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Popular blogger and church
critic Gavin Rumney passes
By Dixon Cartwright
of commenters ranging from devout
avin Rumney, a former World- Christian to atheistic.
wide Church of God member
An unsigned commentary on the
(1975 to about 1982) and armstrongismlibrary.blogspot.com
semiretired teacher who referred to operated by Gary Leonard recently
himself as a Church of God critic, said of Mr. Rumney:
died Dec. 16, 2016. For years Mr.
“Gavin was a major force in the
Church of God–related
Rumney operated webnews sites that have been
logs that commented
online for a couple deregularly on the antics
cades now.
of the WCG and its
“When the church
splits.
started making its changMr. Rumney, who
es, Gavin started doculived near Auckland,
menting people’s reacNew Zealand, had intions to them. While he
formed the operator of
and many, many others
another blog on Nov. 10
agreed they were sorely
that he had terminal
needed, he disagreed
cancer that “leaves me
about how they were immaybe 18 months.”
plemented. That lack of
Yet Mr. Rumney
proper pastoral implepassed away only a lit- Gavin Rumney
mentation led to huge
tle more than a month
disagreements, accusations and splinafter that startling announcement.
Mr. Rumney also operated the ter groups forming. Gavin kept pace
Otagosh blog, which focused on theo- with all of those changes through varlogical and ecclesiastical matters apart ious individuals in the different
groups. This included informants high
from the Church of God milieu.
Mr. Rumney’s writing appeared up in the leadership of the church and
several times over the years in THE individuals who knew the people
JOURNAL, mainly as reprints from his starting the splinter groups.”
blog posts.
Mr. Rumney earned a bachelor’s
Mr. Rumney was critical and made degree in theology with a major in
good-natured fun not only of the splits biblical studies in 2010.
and their wars but of both versions of
A service for Mr. Rumney hapthe Worldwide Church of God: the pened Dec. 22 at a Presbyterian
older (pre-1995) and newer: Grace church in Hamilton, New Zealand.
Communion International.
See Mr. Rumney’s obituary on
His blogs’ readers included a mix page 5 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

G

Guardian Ministries founder
suggests something new
This article begins the second installment of Feast reports for 2016.
The reports started in issue No. 189
and continue here and on page 3 of
this issue.
By Edward Malone
NDIAN WELLS, Calif.—On
Oct. 24, 2016, on the Last Great
Day concluding the Feast of
Tabernacles sponsored by Guardian
Ministries in Indian Wells, Dr.
David Antion gave the final sermon
and proposed a new tradition for
observers of the Feast.
Dr. Antion spoke about the new
heavens and a new earth to be established after the
dissolution of
the old earth
and its works
after this current age, the
Millennium
and Satan’s unsuccessful
final rebellion
against God.
Citing Ro- David Antion
mans 6:4 and other scriptures, Dr.
Antion also explained that after
repentance, confession of faith in
Jesus Christ and baptism, followers
of Jesus walk in newness of life.
Experienced festival attendees
might have thought that Dr. Antion
would then close out his message,
the congregation would sing “God

I

Be With You Till We Meet Again,”
someone would give a closing
prayer and the eight-day festival
would be over.
A new proposal
But before concluding his sermon
Dr. Antion made a proposal. He suggested that starting next year, everyone—in recognition of his or her
new life in Christ and in anticipation
of the new heavens and new earth—
would start a custom in which he or
she wore something new on the Last
Great Day of the feast.
Dr. Antion explained that the
something new does not have to be
an entirely new outfit but simply a
new watch, shirt, socks, scarf, tie or
accessory.
He stressed that his proposal was
symbolic, permissive and noncompulsory. He jokingly stated that
someone in the audience might then
and there be thinking “No, David”
and dismissing his suggestion.
Dr. Antion told this writer for THE
JOURNAL that the only feedback he
has received about his idea to wear
something new on the Last Great
Day was given to him on the spot
immediately after his sermon. He
said the reaction so far has been
favorable.
Pastor Jeff Henderson of the Believers in Christ Church of God in
Redwood City, Calif., who himself
See SOMETHING BORROWED, page 2
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VISIT TO ISRAEL—In this photo Ken and JoAn Westby of Auburn, Wash., are en
route to Tel Aviv and other destinations in Israel in November 2003. Their traveling
companions were Dixon and Linda Cartwright of Big Sandy, Texas. Mr. Westby, pastor
of A Virtual Church and founder of the Association for Christian Development, died
Dec. 8, 2016. See the article on this page based on an interview with Mr. Westby recalling events in the Worldwide Church of God in the 1970s. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

HE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites

readers to send in reports of
their 2016 Feast of Tabernacles observances.
Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellowships met in 2016 at several hundred Feast sites, with most observances beginning the evening of
Oct. 16.
You still have time to get your
report in for the next issue of THE
JOURNAL.
Mail your information to Festival Reports, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or
E-mail it to info@thejournal.org.
Or you may fax it toll-free to 1888-488-6603.
Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.
Please mention the dates of your
observance and the name of the
church fellowship or affiliation, if
any, or other sponsor of the site.

Ken Westby in 1997 and 2013 interviews
recalled the ‘East Coast Rebellion’ of 1974
By Dixon Cartwright
enneth “Ken” Westby of Auburn, Wash., a widely known
elder and evangelist in the
Church of God movement, died Dec.
8, 2016, of complications from a heart
condition and diabetes.
From 2002 through 2015 Mr.
Westby played
host to 13 annual One God Seminars. The seminars convened
over the years in
Tyler, Texas; Sterling, Va. (near
Wa s h i n g t o n ,
D.C.); Akron,
Ohio; Atlanta,
Ga.; Albany, N.Y.;
G r a p e v i n e , Ken Westby
Texas; and the
Pasadena, Calif., area. The seminars
met for the 13th and last time in a
Seattle suburb in 2015.
Mr. Westby was also known as the
leader of a movement from within the
Worldwide Church of God in the

K

1970s sometimes referred to as the
1974 East Coast Rebellion. However,
Mr. Westby said it wasn’t a rebellion.
He called it a reform movement.
The following is based on articles
that appeared in THE JOURNAL in 1998
and 2013 and features Mr. Westby’s
remembrances of the events of 1974.
The first article was based on an
interview this writer did with Mr.
Westby during a Feast of Tabernacles
observance in Colorado and was published in issue No. 12 of THE JOURNAL,
dated Jan. 30, 1998.
The second article was “Would-Be
Church Reformer Recalls Efforts to
Revise Seven Worldwide Church of
God Doctrines in 1974,” from issue
No. 154, dated Aug. 31, 2013.
See also Mr. Westby’s obituary on
page 5 of this issue.
Rebellion or reform movement?
Depends who you ask
OLORADO SPRINGS, Colo.—
Ken Westby said in 1997 he
would like to see the Churches of God

C

work through the “mess” they found
themselves in in the 1990s, then concentrate on “rediscovering Christianity afresh,” which he said they’re unusually qualified to do.
The 58-year-old [in 1998] founder
of the Association for Christian Development said he realized it would
take a while before the brethren could
work through a process of “stratification, sifting” and learning to stand on
their own two feet, but he figured God
had something special in mind for the
Churches of God.
Mr. Westby, who was here with his
wife of 34 years, the former JoAn
Goodson, for the Feast of Tabernacles
in October 1997, talked to a JOURNAL
writer about his years in the Church of
God, including his role in the 1974
split from the Worldwide Church of
God that quite a few of the brethren
remember as the “1974 East Coast
Rebellion.”
Down through the years, because
of the disruptive events of almost a
See 1974 REFORMERS, page 2

UCG releases Feast-attendance stats for 2016

I

f you’ve ever wondered about the
size of the membership of the
United Church of God an International Association (UCG), which
is the biggest Church of God group
derived from the old Worldwide
Church of God, some helpful information appears in the November-December 2016 issue of United News, a
newspaper for UCG members.
Back in 1995 when the UCG started, high hopes were that it wouldn’t
be long until the membership statistics topped 20,000. For various reasons that hasn’t happened. But the
attendance for the Feast of Tabernacles in 2016 reached 13,868, according to the United News report.

Here’s the breakdown organized
into seven categories: Africa, Asia
and the Pacific, Canada, the Caribbean, Europe and Britain, Latin America, and the United States:
Africa (1,691): Cotonou, Benin, 25; Douala,
Cameroon, 21; Kinshasa, Congo, 20; Accra, Ghana, 39; Agona, Ghana, 240; Lame, Ivory Coast, 42;
Lilongwe, Malawi, 75; Lake Malawi, 97; Kitwe,
Zambia, 70; Isoka/Kalukanya, Zambia, 90; Lusaka,
Zambia, 170; Got Kachola Kenya, 200; Meru,
Kenya; 92; Ogembo, Kenya, 97; Arakeji, Nigeria,
107; Margate, South Africa, 130; Togo, 60; Victoria
Falls, Zimbabwe, 116.
Asia and the Pacific (1,528): Merimbula,
Australia, 209; Sunshine Coast, Australia, 350;
Rockingham, Australia, 80; St. Helens, Australia,
60; Hong Kong, 42; Agra, India, 48; Penang,
Malaysia, 60; Acacia Bay, New Zealand, 122;
Baguio City, Philippines, 156; Davao City, Philippines, 214; Visayas, Philippines, 122; Kalutara, Sri
Lanka, 53; Tonga, 12.

Canada (899): Canmore, Alta., 227; Midland,
Ont., 137; Saint-Adele, Que., 135; Victoria, B.C., 400.
Caribbean (247): Montego Bay, Jamaica,
151; Reduit Beach, St. Lucia, 66; Crown Point,
Tobago, 30.
Europe and Britain (827): Kuressaare,
Estonia, 66; Roquebrune-sur-Argens, France, 195;
Sabaudia, Italy, 235; Schluchsee, Germany, 210;
Southport, England, 121.
Latin America: (1,289) Cochobamba, Bolivia, 36; Boa Vista, Roraima, Brazil, 57; Olmue,
Chile, 109; Cartagena, Colombia, 137; Panajachel,
Guatemala, 230; Puerto Vallarta, Mexico, 720.
United States (6,953): Bend, Ore., 577; Bigfork, Mont., 202; Big Sandy, Texas, 74; Branson, Mo.,
557; Cincinnati, Ohio, 358; Galveston, Texas, 433;
Gatlinburg, Tenn., 800; Jekyll Island, Ga., 575; Kohala
Coast, Hawaii, 500; Ocean City, Md., 194; Oceanside,
Calif., 55; Oconomowoc, Wis., 400; Panama City
Beach, Fla., 1,047; Phoenix, Ariz., 240; Steamboat
Springs, Colo., 387; Tampa, Fla., 38; Tucson, Ariz.,
26; members watching DVDs at home, 434.
Total: 13,868.
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1974 reformers thwarted by immutable WCG governance
Continued from page 1

quarter of a century earlier, some in
the churches have thought of Mr.
Westby as a fomenter of rebellion, a
reactionary, an inciter, a tithe stealer,
an all-around bad guy.
There was bound to be another side
to the story, and Mr. Westby was willing to share his with readers of THE
JOURNAL.
The chronology of events that began
the uprising of 1974 includes his turbulent relationship with church founder
Herbert W. Armstrong and his son
Garner Ted Armstrong, the two top lead-

revealed his thoughts about the particular plan he thought God may have in
mind for Christian observers of the
Sabbath.
In the beginning
The Associated Churches of God
began in 1974 as a result of an upheaval
in the Worldwide Church of God that
lasted a matter of months and was the
first sizable split in the WCG, which
Herbert Armstrong founded as the
Radio Church of God in the 1930s.
“We originally incorporated as the
Associated Churches of God, and we did
that right after we had our first organiza-

2012 CONFERENCE—Ken and JoAn visit with Dan Girouard (right) of Cedar
Park, Texas, in 2012. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

ers of the WCG throughout the 1970s.
Mr. Westby, who had been an ordained
minister since 1964 and was father of
four children and four grandchildren (including a set of twins), also commented
on the situation in the Churches of God
and gave his thoughts on the ideal church
organization, how to tell who is a member
of the Body of Christ, paid vs. unpaid elders,
what is “the work,” Christians who practice
Jewish customs and liturgy, what is the
gospel that the churches should be preaching, and the living-room Church of God.
He mentioned names that old-timers
in the WCG tradition will recognize,
including David Antion, Dibar Apartian,
Gary Arvidson, Dean Blackwell, Wayne
Cole, Ron Dart, Charles Dorothy, Bob
Ellsworth, Osamu Gotoh, David Jon
Hill, George Kemnitz, Ernest Martin,
Roderick Meredith, Al Portune, Robert
Kuhn, Stanley Rader, Walter Sharp and
Tom Williams.
Toward the end of the interview he

tional meeting [after breaking away from
the WCG], which I think was the first
week of March 1974,” Mr. Westby said.
“Later we changed the name to just
Associated Churches, Inc., because a lot
of people were thinking of us as a clearing house for the various Churches of
God. The Association for Christian
Development [the present name] captured more of what we’re trying to do. It
was an association of, at that time, semiautonomous, small groups and a lot of
scattered people. Our purpose was to
serve them, to inspire them and to give
information and teaching that would
help us all to develop the character and
the very mind and image of God.
“But our incorporated name is still
the Associated Churches, Inc.”
Mr. Westby lived in Auburn, Wash.
The ACD moved west in 1979, when
the Westbys went to the Seattle area,
where they have been ever since.

The ACD is a church, Mr. Westby
said, “but we’re more of a paraministry,
a parachurch ministry. We’re not so
much in the business of establishing congregations but to assist individuals and
congregations in whatever way we can.”
The ACD has congregations, although not as many as was once the
case. Mr. Westby had met with a small
group at the ACD offices in Tukwila,
Wash., near Seattle.
“We used to have a lot more, but for
one reason or the other either the ministers got tired or quit or the congregations
got too small to meet. But we still have
several. Our ministry includes printed
materials such as The New Millennium
journal and ACD Newsletter.”
As one longtime Church of God
member puts it, the mid-1970s, specifically 1974, were a time of “church
members’ bodies hurtling through the
air” as they underwent startling changes
involving their religion and, in many
cases, their geographic location. What
was going on?
“I was probably one of those bodies
hurtling through the air,” chuckled Mr.
Westby. “It was an exciting time to live,
but it seems like we lived a couple of
lifetimes there in a few years.”
He was leader of what he called a
“reformation movement” within the
WCG, although he originally thought
another WCG elder, David Antion, was
the leader.
Excited about future
The movement was a group of elders,
mainly regional directors, within the
WCG who were attempting to professionalize the ministry and address problems
they felt the church was plagued with.
“We wanted to move the Worldwide
Church of God into the 20th century,” said
Mr. Westby. “We wanted to upgrade our
teachings and our practices and get rid of
some of the little dictators, the yellowpencil-type preachers, the hirelings, and
really get a quality ministry going and go
about addressing our doctrinal problems
in a businesslike, professional way.
“We wanted to let the truth stand,
whatever it might be. We wanted to attack our problems one by one and be a
growing, dynamic church. We were really excited about the future in those days.”
Mr. Westby said events—shortly
before the 1974 blowup—were shaping
up to be “Worldwide’s first experiment
with decentralization and a professional
approach toward the ministry.”
But didn’t Mr. Westby have an
inkling that his approach to church reform could backfire?
“We were terribly naive,” he admitted.
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“But we divided our group of regional
directors into committees and attached
ourselves to several doctrinal issues and
gave reports back to the group. We
thought we had several years to do this
business, but as things turned out when
the Armstrongs got wind of what was
taking place they felt terribly threatened
by it all, as well they probably should,
trying to put yourself in their shoes.
“They would of course see that they
would be losing control, and that would
be quite embarrassing, and they weren’t
about to let loose of making doctrine.
At that time they were, I think, just
making doctrine by the pull of the draw,
you know.”
What were the doctrinal problems
Mr. Westby and fellow reformers were
concerned with at the time?
“The one doctrine that caused the
whole thing to blow up in early ’74 was
the divorce-and-remarriage teaching. As
you know, we had a more or less Catholic view of that: once married always
married. When you came across people
who wanted to become members of the
church, about 20 percent of the people
were divorced. So you had to investigate
to find out whether there was a binding
or a nonbinding marriage before you
could baptize them. We truly had the
keys of the Kingdom in our hand.
“For a lot of people, it meant we had
to investigate their sex lives, and often it
turned out that we were tearing families
apart because the determination was that
they were previously quote bound unquote in the eyes of God.
“We did this sincerely, even though it
was the most odious of all of our tasks. I
just hated ever to broach the subject in
See KEN WESTBY, page 3
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Something borrowed, something blue? No, just something new
Continued from page 1

spoke during the Feast, likes Dr. Antion’s idea.
“Not a bad idea,” said Mr. Henderson. “We people are physical and respond to such things. Isn’t that the purpose of the holy days, to do something
physical? In keeping with the idea of a
new beginning, it’s a little personal
reinforcement. I will probably take the
suggestion if I don’t forget.”
New creation
Elliott Coker of San Jose, Calif.,
who also attended the festival here,
agrees.
“I will do it if I remember to do it. I
see nothing wrong with it,” said Mr.
Coker. “It could symbolize a new creation with Christ.”
The Last Great Day (sometimes
called the Eighth Day, Great Last Day
or Feast of Ingathering) is the eighth
and last day of the Feast of Tabernacles. Or some say Tabernacles is
only seven days and the Eighth Day is
a separate feast.
Dr. Antion himself, in an article
THE JOURNAL ran in 2001, said he prefers to call it the Eighth Day.
According to Leviticus 23, it is observed as a holy convocation and a
refraining from conducting business.
It is also the day on which Jesus
stood in the temple and proclaimed,
“If anyone is athirst, let him come to
me and drink” (see John 7:37).
The Feast of Tabernacles (Hebrew
sukkot, meaning booths) is an eight-

day Jewish and Christian festival that
looks back at a time when the Israelites wandered in a wilderness for
40 years and lived in booths: temporary dwellings, analogous to our mortal human bodies. It looks forward to
the future establishment of a 1,000year reign of Jesus over the earth.
Might a custom such as the one Dr.
Antion proposed inadvertently place a
yoke on the necks of some of the
brethren who might not be able to
afford a new article of clothing?

writing Dr. Antion had not responded.
Your writer then conducted an
online discussion in which about 15
Sabbath-keeping Facebook users
across the country were invited to discuss Dr. Antion’s idea. Most of the
invitees passed on making any comments, but three people weighed in.
Jeffrey Caldwell of Walnut Creek,
Calif., without giving an endorsement
one way or another, called Dr. Antion’s idea an “interesting suggestion.”
Wrote Mr. Caldwell: “That aspect of

takes a measured approach. She
believes Dr. Antion’s idea may help to
give the Eighth Day a different feeling
from the previous seven days of
Tabernacles.
She stated her opinion that the Last
Great Day is a separate feast from the
Feast of Tabernacles but that it does
not feel that way as it is currently kept
in the Churches of God.
“When God first commanded the
Feast of Tabernacles be kept, on what
is the Last Great Day the booths

Ms. Behan said she believes the Last Great Day is a separate
feast from the Feast of Tabernacles but that it does not
feel that way as it is currently kept in the Churches of God.
Although Dr. Antion stated that the
custom would be noncompulsory,
could peer pressure build to the point
where the Last Great Day descends
into a day (like Easter) that is all about
making a fashion statement?
Are not the saints of God already
clothed with the righteousness of
Christ?
Online discussion
This writer for THE JOURNAL attempted to follow up with Dr. Antion
by asking him these and other questions via electronic mail. As of this

the Kingdom of God that appeals to me
most is the glorious unending future
beyond the very last war, when God
the Father is dwelling with us—the ‘I
am making everything new!’ (Revelation 21:5) phase of history, thankfully by far the longest and the best.”
But David Harrell, of Chicago, Ill.,
disagrees with the suggestions.
“Sounds like some kind of HWA
tradition from back in the day,” Mr.
Harrell wrote. “Frankly, I don’t think
independent COG folk would even
respond . . .”
Elizabeth Behan, of Anacoco, La.,

would be torn down and burned, symbolizing the lake of fire after which all
things are made new. Today we go to
church just like every other day of the
FOT, hear a sermon, and say goodbye then go home,” wrote Ms. Behan.
“His idea for new clothing rubs me
the wrong way but it’s just because all
my clothes come from resale shops
anyway. LOL. But I think he is on the
right path.”
History of Guardian
Dr. Antion founded Guardian Ministries in 1998. He is a longtime min-

ister in the Church of God. Guardian’s
mission statement is based on two
quotes from Scripture: “You shall love
the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all
your mind” and “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”
“Guardian” is taken from 2 Timothy 1:13-14. In verse 14 Paul tells
Timothy to guard the faith that had
been entrusted to him by the aid of the
Holy Spirit, which dwells within us.
A tax-exempt nonprofit corporation, Guardian makes its sermons and
lessons—mostly by Dr. Antion—
available to the public free of charge
by shipping them in the mail to recipients on request or posting them on the
Internet. One may also hear Guardian
Ministries’ sermons on a live Internet
stream each Sabbath.
According to its website, Guardian
has no employees and is not financially supported by any one congregation
or corporate church organization.
Only contributions from individuals,
freely given, sustain its ability to serve
God’s people.
Supporting ministries
Although Guardian is not a denomination, many in the membership from
several congregations attend the
Guardian Ministries Feast of Tabernacles, including Believers in Christ
Church of God; the Church of God
Southern California in Pasadena,
Calif. (pastored by Dr. Antion); the
See FEAST REPORTS, page 3
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Feast Reports 2016
Continued from page 2

Greater Phoenix Church of God in
Scottsdale, Ariz.; the Tulsa Church of
God in Oklahoma; and the Church of
God Kansas City in Missouri.
The 175 brethren attending the
Guardian site in 2016 observed the
Feast beginning the evening of Oct. 16.
The group included a small contingent of Sunday-keeping Christians
from New Jersey who had just been
convinced after studying the Bible to
keep the Feast of Tabernacles for the
first time. They learned of Guardian
Ministries through the Internet and
decided immediately and abruptly to

travel to California to attend.
Dr. Antion was ordained a minister
in 1960 by the Worldwide Church of
God. He was a faculty member at Ambassador College, having taught Marriage and the Family, Pastoral Care
and Counseling, Epistles of Paul, Life
and Teachings of Jesus Christ, and
Marriage Counseling for Pastors.
Dr. Antion left the Worldwide
Church of God in 1979 and associated
himself with Garner Ted Armstrong’s
Church of God International (CGI).
Dr. Antion left that church in 1997
and in 1998 organized both the
Church of God Southern California

and Guardian Ministries.
Dr. Antion resides in Pasadena,
Calif., with Molly Hammer Antion,
his wife of 58 years. They have one
son and two granddaughters.
Dr. Antion figures prominently in
Ken Westby’s history of events in the
WCG of 1974 as reported in an article
beginning on page 1 of this issue of
THE JOURNAL. Dr. Antion provided a
follow-up article about the same
events that this newspaper plans to
publish in next month’s issue.
For more information about David
Antion and Guardian Ministries, see
daveantion.com.

“There goes Samson. You’d think he
could afford to get a haircut!”

Ken Westby was there in ’74
Continued from page 2
FEAST IN BALTIMORE—The brethren attending a Feast of
Tabernacles observance in Baltimore, Md., pose for a photo dur-

ing the Feast. Total attendance for the October 2016 observance
was 46. [Photo courtesy Beverlie Ramocan-Wood]

Maryland Feast: The Millennium and beyond
By Beverlie Ramocan-Wood
ALTIMORE, Md.—First Century Church of God, in partnership with the Church of God
International, is pleased to report
another wonderful and successful
Feast of Tabernacles in Baltimore. In
attendance were brethren from the
island of Jamaica, Canada, Arizona,
Minnesota, Michigan, California, Georgia, Virginia, New York and the surrounding areas of Maryland.

B

To the Millennium and beyond
The ongoing theme of the Feast has
been “God’s Plan for Humanity: The
Millennium and Beyond.” Moderator
Elder Mark Ellis did a tremendous job
in conducting and directing services.
On the first holy day we had 39 in
attendance and on the Last Great Day
36. During the week we had seven
more, three of whom were visitors as a
result of our community outreach. Our
total attendance was 46 even though
our seating capacity was only 40.
Brethren are still sharing their experience of enrichment from the knowledge and inspiration they received
from the Word of God presented by
the speakers: Pastor George Ramocan,
Elder John Carnegie, Elder Mark
Ellis, Minister Richard Wright, Min-

ister Hank Briody and Deacon Hopeton Anderson.
Our music department under the
direction of Bro. Mark Lawrence and
Sis. Kelly-Ann Boyne provided inspiring musical renditions.
Amazed parents
Our youth program was a glorious
success. Under the direction and supervision of Deaconess Vadim Sealy,
Sis. Daphne Costley and Sis. Nicole
Ellis, our youth and teens amazed
their parents and everyone else with
their performances.
The youngest of the group, 2-yearold Joshua, when asked how he would
describe the Feast said, “Amazing!”
Sis. Celia Thompson and Sis. Kadeen Bell-Wright were instrumental in
making the program a great success.
This year the tone of our fun show
took a serious note. Instead of the normal expectations, Deaconess Sharon
Woodland gave our seniors an opportunity to share their conversion experiences and words of encouragement
with the group.
Those of us who were being challenged in our commitment to God’s call
upon our lives, particularly new converts, were encouraged and strengthened by their testimonies. We had

brethren tearing up here and there. It was
an awesome experience for everyone.
Each year we look forward to the
Jamaica Night social, more so because
of the awesome food and fellowship
we share. The spectacular food was
catered and served with a touch of
class and love.
Our very own Sis. Lola Ramocan
coordinated the folk songs. Jamaican
flags were given to everyone. We were
blessed to have Deacon Thyon Woodland with us for this event.
So much food
Our day of sports was one of a kind.
We had a remarkable day at the park
with games and much fun. Thanks
again to Minister Hank Briody, who
stuffed us with food.
Pastor Woodland and the brethren
of the First Century Church of God
take this opportunity to again thank
Elder Mike James and the brethren of
CGI Gaithersburg for their assistance
and support each year towards the
Feast of Tabernacles.
Thanks again to the Feast speakers
of CGI Toronto and New York for
their kind assistance. Pastor Woodland
invites Feastgoers to keep checking
firstcenturychurchofgod.org or feastgoer.org for 2017 Feast updates.

How much does God micromanage leaders?
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—Bible students like to discuss God’s involvement in the selection and
behavior of civil leaders.
Two questions that are often bantered about include the following:
Is God picking the presidents,
members of Congress and the judges?
If God is selecting the civil leaders, how much is He micromanaging
their behavior?
Let’s consider those two questions
in the light of history.

B

God chose leaders
Bible students recognize scriptures
that indicate that God has been involved in the selection of some civil
leaders. Here are three:
Daniel 2:21.
Daniel 4:17.
Daniel 4:32.

Sometimes micromanaged behavior
Bible students recognize
scriptures that indicate that
God has been involved in
the behavior of some
civil leaders.
The most prominent example is the
life of Pharaoh:
Exodus 4:21.
Exodus 7:3.
Exodus 9:12.
Exodus 10:1, 27.
Exodus 11:10.
Exodus 14:4, 8.
First three kings
At this time let’s go back to the first
three kings of Israel and see if God
was involved in their selection and
behavior.
God chose them.
God chose Saul (1 Samuel 9:1516; 10:1).
God chose David (1 Samuel
16:10-12).

God chose Solomon (2 Samuel
7:12-13).
However, it appears that
God did not generally
micromanage their behavior.
Saul made some
serious mistakes (1
Samuel 13:8-14 and
1 Samuel 15:10-19).
David made serious mistakes (2
Samuel 11:2-4, 12-15).
Solomon made serious mistakes
(1 Kings 11:1-10).
A new twist
When Bible students read about
Solomon’s successor for the northern
tribes (Jeroboam), they see the same
two previous factors mentioned above,
but his story included a new twist.
God chose Jeroboam (1 Kings 14:7).
Jeroboam made some serious
mistakes (1 Kings 14:7-16 and 2
Kings 17:20-23).
But God did micromanage a maSee BE SKEPTICAL, page 10

an interview with a new prospect. I
ended up separating a lot of families. I
hated it. The fruits were terrible.”
Mr. Westby said that, over time, he
and some of the other regional directors grew “suspicious” of the “D&R”
(divorce and remarriage) teaching.
“We had Bible studies by the hour,
just Dave Antion [who lived near
Pasadena, Calif., WCG headquarters
and was vice president for church administration] and the RDs [regional
directors] on this divorce-and-remarriage subject. I think most of us were
thoroughly convinced that biblically
our teaching was wrong, that marriage
was a contract for life, but a breakable
contract, and divorce was not the
unpardonable sin. Once broken, a
marriage could be remade again, and
the sins could be forgiven, and the
terms were the same original terms.”
So sometime in 1973 Mr. Westby
had stopped separating families for
D&R reasons.
“And I was the decision maker
basically for the East Coast ministry,
as the director of one of the larger
regions. I told Dave Antion I wasn’t
going to separate any more families
until we’d looked at this teaching. He
said: ‘I don’t blame you, Ken. If I were
out there, I’d feel the same way.’ ”
Mr. Antion, as an evangelist-ranked
elder and director of church administration, was Mr. Westby’s immediate
supervisor.
A wrench in the works
Besides divorce and remarriage, six
other church issues bothered Mr. Westby, Dave Antion, and many others, but
D&R was “the wrench that dropped in
the gears to speed things up.”
Here is a brief listing of Mr. Westby’s areas of interest that pertain to the
seven main areas he believed needed
reform:
The old Radio/Worldwide Church
of God’s doctrine and practice on divorce and remarriage, which many
longtime members still refer to as
D&R.
Tithing.
Healing.
The date for the Feast of Pentecost.
Church authority.
Church eras.
British-Israel.
“There were doctrinal issues that
we were concerned about,” he says:
“hypertithing, you know, and the second-class citizenry you belonged to if
you went to doctors. We realized that
was wrong.
“Many of us questioned the dualsacrifice teaching: One half of the sacrifice of Christ was for healing.
“There was also the matter of Pentecost, which was kind of a current issue
at the time. It wasn’t a big issue, but I
think most of us felt that we were dead
wrong on the Monday Pentecost and
were saying, hey, we ought to straighten
that out. Dr. Ernie Martin had already
put together a paper, and it made sense.”
Then, of course, there was the underlying matter of church government.

“If we were going to have sincere
reform,” Mr. Westby said, “that meant
that the Armstrongs would have to
agree to the process. If they didn’t,
what were we going to do about it?
Were we going to say, well, that’s just
the will of the Lord? Or were we going
to pursue it?”
‘It was oppressive’
Mr. Westby said he and the other
regional directors felt the WCG’s
church government was “too heavy
and authoritative” and “damaging to a
lot of people’s lives” and that “a lot of
ministers were trying to out–Herbert
Armstrong Herbert Armstrong. It wasn’t
very kind in a lot of ways. It was
oppressive.
“We had a dependent church that
was making decisions for the laity.
What we were getting was not a mature laity. We were getting a dependent, shallow laity that had to check out
virtually everything—if they were
going to be obedient people—with the
local preacher guy. This wasn’t good
for the people. It wasn’t good for the
preacher. It certainly wasn’t biblical.”
While the would-be reformers were
delving into issues of D&R and governance, they tackled “moral issues” as
well, said Mr. Westby.
“And they [the moral concerns]
kind of got entwined with these doctrinal issues. It was hard to separate them
because at that time Ted Armstrong
had recently come back and done his
confessions to the regional directors
and the church VPs up in the penthouse [the top floor of the administration building in Pasadena] in late 1973.
“He represented that things were all
square and straight, but some of us
were of the opinion that, because of
the great notoriety that resulted from
the [alleged sexual improprieties],
maybe he wasn’t the best out-front
man to represent the church of the living God.”
Mr. Westby says he and other elders
were “more or less still of the opinion
that it [the WCG] was the one and
only true church, although that idea
was beginning to be challenged, at
least in my mind.”
So Mr. Antion, Mr. Westby and,
briefly, one other man spoke up during
the penthouse meeting, suggesting that
Ted Armstrong no longer be the
spokesman for the church. At that time
the younger Mr. Armstrong was appearing on numerous television and
radio stations broadcasting The World
Tomorrow.
“We weren’t discussing whether he
belonged in the church or whether
God had forgiven him,” Mr. Westby
said. “That wasn’t the issue. The issue
was whether he met the credentials of
a minister, given his past, or whether
he should be in a position whereby
much mud could be thrown unnecessarily at the church.
“Of course, this cadre of nodding
yes men cast daggerlike looks at Dave
and me for speaking up at such a meeting and for even suggesting such an
idea. So I began to think that my days
See MR. ARMSTRONG, page 4

4

THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 190 (Dec. 31, 2016)

Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Rader reneged on promised meeting
Continued from page 3

might be numbered.”
As long as Mr. Westby and associates
were bringing up problems, they felt
they should also discuss the way in
which the WCG perceived that the
gospel should be preached.
Reach out and slap someone
“Our Matthew 24:14 idea of the gospel was where you sort of went about
and slapped people in the face with the
gospel and now you’ve done your duty,”
he said.
“We might have been able to buy a
part of that, but then we found out that
Mr. Herbert Armstrong’s going about
the world [and meeting with heads of
state and other dignitaries] wasn’t so
much about the sins and the soon-coming Kingdom and a warning but was a
staged walk-on that was bought with
crystal and a bunch of slippery Gotohlike moves.
“And, of course, Ted was one of the
first to make fun of that whole mission
of his father.”
“Gotoh-like moves” refers to Osamu
“Sam” Gotoh, a Japanese Protestant
preacher and entrepreneur who accompanied Mr. Armstrong on many of his
world trips and acquired the reputation,
justly or unjustly, of bribing people to
attend Mr. Armstrong’s personal-appearance addresses.
“We didn’t think Mr. Armstrong’s
activities justified the money and all that
was being spent and that that was a misuse of funds,” Mr. Westby said.
Another subject brought up was what
Mr. Westby described as a ministerial
aristocracy.
“We had this ministerial royalty, religious royalty, where we had leaders in
our church who lived like multimillionaires, like jet-setters. I remember bringing up to Ted in 1973 that I didn’t think
the church needed its own air force.
“We had ministers living in multimillion-dollar homes, sometimes two or
three of them, flying corporate jets with
their own chefs on board, and somehow
we were to match this or justify this
against how the New Testament church
was run. It was beginning to be an odious thing.”
A church member from Richmond
The incident that brought matters to a
head in mid-February ’74 was the action
of a church member from Richmond, Va.
“Some person in the Richmond congregation called headquarters,” Mr.
Westby remembered. “You know, every
congregation had those loyalists who if
they thought they heard something that
was slightly disloyal could squeal louder than a rat that was stepped on. They
were right on the phone to headquarters
saying, hey, you know, blah blah said
this, kind of like a bunch of little quislings—although I’m sure they were sincere in thinking they were doing the
Lord’s will.”
The church member called Pasadena
and said that Tom Williams, pastor of
the Richmond congregation, had said
“that there were problems at headquarters,” said Mr. Westby, “something to
that effect.
“But he’d done this in a deacons’
meeting or an elders’ meeting, and it
wasn’t in front of the congregation. Ted
heard about it and without hearing
Tom’s side of the story shot from his hip
and ordered Tom to be fired. He told Al
Portune to go out and fire him.”
Mr. Portune was the No. 3 man in the
work, vice president for finance.
“So Al calls up Dave and says, ‘Ted
wants me to go out and fire Tom
Williams,’ ” said Mr. Westby. “So Dave
calls me up and says, ‘Ted’s going to
come out and fire one of your pastors.’
“So I said fine, but if he fires him he
can fire me at the same time.”
So Mr. Antion told Mr. Westby he
would get back to Mr. Armstrong. Later
Mr. Antion called Mr. Westby and notified him that he and Mr. Portune would
fly out to Richmond to visit him.
“So they came out, and we met in a
motel room, and of course Dave and Al
knew all the issues and the problems
more clearly than did either Tom or I,
and besides Tom hadn’t said anything
disloyal one way or another. The upshot
was that we talked, and then they said:
‘What are we doing out here? We feel
the same way about all these issues.’ ”
No holds barred
So Mr. Westby asked Mr. Antion and
Mr. Portune to speak to a gathering of
the ministry from the East Coast that he
would immediately convene in Richmond to discuss the problems—doctri-

nal, moral, ethical—so the elders “could
get it off their chest.”
At that time rumors were flying regarding the reasons behind Ted Armstrong’s recent suspension, as well as the
doctrinal and financial-management
questions.
At that meeting Mr. Antion and Mr.
Portune candidly “told our guys a whole
lot more than they thought they were
going to hear,” said Mr. Westby. “Al
Portune was privy to the financial abuses and misuses, and one thing led to
another. So they got into Ted’s personal
situation that went back for decades. It
was all brought up in a totally candid,
no-holds-barred meeting.”
The East Coast elders were encouraged, said Mr. Westby, by what they perceived to be a wave of honesty and candor and that somebody was going to try
to do something about an unfortunate
situation in an orderly way “to clean up
our house, our church.”
All the elders, he said, “were in love
with the Worldwide Church. It was our
church. We had burned our bridges behind us in our own lives, and we wanted
to make it the best darned church on the
whole earth and carry out the mission
God had given us in this closing age. We
saw the wonderful potential, the challenge and everything that was there.”
Call from Mr. Rader
A week later, while Mr. Westby and
Mr. Antion were conducting a regional
ministers’ conference in Ohio, Stanley
Rader of Pasadena, who was an attorney
and financial adviser to Herbert Armstrong and later a member of and then an

office and asked about my promised
meeting. ‘I want to meet him,’ I said.
‘I’ve been invited out here by Stan Rader specifically to meet with Herbert
Armstrong.’ They said, ‘All right, we’ll
get back to you.’
“So I cooled my heels another day.”
Meanwhile, during phone calls from
back home in Washington, D.C., Mr.
Westby heard that calls had arrived from
headquarters to his church areas saying
he had been fired and that “I was more
or less in the bonds of the devil and that
they were to have nothing to do with me,
and the deacons were instructed to go
and break into our church offices and get
all the records.”
So Mr. Westby called some of the
elders back home and asked if these
things were true.
“Here I am out there at the invitation
of my ultimate boss to discuss these
matters with him. So far he has refused
to meet me, and he’s saying to the ministry I supervise and the brethren I serve
that I’m fired? I’ve not been impressed
with the honesty and integrity of the
Armstrongs.”
Mr. Westby again called Mr. Armstrong’s office and was told that no
meeting had been scheduled with him.
“I finally got the word that Mr. Armstrong had no intention of meeting with
me and they were merely holding me
while they could crush the imagined
rebellion. Shoot first, ask questions later.”
Mr. Westby boarded a plane for home
and found that all church services across
the country for the next Sabbath had
been canceled and a fast declared by
orders of headquarters.
“They were flying the Ambassador

and said, ‘I understand you’ve got a
problem with divorce and remarriage.’ I
said yes, and he said, ‘I feel the same
way you do about it, but I don’t know
whether my dad’s going to be ready to
talk about this issue right now.’ ”
A high-ranking minister in the WCG
had wanted to divorce his wife in 1973,
says Mr. Westby, which upset the elder
Mr. Armstrong, so the younger Mr.
Armstrong told Mr. Westby that it might
be several years before his father would
consider altering the divorce-and-remarriage ruling.
“I said, ‘Ted, that’s really no way that
we should be handling doctrines in this
church, waiting for your father to get in
the mood to look into it. You’re telling
me I should continue to rip apart families and further tear apart father from
son, daughter, husband and wife until
your dad’s in the mood? That’s not the
way to minister to God’s heritage and
run a church.’
“Well, Ted got in his deep-voice mode
and said, ‘Well, Ken, there is authority in
the church.’And I said, ‘Yeah, well, Ted,
that’s the real problem.’ ”
The conversation ended with Mr.
Armstrong advising Mr. Westby that
they would have to get together and
have an open meeting with all the elders
about Mr. Westby’s concerns.
“It all sounded good, and he said that
tonight or tomorrow he was going to meet
with Walt Sharp and his ministers and
have a good meeting down there in Texas.
“I said, ‘Ted, will you promise me
that you won’t try to intimidate Walt and
the rest of them and just let them speak?’
“He said, ‘Oh, yes, I wouldn’t do
anything like that.’

The East Coast elders were encouraged by what they perceived
to be a wave of honesty and candor and that somebody was
going to try to do something about an unfortunate situation
in an orderly way ‘to clean up our house, our church.’
evangelist in the WCG, tracked them
down to tell Mr. Westby and Mr. Antion
that the elder Mr. Armstrong would like
to talk with them about their concerns
about the Worldwide Church of God.
“We [Mr. Westby and Mr. Antion]
said wonderful. This is exactly what
we’ve been looking forward to,” remembered Mr. Westby. “We realized it
ultimately had to be a one-on-one with
him about some of these issues. We said
great, and we stipulated that we did want
to meet just with Mr. Armstrong and not
in a big group because we were savvy
about how business tended to be done,
with the intimidation routine.”
Mr. Rader, said Mr. Westby, promised
him that he and Mr. Antion would be
able to meet privately with Mr. Armstrong in Pasadena.
“Al Portune and Gary Arvidson [a
minister in church administration] picked
Dave and me up at the airport, and as we
were driving to the campus we kind of
realized that this might be it. Tomorrow
at this time or the next day at this time
we might be fired, be out.
“This was the first discussion we’d
ever had about that possibility, because
we hadn’t planned any other church
organization or anything else. We later
were accused of collusion, but we were
too stupid and naive for that.”
Mr. Westby said he still hoped that,
once Mr. Armstrong perceived the sincerity and good intentions of the two
men—that they were trying to help and
build up the Worldwide Church of
God—he would effect the reforms Mr.
Westby felt were necessary “to save and
better the church.”
Mr. Westby sat for a day by a phone
waiting for the promised call from Mr.
Armstrong’s secretary.
“Then we found out from Al Portune
that they had already pressured Dave
Antion into a meeting to deal with him
privately and they said, ‘No, we don’t
want to talk to Ken, just you.’And Dave
said, ‘Well, all right.’ ”
Mr. Westby said the room Mr. Antion
walked into on the church grounds,
which was also the Ambassador College
campus, was “full of all the evangelists,
VPs and assorted big shots glaring down
at him.” Mr. Armstrong was not present.
“Then they badgered Dave and tried
to separate him from the rest of us ministers out there, and various threats were
made, and they got him to sign a paper
which could be read to mean that he
didn’t have any part in any of these goings-on and didn’t approve of them.
“When I heard about that my heart, of
course, fell. So I called Mr. Armstrong’s

air force to Washington, D.C., a couple
of times a week to drop these long,
legal-sized letters—you know, breakyour-arm kind of letters that just went on
and on and on about this evil attack of
the devil. I guess that was me, or at least
I was the devil’s surrogate.
“That was really overkill. They gave
us too much credit. I guess they assumed
we had some great organization going
there all ready to take over, but the fact
was that we hadn’t, and I’d never stood
up in church and said boo to anybody
about any Pasadena scandal or difficulty.
“My approach had been to respectfully work through the chain of command
to see if we could clean up our own
house first, going to the church only as a
last resort. We never got to put the last
resort into action.”
The brethren were astounded, said
Mr. Westby. “It scared the feathers right
off our poor church members. I called a
couple on the phone to say, hey, I know
you’re getting all these letters, but you
know I’m still the same guy.”
Some of the brethren hung up on him,
he recalled.
“Then I realized these poor people
were just scared, and I didn’t want to put
any trouble on any of them.”
Mr. Westby described the abruptness
of his exit from the WCG. He was granted no exit interview. He was never
called by a supervisor to explain what
had happened. He heard no discussion
of the issues he had raised.
“I was just fired, and I found out
about my firing after it had already happened. By then the war room was in
effect, and they were calling everyone.
A telegram notifying me I was fired arrived three weeks after the fact.”
Special Saturday night
Mr. Westby recounted his final conversation with the younger Mr. Armstrong. This was before his trip to Pasadena and before he had found out he had
been fired.
“I had had one final conversation
with Ted. Of course, a lot of other things
were going on in other parts of the country, particularly down in Texas. Walt
Sharp [who lived in Big Sandy] was the
regional director in Texas. They had
something there they later called the
Saturday-night massacre, where Ted
was going to have a meeting with the
Texas region and openly discuss all the
issues with them.”
Ted Armstrong called Mr. Westby on
a Sabbath morning, the meeting being
scheduled that night.
“He called me up real friendly like

“I got a call from Walt after the meeting, and later Walt flew out to Washington, D.C., and the guy was in a shattered condition emotionally because
that’s exactly what happened. It was a terrible experience and a witch hunt. That’s
when Ted gave that 18-minute prayer
where he put anybody that would oppose
him or even be suspicious of anything
into a very terrible spiritual category.
“I found out later that before Ted had
even called me he had already ordered
my salary cut, credit cards canceled and
everything else including my firing. I
didn’t know I was already fired when I
flew out to Pasadena the following week
with my superior, Dave Antion, at the
invitation of Mr. Armstrong to work on
the church’s problems.”
‘Stealing tithes’
After his termination Mr. Westby
called the elders on the East Coast and
asked if any of them wanted to talk with
him about the issues and decide where
to go from there.
“Several of them did. They told me,
as many others did on the phone, ‘Well,
Ken, I agree with you 100 percent on all
the issues, but we’re just in no financial
position to get fired. What would we do
for a living?’ and so on.
“And I understood. So I said, ‘That’s
fine. I still love you guys. I understand. I
wish you well.’ ”
George Kemnitz, director of the
Chicago region, resigned, not waiting to
be fired. The others who were fired or
resigned included two church vice presidents, Mr. Antion and Mr. Portune
(“though they recanted and went back,”
said Mr. Westby), George Kemnitz,
Walt Sharp, Ben Morrison, Jim Morrison, Glenn Purdy, Wayne Phillips, Paul
Zapf, Tom Williams, Don Smith, Carl
Fowler, Larry Bathurst, Ernest Williams, Cliff Ackerson, Keith Hoyt and
Gary Arvidson.
“I know I’m forgetting some,” Mr.
Westby said. “There were about 20 others.
“Of course, then they invited everybody out to Pasadena to try to smooth all
this stuff over, as long as we were willing
to repent and recant and genuflect and
whatever else. Up to this point I didn’t
think we’d done anything wrong. Deceit
and wrong had been done on the part of
the church. So I didn’t go to Pasadena.
“Pasadena’s tactic in those days was
to tear down people’s character, destroy
them, so that church members wouldn’t
respect them anymore. I thought I was
living in the Fourth Reich.”
Mr. Westby said he was especially
distressed at being accused by church-

headquarters officials of stealing tithes.
“They said of me particularly that I
was a tithe-stealer. We were stealing the
tithes out of these black boxes that we
had at that time, which of course is idiotic on the face of it.
“The checks were made out to headquarters, and people got receipts. We
hadn’t touched a penny.
“But, with a play on words, they kind
of justified that, because in that culture if
you don’t pay your tithes to headquarters that’s called stealing from God.
Since Jan. 1 of that year, when I had lost
confidence in headquarters and what
they were doing, I was writing my tithe
checks, putting them in the envelope to
Pasadena and leaving them on the corner of my desk. I wasn’t sending them.”
He was going to send them but—because of his grave concerns about the
problems he was aware of—not until he
had seen some things done differently.
“So that would qualify somehow to
call me a tithe stealer, since I hadn’t personally paid my tithes for, like, two
months. There was some stealing going
on. I was fired without being reimbursed
for current expenses, earned vacation
pay or severance. I guess I should have
sent them a bill.”
The evangelist repo team
After Mr. Westby’s firing, two WCG
elders were sent out by headquarters, he
said, to tie up some loose ends.
“The evangelist repo team came to
get my car,” he said: “Wayne Cole and
Dean Blackwell. We had only the one
car. We’d already made the lease payments. They were deducted out of my
check. Nevertheless they wanted my
car. They didn’t ask, ‘Do you have
another car? Do you need to go to the
grocery store before we take your car?’
They just came to get that car.
“I remember standing on the front
porch talking to them, and they were
saying, ‘Hello, Ken. Come on, why
don’t you come back? We understand all
these problems.’
“So we went over the issues, and they
agreed on every one of them, whether it
was divorce and remarriage or whatever.
I said, ‘Then why are you sticking with
this program that is misusing doctrine
and God’s people and all?’
“They said—Wayne was the spokesman, basically; Dean was just looking at
the shine on his shoes the whole time—
‘Well, we believe that it’s Mr. Armstrong’s responsibility, and God works
through him, and if he’s wrong God’s
going to hold him accountable.
“I said: ‘Well, Wayne, that was the
Nuremberg defense. It didn’t fly then,
and it doesn’t fly now. Our first obligation is to God and, secondly, we’re to
minister to His people. We can’t say that
we were just soldiers and that it’s somebody else’s responsibility.”
“So Wayne said, ‘I’m sorry you feel
that way. We’ll find out eventually
whether Herbert Armstrong is God’s
man or not.’ ”
“We left as friends, of course. But it
was a sad and upsetting time all
around.”
(Later, in 1979, Mr. Armstrong fired
and shunned Mr. Cole in the wake of
events that quickly led to the WCG’s
being placed in receivership through the
actions of a small group of church members working with the attorney general
of the State of California.)
A lonely time
Mr. Antion called Mr. Westby to explain his decision to sign the paper proffered by headquarters officials.
“Dave said he thought he would be
able to do more good from within than
from without,” Mr. Westby remembered.
“I understood that line of reasoning,
and they had put a lot of pressure on
both Al and Dave not to talk to the
media. While we were in Pasadena we
had given some interviews to The
Washington Post and New York Times
and The L.A. Times that were picked up
around the world. I was getting calls
every day from 60 Minutes and from
most major newspapers wanting to
know what the deal was.”
Mr. Westby said that church officials
promised Mr. Antion and Mr. Portune
that, if they would not talk to journalists
for two or three months and not maintain
any contact with Mr. Westby, they would
be able to keep their homes and jobs.
“It was kind of a lonely time, yet our
conscience was clean,” said Mr. Westby.
“JoAn was right by my side and right with
me in all those areas in full agreement.”
Mr. Westby received phone calls in
the next few weeks from top ministers,
See SOME SAY, page 14
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Connections runs classifieds
Personals
I am seeking someone for a
friend, a male of age 55-65,
deaf or HH and can sign.
Someone who loves God, is
friendly, easygoing and honest, loves people and outdoor activities. My name is
Janece. If interested, here is
my E-mail: janecemm1@
gmail.com.

Personals

Obituaries

Retired long-time Canadian Church of God
couple traveling in Ireland (Republic and
Northern) throughout summer of 2017 (early
June to early September) seeking fellow church
brethren for Sabbath fellowship. Please contact
John and Tricia at jplunkett@tcog.ca.

Morelli, Reginald Peterson (who predeceased
Ron in July 2016), Rick Peterson, Teresa Westwood, Brenda Wendling,
and Jeff Peterson; 17 grandchildren and 13 greatgrandchildren. He is also
survived by a brother, Michael Peterson, and his
large family. ¶ Before retirement, Ron operated a
family auction business. He
loved playing the piano and
singing and passed his love
for music on to his children. Ronald Peterson
He was an elder in his
church. ¶ Funeral Services were held Jan. 3,
2017, at Lanier Funeral Home. A reception followed at the Women’s Club in Lakeland. In
memoriam, donations may be made to the
Living Church of God (lcg.org/donations.shtml).
Kenneth “Ken” Westby passed away Dec. 8,
2016, in Federal Way, Wash., at the age of 77.
Ken was the founder and director of the
Association for Christian Development and a
very dear friend of Journal publishers Dixon and
Linda Cartwright. ¶ He is survived by his wife
JoAn, to whom he was
married for more than 53
years. ¶ Survivors also
include two daughters and
sons-in-law, Kathrina and
David Sharman and Kari
and Lance Stafford; two
sons and daughters-in-law,
Kennet and Tracie Westby
and Eyvind and Christine
Westby; and several grand- Ken Westby
children. ¶ Ken loved life,
he loved sharing the message of the coming
Kingdom of God, and he helped many people
build a strong relationship with their Creator.
Visitation was Dec. 13 at Yahn and Son Funeral
Home in Auburn, Wash., and a private family
graveside service was held later that day at
Mountain View Cemetery in Auburn. The family
is planning a public celebration of life for April
2, 2017, in Seattle.
Gavin Harold Rumney of Auckland, New Zealand, died Dec. 16, 2016. He
was dearly beloved brother
and brother-in-law of the
late Trevor and Petrina
Rumney and Lenva and
John Calcott-Rumney. Muchloved uncle of Mar, Michele,
Emily and Steph; Paul and
Bun; the late Russell; Ajhonai and Martin; and Simon.
Loved great-uncle of Rici Gavin Rumney
and Leodahn. ¶ A service
was held Dec. 22, 2016, at Scots Presbyterian
Church, Vardon Road, Hamilton.
Robbie Dale Tuel, 64, of Gilmer, Texas, passed away
Jan. 2, 2017. Robbie, a longtime Church of God
member, was born Aug. 10, 1952, in Upshur County,
Texas, to Paul and Gwen Vaughn Tuel. ¶ Mr. Tuel was
a veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps and worked for
IBM as a computer service
technician. ¶ He is survived
by his mother, Gwen Tuel;
son Derek Tuel; daughter and
son-in-law Robin and Justin
Stephenson; and grandchildren Skylar and Marley Stephenson. ¶ Cremation arrangements were under the
direction of Croley Funeral
Robbie Tuel
Home in Gilmer.

Obituaries
Janece

Widow, nurse, semiretired,
longtime COG member looking for a male
friend age 65-80, grounded in God’s truth.
Write rocky695@att.net or 903-534-9131.

Ronald George Peterson died Dec. 28, 2016, in
Lakeland, Fla. He was 85. Born Sept. 8, 1931, in
Quincy, Ill., he was married to his wife, Jean
Fountain Peterson, for 65 years. He was a Navy
veteran of the Korean War. ¶ Ronald and Jean
had seven children, Rhonda Clore, Robin

Who Invented the Holy Spirit?
Are you curious about who invented Jesus Christ? Do You
know who invented the Holy Spirit? The Primer 2016
Edition is now available. It is a textbook designed to
teach how to understand The Holy Bible as a work of
literature and not as religious or political propaganda. It
contains literary restorations including what is commonly
known as The Book of Malachi, The Book of Job
and The Sermon on the Mount. Order as a paperback or Kindle ebook at Amazon.com. —John L. Smith Jr.

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

Why do you
tithe on money?
Few of us have taken a closer look at the ScripBiblical
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Tithing
Is NOT
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
On Money
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

THE HANDPRINT OF GOD ON THE EARTH!
THE ITALIAN BOOT PROVES THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE
It GRAPHICALLY depicts the prophecy of

DANIEL 2:34, that a ROCK will strike
the FEET OF A REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE
in the latter days and usher in

GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH
For more information on this subject go to

To order these books write:

dan234.com

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Ken Westby died Dec. 8, 2016. See his website, godward.org,
for future updates about Virtual Church Sabbath services and
other aspects of his ministry. See also the article about Mr.
Westby beginning on page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers
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US Suicide
A

uthors of books have noted that the US
seems bent on self-destruction. One book
is Planned Destruction of America, two others
called National Suicide (reported on ahead).
The rich elite benefit from laws they get
passed, while others suffer. Enforced by police
brutality and close to a police state. Law enforcement using military vehicles, assault rifles
and grenade launchers.
US jobs are outsourced overseas, ruining the
manufacturing base of the US. While many US
banks and companies benefit by exploiting lowpaid workers (or even some slave labor as
China). Despite this very unpatriotic practice,
multinational corporations get away with it.
Their top leaders get exorbitant salaries and
perks. Even ones that ruin their firms get golden parachutes of retirement packages and severance pay—compensation for their loss, not
for the many employees whose lives are ruined.

National Suicide (1973)
Military Aid to the Soviet Union by Antony
Sutton. He also wrote The Best Enemy Money
Can Buy, both on how the US aided the USSR
in many ways while claiming to be opposing it
in the Cold War.
[They were allies in WW2 though Stalin
killed millions in his country. The US space
effort was delayed so the USSR could be first
into space with sputnik and cosmonauts to set a
space race, besides a nuclear arms race. Later,
the US joined Russia in a space station.
Similarly, China is Communist with much stifling of human freedom, but gets Most Favored
Nation Status from the US for trade.]
National Suicide (2009)
How Washington Is Destroying the American Dream by Martin Gross: He has testified
before Congress six times about federal waste
and fraud.
Most US politicians exaggerate and even lie.
Americans deem politicians only ahead of used
car salesmen in honesty. Clinton in 1996 stated
“The era of big government is over.” And Congress cheered.
Yet: “The cost of government rises as Washington continues its uncontrolled orgy of spending without reason or value.” Politicians claim
to aid the middle class, but it is the golden
goose, about 2/3 of income tax. Tax law
changes in jerks on seeming whim every 2-4
years so planning ahead is difficult, and even
the IRS has trouble sorting out the mess. IRS
audits threaten citizens who may be trying to
obey tax laws, others cheat the corrupt system.
[Tax return experts advertise they can get
their customers back more in refunds. This
seems unpatriotic. Donald Trump claimed he
takes advantage of all ‘legal’ means.] “[Richest]
Americans who pay almost no income tax now
have the political power to tax the other half
and feel no compunction to reduce the size of
government and its excessive expenditures.”
Since the rich tend to be recipients of the
government dole. [So the rich get richer, and
more so since US inception.] This class system
has only gotten worse over the years.
Against the colonist demand of No Taxation
Without Representation. Congressmen are supposed to help the people, but are greedy to gain
more than $300,000 per year when going from
Congressman to lobbyist—to influence their
former colleagues to favor their new company.
[Lobbyists outnumber them 70:1, showing their
influence and amount of money involved.]
Using ‘legal bribes’ to fund their re-elections.
“The tragic aspect of this rise of China and
the decline of America is that it has been stagemanaged by America’s politicians in close
coordination with our multinational corporate
giants seeking cheap products to sell to easily
conned American consumers.” Touted as Free
Trade, but with near slave labor, pollution and
toxic ingredients. Walmart leads the way. [Its
practices lead to small businesses sinking,
while its employees have so low wages and
benefits the locals must offset their losses.] US
multinational corporations act differently, even
contrary to the wishes of most of its US citizen
work base. So jobs are outsourced overseas to
cheaper firms with dirt cheap wages of its
workers, while US citizens suffer job loss.
China counterfeits in various fields, selling
knockoffs [besides sometimes selling toxic
products to save money]. Congressmen have
complained that China manipulates its currency
of the yuan illegally to gain trade advantage.
Amounting to an export subsidy.

The housing bubble and burst in 2008-9 was
caused by risky practices more like gambling.
And the big banks and companies involved got
bailed out, costing taxpayers over $2 trillion.
While poor folk had their homes foreclosed,
and others lost trillions of dollars in equity in
theirs. It was found out that the government
was much at fault, similar to the Great Depression, for lowering interest rates too much.
Even forced companies to comply so people
could even get houses with virtually no income
verified, and no money down.
US schemes with China to take our manufacturing base. The US begs China to buy more
of our debt, though it holds more than $1 trillion already.
The alternative minimum tax, an accounting
lie, costs taxpayers $1 trillion in the next 10
years. US spends $.7 trillion for welfare or
$65,000 for a family of 4, yet US continues to
have poverty.
Both Democrats and Republicans urge illegal immigration, and reward the children with
citizenship. Under Democrat Clinton, Democrats sought more votes. Under Republican
Bush, demands of business wanted cheaper
labor directly, and others in competition with it
to keep prices down. Some hospitals shut
down, not able to treat so many nonpaying customers by law.
Children of illegal aliens born in the US get
citizenship status based on the wrong interpretation of the 14th Amendment for freed slaves.
Claim is made that Europeans do not want to
immigrate here, but this is false. Washington
actually rebuffs them since early immigrants
were from there. Most all new citizens and their
illegal parents and siblings are Hispanic and
most do not assimilate into American culture.
Instead it’s more like apartheid—not speaking
English, for one.
In such cities as Los Angeles, pregnant
women will circle the hospital until their water
breaks then enter. Their costs are free, including
after birth care. So 84 hospitals were closing in
California alone. Due to speaking a foreign language in the US, a Tower of Babel situation is
coming, supported by tax dollars. Hispanics that
do not learn English tend to drop out of school.
Immigrants from other nations may not have to
learn English until later in school, but the best
age to learn another language is early. The result
is they are weak in society the rest of their lives.
Most of the funds for Social Security are
gone, used on such things as retirement benefits
for politicians, as their Piggy Bank. Plus there
are so many Baby Boomers drawing from it
now. Retirement age is shifted to later so some
will die before they can retire. Trillions that
should have been saved for them are gone.
Including Medicare benefits. Medicare and
Medicaid waste $100 billion a year with doctor
and hospital fraud.
Property taxes (much for education) on
homes are skyrocketing, as the poorest and
richest receive tax breaks. FDR tried but failed
to ‘stack’ the Supreme Court with his appointees, but the net result was the same. Erosion of
powers, but not the president, making executive
orders not allowed by the Constitution.
Credit companies are allowed usury of 30%.
They gain the most from late fees, and if you
are late they increase the interest rate. Many
people are not paying off their loans but chasing the interest, paying off the minimum
amount the rest of their lives.
Such agencies in the government as the Defense Department allow workers to use credit
cards and pay nothing. When it was found many
used them for personal gain, the spending limits
were increased! Even private contractors working for the government may get credit cards, and
the number employed does not show up in the
total of federal workers so it appears to be low.
No Child Left Behind wastes $24 billion a
year with useless tests and research, while education continues to decline. Teachers are drawn
from the bottom third of high schools. Children
learn to submit to authority and become accustomed to big government. “American elementary and secondary education is the worst in the
developed world.”
Mission creep: Government departments are
ever increasing in cost and scope. As the
Agriculture Dept. seems to have its hands in
most everything. So there is much overlap of
departments, 1000 duplicate federal programs
waste billions. There is not much communication between departments doing the same thing.
Earmarks are called pork, written into laws
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to supply jobs back home for constituents. Particularly for unnecessary or wasteful work.
Bureaucracy—Federal workers are privileged, tend to be under-worked and overpaid
compared to the private sector. It is very difficult
to fire bad workers, takes a long time and usually fails. Private sector workers lose their jobs,
about half a million each month. Government
workers, besides generally receiving higher
wages, tend to get more perks as more holidays
off, more vacation time, and sick leave which
they can take without being sick. Excess federal
workers could be reduced without firing anyone,
just not hire more when some quit, retire or die.
Eminent domain is used to confiscate someone’s property for state or federal use, or just for
private business. Reinterpreting the meaning of
public use for corporate gain. While people
debate what is public use, most all citizens
know it does not mean private use.
Some government foolishness: “Lawmakers
took $13 million from Hurricane Katrina relief
funds to build a museum celebrating the Army
Corps of Engineers, the federal group that proved
inadequate against the storm [though much of its
failure from its funding cut by Bush beforehand]
. . . Much of an $8 billion federal program of 911,
designed to repair damaged NY offices near
Ground Zero, ended up going to build luxury condos and other buildings not in lower Manhattan.”
Ex-presidents get special perks. [Even
though Clinton was almost impeached for lying
under oath (not for sexual escapades in the
White House)] he tops the list: $191,000 pension each year, plus $96,000 for staff.
Unlimited amount for renting an office, equipment, phone use and travel. He chose rent of
$45,000 a month, for a 8300-foot penthouse,
but that was after Republicans complained of
his first choice over $67,000 per month. But the
highest cost is perhaps Secret Service protection for ex-presidents and their spouses.

Data and Goliath (2015)
A NY Times and Amazon bestseller book, by
Bruce Schneier with background in security and
technology: Cell phones are great, but can’t work
properly unless the company keeps you under surveillance, knows where you are. In the past, hired
investigators tailed a person around and took
notes. A cell phone makes them obsolete. Someone can send a ‘blind’ call without being detected
by the user. The cell phone sends a signal which
can locate the cell phone within one meter.
The app named HelloSpy can secretly be
installed on a phone to track the user, as a parent
checking on a teenager, or an employer’s workers. The price people pay for free services is surveillance. Sun Microsystems’ CEO Scott McNealy said “You have zero privacy anyway. Get over
it.” Memory storage is so cheap that no data need
be deleted. Data miners sell the vast data they collect on us to whoever pays, as divorce lawyers.
History shows how wrong it is for governments to do mass surveillance of their citizens.
And books as 1984 predicted the lack of privacy for alleged security of the state.
When connecting to the Internet you have
your data recorded, as what software your computer has installed, what features are enabled.
Websites you visit are recorded. If you snap a
photo, it has time and location stamped, as well
as camera ID. If you relay the photo to the web,
this info tags along. Cars with computers can
record how fast you go, how hard you press
brakes and position of steering wheel.
Schneier worked with Glenn Greenwald and
the Guardian newspaper analyzing Edward
Snowden’s collected NSA documents on mass
surveillance of US citizens. They did not realize
their own government spied on them so much.
The government and corporations gather as
much data on us as possible. It used to be too
expensive, so little was recorded, and it was
deleted shortly to make room for more. Cost has
gone way down for storing data and with spying
devices, so crooks or common people can spy
on their neighbors. Some companies check license plates to repossess cars whose owners
have defaulted on their car loans. Facial recognition software is used to spot anyone targeted.
Most mass surveillance goes on without us
knowing about it. The US Postal System photographs the backs and fronts of mail and allows
access to this info to law enforcement and other
government agencies.
Biometrics check IDs as iris, or gait recognition systems. In 2014 a senior executive of Ford
Motor Company told an audience at the Consumer Electronics Show “We know everyone
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who breaks the law, we know when you’re doing it. We have GPS in your car, so we know
what you’re doing.” Ford car owners were
shocked. Ford quickly retracted the comment.
Radar can now detect objects behind 8 inches of concrete wall. Phone conversations can be
known by audio waves bouncing off objects, as
a potato chip bag. NSA and others can turn your
cell phone on remotely to hear. Voiceprints can
identify you by just the sound of your voice.
Google knows much about us to aid in
searches and purchases online. Google’s CEO
Eric Schmidt said “We know where you are. We
know where you’ve been. We can more or less
know what you are thinking about.”
In 2012 the NY Times reported on Target targeting customers. Sifting through data, as to focus
ads to pregnant women. A father found out his
daughter was pregnant by the ads she was getting.
Internet ads can follow us after we browse, which
is creepy and annoying. We may have bought the
item or decided to forget it. Not all the data collected on us is accurate, and we have no way of
correcting it. Corporations data mine to find new
customers, and find potential employees.
Android offered its Brightest Flashlight Free
which had cool features. Customers who got it
clicked that they read the agreement, but hardly anyone did. Later, the US Federal Trade
Commission forced the company to clean up its
deceptive advertising, since it collected location of customers (even before signing up). And
was selling this information to third parties
(thus making a profit off of a free item). Because the app was free, Android was not fined.
Much surveillance by companies is allowed,
because the customer ‘signed’ the agreement,
even though likely not read.
Third party cookies for the Internet to track
your websites visited originated with DoubleClick (which was bought by Google later). This
started the means of targeted advertising so what
you were interested in, at one time, ‘stalks’ you
at other sites. One reporter found 105 different
companies tracked his Internet use. Sites as
innocent as Dictionary.com installed 200 tracking cookies on your browser when you visited.
Smartphones may track your location, but
also may download such things as your address
book and calendar. Angry Birds games collect
your data even when you are not playing. Some
Internet features can block the use of cookies.
But some companies evade this, and may install
Evercookies—not deletable. Even the White
House website does so. Some people think it is
good that services as Siri and Google Now have
‘tons’ of information about us to be more able
to respond to our beck and call.
Companies know that half their advertising
is wasted because they do not know the potential customer to target directly. Data mining
helps target better. But people may get creeped
out if ads stalk them on the Internet and reject
them. People will interact with something that
looks like a robot, but if it looks too human disgust occurs.
With the increase of ads, they tend to diminish the effect of one ad among thousands. We
have only so much money to spend. The middlemen between company and customer are
eliminated with Internet use.
In the US, the NSA started out as part of the
military, and only foreign intelligence gathering.
Now its surveillance is for all. Totalitarian governments as Russia and China had done total
surveillance for years. China restricts parts of the
Internet so its citizens will not be informed about
things against it. NSA and FBI spied on Americans, as antiwar protesters. Snowden found that
NSA has a ‘black budget’ of unknown funding
of secret operations, most likely illegal. NSA
may interpret laws loosely to justify its actions.
NSA draws most of the attention, but there are
16 other US intelligence services.
The FBI routinely gains info without a warrant. It was found that it uses fake cell towers to
track cell phone users. In operation Stingray the
FBI forces local police to lie about this in court
to get away with the practice. The police may be
given data in return. Political protesters can be
thusly spied on, who do not like such practices by
the government. Some states sell voter registration data, or driver licenses including ID photos.
Hackers can access our data directly from our
computers. US news described China hacking
US computers as cyber attacks and cyber war.
But the US told of its similar spying benignly as
intelligence-gathering. A Chinese company
offered to sell networking equipment in the US,
but it was feared that data could be taken, as with
a ‘back door,’ so was rejected. Later it was
learned the US was already doing this. About 30
nations have cyber war divisions in their military.
Snowden found that the US gains data from
some other nations agreeably. From say Denmark as long as the US does not search it for
Danes. Which is not enforceable. The end game
of intelligence is global surveillance of every-
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one, so sharing info is done.
A 2013 Washington Post article reported that
70% of the US intelligence budget goes to private
firms, sharing US government data on us. And
483,000 government contractors hold top secret
clearance of it, a third of those with that high level.
NSA hacks US technology companies. “The agency
creates fake Facebook pages to hack into people’s
computers, and its TAO branch intercepts Cisco
equipment during shipping to install hardware
implants.” NSA interprets the law very loosely,
has secret law and secret courts. Businesses share
with NSA, and the reverse is true.
In the UK people are jailed for a racist tweet or
tasteless Facebook post. If you collect enough
data on someone, you are bound to find something
to accuse him of, if only by inference. But such a
fishing expedition is supposed to be outlawed. The
US has many outdated or punitive laws that could
be enforced against someone under suspicion.
The US conducts targeted drone strikes in foreign nations, based on data inferences of profiling which can be wrong, so innocent people may
be targeted. Hardly anyone knows if a drone
strike is actually successful against a real terrorist, and innocent bystanders die.
The US is not a free society. It intimidates
journalists so they are less likely to write about
investigation abuses. And can hardly keep their
informants as whistleblowers secret. Law enforcement is stifled because people are afraid to
report crimes anonymously, that their identity
will be known publicly. Because of NSA intrusion, people are afraid to post on the Internet
about NSA actions or refer to it in emails.
Secrecy Creep: Branches of the US government keep secrets from other US agencies, as
Congress and White House. Some Congressmen
keep secrets from other members of Congress.
Even the Supreme Court keeps its own secrets.
John Kerry and Hilary Clinton announced that
Snowden should return and make his case in
court, but he would not be able to tell the public
anything while on trial.
All surveillance has abuses. Photos of political
protesters intimidate them. In 2014 CIA hackers
hacked the computers of the Senate Intelligence
Committee investigating it. In the past, labor organizers, civil rights and war protesters were severely watched. In 2009 in a Philadelphia high
school, laptop computers were donated to help
with homework. But found later to spy on student
chats and even watch through cameras actions in
bedrooms. This spying came to light when the
school tried to jail student Blake Robbins for popping drugs like candy. But they were just candy
and the school was successfully sued.
The US and other ‘democratic’ nations tout
they keep the Internet free. But they conduct
similar surveillance as repressive regimes. These
regimes cite US spying on its citizens to justify
their actions. Israel gathers data on Palestinians
for political persecution. The US has lost its
credibility. Facebook’s Mark Zuckerberg said
“The US government should be the champion
for the Internet, not a threat.”
Redlining is a practice of discrimination as
based on race, which is illegal. Banks may allow
loans for houses in only some areas to certain
races. Now with more data to fix the race, Wells
Fargo used a “community calculator” to determine a person’s race and assign the area. So
Blacks go to black neighborhoods.
American Express limits credit based on a person’s shopping. Restaurants can offer their rich
customers the expensive wines. Insurance companies offer a device that monitors car use and gives
the better drivers better insurance rates (and the
reverse is true). Some schools require students
when exercising to wear a monitor device for
health, without saying who gets the data. If the
data on you is wrong, you may not know that or
how to correct it. We all know data can be wrong
by some of the ads we get. People are afraid of
searching for ailments which might imply they are
the ones ill, so insurance companies drop them.
Search engines as Google use site preferences
to cater to the way we think. This does not sound
bad, since we would rather not read about things
we do not like. But if our news is filtered to us,
we are likely to miss news we need to know.
Opposing ideas confronting us make us search
more to find out the truth. We do change our
minds on some subjects over time.
It was found that most women feel least
attractive Mondays so marketers advertise to
them then. Also when depressed. Since people

tend to buy according to emotions, they could
have their emotions manipulated to buy. [Companies advertise to entice us to buy their products for the silliest of reasons.]
Privacy Breach. How safe is our data by
companies that collect it? Hackers break in to
company data bases a lot, most is not reported
on the news. Some firms do not even know they
have been hacked and data stolen. And besides,
most sell the data to anyone for profit. Then
there’s identity theft when a criminal takes over
someone’s info to purchase items with their
credit card or files a fake tax return for refund,
which the person must pay.
Ratters use Remote Access Trojan to extort
photos from females, taking over their computers
and even using the camera without turning its
light on to take more pictures or videos. Ratters
will share their data with other ratters. Schneier
heard of two cases where a girl did not apply to
one college, but got warnings from it that the
data was hacked and she should put out a fraud
alert. The companies were tracking her back in
high school. “As long as our personal data sloshes around like this, out security is at risk.”
US surveillance costs US business. Other
nations do not want their data recorded and stored
by the US so defer to non-US companies. Since
the US is not trusted. The Obama administration
repeatedly announced only non-Americans were
focused on [a lie], so made matters worse. More
people are willing to pay to protect their data, and
from government surveillance.
Privacy. Some claim if you are hiding your
data you have something to hide, insinuating
evil. But we just want privacy in certain matters.
Zuckerberg claimed privacy is no longer the
social norm, but he bought the four houses adjacent his Palo Alto home for his own privacy.
Animals do not like to be constantly watched, as
predators do. Humans feel uneasy, even with just
the thought they might be watched constantly.
Prisons use this means to dehumanize inmates.
People tend to forget over time, healing heated arguments best forgotten, but stored data is
perpetual. Mass surveillance is claimed collected and stored by programs, not humans so is private. But is accessible to humans later.
Security. The war on terrorism is overstated.
“We fear terrorists more than the police, even
though in the US you’re nine times more likely to
be killed by a police officer than by a terrorist . . .
Because terrorist attacks are so rare, false positives completely overwhelm the system . . . millions of people will be falsely accused for every
real terrorist plot the system finds, if it ever finds
any.” Since so many things are being watched for,
nothing is watched very well. More productive
detective work can be done by focusing on less.
It is compared to a needle in a haystack. But
if you pour on more hay or more data, you are
less likely to find it. By collecting so much data
on innocent people, attention is diverted away
from criminals. The military intelligence community speaks of trying to drink from a fire hose
since there is so much data, important bits are
missed. “In the years after 911 the NSA passed
to the FBI thousands of tips per month, every
one of them turned out to be a false alarm . . .
frustrating the FBI agents who were obligated to
investigate all the tips.”
Terrorists try to hide their activity, not so with
ordinary people so their data need not be collected. When we learn of NSA success it tends
to be with targeted surveillance, not mass surveillance. Taxpayers pay extra for collecting too
much data that does not work.
Success is noted in credit card companies
able to determine by the purchases if a credit
card has been stolen.
Some people try to keep up with the Joneses,
meaning to outdo their neighbors. But for security it is better to set a low profile so thieves are
less attracted to burglarize your home.
It is better to protect data rather than wait to
recover it after it is lost. Encryption is the best
preventive since the hacker is extremely unlikely to come up with the right code. “Widespread
encryption has the potential to render mass surveillance ineffective and to force eavesdroppers
to choose their targets . . . attackers don’t have
the budget to pick everyone.”
Software in computers or cell phones have
mistakes or vulnerabilities, likely thousands, but
undiscovered. No software is without flaws.
When found, a patch can be made and implemented. For cyber attack, these flaws are found
and held secret to be used later. Since the gov-
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ernment forces computers to have back doors,
all users are less secure.
NSA has dummy sites as for Facebook to
eavesdrop. NSA can redirect Internet traffic
there, or disrupt video at a website. So NSA is
making sure that the Internet is not secure for its
own convenience, which makes it liable for
intrusion by criminals. The US military Stuxnet
malware used to disrupt Iranian computers also
infected 50,000 computers in other nations, and
became criminal malware.
Police are reluctant to be watched, confiscating videos of their actions and claiming their
own video cannot be released because the matter is under investigation. Even some reporters
are arrested trying to show police brutality

What to do?
Schneier offers many solutions so there is
security and privacy. Whistleblowers should get
better treatment under the law to expose crime at
their business. One professor claims democracies should be leaky, allowing leaks and whistleblowers to counter overreaching government.
We should have rule by consent.
Government should protect us, and even protect us from government intrusion where not
needed. NSA claims to follow the oversight of
Congress, but not true. According to Judge John
Bates it tends to misrepresent itself to the court,
does not follow requirements of minimum invasive acts and goes above what the law actually
stipulates. Congressman Alan Grayson said congressional oversight of NSA was a joke.
Even Congressman Jim Sensenbrenner, who
wrote much of the US PATRIOT Act, was surprised that NSA took the word relevance to
mean it could do mass surveillance. He said “It’s
like scooping up the entire ocean to guarantee
you catch a fish.”
Companies should take care of our data better, not letting it get hacked. The EPA fines companies that pollute, not waiting until cancers
show up many years later. In a similar vein,
firms are getting sued about customer data leaks,
before harm may come to them.
The European Union demands that your data
is yours, not the collector’s, while in the US the
collector owns it. Matters could be reversed to
those of the past, when a company had our data
for a short time and then deleted it in a few
months. Some people propose we get a royalty
on our data used by companies, even a tiny bit.
We should be able when leaving a company to
demand our data be deleted. Agreements customers must make with a company should be
easier to understand and much shorter in length.
Block surveillance. Sometimes this can be
simple, as putting black tape or a sticker over
your computer camera. Use encryption when
possible, or at least when most necessary. Don’t
give your phone number to a sales clerk. Avoid
signing for store affinity cards, though prices
will be higher. Don’t take silly online surveys.
Aid legitimate surveillance. “Today when
US intelligence agencies are caught breaking the
law, the only ones threatened with jail time are
the whistleblowers.”
Notice and talk about surveillance. Do business with companies that secure your privacy
over others who don’t seem to care.
Recalibrate our fear. The PATRIOT Act was
signed when Congress was fearful of the 911
attacks and anthrax (found to be from a US lab). It
was too long to be read in time and passed anyway
despite not understanding it. When Congressmen
are asked if mass surveillance has led to stopped
terrorist threats they say no, but claim it is an
insurance policy so they won’t be blamed.
“Keeping the fear stoked is big business . . .
By fixating on rare and spectacular events, they
condition us to behave as if terrorism were much
more common than it is and to fear it far out of
proportion to its actual incidence.”
The Government Racket (2001)
2000 and Beyond by Martin Gross: “The US
government wastes at least $375 billion a year.
(Taxpayers could save 40% if this was cut out.)
. . . The average family pays more on taxes than
they spend on food, housing and medical care
combined.” Medicare money was looted, put in
the general fund and mostly wasted, as limos for
White House staff.
Many examples of waste are cited, as official
Democrat or Republican convention parties and
concerts are paid for by the government (that is,
taxpayers), including liquor. Total of $26 million in 2000.
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‘Corporate welfare’ means the government
invests in firms as computer ones to alleviate risk,
as of Intel, IBM and AT&T. When breakthroughs
happen, the companies reap the benefits.
Earned Income Tax Credit allows even millionaires to get a free check, perhaps yearly. Many
taxpayers do not report cash income on their W-2
forms so may get the credit. A married couple pretending they’re divorced can get two payments.
Two single mothers without work claimed each
other for day care and both got the credit. If you
are caught cheating will you go to jail? No, just be
suspended and you can get back on EITC again!
Food stamps are used illegally to get money
or nonfood items. Estimated at $1.4 billion,
including aiding prison inmates not entitled to
them, and the deceased! The IRS audits persons
and demands accurate tally of income and expenses. But it lets those with criminal records
carry taxpayer money, or lets a bike messenger
carry $100 million during peak season.
Federal money is doled out for lavish city
courthouses like palaces. Claimed to provide for
increase use, but a study found many were
underused. State inspectors found 1 of 3 nursing
homes were inferior and threatened lives, but the
federal agency for this could not ensure these
problems would be resolved.
Andrews Air Force Base built its 3rd golf
course. Not much for base demand, but for officials in nearby Washington DC. Calling it a military golf course just hides the fact that VIPs use
it as another perk. If they use nonmilitary courses, they must pay a higher game fee, and pay
monthly dues.
The Immigration and Naturalization Service
does not check applications for criminal history
(as of 2000). Porous borders means cheap labor
without unions, and lowering of wages of average citizens in competition with them.
The US government rounds up wild horses by
helicopter and encourages people to adopt a horse
for only $125. Sounds great, but 90% of the new
owners have them butchered and sold as meat in
France and Belgium. Prized for being young and
healthy, not like the usual meat of most cattle.
Congressmen can ride free on military planes
(so they will be in favor of Pentagon requests)
and get special treats they request. As allexpense paid trips to Greece for pleasure,
including alcoholic drinks and staying at expensive hotels. Taxpayers pay $3000 per hour for
them to use a C-22 transport plane.
“The national debt is only one third the real fiscal obligation of the federal government, which is
now a frightening $18 trillion or nine times the
annual cost of government. The rest is cleverly
hidden from taxpayers by keeping it off-budget.”
Congressmen get a perk of using free (that is
taxpayer paid) radio programs. Supposed to be
for information, but really allow them to campaign for reelection all year, and why so many
get reelected. Also, they can conduct ‘town hall’
meetings without expense as transportation,
room and chair rentals, and audio-visual aids.
Besides, there is also a recording studio, and its
costs are hidden from the public.
The Small Business Administration gives out
loans to those with criminal records. It only
requires applicants to state if they have such
records, and does not check up on that!
Supplemental Security Income is provided if a
person has alcohol or drug abuse, considered a
disability! Even half the nation could be considered disabled by the loose mental meaning.
USDA employees accepted collect calls and
paid for them half the time. Even though most of
these were for prisoners. They conspired with
the prisoners to call long distance bilking the
government of more money.
The US government has a fleet of 1384 civilian planes along with their pilots and maintenance crews. Top bureaucrats like to use them to
avoid mixing with sweaty taxpayers like us.
With 25 different manufacturers, they each need
their own spare parts and complex maintenance.
Even 31 of the planes were registered to 4 agencies that were not supposed to have them. Many
just sit at airports unused.
Government employee benefits are high, 75%
higher than the average worker, up to five weeks
of vacation, plus retirement pay and sick leave that
can be used as vacation. Total cost of $85,000.
Here are a few congressional perks: Gifts,
cash, dinners, trips paid by lobbyists, so they are
in the hands of corporations. Housing deduction
of $3000, plus aid in preparing their taxes, the
IRS setting up shop to aid them in the Capitol.
Free snapshots and phone service there. Library
of Congress provides books, and many go unreturned without fines.
All perks should stop, because of cost and
Congressmen get the idea they should be served
by us instead of being public servants.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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The Missing Dimension!
What’s that?
Once we heard about the missing dimension
as much as those two trees! Regrettably, the
missing dimension is more absent from this
world’s education now than in the lifetime of
Herbert W. Armstrong. That is not good!
Our students prefer to understand the missing dimension by electing the “Way
of Giving” and joining the quest to “Live by every Word of God,” knowing that
“The Word of God is the Foundation of Knowledge.” As a team of former
Ambassador faculty and alumni, our aim and commitment is to reach and serve
all of His people in the 21st Century. We are here to serve you as well as the
rest of His people worldwide. When you become part of our learning community, you join with us in making new friends, rekindling old acquaintances, and
creating lasting bonds as we collectively learn more about God’s Way of Life.

How?
At LU we provide
opportunity to:
Enroll in a course online
or on-campus
Audit a class as a senior
citizen with a tuition waiver
Join our family of friends
and donors
Pray for our students
worldwide
Develop servant leadership
skills

Why not join with us in providing the Gift of True Education?
What do you have to lose?
Find us at:

www.livinguniv.com

Join our family of friends and receive our Living University publications and bimonthly letters to our
friends and donors. Simply register on our website, call us at (704) 708-2294, or write to us at Living
University, 2301 Crown Centre Drive, Charlotte, NC 28227.
LIVING UNIVERSITY ADMITS STUDENTS OF ANY RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL AND ETHIC ORIGIN.
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

Extraordinary Times

I

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

n Memory—January 16, 2017, marks 31
years since God’s late Apostle and the
Elijah died. One would not have to wonder if he were alive today what he would
say based on these extraordinary times
in which we now live in telecasts to the world
and sermons to the membership.
Commission to the Ministry—Before he
died, Mr. Armstrong gave a commission to
the ministry to prepare God’s people for the
coming of Jesus Christ back to this earth. A
serious commission to think about realizing
the shortness of time until that wonderful
event takes place. Mr. Armstrong cautioned
before his death that what was being seen
then will change dramatically in the short
time to come. It is now being witnessed.
The Whole Head Is Sick—The sickness
goes beyond the governmental leadership,
from the sole of the foot even to the head—
society in general (Isaiah 1:5-6). It should be
realized there is no human leader, or leaders,
who will save this country. It is fractured
beyond repair. It is only a matter of a few
more short years before its death as a nation.
Dark Times Await America—The Berliner Zeitung wrote on November 7
(prior to the election): “One could mention many reasons for (America’s) downfall . . .
It is clear: The status of America’s society will
not change, regardless as to who will win the
election. For the considerable future, America
is paralyzed politically, if not something worse
happens. Even without Trump, dark times
await America . . .”
A Divided Nation—The polls reveal this
country is almost equally divided between the
Democrats and the Republicans, 51 percent to
49 percent. The division runs deep! Great
anger, hostility, riots, violence against constituted authority; these things are frequently
witnessed. The wicked surround the righteous, and justice never goes forth. It progressively worsens.
A Scriptural Warning—What Jesus Christ
said in the following Scripture is a well-known
and established fact, “Every kingdom divided against its self is brought to desolation, and every city or house divided
against itself will not stand” (Matthew 12:25).

This Country is Destroying Itself—A
quote from Abraham Lincoln: “From
whence shall we expect the approach of
danger? Shall some trans-Atlantic military giant step the earth and crush us at a
blow? Never. All the armies of Europe and
Asia . . . could not by
force take a drink from
the Ohio River or make
a track on the Blue
Ridge in the trial of a
thousand years. No, if
destruction be our lot
we must ourselves be
its author and finisher.
As a nation of free men
we will live forever or
die by suicide.”
The Imminency of the
Coming of Jesus Christ
—Considering what is
now being witnessed, not
only in this country, but in
other nations of this
world, is made known in an
overview of Matthew 24,
Mark 13 and Luke 21. These
Scriptures reveal that in just a few short years
these very troubling times will lead into the
very worst of times (Matthew 24:21-22). Having
given this advanced warning, Jesus Christ said to
His faithful elect, “Now when these things
begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, because your redemption draws
near” (Luke 21:28).
God’s True Church—For those who know
and believe the teachings of God’s Holy Bible,
Scripture reveals God has only ONE CHURCH
(Matthew 16:18), and no more! And in that
Church are only those whom God has selectively called and added to it (John 6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16); a little, little Church (Luke 12:32;
Matthew 7:13-14). And in God’s true Church
the fullness of His true teachings are believed
and taught by His true and faithful ministers
(Revelation 3:7-13).
Discernment—By scanning the many writings in The Journal, while not questioning the
sincerity of most of the writers, yet one should
easily discern they are in error regarding the
fullness of the true teachings of God (Matthew
4:4; John 17:17). Further, very few, if any, are

writing about the need of preparing the membership for the coming of Jesus Christ as we,
the ministry, were commissioned to do by Mr.
Armstrong before he died.
The Reality and Fear of God—Scripture
teaches, “His mercy is upon them that
fear Him” (Luke 1:50).
Sad to say, God is not
real to all who have
gone offtrack, otherwise they would repent
and begin walking fully
in His teachings as
made known by Jesus
Christ through His late
apostle and the Elijah
to come (Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:10-11).
Time is Running
Out—Based on what is
made known by the
news media, coupled
with the end-time prophecies, it should be realized the handwriting is
on the wall for this nation, and the end of it is
now very close as it was for Belshazzar King of
Babylon (Daniel 5:1-31)! Prophecy reveals superpower America will be conquered by the
Revived Holy Roman Empire as was the
impregnable Babylonian Empire by the MedioPersian Empire.
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study your
Bible together with the last book Mr. Herbert
W. Armstrong wrote: the unedited MYSTERY
OF THE AGES, ISBN 0-396-08773-6, and believe
it. This could save your life from the worsening troublesome times before us. Remember—
Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus Christ used
to teach all of us His truth (II Timothy 3:13-14).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2016 The Church of God.
All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the respective owners
thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by
The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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What Is the GOSPEL For???

The House of God
Our churches are an open door to those
who seek God and fellowship with
like-minded folks. God’s only identifying
mark on His people is the Sabbath for a reason.
So the world will know who they are.

Services:
Call home office: / 254-727-4424
1309 N. 15th, Temple TX 76504
e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com
Join us at the
Feast of Tabernacles in Galveston, Texas
Go to www.hgwaco.com for more information.
Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.
Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.
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t is light. Most people have artificial
light. They have artificial religion. They
have an artificial gospel. But there is a
curse on anyone preaching a false
gospel. Gal. 1:7-9. They meet in harlots’ houses.
Jer. 5:7 and Rev. 17:5. The poor are left out.
The rich (preachers, heads of corporations, receive the wealth, and even take from the 3rd
tithe). Jesus Christ said, in Matt. 11:5, that “the
blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead
are raised up and the poor have the gospel
preached to them.”

That is good news for the poor.
Gal. 2:10. “Only they would that we should
remember the poor; the same which I also was
eager to do.” Today, the poor are told to tithe,
and they shall receive—quoting Mal. 3:10, but
none have received in abundance.
Most preaching is with the demand for
money (the tithe), and the poor are left out.
God is most concerned about the poor, yet they
are seldom mentioned. (You are supposed to
send them money via headquarters so those
there can get their hands on it.)

Lawrence G. Mumme
10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735

Be skeptical of dogmatic proclaimers of their own truth
Continued from page 3

jor event—in causing a separation
involving the nation of Israel.
1 Kings 11:31-35—“And he said to
Jeroboam, ‘Take for yourself ten pieces, for thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel: “Behold, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of Solomon and
will give ten tribes to you (but he shall
have one tribe for the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of
Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel),
because they have forsaken Me, and
worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the

Moabites, and Milcom the god of the
people of Ammon, and have not
walked in My ways to do what is right
in My eyes and keep My statutes and
My judgments, as did his father
David. However I will not take the
whole kingdom out of his hand,
because I have made him ruler all the
days of his life for the sake of My servant David, whom I chose because he
kept My commandments and My
statutes. But I will take the kingdom
out of his son’s hand and give it to
you—ten tribes.’ ”
When Rehoboam of Judah assembled an army and was ready to fight

the northern tribes (1 Kings 12:21),
God had Shemaiah speak to Rehoboam.
1 Kings 12:23-24—“Speak to Rehoboam the son of Solomon, king of
Judah, to all the house of Judah and
Benjamin, and to the rest of the people, saying, ‘Thus says the LORD:
“You shall not go up nor fight against
your brethren the children of Israel.
Let every man return to his house, for
this thing is from Me.’ ” ’ Therefore
they obeyed the word of the LORD,
and turned back, according to the
word of the LORD.’ ” ’

Beware of dogmatic proclaimers
Thus ends our glimpse of history.
The fact that God has chosen
civil leaders in the past does not guarantee that He is choosing every civil
leader in the present.
The fact that God has occasionally micromanaged behavior in the
past does not guarantee that He is micromanaging the behavior of civil
leaders in the present.
The fact that God has occasionally
micromanaged a major event in the past
does not guarantee that He is micromanaging a major event in the present.
It is only natural for Bible students

to discuss God’s involvement in the
selection and behavior of civil leaders.
But I would like to leave you with
a friendly piece of advice—Beware of
religious people who dogmatically
proclaim their interpretations as if
they are speaking for God.
Jeremiah 23:16, 21—“Thus says
the LORD of hosts: ‘Do not listen to the
words of the prophets who prophesy
to you. They make you worthless;
They speak a vision of their own
heart, not from the mouth of the LORD
. . . I have not sent these prophets, yet
they ran. I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied.’ ”

Announcing a new article by Marie Casale

Divorce & Remarriage
http://www.marieslibrary.com

W

hen a lady in my church got a
divorce, this shocked me into
studying divorce and remarriage, which I had not done for many
years. I didn’t know what I would find,
but it turned out to be very important
for us to know.
I researched the history of the doctrine and found that, in the first five centuries after Christ, all the writers (25
writers and two councils) except one
agreed that there is no remarriage
allowed. Allowance for remarriage came
by one exception, Ambrosiaster, (366384 AD) and later by Erasmus (1519
AD), whose views were adopted by the
Protestant reformers.
I researched the history of divorce/
remarriage in the church and found that
Mr. Armstrong was wrong about the definition of fornication (porneia), but, because he taught no remarriage for many
years, his teaching was more in line with
the first five centuries. He changed the
doctrine in 1974 to reflect the Protestant theology. Afterwards, the door
allowing divorce and remarriage opened
wider and wider in the church and in
1977 Mr. Armstrong himself married a
divorced woman against the commandment of the Lord in Matthew 5:32.
When Mr. Armstrong died and Mr.
Joseph Tkach became Pastor General,
he changed the doctrines of Worldwide
and transformed the church into a Protestant evangelical church named Grace
Communion International. Members
who wanted to keep original Worldwide

doctrines split off to form new churches.
For example, in 1995 the United Church
of God split off when Mr. Tkach taught
that the Sabbath and Holy Days were
not necessary to keep. Thinking they
had escaped the apostasy, the new
churches failed to notice that the doctrine of divorce and remarriage had
already been changed by Mr. Armstrong
himself in 1974 to reflect the Protestant
theology. So they took the Protestant
doctrine with them when they split off.
This is why today if you read the divorce/remarriage doctrinal papers of
many split-off groups compared to Grace
Communion International, you see that
they teach essentially the same thing.
Since Christians should earnestly contend for the faith once delivered to the
saints, we should ask, What did Jesus
and the original disciples teach? Was it the
doctrine of no remarriage taught in the
first five centuries? Or was it the doctrine
of the Protestant Reformation allowing divorce and remarriage for certain causes?
There are some scriptures the Protestants use (Deut 24:1-4, Mat 19:9, 1 Cor
7:15, 1 Cor 7:27-28) that seem to give permission for remarriage. When examined
closely, they do not clearly say this, but
permission is based on assumption that
this is what they say. Furthermore, there
are many scriptural evidences that these
scriptures do not give the permission they
are presumed to give.
Divorce and remarriage is not something that we should do based on assumption. Why? If our remarriage is as-

sumed to be permitted but is actually
adultery, then we are not only breaking
the covenant with our spouse, but also
breaking the covenant of the Ten
Commandments with our Lord whom
we are espoused to as Christians. This is
a very serious matter for we know that
adulterers will not be in the Kingdom of
God (1 Cor 6:9). This doctrine is essential to be understood correctly, for it
puts our eternal life at stake.
1 Corinthians 6:13-20 makes clear
why no remarriage is permitted. Every
sin is outside the body, but a person who
commits fornication sins against his
own body. As Christians our bodies belong to the Lord and are the temple of
His Holy Spirit. Any kind of fornication
or unlawful one-flesh relationship (including adultery) defiles the temple of
the Lord, which our body is. And whoever defiles the temple of the Lord, him
shall God destroy (1 Cor 3:17).
We are told to flee from fornication (1
Cor 6:18). This means that members
who have unlawfully married or remarried should flee from those marriages. It
also means that prospective church members who are in an adulterous second
marriage while their first spouse still
lives should flee from that marriage before they are baptized. Why? Because
baptism does not change the definition
of an adulterous marriage, nor does it
forgive adultery that people are still going to continue living in.
We are also told not to company with
fornicators (1 Cor 5:9-11). This means

that we should separate from and stop
having a one-flesh relationship with our
spouse if he or she is an adulterer. If we
don’t, we will defile our temple of the
Lord. This is why divorce is allowed for
fornication and why the Lord’s example
was to divorce Israel for her fornication.
Not companying with fornicators also
means not having fellowship with individual Christians or a church that allows
unlawful divorce and remarriage because the leaven of even a few members
doing this will leaven the whole lump.
All the members will accept this doctrine as if there is nothing wrong with it.
I know it is a hard saying to give up a
happy adulterous marriage and hard for
a divorced person to remain unmarried
in order to obey the Lord. But we are
supposed to be willing to give up even
our lives for the Lord as he gave up his
life for us.
As Christians we must repent of our ignorance for not having studied this doctrine properly and for being deceived by
the Protestant permission and defiling
the Lord’s temple with unlawful one-flesh
relationships. We must have a higher
standard of marriage than the world has
because our earthly marriage pictures
our everlasting marriage to Jesus Christ.
God the Father is watching how we treat
our marriages to discern whether we will
make a faithful bride for his beloved son.
To read the entire article visit http://
www.marieslibrary.com click on page 3
and find the article called “The Truth
About Divorce and Remarriage.”
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Your Passport
to Salvation
alem Broadcasting is a Christian-based Deuteronomy 12:30. To ignore this for both his per- WCG didn’t see the importance of the statements
conservative talk-radio network based in sonal actions and for the actions and traditions of about not working. Yes, we knew about the man gaththe United States that has multiple host Christians destroys his credibility as a spokesman ering sticks on the Sabbath, and how he was punished. We quit jobs or even careers to not be involved
personalities who each have their own for morality and adherence to God’s word.
I contend he falls prey to the same mind-set in servile work. But did we really understand the level
radio show. You may be familiar with some
clearly evident in the Talmud. If you have not stud- of importance God places on the Sabbath?
of these hosts.
To their credit, I believe the leadership did start
One is an observant Jew. He is very familiar with ied it, you should. Do so, and you will understandwhat we call the Old Testament. On Friday, ing why Christ was at odds with the rabbinical to make some efforts to teach this in the late ’70s
12/23/16, in his program he gave a history of leadership of His day. For those not familiar with and early ’80s, when the laity were seeming to head
Christmas. Not the sanitized version we are used the Talmud, it is the companion text to the Tanakh off track on the Sabbath. I specifically remember
to hearing, but the real thing. He covered the ori- (Old Testament to us) and is comprised of the listening to teachings about how the restrictions
on the holy days were not the same as the restricgins and the reason the original Church Fathers Mishnah and the Gemara.
The Mishnah is the collection of the Oral tions on Atonement. Then they further admonmoved to convert Saturnalia and Mithraism to a
ished us the same restric“Christian” holiday. He also covered the pagan ori- Law (which the churches of God
tions were in effect for the
gins of multiple Christmas traditions. He pointed claim has no scriptural relevance
Sabbath, and referenced the
out the original opposition to Christmas by Luther except for the construction of the
correct scriptures.
calendar). The Gemara is the coland later the Puritans.
Am I saying I get up
He covered the growth of the holiday in Europe lection of writings and opinions
Saturday morning and go to
and how, even up to the late 1850s, it was basically by the sages.
Studying the Talmud, you will
work? Nope. But I know I
a non-holiday in the United States, and growth in
have done, and still do,
the United States was mostly due to being import- quickly understand why so many
things that are prohibited.
ed with the mass immigrations of Catholics from lawyers come from a Jewish backThis is an area I have to
Northwestern Europe, the British Isles and ground. Justifications abound from
the sages on how to circumvent
work on.
Germany.
To be clear, the Pharisees’
If you are interested, this is available at http:// regulations if someone wants to.
What’s this have to do with the
lists of dos and don’ts were
www.medvedhistorystore.com/the-secret-historynot what God expects. There
of-the-christmas-holiday-audio-cd/. This host does title of the ad? It illustrates a
are some hard and fast rules
a good job of covering the history of many issues, problem we from the old mold of
about the Sabbath, but there
and the parent site offers histories of many differ- the WCG, including myself, have.
is also some latitude for perLet me recap one of the things
ent subjects. I cannot fault his research or technisonal choice. Christ made
cal coverage of the items he presents, including we learned in the WCG under
this point in the fields with
HWA. The Pope and the Roman
this program.
His followers. Paul clearly
What I do fault is his attitude. It is abundantly Catholic Church represent (in
clear he sees no problem with the tradition of part if not in totality) the Beast and the Antichrist. said of a person who considers an action to be sin:
Do I disagree? (I don’t think so. However, there He should abstain from it.
Christmas since, “It represents the compassion
However, I read Romans 14:22 to say basically
and humanity that is the basis of all religions” (par- are a few cracks in the façade.) Those aside, it’s
aphrased). During an entire three-hour show, he pretty obvious HWA was onto something when he what HWA told us once about a game of solitaire
spends the first two and half the last going through pointed out the rank hypocrisy of the Church of on his jet coming back from a meeting. Evidently
the clearly pagan (by his own admission multiple Rome. They claim to be the direct apostolic exten- he was questioned about it (I can’t remember the
entire event) and his explanation was that some
times during the program) traditions and activities sion of the church Christ established.
the holiday is centered around. He quotes ancient
Much of the pageantry and imagery of the RCC things to him may be acceptable and relaxing,
church fathers who he also clearly admits say there is directly copied from the directions given to while to others they might be a sinful activity.
I can understand this. For me to take a Bible
is no evidence to support the idea of Christ’s birth Moses for the Aaronic priesthood to follow. For
at this time of year.
them to claim their rituals and practices are de- and dissect it for a solid 8-12 hours would be the
He clearly and definitively covers why some of rived from Judaism and the apostles as they do, and antithesis of relaxing. For me. However, sitting in
the early church fathers fought to attribute the then to ignore the same verse the radio host does, the cockpit of my sailboat, manning the tiller,
same dates and traditions of both the Saturnalia is the height of hypocrisy. They flaunt the clear crossing a lake on a gentle breeze would be very
and Mithratic celebrations to a Christian holiday. principles and warnings God gave to the Israelites relaxing, and allow me to think on God’s creation
He describes and documents how the early Church about separating themselves from pagan practices. and His works.
succumbed to justification and politics.
They expressly developed the governance of the
Hopefully it’s clear I’m not promoting rules we
Because of his training and education, I am church by reliance on men and politics as opposed have to obey for salvation. What I am saying is we
greatly surprised by his accepthave to be very careful to not jusance of this holiday. Despite his
tify away the expectations God
claims of devotion to the relilays out in His word. The radio
gion of his family, he obviously
host I mentioned earlier apMuch of the pageantry and imagery
is ignoring the clear statements
pears to be guilty of this. God’s
of the RCC is directly copied from
and principles contained in the
word seems pretty clear.
writings he claims as the source
In this man’s case, he apparthe directions given to Moses for the
of his faith. One being Deuently contends the ends justify
teronomy 12:30: “Take heed to
the means. I have to suppose,
Aaronic priesthood to follow.
thyself that thou be not snared
in his vision, God’s goals of
by following them, after that
mercy and love for all men are
they be destroyed from before
served by the tradition of
thee; and that thou enquire not
Christmas. I can’t judge, and
after their gods, saying, How did these nations to relying on God alone.
neither can any other human. I can state he is
serve their gods? Even so will I do likewise.”
None of us will argue the Roman Catholic willfully following some pagan practices in his
This is about as clear a command as could be Church represents the epitome of refusal to obey personal worship of God.
said by God. Further, this person knows the histo- the clear directions given by God. But how many of
We know God says faith is the key to please
ry of Sampson, Solomon and others and how fol- us see leaders from the WCG who have done and Him. Hebrews 11:6. It’s also clear if we don’t please
lowing after the ways of pagans led to the destruc- still do some of the same things? And, more to the Him we will not be a part of His family. Based on
tion of the nation and punishment of his people.
point, how many of us recognize we do the same?
Hebrews 11:6, I contend your Passport is the Faith
Perhaps his justification is he’s not technically
I pointed out Deuteronomy 12:30. I hope we you exercise.
observing Christmas, and the sins of people outside aren’t blatantly guilty of this one. However, how
How do we know we are exercising faith?
of Judaism can be ‘winked’ at by God. I don’t pre- many of the other clear statements from God do That’s what I’d like to address next time. I have
tend to be able to read his mind. However, he read- we willfully justify out of existence?
given you two examples that appear to me to
ily accepts Christians’ claim to worship the same
I’ll run one up the flagpole here that I find show a lack of faith. Do the ends justify the
God he does. Therefore I conclude logically he myself guilty of too often, just so no one thinks I’m means? Is violating God’s directions okay if the
must accept that Christians are enjoined to obey trying to whitewash my actions.
results are what he said he wants? Or is that an
the entire word of God as well, which includes
The Sabbath. At one time I believe many in the unacceptable justification?

S
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The End-Time
Commands of the Lord
‘A

lso I set watchmen over
you, saying, Hearken to
the sound of the trumpet.
But they said, We will not

hearken.’
Just as the Christian world is
deceived into thinking they will be raptured away to heaven before the Tribulation, so are most of God’s people
deceived into thinking they will be carried by jet to a place of safety in
Jordan. Most do understand that half
the church will not make it into the
First Resurrection (Matthew 25:1-10),
but what they don’t realise is that it is
not half the church, but half of the ‘virgins’ in the church (Compare Matthew
25:1, ‘Then the kingdom of heaven
will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went to meet the bridegroom,’ with Revelation 14:4, ‘These
are they which were not defiled with
women; for they are virgins. These
are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were
redeemed from among men, being the
firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb’
and 2 Corinthians 11:2,’I am jealous
for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband, to Christ, so
that I might present you as a pure
virgin to him.’ NIV).
Firstly, we see that ‘virgins’ are
those who have not allowed themselves to become defiled by the idolatrous teaching of hierarchical churches. But the virgins who participate in
the First Resurrection are further
defined in Revelation 14:4, in the
Greek, as those who were ‘bought
from the men’ (who held them in
dominion and idolatry) until they freed
themselves to diligently follow
Jesus Christ and His direct teaching in God’s word, age and health permitting. Most of God’s church will
refuse to listen to that message today
as they sit comfortably in peace
among their brethren, just as God
has predicted, we will shortly see
from His word.
As a result, when they finally repent,
they will find that it is too late to carry
out God’s plain scriptural commands.
They will be unprepared, and so fail to
enter into the marriage with Christ.
God has explained who will blow
the trumpet of warning about these
instructions. Who will tell God’s people

what God requires of them in the End
Time? Jeremiah 31:6-9. ‘For there shall
be a day, that the watchmen upon
the mount Ephraim shall cry, Arise
ye, and let us go up to Zion unto
the LORD our God. For thus saith the
LORD; Sing with gladness for Jacob,
and shout among the chief of
the nations: publish ye, praise ye,
and say, O LORD, save thy people, the
remnant of Israel. Behold, I will bring
them from the north country, and
gather them from the coasts of the
earth, and with them the blind and the
lame, the woman with child and her
that travaileth with child together: a
great company shall return thither.
They shall come with weeping, and
with supplications will I lead them: I
will cause them to walk by the rivers of
waters in a straight way, wherein they
shall not stumble: for I am a father to
Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.’
(The last verse of the previous chapter
also defines the End Time setting.) It is
not a Manassite for a change, bringing
this pre-tribulation message, not the
idolatrous hierarchical church, but the
watchmen of Ephraim who began
their witness through the NW Church
of God in Britain 30 years ago, and
now cry out to the world with this
warning message from Australia
through the ozwitness website!
Who else over these years has
warned that the dreams and visions
which will reach every man and
woman on earth will be the sign of the
start of the last 7 years and the time to
proclaim that message to God’s people? Revelation 14:6-7, ‘And I saw
another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, Saying
with a loud voice, Fear God, and give
glory to him; for the hour of his
judgment is come: and worship him
that made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters.’ (See
the ozwitness ‘End Time’ tab.) Only
they have explained to God’s people
that Revelation 18 is about the richest
trading nation on earth, which, like its
Israelite predecessor, has behaved like
Babylon; that the US and Britain will
fall shortly after those dreams and
visions, and that Revelation 14 also

reveals that the First Resurrection
occurs before the Great Tribulation.
It is understandable that no one in
the US or Britain wants to believe that

God calls them Babylon, but Babylon is
a system of idolatry and oppression
that can appear anywhere, even in
God’s Church, and most of us have
long known that Israel is to be taken
into captivity for its sin. That is why
God says his punishment upon Israel
(even spiritual Israel) is our just
reward—Jeremiah 6:10, 17, 19: ‘To
whom shall I speak, and give warning,
that they may hear? behold, their ear
is uncircumcised, and they cannot
hearken: behold, the word of the LORD
is unto them a reproach; they have no
delight in it . . . Also I set watchmen
over you, saying, Hearken to the
sound of the trumpet. But they said,
We will not hearken . . . Hear, O
earth: behold, I will bring evil upon
this people, even the fruit of their
thoughts, because they have not
hearkened unto my words, nor to my
law, but rejected it.’
Jeremiah calls Israel ‘daughter of
Babylon’ in Jeremiah 50:42, ‘They shall
hold the bow and the lance: they are
cruel, and will not shew mercy: their
voice shall roar like the sea, and they
shall ride upon horses, every one put
in array, like a man to the battle,
against thee, O daughter of Babylon,’ and in verse 33 says Judah and
Israel were oppressed together in captivity. ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: The
people of Israel are oppressed, and the
people of Judah with them. All who
took them captive have held them
fast; they refuse to let them go.’
That has never happened in the
past, but it will occur in the Tribulation
according to this End Time chapter.

That Israel is called Babylon at this
time by the Lord, is again confirmed in
the recognised End Time chapter 2 of
the book of Zechariah, verse 7, ‘Up!
Escape to Zion, you who
dwell with the daughter
of Babylon.’ As verse 10
shows, this is a physical
nation here under discussion, from which God’s people should flee.
So, when God warns His
faithful people to leave
‘Babylon’ before its fall,
they will comply, though the
majority in the church will
refuse to listen to the
watchman’s trumpet, Revelation 18:4,
‘Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest
you share in her plagues”; Where
should they go? Jeremiah 51:50, “You
who have escaped from the sword, go,
do not stand still! Remember the
LORD from far away, and let Jerusalem come into your mind.’ In fleeing, they will escape a divine punishment, Jeremiah 51:6 and 45, “Flee
from the midst of Babylon; let every
one save his life! Be not cut off in her
punishment, for this is the time of
the LORD’s vengeance, the repayment he is rendering her” . . . “Go out
of the midst of her, my people! Let
every one save his life from the fierce
anger of the LORD!” ’
But this is not simply to escape; they
have a God given purpose, Jeremiah
50:28, “A voice! They flee and escape
from the LAND OF BABYLON, to declare
in Zion the vengeance of the LORD our
God, vengeance for his temple,’ and
51:10, ‘The LORD hath brought forth
our righteousness: come, and let us
declare in Zion the work of the LORD
our God.’ Once again we need to see
plain scriptural evidence of our End
Time role, so that it cannot be claimed
that this message is merely personal
interpretation of unclear prophecy.
Isaiah 62:6-7, ‘On your walls, O
Jerusalem, I have set watchmen;
all the day and all the night they shall
never be silent. You who put the
LORD in remembrance, take no rest,
and give him no rest until he estab-
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lishes Jerusalem and makes it a
praise in the earth.’ Isaiah 40:1-11
tells us more about the message we
must proclaim from Jerusalem. Verses
9-11 are best understood in a modern
version. ‘You who bring good news to
Zion, go up on a high mountain. You
who bring good news to
Jerusalem, lift up your voice with
a shout, lift it up, do not be afraid; say
to the towns of Judah, “Here is your
God!” See, the Sovereign LORD
comes with power, and he rules
with a mighty arm. See, his reward
is with him, and his recompense
accompanies him. He tends his flock
like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs
in his arms and carries them close to
his heart; he gently leads those that
have young.’ NIV.
Also, a careful reading of Ezekiel 36
reveals more about a message which
is only appropriate to the time after
Israel has fallen, in the End Time, e.g.
verses 24-28, 35. ‘I will take you from
the nations and gather you from all
the countries and bring you into your
own land. I will sprinkle clean water
on you, and you shall be clean from all
your uncleannesses, and from all your
idols I will cleanse you. And I will give
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will
put within you. And I will remove
the heart of stone from your
flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
And I will put my Spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes and
be careful to obey my rules. You shall
dwell in the land that I gave to your
fathers, and you shall be my people,
and I will be your God.’ . . . ‘And they
will say, ‘This land that was desolate
has become like the garden of Eden,
and the waste and desolate and ruined
cities are now fortified and inhabited.’
The prophet Ezekiel never got to deliver this message of course, for he was
in captivity, and Israel had migrated to
NW Europe, but when the time is right,
God’s people will deliver it. The following chapter confirms the timing of this
message. Read Ezekiel 37, especially
verses 15-28, but notice God’s instructions to His faithful in verses 19,22, 24,
and 27. ‘Say to them, Thus says the
Lord GOD: Behold, I am about to take
the stick of Joseph (that is in the hand

of Ephraim) and the tribes of Israel
associated with him. And I will join
with it the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick, that they may be one
in my hand. And I will make them
one nation in the land, on the
mountains of Israel. And one king
shall be king over them all, and they
shall be no longer two nations, and no
longer divided into two kingdoms.
“My servant David shall be king over
them, and they shall all have one
shepherd. They shall walk in my rules
and be careful to obey my statutes. My
dwelling place shall be with them, and
I will be their God, and they shall be
my people.” ’ This is the message of
the Kingdom of God.
Although in many ways the message we will deliver is the same as that
brought by John the Baptist and Jesus
Christ, it will have the added dimension and urgency of the nearness of
Christ’s return, first for His Bride, just
before the Great Tribulation, Joel 2:31,
‘The sun shall be turned to darkness,
and the moon to blood, before the
great and awesome day of the
LORD comes,’ and Matthew 24:29-31,
‘ “Immediately after the tribulation of
those days (see the previous Article on
our website), the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens will be
shaken. Then will appear in heaven
the sign of the Son of Man, and then
all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.” And he will
send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his
elect from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other,’ then,
after the Great Tribulation, and with
His Bride on His final return at the
Feast of Trumpets, Zechariah 14: 4-5,
‘On that day his feet shall stand on
the Mount of Olives that lies before
Jerusalem on the east, . . . Then the
LORD my God will come, and all the
holy ones with him.’
In addition, we will need to warn
the world not to worship the Beast,
before he becomes all powerful during the Great Tribulation, Revelation
14:9-10, ‘And another angel, a third,

followed them, saying with a loud
voice, “If anyone worships the beast
and its image and receives a mark on
his forehead or on his hand, he also
will drink the wine of God’s wrath,
poured full strength into the cup of his
anger, and he will be tormented with
fire and sulfur in the presence of the
holy angels and in the presence of the
Lamb.’ Despite that warning, once
again, many people will ignore it and
pay the painful price, Revelation 13:45, ‘And they worshiped the dragon, for
he had given his authority to the
beast, and they worshiped the
beast, saying, “Who is like the beast,
and who can fight against it?” And
the beast was given a mouth uttering
haughty and blasphemous words, and
it was allowed to exercise authority for
forty-two months.’
They are not alone in paying a
painful price. God’s faithful watchmen
will also pay the price for the consequences of their boldness in warning
against the growing power of the
Beast, at the Fifth Seal, Revelation 6:9,
‘When he opened the fifth seal, I saw
under the altar the souls of those who
had been slain for the word of God
and for the witness they had borne,’
and Daniel 11:33, 35, ‘And the wise
among the people shall make many
understand, though for some days
they shall stumble by sword and
flame, by captivity and plunder . . .
and some of the wise shall stumble, so
that they may be refined, purified, and
made white, until the time of the end,
for it still awaits the appointed time.’
Around the world in the captive
nations of Israel, those who failed to
flee from Babylon before its fall, will
have years to repent first during the
tribulation of those days and then during the Great Tribulation. After the
Beast fails to capture those who have
warned against him before they flee
from Jerusalem, others, left behind in
the nations of Israel, will become His
target, Revelation 12:17, ‘Then the
dragon became furious with the woman and went off to make war on the
rest of her offspring, on those who
keep the commandments of God and
hold to the testimony of Jesus . . .’
But this does not stop them determining to echo the warnings which

they have heard from Jerusalem and
which are then continued by the Two
Witnesses who preach from Jerusalem
in the last 3 1⁄ 2 years of the Great
Tribulation, Matthew 10: 23, ‘When
they persecute you in one town, flee to
the next, for truly, I say to you, you will
not have gone through all the towns
of Israel before the Son of Man
comes.’ Many of them will give their
lives in determination to make up for
their previous failure in God’s service,
and they too will receive their reward,
at the second resurrection, Revelation
7:13-14, ‘Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these,
clothed in white robes, and from
where have they come?” I said to him,
“Sir, you know.” And he said to me,
“These are the ones coming out of
the great tribulation. They have
washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb.’
Now judge for yourself. Did you see
clear scriptural instructions for God’s people to witness to the world from Jerusalem at the End Time, even for some of
them, at the cost of their lives? Well over
half of this article is simply the plain
words of God. No wonder we read that,
as the beast’s armies arrive to surround
Jerusalem, those remaining faithful virgins who were capable of carrying out
God’s instructions, flee from Jerusalem
towards the mountains of Jordan. Luke
21; 20-21, ‘But when you see Jerusalem
surrounded by armies, then know that its
desolation has come near. Then let those
who are in Judea flee to the mountains,
and let those who are inside the city
depart, and let not those who are out in
the country enter it . . .’
For what happens next please read
our article ‘From Jerusalem to the Sea
of Glass,’ but remember that God
promised He would provide the watchmen of Ephraim to inform you of
these things, and He has, for the
churches have failed to do so. What
you should do with this knowledge is
yours to decide, but you don’t need to
be of Ephraim to help fulfil the watchman role from Jerusalem. God will provide those whose hearts are truly in
His word and determine to make it
known. Amos 3:7, ‘For the Lord GOD
does nothing without revealing his
secret to his servants the prophets.’

‘Because you have kept the word of my patience (patiently), I will also keep you
from the hour of trial, which shall come upon all the world’ (Revelation 3:10).
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Some say as many 10,000 left WCG because of 1974 events
Continued from page 4

including David Jon Hill, Dibar Apartian, Roderick Meredith and others “trying to convince me to fold my tail and
come on back and kiss a few toes and
maybe there might be hope for me.
“I remember Rod Meredith’s call,
and these people were all very nice and
good friends, but it was sad to talk about
the things we had to talk about. Rod
happened to get caught, I think. He was
real uncomfortable because I didn’t
think he liked being pressed into doing
what he was doing in the war room,
making these calls. He was in this country at the time on some kind of chancellor-exchange program. He was stationed
in England at the time.
“Rod’s attitude was that I shouldn’t
stand up and bring up some of these issues if not invited to. He said we should
let God handle it. I said, ‘Well, that
might work, but we’ve got a responsibility to the people and to the Word of
God that is a higher responsibility that
we have to discharge.’
“We differed on that point, but he
thought God was going to solve the
problem in some miraculous way, which
he described. My attitude was more proactive rather than thinking in what I
regarded as almost mystical terms.
“I felt sorry for Rod because he had
just been talking so colorfully a few
months earlier about all the problems and
now was in a position where he was having to defend Ted Armstrong, trying to
convince me of Ted’s new turned leaf.”
Mr. Westby also received a visit from
Robert Kuhn, a top headquarters administrator.
“Robert called and asked if he could
come out and see me. Most of you oldtimers may remember Robert as a very
bright fellow. He was certainly on the
inner court of everything that was going
on. He was probably the top aide to Ted
Armstrong, but he did a little bit of
everything. I forget right now what all
his titles were. He was one of the
movers and shakers and probably the
top intellect in the whole cadre.
“Anyway, we went through all the
issues and the problems again, and, like
the others, he said, ‘Ken, I agree with
you on every one of these issues. But,’
he said, ‘let’s get real. The Armstrongs
own the candy store. If we’re going to
do any business, we’re going to have to
do business with them.’ So he called for
patience. He called for me to come back
on the team, making a contribution and
being patient.
“So I brought up to Robert this divorce-and-remarriage thing. Does my patience involve my continuing to separate
these families against my conscience?
“Well, no, maybe I shouldn’t be in a
position to do that. In other words, it
should continue to be done, but I shouldn’t
do it. Somebody else should do it.
“Robert was very gentlemanly and
very kind and understanding, but we differed on what should be done.”
The conversation with Dr. Kuhn was
one of the last contacts Mr. Westby had
with WCG officials at the time.
35 elders fired
“From there on out we were just
scrambling to put our lives together, and
there were about 35 ministers fired at the
same time as I was fired,” he said.
“Many of those poor guys were fired just
because someone thought they might be
associated with me, even though some
weren’t. Then quite a few resigned, and I
have great admiration for those guys.
They didn’t wait to get fired.”
Mr. Westby put out a call for an organizational meeting for any of the elders
who wanted to continue their ministry
outside of the Worldwide Church of God.
“Although I was ordained as a minister by the Worldwide Church of God, I
was a minister of Christ and wanted to
continue my ministry. My ministry
wasn’t defined by the corporate name on
my paycheck.”
Mr. Westby said he and the other men
were naive, but “I don’t apologize too
much for our naivete. I should have
understood more what the modus
operandi was and would have gone
about it a little differently with perhaps a
little more courage early on and strength
and so on. But it’s easy to quarterback
the game on Monday.”
The organizational meeting took
place near the Westbys’ residence (near
Washington, D.C.) early in March 1974.
The participants elected a 15-member
board, with Mr. Westby as chairman.
“I think Walt Sharp was vice chairman, and George Kemnitz was something, I forget right now. Dr. Ernest
Martin was on that early board. We

didn’t know about all his doctrinal beliefs at that time. We knew some, mainly on the Pentecost issue.”
The board selected officers to organize a church and rent an office and
start publishing literature. The Westbys
second-mortgaged their house.
“It was a time of great turmoil. I certainly understand what some of the ministers and members in United and some
of the other groups have experienced in
the last few years.”
Then began a “venting process,” said
Mr. Westby. “Everybody was venting
about the imagined or real abuses of the
organization, sort of ganging up on the
past. Some of it was legitimate, and
some of it was exaggerated.”
What’s going to happen
Years later Mr. Westby talked with
Chairman Bob Dick of the United
Church of God soon after the UCG
formed in 1995, “and I said I don’t envy
your position at all. I can tell you what’s
going to happen, and you’re not going to
like it. I was there a couple of decades
ago. I wouldn’t want to trade places for
anything. You’re going to catch hell
from your ministry and members.
You’re going to have a lot of troubles
from both directions.”
On the heels of the events of 1974
came a “bleeding” of ministers and
other members from the Worldwide
Church of God that lasted for a few
years, said Mr. Westby. Besides the 35
or so elders who were fired or resigned,
some 3,000 to 4,000 members of the
WCG—some say as many as 10,000—
left that church in the aftermath of the
events of 1974.
“We came to realize that a lot of the
foundation that we thought the Worldwide Church members had because of
our quote doctrinal purity end quote

lation and the wrath of God, some of
them say, ‘So what the heck am I doing
here? I’m out.’ ”
Other people “really internalize the
freedom and say, ‘Well, now I’ve got to
ask myself what kind of a Christian am
I? It’s not a matter of just following a
work or doing what the preacher says.
I’m accountable to God. And what is the
quality of my Christianity?’
“We saw it all, and we spent our first
year researching what the ideal form of
church government should be and what
the exact role of pastor was and bishop
and deacon and deaconess, and should
there be prophets, and what about apostle—I mean the whole thing.”
Buddy talk
Life has been difficult at times for the
Westbys, but Mr. Westby mentioned
some of the rewards.
“One of the most pleasant experiences I’ve had in the last few years,” he
said, “came after I actually thought I
would not be able to talk to some of my
buddies one on one as Christian brothers
until into the Millennium, until after
Christ comes.
“They were in the Worldwide. I was
on the other side of things. They just
were not going to be friendly or talk or
anything. It wasn’t until they went
through some trials of their own and
they lost this mystique of this one-andonly-true-church thing along with infallible leaders that I have been able to talk
to some of those guys as friends and
equals, and that’s been real pleasant.”
He mentioned some of “those guys,”
including Ron Dart, founder of Christian Educational Ministries. Mr. Dart,
since leaving the WCG several years
ago, served as an elder in the Church of
God International but left a few years
after that and founded CEM.

good-quality leadership.”
There must be a mechanism, he said,
for ministers to be able to get away with
disagreeing with their supervisors and,
so they cannot be fired by fiat, a secure
appeals mechanism.
“If you never want to have a crooked
pastor or a pastor who goes astray, the
best solution is never have a pastor. You
can never by government design the perfect church. What’s going to give you
the best possible church is to get the
best-quality people. You can have a
great government and lousy leaders, or
maybe you can have a flimsy, disorganized government but really dedicated,
wonderful leaders. That depends on the
individuals.”
What did Mr. Westby think of a parttime, nonpaid ministry?
“If you want a part-time, lay ministry,
that’s fine. That can be done. There are a
lot of churches out there, big ones like the
Mormons, that don’t have a paid ministry, and they’ve got a dynamic, powerful group with an amazing hierarchy.”
Did he think it was important for a
professional ministry whether the pastors are paid from a central location or
by the local congregation?
“Well, that’s a good discussion, and
I’ve heard the arguments on both sides.
I’m not sure exactly where to come
down. Our concept with the ACD was to
have some autonomous churches with all
the moneys collected locally, with communication with a national organization,
then setting pastors’ salaries within
guidelines together with the local board.
“If they’ve got a lazy preacher, why
should he be at the top of the salary
range? Or, if they’ve got a tiny congregation that can’t support a full-time pastor, then he shouldn’t get a full-time
wage. Is he willing to work part time
until it builds big enough?

‘Ken, I agree with you on every one of these issues. But let’s
get real. The Armstrongs own the candy store. If we’re going to
do any business, we’re going to have to do business with them.’
wasn’t as solid as we had thought.
“When you have an authoritarian
church where a lot of people are there to
save their skins, or they’re joining the
one and only true church, which makes
them true and others false, there are various motivations.
“Sometimes it’s not built upon the
love of Christ, the justice of Christ, the
mercy of God. It’s built upon other
things, and sometimes it’s fear, to save
your own skin.”
Ironically, “a lot of the folks who left
the Worldwide left for the same reasons
they joined: to get closer to God and
learn more of His Word.”
Historically, a “subtle transferal process” had taken place among members
of the Worldwide Church of God, said
Mr. Westby. “The reverence they used to
have for God gradually became transferred to a reverence and respect for the
man they believed to be His leader here
on earth, which in this case was Herbert
Armstrong and to a lesser degree Ted
Armstrong.
“The respect and reverence that used
to be there for the Word of God now
were subtly transferred to the work, so
what used to be God and the Bible now
became Herbert Armstrong and the
work.”
So Mr. Westby and others began the
ACD as a small ministry, which as of
1997 had survived for almost 25 years.
“We realized we had a wonderful opportunity to start with a clean slate. We
didn’t have to inherit any of the traditions
and doctrines of the Worldwide. Our approach was not to change any of our
practices unless we saw that they were
wrong. Then step by step we decided we
would investigate them. That seemed
like a solid approach at the time.”
Government and organization
The big issue right off the bat for the
fledgling ACD was the matter of church
government and organization.
“That’s the big issue, and I see it filling the pages of THE JOURNAL. It’s kind
of the same thing, you know, the way
people are. There’s a lot of mistrust.
People feel they’ve been done wrong,
and in some cases they have and some
cases they haven’t.
“People react different ways to the
so-called new freedom they had. Once
people realize that they don’t have to
belong to this church to evade the tribu-

“Back when they left in ’79 I sent
Ron and Ted [Armstrong] a letter saying
congratulations for leaving the Worldwide and no hard feelings on my part, let
bygones be bygones. You know, both of
these guys, but particularly Ted, were
instruments in my firing and my character assassination.
“I got a nice letter back from Ron
saying thanks a lot, Ken, nice to hear
from you.
“I did see Ted again down at Bob
Ellsworth’s place on Orange Grove [in
Pasadena] several years ago. Bob often
invites friends down every few years for
the Rose Parade, and one year Ted and
Shirley were there. It was nice to see
them again. JoAn had felt close to
Shirley. And Dave Antion and Bob
Kuhn were there.
“I respect much of Ron Dart’s work
and have nothing against him at all. I do
think he ran with Ted entirely too long,
but I think Ron probably represents our
tradition well to the world.”
Paid vs. nonpaid
In the context of this interview, did
Mr. Westby believe that a paid ministry
has to be a problem? Does it foster the
proliferation of hirelings? Does an
elder’s remuneration have to affect his
better judgment?
“You have to find a balance,” he said.
“I know, when we discussed this matter,
even as regional directors we realized
that if you’re going to have a good, solid
pastorate, what you have to have is an
independent guy who’s not compromised by the corporation. How do you
get such a guy?”
The corporation has to allow the ministry a certain amount of leeway, he said.
“You have to give him a lot more
freedom than what you have right now.
You also have to get him off the corporate dole, which means give him enough
money, a decent salary, so he can buy his
own home, if he wants, be more independent and experience life as his congregation does.
“Our guys, in the past in the WCG,
were compromised by salary, by a car
owned by the church, a house owned by
the church. If they sneezed in the wrong
direction, the church might give them a
dirty look. So what you end up with is a
hireling ministry, a bunch of guys
who’ve had their gonads, so to speak,
stepped on. You’re not going to get a

“The church by its very nature is a
voluntary organization beholden to
Deity, so you cannot rightly have a
strong earthly organization. But this
doesn’t mean you don’t need ties and
organizational agreements and so on,
depending on the work you want to do.
“It is a fact of life that you value
things by what you pay for them.”
Purple hymnal
Another complaint Mr. Westby had
about the WCG was that, in his opinion,
the church gave little to its members.
“They just took,” he said. “When we
departed, the only thing the members
ever got back from the church was a little purple hymnal that they got to buy
with second tithe. Big deal. I made proposals several times at great length about
how we could build church buildings and
make it a cost-effective thing, let our
light shine more brightly to the community, empower the people so they could
begin to do much of the evangelism work
that needed to be done locally and how
we could put up low-cost buildings for
about $200,000 or so in 1970 dollars.”
The ministry in the WCG of Mr.
Westby’s day wasn’t well paid at all, he
said, “except for some of the top evangelists. Worldwide wasn’t blowing
money on high-priced ministers in those
days. It was blowing money on ministers,
all right, but they were pretty few, and
their toys were extremely expensive.”
When living rooms weren’t cool
Does Mr. Westby think the current
proliferation of living-room Churches of
God will fare well?
“Yes, I think so,” he said. “But leadership becomes even more important in a
living-room situation. I know some think
that if they get a small living-room
church they’ll avoid hierarchy, avoid politics, avoid dominant personalities and all
that. Forget it. You’re every bit as much
prone to that, just on a smaller scale.
“I’m still involved with living-room
churches, and I was involved with living-room churches before living-room
churches were cool. For many people
that’s the only option. My only objection
is when people say that the living-room
church is the ideal format, better than all
others, and is the quote early-church
unquote format. That is erroneous and
false right on its face historically.”
So the primitive, early–New Testa-

ment church was not analogous to today’s living-room churches?
“No, not at all. Clearly, the historical
record has the genesis of the church in
the temple courts and synagogues. In
fact, most of the reasons that the small,
in-home churches existed in the early
days of Christianity were twofold. First
was the matter of persecution. After all,
they became a marked sect, and they did
have to assemble covertly. Also, in many
instances the gospel took seed among
individual families in their homes and
grew out from there. Halls were not so
terribly available in those days, so it was
just a circumstantial necessity.”
What did Mr. Westby consider to be
“the work,” the fundamental Wordspreading activity the brethren should be
engaged in?
“I think it was Paul who said we just
have to share the good news of the
Kingdom of God. We’re compelled to
do it. The good news of the Kingdom of
God, the glorious reign of Christ’s coming on this earth and the means of
ingress into that kingdom is the most
liberating news imaginable. It’s more
important than food, drink or anything
else, and it’s the jewels we have to set
before our fellow human beings.
“Love compels us to do it. The love
of Christ compels us to do it. I see no
way other than to do it by whatever
means.”
What are the means?
“There are many means. Certainly
the church in an organized, synergistic
way should have some sort of a business
that is the sharing of the gospel through
all the means possible. In the early New
Testament church it was done by travel
and preaching and witnessing and sharing, then through circulation of letters.
“Today we have those means and
many others, the electronic means to do
that. But the first order of responsibility,
like any area of management, is always
closest to the problem, and all Christians
have a responsibility to share the reason
of their faith with those that they love,
which would mean first family, then
friends, workmates and acquaintances,
neighbors and all.
“It is done in various ways: just inviting people to church, sharing, allowing
for opportunities to help. Then of course
there’s the sharing of work, of goodSamaritan kinds of activities, with its
demonstration in food and time and
materials and bandages and everything
else of the very love of God. It’s a foretaste of the Kingdom, when He heals and
feeds the world and wipes tears away.”
Pure religion
Mr. Westby remembered one of the
last sermons he delivered in the WCG,
in Seattle in 1973. He titled it “Practice
Pure Religion, Not Corporate Religion.”
“It was an honest, innocent sermon
taken from James 1:27 stressing the
need to practice religion at the personal
level. Don’t try to do it through the corporation.
“Well, many calls came in to headquarters because of that sermon, saying
I was disloyal, although many of the
members saw it as a breath of fresh air.
It seems like the most obvious, innocent
concept, and that’s the first level of
doing the work: sharing your faith and
ministering to those in need.”
Mr. Westby believed an organized
work is proper, and he gave as an example a defending of the Sabbatarian
Church of God heritage through “scholarship and apologists who advance the
Church of God’s philosophy and understanding of Scripture and defend it convincingly” to the world.
But Jesus, he said, has commissioned
His people at whatever level to spread
the Word.
“You can sit back and wait for angels
to do it. You can sit back and wait for the
tribulation to come and think you’re
going to be as tough as steel and stand
up and witness in that time. But if you
have that attitude you might be sitting
too far back to ever get up and meet the
bridegroom.”
He gave the examples of the apostle
Paul, “who used all the means of the 1st
century that were available,” and Apollos, “who was schooled in the art of
rhetoric and was one of the most dynamic preachers in the whole New Testament church.”
“We are the people of the Book,”
maintained Mr. Westby. “We are not the
New Testament people. We are the people of the Book. We understand that God
began something right at the very beginning by making man in His image. The
rest of the Book explains how He’s
See THE CHURCH OF GOD, page 15
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doing it. Finally, when it ends, we find
He’s done it. He’s made mankind in His
image, not just the clay model but the
full model.”
Grand unified theology
The unity of the message and work of
God is “powerful and so satisfying,” he
said. “Of course, the model of the annual celebrations of Israel fits right in
there, so we’re able to bring a unity
together of the grand plan of God that is
just not out there in the world. We’ve got
an obligation to present that to the world
with the best scholarship available, with
a clean, pure heart, not out for personal
gain or ego building or empire building
or any of that kind of garbage, and we
should do it. There’s a responsibility for
those of us who have this gift from God,
this heritage.”
Could some people not be called by
the Father because Christians were
shortsighted and didn’t do the work of
God?
“I think there’s enough evidence in
Scripture to see that that’s exactly true.”
Mr. Westby saw the brethren’s role as
sowing seed, but the converting comes
from higher up.
“We’re not playing God,” he said. “He
does have to energize those seeds and
bring forth fruit. But if we turn the Word
of God loose it’ll take care of itself. In
other words, good things will happen.
You spread the Word, you get literature
out there, you preach, you set the right
example. It’s going to unite with people’s
minds. Then, when God calls them, the
Spirit of God will energize that Word.
Then it takes root and produces fruit. The
credit goes to God entirely.”
Church organizations can do things
in different ways, he said. Some are
geared toward getting their people to
volunteer at the lowest involvement
level, “which means just give us your
money.” Professionals do everything so
the brethren have little to do but pay
tithes and make offerings.
“But I think a more-effective way is
to involve all the people in doing as
much as possible with coordination
through an organization or church body
or group of fellow believers.
“Organizations would be wise to take
advantage of the strengths we have in
America, and the spirit right now in our
country is that of decentralization. We
realize that everything works better that
way. Even big corporations are realizing
the strength of decentralization.”
What would Mr. Westby predict concerning the splitting and realigning of
the Churches of God? Will it continue?
Will any larger groups form out of the
splits and individual members?
“Schism and splits can be painful and
hurt a lot of people,” he said, “but some
of them are unavoidable, and we just
have to go through them. Some are necessary. Some are good. Some produce
an excellent fruit. Not all splits are bad,
and not all splits are good.
“God is going to pronounce some
people very, very selfish and destructive
for their actions and words and stirring
up strife. In other cases, the splits have
occurred for all the right reasons.
“I think there will be more fracturing,
then a leveling out, then there will be a
natural coming together because things
do work in cycles.”
Other churches have experienced
recent splits, he said, including Presbyterians, Lutherans and Seventh-day
Adventists.
The Church of God culture—doctrine-oriented, with a litmus-test type of
environment—lends itself to more fractures, he believed.
The current statement of faith of the
ACD, which was written with much
help from a former WCG elder, the late
Charles Dorothy, Ph.D., includes only
eight points, Mr. Westby said.
“We wanted to get down to our absolute core beliefs. The fewer big statements you have, the easier it is to actually arrive at agreement and let those
core beliefs be your credo, your ‘I
believe,’ and be the things for which you
will go to the stake, the things for which
you will die.
“A statement of core beliefs could
include statements on the one God, His
Son, His Spirit, His Word, His human
creation, His salvation, His church, His
grand plan.”
A second level of doctrine outside the
core beliefs could include other important teachings, but they would not be
tests of fellowship. This would allow for
some difference of opinion without having to split.
“Then outside of that you could have

many miscellaneous teachings: things
you believe are found in Scripture, but
are not elevated to doctrinal status.”
And beyond that would come church
practices, which vary from church to
church and congregation to congregation.
“Until there is more agreement on
central core beliefs and a willingness to
forget the charade of trying to be the one
and only true church and the ones who
got it all right and this legalistic view
toward doctrine, there’s probably not
going to be a lot of agreement there. In
fact, some Sabbath-celebrating groups
are going to find more agreement in
mainstream evangelical Protestantism in
a lot of areas than they’re going to find
in some of the Church of God groups.”
The ACD’s publications
To further its goals and purposes, the
Association for Christian Development
produced a journal, The New Millennium,
and a newsletter, the ACD Newsletter.
“Our goal,” said Mr. Westby, “is to be
able to produce The New Millennium
monthly. Usually we produce about six
issues a year.”
The ACD has a library of several hundred audiotapes, many recorded by Dr.
Dorothy, who was a biblical scholar and
former Ambassador College faculty member and Mr. Westby’s brother-in-law.
“Some of Charles’s tapes haven’t
even been mastered yet, with whole
studies on a graduate-school level going
through books in the Old and New
Testament tackling some really big
questions. We’re in the process of editing those and mastering them and trying
to offer them to the entire church.”
Much of Mr. Westby’s energy at present is going into building the ACD website on the Internet, at godward.org.
E-mail is received at acd@godward.org.
Breaking through
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Westby to elaborate on his thoughts on how “the work”
will get done. Back in the 1960s, for example, the radio broadcasts by the Armstrongs were on numerous stations. Many
new people were beginning to attend
church services regularly. An excitement
was palpably in the air because things

have our opinions, and we should have
our opinions.
“A Christian is somebody who has
the Spirit of Christ and is moving to
become like God. That’s how I define a
Christian. We should be careful not to
blaspheme by calling somebody who
does have the Spirit of God a nonChristian, somebody under the sway of
this world, Satan the devil.
“I used to be cavalier in my judgment
of who was in and who was out. I’ve
repented of that. That doesn’t mean I no
longer make judgments and no longer
see evil and no longer see good and
label it.
“But I’m careful, particularly in labeling people non-Christian who claim
to be Christian and seem to sincerely be
following the knowledge they know,
acknowledging the God of the Bible and
His Son, Jesus Christ, and are cleaning
their lives up morally and are trying to
serve and be good and kind to others and
doing the very things that Christ said
will judge us all: taking care of the
needy and taking care of the hungry and
naked and so on and showing love one
toward another.
“So I backed up from calling those
people non-Christian simply because
they didn’t have some of the truths that I
believe—and still believe—are important and essential truths.”
Mr. Westby mentioned several firmly
held beliefs that he later came to believe
were faulty.
“In fact, there were periods in which I
actually taught error. I kept annual holy
days on the wrong day. I’ve taught doctrines which I’ve since repudiated. I withheld baptism from some for not acknowledging a belief in certain things I later
determined were erroneous. This has all
caused me to be a little bit more careful.
“I still viewed myself during those
times of ignorance—of believing false
doctrines, of being deceived on this
point or that—as nevertheless being a
Christian. I did want to serve God and
find the right way. I was wrong on some
doctrines, ignorant of others, but a
Christian nevertheless. Could I not grant
others the same space? God is merciful.
“That was quite a revelation for me.
It’s like the whole matter of the Ten

ceasing, to contemplate this great God
and to rest and to fellowship. These are
the prime purposes of the Sabbath, and
they’re largely spiritual.
“But I know a lot of Sunday-keepers
who worship God as Creator and worship Him as Savior. But for some reason—because of background, teaching,
closed mind, whatever—they don’t understand the Sabbath.
“Do they lose anything? Of course.
They lose the benefit that can come only
through understanding the historical,
actual-time reality and continuity from
creation, to Christ to the present, to the
millennial Sabbath. The Sabbath enshrines in time His presence as Creator
and Savior. They lose that, and more.
“But some, I would have to say, are in
line with the Sabbath principle, even
though they’re not aligned with the actual-time representation of it. They lose
much in that, but I think God looks to
their heart and then will judge them as
such. While some of us used to say they
had the mark of the beast, I don’t believe
that now.”
But the Sabbath-keeping Churches of
God have taught that these people’s
minds are not open. They’re not even
held accountable for their ignorance of
the Sabbath. They will learn about the
Sabbath in the second resurrection.
“Yeah, can you be a Christian and
keep Sunday? In other words, would
God grant you salvation even though
you’re ignorant about the right day of
the week, are wrong on a doctrine?
“Then you have to ask, well, how
many doctrines do you have to be savvy
on and still be saved. And then you’ve
got to come up with a number. But then
you’re going to have to ask the question:
Well, what then is required for salvation? How many doctrines do you have
to have right? Which ones? Do all doctrines carry the same weight?
“You’d better watch out because you
might find that you don’t need any doctrines right to be saved except if you
make this a doctrine: that Jesus is Lord
and Savior and that you can be saved by
His sacrifice: Believe in Him and you
shall be saved.
“This is not to say that breaking the
Sabbath Commandment, or any of the

‘Some splits are unavoidable, and we just have to go through
them. Some are necessary. Some are good. Some produce an
excellent fruit. Not all splits are bad, and not all splits are good.’
seemed to be moving forward.
In the present distress of many of the
Churches of God, sometimes discussion
among the brethren is more of a political
nature and has to do with the mechanics
of organization and specific beliefs than
something actually biblical going on,
even though much Christianity is surely
taking place on a personal level that
doesn’t get reported.
Will there be some kind of a breakthrough, Mr. Westby? Will the Churches
of God at some point shift into a higher
gear?
“I don’t know,” he said. “I know in
some churches there is a growth movement taking place, right side by side by
this home-church movement. Which one
is producing the most fruits for Christ?
What is the fruit for Christ? Is it not a
changed life, someone becoming more
like God in mind, character and action?
“Certainly you’re never going to
make our message compelling when
you’re fussing about how we should be
organized. That is actually draining off
energy in the other direction.
“I am in the process of writing a book
on the God image. I’ve got maybe a
couple of chapters done. We individually just need to buy into what God’s doing and revitalize ourselves with the
simplicity of the image, but with the
grandness of that grand plan, until it just
gets our soul so motivated that we just
can’t keep our mouths shut about it.
“That isn’t going to come with some
printed material sent out from some
headquarters. It’s going to happen one
soul at a time. But, like most revivals or
movements, it starts with a vision of a
few people. Churches can either be promoters of that or impediments to it.”
A subject Mr. Westby had thought
much about over the years was who is a
Christian. Who is included in the Body
of Christ?
“That ultimately is answered only by
God, of course,” he said, “but we all

Commandments and the Sabbath and
the rest. The Ten Commandments aren’t
the goal of a Christian, never have been,
never should be. The Ten Commandments are the backdrop beyond which
we should not go, lest we fall off into the
black hole. It’s certainly not the goal of
a Christian to not commit adultery, to
not murder people.
“The goal of a Christian is to become
like God, and each of the Ten Commandments points toward its absolute
virtue by listing its absolute vice. Like
thou shalt not kill: The purpose of that
Commandment is that we give life, not
take it, but give it. You don’t honor God
simply by not bumping someone off, not
committing adultery. This truth holds for
all the 10. View them as a line continuum pointing away from sin and toward
the pure righteousness of God. Christ’s
Sermon on the Mount makes that direction quite clear.”
So what is the purpose of the Sabbath
Commandment?
“I know some of us have moved past
the clock-watching stage, but what is the
purpose of the Sabbath? Certainly it is to
honor and worship God as Creator and
Savior. I see that as the prime purpose of
the Sabbath. Of course, that could be
applied to every day of the week,
couldn’t it?
“But the seventh day of the week is a
special marker and a memorial that He
is both Creator and Savior, as you know,
in Exodus 20 and Deuteronomy 5.
Exodus 20 mentions creation as the justification for the Sabbath. Deuteronomy
5 doesn’t mention creation but mentions
deliverance from slavery. Since you’ve
been saved and freed from slavery, you
ought to likewise save and deliver others
on this day and give them freedom.
“So here we have the two prime
offices that we’ve come to know God as:
Creator and Savior. The Sabbath enshrines that essential element of worship
for God. It’s also a day of pausing, of

Commandments, is not a sin. But, when
people are trying to please God and
doing what they understand to do and
follow Jesus Christ and Scripture to the
best of their ability, even in their ignorance, again, I believe God looks to their
heart and then will judge them as such.
“Some go to the other ditch with a
reductionist Christianity, and they’re
legalists in reverse. They think, boy, we
don’t have to do this, we don’t have to
do that, but we can still get saved! Well,
then, I’m not going to do it.
“Well, to that thinking 1 Corinthians
3 says it’s possible. You’re taking a huge
risk, but it’s possible. It’s all going to be
burned away, and you might get in there
by the skin of your teeth without reward.
“But, if you want to build quality Christianity, it’s based not on what you don’t
have to do, but on what you need and want
to do to become like God, like He is. Both
forms of legalism miss the mark. It’s not
about being right by a doctrinal package.
It’s about doing right. Doing right before
God is being right. Moving godward is
what we’re called to do. That is Christian
perfection, a growing process with the
object being God Himself high above any
set of commandments.”
God-fearers of Israel
Mr. Westby made the surprising
statement that Jesus did not come to
found Christianity.
“Christ obviously didn’t come to start
Christianity,” he maintained. “He came
to continue the faith of Israel: the way of
the God-fearers, of whom He was one.
We have come to call that faith Christianity, but He came in the tradition of
the faith of Israel to enjoin the worship
of Yahweh.
“So we are the inheritors of a very old
tradition. Herbert Armstrong grafted
himself into that tradition, but he didn’t
begin that tradition.
“So where we draw our roots, our
identity and our frame of reference

should be that ancient venerable tradition
of Christ before Christianity, of the early
church, of Christ-Torah story, as Dr.
Dorothy used to put it. If we would do a
much better job of packaging it and selling it and identifying with it, that would
contribute to the entire Body of Christ
and root it more solidly in Scripture.
“We joined this most ancient biblical
tradition, that whole view, that whole
philosophy. So, instead of an identity as
a WCG offshoot, a new frame of reference needs to be established regarding
this tradition. I believe it is going to be
therapeutic for our people and will be a
growth element because it will take
them back to those founding biblical
beliefs. Part of what we’re really trying
to do for our culture is reacquainting
people with the Book—to pure Christianity before all the corruptions were
added—and present that clean, bright,
true revelation whose central core message is the Kingdom of God.
“People need to identify with that
ancient, Christ-before-Christianity tradition, otherwise they’re hearkening artificially, in a sense, only back to Worldwide, United, Global or whatever.”
So what are these traditions, more
specifically?
“Well, our traditions are in Christ,
who taught Yahweh worship. Certain
churches have joined it to one degree or
another, but we’re the oldest. I would
take it as a real compliment to be perceived as part of the primitive church:
the church before popular Christianity
hatched in the world.”
On the other hand, Mr. Westby believed some Church of God brethren are
overly concerned with Jewish customs
and traditions in their quest to learn and
understand more about God.
“In the time of Christ there were a
couple of dozen Judaisms,” he said.
“People develop this romantic caricature
of how all Jews did things and how it
was done in the 1st century. Of course,
they’re just whistling past the graveyard
on this subject. Jews have had so many
mystical movements and writings that
you can really get carried away with this.
“Some almost see a level of righteousness in these symbols by participating in something they feel makes them a
little more authentic. It’s the old neverending quest to be different and be the
one true church. Whether it’s the calendar issue or taking on Jewish customs,
words, traditions, etc., the feeling is these
markers make us more authentic. They
also add color and it’s kind of a diversionary thing, plus it’s something you can
literally get your hands on and do: make
moon-sighting tables, dress in certain
costumes, lecture people and the rest.
“Much of this is an ill-advised step
backward. It’s a game people are playing to be a little bit more righteous, and
they get legalistic about it. They say this
is the way it was done, as if that’s the
way we ought to do it.
“What we see, if anything, is how
Christ transcends any culture and makes
old symbols new by giving the spiritual
meaning behind them first place. I see this
Jewish movement, as I see the charismatic movement, as a railroad siding that
takes people off the main track and puts
them on a sidetrack. We have people
playing church decorators, playing Jew.
“I can see some of these Jewish trappings as an instructive flannel-board lesson every now and then just to kind of
illustrate something, and then you can
get some value out of it. And much can
be learned from understanding the various Hebrew cultures in the many centuries during which the Bible was being
written. This knowledge is critical
toward understanding Scripture, but that
is another matter.
“But, when you make that part of
your liturgy, you are coloring your worship of the invisible God by this new
liturgy which goes back to a lot of
Jewish symbolism and habits and everything else, and we know what they did to
the liberating law of God: They bogged
it down.”
So, Mr. Westby, when you were talking about our Church of God tradition
being the tradition of the primitive
church, you were not talking about
something akin to the Jewish movement
within the Churches of God?
“No, not at all. You can show from
Galatians that Peter was eating at an
unkosher table. He was flushed out by
those guys from Jerusalem.
“You can picture Peter from Scripture
laughing, talking, arms around these
gentiles, eating at their table. Remember
that Peter got the vision, he was right on
top of it, he was okay.
See COGS HAVE, page 16
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Notes and quotes
Jesus had an
independent ministry
PORT AUSTIN, Mich.—The fall
2016 issue of Shepherd’s Voice
magazine is in the mail and features several articles and topics:
“The Doctrine of Stones”: Jim
Patterson writes that, even
though he’s not a fan of the word
independent, on reflection he
realized Jesus “had an independent ministry that exclusively
served the Father and not other
interests, not even His own.”
“The Right Hand of
Fellowship”: Rich Traver traces
the early church’s development of
its outreach. “Is there anything in
their approach we ought to consider appropriate for our time”?
“Ask Norm!”: Editor Norman
Edwards answers questions sent
in by readers of Shepherd’s
Voice. His topics include: When
did Job live? Playing worldly politics. God’s blessings. Truth and
praise of our Lord God. False
brethren among God’s people.
Proper ways and improper ways
to spread the gospel.
“New Testament Sabbaths
and Prophets.” Mr. Edwards
says 56 NT verses refer to
the Sabbath, and 202 NT
verses include forms of prophet,
prophecy and prophesy.
Request a subscription to
Shepherd’s Voice at P.O. Box 474,
Port Austin, Mich. 48467, U.S.A.,
or info@shepherdsvoicemagazine.org. Visit the website at
shepherdsvoicemagazine.org.
COG website is biggest
Christian site
FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.—
BibleStudy.org, one of the oldest
and largest Christian sites on the
Internet, attracted 10.8 million
actual visitors in 2016. This represents a 15.4 percent increase
over the previous year.
Also, the site’s seven hardworking E-mail evangelists handled 1,500 E-mails containing
Bible questions. That number is
the second-highest yearly total
since the “Personalized Answers”
service started 14 years ago.
Even as BibleStudy.org continues to expand its ability to preach
the gospel, it still ranks (according
to Alexa.com) as one of the
fastest-loading sites in the world.
Google stats show that, on average, it takes less than 4 milliseconds for a site article to download
to a PC or smartphone.
BibleStudy.org was founded
and is operated by Alan Ruth. Mr.
Ruth also maintains THE
JOURNAL’s site (thejournal.org).
Here is a list of questions sent
to BibleStudy.org over the last
month or so:
How can someone overcome
the death of a husband?
Why didn’t God kill Lucifer
when he sinned?
I would like to know how to
live a life for God and rid my
home of evil.
What are the circumstances
that led Paul to include eschatological passages in 1 and 2
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Thessalonians?
Is attending Bible study and
Sunday school considered a form
of praising God?
Are we authorized by God to
anoint our home and bless it?
Why does God tell us to
enforce laws but not do it
Himself? For example, why
doesn’t God kill serial killers?
Write Mr. Ruth at P.O. Box
3393, Farmington Hills, Mich.
48333, U.S.A.
The World to Come is
also in the mail
AUBURNDALE, Fla.—Another
magazine is in the mail as well:
The World to Come: A Magazine
of Understanding, published by
Writer’s Inkhorn Publications six
times a year. Obie Folsom Benton
is editor and
publisher.
Subjects in
the latest
issue: The Day
of the Lord;
clean and
unclean; the
missing dimension in higher
education;
seven times
Obie Benton
around
Jericho; and
the Christian Passover.
For more information including
a free subscription write P.O.
Box 1635, Auburndale, Fla.
33823, U.S.A.
Countdown 70 days
ALTADENA, Calif.—As of the
print date for this issue of THE
JOURNAL, it’s 70 days until the big
AC reunion in Las Vegas.
“We all very much look forward
to seeing you in Las vegas on
March 12,” said one of the organizers, Bob Gerringer
(bob@acpasadenareunion.com).
More than 200 alumni and
family members are signed up
to attend.
“It will be a casual four-day celebration with plenty of time to just
sit, relax and visit with your college classmates from many
decades ago,” Mr. Gerringer said.
To register write Jean Ehlert
(jean@acpasadenareunion.com)
if you went to Pasadena or
Bricket Wood. If you went to Big
Sandy register at ambassadorbigsandyalumni.com).
To reserve rooms at The
Orleans, click on the “Hotel Info—
2017 Reunion” link on the
Pasadena site. Discounted rooms
are available only until Feb. 8,
2017. Room registrations can
be canceled up to 48 hours
before check-in.
Internet Sabbath service
MORRISTOWN, Tenn.—Pastor
Tim Carpenter announces the
availability of live streaming of
Sabbath services at www.
isawthelightministries.com/
services.html. Write Mr. Carpenter
at P.O. Box 37, Morristown, Tenn.
37815, U.S.A., or admin@
isawtheightministries.com.
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COGs have a specialty, ACD founder said
Continued from page 15

“But, when these other guys came up
from Jerusalem who were wearing their
shorts a little too tight, Peter did not
want to engage in arguments or be censured by them, so he took the chicken
way out, and he just went over to the
Jewish table.
“To him that seemed the easy way
out to avoid confrontation, but in so
doing he sent another message. Paul,
looking at this thing from another vantage point, was seeing all the work he
was doing—how the gentiles were
being grafted into the vine and how they
were equal—he was seeing this compromised because they had great respect
for Peter and had been taught to look up
to him. After all, he was one of the eyewitnesses with the Lord.
“So Paul had to make that issue a
public issue at that time.
“Now, those guys from Jerusalem
had their level of righteousness and their
understanding and their habits. As long
as they stayed in strictly Jewish areas,
that might have been fine. But, when
they tried to replicate that somewhere
else, that’s where the problem came in.
They wanted to make converts to become Jews first, Christians second.
“It’s the same thing with the use of
Hebrew words in normal parlance and
renaming everything as if that’s more
sacred: God’s playing chess and He
doesn’t pay any attention until He hears
His name in Hebrew and now all of a
sudden He says, ‘Oh, there’s My guy
down there. Now I’ll listen to him.’
“In the first place it’s the wrong concept of God. People tend to fashion their
religion around their concept of God.
The forms, the liturgy and everything
else of a person’s religion and faith very
much are fashioned around his concept
of God.
“He’s a mean God. He’s a crossingthe-T kind of God. He’s a legalistic kind
of God. Then you do things that way. If
He’s a mystical God, then you’ve got to
say the right words, you know, like Ali
Baba and the 40 thieves. When they got to
the cave, they had to say, ‘Open sesame.’
“People can have a mystical view of
God so they have to say these right
words, and that’s more righteous. Otherwise they wouldn’t do it, would they? It
becomes more than just a matter of
adding salt and diversion and texture,
which is good.
“We need to ask is our God a Jew.
Isn’t He the Father of all mankind, all
bloods? We need to make our faith look
like God, in spirit, practice and message.
Our liturgy need not be 1st-century culture, but should reflect enlightened worship of the Eternal One.”

and lining them up behind a hard-nosed
ministry like we had.
“It could have happened, but it didn’t.
Because of some of the leaders with feet
of iron and clay, it was doomed to crumble, and crumble it did. Through the
crumbling the members are now free,
directly responsible to God, all experiencing a dynamic learning process.

“Something might be going on. The
great Engineer, the great Personnel
Director up there, is seeing what’s needed by His people. His people do various
things. For example, some of His Body
are translating Scripture so people have
Bibles somewhere else. We represent a
part of the Body of Christ whose specialty has been what? Certainly not our
numbers or getting people to be saved a
la Billy Graham.”
So what’s the brethren’s specialty
been?

The Church of God specialty

“Well, as I understand it,” said Mr.
Westby, “it’s been the whole-Bible approach, the unity of Scripture, old and
new, the consistent God, as we discussed earlier. It presents a really
enlightened view of God and a makesense kind of view of what God’s
doing—particularly our understanding
of mankind’s ultimate destiny: what
it’s all about.
“This is the soaring truth that describes our entering the divine family as
royal sons and daughters. Christianity as
a whole has sold short this glorious
object of salvation in God’s grand plan
and as a consequence dishonored the
gospel. This sharing of God’s glory is the
Ken Westby in 2011
prime motivator, the crown jewel of all
There’s been a sifting action like a flood, that God offers. It takes my breath away.
and you have various strata and layers
“This is a message, I think, that if put
being deposited as time goes on.
in layman’s language is going to be a
“We’re in the midst of seeing some of much more compelling message for the
that happening: the stratification, the man on the street than a lot of this supersifting action, the learning, standing on ficial get-saved, Jesus-loves-you kind of
one’s own two feet, kind of rediscover- a message. It completes the salvation
ing Christianity afresh. We have child- puzzle and gives reason for everything.
like reactions and accusations and those
“Our historical message has also
sorts of things, but I think those will ebb, been one that truly honors the Father, as
and out of it will come a stronger Body Christ did in all of His teaching, which
of Christ that we represent: our authen- is left out of much of Christianity. That’s
tic biblical traditions and a unified Old a serious imbalance.
Testament–New Testament view and
“So I think we have this enlightened
philosophy of Scripture which I think is view, a gifted view, even though we lack
essential and right.
other things. I think God sees that as
“But you wonder: What might be the important. He cherishes it. He wants to
thing that God’s doing? Regardless of sharpen it, perfect it and give it a voice.
what man does, God figures out a way to Its voice has been a confused and muted
make it turn out right. You take the apos- one in the past, confused by the Armtle Paul. You’d think good ministerial strong persona and a lot of hokum stuff,
management on God’s part would be to and right now it’s kind of fractured, but
take your one top guy, so gifted in I see a lot of the essential core truths
speech, writing, analysis and everything there if we don’t get off on too many
else, and put him before as many people side things.
as you possibly could.
“I see much more of a spirit of coop“Yet Paul cooled his heels in dun- eration not to build one new supergroup
geons for months of his latter ministry. or superchurch, but to maybe unite in
You could think, well, that’s not the best some real good make-sense efforts. But
use of a resource.
to do that we have to have some vision“Yet God can perfect His character in aries, some people who are really, realus whether we’re in dungeons, whether ly committed to it. Then we have to put
we’re poor, whether we’re rich, whether some things together and do some
we’re in a country occupied by tyrants, bridge-building with some others
whether we’re in a free land—He can do where there might be some commitThe big purpose
ments so that we can really
Getting back to the queshave, as a group, a strong,
‘Isn’t our God the Father of all impacting voice.
tion of making sense of
what’s going on in the mankind, all bloods? We need to
“This is even besides all
Churches of God, Mr.
the evangelism that must be
make our faith look like God, in done on a local-church, indiWestby said:
“You know, I’m thinkvidual level. There could be
spirit, practice and message.’
ing—you are and a lot of
something done even on a
others—what might be the
larger scale.
purpose behind all this? Here we the job in whatever circumstance.
“I would like to see a real, good,
“I also think He can perfect His char- intelligent presentation of the gospel of
thought we just had the neatest thing
going. We could have turned this world acter in people who are members of this the Kingdom of God. It could be somechurch or members of that church at an thing contributed to by many diverse
up on its ear for Christ, I believe.
“Maybe I’m naive, but I believe we individual level. And He is doing that.
groups, then put together by a trust of
“But apparently God knew it was committed people and supported by
could have started doing that in the early
’60s, say, when the growth was incredi- best for Paul to be where he was. Not various groups.
ble. We had a highly motivated group of only did the membership realize that
“We could take the best of all that
people, a great talent coming in every Paul’s fate could come to them. They we’ve learned and put it together eneryear, people who had burned their were no better than their leader. And it getically without the egos, without the
bridges behind them. They were really gave them a certain humility and warn- empire building, because it is not a
gung ho, and we just wanted to make ing and a preparation as well. It also matter of building a church or organithis the best church, serving God, and allowed him to write some of his most zation, but building a witness to our
profound stuff, which has since been put great God.
bring on the Kingdom.
“We were young and naive, and before audiences in the hundreds of mil“I don’t know that this will ever hapmaybe things weren’t as we saw. But, on lions over the years.
pen. Maybe it’s just pie in the sky. But I
“So a lot of the prayers that were offered think it could be done.
the other hand, had our leadership been
humble, completely given to the service for Paul at that time have been answered,
“Things happen from time to time in
of God, something marvelous could 50 years later, 100 years later, 1,000 history. You’ve done enough reading to
have happened. It could have been a years later. God answers prayers long know that sometimes minds congeal
growing group that modified its teach- after the people who pray them are dead. around ideas around the same time, then
“So here we have these churches they quickly come together, form workings that were wrong, that matured in
those teachings, that learned to handle fracturing, Worldwide fracturing and ing groups and are able in a short time
the ministry better, learned to help the United having its troubles, and through- to get from the drawing board up into
people stand and begin to use them and out all the sifting and experiences from the sky. It just happens.
that there will be a certain number of
turn them loose.
“But you have to have that shared
“What a resource that would have people coming to a strong, common vision. It has to be big, compelling. The
been in the Worldwide Church, rather consensus of core beliefs and core mission statement’s got to be clear.
than just putting people in straitjackets responsibilities.
“And then—?”

