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Pastor Boyne celebrating 30
years of his Profile program
This article is based on a report
that appeared at jis.gov.jm and is published here by permission. It is updated here with Church of God readers in
mind.
Besides enjoying media-celebrity
status in the island nation of Jamaica,
Mr. Boyne is regional pastor for Jamaica of the Texas-based Church of
God International.
By Alecia Smith
INGSTON, Jamaica—For 30
years he has inspired the
nation of Jamaica as he shares
remarkable stories of adversity, triumph, resilience and excellence.
Through his personality-interview
television program Profile, aired on
Television Jamaica (TVJ) each Sunday, veteran journalist Ian Boyne has
captivated the attention of his audience
with riveting tales of successful people
who have risen to the top of their fields
in spite of incredible odds.
With his probing and incisive interview style, Mr. Boyne has skillfully
unveiled the raw, real-life stories of
his countless guests from all spheres,
who have ranged from prime ministers, sporting sensations, international
icons, movie stars, scholars and business leaders to ordinary Jamaicans.
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A profile of popularity
Few television programs have had
the resounding impact as has Profile,
which is the longest-running nonseasonal show on local airwaves and one

of the longest internationally.
It has earned the reputation of an
institution that stands ably on its own
and is a particular brand of positive
journalism that is yet to be matched
on the Jamaican media landscape.
Many stand in awe of the yeoman
task this media stalwart has undertaken
since he was in his 20s when he set out
to “make a difference in the lives of
people,” as he revealed in one interview.
Among the throng of individuals
whose lives have been touched by the
show is Prime Minister Andrew Holness, who noted that Profile has had a
“profound impact” on a generation,
including himself, sharing that he has
been an avid viewer of the show since
he began tuning in at age 14.
The prime minister said it was
admirable that Profile, which he said
represents “the power of good journalism,” is going strong after 30 years
when, internationally, successful programs rarely pass 25 years.
He pointed, for example, to The Tonight Show Starring Johnny Carson,
which ended at 30 years, and Larry
King Live and The Oprah Winfrey
Show, which both ended after 25 years.
“The longevity of this program
Sunday after Sunday . . . confirms that
people are discerning and we can
combat negative information with
positive information,” Mr. Holness
said as he joined in the shower of
accolades from well-wishers, family
and friends who gathered at the resiSee PRIME MINISTER SAYS, page 15

Hot on our heels: Another AC
reunion in the making for 2017

J

ust months after the big reunion
in Las Vegas of AC students
who attended all three campuses, another AC reunion, also for all
three campuses, but focusing mainly
on Big Sandy, is planned for July 79, 2017, in Dallas, Texas.
Tiffany Hill Lowe and Rachel
Fisher Purington both attended AC
(by then it was called Ambassador
University) in the last year of the
school’s existence, 1996-97.
The new reunion’s website is ambassadorhomecomi.wixsite.com and
states in part that the reunion will
include a tour of the former campus
at Big Sandy, about 100 miles east
of Dallas.
Reunion events will also include
a “mixer” at 6 p.m. in the reunion
hotel, the Crowne Plaza Hotel near
downtown.

The next day, Saturday, July 8,
will feature a “chorale get-together”
for any attending former members of
the AC/AU student singing groups.
“This will include a buffet-style
dinner, cash bar and dancing to a
live D.J.” and is open to all reunion
attendees.
Other activities, say Ms. Lowe
and Ms. Purington, are planned and
will be announced.
The Dallas reunion is open to all
former AC/AU students from all
three campuses and all years, from
1947 through 1997.
Jean Updegraff, one of the organizers of the recent AC reunion in Las
Vegas, said that Las Vegas organizers “Bob [Gerringer] and I and Tom
[Williams] want to help this new
group and event in any way we can.”

PHILADELPHIA JET—Reports on Facebook and elsewhere on the Internet are announcing that Gerald Flurry’s Philadelphia Church of God, based in Edmond, Okla., has
acquired a Gulfstream G450 jet plane. For more information write Mr. Flurry and the
PCG at letters@pcog.org. [Photo from PCG Facebook page]

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast listings

T
Bricket Wood friends
AC REUNION IN LAS VEGAS—An unusual reunion involving former students of all
three campuses of Ambassador College/University took place at a hotel in Las Vegas,
Nev., beginning March 12, 2017. The above ladies all attended classes on the Bricket
Wood, England, campus in the 1960s and ’70s. They are (from left) Jacky Harrison,
Dawn Day Davies and June Harrison. All three currently live in British Columbia,
Canada. See many more photos from the Las Vegas reunion on page 4 of this issue
of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

HE JOURNAL plans to continue listing contact information, locations and dates of
Feast of Tabernacles observances
for 2017 in next month’s issue.
If you haven't already, you're invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or
info@thejournal.org. Or fax it tollfree to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
Many observances this year will
fall from Oct. 4 through Oct. 12.
The Feast is eight full days, counting the last day, but falls on nine
days or partial days on the Gregorian calendar.
See this issue’s list on page 14.

Attendees say reunion of three AC campuses
worth the wait; organizers say that’s all, folks
By Dixon Cartwright
AS VEGAS, Nev.—They came
from 46 U.S. states and 11
countries. A few were octogenerians who hadn’t seen each other
since they were teenagers.
Finally the dreams of the dozen or so
organizers and 273 attendees were realized when registration began in the
hospitality room of the Orleans Hotel
here on March 12, 2017, for the kickoff
of the first all-campus Ambassador
College reunion.
Quite a few reunions had occurred
over the years, in California, England
and Texas. But only one boasted organizers who were ambitious enough
to officially include former students
from Pasadena, Bricket Wood and Big
Sandy: all three campuses of Ambassador College/University.
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Why not Pasadena?
The organizers of the Las Vegas
reunion had considered scheduling it
for Pasadena but chose Las Vegas for
several reasons including economic.
For example, the hotel rooms in the

Nevada city are 60 percent less expensive than the rates at the Hilton Pasadena Hotel.
The first of the three Ambassador
College campuses opened in 1947 in
Pasadena. The last, in Big Sandy,
closed in 1997.
In 1994, before Big Sandy closed, it
achieved long-sought regional accreditation and changed its name to Ambassador University.
The activities in Las Vegas included
visiting old friends, two sit-down
meals, tours of attractions including the
Hoover Dam, and a live show featuring
reminiscences, jokes and music by
members of the combined Ambassador
College Chorales from all three campuses who happened to be present for
the reunion, and a hospitality room that
was open every day.
Reunion organizers included Bob
Gerringer, Tom Williams, Clarke Hockwald, Robin Connelly, Kathy Mathews
Zimmerman, Cledice Decker (who, for
health reasons, could not attend),
Eileen McKinley, Jean Ehlert Updegraff and Carol Stephenson Taylor. The

Las Vegas organizers say they probably
will not be involved in future reunions
but are happy to advise any future
organizers.
Reopening and reclosing
The Texas campus of AC officially
began in 1964, after AC had begun in
Pasadena in 1947.
The Bricket Wood, England, version
of AC began in 1960. Pasadena closed
as a college campus in 1990, Bricket
Wood in 1974 and Big Sandy in 1977.
Big Sandy reopened in 1981 and reclosed in 1997.
The Texas campus of Imperial
Schools closed in 1974. The university
closed in 1997. The new owners of the
church and university, Joseph Tkach Jr.
and associates, sold the property in
about 2000. It is now home of the International ALERT [Air Land Emergency
Resource Team] Academy, founded by
the Institute for Basic Life Principles,
founded by Bill Gothard and based in
Oak Brook, Ill.
For photos from the Las Vegas
reunion, see pages 1 and 4 of this issue.

UNC authorizes LU associate’s degree

C

HARLOTTE, N.C.—The
University of North Carolina
on March 3, 2017, authorized
the Living Church of God’s Living
University (LU) to
offer and grant an online associate-of-arts
degree and expand
its bachelor’s-degree
program with minors
in business and communications.
LU’s media contact Scott Winnail Michael Germano
quoted LU president
Michael Germano as saying the degrees are primarily for online students, but LU has on-campus stu-

dents as well, from the cities of Mint
Hill, Matthews and Charlotte.
Mr. Winnail reported that LU submitted an extensive application to the
UNC general administration for approval demonstrating its compliance
with the statutory standards set forth
for licensing.
Examiners were appointed to
review the application. Their report
included 15 recommendations and
three suggestions concerning the proposed degree program and courses.
Upon review of the examiners’
report and LU’s response to the recommendations and suggestions,the UNC
general administration staff found that
its recommendations had been satis-

factorily addressed and recommended
that Living University be licensed to
offer the degree programs requested.
President Germano noted that the
granting of a license is not accreditation. The UNC administration does
not accredit institutions but grants
licenses pursuant to North Carolina
general statutes.
The new programs are in addition
to LU’s authorization to offer the
degrees of associate of theology and
bachelor of theology.
Classes leading to the AA degree
will begin in the fall of 2017. For
information contact Michelle Broussard at mbroussard@livinguniv.com
or (704) 708-2294 or livinguniv.com.
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Letters from our readers
Starving if necessary
ll is gong well here in Kenya.
Quite busy as usual. Yesterday
I visited the home of one of our
young widows. Her husband died
from pneumonia, and she is living in a
small mud hut with her four children.
She wasn’t home at the time I visited
(she was out looking for some small
job to make some money.)
I found her oldest son (age 16)
home. He was digging in the garden,
weeding his maize and planting. He
invited me in the house for tea. The
tea was what Mom had made the family for breakfast.
As I looked around the small hut I
saw no food. Questioning the son, I
asked what the family ate for breakfast.
Tea, he replied, just tea.
I asked if they had any food at all.
He showed me a handful of sweet
potatoes and said that was what Mom
has been making them for supper each
night.
I asked where are your siblings.
In school, he replied.
I asked who paid the school fees.
Mom, he said. The little money this
widow makes she divides up between
food and school fees.
All of our Kenyan brethren feel it is
so important for their children to attend
school that they’re willing to starve if
necessary to keep them in school.
This is a typical story among many
of our brethren here in this impoverished country. Thanks to those of you
who are assisting, I was able to go to
the market and purchase them 25K of
rice, flour and cooking oil. Also gave
them some additional vegetable seeds.
Bill Goff
A Voice in the Wilderness
Kenya Hands of Hope
www.vwcog.org/Update.htm
Hacksaw Ridge
Particularly pleased to the see the
review of Hacksaw Ridge [by Richard
Griffiths in issue No. 191, dated Jan.
31, 2017] with all that additional
worthwhile history.
Jeffrey Caldwell
j.a.caldwell71@gmail.com
Walnut Creek, Calif.
Jubilee ’19
I pray this wee note finds all is well
with you and yours.
Oct. 14-21, 2019, will mark the
50th year Penticton, B.C., Canada, has
hosted the Feast of Tabernacles.
It all began in December 1968 with
Herbert W. Armstrong flying in to
give his stamp of approval, and the
rest has been history in the making.
See http://tinyurl.com/hwa69 for a
PDF of The Good News that announced the new site.
COGs including the WCG, LCG,
CBCG, CEG, UCG, and CGI have celebrated Penticton’s uniqueness and
beauty. Bronson James, Bill Watson,
Mike James and Jeff Reed have all spoken here, as have Dave Register, Darris
McNeely, Norbert Link and more.
From “the world’s largest tent”
holding thousands to several COGs in
the same year, Almighty God’s name
has excitedly been praised and glorified in Penticton.
I would like to serve as catalyst or
facilitator in developing a 2019 Jubilee Feast of Tabernacles and welcome
feedback.
In my fertile mind I see unlimited
potential, but fully realize God is the
ultimate Master Potter.
A small advisory group of likeminded COGs is a must. I am brainstorming and compiling a list of who I
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believe may be like-minded enough to
become involved.
James Ludvigson
4wheelinjames@gmail.com
Penticton, B.C., Canada
Many Thanks
Many thanks to you for the continued Christian love and assistance and
fraternal support in the Lord. Thank you
for the copy of the precious newspaper.
Last week on 28 February I received THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD issue No. 191 (Jan.
31, 2017).
I am most grateful to you for all immeasurable loving support with all your
huge kindness in sending all this precious Bible-based literature Thank you
so much for all your immeasurable kindness and support in the Lord. Please
keep my name on your mailing list.
Timothy Temilola
Ibadan, Nigeria
To agree or not to agree
I have been studying a book, 101
Myths of the Bible: How Ancient
Scribes Invented Biblical History. The
writer is Gary Greenburg, president of
the Biblical Archaeology Society of
New York.
Although his conclusions are weak
at times, his scholarship overall is

As I see it, in so doing
they not only made the
patriarchs and others look
bad, they made God
seem to endorse the
conduct.
The negative message to women as to
their value, suggested
behavior and what they
should be willing to tolerate
are more than I want to get
into here.
Let me give you just one
example from Gary’s book.
We have Abraham seeing it
as proper for his wife to become someone else’s concubine to save his own
skin. Abraham even does this two times.
Then some 50 or so years later his
son does the same thing in apparently
one of the same places, and the king
has the same name, Abimelech.
Genesis 26:8 says Abimelech was
king of the Philistines. Archaeologists
tell us the Philistines did not live there
in the time of Abraham. Are we looking
at actual history or something else here?
We also see this same process of
degrading the status of women attempted in the New Testament with
the story of the woman taken adultery
in the Gospel of John (John 8). Any
scholar will tell you this story was not
originally in the Gospel of John.
This story makes it appear Jesus
did not see anything wrong with the
man’s conduct and only the woman
had sinned. The story fits in well with
some people’s religious concepts, and
they will tell us it is likely a true story
and should be in Scripture.
When we see stories in the Bible
that seem to make women more responsible, expendable and accountable than men in God’s sight, we
might do well to look at lot deeper.
From the concept most seem to
have of what the Word of God is, it

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

Nothing but
We want to extend heartfelt and
joyous congratulations to you for
completing 20 years of THE JOURNAL
during this momentous era of recent
church history.
It is unfathomable to reflect on the
thousands of readers of THE JOURNAL
who have been strengthened spiritually
and fortified to withstand false teaching
in their journey toward a safe harbor.
It is very apparent that your emphasis has been on three things: the truth,
the truth and the truth!
Thank you for your labor of love
for lo these many years. God bless
you and richly in all future endeavors.
John and Sandy Gudeman
Wildwood, Mo.
Bride of Christ’s wedding
When our Savior, Jesus Christ,
returns to this earth, the resurrection
of the saints, the firstborn, will take
place of all those true Christians who
have died, and those living will also
convert into a new spiritual existence.
We know this incredible event will
soon be followed by our wedding to

‘Oct. 14-21, 2019, will mark the 50th year Penticton, B.C.,
Canada, has hosted the Feast of Tabernacles.’
breathtaking. As most understand, it is
not unusual to have weak scholarship
in biblical interpretations because of
the nature of the evidence.
At least we believe this is true with
those who do not agree with us.
When John says, “Truth came by
Jesus Christ,” Gary gives new meaning
to this statement. If you read the book
you may conclude, as I did, that the
only beginning that is important to a
Christian is the beginning of the gospel.
If you are not willing to accept
some things and books in the Bible to
be far more important than others are,
you should not read this book. It surely does challenge the traditional Protestant understanding of Old Testament history and the Protestant theory
of what the Word of God is.
I read the book in my quest to get
my priorities right and my Bible
understanding enhanced. It apparently
is as James says: Our mouth is our
worst enemy. This would include all
of our communications, including the
written Word.
The one thing that shocked me
most in the book was how scribes put
in stories that made wives and women
seem to be nothing better than comedies or commodities.

may be hard to accept that God would
allow fictional stories to be inserted
into Scripture. It may be God allowed
this so that our faith would be in Him
and not in the inerrancy of Scripture.
Paul tells us in Galatians 3:19:
“Wherefore then serveth the law? It
was added because of transgressions.”
In other words, transgressions came
before a law was given.
With this thought in mind look at
Revelation 22:18:
“For I testify unto every man that
heareth the words of the prophecy of
this book, if any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him the
plagues that are written in this book.”
Possibly John realized things had
been added to the versions of the
Scriptures he had.
We might conclude from the respect Jesus showed women that He
realized the Old Testament scriptures
are embellished against women.
In our search for truth we sometimes go in some uncomfortable and
suppressing directions. As I see this
information, it seems to simplify my
priorities.
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

Please notice

iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay, cartoon or other feature in
THE JOURNAL are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and
should not be viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor
do they necessarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and features are presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters
and articles of response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.

the Prince of Peace and by the wedding supper.
The knowledge of where, how and
when these events will take place is
relatively new to the Church of God.
It is obvious that the Heavenly Father
will perform the ceremony, and also
that He will come to the earth only
when all human existence has ceased.
Don Edward Davis (LCG)
Myrtle Creek, Ore.
ISIS says Paul a treacherous Jew
In the latest issue of its English-language magazine Dabiq (as reported at
breitbart.com), the Islamic State calls
on Christians to abandon Christianity,
arguing that Jesus himself was a slave
of Allah who will “wage jihad” upon
returning to earth.
The 15th issue of the magazine,
titled “Break the Cross,” is dedicated
to convincing Christians that Jesus
was a prophet of Allah, was never crucified and most of the New Testament
is a perversion of Jesus’ story orchestrated by St. Paul, a “criminal”
“treacherous Jew” who gave up massacring Christians in order to subvert
the religion from the inside.
Its articles strive to depict Christianity as a pagan religion based on a
false Jesus, arguing that the only true
Jesus is the prophet of Islam.
Greg Jandrt
Weston, Wis.
Good job, Robert
Responding to a letter from Robert
Macdonald:
Robert has come to understand a
truth regarding the Churches of God
that the COGs will not accept. The
COGs to one degree or another believe they are of the seven churches
(the lampstand) and therefore are of
the true church.
But is that the truth?

mail to one of these addresses (when
ordering from the U.S. address, please
remit in U.S. funds):
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
org. (See subscription prices above.)
THE JOURNAL, c/o Lewis McCann, 24
Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

If one accepts Scripture as truth,
then he should acknowledge that the
COGs are not. Note the following
Scriptures:
There were two churches in the
1st century: those of the “church of
the called” and those of the “church of
the chosen.”
Jesus Christ established the church
of the chosen, which is the true church:
in other words, those who remained
faithful to Him. They were in the small
minority.
Christ told his few chosen ones:
“Where I am, there will you be also”
(John 14:3). Where is He? Symbolically He entered into the Holiest, the
inner room of the Tabernacle.
Therefore, His chosen entered
the Holy of Holies after Him, since
they were of the true church. The true
church is the inner room.
The seven churches of Revelation
2-3 are represented by the lampstand.
But the lampstand is located in the
Holy Place, the “outer room.” So how
can they be of the chosen who entered
the Holiest, the Holy of Holies?
Today the called-out ones (of the
lampstand/seven churches) believe
they have eternal life because they
think they have been chosen.
The above shows differently. They
are like the Pharisees, who believed
they had eternal life (John 5:39). The
Pharisees ruled over the congregation
then, and the ordained ministers (for
the most part) rule over the congregation today.
The churches of the lampstand
number seven. The true church numbers one.
Good job, Robert.
Ray E. Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net
Lincoln, N.D.
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Columns and commentary

Work through our divisions toward godly love
The writer and his wife attend
congregations in North Texas. Mr.
Skaggs’ parents started their studies
of the Bible in the 1930s. He kept
his 58th Feast of Tabernacles in
2016. Write Mr. Skaggs at marcus.
skaggs@aol.com.
By Marcus Skaggs
ONEY GROVE, Texas—Hebrews 10:24-25 is not about
being at church each week and
sitting and listening to someone standing at a lectern.
Not that either is bad, but we need
to really take a
look at these two
verses and see
what they really
say to us:
“And let us
consider one another in order to
stir up love and
good works, not
forsaking the assembling of our- Marcus Skaggs
selves together,
as is the manner of some, but exhorting
one another, and so much the more as
you see the day approaching.”
What is the Hebrews writer saying?
Let us begin with who the writer is
speaking to. He’s writing to Hebrew
members of the church in the 1st century, and the letter was preserved for
future members such as us in these
modern times.

H

Stop to consider
Verse 34 begins with “let us consider one another.” We should consider
one another, think about each other,
think about the other members of
God’s church.
Consider means turning over in one’s
mind. Similar words include acknowledge, contemplate, deal with, favor.
Why should we consider? In order to

stir up love. If we think of and show
favor to others in an effort to stir up love,
our thoughts will be for their welfare.
Love keeps showing up in Scriptures: “If you love Me you will keep My
commandments.” Love shows up in instructions Jesus had for His disciples
after His last Passover meal with them:
“By this all will know that you are
My disciples, if you have love for one
another” (John 13:35).
The evidence builds that we must
have concern (love) for other members of the Body of Christ if we want
to be His disciples.

able to encourage you.
Sometimes encouragement is just
having someone to listen while you
confess your discouragement. Remember that exhortation is a two-way
street. One takes, the other receives.
The division, the “splits,” of the
churches divides families, separates
supposedly close friends. When we go
to church nowadays we see some of
our brethren, but some are not with us
because they are meeting in a different
building maybe only a mile away.
So how can we exhort and encourage
each other if we are not all together?

Love is also a verb
Love is not just mental. Love is
action, love is doing for others “and
good works.” To love is to see that
others’ needs are met.
Do they have the food, clothing and
shelter they need? Can we assist them
if they are in need?
Providing assistance is a form of
good works. It is a way whereby we
can spend time with members of the
Body and not forsake “the assembling
of ourselves together.”
How will we know what someone
may need if we don’t meet with him?
How many of us are too proud to tell
someone we are hungry, we need food?
If we spend time with someone, we are
in a better position to see his needs.

Satan is on the job
Something is wrong. Satan is succeeding while we are failing in our job
to love one another. Satan is in control
of keeping us separated.
Did you notice nothing is typically
mentioned in Scripture about the importance of sitting and listening to
someone standing at a lectern preaching? The focus is on what we as members are to do for each other.
I’m not saying we don’t need to be
taught, and it is our tradition that our
teachers stand at a lectern.

See you in church, brother
Where is a good place we can regularly see our other brethren? How
about weekly Sabbath services?
We must be beware of failing to
meet together. Why are we not meeting with the brethren attending the
other church, the one that meets a
short distance away with members we
used to meet with?
Have you ever been to church while
you were discouraged? I hope a brother or sister saw your need and was

Leadership lacks
In another article I addressed the
issue that a lack of love by the churches’ leadership causes splits in the
Churches of God.
Not all the blame falls on our leaders. Some falls on us. So my question
now is: How are you doing at properly loving your brothers and sisters in
Christ? I ask myself the same question: How am I doing?
I don’t have all the answers. I don’t
know what I can do to get us back together. I must look to God for direction
as I seek to reach out anywhere I can.
Let’s seek God’s direction in our
efforts to develop godly love for one
another so we can be His disciples.

Think about lessons concerning leaven
The writer is pastor of the Church
of God Big Sandy and a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—Recently
many people celebrated various
events dealing with the suffering, death and resurrection of Christ.
Here is a quick summary.
On Sunday, April 9, 2017, people
commemorated (either with a congregation or in their home) the suffering
and death of our Lord and Savior—on
a date representing the night that He
was betrayed. They partook of the
New Testament symbols in remembrance of Christ.
On Monday, April 10, at 3 p.m.
people privately in their homes commemorated the death of Christ—on a
date representing the moment when
He died on the cross.
On Thursday evening, April 13,
people privately in their homes commemorated the resurrection of Christ
—on a date representing three days
and three nights following the date
picturing His death.
From Tuesday, April 11, to Monday, April 17, people observed the
Feast of Unleavened Bread.
Many made modifications to their
lifestyle during the entire seven days.
Many eschewed leavened foods and
made a special effort to eat some
unleavened bread each day.
More important, many made a conscious effort to resist sinful behavior
and to practice righteous behavior.
People could ask: What are the
leavening lessons associated with the
Days of Unleavened Bread?

B

Old Testament lesson
Bible students have learned that
there are two lessons in the Bible

about the Days of Unleavened Bread
and leavening.
The Old Testament lesson was
about “getting out in haste.”
Consider the following Old Testament verses: Exodus 12:11; Exodus
12:34; Exodus 12:39; and Deuteronomy 16:3.
How did this lesson apply
to New Testament disciples?
Consider reading Christ’s
words in Luke 17:31-36—
which applied directly to
the coming destruction
of Jerusalem in A.D. 70
and had some later
application to disciples
in later times.
New Testament lesson
The New Testament lesson was
taught by the apostle Paul.
Paul’s lesson was about leaven
picturing sin.
(For the record, Christ taught contrasting metaphors about leaven. Christ
gave a parable in Matthew 13:33
about leaven being a good thing and
gave a metaphor in Matthew 16:6-12
about leaven being a bad thing.)
Paul emphasized the metaphor of
leaven as sin (1 Corinthians 5:1-8 and
Galatians 5:1-9).
Saved by grace
I want to encourage all readers of
this article to understand the proper
order of using the metaphor of leaven
picturing sin.
Disciples are saved by grace
(Ephesians 2:8-9 and Titus 3:4-7).
Because disciples are saved by
grace, they should seek to put sin out
of their lives (Ephesians 2:10 and
Titus 3:8).
I know that lesson should be obvious.
But some people become confused

and tend to use the leaven metaphor
backwards—in a way to subconsciously influence them to seek to earn
salvation.
Truly unleavened
Notice three phrases from 1 Corinthians 5:7.
Purge out the old leaven that you
may be a new lump.
Purge out the old leaven . . . since you truly
are unleavened.
“For indeed Christ,
our Passover, was sacrificed for us.”
Does anyone really believe that a person’s worthiness is established by having the
least leaven in his kitchen, dining
area, children’s rooms, car or trunk?
Many people say: I know that worthiness is not evaluated based on our
success in getting every crumb out,
but God wants us to make the effort to
learn the lessons.
My answer: And, pray tell, what
lesson is that? Do you really believe
that worthiness is evaluated on the
effort to remove sin?
Reaction to grace
I have friends who use the leaven
lessons as an effective tool in their
Christian walk. They certainly know
that the spiritual lesson is greater. But
they also do a physical part merely as
an effective reminder.
The Days of Unleavened Bread are
a tremendous reminder about wanting
to show appreciation to God.
God gave you physical life. How
will you behave?
God gave you His name. How
will you represent the family?
God is giving you spiritual life.
How will you thank Him?

“I became a minister because I attend church
every Sabbath anyway, and I’d rather stand up
and yell than sit down and listen.”

Learn from the story of
Boaz, Ruth and redemption
Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have been
members of God’s church since 1975.

vorced her. In the Bible a nation is
typified as a woman (Isaiah 61:1011; 62:1-7). The church is masculine, the Body of Christ (Ephesians
By Kathleen McCann
2:15; 4:13).
ILTON KEYNES, En“The LORD said also to me in the
gland—This is the first of days of Josiah the king: ‘Have you
two essays examining the seen what backsliding Israel has
question of who the bride of Christ done? She has gone up on every
is, considering whom Jehovah (the high mountain and under every
God of the Old Testament, Messiah) green tree, and there played the harwas married to
lot. And I said, after she had done all
initially and
these things, ‘Return to Me.’
how He came
“But she did not return. And her
to be divorced
treacherous sister Judah saw it. Then
from His wife
I saw that for all the causes for which
and eventually
backsliding Israel had committed
the marriage
adultery, I had put her away and
was terminated
given her a certificate of divorce; yet
by His death.
her treacherous sister Judah did not
This article
fear, but went and played the harlot
explains the
also” (Jeremiah 3:6-13).
story of Boaz Kathleen McCann
The time of Josiah king of Judah
and Ruth and
was 640-609 B.C., when Jeremiah
what is meant by redemption in was writing. Ancient Israel, the
this case.
northern tribes, had gone into exile
The second will consider national finally in 721, but Judah still existed
Israel today, the church today as the as a nation with a king of the DaBody of Christ, the new marriage vidic line.
covenant and then look to the new
One point that especially needs to
heaven, new earth, New Jerusalem be made here:
and ultimate bride of Christ.
Nowadays when we think of
divorce, we assume the complete
The marriage
termination of the marriage, but in
How many men have stood be- ancient Israel divorce signified that
fore a minister, priest or other autho- the wife was dismissed from the
rized official giving vows to marry marital home and sent back to her
himself?
own people.
If that is a riddle or a silly quesThe marriage was not terminated,
tion, consider this: Where did Chris- and the wife was not free to marry
tianity get the idea that Christ would someone else unless the husband died.
marry the church?
“They say, ‘If a man divorces his
This question will be addressed in wife, and she goes from him and
a future essay, under the heading becomes another man’s, may he
“The Church.”
return to her
The question
again?’”
It was in Israel’s interest to be
of the riddle
(Jeremiah
will be ad- widowed and no longer bound to 3:1).
dressed later
This scripher first husband rather than
in this first
ture
refers to
merely divorced.
essay.
DeuteronLet’s think
omy 24:1-4.
about this. To whom was Christ (as If the divorced woman did marry
Jehovah) originally married? The again, she could never go back to
nation of Israel, about 1400 B.C., her original husband.
Exodus 19-20, especially 19:3-8.
In other words, referring this to
At Mount Sinai the Lord married Israel, it was in national Israel’s
Israel, all 12 tribes. The name Jacob interest to be widowed and no
included everyone (Exodus 19:3). longer bound to her first husband,
The marriage took the form of a rather than merely divorced. Then
covenant or contract based on Is- she would be free.
rael’s obedience to the Ten ComCan we conclude from Jeremiah
mandments while Jehovah would 3:6-13 that the Lord divorced only
bless and protect the nation.
northern Israel, but not Judah, which
Jehovah called Himself “a hus- still existed as a nation? Even after
band to them” (Jeremiah 31:32).
Judah’s exile (in 586), she returned
to Judea to be a nation, although this
The divorce
time she was a vassal nation, not
Because ancient Israel broke the having a Judahite king.
marriage covenant, the Lord diSee WAS JEHOVAH MARRIED, page 15
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Pasadena, Bricket Wood and
Big Sandy head for Las Vegas
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LAS VEGAS REUNION PICS—Thousands of shots were snapped in Las Vegas
at the reunion, which began March 12, 2017. This page has only 33 of them, hardly
enough to make a dent in the proper representation of the event. Well, there are 34 if
you count the one of the three Bricket Wood ladies on page 1. Here are brief descriptions. Photo 1: Tom Williams holds a photo of Patt McCarty, who due to illness could
not attend. Mr. McCarty died about a month after the reunion, on April 9. Photo 2:
Russell and Kim Bettis. Photo 3: Bill Hochstetler. Photo 4: Bill Hughes. Photo 5: Gail
Roberts: Photo 6: Roger Rand. Photo 7: Carol Ann Bronkar Heath. Photo 8: Bill
Roberts. Photo 9: Bill Williams. Photo 10: Sandy Clark Broadbent, John Dickerson and
Terry Broadbent. Photo 11: Carol Stephenson. Photo 12: Dick Quincer. Photo 13:
Charles Groce (left) and Dixon Cartwright. Photo 14: Dick Mills. Photo 15: Vicki Mills.
Photo 16: Donald Neff. Photo 17: Alan Heath. Photo 18: Russell Duke. Photo 19:
Gary Leonard. Photo 20: Gary Pavlo. Photo 21: Helen Martin Smith. Photo 22: Jeff
Booth (left) and Paul Flatt. Photo 23: John Gudeman. Photo 24: Bob McGuinness.
Photo 25: Jim Lea. Photo 26: Joan Mauck. Photo 27: Len and Margaret Zola. Photo
28: Eileen McKinley. Photo 29: Lyndel Wornat and Linda Hart Wornat. Photo 30:
Linda Dunn. Photo 31: Bob and Connie Gerringer. Photo 32: Tim Collins. Photo 33:
Daniel Botha. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]
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I am seeking someone for a
friend, a male of age 55-65,
deaf or HH and can sign.
Someone who loves God, is
friendly, easygoing and
honest, loves people and
outdoor activities. My name
is Janece. If interested, here
is my E-mail: janecemm1
@gmail.com.
Janece
Widow, nurse, semiretired,
longtime COG member looking for a male friend age 65-80, grounded in
God’s truth. Write rocky695@att.net or 903534-9131.
Retired long-time Canadian Church of God couple traveling in Ireland (Republic and Northern)
throughout summer of 2017 (early June to
early September) seeking fellow church
brethren for Sabbath fellowship. Please contact
John and Tricia at jplunkett@tcog.ca.
A young 73, resembles Merle Haggard with a
similar background. My calling awareness
started in 1980. Striving to live by the Old and
and New Testament. Seeking a petite lady of
same mind. Write to: J.M.H., 67888 Alabama
Hwy. 77, Talladega, AL 35160.

with Jesus on Feb. 16, 2017. ¶ Ed was an
incredible man. Born in Savannah, Ga., June 8,
1927, the fourth child of William and Nellie
Lain, he beat malaria coma and spinal meningitis at the age of 6, losing most of his sight. ¶
Ed homeschooled until the age of 13, then he
attended Georgia Academy for the Blind in
Macon, graduating in 1948.
¶ A man of great independence, he became a
piano tuner to earn a living but enjoyed biblical
archaeology, anthropology and creationism all his
life. He was a published
Ed Lain
author in several articles
on the subject. ¶ He married Ina Lou Jan. 1,
1961, and raised four children by himself, ages
3, 5, 10 and 13, after the death of his wife in
1978. ¶ Ed was active socially and conservative
politically. He was a member of Lions, serving
as president several years, Toastmasters and
Yreka Writers’ Club & led an adult Bible study.
¶ Ed lived in Savannah 1927-60 and 1979-88,
Pasadena, Calif., 1960-74, Silverton, Texas,
1974-79, Big Sandy, Texas 1988-92, and
Sunnyside, Wash., 2002-05 (where he was a
member of the Over the Hill Gang theater
group), Yreka 1992-02 and 2005-17. He loved
to travel and even made it to Israel in 2007. ¶

He is survived by four children; Sara LainMoneymaker and Rick, Earnest Lain and Teri,
Steven Lain, Daniel Lain and Michelle; eight
grandchildren: Sharon Lain and Kyle Tilley,
Renée Paul, Herman Hitchcox-Lain and Joceline, Jonas Lain and Tassy, Xenia Ramirez,
Bridget Lain, Luke Lain, and Bonnie Lain and
grandson-in-law Jaime Ramirez. He also had
six great-grandchildren with No. 7 due in
October 2017. His ashes were buried in Silverton, Texas, next to his wife in a graveside service April 23, 2017. A Life Celebration will be
held in Zillah, Wash., on June 11, 2017. Please
contact Sara at 866-232-0795 for attendance
information. In lieu of flowers please send
memorial donations to Guide Dog Foundation
for the Blind, Inc., 371 E. Jericho Turnpike,
Smithtown, NY 11787, or Georgia Academy for
the Blind, 2895 Vineville Ave., Macon, GA
31204. ¶ Well done, good and faithful servant
Edward Connor Lain.

Obituaries
Edward Connor Lain, 89, of Yreka, Calif., joined
his wife, Ina Lou Grabbe Lain, on what would
have been her 79th birthday and went home
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More than 150 friends and family gathered in
the John Amos Field House in Edmond, Okla.,
on Feb. 26, 2017, to commemorate the life of
Helen Amos, one of the original 12 members of
the Philadelphia Church of God. Dozens of
Herbert W. Armstrong College students viewed
the memorial service via
live video stream from
overflow seating in the
nearby Dwight Armstrong
Performing Arts Conservatory. Washington preaching
elder Gareth Fraser, who is
married to Mrs. Amos’s
daughter Andrea, delivered
an hour-long memorial ad- Helen Amos
dress detailing Mrs. Amos’s
long and memorable history in God’s church. ¶
Helen Hannah was born in Mesa, Ariz., on June
12, 1939, the youngest of six children. She and
her mother listened to The World Tomorrow on
radio, leading to their invitation to services in
the WCG and their baptisms in 1962. ¶ In 1967
Helen married John Amos. The Amoses later
had two children of their own, Ethan and
Andrea, who were also among the PCG’s original members. ¶ Mrs. Amos built her life around
her husband, Mr. Fraser said, making possible a
history-changing marriage. She supported him
as he bought television time slots for the same
World Tomorrow program that had attracted
her to the WCG. She supported him as he
moved from Arizona to Ohio to Oklahoma and
back to Ohio again in service to God’s people
as a minister. And she supported him as he was
fired from the WCG on Dec. 7, 1989, for staying
loyal to what PCG founder Gerald Flurry wrote
in Malachi’s Message. ¶ Several years after Mr.
Amos’s death, in 1993, Mrs. Amos remarried, to
man with three children, Ed Reed, who died in
2000. Mr. Fraser said Mrs. Amos was familiar
with and unafraid of death, which 1 Corinthians 15 describes as the last enemy. ¶
“Helen Amos knew who she was, why she was,
where she was going and the way to get
there,” Mr. Fraser said. “Her life is a window
into her prayer life.” ¶ Mrs. Amos remained
loyal to God when the PCG possessed no buildSee OBITUARIES, page 12
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US Suicide Part 4
Planned Destruction of America
y James Wardner (1994): The US excelled in
reading and math in the 1950s, but now is
dead last. US taxpayers work half the year working for the bureaucracy. We are trillions of dollars in debt, but our Congress vote themselves a
pay raise. They get reelected at a rate of 95%, by
promising lower taxes, yet not delivering.

B

Federal Reserve is not federal
Past bankers noted that the gold they held
safe for customers was taken out only rarely.
The bankers saw they could make money by
issuing notes like paper money backed by the
gold. They thus created loaned money many
times based on the little amount in the bank.
This fractional system worked as long as customers did not take all their deposited gold out
at once. Bankers thus created money out of
nothing, and charged interest on the loaned
money! If ordinary people did this sort of thing
they would be jailed as criminals.
James Madison wrote: “History records that
money changers have used every form of abuse,
intrigue, deceit and violent means possible to
maintain their control over government by controlling money.”
Nathan Mayer de Rothschild said “Let me
issue and control a nation’s money and I care
not who writes the laws.”
Sir Josiah Stamp said “If you want to continue to be slaves of bankers and pay the use of
your own slavery, let bankers continue to create
money and control credit.”
Nikita Khrushchev noted that “By a continuing process of inflation, governments can confiscate, secretly and unobserved, an important
part of the wealth of their citizens.” Inflation
from printing of extra money (a hidden tax).
Frank Vanderlip, president of Kuhn Loeb’s
National City Bank of NY, wrote: “I was as
secretive, indeed as furtive as any conspirator
. . . our secret expedition to Jekyll Island was . . .
[to create] the Federal Reserve System.” They
did not reveal their last names, and came one at
a time to Senator Aldrich’s private train car.
Why hide? Federal implied it was of the government, yet really it is a private corporation.
US citizens were clamoring for bank reform.
But instead, their representatives became under
the control of international bankers. Congressman Lindbergh spoke out, claiming it was like
a known robber guarding your home.
Congressman McFadden, chairman of the
House Banking and Currency Committee, told:
The banks were foreign. They control legislator
votes by bribing them with campaign funds.
President Garfield announced just before he was
assassinated that whoever controls the money
supply controls business and people’s activities.
Even further back, Lincoln was assassinated.
In 1863 he claimed to see a near future crisis
when corporations would be enthroned in an era
of corruption in high places. That wealth would
be the hands of a few and the republic destroyed.
In 1835 President Jackson was almost assassinated for claiming international bankers are a
den of vipers. “If the people only understood the
rank injustice of our money and banking system,
there would be a revolution before morning!”
McFadden said “The Federal Reserve board
has usurped the government of the US. It controls everything here and it controls our foreign
relations. It makes and breaks governments at
will.” He was vilified and driven from office by
their private press. Even a member of the
Federal Reserve board, W.P.G. Harding, told in
testimony before Congress that “The Federal
Reserve Bank is an institution owned by the
stockholding member banks. The government
has not a dollar’s worth of stock in it.”
It has never been audited. In 1971 Rep. John
Ratrick claimed “The Federal Reserve is not an
agency of government, it is a private banking
monopoly.” Rep. Ron Paul said it has “succeeded in causing the worst depressions, inflations, recessions, unemployment and interest
rates in our history.” It was set up to stop these
extremes, yet the Great Depression resulted.
The Federal Reserve Act included an income
tax, that helped the bankers to fund WWI.
James de Rothschild of Paris, principal
investor in 1835 of the Bank of the US, said: “I
care not what puppet is placed upon the throne
of England to rule the Empire on which the sun
never sets. The man that controls Britain’s money supply controls the British Empire and I control the British money supply.” The central
banks of France, England, US, Germany, Italy
and Austria were privately owned.
“So much for political elections,” Napoleon

said. “When a government is dependent for money
upon bankers they and not the leaders of the government control the situation, since the hand that
gives is above the hand that takes . . . Money has
no motherland; financiers are without patriotism
and without decency, their sole object is gain.”
The bankers funded Lenin with US dollars in the
1917 Russian revolution costing millions of lives.
Later, Hitler made Germany rise with money
gained from the US in its Great Depression.
After WWI the bankers had President Wilson
set up the League of Nations for global rule, but
the US rejected it. After WWII, bankers set up the
United Nations for the bankers’ New World Order.
Senator Jack Metcalf in 1982 challenged by
resolution the constitutionality of allowing private bankers to create money for the US. “The
Federal Reserve System is nothing more than a
group of private banks which charge interest on
money that never existed.
“The Federal government is going into debt
about a billion dollars a week. Where does that
money come from? The government prints a
billion dollars’ worth of interest-bearing US
Government bonds, takes them to the Federal
Reserve, it accepts them and places $1 billion
in a checking account. The government then
writes checks to a total of $1 billion. The crucial question is: Where was that $1 billion just
before they touched the computer and put it in
the checking account? The answer: It didn’t
exist. We, the people, allowed a private banking
system to create money at will out—of absolutely nothing—to call it a loan to our government
then charge us interest on it forever.”
He quotes Thomas Jefferson that “banking
institutions are more dangerous to our liberties
than standing armies . . . The issuing power
should be taken from the banks and restored to
the government to whom it properly belongs.”
Even President Wilson spoke: “All our activities are in the hands of a few men . . . We have
become one of the worst ruled, one of the most
completely controlled and dominated governments in the civilized world . . . No longer a
government by conviction and the free vote of
the majority, but a government by the opinion
and duress of small groups of dominant men.”
The US had backed its money by gold. The
US Gold Commission reported that US gold in
reserves as Fort Knox has dwindled to almost
nothing, sent out of the country by US officials.
So basically US money is worth nothing. Now,
international bankers claim the worldwide financial crisis can be solved by a global currency (of
course controlled by them). To end sovereignty
of nations for one world government, the NWO.
While many people talk of overspending, the
real problem for government is overborrowing.
Henry Ford said “If the American people knew
the corruption in our money system, there
would be a revolution before morning . . . The
one aim of these financiers is world control.”

Council on Foreign Relations
The Royal Colonial Institute was formed in
1870 in England to further its imperialism to
more exploit other nations. Later to avoid the
term British Empire, Commonwealth of Nations
was used. The white man domination of the
world was considered inevitable and wholesome.
Englishman Cecil Rhodes got rich by
exploiting the diamond mines in South Africa
as a monopoly. He furthered the idea of English
rule. He set up the Rhodes trust to train young
men to lead in that direction (Clinton was one).
The Royal Institute for International Affairs
was set up in England, and the CFR in the USA
to urge the same ideas. The CFR was a front for
J.P. Morgan and Co. and Rothschild banking.
As J.P. Morgan, David Rockefeller claimed
competition is a sin, and wanted monopoly. To
avoid government meddling, he had CFR
members take over key positions, whether for a
Democrat or Republican president. The CFR’s
fall 1984 issue of Foreign Affairs urged the creation of a one-world currency and bank, to end
the US and other nations as separate states.
Nixon allowed Russia to get rid of its $11
billion WWII debt to the US by paying less
than 10%, though Communist. And Communist China had been killing millions, yet he followed CFR guidelines to open up trade there.
Leading to outsourcing of US jobs.
When John F. Kennedy found that the first 82
names to fill his staff had 63 CFR members he
said “I’d like to have some new faces here, but all
I get is the same old names.” Later, he broke with
CFR tradition and fired Allen Dulles after the Bay
of Pigs fiasco. Dulles and CIA head John McCloy
were CFR members and both were on the Warren
Commission to decide who killed JFK.

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

During Eisenhower’s rule, Congress set up
the Reece Committee to investigate tax-free
foundations (Rockefeller, Ford, Carnegie). It
found they with some others conspired to control foreign policy. “This has been accomplished
by vast propaganda, by supplying executives
and advisors to government and by controlling
much research in this area . . . to promote internationalism . . . toward world government.”
Before FDR lived in the White House, he
lived right next door to CFR headquarters in
NY City. He spearheaded its goals, took the US
off the gold standard. Set up the New Deal to
indebt the next generation to the international
bankers. His Agricultural Adjustment Administration paid farmers to destroy their crops and
livestock to raise prices. The National Recovery Administration controlled business, actually set up by big business to lower wages and
strangle small competitors.
CFR member James Warburg was FDR’s appointee, and son of Paul Warburg who helped set
up the Federal Reserve. James told a Senate committee: “We shall have world government whether
or not you like it—by conquest or consent.”
After WWII FDR brought Alger Hiss (CFR)
to Yalta and was found later to be a Soviet spy.
All men on the steering committee to start the
UN were CFR. George H.W. Bush had 387
CFR members, Reagan 313. Clinton is a member. The ‘outsider’ Perot in his 1992 election
bid picked CFR people to run his campaign.
Former CFR member Rear Admiral Chester
Ward spoke out: “The most powerful clique in
these elitists groups have one objective in common—they want to bring about the surrender of
the sovereignty and national independence of
the US. A second clique of international bankers
in the CFR . . . comprises the Wall Street international bankers and their key agents.
Primarily they want the world banking monopoly from whatever power ends up in the control
of global government.”
Wardner: “On Sept. 1, 1961, the US Government filed with the UN Secretary General a plan
for the transfer of our entire military establishment to the UN! . . . State Dept. Publication
#7277, title Freedom from War: The United
States’ Program for General and Complete Disarmament in a Peaceful World . . . to place the
defense of American citizens in the hands of the
Communist-dominated (I believe they call themselves capitalists now) UN Security Council.”
Colonel Archibald Roberts wrote: “The
enormity of this subversion is nearly incomprehensible—as is the failure of the American people to protest the criminal abrogation of the US
Constitution. As one American soldier, I bitterly resent being turned over to an organization
whose every precept and very existence contravenes the Constitution I have sworn to uphold.”
US citizens know little of CFR direction,
thanks to many of the media, 262 were journalists, correspondents and communication executives, according to CFR’s own 1987 report.
The Trilateral Commission was first held at
CFR chairman David Rockefeller’s estate.
Senator Barry Goldwater wrote: “What the Trilaterals truly intend is the creation of a worldwide
economic power superior to the political governments of the nations involved. As managers and
creators of the system they will rule the world.”
The 1972 Trilateralist-issued report called
The Crisis of Democracy: “To reassert elite
rule . . . 1. Reducing expectations of the poor
and middle class. 2. Increasing presidential
authority. 3. Strengthening business-government cooperation in economic planning. 4.
Stricter regulation and government oversight of
the press. 5. Pacification of rank-and file
labor.” Many labor union bosses are CFR.
Goldwater wrote about the TC: “David
Rockefeller’s newest international cabal . . . is
intended to be the vehicle for multinational
consolidation of the commercial and banking
interests by seizing control of the political government of the U.S. . . . and consolidate the four
centers of power: political, monetary, intellectual and ecclesiastical.”
One example of this control—Henry Kissinger stepped down from government and became a CFR director, executive committee
member of the TC and chairman of the International Advisory Board of the Chase Manhattan Bank owned by David Rockefeller.
David spoke at a secret Bilderberg meeting,
and thanked the press for keeping their world plan
quiet for 40 years. He spoke to 27 heads of state
in 1973 including Russia and China. In 1974 he
met the pope who then wrote urging world
nations to unite to form a world government.
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Communists in US government
While Senator McCarthy was vilified in the
US media for being paranoid about Communists in the US government, he was found to be
right in the 1953 Senate Internal Security
Subcommittee: “The Soviet International Organization has carried on a successful and
important penetration of the U.S. Government
and this penetration has not been fully exposed
. . . from the lower ranks to the top-level policy
and operating position in our government.”
As far back as 1938 Supreme Court Justice
Frank Murphy told Congressman Martin Dies,
chairman of the House Committee on UnAmerican Activities “We’re doomed! The
Communists have control completely. They’ve
got control of Roosevelt and his wife.” Murphy
was assassinated. Dies compiled a list of thousands of names that spanned from Communist
stooge to agents on the US government payroll.
When he took the information to FDR, he said
some of his best friends were Communists. The
US has become more Communist with more
centralization and socialism.
The CIA has continually effected regime
changes in nations to get their leaders to comply
with US wishes, by influencing elections, coups
or assassinations. General Smedley Butler
wrote War Is a Racket on how he led his army
to help US corporations dominate other nations.
Congressman Larry McDonald wrote the
book The Rockefeller File. John D. Rockefeller
used every means to create an oil monopoly. He
used economic control for political control of the
US, and his plan with allies to take control of the
planet. McDonald was smeared by the media.
He died when a Korean Airlines commercial jet
‘accidentally’ strayed into Soviet airspace.
Michael Garitty wrote about US Colonial
Empire as Close as the Nearest Reservation:
Pending Energy Wars—telling of Indian genocide taking place now. Hundreds of their women
forced sterilized in public health clinics. A Senate
Committee on Indian affairs reported that lung
cancer among Navajo Indians has increased by
85 times due to mining uranium in New Mexico.
And 100 babies born with birth defects. The uranium company did not explain the risks involved.
So 1 of 6 die of lung cancer or radiation-related
illness. When Indians demand their rights, government forces of automatic rifles, helicopters
and armored personnel carriers swoop in, with
blockades of food, fuel and medical aid.
Professional intelligence officer John
Coleman told that the One World Government
will be ruled by unelected officials selected by
the CFR. To rule a feudal system as the Middle
Ages with no middle class, only rulers and serfs.
One set of world laws enforced by one world
police and military force. Only One World
Church will be tolerated, existing since 1920 of
Satanism, Luciferianism and Witchcraft. “All
Christian churches have already been subverted
. . . Presently, satanic church services are being
held on military bases in the U.S.”
Women will have to self-abort after two children, and taught how to do so. If she does not,
she will have abortion forced and be sterilized.
(Similar to China’s one child rule. Euthanasia
was to be voted on in California in 1992.) Each
person will be required to take drugs as mind
control ones, as well as secretly in food and
water. “Pornography shall be promoted . . .
showing in every theater or cinema, including
homosexual and lesbian pornography. Use of
‘recreational’ drugs will be compulsory.”
Population will be reduced by wars, epidemics
and fast-acting diseases. Cash will be eliminated
except for the elite. A debit card with ID number
will be used for all transactions. Infractions of the
rules will be punished by its suspension.
Guns, rifles, explosives and cars will be
banned for personal use except the elite. At
checkpoints, if an offense is great enough, the
card will be taken so food, water, shelter,
employment and medical services will be
stopped. Plans are already enacted for the US
government to take control of its citizens in
case a national emergency is declared.
Collateral Damage (2008)
America’s War Against Iraqi Civilians by
Chris Hedges and Laila Al-Arian:
Part of Col. Ted Westhusing’s suicide note
written to his commander in Iraq—“I didn’t
volunteer to support corrupt, money grubbing
contractors . . . I came to serve honorably and
feel dishonored . . . I cannot live this way . . . I
don’t know who [to] trust any more. Why serve
when you cannot accomplish the mission, when
you no longer believe in the cause, when your
every effort and breath to succeed meet with
lies, lack of support and selfishness? No more.”
The authors interviewed 50 combat veterans in
7 months of 2006. Groups dedicated to troops and
their families gave names to interview, as
Military Families Speak Out; Veterans For Peace;
Vote Vets; and Iraq Veterans Against the War.
One vet told about sitting in a briefing room
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before entering Iraq: “This briefing about how
you can’t trust any of these *** hajjis, because
all these *** hajjis are going to kill you. And
hajji is always used as a term of disrespect and
usually with the F-word in front of it.” The word
hajji became a slur for Iraqis as gook used to be
for Vietnamese, and ragheads for Afghans.
US soldiers in Iraq know the Iraqis are against
them, not the liberators as Bush hyped. They
know the cooked intelligence that led to the preemptive war. That forged documents out of
Niger and a bogus British intelligence dossier
taken from old magazine articles. That the
WMD were destroyed long ago.
“A lot of guys really supported that whole concept that if they don’t speak English and they have
darker skin, they’re not as human as us, so we
can do what we want,” said Spc. Josh Middleton.
US forces conduct nightly raids of Iraqi
homes. Burst in on scared families, forced to
huddle in corners at gunpoint while they take
food and household items.
Soldiers expressed fun at shooting things up.
As firing on cans of gas along the road. If an
Improvised Explosive Device went off near by,
they would get angry and shoot wildly into
crowds, called collateral damage. To avoid IEDs,
they would drive on the wrong side of the road,
thus slowing traffic and causing risk. To avoid
traffic jams where a grenade could be thrown
under their vehicle, soldiers would drive on sidewalks, hitting garbage cans and civilian vehicles
were pushed out of the way. Many of the soldiers
would laugh and shriek in joy at this. Sometimes
they would fire into crowds with machine guns
or M19s, a machine gun for grenades.
Two incidents were noted of Iraqi fathers trying to go fast to see their newborn babies in the
hospital. One was almost shot. The other was shot
and died at the same hospital his baby was at.
Supply convoys of 20-30 trucks are escorted
by the US military and may be as long as a mile.
The biggest trucks take up a lane and a half on
the small Iraqi roads. The convoys ignore traffic
lights, go on sidewalks without warning, killing
civilians including children. Going fast helps
eliminate threats. When soldiers or Marines hear
gunfire by the convoy they fire back with
machine guns and Squad Automatic Weapons,
1000 rounds per minute.
Insurgents plant IEDs. Just one exploding at
the start of a convoy traps the rest for further
damage. A US helicopter may come and hold the
insurgents off. Soldiers after an IED explosion
get trigger-happy afterwards.
Army Reserve Spc. Aidan Delgado complained about civilian contractors getting paid
more than him, even 3-4 times, while he does
more dangerous work. They have more creature
comforts when not working. [Though US forces
have a vast amount of housing units and amenities brought to Iraq.]
More than 180,000 private contractors are in
Iraq, and 43,000 are non-Iraqi foreigners. Their
vehicles are old and break down often..
US troops are told not to stop for anyone, and
run over any who get in the way. Spc. Fernando
Braga of the National Guard heard during a training session from a lieutenant who asked what
would you do if an Iraqi child stepped in front of
their convoy. His answer was “Run him over.”
He claimed “They don’t value human life like we
do.” National Guardsman Andrew Sapp was also
told to run over any, when training in New York.
Instructors told soldiers to fire a warning shot
into a car engine if approached, and only fire on
the person if further threatened. But soldiers
usually only have a split second, and would
rather err on their safe side and skip a step. Sgt.
Kelly Dougherty told of a ten-year-old Iraqi boy
leading 3 donkeys down the road, and were run
over by a convoy
Spc. Jabbar Magruder was told in advance to
watch out for a white truck on convoys. When
one approached, going between trucks in a convoy he watched. “I knew we were coming up on
a turn in a couple of seconds. If the truck follows
on the turn, he’s dead . . . the enemy doesn’t wear
uniforms . . . You almost have to assume that
everybody’s hostile.”
Sgt. Patrick Campbell: “Every time we got on
the highway we were firing warning shots, causing
accidents all the time. Cars screeching to a stop,
going into the intersection . . . if you slow down at
an intersection more than once, that’s where the
next bomb is going to be because you know they
watch. And so if you slow down at the same choke
point every time, guaranteed there’s going to be a

bomb there next couple of days. So getting onto a
freeway or highway is a choke point because you
have to wait for traffic to stop. So you want to go
as fast as you can and that involves added risk to
all the cars around you, all the civilian cars.”
Sgt. Kelly Dougherty’s squad leader shot an
Iraqi civilian in the back, and was told about the
leader’s thinking by a woman in her unit who
treated the injury: “The mentality of my squad
leader was We have to kill them over here so I
don’t have to kill them back in Colorado.”
When troops thought a civilian they killed
would be investigated, they would blame the
survivors, accusing them of being insurgents.
And plant AK-47s next to the corpses to imply
they were, who commonly used the weapon. Or
to make the noncombatant look guilty, they
dropped handguns and a shovel for burying an
IED. Those framed would be imprisoned as
insurgents. Others might plant bomb-making
materials so the soldiers involved would not be
accused of a war crime.
Checkpoints restrict movement of insurgents
but may be deadly for any civilians. Anyone that
approaches too quickly or looks suspicious tends
to get fired upon. Civilians are hit so often that the
troops treat it as normal, and they are hardly investigated. Checkpoints are set up at random areas, so
surprise Iraqis, and they panic when US tank turrets point their barrels at them. Sometimes they are
so terrified they try speeding away and get shot.
It is common practice for Iraqi security forces
to set up their checkpoint with a sign in Arabic
and English Stop or you will be shot. These
Iraqis usually allow other Iraqis through without
delay. But when drivers start again, they might
not realize another checkpoint ahead by
Americans. They sometimes think since they
were waved through the first checkpoint that
means the second also. And can be a fatal mistake. Since robberies and kidnappings abound,
Iraqis tend to speed.
Flash checkpoints are set up for a short time,
and troops lacked means of marking them, so
resorted to putting rocks by the road. In the dark
they would hardly be noticed. And lighting at
night is bad, even in Baghdad. Most Iraqi vehicles are bad, perhaps without one or both headlights, since they are poor or no replacements are
available. To avoid attracting attention using
their headlights, they will often go without them
on, so the occupants are in more risk. Cars may
have faulty brakes.
Manning checkpoints is taxing. You begin to
think each stranger is a possible threat, even that a
pregnant woman might blow herself up by troops.
Sgt. Camilo Mejia saw an unarmed man with
his son drive too close to a checkpoint. The
father was decapitated in front of his small boy
by one in Mejia’s unit firing a heavy .50 caliber
machine gun. “This sort of killing of civilians
had long ceased to arouse much interest or even
comment.” He returned back home for a twoweek rest and refused to go back. He was
charged with desertion, sentenced to one year in
prison and given a bad conduct discharge.
Mejia was told about this event by US soldiers who saw it: Plain-clothes Iraqi policemen
were chasing a BMW that raced through their
checkpoint. It got through the US checkpoint but
the soldiers got scared and fired at the policemen, who were shooting at the guy. A firefight
ensued. All 8 cops died and no soldier.
“The full rules of engagement are classified.
Soldiers and Marines are given a small summary,
usually about a page and told the details cannot be
divulged outside the military.” What constituted a
threat was very broadly interpreted so rarely were
civilian deaths investigated. Some commanders
tell that it is better not to fire a warning shot, as too
slow a response. Better to kill them than have
someone just wounded and fires back. And other
members of your group might be hit by the stray
warning shot. In one incident a warning shot was
given and the bullet bounced off the ground and
killed the van’s passenger, a nine-year-old boy.
After that, warning shots were discouraged.
Civilians killed were not officially recorded.
Two elderly guys were fired upon at a poorly
marked checkpoint as a possible threat. Their car
and rotting corpses remained next to the road for
3 days. Lt. Jonathan Morgenstein, a civil affairs
officer, told about a man driving his wife and 3
children on a highway in the rain. He did not
stop at the checkpoint and was fired upon,
killing his wife and a son was critically wounded. He was paid money for his loss, but money
can’t buy the loss of a family member. Monetary
compensation is paid, up to $2500 for a death. If
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the Iraqis involved accept this, they are not
allowed to file future claims against the US. The
money is not an admission of guilt.
Sgt. Perry Jefferies told that the US hand signal for stop is an open hand, but to Iraqis it
means Come here. “At a checkpoint the soldiers
think they’re saying stop, stop and the Iraqis
think they’re saying come here, come here. And
the soldiers start hollering, so they try to come
faster. So soldiers holler more, and pretty soon
you’re shooting pregnant women.”
Army Spc. Garrett Reppenhagen: “It’s not
individual atrocity. It’s the fact that the entire
war is an atrocity.”
Checkpoints are to hamper insurgents but
rarely find them, weapons or explosives. Sgt.
T.J. Westphal: “In all the checkpoints I did . . .
must have been hundreds—I never, not even
once found anybody with anything they weren’t
supposed to have.”

Nightly raids on homes
An entire neighborhood is cordoned off and
each house searched for insurgents, weapons or
explosives, usually 12-5 AM. No Iraqi is allowed to leave or enter during a raid. Tens of
thousands of families must endure them.
[Terrorized families then become antagonistic
against the US occupation, some may become
insurgents or aid them.]
Doors are busted down and troops enter with
guns drawn. Sgt. John Bruhns: “You go up the
stairs. You grab the man of the house. You rip
him out of bed in front of his wife. You put him
against the wall . . . grab the family and you’ll
group them all together.” An interpreter asks
about weapons, anti-US propaganda or insurgent activity.
“Normally they’ll say no, because that’s normally the truth . . . you’ll take his sofa cushions
and you’ll dump them. If he has a couch, you’ll
turn the couch upside down. You’ll go into the
fridge, if he has a fridge and you’ll throw everything on the floor, and you’ll take his drawers
and you’ll dump them . . . You’ll open up his
closet and you’ll throw all the clothes on the
floor and basically leave his house looking like
a hurricane just hit it.
“You’ve just humiliated this man in front of his
entire family and terrorized his entire family, and
you’ve destroyed his home. Then you go right
next door and you do the same thing in a hundred
homes.” These acts lead to increased roadside
bombs and attacks on US forces in retaliation.
Every Iraqi home is allowed to keep one AK47 at home for defense. Any more weapons are
confiscated, and the men of the house detained.
Information leading to raids is usually false. Tips
are for family disputes, tribal rivalries and personal vendettas. Someone caught for a crime
might have his prison sentence reduced if he
squeals on others. Others can get paid for tipping
off the US military about who attacked them.
Spc. Richard Murphy told about a raid: His
squad “Demolished this house. It had a front
gate, a nice gate and they took a chain and . . .
tore the gate right off of it . . . We went into the
house. Any door that was locked they blasted
open with a shotgun. If you ever heard a shotgun, it’s quite loud, does a lot of damage . . . And
they didn’t find [anything harmful except one
AK-47 they are allowed to have].”
One time his squad was going to raid a house
among five houses. They didn’t know which one
was the target. His team leader was a civilian cop
and suggested instead of busting up all five
homes, and since their tip wasn’t good, that they
should announce on loudspeakers they had five
minutes to get dressed and get outside. That an
insurgent was being sought for. All the families
complied, and they all were found to be innocent.
Spc. Josh Middleton was a medic and told
about his friend another medic who knows
Arabic. On a raid, a shaped charge was used to
blow open a door, and the pregnant woman
behind it got hit. Blew her fetus to the ground and
killed her instantly. It was shortly found out they
had raided the wrong house. Sgt. Larry Cannon
claimed the raids he carried out were pointless.
Severe lack of interpreters meant most all
troops and Iraqis do not communicate well with
each other. Some troops, trying to advance in the
ranks, fabricate reports to make their raids
appear successful. While looting the raided
houses was warned against, some troops took
anything valuable, with hardly any investigation, and any punishment was light.
Several veterans told about arresting militaryage men, held without evidence and abused ver-
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bally and physically during interrogation. While
held at gunpoint they are usually bound with
plastic zip ties. The head covered with a
(sand)bag. Given a rough ride in the back of military vehicles, so many throw up. Taken to Abu
Ghraib. The Army officially banned hooding
them, but vets said the practice continues.
Frightened, many are nauseous and might pee
on themselves.
Sgt. Dustin Flatt: “Most of the people were
terrified . . . We knew this was not the way to win
the hearts and minds [a US military phrase]. You
don’t come in the middle of the night and harass
people and then expect them to give you flowers
the next day.”
According to military officials, Iraqis in prisons and detentions centers number 60,000–
120,000. Some held for months or years. Not
allowed visits during the first 60 days. Isolation
is part of the ill-treatment to help them confess
the crimes US forces think they committed.
Family members can visit 4 times a month after
the 60 days, but have trouble doing so with the
distance involved and danger in travel.
“The vast majority of detainees, veterans
said, were innocent or guilty of minor infractions. Probably 99% of those people were guilty
of absolutely nothing, but the way we treated
them, the way we abused them, turned them
against the effort in Iraq forever said Army Maj.
Gen. John Batiste (ret.) when he testified in a
Senate hearing about Abu Ghraib prison.”
Often Iraqis were arrested for curfew violations they had not heard about. At first, those
carrying large amounts of Iraqi dinars were
arrested. But this was found out due to the currency so devalued, they had to carry a hay-bale
size of Iraqi cash.
Sergeant Flatt told of a group of Iraqis handcuffed after a large military assault on Samarra.
They had to sit cross-legged on the ground, surrounded by a ring of concertina wire in 120degree heat.
Sergeant Westphal noted his unit in Tikrit held
Iraqis in a bunkhouse for keeping goats, 3-4
Iraqis for each ‘room’ of 3 by 6 feet with metal
doors. Given no food and water. Guards were told
to bang the cell doors every 15-20 minutes and
play loud heavy metal music to keep them awake,
mentally fatiguing them for interrogation. He saw
some fellow soldiers power-tripping, abusing
Iraqis by putting them in stressed positions for
hours, or slammed their heads against a Humvee.
“We never did find any weapons. We were just
kind of sick of it.” Medics would routinely have
to treat interrogation injuries.
Spc. Patrick Resta said his platoon supervisor
told them “The Geneva Conventions don’t exist
at all in Iraq, and that’s in writing if you want to
see it . . . When I asked to see it, they refused to
show it to me.”
Spc. Richard Murphy served at Abu Ghraib
prison. He knew a large portion of inmates were
innocent. They were held without knowing about
any charges against them, and had no legal
recourse. They pleaded with him to seek help on
their behalf. His attempts failed. He told of one
prisoner, an albino who could not see much past
a few feet. Another prisoner was a white-haired
professor from Baghdad University continually
stripped naked and searched, a common practice
for inmates. Murphy said “It was hard to say to
these prisoners that I was there to liberate them
as they’re wasting away in Abu Ghraib prison . . .
These indefinite detentions, prisoners not knowing what their status was, really offended me.”
Army Reserve Spc. Aidan Delgado quit carrying a loaded gun at Abu Ghraib. Four months
later inmates rioted and nine were killed. He saw
photos by his fellow soldiers of shocking
images. One showed a prisoner’s body bag
opened and one soldier scooping out some of his
brain and looking at the camera smiling.
Delgado was implicated later in the prison scandal to blame him and others for abuses.
He walked away from the Army after reading
the rap sheets on all the prisoners: “. . . what they
were there for. I expected them to be terrorists,
murderers, insurgents. I look down this roster
and see petty theft, public drunkenness, forged
coalition documents . . . petty civilian crimes.”
He obtained conscientious-objector status.
“These aren’t terrorists. These aren’t our enemies. They’re just ordinary people.”
Initially, the Iraq invasion was wanted by
most Iraqis to liberate them from Saddam, but
after a few months they changed their minds, to
be against the occupation. Wanting US forces to
leave. US forces destroyed their electricity, heat,
gasoline and basic necessities. Iraqis objected to
troops looting Iraqi supplies since they were illequipped. After a US generator caught fire, they
stole one from downtown Tikrit, likely told to do
so by a higher officer.
Contractors were despised because Iraqis needed work, and contractors got paid $200,000 a
year, what an Iraqi could do for $10,000 a year.
—Mr. Jan Young
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You Can’t
Handle the Truth!
veryone reading this has an opinion on
who the 144,000 and the innumerable
multitude are. My opinion is the 144,000
are 12,000 from each tribe of Jacob who
have been selected by God. I believe it
includes those who have lived since the time of
Jacob till the return of Christ. I realize there are
people who have different interpretations of this.
This message is not covering the specifics of who
they are or are not.
What this message is about is the return of
Christ. And its timing. Up front I will tell you I
have no idea when it will be. Other than I do believe
there are ‘positions’ of responsibility God has to
fill for the leadership team Christ will be working
with in the Millennium.
That last sentence basically puts into modern
management buzzwords what God has told us in
His word for the last 2,000 years. There will be a
wedding supper, and those chosen by God will rule
and reign with Christ during the Millennium.
As any of you in any kind of management position know (this includes women who chose to
manage a household), your team members are critical to the success of your endeavor.
That’s why God is very careful about who He
calls. Some of you may remember HWA’s book on
dating and marriage. One of his suggestions was
young people (specifically young men) look at dating in a very practical manner. His suggestion was
to create a list of attributes the man expected to
have in his wife, and, when dating, always refer
back to the list to verify the woman he was dating
met those criteria.
This makes the dating process sound like something Mr. Spock from Star Trek would recommend.
The reality is, it is good advice. Far too many people base a marriage on physical attributes or other
changeable characteristics, as opposed to character
attributes. And, when the ‘new’ rubs off the marriage, they are ready to find a new lover.
God chooses based on what He can see, not
what we do. I contend He has determined He
needs certain character types on His team in the
Millennium. My boss at my day job says everyone
has a place. It’s his job to figure
that place out.
When Christ said He was going
to prepare a place for us, I believe
this is exactly what he meant. He
and the Father are, and have been,
looking at humans to see which
ones have the character traits they
need for certain positions.
When they find those people,
they work with them to develop
and fill in the rest of the attributes
those people need to accomplish the job they are
being groomed for.
People have different abilities and gifts. I have a
stepson who is an excellent salesman. He can convince just about anybody of the superiority of his
ideas or product. I can’t sell ice water to people in
the Sahara Desert. But I am a tenacious person. I
don’t walk away from a project until there is
absolutely no possibility of success left, and then I
may keep flogging that dead horse just a little
longer. My stepson is more inclined to walk away at
an earlier time.
God has a need for both types of personalities.
He has a place for each one of the personalities He
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chooses. Christ said so. Which brings up the title
of this article.
You can’t handle the truth. What do I mean?
I’ve just shown you why you are important to the
plan of God. You have a specific position. You have
a specific number on your head. And you are being
worked with to prepare for that position.
Let’s look at your favorite fast-food restaurant.
Most days you go in, work through the line quickly, get your food and you are done. But, every once
in a while, you notice things seem to be hectic
behind the counter. They are short-handed.
Somebody called in sick. Service is slow.
You might get the wrong order. You know
the drill.
Do you think it would be any different for God’s team in the Millennium if He were short-staffed?
Do you think God will short-staff
His ruling team? He tells us there
will be a position for us.
Therefore, we know the serving
staff behind the line in the
Millennium will all be
there, ready to work.
The trick is, will you be
there? He doesn’t use your
name when He says he is preparing a place for you. He uses an openended pronoun. The assumption is, when
you are called and you receive God’s sprit so you
can actually understand and follow, you will be successful. But the truth is, if you aren’t up to the task
you simply won’t be there. Somebody else will take
your position!
Why else does He warn so many times about losing
your crown?
When I plan a project and lay out the work, I
know I need ‘X’ number of carpenters, I need ‘Y’
number of laborers, and so forth. I know I’d like
Roy or Steve, but I also know I can ask but I may
not get them. Based on what I read in God’s word,
I would say it’s about the same. God might have to
choose from the second string if His first-string
star happens to foul out.

you know you need to?
And let’s pretend that you happen to have a character trait God really needs. Can He find another if
you won’t get in line and snap up the pace? Sure. At
the end of 2016, it’s estimated there are nearly 7.5
billion people on the earth. I’m sure He can find
somebody else to take your place, if He has to.
However, if God has chosen to draw you to His
work, it’s pretty certain He has a very strong reason
for choosing you. If I’m right about the
144,000, then you are even more special.
One website I found estimates the total
number of people who have ever lived
on the earth at 108 billion. If that’s
correct, then you are one out of 3/4
million people.
Are you dawdling? Is God
waiting for you to get your act
together? What are the consequences if He’s waiting
on you?
After all, life in America,
Western Europe and the
British Commonwealth nations is not so bad.
Yep, that’s right. We have
running water, electricity, a
reliable roof over heads, grocery stores are filled with food.
Life’s not bad. “So is it really necessary to have this whole ‘tribulation’
thing? I mean, maybe life can go on like this for
another generation or two.”
I fear a lot of people in our fellowship think this
way. Perhaps not openly, but, deep in the recesses
of their mind, I suspect many of us look at things
and think, “We do have it pretty good now. And, if
the end isn’t right around the corner, well, I can
deal with things for another 40 years or so.”
What those people (and, I admit, I sometimes
head down that path) don’t know is what God sees.
He sees the misery humans inflict on other humans.
He sees the babies, still in their mother’s womb,
dissected and pulled out, still alive while they are
being cut to pieces. All for a woman’s ‘right’ to her
body, and so medical research
has body parts to experiment
with.
He sees the children taken
into custody by Child Protective Services, and then peddled off to known abusive relatives or foster parents. Beaten,
raped, starved; the lucky ones
die. Those who come out as
adults are scarred for life.
He sees the corruption
when honest people are cut out of business deals
and lose their life savings, homes and businesses,
all because, well, “it’s just business.”
He sees the destruction of people’s lives by other
people. Our eyes are dimmed; our vision is clouded.
As Paul said, we see through a glass darkly. God
mercifully saves us from seeing the true condition
of humanity. God is waiting to send Christ back.
Christ tells us only the Father knows the time.
Why? Maybe because He knows who’s not making the grade? Maybe He’s giving them time to
straighten out.
Are you the reason God is allowing this age to
continue?

Maybe God is waiting on us to
send Christ back. Christ tells us only
the Father knows the time.
From what I see in worldly churches, and in
WCG offshoots, that’s one piece of truth most
people can’t handle. “Well, yes, it was a sin. I
shouldn’t have done it. But, you know, God understands. He’s merciful and slow to anger. I’ll do better next time.” How many more sins do you have
left? Cats have nine lives. Are you on number eight?
The next thing you probably can’t handle is that
you just might be holding up the show! “What?!
God would never hold up His plan for a human!”
Christ Himself, in His own words, told us He
was going to prepare a place for us. Suppose you’re
one of those dawdlers, hanging back, dragging your
feet, procrastinating about making the changes
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“In Remembrance of Me”

P

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

assover Service—Many thousands
of former members of the WWCG
will soon be assembling together to
hear the ceremonial teaching of the
Passover service before partaking of
those precious symbols.
What ceremonial teaching will be taught?
That of the apostate pastor general that has
been accepted by virtually all of the fragmented churches, or, the one that was taught by
God’s late apostle?
Consider the research by a deceased
member, Avery Callenback:
BASED ON: May 7, 1990 Worldwide
News, Mr. Tkach’s ‘Personal Column.’ Mr.
Tkach stated in the May 7, 1990, Worldwide
News: “The Passover of Jesus Christ, is the
most important event of the year for all true
Christians.”
The changes made to the Passover by Mr.
Tkach were the most monumental of any
changes in church doctrine made in the great
falling away of the members in the Worldwide
Church of God during 1986 through 1994.
The true and correct observance of the
Passover was set in the Church by our Apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong. Mr. Tkach
combined some of the tenets and practices of
Judaism, which does not recognize Jesus
Christ as our Savior, with what Mr. Armstrong had put into the church and then made
changes as he saw fit.
These things are similar to what the
Catholics and Protestants have done all along
when they changed doctrines that Jesus
Christ had set in the True Church of God
from the beginning. If we accept the things
that Mr. Tkach set in the church regarding
Passover on May 07, 1990, then we agree that
Jesus Christ did not observe the Passover at
its appointed time (Numbers 9:13).
Dates and Observances: [Mr. Tkach]
(1) Changed the day that the death angel
passed over the tribes of Israel from the 14th
to the 15th. Mr. Tkach: “What the Jews eat
on the 15th of Nisan is not a memorial of the
death of the Lord, nor is it a memorial of the
killing of the Passover lambs. It is a memorial
of the Israelites’ deliverance from the death angel
(who passed over those houses smeared with
the blood of the slain lambs) and their departure from the physical and spiritual bondage
of Egypt in the early morning hours (but still
dark) of the 15th.”
(2) Changed the time of day that the

Passover lambs were killed from the beginning of the 14th day to the late afternoon of
the 14th. Mr. Tkach: “The Passover meal, which
the Jews still commemorate, although without the sacrificial lambs, was always eaten after
the lambs were killed and the 14th had ended.”
(3) Changed the day that the Passover was
eaten (as originally observed) from the 14th
day at even to the 15th day. Mr. Tkach: “The
meal was eaten on the 15th but the killing of the
lambs was a few hours
earlier on the 14th.”
(4) Stated that Jesus
Christ did not eat the
Passover lamb on the
day that he was crucified. Mr. Tkach: “What
Jesus did with his disciples the night before
he was crucified (the
night of the 14th) was
not to eat a meal consisting of this Passover lamb.”
The True Passover Teaching—From:
PGR, March 21, 1980,
OFFICIAL RULING ON
PASSOVER, by Herbert

W. Armstrong: “And when
the hour was come,
Jesus sat down with
the disciples. At this
last Passover they partook of roast lamb and a
meal. But after that, same evening, Jesus introduced the NEW TESTAMENT service of the bread
and wine.” End of Quotes
Another Major Difference by Mr.
Tkach—He rejected the symbolism of the
BREAD that pictures the body of Jesus Christ
that was broken for the healing of His people
(Isaiah 52:12-14; 53:1-1-6), by saying there is no
such thing as Physical Sin. There is a definite
distinction between physical and spiritual sin!
Physical Sin—Mr. Armstrong stated in
his booklet on Healing, 1979 Publication,
page 47, “God formed the human body out of
matter (Genesis 2:7). God so designed our
physical bodies that they function according
to definite PHYSICAL LAWS. The digestive system, the elimination system and the circulation system, for example, were designed to
function together—and this functioning is a
LAW OF NATURE—physical LAW! . . . The
TRANSGRESSION OF LAW, according to God’s
definition (I John 3:4), is physical SIN! Its
penalty is sickness, disease or debility . . .

“To say there is no such thing as physical
sin, as has been taught by self-professing intellectuals, is NOT intellectual—it is rank STUPIDITY, IGNORANCE OR WILLFUL PERVERSION OF PLAIN SIMPLE TRUTH!” (Matthew
816-17; Luke 5:17-25; John 5 1-14).
“In Remembrance of Me”—“And He
took bread, gave thanks and broke it,
and said, ‘This is My body which is given
for you, do this in remembrance of Me.’
Likewise, He took the
cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new
covenant in My blood
which is shed for you’ ”
(Luke 22:19-20).
Passover Service—
Which Passover service
will you be taking part in—
the one by an apostate pastor-general, or the true one by God’s late and
faithful apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong?
Scripture exhorts us to examine ourselves
before partaking of it. Will you?
God’s True Church—For those who know
and believe the teachings of God’s Holy Bible,
Scripture reveals God has only ONE CHURCH
and no more! (Matthew 16:18). And in His
Church are only those whom God has selectively called and added to it (John 6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16); a little, little, Church (Luke 12:32;
Matthew 7:13-14). And in God’s true Church
the fullness of His true teachings are believed
and taught by His true and faithful ministers
(Revelation 3:7-13).
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study
your Bible together with the last book Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong wrote: the unedited
MYSTERY OF THE AGES, ISBN 0-396-08773-6,
and believe it. This could save your life from
these worsening troublesome times before
us. Remember—Mr. Armstrong was the man
Jesus Christ used to teach all of us His truth
(II Timothy 3:13-14).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2017 The Church of God.
All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the respective owners
thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by
The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Does Romans 7 show Paul a slave of sin?

F

“

or we know that the law is
spiritual, but I am carnal, sold
under sin. For what I am
doing, I do not understand. For what I
will to do, that I do not practice; but what
I hate, that I do” (Rom 7:14-15). “I find
then a law, that evil is present with me,
the one who wills to do good” (vs. 21).
“But I see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of
sin which is in my members” (vs. 23).
Does this sound familiar? Do you
take consolation from this, that Paul
felt the same weakness that you do?
We want to be right, but don’t always
do right, because there is this power
that convinces us it’s OK just this
once, or no one will know, or it’s really no big deal.
However, Paul is telling his story for
a greater purpose. He wants to show
the power of Christ in the converted.
Can he get out of this situation?
“O wretched man that I am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? I

thank God—through Jesus Christ our
Lord!” (Rom 7:24-25a).
In fact, Paul tells us there is One
who can deliver us from the human
condition, Jesus Christ. “For the law of
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has made
me free from the law of sin and death”
(Rom 8:2). This Law of Sin is the
same one described in 7:23 five verses
before. Death in 8:2 is included in
parallel, as equivalent. The Law of
Sin is death working in us.
Christ enabled Paul to break free
from that law or power that kept him
from doing what he knew he should
do. How could that happen? “. . . God
did by sending His own Son . . . condemned
sin in the flesh, that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us
who do not walk according to the flesh but
according to the Spirit” (Rom 8:3-4).
Paul was able by seeking to please
his Savior to ignore the pulls of the
flesh and walk to His higher standard. He set Christ’s example in the
forefront of his mind. He was no
longer held captive to the power that

made him sin. No wonder he could
say, “And those who are Christ’s have
crucified the flesh with its passions and
desires” (Gal 5:24). “Knowing this, that
our old man was crucified with Him,
that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves
of sin” (Rom 6:6).
Paul’s confusion, frustration and
angst in Romans 7 was from a time
before he came to appreciate the sacrifice of Christ. Once he understood
and accepted that sacrifice, he was
able to set aside his own priorities
(dictated by his flesh) to build his
relationship with his Master and
Savior. Jesus’ life and death teach the
fundamental spirit and principles
behind God’s law, His covenant.
“But their minds were blinded. For
until this day the same veil remains
unlifted in the reading of the Old Testament [Old covenant], because the veil is
taken away in Christ. . . . Nevertheless
when one turns to the Lord, the veil is
taken away” (2Cor 3:14, 16).
It is only through a careful exami-

nation of Christ’s selfless conduct
and teaching that one can understand His expectation of us. Physical
things must be secondary. “. . . You cannot serve God and mammon” (Mat 6:24).
Some allow themselves sin, citing
Paul’s example from before his conversion, from before he was released
by Christ from the law of sin that
brought death. They believe that the
spirit of God easily coexists in one
who sins, in spite of: “. . . For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light
with darkness?” (2Cor 6:14) and other
similar exhortation.
Don’t wait for someone ordained
of men to look into this for you. Understand God’s way, which is His
covenant on which Christ guided His
life. A surface reading is insufficient.
One won’t have the veil of misunderstanding lifted if they’ve not really
carefully studied the foundation
and all aspects of Christ’s life.
CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others have missed.
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There Are Only Three Festivals
By David Rydholm
eviticus 23 does not add four more
festivals to the three festivals of
Exodus 23:14-16. Ex 23:14-16 is still
true after the instructions in
Leviticus 23 were given. There are still only
three times to observe a feast: (1) seven, not
eight, days of unleavened bread; (2) Feast of
the harvest; i.e., Pentecost; (3) the Feast of
Tabernacles for seven days, not eight days.
But a response may be: I have kept those
three festivals for years, and more. It’s the
“and more” that is a problem. God’s Word is
not to be added to or taken away—Deuteronomy 4:2. Exodus 23:14-16 and Deuteronomy 16:16 (cf 2 Chronicles 8:13) are still exactly true now as they were 3,500 years ago.
Where’s the Passover, the 14th, in Exodus
23:14-16? It is a feast—Exodus 12:14. It is in
the seven days of unleavened bread, is the
first day—Exodus 12:18 (until but not including the 21st); Deuteronomy 16:4; Ezekiel
45:21; Matthew 26:17; Mark 14:1, 12; Luke 22:7;
Acts 12:3-4. Some one-day feasts other than
Pentecost are singled out in Scripture and
they occur during the seven days of

L

unleavened bread: the Passover, and the feast
on the 15th celebrating the Exodus—
Leviticus 23:6 (in the Hebrew text this verse
does not state the days of unleavened bread
begin on the 15th), and the feast on the seventh day—Exodus 13:6.
Exodus 23:14-16 does not refer to three
seasons of seven feasts. The word “seasons” is
not in Strong’s or the NASB definitions of the
Hebrew word for “times” in Exodus 23:14.
Exodus 23:14-16 lists feasts (Hebrew words
chag or chagag). Leviticus 23 lists fixed times
(Hebrew word moed) as translated in the
Tanakh, which include both the feasts and
the weekly and annual sabbaths. The word
feasts is a poor translation in Leviticus 23:1-4.
Fixed times (moed) include more than feasts,
may also be assemblies, convocations and
sabbaths. The concept of seven feasts contradicts Exodus 23:14-16, which lists only
three feasts.
What then are the fixed times of Leviticus 23? They are the three feasts as listed in
Exodus 23:14-16, the weekly sabbath, and
the annual sabbaths of Tishri 1, 10, and 22.
There are no scriptures in the Hebrew or

Greek that call the annual sabbaths on
Tishri 1, 10, and 22 feast days. The “Feast of
Trumpets” is not a feast but a sabbath. The
Day of Atonement is not a feast but an
annual sabbath and a fast. The eighth day,
Tishri 22, is not a feast but a sabbath. The
Passover, the 14th, is not a separate festival;
otherwise there would be more than three
festivals contrary to the truths in Exodus
23:14-16. The Passover is part of the seven
days of unleavened bread. Unleavened bread
is to be eaten seven days, not eight days,
including at the Passover service—Deuteronomy 16:2-3.
What’s the difference between a feast and
a sabbath? A feast is a time to celebrate
something. A sabbath is a “time out,” an intermission, a time to rest and not work.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today
and forever. So is His calendar with fixed
dates from Adam. Scriptures indicate by
referring to Jewish names of months—Nehemiah 2:1; 6:15; Esther 3:7, 13; 8:9, 12; 9:1, 15,
17, 21; Ezra 6:15—that calendar is based on
the Jewish lunar calculations (cf Romans 3:12). God’s holy days are fixed. Pentecost is

fixed as the seventh Sunday after the days of
unleavened bread.
Leviticus 23 does not add four more
“feasts” to Exodus 23, the four being Passover—Nisan 14, “Trumpets”—Tishri 1, Atonement—Tishri 10, and the Eighth Day—
Tishri 22 thought by some to be the “Last
Great Day.” These days are annual sabbaths,
not feasts except for Passover, which is both
an annual sabbath and a feast. All of God’s
times are moeds but only three (Exodus 23:1416) are festivals and moeds.
The last great day of John 7:37 is “of the
feast.” It is therefore a feast day, must be
within the seven days of the Feast of Tabernacles. By the fixed times, lunar calculations, of the Jewish Calendar Tishri 23 is
never a sabbath. Yet the day after the great
day of John 7:37 was a sabbath: John 7:37 to
9:14. Therefore that sabbath of John 9:14
must have been the annual sabbath of
Tishri 22, and the great day before was
Tishri 21, the last day of the feast of tabernacles, indeed the last great day of the
feast. The “Last Great Day” is Tishri 21,
not Tishri 22.

Jesus Ascended on Pentecost and
Will Return in Like Manner?
By David Rydholm
he apostles saw Jesus through 40
days. All of them? Thomas didn’t
see Jesus until after eight days
after the other apostles saw the
Christ Sunday evening including most likely
into the second day of the week, the first day
being Saturday sunset to Sunday sunset—
John 20:19-26. After eight days (Tuesday to
Tuesday) is Wednesday.
If Thomas saw Jesus through 40 days,
those days were Wednesday through Sunday,
the Sunday being the day of Pentecost. A
more accurate translation of Acts 2:1 is: ‘And
in the completing of the day of Pentecost,’ a
phrase that suggests something occurred
earlier on that day, which could be
Christ’s ascension to heaven.

T

The apostles came together—Acts 1:6—
again after an assembly in verse 4 and after
not many days—verse 5. Why?
The purpose of the meeting in Acts 1:6
was to receive the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. They came together to receive the
Holy Spirit. This was at the time Jesus
returned to heaven—verse 9. Would the
apostles return to Jerusalem after Christ’s
ascension and then wait 10 days to receive
the Holy Spirit when the purpose of the
meeting on the day of Christ’s ascension was
to receive the Holy Spirit? I don’t think the
apostles waited 10 days.
Notice: the apostles were to receive the
Holy Spirit “not many days hence” (KJV), at
their meeting—verse 6—which occurred
after the “not many days hence.” Jesus stat-

ed that in a few days the apostles would
receive the Holy Spirit. When the apostles
accordingly (Greek oun, Strong’s 3767 for
“therefore”) came together, after being together a few days before—Acts 1:4, they received the Holy Spirit at that time. We
know the Holy Spirit was given on the Day
of Pentecost. After putting the scriptures
together, they show Jesus ascended early in
the morning of Pentecost, the apostles returned to Jerusalem and received the Holy
Spirit at about 9:00 AM—Acts 2:15.
But would all the apostles have to see
Jesus 40 days to fulfill Acts 1:2-3? The author
of Acts lists the names of the apostles in Acts
1:13. It seems Acts 1:2-3 would not be completely true if even one of the apostles listed

in verse 13 did not see Jesus through 40 days.
But the passage of Acts 1:15-26 shows the
choosing of Matthias occurred after Jesus
ascended to heaven—verse 22. However, the
passage may not necessarily be in chronological order with other events of Acts 1. It
is noted Matthias is not mentioned with the
other apostles in Acts 1:13.
Pentecost is the feast of harvest—Exodus
23:16, and a harvest occurs at the end of the
age—Matthew 13:39. These scriptures suggest that Christ returning at the end of the
age returns on Pentecost, at the time of the
harvest of the firstfruits.
If Jesus ascended 40 days after His resurrection, the apostle Thomas did not
see Jesus through 40 days.

There Is No ‘First’ Tithe or ‘Third’
Tithe in the Old Testament
By David Rydholm
he “first” tithe was more or less
defined by the former Worldwide
Church of God as 10% of an
annual harvest in Old Testament
Israel given to the Levites. The Levites were
to receive “all the tithe”—Numbers 18:21.
True, but what was “all the tithe”? The
“third” tithe was defined by the WCG as
10% of an annual harvest given every third
year to the poor, fatherless, widow, stranger.
But a careful examination of the scriptures shows the first recipient listed in
the so-called “third tithe” scriptures is
the Levite. Did the Levite get 10% every
year and another 10% every third year? No.
Tithes—Deuteronomy 14:28-29; 26:12—
or an annual 10% of the country’s produce—
were given every third year to the Levite and
the alien, fatherless, widow (NASB). Why?
Don’t the Levites, alien, fatherless and
widow eat every year?
Furthermore, if the third year is the
year of tithing, are the first year and
second year years of tithing? Not in

T

the sense of giving tithes to others.
Israel was to tithe every year but keep and
consume the tithe at the festivals—Deuteronomy 12:6-18—and share their tithe with
the Levite—verse 18—at the festivals. But a
separate tithe was given to the Levites and
others only every third year.
The Levites were only about 2% of the
population—Numbers 1-4, 31:30—and it
appears the alien, fatherless, widow were
about 1.3% of the population and so every
third year 10% of the entire country’s produce was given, or was supposed to be given,
to about 3.3% of the population, or the
equivalent of 3.3% of an annual harvest every
year. The tithes were stored up for years—cf
Leviticus 25:20-22.
Was 10% of an entire country’s produce
given every year to 3.3% of the population? I
don’t think so. Tithes would be way too
much and would eventually rot? If 100% of
the population eat 100% of the harvest,
then 3.3% of the population should eat 3.3%
of the produce.
What’s third is the year, not the tithe.

There is no phrase “third tithe” or “third
tithe year.” A “third tithe year” is very much
different in meaning from a “third year of
tithing.”
There is no “first” tithe given to others
every year. Tithes were given to others only
every third year. That tithe every third year
could be called the third year tithe but is not
a third tithe.
Some tithing points: *The plural word
“tithes” isn’t necessarily 10% + another 10%
+ another 10%, etc., but can refer to different produce or product types such as grain
or wine, or, the “tithes” could refer to tithes
given by more than one person. Ten percent
plus ten percent of the same produce is not
a tithe but is 20%.
“All the tithe”—Leviticus 27:30—is not
necessarily 10% of all the produce all the
time but is a tithe when harvested. There
was no harvesting in a sabbatical year and so
no tithing in that year was done. All 10%
doesn’t mean 10% of all.
Amos 4:4: tithes were brought every
three years.

Firstfruits year by year—Nehemiah
10:35—are not tithes, are the first, not 10%,
of the crop.
The king would take a tithe of all, of
seed, of vineyards, of sheep—1 Samuel 8:15,
17, more than what God instructs.
A tithe or part of a tithe could be kept
and paid in money if 20% is added; i.e., $1.20
is paid for a tithe of grain, wine, olive oil,
etc., worth $1.00—Leviticus 27:31—compare with verses 15, 16, 19, 25. With this in
mind it can be concluded there’s no commandment to tithe on monetary income
[buy back a dollar and pay $1.20?!—makes
no s(c)en(t)se!], but there is an option to pay
in money rather than pay tithes in-kind such
as grain or wine.
With the above being said, there nevertheless are three tithes in the Bible: (1) tithes
given to others every third year, or the third
and sixth year in a seven year cycle; (2) tithes
kept by the tither to consume/use at the
three pilgrimage festivals; and (3) tithes
given by the Levites to the priests—
Numbers 18:26; Nehemiah 10:38.

Comment: davidrydholm@yahoo.com
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

12

Issue No. 193 (March 31, 2017)

COMMON

The House of God

Faith

NETWORK

God’s only identifying mark on His people
is the Sabbath and Holy Days for a reason.
So the world will know who they are.
Live streaming services on our website and YouTube
each Sabbath at 10:30 AM and 1 PM.
Bible study Wednesdays at 7 PM.
Services:
Call home office: / 254-727-4424
1309 N. 15th, Temple, TX 76504
e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com
Join us at the Feast of Tabernacles in
Galveston, Texas, or Colorado Springs, Colorado.
Go to www.houseofgod.tv for more information.
Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.
Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.

The Alpha & Omega Bible
A Restoration of the Original Hebrew & Greek
Finally! A study Bible with notes that support the Sabbath day & the
Holy Days, and does not promote Xmas, Easter, Trinity, Sunday or pretrib rapture! More than a study Bible, it restores verses & books that
were removed by the Catholic Church & others. Also removes verses
that were added, more correctly translates Scripture. Available free to
those who cannot afford!
http://alphaomegabible.isawthelightministries.com

Sea Scriptures
A quiz by Miss Emmett Koppe
As a 17-year-old college student who delights in creative writing, I put this quiz together as a fun challenge for believers to see how well their intuition can
determine what is Scripture and what's not. All the
questions on this quiz are based on Scripture.

C

ommon Faith Network is excited to announce that the 2017 Feast of
Tabernacles will be held at the Emerald Coast Convention Center in
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida October 5 —12. Once again this Feast site will be a
collaborative effort with Church of God International, LifeResource Ministries,
Common Ground Ministries and Church of God Cincinnati.
Many Feastgoers are familiar with this facility as well as the wonderful
opportunities available on the Florida Gulf Coast, including beautiful beach
front accommodations.
Come join us at the ECCC located just across the bridge from famous Destin,
Florida. Enjoy food and fellowship beginning at 5:00 PM, Wednesday evening,
October 4th, followed by opening services at 7:30.

Common Faith Network
Feast of Tabernacles 2017
Ft. Walton Beach, Florida

1. Who had a vision of a sea of glass?
(a) Isaiah, (b) John, (c) Ezra

2. What happens to the sea in the world to come?
(a) There is no need for water in heaven, (b) It turns to
glass, (c) It doesn’t exist

3. In heaven and on the new earth, there will be no more
sea because:
(a) Salt no longer exists, (b) Salt is now in stagnant
waters, (c) There are only rivers, streams, ponds, lakes, etc.

4. What did Peter find with a coin in its mouth?
(a) Fish, (b) Whale, (c) Dolphin

5. When did Elohim use a wind from the sea to feed the
children of Israel?
(a) When He fed them manna, (b) When He fed them quail

For details visit: www.commonfaithnetwork.com
https://www.facebook.com/commonfaithnetwork

Answers: 1 (b) Revelation 4:6; 2 (c) Revelation 21:1; 3 (b) Ezekiel 47:11; 4
(a) Matthew 17:27; 5 (b) Numbers 11:31

Obituaries
Continued from page 5
ings, no campuses and only one book, a book
that had gotten her husband fired. ¶ She repented, believed and never rebelled, even as the
entire church turned away from the truth taught
by Mr. Armstrong. ¶ During her second marriage
Mrs. Amos developed a love for travel, especially to areas including England, Ireland and Scotland, because of their connection with the
throne of David, which Mr. Flurry emphasizes.
She also had an interest in art and for several
years taught art classes to HWAC and IA students and local members. ¶ Mrs. Amos suffered a stroke a year ago, followed by a series
of ministrokes that led to a debilitating stroke
a month before her death on Feb. 16. Even
when facing the end of her physical life, Mrs.
Amos remained focused on sacrificing for
God’s Work. Barely able to communicate, she
told her son that she wanted to increase her
contributions to the church. The final coworker
letter she received from Mr. Flurry was found to
be heavily marked up. ¶ Mrs. Amos was gentle
and considerate. Before she died she heard
about one of her relatives losing the diamond

Obituaries

Obituaries

Obituaries

Obituaries

from her wedding ring. Struggling to search
through her jewelry box, she found a replacement. “Use this diamond,” she said. ¶ Mr.
Fraser showed from the Bible that his motherin-law will usher in an age of spiritual diamonds. “Her gesture lives on for eternity,” he
said. Mrs. Amos loved to look at the stars and
envision her future, he said, and she lived the
best life possible. ¶ Mrs. Amos was buried in
Gracelawn Cemetery in Edmond, the same
cemetery where PCG founding lady Barbara
Flurry was buried more than 12 years ago.
Jean Roberson, a very longtime member and
former employee of the Intercontinental Church
of God, passed away at age 86. She operated
the ICG database for many years and is sorely
missed by her wonderful husband, Chester and
by all of the ICG members. Both Mrs. and Mr.
Roberson go way back to the early days of Ambassador College.
John Patt McCarty, 77, of Richardson, Texas,
passed away peacefully April 9, 2017, due to
complications of congestive heart failure. He
finally won the battle and went home to be
with Jesus. ¶ “Saved by Grace” is more than the

marking of his headstone. It was the way Patt
lived and viewed his life in Jesus. ¶ Patt was
father, grandfather, brother, uncle and beloved
son. Born Feb. 29, 1940, to Johnny “Jack” and
Vera McCarty in Dallas, he grew up the brother
of H.D McCarty and Jacklin
Diana McCarty Vaughan. ¶
After graduating from Hillcrest High School, he went
on to college at Ambassador College in Big Sandy,
Texas. ¶ John had a deep
hunger for God’s Word, and
cultivated his personal relationship with Jesus. He
Patt McCarty
often would say: “What
you see about me is the
Jesus in me coming out.” Those who knew him
for many years, or just a short time, were keenly aware of his strong identity in Jesus. ¶ Patt
helped others to develop their personal connection with Jesus. His unusual life experiences and
walk in faith prepared him for many struggles
and allowed him to triumph in the victory of salvation in Christ. ¶ Known by John or Patt to his
contemporaries, workmates and friends, he was
affectionally Uncle Patt to his nieces and

nephews. He also answered to J.P. when called
by his mother, Vera McCarty. ¶ Patt is survived
by his brother H.D. McCarty, nieces Karen
(McCarty) Anderson, Heather (Brown) Isenhower and nephews Kahle Brown, and Jason
Brown. ¶ Patt’s funeral was on April 13, 2017,
at Sparkman Richardson Funeral Home, Richardson, Texas. Burial followed at Restland
Cemetery, Richardson.
Jolene Karen Ellis Jones passed away Feb. 23,
2017. She was born on Aug. 17, 1974, to the late
Walter Ellis and Cynthia Walton. Jolene was preceded in death by her father and her grandmother,
Lillie Rogers, whom she loved dearly. She leaves to
cherish her memories her mom, Cynthia Walton; a
devoted husband, Gerie
Jones; two children, Tareka
Robinson (Juan Quintero)
and Tevin Robinson; a sister,
Charlotte Ellis; a brother,
Charles Huff; two grandchildren, Anthony Quintero and
Kendrick Robinson; her
stepmom, Carol Huff; and a
host of aunts, uncles, couJolene Jones
sins and friends.

Roger Foster died peacefully at his home Feb.
27, 2017. He was born in Doniphan, Mo., in
1936. He was first hired into the work of the
Radio Church of God in 1958, and in the fall of
1959 he was sent out as a
ministerial trainee. ¶ In
October 1960 he married
his loving wife of 56 years,
Janice Roemer. As newlyweds, they began the first
assignment of their longtime ministry in Long Beach
and Los Angeles, Calif.. He
and Janice served the church Roger Foster
faithfully in 28 congregations over the course of 54 years, and Roger
was a senior writer for church publications in
the WCG and later the Untied Church of God. ¶
Roger was known for being firmly grounded in
God’s Word. He was used powerfully by God
to preach the gospel and to help prepare
God’s people for the soon-coming Kingdom.
His legacy is truly one of agape love that will
be felt for years to come by those whom he
selflessly and tirelessly served.
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Who Are the Israeli
Jews Really?

I

t is fairly well established as fact in
many people’s minds
that the present day
“Israeli Jews” in Palestine
today are descended from
the tribes of Israel. Or,
specifically, of the tribe of
Judah. Is this really true? Is
it possible that the first
“Jews” to arrive in Palestine
after World War I and the
Russian Jews that came
after World War II, are not of
Israel at all? Is it possible
that they are indeed
descended from Abraham,
through Isaac, but not
through Jacob? Let’s see.
In what follows, I will
present a historical overview
that will give the answers
from today’s perspective,
back to the actual origin of
the descendants of today’s
Israeli Jews.
(1) First, as is common
knowledge, the Judean Jews
of today mostly came from
the survivors of the World
War II holocaust, who came
into Palestine beginning in
1948-49. These Jews, at the
time of their migrating, were
mostly referred to as
“Russian” Jews (R). Thus the
question: From whence did
these Russian Jews originate, before their arriving in
Eastern and North Central
Europe?
(2) Their arrival to the
West came as a result of the
invasion of the Mongols
from the east. For, prior to
the invasion, the Russian
Jews were known as
Khazars (RK). Khazaria was
a nation that was in the
Steppes of Russia. Here they
were known as “wealthy
and influential” peoples,
having settled there from
northern Turkey, sometime
around the first quarter of
the 300s A.D.
(3) As mentioned, they

came to the Steppes from
northern Turkey. It was while
they were here that the RK
Jews gained the name and
title Ashkenazis (RKA). But
from whence did they come
to Turkey, and why the name
Ashkenazai?
First, they came from
within the borders of the
Roman Empire. Second, they
became known of Askenazis
because, when the nations
left Shinar, the sons of
Japheth first settled in
northern Turkey. And one of
Japheth’s sons, Ashkenaz,
settled in the area of the
RK Jews.
By the way, said area was
a “no man’s land”: the area
in which were the “seven
churches.” Why “no man’s
land”? Because they were
not welcome anywhere else.
The Israelite Parthian Empire
didn’t want them, as did not
Rome. The area of the seven
churches was the only area
available to them.

(RKAH) Jews rebelled. But
the question is: From
whence originated the
Herodian Jews in the first
place?
Said Herodians ought not
to be confused with the
“Herodians” of the 1st century A.D. Actually, said
Jewish sect became known
of as such as a result of the
religion of Herod the Great,
who lived and reigned during the last half of the 1st
century B.C. This is the
Herod of the famous
“Herodian Temple” in
Jerusalem. At the same time,
how was it that Herod
became a circumcised Jew,
observing the law of Moses?
Here is what happened:
(6) The Herodians’ origins
date to the 200s B.C. There
came a time then when an
army of Parthian Israelites
invaded the lands of
Palestine, which to this time
were under the control of
two descendants of

to the east, and the land of
Esau’s (Jordan’s) west border.
After winning the battle,
the king “forced all of the
Idumean males to be circumcised, and for all their
citizens to observe the law
of Moses,” thus making
them “twice of the devil as
themselves.”
(7) From whom were
these Idumeans descended?
From Esau (RKAHIE) through
his marriage to two
Canaanite wives. But Esau
himself, in founding his
nation, did so through his
marriage to one of Ishmael’s
daughters.
Perhaps this was the reason the Idumeans were not
necessarily welcome in
Esau’s homeland. Anyway,
when looking at RKAHIE
think of the “E” as referring
more to “Edom” as being
“Esau”—especially when
studying the topic and name
in Scripture.

How was it that Herod became a
circumcised Jew, observing the law of
Moses? Read here what happened.

(4) As mentioned, the RKA
Jews came out of Roman
borders. Why? Because,
when they lived within said
borders, they rebelled
against a Roman law, a law
that forbade any circumcising of male babies. Because
these loyal RKAs rebelled
against said law, there was
war, and the RKAs were
defeated in 132 A.D.
(5) Just what law was it
that the RKA Jews rebelled
against? Well, Rome passed
a law that forbade the circumcising of babies. The
very righteous “Herodian”

Alexander the Great’s four
generals. When the Israelite
army invaded, they defeated
the Syrian ruler before going
against Egypt. But they did
take the time to crown king
the elder son of a man
named Maccabee.
The first thing this new
“king of the Jewish
Israelites” did was to raise
an army, with which he
invaded and defeated a people living in southern Judah.
These people were known of
as Idumeans. (RKAHI). They
had settled in southern
Judah, west of the Dead Sea

In conclusion, let’s go
back to the time when the
Khazars were chased out of
the Steppes of Russia and
the time when they became
known as Russian Jews. The
Russian Jews lived in
Eastern and Central Europe
for several centuries, where
they became a relatively
wealthy and successful people, involved in everything
from manufacturing to
banking.
However, in the last half
of the 1800s a man named
Bismarck began the task of
uniting the 100 or so

“states” of the Germanic
peoples into one united
nation. As was to be done in
the future, he chose the
“Russian Jews” as his
scapegoat.
Thus they were expelled
from Germany’s borders,
with most going eastward
into Eastern Europe while
many others went back
into the Steppes of Russia,
being invited to do so by
the czar.
However, a goodly number of said Russian Jews,
along with some who were
labeled “German Jews,”
began to migrate west. The
some 500,000 German Jews
migrated to America
between 1850 and 1870.
Most of these gave up the
Sabbath and became
Christians, most, apparently,
Episcopalians.
Beginning around 1870,
through the beginning of
World War I, they migrated
as well to America, some
6,000,000 or so.
There were distinct differences between the peoples
of these two migrations.
First, the “German Jews”
were described as being
“taller, slimmer, with lighter
skin, hair, and eyes,” while
the Russian Jews were
described as being “shorter,
stalkier, with darker skin,
hair, and eyes.”
The German Jews were
apparently the descendants
of the “Rabbis” whom the
Ashkenazi Jews called for
from Babylon in the early
300s A.D. It was in Babylon,
at this time, where the
majority of the tribe of
Judah resided. They, like the
other tribes of Israel, had to
migrate when the Arabic
armies began to invade.
Scripture is very clear on
the future of today’s Israeli
Jews.
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The Journal lists 195 Feast sites for 2017
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Orange Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Alaska—Anchorage: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Arizona—Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Arkansas—Searcy: Points of Truth
Ministries, http://pointsoftruth.com.
California—Indian Wells: Guardian
Ministries, http://www.daveantion.com,
David Antion, P.O. Box 50734, Pasadena,
CA 91115. King’s Beach: ICG, http://
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. San Diego: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. San Diego:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Colorado—Colorado Springs: The
House of God, Ron Harmon, houseofgod1015@gmail.com, 1309 N. 15th,
Temple, Tex. 76504, (254) 727-4424.
Estes Park: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Snowmass:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Steamboat Springs: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Destin: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com.
Fort Myers: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Fort Walton
Beach: CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-oftabernacles. Melrose: Oct 6-14,
Community of YHVH, http://fallfeast.com.
Panama City: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panama City
Beach: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Panama City Beach: ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
St. Petersburg: CGI/CFN,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles. St.
Petersburg: COG in Miami/CGI,
http://godschurch.org/Feastlocation.htm.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Hawaii—Hapuna Beach: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Indiana—Elkhart: Pacific church of God,
http://pacificcog.org/fot2017.
Iowa—Manson: Sukkot—The Rehearsal,
http://midwestsukkot.com.
Kentucky—Kentucky Dam Village:
CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles. Lake Barkley: ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Branson: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson: ICG,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. Branson: Oct. 3-10,
Church of God in Truth, http://www.postponements.com/id15.htm. Lake of the
Ozarks: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Montana—Glacier Country: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
North Carolina—Bladen Lakes State
Forest: Oct. 5-13, Sukkot N.C.,
http://www.sukkotnc.com. Lake
Junaluska: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Shawnee State
Park: Oct. 5-13, Truth on the Web
Ministries,
http://www.truthontheweb.org/
THEFEAST.htm.
Oklahoma—Lake Eufaula State Park:
Oct. 4-11, The One True Elohim,
http://www.onetrueelohim.com/dates.ht
ml. Wagoner: CGI/CFN,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles, Wynn
Skelton, wls45@suddenlink.net, (903)
939-2929.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Lebanon: Oct. 411, Jubilee Sukkot 2017,
https://manna.events/sukkot/more-information. Redmond: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Seaside: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Pennsylvania—Harrisburg: Pleasant
Hills Christian Church, http://www.pleasanthillschristianchurch.com/site7/Schedul
e.html. Lake Harmony: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. White Haven:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
South Carolina—Hilton Head Island:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy,
http://churchofgodbigsandy.com, Lyle
Kerby,(304) 354-7147. Myrtle Beach:
ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. Myrtle Beach:
CGI/CFN, http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Tennessee—Chattanooga: Vigilant
Church of God, https://vigilantcog.com.
Newport: I Saw The Light Ministries,
http://www.isawthelightministries.com/fe
ast.html, Tim Carpenter. Pigeon Forge:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Sevierville: Church of God Worldwide
Ministries,
cogwwm.homestead.com/Feast-ofTabernacles-2017.html.
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,
PO Box 690, Big Sandy, TX 75755.
Galveston: The House of God, Ron
Harmon, houseofgod1015@gmail.com,
1309 N. 15th, Temple, Tex. 76504, (254)
727-4424. Galveston: ICG, http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Lake Bob Sandlin State Park:
Season of our Joy, www.sooj.org, Tim
Kelley, tim@sooj.org. Lake Conroe:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Lake
Texoma: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
New Braunfels: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Vermont—Mount Snow: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Wisconsin—Green Lake: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Lake Geneva:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Wisconsin

Lambert, fotestonia@gmail.com, (607)
796-2669, 562 Sing Sing Road,
Horseheads, NY 14845.
Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
France—Calais: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Carry-le-Rouet:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Roquebrune-sur-Argens: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Tim & Maryse
Pebworth, feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Gabon—Pointe Denis: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org,
www.vkg.org/fot.php.
Ghana—Accra: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Kumasi: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA,

https://fot2017.lcg.org. Montego Bay:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
jamaicafot@gmail.com. Runaway Bay:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Kachinland—Lazum Brang, Na Mawn,
Lake Indawgyi Region, P.O. Hopin 01112, Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)
Kenya—Got Kachola: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Monte Knudson,
monte_knudson@ucg.org. Kendu Bay:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Mombasa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Monte
Knudson, monte_knudson@ucg.org.
Nakuru: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Ogembo: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Monte Knudson,
monte_knudson@ucg.org.
Malawi—Blantyre: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious Mpilangwe,

hese are the Feast of
Tabernacles sites for 2017 THE
JOURNAL was aware of at press
time. Information for the listing comes
from Web sites and information sent
directly to THE JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other JOURNAL readers. THE
JOURNAL especially acknowledges the
information available at http://
7th-day.info (the 7th Day Sabbath
Churches of God website).
Unless otherwise stated, each listing
shown here represents an observance
beginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 4,
2017, and continuing through Thursday,

Oct. 12, 2017 (referred to as the Last
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day
in the various Churches of God).
This listing abbreviates Church of
God International/Common Faith
Network (CGI/CFN), Tyler, Texas;
Intercontinental Church of God (ICG),
Tyler; Living Church of God (LCG),
Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church of
God (CCG), Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United
Church of God an International
Association (UCG), Milford, Ohio;
Church of God Ministries International
(CGMI); and Church of God a
Worldwide Association (CGWA). Note

that some phone numbers refer to a
church’s headquarters in the United
States rather than a local Feast contact.
Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open
attendance policy; that is, visitors are
welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s
understanding that some Church of
God organizations allow Feastgoers to
attend with them only by special permission. Therefore, if you wish to
attend one of those churches’ Feast
sites, The Journal recommends you first
contact the sponsoring church or its
representative.

Waters, Queensland: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Bill Bradford, billbradford@bigpond.com.au, +61-7-37115599. St. Helens, Tasmania: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Matthew Sieff,
matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-2-43883463. Rockingham, Western
Australia: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Grant Chick, grantchick@ ucg.org.au,
+61-8-9523-4623.
Barbados—Pebble Beach: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. St. Lawrence
Gap: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Barundi—Mugina: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Benin—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise
Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr.
Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mario Seiglie, marioseiglie@sbcglobal.net, (714) 533-9481;
Raul Machicao, mackao077@gmail.com,
591-2-275-0799. Santa Cruz: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Brazil—Bonfim: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.Maloca de
Moscou: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.,
Jorge de Campos,
jorge_decampos@ucg.org, (513) 9079774.
Cameroon—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Moise Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.
fr. Eseka: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Canada—Cochrane, Alta.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Larry DeLong,
larry_delong@ucg.org. Kimberley,
B.C.: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Victoria, B.C.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, John Elliott, victoriafeast@ucg.ca. Liverpool, N.S.:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Barrie,
Ont.: Maranatha Church of God,
http://maranathachurchofgod.ca.
Collingwood, Ont.: CGI/CFN,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian
Church of God, http://www.canadianchurchofgod.com. Midland, Ont.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Niagara
Falls, Ont.: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Roseneath,
P.E.I.: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Orford, Que.: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Sorel, Que.:
LCG, https:// fot2017.lcg.org.
Caribbean Cruise—Christian
Educational Ministries, http://www.
borntowin.net.
Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Olmue: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Jaime Gallardo,
jaime_gallardo@ucg.org; Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.
China—Hong Kong: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, www.feasthongkong2017.com.
Colombia—Armenia: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.Cartagena:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Scott Hoefker,
scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704) 628-6383.
El Rodadero, Santa Marta: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Congo (Democratic Republic of)—
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Kinshasa:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Cuba—Playa Larga: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
England—Bournemouth: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Torquay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kendal: ICG,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. Kendal: Seventh Day
Christians,http://www.
syvendedagskristne.no/Festival.html.
Estonia—Kuressaare, Saaremaa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Johnnie

http://feast.cogwa.org. Antigua: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Panajachel:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Israel Robledo,
jisrael.robledo@gmail.com; Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.
Guyana—Georgetown: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Lethem: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Haiti—Paillant: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
India—Agra: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
David Schreiber,
david_schreiber@ucg.org, (507) 3778151. Kochi: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Israel—Jerusalem and Tour of Israel:
Oct. 4-13, Congregation of Yahweh
(Jerusalem) https://coyhwh.com.
Italy—Sabaudia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, www.feastinitaly.org,
Carmelo Anastasi, registration@feastinitaly.org, +39-338-409-7919.
Ivory Coast—Cote d’Ivoire: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Man:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Jamaica—Montego Bay: LCG,

gracmpilangwe@yahoo.com. Lilongwe:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious
Mpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@yahoo.com.
Salima: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Malaysia—Penang: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, info@ucg.org.au.
Martinique—Ste. Luce: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Mexico—Guanajuato: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
Gabriel Garcia, gabriel_garcia@ucg.org,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481. San Miguel de
Allende: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Myanmar (Burma)—Kalaymyo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Sakhan Gyi:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
New Zealand—Hammer Springs: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Nelson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Daniel Porteous, porteousx4@hotmail.com, +64-9-420-6414
or +64-27-337-9070. Taupo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Nigeria—Benin City: CGWA,

Dells: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Cordoba: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. San Martin de
los Andes: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Australia—Coffs Harbour, New
South Wales: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Merimbula,
New South Wales: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Stephen Clark,
stephen_clark@ucg.org.au, +61-3-97173873. Nelson Bay, New South
Wales: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Nelson Bay, New South Wales: ICG,
http:// intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php. Caloundra,
Queensland: Christian Educational
Services, http://cesa.org.au. Kawana
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http://feast.cogwa.org. Lagos: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Huaychulo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Philippines—Bacolod City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Baguio City:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com; +63 (917) 8147826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati City
1287, Philippines. Baguio City: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Davao City:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Raul Villacote,
raul_villacote@yahoo.com.; Earl Roemer,
earllroemer@gmail.com; David Dobson,
dedobson@hotmail.com. Davao City:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Don
Carlos: LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Ivisian: Church of God in Truth,
http://postponements.com. Maranding:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Leyte,
Visayas: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Jose
Campos, campos_jt@yahoo.com, +63
(998) 549-6503.
Rwanda—Giti: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Saint Lucia—Rodney Bay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org,
stluciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Scotland—Fort William: Oct. 6-13,
Maranatha Ministry (a.k.a. North West
CoG), http://maranathanministry.org.uk.
Stewarton: Oct. 6-13, Stewarton Bible
School, http://www.stewartonbibleschool.org.uk/TABONNET.html.
South Africa—Margate: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Roy Demont, roydemont@gmail.com. Port Shepstone:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Stilbaai:
LCG, https://fot2017.lcg.org. Uvongo:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Spain—La Alberca: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Sri Lanka—Negombo: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Passikudah:
UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/feast, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
(507) 377-8151.
Tanzania—Ukerewe: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Thailand—Chiang Mai: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Chiang Mai:
Legacy Institute, Leon Sexton, legacyinstitute.org.
Togo—Afagnan: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org. Kpalime:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Trinidad and Tobago—Lowlands: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Vanuatu—Orap Village: LCG,
https://fot2017.lcg.org.
Zambia—Kitwe: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Derrick Pringle, sailfreeseas@gmail.com. Lusaka: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Major Talama, talamanawa@yahoo.com. Mapoko: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
Zimbabwe—Tuli Hill Camp,
Bulawayo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.
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Prime minister says Jamaica’s celebrity CGI pastor is ‘national asset’
Continued from page 1

dence of the governor-general on Feb.
28, 2017, for the 30th-anniversary celebration of Profile.
National asset
The prime minister further noted
that Mr. Boyne, who is also host of
Religious Hardtalk on TVJ, stands on
his own as “a world leader in your
class.”
“You are a national asset and we
are very proud of your work, and Jamaica is the better off for having you,”
Mr. Holness said.
Also a former guest of Profile, Mr.
Holness, who brought greetings, set
the tone for the light, celebratory atmosphere filled with ripples of laughter; serenades from beautiful voices,
including Mr. Boyne’s daughter,
Kelly-Ann; broad smiles; and moving
words of high praise.
Adding her words of admiration,
Leader of the Opposition Portia Simpson Miller thanked Mr. Boyne for
consistently pursuing wholesome and
constructive journalism that has contributed to nation-building.
“Ian Boyne has opened and explored the pages of many interesting
human books, and the Jamaican public have been avid readers of his stories of inspiration, challenges and triumphs for all of 30 years,” she said.
“This is a remarkable achievement in
media, in public discourse and in the
life of our nation.”
Mrs. Simpson Miller, also a guest on
Profile, was among four former prime
ministers who came out to celebrate
with Mr. Boyne. The others are P.J. Patterson, Bruce Golding and Edward
Seaga, who have all been Profile guests.
Also showing his support was one
of the country’s most prominent businessmen, chairman of Sandals Resorts
and the Jamaica Observer, Gordon
“Butch” Stewart, who has had the

most appearances on the show.
Quite a feat
Business tycoon and former Profile
guest Michael Lee-Chin, who was the
keynote speaker, said it is no easy feat
to remain at the top of one’s field for
30 years.
“It is not easy to be consistent with
your initial inspiration, much less for 30
years,” he said. “It was not easy to have
had over 1,400 episodes and not show
signs of fatigue. It is not easy to be in a
competitive environment and keep a
business relevant for 30 years. It was
not easy to be passionate for 30 years.”
Mr. Lee-Chin noted, however, that
Mr. Boyne, who embodies the characteristics of an exceptional leader, had
the right recipe for success with the
three main ingredients of integrity,
intelligence and passion:
“Ian, thank you very much for the
leadership of distinction that you have
provided to us here in Jamaica . . .
May you have another infinite number
of years to maintain and further your
passionate work.”
Special adviser to the governor-general Ambassador Burchell Whiteman
and general manager of TV Claire
Grant also gave glowing tributes.
Appealing laughter
Obstetrician and gynecologist Michael Abrahams, with his witty piece
“The Profile of a Profiling Profiler,”
inspired peals of laughter, the loudest
of which came from Mr. Boyne.
In his response, the man of the moment commented that it was “an
honor to be eulogized before one’s
death” and pointed out that the work
of Profile is important “because culture matters, inspiration matters.”
“People have to see what it is to
build a life of success,” Mr. Boyne
said. “How do you deal with obstacles? How do you deal with the down

times? How do you deal with things
when the prospects seem grim? We
need to tell those stories and people
need to see where others have gone
and what they have achieved. That is

it is a part that all of us must do. The
inspiration continues.”
Host of three recurring broadcasts
Also host of the JIS (Jamaica

PROFILE OF A VETERAN JOURNALIST—Veteran journalist Ian Boyne (center)
and his wife, Margaret (third from left), stand for a photo shoot with Prime Minister
Andrew Holness (second from left), along with four former prime ministers who came
out to support Mr. Boyne as he celebrated the 30th anniversary of his television program Profile at King’s House, the residence of the governor-general of Jamaica. They
are (from left) Edward Seaga, P.J. Patterson, Portia Simpson Miller and Bruce Golding.
All, including Mr. Holness, have sat for interviews on Profile. [Photo courtesy Jamaica
Information Services]

what we have been doing on Profile,” he said.
He noted that, while journalism has
the job to “ferret out corruption and to
speak truth to power,” he strongly
believes that media have a developmental role to play in order to empower people.
“The media must inspire, the media
must strengthen people’s confidence
in their capacity to make a difference,” he said. “That has been my
commitment. I am doing my part, and

Information Services) flagship interview program Issues and Answers,
Mr. Boyne thanked the people who
have supported him throughout the
years, who allowed him to “keep on
going at this task of excellence.”
He specifically mentioned the unwavering support of his “biggest fan,”
his wife, Margaret; his children; and
his extended TVJ, JIS and church
families; as well as the backing of his
sponsors: Jamaica Broilers, Jamaica
Money Market Brokers, National

Commercial Bank, Sagicor and Massy Gas Products.
The list of attendees who came out
to celebrate 30 years of compelling
story-telling also included former
governor-general Sir Kenneth Hall;
chief executive officer of JIS DonnaMarie Rowe; Chief Justice Zaila McCalla; director of public prosecutions
Paula Llewelyn; opposition spokesman on finance Peter Phillips; and
Minister of Education, Youth and Information Ruel Reid.
All who have come to know this respected media practitioner, whether
personally or professionally, are aware
of how driven and passionate he is in
maintaining his hallmark of excellence
since entering the profession in 1975.
Honored back in ’09
This phenomenon was duly recognized by the government when in
2009 he was conferred the Commander of the Order of Distinction for his
outstanding contribution to journalism. (See “Government Honors CGI
Regional Pastor,” THE JOURNAL, issue
No. 136, dated Sept. 29, 2009.)
Mr. Boyne is also the deputy CEO
of JIS and a minister of religion, author
and columnist for the Sunday Gleaner.
What started as a dream for Mr.
Boyne, Profile is now a staple, a
much-loved program reflecting three
decades of journalistic prowess.
Not one to entertain complacency,
Mr. Boyne told a Jamaica Observer
interviewer that he intends to surpass
the longest-running interview show
worldwide, which is a Japanese program that ran continuously for 39 years.
“I aim to achieve that 40-year milestone,” he said.
With no signs of slowing down after
42 years in media, a still-passionate Ian
Boyne is likely to continue his legacy
of positivity, motivation and change.
The inspiration endures.

Was Jehovah married to two wives? Yes, strange at it may seem
Continued from page 3

When Isaiah wrote, following the
exile of northern Israel (about 721),
but before the exile of Judah, the Lord
expressed in Isaiah 54:5-10 that He
was Israel’s husband, but He had forsaken her for a short time.
In other words the Lord had divorced Israel, but He never forsook
her completely. The marriage was not
terminated.
“. . . ‘Your Maker is your husband,
the LORD of hosts is His name; and
your Redeemer is the Holy One of
Israel; He is called the God of the
whole earth. For the LORD has called
you like a woman forsaken and grieved
in spirit, like a youthful wife when you
were refused,’ says your God.
“ ‘For a mere moment I have forsaken you, but with great mercies I
will gather you. With a little wrath I
hid My face from you for a moment;
but with everlasting kindness I will
have mercy on you,’ says the LORD,
your Redeemer” (Isaiah 54:5-8).
Then note the next verses:
“ ‘For this is like the waters of
Noah to Me; for as I have sworn that
the waters of Noah would no longer
cover the earth, so have I sworn that I
would not be angry with you, nor
rebuke you.
“ ‘For the mountains shall depart
and the hills be removed, but My
kindness shall not depart from you,
nor shall My covenant of peace be
removed,’ says the LORD, who has
mercy on you” (verses 9-10).
Note that the Lord would never
again divorce national Israel.
Leaving Judah aside for the moment, how would northern Israel ever
be able to marry the Lord again, following the divorce?
It was because the Lord died on the
cross to terminate the marriage.
It must be remembered that the divorce became irrelevant after the husband died.

What happened to Judah?
Is it possible that Judah was never
divorced and therefore never redeemed?
What happened to Judah? Exiled in
609 (the death of Josiah) to 586, when
she lost her Judahite king, she
returned to Judea about 538, when the
nation was reconstituted, but without
a Judahite king.
The nation was finally terminated
in A.D. 70, when the temple was
destroyed. But Jesus terminated the
marriage with Judah when He died on
the cross (A.D. 30).
So national Judah’s marriage was
terminated by the death of the husband, not by divorce (bearing in mind
that the Lord always said He was still
married to Israel; that is, up until the
time of Christ on earth, when He died.)
We are left with the question, then:
If Judah was never divorced, does that

effected by means of a payment or a
miraculous liberation, padah speaks of
God’s desire to free His people.”
Nehemiah, praying to the Lord
concerning the people in Judea who
had already returned there from
Babylon, wrote:
“. . . Hear the prayer of your servant
. . . for the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel . . .
“Remember, I pray, the word that
You commanded Your servant Moses,
saying, If you are unfaithful, I will
scatter you among the nations . . .
“Yet I will gather them from there,
and bring them to the place which I
have chosen as a dwelling for My
name . . .
“Now these are Your servants and
Your people, whom you have
redeemed (padah) by your great
power, and by your strong hand”
(Nehemiah 1:5-11).

Refer again to the New Spirit Filled
Life Bible, at Isaiah 52:
“. . . Ga’al refers to the custom of
buying back something a person has
lost through helplessness, poverty, or
violence. Furthermore, the one who
does the redeeming is often a close
relative who is in a stronger position
and buys back the lost property on
behalf of his weaker relative. Ps. 72 is
universally understood as speaking of
the Messiah . . . In Is. 52:9, God
redeems Jerusalem, buying it back
from its oppressors on behalf of His
people . . .”
“Break forth into joy, sing together,
you waste places of Jerusalem! For
the LORD has comforted His people,
He has redeemed [ga’al] Jerusalem”
(Isaiah 52:9).
Ga’al is the word used to refer to
the Redeemer of Israel, Jesus Christ
(Isaiah 49:7), but the word refers to
buying back the land of Israel, the

We are left with the question, then: If Judah was never
divorced, does that mean she was never redeemed?
mean she was never redeemed?
Old Testament redemption
(distinguished from salvation)
Redeemed (Hebrew padah) as
defined by Strong’s (No. 06299): to
liberate, free, release.
As explained by the New Spirit
Filled Life Bible at Nehemiah 1:10:
“It [padah] describes how God
delivered Israel out of Egyptian bondage (Deut. 7:8) and portrays Israel’s
rescue from all sin (Ps. 130:8). The
‘redemption of the firstborn’ is another example of the verb’s usage; see
Ex. 13:15 . . . Whether the ransom is

Note that the people of Nehemiah’s
time were Jews, returned from Babylon, but Nehemiah was praying on
behalf of all Israel. Nehemiah was
asking the Lord to remember His
promise to regather the Israelites from
the countries where they had been
scattered for their sinfulness (Leviticus 26:33; Jeremiah 3:18; 16:14-15).
Note also that the word redeemed
here does not refer to Christ’s death on
the cross, but to the fact that they had
been released from Egypt.
Another definition
Redeemed, Hebrew ga’al (Strong’s
01350): repurchase, buy back.

land promised to Abraham and his
descendants.
New Testament redemption
Redemption, Greek apolutrosis
(Strong’s 0629): a release secured by
the payment of a ransom, deliverance,
setting free.
“. . . Being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption [apolutrosis] that is in Christ Jesus, whom
God set forth as a propitiation by His
blood, through faith, to demonstrate
His righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins
that were previously committed” (Romans 3:24-25).

New Spirit Filled Life Bible, at
Romans 3:24:
“The word in secular Greek described a conqueror releasing prisoners, a master ransoming a slave, and
redemption from an alien yoke. In the
NT it designates deliverance through
Christ from evil and the penalty of sin.
The price paid to purchase that liberation was His shed blood.”
Note that this scripture does not
actually say that Christ redeemed
national Israel, or even national Judah,
but note the use of the phrase “God
had passed over the sins.”
The explanation involves the ransoming of slaves and the delivery of
Israel from slavery in Egypt. Paul is
writing to Christians in Rome, both
Jews and Gentiles. In the Old Testament the word represents slaves
delivered from Egypt, that is, all
Israel; in the New Testament it represents a price paid to liberate people
from sin.
When Jesus died, national Judah
was still alive (A.D. 30). Jesus’ death
terminated the marriage (see above),
but the nation was terminated in 70. It
was the land that was redeemed
(ga’al), or bought back when Christ
died, while Judah’s marriage was terminated.
Salvation, however, is a separate
issue: Judah, Israel and all of humanity were given the possibility of salvation by the sacrifice of Christ.
The kingdoms of Israel and God
Two scriptures indicate that Jesus’
disciples clearly expected “the kingdom of Israel” to be restored by Jesus.
On the road to Emmaus: “But we
were hoping that it was He who was
going to redeem Israel [set free from
Roman dominance]. Indeed, besides
all this, today is the third day since
these things happened” (Luke 24:21).
“Therefore, when they had come
together, they asked Him, saying,
See NORTHERN ISRAEL, page 16
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Notes and quotes
Patt McCarty dies
RICHARDSON, Texas—John
Patt McCarty, a former Worldwide
Church of God member and 1969
graduate of Ambassador College,
Big Sandy, died April 9, 2017. He
was 77.
Mr. McCarty was featured
prominently in articles in THE
JOURNAL including one based on
an interview THE JOURNAL did with
him about his particularly tragic
divorce-and-remarriage situation
beginning in the 1960s.
Mr. McCarty, because of a brief
marriage when he was a teenager, was advised by a WCG
pastor and by church officials in
Pasadena, Calif., that he must
break up with the woman to
whom he was happily married. He
attended at Big Sandy. She was
advised to attend AC in Pasadena, Calif., and later married
another man.
See the article based on
the interview with Mr. McCarty
in issue No. 176 of THE JOURNAL,
dated April 31, 2015.
See Mr. McCarty’s obituary and
photo on page 12 of this issue.
Free Lazor’s new address
SOLEDAD, Calif.—A Church of
God member who has been
imprisoned in the California penal
system for more than 30 years
has a new address.
Over the years THE JOURNAL
has reported in numerous articles
and letters P.F. “Free” Lazor’s tragic situation. He is currently working with an attorney to prepare for
what he hopes will be a successful parole hearing in June 2017.
“We are still trying to raise
funds to do the analogy for
the upcoming parole hearing,”
Mr. Lazor said. “Any and all
amounts will be greatly, greatly
appreciated.”
Make checks payable and
send to Gayle Travis, 21736
Orange Ave., Castro Valley, Calif.
94546.
Mr. Lazor’s personal mailing
address: Free Lazor, C-73842,
P.O. Box 1050, A3-120, Soledad,
Calif. 93960, U.S.A.
A fast like no other
MILFORD, Ohio—The United
Church of God an International
Association (UCG) has
announced a churchwide fast,
requesting of its members that

they refrain from food and drink
on April 22, 2017.
In a letter dated March 16
signed by church-board chairman
Donald Ward and church president Victor Kubik, the two men
wrote that the fast is meant to
“afflict our souls, humble ourselves and seek God with all our
being” because “we need God to
help us as never before.”
What’s different about the
church’s current situation that is
different from every earlier situation? Just what do they mean
when they say “never before”?
It was not overtly clear in the
letter why the two church officials
deemed that the church needs
God’s help as never before.
The letter speaks of members
humbling themselves before God,
examining their shortcomings and
beseeching God to hear prayers
in an effort to “break every yoke”:
“We want to root out finger
pointing and evil surmising and
[to] break the yoke of wickedness.
We want to be reconciled to God,
Christ and each member of the
Body of Christ . . .”
Even so, the language
expresses sentiments that have
been expressed in countless
member and coworker letters for
many decades, so it’s still unclear
what has happened to make this
fast and its purpose more
significant than ever before.
The letter ends with a plea to
“join us in earnestly asking God
to help us discern what we should
all be doing.” Then it speaks of
the Father’s calling and notes the
Father’s necessary part in the
process of conversion.
The Churches of God have not
historically placed the same
emphasis on converts that mainstream churches do, because
COG members realize, as is
emphasized in many COGs’ literature, that “this is not the only day
of salvation.” But perhaps the
UCG is experiencing a critical
stall in the expansion of its membership. Could that be what’s
happening?
The letter concludes: “God
places upon us the responsibility
to preach the gospel, and to
teach those who come to conversion and to care for them . . .
“We are asking God to show
us what we should do better or
differently.”
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Friends and family remember Ken Westby
The writer began his friendship
with Ken Westby in the 1970s.
By John Stickel
EATTLE, Wash.—I attended the
celebration-of-life party in Seattle on March 31, 2017, for my
friend Ken Westby, who died Dec. 8,
2016, from complications from congestive heart failure and diabetes.
About 300 people attended at the
Nordic Heritage
Museum, with
Ken’s friend Robert Wertz from Harrisburg, Pa., officiating.
John Stickel
It was a wonderful event and, like many events
hosted by Ken’s Association for
Christian Development (ACD), his
wife, JoAn, and her daughters (and
sons) did a great deal of work to make
it a success.
I knew Ken Westby for more than
41 years. I first met him in Columbia,
Md. I was introduced to him after listening to Dick Wiedenheft’s message
on a Scranton, Pa., radio station on a
Sunday morning as I drove to Ottawa,
Ont., Canada, in 1975.
I corresponded (exchanged cassette
tapes) with Dick and Ken for a few

S

and JoAn to their four children and
how it was returned in kind.
I came from a family that was
once described by a friend in 1962 as
a group of people who treated each
other like perfect strangers.
I was never a member of the
Worldwide Church of God (of which
Ken had been a member and pastor
until 1974), so over time (15 or 20
years) I found the continued debates in social settings on WCG teachings
a bit of a waste of time.
Simply put, Ken was a
great example of a Christian in action. He embod3
ied the character of Almighty God and ably
taught and carefully listened to others over many years in a variety of
settings.
With the establishment of the
ACD website and the Virtual
Church broadcasts via Internet and
telephone, Ken was a faithful
pastor and what he and his
guests said was available for
God to use with those who
tuned in.
Ken used the clear truths in
8
Scripture and moved the audience “Godward,” as he liked
to say. He challenged listeners to
“think.” He often reminded listen-

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF KEN—Some 300 family members and friends celebrated the life
of Ken Westby March 31, 2017, in Seattle. Here are photos of only a few who were present. Photo
1: Ken and JoAn en route to Israel in 2003. Photo 2: Charlie Bosserman. Photo 3: Daughter-in-law
Tracie Westby. Photo 4: Grandson Cooper Westby. Photo 5: Daughter Kari Stafford and grandson
Erik. Photo 6: Janelle Williams (left) and Linda Cartwright. Photo 7: Grayson Wertz, son of Robert
Wertz, who officiated at the celebration service. Photo 8: Granddaughters (from left) Megan Sharman and Jessie Stafford and Jessie’s grandmother Judy Markley. Photo 9: Son Kennet Westby. Photo
10: Son Eyvind Westby. Photo 11: Daughter Kathrina Sharman. Photo 12: Tom Williams. [Photos by
Dixon Cartwright, John Stickel and Kari Stafford]

years while I was in the U.S. Air Force
and was moving from time to time.
They answered my many questions.
I visited Ken and his family in the
early 1980s when they lived on Bainbridge Island, Wash. I was blown away
by the love that was shown by Ken

ers to answer the three big questions:
(1) Who is God, and what are His character and Spirit and historical actions?
(2) Who am I as an image bearer and a
son or daughter of the Most High?
Then he would ask, in view of
the two aforementioned questions: (3)

1
2

4

5

6
7

9

10

11

How therefore shall
12
I live in anticipation
of the coming Kingdom of God?
Great stuff! The ACD website
should continue to be a resource (a
library of videos and documents) that
is available for all to use to keep moving Godward. See www.godward.org.
(See THE JOURNAL’s interview with
Ken Westby in issue No. 190, dated
Dec. 31, 2016.)

Northern Israel was divorced, Judah widowed
Continued from page 15

‘Lord, will You at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?’ ” (Acts 1:6).
Jesus did not correct them, saying
for example that the Kingdom was no
longer of Israel, but He merely told
them that there was a time sequence
that only the Father had control of. The
disciples were given a task: to be witnesses to Jesus (verses 7-8).
There is an interesting difference between “kingdom of Israel” and “Kingdom of God.” The disciples anticipated
the Davidic throne being restored and
the whole nation of Israel being reunited (there are prophecies that tell us that
this will happen).
The riddle to redemption
The kingdom of Israel was eventually restored in the Isles of the West, under
the Davidic monarchy. Jesus’ Kingdom,
on the other hand, was “not of this
world,” or age (John 8:23; 18:36).
I think the answer to the riddle is
found in the story of Boaz and Ruth.
When Boaz bought Naomi’s family
land, he redeemed the land and pur-

chased the right to marry Ruth, the
owner (Ruth 3). However, Ruth was a
widow, not a divorcee. Boaz redeemed
the land so he could buy the right to
marry the widowed owner of the land.
When Jesus died on the cross, He
terminated the marriage to Israel as a
whole. Redemption meant buying
back the land, not the people. Note in
Isaiah: “. . . Your land shall be married”
(Isaiah 62:4).
Christ’s death meant that the marriage was terminated and He could marry a new national Israel in the future.
While it is true that northern Israel
was divorced, Judah’s marriage was
terminated by the death of Jesus.
Does this mean Jehovah was married to two wives? Yes, strange as it
may seem to us today. Referring again
to the story of Ruth, it was prophesied
that she would be as Rachel and Leah
(Ruth 4:11), both wives of Jacob.
Leah was the mother of Judah, and
Rachel was the mother of Joseph.
Herein was the prophecy that Israel
would divide into two sister nations,
one under Judah, the kingly line, and
the other under Joseph, the father of

Manasseh and Ephraim.
So the riddle is found and explained
in the story of Boaz and Ruth. Boaz
redeemed the land to buy back the right
to marry its widowed owner, Ruth.
National Israel would split into two
sisters, descended from Judah and Joseph. The descendants of Joseph went
into exile to fulfill the Lord’s plan that
they would spread around the world
(Genesis 49:22-26).
The nation of Judah was terminated
by the destruction of the temple (Matthew 21:42-43), the people of Judah
dispersing through the Middle East into
what became known as the Diaspora.
During the millennial rule of Christ,
when Israel and Judah will be reunited
in the Promised Land of Israel, the
whole nation will make herself ready to
marry Christ (Revelation 19:7), and all
Israel will marry the incorruptible
Body of Christ, risen from the dead (1
Corinthians 15:50-57).
Another essay will look at national
Israel today, the church as the Body of
Christ, the new marriage covenant, and
the ultimate bride whom Christ will
marry at the end of the Millennium.
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