the brethren over the years. Whatever
mystique he once had for me evapo-
rated when I got to know him.

As far as his personal sins were
concerned, those are between him and
the Lord. We all stand before the judg-

ment seat of Christ and are account-
able for how we live our lives. Mr.
Armstrong was not exempted from
that judgment. Whether he repented
before he died is something only the
Lord himself knows. It is not our
place to judge. It is only for us to be as
merciful to others as we would have
the Lord be to us (Matthew 7:1-2).

When I study closely the words Mr.
Armstrong wrote, I realize there was
much he didn’t know about the Bible,
etymology, exegetical method, herme-

neutics, history and the texts of Scrip-
ture themselves.

To point these things out is, to the
true believer, to “attack God’s apos-
tle.” It is to burst a sacred bubble, to
invade a sacrosanct space wherein
dwells “the truth.”

On the other hand
All this notwithstanding, some-

times he got it right. He did have a
kind of street wisdom that enabled

him to see through some of the theo-
logical artifice that has been imposed
upon churches.

He was right when he said the
Bible does not teach the Trinity doc-
trine. He was correct when he said
Easter is pagan. It is true that much
pagan thought has crept into Christian
theology down through the centuries.
He spoke truth when he said that
Sunday is not the Sabbath.

Being right about those things
doesn’t make him larger than life.

Other people have been right about
them too. But they made no apostolic
claims.

To me, Herbert Armstrong was just a
man who was right about some things,
wrong about others. He was not, as one
person recently suggested, “the greatest
Jewish prophet of our time.”

People who elevate Mr. Armstrong
onto a godlike pedestal are, in my view,
making far too much of him. In some
cases their approach borders on idolatry.

On the other hand, people who dis-
miss everything he taught and said
because they discovered the reality of
his flawed character are also in error.

The reality is that he was right
when he was right and he was wrong
when he was wrong. Those who seek
to prove him right when he was wrong
are guilty of intellectual dishonesty.
Those who seek to prove him wrong
when he was right are unjust.

Let the evidence speak objectively
for itself. Leave the man out of the
discussion and focus only upon his
claims and ideas. Find and keep the
wheat. Discover and reject the chaff.
Don’t believe everything he said just
because you see him as God’s apostle.
Don’t reject everything he said just
because you don’t.

After all, he himself said: “Don’t
believe me. Believe the Bible.”

Do it!

Sometimes Mr. Armstrong got it right. He was right when he said
the Bible does not teach the Trinity. He was correct that Easter is
pagan. He spoke truth when he said Sunday is not the Sabbath.

Continued from page 3

The word describes a society that is
barren of virtue but abounding with
vices” (New Spirit Filled Life Bible).

Relevance for us?
But we in the Church of God don’t

behave like this, right? So in what
way could grace help us if we under-
stood it as more than simply God for-
giving us for our sins?

Let’s look at some of the scriptures
that mention grace.

“And great grace was upon them
all” (Acts 4:33).

I understand this to mean that the
brethren here were at peace with God
and each other.

They resolved conflict and were
good-humored and forgiving. Romans
1:7 links peace with grace.

The apostle Paul
“And He said to me, My grace is

sufficient for you, for my strength is
made perfect in weakness” (2 Corin-
thians 12:9).

Paul had an unspecified infirmity
that Jesus would not remove. I suggest
that Paul had to live with a reminder
of his humanity. Possibly he would
have become arrogant if it had been
removed, trusting in himself for
strength.

But the Lord could exhibit His own
strength through Paul, who would not
be in competition with Him. All too
often we compete with God, not
always intending to, but wanting to
put our own plans and ideas first.

We often chafe when we are ill or
weakened, but Paul could take pleas-
ure in knowing God’s purpose. He
was confident in Jesus’ affectionate
regard for him.

Of course, when we find a person
weakened by infirmity we should
have great respect for him. Pray for
his strength and relationship to Christ,
not only for his healing.

From Christ estranged
“You have become estranged from

Christ, you who attempt to be justified
by law; you have fallen from grace”
(Galatians 5:4).

Surely we should obey the law. Yes,

but there is more to God’s love for us
and ours for each other than obedience
to law.

Grace gives us a relationship with
Christ because He is kind and affec-
tionate towards us. Similarly, we need
to be kind and affectionate towards
one another.

We like one another and we don’t
need to work hard at pleasing others.
We like Jesus Christ and His ways and
we please Him automatically because
of our affectionate relationship.

It’s quite simple
We please God the Father automat-

ically, just as we please our human
fathers and they please us (Colossians
3:20-21). What does God actually say
He requires of us?

“He has shown you, O man, what is
good; and what does the LORD require

of you but to do justly, to love mercy,
and to walk humbly with your God?”
(Micah 6:8).

In God’s family
God predestined us to be sons by

Christ Himself, “to the praise of the
glory of His grace, by which He made
us accepted in the Beloved. In Him we
have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to
the riches of His grace which He
made to abound toward us in all wis-
dom and prudence” (Ephesians 1:1-8,
especially verses 6-8).

Grace here is clearly linked to
forgiveness of sins, and I find it in-
teresting that it causes us to be accept-
ed by the Father because of the Be-
loved, Jesus.

The chapter routes the subject back
to God the Father in verse 3. God
called us, chose us to be holy, to be
adopted into the family of God.

Grace is a major part of that family
relationship.

In other words, we are comfortable
in the family of God because we are
forgiven and we forgive one another.

We are in the family of God be-
cause of grace, because we have been
saved and because of God’s love for
us (Ephesians 2:4-10). As Paul wrote
to the Romans, “the kingdom of God
is not eating and drinking, but righ-
teousness and peace and joy in the
Holy Spirit” (14:17).

Grace underpins the entirety of our
family relationship with each other
and with God (Ephesians 4:1-7). This
is how we should live in God’s fami-
ly. Grace is a gift to be used to pro-
mote the family.

Not only does grace enable us to
live in God’s family now but also in
God’s Kingdom in the future, of
which God’s family is surely the fore-
runner (Hebrews 12:28).

Grace is a gift given by God to the
humble (James 4:6).

Do I offer grace?
Grace, then, has everything to

do with how I behave towards oth-
ers, within the family or even out-
side. Grace is not only about God
giving me unmerited pardon, but to
what extent I give unmerited pardon
to others.

Jesus told us in the most important
prayer in the Bible that the Father’s
forgiveness of us is bound together
with our forgiveness of others, “For-
give us our debts, as we forgive our
debtors” (Matthew 6:12-15).

How can a person freely give such
unmerited pardon or unmerited favor
to others?

Because he is fond of them. He
doesn’t go around muttering about
other people’s faults, perceived or
real. He has no need to ferret around
finding fault. He is happy within his
mind, productive, content, gainfully

employed, experiencing a few stable,
productive relationships that keep him
grounded and safe.

Our humanity
We accept our own humanity and

other people’s. It can be terribly hard
to deal with others when they are
unforgiving of us. The best thing to
do, if possible, is to get out of their
path. Wounded themselves, they can
only wound others.

The inability to forgive is destruc-
tive of both parties. Sometimes we
just need to have compassion for the
other person’s pain, recognize it, pray
for him, leaving him alone.

Go to your brother alone
It is important that, if possible, we

go to our sibling to mention a problem
to him or her (Matthew 18:15-20).

However, I think special care needs
to be taken between men and women:
How did a situation of conflict arise in
the first place between this man and
this woman?

Easy to misunderstand
Unfortunately, sometimes affection

is misleading and people easily mis-
understand each other.

The greatest difficulty, I think, is in
understanding and accepting another
person’s viewpoint. However, if at
least we can acknowledge that another
viewpoint exists, then we are moving
towards being gracious towards others.

Reciprocal or independent?
Human relationships are reciprocal,

but in recent years our Western socie-
ty has generated an attitude that tells
people they are much stronger if they
are independent.

My belief, based on my observa-
tion, is that, as human problems have
increased, people don’t know what to

do or how to help, so they place the
responsibility onto the afflicted
person. Hence they believe that to
be independent is the only way to
survive.

God, alternatively, tells us that it is
in relationship with others that real
strength lies.

“Though one may be overpowered
by another, two can withstand him.
And a threefold cord is not quickly
broken” (Ecclesiastes 4:12).

When we lack affection or comfort
for each other, we drive others into a
hole by themselves.

People who have been brought up
by their parents to be secure and able
to handle life are, indeed, strong in a
particular way, but they are not better
than others, only privileged.

Ultimately we are all dependent
on others for daily relationships and
survival.

Breakdown of family life
It is worth considering other situa-

tions that arise in our modern society.
We live in an age when many hurt

because of the breakdown of family
life. Hurt makes people angry, and
they become aggressive as they de-
mand and seize what they think will
give them their need.

Sometimes people become manip-
ulative to gain a relationship or some
other thing they want, which can be
hard to deal with, firstly because we
may not recognize it happening until
too late and, secondly, because if we
see what is happening we don’t like to
be unfriendly or unkind.

Nevertheless, we need to be clear-
sighted as we stand up to someone
else’s abuse, but without letting un-
kindness become a way of life.

Be kindly affectioned
In the Church of God we need

to implement grace to forgive one
another.

Ephesians 4:29 exhorts us to use
our speech to impart grace to each
other, and verse 32 sums it all up:

“. . . Be kind to one another, tender-
hearted, forgiving one another, even
as God in Christ forgave you.”

Is grace something more than just God’s forgiveness of sins?

We were always taught that grace means unmerited
pardon, and so it does. But I was astounded when it came

to my attention that the word means much more.

Continued from page 3
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‘I concluded a long time ago that Ron’s works are timeless’
Not a denomination

As outlined in a press release, CEM
came into existence in November 1995
when founded by Mr. and Mrs. Dart “as
an independent, nondenominational min-
istry to serve the public and individual
Christians of every kind through the min-
istry of Ronald L. Dart.”

CEM began after Mr. Dart left the
membership and employ of the Church
of God International because of disagree-
ments with the CGI’s founder and presi-
dent at the time, Garner Ted Armstrong.

CEM’s stated mission is (1) to share
the gospel of Jesus Christ to the world,
(2) to teach Jesus’ disciples so they may
be “proficient and equipped for every
good work (2 Timothy 3:71), to (3)
teach and train this generation and the
next with studies and programs focused
on youth through the Darts’Youth Edu-
cational Adventures (YEA) program
and (4) to bring God’s people closer
together through cooperation.

The six members of CEM’s board of
trustees are Willie Oxendine, interim
president; John Beasley; John Currier;
Jon Garnant; Cathy Gibbons; and Rod-
erick Martin.

The new RLDEA
But THE JOURNAL recently heard

about an “evangelistic association” to
be a part of, or associate with, CEM.
Since THE JOURNAL heard that it is head-
ed up by Wes White, a longtime Church
of God member who lives near Big
Sandy, it contacted him.

The following information is based
on an E-mail conversation this writer
had with Mr. White.

First, THE JOURNAL wondered if the
Ronald L. Dart Evangelistic Associa-
tion (RLDEA) is meant to replace
CEM in some way.

No, “the RLDEA certainly does not
replace CEM,” Mr. White replied. “Fur-
ther, the relationship between RLDEA
and CEM has yet to be determined.

“I have requested a meeting with
Willie Oxendine, [interim] president of
CEM, to offer our services to him. We
want nothing from them. We only want
to assist them in their efforts to promote
Ron’s materials.”

THE JOURNAL found this statement by
Mr. White to be slightly confusing.
Why is someone who is not technically
a part of CEM creating something
called an evangelistic association with
Mr. Dart’s name as a part of its name?

“It is our goal to work with CEM
harmoniously because we both have
the same desire to promote Ron’s
works,” Mr. White said.

Did Mrs. Dart have anything to do
with the setup of the RLDEA?

“Before Allie went in for her first
round of surgeries, she started talking
to me about her discontent with the
CEM board. She had asked for the res-
ignations of the entire board and they
refused. She wanted to replace all of

them because she did not believe they
would effectively carry on Ron’s work
after she died.”

Mrs. Dart, Mr. White said, “conducted
her first RLDEA-board meeting during
her recovery” from her early surgeries.

The need for two boards
THE JOURNAL wondered about the

two boards. Is their membership list
identical?

No, “the two boards are not identi-
cal,” Mr. White said. “Cathy Gibbons is
on both boards, but she is the only per-
son who serves on both boards.”

The members of the RLDEA board
are Mr. White and Gary and Cathy
Gibbons.

Did Mrs. Dart mention the RLDEA
in her will or, before she passed on, in a
transfer of assets of some kind?

“Yes,” Mr. White said. “Allie was
very specific that the RLDEA would
get a portion of her estate under certain
circumstances. My understanding of
the will is that, if certain conditions of
Allie’s will are met, RLDEA can give
money directly to CEM.

“Those conditions require that cer-
tain individuals no longer be associated
with CEM if CEM is to get any of her
estate.”

Further, he said, “if the conditions of
Allie’s will are not met, then none of
the portion of her estate can go to CEM.
Instead, it goes to RLDEA. I do not
know what percentage of the estate this
portion constitutes.”

But “let’s be clear,” Mr. White contin-
ued. “Allie’s will does allow CEM to
inherit that big portion of her estate.
Well, that is, if the CEM board follows
her wishes regarding personnel involved
in CEM. If the CEM board does what
Allie’s will stipulates, there might not
even need to be an RLDEA.”

Differences in goals
THE JOURNAL wondered if the

RLDEA’s and CEM’s stated missions,

their goals, are essentially the same.
No, they’re not the same, Mr. White

said. In fact, there are several differ-
ences between the RLDEA and CEM.

“First,” he said, “CEM reproduces
Ron’s tapes and books and booklets and
CDs and DVDs. CEM has quite an
inventory that they distribute. The
RLDEA will have no inventory. We will
not be mailing anything to people.”

Second, he said, “my vision is for
the RLDEA to encourage people to
go to CEM and order Ron’s material
from CEM.

“For example, if CEM will allow it,

RLDEA will purchase radio time
across the country for Ron’s Born to
Win radio program.”

Mr. White then mentioned a weekly
program he airs online called SOS,
short for Start Our Sabbath.

“On my weekly show SOS,” he said,
“I would like to play nicely made 30-
second commercials that will promote
something of Ron’s that CEM either
sells or gives away.

“I would like to
see Gary [Gibbons]
record the audio of
the commercial and
add music to it.
Then I would like to
turn it over to our
video specialist who
will add pictures or
ideas, making it
ready to play on the
show.”

Exploring Vietnam
Mr. White said he

would like to ex-
plore the possibility
of visiting Vietnam
to preach the gospel.

“I am told,” he
said, “that Vietnam is
a perfect point for
learning and accept-
ing our unique reli-
gious beliefs. The people of this country
are no longer a bicycle-powered society,
but they are not yet contaminated by
Western materialism, video games,
Netflix and other forms of time-wasting.”

He said he would encourage Viet-
namese to learn more about the Bible
from Christian Educational Ministries.

“Cathy and Gary [Gibbons] and I
obviously need to sit down and start
putting pen to paper to create four spe-
cific action plans,” Mr. White said. “We
are anxious to move forward in promot-
ing Allie’s wishes because her wishes
are in harmony with the Bible’s instruc-

tion to preach God’s Word.”
Some may disagree with what Mrs.

Dart stipulated in her will, he said. “But
let’s be frank. It’s her money. She didn’t
leave it to her cats like some widows
have done. She had no cats. She left
things to her friends and family.

“Coupled with that, she honestly be-
lieved that Ron’s messages were the
best messages out there, and her will
provides for the promotion of those
quality messages.

“I don’t find any fault in her
approach to how her estate should be
utilized.”

In with the new?
But, this writer commented, one

might think Mrs. Dart might have
thought of CEM as her personal min-
istry, so why was she more inclined to
finance the new RLDEA than the orig-
inal CEM?

“It is important that everyone un-
derstand that the estate of Allie Dart
and the 501(c)(3) [nonprofit corpora-
tion] CEM are two totally different

entities,” Mr. White
explained.

Although some
ministries are run as
the personal proper-
ty of a minister and
his family, he said, “I
don’t believe CEM
was ever run that
way. It is my under-
standing that CEM
always had an inde-
pendent board which
could overrule the
wishes of the found-
er or even get rid of
its founders.”

Concerning the
RLDEA, it is “set-
ting up a council of
advisers that will
help us develop
ideas,” Mr. White
said. “There are so

many people who believe Ron was a
gifted teacher and are willing to help us
figure out new ways to promote his
works. We certainly want their com-
ments and suggestions.”

Touchy question
THE JOURNAL thought of another

question but almost hesitated to ask it.
After all, this writer, when driving the
highways, byways and FM roads of East
Texas, enjoys the comforting sound of
Mr. Dart’s friendly voice on KTBB and
many other radio stations.

But, Mr. White, could you speculate

for us why so many Church of God
ministries continue broadcasting videos
and audios of their dearly departed
leaders?

In other words, isn’t the death of
such a leader—be he Mr. Dart or Her-
bert or Garner Ted Armstrong or Dug-
ger and Dodd—a good time to move on
to give other preachers and commenta-
tors a chance to participate on the front
lines of what the Churches of God like
to call the work?

“I can’t speak to other ministries
regarding what value they see in pre-
serving the works of deceased minis-

ters,” Mr. White replied. “I can only say
that I concluded a long time ago that
Ron’s works are unique in that they are
timeless.

“Many messages by COG ministers
are dated within weeks of their being
delivered. Ron’s stuff is just as valuable
today as it was when Ron first present-
ed it. I believe Ron’s materials will have
value 20 years or 50 years or perhaps
even 100 years from now.

“I constantly receive E-mails and text
messages from people telling me that
Ron’s materials are still relevant and
helpful to their lives today whether he
gave the message back in the ’80s or a
month before his accident.”

Not a church
Mr. White mentioned that Start Our

Sabbath, or SOS, produced by him and
his wife, Nancy, is created under the
auspices of their personal ministry,
Dynamic Christian Ministries.

“It is not a church service or a Bible
study,” he said. “Nancy and I broadcast
SOS from our home via Facebook and
via a YouTube link at dynamicchris-
tianministries.org at 8 p.m. [U.S.] cen-
tral time.

“We don’t take the show or ourselves
too seriously. We laugh a lot. We tell
jokes and poke at each other with good-
natured humor. Our listeners poke fun
at me regularly. And we study the Bible
. . . For us, SOS is a labor of love.”

Mr. White said he and Mrs. White
would like to promote Mr. Dart’s mate-
rials “a lot more now because Allie has
asked us to” and because “we really
believe he was the best COG [Church of
God] teacher of our time.”

Will CEM fund the RLDEA?
No, Mr. White said. Rather, the

RLDEA “will send money to CEM.”
In the unlikely event CEM didn’t co-

operate with the RLDEA, how would
you, Mr. White, promote the Dart min-
istry without access to the Dart materi-
als? Could the RLDEA exist without
CEM cooperation?

“I don’t know the answer to this ques-
tion,” Mr. White said. “All we can do is
take one day at a time and see what hap-
pens. The main point is this: The people
at CEM are my brothers and sisters in
Christ. It is my prayer that they succeed
in their efforts to promote the gospel
through Ron’s works. I have every in-
tention of being peaceful with them.

“In the COG we have so much to
learn when it comes to conflict resolu-
tion and learning how to disagree in a
Christian manner.”

Contact info
Contact Christian Educational Min-

istries (which goes by the name Christian
Educational Services in some other coun-
tries) at borntowin.net. To E-mail CEM
see the “Contact” page on the website.

To contact the RLDEA or Wes or
Nancy White, send E-mail to wdwhite
49@yahoo.com.

THE JOURNAL wondered if the Ronald L. Dart Evangelistic
Association (RLDEA) is meant to replace CEM in some way.

the dean of students at Ambassador
College.

While serving in the international
ministry, the Darts made at least two
trips around the world, visiting church
offices and conducting Sabbath ser-
vices wherever they went.

Responsible support
Ron was always the one in the pub-

lic eye, but it was Allie who fully sup-
ported him in his responsibilities and
was always behind him.

They did not believe it was just
Ron’s ministry. It was their ministry
for God. In every phase of their min-
istry Allie was resolute, single-mind-
ed, focused on getting the gospel out
to the world. That was her mission
and undying passion. She knew what
she wanted, and she was undaunted
by anything that got in the way of ful-
filling the job they were called to do.

They began Christian Educational

Ministries (CEM) in 1995. The Born
to Win radio program went on the air
in January 1996.

While Ron recorded the daily radio
program, weekly sermons and week-
end Bible studies, over the last sever-
al years Allie was managing editor for
CEM’s numerous publications, the
Youth Education Adventures (YEA)
program and CD distribution.

Proverbs 31
In many respects Allie was a good

example of a Proverbs 31 woman.
Remember how the Proverbs 31

woman, among other things, bought a
field and sold her crops to bring in extra
money for her family? Over the years
Allie performed various jobs to help
support their ministry, and for 16 years
she was a top producer for the real-
estate company she worked for in Tyler.

So she did not just buy a field. She
bought many fields and turned them
into rental property to provide a com-

fortable income for their retirement.
The Darts never did retire, but they

also did not have to depend on the
CEM ministry as their principal
means of support.

More than a job
After Ron’s accident in 2010, Allie

became the acting CEO for Christian
Educational Ministries.

“For me, this is far more than just a
job,” she said. “I feel very strongly that
the work I do for CEM is God’s work
and must be treated as such. I stand in
awe of having this responsibility.”

Allie was not just a Christian sol-
dier, as we are all instructed to be. She
was a Christian warrior, constantly and
tirelessly taking on whatever physical
or spiritual battles came her way.

Rough year
This past year was a rough one for

Allie. Ron died in January 2016 after
a lengthy illness. During that time

Allie was Ron’s primary caregiver.
Three short weeks after Ron died,

Allie was diagnosed with cancer. Af-
ter receiving treatments for several
months, she seemed to be responding
well. However, in March of 2017 she
was diagnosed with additional cancer:
a tumor that necessitated a long and
complicated surgery in April.

The day after the surgery she had a
stroke that left her left side paralyzed.

Over the next few months of thera-
py she appeared to be progressing
well, especially for an 84-year-old. She
regained the use of her left side and
was again getting around with assis-
tance and the aid of a walker device.

About three weeks before she died
she began to get weaker, so Cathy
Gibbons took her to an oncologist.

Let’s do this
The doctor did a CT scan and found

Allie’s cancer had aggressively spread
throughout her body. When Allie real-

ized there was nothing more that
could be done and she would be going
to hospice, she said to Cathy in her no-
nonsense way, “Well, then, let’s get
this show on the road.”

If she could, I know Allie would
want to thank everyone who helped
and supported her through her ordeal.
She would want to give special thanks
to Cathy and Gary Gibbons, Linda
Benton, Joshua Voyce, Kim Marsh
and so many other friends and associ-
ates who did what they could to attend
to her needs through the years.

Allie would have been very happy,
and deeply honored, that so many
showed up at her funeral.

Peacefully waiting
Allie Driver Dart was a remarkable

lady and a real trooper through all this.
She fought the good fight and is
peacefully awaiting Christ’s return
and the resurrection, when she can be
reunited with the love of her life.

Allie Driver Dart is greatly missed.

Ron always in the public eye, and Allie fully supported him

Continued from page 16

Continued from page 16

Ronald Dart
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Just what do you mean when you say pure religion and undefiled?
be reminded of James 1:27, about
“pure religion and undefiled . . . to
visit the fatherless and widows in their
affliction.”  It was at that moment that
the concept of Child of God Rescue
was born.

At the same time I was asking my-
self many questions. Are these legiti-
mate orphans? Why haven’t I ever
helped orphans before? What’s my
excuse? It’s right there in the Bible.

On top of all that, my mother was a
widow. I was a fatherless child. How
badly did I miss the boat on this one? 

I got the names of the orphans and
visited every house where they were
staying. I met the people and saw
where the children slept. It was an
excellent weight-loss program, by the
way, as I walked about 50 miles in the
process. I came away with several
conclusions:

These people are my brothers
and sisters in the faith.

These orphans are legitimate.
We need to do more than just

feed them. We need to give them a
chance at life.

We had many discussions and ac-
tivities following up on our new rela-
tionship. At the end of my visit, before
returning home, I called the leaders
together. I wanted to make things
clear: My church is very small. We are
not one of the corporate COGs, and
we do not have members from the rich
and famous segment of society.

I explained that if they expected sig-
nificant financial aid they were coming
to the wrong church. I put an empty
trash can in front of them. I asked
everyone to look into the trash can.
They looked. Then I explained this is
exactly how much money we have.

“So,” I asked, “are you sure you
don’t want to go to a bigger church
with more money?”

They said, “No, we want to work
with you.”

Plans to help
Back home we began to discuss

and prepare the plans for helping the
orphans. It took a lot of work, and I
had a lot of help from people more tal-
ented than I. We launched a nonprofit
organization, Church of God Rescue
(not a church), with the sole aim of
helping orphan children.

We launched a website, made pro-
motional materials, adopted the well-
known motto: “If you give a man a
fish, he’ll be hungry tomorrow. If you
teach a man to fish, he will eat for the
rest of his life.”

We made optimistic plans to build
an orphanage, school and guest house,
for which we had zero funds to begin
building.

I committed to make every effort to
return to Africa every two years. My
next visit was in the first quarter of
2010.

During that visit I traveled with a
prosperous and benevolent couple that
wanted to help us with our orphans. I

had never met them and had done
nothing to bring about the connection.
They ended up funding the construc-
tion of our Faithful Children’s Center
Orphanage and helping to begin con-
struction of our school.

Adventure and blessing
My third visit was 2010 during the

third quarter. My son Ben came with
me. It was quite an adventure and
blessing for both of us.

That trip gave me the idea that it
would be a wonderful addition to the
COG Rescue program to take a small
group of American college students to
visit our orphanage and school to help
with maintenance projects and inter-
act with the children.

During that visit, we got to see the
launch of our school, Wisdom Acad-
emy. Originally it was small, designed
to teach only our 27 orphans.

Unfortunately, the Kenyan Min-
istry of Education (KEM) approached

us shortly after the launch to tell us
what we were doing was not allowed.
To open a primary school Kenyan law
requires there to be no fewer than 11
grades, no fewer than 60 students and
no fewer than 13 teachers.

In Kenya, primary school has three
grades before first grade—baby, nurs-
ery and preunity—then there are
grades 1 through 8. They learn En-
glish and Swahili, and all schools
must teach from the Christian Bible.

Accommodating the specs
By my next visit, in August 2013,

we had been able to purchase adjoin-
ing land and build additional buildings
to accommodate the classroom speci-
fications required by the KEM.

Our school, Wisdom Academy, was
fully operational with certified teach-
ers. The question at that time was how
to fill in the additional students.

Should we charge for our school,
which is what most schools do? It
would make sense to help fund the
operating costs.

However, as we prayed about it and
considered what God was doing in
this work, it became clear that charg-
ing would be a mistake. We chose to
allow only children who could not af-
ford to go to public school the oppor-
tunity to come to Wisdom Academy.

We set up a process to interview the
guardians of every student to ensure
they are truly a destitute family. In ad-
dition, we allow only 200 students to
come to our school.

Only our orphans, destitute chil-
dren and children of our staff attend
Wisdom Academy. Our school is in
Gucha District of Kisii County. There

are about 100 primary schools in the
district.

Each year the KEM distributes na-
tional tests to every school throughout
Kenya. The students take the tests,
which are graded and posted by the
KEM. Each school is ranked within its
district based on these grades.

Wisdom Academy is the No. 1
school in the Gucha District.

We are grateful to God and for the
talent and hard work of our teaching
staff.

Feeding the children
In 2014 we added another signifi-

cant blessing to the orphans and
school. We began serving lunch to the
children.

It is hard to appreciate what a won-
derful blessing this is when we live in
America. For many of these 200 chil-
dren this is best meal of the day. For
some it is the only meal of the day.
They eat a vegetarian diet supple-

mented rarely by beef or chicken.
I am sometimes asked where our

orphans come from.
They come from many situations.

They are all missing either one or both
parents and in destitute circumstances,
though many of them do have a sur-
viving relative.

None of them has health issues or
serious medical requirements. Our or-
ganization is not designed to care for
children with those needs.

However, our children are all checked
once a month for health-related issues.
None of them has any serious disease.

Rescuing a little girl
Let me give you a couple of the

more-dramatic stories of children
coming to live with us.

Angel. Richard Mogendi, our
manager of the orphanage and princi-
pal of the school, was visiting a man
who owned property by the river.
During the visit he heard a child
screaming. The man and Richard be-
gan to search for the child.

Soon they found a little girl across
the river holding onto a branch and
screaming for her life. She was 2 or 3
years old.

They retrieved the child, and Rich-
ard went to look for her mom. She
was a teenage girl who had decided
she did not want her baby, so she had
thrown her in the river.

Richard took the baby to Children’s
Services and explained the circum-
stance. He obtained the necessary sig-
natures to place her in our orphanage
legally.

We named her Angel because it
seemed impossible that a baby could

hold to a branch and keep herself from
going under the water. Therefore they
surmised that an angel must have been
holding her up.

Rescuing a teen
Brian. Brian was one of two

brothers who were thrown out of their
home. Their father had left their moth-
er, and the mother did not have enough
money, so she threw her sons out.
The older was about 18, the younger
about 14.

They were hiring themselves out as
day laborers so they could eat. Even-
tually their boss did not have work for
them and after a couple of days the
younger brother, Brian, went into a
cornfield and took a couple of ears of
corn for himself and his brother.

The farmer caught him and spoke
to the neighbors about the crime. They
decided that he should be burned to
death, so they placed him by the side
of the road with a can of gas.

People were screaming. The older
brother was screaming that they
should die together. Richard saw this
scene and stopped. He asked what
was going on.

They explained and Richard asked
how much the corn would cost. They
told him. He paid for the corn, got the
boys released and took the younger

brother to the Children’s Services to
have him signed in as one of our
orphans. The older brother was over-
age for the school.

We pray for help
Of course we have orphans from a

wide variety of circumstances. Many
arrive with far less dramatic stories,
but all of them are destitute.

In August 2016 I visited our or-
phanage and school again. We still
work hard every day for the orphans
and the schoolchildren. There are on-
going challenges and ongoing plans to
overcome them. Above all we trust in
God and pray that He will send broth-
ers and sisters of faith and compassion
to become a part of the work we are
doing in His Name.

Our plans include continued im-
provements to our Facebook page
(CoGRescue) and our website (cogres-
cue.org). We also work to improve our
outreach through our Mbuya Mono
program, a youth-outreach effort that
teaches thankfulness.

In addition, we have immediate
needs to cover our operational costs
and to facilitate a way for our children
graduating from eighth grade to be
able to attend local high schools that
charge annual fees.

Our ultimate long-term plan is to
build a farm large and successful
enough to fund from its production
the school and orphanage.

[See the photo of some of the chil-
dren at the orphanage on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.]

Continued from page 1

The two men found a little girl across the
river holding onto a branch and screaming for

her life. She was 2 or 3 years old.

One sometimes wonders
our sun. We removed our funny glass-
es and there we were staring at the
sun and its corona. It was amazing.
Suddenly it was much darker and
kind of eerie.

In all too short a time this bright
crescent light appeared on the edge.
And, of course, I had to look at it. It
was an unbelievably bright white
light. Brighter and whiter than I had
seen in many decades. You would
think I was smart enough to not look.
Nope. Then out came the glasses.

I immediately thought about Rev-
elation 1:6, where it describes the
face of Jesus like the sun shining in
its strength. I don’t know how any-
one could watch this and not believe
in a Creator. In fact, I heard several
people say that. Seeing this event re-
minded me of a psalm:

Psalm 8:3-4: “When I look at
Your heavens, the work of Your fin-
gers, the moon and the stars which
You have established; what is man
that You are mindful of him, and the

son of man, that You visit him?”
This day was quite an experience.

For me, I now felt pretty small look-
ing at the sun and moon.

There is an old hymn by George
Beverly Shea that puts it all in per-
spective for me. As I share it with
you, I hope the words have a posi-
tive effect upon you too.

__________
There is the wonder of sunset at

evening, the wonder as sunrise
I see.

But the wonder of wonders that
thrills my soul is the wonder
that God loves me.

There is the wonder of springtime
and harvest, the sky, the stars,
the sun.

But the wonder of wonders that
thrills my soul is the wonder
that is only begun.

O the wonder of it all, the wonder
of it all. Just to think that God
loves me.

O the wonder of it all, the wonder
of it all. Just to think that God
loves me.

Continued from page 3

Notes and quotes

if an Old Testament prophecy directly
applies to the nation where I live?”

My answer: Instead of wasting
your time trying to make an Old Tes-
tament prophecy fit directly into your
view of a national situation, how
about simply finding value from all
lessons and warnings of prophecy that
can apply?

Consider Zephaniah 3:2 again.
Zephaniah 1:2-3: Judgment on

the whole earth.
Zephaniah 3:8: Judgment on the

whole earth.
Zephaniah 3:9-13: The promise

of conversion.
Zephaniah 3:14-20: The promise

of restoration.

Present Church of God
Someone could ask: “How can I

know if an Old Testament prophecy

directly applies to the present Church
of God?”

My answer: Instead of wasting
your time trying to make an Old Tes-
tament prophecy fit directly into your
perspective of the church landscape,
how about simply finding value from
all lessons and warnings of prophecy
that can apply?

Consider Zephaniah 3:2 again.
Zephaniah 2:1: Nation not desired.
Matthew 21:43: The Kingdom of

God will be taken and given to a nation
(Body of Christ).

John 17:14-17: Not of this world.
Galatians 6:16: The Israel of God.
Ephesians 6:10-12: Spiritual battle.

Personal message
Someone could ask: “How can I

know if an Old Testament prophecy di-
rectly applies to me?”

My answer: Instead of wasting your

time trying to make an Old Testament
prophecy fit directly into your modern
world, how about simply finding value
from all lessons and warnings of proph-
ecy that can apply?

Consider Zephaniah 3:2 again.
Zephaniah 2:1-3: Hidden.
Psalm 91:1-16: Under the shadow

of the Almighty (protected physically
and protected by God’s grace).

Ephesians 6:13-17: Take up the
whole armor of God.

John 10:3-5: The sheep know His
voice.

Hebrews 12:5-11: Do not despise
God’s correction.

Luke 22:39-44: He drew near to
God; being in agony, He prayed more
earnestly.

1 Peter 5:6-7: Humble yourselves
under the mighty hand of God; cast all
your cares upon Him; He cares.

Begin your study with the historical audience
Continued from page 3

October 2017 issue of Beyond
Today magazine is online, along
with a written summary and
videos of the council of elders’
meets of Aug. 21-24. See also
ucg.org.

Dale Schurter restored
WADSWORTH, Ohio—Dale

Schurter was sidelined 18 months
ago, but he has been restored to
the Restored Church of God.
RCG pastor David Pack
announced that:

“Mr. Dale Schurter is actively
serving in the ministry again, doing
much better and that’s wonderful,
at the young age of 80 about two
weeks ago today . . . So he’s
serving as the associate pastor
with Mr. McElroy in Dayton, Ohio.”

Both Mr. Schurter and Larry
McElroy had moved to the RCG
from the United Church of God.
See also rcg.org.

With one accord

ALLEN, Texas—The Church of
God a Worldwide Association’s
September-October 2017 edition
of Discern magazine is online, as
well as the September issue of
One Accord. See cogwa.org.

Sabbath services from England
are broadcast live on YouTube
(1:30 p.m. GMT, 8:30 a.m. U.S.
eastern time) and have been
added to the “Live Broadcasts”
page.

All of the CGWA’s other live
Sabbath services remain pass-
word-protected.

Continued from page 16
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By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—Much has
happened lately in and con-
cerning Christian Educational

Ministries, the Church of God non-
church organization begun by Ron
and Allie Dart in 1995.

In January
2016 Mr. Dart
died, after a pro-
tracted period of
health problems
that began with
a fall that seri-
ously injured
him in 2010.

More recent-
ly, on Aug. 9,
2017, Mrs. Dart
died after con-
tracting cancer that had affected her
for several months before her passing.

So a question arises: What’s in
store for CEM and its supporters and
their efforts at “doing the work,” as
Church of God folks like to refer
to preaching the gospel, spreading
the message of the Bible and feeding
the flock?

THE JOURNAL decided to check with
someone from the staff in the CEM
office in Whitehouse, near Tyler,
Texas. She is Linda Benton, who

describes herself as “basically the edi-
torial staff.

“I do the monthly newsletter, other
publications and correspondence and
Feast coordinating and planning.”

But there’s more to the CEM story
lately. That is the formation of

another corpo-
rate entity: the
Ronald L. Dart
Evangelistic As-
sociat ion,  or
RLDEA.

For informa-
tion on that new
organ iza t ion ,
T H E J O U R N A L
turned mainly to
Wes White, a Big
Sandy resident

and longtime Church of God member
who has been a supporter of Mr. and
Mrs. Dart’s ministry as well as the
Church of God International and other
Church of God groups and efforts for
many years.

But first we’ll hear from Linda
Benton.

On the path
When THE JOURNAL invited Ms.

Benton to provide this newspaper
with late-breaking information about

CEM after Mrs. Dart’s passing, she
sent us an announcement that is
excerpted on page 1 of this issue, bot-
tom right on the page.

“We assure you that Christian Edu-
cational Ministries continues on the
path laid out by Ron and Allie,” an-
nounced the “CEM Update by the
CEM Board and Staff” that Ms. Ben-
ton provided.

“We are on the radio each day” (a
reference to Mr. Dart’s Born to Win
broadcast, which airs locally on
KTBB Tyler and many other radio
stations nationally).

“We continue to provide Ronald L.
Dart’s timeless broadcasts, sermons,
books, booklets and articles through
radio and social media to all who ask
each day.”

Ms. Benton mentioned that CEM
continues to prepare for 2017 Feast of
Tabernacles sites at Land Between the
Lakes, Ky., and the Western Carib-
bean cruise out of Galveston, Texas.

Further, “we continue to share Born
to Win on our website, www.borntowin.
net, and in our social-media outlets to
great effect.” The bottom line, she
said, “is that we continue to do this
work—their work—each day.”

See I CONCLUDED, page 14

Linda Benton Wes White

The writer is a longtime Church of
God member and was a longtime
friend of Allie Dart, who died Aug. 9,
2017 in a hospice facility in Tyler,
Texas. Mrs. Dart, with her husband
Ronald, founded Christian Educa-
tional Ministries in 1995.

By Richard Glasgow

GARLAND, Texas—several
months ago, Allie Dart told
me she

knew she was
not an easy per-
son to  love.
Those of you
who were close
to her, or worked
with her, may
have known that
to  be t rue on
occasion. But
consider this:

Allie was sin-
gle-minded and focused. She never
swerved or got side-tracked from
what drove her. She was a driven
visionary, and she was on a mission.

She was a driver, after all! In case

you didn’t know, Driver was Allie's
maiden name. Could she have had a
more-appropriate name?

What drove Allie?
What was it that moti-
vated her? What was her
mission?

God works
God works in mysteri-

ous ways. In the autumn
of 1949 Allie Driver and
Ron Dart were sopho-
mores in high school in
Houston, Texas, and
their algebra teacher
arranged the seating for
that class in alphabetical
order. Because of the
spelling of their last
names they were seated
next to each other.

Ronald and Allie be-
came friends, then more
than friends, and after
three years of dating
they were madly in love
with each other. So they got married
on Feb. 21, 1953.

For 63 years
They stayed madly in love with

each other and were
each other's best
friends until the end,
63 years later.

Ron was destined
to serve in the min-
istry. He was in the
U.S. Navy, and after-
ward he attended
Hardin-Simmons
University. Then they
both attended Am-
bassador College in
Pasadena, Calif., in
the 1950s.

Ron quickly rose
in the ministerial
ranks in the Radio/
Worldwide Church
of God. Added re-
sponsibilities in the
work of the WCG
took them to Bricket
Wood,  England,
where Ron served as

Richard Glasgow

Ron and Allie Dart in 1953

Allie Dart was single-minded and focused

See RON ALWAYS, page 14

Notes and quotes

Information for several items in
this edition of THE JOURNAL’s
“Notes and Quotes” is provided

by 7th Day Sabbath Churches of
God. See 7th-day.info for frequent
news updates.

William Dankenbring dies
OMAK, Wash.—William “Bill”

Dankenbring of Triumph Prophetic
Ministries (triumphpro.info) died
Aug. 28, 2017.

After graduating from Ambas-
sador College
in 1963, he
became a
prolific writer
for the
Worldwide
Church of
God’s Plain
Truth, Good
News and
Tomorrow’s
World mag-
azines and

was appointed as an associate
editor.

His articles didn’t always meet
with the approval of senior staff,
and in 1974 he was fired,
although a few more of his arti-
cles were published later.

He remained a member of the
WCG, but he founded Triumph
Publishing and started writing
independently, commercially
marketing his books during the
WCG’s Feast of Tabernacles.

Many expressed astonishment
that Mr. Dankenbring was not pre-
vented from doing this, especially
because his material was not
entirely in harmony with the
WCG’s teachings.

His Triumph Publishing grew
until 1980, when he published an
article that proposed a new expla-
nation of the 2,300-days proph-
ecy of Daniel.

As a result, the WCG disfellow-
shipped him. He then established
Triumph and published a monthly
magazine, Prophecy Flash, since
that time.

Mr. Dankenbring over the years
wrote several articles, including
advertisements, that appeared in
THE JOURNAL.

He had suffered from heart and
kidney problems but continued to
broadcast on the Sabbath. His
final broadcast was Aug. 12.

See Mr. Dankenbring’s
obituary on page 5 of this issue
of THE JOURNAL.

Biblical calendar 2017
The next astronomical conjunc-

tion will be on Sept. 20, 2017. The
first day of Rosh Hashana (Day of
Trumpets) on the Hebrew calen-
dar will be Sept. 21. The new
moon will not become visible over
Israel until the following evening.
The new moon might be visible
over the western United States on
the evening of the 20th. So you
may want to refer to the Septem-
ber new-moon chart if you are
relying on local observation.

Restored Church of God
WADSWORTH, Ohio—David

Pack of the Restored Church of
God (rcg.org) is to have heart

surgery in the coming days. All
heart surgery is dangerous and
even if successful Mr. Pack will be
out of circulation for weeks in
recovery mode.

“I’m having my faith tested,” he
said a few weeks ago. If God
“does not choose to heal me any
more than He chose to heal Paul
or Mr. Armstrong, I’m in good
company.”

Emergency Legacy letter
CHIANG MAI, Thailand—Leon

Sexton’s Legacy Institute (legacyin-
stitute.org) sent out an emergency
letter asking for emergency dona-
tions to keep the ministry going.

“I am asking, seeking and
knocking,” he wrote. “Our dona-
tions have dramatically dropped
over the past three months.
Monthly donations have dropped
to 40 percent of what we usually
receive. I am not ashamed to say
that we are really hurting.”

Based on past years, Mr.
Sexton said, “we need approxi-
mately $3,500 to hold the
Myanmar [Burma] Feast of Taber-
nacles site. The brethren in
Myanmar earn very little and so
have little to tithe. So the burden
rests with Legacy to rent a
meeting room and pay for any
food and transportation out
of the mountains.

“Again, we need your prayers
to have a successful FOT for our
Myanmar brethren.”

Bible-based advocacy
DENVER, Colo.—The Septem-

ber-October 2017 issue of the
Bible
Advocate
magazine,
published by
the Colorado-
based
Church of
God 7th Day
(cog7.org)
is online.

Its reports
include one
about the

church’s biennial (every other
year) convention, which took
place in early July.

President Loren Stacy present-
ed the view that to teach that
church unity is achieved by
restricting decision-making to the
ministerial elite, or even one man,
is a wrongheaded approach.

The CG7 allows voting by all
adult members attending the con-
vention, not just elders. Mr. Stacy
said he wants to go further,
because he believes that unity
depends on including members
everywhere in major decisions.

The world of tomorrow
CHARLOTTE, N.C.—The

Living Church of God’s Sep-
tember-October 2017 issue of
Tomorrow’s World, published by
the Living Church of God)
(lcg.org), is online.

Today and beyond
MILFORD, Ohio—The United

Church of God’s September-

Bill Dankenbring

Loren Stacy
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