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Outlook on postponements
affects festival observances
Last month’s issue of THE JOURNAL
featured coverage of a comprehensive
view of calendar issues from Vol. 1, No.
1 of THE JOURNAL. The following article was the lead article in THE JOURNAL’s coverage of the subject 20 years
ago. It reported on the big calendar
conference in Dallas, Texas, in 1997.
By Dixon Cartwright
ALLAS, Texas—If you haven’t
yet heard about the calendar
postponements, just wait a
while. Questions about the Hebrew
calendar and the touchy subject of its
postponements are a hot topic in
many of the Churches of God. To
some people postponements are no
big deal. To others they’re the mark of
the beast.
What are they? Do the brethren
need to be concerned about them? Do
they make any difference one way or
the other?
A conference at the Hilltop Inn
here Jan. 3-5, 1997, convened to take
up those questions in earnest.
Billed as a Friends of the Sabbath
get-together, the meetings were sponsored by a group called the Scattered
Brethren.
The Scattered Brethren is a ministry founded by Lawrence Maayeh of
Plano, Texas. Mr. Maayeh invited anyone interested in the Hebrew calendar
and the postponements—whether for
or against them—to attend and present pros or cons on the subject.
What subject? We still haven’t
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answered the big question: What are
postponements?
Postponements are, well, delays
Postponements are regulations built
into the Jewish calendar that can delay
for up to two days the beginning of
the year. The rules—four of them—
were placed there under the direction
of a rabbi named Hillel II in A.D. 358
when the Sanhedrin was disbanded.
The postponements were part of the
calculations established at that time
for Jews to determine the times to
observe the festivals.
Critics of postponements, such as
James Russell of the Church of God
in Truth and Mr. Maayeh of the Scattered Brethren, say that no man has
the right to postpone the festivals.
They draw direct comparisons between the annual feasts and the weekly Sabbath.
Mr. Russell goes so far as to equate
acceptance of the postponements with
bearing the mark of the beast.
Other postponement critics don’t
go that far, but they do think something is terribly wrong. Why should
people be allowed to tamper with the
holy days? Isn’t that precisely the
same thing as postponing the Sabbath
to Sunday?
Can God be pleased with our keeping the festivals on days at times that
were determined by mere men?
Advocates of the postponements,
on the other hand, note the difficulty
See DALLAS, page 13

Are postponements in the Bible?
Last month’s issue of THE JOURfeatured coverage of a comprehensive view of calendar issues from
Vol. 1, No. 1 of THE JOURNAL. The
following article was the lead article
in Vol. 1, No. 2, which concluded
this newspaper’s coverage of the
Dallas calendar conference in 1997.
NAL

By Dixon Cartwright
ALLAS, Texas—In this issue THE JOURNAL concludes
its two-issue series on the
festival calendar and the postponements.
The Feb. 26, 1997, issue contained a report [reprinted above on
this page] on a calendar conference
in Dallas in January 1997 and several papers written by people for
and against observance of the postponements and for and against observance of the Jewish calendar.
The postponements can affect by
one or two days the beginning of the
year as observed by members of the
Church of God. The various methods of determining intercalary, or
leap, months can affect the beginning of the year by a month.
For example, in 1997 some Churches of God were observing the spring
feast days in March, although most
were observing them in April.
Many of the March observers
avoided the postponements, although others who did not observe
them planned to meet for the Days
of Unleavened Bread in April, al-
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The Journal
invites readers’
Feast listings

though not necessarily on days identical with those specified by the
Jewish calendar.
UCG study paper
In February 1997 the doctrine
committee of the council of elders of
the United Church of God an International Association published a study
paper, “Summary of the Hebrew
Calendar.”
It was not sent to the general
membership, but it previewed information UCG members could soon
see. It addressed the calendar and
postponements from the perspective
of whether Jesus observed them.
“We have no reason to believe that
the Church has ever used anything
but the Hebrew calendar through the
centuries,” the paper states.
It lists several questions the doctrine committee considered, although it doesn’t purport to answer
all of them:
What does the Bible say about
the calendar?
Did God reveal a calendar to
Moses?
Is there really a sacred calendar? Does Scripture support the concept?
What are the oracles of Romans
3? Can one prove the oracles were or
were not part of the calendar?
What role did the Jews play in
developing and maintaining the
calendar?
See CONCERNING, page 13
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“I’m not through talking yet!”

CAYTON CARTOONS—This is one of the cartoons created by Church of
God member Earl Cayton that ran in several general-interest and aviation
magazines in the 1940s and ’50s. This one appeared originally in The
Saturday Evening Post. See an article about Mr. Cayton, who serves as THE
JOURNAL’s official cartoonist, beginning on this page. For more of Mr. Cayton’s artwork, see pages 3 and 4. [Cartoon courtesy Earl Cayton]

HE JOURNAL plans to continue listing contact information, locations and dates of
Feast of Tabernacles observances
for 2017 in next month’s issue.
If you haven’t already, you’re invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or info
@thejournal.org. Or fax it toll-free
to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
Many observances this year will
fall from Oct. 4 through Oct. 12.
The Feast is eight full days, counting the last day, but falls on nine
days or partial days on the Gregorian calendar.
See this issue’s list on page 11.

Church of God member, 16-year fighter pilot,
glided into cartooning and soared for years
This article is updated from one
that ran in issue No. 87 of THE JOURNAL, dated April 30, 2004.
By Dixon Cartwright
artooning was something
Earl Cayton drifted into, as
he puts it. He built and flew
model airplanes at age 16 in Lodi,
Calif., and in Tacoma, Wash., in
1941 took commercial-art college
classes, then became an Air Force
pilot and instructor during World
War II. Early in life he combined his
aviation and art interests by drawing
cartoons about airplanes.
For about 17 years now Mr.
Cayton, who says he’s “ninety-two
and a half years young,” has served
as THE JOURNAL’s official cartoonist.
You can see his creations on page 3
of almost every issue.
But in the 1940s and ’50s, besides aviation periodicals such as
Air Force Magazine, you could locate his work in mainstream periodicals such as The Saturday Evening
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Post, Collier’s and The New Yorker.
“I drifted into doing cartoons for
The Saturday Evening Post and the
other big magazines,” he said.
“I was drawing cartoons for aviation magazines that were printed at
the same place as some of those
major magazines.
“My first cartoon for other than
aviation magazines was for The Saturday Evening Post, as I recall.
Word had gotten around. I didn’t
call them. They called me.”
Mr. Cayton is a relative newcomer to the Churches of God, although
not to Sabbath-observing Christianity.
“I was an Adventist all my life
until about the beginning of ’94,” he
told THE JOURNAL in a telephone
interview.
In 1994 he “switched to the
Worldwide Church of God,” he
said, “just before they changed their
doctrine.”
At that point most of the congregation with which he attended, in

San Francisco, Calif., left the WCG
and affiliated with the United
Church of God.
So for more than 20 years now
Mr. Cayton, who lives in San
Francisco, has met on the Sabbath
with the UCG and other Church of
God congregations.
“I meet with whichever Church
of God is the closest on the
Sabbath,” he said. “All the groups
are pretty much the same anyway.”
Mr. Cayton has been “cartooning,”
he says, almost as long as he can
remember.
“It’s just something I started when
I was in grade school. I always did it.
I did it for school papers. Then, when
I was in the Air Force, I did cartooning for practically all of their publications, including Air Force training
manuals.”
Mr. Cayton served as a pilot in
what in World War II was known as
the Army Air Force, then he worked
as fleet-sales manager for Ford Motor
See SABBATH SERVICES, page 4

Bo Pilgrim, major donor to AU, dies
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ITTSBURG, Texas—A Texas
businessman who unexpectedly donated $100,000 to Ambassador University in 1995 died
July 21, 2017. Lonnie Bo Pilgrim
was 89.
Mr. Pilgrim was cofounder 60
years ago with his brother Aubrey of
Pilgrim’s Pride, based in Pittsburg,
40 miles north of Big Sandy.
While delivering a speech in the
field house on the Ambassador University campus, Mr. Pilgrim surprised the audience and the university administration by announcing he
was donating $100,000 to the school.
THE JOURNAL asked Donald Ward
of Big Sandy, the next-to-last presi-

dent of Ambassador, if he remembered the donation.
“We invited Bo to speak at an
assembly in the
spring of 1995,”
Dr. Ward said.
“I believe it
was March or
April. He graciously accepted
the invitation.
“ We h a d
asked him to
speak in general on his life Bo Pilgrim
experience and
lessons he had learned. He talked
about a host of things including the

importance of education, to commitment to a sound work ethic, to politics.”
After Mr. Pilgrim’s speech he
asked Dr. Ward to accompany him
on the stage and then “handed me a
check for $100,000,” Dr. Ward remembers.
“We had no idea that he would be
making any kind of donation.”
Bo Pilgrim, Dr. Ward said, “was a
very humble and generous man who
sought to make the world a better place.
“He realized that the future of the
nation rested in the hands of the next
generation and, to the degree they
embraced the values that made the
See BO PILGRIM, page 14
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Letters from our readers
Calendar concerns
egarding “20 Years Since Conference Helped Launch THE
JOURNAL,” issue No. 196:
Yes, the coverage of that calendar
conference was a big part of the first
issue.
Every year I still think about doing
a follow-up conference, but, between
work, home and life’s miscellaneous
happenings there’s just not enough
time to have a conference about time.
(Also never enough money.)
The calendar issue is still quite controversial, with all kinds of theories
about when to start this and when to observe that (even Muslims have debates
about the new moon), as well as finding
a lot of new and/or old information and
understandings opening up.
The final piece of the puzzle had to
do with so-called Pentecost. A number
of articles (especially Messianic-leaning) use both Shavuot (the Feast of
Weeks) and Pentecost (50th day) interchangeably.
However, the true formula is:
Shavuot (7 weeks)
+ Pentecost (50 days)
Feast of Firstfruits
Only the Fenton translation gets it
correct! Check it out for yourself:
“Then after the seventh Sabbath,
you shall count fifty days” (thetencommandmentsministry.us/ministry/
ferrar_fenton/pdf/leviticus.pdf).
Yahshua was the Firstfruit of the
spring barley harvest (the Wave Sheaf),
and we are the firstfruits of the summer wheat harvest.
Yes, the Feast of Firstfruits is a
mid- to late-summer holy day, not a
spring one.
There was no such thing as “winter
wheat” in the ancient Mideast. This
explains why the wheat was not damaged by the plague of hail in Egypt:
because it was still in the ground and
unsprouted.
After the Israelites harvested the
barley, they would plant the wheat.
Just over 99 days later (7 weeks +
50 days), the wheat would be ready
for harvesting.
So, on this very day:
Moses came down and broke the
two tablets.
Foreigners came down to Jerusalem and destroyed the two temples.
The priests presented two loaves
of summer-wheat bread.
The Spirit was made available to
beget disciples.
The seventh trumpet will sound
and the Spirit will make the begotten
disciples to be born again.
The Father will present the bride
to Yahshua at the heavenly wedding.
Michael Turner
Powderly, Texas
God’s 7,000-year plan
I read with interest the article written by Mrs. Kathleen McCann, who
lives in England but has a very Irish
Roman Catholic name indeed, and perhaps we can assume that Mrs. McCann
was taught by Irish priests at one time
before attending the Church of God.
[Mrs. McCann wrote “Appropriate
Time Appointed,” which appeared in
issue 196 of THE JOURNAL.]
While following Mrs. McCann’s
in-depth synopsis I began to get that
uneasy feeling that comes to those
who have received God’s Spirit.
I am writing to let readers know
that 12 pages of Philadelphian-era
titles are available on my website and
that it is time for God’s people to be
fully awake to the signs of the times,
as I am sure they are.
Living in England one would think
that the well-studied writer of the article in question might point out the
unification of the European continent
into the “One Nation Europe” now
building long-range rockets and wanting nuclear weapons as a sign of how
close we are to the end of this age.
Brian Harris
Oceanside, Calif.
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Adam and Eve
Regarding the article with the headline on page 16 of issue No. 196 “Can

Jesus Be Fully Human With No Human Father?”: If we believe the Scriptures, neither Adam nor Eve had a
human father nor human mother in the
classic sense. So shall we say Adam
and Eve are not fully human?
Since we’re descended from Adam
and Eve, if they are not fully human,
are any of us fully human?
Jeffrey Caldwell
Walnut Creek, Calif.
Human with no human father?
The claim that no one can be fully
human without a human father and
mother (see “Can Jesus Be Fully Human With No Human Father?” in
issue No. 196 of The Journal, dated
June 30, 2017, p. 16) raises questions:
If someone is not “fully human,”
wouldn’t he or she be only “partially
human”? What is that?
If one is not “fully human,” can one
really be human at all? Aren’t they
equivalent terms?
If the claim were true, it would
have some startling implications:
Since neither Adam nor Eve had
human parents, neither of them was
really “fully human” (i.e., human).
And if Adam and Eve weren’t
human, then neither were their chil-

Revelation 14:1: “Then I
looked, and behold, a Lamb
standing on Mount Zion,
and with Him one hundred and forty-four
thousand, having His
Father’s name . . .”
and the Father’s name
is God (emphasis mine).
Let’s continue: “. . .
written on their foreheads.”
I meant that at that precise time the God unit
would number 144,000
plus 2. The two are Jesus
Christ and our God the
Father. That is just the first dispensation of the ones being saved.
There are still two more phases of
being saved to follow. The next phase
of being saved is the thousand-year
reign of Jesus Christ, and then comes
the last great day, which will conclude
the salvation plan of God.
Let’s take a look at this last group
being saved.
Revelation 22:4: “They shall see
His face, and His name shall be on
their foreheads.” Billions and billions
of God beings! Billions and billions of
stars! Billions and billions of solar
systems! What a future!
Ken Westby, in his final farewell,
issue 191, page 2, stated: “Soon the
heavens will open and good news will
be manifest for all to behold. Then
will the words of the prophet Isaiah
find fulfillment.”
I fully concur with the “soon” part
and also what Isaiah concluded with
in the next verse.
I greatly admired Ken Westby for
standing up to HWA in 1974, opposing the HWA doctrine on divorce and
remarriage, Pentecost, tithing, etc. But
I just as strongly believe Ken was
wrong on his doctrine of Christ not

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues or $28 for 12 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL
are available. For non-U.S. subscriptions
mailed from Big Sandy, the price is $17
for six issues or $30 for 12 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

ers with the Kingdom message (Matthew 24:14).
They reject evolution.
They practice God’s standards.
James Bandy
Angleton, Texas
Banking your oil
An idea given me by Bernard L.
Armstrong:
Wise virgins will need spiritual oil
in vessels for their lamps. So how do
you reserve this oil? Can you somehow bank it ahead of time?
Matthew 25:4, 9: “. . . The wise
took oil in their vessels for their lamps
. . . Go to those who sell, and buy for
yourselves.”
But you cannot buy the Holy Spirit!
Do you ask for more of the Holy
Spirit every day? Do you:
Seek God’s will?
Do God’s will?
Work on zeal?
Put the Kingdom issues first,
early in the day, ahead of entertain-

‘I admired Ken Westby for standing up in 1974, opposing the
doctrine on D&R, Pentecost, tithing, etc. But I strongly believe
Ken was wrong on his doctrine of Christ not being a God being.’
dren (nor their children, etc., etc.).
And, since we all have descended
from Adam and Eve, then none of us
is “fully human” either.
So, if none of us is “fully human,”
then neither is Jesus, even if his father
really was Joseph!
(I am only following these claims
to their logical conclusion, not advocating them.)
R.E. Woodburn
Houston, Texas
Dazed and assorted
Thank you for the fine article you
wrote in THE JOURNAL issue 196 respecting the assorted and confusing
teachings, all supposedly from the Bible,
of how many biblical gods exist or how
many should be worshiped and so on.
The various views and interpretations simply attest that the Bible can
be adjusted and fine-tuned to fit virtually any such preconceived or adopted
concepts.
It is astonishing that an assumed,
yet really unproven as infallible, holy
book, which is self-attesting as to its
own fidelity, is profoundly depended
upon by so many blameless persons.
That makes them vulnerable to
spiritual manipulation and agendadriven mischief-makers. Maybe we
need to take a step back and rethink
the whole thing.
F. Paul Haney
Kensington, Conn.
Highly criticized
This letter pertains to my former
article “The Virgin Birth and Two
Gods,” issue 191, and my follow-up
article, “Melchizedek Became Jesus
Christ,” published in issue 196.
I was highly criticized by F. Paul
Haney from Connecticut in issue 192
for not providing biblical scripture to
support my figure of 144,000 plus 2 in
my “Virgin Birth” article. So here it is.

being a God being.
In his criticism of my article, F. Paul
Haney claims to be defending Ken
since Ken had passed away and
couldn’t defend himself. But a careful
study of F. Paul’s letter in issue 192
“Letters From Our Readers” will show
he is as interested in defending Noel
Rude’s article “Can the Virgin Birth Be
the Mother of All Heresies?,” issue
181, which is casting doubt on the virginity and character of Mary, the mother of Jesus, rather than defending Ken.
And, by the way, Ken Westby believed in the virgin birth of Jesus.
You are invited to read and study
my article “Melchizedek Became Jesus Christ” in issue 196 of THE
JOURNAL, page 10.
Ray M. DeHart
P.O. Box 908
Dahlonega, Ga. 30533
Positive don’ts
Greetings to everyone! May Jehovah
help all who read, study, meditate and
apply His written Word, the Bible.
We are living in the last days of this
wicked system. Anyone who endeavors to live by God’s standards and
place their faith in action will certainly
experience opposition in many forms.
Today our younger generation experiences a lot of negative peer pressure, whether they are friends, employers, educators or even those of
their own household—yes, when they
take a stand for Bible truth and apply
it in their lives. Such as:
They stop celebrating false religious holidays and patriotic holidays.
They conscientiously object to
military service.
They don’t participate in politics
or vote in elections.
They stop associating with false
religious groups.
They begin to engage in the public witnessing campaign to reach oth-

ment, food, all the busy worldly pursuits we call the rat race? The devil
has made modern life busy.
Christ set the perfect example.
When you live a life that shows the
Kingdom of God means more than all
else in life, I believe you will indeed
be banking your spiritual oil against
that day when the cry is heard: The
Bridegroom cometh!
Don E. Davis (LCG)
P.O. Box 2207
Myrtle Creek, Ore. 97457
Someone gave me THE JOURNAL
I really enjoy reading THE JOURNAL.
What a wonderful newspaper. Someone gave it to me. I read it from the
first to the last page. Anything that
brings my walk with God closer is
welcome in my life.
Please send me a subscription, but I
am one of God’s poor. I understand
you will send me 12 issues anyhow.
Thank you.
Shawn Henderson
Soledad, Calif.
Which Catholic order
taught Vice President Pence?
I enjoy Brian Harris’s comments,
but in his article “How Involved Is the
Vatican in U.S. Politics?” (issue 192)
he said the vice president is Jesuit. He
states that Mike Pence “is now just a
heartbeat away from becoming the
first Jesuit president of the United
States of America.”
I’d like to know more about Mr.
Harris’s sources because on the Web I
found Mr. Pence’s connection with
Benedictines but not with Jesuits, as
follows:
Mr. Pence went to a Catholic parochial school in Columbus, Ind. (See
articles at indystar.com and saintbartholomew.org).
Mr. Pence had indeed been interested in the priesthood for a while. The
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Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
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drawn on a U.S. bank or as a postal
money order.

Benedictine nun who had taught Mr.
Pence “says she had hoped he would
one day become a priest. But Mr.
Pence “told her he wanted to be a
‘father,’ but one who marries and has
children” (see an article at americanmagazine.org).
The pastor of St. Columbus (connected to the parochial school Mr.
Pence attended) is also Benedictine
(archindy.org).
Benedictines are not the same as
Jesuits, and that makes a difference. We
should recognize God’s mercy in giving the United States a brief reprieve in
the form of the current administration
that includes Vice President Pence.
Name withheld
Utah
You never know
Job guessed, thought, tried to get an
answer. So it is with us and our predicaments. Accidents, house damage,
sickness and evil doings leave us
wondering why (Job 3:11).
Let us remember it is God’s creation and His property. Heaven and
earth are His, and all contents including us. His ways and procedures are
extremely complicated. He knows the
end from the beginning. His intentions
See MORE LETTERS, page 16
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Columns and commentary

Ghosting for me was painful and destructive
This article is reprinted here from
patheos.com.
By Benjamin L. Corey
UBURN, Maine—While I don’t
believe in ghosts, I have been
“ghosted,” and it remains one
of the more painful and destructive
experiences in my whole life.
Ghosting is something that can happen to anyone, in any social circle, or
from any particular social group. However, we American Christians
seem to have perfected ghosting
to a finely crafted art.
What is ghosting? You might
not know the term,
but you probably know the
action.
Benjamin Corey
Ghosting is
when someone abruptly ends a friendship with limited or no explanation,
and when the former friend proceeds
to quickly disappear from your life.
For me, I was ghosted by my best
friend, and my entire social circle
quickly followed without saying a
word.
My family and I went from having
what felt like a strongly bonded group
of people to do life with, to waking up
one morning and discovering we were
now alone, and had no friends or nat-

A

ural support system.
Before we were ghosted, we’d meet
on a weekly scheduled evening for
“small group” where we’d share
meals together, talk about life together, pray for one another, and where we
did life together.
On Sundays we worshiped together. Between those scheduled times
we’d all hang out, help one another
with projects or needs, our kids would
play with one another, we’d celebrate
birthdays and anniversaries together.
Life was good.
And then one day the world stopped.
I was a teaching elder at our
church and made the critical error of
pushing back on folks when they challenged my fitness for serving as an
elder when it was said in a meeting,
“We have a deep concern that you’re
not truly the head over your wife.”
I made the error of saying we
shouldn’t force two of our most committed, reliable and spiritually mature
community members to be rebaptized
as a condition of being a full voting
member of our church.
I made the error of advocating
for a higher minimum wage in a television interview (which led to someone literally yelling and walking out
of church).
I made the error of preaching a
sermon on Matthew 5 and what it
means to love our enemies, which got
me cornered and rebuked by the other
elders because the sermon was, ironi-

cally, “unloving” to preach to a bunch
of gun owners, apparently.
I made the error of suggesting we
should have a policy against people
bringing weapons into our place of
worship, prompting some folks to
threaten leaving the church.
I made many “errors,” and the
net result was that the tension in our
little group continued to increase until
my best friend bailed instead of navigating conflict, taking the rest of our
social circle with him. We went from
texting countless times a day and
spending individual, and family time,
together to nothing.
Quiet.
Silence.
Distance.
Nonexistence.
It was like a magician showed up in
my life, covered everything with a
blanket, and then with a whisk of the
wand it all disappeared, leaving me
just holding a blanket.
The damage wasn’t just something
I suffered. I also had to navigate hard
discussions with my then 12-year-old
daughter as to why she lost all her
friends as well.
I still wake up every morning and try
to extend grace for the sin of ghosting,
but the fact my daughter had her closest
friends ghosted from her as well is
something I still struggle to forgive.
Ghosting can happen to anyone, but
we Christians know how to do it well.
See WE CAN REFUSE, page 15

Some don’t want people to kowtow to them
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—Much is
written in the Bible about the
adversary. In Revelation he is
called “the great dragon, the serpent of
old, the devil and Satan” (Revelation
12:9; 20:2).
Bible students are aware that one of
his character flaws is his desire to have
people worship him. We see this revealed in his dealing with the Son of
God when he sought to influence
Jesus to sin.
Notice some highlights from Matthew’s account of the temptation.
If you are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread”
(Matthew 4:3).
“If you are the Son of God, throw
Yourself down” (verse 6).
“All these things I will give You
if You will fall down and worship me”
(verse 9).
This is merely one proof of the idea
that the devil wants to be worshiped.
But this article is not primarily
about spending time discussing scriptures about the devil.
Rather, this article will notice scriptures about people who were tempted
to exhibit this flawed character trait of
the devil.
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Following the wavelength
The devil wants to be worshiped. It
should come as no surprise that people
who are heavily influenced by the
wavelength of the devil also want to
be worshiped.
Some people (including religious
people) have a lust to be worshiped and
they overtly behave in a way to demonstrate their desire to be worshiped.
Other people (including religious
people) have a lust to be worshiped, but
they are subtle in fulfilling their desire.
Some other people (including religious people) do not have a burning
desire to be worshiped, but they allow a
group of people to draw them into sin.
Before we look at a few positive
examples in the Bible about how some
people reacted when other people

sought to worship them, let’s notice
how easy it is to justify bad behavior.

into the fire, and this calf came out.’ ”
(verses 22-24).

Easy to justify
The Bible mentions that it is easy for
people to justify their mistakes and sins.
The heart is deceitful (Jeremiah
17:9).
People do wrong things thinking
they are serving God (John 16:2; Acts
8:3; Acts 9:1-2).
Paul describes the ongoing struggle people have with doing the right
thing (Romans 7:15, 19).
The Bible is filled with examples of
people making bad choices. Let’s notice
how Aaron and Saul (of
the Old Testament)
justified their bad
decisions.

Two of Saul’s mistakes
Bible students are aware of the story
about King Saul making an unauthorized offering (in 1 Samuel 13).
After Saul leads an army to victory over the Philistines, he remains at
Gilgal (verses 1-7).
While waiting for Samuel to
come to offer a burnt offering and
peace offerings, the people scatter
from Saul (verse 8).
Seeing the scattering, Saul offers
the burnt offering (verse 9), and the
Lord was not happy (verses 10-14).
Bible students are aware of
the story about King Saul sparing the people of Amalek (in
1 Samuel 15).
God gives specific instructions to King Saul
(verse 3).
Saul does not follow all of the instructions (verse 9).
When Samuel
confronts Saul about
his not following the
instructions (verse 14), Saul
blames the people (verse 15).

Aaron’s mistake
Bible students
are well aware of the
story of the golden calf
(in Exodus 32).
When Moses didn’t come
down from the mountain as
quickly as the people expected, they
approached Aaron to make a golden
calf (verses 1-3).
After Aaron is finished making
the idol, he says: “This is your god, O
Israel, that brought you out of the land
of Egypt” (verse 4).
After Aaron builds an altar, he
makes a proclamation: “Tomorrow is
a feast to the LORD” (verse 5).
When Moses returns, he confronts
Aaron about his role in the matter.
“Moses said to Aaron, ‘What did this
people do to you that you have brought
so great a sin upon them?’ ” (verse 21).
In Aaron’s response he partially
blames the people for influencing him:
“Do not let the anger of my lord become hot. You know the people, that
they are set on evil. For they said to me,
‘Make us gods that shall go before us;
as for this Moses, the man who brought
us out of the land of Egypt, we do not
know what has become of him.’
“And I said to them, ‘Whoever
has any gold, let them break it off.’
So they gave it to me, and I cast it

Five good responses
After looking at the mistakes of
Aaron and Saul, let’s look at five situations that engendered good responses.
Peter in Caesarea.
Paul and Barnabas in Lystra.
An angel responding to John.
An angel again responding to John.
Gideon.
Peter’s reaction
In Acts 10 we find the story of Cornelius meeting Peter after both of
them had visions.
Cornelius is a centurion in the
Italian Regiment (verse 1).
Cornelius is devout (verse 2).
Cornelius has a vision in which
an angel of the Lord instructs him to
send people to Joppa to see Peter
(verses 3-8).
As the traveling men approach
Joppa, Peter has a vision while he
See GIDEON, page 15

“I just hate people who can’t seem to love
their neighbors as themselves.”

Atheism attractive to some
former Armstrongites
Over the years since leaving the
WCG, Mr. Hendrix has spoken to congregations of the Seventh Day Baptist
Church, Church of God 7th Day and
Church of God International and has
written numerous religiously themed
articles for publication.
By Lonnie Hendrix
OSTANT, Ill.—My most recent articles and posts have hit
evangelical Christianity pretty
hard. While I certainly believe that
my observations were warranted by the
facts (and my
criticism was
fair), I don’t
want to let their
atheist counterparts off the
hook.
First I’d like
to underscore
that many athe- Lonnie Hendrix
ists (just like their Christian counterparts) are not evangelicals.
Nevertheless, it is safe to say that
there are a large number of atheists
who could justly be characterized as
evangelicals (e.g., John Loftus of
debunking-christianity.com).
Of course, we’re speaking of
atheists who are “marked by militant
or crusading zeal” (merriam-webster.com).
Moreover, I’m not the first person
to make this observation. The Urban
Dictionary has an entry for “evangelical atheist.” Under the entry we read:
“see a——e. An evangelical atheist is
one who not only believes there is no
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god or other supreme being, but is obsessed with convincing everyone
around them to become an atheist too,
usually through hardline intolerance
(the kind they accuse other religions
of)” (urbandictionary.com).
Like their Christian counterparts,
these folks can be hateful and obnoxious (and do it with a smile). In
fact, one notices several similarities
between the two groups when we
take a closer look.
The evangelical atheist seems to
believe:
My way of interpreting the available evidence is the only legitimate
way to do so.
I’m smarter, more rational and
more logical than those theists.
I’m right, and they’re wrong.
It’s my duty to challenge and
denigrate theists.
It’s my mission to convert others to “The Truth.”
I’ve noticed too that evangelical
atheism has been particularly attractive to some of the former followers
of Herbert Armstrong.
I guess it’s a way for some of
them to maintain their unique status
as one of the enlightened (one of
those who is not deceived). In short,
they get to maintain their superiority
over the ignorant, unquestioning
masses. After all, it feels good to
believe that my understanding is superior to yours.
Moreover, ridicule and scorn are
considered appropriate because the
other side is ignorant and wrong.
Hm, evangelicalism isn’t any more
attractive in atheists than it is in theists, is it?

Show some R-E-S-P-E-C-T
The writer is a longtime Church
of God member.
By Rex Jamerson
ERRIAM, Kan.—Does it
really matter how we dress
for church? What was it
like when I was growing up? Have
things really changed since the ’60s
and ’50s?
I remember when growing up, my
mom wouldn’t let me out of the
house to go to a movie unless I was
dressed up.
If our family went out to dinner
and a movie we always dressed up
for that event.
When I attended Sunday school
and Vacation Bible School in the
early ’60s all the kids were dressed
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up, and that was just expected. No
one would even dream of showing
up at church in jeans and a T-shirt.
Or shorts, for
that matter.
You dressed
up to show respect to the minister and to God
and His Son.
All of this
was a given.
How times
have changed.
Does it matRex Jamerson
ter how we dress
for church? Does God care?
If we had an invitation to have
dinner with and meet the queen of
See AT MY FIRST, page 15
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Sabbath services can inspire an artist to take nib in hand
Continued from page 1

Co. in Northern California and Idaho.
“Before that,” he said, “I sold other
things,” including, until 1974, paper
products. In 1974 he studied to become a heavy-duty-truck specialist
and went to work for Ford.
Mr. Cayton is more or less retired, he says. He still frequently
draws, but he says that there’s not
much call for a pilot in his 90s, so he
no longer pilots airplanes.
“I do some [cartooning] stuff for

1

Air Force magazine,” he said. “I
still belong to the Air Force Association, after having served as a
fighter pilot in the Air Force for 16
years.”
Mr. Cayton remembers how he
came almost to make a career of the
military.
“I was young and brash and I
wanted to go overseas,” he said,
“but you do what they tell you, so I
served as a fighter-pilot instructor
during World War II, and I was a jet-

fighter-pilot instructor during the
Korean War [in the early 1950s].”
Dovetailing with Mr. Cayton’s
flying and cartooning was his hobby
of designing, building and flying
model airplanes.
“I used to get articles about my
[model-airplane] designs published, and I would do illustrations
and cartoons to go with the articles,” he said.
Cartooning inspiration
If you’ve ever wondered how a
cartoonist can churn out a different
comic-style illustration every month,
week or day, Mr. Cayton can tell
you something about what inspires
him. Many of his recent ideas have
come to him while he listens to sermons during Sabbath services.
“The minister probably won’t
like this, but sometimes during a
sermon I get an idea and write it
down and put it in my pocket,” he
said. “Then, when I need to do a cartoon, I thumb through those pieces
of paper for ideas.”
Beautiful model
Websites such as one operated by
the National Free Flight Society
(www.freeflight.org) still nostalgically write about Mr. Cayton and his
airworthy model planes.
A news item from the site describes “a big C class model and a
good looker” designed and built
by Mr. Cayton, who “was an active contestant in Oregon in the
1950s . . .”
According to the article, Mr. Cayton’s model “climbed straight up,
and others at the field stood slackjawed as it climbed up.”
The article reported that Mr. Cayton’s entry, the “Thermalair,” won
an award in 1958 “for the most
beautiful model on the field.”
The plans for the model, which
Mr. Cayton designed in 1951, are
available for $8 postpaid from Hank
Sperzel, NFFS Plans, 203 Chevro
Ln., Bellevue, Neb. 68005, U.S.A.
Much more about Mr. Cayton’s
early exploits in the field of model
airplaning can be found with a
Google search of the Internet.

“He is loaded financially too!”

More fun than farming
Mr. Cayton learned as a teenager
that submitting his model-plane designs for publication was more fun
and lucrative during the Great Depression than earning spending
money by “working for farmers in
the hot fields.”
A lifelong bachelor, he still flies,
“but not a lot,” and he paints landscapes in oil.
He enjoys working with THE
JOURNAL, he says.
“THE JOURNAL, and the In Transi-
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“All she thinks about is men—and all men think
about is women like her!”

4
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“I’m having all the fun and getting paid for it too!”

tion newspaper that preceded it, has
been doing a great job of letting us
all know what is happening with all
the COGs.
“Our own churches don’t give us
much inside information and certainly don’t give us any information
about the other COGs.”

The Earl of art
n this page are a few of the hundreds of cartoons and punch
lines Earl Cayton has thought up,
drawn and written over the years.
Following are descriptions and comments from Mr. Cayton.
Cartoon 1: This one was in The
New Yorker. “Most of the cartoons I
did for Collier’s, The Saturday Evening Post and some of the others
were in vivid color in those days.”
Cartoon 2: This drawing appeared in
Collier’s. “I did most of my cartooning
in the late ’40s and ’50s. Magazines
carried more cartoons in those days
and competed for good stuff—and
paid very well for all art material.”
Cartoon 3: This is another of many
of Mr. Cayton’s creations that appeared in Collier’s. “It was a golden
era for artists and cartoonists.”
Cartoon 4: “I drew this cartoon of
Bill Winter, who was editor of Air
Trails and Air Progress magazines.
He liked it, and it appeared many
times in his editorials.”

O

“Now, there’s a dress I’d like to have a new hat,
coat, shoes and gloves to go with!”

2

Illustration 5: “This is a small illustration that I did for Air Progress
magazine.”
Cartoon 6: This is a self-portrait of
the artist. “I drew this cartoon of me
flying a P-47 Thunderbolt fighter plane
in World War II when I wrote an article
appearing in Air Trails magazine. I did
some writing for aviation magazines in
the ’40s and ’50s, and I did my own
cartoons and illustrations.”

7
Earl Cayton ca. 1951

Photo 7: “This picture was taken of
me in the hobby building at Portland
Air Base, Portland, Ore., during the
Korean War. It appeared in Air Force
magazine.”
Photo 8: Mr. Cayton in the early
21st century.
See the article about Mr. Cayton and
his artistic and airborne exploits beginning on page 1 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL. See more of his cartoons
on pages 1 and 3. [Photos and other
images courtesy Earl Cayton]

8
Earl Cayton in recent years
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Personals

Personals

Obituaries

I am seeking someone for a friend, a male of age
55-65, deaf or HH and can sign. Someone who
loves God, is friendly, easygoing and honest, loves people
and outdoor activities. My
name is Janece. If interested,
here is my E-mail: janecemm1
@gmail.com.

Testament. Seeking a petite lady of same mind.
Write to: J.M.H., 67888 Alabama Hwy. 77, Talladega, AL 35160.

¶ Bob was called to the ministry in 1969. He pastored at many churches throughout Indiana,
Illinois, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida
and Kentucky and retired in Texas in 2013 after 49
years of dedicated service.
He was also a district superintendent in Kentucky, Florida, and Texas for nearly 10
years. ¶ In his spare time
Robert enjoyed fishing,
hunting and spending time
with his family, but his main
passion was the study of
Bob Persky
theology. ¶ He was a loving
husband, father, grandfather, pastor and friend who will be missed by all
who knew him. ¶ Robert was preceded in death
by his eldest son, Michael Ted Persky, and his parents. Survivors: wife of 48 years, Kay Persky; children Neal Persky and wife, Jody, Livia Clayton and
husband, Ray, and Bradley Persky and wife, Linda;
grandchildren Hannah, Blake, Trent, Ella, John and
Logan; and a host of loving extended family and
friends. ¶ Cards can be sent to Kay Persky, 129
Star Point Ln., Weatherford, TX 76088. ¶ Robert’s
funeral service was July 27 at White’s Funeral
Home Chapel of Memories in Weatherford, with a
burial service at Roselawn
Memorial Park in Denton,
Texas. In lieu of flowers,
please make donations to
Pathway of Grace Church,
5100A Gus Thomasson Rd.,
Mesquite, TX 75150, U.S.A.

Widow, nurse, semiretired,
longtime COG member looking for a male friend age 6580, grounded in God’s truth.
Write rocky695@att.net or
903-534-9131.

Resources
The End Time Church: from the Cathedrals to the
Catacombs—text/audio series. Latest chapter—
”What Is the One True Denomination?” https://
danwhite.wordpress.com

Obituaries
Janece

Retired long-time Canadian Church of God couple
traveling in Ireland (Republic and Northern)
throughout summer of 2017 (early June to early
September) seeking fellow church brethren for
Sabbath fellowship. Please contact John and Tricia
at jplunkett@tcog.ca.
A young 73, resembles Merle Haggard with a similar background. My calling awareness started in
1980. Striving to live by the Old and and New

Robert James “Bob” Persky, 72, went to be with our
Lord and Savior on July 23, 2017. ¶ Robert was born
July 1, 1945, to Arthur and Sadie Persky. Bob first
heard The World Tomorrow in 1959, then began
attending the Radio Church of God in Houston, Texas,
in 1960. He was baptized in 1963. ¶ After attending
the University of Houston, Bob transferred to the
Texas campus of Ambassador College, graduating in
1969. ¶ He married the love of his life, Kay Hyde, in
1969, and together they started a family with the
birth of twin sons Ted and Neal. Later they were
joined by daughter Livia and a third son, Bradley.
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Art Mokarow, 89, died July
27, 2017, after a short illness.
Art Mokarow
Mr. Mokarow’s survivors include his wife of 67 years, Claudia, and grown
children Kevin and Gigi and their families. See
page 16 of this issue of THE JOURNAL for a tribute to
Mr. Mokarow written by his wife.

What Is God?

Mystery Solved:
True Biblical Calendar Recovered!

J

ust because of group of self-styled, selfendorsed men think they are great theologians doesn’t mean they are in a
position to tell the congregation about
God. His thoughts are much higher than their
thoughts. They do not understand the gospel that
Jesus Christ preached and have no business
adapting a stance on what others should believe.
Because: In Matt. 15:9 He exposes them. “In vain
they do worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of men.”
In their egoism, they are as Diotrephes, who loved
to have the preeminence among them.” What office

Read our Book

Beginning and End of the Biblical Year
You will be
shocked…and
informed as you
read the details
for the first time!
(No, it is not the Jewish
calendar; not first visible
crescent based; does not
use the spring or
fall equinox.)

they do have is not that of the original apostles as in
Acts 15. Many of the reasons they come up with are
later proven to be wrong.
Example: “Makeup.” There were four decisions
about the subject, and all were wrong. Then other
decisions were made about other things.
So why let such men govern you? They are not led
by the Holy Spirit, as of Jn. 14 and 16 and 1 Cor. 14.
They are meddling in what they do not understand
completely.
No, God is not a trinity. Some misunderstand the
scriptures and believe that lie. Jesus is and was God.
Write to the address below for more information.

Lawrence G. Mumme

Remember, the sign
of the weekly and
annual Sabbaths
is at stake!

10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735

Please notice

(Ex. 31:13; Ezk. 20:12, 20)

Views stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay, cartoon or other feature in THE JOURNAL are those of the writers
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nor do they necessarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and features are
presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL
readers are invited to submit letters and articles of response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.
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PLAN OF GOD
DARKNESS TO LIGHT

Visit ICY online at www.icyahweh.org
to order, or write to
ICY, P.O. Box 208
Pocahontas, AR 72455 USA
Orders mentioning this ad in The Journal
will receive a FREE postage paid copy;
please include postal mailing address.

Step by step
God is working out
His Plan
Read it here:

Questions: info@icyahweh.org
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Exit Nimrod Part 9
Exit Nimrod Part 9
will report on the book Behind the Lodge
Door about Freemasonry. Revealing
secrets of their secret agenda.
Freemasonry rule is plainly seen in the
Queen and ‘King’ of England leading the
world in that evil way. And most top US leaders follow their lead. The book cites a NY
State Senate Committee report that there were
about 30,000 Freemasons in the state of NY at
the time or about 1 of 4 eligible voters. Yet
they held, for 40 years, about 3/4s of the public offices in the state. This was published in
1829. Shows early domination at least. Were
some Masons proud and boasting? Did other
Masons want to keep this kind of data quiet?
So even at the start, the US was really not a
two-party system. Masons help fellow Masons. While the two major parties may appear
to be at odds with each other, they are mostly
of the same Mason party with the same goals
in mind. And why US corruption continues at
the highest levels, in cahoots with the devil
from its beginning. Masons cover other
Masons’ sins, in the worst way, so sin abounds.
There is no real separation of church and
state by Masons, by infusing their religion into
government.

I

Behind the Lodge Door (1994)
By Paul Fisher: He learned much by reading issues of The New Age magazine put out
by the Scottish Rite of which presidents as
FDR were members. A member of the Rite
wrote in The New Age that it is “generally recognized as the most influential and widely read
Masonic publication in the world.”
Mason goals are to destroy the influence of
the church, or at least set up separation of
church and state. And set up freedom of
thought in schoolchildren, even against their
own parents. Masonic Supreme Court Justices
authorized dispensing contraceptives to children without parental consent, and the same
with abortion.
Top Mason Albert Pike’s book Morals and
Dogma (MAD) is 861 pages, given to those of
higher than the 3rd Degree. Referred by Masons as a secret book, not for wide publication.
If the Mason dies or leaves the Supreme
Council, it is to be returned or destroyed. Pike
compiled much from the works of others and
conveyed them as if they were his own. He
“identified Masonry with the Ancient Mysteries and star worship.” The sun being a star
and life giver. [And why there are so many star
symbols used by nations, as the ubiquitous 5points used by nations’ military and police. For
the god of forces (Dan. 11:38 ).]
The equilateral triangle represents the light
of the sun, the moon reflecting that light, and
“both shed their light upon their offspring, the
Blazing Star of Horus.” [As the Arizona flag,
with capital of Phoenix, named after the sun
god’s bird. The triangle is part of the US Great
Seal.] The triangle may have the Kabbalah letter for creation inside. Masons learned from
Kabbalistic Gnosticism (carried by Knights
Templar), and the Talmud. That allow most
any sinful act as all right.
Pike describes Masons as thriving on tension,
conflict and revolution, that would usher in the
universal social republic. MAD claims to teach
all truths, even religious truth, or universal
morality. That “every Masonic Lodge is a temple of religion; and its teaching are instruction
in religion.” Pike claims Masons of lower degree are intentionally misled, as by believing the
symbols mean one thing, while hiding their real
meaning. The New Age magazine continually
tells Masons, though MAD is tedious to read,
that it is the basis for Freemasonry. The January
1950 issue of The New Age told Masons are
“expected to be leaders and teachers of the people and that the basic philosophy undergirding
their efforts must be Morals and Dogma.”
Washington DC has the only statue of a
Confederate general of Pike, even though he
was indicted for treason during the Civil War.
Masonry Landmarks tells of Masons as Sons
of light [as sons of Lucifer]. Pike describes
Aryans as ancient people about 10,000 years
ago who were a superior white race conquering other nations. Which he found reading
Veda of northern India and Zend Avesta of
Zoroastrian religion of Persia.
The US Supreme Court outlawed reading of
the Bible in public schools [if used for religious purposes], while allowing Masonic writ-

ings to be disseminated there. And in some
cases they were made required reading. The
Masonic fraternity is “the parent organization
of all modern secret societies.”
Masons generally were against the Catholic
church since it has so much world power and
restricted thinking. Many of its US churches
were burned in the early 1800s without even
investigation. And even its cemeteries were
dug up and the contents exposed. Samuel Morse,
inventor of the telegraph, wrote the popular
book Foreign Conspiracy. Urging overthrow
of Catholic officeholders and to stop their immigration to the US. Even some Catholic
homes were burned.
After the Civil War the Ku Klux Klan promoted white supremacy [co-founded by
Pike]. The KKK became so well known that
The Nation claimed the Klan “has become
safe—and uninteresting.” The Klan had its
greatest march in Washington DC with 25,000
Klan men and women, and 100,000 spectators
cheered. “They stopped at the Washington
Monument to pledge allegiance to one country, one language, one school and one flag.”
[Though the KKK lynched many Blacks. You
can see how important the Pledge of Allegiance to the (US) flag is so important to them
and rallying point for their agenda.]
Supreme Court Justice Hugo Black (appointed by FDR as part of his attempt to stack
the Court in his favor) claimed in a note that he
resigned from the KKK. But later it became
public he really did not. He spoke on the subject, but evaded speaking against the KKK.
Masons in high US government positions
claimed Masonic goals could be implemented
in existing law, or by reinterpreting it. So the
Constitution could be changed by changing the
meaning of the words. High Mason FDR in
1937 spoke to Congress saying “The vital need
is not an alteration of our fundamental law, but
an increasingly enlightened view in reference
to it.” So he could pack the Court to favor his
New Deal acts. A Mason of the Court, Robert
Jackson, wrote that “the Constitution and its
amendments are what the judges say they are.”
In 1926 an article in The New Age urged each
member to “cast his lot with the Church—to
help vitalize it, liberalize it, modernize it and
render it aggressive and efficient—to do less is
treason to your country, to your Creator and to
the obligation you have promised to obey.” But
it only reported success in this in the 1940s,
telling of Catholics supporting the Craft then.
Urging was for an American Catholic Church
opposed to the Roman Catholic one. The pope’s
edict that artificial contraception is sinful
helped to split the US from Rome.
The Jesuit weekly publication of America
claimed in 1951 that US Catholics used to be
perturbed by Masons against them, but due to
friendliness since, the subject has been
dropped, that FDR had appointed two Catholics for his first Cabinet. In 1976 Cardinal
Cook, Archbishop of New York, spoke at a
gathering of 3000 Masons and announced the
joyful gathering of both groups.
British Cecil Rhodes conceived of global
domination by the British, in federation with
the USA, to end all wars. Involving a secret
society to carry out his plot, to gain the world’s
wealth. In his wills he bequeathed funds that
began the Round Table Group of England,
Royal Institute of International Affairs and in
the US the Council on Foreign Relations
[which members dominate in US government].
Symbols of Masonry are the US Great Seal
($1 bill), hidden for over 100 years. Pike
claimed secrecy “is indispensable to masonry.”
Why would good works need to be hidden?
During the Civil War, Masons fought brother
Masons, but even combatants against the established government were still considered good
Masons. Several groups on both sides had many
things in common with Freemasonry. As they
bound members to blind obedience and threatened bodily mutilation or death for revealing
secrets. In the OAK order, members drafted into
the Army were told to use their arms against
their fellow soldiers rather than the enemy!
Albert Pike got cleared of charges when the
board of directors of the Supreme Council of
the Scottish Rite urged President Andrew
Johnson pardon him. He also pardoned many
other public traitors and so was subject to impeachment hearings. Pike met with Johnson at
the White House and it appeared that the president was subject to him. In 1867 the president
received the 4th–32nd degrees of the Scottish
Rite at once. [Evidence of corruption at the
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highest level.]
In the 1896 Philippine Insurrection, the US
supplied arms to Emilio Aguinaldo to overthrow the Spanish (Catholics). However, when
the US became the colonial ruler, he led a
revolt against it. It was 45 years later that it
was found that he was a member of the Craft
and did the bidding of US Masons. Many
Masonic lodges were established afterwards in
the Philippines. In 1955 Aguinaldo said “It
cannot be denied that the Filipino Revolution
against Spain was the work and glory of
Freemasonry in the Philippines.”
To start WWI, Mason Princep assassinated
Archduke Franz Ferdinand, Roman Catholic
heir to the Austrian-Hungarian throne. Other
Masons were found to be in on the plot.
The 1917 Russian Revolution was mentioned in The New Age of March 1917 “said to
have been inspired and operated from these
lodges and all the members of Kerenski’s government belonged to them.”
The 1931 Supreme Council of the Scottish
Rite in Spain boasted that “the new republic
. . . was the perfect image molded by the gentle hands of our doctrines and principles.
There will not be effected another phenomenon of a political revolution more perfectly
Masonic than the Spanish one.”
Masonic author Arthur Waite wrote about
the 33rd degree of Freemasonry that “It must
be confessed that the whole scheme has a certain aspect of conspiracy continually presenting itself.”
Masons thought their global rule would
come soon after WWI since the League of
Nations was formed, though the US declined.
But got their United Nations after WWII. And
the formation of a United States of Europe
came to pass, the European Union, as a stepping stone to that end. General Douglas MacArthur, a 33-degree Mason, reestablished
Masonic lodges in Japan after WWII.
Lure of being a Mason
Masons as Shriners work funding crippled
children hospitals makes many men want to
join, and their fun parades tend to make them
appear harmless—wolves in sheep clothing.
A Mason learns that Masonic attraction for
“the feasts of St. John the Baptist (June 24) and
St. John the Evangelist (December 27) have
nothing to do with Christianity [except in name
only] and refer to the summer and winter pagan
festivals of the sun [as US Independence Day
with works of fire or fireworks for the sun god.
And Christmas, but most of the fireworks are
reserved for it on New Year’s Eve as one festival season] . . . The 32nd Degree teaches that
Masonry will eventually rule the world.”
Many Masons are top leaders in the media.
Even the Christian Science Monitor ran a regular column for routine activities of Masons,
and a number of Christian Science officials
were Masons. The Supreme Court reached a
peak in 1941-71 with an 8:1 domination of
Masons over non-Masons.
Anokan Reed, a former top level York Rite
Mason, said it was all right to seduce another
man’s daughter or steal his car, but not if a
Master Mason. “In the higher degrees, Masons
deny the reality of evil.” He claimed he joined
to move up in his work at a steel mill to supervisor, but admitted he was not qualified.
In 1923, 300 of 435 US Representatives
were Masons, and 60 of 96 Senators. Though
the counts have diminished over time. But
much has to do with not telling, as Rep. Jack
Kemp is not publicly known to be one, but he
is noted by Masonic sources to have gained
various degrees, and the 33rd one. President
Harry Truman said “Although I hold the highest civil honor in the world, I have always
regarded my rank and title as a Past Grand
Master of Masons as the greatest honor that
has ever come to me.”
The New Age of 1962 told “That a man is a
Mason is something only another Mason can
know, and the secret of the Master Mason can
be implied and subtly communicated among
eavesdroppers without the slightest awareness
of non-Masons . . . Masons set the basic policies of our society. Yet the order is not political
and its purposes are not public. It is religious.” Though many Masons publicly claim
it is not. One Craft member claims at least 160
organizations require their members to be
Masons. Top Mason Fred Kleinknecht was a
NASA head [and many astronauts have been
Masons, and why many missions and space
vehicles names and symbols are of false gods].
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“The celebrations associated with the worship
of Isis included the Finding of Osiris, a ceremony commonly used in Masonic initiations. In the
ceremony Osiris is killed by an opponent’s attack, after which the former is buried. The attacker is vanquished by Horus, the son of Isis and
Osiris, and the dead father is restored to life.”
Fisher states that most Masons do not know
the real sinister aims of those in the highest
degrees, but they should have big hints by the
grisly oaths the lowest degrees take. As they take
an oath on the Bible to cut the throat of a member who reveals Mason secrets, and take out his
tongue by the roots. Of course, Jesus said in the
Bible not to take oaths. Some take the oaths in a
humorous manner to make them appear not so
bad. But in the Morgan Affair, Morgan tried to
reveal their secrets and was subject to some
Masons who avenged according to the oath.
Masonic influence in America
Masons deceive: Many claim they do not
represent a religion, yet their top book of MAD
says otherwise. This deceit should disqualify
them from holding office. Particularly when it
is known they cover up fellow Masons’ sins by
unlawful means, if necessary, as perjury.
Their real religion is evident in the obvious
national holidays as Christmas, New Year’s,
Easter and Halloween but also other holidays
that may not appear on the surface to be religious. But are deceptive. As cited, “Masons
set the basic policies of our society.”
Fisher was Catholic, so downplayed its evil.
Not realizing Catholicism is the prime candidate for modern Mystery Babylon. Carried on
the Sunday tradition established by emperor
Constantine of the Roman Empire who made
it appear holy. At least he ended the torture and
deaths of Christians. But the Catholic Inquisition continued them, against anyone considered a heretic, as Protestants.
Popes want to unite all the world’s religions
and rule them in One World Religion—similar
idea as Masons. Catholics already dominate
world politics, and popes as the little horn. The
world calendar is Pope Gregory’s, a slight variation of the old Roman calendar. With holy
days for true and false saints. The true ones to
lend credibility, but true saints would be appalled by their names used for false worship.
As Jesus’ death day of Passover was changed
to Easter to emphasize Sunday worship.
While the US was founded on the principle
of separation of church and state, Washington
DC was founded on land by a rich Catholic, trying to persuade Americans to accept Catholics.
And it eventually became the dominant church.
Masons believe they are followers of Nimrod, founding Master Mason. Would someone
really good believe in that?
Masons portray false gods in statues and art
at taxpayer expense, though modern society is
claimed to be enlightened (as Lucifer) and
needs no ancient gods. Modern nations could
have gotten rid of names of gods for each day
of the week and half the months, yet continued
false worship of old.
The giant idol of the Statue of Liberty
(Roman Libertas) is a prime symbol of America. The US uses many god names for companies, products and services. Has very many
gods displayed in statue and art in or by national, state and city buildings. Mostly the
same ancient gods. The only difference seems
to be that these gods are not worshiped openly
as in ancient times. Though even in ancient
times, many merely placated the gods publicly, while privately ignoring them.
Many US citizens think US Mother’s Day is
good, derived from a modern US mother
wanting to honor her mother. But most any
reference source we tell you it originally was
from Mother Goddess worship. Does the false
god aspect not play a part in the day if we just
focus on the good part and forget the bad? If
so, we could keep Christmas for the giving
aspect. Satan modernizes old false god days to
make them appealing to the masses. But we
should discern the spirit of a day (1 Cor 2:14),
whether it is of God or god.
Catholics exalted Jesus’ mother to the status
of God as the Virgin Mary, as Semiramis, her
husband Nimrod, and her son. Honoring humans over God. So instead of honoring God in
His Holy Days (weekly and annual), they
would rather honor anyone else and their fake
days substitute as holidays (fake holy days).
As Sunday for Sabbath. God has some 50
Holy Days per year, but those who object to
them would rather not keep them, and observe
their own perversions.
Likewise, US Father’s Day derives from
Father God worship, and evident in the time of
year. The waxing strong of the sun god about
the time of the summer solstice (as the winter
one for Christmas) with fireworks for the great
fire in the sky, deemed life-giver. US Flag Day
is similar. Pledging allegiance to a flag is
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wrong, also. Composed by fascists and adopted
as US policy in schools. Originally it had the
same salute as Hitler’s, but was changed to
hand over heart when he was demonized. The
US national anthem derives from a drunkard’s
song about ancient gods.
One of the most prominent US symbols is the
giant Statue of Liberty idol. Standing for America
on coins, stamps an other items. The US capital is
the District of Columbia, a goddess. Catholics’
St. Peter’s church’s huge dome was copied for the
US Capitol building, with gods throughout, some
claimed teaching wisdom to Americans in the
Rotunda. This incredible idolatry continues.
Where is the public outcry against it?
The Lincoln and Jefferson memorials copied
the Greek Parthenon and Roman Pantheon to
all gods. All the days on the world standard calendar are named after ancient gods, and half the
months. So any holiday celebrated on that antiGod calendar has to be idolatrous.
After Christ’s return, people will learn war
no more (Isa 2:4). So no war heroes (as celebrated in most any US holiday (but specifically
in war holidays). And no flybys of military jets
over other events as sports, used as a recruiting
tool, as well as war video games. Finally, those
who seek peace and pursue it (Ps 34:14) will be
highly praised and honored. Peacemakers will
be exalted, not warmongers.
Green Dragons in US history
In my article about Green Dragons I reported on Masons using the Green Dragon Tavern,
a lodge and place to hatch the Revolution. And
to prepare and act as Indians to dump tea in the
harbor. Named after the copper image turned
green by the weather. The US employed mystery religion and imagery of (Green) Dragons
throughout its history.
I also reported on the fascination by Masons
in the US, Paris, London and Vatican acquiring
real Egyptian obelisks for the sun god.
Grand Master Jesse Anthony told 10,000
Masons at the NY event: “There can be no
question but that in the secret societies of Egypt
are to be found some elements now embraced
in the principles or symbolism of Masonry.”
The Washington Monument is the largest
one for a man, and copied the Egyptian style for
their sun god, except it is hollow. Mystery religion continues (Rev 17:5). Surface inscriptions
tell of sun gods Ra, Horus and Osiris. The
Monument is the largest obelisk; features sun
symbols inside. For George, given Masonic
funeral and Masonic apron draped over his coffin. Masons cast a sprig of acacia on it to symbolize Osiris’ resurrection, for George to rise
and join Osiris in the heavens.
George is shown in the Rotunda ascended
among ancient gods, not with God the Father or
Jesus. So the US capital with its Capitol law
building and profuse number of idols around
the city show the US is anti-God. Christianlooking elements are there to deceive the masses, as the Catholic Sunday substitute for God’s
Sabbath, and was sun sign of Roman Emperor
Constantine before that.
A good holiday on a bad calendar?
The list of potentially good holidays dwindles to almost nothing considering that any
based on Satan’s primary calendar in opposition to God are wrong, and day named for a
false god (on that calendar) must be ruled out as
a false holiday for a false idea.
And obviously, basing birthdays or anniversaries on that calendar of Satan is definitely
wrong.
Thanksgiving Day used to be celebrated
with worship services, particularly at its beginning, and still is by many. But it’s all right if we
don’t worship with them at their services?!
As I’ve stated before, George Washington, a
Mason, tried to get Thanksgiving Day kept as a
national day but so many opposed it then, it did
not become so in his day. After all, the US
claims separation of church and state, that is
religion and state. And he worshiped a false
god, not the true one.
Likewise, Lincoln urged on by editor Sarah
Josepha Hale proclaimed the first official
national Thanksgiving Day. But both of them
did not know the true God. He thought US
troops should get the Sabbath off, but he
thought that was Sunday. And she urged Americans to keep Christmas in a merry way or secular way, besides a religious way. Are unbe-

lievers to teach us how to honor the true God?
It should be the other way around. They learn
God’s Holy Days from us and the Bible.
The profuse number of idols throughout the
US should teach us not to trust US leaders in
religious matters. They seem content to have
taxpayers pay for false gods in art which really
do not exist, unless representing demon rulers.
Have you heard many leaders condemn the
many US gods on display in and around national, state and city buildings?
Catholics converted old false god temples into
churches. Did the worship of false gods disappear? It was changed some, so false saints were
godlike. Names of some real saints were used to
make it appear the whole scheme was good.
Secret Destiny of America (1944)
I reported on the book by Masonic writer
Manly Hall who traced the origin of Masonry
back to Egyptian mystery religion And forward
to now.
“The Alchemists, Cabalists, Mystics and
Rosicrucians were the incisive instruments of
[Francis] Bacon’s plan. Representatives of
these groups migrated to [US] colonies at an
early date . . . By this time [early 1700s] most
of the important secret societies of Europe were
well represented in this country.”
Hall relates how the early US flag switched
from having the Union Jack of Britain (as the
British East India Company) to having 5-point
stars, representing light. And the red and white
stripes mean the rays of the sun. So the whole
flag represents the sun for the sun god. (And
why the US keeps the summer and winter solstices as holidays.)
Hall quotes a long paragraph by a wise man
(most likely Bacon) who instructed the US flag
committee, describing the sun 7 times, exalting
it even as the Colonial Sun. Describing the sun
(as Horus) rising from the grave in the winter
and becomes glorious in the summer solstice.
Hall tells that the US secret destiny is
Liberty or Virgin Mary, Venus as 5-point star or
Semiramis. Why America is known by the
symbol of the Statue of Liberty.
Hall relates how the prolific use of US liberty poles, which were actually Maypoles for idol
and fertility rites. And eventually became one
with the US flag.
Over 60,000 liberty trees were planted. Americans began to rally around the Maypole—liberty tree-US flag. Masons like to emphasize the
US flag at special events, like sporting ones,
where the giant flag the size of a basketball
court, or even larger for a football field. With US
troops helping hold it for the national anthem.
To help honor war veterans publicly.
But while they are lauded, they are more like
fodder as noted in the movie Rambo, they are
expendable. Really sacrifices to Satan for war.
Getting relatively little in pay, and benefits
which do not match the promises made to get
them to enlist. And War Is a Racket for corporations to dominate other countries to get their
way, if other means as economic hit men are not
enough. Getting nations to accept loans they
cannot pay back, by bribing their leaders.
James Walker, 32-degree Mason: “Even the
Flag . . . not even Old Glory managed to escape
the influence of the freedom-from-God principles of Freemasonry.”
According to Revolutionary Brotherhood
(1996 by Steven Bullock) endorsed by Masons:
“Masonry . . . identifying its halls as temples
and its brothers as priests.”
Early US flags had rattlesnakes as Don’t
Tread on Me. Also a rattlesnake portrayed the
early US, in 13 segments to represent colonies,
on 13 red and white stripes as present flag.
Many British taverns use dragon names especially Wales (Red Dragon flag). Saxons preferred the White Dragon, Celts Red Dragons.
Green Dragon over Twin Towers
US armed forces have featured dragon insignias and names. US Marine Corps Warfighting Lab’s logo was a green dragon ‘devouring’ the Twin Towers, as Godzilla.
“According to [MC Commandant General
Charles] Krulak: The Marine Corps recognizes
that it must ride the dragon of change in order
to succeed in the future . . . That dragon is the
Advanced Amphibious Assault Vehicle.”
Millennium Dragon was mock urban warfare attack at Southern Mississippi in 2000.
Dragon Warrior is a joint effort for warfare.
MC WL has: Dragon Eye infrared cameras,
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M47 Dragon anti-tank missile systems, unmanned Dragon aerial vehicles, Dragon Runner
scout robots, Dragon Skin ballistic vests or body
armor and Dragon Fire mortar systems.
Avoid hiring on Sabbaths
Those who eat in restaurants Sabbaths and
pay for a meal offer the flimsiest of excuses to
justify the practice. I should know, I used to do
so, following the WCG practice as a member. It
took a while to sink in that it was wrong, very
wrong and hypocritical. While I claimed to
keep the Sabbath holy, in this I certainly did not
honor God or the Sabbath. Acting like a Gentile
who does not know God or His Sabbath.
Many people wrongly believe Sunday is the
Sabbath but are true to their faith in not paying for
meals in restaurants on their Sabbath. If they had
their way, no restaurant would be open on their
Sabbath, hardly profitable without their support.
Many Sabbath-keepers are true to their faith
and find ways to provide for their meals for the
Sabbath ahead of time for travel, as prepared
sack lunches. The excuse of fellowshipping
comes up, but finding a place to eat together
with already prepared lunches is doable.
Some stores are closed Sunday or have
reduced hours then, bowing to the pope. Some
stores have close to usual hours Saturday, still
in line with the pope’s wishes. True Sabbathkeepers should not buy from any of these stores
on the Sabbath, whether restaurant or not. We
should not hire someone on the Sabbath to
mow our lawn. Or to pay to eat in a restaurant
or shop in a grocery store, or any store.
While paying for a meal at a restaurant on
the Sabbath can easily be justified in the case of
an emergency, how often does such an emergency arise? If we do not prepare ahead of the
Sabbath for its meals, that does not make it a
genuine emergency!
Praise worship songs
Even HWA in his WCG hymnal confessed
he was trying to get rid of Protestant hymns, but
retained some. He failed in this, and other
COGs continued the bad practice.
Many COG members sing Protestant worship
songs as if they are good for all worshipers. No
matter if they worship a false god or not, a false
Jesus or not. Paul warned against another Jesus,
a false one and that is what Catholics and her
Protestant daughters worship. So their use of
Lord, Jesus or God is false. They don’t know the
real ones. If you sing about the false ones, how
are you singing praise to the real God? By using
fake worship songs composed by fake worshipers? Satan catches people by using catchy
tunes, that may sound good but are fakes.
Similar idea with keeping US or Canadian
Thanksgiving Day. They are for those who do
not know the true God and would rather keep
most any day other than the real God’s Holy
Days. British Guy Fawkes Day has been urged
by many British to serve as their Thanksgiving
Day. But the day is just a continuation of Halloween a few days earlier, wearing costumes and
begging door to door. And was transferred to the
US and practiced on the eve of US Thanksgiving
Day. With slight change of garb and ‘practical’
jokes perpetrated, as Halloween’s Give me a
treat or I will commit a bad trick on you.
Many COG members claim we should not
keep religious holidays as Easter or Christmas,
yet some keep Thanksgiving Day. Why? The
main reason is family tradition, but that is a
very poor excuse. It seems to be the only day
members can join with their physical family in
relation to God, but members treat them the rest
of the year as if they were spiritually Gentiles
(Catholics and Protestants). Isn’t there something inherently wrong with joining with others
(physically or spiritually) who do not know the
true God in honoring Him? The rest of the year
members treat them as needing the Gospel
preached to them to convert them to the truth,
yet one day a year they seem to have this right?!
Mason president George
Washington
Known as Father our of Country, tried to set
a up a national Thanksgiving Day. He was
claimed virtuous and his honesty was exemplified by the story of him as a youth admitting to
cutting down a cherry tree, but this was made
up after his death. Also, he was portrayed as
praying for his troops that were starving to
death, but that was pure fabrication, too.
After death: He was honored by the giant
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obelisk of the Washington Monument in the same
style as other Egyptian ones representing Nimrod’s phallus, except George’s idol was much
larger. His image was made in a statue in the form
of the god Zeus with bare chest, that was moved
to a less public place in criticism of the connotation. However, he was pictured in the ceiling of
the Rotunda of the Capitol in his Apotheosis or
ascent to the gods, among ancient gods claimed
by the artist as instructing famous Americans, and
openly displayed, though high up.
Washington was claimed to be Christian and
attended a church on occasion, but did not want
any ministers or prayers at his death bed. He
was actually a Deist (one who believes the universe was created but the creator is not involved in how it is run since). His title in Freemasonry was Worshipful Master.
By the two examples in the Bible, we should
be leery of a holiday, even on God’s calendar:
Aaron’s claimed feast of God used a golden
calf, that God said the people called gods (Ex
32:7-8). And Jeroboam’s feast, changed God’s
Feast of Tabernacles of the 7th month to the
8th, and involved idol worship (1 K 12:32-33).
While Judah remained faithful in some ways
as keeping the Feasts of God, many were misled
by the Pharisees to adopt holidays as Purim and
Hanukkah. While God had called Jeroboam to
be king, he adopted Solomon’s evil in appeasing
his foreign wives and concubines in false worship. Likewise, though God kept Judah from
extinction, He did not necessarily endorse
Purim, which resembles Mardi Gras. And Hanukkah is another Feast of Lights as Saturnalia,
Christmas and Kwanzaa. God has pictured His
plan for mankind in His Holy Days, the weekly
and annual Sabbaths. Holidays are Satan’s
attempt to distract from that plan and confuse.
Doesn’t God determine the true calendar, and
doesn’t He fix whether a day is holy or not?
Supposed other holy days are bogus.
Wikipedia on Thanksgiving Day
Much like Columbus Day considered a day
of mourning for genocide, whitewashing of
past crimes against humanity. The pilgrims
were aided by a tribe to survive and kept the
feast together, but within a generation they
exterminated them. Both days ignore the genocide of Indians in general.
Professor Robert Jensen—“One indication
of moral progress in the United States would be
the replacement of Thanksgiving Day and its
self-indulgent family feasting with a national
Day of Atonement accompanied by a selfreflective collective fasting.”
Some atheists object to the intrusion of religion, not the always lauded separation of
church and state, when the president annually
recites Thanksgiving proclamations to praise
God. [Whoever he thinks is God.]
The recent move by companies to open on
the day has been criticized for forcing employees to work on the day or be fired, “to work odd
hours and to handle atypical, unruly crowds on
a day reserved for rest.” Other stores [in Blue
law states] open at midnight, as soon as possible after the day “to circumvent the laws as
much as legally possible “
Thanksgiving Day evil
Thanksgiving Day parades tend to feature a
Christmas theme, and arrival of Santa Claus.
Shopping days until Christmas used to begin
the day after Thanksgiving (called Black Friday
for all the Christmas sales), but now may start
that very day.
The Pilgrim Thanksgiving (actually 3 days
long) did not spring up in a vacuum. They just
continued ancient pagan harvest practices. The
Indians that joined them kept 5 such days a year
so felt right at home with them. Both groups
practiced shooting at targets and demonstrated
athletic prowess.
Would the true God really appreciate the
Pilgrims eating unclean meat, even for their
Thanksgiving? They did, and many Americans
do today. The sacrificial animal, as the later
turkey choice, changed over the years depending on available meat sources. If the main
choice of meat was a pig, would you even think
of keeping the day?
Sure foundation of truth
We must be based on a sure foundation
(Luke 6:47-49). Keeping only God’s days is
correct, based on His calendar. Observing days
based on a calendar in opposition to God means
failure. Whether on a pagan god day of the
week. Or based on the calendar of this world,
which is slated to be terminated upon Jesus’
arrival, setting up His world.
It is perfectly safe to keep no holidays. And
observe God’s Holy Days exclusively.
—Mr. Jan Young
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A Response to a Letter

I

n issue No. 195 of
The Journal, May
2017, there was a
letter from a Beverly
Morris. This is in response to
a couple of very correct
statements she makes.
First she correctly points
out the “less-than-spiritual
behavior” that went on with
too many of the leaders of
the former WCG. It was from
headquarters on down.
Of course, most leaders in
the WCG were not of such.
But they knew of it, and, by
not speaking out or acting
on their knowledge, they
were actually abetting
wrong “mind-sets.”
A second correct comment she makes regards the
future when she says, “How
few of our doctrines will
stand the test of time”!
The question is: If the
Worldwide Church of God
was the Philadelphia Church
of Revelation 3:7-13, then
where was the “brotherly
love”? There was little of
such love.
It is evident that this
lack of brotherly love is
scarce in today’s splits from
the WCG. Perhaps even less
than scarce. Of course, the
WCG was not of Philadelphia, but was the “second
work of Thyatira.” Scripture
is clear on this.
Also, HWA and the WCG
taught that the seven churches were the True Church
established by the Lord Jesus
Christ. This too is false, for
the seven churches preceded
the beginning of Christ’s ministry and thus could not have
been his True Church.
The seven were established by John the Baptist,
and thus they had much of
the same mind-set that the

Pharisees had. Even today
there is a close relationship
between the mind-set of the
Pharisees and many or most
of today’s ordained ministries. This was so true of
the WCG’s leaders.
Consider a couple of the
doctrines that will not stand
the test of time” that the
WCG had.
First, they taught that
if someone wished to
become a member of the
WCG they had to accept the
WCG’s practices, and that
they would have to be
baptized by “total immersion of the body” in
water. In doing so they
would receive the Holy
Spirit (HS).
This is not true, for said
total immersion was nothing
more than a “calling into
the priesthood.” The HS
could not come to anyone
as a result of the action of
baptism, any more than all
of Israel being “baptized in
the cloud” when they

“by the son, for the Father”;
that is, this was the Son’s
“role” (Matt. 28:19).
Few realize that footwashing is a form of baptism, immersion. If you look
up the definition of the word
you will find it means to
immerse “all or a part of a
thing; in this case the immersion of the whole body by
John and the immersion of
the feet by Jesus Christ. Oh,
by the way, foot-washing
was intended to be a onetime-only act, not to be
repeated every year.
The main point of this
second baptism (immersion)
is that, the HS was not given
as a result of this act either.
It was simply a choosing of
a few from among the many.
As Scripture shows, the
foot-washing was intended
for the chosen ones to be
able to enter into the Holy
Place, along with the
resurrected Jesus when he
went in. It was a fulfillment
of the former foot-washing

ment. Because of that
requirement, most of those
who have been chosen were
left in the Holy Place by our
High Priest when he came
into that room.
This was because the
majority of those chosen
became a part of the seven
churches. They became a
part of a work, but not the
work. Likely for some within
those churches, they had the
HS spirit with them but not
within them. The HS was not
within them because they
lacked the third ingredient:
the meaning and intent of
the role of the HS as found
in Matt. 28:19.
What was that third
thing that the seven
churches lacked? Why it was
that they could not enter
into the inner room, the
Holy of Holies, when Jesus
and even fewer of the chosen were allowed to enter in
with him? The third thing
was faith.
The great majority went

Scripture is clear that the WCG
was not of Philadelphia but was
the second work of Thyatira.
crossed the eastern arm of
the Red Sea.
Total-immersion baptism
is only a calling. It is the
calling of the Father, bringing people to his Son. This is
the role of the Father: to call
(Mat. 28:19).
Then there was the
foot-washing, which the
WCG did not know was a
second baptism. This one
was a choosing of a few
from the multitude.
This choosing being made

by Aaron and his sons
before they could enter into
the outer room.
There was a time that,
symbolically, Jesus, along
with his chosen ones, did
enter into the Holy Place, as
was the case with others
who later had their feet
immersed (baptized) by the
apostles and their helpers.
But a calling and a choosing are not enough to grant
the HS to anyone either.
There is one more require-

through the steps, but they
neglected the one major
point in not realizing what
faith really meant. Those
with faith also had love of
the brethren, not just their
own church brethren but all
brethren called Israelites and
any gentiles who would hear
and become faithful as well.
Now note that the “called
and chosen” will not be in
the first resurrection unless
they come to have faith. This
is shown in Rev. 17:14,

which speaks of the time
when Jesus Christ, the Son
of Man, will be on the earth
with his resurrected saints:
“. . . For [the Lamb, the
Son of Man] is Lord of lords,
and King of kings. And they
that are with him are called,
chosen and faithful”!
Consider how it was that
the early “faithful” disciples
were allowed to enter into
the Holy of Holies while the
majority of the chosen were
left in the outer room.
First, they had to leave
their former religious association. In a sense, they
became “independent,”
having “only one Mediator
between God and man,
even the man Jesus Christ.”
One cannot be of the one
Mediator if he allows many
other men mediators to
decide his fate for them. It
seems obvious that today’s
“churches” are more like
the Pharisees’ religious system, and note how many
“believers” were left
behind, because they were
afraid of being kicked out of
the synagogues or churches.
They lacked faith.
They must strive after
faith by trying to do those
things that the Lord Jesus
Christ commanded them,
which means that they
are to love the Almighty,
and their neighbors.
as themselves.
In conclusion: In the
above, there are those
today, the majority of
Sabbath observers, whose
present doctrines will not
stand the test of time.
Needed changes likely will
not come from within the
total assemblies of the
many divided and often-bitter organizations, for they
are led by men and not by
our Mediator.

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“Standing Up for the Fullness of the Truth of God”
Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

S

tanding in the Gap—“I sought for a
man among them who would make a wall,
and stand in the gap before Me on behalf
of the land, that I should not destroy it;
but I found no one” (Ezekiel 22:20).
Standing up for the Truth—In 1962, a young
man from the San Diego Church Area (approximately 25 years of age), was sworn into the military. Not needing to report to his assignment for
a few days, he went home.
Shortly thereafter he received literature from
the Church in which he learned God’s people are
to have no part with the military and warfare.
When the day arrived he was to report and be
inducted into military service, he did not go.
Some time passed and then two FBI agents
came to the door of his home and arrested him.
He was taken to the jail in Los Angeles.
The day his trial was to begin, I was there to
see what would happen to him. He was brought
in with other prisoners in chains. The prosecutor
presented his case against him with no attorney
there to defend him.
The judge asked him to rise for the verdict.
The judge then asked him if he had anything to
say before the verdict was given.
This young man then respectfully said to the
judge: “Your honor, I understand the charges
against me and I am guilty, but if I had to do it
over again I would still do the same.” Seeing the
utter sincerity and conviction in his face as well as
hearing his respectful words, I saw a visible
change take place in the face of the judge.
Against the strong verbal disagreement of the
prosecuting attorney, the judge gave the sentence
of five years, but gave him probation instead of
going to prison. He was then released and
returned to his home and Church.
This young man’s name was Richard Grizzard.
Some years later he moved to the Gladewater,
Church area and married. Some few years ago he
died and was possibly buried there.
Failure to Stand Up in the Gap—It is utterly sad to realize no pastor or evangelist has had
the courage and conviction to take a stand for the
fullness of the TRUTH that Jesus Christ revealed
to His Church through His Late Apostle and the
promised Elijah of the end-time (Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:10-11), and taught by him without
compromising it for 52 years.
This was demonstrated to me in 1995 when I

spoke by phone to Dr. Hoeh and said to him that
due to his long tenure in the Church he was the
logical one to lead the Church. He agreed. Then
he said, “I will not stand up just to be counted!”
And he didn’t. Since that time all others have also
failed to stand up for the fullness of the truth as
taught to us by Mr. Armstrong.
I tried UCG for three years, hoping they
would come back to the truth as taught to us by
Mr. Armstrong. I said as much to Mr. Luker in
1995, but they had
a different agenda
and continued going farther away
from those teachings. I then left.
Then I made another wrong decision by going with
David Hulme. He
did the same as
UCG so I left
him. I will add
while I was with
them I continued to preach the teachings as
taught by Mr. Armstrong as I also did through
the years of Mr. Tkach.
Mr. Meredith called me three times trying to
get me to come with him with glowing promises.
Though he was much closer to the fullness of the
truth than all of the others I could not go with
him for he had for the most part rejected Mr.
Armstrong and the offices God had given him
along with watering down the truths and rejecting those with which he did not agree.
Some few years ago Mr. Raymond McNair
asked me if I knew any of the churches that were
right. I said, “No.” He replied, “I don’t either.”
The Prophet Isaiah wrote of our time: “Justice
is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off;
for TRUTH has fallen in the street (and trampled
on by the feet of those who reject it) and equity
cannot enter. So TRUTH FAILS, and he who
departs from evil (the churches that fail to teach
it) makes himself a prey” (Isaiah 59:14-15).
Further, Isaiah wrote, “No one calls for justice,
nor does anyone PLEAD FOR TRUTH. They TRUST
in empty words and speak lies. They conceive
trouble and bring forth iniquity” (Isaiah 59:4).
As far as I now know, due to Jesus Christ blessing me, I am the only pastor who has stood up
and remained faithful to the fullness of the teachings as revealed by Jesus Christ to His Late Apos-

tle and the promised Elijah to come (Malachi 4:46; Matthew 17:10-11).
There are a few of you who read my writings
and agree with them, but so far there has not
been the conviction with the needed courage for
YOU to Stand Up with the willingness to walk
alone if need be as did Mr. Armstrong in the early
years. Please know you do not have much time
left and will have to face God for your unwillingness to Stand Up for Him (II Corinthians 5:10-11).
Consider Richard
Grizzard, who could
have been in prison for
five years. And he was
willing to do it for the
sake of the TRUTH
(John 17:17; Luke 4:4)!
How about YOU? Jesus
Christ said we have to
love and obey Him
regardless of the cost
to be His disciples
(Luke 14:25-35). Are YOU
one of His true disciples? I pray with hope for you.
God’s True Church—It should also be realized
by those who know and believe the teachings of
God’s Holy Bible that Scripture reveals God has
only ONE CHURCH (Matthew 16:18)! And in His
Church are only those whom God has selectively
called and added to it (John 6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16); a
little, little Church (Luke 12:32; Matthew 7:13-14).
And in God’s true Church the fullness of His true
teachings are believed and taught by His true and
faithful ministers (Revelation 3:7-13).
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study your
Bible together with this last unedited book Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong wrote, ISBN 0-39608773-6, and please wake up! This could save your
life from these worsening troublesome times
before us. Remember—Mr. Armstrong was the
man Jesus Christ used to teach all of us the fullness of His true teachings (II Timothy 3:13-14).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2017 The Church of God.
All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the respective owners
thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by
The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Why did the Jews close their eyes?

A
“

nd in them the prophecy of Isaiah
is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing
you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not perceive; for the hearts of this people have
grown dull. Their ears are hard of
hearing, And their eyes they have
closed” (Mat 13:14-15).
This problem is recorded in all
three synoptic gospels and in Acts
(Mk 4:12; Luke 8:10; Acts 28:26). Are we
supposed to learn something from this?
John 4:48: Then Jesus said to him,
“Unless you people see signs and wonders,
you will by no means believe.” Why did
they not recognize the Messenger
of God?
In speaking of the Pharisees, Messiah made the following comment: “Let
them alone. They are blind leaders of
the blind. And if the blind leads the blind,
both will fall into a ditch.”
Whether people close their eyes or
the eyes don’t work is really irrelevant.
If one depends on some other man to
lead them, the potential to fall in a

ditch is the same. Josephus tells us that
the Pharisees were the primary leaders
of the people in New Testament times
(Ant 13.10.5). That society generally held
the Pharisees in high esteem and looked
to them for instruction in the ways of
the Creator. Why was that?
Mat 23:1-2: “Then Jesus spoke to the
multitudes and to His disciples, saying: ‘The
scribes and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat.’ ”
Regardless of the reason, the scribes
and Pharisees were in the place of
Moses. They were the interpreters of
the Law for that society. That position
had been established by the Creator.
Those people controlled the temple of
God and the synagogues, the churches.
They even looked pious. Certainly,
they understood how to please the
Creator, right?
Even Peter had a hard time discerning
the difference between the traditions
the Pharisees taught and the will of
God. “Then he said to them, ‘You know how
unlawful it is for a Jewish man to
keep company with or go to one of

another nation. But God has shown me
that I should not call any man common or
unclean’ ” (Acts 10: 28).
Peter had no idea that God might
have a different opinion or conflict
with the traditions of the elders.
Could it be that readers of this publication might also be blind to the will
of God now? Can’t we trust the ministers in the churches of God to tell us
what we need to know?
Jer 10:21: “For the pastors are become
brutish, and have not sought the LORD:
therefore they shall not prosper, and all their
flocks shall be scattered.”
Jude 19: “These are sensual persons, who
cause divisions, not having the Spirit.”
Because the Creator moved to establish righteous leaders at some point
does not mean those leaders or their
successors have continued to seek
Him. In fact, history indicates that
succeeding leaders have typically corrupted themselves to the point the
Creator casts them aside, scatters the
flock and starts over again.
“. . . For the Spirit searches all things, yes,

the deep things of God” (I Cor 2:10bc).
The spirit of God in a believer will
search diligently to understand the
things of God. The churches of God
won’t always do it this way.
“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become
wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do
not know that you are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind, and naked—” (Rev 3:17).
For the Jews, their leaders were the
problem. Certainly, for the churches
of God, the leaders are not united
behind one Head. Don’t think that
this is a problem of only the leadership.
“Prove all things; hold fast that which is
good” (I Thes 5:21).
Paul assumes some preaching will
not be good. How much proving have
you done recently? One doesn’t prove
by getting input only from the pastor
or those who support him. In a multitude of counselors is safety.
Build your relationship directly with
the Head of the church by a careful
examination of His word. The Law of
God is a good place to start.
CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others have missed.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
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An Open Letter to All Husbands in the Church of God

Husbands, Do You Appreciate Your Wife?

T

he other night my wife and I went out
to dinner and while we were waiting
for our dinner to arrive I happened to
look down and see my
wife’s hands folded and
resting on the table. The
light above our table
seemed to highlight her
hands like a sun ray from
God. These were the same
hands that I thought were
so beautiful over 50 years
ago when we were first married.
My wife’s hands are still beautiful to me,
not because they’re attractive but because of
how her hands have served our children and
me all these years. I told her I would like to
have her hands cast in bronze as a wonderful
reminder to all of our family of her years of
service to us.
I contemplated how her hands have ironed
countless thousands of shirts, washed thousands of loads of clothes, cooked endless
numbers of meals, cleaned up messes that I as
a man would never touch with my hands.
Her hands have decorated our house with
paintings, tiling, sewing, and arts and crafts
for us to enjoy. Her hands gently soothe my
muscles when they are hurting. Her hands
encourage me when she hugs me and gently
pats me on the back.
As I sat there looking at her hands, I realized what a blessing she is to me. I confess I

have not always looked at her as a blessing. In
my younger years as a husband I didn’t see
my wife as a blessing but rather a possession.
Instead of seeing her as a helper in my life, I
saw her as a beast of burden, someone to
carry my load. I didn’t appreciate her—I took
her for granted. I expected her to serve me,
and I believed it was her duty as a wife to
serve me. It never crossed my mind that I
needed to thank her for all her hard work.
Oh, how I wish I could go back all those
years and do it over again. I would tell her
how “valuable” she is to me. A husband’s
greatest need is to feel “respected” by his wife.
The greatest need for a wife is to feel “valued
and appreciated” by her husband—that’s
what makes her feel loved by him.
Husbands, don’t make the mistake of withholding thanks and praise from your wife like
I did for so many years. The next time you
take your wife out to dinner, while you are
waiting for your meal to arrive, reach out to
your wife and take her hands into yours and
tell her why her hands are so beautiful to you!
My wife and I have gone through a fouryear training course at Christ Quest Institute
on marriage, and it has been life-changing for
both of us. We since have shared what we
have learned in a marriage seminar.
If you would like to view it online go to
greaterphoenixcog.org and click on “Sermons.”
We currently have seven sessions downloaded, with more to follow.

The House of God
God’s only identifying mark on His people
is the Sabbath and Holy Days for a reason.
So the world will know who they are.
Live streaming services on our website and YouTube
each Sabbath at 10:30 AM and 1 PM.
Bible study Wednesdays at 7 PM.
Services:
Call home office: / 254-727-4424
1309 N. 15th, Temple, TX 76504
e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com
Join us at the Feast of Tabernacles in
Galveston, Texas, or Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Go to www.houseofgod.tv for more information.
Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.
Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free. The main office number is
903-636-4779. The toll-free number for voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if
appropriate, someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-488-6603 and is
useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

Time to Tabernacle
Written by TonyaVonderhaar

Wayne and Claudia Speed
1313 N. 25th Ave. • Phoenix, AZ 85009 • E-mail: truckinjeweler@hotmail.com
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children learn the
meaning of the
Feast of
Tabernacles
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FREE COPY
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friends, contact the
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The Journal lists 204 Feast sites for 2017
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Gulf Shoes: Ussery-Warren
Feast site, Lighthouse Condominiums,
John Warren, (903) 636-4470; Dot
Ussery, (903) 636-4364, usserydj@
aol.com. Orange Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Alaska—Anchorage: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Arizona—Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Prescott Valley:
Church of God Big Sandy, Dennis or
Karen Benson, (928) 899-1337.
Arkansas—Searcy: Points of Truth
Ministries, http://pointsoftruth.com.
California—Indian Wells: Guardian
Ministries, http://www.daveantion.com,
David Antion, P.O. Box 50734,
Pasadena, CA 91115. King’s Beach:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.
org/tabernacleshome.php. Oceanside:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. San Diego:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. San
Diego: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Colorado—Colorado Springs: The
House of God, Ron Harmon, houseofgod1015@gmail.com, 1309 N. 15th,
Temple, TX 76504, (254) 727-4424.
Estes Park: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Snowmass: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Destin: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com. Fort Myers: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Fort Walton
Beach: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feastof-tabernacles. Lantana: Christian
Church of God, Neville Gilbert, (561)
547-4952, jancgil@aol.com. Melrose:
Oct 6-14, Community of YHVH,
http://fallfeast.com. Panama City:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panama
City Beach: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
St. Augustine: Church of God,
CBE/Church of God Bethel, P.O. Box
1635, Auburndale, FL 33823. Panama
City Beach: ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. St.
Petersburg: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles. St. Petersburg:
COG in Miami/CGI, http://godschurch.
org/Feastlocation.htm.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Hawaii—Hapuna Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Indiana—Elkhart: Pacific church of
God, http://pacificcog.org/fot2017.
Iowa—Manson: Sukkot—The
Rehearsal, http://midwestsukkot.com.
Kentucky—Kentucky Dam Village:
CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles. Lake Barkley: ICG, http:
//intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php. Owensboro:
Owensboro Church of Jesus Christ,
www.owensborochurchofjesuschrist.
com, (270) 684-6075, (812) 876-3893.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Branson: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php. Branson: Oct.
3-10, Church of God in Truth,
http://www.postponements.com/
id15.htm. Branson: International
Congregation of Yahweh, http://www.
icyahweh.org. Lake of the Ozarks:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Montana—Glacier Country: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
North Carolina—Bladen Lakes
State Forest: Oct. 5-13, Sukkot N.C.,
http://www.sukkotnc.com. Lake
Junaluska: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Shawnee State
Park: Oct. 5-13, Truth on the Web
Ministries, http://www.truthontheweb.
org/THEFEAST.htm.
Oklahoma—Lake Eufaula State
Park: Oct. 4-11, The One True Elohim,
http://www.onetrueelohim.com/dates.h
tml. Wagoner: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.
org/feast-of-tabernacles, Wynn Skelton,
wls45@suddenlink.net, (903)
939-2929.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,

http://feast.ucg.org. Lebanon: Oct. 411, Jubilee Sukkot 2017,
https://manna.events/sukkot/moreinformation. Redmond: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Seaside: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Pennsylvania—Harrisburg: Pleasant
Hills Christian Church,
http://www.pleasanthillschristianchurch.com/site7/Schedule.html.
Lake Harmony: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org. Lancaster:
Northeast Church of God (COGMI
Associate), Charles Gray, info@
cognj.org, (215) 519-6264.
White Haven: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
South Carolina—Hilton Head
Island: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Myrtle Beach: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,

http://feast.ucg.org, Bill Bradford, billbradford@bigpond.com.au, +61-73711-5599. St. Helens, Tasmania:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Matthew
Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-24388-3463. Rockingham, Western
Australia: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Grant Chick, grantchick@ ucg.org.au,
+61-8-9523-4623.
Barbados—Pebble Beach: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. St. Lawrence
Gap: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Barundi—Mugina: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Benin—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise
Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr.
Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
marioseiglie@sbcglobal.net, (714)
533-9481; Raul Machicao,
mackao077@gmail.com, 591-2-275-

https://fot2017.lcg.org.
England—Bournemouth: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Torquay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kendal: ICG,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. Kendal: Seventh Day
Christians,http://www.
syvendedagskristne.no/Festival.html.
Estonia—Kuressaare, Saaremaa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Johnnie
Lambert, fotestonia@gmail.com, (607)
796-2669, 562 Sing Sing Road,
Horseheads, NY 14845.
Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
France—Calais: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Carry-leRouet: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Roquebrune-sur-Argens: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Tim & Maryse

Mpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@
yahoo.com. Salima: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Malaysia—Penang: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, info@ucg.org.au.
Martinique—Ste. Luce: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Mexico—Guanajuato: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Gabriel Garcia,
gabriel_garcia@ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 5339481. San Miguel de Allende:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Myanmar (Burma)—Kalaymyo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Sakhan Gyi:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
New Zealand—Hammer Springs:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Nelson:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Daniel
Porteous, porteousx4@hotmail.com,
+64-9-420-6414 or +64-27-337-9070.
Taupo: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
that some phone numbers refer to a
Oct. 12, 2017 (referred to as the Last
hese are the Feast of
Nigeria—Benin City: CGWA,
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day church’s headquarters in the United
Tabernacles sites for 2017 THE
http://feast.cogwa.org. Lagos: LCG,
States rather than a local Feast contact.
in the various Churches of God).
JOURNAL was aware of at press
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
This listing abbreviates Church of
time. Information for the listing comes
Attendance policies: Most of the
Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby:
God International/Common Faith
from Web sites and information sent
Feast sites listed here have an open
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
directly to THE JOURNAL by Feast organiz- Network (CGI/CFN), Tyler, Texas;
attendance policy; that is, visitors are
Peru—
Huanchaco: CGWA,
Intercontinental Church of God (ICG),
welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s
ers and other JOURNAL readers. THE
http://feast.cogwa.org. Huaychulo:
Tyler; Living Church of God (LCG),
JOURNAL especially acknowledges the
understanding that some Church of
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church of
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Wives, LOVE Your Husbands
olossians 3:19. “Wives, love your husbands and be not bitter against them.”
Huh? Is that right? Weren’t we told that
all the time from the pulpit in the
WCG? I mean, after all, HWA told us
himself how he put his wife upon a
pedestal, which led to the ministry giving familyliving sermons that always had the first 30 minutes
devoted to the wife’s duty to respect her husband.
For those who might not know, the quote above
is not correct. It should be “Husbands, love your
wives and be not bitter against them.”
The converse of that is Col. 3:18. Wives are to
respect their husband, and that was always the first
part of any family-living sermon. Like about maybe
1 /3. Typically by my recollection, about 1 /4. Then
the last 2 /3s to 3 /4s was devoted to the lack of love
men would show their wives. And how our example, Jesus, was willing to lay down His life for his
wife, even though she had basically spat on Him
and literally stabbed Him to death.
Then, on the way home, there was always the
joyful conversation, recounting all the relevant
points of the last 2/3s to 3/4s of the sermon. Such a
joy. (If it’s not obvious, I’m being sarcastic.)
Seriously, we learned in the WCG that divorce,
porneia, alcohol abuse, child abuse, unemployment—
basically all the ills of society—affected those in the
church in nearly the same proportion as the population in general. At least in North America. To their
credit, the ministry admonished us to grow in grace
and faith, and towards perfection.
But we didn’t do so good, did we? We really didn’t turn out a whole lot better than the rest of the
world around us.
Have you wondered why? Maybe ’cause God
chose the weak and base things that the flesh
should not glory? Probably a good reason.
In this article I’d like to take one small part of
that failure and give you a man’s perspective. I’ll
probably get a mountain of email from women and
maybe some from men about how I’m an insensitive ogre and it’s no wonder I’ve had such a bad
time of it with marriage.
But, remember, while I’m certainly no saint, I do
have more experience than many of you do. Most of
the new gentile Christians Paul was preaching to didn’t have much practice persecuting and killing Jews.
But Paul did. So he knew whereof he spoke. Take this
for what it’s worth. Maybe it will help some.
My wife used to work in a male-dominated profession, Information Technology. She used to tell
me the guys at work sometimes would let down
their guard and tell her ‘secrets’
from the ‘boy’s club.’ How men
think, how we relate to each other.
Why we do what we do.
Everyone has heard of the book
Men Are from Mars; Women Are from
Venus, By John Gray, Ph.D. Mr.
Gray makes the point men and
women think differently. Now,
most in the LGBT, Progressive,
and Feminist communities would
beg to differ on that, but it’s solidly supported by millennia of observation and
decades of research.
One of the things I believe the WCG did get
right was the observation that God tells men to
love their wives, and tells women to respect their
husbands. Those instructions go to the core of
what mankind wants to pretend doesn’t exist,
which is a clear difference between male and
female relational styles and thought processes.
So what I’m about to point out you can find in
many, many other locations. We (men) don’t keep it a
secret. What does seem to be a secret is women don’t
want to learn why men lose interest in the marriage.
Listen to woman-on-woman discussions and
you will find that “men just are not trustworthy!
They are the scum of the earth, can’t keep it in
their pants, and are always thinking with the

C

wrong head!” You will also hear, “I just do not
know what John is thinking! I have been such a
wonderful wife!”
Ladies, I suspect many of you are about ready to
tear up the paper right now. Daggers are flying out
of your eyes and flames are issuing out of your
mouth. If you have come to the point that you hate
me, by all means turn the page. If you want to
know how to win Hubby back, read on.
(Disclaimer: While what you will read here applies to the majority of men, there are some scumbags out there. I do not discount reality.
If you have one, this really may not
apply to you.)
As males mature, there stirs in
us the beginnings of hormone
production that cause us to
eventually become a fullgrown male. As that happens,
we seem to lose perspective
on right and wrong in some
areas of human activity.
Wise parents will “put the
fear of the Lord” into their
sons at a very early age. Unfortunately, most parents
aren’t wise. Therefore, what
I’m about to say does not
apply to teenage years and
sometimes up to ages 25 to 30.
The reality is, some of these guys
are looking for free milk without buying the cow.
But, when we do mature to the point we are
ready to commit to a woman, we do commit. Fully.
The last article I wrote outlines the reason why.
The act of sexual union is an extremely powerful
linking emotion that causes men to want to be
with you and you alone.
Now, that doesn’t mean we don’t appreciate the
beauty God has placed on this earth. Some of that
beauty might make us start thinking about how
beautiful you are!
Point 1. When that happens and you get angry
because “You’re just thinking about that blonde
bimbo with the skintight Daisy Duke shorts!” rest
assured he’s not. He’s coming to you because you
are his wife, who he wants to be intimate with.
Point 2. Roger Waters of the rock band Pink
Floyd released a song in 1979 titled “Just Another
Brick in the Wall.” The chorus is “All in all it’s just
another brick in the wall; all in all you’re just
another brick in the wall.”
Now, the song is only tangentially related to this

All built one brick at a time.
What’s that have to do with Point 1? When you
shot off your mouth and offended your husband
because of your jealousy and your insecurity . . . you
just laid one brick in the wall between you and
your husband.
Remember when you were in the kitchen
making supper and he came home, walked up
behind you and hugged you and pulled you
around to kiss you? And what did you do? “Can’t
you see I’m busy!?? And what if the kids come in
here!! Just quit it!”
Wow, you might have just rolled in a
whole wheelbarrow load of bricks for
the new wall you’re busy building. On
and on it goes. You’re busy each
day, working diligently to build
that wall stronger, taller and
thicker each year.
Those comments and actions you
think are justified we don’t see that
way. Men think differently. You
can read Mr. Gray’s book, but
from experience I can tell you, no,
we don’t come up and hug on guys
at the office or job site. But we do
walk in and expect some respect.
Ughhh. That word again.
See, when we show up at work and
our work partner says, “Hey, did you get
that delivery made yesterday?” and you forgot and reply, “Man, I forgot! I’ll get it right now,”
he’s liable to be a little perturbed, but he’s not going
to make you feel like an idiot. Because he knows that
would be disrespecting you. And he knows there can
be a consequence for doing that too many times.
He knows it can destroy the relationship and
will jeopardize the teamwork you share. So we are
very careful to only disrespect our brothers if there
is a direct need to and there is no other viable
means to accomplish the same end result.
What I’m trying to get across is, when your man
commits to you, he’s taken the time and effort to
build a nearly impenetrable wall around you and
him. And, when you start cannibalizing that wall to
build a new wall between your space and his, there
are serious consequences.
Another thing you need to know. I suppose this is:
Point 3. We typically don’t hold grudges. I can
get mad at one of the guys I work with, and then,
when the event is over, it’s over.
But we have memories like an elephant. Most
of us also have a pretty good set of scales inside
our head that weigh out why
others got mad at us. We
look at the event to see if we
deserved the disrespect we
had shoveled our way. If we
deserved it, we typically
don’t hold onto it. But, if we
determine it was unjustified,
normally we don’t act right
away. But eventually the load
gets too big to bear; the wall
is too thick, tall and wide;
and . . . there’s no going back.
What I’m saying is, when you build that wall,
we’re not going to take down what we perceive you
wanted to build. We might put a ladder over it. We
might even cut in a doorway. For a while.
But eventually you’re going to accomplish what
you set out to do. You will complete the wall.
When you do, we will find another source for
what we thought you committed to give to us. It’s
not sex. It’s not a housekeeper. It’s not kids. It’s
love with respect. Talk to us and treat us the way
you want to be talked to and treated.
In my business we continually tell each other,
“There’s always another guy standing at the gate.”
Meaning none of us are irreplaceable. Ladies,
remember that saying. No matter how good you
think you are, none of you are irreplaceable.

As males mature, we seem to lose
perspective on right and wrong in
some areas of human activity.
discussion, but, if you are at all familiar with masonry
construction, you will realize one brick is not really
very imposing. It can be easily broken by dropping it
on a concrete sidewalk. You can smack it with a hammer and crack it to pieces. A brick mason can cut
them just by hitting them with the edge of his masonry trowel. Most of them are not really very strong.
Building a brick wall requires hundreds or even
thousands of bricks—all placed one brick at a time.
Each one is just another brick in the wall. And,
when the brick wall is done, as in some old buildings, three feet thick, all interlaced together to
build the foundation walls, holding back tons and
tons of soil, or a flood of water when built as a tunnel under a river, they are quite imposing—literally
impossible to cut through with anything less than
explosives or very powerful equipment.
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Dallas calendar conference convened to solve postponements
Continued from page 1

in finding unambiguous biblical directives on which to base calendrical
decisions.
If God were all that concerned
about exactly which 24-hour period
was the first day of the year, wouldn’t
He have spelled it out more clearly in
Scripture?
Critics of the Hebrew calendar
wonder why knowledge of the mysterious postponement rules has been
kept from Church of God brethren for
decades. Why hasn’t anyone talked
about them?
Actually, from personal experience
this writer knows they were talked
about at least at some times in the
past. In second-year Bible at Ambassador College, Big Sandy, Texas, in
the 1967-68 school year, students of
Benjamin Chapman’s class had to
memorize the rules—postponements
included—of the Hebrew calendar.
The final exam included demonstrating the ability to convert any
Julian or Gregorian date to the corresponding day on the Hebrew calendar
and vice versa.
What to do
Anti-postponement people are not
at all agreed on what to do after they
decide that postponements need to be
rejected. Decisions still have to be
made. Is a new moon the astronomical
conjunction of the earth, sun and
moon (which at that moment is invisible from earth), or is it the first thin
crescent of the moon visible from a
particular spot on earth (usually
Jerusalem)?
How much should a person who
eschews postponements rely on astronomy and technology? Do we figure from Jerusalem time or local time?
Or should we be living on Gilgal
time? After all, Gilgal is where the
Israelites first heard of the festivals.
The questions and considerations
go on and on. At least six points
of view were heard from at the
Dallas conference, most of them
against postponements and in favor
of some sort of observation-calculation fusion.
Why we are here
The several pages devoted to the
postponements in this issue of THE
JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF
GOD is a sincere effort to help inform
brethren of the Churches of God about
a subject that is worrying many of
them.
The brethren would do well to
determine, with God’s help, whether
the postponements are inspired and
must be observed, are added by man
and therefore obfuscate the time of
God’s annual Sabbaths, or are somewhere in between: maybe a handy
way to know when other brethren are
keeping the feasts but, in a strict sense,
optional.
In some cases the brethren may

ultimately need to decide whether
they can live at peace with other
brethren who take a different stance
on the postponements.
Make peace, not war
Norm Edwards of Michigan, former publisher of the newsletter Servants’ News, is one who calls for
church members to live in amity with
each other in spite of calendar differences. Mr. Edwards, who says he cannot find sufficient scriptural reason not
to observe the postponements, points
out that following them helps brethren
worldwide keep the festivals at the
same times.
On the other hand, James Russell
obviously and sincerely believes a
festival postponed is no better than
a weekly Sabbath postponed. The
Roman church postponed the Sabbath. Where’s the dime’s worth of difference?
As you might expect, the answers
are not quite that cut and dried. Please
read these pages, and other scholarship on the subject, to get an idea of
the divergence of opinion. Please especially notice that not everyone who
avoids the postponements keeps the
festivals at the same time.
Evident at the Dallas conference
was a commendable willingness to
hear each other’s points of view. One
could have wondered, while sitting
in the audience, whether the speakers
themselves had had any idea of
the differences of opinion, even
among anti-postponement speakers,
that they would encounter among
their brethren.
But they all listened and politely

John Merritt, one of the original
founders of Friends of the Sabbath
and a practicing physician from
Waukesha, Wis., who was in town
also for meetings of the board of the
new (in 1997) International Bible
Learning Center.
In his opening address Dr. Merritt
encouraged conference participants to
“share your ideas, explore your ideas,
challenge one another, seek
truth and know it,
grasp hold
of it and
hold it. But
follow the
will of God in
being unified.”
He introduced Mr. Edwards, a 1978
graduate of Ambassador, as the
next speaker. Mr.
Edwards, who with
Mr. Maayeh moderated much of the three
days of meetings and
delivered the sermon
the morning of the Sabbath, introduced the calendar and the concept of
postponements.
Mr. Edwards noted that calendar
concerns would be a lot easier “if we
had 30-day months and 360-day
years.”
He summed up two fundamental
questions that speakers would address
here:
At what point during the moon’s
phases do we observe or calculate the
beginning of a month?

But just what do you mean “proclaim”?
“Who proclaims today? The Jews
don’t even have the Sanhedrin anymore. So do we proclaim it? At one
time we would have said, of course,
headquarters would proclaim that.”
Mr. Edwards said he wants to do
what His Creator
wants him to do.
But “the only problem is I’ve got 150
papers [about the
calendar] back
home telling me
what the Eternal wants me to
do, and they’re
all different.”
M r. E d wards said
his personal
view is that,
since the
calendar
used by
Jews is
the one
used by
most Sabbatarians, and since he has
not been able to “utterly prove”
another system correct, “I feel I will
continue to keep the Jewish calendar,
not because it’s perfect or because
Jews are great, but because it is the
system that most Sabbath-keepers that
I work with use.”
Mr. Edwards told a little story:
“We all know there’s going to be a
time of judgment, a resurrection.
Imagine for a moment somebody
being raised from the dead. The voice

A problem is that 12 lunar months don’t add up
to 365 days. Therefore a 12-month lunar calendar
doesn’t work out. It gets out of sync with the seasons.
asked and answered questions. No
doubt, for some speakers, on at least
some technical points, it was back to
the drawing board after the conference.
THE JOURNAL hopes that, by openly
reporting on the arguments pro and
con, it can help its readers better prepare to make sound judgments in this
and other matters. The publisher and
staff believe it better to openly discuss
troublesome issues, even those that
could disrupt, than to shelve them and
hope they quietly go away.
The disagreements over postponements are not likely to go away on
their own. Postponement critics have
brought up interesting points that need
to be discussed. Postponement proponents have brought up equally interesting arguments.
Follow God
In Dallas to open the meetings was

How and when do we start the
new year?
The calendar alluded to in the Bible
was based on lunar months, the time it
takes the satellite to encircle the earth;
that is, about 28 days.
A problem is that 12 lunar months
don’t add up to 365 days. Therefore
a 12-month lunar calendar doesn’t
work out. It gets out of sync with the
seasons.
So at times a 13th month must be
added, which brings up one of the disagreements. When, precisely, should
the 13th month be inserted?
“There are no great instructions in
the Scriptures,” noted Mr. Edwards,
“and this is what leads to a lot of the
controversy.”
He quoted Leviticus 23, which
talks about “proclaiming” the festivals: “The feasts of the LORD, which
you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, these are My feasts.”

from the throne says, ‘Hello, did you
keep My laws?’
“ ‘Yes, I did the best I could most of
the time.’
“ ‘Did you keep the Sabbath?’
“ ‘Yes, I did.’
“ ‘Did you keep the holy days?”
“ ‘Yes, I did, ever since I was converted.’
“ ‘What day did you keep Passover
on? And by what calendar did you
keep it? How did you decide when
was the first month?’
“In other words,” Mr. Norman interrupted himself, “does a person have
to understand all that for salvation?
“Or will we be asked when did you
clothe the hungry, feed the needy?
When did you feed Me?
“Yes, when you did it to the least of
these My brethren you did it to Me.”
The speakers
Here are the speakers and synopses

of their arguments.
First observable crescent
Herb Solinsky of Carrollton, Texas,
said he believes a new month starts
with the first observable crescent
moon in Jerusalem, and the year begins with the first new moon after the
spring equinox.
This means that Mr. Solinsky recognizes the beginning of the month
usually one or two days later than the
extant Hebrew calendar. About 20
percent of the time his dates agree
with those on the Hebrew calendar.
He referred to the testimony of
Philo, a 1st-century Jew, who said the
month began with the first observable
crescent and who encouraged people
to go to Jerusalem to keep the feasts.
Mr. Solinsky believes the Israelites
kept the calendar based on actual
sightings of the moon, but he uses a
computer program to predict when the
first crescent will be observable from
Jerusalem.
He allows that his calculated methods may deviate from actual observation in a few cases, such as when a
small crescent is only briefly visible.
He would defer to actual sightings in
Jerusalem at those times.
True astronomical conjunction
James Russell of Corona, Calif.,
believes the year begins with the new
moon closest to the spring equinox.
He believes the months begin at the
“true” astronomical conjunction (when
the earth, moon and sun are in line).
This system usually starts the
month one or two days before the Hebrew calendar and fairly often starts
the year a month before the Hebrew
calendar.
Using the true astronomical conjunction is different from the method
used by the Hebrew calendar, which is
based on the mean, or average, conjunction; that is, it assumes that every
cycle of the moon consists of
29.530594 days.
In reality the moon’s orbit is not
round and is not on exactly the same
plane as the earth’s orbit around the
sun. Thus Mr. Russell’s method requires complex calculations to come
up with.
Mr. Russell acknowledges that these
calculations were probably beyond
the abilities of ancient observers.
Barley harvest
Rick Eckert of Orange Beach, Ala.,
presented a system in which the new
year is based on the progress of the
barley harvest in ancient Israel. Unlike most other calendar scholars, Mr.
Eckert said he believes the months
should begin with the full, not the
new, moon.
Use of the full moon for this purpose means each festival varies at least
two weeks from the same festival
based on most other calendar systems.
Whether the feasts are to be kept
See CALENDAR, page 16

Concerning calendar disagreements: Can’t we all just get along?
Continued from page 1

When did the current rules of
postponement begin? Were they
merely additions by the Pharisees?
Is postponing the beginning of
the year the same as moving the festivals?
What calendar was extant in
the 1st century, keeping in mind that
the Bible alludes to no controversy
over it between Christ and the Jews of
His day.
When is a new moon? Is it the
crescent (visible) or the conjunction
(invisible)?
Who should decide when to add
a 13th month to the calendar to keep it
in line with the seasons?
The paper states that, since the
Jews preserved the Old Testament,

then “it would seem only logical” that
the Jews would be in charge of preserving the proper calendar. It reports
that Herbert Armstrong, in 1940,
came to this same conclusion.
The paper cites as significant that
Jesus and the early disciples kept the
festivals on the same days as the “established temple practice” of their day
(John 7:2). “There is no record of
Christ condemning the Jews of His day
regarding calendar matters. It simply
doesn’t seem to be a question.”
The paper also takes up the question of ascertaining which year Christ
was crucified. If specific dates for the
festivals and annual Sabbaths can be
determined, and if the assumption is
made that Jesus died on a Wednesday
afternoon (based on evidence in the

Gospel accounts), then, the paper concludes, Jesus died in A.D. 31.
The paper claims that one cannot
prove that Hillel II created the rules of
postponements in the 4th century, but,
taken with the biblical account, including the practices of Jesus and the
apostles, “it has been determined that
the Hebrew calendar is the correct calendar for our use today.”
The study paper doesn’t mention it,
but there are at least two conclusions
that could be based on Jesus’ own
practice. One could conclude that Jesus
sanctioned the calendar that was extant in His day, including any postponements.
But another logical conclusion
could be that He would have observed
the festivals along with other Jews

even if another calendar had been in
use. It would be just as logical to
assume He would have observed a
calendar that included no postponements as to assume He would have
observed only the one that was in use
during His earthly lifetime.
By His actions Jesus could have
been saying, “This calendar is the one
true calendar.” Or He could have been
saying, “This calendar works pretty
well, so we’ll go with it.”
The UCG study paper concluded
that “the Hebrew calendar is a valid
calendar for Christians to use in setting the dates for the observance of
God’s Holy Days” (emphasis added).
It further concludes: “While we
must always be willing to listen and
learn, in the absence of any new infor-

mation, the Council [of Elders] has
chosen to confirm its support for the
use of the Hebrew calendar as the official position of the United Church of
God, an International Association.”
In this issue
THE JOURNAL does not reprint the
UCG study paper, but the original
1997 calendar coverage does feature
an article by Gary Fakhoury, who took
another approach, although he also
came down on the side of observing
the postponements.
THE JOURNAL’S staff has seen quite
a few papers on the calendar and
postponements over the years.
Mr. Fakhoury took a different route
in his reasoning from that traveled
in other papers the staff has seen.
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Raymond McNair defines and defends the postponements
This article is excerpted from Global Church News of August 1996. Mr.
McNair was a longtime Church of
God member and evangelist in the
Worldwide Church of God and Global Church of God. He was not present at the Dallas calendar conference. (See the articles on page 1.)
This article appeared first in THE
JOURNAL in issue No. 1, dated Feb. 26,
1997. Mr. McNair died in 2008.
By Raymond F. McNair
AN DIEGO, Calif.—Some brethren are being confused concerning whether to continue using
the Hebrew calendar that God’s
people have followed for many
years. Their main
objection concerns whether the
postponements
used in that calendar are in some
way contrary to
the scanty infor- Raymond McNair
mation on the
calendar contained in the Bible.

S

Answers to postponement
questions
To better understand the postponements that were incorporated into the
Jewish calendar, we need to ask and
answer the following questions:
Exactly what is being postponed? Do the postponements delay
God’s holy days or simply postpone
the starting point from which they are
reckoned? In other words, does the
Hebrew calendar merely postpone the
beginning of the 1st of Tishri?
The present permanent Jewish calendar employs various postponements, all of which merely delay the
commencement of the first day of
Tishri, which begins the civil year
used in both ancient and modern
times. Once Tishri 1 is established, all
of the other months of the sacred calendar are easy to calculate.
So the postponements merely delay, by either one or two days, the
beginning of the first day of Tishri,
which is the seventh month of the
ecclesiastical year.
The postponements don’t delay the
holy days themselves, since those
days (established by Scripture) are
still observed on the same biblically
commanded days of the month, according to God’s directions in Leviticus 23.
Exactly when did the postponements originate?
The origin of the postponements is
not revealed, either in the Bible or by
secular history. This word, postponement, or its modern-Hebrew equivalent, dehia, is not found in the Bible.
But, as will be demonstrated later,
from the beginning certain postponements had to be incorporated into
the sacred calendar simply because
it is not possible to construct it without them!
To observe a complete 24-hour Feast
of Trumpets, it was sometimes absolutely necessary to delay the beginning
of Tishri 1 by a whole day. Further, to
be able to offer the “wave sheaf” (Hebrew omer) of ripened barley during the
Days of Unleavened Bread, it was
sometimes mandatory that the high
priest in ancient Israel postpone the
beginning of Nisan 1 by a month.
Such a postponement would, of
course, delay all of the seven annual
feasts by 30 days.
Did the calendar used by the
Jews in the time of Christ and His
apostles include any postponements?
Postponements were certainly used
by the Jews in the 1st century. Secular
history shows that the two major religious parties (the Sadducees and the
Pharisees) used essentially the same
calendar.
The Sadducees, as successors to
the priesthood from the line of Aaron,
used the same calendar information
that had been passed on to them from
Aaron and Moses. This included the
requirement that the Feast of Unleavened Bread fall in the spring (thereby
necessitating certain one-month post-

ponements to the beginning of the
sacred year).
There is no record of Christ and His
apostles objecting to the calendar or
instituting a different one.
Who preserves the calendar?
Did God give His people the sacred calendar, including postponements that would facilitate the observance of His feasts?
First, as mentioned earlier, it is utterly impossible to have an accurate,
viable sacred calendar without incorporating certain adjustments or postponements. That’s to say the essentially lunar months of the Hebrew calendar would not remain within their
proper seasons—which are determined by the solar year—unless the
calendar were periodically adjusted.
Second, it is totally inconsistent
with the Bible to believe that God
would have commanded the Israelites
to keep the seven annual “Feasts of
the LORD” mentioned in Leviticus 23,
yet would not have revealed to them
an accurate calendar showing the
proper days for their observance!
God began to reveal His calendar to
the Israelites even before they left
Egypt: “Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt,
saying, ‘This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first
month of the year to you’ ” (Exodus
12:1-2).
Further, the Passover and Feast of
Unleavened Bread were always to be
observed in that first month of Abib/
Nisan (Exodus 13:4; Esther 3:7), the
month in which the barley became
ripe enough to offer a “wave sheaf” to
God on the Sunday during this feast
(Leviticus 23:9-15).

ing the preservation of certain “oral”
calendar instructions given by God to
Moses and Aaron.
“What advantage then has the Jew
. . .? Much in every way! Chiefly
because to them [the Jews] were committed the oracles [Greek logion, words
of God]” (Romans 3:1-2; Acts 7:38).
How do we know the oracles include how to reckon God’s calendar?
Since the Bible does not tell us how to
construct the sacred calendar, and since
it is essential that we have it to properly observe God’s feasts, therefore we
know God has seen to it that all essential information about the calendar was
communicated to His servants.
The four postponements
How many postponements are
incorporated into the Hebrew calendar?
Today’s calendar, established by
Hillel II in A.D. 358, utilizes four
postponements. Through the centuries
God must have inspired the Jews to
utilize the postponements. We are
specifically told that God’s Spirit can
impart physical knowledge (Exodus
35:30-35; 36:1-4) as well as spiritual
understanding (Job 28:28).
The Bible itself says nothing about
postponements. So, if God’s Word
does not condemn postponements,
then who are we to say the Jews, the
custodians of God’s Word and His calendar, are wrong in including them,
especially since those postponements
enable God’s people to avoid certain
problems when the weekly Sabbath
immediately precedes or follows an
annual Sabbath, thereby producing
two back-to-back (tandem) Sabbaths?
Though the vast majority of the
members of the Church of God follow

lowing three religious requirements:
Yom Kippur [Atonement] shall not
occur on the day before or after the
Sabbath, and Hoshanah Rabba [last
day of Tabernacles] shall not occur on
a [weekly] Sabbath.”
This provision is included because,
if Tishri 1 did occur on a Sunday, this
would result in four consecutive holyday–Sabbath combinations during
that particular year. If the first day of
Tishri occurred on a Wednesday, this
would necessitate two consecutive
combinations.
If Tishri 1 occurred on a Friday, this
would once again result in four consecutive holy-day Sabbaths.
Why did the Jewish religious authorities conclude that the fast day, the
Day of Atonement, should never occur
on the day before or after the weekly
Sabbath? Because, clearly, this would
have made it difficult for the Israelite
women to properly prepare for the
weekly Sabbath, a feast day!
And why shouldn’t the last day of
the Feast of Tabernacles never fall on
a weekly Sabbath?
Simply because if Hoshana Rabba
did fall on the weekly Sabbath this
would be followed immediately by another Sabbath, the annual Sabbath
called the “eighth day” (Leviticus
23:39-44). This would work undue
hardship on the women who in such
cases would have to prepare food on
Friday for both the weekly Sabbath and
the following day, the eighth day, which
would be an annual Sabbath (verse 39).
Postponement 2: “When Molad
Tishri occurs at noon or later, Rosh
Hashanah is postponed to the next
day. (Or, if this day is a Sunday,
Wednesday or Friday, [it is then postponed] to Monday, Thursday or Sab-

It is impossible to have a viable sacred calendar without
adjustments or postponements. The essentially lunar months of
the Hebrew calendar would not remain within their proper seasons.
When the Lord revealed His seven
annual festivals to Moses, He commanded him to proclaim (Hebrew
qara, announce officially) those feasts
to Israel (verses 1-2). God chose the
entire tribe of Levi to be His ministers
(Numbers 18:20-22). However, only
Aaron and his sons were to serve in
the top ministerial positions as priests
(Numbers 17:1-13; 18:1-7; 25-32).
After the Babylonian captivity of
the Jews in the 6th century B.C., some
of them returned to their ancient
homeland and formed a nation that
later became known as Judea.
The New Testament plainly reveals
that the Jews were responsible for preserving the Hebrew scriptures, includ-

the Hebrew calendar, there are numerous small groups that believe in keeping God’s feasts yet totally reject the
Jewish calendar. They claim the Jews
had no authority to introduce the postponements into God’s calendar. But is
that what really happened?
What are the four postponements
in the Hebrew calendar?
Postponement 1: “When the Molad Tishri occurs on a Sunday, Wednesday, or Friday, Rosh Hashanah [Tishri
1] is postponed to the following day”
(The Comprehensive Hebrew Calendar, Spier, page 218).
What purpose does this postponement serve? Arthur Spier says Postponement 1 “mainly fulfills the fol-

Bo Pilgrim was a generous man
Continued from page 1

U.S.A. a beacon of hope for the
world they would determine to a

Bo Pilgrim larger than life

large degree the future of the world.
“He exemplified the values he espoused as he rose from humble be-

ginnings to being a successful entrepreneur and one who had friends
from the White House to the chicken
houses of East Texas.”
Mr. Pilgrim’s likeness gazes over
U.S. Highway 271 on a larger-thanlife bust just outside the former Pilgrim’s Pride headquarters between
Pittsburg and Mount Pleasant. The
head-and-shoulders statue of Mr.
Pilgrim sits atop a 37-foot-tall whitecolumned pavilion. Under the pavilion sits a smaller bronze sculpture of Mr. Pilgrim and his favorite
chicken, Henrietta (both barely visible in the photo at left).
Mr. Pilgrim is survived by his wife
of 61 years, Patty; two grown sons
and their families; six grandchildren;
three great-grandchildren; and a sister.
The family requests donations be
sent to the American Heart Association, 7272 Greenville Ave., Dallas,
Texas 75231, U.S.A., or the Patty
and Bo Pilgrim Cancer Center, 2101
Mulberry Ave., Mount Pleasant,
Texas 75455, U.S.A.

bath because of Dehiah)” (page 219).
If the new moon did not appear
until noon (or later), this meant that
three fourths of the 24-hour day had
already elapsed, with less than six
hours remaining. Since the religious
authorities had to get the word out to
the people throughout Israel, there
would have been no way the people
could have learned when the first day
of Tishri was in time to properly observe the Feast of Trumpets.
Thus it was necessary to postpone
Tishri 1 by one day to allow the messengers time to inform the Israelites so
they could observe the Feast.
Postponement 3: “When the Molad Tishri of a common year falls on
Tuesday, [about 12 minutes] after 3
a.m. . . . or later, Rosh Hashanah
[Tishri 1] is postponed to Wednesday,
and, because of Dehia, further postponed to Thursday” (Spier, page 219).
This postponement was for purely
astronomical reasons: to make certain
that the “common year” was kept to
its proper, preordained length of 353,
354 or 355 days.
Postponement 4: “When, in a common year succeeding a leap year, the
Molad Tishri occurs on Monday
morning [about 35 minutes] after 9
a.m. . . . Rosh Hashanah [Tishri 1] is
postponed to the next day” (page 219).
This postponement, made for astronomical reasons, ensures that each
“common year succeeding a leap
year” would always fall within the
required length of all “common
years”; that is, 353, 354 or 355 days.
Doesn’t the fact that tandem
Sabbaths occur annually at Pentecost
(which is always preceded by the
weekly Sabbath) prove that we don’t
need to be concerned about having
Sabbaths back to back?
We must remember that during
most of the history of mankind the
masses were an agriculturally based
society and did not have electrical
appliances, running water or refrigeration. They could not have prepared
food and kept it for several days without it spoiling.

Is there further proof that God
did not intend for the months always
to begin at some “mathematically precise” moment?
When, for instance, the weather
was cloudy at the time of the new
moon, it was sometimes impossible
for anyone to see the crescent moon
on the first day of its appearance. In
such cases the Jewish religious authorities automatically counted that
day as the “30th day” of the month
(the months never had more than 30
days) and then postponed the beginning of the first day of their next
month until the following day.
Astronomy and religion
How did the priests determine when
to intercalate (insert) a 13th month?
“The Talmudic sources report that
the [Calendar] Council intercalated a
year when the barley in the fields had
not yet ripened [enough to provide the
omer, Leviticus 23:11] . . . The Council on intercalation considered the
astronomical facts together with the
religious requirements of Passover
and the natural conditions of the country” (Spier, page 1).
The Jewish high priests and their
courts had authority to add a 13th
month when agricultural conditions in
the Holy Land indicated that, if a 13th
month was not intercalated (thereby
delaying the beginning of the new
year by one whole month), the barley
would not have been mature enough
to present the required wave offering
(Leviticus 23:9-14).
Compelling evidence
What is the best evidence that it is
not only permissible to use postponements, but impossible not to use them
if we are to have a viable calendar for
observing God’s festivals?
It is indisputable that the entire year
must be postponed by a whole month
from time to time. These steps are
necessary to synchronize the lunar
and solar years.
Moreover, when the new moon
appeared late in the day (noon or later),
it was absolutely necessary to delay the
beginning of Tishri 1, otherwise it
would not have been possible to have
informed God’s people (by officially
proclaiming that day as Tishri 1), and
consequently there would have been
insufficient time in which to properly
observe the Feast of Trumpets.
If the new moon appeared immediately after noon, less than six hours would
remain in that day. Therefore one could
at most observe only one quarter of the
day, not a complete Day of Trumpets,
unless Tishri 1 was postponed.
Presumably, a six-hour minimum
would have given just enough time to
notify God’s people so they could assemble as commanded on the Feast of
Trumpets (Leviticus 23:24-26).
What is the inescapable conclusions we’re led to by the facts? God
authorized the “Jews” (primarily the
priests and Levites) to preserve the
knowledge of His sacred calendar,
now known as the Hebrew calendar.
The Lord gave certain instructions
regarding the calendar to Moses to
give to Aaron and his sons so they
could pass them down to future generations (Leviticus 23:1-2).
Later God may have given further
oral instructions regarding His calendar to His holy prophets.
If God has not preserved His calendar through the Jews, then no one today
has God-given authority to devise his
own calendar. Why not? Simply because the Scriptures do not give sufficient information for anyone to properly reconstruct the sacred calendar!
No biblical or historical sources indicate that Christ and His apostles had
any calendar disputes with the Jews
regarding the calendar they were
using in New Testament times.
When we consider all the scriptures
pertaining to the calendar, it becomes
clear that God’s people ought to follow
the example of Jesus Christ and His
New Testament church by using the
Hebrew calendar (Romans 3:2), rather
than trying to devise their own unauthorized calendars! (Judges 21:25).
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We can refuse to be the ones who do the disfellowshipping
Continued from page 3

It’s as if, for us, loving people
simply because they are people made
in the image of God is not enough.
Instead, we become willing to
love only people who we are in harmonious agreement with.
As long as we are in agreement,
the relationship is solid, but the
minute one person begins to grow and
shift on this belief or that one we bail.
We ghost people. We disappear
from their lives. We abandon them.
We sever ties.
And we do it in the cruelest way
possible: with silence.
Sometimes I have to pray like Jesus
did and say, “Father, forgive them because they don’t know what they do.”
Because, honestly, I don’t think
they understand the damage they’ve
done.
I don’t think they realize that, on
the day they ghosted my family, my
daughter lost the only close friend-

ships she had.
I don’t think they realize that on
the day they ghosted me it was the day
that my marriage started to seriously
unravel.
I don’t think they realize how
painful it was to experience three
failed adoptions in the months after

years later, the idea of going to church
again or having Christian friends I can
trust is outside of what would be
healthy or plausible for me.
I don’t think they realize that,
when they see us at the department
store and turn to walk away before we
see them, they’re not quick enough.

Sadly, I don’t think they care,
either, because if they did they would
have attempted to bind up the wounds
they inflicted without letting years go
by and lives fall apart.
And now it’s too late. There can be
forgiveness, but there will never, ever
be reconciliation.

When ghosting (also known as disfellowshipping) happens, we
can practice praying ‘Forgive them Father, for they don’t have
the slightest clue as to the damage they’ve done.’
their disappearance: driving home the
reality that we had no one to grieve
with us, no one to check in on us, and
no one who cared if we survived as a
family or not. Every waking morning
was a reminder that none of them
actually gave a s— about us.
I don’t think they realize that,

I don’t think they realize that I
never fully recovered from that life
event, and that it still impacts me on
a daily basis. I felt it yesterday, I feel
it today, and I fear I’ll feel it tomorrow too.
I don’t think they realize any of
those things.

It’s done. It’s finished. There is no
reversing the damage, and no returning to what once was.
The destruction from the practice
of Christian ghosting, quite honestly,
is often irreparable.
For those of us who have tried to
live out the Christian life while being

open to allowing new information to
shape and stretch what we believe, the
reality is that at one time or another
we have friends who will ghost us.
Somehow, someway, too many Christian circles have failed to realize that we
don’t have to be in complete agreement
to be in a complete relationship.
And so, when theological agreement is not in harmony, there’s
always at least one family who feels
like some evil magician made their
life disappear without notice or even
a preemptive “abracadabra” to give
us a bit of warning that life is about
to change.
While we can’t control the actions
of others, I do think we can do two
things:
We can refuse to be the ones who
do the ghosting.
And, when it happens, we can
practice praying: “Forgive them Father, for they don’t have the slightest
clue as to the damage they’ve done.”

At my first Church of God service, in ’73, I was told what to wear
Continued from page 3

England at Buckingham Palace it
would be highly unlikely we would
show up in jeans and a T-shirt because
we wouldn't be allowed into the
building. We would dress up in the
appropriate attire to show respect to
the queen and her office.
I still remember my first Church of
God service in early 1973, and I recall
being told what kind of clothing was
expected.
Before that, I didn’t own a tie or
sport jacket. When I showed up for
church everyone was dressed really
nice and I didn't think a thing about it.
It was just the right thing to do.
I was making the minimum wage
when I started attending church regularly, and I managed to find a way to
get an inexpensive sport jacket and a

clip-on tie. From places like Goodwill
and the Salvation Army you can get a
jacket and tie for next to nothing if
you want to look your best.
So back to the original question:

son and sent out his servants to call all
who were invited to the wedding, but
they were not willing to come.
So he sent out other servants, saying, ‘‘Tell those who are invited I

killing them. Naturally, the king was
furious. So he sent his army to destroy
the murderers and burned their city.
Then he told his servants: “The
wedding is ready, but those who were

From places like Goodwill and the Salvation Army you can get
a jacket and tie for next to nothing if you want to look your best.
Does God care how we dress for
church?
Yes, I believe He does. In Revelation 19 and Matthew 22 we have the
story of the marriage supper.
The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
king who arranged a marriage for his

have prepared my dinner. My oxen
and fatted cattle are killed, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding.”
But the invitees made light of the
invitation and went their ways, one to
his farm, another to his business.
Some even attacked his servants,

invited were not worthy. Therefore go
into the highways, and as many as
you find, invite to the wedding.”
Thus the wedding hall was filled
with guests. But the king noticed a
man at the wedding who was not
wearing a proper wedding garment.

So he said to the man:
“Friend, how did you come in here
without a wedding garment?”
The king then directed the man to
be bound hand and foot and taken
away to be cast into “outer darkness”
where there was “weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
I believe this parable demonstrates that God does care about how
we dress and that dressing appropriately for formal church services is a
good thing.
Dressing up for church shows that
we care and is a way to show respect
for our Heavenly Father and His Son
Jesus Christ.
I don’t think James 2 gives us an
excuse for wearing casual clothes.
Rather, that story is a warning not to
judge our brother.

Gideon: ‘I will not rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you’
Continued from page 3

gets ready to eat (verses 9-16).
As Peter contemplates the meaning of the vision (verse 17), the three
men communicate Cornelius’s invitation for Peter to visit Caesarea (verses
18-22). Peter accepts the invitation
and leaves Joppa (verse 23).
It is at this point that Cornelius makes
a mistake. Notice verse 25:
“As Peter was coming in, Cornelius
met him and fell down at his feet and
worshiped him.”
How does Peter react to Cornelius’s
mistake? See verse 26:
“But Peter lifted him up, saying,
‘Stand up; I myself am also a man.’ ”
“Therefore I testify to you this day that
I am innocent of the blood of all men.”
Paul’s and Barnabas’s reaction
In Acts 14 we find the story of

Paul’s and Barnabas’s part in the healing of a crippled man in Lystra.
A man, who was crippled from
birth and who had never walked, rises
to his feet (verses 8-10)
The people react to the healing by
describing Paul and Barnabas as follows: “The gods have come down to us
in the likeness of men” (verse 11).
The people call Barnabas Jupiter
and called Paul Mercury, because Paul
was the main speaker (verse 12).
The priest of Zeus (whose temple
sat in front of their city) brought animals to the gates with the intent to sacrifice with the multitudes (verse 13).
How did Paul and Barnabas react to
the priest of Zeus and the multitude in
the city? Notice verses 14-17:
“But when the apostles Barnabas
and Paul heard this, they tore their
clothes and ran in among the multi-

Free subscriptions to

tude, crying out and saying:
“ ‘Men, why are you doing these
things? We also are men with the same
nature as you, and preach to you that
you should turn from these useless
things to the living God, who made the
heaven, the earth, the sea, and all things
that are in them, who in bygone genera-

take. Notice the first part of verse 10:
“And I fell at his feet to worship
him.”
How did the angel react to John’s
mistake? See the later part of verse 10:
“And I fell at his feet to worship
him. But he said to me, ‘See that you
do not do that! I am your fellow ser-

am your fellow servant, and of your
brethren the prophets, and of those
who keep the words of this book.
Worship God.”
Gideon’s response
Do you remember the earlier Old
Testament examples of Aaron and

Gideon wisely declared: ‘I will not
rule over you, nor shall my son rule over
you; the Lord shall rule over you.’
tions allowed all nations to walk in their
own ways.
“ ‘Nevertheless He did not leave
Himself without witness, in that He did
good, gave us rain from
heaven and fruitful seasons, filling our hearts
with food and gladness.’ ”
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Angel’s reaction
In Revelation 19 we
find a portion of the account of John describing his visions.
John describes the
heavenly host praising
God (verses 1-6).
John describes the
marriage of the Lamb
and the marriage supper of the Lamb (verses
7-9).
It is at this point that
John describes his mis-

vant, and of your brethren who have
the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!
For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit
of prophecy.’ ”
Angel’s reaction again
In Revelation 22 we find a continuation of the account of John describing his visions.
John describes the New Jerusalem (Revelation 21:1-27).
John describes the river of life
(Revelation 22:1-5).
John describes the idea of the
Son of God returning (verses 6-7).
It is at this point that John describes
himself making the same mistake.
Notice verse 8:
“Now I, John, saw and heard these
things. And when I heard and saw, I fell
down to worship before the feet of the
angel who showed me these things.”
How does the angel react to John’s
mistake? See verse 9:
“See that you do not do that. For I

King Saul when they allowed the people to influence them to sin?
Well, let’s now look at an Old Testament example where a man did not allow the desires of people to override his
desire to please God. The man’s name is
Gideon and the story is in Judges 8.
Gideon leads the army of Israel to
subdue the Midianites (Judges 8:1-21).
The men of Israel make a request
(verse 22):
“Rule over us, both you and your
son, and your grandson also; for you
have delivered us from the hand of
Midian.”
Notice how Gideon responds
(verse 23):
“I will not rule over you, nor shall
my son rule over you; the LORD shall
rule over you.”
You decide
How would you respond if other
people came to you to ask you to rule
over them?
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Calendar conference
tackled postponements
Continued from page 13

two weeks earlier or later depends
on the barley harvest each year.
Mr. Eckert says he has actually
planted barley to determine when to
start the year.
The main scriptural reference
used by Mr. Eckert was Psalm 81:3,
which says, “Blow the trumpet in
the New Moon, at the full moon, on
our solemn feast day.”
Since the Hebrew contains no
coordinating conjunction between
“full moon” and “on our solemn
feast day,” Mr. Eckert concludes that
“feast day” is the same as “full
moon.”
He acknowledged that he had
learned much at the conference and
that other calendar theories could
hold some validity.
Moon and stars
Michael Turner of Plano explained
a system that uses the first observable
crescent to begin the month, in that
respect similar to Mr. Solinsky’s
views.
However, Mr. Turner uses the
moon and stars to determine the start
of the year, specifically the sighting
of the moon in the constellation
Taurus. This approach means the
year often begins a month later than
that determined by the Hebrew calendar.
Because of the “procession of the
equinoxes,” Mr. Turner’s method
allows the calendar to get out of
sync with the seasons about 13 days
every 1,000 years.
Mr. Turner commented that many
people assume any reference to the
stars or signs of the zodiac are of
pagan origin. Citing Job 9:9 and
other scriptures, he noted that God
created the constellations, but false
religions exploited them for their
own use.

Mr. Turner has developed a calendar system that would be observable
in essentially the same manner all
over the world.
Raider of the lost Ark
Vendyl Jones of Arlington, Texas,
who refused to sign an autograph as
“Indiana” (even though he said he is
the real Indiana Jones), talked about
a solar calendar based on 52 weeks
of seven days with a leap day at the
spring feast and an extra day every
fourth year at the fall feast.
In this calendar are exactly 12
months in each year with no correlation between the month and the
cycle of the moon.
His preliminary comments prompted so many questions that he didn’t
finish explaining his calendar.
Mr. Jones, who claimed to be
close to finding the Ark of the
Covenant and the ashes of the red
heifer, also spoke of his archaeological projects in the Middle East and
his studies at his Vendyl Jones Research Institutes in Arlington.
Last-minute speaker
Alva Nelms of Temple, Texas,
was not on the schedule but asked to
address the conference.
Mrs. Nelms said the calendar
“must be simple enough for a shepherd to understand” and “must not
have fragmented time periods.”
Some in the audience interjected
at that point that those requirements
are not in the Bible.
Mrs. Nelms advocated using the
last visible crescent of the moon as
the beginning of a month, observed
just before sunset rather than just
before sunrise.
[Editor’s note: See a recent (2017)
letter from conference organizer
Michael Turner on page 2 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.]

More letters
Continued from page 2

are to “bring many sons to glory” (1
Peter 1:3; Hebrews 2:10).
This life and its activities are permitted by God’s wisdom. He allows those
things. Satan can do nothing except by
God’s permission (Job 1:2; 2:6).
So at the end of the book of Job we
read about “all the evil that the LORD
has brought upon him” (Job 42:11).
God is responsible for everything.
It is all His doings and procedures.
Our guessings and opinions mean little, so just observe what happens, pray
and accept what happens.
Lawrence Mumme
10003 W. Constellation Way
Tucson, Ariz. 85735
Loma’s dream a century after
Herbert W. Armstrong was born
July 31, 1892. It’s been 125 years. He
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married July 31, 1917.
From a member-coworker letter,
Nov. 28, 1956: “Within 30 or 60 days
after our marriage God spoke to my
wife in what might have been an
intense unusual dream, or a vision—
but it was years later before we came
to realize that this really was a message from God.”
It is 48 days from July 31, 1917 (or
2 × (8 + 8 + 8 days, which can symbolize what Trumpets means as 888 is
the numerical value of Jesus, and 8 is
a symbol of the Eternal) . . .
. . . To the Feast of Trumpets Sept.
17, 1917, which holy day symbolizes
the glorified return of the Messiah.
At that stage Mr. Armstrong did not
understand that. This point may symbolize the veracity of the dream.
Geoff Neilson
Fish Hoek, South Africa
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Art Mokarow was ‘a man among men’
Mrs. Mokarow was the wife of Art
Mokarow, who died July 27, 2017. Mr.
Mokarow was an integral part of one
of the landmark articles that appeared
in THE JOURNAL in its 20 years: coverage of the great debate of 2010. See
tinyurl.com/debate11111 for a transcript of the debate, which was sponsored by THE JOURNAL and moderated
by Reg Killingley.
A version of Mrs. Mokarow’s article, below, was published by the Chicago Tribune Media Group and posted at legacy.com.
By Claudia Mokarow
ONROE, Texas—It was a very
sad day when I realized Art
was never coming back home,
and then you begin to think of all the
things you should have done.
We were married almost 67 years.
He took his shower every morning
and got dressed and walked into our
glassed-in porch where he would look
at all the roses, crepe myrtles, the
hummingbirds and all of the birds who
seemed to chirp for him. He would tell
me what he wanted for breakfast.
He spent five or six hours writing,
reading and studying. In the evening
he came into the study for dinner.

C

accidentally, and six months later we
were married. Art had been in the
Navy for two years, so he still had a
semester left of college. He was
offered a scholarship in Virginia for
football, but, being in Hawaii searching for hurricanes and getting seasick
in the Navy,
he wanted only to stay in
Chicago and
be with his family and friends.
He became
a manager in
the world’s largest auto-insurance company.
He accomplished in six Claudia Mokarow
years what it
took 20 years for their most successful
managers to accomplish.
Art hired and trained 18 successful
officers. The company wanted to hire
him as one of the executives at headquarters. Art made the decision that he
did not want to move 150 miles away,
so he declined.
Headquarters, here we come
Then the church we belonged to
wanted Art to become a minister. It
would be a feather in these ministers’
cap to get a good speaker and a successful businessman, but again we
didn’t want to move, so for six months
they exerted tremendous pressure on
us, telling us by not doing it we didn’t
want to do God’s work. So we went to
headquarters.
Art raised churches in Ohio, Mich-

The Russian connection
But I must start at the beginning. It
all started in Russia. Art’s grandmother on his mother’s side (Efimov) had a
grandfather who was a high bishop in
a part of Russia. “Good works” were
part of the grandmother’s character,
so, because my mother was poor,
Art’s grandmother arranged to bring
A man among men
my mom to America. She
was responsible for many
Art was a man among
of the young-adult children
men, honest, never authorof her friends who wanted
itative, a hard worker, a top
No donations were, and are
to come to America.
in high school and
ever, accepted. It was a way to student
summa cum laude at DeLater, in 1923 when my
give back and be thankful.
Paul University, sharing
mother and father were
the highest honor with a
married without knowing
fellow student. Everyone
any English (my mother
seemed to like him (except
washed floors and my
father was a factory worker), they igan and a small part of Canada. After for some ministers who were jealous
bought real estate and got rich enough 10 years he was placed as a trainer of not to have his character).
He never drank (except in the early
to pay cash for everything they want- ministers worldwide at the church’s
headquarters.
years, having wine with dinner), never
ed for the rest of their lives.
Then it came to light that the had a temper, never swore (except
Meeting by accident
founder of the church was heavily once or twice), never told dirty jokes,
In 1930 my mother wanted to start involved in financial improprieties. was a good son (my mother loved
a family. When I was born my mother The leader spent over $40 million per- him) and a good husband and father.
He loved to watch the birds that
wanted Art’s mother to be my god- sonally.
chirped for him, the flowers that
mother, but the grandmother said
bloomed for him.
“no,” the reason being Art was 3 years Wild success in the cards
Art was a man who excelled in
old and I was 3 months old and if we
We gave our resignation that day
ever decided to marry one day in the and never contacted the thousands of everything he did. The only sadness I
Russian Orthodox Church we would church people we knew. Art became a have is “Art will never be coming
be considered related (though there business consultant for nine years. So home.” I will truly miss him and I was
was no blood relationship).
after nine years we retired and moved honored to be his wife. He will truly
be missed.
Nineteen years later Art and I met to Texas.
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After a few years Art decided to
form another consulting business so
family members could have a job. We
thought it would be a consulting business, but a whiskey company wanted
to be in the credit-card business. So
for 15 years Art had a wildly successful credit-card
company.
The family
members were
too interested
in worldly
things, so Art
decided to sell
the family business. We were
bought by a
bank that was
Art Mokarow
being bought
(along with our
company) by another bank. It was
over a three-year period, so Art came
into the office every day ready to
teach the two new managers everything they needed to hire and train
new salesmen.
But they were set in their ways.
Their style of sales expected the business to come to them. So Art sat there
with nothing to do and he began to
write books.
His first book was 500 pages, and
within 13 years Art wrote 148 books,
and we have sent or had downloaded
one million books to 90 countries 100
percent free and free postage. No donations were, and are ever, accepted.
It was a way to give back and be
thankful for all the gifts we received
for being in this wonderful country.
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