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20 years since conference
helped launch The Journal
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—It’s been
20 years. Where has the time
gone?
A trusty calendar can help you determine where time has gone and help
you keep track of it.
Twenty years ago, in 1997, calendar concerns were in the air in the
Churches of God. Two church members, Lawrence Maayeh and Michael
Turner, who at the time lived in Plano,
Texas, set out to settle the dust in the
air about the calendar as part of their
their Scattered Brethren ministry.
They presented their conference in
a Dallas hotel Jan. 3-5, 1997.
It was their observation that the
churches and other ministries wending their way out of the old Worldwide Church of God in the ’90s were
sitting on the calendar story, perhaps
because they had trouble explaining
to the brethren why they should observe the nonbiblical invention of
“postponements.”
Postponements are regulations built
into the Jewish calendar that can delay
for up to two days the beginning of
the festival year. Postponements aren’t
in the Bible, so why should we be concerned with them?
The answer was usually they were
inserted into “God’s sacred calendar”
by the Jewish keepers of the “oracles
of God” to ensure that feast days fell
in the correct seasons of the year.
The rules, four of them, were
placed there under the direction of a
rabbi named Hillel II in A.D. 358
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when the Sanhedrin was disbanded.
In 1997 critics of the postponements, such as James Russell of the
Church of God in Truth, said no man
has the right to postpone the festivals.
He and other postponement critics
wondered why anyone should be
allowed to tamper with the feast days.
Fast-forward a few years to about
2013. One of the calendar-conference
organizers, Mr. Turner, asked THE
JOURNAL if it would be interested in
reporting on another calendar conference some 15 years after the first.
This writer for THE JOURNAL said:
“Sure. When and where will your new
conference be?”
Mr. Turner said the date and location
were yet to be established and he was
surveying the interest in such a new gettogether. Were people still interested?
A few weeks later he reported to
this writer that, no, no one seemed to
be interested. Even though hundreds
of people attended the 1997 conference, interest in another conference
seemed to be almost zero, he said.
Was this because all the questions
were answered in the first conference?
Or maybe, after considering the
presentations and discussions in Dallas in 1997, people had settled in their
own minds which version of the calendar or even the lack of need for a
calendar made the most sense to them.
For the original reporting on the
Dallas gathering and other calendarrelated articles, see the first two issues
of THE JOURNAL, dated January and
February 1997.

My early life in the old
RCG and WCG was stressful
By Crockett Grabbe
violence as Dad pushed her down
USTIN, Texas—Sometime onto the floor (probably from her rewhen I was quite small my fusal to do “work on the Sabbath”).
mother started listening reguI was frightened by this and went
larly to Herbert
crying to my
Crockett Grabbe grew up in the Texas mother on the
Armstrong
b r o a d c a s t i n g panhandle and received his Ph.D. in floor asking her
applied physics from Caltech in 1978.
over the radio.
to please get up.
He is an experienced scientist who S h e d i d n o t
Dad did not
research and consulting in applied
like it when she does
physics, as well as writing and speaking move, so I tried
became serious on science and technology, including to help her up
about Mr. Arm- issues of the World Trade Center collaps- by tugging on
strong’s claims es on 9/11. This is in spite of adversities her shoulder. I
over the airwaves, he has had to tackle.
feared that her
Dr. Grabbe (pronounced graybee) re- lack of moveand I recall several traumatic covered from a pituitary tumor at 26 and ment meant she
experiences as a a cerebral hemorrhage at 34. In spite of may be dead—
the resulting disabilities, he has overchild.
as I understood
come barriers to become a productive
Mother got and respected scientist, having published death at that
into the routine more than 100 papers and all or part of young age.
of doing Bible 14 books.
When my
study on SaturHe was a research scientist at the Uni- mother still did
days and would versity of Iowa at Iowa City for 30 years, not move I more
not do work on going there to work in the physics-and- forcibly tried to
that day. I re- astronomy department, headed by Pro- get her up. I reamember when I fessor James van Allen (of radiation-belt soned that if she
in 1981, then moving down to
was 2 or 3 years fame)
was dead she
Austin, Texas, after retiring.
old (both my parTHE JOURNAL presents Dr. Grabbe’s re- would not feel
ents seemed very membrances here as part of its continu- it, and if she was
tall at that time) ing series on the history of the modern- n o t d e a d i t
would help make
my dad coming day Churches of God.
in while she was
her get up.
My older brother Lester, who was
in such a study and probably telling
sitting on the sidelines watching,
her to do something.
picked me up and sat back down
Sabbath disagreement
holding me. I asked him if Mother
I remember an angry exchange of was dead. He clearly said no. Then I
words as Mother got up, then brief
See MY WCG, page 15
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The Journal
invites readers’
Feast listings

T
CGBS’s Camp Vine 2017
CAMP VINE IN EAST TEXAS—About 30 campers from age 11 through 23
temporarily reside at Timberline Baptist Camp & Conference Center near Lindale, Texas. Camp Vine, sponsored for three years now by the Church of God Big
Sandy, organized the three-day event June 26-30, 2017. Counselors provided
workbooks to help guide campers through Bible studies and discussions to delve
deep into the concepts of justice, mercy and humility. See the article about the
camp on page 16 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Karina Moody]

HE JOURNAL plans to continue listing contact information, locations and dates of
Feast of Tabernacles observances
for 2017 in next month’s issue.
If you haven’t already, you’re invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or
info@thejournal.org. Or fax it tollfree to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
Many observances this year will
fall from Oct. 4 through Oct. 12.
The Feast is eight full days, counting the last day, but falls on nine
days or partial days on the Gregorian calendar.
See this issue’s list on page 13.

UCG releases study, conclusions re nature of
Jesus, rejects Trinity, Unity in favor of Binity
By Dixon Cartwright
he United Church of God an
International Association (UCG),
based in Milford, a suburb of
Cincinnati, Ohio, released several
documents in June 2017 that pertain
to the church’s opinions and doctrines
about the nature of Jesus.
In the documents, the UCG comes
down solidly on the side of Binitarians when it comes to understanding
what the church’s leaders believe the
Bible says about whether God is one,
two or three.
Most Churches of God derived
from the old Worldwide Church of
God founded by Herbert Armstrong
think of God as in some sense two.
Mr. Armstrong would sometimes
say God is one in that He is one family. But that one family, he went on to
say, consists of two beings: the Father
and Son.
Trinitarians likewise, at least many
of them, say God is one, but one God
in three persons or hypostases.
The Churches of God with origins

T

in Mr. Armstrong reject God as three
in that they do not think of the Holy
Spirit as a separate person or entity.
Rather, most of them say that the Holy
Spirit is the power of God, not a separate consciousness.
Complicated matter
Complicating matters in the Church
of God movement, Ken Westby and
Anthony Buzzard, among others, argued since the 1980s that God is one:
He is neither two nor three.
They do accept Jesus as the Son of
God and Savior and Messiah, but to
them Jesus is not God.
THE JOURNAL, over the years, has
reported on what some people call the
one-God controversy including Mr.
Westby’s and Sir Anthony’s one-God
conferences, which ran during Mr.
Westby’s lifetime for 13 annual gatherings from 2002 through 2015.
It is not widely known that more
than one UCG elder who was in
agreement with Mr. Westby about the
nature of Jesus lobbied leaders of the

UCG to consider changing its doctrine
about the nature of Jesus.
Several current and former UCG
elders could be thought of as closet
one-God believers. But the UCG
never seems seriously to have considered the one-God view.
Some of the closet one-God people
have since migrated to the Church of
God a Worldwide Association, also
known as the CGWA or Cogwa.
Still more complicatedly, some in
the leadership of the UCG have hinted and in at least one case have
explicitly stated the view that neither
the Trinity nor Binity nor Unity accurately represents God, that rather
there are simply two Gods: the Father
and the Son.
Literally two Gods?
In a conversation with this writer
for THE JOURNAL, one highly placed
UCG official a few years ago stated
this view: that God is not a family and
not a Trinity or a Godhead with two
See CAN JESUS, page 16

UCG gets a new council-of-elders member

M

ILFORD, Ohio—The United Church of God an
International Association
(UCG) has a new council member.
At the 2017 General Conference
of Elders in nearby Cincinnati May
9-11, the assembled several hundred
elders elected Dan Dowd, a fellow
elder and pastor serving in Milwaukee, Wis., to sit on the council.
Mr. Dowd takes the place of
Robin Webber of Bakersfield, Calif.
Those two changes bring the current 12-man-council lineup to the
following:
Scott Ashley, Jorge de Campos,
Aaron Dean, Dan Dowd, Robert
Dick, John Elliott, Mark Mickelson,

Rainer Salomaa, Mario Seiglie, Rex
Sexton, Don Ward (council chairman)
and Anthony Wasilkoff.
Victor Kubik, as church
president, is not
a member of
the council.
The theme of
this year's ministerial gatheri n g — t h e
church’s 23rd
Dan Dowd
counting its
founding conference in 1995 in
Indianapolis, Ind.--was “Judgment,
Mercy and Faith.”

Also this year, as in every year, the
conference voted to approve a strategic plan, operation plan and budget
for the fiscal year.
THE JOURNAL asked a longtime elder, who first served with the Radio/
Worldwide Church of God and later
as a founding member of the UCG in
1995, what were the significant
events of this year’s conference.
Ellis Stewart of Big Sandy, Texas,
replied that a significant occurrence
was the election of Mr. Dowd and retirement from the council of Mr.
Webber.
Also noteworthy, Mr. Stewart said,
were the generally upbeat and positive attitudes at the conference.
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Letters from our readers
Penticton soon to turn 50
ct. 14-21, 2019, will mark the
50th year Penticton, B.C.,
Canada, will have hosted the
Feast of Tabernacles. It all began December 1968 with Herbert W. Armstrong flying in to give his stamp of
approval, and the rest has been history
in the making. Go to hwalibrary.com
and search for “Penticton” for a PDF
from The Good News featuring Penticton. You will enjoy.
Churches of God including the
WCG, LCG, CBCG, CEG, UCG and
CGI have celebrated Penticton’s uniqueness and beauty. Bronson James, Bill
Watson, Mike James and Jeff Reed
have all spoken here, as have Dave
Register, Darris McNeely, Norbert
Link and many others.
From “the world’s largest tent”
holding thousands to several COGs
in the same year, Almighty God’s
name has excitedly been praised and
glorified.
I would like to serve as catalyst or
facilitator in developing a 2019
Jubilee FOT and will welcome your
feedback.
In my fertile mind I see unlimited
potential but fully realize God is the
ultimate Master Potter.
James Ludvigson
4wheelinjames@gmail.com
Penticton, B.C., Canada
Dr. Meredith’s passing
I hadn’t heard that Roderick Meredith had died. [See “Roderick Meredith’s Influence Continues After More
Than Six Decades in the Churches of
God,” issue No. 195 of THE JOURNAL,
dated May 31, 2017.]
No surprise at his age, of course,
but, as you say, another of the oldtimer originals has gone.
Glad I met him in London a few
years ago, albeit briefly.
David V. Barrett
London, England
Zeal for the church
Now for something completely different: my view regarding the death of
Rod Meredith.
I appreciate the comments made in
THE JOURNAL No. 195 about his zeal
for the church. But I saw him for 21
years while I lived at WCG HQ, taking first-year Bible, hearing his sermons in Pasadena, then getting to
know him one on one when I worked
for the Spanish department and seeing
him week after week after week for
years while we sat in the children’s
section of the basement and main
floor of the Ambassador Auditorium.
So I guess I have a jaundiced view
of what he did for the church and its
membership.
We spent one-on-one time in his
office numerous times, mostly discussing the Pura Verdad newsstanddistribution program when he pastored one of the L.A. congregations.
He would talk about how this program
should be a small focus because it was
going to “gentiles.”
He also would discuss freely a
number of men in his congregation,
evaluating them as to their potential to
be elders, deacons, song leaders, etc.
I didn’t know many of these guys
and was embarrassed he told me personal info about them.
I recall Rod Meredith’s antics in
first-year Bible, especially his ranting
against the Catholics and Baptists and
people who said Jesus instead of
Christ and on and on and on.
It was funny because the two mostChristian women I ever knew at the
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time were my stepgranny, a wonderful, giving, generous Catholic (and
she watched HWA on TV!) and my
best pal Al’s mom Leona, a dedicated
Southern Baptist.
I’ll mention here the infamous, totally unfortunate comments he made in
a sermon in the Auditorium about Los
Angeles mayor Tom Bradley, who, in
my opinion, for several years was the
most effective mayor in L.A. history.
Dr. Meredith said (my translation):
“It is a sign of the degeneration of
America that a black mayor was elected to rule a major American city.”
I could not believe my ears. Several
black members walked out, and I felt
like joining them. But I didn’t want to
leave my two kids and wife sitting
there without me.
I feel really bad for Dr. Meredith’s
kids and grandkids, but, that’s it.
Keith Speaks
Highland, Ind.
Thanks for Dr. Meredith
I was touched beyond measure to
read your article of tribute to Dr.
Meredith as well as the other articles
in issue 195. The published articles
are, without a doubt, the most comprehensive and most considerate

central and eastern Germany. It is also the dominant haplogroup of the
Slavs (Russians and
Ukrainians) and Scandinavians.
Jews, most would
agree, are classical Semites. Jews are haplogroup J, far removed in the
human genetic tree from
the Germans, also supposedly Semites.
The descendants of
the ancient Assyrians live
in northern Iraq. They are
haplogroup J, as would be expected
for Semites related to the Jews. This
supports the biblical statements about
the Assyrians.
The next bullets have to do with history rather than population genetics:
The city of Trier in Germany
claims to have been founded by
Ninus, king of Assyria, thus making
the city older than Rome and presumably pleasing the Trier Chamber of
Commerce.
This is generally accepted as legend and was put forth in competition
with Rome for the earliest roots. Even
if this is historical and not legend,
nowhere is there evidence that the
entire population of Assyrians migrated from the Middle East to Central
Europe.
The presence of one king does not
validate a wholesale migration. There
is no genetic or archaeological evidence of this supposed migration.
The Jews themselves do not
identify the Germans as Assyrians.
They identify them as descendants of
Ashkenaz.
The Assyrians have left us pictures of themselves. Anyone may visit
a university research library and find
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ocrites were too clean to dirty their
hands doing what this Samaritan sinner just naturally did.
This was a real slam at the legalist
lawyer asking the question “Which
is the greatest commandment in the
law?”
This was a slam because having
compassion on someone is a contradiction to the idea of legalism.
Legalists do things because they
are commanded to and not because
they are emotionally carried away.
Legalism will eventually override
compassion and the like.
Shirley says, “God in His love,
mercy and grace is teaching me to be
a Good Samaritan.”
My definition of love would include mercy and grace and not be defined separately.
Apparently, like most who claim
their beliefs come from the Scriptures,
the truth may not bear this out.
I think Shirley’s comment that loving God and loving neighbor are the
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1933, to, but not including, Sunday, 9
July 2017, results in 30,681 days.
It is 30,681 days from the start date
to the end date, but not including the
end date, or 84 years excluding the
end date.
Since God said, “Let there be lights
in the firmament of the heaven to
divide the day from the night; and let
them be for signs, and for seasons, and
for days, and years” (Genesis 1:14),
are we at the end of, or the start of, a
new cycle in God’s work? Or in allied
prophetic events?
Geoff Neilson
Cape Town, South Africa

Please let
THE JOURNAL
know when
you move
Please send your old and new

‘I would like to serve as catalyst or facilitator in
developing a 2019 Jubilee Feast site at Penticton, B.C.
Canada, and welcome your feedback.’

addresses to P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or
to the appropriate address listed in the box at the top of this

appraisal of his life and ministry that
can be found anywhere.
From the bottom of my heart, as
someone who was happy to have
known Dr. Meredith and consider him
a friend, thank you.
Mark Kellner
Columbia, Md.
A number of haplogroups
I believe that the Bible is God’s
message to mankind. I also believe in
science and that the Bible and science
are compatible.
With that preface, the idea contained in Brian Harris’s recent article
[on page 3 of issue No. 195, dated
May 31, 2017] that the Germans are
descended from the biblical patriarch
Asshur is insupportable for a number
of reasons.
I will state my argument briefly.
The Germans are not a pure people. Their population consists of a
number of haplogroups (groups of
genes in organisms that are inherited
together from a single parent). Germans’ population genetics do not indicate the homogeneity that descent
from a single patriarch would require.
(Hitler himself was of haplogroup
E1b, which has North African affinities. He was not a typical German.)
Haplogroup R1a is dominant in

volumes showing wall paintings.
Pigment studies indicate that the
Assyrians depicted themselves with
dark and very curly hair like other
Middle Easterners. They did not
depict themselves as Nordic blonds.
Finally, it is unreasonable to
maintain that the identity of the
Assyrians has been somehow “hidden” in light of the large amount of
conclusive evidence that we have.
There is a biblical model that accommodates these facts, but it is not the
model advocated by Mr. Harris. The
model I refer to emphasizes the local
rather than global view of some of the
events in the book of Genesis, including the anthropology explained there.
Herman Hoeh’s Compendium of
World History was renounced by Dr.
Hoeh long ago. Perpetuating these
ideas in view of the large amount of
contrary evidence serves no useful
purpose.
David Anderson
Santa Fe, N.M.
Having compassion
In issue 195 Shirley West [in her
article “Who Is My Neighbor?”]
seems to think we should be “Good
Samaritans.”
As I see this parable, the whole
point is that the “good” religious hyp-
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same is biblical but will be a problem
for some people’s ideas of Sabbaths
and the like.
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

page. Or you may fax 1-888-

Update from Free Lazor
This is getting interesting. On June
6, 2017, I conducted my parole hearing before the board for about six
hours. At that juncture the hearing was
recessed into a “continuance’ status to
conclude in the future (hopefully
within six to eight weeks).
The reason: to have the CDCR
internal affairs (IA) division conduct
an IA investigation into guards setting
me up to be brutalized/murdered in
2013 (which is nothing new) surrounding their generation of false
rule-violation reports (RVRs).
The false RVRs are the only basis
for my being kept from being released
on parole since the 1990s.
So please (1) stay tuned and (2)
keep praying for Yahweh’s will for my
release, and for Him to turn this into a
blessing for me. It could go either way
in that regard.
P.F. “Free” Lazor
Soledad, Calif.

message at 1-866-949-7294 to

Where are we?
A question for the Church of God
on this anniversary: Herbert W. Armstrong said in his autobiography that
he considered “the real start” of the
church’s worldwide end-time work to
have begun with his six-week tent
campaign in the Willamette Valley
starting 9 July 1933.
As there are 19 years in a moon
(lunar) cycle, so there are 28 years in
a sun (solar) cycle, or 28 × 365.25 =
10,227 days.
From 9 July 1933 to 9 July 2017 is
exactly three sun cycles, or 30,681
days.
From and including Sunday, 9 July

488-6603 or E-mail info@
thejournal.org or leave a voice

report your address change.
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Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

Columns and commentary

The apostle John seems to have loved puzzles
The writer is a longtime educator
who attends the Church of God Big
Sandy.

started to write with His finger on the
ground. But the text doesn’t tell us
what He wrote.

By Reginald Killingley
IG SANDY, Texas—In his
Gospel, John wrote about 153
fish being caught when Jesus
fixed the disciples’ breakfast on the
shore of the Sea of Tiberias (John
21:11). Why the precise number?
Later he wrote about the number
666 (Revelation
13:18).
Bible cryptanalysts have
had a field day
for millennia
with solutions
aplenty, yet “the
number of the
beast” still defies a definitive
decipherment. It Reginald Killingley
has proven tougher to crack than the best hacker-proof
cyber-encryption.

We’re not sure
So what did He write?
The short answer is we just don’t
know. The longer answer: That doesn’t
stop us from speculating.
One possibility: In the law, both
Leviticus 20:10 and Deuteronomy
22:22 refer to an adulteress—and an
adulterer. After all, if the woman was
indeed “caught in the act” as the
scribes and Pharisees claimed (John
8:4), where was her partner in sin?
Could Jesus have been writing out
these Old Testament verses as possible
indicators to them that He knew it was
not a sincere question but a setup?
Another possibility: Jesus may
have been harking back to Jeremiah
17:13: “LORD . . . all who reject you
will be put to shame; those who forsake you will be inscribed in the dust,
for they have rejected the source of
living water, the LORD.”
Just prior to the incident under discussion, Jesus had gone up to Jerusalem to attend the Feast of Tabernacles (John 7:10).
“On the last and greatest day of the
festival Jesus stood and declared, ‘If
anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me
and drink. Whoever believes in me,
as scripture says, Streams of living
water shall flow from within him.’ He
was speaking of the Spirit, which

B

Pharisaical entrapment?
In John 8:1-11 we read the account
of a woman caught in adultery and
brought before Jesus by some scribes
and Pharisees to trap Him.
They quoted part of the law of
Moses that stated such women were to
be stoned and asked Him what He
thought.
At that point Jesus bent down and

believers in him would later receive”
(John 7:37-38).
Could it be that in the account in
John 8 Jesus is referring to the fact that
the scribes and Pharisees, in their conniving rejection of Him—clearly demonstrated by their coming up with a
test designed to trip Him up—deserved to have their names inscribed
in the dust? They were evidently not
believers. They would not be receiving the Spirit.
Their blind spot
Names inscribed in the dust, unlike
names inscribed in the Book of Life,
disappear. Quickly. And permanently.
In any event, it doesn’t appear the
woman’s accusers read what He wrote.
Or, if they did, perhaps their hardened
hearts blinded them to the meaning of
the message Jesus may have been trying to communicate to them.
In fact, John writes that they started
leaving, the eldest first, when they
heard what He said, not when they
read what He wrote.
They disappeared, just like names
written in the dust.
So did Jesus indeed write the passage from Jeremiah? Maybe. We have
made the case but we cannot claim it
is conclusive.
The larger lesson, though, is beyond dispute. We don’t have to puzzle
over it at all. Jesus forgave the woman
and exhorted her to “sin no more.”
And He does the same for us.

Notice these 7 characteristics that God loves
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—There are
four verses in the book of
Proverbs (Proverbs 6:16-19)
that list seven characteristics that God
hates. When a Bible student sees the
list, he notices that the adversary
reflects all of these characteristics.
When we consider the opposite of
the seven characteristics, we can recognize seven characteristics that God
loves, and we can notice that the Son
of God reflects all of the positive characteristics.

B

Humble outlook
God hates a proud look.
Here is a verse that shows how
Satan exhibits a proud look:
Matthew 4:9—“And he said to
Him, “All these things I will give You
if You will fall down and worship
me.”
Here is a section of verses that
show how the Son of God exhibits a
humble outlook:
Philippians 2:5-8—“Let this mind
be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being in the form of God,
did not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but made Himself of no
reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. And being found in appearance
as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death,
even the death of the cross.”
Truthful tongue
God hates a lying tongue.
Here is a verse that shows how
Satan exhibits a lying tongue:
John 8:44—“You are of your
father the devil, and the desires of
your father you want to do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and
does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he
speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
resources, for he is a liar and the
father of it.”
Here are verses that show how the
Son of God exhibits a truthful tongue.

John 8:45-46—“But because I tell
the truth, you do not believe Me.
Which of you convicts Me of sin? And
if I tell the truth, why do you not
believe Me?”
Hands to help the guilty
God hates hands that shed innocent
blood.
Here is a verse that shows how
Satan exhibits hands to shed innocent
blood:
Job 1:11—“But now, stretch out
Your hand and touch all that he has,
and he will surely curse You to Your
face!.”
Here is a section of verses that
show how the Son of
God exhibits hands
to help the
guilty:
Romans 5:68—“For when we
were still without
strength, in due time
Christ died for the
ungodly. For scarcely for a
righteous man will one die;
yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God
demonstrates His own love toward us,
in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.”
Caring heart with righteous purposes
God hates a heart with wicked
imaginations.
Here is a verse that shows how
Satan exhibits a heart with wicked
imaginations:
Luke 22:31—“And the Lord said,
‘Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has
asked for you, that he may sift you as
wheat.’ ”
Here is a section of verses that
show how the Son of God exhibits a
caring heart with righteous purposes:
Luke 4:17-19—“And He was
handed the book of the prophet
Isaiah. And when He had opened the
book, He found the place where it
was written: ‘The Spirit of the LORD
is upon Me, because He has anointed
Me To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives and recovery of sight to the

blind, to set at liberty those who are
oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable
year of the LORD.”
Feet swift to edification
God hates feet that are swift to run
to evil.
Here is a verse that shows how
Satan exhibits feet that are swift to run
to evil:
Matthew 13:19—“When anyone
hears the word of the kingdom, and
does not understand it, then the
wicked one comes and snatches away
what was sown in his heart. This is he
who received seed by the wayside.”
Here is a section of verses that
show how the Son of God
exhibits feet that are swift to
edification:
John 8:7-11—“So when
they continued asking Him,
He raised Himself up and
said to them, ‘He who
is without sin among
you, let him throw a
stone at her first.’
And again He stooped
down and wrote on
the ground. Then those
who heard it, being convicted by their conscience, went out one
by one, beginning with the oldest even
to the last. And Jesus was left alone,
and the woman standing in the midst.
When Jesus had raised Himself up and
saw no one but the woman, He said to
her, ‘Woman, where are those accusers of yours? Has no one condemned
you?’ She said, ‘No one, Lord.’ And
Jesus said to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more.’ ”
True witness
God hates a false witness.
Have you ever considered the difference between a lying tongue and a
false witness?
It is my perspective that a lying
tongue has a broader perspective and a
false witness has a narrower perspective.
A lying tongue often involves selfishness: lying to get things or lying to
gain favor.
A false witness is generally deSee THE PURPOSE, page 4

“How did your sermon go?”

Appropriate time appointed
Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities.
By Kathleen McCann
ILTON KEYNES, England—Most people who
anticipate the return of
Jesus Christ expect Him to return
after about 6,000 years of human
history, at the
start of the
seventh millennium.
Even though
it is virtually
impossible to
prove that Adam
and Eve were
created about
4,000 years before Christ, this
dating is gen- Kathleen McCann
erally accepted
in the Christian world whenever
people think in these terms.
However, on this basis did the

M

ancient Israelites have any awareness of time concluding and an end
to human history? Did they make
any connection between the Feast of
Tabernacles and the “latter” or “last”
days? Is it only in recent years that
we have made such a link?
To find a possible answer to these
questions, this essay makes a link
between the Feast of Tabernacles,
the “last days” and the seventh millennium, when Jesus Christ is expected to return to the earth.
Context for holy days
The context for the holy days is
found in Leviticus 23 and Deuteronomy 16, where we see the word
feast translated from Hebrew mo’ed,
which means “an appointed time.”
It can also mean an appointed
place. In other words, Jehovah wanted to meet with His congregation at
an appointed time and place.
The word also means “season,”
and hence there was something
entirely seasonal about the holy
days.
See DID ANCIENT ISRAEL, page 4

Here are things to think
about: TP, TC, JC
The author and his wife, Margie,
settled in a farmstead in the Missouri Ozarks, where they homeschooled their five children and have
lived a quiet country life. In 2004
they began Homeschool Helpers to
encourage Christian homeschool
families with activities and a free
newsletter. He is also the author of
several books on Amazon and WND.
By Dan White
ARTVILLE, Mo.—The Petrine doctrine is tightly tied
to the doctrine of the One
True Church.
It is with Rome. And it was with
Pasadena.
Notice a couple of quotes from the
JOURNAL article “COG Pastor Remembers Exit Interview With His Employer,” from the Sept. 20, 2000, issue.
“You know, we recently changed
the Day of Pentecost from Monday to
Sunday as far as our observance,” Mr.
[Herbert] Armstrong told Mr. [Jeff]
Booth. “The Day of Pentecost is now
on Sunday. But, since I had made the
decision to observe Pentecost on
Monday, for years the Day of Pentecost was actually on Monday.”
Mr. Armstrong is quoted in the
article as explaining his reasoning:
He, as chief apostle, had the power
to bind and loose.

H

“Whatever I bind is bound in
heaven, and whatever I loose is
loosed in heaven,” Mr. Booth quoted
him as saying.
Mr. Armstrong, said Mr. Booth, believed not only
that he was
God’s apostle
but that he was
the latest in a
line of God’s
representatives
with the title
“Peter.”
“When we
were discussing the primacy
Dan White
of Peter,” remembered Mr.
Booth, “he said, ‘Young man, you
may not know this but Peter is a title,
not a name.’ It was a title given to
Simon and a title that means the Peter.
“The title, and the keys, passed
from chief apostle to chief apostle,
from Peter to Peter. Each chief apostle
was the new Peter. He said, ‘Now I am
the chief apostle, and I am the Peter.’ ”
HWA thought he had Peter power,
the power of the Peter position to
change the law of God. Pentecost
was whenever HWA said it was, and
not when God said it was.
See LEAVING CHURCH, page 15
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Did ancient Israel conceive of ‘end times’ and 7,000-year plan?
Continued from page 3

When we observe the Feast of
Tabernacles today we observe a festival that takes place at a certain season,
but the precise days move slightly
backwards or forwards in chronological time.
We also believe that it heralds the
seventh millennium in the plan of God
for the salvation of mankind.
Did the Israelites before Jesus’ time
anticipate a 7,000-year plan of God or
that there would be an “end time” of
human civilization or history as they
knew it?
Job understood
Job certainly knew about some end
times.
“For I know that my Redeemer
lives, and He shall stand at last on the
earth; and after my skin is destroyed,
this I know, that in my flesh shall I see
God” (Job 19:25-26).
The Old English translates “at last”
as “at the latter day.” It is unclear
when Job lived, but it is thought that
he was a devout man of the ancient
patriarchal days.
However, clearly Job understood
that Jehovah was real and He would
appear on earth in the future.
I suggest that Job was anticipating
what we know as the Second Coming
of Jehovah and that seeing the Lord
“in my flesh” indicates the second resurrection. Did Job know about both a
first and a second resurrection? Maybe it was not important at that time to
distinguish.
Into the future
Before the Exodus, when the Israelite family was still in Egypt, we
have Genesis 49, when Jacob brought
his sons together to prophesy what
would befall them in the last days.
The words used translate as “latter,
or hindermost,” and time is a general
period.
These words continue to be used
for the following examples, denoting
a general sense that there would be a
period long into the future.
Interestingly, it also reminds the
Israelite brothers that they would continue to live as recognizable tribes
long into the future.
Between the Exodus and the exile
of Northern Israel there are two other
references to “the latter days” in
Scripture: Deuteronomy 4:30 and 31:29.
Deuteronomy 4:30 here speaks of
the Israelites being in distress in the
latter days but repenting and returning
to God. But when is this?
Moses in Deuteronomy 31:29 sees
the latter days as immediately after his
death. Deuteronomy 4:32, however,
suggests a much wider time span,
going back to when “God created man
on the earth.”
Moses knew about latter days
It is not clear from these scriptures
when the latter days would be, but
Moses certainly knew about them. At
the time, the Israelites’ focus was on
obeying the law of God to remember
their deliverance from Egypt (Leviticus 23:43; Deuteronomy 16:1, 12).
It is unlikely they concerned themselves about eras or other time periods. It would be only someone with
profound insight who would conceive
that history or life as he knew it would
end, when Jehovah might come to

earth to live among men.
However, after the exile of Northern Israel we get the major prophets,
Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel and
Hosea. These men were given insight
into how human history, especially
that of national Israel, would unfold.
Jeremiah mentions “in the latter
days” in 23:20 and 30:24, which tell
us that in the latter days many people
would understand.
Jeremiah also talks of Israel and
Judah being brought back to the Promised Land “from the north country and
from all the countries where I had driven them” (Jeremiah 23:7-8).
Verse 7 says “the days are coming,”
specifically referring on this occasion
to a second Exodus. A direct link is
made here between verses 7 and 8 to a
change in focus from leaving Egypt to
leaving “the north country” and other
countries.
Moreover, the most famous scripture in Isaiah that speaks of the latter
days is Isaiah 2:2: “Now it shall come
to pass in the latter days that the
mountain of the LORD’s house shall be
established on the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the
hills, and all nations shall flow to it.”
Utopia on earth
Many wonderful scriptures in Isaiah describe a utopian time on the earth
that would begin at a time to come.
Daniel mentions “in the latter days”
in chapters 2:28 and 10:14. In both

made it clear that the vision was for
the time of the end (8:17). But why
was time a different word?
Not only was there a very end
coming, but the vision was for “an
appointed time” (Daniel 11:35), Hebrew mo’ed, which we saw at the
start of the essay, when referring to
the holy days.
This word is explained as “a fixed
time, appointment, appointed season,
festival, feast, solemn assembly, appointed place,” so the meaning of time
here has shifted from a general period
to a mo’ed.
This returns us to the question of
whether the Israelites made a link
between the Feast of Tabernacles and
an end-of-time event.
Seeing a future connection
While most Israelites in earlier
days and Jews in later times would
simply see the Feast of Tabernacles
as a time of appointment with Jehovah so they could look back on the
Exodus from Egypt, it was the later
prophets who began to see a connection between the mo’adim of the
annual holy days and the ultimate
mo’ed or appointed time in the future
with Jehovah (Daniel 11:35).
Of course, most of the Jews in
Jesus’ time would not make this connection, their minds being focused on
the loss of kingdom and their longing
to have it restored (Acts 1:6).
Therefore, in the Old Testament a

know that it is the last hour” (1 John
2:18).
“Last” means the uttermost, and
“hour” is another translation of
“time,” referring to a chronos at the
very end. This scripture is often used
to indicate that John believed he was
living in the last days right then.
Note John’s understanding of the
end in verses 15-17: “The world is
passing away.”
New dispensation
Peter then, in Acts 2:17-21, clearly
points to “the last days” as the time
when Jesus would return to earth and
there would be a new dispensation
when the Holy Spirit would be poured
out upon all flesh. He was quoting
Joel 2:28-32.
“But, beloved, do not forget this
one thing, that with the Lord one day
is as a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8).
Peter was reminding the disciples
of Scripture’s promise that the Messiah would come a second time. This
scripture is generally used to define
the 7,000-year plan of God, with the
history of mankind starting about
4,000 years before Christ.
We are now, of course, 2,000 years
on from Christ’s birth, so we expect
the millennial rule of Christ to commence soon, having counted the
years, as in chronos.
“[You are] kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation

Peter, in 2 Peter 3:8, reminded the disciples that the Messiah
would come a second time. This verse defines the 7,000-year plan
of God, with the history of mankind starting about 4,000 years B.C.
cases he is clearly being given knowledge about what would happen after a
long period, “for yet the vision is for
many days.”
But when would that be? It would
come at a time when the Israelites
would return to the Promised Land
and the “Lord’s house” would be
located among them.
Before leaving the phrase “in the
latter days,” we should look at Hosea
3:5: “Afterward the children of Israel
shall return and seek the LORD their
God and David their king. They shall
fear the LORD and His goodness in the
latter days.”
This speaks eloquently of a time
yet future from Hosea’s.
Change of terminology
Up to this point we have seen the
latter days as referring to a time at the
end of history when a utopia would be
ushered in.
However, Daniel begins to use different words to express the phrase
“the time of the end” in 8:17; 11:35;
and 12:4, 9.
Although end refers specifically to
the end of time (uttermost), time here
refers to season or occurrence, and
11:35 adds that it is a time appointed
(mo’ed).
Evidently Daniel had begun to
understand that history would move
on in some way, actually culminating
in a definite end that would be by
appointment.
Gabriel, interpreting Daniel’s dream,

distinction began to emerge between a
period at the end of history and an
appointed time also at the end of history when holy days would take place
at an “acceptable” time.
Mockers in the last time
Next we should turn to the New
Testament. Do any of the Epistles
show evidence of an understanding
that there would be a culmination of
world events in the future?
Firstly, however, in the Greek we
need to understand two words for
“time”: chronos and kairos.
Chronos denotes chronological
time and tells what day it is, for example the third day. Kairos, on the other
hand, means an opportune or seasonal
time, the right time, and it suggests the
kind of time. It tells of special happenings occurring. For example, a holy
day would take place at a kairos.
Looking at the epistles of Jude,
John, Peter and Paul:
“[The apostles] told you that there
would be mockers in the last time who
would walk according to their own
ungodly lusts” (Jude 18).
“Last” here means the uttermost,
and “time” (chronos) describes extent
or quantity of time. So there would be
mockers at a chronos that would come
at the very end, after a certain counted
number of years.
“Little children, it is the last hour,
and as you have heard that [the]
antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come, by which we

ready to be revealed in the last time”
(1 Peter 1:5).
Time here is Greek kairos, an opportune time, appointed or seasonable
time. Peter was encouraging the disciples in the Diaspora to maintain their
hope that their faith would come to
maturity at the right time.
Favorable visit
There is a connection, moreover,
between the Old and New Testaments
with the word kairos because Paul in 2
Corinthians 6:2 quotes Isaiah 49:8:
“For He [Jehovah] says: ‘In an acceptable time [dektos kairos] I have heard
you, and in the day of salvation I have
helped you.’ Behold, now is the
accepted time [euprosdektos kairos];
behold, now is the day of salvation.”
Not only is the time kairos, but it is
accepted. The Hebrew word in Isaiah
is ratsown and means favorable, while
the Greek word in Corinthians is dektos, meaning acceptable, accepted,
well received.
Favorable time
In other words, the Lord Jehovah
will visit His people at a favorable
time when the event will be well
received.
The context of Isaiah 49 tells us
that at that time He will visit His people, Israel, and bring salvation to
them. This will happen when Jesus
returns to earth.
Paul goes on to say that the whole
Christian era is the day of salvation for

church members, those who are converted. It is a season for salvation,
which is available to all people who
become converted.
Again, as in the Old Testament a
distinction emerges between time
when counted chronologically and an
appointed time.
The holy days start to be held at a
mo’ed, or kairos, not according to
chronological time.
Likewise, the Feast of Tabernacles,
heralding 7,000 years, takes place
every year at a flexible time within the
latter-harvest season.
Perceiving the future
From this study I understand that
initially the Israelites did not perceive
an “end time,” a time that would bring
a culmination to human history.
Their reasons for observing the
Feast of Tabernacles were to remember the Exodus from Egypt and rejoice before the Lord and with each
other, enjoying the abundance that
God had given them.
However, a perception of the future
is to be found in Job and Deuteronomy.
It is not until the coming of the major prophets, after the exile of Northern Israel, that a clearer understanding
is achieved, of both a utopian time for
human history and a time before that,
when world events would come to a
climax.
With Daniel there comes an understanding that “an appointed time”
means more than the nation observing
the Feast of Tabernacles every year,
but additionally an appointment with
Jehovah at the end (Daniel 11:35). See
also Jeremiah 23:7-8.
Finally, in New Testament times
Peter and John make it clear that there
will be an “end time,” this world “is
passing away” (1 John 2:17), and
Jesus Christ will return.
Peter quotes Joel in his speech to the
people gathered in Jerusalem at the
time of Pentecost. Joel was early
among the prophets, after the division
of the two kingdoms.
However, it would only be in New
Testament times that the Church of
God would have made a strong connection between Tabernacles and the
return of Christ.
The right time
In conclusion, I suggest that just as
the Feast of Tabernacles is observed at
an appointed time, at the time of the
last annual harvest but not on a
chronological day, so Jesus Christ will
return for the seventh millennium at
an appointed time, not chronological,
which the Father will deem to be
appropriate.
We have already reached the seventh millennium, as chronos counts
time, but we will have to wait for God
the Father to perceive the right or appropriate moment to send His Son
back to earth.
This will not be at a chronos but at
a kairos, an appropriate or seasonal
time, the right time (Isaiah 49:8; 2
Corinthians 6:2).
God the Father’s angels keep a
watchful eye on the world events
going on around us!
As Jesus said in Matthew 24:36:
“But of that day and hour no one
knows, not even the angels of heaven,
but My Father only.”

The purpose of a false witness is generally to hurt people
Continued from page 3

signed to hurt people.
Here is a verse that shows how
Satan exhibits the trait of a false
witness:
John 13:27—“Now after the piece
of bread, Satan entered him. Then
Jesus said to him, ‘What you do, do
quickly.’ ”
Here is a verse that shows how the

Son of God exhibits the trait of a true
witness:
John 18:37—“Pilate therefore said
to Him, ‘Are You a king then?’ Jesus
answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a
king. For this cause I was born, and
for this cause I have come into the
world, that I should bear witness to the
truth. Everyone who is of the truth
hears My voice.’ ”

Sowing peace and unity
God hates the sowing of discord.
Here is a verse that shows how Satan
exhibits the trait of sowing discord:
Revelation 12:4—“His tail drew a
third of the stars of heaven and threw
them to the earth. And the dragon
stood before the woman who was
ready to give birth, to devour her

Child as soon as it was born.”
Here is a section of verses that
show how the Son of God exhibits the
trait of sowing peace and unity:
Ephesians 2:14-18—“For He Himself is our peace, who has made both
one, and has broken down the middle
wall of separation, having abolished
in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law
of commandments contained in ordi-

nances, so as to create in Himself one
new man from the two, thus making
peace, and that He might reconcile
them both to God in one body through
the cross, thereby putting to death the
enmity. And He came and preached
peace to you who were afar off and to
those who were near. For through
Him we both have access by one
Spirit to the Father.”
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Scripture Intuition Check
By Miss Emmett Koppe
Emmett Koppe is a 17-year-old college student who
enjoys reading the Scriptures daily and sharing her
interesting finds through quizzes. Select the best answer to check your Bible knowledge!

1. “My breath is offensive to my wife.”
(a) Job, (b) Chronicles, (c) a husband

2. “They shall beat their swords into plowshares.”
(a) Galatians, (b) Isaiah, (c) Micah

3. “Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom.”
(a) Job, (b) Psalms, (c) Proverbs

4. “You shall not add to . . . or take away from this prophecy . . .”
(a) Revelation, (b) Deuteronomy, (c) Jeremiah

5. “So the cook took the thigh with its upper part and set it.”
(a) Leviticus, (b) Samuel, (c) historical cooking manual

6. “He shall have dominion also from sea to sea.”
(a) Revelation, (b) Psalms, (c) Zechariah
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Connections runs classifieds
Personals

Personals

Obituaries

I am seeking someone for a friend, a male of age
55-65, deaf or HH and can sign. Someone who
loves God, is friendly, easygoing and honest, loves people
and outdoor activities. My
name is Janece. If interested,
here is my E-mail: janecemm1
@gmail.com.

Testament. Seeking a petite lady of same mind.
Write to: J.M.H., 67888 Alabama Hwy. 77, Talladega, AL 35160.

from Central Florida Community College in 1992.
She graduated with a B.A. in psychology from
California State University at Los Angeles in 1996.
¶ Melinda was passionate about children and
worked most of her career as a teacher for the
Monrovia Unified School District. She will be
remembered for her passion, sensitivity and love. ¶
A Celebration of Life service was held June 19 at
the Lutheran Church of the Cross in Arcadia, Calif.
¶ The family would like to thank Tony Messineo for
his kindness toward Melinda in her last months,
during which she guarded her privacy. The family
would also like to thank Derek Turpin for his kindness toward Melinda for many years.

Widow, nurse, semiretired,
longtime COG member looking for a male friend age 6580, grounded in God’s truth.
Write rocky695@att.net or
903-534-9131.

Janece

Retired long-time Canadian Church of God couple
traveling in Ireland (Republic and Northern)
throughout summer of 2017 (early June to early
September) seeking fellow church brethren for
Sabbath fellowship. Please contact John and Tricia
at jplunkett@tcog.ca.
A young 73, resembles Merle Haggard with a similar background. My calling awareness started in
1980. Striving to live by the Old and and New

Obituaries
Melinda Rachel Warren, beloved sister and daughter, died in San Gabriel, Calif., on June 16, 2017,
after an eight-month battle
with cancer. ¶ Melinda was
47 years old. She is survived
by her parents, Connie Radford of Ocala, Fla., and Terry
Warren of Springdale, Ark.;
her siblings, Colleen Bailey
and Michael Warren; stepfather, Harvey Radford; stepMelinda Warren
mother, Madeline Warren;
stepsisters, Karyl Sherman, Sheri Kleckley and Pam
Pilon; and stepbrother, William Radford. ¶ Melinda
was born April 3, 1970, on Pleasant Street in
Pasadena, Calif.. She graduated from Covina High
School in 1988 and earned an associate’s degree

7. “I went down to the garden of nuts.”
(a) Song of Solomon, (b) Job, (c) Acts

8. His mother crowned him (Solomon) on the day of his
wedding.”

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

(a) Song of Solomon, (b) Kings, (c) Chronicles

9. “For as the heavens are higher above the earth . . .”
(a) Isaiah, (b) Genesis, (c) Psalms

OUTREACH PROGRAM

10. “Those who have turned the world upside down have
come here too!”

IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

(a) Matthew, (b) Acts, (c) Exodus
Answers (NKJV): 1 (a) Job 19:17 / 2 (b) Isaiah 2:4 (c) Micah 4:3; / 3 (a) Job 28:28;
(c) Proverbs 1:7 / 4 (a) Revelation 22:18-19; (b) Deuteronomy 4:28 / 5 (b) 1 Samuel
9:24 / 6 (b) Psalm 72:8 (c) Zechariah 9:10 / 7 (a) Song of Solomon 6:11 / 8 (a)
Song of Solomon 3:11 / 9 (a) Isaiah 55:9; (c) Psalm 103:11 / 10 (b) Acts 17:6.

Mystery Solved:
True Biblical Calendar Recovered!
Read our Book

Beginning and End of the Biblical Year
You will be
shocked…and
informed as you
read the details
for the first time!
(No, it is not the Jewish
calendar; not first visible
crescent based; does not
use the spring or
fall equinox.)

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

It is with profound sorrow and great sadness that
we announce the death of Manuel Quijano, pastor
of the Church of God a Worldwide Association
(CGWA) in Peru. He had been fighting cancer of
the liver for several months but succumbed to a
powerful infection. He died June 16, 2017. Manuel
was 54 years of age and had served the congregations in Peru as pastor for 22
years, since his ordination on
May 6, 1995. ¶ Leon Walker,
a member of the CGWA ministerial board of directors,
said: “Manuel was a faithful
and dedicated servant. He
loved his family and provided
for them. He loved the church
and was deeply committed to Manuel Quijano
serving the members. He
stood strong and resolute during the two major
crises in the church, in 1995 and in 2010. The congregations in Peru remained faithful to God during
these and other crises under the humble but strong
leadership that Manuel provided. The members
loved Manuel, as they had seen him grow and
progress since he was a teenager in the church,
attending Ambassador College in Pasadena for
two years and then serving as their pastor for 22
years. He will be greatly missed.”

It Should Be Called ‘Evilution’

E

volution is an idea from the warped
mind of Charles Darwin (but started by
the man we call “Adam” as he claimed
he came out of the sea—Dagon).
Darwin did not want to have a supreme being
over him who could bring him into judgment.
The accuracy of their “dating instruments” as
for carbon 14 is inaccurate beyond measure. The
material selected is varied from area to area and is
subject to many conditions.
(They want long periods for it to try to prove

their theory and disprove the accuracy of the Bible.)
There are no natural forces to make evolution
work. All natural forces are opposite. All natural laws
are contrary to it. (This preposterous idea.) These
laws do not permit the union of such creatures. Only
by technology and human ingenuity/force can unnatural creatures be brought into existence (as was
done by Adam, which are called nephilim in Genesis
6:4. “Giants” is a mistranslation).
Many scientists hate God and will do anything
to promote that indifference toward Him.

Lawrence G. Mumme

Remember, the sign
of the weekly and
annual Sabbaths
is at stake!

10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735

(Ex. 31:13; Ezk. 20:12, 20)
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DANIEL 2:34, that a ROCK will strike
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US Suicide Part 6
More on Rossi’s book
op drug companies gouge people the
costs of their drugs. Each new drug must
undergo costly clinical trials by testing
them around the world, but the human guinea
pigs get paid little for taking risks. Corporate
drug lords ‘bribe’ politicians to get favorable
laws, as not liable for bad effects of vaccines.
And doctors do not have to report on adverse
effects, even if their patients die from them.
The public has fought back against ill pills.
Getting antidepressants for kids banned after
increased suicides. Even withdrawal of the
pills causes severe symptoms. Other drugs
caused too many heart attacks, or deaths of
tens of thousands. Prosecutors attacked drug
firm practice of kickbacks to doctors and other
perks as vacation trips.

T

FDA used to be good, but . . .
It was created in 1906 to thwart ‘snake oil’
advertising and prevent health risks noted in the
novel The Jungle about meat-packing horrors.
It did clean up the worst, the industry of patent
medicine hoaxes and meat production. But
many of the same problems persist now and
increase. The FDA did report that Vioxx caused
27,000 heart attacks, some fatal, in 1999-2004.
But the numbers are even higher, since the
manufacturer Merck suppressed the facts.
In 1992 the FDA became a joke, when former vice president Dan Quayle and industry
leader allowed Genetically Modified foods.
Claimed the GM food is just as good as ordinary food, with hardly any testing on humans.
Also in 1992, Congress passed law allowing
drug firms to finance much of the FDA budget, so they became, in essence, FDA clients
and could do what they wanted. Over 106,000
die each year from drug reactions, the 4th to
5th leading causes of US deaths.
At the FDA start, it kept those peddling
unproven health products off the market. So
despite the elegant glass bottles and painted
tins, the toxic ingredients of cocaine, opium
and even radioactive radon were banned. The
FDA did get rid of thalidomide used for pregnant women for morning sickness. The Merrell
Company had given out a million free samples
to doctors. Yet it caused deformed babies.
Rumsfeld, back when he was head of Searle
in 1977, saw he could profit much from the
artificial sweetener aspartame. But the FDA
received 10,000 complaints of adverse effects
and demanded it be rejected. Yet new FDA
commissioner Arthur Hayes allowed it, and
later went to work for Searle’s PR firm.
The FDA allows irradiation of food to kill bacteria. And is not labeled as such if in a processed
edible. May be labeled cold pasteurization.
Drug firms donate old drugs to disaster
relief areas to get rid of them, while only a
third may be usable. Worse, in Bosnia a $34
million incinerator had to be bought to get rid
of the mountain of excess.
Merck was forced to withdraw its Vioxx off
the market for making too many heart attacks.
Pfizer did not want to stop its cash cow of
Celebrex, a similar drug. So even though it had
lost a lawsuit, it continued selling it without
advertising.
Monsanto that brought us Agent Orange
and PCBs is fiddling with GM food and helped
get law so it does not have to be labeled as
such. [Consumers can vote with their dollars,
buy just organic food.] About 70% of US
processed food has GM ingredients (2005).
Monsanto CEO Robert Shapiro said “We’re
doing God’s work. The world will think we’re
saviors.” Critics call it Frankenfood.
While Monsanto touts that GM crops use
less herbicides, they actually use more. Crosscontamination of pollen has resulted in
glyphosate tolerance in weeds. And Monsanto
does not allow one crop’s seeds to be used for
next year, as normal for heirloom seeds. It has
patented life forms. It sues farmers who grow
GM crops though by random wind.
“What you are seeing is not just a consolidation of seed companies, it’s really a consolidation of the entire food chain.—Robert
Fraley, copresident of Monsanto.” It has
bought out global food giants. The US government bullies the European Union to stop its
ban on GM food. Monsanto is still paying for
damages of Agent Orange in Vietnam for class
action suits by Vietnam vets. And 40 years of
chemical spills and PCB pollution in Anniston,
Alabama, after 20,000 city residents filed a
class action suit, so Monsanto was to pay $600
million in fines.
Cargill is the biggest private US company

and tries to become even bigger by mergers. It
is the largest supplier of grain for US aid to
other nations, but several African countries
rejected it, since much is GM crops. Cargill’s
food dumping in other nations with low prices
causes the local farmers to dwindle. It is gaining
control on almost all facets of food production
After 911 security measures
The FBI spies on emails for possible terrorism, fraud and child porn. “A recent survey of
AOL users showed that 80% of their computers were infected with spy ware—although
very few of the users knew it.”
A Justice Department rule permits eavesdropping between attorney and client. The
Patriot Act allows the government to record all
electronic messages and phone calls without a
warrant. To gain access to private records as
IQ and grades in school, psychiatric records
and drugs bought.
Bush in 2004 announced “I have never
ordered torture. I will never order torture. The
values of this country are such that torture is
not a part of our soul and being.” But some of
his secret executive orders approved from the
very top extreme torture.
After the Abu Ghraib scandal broke, many
investigations followed and some classified
government-appointed ones leaked to the press
reported of much “brutality and purposeless
sadism and even unacceptable in war time . . .
There is both institutional and personal
responsibility at higher levels.” An FBI email
told of an “Executive Order signed by Bush
authorized the following interrogation techniques among others: sleep management, use
of military working dogs, stress positions, environmental manipulation as loud music, sensory deprivation through the use of hoods, etc.”
Amnesty International Secretary General
Irene Khan stated “Guantanamo has become the
gulag of our times, entrenching the notion that
people can be detained without any recourse to
the law.” Torture techniques there spread to Abu
Grhaib and CIA rendition (kidnapping) flights to
nations that torture for the US.
The US government spent $88 million on
PR firms in 2004. Even the Government
Accountability Office Report of 1-4-2005 read
“We conclude that the pre-packaged news stories in these video news releases constitute
covert propaganda.”
The US government employs hired columnists and talk show hosts to further its agenda.
It got TV shows to urge its view on certain topics. During the buildup of the 1991 Iraq war,
the Kuwaiti government hired PR firms to
make fake video news releases to the US public. And were able to promote the lie in
Congress about Iraqis dumping babies in incubators on the floor.
Even billionaire George Soros mounted a
campaign against Bush’s 2nd term, running
full-page ads, urging US citizens not be subject
to the politics of fear. Not going along with
plans hatched years in advance to attack Iraq.
And noted that the supposed Saddam terror led
to, thanks to US intervention, insurgents
throughout Iraq. Fighting terrorism led to more
terror, and more that hate US policies. He spoke
in 2004: “We went to war in Iraq on false pretences. There was no connection between Saddam Hussein and al-Qaeda. There were no
WMD . . . and what I find most galling is the
final argument of justification that we went for
the sake of the Iraqi people.” Soros, of course,
was called loony by talk show hosts and pundits. He was well acquainted with the Bushes,
in the oil firm Harken and the Carlyle Group
Even Oprah Winfrey was castigated for
telling on her show “(I have just been) stopped
cold from eating another burger.” After learning
on her 4-16-1996 show that cattle were fed
remains of dead cattle, sick or road kill. Leading
to mad cow disease, which is kept secret in the
US. The meat industry made her recant, but
wanted her to eat a burger on camera.

stop such practices. Martin bribes foreign
leaders to grease trade. In 2000 it was fined
$13 million for passing China a satellite package and violating over 24 arms export laws.
The US also is masochistic toward Halliburton, known to rip it off. And Cheney was CEO
and continues to get its paychecks with massive stock options. Its subsidiary of KBR did
not provide housing and food for troops in Iraq
for six weeks, and showers despite 120-degree
heat. They lacked bathrooms, and food, and
they complained the food was dirty with
unclean pots and kitchens with splattered blood
and grime. They risked buying from local vendors. The US was charged for oil over 50%.
Halliburton employees increased the tab by
claiming they worked every hour of every day,
they stayed in a 5-star hotel, and got $6 million
in bribes from a Kuwaiti subcontractor.
Senator Frank Lautenberg stated “The
entire Halliburton affair represents the worst
in government contracts with private companies: influence peddling, kickbacks, overcharging and no-bid deals.” Though Congress
howled about the fraud, Halliburton was
awarded a bonus of $72 million.
As Saudi Arabia learned, the US adds free
arms for oil deals, so it has one of the most high
tech military. When the US last attacked Iraq,
the first priority was to get the oil wells going
again, not the vast number of water, sewage and
power plants it bombed. Bush as an oil man and
president did many acts to aid the oil industry.
During the Iran-Iraq war (when the US
favored Saddam with arms and other aid) the
USS Vincennes shot down a passenger Iran plane
over the Strait of Hormuz killing 290. Bush Sr.
awarded a medal to the shooter and claimed “I
will never apologize for what Americans do.”
Both the World Bank and International
Monetary Fund “are headquartered in DC, their
money comes from taxpayers in 184 member
countries, and they are both dominated by the
US, which kicks in the most money and dominates the voting system, being the only country
with veto power.” Both institutes force nations
to comply with austerity rules if in debt. So
things as drinking water are six times higher in
Peru than the US, and in parts of India they pay
over a quarter of their monthly paycheck for it.
The US exploits other nations’ resources so
big corporations can profit. “We think nothing
of overthrowing governments if they won’t
support our commercial interests, or supporting despots if they do.”
While the US labels certain groups terrorists, their followers may not see them that way.
Their followers are attracted to them for providing social services not available, even by
their government, as Hamas in Palestinian
areas. Hamas runs schools, clinics, ambulance
services and provides food.
Slavic and Eastern European mafia have set
up in the US, using high-tech equipment and
various exports. They extort corporations
instead of ma-and-pa stores now. Run brothels
and a slave trade. (It is estimated 27-200 million people of the world are living as slaves,
and 50,000 enter the US annually.) These gangsters supply arms, including missile launchers
and bombs. Instead of stealing cars, they hijack
cargo ships and make them pay to get them
back. They deal in human organs. They used to
monopolize trash pickup for high fees, now get
rid of toxic waste, dumping it most anywhere.
They used to rob banks, but make more money
with cyber attacks on their computer systems.
Most everything is linked to organized crime.
Of course, selling knock-offs or fake purses and
discs on the street. But also gangsters in
respectable suits appear to be legitimate businessmen, and use various means to launder drug
money profits, with most US banks in on the
take. “Of the $1 trillion or so that organized
crime groups collectively earn, half is made in
the US . . . the entire GDP of the US by way of
comparison is $11 trillion.” Wall Street has
mostly been taken over by Manhattan mobsters.

Defense industry profits
Lucrative so those involved tend to claim
insecurity to beef up defense, and offense. If
the grants by the US State Dept. to foreign pals
each year are included, the defense-related
agencies use $800 billion annually, or 1/3 the
entire federal budget. In 2003 the biggest military spender was the US at 47% of global military spending, with Japan the closest at 5%.
The US has led arms dealers for decades, fueling both sides of wars.
A look at defense contractors the US pays:
Lockheed Martin at #1 charged the US $646
per toilet seat, and Congress passed an act to

Big Israel (2016)
How Israel’s Lobby Moves America by
Grant Smith: Benjamin Netanyahu spoke to
Jewish West Bank settlers in 2001 saying “I
know what America is. America is a thing you
can move very easily.”
The Israel Lobby is made of many groups to
direct the US its way. So US taxpayers have
given Israel a quarter of a trillion dollars, not
counting secret intelligence aid. It is the largest
recipient of US aid each year. Most of
Congress automatically give a Yes vote to
whatever Israel wants. The US has condemned
secret nuclear weapons programs of nations,
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but not those of Israel.
Israel Affinity Organizations have done a lot
of harm by illegal activities to shape US foreign policy. US leaders tend to deflect any
punishment for these crimes. One is American
Israel Education Foundation that sends
Congressmen, 1000 since the year 2000, and
other top US leaders on all-expense-paid trips
to Israel. But is not listed as an IAO.
IAOs get the US to attack in various ways
those against Israel, and help those for it. So
US policy is to help Israel thrive as US MidEast policy. IAOs claim to represent all Jews,
but a Pew Research Center 2013 survey found
that only 18% of Jewish Americans even
belong to a Jewish group.
Israeli espionage costs the US economy billions of dollars per year. It undermines US
national security when Israel sells or transfers
stolen US technology to US rivals. Besides,
much Israel aid flow should have been cut long
ago for violation of US laws and IRS rules. At
an Israeli fund raiser in Toronto, former president Clinton told the audience: “If Iraq came
across the Jordan river . . . I would grab a rifle
and get in the trench and fight and die.” Yet
when young he sought to avoid the US draft.
Kill Chain (2015)
High Tech Assassins by Andrew Cockburn:
Drone operators take 2-5 seconds to react to
what they perceive on the ground. In Yemen
where some Yemeni members of al-Qaeda are,
they know this so when they hear a drone, they
move around a lot. What is viewed on a TV
display was likened by a veteran to Google
Earth looked at through a straw. Dust in the air
obscures the image, as well as dawn or dusk
with scattered sun light. Flying high helps protect the drone, but its view is less precise. A
separate crew lands the drone, needing to be
close to the runaway in real time.
While flying a Predator from Creech Air
Force Base in the Nevada desert in 2010, operators in Florida also monitored what was
going on while the drone flew in southern Afghanistan. The Predator used infrared sensing
at midnight when a ‘convoy’ of 3 vehicles was
spotted. Communications on the ground were
wrongly interpreted, so the convoy seemed to
be insurgents, and whatever the people
involved did that seemed odd to that concept
was not considered to obtain their true intentions. At night, the images of the people on the
screens appeared like blobs.
On the ground US forces tried to help but
got to where the convoy was too late, just after
the drone strike and could only confirm what
really happened. That the party was just ordinary people, many were women, 3 children
wounded, and 23 civilians died. The images
on the display screens had been just too fuzzy.
During the Vietnam war, in close by Laos,
bombs began falling on peasants. So they fled
the area for underground shelter in the mountains. They did not know who bombed them.
Afterward when they returned, they used cluster bomb casings as part of their building
materials for shelters. They had to be careful
of any unexploded bombs. Only years later did
they learn that the US did the bombing, and
tried to set up the first battlefield wiring system
to detect enemy troop movements using even
smell to find them, or hear the ignition of an
engine. Those in the US for the system thought
the expensive system would defeat any enemy.
But when the automatic system was
deployed in Vietnam, the enemy learned to
make confusing noises and smells, so the US
attacked fake sites and avoided the real convoys. Some parts of the system landed where
the enemy did not use, so they deliberately triggered them. Or ran herds of cattle down the
roads to make it appear they were troops moving. And used human and cattle urine to confuse. When US forces were surprised by the end
result of the war, they found that the Vietnamese
had moved most of their forces by sea.
A sign on a Lockheed plant read “Don’t
knock the war that feeds you.” Meaning,
though millions of Vietnamese were killed,
and 58,000 Americans, it was good for business. Defense contractors should have lost
business, but instead more was spent on war
toys after the war, at taxpayer expense.
A trained eye on the ground can pick out
targets better than the sensors on drones flying
high, and are better at eliminating false targets
picked out by the acuity of the human eye.
In the war in Serbia, US drones were fooled
by Serbs placing decoys. And using
microwave ovens with the same wavelength
as the air force radar homing missiles.
Drone strikes targeted drug lords, but it was
found that the drug problem continued, even
worse. Eliminating the kingpins actually
increased supply. Since the leaders who survived wanted to make a name for themselves
as new kingpins.
In the Iraq war, Iraqi cell phones could be
used to detect target locations. It was deemed
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all right by the US to kill civilians around the
target, as long as they did not exceed 30. Of
course, if more civilians were killed than that in
a strike, the US would just claim the civilians
were really the enemy, too. The phone of an
enemy could be given to someone else, so the
phone and enemy link could be gone.
Drones called Reapers were employed at the
US southern border to stop illegal immigrants.
But they were much more costly than just using
a Cessna with infrared sensing which did not
need a costly support team. But more Reapers
were ordered.
The CIA used drones on strikes. After the
first strike, another one followed to wipe out
anyone trying to rescue the survivors, called a
double tap. Any male age 13 or over is considered a threat. The Red Cross warned to wait six
hours before helping.
Obama became the drone president, using
them to kill supposed enemy threats, even US
citizens living abroad without trial. Only execution. Are US citizens in the US next? Nations
under drone surveillance become leery of
attack, so do not hold large meetings of any
kind. Weddings have been exploded.
Iraqis found they could jam drone signals so
it went into autopilot. The GPS signal drones
used were very weak. Iraqis were able to reprogram them for their own use.
Many drone makers want to provide
autonomous drones searching for human targets to kill as the Terminator movies. So
humans will not have to monitor their activity.
Our Enemies in Blue (2015)
Police and Power in America by Kristian
Williams: The Preface (written 10 years after
the rest of the book) is about what has become
too familiar, a white cop shoots a black man. As
Ferguson, Missouri, 2014 when Michael
Brown was killed though unarmed and did not
resist arrest. Riots ensued. Police donned camouflage fatigues and body armor, carrying
assault rifles aiming them at protesters. Streets
were blocked off with armored cars, snipers
were set up and tear gas used.
Rioting continued on and off for months. And
reignited when officer Wilson was cleared of
guilt by a grand jury. So 170 cities broke out in
protests. In another case, officer Daniel Pantaleo
was also cleared for strangling black, unarmed
Eric Garner (with 3 other cops) who kept complaining he could not breathe. The incident
sparked protesters with motto Black Lives Matter, and many athletes donned that on T-shirts.
Time magazine ran the article In Defense of
Rioting, saying “Blacks in this country are
more apt to riot because they are one of the
populations here who still need to.” Senator
Rand Paul wrote “Given the racial disparities
in our criminal justice system, it is impossible
for African-Americans not to feel like their government is targeting them.”
A black grandmother was dragged naked
into a hallway by cops who thought falsely she
was abusing children. A black woman 5months pregnant was given a chokehold for
grilling on the sidewalk. Another pregnant
woman was thrown to the ground and a Taser
used on her stomach.
2010 CATO Institute report
Its National Police Misconduct Statistics and
Reporting Project found excessive force was
the worst complaint. Next, sexual assault and
misconduct, with half the reported cops
engaged in forcible non-consensual sex while
on duty. Police rapes were much higher than
the general population. Also, 2 of 5 young
women reported sexual harassment by police.
In 2009 a cop shot black Oscar Grant in the
back while he was lying down with handcuffs on.
Many caught the incident on cell phones and hid
them from police, then put the video online.
Rioting in Oakland occurred for weeks and police
replied with much force. A year later officer
Johannes Mehserle was charged with manslaughter, not murder. So more riots happened. The San
Francisco Chronicle found only six times over
the previous years when police were charged for
on-duty shooting, and none of the 13 were convicted. If there was no rioting, Mehserle probably
would not have been charged at all.
In 1991 black motorist Rodney King was
chased by California police and highway patrol
for ten minutes. When he got out of his car he was
tasered, then clubbed 56 times besides kicked.
His passengers were told not to look, while held
at gunpoint. But a bystander’s video showed:

While 3 officers took turns beating him, a sergeant barked out orders to do so. King was called
a nigger. Sgt. Koon reported using his car’s computer, that he endorsed this kind of behavior and
this was “Just another night on the LAPD.”
King was hospitalized for many broken
bones and teeth, injured kidneys and multiple
skull fractures. Nurses at the hospital treating
him heard officers bragging and joking about
the beating. While there was some diplomacy
action taken against the officers who beat him,
they got off without punishment. The outcome
was predictable since the court case was in
mostly a white area. “L.A. was in flames.”
Others in the minority rioted as well, subject to
much police brutality in the past. These groups
find that the only way for them to get any justice is to oppose the authority in charge which
has overstepped its assigned duties.
Police are trained to respond with violence.
And are armed like the military to have the force
to overpower. A black cop in Miami noticed that
white officers would overact and thus be the
main reason for continued aggression. Though
even white protesters may be treated cruelly. As
tree-huggers in California trying to protect big
trees were sprayed directly into their eyes with
pepper spray by sheriff deputies.
“Why we know so little about police brutality.” Police only rarely report on excess violence
in their ranks. Investigation into this is usually
underfunded. Most people feel reporting abuses
by the police will backfire, reporting the abuse
to the very ones doing the abuse. Lawyers will
sue the police only if the evidence is substantial.
Most people would rather forget the ordeal, and
fear retaliation. Or feel that nothing will be done
anyway, or they wont be believed. The Bureau
of Justice Statistics found that only 5% of people who felt abused by the police reported it.
Having video of the incident really helps, but
police tend to discourage civilians filming them.
And police cameras tend not to be revealed.
Over-aggressive cops tend to think their actions
are not abusive, and may actually be part of the
justice system to punish law violators.
Hero Defense?—In 1961-2012 on average
75 patrol officers were murdered on the job,
and 58 died in traffic accidents. “As dangerous
professions go, according to the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, policing is not even in the top
ten.” Where is the public lauding for these other
workers? “Policing is the only profession that
both exaggerates and advertises its dangers.”
Rotten Apples?—When police brutality is
evident publicly, the police tend to claim it is
just due to a few. This draws attention away
from the institution, and blames just a few of its
agents. Violent officers tend not to be punished,
and among cops there is a code of silence.
Law unto themselves?—Many cops think
they are the ones who make the law (stick by
enforcing it) and so can dish out the punishment.
“Police brutality is tolerated because it is what
people with power want.” Those in power do not
mind brutality if it is in line with those in power.
Most likely brutality is against those who are
poor, the ones they are supposed to protect.
History of US policing
In many areas policing was done by the
whole community, each was to maintain order.
In the colonies, sheriffs would do many other
duties than enforcement of criminal law. And
many were corrupt, taking bribes. Where there
were more slaves than Whites, the Whites
feared revolt and restricted Blacks, both free
and slave. Slave patrols intimidated Blacks,
even taking away books and paper. Patrols
committed sexual abuse against the women,
and general abuse against the men. But
refrained from killing slave since the owner
would demand compensation.
About 1900, US police forces would change
hands with a new elected official in charge. Say,
a captain with a Republican in office would be
demoted to patrolman when a Democrat took
office. Even a captain’s salary was so low he
would have to resort to graft. When civil service tests had to be passed, many politicians had
partisan boards give the tests in essay form to
be more subjective. Police corruption and brutality were difficult to control, even just going
on patrol might not be enforced.
Protection Racket—In big cities, the police
were like mobsters who allowed businesses
protection only if they paid a regular fee—protection money. Some police worked with professional thieves to gain part of the loot recovered (letting the thieves go free).
Early police institutes—They are created by
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the emerging dominant class to preserve their
control. At first police were barely armed. The
majority of arrests were for victimless crimes or
crimes against the public order as public drunkenness, rarely for violence or loss of property.
After about 1880, police prevented strikes at
businesses, by some living on the property,
arresting many for whatever charge and releasing them after the strike was over. Unionists
were escorted to the town line and told to stay
away. If police are sympathetic to a strike’s
cause, since they live in the area and may have
friends and relatives involved, the National
Guard may be called in.
When there was a movement to get more
minorities on the police force, some used new
requirements to keep them off. If some Blacks
made it on the force, they were restricted to
black neighborhoods, or were not allowed to
arrest Whites.
Ku Klux Klan
After the Civil War, the chaos in the South
was made more ‘orderly’ by various vigilante
groups, the Klan being the most prominent.
The KKK harassed black voters, and intimidated Republican candidates (that dominated the
North). It regulated Blacks by making them
carry a pass, kept them from forming schools,
or worship groups.
In 1866 two African American Union Army
veterans were kept from arrest by the Memphis
police by their comrades. The cops led white
mobs through black neighborhoods threatening
and beating any random Black. There were 91
houses burned, 12 schools and 4 churches, with
46 black deaths and 2 white.
When police were not in favor of KKK terrorism, they were subject to it. Most juries were
dominated by Klansmen, and anyone against
them, as eyewitnesses, were intimidated by them.
When states in the South were reconnected to
the Union, Black Codes were designed to control Blacks as former slaves and continue White
Supremacy. By law or KKK threat, Blacks
could not own land, travel, run businesses or
vote. If imprisoned, they could be forced as
slaves to work in fields, factories or mines.
Blacks were discriminated against in other
ways. As drunk driving was barely punished
with a few days in jail (mostly done by Whites),
those using illegal drugs started at 5 years
(about 90% by Blacks).
In Los Angles in 1922, top officials in the
police were found to be members of the KKK.
In Portland, Oregon, the police and the KKK
were public knowledge. The Portland Telegraph claimed the police bureau was “full to
the brink with Klansmen.” In Colorado the
Klan dominated with prominent businessmen,
state representatives and senators. If a cop went
against the KKK in the police, he was subject
to threats, as the Mafia.
After the disaster following hurricane Katrina, area police tended to confiscate survivor
gear, tools, and water. The Dept. of Homeland
Security paid contractors as Blackwater to
secure the area, and were allowed to use lethal
force if deemed necessary. Many acted like it
was pheasant season and shot anything moving.
In 1993 Washington DC police raided Lafayette Park taking items with latex gloves on,
as sleeping bags and backpacks of the homeless. These were crushed in a garbage truck. A
similar action was taken in Miami and a court
ruled the practice illegal. In Detroit, the crackdown there was from pressure by area businesses. So instead of protecting society’s most vulnerable members, they made their lives worse.
Police red squads
In 1874 the New York City red squad began,
beating a 7000-person demonstration against
unemployment. Later it spied on socialist and
union meetings. In 1896 it tapped 350 phones,
including ones for churches. This pattern was
copied in other US cities. By about 1920, police
were allowed to determine who spoke, when,
where and on what. So the free exercise of
political speech was suppressed.
The LA red squad was used by Captain Earl
Kynette. He was convicted and imprisoned for
a 1938 car bomb explosion injuring a member
of a reform group trying to stop police corruption. During the 1960s police would take photos of protesters and show them to the protesters to intimidate them. Other means were slashing tires, verbal abuse and arrests for no reason.
Police did undercover work. They began by
infiltrating a group as a passive observer and
reported on their activities. Later, the infiltrator
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was aggressive, suggesting ideas, providing
weapons, drove the car. While such undercover
work is claimed to prevent much violence, more
and more infiltrators encouraged violence.
COINTELPRO of the FBI targeted the
Black Panthers the most. Among its methods: It
tried to find reasons for their employers to fire
them. Got tax returns of leaders of a group from
the IRS to audit them. After some methods did
not work against Fred Hampton of the Black
Panthers, police came in blazing to his apartment with submachine guns and shot their way
in, killing him. “In this case we see local police,
under the direction of the FBI, serving as nothing other than a death squad.”
The CIA taught a 6-week training course for
police, to use surveillance techniques and use of
explosives; 44 state, county and municipal police
departments had the training. The Congress
investigation into this found that information
was gathered by spying on citizens according to
their political beliefs and did not show a threat of
violence of illegal acts by a foreign power.
Public distrust of authority due to Watergate
led to the end of red squads. And Daniel
Ellsberg leaked the defense Department’s secret history of the Vietnam War, telling that the
public was deceived about the aims and methods of the war, particularly US atrocities.
However, though local police stopped the
squads, they just moved to the state level.
In May 1977 to March 1978, Philadelphia
police suppressed a radical anti-technology
group by making the Powelton neighborhood
like an internment camp. With 8-foot high
fences, and a blockade of a 4-block area around
the home of members. In 1985 the police tried
to serve 4 arrest warrants, firing into a house
and used a helicopter to bomb the house, killing
11 people, and made 250 homeless from the
spreading fire. A commission found police gunfire kept the house occupants from escaping,
10,000 rounds of ammunition in 90 minutes.
The city had to pay $33 million but no official
faced criminal charges.
Since 911, the Patriot Act allowed more violence and military power by police. The Act
allows more surveillance of US citizens. The
FBI uses threat of arrest and deportation of
Muslims to become informants, or it simply
resorts to blackmail. The FBI urges unstable
people to become terrorists. Provoking them
with radical ideas and supplying bombs and the
know-how to use them. This method is known
as entrapment, which actually urges violence.
The CIA employs mosque crawlers that infiltrate Muslim congregations and report the content of sermons and opinions of their leaders.
The 1999 Seattle demonstrations against the
World Trade Organization started with protesters
blocking delegate access. Next day, the police
arrested 600 that were just outside the No-Protest
Zone. TV showed police firing tear gas and rubber bullets. Beatings of protesters and bystanders
occurred. Cops seemed to be motivated more by
fear than professional law enforcement.
The 1968 Democratic National Convention
shocked many when police mobs were shown
beating protesters, bystanders and reporters,
viciously. Over 100 were hospitalized from the
police violence.
A model called Negotiated Management was
used on the University of Kansas using peaceful
means. While 65 arrests were made for disturbance by protesters, the police established friendly relations with them, letting crowds dwindle on
their own instead of by force using riot gear and
tears gas. They kept their distance, and provided
drinks on hot days to protesters. And both police
and organizers met regularly to talk.
In 2003 in Miami the police dressed as the
military and used threats of maximum power
against Free Trade Area of the America protesters. Likened to a war zone. Medics found that
50 head wounds seemed to be caused by aiming their rubber bullets high.
Police have received much military weapons,
as grenade launchers, M-16s and retired Army
helicopters. In Fresno, California, in 1994 a
SWAT team patrolled the southwest ghettos with
combat fatigues on, body armor, used submachine guns, helicopters and dogs to end gang violence. Civilian dogs were shot on sight. Suspects
were photographed, interrogated, checked for
warrants and entered into a computer database
Police SWAT teams are taught that if they see
a weapon, they are to shoot the person. Though
he may just be thinking he is defending himself
against a thug since the entries are usually unannounced except for a flash-bang noise. In 2000
a raid shot an 11-year-old boy while he was outstretched on the floor as instructed. In 2011 a
68-year-old grandfather was shot while motionless on the flood according to police instruction.
Churches have been targeted for feeding the
homeless. Instead of providing for what the
poor lack, they may get evicted from where
they stay [including US military veterans].
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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We invite you to join us in 2017 at a Feast site sponsored by the

Church of God Big Sandy
Each of the four is a small, friendly Feast of Tabernacles observance
with inspiring messages and excellent fellowship

Big Sandy
For the 23rd consecutive year
Church services and activities at our church building.
The building is on Highway 80, a half mile west of town (1106
West Broadway)
Refreshments
Senior citizens’ luncheon
Coordinators are Ron and Linda Avey, (903) 636-4238

Myrtle Beach
For the 15th consecutive year
Avista Resort
Make reservations by calling 1-877-238-4487. Mention group code
2088171
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $80–$93; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, $121–$122;
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $146–$150
Coordinators are Lyle and Kathy Kerby, (304) 354-7147.

Destin
For the 20th consecutive year
Pelican Beach Resort
Make reservations through the Church of God Big Sandy by calling David Havir III at (903) 714-3007. By booking through the
church there is no sales tax.
Main Pelican building on beach: 1 bedroom,. $110.25 per night; 2
bedrooms, $132
Terrace building, 50 yards from beach: 2 bedrooms, $103.50; 3
bedrooms, 2 baths, $136.50; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $175.95
Coordinators are Neil and Martha McIver, (903) 714-8800

Prescott Valley
For the first year (last year we met in nearby Prescott, Ariz.)
Because of the good relationship that some Sabbath-keeping
friends in the area have with their regular hall, we have the opportunity to have our church service at the Faith United Community
Church (1061 N. Old Chisholm Trail, Dewey, Ariz.), which will be
excellent for potluck opportunities and fellowship.
For assistance in housing, please contact the Feast coordinators.
Coordinators are Dennis and Karen Benson, (928) 899-1337

Your Choice of

Four
Sites!
Church of God Big Sandy
P.O. Box 690 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • churchofgodbigsandy.com
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“The Coming Judgment of God!!!”

T

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

he Judgment Seat of God—The
Apostle Paul wrote of the coming
time of judgment for everyone: “For
we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things done in
his body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad, knowing therefore the TERROR of the Lord, we persuade men . . .” (II Corinthians 5:10-11; cf.
Hebrews 10: 30-31).
No Fear of God—There are many who
have no real fear of this coming Judgment and
their individual part in it, whether it be life or
death (Revelation 21:8; 22:15). Tragically, these
Scriptures seem to have no meaning of where
they might be in the hereafter. What the
Apostle Peter wrote should make them seriously think about themselves:
The Unjust Reserved for Judgment—
“The Lord knows how to deliver the
godly out of temptations and to reserve
the unjust under punishment for the
Day of Judgment, and especially those
who walk according to the flesh of uncleanness and DESPISE authority (the
authority given by God to His chosen instruments).
“They are presumptuous, self-willed.
They are not afraid to speak evil of dignitaries. But these, like natural brute
beasts made to be caught and destroyed,
speak evil of the things they do NOT
understand, and will utterly perish in
their own corruption” (II Peter 2:9-12).
God’s Chosen Instruments—God chose
special men over time to fulfill His purpose,
such as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, David,
followed by His apostles. These were the Real
Heroes used by God! Though these imperfect
men sinned at one time or another (I John
1:8-10), they repented when they did (Revelation 12:10-11). And for that reason God continued to use them to fulfill His will and purpose with mankind This also includes God’s
late apostle, and the Elijah to come, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong.
Satan the Devil’s Nature—When considering the human frailties and Satan’s nature
dwelling within every human (Roman’s 7:13-25),
all have sinned and come short of the glory of
God. Perhaps the shortcomings of these great

men chosen by God can best be illustrated by
what Scripture reveals about Elijah:
“Elijah was a man with a nature like
ours, and he prayed earnestly that it
would not rain; and it did not rain on the
land for 3 years and 6 months.” And he
prayed again (3 years and 6 months later—still
in God’s loving care and use of him), and the
heaven gave rain, and the earth produced its fruit” (James 5:17-18).
G o d ’s Pu r pose for Mr. Armstrong—It
should be realized by believers
of the Holy Bible
that some man
had to come to
fulfill the prophecies of the endtime Elijah (Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11)! If one did, what would he
restore that Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong did
not restore?
Destroy the Man—Satan the devil well
knows that if the credibility of a chosen man
by God can be destroyed so will what he was
used by God to teach His people. And this
was accomplished by the Tkach Administration, which began destroying the credibility of
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong shortly after his
death in 1986. This was done little by little
over an eight-year period of time.
Innuendos and Dishonesty—These were
used in deceptive speech and writings against
Mr. Armstrong to accomplish their objective!
As the result all of the true teachings, including the Ten Commandments of God, fell to
the ground (Isaiah 59:14-15; Amos 5:10). The
masses walked away following the Pied Piper
into the darkness of the forest to be destroyed
in the soon-coming Great Tribulation.
Jesus Christ and His Gospel Message—
The same tactic was used by the Pharisees
and Scribes who continually sought to do the
same with Jesus Christ. First murder Him,
then the Gospel Message He brought to
mankind would be forgotten. This was accomplished by them in 31 A.D. 37 years later,
70 A.D., the Jewish nation and its people suffered terrible deaths by the Roman Army
(Luke 19:41-44).

Judgment is Coming—It is hoped that
all of those who have rejected God’s apostle,
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, will cease spinning their exaggerations of his mistakes and
use of outright lies. They should realize their
judgment is also coming. Hopefully, they will
come to see their use by Satan, repent, and be
spared from the terror of the judgment by
changing what they continue to do.
No Pl e a s u re i n t he D e a t h o f t he
Wicked—“As I
live,’ says the Lord
GOD, ‘I have no
pleasure in the
death of the
wicked, BUT that
the wicked TURN
from his way and
live. Turn, turn
from your evil
ways! For why
should you die, O
house of Israel” (Ezekiel 33:11).
God’s True Church—For those who know
and believe the teachings of God’s Holy Bible,
Scripture reveals God has only ONE CHURCH
(Matthew 16:18)! And in His Church are only
those whom God has selectively called and
added to it (John 6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16); a little,
little, Church (Luke 12:32; Matthew 7:13-14).
And in God’s true Church the fullness of His
true teachings are believed and taught by His
true and faithful ministers (Revelation 3:7-13).
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study your
Bible together with this last unedited book
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong wrote, ISBN 0396-08773-6, and please wake up! This could save
your life from these worsening troublesome
times before us. REMEMBER—Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus Christ used to teach
all of us the fullness of His true teachings (II
Timothy 3:13-14).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2017 The Church of God.
All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the respective owners
thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by
The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

Links to websites maintained by the Church of God Faithful Flock: http://www.cog-ff.com/links.html
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Melchizedek Became Jesus Christ

I

n the Bible we have overwhelming
scriptural evidence that Jesus
Christ, at least during His ministry,
was a God Being. But yet some are
still teaching against all scriptural evidence
that Christ was not a God. I don’t know if
the ones teaching this doctrine realize it or
not, but they are in effect teaching that a
God being didn’t die for our eternal life.
(Emphasis mine throughout.)
Jesus Christ was not the most High God,
nor was Melchizedek. In Old Testament
times Melchizedek was the priest of the
most High God as explained in Genesis
14:18-20. But notice this: Melchizedek
“was without father, without mother,
without genealogy, having neither beginning of days, nor end of life, but made like
the Son of God, remains a priest continually” (Hebrews 7:3.
From this plain description we can
know this Melchizedek, this priest of the
most High God was also God. The writer of
Hebrews, perhaps the apostle Paul, is
telling us that Christ in Abraham’s time
was called Melchizedek.
Previously Abraham had met Melchizedek after the defeat of Chedorlaomer
(Genesis 14:17-20). Notice in these verses
the term God Most High is used three
times. In Hebrews 7:1 the term God Most
High is used to differentiate the rank
between Melchizedek and the Most High
God who is now God the Father.
In Hebrews 7:4, most translations render Melchizedek as a man. The Interlinear
Bible of Hebrews, Greek, English states:
“Now behold how great this one was.”
That rendering is much more plausible
because no man could be without genealogy. This Melchizedek had to be a God
because angels are created beings. This
Melchizedek was even made like the Son of
God and Jesus Christ is the Son of God.
Melchizedek was to be priest continually
and now Jesus Christ is our High Priest and
lives continually.
In Matthew 12:8 Jesus Christ Himself
said: “For the Son of Man is Lord of the
Sabbath.” The number one meaning of
Lord in Strong’s dictionary (2962) is
“supreme in authority,” and can also mean
God. Elsewhere the Jews and the disciples
are constantly addressing Christ as Lord
and He does not correct them. In His ministry Jesus Christ was also the Son of Man,
but He was also the Lord just as He said.
When you really think about it, this is a
very revealing statement made by Christ.
Colossians 1:15-18: “He is the image of

the invisible God. For by him all things
were created that are in heaven and that
are on earth, visible and invisible, whether
thrones or dominions or principalities or
powers. All things were created through
Him and for Him.”
Let’s stop and dwell and think deeply on
the phrase “through Him and for Him.”
Evidently all things were created through
Him and of course by Him. This means
that Jesus Christ had previously lived and
created all things, directed by the Most
High God. Let’s continue: “And He is before
all things, and in Him all things consist.
And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He
may have the preeminence.”
It’s not revealed in the
Bible when Jesus became
Christ, a God. But the
more I study and
research this subject, the more
I’m convinced
it was when He
was baptized.
Notice that immediately after
being baptized Jesus
was tempted by Satan.
Matthew 4:6 quotes Satan as saying, “If
you are the Son of God throw yourself
down.” Verse 7 quotes Jesus as saying:
“Jesus said to him, ‘It is written again, You
shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ”
In this verse Jesus is claiming to be
Satan’s Lord and God. Remember, now, it’s
Jesus being tempted by Satan and not God
the Father. In verse 10 Jesus shows His superiority to Satan by saying, “Away with you,
Satan, for it is written, you shall worship
the Lord your God and Him only shall you
serve.” Verse 11: “Then the devil left Him
[obeyed Him] and behold angels came and
ministered to Him.”
In 2 Corinthians 4:4 the apostle Paul
described Satan as the god, or is it God, of
this world? If Satan can be a god or a God,
surely Jesus Christ could be a God. When
Paul wrote this in Greek, we don’t know if
he capitalized god, God or not. Strong’s
dictionary uses a small g, but I doubt if
they really know. I believe Strong’s is just
trying to minimize Satan’s role and power.
In Strong’s, god or God has the same number, 2316, and both have the same meaning.
Jesus Christ said in Matthew 28:53 “or
do you not think that I cannot pray now
to My Father, and He will provide Me with

more than twelve legions of angels?”
Could a human being pray to the Father
and be provided with more than twelve
legions of angels? I don’t think so. Christ
said He could.
Here comes the clincher. Only God is
the Lawgiver. Isaiah 33:22: “For the Lord is
our judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the
Lord is our King, He will save us.”
James 4:12: “There is one Lawgiver, who
is able to save and to destroy. Who are you
to judge another?”
Under the Old Covenant the people
were allowed to swear with an oath. But
Christ said in Matthew 5:34: “But I say to
you, do not swear at all.” In the New
Covenant Jesus Christ is
changing and giving
the new law. Only
God gives the law.
Jesus Christ was
God and giving
the new law. It was
Jesus Christ, in His
ministry, and while He
was on this earth, who
changed and gave the law
on how we keep the Passover.
Jesus Christ also changed the
way we keep the Sabbath. Previously, under the Old Covenant,
the Israelites were not permitted to
leave their place of residence on the
Sabbath (Exodus 16:29). Jesus Christ
changed that restriction by being the
“Lord of the Sabbath” (Mark 2:28).
Remember, only God is our Lawgiver.
We can now, under the New Covenant,
leave our place of residence on the Sabbath day and even prepare a meal (Mark
2:23 and Luke 6:1).
In John 14:28 Christ said: “My Father is
greater than I.”
The disciples of Christ had seen the awesome miracles Jesus Christ was performing
and were beginning to believe He was perhaps the Most High God, so Jesus Christ said,
“My Father is greater than I,” indicating
that He Himself was a lesser God than God
the Father, who is the Most High God. Not
once in the New Testament is anyone
addressed as Lord (when capitalized), other
than Jesus Christ or God the Father.
If Christ is not God, then why did the
disciple Thomas say to Christ in John
20:28, “My Lord, and my God”?
Verse 29: Jesus said to him: “Thomas
because you have seen Me, you have
believed. Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have believed.”

For better understanding, please read my previous article “The Virgin Birth and Two Gods” republished in this issue on page 11.
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The Virgin Birth & Two Gods
M
y rebuttal to Noel Rude’s article
“Is the Virgin Birth the Mother
of All Heresies?” in issue 181 and
Ken Westby’s article “Do We
Really Have Two Gods or Just One?” in issue
187, page 19, and also Ken’s article in issue 154,
pages 1, 6, 7 and 8:
First let me say that I’m glad The Journal
published two such controversial subjects.
These two subjects needed to be researched
and studied extensively. Since Noel and Ken
wrote their articles, I’ve intermittently been
coming back and researching their theories,
and what I’ve learned is amazing.
Part of Genesis 1:26 states: “And God said,
‘Let us make man in our image.” The question
is: Are the two appendix words “us” (plural)
and “our” (plural) correctly translated?
At the conclusion of this article, we will
come back to that intriguing and interesting
question. A few times in my Bible studies I’ve
found the translators used appendix words
incorrectly or in conjunction with their own
personal religious belief.
The Bible will prove or disprove any belief if
we have all scripture bearing on the subject in
question. So let’s see if the Bible will prove
Noel and Ken right or wrong in their theories.
Ken stated that we have copies of copies of
the Bible. I wish we did have copies of copies.
What we do have is translations of translations, etc. There were mistakes made in translating the Bible. But God must have figured
that we have the translation close enough to
help fulfill His salvation plan. Perhaps God figured: Let’s see if My chosen firstfruit leaders
will study hard enough to figure it out, regardless of the mistakes made in translations. Who
knows the mind of God?
The Webster’s New World Dictionary describes
“one” as (1) being a single thing or unit; (2) characterized by unity. The New Testament in explaining who God is dwells on the unity aspect
of being one, so let’s dwell on that as well.
But first let’s read Genesis 2:24: “Therefore
a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife and they shall become one
flesh.”
Obviously after joining they are still two
individuals, but should be one in unity.
In John 17:21-22-23, Jesus further explains
this unity of God: “. . . That God is seeking in
all whom He has chosen, that they all may be
one as you Father are in me and I in you; that
they also may be one in Us, that the world may
believe that You sent me.”
Very soon now the God unit will number
144,000, plus 2. We will have our Father’s
name written on our foreheads. That means
we are Gods.
Noel, in several places in his article denying
the virgin birth, referred to the predecessors of
the Catholic Church as one of his sources of
authority. I would have found a better source
of authority.
The apostles are the ones Jesus charged with
being His witnesses to the end of the earth
(Acts 1:8). Please read.
Noel also stated on page 14, column 3, of his
article denying the virgin birth: “It is hard to
imagine that God would impregnate a woman
without her husband’s knowledge and consent.”
Let’s keep in mind the gospels were written

many years after the events being described.
Noel, when did God ever have to have the consent of any mere human being?
Second, the angel did inform Joseph of what
God was going to do. So Joseph did have
knowledge that this was God’s work.
Can you just imagine a human having to give
his consent to God? What arrogance! Noel,
this was not sex. This was a divine creative act
of God.
When I first read your articles, the first
thing I noticed was that you both avoided
John’s gospel, which proves that Jesus was
more than a human being. I will list those
scriptures later in this article.
It’s my belief that God the Father, using
the Holy Spirit ,took the seed of Joseph, who
was of the seed of King David, impregnated
Mary and Jesus was born. Then, sometime
during the life of Jesus the Godly person, called the Word by the apostle
John in John 1:1-2-3 and Melchizedek (in Hebrews) merged
with the person Jesus and
they became one.
In the Bible we are
given examples of
spiritual beings
merging with human beings. This
is the only explanation I know
of that would satisfy all scriptural
requirements that
are given to us on the
lineage of Jesus Christ as
the Son of God, the Son of David and
the Son of Joseph. The Bible does not use the
terminology we use today of grandson, greatgrandson, etc. Instead, the Bible uses the terminology of generations in describing lineage.
Several times in the gospels, Christ tells us
that He came down from heaven, that He even
had glory in heaven with His Father before the
world was (John 17:5). We know that Jesus
came from Galilee, the city of Nazareth, born
of Mary, but here in His ministry Jesus Christ
is telling us that He came down from heaven.
Again the question is: Just when did Jesus
become Jesus Christ? This proves beyond
question that Jesus Christ, at least during His
ministry, was God. And surely, as a boy, Jesus
was not called Jesus Christ. Just when in His
life Jesus was called Jesus Christ is not revealed
in the Bible. The name Christ means The
Anointed One, The Deliverer of Israel, or the
Messiah. It’s hard to believe, as a boy, Jesus was
called by the name of Christ.
Evidently the lesser of the two Gods, “the
Word,” agreed with His higher God to become
the Son of His higher God, live and die, to be
resurrected for the salvation of mankind. Jesus
Christ said, in John 10:17-18, that He had the
power to lay down His life (die) and then take it
again. Only a God could say that and then do it.
Below is a list of scriptures proving that
Jesus Christ was God:
John 1:1-2-3—“In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through Him, and
without Him nothing was made that was made.”

John 3:13—“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that
is, the Son of Man who is in heaven.”
John 3:17—“For God did not send His Son
into the world to condemn the world, but that
the world through Him might be saved.”
John 5:19—“Then Jesus answered and said
to them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son
can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees
the Father do; for whatever He does, the Son
also does in like manner.’ ”
John 6:38-39—“For I have come down
from heaven, not to do My own will, but the
will of Him who sent Me. This is the will of
the Father who sent Me, that of all He has
given Me I should lose nothing, but should
raise it up at the last day.”
John 6:46—“Not that anyone has seen the
Father, except He who is from God; He has seen
the Father.” Here Jesus is speaking of Himself,
who has seen “God the Father,” and no human can
see the face of God
(Exodus 33:23). I’m sure
in this context Jesus is
referring to Himself
as the “Word,” which
the Most High God
does His work through.
John 8:42—“Jesus said
to them, ‘If God were your
Father, you would love Me,
for I proceeded forth and
came from God; nor have I
come of Myself, but He sent Me.’ ”
John 10:30—“I and My Father are
one.” here Jesus Christ plainly says that
He and the Father are One. Two persons
but One in unity.
John 17:5—“And now, O Father, glorify Me
together with Yourself, with the glory which I
had with You before the world was.” This is
just an astonishing, frank admission from
Christ. Again I say: Just when did Jesus become the “Anointed One”?
There is more, but because of space I’m
stopping here. Anyway, if you can’t believe
Christ by now, you won’t believe.
In a blocked space on page 19 in The Journal
Ken stated that John 17:3 reads that God is the
“one true God.” It does not. It reads “the only
true God.” Noel, you also wrote that the idea
of a divine generation from a virgin is completely impossible. Here is a quote from Jesus
Christ: With men this is impossible, but with
God all things are possible (Luke 18:27).
Now back to Genesis 1:26: “Let ‘Us’ make
man in ‘Our’ image.” My conclusion is, yes, the
translation did render “Us” and “Our” correctly. These are plural words, and that fits perfectly with all scripture proving two Gods in
unity, as having always existed.
The reason there is so much scripture in
the Old Testament showing God as a singular
person is because it was not yet time to be
revealed that God was a unit. Jesus Christ
revealed to us that God was a unit and we
could be part of that unit. I’m sure in the next
phase of God’s salvation plan more will be
revealed.
I have a lot of questions to ask. I pray that
all of you will have a lot of questions to ask and
that your prayers will be answered.

Ray M. DeHart
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Are divisions divine?
F

or years now the churches of
God have been splintered into
many different organizations.
Will salvation come to those who
attach themselves to the right group?
Rom 14:12: “So then each of us shall give
account of himself to God.” Actually it is
Christ, the Messiah, who will judge on
His behalf because the Father “. . . has
given Him authority to execute judgment
also . . .” (John 5:27). There is no indication that any church representatives
will be standing by to advocate for
their membership.
Consider the type of mentality that
is the impetus for divisions and splits:
“. . . For you are still carnal. For where there
are envy, strife, and divisions among you,
are you not carnal and behaving like mere
men? For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and
another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not carnal?” (I Cor 3:3-4).
“. . . How they told you that there would
be mockers in the last time who would walk
according to their own ungodly lusts. These
are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not
having the Spirit” (Jude 18-19).
Scripture is clear that those who
cause divisions in the congregation of
God are focused on physical matters,
not the thinking of God. The root

cause is desire to advance or maintain
their own status or will. The leaders
who remain with their original group
can be just as guilty as those who depart. Likely neither has been open and
straightforward about the issues and
waited humbly on the Head of the
church to resolve them. So why are we
concerned about organizations of men?
The ministry typically tells the congregation that they have the spirit of
God, but they don’t trust that spirit to
be alive. “My sheep hear My voice, and I
know them, and they follow Me” (John
10:27). For over 40 years, in spite of
words to the contrary, the Church of
God has by actions taught the membership to look to the ministry to tell them
what they need to know, rather than
teaching them to investigate Scripture
themselves and stir up the Spirit of God
to identify and listen to His voice.
Consequently, there are congregations full of people, including the ministry, who don’t know how to resolve
scriptural differences of opinion or
know what is important and what is
not. If the leaders are unable to make
peace among themselves, whose spirit
is the driving force?
The membership is often unable to

identify the voice of the Master in His
word and order their life accordingly.
They think they must choose sides and
follow a man or organization. They
know only to trust human leadership
and their perspective.
For over 40 years the Head of the
church has been shaking it. He wants
His people to look to Him and His
word rather than a corporation or a
man. The continuing splits and division
are ample evidence that men are not
the source of the peace or spirit of God.
Some teachers can help us along the
path, but they must be pointing the
way beyond themselves into the word
of God. Indeed, they should be encouraging everyone in the congregation to be able students of His word so
they know the way, His way, on their
own. One of the least effective ways of
doing this is with a sermon.
His way is the keeping of the commandments (Deu 8:6). “If you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments”
(Mat 19:17). Since it is Christ’s position
to judge and he will accept those who
are keeping the commandments, who
are we to turn our backs on those He
might accept? If we can’t get along
now, why would Christ trust us to get

along in His kingdom?
The real problem is that the churches have taught a surface understanding
of what the commandments are.
Fundamentally they are the guide for
proper love, care and respect for our
neighbor and our Creator. If we are not
treating our neighbor and brother in
Christ with love and respect, we have
proven that we don’t really understand
the commandments, and especially not
His new commandment: “. . . that you
love one another; as I have loved you
. . .” (John 13:34). He gave His life for us
all, including our bumps, warts and
everything. He expects us to live to
His standard (I Pet 1:15; 2:21).
It was only the twelve disciples who
were present when Messiah gave His
new commandment. Could it be He
knew especially the leadership needed
this instruction? Unfortunately, they
either haven’t been paying attention or
are at a loss as to how to do it.
Choose the faithful and true source,
not men ordained of men. Examine
carefully His instruction for us, starting with His covenant, His law, especially His judgments that detail it, so
you can walk in His ways, not in the
way of strife and division. He blesses
those who make peace, not division.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★

( See ‘Other studies / Spirit in the Trinity) • PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

The House of God

The House of God

God’s only identifying mark on His people
is the Sabbath and Holy Days for a reason.
So the world will know who they are.
Live streaming services on our website and YouTube
each Sabbath at 10:30 AM and 1 PM.
Bible study Wednesdays at 7 PM.
Services:
Call home office: / 254-727-4424
1309 N. 15th, Temple, TX 76504
e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com

Feast in Colorado 2017

Join us at the Feast of Tabernacles in
Galveston, Texas, or Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Go to www.houseofgod.tv for more information.
Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.
Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.

Please notice

V

Join us (The House of God, Waco, Texas) for our new Feast of
Tabernacles site this year in Colorado Springs October 5–12, 2017. We’ll
be meeting in the Hotel Eleganté Conference & Event Center. Guest
rooms are priced at only $99 per night, with up to four persons per
room, plus tax. A great selection of snacks and
beverages will be set up in our meeting room. Hotel
also includes three restaurants: Sweet Tooth,
Colorado Creamery, and Rawhide.
Area attractions: Air Force Academy, Olympic
Training Center, Penrose Carriage House Museum,
Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, Garden of the Gods state
park, historic Manitou Springs, Old Colorado City,
World Prayer Center, Focus on the Family.
e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com

Or join us at our original Feast site in Galveston, Texas.
Galveston or Colorado Springs: Your choice!
Go to www.houseofgod.tv or call 254-727-4424 for more information.
Or e-mail houseofgod1015@gmail.com
Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.
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they necessarily reflect the
views of anyone on the staff
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Virtual Church
sermon video archives
See hundreds of Ken Westby’s Virtual Church sermons

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

See a link on the website for a full
archive of videos on YouTube

Read it here:

Ken Westby died Dec. 8, 2016.
See his website, godward.org, for
continuing updates about the
Association for Christian Development, archived Virtual Church
Sabbath services and Bible studies
and essays and other articles.

www.godward.org

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Check website for topics and speakers and events
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The Journal lists 202 Feast sites for 2017
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Gulf Shoes: Ussery-Warren
Feast site, Lighthouse Condominiums,
John Warren, (903) 636-4470; Dot
Ussery, (903) 636-4364, usserydj@
aol.com. Orange Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Alaska—Anchorage: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Arizona—Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Prescott Valley:
Church of God Big Sandy, Dennis or
Karen Benson, (928) 899-1337.
Arkansas—Searcy: Points of Truth
Ministries, http://pointsoftruth.com.
California—Indian Wells: Guardian
Ministries, http://www.daveantion.com,
David Antion, P.O. Box 50734,
Pasadena, CA 91115. King’s Beach:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.
org/tabernacleshome.php. Oceanside:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. San Diego:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. San
Diego: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Colorado—Colorado Springs: The
House of God, Ron Harmon, houseofgod1015@gmail.com, 1309 N. 15th,
Temple, TX 76504, (254) 727-4424.
Estes Park: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Snowmass: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Destin: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
com. Fort Myers: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Fort Walton
Beach: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feastof-tabernacles. Lantana: Christian
Church of God, Neville Gilbert, (561)
547-4952, jancgil@aol.com. Melrose:
Oct 6-14, Community of YHVH,
http://fallfeast.com. Panama City:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panama
City Beach: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
St. Augustine: Church of God,
CBE/Church of God Bethel, P.O. Box
1635, Auburndale, FL 33823. Panama
City Beach: ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. St.
Petersburg: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles. St. Petersburg:
COG in Miami/CGI, http://godschurch.
org/Feastlocation.htm.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Hawaii—Hapuna Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Indiana—Elkhart: Pacific church of
God, http://pacificcog.org/fot2017.
Iowa—Manson: Sukkot—The
Rehearsal, http://midwestsukkot.com.
Kentucky—Kentucky Dam Village:
CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles. Lake Barkley: ICG, http:
//intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Branson: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php. Branson: Oct.
3-10, Church of God in Truth,
http://www.postponements.com/
id15.htm. Branson: International
Congregation of Yahweh, http://www.
icyahweh.org. Lake of the Ozarks:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Montana—Glacier Country: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
North Carolina—Bladen Lakes
State Forest: Oct. 5-13, Sukkot N.C.,
http://www.sukkotnc.com. Lake
Junaluska: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Shawnee State
Park: Oct. 5-13, Truth on the Web
Ministries, http://www.truthontheweb.
org/THEFEAST.htm.
Oklahoma—Lake Eufaula State
Park: Oct. 4-11, The One True Elohim,
http://www.onetrueelohim.com/dates.h
tml. Wagoner: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.
org/feast-of-tabernacles, Wynn Skelton,
wls45@suddenlink.net, (903)
939-2929.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Lebanon: Oct. 411, Jubilee Sukkot 2017,
https://manna.events/sukkot/more-

information. Redmond: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Seaside: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Pennsylvania—Harrisburg: Pleasant
Hills Christian Church,
http://www.pleasanthillschristianchurch.com/site7/Schedule.html.
Lake Harmony: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. White Haven:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
South Carolina—Hilton Head
Island: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Myrtle Beach: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,
Lyle Kerby,(304) 354-7147. Myrtle
Beach: ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Myrtle Beach: CGI/CFN,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
South Dakota—Rapid City: Abib

Australia: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Grant Chick, grantchick@ ucg.org.au,
+61-8-9523-4623.
Barbados—Pebble Beach: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. St. Lawrence
Gap: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Barundi—Mugina: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Benin—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise
Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr.
Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
marioseiglie@sbcglobal.net, (714)
533-9481; Raul Machicao,
mackao077@gmail.com, 591-2-2750799. Santa Cruz: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Brazil—Bonfim: LCG, https://fot2017.
lcg.org.Maloca de Moscou: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org., Jorge de Campos,

cleshome.php. Kendal: Seventh Day
Christians,http://www.
syvendedagskristne.no/Festival.html.
Estonia—Kuressaare, Saaremaa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Johnnie
Lambert, fotestonia@gmail.com, (607)
796-2669, 562 Sing Sing Road,
Horseheads, NY 14845.
Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
France—Calais: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Carry-leRouet: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Roquebrune-sur-Argens: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Tim & Maryse
Pebworth, feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Gabon—Pointe Denis: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org,

yahoo.com. Salima: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Malaysia—Penang: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, info@ucg.org.au.
Martinique—Ste. Luce: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Mexico—Guanajuato: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Gabriel Garcia,
gabriel_garcia@ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 5339481. San Miguel de Allende:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Myanmar (Burma)—Kalaymyo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Sakhan Gyi:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
New Zealand—Hammer Springs:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Nelson:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Daniel
Porteous, porteousx4@hotmail.com,
+64-9-420-6414 or +64-27-337-9070.
Taupo: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
that some phone numbers refer to a
Oct. 12, 2017 (referred to as the Last
hese are the Feast of
Nigeria—Benin City: CGWA,
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day church’s headquarters in the United
Tabernacles sites for 2017 THE
http://feast.cogwa.org. Lagos: LCG,
States rather than a local Feast contact.
in the various Churches of God).
JOURNAL was aware of at press
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
This listing abbreviates Church of
time. Information for the listing comes
Attendance policies: Most of the
Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby:
God International/Common Faith
from Web sites and information sent
Feast sites listed here have an open
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
directly to THE JOURNAL by Feast organiz- Network (CGI/CFN), Tyler, Texas;
attendance policy; that is, visitors are
Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Huaychulo:
Intercontinental Church of God (ICG),
welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s
ers and other JOURNAL readers. THE
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Tyler; Living Church of God (LCG),
JOURNAL especially acknowledges the
understanding that some Church of
Philippines—Bacolod City: CGWA,
Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church of
information available at http://
God organizations allow Feastgoers to
http://feast.cogwa.org. Baguio City:
God (CCG), Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United attend with them only by special per7th-day.info (the 7th Day Sabbath
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Rey Evasco,
Church of God an International
Churches of God website).
mission. Therefore, if you wish to
rey.evasco@gmail.com; +63 (917) 814Association (UCG), Milford, Ohio;
Unless otherwise stated, each listing
attend one of those churches’ Feast
7826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati City
Church of God Ministries International
shown here represents an observance
sites, The Journal recommends you first
1287, Philippines. Baguio City: LCG,
(CGMI); and Church of God a
beginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 4,
contact the sponsoring church or its
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Baguio City:
2017, and continuing through Thursday, Worldwide Association (CGWA). Note
representative.
Church of God Sharing Village, Raul de
Asis-Hipe, +63.0922.887.2322. Davao
City: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Raul
Villacote, raul_villacote@yahoo.com.;
Fellowship, abibofgod.com.
jorge_decampos@ucg.org,
www.vkg.org/fot.php.
Earl Roemer, earllroemer@gmail.com;
Tennessee—Chattanooga: Vigilant
(513) 907-9774.
Ghana—Accra: UCG,
David Dobson,
Church of God, https://vigilantcog.com. Cameroon—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kumasi: CGWA,
dedobson@hotmail.com. Davao City:
Moise Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.
Newport: I Saw The Light Ministries,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Don
fr. Eseka: CGWA,
http://www.isawthelightministries.com/
Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA,
Carlos: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
feast.html, Tim Carpenter. Pigeon
http://feast.cogwa.org.
http://feast.cogwa.org. Antigua: LCG,
Ivisian: Church of God in Truth,
Forge: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org. Canada—Cochrane, Alta.: UCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panajachel:
http://postponements.com.
http://feast.ucg.org, Larry DeLong,
Sevierville: Church of God Worldwide
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Israel
Maranding: LCG, https://fot2017.
larry_delong@ucg.org. Kimberley,
Ministries, cogwwm.homestead.
Robledo, jisrael.robledo@gmail.com;
lcg.org. Leyte, Visayas: UCG,
B.C.: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
com/Feast-of-Tabernacles-2017.html.
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
http://feast.ucg.org, Jose Campos,
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big
Victoria, B.C.: UCG, http://
(714) 533-9481.
campos_jt@yahoo.com, +63
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.
feast.ucg.org, John Elliott, victoriGuyana—Georgetown: LCG,
(998) 549-6503.
com, PO Box 690, Big Sandy, TX 75755.
afeast@ucg.ca. Liverpool, N.S.:
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Lethem:
Rwanda—Giti: CGWA,
Galveston: The House of God, Ron
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Barrie,
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Harmon, houseofgod1015@gmail.com,
Ont.: Maranatha Church of God,
Saint Lucia—Rodney Bay: UCG,
Haiti—Paillant: LCG,
1309 N. 15th, Temple, TX 76504, (254)
http://maranathachurchofgod.ca.
http://feast.ucg.org,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
stluciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
727-4424. Galveston: ICG, http://
Collingwood, Ont.: CGI/CFN,
India—Agra: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Scotland—Fort William: Oct. 6-13,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernahttp://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
David Schreiber, david_schreiber@
Maranatha Ministry (a.k.a. North West
cleshome.php. Lake Bob Sandlin
Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian
ucg.org, (507) 377-8151. Kochi:
CoG), http://maranathanministry.
State Park: Season of our Joy,
Church of God, http://www.canadiCGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
org.uk. Stewarton: Oct. 6-13,
anchurchofgod.com. Midland, Ont.:
www.sooj.org, Tim Kelley,
Israel—Jerusalem and Tour of
Stewarton Bible School,
tim@sooj.org. Lake Conroe: LCG,
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Niagara
Israel: Oct. 4-13, Congregation
http://www.stewartonbibleschool.
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Lake
Falls, Ont.: LCG, https://fot2017.
of Yahweh (Jerusalem) https://
org.uk/TABONNET.html.
Texoma: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
lcg.org. Roseneath, P.E.I.: UCG,
coyhwh.com.
South Africa—Margate: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Orford, Que.:
New Braunfels: CGWA,
Italy—Sabaudia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Roy Demont,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
http://feast.ucg.org,
roydemont@gmail.com. Port
Vermont—Mount Snow: LCG,
Sorel, Que.: LCG, https://
www.feastinitaly.org, Carmelo
Shepstone: LCG, https://fot2017.
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
fot2017.lcg.org.
Anastasi, registration@feastinitaly.org,
lcg.org. Stilbaai: LCG, https://
Wisconsin—Green Lake: CGWA,
Caribbean Cruise—Christian
+39-338-409-7919.
fot2017.lcg.org. Uvongo: CGWA,
Educational Ministries, http://www.
http://feast.cogwa.org. Lake Geneva:
Ivory Coast—Cote d’Ivoire: UCG,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
borntowin.net.
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Spain—La Alberca: LCG,
Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA,
Wisconsin Dells: UCG,
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Man:
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
http://feast.ucg.org.
http://feast.cogwa.org. Olmue: UCG,
Sri Lanka—Negombo: LCG,
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Passikudah:
http://feast.ucg.org, Jaime Gallardo,
Jamaica—Montego Bay: LCG,
NON-U.S. SITES
UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/feast,
jaime_gallardo@ucg.org; Mario Seiglie,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Montego
Argentina—Cordoba: CGWA,
David Schreiber, david_schreiber@
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714)
Bay: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
http://feast.cogwa.org. San Martin
ucg.org, (507) 377-8151.
533-9481.
jamaicafot@gmail.com. Runaway
Tanzania—Ukerewe: LCG,
de los Andes: LCG,
China—Hong Kong: UCG,
Bay: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
http://feast.ucg.org, www.feastKachinland—Lazum Brang, Na Mawn,
Thailand—Chiang Mai: LCG,
Australia—Coffs Harbour, New
hongkong2017.com.
Lake Indawgyi Region, P.O.
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Chiang Mai:
South Wales: CGWA,
Colombia—Armenia: LCG,
Hopin–01112, Kachinland via
Legacy Institute, Leon Sexton,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Merimbula,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.Cartagena:
Myanmar (Burma)
legacyinstitute.org.
New South Wales: UCG,
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Scott
Kenya—Got Kachola: UCG,
Togo—Afagnan: LCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Stephen Clark,
Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704)
http://feast.ucg.org, Monte Knudson,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Kpalime:
stephen_clark@ucg.org.au, +61-3628-6383. El Rodadero, Santa
monte_knudson@ucg.org. Kendu
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
9717-3873. Nelson Bay, New South
Marta: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Bay:
Trinidad
and Tobago—Lowlands:
Wales: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Congo (Democratic Republic of)—
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Mombasa: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Nelson Bay, New South Wales:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Monte Knudson, monte_knudson@ucg. Vanuatu—Orap Village: LCG,
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Mabout,
mabout@yahoo.fr.
Kinshasa:
org. Nakuru: CGWA, http://feast.
tabernacleshome.php. Caloundra,
Zambia—Kitwe: UCG,
CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Ogembo:
UCG,
cogwa.org.
Queensland: Christian Educational
http://feast.ucg.org, Derrick Pringle,
Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Monte Knudson,
Services, http://cesa.org.au. Kawana
sailfreeseas@gmail.com. Lusaka:
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
monte_knudson@ucg.org.
Waters, Queensland: UCG,
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Major
Playa
Larga:
LCG,
Cuba—
Malawi—Blantyre: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Bill Bradford, billTalama, talamanawa@yahoo.com.
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious
bradford@bigpond.com.au, +61-7Mapoko: CGWA, http://feast.
Bournemouth:
LCG,
England—
Mpilangwe,
gracmpilangwe@
3711-5599. St. Helens, Tasmania:
cogwa.org.
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Torquay: UCG,
yahoo.com. Lilongwe: UCG,
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Matthew
Zimbabwe—Tuli Hill Camp,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kendal: ICG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious
Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-2Bulawayo: CGWA,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernaMpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@
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Why PORNEIA Is a Bad Idea
remember every little thing like it was
only yesterday.” I guarantee every man
reading this can relate to this line from
the song “Paradise by the Dashboard
Light.” Yes, it refers to the first time a
person engages in sex. Sorry if that
offends anyone, but the reality is God made you
this way! Only in the most unusual situations will
any human not remember “every little thing.”
For years we have been told sex is an activity all
humans have to engage in. That it’s hardwired into
our DNA. I don’t disagree with this. Without casting
judgment, if you look back at the religions and societies that have attempted to prohibit sexual activity,
you will see the prohibitions have not been universally followed. Actually quite the contrary, there is
more unregulated behavior in these situations.
Victorian European societies are prime examples. While the respectable veneer of history
seems to present these as for the most part sexually pure moral societies, the reality is sexual activity
was not limited to the marriage bed, and was tacitly accepted.
Which brings us to the issues of why God
admonishes marriage and celibacy in marriage. Sex
is most definitely not ‘free’ and there is a substantial
price to be paid for the misuse of it.
According to Mark Turrell and many others
(https://markturrell.wordpress.com/2012/03/18/sex
-and-the-brain-how-neuroscience-may-soonchange-all-our-relationships-6/), there are multiple chemicals in the human body that respond to
a sexual encounter, and the response of our brains
to the same.
The main players are: dopamine, serotonin, oxytocin, and vasopressin. These are in addition to the
well-known testosterone and estrogen. The latter
two are mostly responsible for giving our bodies
the male or female traits. Testosterone does play
some effect in sexual arousal, but, as far as I can
find, neither plays a major role in how our brain
encodes memories of these events.
That’s where the first four come into play. All
four can act as neurotransmitters. Our brains are
made up of neurons. These cells can be compared
to the billions of transistors embedded on a computer processor chip, or memory chip. Of themselves, each cell can’t do a lot. But, when you group
100 billion neurons (average in our brains,
http://www.human-memory.net/brain_neurons.
html ), each with up to 10,000 connections to
other neurons, with the potential of perhaps 1,000
terabytes of data storage points, the work they do
becomes obvious. To put this in perspective, the
entire Library of Congress contains approximately
10 terabytes of data.
As you can see, HWA’s theory
that our brain may remember
everything that has happened to us
(“What Science Can’t Discover
About the Human Mind,” © 2013
Philadelphia Church of God) is
very likely possible.
Memories are developed in a
very complex and only partially
understood process. From the
same article above:
“Human memory is fundamentally associative,
meaning that a new piece of information is remembered better if it can be associated with previously
acquired knowledge that is already firmly anchored
in memory. The more personally meaningful the
association, the more effective the encoding and
consolidation. Elaborate processing that emphasizes meaning and associations that are familiar
tends to lead to improved recall. On the other
hand, information that a person finds difficult to
understand cannot be readily associated with
already acquired knowledge, and so will usually be
poorly remembered, and may even be remembered
in a distorted form due to the effort to comprehend its meaning and associations. For example,
given a list of words like ‘thread,’ ‘sewing,’ ‘haystack,’ ‘sharp,’ ‘point,’ ‘syringe,’ ‘pin,’ ‘pierce,’ ‘injec-

I

“

tion’ and ‘knitting,’ people often also (incorrectly)
remember the word ‘needle’ through a process of
association.”
I want you to focus on a couple of sentences
from this article. “The more personally meaningful
the association, the more effective the encoding
and consolidation.” Let’s call this note #1.
Next, “On the other hand, information that a
person finds difficult to understand cannot be
readily associated with already acquired knowledge
. . . and may even be remembered in a distorted
form due to the effort to comprehend its meaning
and associations.” Let’s call this note #2.
God intended us to bond with one person (Gen
2:24; Matt 19:4-6). God created sex to, among other
things, create this bond (1 Cor 7:2).
(The word in KJV fornication is
Strong’s G4202, meaning ‘harlotry,’ and constitutes an
entire gamut of sexual sins,
not strictly fornication as
taught incorrectly by HWA
and the offshoots of the
WCG.)
From the above verses,
and many others, it should
be abundantly clear that
God did not intend we run
around with no compunctions, ‘hooking up’ with anyone or anything of the opposite or same sex. Many psychologists, progressives, and the media have
been attempting to tell us this is the normal human
condition for decades.
What they haven’t been telling you is there is a
growing body of evidence the sexual act causes some
very deeply held memories to be formed in our brains.
See note #1 above. A very quick Google search gave
me the following list of articles on how these hormones listed above cause the emotions and sensations experienced during a sexual act to become encoded into our memories much more deeply than a
weekend fishing trip on the Gulf of Mexico.
h t t p : / / w w w. c h a r i s m a n e w s . c o m / o p i n ion/39405-science-proves-premarital-sex-rewiresthe-brain
http://people.howstuffworks.com/love7.htm
https://markturrell.wordpress.com/2012/
03/18/sex-and-the-brain-how-neuroscience-maysoon-change-all-our-relationships-6/
http://everyonelovessex.org/2013/06/sex-andglue-the-emotional-bond-of-a-physical-act/
Why is this important? Because we as humans
have known since Adam sex causes bonding be-

Our species has fooled ourselves into believing
Satan. You will not surly die.
Of course, we know the results. Husband walks
in and shoots wife and lover caught in the act.
Wife removes body part of cheating husband.
These are extreme but are nothing new, and, while
thankfully are somewhat rare, the emotionally
equivalent actions are very common.
We humans want to pretend it’s all because of
how we were ‘socialized.’ It’s all just holdover from
‘prudish Victorian morality.’ The facts are, our bodies are hardwired to respond to sex in a bonding
manner, so that, even if we
don’t particularly care for
the person we have engaged with, our brain has
bonded that memory into
the inner recesses of our
very being.
We can work to break
those bonds. We are sometimes successful. Which
creates even more trouble. God
calls it ‘searing our conscience’ (1
Tim 4:1-3). In my opinion (I
haven’t studied that far yet), we
can pretend we forget; we can pretend we don’t care, and pretend the
connection is gone. But, from what I have
read, what I have seen from others, and in my
own life, those memories are permanently
embedded into our character.
This brings us to note #2 above. I have studied
enough to know sexual activity is highly problematic for individuals who have not matured to a
point their psyche is able to understand or deal
with these intense sensations and emotions. I’m
referring to child sexual molestation. Note #2
above addresses this, and explains one of the reasons for the title of this article.
Premarital sex has two problems. One, it typically takes place before people are mature enough to
properly deal with this action. Granted, I’m working from experiences in North America. Here the
age of sexual activity has decreased precipitously
after World War 2. We now see the results of that
drop. People who are unable to properly commit to
relationships. Divorce has skyrocketed. Progressives will blame any number of causative factors.
However, one key point to look at is the acceptance
by the general public of premarital sexual activity. It
cannot be discounted as a major contributing factor.
Second, when immature minds are exposed to
the emotions and sensations they don’t possess
the full training to properly process, note #2 kicks
in. It directly tells us why this
is the cause for the emotional distress and heartache
inflicted on families where
one or both partners have
this kind of ‘emotional’ baggage they carry. From past
research I have to conclude
overcoming these impossible
to ignore traumatic (to the
unprepared) memories permanently ruins the emotional well-being of these poor people and anyone
emotionally linked to them.
So, to conclude, why is the misuse of sex bad?
Plain and simple, sex is the mental equivalent of
nuclear fusion power. A force that we have only
begun to understand and which, once released
from Pandora’s Box, is impossible to put back in.
Anyone who believes the media, the progressives,
or their Sex Education instructor, who said sex
with any and everyone is no different from seeing
a movie together, has told you one bold-faced lie.
Trust God. He made you. He knows what happens in your mind. He knows how you are designed,
and why you need to obey Him. “Cursed is the man
who trusts in man, and will lean his arm of flesh
upon him, while his heart departs from the Lord”
(Jeremiah 17:5, Logos Version).

Sex is most definitely not ‘free’
and there is a substantial price to
be paid for the misuse of it.
tween two people. We have also known we don’t
necessarily want that bonding to happen. Why?
Because we are selfish beings. Anything that causes us to be called into account to be responsible for
our actions is typically not pleasant to us, and we
work to avoid that responsibility.
Now, sexual acts, on the other hand, are pleasurable for the most part, unless something has happened per note #2 above. More on that in a
moment. So we have something we like, say ice
cream, but we know we need to be careful with it,
or we end up on “My 600 Pound Life” on TLC.
Overeating eventually shows up on our bodies,
and we have to admit we were gluttons; everybody
sees it. However, being a serially monogamous
individual, or even a full-fledged ‘whore dog,’ is not
so obvious, unless you come down with a disease.
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My WCG experience saddled me with a crisis of confidence
Continued from page 1

wondered how he knew. My memory
of the incident ends after that.
Ina Lou’s radio
When I was about 3, I remember
my mother and older sister, Ina Lou,
listening to The World Tomorrow
broadcasting on Ina Lou’s radio in the
living room. Dad came in and said a
few angry words about Herbert Armstrong. He then took the radio and
threw it on the floor, breaking it. Then
an argument broke out between my
mother and my dad.
Shortly thereafter, being tired of sitting, I started running around the room
while I was being ignored. I remember deliberately stepping on the broken radio whenever I got near it.
The next thing I remember is going
up to Ina Lou’s room to visit her the
next morning and finding she had that
radio on and was listening to it. I
asked her how she fixed the radio, and
she informed me just the cover was
broken. After removing it, everything
else still worked fine.
Going to church with Dad
In those preschool times I remember my dad trying to accommodate
my mother regarding her desire to
teach religion to us as kids. His
method of accommodating was to
take the family to Sunday services
presided over by a preacher he knew
from growing up in the ’20s and ’30s.
My mother told us we needed to go
with Dad, because doing so would eventually help us attend the true church, by
which she meant Herbert Armstrong’s
Radio Church of God (RCG).
We attended, with Orlin and me
making fun of the preacher at home,
and Mother finally decided it wasn’t
doing any good. She quit going, and
my dad steamed about her following
Herbert Armstrong, but he also quit
going himself.
First Feast
I remember when I was about 9
Mother trying to get us (for the first
time) to the Feast of Tabernacles. She
had plans to get us all to a bus station
on money provided by RCG donations, but Dad would have to drive us
to the bus station.

I remember telling my schoolteacher we would be gone about a
week, of learning how to pack for the
trip and of waiting patiently in the
early morning for
Dad to load us up
in the pickup.
Then he came in
and to my horror
said “You boys get
your books for
school and get
down to catch the
school bus.”
Although my
older brothers were
not that surprised
by his reaction, I
was virtually in
tears, having been
told by my mother
to have faith that
we would go.
When I went to Crockett Grabbe
school I had to answer questions of
more than 20 kids on why I was there
and not away on the Feast trip.
Four-year routine
The next spring I did not tell anyone about planning to go to Passover
and went with Mother to Big Sandy
by hitching a ride with another HWA
follower.

time ever and learned how to push
myself around with minimal falls.
Traveling there at subsequent Feasts
made things more familiar over time.
Orlin had an idea
When I was 13 we
got up in the wee
hours of the morning
to load up for attending the Feast of Tabernacles, then Dad got
up to stop the process.
He forced us to go
back to bed, but my
older brother Orlin
had a different idea. I
remember when I was
back in my bed going
to sleep Orlin was repacking a few items
into a smaller bag. He
left with a bag to
hitchhike down to
Big Sandy! (We lived
on a ranch near Silverton, Texas, in the panhandle.)
I remember Dad taking Lester and
me to school the next morning and
asking where Orlin was. Of course,
we did not know.
Apparently the journey was not easy
for Orlin (including being picked up by
a policeman who made a call to Mother), but he finally made it down there.

scholarship to a Texas state college
that already had low in-state tuition.
I worked hard to develop skills for
scholastic literary competitions, with
an eye toward competing and winning
college scholarships.
The views and alternate interests I
developed replaced the interest Mother had tried to inspire in me for AC.
I had already established that Ambassador College was not accredited and
could not use any scholarships I won.
My older brothers had discussions
with me, suggesting why AC was the
best option (after all, we were approaching HWA’s predicted 1972
tribulation), but I was not convinced.
I won state medals in high-school
competitions, including two gold
medals in Number Sense, a highspeed mental-math competition.
So I went to the University of Texas
(UT) on a four-year scholarship but
promised my mother to attend the
RCG (which became the Worldwide
Church of God in 1968) and its functions in San Antonio. I did that and
soon became converted to the church
and baptized.
Applying to attend AC
I became good friends with WCG
members who were UT students, several of whom had an interest in attending AC. That resulted in my develop-

When I was 13 we got up in the wee hours of
the morning to load up for attending the Feast of
Tabernacles, then Dad got up to stop the process.
This became a regular routine for
the next four years: Mother would tell
Dad about going away for a week.
Dad would respond with anger and
violence on her, and we would go to
Big Sandy; that is, until I was 13.
My first trip to Big Sandy left an
impression on me. It was 1960 and I
was 9. It seemed like a long trip to go
down there (about 500 miles). We
stayed in one of the booths and ate in
the dining hall in the red building
between sermons.
I went roller-skating for the first

Developing literary skills
In my teenage years I developed a
more-skeptical attitude to the RCG
and to Garner Ted Armstrong, who
was continually broadcasting on The
World Tomorrow.
My interest had developed in math
and science, and I saw through errors
Garner Ted made in his broadcasts
dealing with scientific topics. I also
lost the zeal Mother had tried to instill
in me for attending Ambassador College and took an interest in earning a

ing an interest in attending AC, and I
ended up applying for it.
However, AC had weight requirements then that I did not meet, and I
also did not get a good recommendation from San Antonio minister Roy
Holladay and so was never accepted.
I decided to get degrees from UT.
Unbeknownst to me the next year Mr.
Holladay gave me a great recommendation to AC, but I did not apply.
I graduated with my bachelor of
science in physics with highest honors
and special honors in physics.

Faith unresolved
I completed the thesis for my master’s degree at UT in the summer of
1973 and went out to Pasadena, Calif.,
to pursue a doctorate at Caltech. I figured that being near the church headquarters would help resolve my faith
in the WCG.
In fact it definitely did not. I
thought some of the sermons were so
wrong that within months I started
writing some of my thoughts for the
first time into a personal blog.
Orlin got kicked out of the Worldwide Church of God (WCG) at that
time. He had written an extensive letter to Mother about it, which he
shared with me. I started listening to
people who had left the WCG and
then learned of a large group of
churches in the East breaking away
under Ken Westby.
By 1975 I submitted my own resignation to the WCG.
Crisis of confidence
The experience left me with a crisis
of confidence. I had had faith for several years in the accuracy of the WCG
and now did not know what to believe.
One of the books I learned a lot
from was The Faith of a Heretic by
Walter Kaufmann, a professor of religion at Princeton.
I eventually became a humanist. I
completed my Ph.D. at Caltech in
1977, then had surgery and radiation
treatment for a pituitary tumor (my
“Ph.D. gift”).
The WCG experience was an instrumental part of my life, but it is not
now. I am still alive after seven surgeries because I left the WCG, while
an older sister (Ina Lou) and an older
brother (Carson) are dead, both from
refusing to have needed surgeries.
I have published all or part of 14
books (five of them for scientists and
nine for the general public) and well
in excess of 100 papers (about a quarter of them for the general public).
Three of my more-recent books are
available online at Amazon.com.
I hope to live on for several more
years, producing more books for
the general public. All of them can
be found linked from my website,
sealane.org.

Leaving church always about government, Mr. Armstrong said
Continued from page 3

The True Church doctrine is the
same way. Whatever the True Church
says has to be right because it is the
True Church.
Here was the thinking of a friend in
the old WCG when I asked him why
he quit keeping the Sabbath and
stayed with the new WCG.
“Long ago I proved that this is the
True Church,” he said.
“How did you prove that it was the
True Church?”
“Because they kept the commandments of God.”
“And why did you quit keeping the
commandments?”
“Because the True Church said to.”
Who says?
In both cases, that of the True
Peter—TP—and of the True Church—
TC—the focus is on who instead of
what. The emphasis is not whether the
Ten Commandments should be obeyed
or not but on who says whether they
should be obeyed or not.
Whatever the TP says has to be so.
Whatever the TC says has to be so.
What is said is less important than
who says it.
The TC is just an extension of the
TP. The True Peter does not reign over
a false church. The church he rules
obviously must be the True Church,
else he would be an FP.
Since the TP is the only one in the
church who can’t be wrong, his rule
over the church must be absolute and
papalistic. Others can have input, but,
if the TP doesn’t like their input, he
will put them out.

Many were. Many still are, with all
the new TPs.
Therefore the One True Church
doctrine is just an extension of the Petrine doctrine. It is the true organization that the True Peter uses to do his
true work.
Attempt to trace
Messrs. Dugger and Dodd of the
Church of God 7th Day wrote a book,
A History of the True Church, in
which they tried to trace Commandment-keeping Christians through the
last two millennia.
They applied the true church not to
one corporation but to people who followed true religion, in whatever different historical groups.
They considered themselves part of
the true church, but their congregations
were not under a central corporation.
They identified certain religious
leaders in history, but they did not believe that any man or any church had
infallibility.
Reasons for studying
HWA originally agreed that the
Church of God 7th Day was the True
Church but was the Sardis, or dead,
era. When he separated from that
group, he then taught that his church
was the Philadelphia era of the True
Church, and further that his was then
the One True Church.
HWA’s close associates gradually
proclaimed him as the modern-day
“apostle,” which was simply a variant
of the Petrine doctrine. They did not
openly proclaim the Petrine doctrine,
since that was part of the “false

church” of Rome, but they followed
the same thinking, publicly using the
term apostle instead of Peter or pope.
Since God raised “God’s apostle”
to do an end-time work, no one else
could set doctrine in the One True
Church. All doctrine was set by HWA.
The natural extension of that policy
was that you did not study the Bible
for doctrine, reproof and instruction in
righteousness. The Bible did not set
doctrine for you. HWA and the True
Church did.
You studied it only to back up what
the church and apostle said. You never
looked at the other side of what he said.
Turning over
I think it was at Tabernacles in Big
Sandy in 1984 when I heard HWA say
something like, “Brethren, we do have
a turnover problem.”
He went on to add, “I have always
said to prove what I say from the
Bible, but, once you have proven that
what I say is right, don’t keep checking us out.”
The people who were leaving, the
turnover problem, obviously kept
checking their Bibles, and that was a
problem.
A few years before that Feast I had
heard HWA, in the Big Sandy field
house, say something like, “When
anyone leaves the church, it’s always
about government.”
That stuck in my mind. I thought
people left because they disagreed over
the Feast calendar or over the Third
Commandment or some such doctrine.
I didn’t really grasp what he meant.
What he meant, of course, is that

anyone who left the church did not
accept HWA as the government of
God on earth. His belief was that in
his position, the Peter position, no one
had the right to disagree with him.
If you believed something different
from what he taught, the big point was
not the doctrinal difference itself, but
simply that you disagreed with the
government of God: him.
No one allowed
By the time I came to doctrinal
differences with the WCG, I understood its view on the government of
God. No one was allowed to disagree with HWA, because that was
rejecting the TP and the TC.
Therefore I did not try to show
them where they were wrong. I just
said CU later to the TP and his TC.
The doctrine of the One True
Church is just an extension of the Petrine doctrine. The TC is the corporate
realm of the TP. When I rejected the
TC, I also rejected the TP. When I
rejected the TP, I also rejected his TC.
Soon after I left the TC, the TP
died. Then the new TP, now head of
the old TC, made his ruling to forsake
the Ten Commandments. Many followed that, because they followed the
new TP and his TC. They were inextricably connected.
Always about government
In reality, HWA followed the same
path as the ancient Roman bishops, for
the same reason: to preserve unity in
the True Church, not unity under
Christ but unity under themselves under Christ.

“When anyone leaves the church,
it’s always about government,” HWA
said.
That was true. I left because I did
not accept him as the True Peter,
although I hadn’t heard that. I did not
believe that HWA was the government
of God on earth. Christ is.
COG people often say that the
WCG or HWA taught such and such,
as if that had divine authority.
Only those who are divine have
divine authority. Everyone and everything else must be checked against
that divine authority.
Christ’s followers look directly to
Him and the Bible, not to any religious leader or group, for doctrine, for
reproof, for instruction in righteousness. No one ever overrules God. Pentecost is always when God says it is,
and every other doctrine is what God
says it is.
Following only Christ and not a TP
leads to doctrinal chaos, the opposite
of dictatorial unity. But, in that chaos,
Christ can lead those who are His.
See through the chaos
Human organizations must have a
corporate structure with membership
rolls and some kind of hierarchical Peter power to control the people. By contrast, only Christ can lead a flock that
does not have that human organization.
And that’s the way He does it.
Only He can see through the chaos.
He knows who are His. His know who
He is.
“My sheep hear my voice, and I
know them, and they follow me”
(John 10:27, World English Bible).

16

THE JOURNAL

Notes and quotes
17 specialized Web sites
VALLEY SPRINGS, Calif.—
Alton “Don” Billingsley's articles
have appeared in each issue of
THE JOURNAL in the CONNECTIONS
section for several years now.
Readers
of Mr. Billingsley’s
articles may
not realize
he has many
specialized
websites,
and they’re
all accessible at cogff.com. They Don Billingsley
include the
following 17 (these are the
sites’ names, not their Web
addresses):
Church of God Faithful Flock;
The Ten Commandments; A
New World Ahead; Just What
Do You Mean . . . Born Again?;
A Watchman for the House of
Israel; Herbert W. Armstrong:
Apostle of God; Herbert W.
Armstrong: His Life and Work;
Pagan Holidays or God’s Holy
Days: Which?; The Lost Ten
Tribes of Israel; Prophetic
Events; The Restored Truths of
God; Which Day Is the Christian
Sabbath?; Church of God
Faithful Flock: Home School
Association; Three World Views:
Only One Is Going to Happen;
World News Bulletin; Body of
Christ Online; and Free Online
Bible Course.
Write Mr. Billingsley at
Church of God Faithful Flock,
P.O. Box 130, Valley Springs,
Calif. 95252, U.S.A. Or call
(209) 772-0737.

School for young Sabbathobserving Christians
OWOSSO, Mich.—Spring
Vale School has served
Sabbath-keeping students for
nearly 70 years, according to a
news release from the Church
of God Cincinnati, pastored by
Jim O’Brien.
Spring Vale also provides
online learning that can be used
as a virtual school curriculum or
in combination with homeschooling programs.
Spring Vale was founded in
1946 by members of the
Church of God 7th day.
Spring Vale is currently
enrolling students for the fall
2017, which starts in August.
For more information contact
Kelen Caswell at (989) 7252391. See also springvale.us.
Free books
AUBURNDALE, Fla.—Obie
Benton, who publishes a
magazine called The World to
Come, has available several
free books while supplies last.
They include What in the
World Do You People Think
You Are Doing?; The Most
Amazing Book You Will Ever
Read; What on Earth Is God
Doing?; Shadows of Things to
Come; A Royal Priesthood, a
Holy Nation; Seven Times
Around Jericho; So! You Want to
Be a Christian?; The Two
Witnesses of Revelation; The
Habakkuk Vision; A Radical
Proposition; and The Missing
Dimension in Human Education;
Vols. 1, 2 and 3.
Write Mr. Benton at P.O. Box
1635, Auburndale, Fla. 33823,
U.S.A.

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-4886603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

Can Jesus be fully human with no human father?
Continued from page 1

persons or otherwise-defined entities.
Rather, he said plainly, there are
“two Gods” and “Mr. Armstrong was
wrong about the God family. There is
no such thing.”
“Do you realize that makes you a
polytheist?” this writer asked the
UCG elder.”
“Yes,” the elder replied.
For the record, this writer for THE
JOURNAL no longer takes sides in the
nature-of-Jesus discussions.
This writer believes in God but also
believes that, because of the way the
Bible is written and has come down to
us, proponents of any of the four
views of God and Jesus mentioned in
this article (Trinitarian, Binitarian,
Unitarian and polytheistic) can reasonably cite Scripture to argue for
their preferred theories.
Speaking of doctrine
Speaking of doctrines and changing doctrine, Donald Ward, chairman
of the council of elders of the UCG,
and Victor Kubik, the UCG’s president, jointly signed a letter to elders
and other brethren dated June 28,
2017, dealing with the subject of
doctrine.
The letter speaks of “guarding
those precious truths that God has
revealed to us,” but also talks of the
importance of being willing to “grow
in grace and in knowledge” while
keeping in mind that “the Church of
God is the pillar and ground of the
truth (1 Timothy 3:15).”
The letter mentions that some UCG
congregations have become lax about
policing sermons that appear on the
congregations’ local websites.
“Some few,” note Dr. Ward and Mr.
Kubik, “do not properly reflect the official doctrines of the church.”
Therefore, they say, it’s good to be
reminded of the “process necessary”
for changing official doctrines of the
United Church of God.
The letter then outlines a compli-
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Yes, there’s a catch. THE JOURNAL is a private
business and must charge for subscriptions and
advertising. However, generous JOURNAL readers
have made donations to pay for subscriptions
for would-be readers who cannot afford the
subscription price.
So, if you’re between jobs or on a low fixed
income or for whatever reason cannot afford
a subscription to THE JOURNAL, you are invited to request
a free subscription. Just send us your name and address. Write THE
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cated procedure by which elders and
other members may petition the
church leadership to change doctrines
they believe are incorrect.
The letter also admonishes that any
submitter of a proposed doctrinal
change must not “be teaching his suggested changes” unless the paper is
ultimately approved by the 12-man

STRONG CONVICTIONS—The nature
of God and Jesus can be a touchy subject.
The Protestant reformer John Calvin felt
so strongly, for example, about the Trinity
that he had Michael Servetus burned at
the stake (above). Mr. Servetus just wouldn’t
shut up about his one-God and anti-Trinity
beliefs so the famous theologian Mr. Calvin had to do something. Mr. Servetus met
his fiery end in 1553. See the article about
the UCG’s approach to the nature of God
and Jesus beginning on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.

council of elders and the general conference of elders.
The latter is made up of the several
hundred ordained (by either the old
WCG or the newer UCG) elders of
the church.
To indulge in such unapproved
teaching and preaching “creates confusion and division,” Dr. Ward and
Mr. Kubik wrote.

Just what do you mean Jesus?
A special E-mailing that went out
to elders and other members in June
included the UCG’s booklet called
Who Was Jesus?
The booklet affirms the validity of
the view held by Mr. Armstrong, that
God is a family with two beings in it.
It also affirms that, though “more than
simply human,” Jesus was “human in
the fullest sense.”
Some critics of the Trinity and Binity beliefs have commented on the
concept that Jesus is fully human by
asking:
How can anyone be fully human
who has no human father? Surely
having a human father, as well as a
human mother, is a necessary part of
the definition of being fully human.
Notably, Ken Westby dealt with this
problem in a novel way in the last years
of his life (he died in December 2016).
He concluded that Jesus did have
a human father, Joseph, but that God
supernaturally implanted a sperm
cell from Joseph to unite with the egg
of Mary.
So Mary was indeed a virgin but
carried the fetus that became the man
Jesus that was provided, in this case
unconsciously apparently, by her husband, Joseph.
How to research two of
the theories
THE JOURNAL has published much
about the nature of God and Jesus
over the years including reports on
Mr. Westby’s annual one-God conferences (which ended in 2015).
For the generally accepted Church
of God view, contact the UCG at
ucg.org and request the Who Was
Jesus? booklet.
For the one-God—that is, Unitarian—view, go to godward.org or purchase Sir Anthony Buzzard’s book
The Doctrine of the Trinity: Christianity’s Self-Inflicted Wound at amazon.com and other booksellers.

Act justly, love mercy, walk humbly, and camp
The writer is a cofounder of Camp
Vine and attends the Church of God
Big Sandy.
By Clay Forrestier
INDALE, Texas—This year
Camp Vine was pleased to welcome 30 participants from
around the United States for its
annual summer
youth camp July
26-30, 2017.
Deep in the
Piney Woods of
East Texas at the
Timberline
camp facility
near Lindale,
campers were
treated to all the Clay Forrestier
recreational
activities that camps should offer like
canoeing, archery, rifles, skeet shooting, paintball and zip line.
However, Camp Vine, sponsored
for the third year in a row by the

L
Free subscriptions to

Issue No. 196 (June 30, 2017)

Church of God Big Sandy, always
strives to provide more fun experiences to its campers, such as an opening-night glow-in-the-dark pool party
or midcamp fun-in-the-sun games
like slip-and-slide kickball.
This year the camp’s organizers were
pleased to offer two full hours of lateafternoon laser tag through Power Laser
Tag (of Jacksonville, Texas), whose
personnel came out to suit up campers
with the coolest gear and guide them
through tactical laser games.
As always, Camp Vine, whose
name is a reference to John 15:3,
ended the week with a lively dance
complete with a laser-light extravaganza, deejayed by WeBeRocKn Entertainment, a family-friendly deejay
service based in Longview, Texas.
Through all the fun that Camp
Vine offers, the main goal is to inspire
campers to grow their personal relationships with God and leave with a
deeper understanding of His Word.
This year’s theme was “Justice,
Mercy and Humility,” based on Mi-

cah 6:8: “He has shown you, O man,
what is good. And what does the Lord
require of you? To act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God.”
Camp counselors provided workbooks to help guide campers through
personal Bible study, full Bible study
and small-group discussions each full
day of the camp, to delve deeper into
the concepts of justice, mercy and
humility.
All in all, this year’s Camp Vine
summer program can be described
only as the best year yet.
For information on—or to inquire
about making donations to help support—this youth ministry, please follow us on Facebook (facebook.
com/vinesummercamp) or on Instagram (@camp_vine).
Or E-mail the Church of God Big
Sandy by filling out the contact form
at churchofgodbigsandy.com.
See a photo of Camp Vine campers
on page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
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