
Former Texas residents Leon and
Gloria Sexton founded Legacy
Institute, an independent Church of
God ministry in South and Southeast
Asia, in 1999. The Sextons live in
Chiang Mai. They first met the king
and queen of Thailand more than 30
years ago.

By Leon Sexton

CHIANG MAI, Thailand—
King Bumibol Adulyadej of
Thailand died Oct. 13, 2016,

in Siriraj Hospital from complica-
tions in his recovery from heart sur-
gery.

He was 88
and the long-
est-reigning
monarch in the
world.

C r o w n
Prince Maha
Va j i r a long -
korn will as-
cend the throne
after the end of
a  year- long
m o u r n i n g
period.

The entire kingdom is in mourn-
ing, with virtually all Thais wearing
black and hundreds of thousands
making their way to Bangkok to pay
last respects to the monarch whose
body lies in state at the Grand
Palace.

Since 1971
Radio/Worldwide Church of God

founder Herbert W. Armstrong met
King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thai-
land for the first time in 1971. That
was the same year I was discharged
from the U.S. Navy and started as a
freshman at Ambassador College in
Pasadena, Calif.

As I understand it, Mr. Armstrong
met the king as a result of an audi-
ence arranged by a wealthy Bang-
kok hotel owner, Mrs. Sunirat Telan.

The king and Mr. Armstrong saw
in each other kindred spirits about
how leaders should lead their people.
King Bhumibol was quite a philos-
opher and immediately grasped the
concept of “give” and “get” (in Mr.
Armstrong’s words) as ways of life.

Mr. Armstrong later said there
were no greater examples of righ-
teous leadership in the world in his
time than King Bhumibol and Queen
Sirikit.

Helping the hill tribes
Mr. Armstrong returned to Pasa-

dena with the intent of helping the
king with educational projects for
the hill-tribe people along Thai-
land’s mountainous borders.

At the time, the king was just be-
ginning his crop-replacement pro-
gram to teach the hill tribes to grow
vegetables and fruit trees instead of

The following article is part of THE
JOURNAL’s recurring Church of God–
history series. In this issue we hark
back to 2000, the year a JOURNAL
writer and three friends attended 10
Feast sites in eight days in Florida
and Alabama. The article includes
minor updates and corrections.

By Dixon Cartwright

DESTIN, Fla.—The Feast of
Tabernacles 2000 has come
and gone and with it sermons,

Bible studies and conversations long
into the night with old and new
friends.

Of Feastgoers with roots in the
Worldwide Church of God or its
derivatives, some this year (2000)
attended their 30th, 40th or even 50th
Feast. WCG founder Herbert Arm-
strong began keeping the festival with
his wife, Loma, in Oregon in 1927.
Were the Armstrongs still alive, this
would have been their 74th obser-
vance of the eight days, which in 2000
(according to the Jewish calendar)

began the evening of Oct. 13.
THE JOURNAL visited 10 Feast sites

in Florida and Alabama in 2000. This
writer personally attended services at
nine sites along the coast of the Gulf
of Mexico in the Florida panhandle
and one just over the line in Alabama.
He was accompanied on most of the
visits by the Burson family of Big
Sandy, Texas: Ed and Cindy and their
son Nathaniel. [Editor’s note: Mr.
Burson died in 2013.]

Speakers at the 10 locations, want-
ing to serve up meat in due season,
spoke about the Kingdom. But each
had his own personality and style of
presenting, and each emphasized dif-
ferent aspects and understandings of
the message of Scripture.

The sermons or Bible studies in-
cluded:

Mark Gully explaining why nei-
ther George Bush nor Al Gore can
bring “righteous leadership and jus-
tice” to America.

Charles McLendon analyzing the
symbolism of the tabernacle of the Lord.

Ron Dart explaining that as long
as the brethren are “nomads” and
“gypsies” they cannot exercise their
spiritual gifts.

Marshall Bryan urging his listen-
ers to climb to the top of Mount
Everest.

Al Mischnick announcing that
“new gods” will be born into God’s
family at the seventh trump.

James Lamb preaching about the
spirit of prophecy and stating that, if
you’re pursuing only salvation, your
priorities are all wrong.

Lambert Greer explaining what
is God’s Spirit.

Fred Coulter expounding on
Satan’s counterfeit millennium.

Mark Little teaching about the
144,000 and the reason for the church.

Philip Neal proclaiming that a
group of Church of God brethren is
the end-time standard for the rest of
the Church of God.

The weather along the Gulf coast
was spectacular. The beaches were
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Speakers deliver message of the Kingdom to
brethren at festival in Florida and Alabama

1stViet memorial reminds us
why we observeVeterans Day

16 reunion planners meet in Las Vegas
The writer is an organizer of the

Ambassador College reunion set for
Las Vegas, Nev., March 12-16, 2017.

By Bob Gerringer

ALTADENA, Calif.—Two weeks
ago 16 of us met in Las Vegas
at the Orleans Hotel to pre-

pare for the March reunion.
Other than Australian Garry de

Jager, all committee members were
there, plus some volunteers.

We checked out the reserved ball-
rooms and meeting rooms, discussed
the banquets, registration process,
hospitality room and more.

Some of us visited The Mirage to
research group tickets to the Cirque
du Soleil production Love, while oth-

ers visited Hoover Dam.
We finally met Tom and Nancy

Williams, from Lacey’s Spring, Ala.,
who lead the Big Sandy portion of
this all-three-campus gathering. The
Williamses were a real treat.

As a former student or staff mem-
ber of any of the three AC campuses,
why should you attend?

After the reunions of 2013, ’14
and ’15 many lamented to us they
regretted their decision not to attend
because of the enthusiastic reports
they had heard from attendees.

None of us are getting any
younger, and this will be a special
treat for everyone. There is so much
to catch up on and share.

Jean, Cledice, Eileen, Tom and I

are definitely retiring from the re-
union-planning business after Las
Vegas. I can’t say for sure, but there
may not be another reunion, at least
not of this scope. Assume that this is
it, so you won’t kick yourself for
missing this chance.

So far more than 1,200 former stu-
dents have been contacted or contact-
ed us.

For details go to ambassadorbig-
sandyalumni.com or E-mail jean@
acpasadenareunion.com.

Committee members are Barbara
Church Bruce, Robin Connelly, Garry
de Jager, Cledice Decker, Jean Ehlert
Updegraff, Bob Gerringer, Eileen
McKinley, Dick Mills, Vicki Norman,
Carol Shamus and Tom Williams.

COG ministry founder
remembers his friend the king

FOOD DRIVE DURING THE FEAST—Amanda Chalmers and her daughter
Emma, of Louisville, Ky., collect items for a food bank during the Feast of
Tabernacles sponsored by the Church of God Big Sandy in Destin, Fla., in
October 2016. About 150 Feastgoers were in attendance at the CGBS site.
Dozens of Feast sites sponsored by Church of God ministries operate every
year along the coast of Florida and Georgia. See another Destin photo on page
24. See more Feast reports for 2016 beginning on page 24 and related photos
on pages 23-24 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites
readers to send in reports of

their 2016 Feast of Tabernacles ob-
servances.

Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellow-
ships met this year at several hun-
dred Feast sites, with most obser-
vances beginning the evening of
Oct. 16.

You still have time to get your
report in for the next issue of THE
JOURNAL.

Mail your information to Fes-
tival Reports, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or
E-mail it to info@thejournal.org.
Or you may fax it toll-free to 1-
888-488-6603.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.

Please mention the dates of your
observance and the name of the
church fellowship or affiliation, if
any, or other sponsor of the site.

By John Warren

BIG SANDY, Texas—My
family and I had the pleas-
ure of attending the Feast of

Tabernacles in the Enchanted Cir-
cle of northern New Mexico at An-
gel Fire some years ago.

Before I get to my main point, I
need to explain the lay of the land.
Angel Fire is a
tiny town nes-
tled high in the
s o u t h e r n
Rockies. It’s so
small there is
only one stop-
l ight  on the
main drag. These
days it comes
al ive during
the winter be-
cause of beautiful ski slopes.

Before the days of condomini-
ums and ski lifts, Moreno Valley
was a quiet, high-country cattle-
man’s dream. With Eagle Nest Lake
and mountain streams beneath the
shadow of Wheeler Peak, New
Mexico’s highest mountain, this
would have been considered para-
dise by the rugged early pioneers.

In this setting of a quiet valley
surrounded by mountain slopes
covered with ponderosa pine, as-
pen and spruce, we seemed insulat-
ed from the rest of the world.

This is a place where a man

could jump on a horse and ride for
days just to enjoy the beauty of
nature or a fisherman could take his
fly rod and lose himself in the
peaceful challenge of trout fishing.

Today there is an addition to
this quiet valley.

First Vietnam memorial
The very first Vietnam War me-

morial was constructed here by Dr.
Victor Westphall in memory of his
28-year-old son, who was killed in
the war in 1968. The memorial—
built into the hillside, with a high
gull-like, white structure that stretch-
es 50 feet above the brow of the
hill—is a haunting reminder of a
time many Americans would pre-
fer to forget.

After a few days of enjoying
this idyllic setting, my wife, Dar-
lene, and I paid a visit to this out-
of-place edifice. Watching an hour-
and-a-half video of actual war
scenes, news reports and student
protests in this memorial built
from the pain and loss of a father
for his fallen son was moving. 

First Lt. Victor David West-
phall III, USMC, firstborn son of
Victor and Jeanne Westphall, was
killed in an ambush May 22,
1968, near Quang Tri that also
claimed the lives of 12 other
members of his platoon.

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

Leon Sexton

See FEASTGOERS, page 4

See LEGACY FOUNDER, page 22

See LESSON OF VIETNAM, page 22

John Warren
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Iron doesn’t sharpen iron

Iron sharpens iron is a wrong con-
cept. How it got into our Bibles is
quite a mystery to me.

Proverbs 27:17: “As iron sharp-
eneth iron . . .”

Strong’s No. 2300: “to sharpen.”
New King James: “As iron sharp-

ens [makes straight the edge of] the
iron [of a sword or knife], so a man
sharpens [makes true] the counte-
nance of his friend.”

What the iron does is straighten the
blade. It takes all the waves and un-
evenness out of the edge. But it is the
whetstone that does the sharpening.
Following this with the iron rod does
no sharpening at all, but you do want
a blade without wiggles in it.

Don Edward Davis
Living Church of God member

Myrtle Creek, Ore.

Determine what has changed
As my Christian conscience and

opinions evolved over the years, I
concluded that the divisive doctrinal
issues people use to prove they are su-
perior to others who use similar dog-
ma to make similar claims should not
exist in a religion of unity.

It would seem one is correct and all
the others are mistaken or they are all
wrong.

At this point I am of the opinion we
all miss the mark when we are claim-
ing superiority over others and crow-
ing about it.

Therefore the next step is to re-
move all the doctrinal issues the dif-
fering Christian groups use to justify
their superiority to other Christian
groups from my concept of the Chris-
tian faith. One would think this re-
moval would create an atmosphere for
peace and unity.

In case you cannot picture what I
ended up with: I ended up with Christ
crucified and resurrected by the loving
power of God and little else to base
my faith on.

Therefore, I find from Scripture, it
may not be that simple because Jesus
Christ, we are told, set us an example
to follow, and He was born and lived
many years under the Jewish law of
Moses and conformed to the authority
of those who sat in Moses’ seat.

I was born and raised in a very dif-
ferent social situation. Besides, we are
also told things changed from the time
of John the Baptist (Luke 16:16):

“The law and the prophets were
until John: since that time the king-
dom of God is preached, and every
man presseth into it.”

The word translated “presseth” here
is possibly Jesus referring to the reli-
gious leaders trying to stop the people
from following John and Him and the
difficulties this caused the people.

What we end up with is Jesus teach-
ing some social norms different from
those practiced in the religious society
He lived in.

It is up to each of us to determine
what has changed from the Old Cove-
nant to the New Covenant.

Now we come to Romans 14. Here
we have Christians rejecting and con-
demning those who did not share their
opinions and conscience. Jesus ad-
monished them for it: “What right do
you have to criticize someone else’s
servant?”

If Christians study Romans 14 I
cannot see how they will not be ad-
monished for some of their doctrinal
rhetoric that is diversions from the
Truth rather than the Truth.

If someone comes from the store

and you ask him how much bananas
are and he says apples are a dollar a
pound, even if apples are a dollar a
pound did he tell you the truth?

Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

Make America great again
Today we here in the United States

have a new president-elect, and not
the one that I, or many of us, was ex-
pecting.

I am reminded that citizenship con-
fers not only rights but responsibilities.
Thanks to the wisdom of our founders,
each of us has a say in the public
square and ability to communicate
with fellow citizens or our officials—
even, where appropriate, to engage our
officials with another check-and-bal-
ance arm of our government.

Most of all, as a citizen and as a
Christian today, I am recalling Paul’s
exhortation concerning fighting the
good fight:

“I urge you first of all to pray for all
people. As you make your requests,
plead for God’s mercy upon them, and
give thanks. Pray this way for kings
and all others who are in authority, so
that we can live in peace and quietness,
in godliness and dignity. This is good
and pleases God our Savior who wants

everyone to be saved and to understand
the truth” (1 Timothy 2:1-4).

It is always appropriate to give
thanks for whatever is good in one’s
nation and to plead and work for good
in whatever way is open to us, whether
with officials on their way out or in.

May this remarkable election prove
to be a wake-up call from God for more
of us to engage ourselves constructive-
ly as citizens, at the least in prayer for
our fellow citizens and officials.

A remarkable experience taught the
king of Babylon long ago that “the
Most High rules over the kingdoms of
the world and gives them to anyone
He chooses, even the lowliest of hu-
mans” (Daniel 4:17)—for His own
purposes.

President-elect Trump has a web-
site asking for input about “how to
make America great.” After thinking
about it for a while I posted this yes-
terday on my own Facebook page and
on a couple of other sites:

“What makes a nation great? Not
so much its conquests or military
power, its wealth or magnificence, its
great monuments, its accomplished
athletes or its artistic skill, though
such things may weigh in.

“But is it not wisdom expressed in

its goodness, its fairness, its
honorable conduct? Is it
not honorable administra-

tion of government and
honorable conduct of
the subjects of that
government towards

each other in every
matter, every day?
“Is not the key to gen-

uine greatness justice, high
and low? Fairness and con-
structiveness among all its
citizens, from the least to
the greatest? Is not genuine
greatness a product of

praiseworthy conduct of our national
business at every level, from the pres-
ident setting and pursuing national
policy down to the least of our citizens
relating to one another?

“I fear our weakness as a nation is
our lack of consensus as to exactly
what is praiseworthy. Only that which
genuinely is praiseworthy will bring us
other than shame and disgrace, opposi-
tion from other men and even God.

“I suggest the key for our national
greatness is for all of us to seek the
praise of King Jesus, the Righteous
Judge who cannot be gamed, to whom
all power in heaven and on earth has
been given.

“Greatness is generated by each of
us turning, more and more, in our con-
duct, to the wisdom of the way of our
Teacher. His praise is the gold stan-
dard of greatness.

Jeffrey Caldwell
Walnut Creek, Calif.

Does adultery justify divorce?
Regarding the article by Creators

Covenant.org headlined “Did Christ
Think Adultery Justified Divorce?” on
page 18 of issue No. 187, dated Aug.
31, 2016:

Excuse my ignorance, but isn’t com-
paring Israel, “the confirmed prosti-

tute,” to a human who is a prostitute, a
whore, somewhat misleading? Was or
is Israel able to commit a sexual act
like a human does?

When Israel went a-whoring after
other gods, was the focus on Israel’s
sexual acts?

Sexual acts of the people were part
of it. But is it not possible that, even
without the improper sexual acts, Israel
would still be considered a confirmed
prostitute a-whoring after other gods?

When one or both go a-whoring
after other gods and do not repent,
doesn’t the relationship degenerate to
a point that it’s impossible to be main-
tained, even though there may not be
any physical sexual actions with
another person?

Is it not possible that marriages
often fail, not because of a physical
sexual infidelity but because one or
both have, as Israel has, gone after a
great many other gods, which some-
times include sexual infidelity?

Doesn’t repenting of sexual infi-
delity or sexual perversions mean re-
penting of much, much more than
that? Isn’t it about what is going on in
the mind and the heart?

Don the Heretic Henderson
Edmonds, Wash.

Nailing down the Exodus
Regarding the letter by Don Ed-

ward Davis [in issue No. 186, dated
July 31, 2016, headed “When Was the
Exodus Really?”]:

I was delighted to see that people in
the fellowship of God are doing some
thinking about, and researching into, the
Bible’s chronology. The more people
doing research, the more likely addi-
tional key historical data will be found.

I have done some deep research,
looking for historical references, and
have written a book, 120 Jubilees.

Below is a summary of my math
for the Exodus and destruction of So-
lomon’s temple. The book provides all
of the other historical references be-
hind these dates:

Jubilees 48:1 says Moses returned
to Egypt in the 50th Jubilee, in the
second week, in the second year.

To be within the 50th Jubilee cycle
means that 49 cycles have been com-
pleted. Doing the math: 2,401 years
have passed: 49 cycles completed ×
49 years each, 7 years have passed: 1
week completed × 7 years each, 1 year

has passed: 1 more year had com-
pleted, 2,409 total years had passed
after creation, 2,409 years after 3907
B.C. is 1498 B.C. Thus Moses re-
turned to Egypt in 1498 B.C., making
the Exodus occur in 1497 B.C.

The Exodus occurred in a year in
which the Nisan sun was in Aries
(Josephus’s Antiquities 3:10:5). Only
the years 1480, 1483, 1490 and 1493
B.C. have any possibility of having the
Nisan sun be in Aries and thereby can
be an alternative year for the Exodus.

However, only 1497 B.C. will sat-
isfy all of the other historical records.
Counting forwards from the Exodus:

1 Kings 6:1. In the 480th year
after the Exodus they started Solo-
mon’s temple.

1 Kings 6:38. It took seven years
(actually 71⁄2 years) to build the temple.

1 Kings 7:1. Solomon built his
own house for 13 years.

Talmud Yoma 9a. Solomon’s
temple stood 410 years.

Doing the math:
480 + 7 + 13 + 410 = 910 years

from the Exodus to the destruction of
Solomon’s temple

1497 B.C. the Exodus year.
910 from the historical records =

587 BC.
Solomon’s temple was destroyed in

587 B.C. Rabbi Maimonides states
that Solomon’s temple was destroyed
after Israel had counted 17 Jubilees
(Talmud Arakin 12b).

The year 587 B.C. is within the
68th Jubilee from creation (51 + 17).

“When the Temple was destroyed
for the first time at the hands of Ne-
buzaradan [captain of the guard],
that day was the ninth of Av, and it
was the day following Shabbat [a
Sunday] . . .” (The Talmud).

The 9th of Ab cannot be on a Sun-

day in the other years around 587 B.C.
The year 587 B.C. matches exactly
with all of the other historical accounts.

Wayne L. Atchison
Polson, Mont.

Hiding behind religion
Republican National Committee

chairman Reince Priebus says desig-
nated national security adviser Lt.
Gen. Mike Flynn’s statements that
“Islam is not a real religion, but a
political ideology masked behind a
religion,” is not out of line with Don-
ald Trump’s thinking about Islam.

Islam is a political movement that
has as its key driver armed warfare.
Islam teaches war is necessary to
impose the politics of Islam on every
soul. Islam is a political and military
movement. Islam is war.

Finally some U.S. politicians are
coming to their senses and are realiz-
ing what is happening.

The left, progressives, liberals and
Muslims will scream bloody murder
when the Trump administration be-
gins its scrutiny of the Islamic war
machine, but it must be done.

Muhammad cut people’s heads off
and ordered assassinations of those
who wrote against Islam. Islam kills.

Greg Jandrt
Weston, Wis.

Noteworthy contemplation
To Wes White: The title of your lat-

est contemplative article was clever:
“Come Ye, My People, Out of the Re-
publican Party” [issue 187, Aug. 31,
2016]. Retirement seems to have
given you time for thought-provoking
research and writing.

The musical observations were of
particular interest to me.

Keep up the good work.
Donna Weese

Big Sandy, Texas
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‘One would think the removal of the doctrinal issues the differing
Christian groups use to justify their superiority to other Christian

groups would create an atmosphere for peace and unity.’

Please notice
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THE JOURNAL are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and
should not be viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor

do they necessarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, let-
ters and features are presented in the interest of furthering communication and dis-
cussion among readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters
and articles of response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.
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The writer lives with her husband,
John, near Big Sandy. This article is
part of THE JOURNAL’s ongoing histo-
ry series and is reprinted from issue
No. 46, dated November 2000.

By Darlene Warren

BIG SANDY, Texas—My hus-
band’s parents, Walter and
Charlotte Warren, celebrated

their 50th wedding anniversary sev-
eral years ago.

Fifty years is a long time to be mar-
ried to someone, by anyone’s standard.
I haven’t had an opportunity yet to ask
them how they made it through 50
years together, but I’ll attempt here to
make something up. I’m sure I will be
promptly notified of any corrections
that may need to be made, and I will,
of course, pass those along to you.

Multiculturalism is a big word, re-
ferring to the mixing and meshing of
different peoples in our society. Since
the time I joined the family back in the
’70s, there have been a few times
when I felt a slight culture difference.

You see, the Warrens are from
southern Maine (they’re called Mani-
acs), and I’m from southern Mis-
sissippi (we’ll leave it at that).

I’m not saying I’m a redneck, but
Daddy, rest his soul, would’ve made
Jeff Foxworthy look like a Detroit
debutante. He talked a lot about peo-
ple from up north, but not necessarily
in glowing terms. (I’ll refrain from
using the Y word on the grounds that it
could incite negativity.) I sometimes
wonder how my parents would have
reacted to my marrying one of those
people I said I wouldn’t mention.

New Englanders’ patois
Barring the obvious fact, the War-

rens are fine people. There is one cul-
tural obstacle that seems to stand out
more than any other: English is their
second language. Unless they leave
New England with some regularity
every few years or so, they have diffi-

culty expressing themselves fluently
with the rest of us.

As a sampling of what I’m talking
about, the first time their son asked me
out on a date he wanted to know if I
wanted to go to the “potty” with him.
I was shocked, to say the least. Later I
realized he meant “party.”

Over time I’ve learned to decipher
most of his speech patterns with a fair
degree of accuracy. I still
translate for him in certain
circumstances that might
otherwise involve a
jail sentence.

The Warrens raised
eight children. All
of them were giv-
en sacred biblical
names: Joseph,
John,  Mark,
Paul, Stephen,
Ruth, Daniel
and Rachel. They
had high hopes of raising
holy, righteous children. They get an A
for steadfastness in the face of hope
unfulfilled.

In fairness, I’m sure having a
southerner in the family hasn’t been
easy for them either. We believe in
Bible names too. But we also have our
own set of sacred names we tend to
gravitate toward.

There’s my best friend, Loynell.
There’s the printer of this publica-
tion, Floydell, and my brothers’ kids
T.J. and Dee Dee; and aunts Chlo-
rine, Estelle and Ardelle—just to
mention a few. We are a proud and
colorful people.

The road not taken
Back to the inlaws. Marriage is a

great example of multiculturalism.
What could better exemplify the level
of difficulty involved in blending cul-
tures than a man and a woman in the
marital state?

Mrs. Warren (the other Mrs. War-
ren) has a great story she tells about

the day she and Mr. Warren decided to
spend the day by themselves, driving
up through northern Maine.

After raising eight children I’m
sure it took a little time to get used to
not having anyone around during the
day, and she had looked forward to
spending the time in the truck con-
versing and getting to know her hus-
band again in a new light.

There they were, relax-
ing and enjoying a beautiful

summer day, he behind
the wheel and she in

the seat next to him.
To her dismay each
time she attempted
to strike up a conver-

sation she was re-
buffed with an uninter-

ested grunt, uh-huh, or some
other conversation-killing device.

After several unsuccessful attempts
at communication, she gave up. But
not without a plan. The plan became a
game to see how long they would go
without speaking.

Hour after hour passed with no words
between them. Four hours later Walter
turned to Charlotte with words that will
forever live in infamy: “Want to go skin-
ny-dipping?” Again, hope deferred. I
really can’t say for sure, but I don’t think
they went skinny-dipping that day.

No boundaries
What I can conclude from this little

piece of family history is that rednecks
know no geographical boundaries.
Acceptance of cultural contrasts and
respect for regional divergence can go
a long way in bridging the gap be-
tween fellow countrymen as well as
those you love best.

Besides, Billy Bob, Chicken Jim,
Cooter, J.D. and Bo would’ve wanted
it that way.

Oh, did I mention the Warrens, hav-
ing raised eight children, have a high-
ly developed sense of forgiveness?

Congratulations, Warrens!

Columns and commentary

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—In the
March 25, 2002, issue of THE
JOURNAL I wrote an article “Is the

Feast Calendar God’s Litmus Test?”
I had been dismayed to watch peo-

ple who keep different calendars ver-
bally beat up other people who do not
agree with them.

I was irritated when people on both
sides of the issue used their calendar
views as a litmus test about who has a
better relationship with God.

In that article I wrote the paragraph:
“Even though I still use the calculated
Jewish calendar, which was used by the
Radio Church of God and Worldwide
Church of God, I strongly disagree with
people identifying the Jewish calendar
as the criterion to endorse a person’s
relationship with God.”

Emotional issue
At this time I want to briefly discuss

an issue that often sparks more emo-
tion than the calendar.

Are you a Binitarian or a Unitarian?
A few years ago I wasn’t sure what

people meant when they used those
two words. So I decided to find out.

I knew that the Radio Church of
God and the Worldwide Church of
God taught that God is a family with
two beings. But I came to learn that
those who accept this belief are called
Binitarians.

For the record, I am a Binitarian.
I also came to learn that many

Binitarians have a strong negative
reaction to Unitarians (who, as I
understand it, believe God is one in

every respect. An implication of their
belief is that Jesus is not God although
He is the Son of God).

To illustrate how highly an emo-
tional issue this is, consider the story
of  Michael Servetus, who lived in the
16th century. Considered by many to
be an early Unitarian,
he was burned at the
stake (at the behest of
John Calvin) for his
anti-Trinity writings.

While Binitarians of
today may not have the
same violent reaction
toward Unitarians as
the Trinitarians had to-
ward Michael Ser-
vetus, many have a
strong negative reac-
t ion to  Unitar ians
(strict monotheists).

Learning experience
Stephen Covey in his

book The 7 Habits of Highly Effective
People tells about the fifth habit: Seek
first to understand, then to be under-
stood.

At the 2001 Feast of Tabernacles I
had the opportunity to seek to under-
stand where some Unitarians were
coming from. I spent an evening with
four of my friends who happen to be
Unitarians.

These men are followers of Jesus
Christ who believe in the Kingdom of
God, the virgin birth, the sinlessness
of Jesus Christ, the crucifixion and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, the return
of Jesus Christ, law and grace, the Ten
Commandments and most of the same
things you believe.

Two of the men believed one
Unitarian theory, and two of the men

held to another Unitarian theory.
I am not mentioning their theories

because I am not promoting their the-
ories. However, I am promoting the
truth that love is more important than
mysteries and knowledge (1 Corin-
thians 13:2).

That night I acted
as moderator, which
meant that I men-
tioned a series of
scriptures and lis-
tened to my friends
explain their views.

Some of the scrip-
tures I mentioned
were Genesis 1:26,
John 1:1-3,  John
1:14,  John 8:58,
John 17:5, 1 Corin-
t h i a n s  1 0 : 4  a n d
Philippians 2:5-8.

They pat ient ly
explained their views,
and I  occasional ly

asked a follow-up question.
Even though their answers did not

convince me to change my mind, the
experience did reinforce my belief that
the Binitarian-Unitarian issue should
not be the criterion to endorse a per-
son’s relationship with God.

Going Protestant?
At this time I would like to describe

a possible discussion between myself
and any person who might disagree
with me.

Other person: Are you implying
that a Unitarian could possibly be my
brother in Christ? I am appalled that
you can call any Unitarian a brother.

My response: I am appalled that

Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities.

By Kathleen McCann

MILTON KEYNES, En-
gland—In this article I ex-
plore the history involved

in the development of religion as it
is understood today and the impor-
tance of community to a group of
believers.

It looks at how a switch was made
from the Christian church (Roman
Catholic) being all-powerful to the
state taking on the role of controlling
its citizens.

It considers ways in which people
realigned their understandings, lead-
ing to the rise of varying conflicting
perspectives about religion.

I look at the group, including the
congregation, as a forum for shared
experience while respecting the indi-
vidual and making allowance for
individual freedom within the group.

Finally, my article considers ways
in which the Worldwide Church of

God and other groups of our tradi-
tion have tried to reconcile varying
perspectives over the years while
responding to change.

This article for THE JOURNAL takes
a title based on
the most re-
cent module I
studied with
The Open Uni-
versity (based
i n  M i l t o n
Keynes, En-
gland): “Why
Is Religion Con-
troversial?”

The subject
is important to
o u r  u n d e r -

standing of ourselves in the Church-
es of God and how we understand
other people.

In a world that sees everything as
relativistic (being definitive runs the
risk of being judgmental), we were
told to explore the question rather
than to try to answer it specifically.

We were given two tools to help
us explore the subject: first how ten-
sions arise between people when

Why in the world is
religion controversial?

Multiculturalism collides with sacred names

“Do I really have to turn in my iPhone?”

See MUST THE ATMOSPHERE, page 24

Can Binitarians and Unitarians get along?

Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

See THE RELIGIOUS HAVE, page 21

The writer is a longtime Church
of God member writing under a
pseudonym.

By Felicia Northrup

Pastoral sexual misconduct is a
subject that most Church of
God leaders and other mem-

bers shun and avoid. The subject is
engulfed in shame and is the forbid-
den land of that which is taboo.

I generally went along with this
socially unacceptable topic of con-
versation in the Church of God; that
is, until the day it suddenly thrust its
ugly head into my life.

It was a time of great joy for me,
when this evil event happened. I had
the honor of taking a potential
church member to the house of a
leader in the Church of God, one
who was personally recommended
to me by a leading evangelist in
God’s church.

The evangelist had said the man
was of fine character and qualified
for my marriage counseling as well
as for the counseling of several
potential baptisms at the time.

Pastoral predator
I walked the baptismal candidate to

the door of this church leader, and,
after the candidate entered the house
of this leader, the leader grabbed me
suddenly and pressed me into his body
and his genitals in an intimate way that
is reserved for married couples.

That was when I began to grapple
with the unbelievable happening
to me.

Thus began a series of events that
left me eventually with no church
fellowship, extremely severe PTSD
(posttraumatic stress disorder) and
the illusion that I was sexually im-
moral myself, having done some-
thing to seduce the esteemed leader.

My experience is not an uncom-
mon experience among humanity,
though. I have had the honor of
coming into contact with serious
scholars who actively research this
subject with the goal of educating
people to the truth surrounding it.

In the article “How Clergy Sexual
Misconduct Happens: A Qualitative
Study of First-Hand Accounts,” Di-

Longtime member relates
untold story of COG sex abuse

See I HAVE PERSONAL, page 21

Kathleen McCann

Michael Servetus burning at
the stake in 1553
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Feastgoers in and near Florida panhandle hear varied messages
balmy, the temperature ideal for the
5,000 or so Feastgoers at the dozen
sites within a two hours’ drive of Des-
tin. The sites stretched from Panama
City, Fla., on the east to Foley, Ala., on
the west along an almost-straight line
along the stretch of the Gulf Coast called
the Emerald Coast.

The eateries were bountiful, facilities
for recreational and educational activi-
ties abundant. But the messages and fel-
lowship were, as ever, the heart of the
Feast.

What was the state of the Sabbatarian
Churches of God at the Feast 2000, if
one can judge by those messages? Were
10 of the observances along the Gulf of
Mexico typical of Feast observances
around the world?

Readers of THE JOURNAL can better
judge that for themselves from their
own Feast experiences and from Feast
reports that will trickle in to THE
JOURNAL over the next three or four
months. But in this article are ex-
cerpts—and on these pages are photo-
graphs—of festival observances that for
the most part are no doubt representative
of what many of your brethren heard
wherever they attended.

Church of God Big Sandy:
No justice in the land

Mark Gully, a member from
Waco, Texas, spoke on the first
day of the Feast, Oct. 14, at the

Church of God Big Sandy’s site at the
Pelican Resort in Destin.

“When you think of the Feast, what do
you think about?” Mr. Gully asked the
239 people present. Church? Travel?
Lessons learned? Happiness? A millenni-
al setting? The lame walking? The blind
seeing? Joy springing forth in the wilder-
ness? Universal prosperity? Salvation?

All those things will abound in the
Kingdom and Millennium, said Mr.
Gully, and so will “justice.” Justice, the
subject of his sermon, is sorely lacking
in our world, he declared.

In gathering material for his sermon,
Mr. Gully had recently attended a trial in
Waco: the Branch Davidians vs. the
U.S. government.

“In that trial I heard lying that was not
questioned,” he said. “I’m not taking
sides in that situation, but I don’t think
justice was done there.”

Injustice abounds in places besides
Waco, he said. Babies by the millions
are aborted. Marriages are self-destruct-
ing. “Wealth” is “forcibly redistributed”
by self-serving governments.

“It’s one thing to give of one’s sub-
stance to help, and we should do that.
It’s another thing to suffer the injustice
of the forced redistribution of property.”

Politicians sell national secrets with
impunity to enemies: That’s an injustice.
Pork is rampant in Congress. Federal
and local government abuses the princi-
ple of “eminent domain,” allowing land
to be taken from its owners for the “big-
ger public good,” which amounts to le-
galized theft of private property.

“Every once in a while one gets a
feeling that something’s just not right in
the land. How did things get to be the
way they are? Sometimes you start
thinking about what it’s going to take to
right all of the injustices, all the unrigh-
teousness, all the problems. I tell you it’s
a big job.”

The brethren were in Florida and
elsewhere to observe the Feast “because
we’re looking for something that is
totally out of this world, something
that’s inconceivable in this world.”

To learn about justice, he advised,
read the book of Proverbs. That reposi-
tory of wisdom “helps us understand
how to think.” It “puts thoughts in our
minds, God’s thoughts.”

Neither George Bush nor Al Gore can
establish justice in the land. “This world
is so far removed from just weights and
measures in the spiritual sense that it is
going to take a miracle to get it back to
where it should be. It’s going to take
restoration of all things to bring real jus-
tice on the face of this earth. Until that
time we have a lot to do.”

What should the brethren busy them-
selves with in the meantime? How
should they help to restore justice in the
world?

“Well, we have to get ready to be a
part of that restoration,” said Mr. Gully.

But even thinking of the implementa-
tion of justice as a “restoration” can be a
bit misleading, he said, because God’s
justice is not a “patch” of an old system.
It is new. It’s something the world has

not experienced—at least not on the
scale of the world that will be during the
Millennium.

“All glory goes to God. He is the
source of justice. You are not going to

get true justice from Janet Reno, Bill
Clinton, Al Gore, George Bush, Dick
Cheney or any politician.”

Quoting verses in Jeremiah 23, Mr.
Gully said God desires “a people,” a
faithful group, to “go on year in and year
out, day in and day out, becoming just
through conversion.”

In the meantime, “do we just sit
around and do nothing?”

No, he said. “Everything we learn
and put into practice now during our
lives God will use in the future. He is

looking for a people, a people who are
agreeable, a people who are teachable,
a people who desire and yearn for
His rule.”

The Feast of Tabernacles, he con-
cluded, “shows salvation.”

“It shows where God’s ultimate jus-
tice reigns. It shows the effect of His
complete rulership in the lives of any-
one. It shows us why we struggle, why
we don’t give up.”

God uses Christians “as a testimony
today, and He will use us to establish
justice at His return and to build that
foundation.”

“We all yearn for real justice, and
thank God it is coming.”

Visit the Church of God Big Sandy at
churchofgodbigsandy.com.

Friends of the Sabbath:
The tabernacle of the Lord

Friends of the Sabbath International
sponsored a site at The Crescent, a
resort in Destin. Organized by

John Merritt, a physician from Ocono-
mowoc, Wis., the Friends Feast followed
a nontraditional format: interactive Bible
studies. Indeed, it had been advertised as
a “Feast without sermons.”

The day THE JOURNAL attended, 27
people heard Charles McLendon of
Hawkins, Texas, make a presentation on
the tabernacle in the wilderness. While
Mr. McLendon spoke, anyone in the
room could interrupt with questions or
comments.

The ark of the covenant, said Mr.

McLendon, symbolized the throne of
God. If one properly understands the
symbolism of the the pattern given of
the tabernacle, then one can gain under-
standing of truths in the book of
Revelation.

For example, in the camp of Israel
light shone continuously, analogous to
light that is “the Lord God Jehovah,”
who led the Israelites out of Egypt.

“We can know God only by what He

reveals,” said Mr. McLendon. “We can’t
guess. We can’t read someone else’s lit-
erature. We can’t find out from anyone
what God says other than His Word.”

The Bible, especially in Hebrews 8
and 9, shows that “these things” were a
“shadow” that can instruct God’s people
in the latter days.

“Only God can write on the fleshly
tables of the heart,” said Mr. McLendon.
“You are the work of God. No man can
do the work of God.”

In the context of the tabernacle, the
“work of God,” he con-
cluded, is “the writing of
His law on the tables of
stone and on the tables
of your heart . . . All
those things were a pat-
tern of the heavenly.”

COG of Central
Arkansas and
Churches of God
Outreach Ministries:
Mount Everest and
optimism

The Church of
God of Central
Arkansas (pas-

tored by James Ussery),
Churches of God Out-
reach ministries (which
has addresses in
Oklahoma, Texas and
England) and several

other independent Church of God
groups jointly sponsored a site at the
Four Points Sheraton in Fort Walton
Beach, a few miles west of Destin.

On the second day of the Feast, Oct.
15, 2000, Marshall Bryan of Mount Ber-
ry, Ga., delivered a sermon to 160 lis-
teners about positive thinking.

Mr. Bryan, a high-school teacher
back in Georgia, said the phrase “Yes, I
will” contains three of the most potent
words in any language.

He cited the example of a Mrs. Page
(he didn’t know her first name) who
back in the days of the American Indian
wars crawled 16 miles through a desert
after being attacked and left for dead by
a wandering tribe. Mrs. Page made it
back to civilization in spite of the abo-

riginal attack, 110-degree heat, dehydra-
tion and a broken leg.

Mr. Marshall cited other examples of
perseverance, including the apostle
Paul’s.

“How many people do you know
who, when a marriage gets boring and
conflicts get to be more than just occa-
sional, just throw the marriage away like
an old pair of shoes that don’t fit well
anymore?”

Christianity is not a 100-yard dash,
he said. It’s more like a marathon.

Or it’s like climbing to the top of
Mount Everest.

“We have a course to run. We have a
life to be lived. But it’s longer than just
a few laps around a track. The course
starts with our commitment to follow
Christ and ends when you feel that
string snap across your chest when you
go across.”

“Who will separate a believer from
the love of Christ?” Mr. Bryan asked,
referring to Roman 8:35-37.

“We are more than conquerors
through Him who loves us,” he conclud-
ed. “Who will make it? Will you make
it? Will I make it? I will.”

United Church of God:
Birthing into the family of God

At services sponsored by the
United Church of God, an In-
ternational Association, in Pana-

ma City, Fla., on the third day of the
Feast, Oct. 16, Al Mischnick of Little
Rock, Ark., spoke to 1,700 of the
brethren of a happy event: the inducting
of new subjects into God’s Kingdom or,
as Mr. Mischnick put it, “new gods born
into God’s family.”

In the process of changing into “new
little gods,” Mr. Mischnick said, “you
and I must become childlike. That’s my
subject for today: becoming childlike.”

He quoted from Matthew 18, where
Jesus says a would-be follower of His
must become as a little child.

“How do you do that?” asked Mr.
Mischnick. “Do we go back down to a
little tiny child’s level and live that
way?”

Hardly. Jesus, said the pastor, was
talking about state of mind and attitude.

Mr. Mischnick said he likes to medi-
tate on the concept of becoming part of
God’s family.

“I have to wonder sometimes: When
God’s children are born into His family,
do you suppose there will be some kind
of happy celebration with the blessing of
the new little God children? Just a
thought.”

When the brethren see Him they will
surely want to run up and throw their
arms around God and thank Him as their
Father.

“I hope we think that way,” Mr.
Mischnick said. “It’s an important part of
our continuing process of conversion to
come to that realization: that we are to be
just like little children and to have that
happy feeling when we approach God.”

Then “we can become humble as lit-
tle God children.”

Visit the United Church of God on
the Web at ucg.org.

Intercontinental Church of God:
The spirit of prophecy

About a mile from the UCG ser-
vices, in Panama City Beach, the
Intercontinental Church of God,

headquartered near Tyler, Texas, met for
the Feast. For services on the third day
James Lamb of Birmingham, Ala.,
spoke about a Christian’s destiny to be
“born again” into the family of God.

“We’ll be born into the God family
and into the Kingdom of God and gov-
ernment of God,” he told the 523 people
present.

The brethren, he explained, are in a
period of training to prepare them for the
Kingdom.

“Whether we enlisted or got drafted,
it matters not. You’re here. Once you’ve
been given that truth, you have a great
responsibility.”

Mr. Lamb quoted Worldwide Church
of God founder Herbert Armstrong say-
ing many years ago at Feast sites that if
the brethren were keeping the Feast to
obtain salvation and salvation only they
were there for the wrong reason.

“God could have just as well waited
and given you salvation when Israel and
the millions and billions of people come
up,” Mr. Lamb said, citing Ezekiel 37.

“But God has called you to bear the
responsibility, to do a work. As Mr.
Herbert W. used to liken it, God called
you to hold his arms up.”

The brethren contribute to “the
work,” he said, “with our finances and
our offerings. That’s our part. That may
not be all we’re responsible for, but
that’s a great part of it. We have that
responsibility.”

Is the church making itself ready, as
Jesus admonishes it to do? Mr. Lamb
asked.

Besides Commandment-keeping and
financially supporting the work of the
church, the Church of God must have
the “spirit of prophecy” before it can
accomplish God’s will, said Mr. Lamb.

“Prophecy is an ongoing thing; the
revealing of it is an ongoing thing . . .
You cannot sound the trumpet aloud and
warn God’s people without the spirit of
prophecy. It’s absolutely impossible.
Just think about it.”

Mr. Lamb quoted from one of his
favorite chapters, Ezekiel 37, about the
valley of dry bones, which represents
the dead living again. And he talked
about “law and grace.”

“Grace is by the grace of God we all
live,” he said. “But, listen, salvation
comes by the law too.”

The calling of a Christian is to obey
God, “to do a work” and “to be a future
ruler or teacher in the world tomorrow.

“Brethren, our future is so bright and
so real. It’s something you can under-
stand. It’s something you can look for-
ward to and pray about: Thy Kingdom
come to this earth, to bring peace, pros-
perity, happiness, to end suffering and
pain and sorrow.

“We should all be a-praying for Thy
Kingdom to come.”

Visit the ICG and the Garner Ted
Armstrong Evangelistic Association on
the Web at intercontinentalcog.org.

Living Church of God: Explaining
the Holy Spirit to a Trinitarian

Sixty miles east of Destin is Panama
City, site of the Feast site spon-
sored by the Living Church of God

of San Diego, Calif.
On the fourth day of the Feast, Oct.

17, Lambert Greer of Terre Haute, Ind.,
preached about the Holy Spirit and
God’s plan, which Mr. Greer described
as one of the “18 truths” God revealed to

In gathering material for his sermon, minister Mark Gully had
recently attended a trial in Waco: the Branch Davidians vs. the
U.S. government. ‘I don’t think justice was done there,’ he said.

Continued from page 1

FEAST 2000—Left photo: Fred Coulter, founder of the Christian Biblical
Church of God, Hollister, Calif., stands with his wife, Dolores, at the church’s Feast site
in Pensacola, Fla. Right photo: Loren Weinbrenner of Big Sandy, Texas (left), visits
with Sue Blumel of Salt Lake City, Utah, at the site in Panama City, Fla., sponsored by
the United Church of God. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]

See BRETHREN HEAR, page 5

THE SOUND OF MUSIC—Trumpeters make a joyful noise during the 2000
Feast. From left: Andrew Spellman, Shane Harper and Steve Simmons, all of the
Orlando, Fla., area, make music for the brethren at the site sponsored by God’s
Church Worldwide, headquartered in Orlando. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]
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Brethren hear about God, the work of the church, the Kingdom
WCG founder Herbert Armstrong.

That truth, he said, is that true Chris-
tians will be born into God’s family at
the resurrection.

“Conviction [regarding this doctrine]
has been replaced for many with doubt
and questions,” said Mr. Greer. “Since
God is eternal, without beginning of
days, and man does have a beginning,
can man ever be on the same level as the
Creator?”

Some Bible students have concluded,
he said, that man “can never be God as
God is God.

“I’m not quite sure what that state-
ment means, but you know, brethren,
these questions of doubt have simple
and direct answers.”

Yes, God is eternal, but God has
promised man eternal life. Therefore,
said Mr. Greer, it shouldn’t be difficult
to believe man can become God.

“Those who say God cannot repro-
duce Himself are calling God impotent
and barren,” he said. “This is to blas-
pheme the very power of our God. It is
to place limits upon Him.”

On the other hand, he said, the WCG
never said man would become “God as
God is God.” Man, though destined to
become part of God’s family, will al-
ways be subservient to God, as is Jesus,
the firstborn of many brethren.

Mr. Greer critiqued the doctrine of the
Trinity: that God is one Spirit but three
“persons.” But the Holy Spirit is not
really a separate entity or separate “per-
son,” he said. It is the “power of God.”

Some people, even in the Churches of
God, are “hesitant,” said Mr. Greer, to
believe and teach that man will become
God, just as the Jews were skeptical of
Jesus when He said, as quoted in John
10:31, that He and the Father are “one.”

Some in the Churches of God “kind of
hedge,” he said. “They say we’ll be the
family of God. But that can be understood
in many ways. They consider it blasphe-
my to think that man will be God.”

But “in God’s eyes we are indeed
gods,” he said, citing Psalm 82:6: “You
are gods, and all of you are children of
the Most High.”

“Jesus was not an angel,” said Mr.
Greer. “He was indeed the Son of God.”
Whatever Jesus is man will become
when he is resurrected.

The existence of Jesus “is the
strongest evidence that God’s purpose is
that we be His very children, that we
brethren are also begotten of the Father,
that we are His kind and that we will
indeed be His children.”

Although Jesus is God, along with the
Father, Jesus is not equal to the Father,
said Mr. Greer, quoting Philippians 2:6.

“No, we will not be an equal. We will
worship, and we will serve, and we will
obey the Father.”

Jesus was the “first begotten.” Follow-
ing in His footsteps are “many brethren.”
The Feast of Tabernacles pictures
mankind’s birth into the family of God.

“When this day is fulfilled, if you
have yielded yourself and have been an
overcomer, you will rule with Jesus
Christ. You will be a part of the family.”

Visit the Living Church of God on
the Web at lcg.org.

Christian Educational Ministries:
Gypsies, nomads and floaters

Afew miles from Destin sits Nice-
ville, site of the Feast observance
sponsored by Christian Educa-

tional Ministries of Tyler, Texas. In
attendance on the fifth day of the Feast,
Oct. 18, 2000, were more than 700 of
the brethren who had come to hear
CEM founder Ron Dart.

Mr. Dart, who likes to point out that
he doesn’t mind making controversial
statements, announced that Church of
God folks whose habit is to attend many
congregations and other fellowships are
“nomads” and “gypsies.” Such people,
he maintained, miss out on the benefits
of consistent fellowship with a single
congregation.

“I have made an observation that the
Churches of God are at a crossroads,” he
said. “At this moment they are deciding
who they are and what they are going
to be.”

The next generation of the Churches of
God, he predicted, will fall into two cate-
gories: One will be fatalistic and compla-
cent, even pathetic and dying. The other
will be active, busy and growing.

Important to the growth of the
church, he said, is that it be cooperative
and maintain fellowship on a local level.
If it does not do that, it will perform lit-
tle useful work toward fulfilling the

commission of Matthew 28:19-20.
“I have a reputation for thinking out-

side the box,” he said. “Some even think
I forget where the box is. But somebody
somewhere has got to make us think
about things we may not have thought
about before. I feel that is part of the
calling God has laid on my shoulders.”

Then Mr. Dart made two assertions
that brethren in many independent con-
gregations—and even many itinerant
brethren—would agree with:

All evangelism is personal.
Every church is local.

Some will point out that the thrust of
Mr. Dart’s ministry isn’t personal. He’s
got a radio program. He engages in mass
evangelism.

That’s true in a sense, he admitted.
But radio evangelism, even though it
uses a mass medium, is “about as per-
sonal as it can get.” When he speaks to a
microphone, he is heard by individuals
on a personal level. Therefore his is a
personal ministry after all.

“When I broadcast I am doing a per-

sonal Bible study, an intimate Bible
study, with one other person. Maybe it’s
a truck driver on his way west out of San
Antonio late at night. It may be a house-
wife doing the ironing while she’s lis-
tening to my program. It’s just me and
her, just me and that trucker.”

So evangelism, by definition, even
though it can appear to be a mass effort,
is really personal, Mr. Dart believes.

“Also, every church is local. Since
the church is an assembly, it exists of
necessity in community. By definition it
is local. It’s an assembly.”

If Christians do not locally focus,
they neglect the gifts listed in Ephesians
4:11-16.

“Now, what are those gifts: apostles,
prophets, evangelists, pastors, teachers?
Perhaps in your tradition you’ve gone
through all the arguments about these
being gifts, not offices—all that rigma-
role.” But “in many cases we have for-

gotten entirely what they are for.”
Verse 12 is the key, he said, specif-

ically the word for.
The purpose of the church is “for”

the “equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry” and “for the edifying of the
Body of Christ.” He defined “ministry”
as “service,” not the “institutional” min-

istry of church organi-
zations.

The saints cannot
be equipped and the
body cannot be edified
if the brethren float
from local church to local church, said
Mr. Dart.

Every part of the (local) church must
participate in the process of equipping
the brethren for ministry, or service. And
the brethren can’t do that if they’re not
in for the long haul to organize and teach
and support their brethren.

“We live in an age of division,” he
said. “The church is as balkanized as
I’ve ever seen the church. It’s not just
the Churches of God. It’s going on

everywhere.”
At least half of the “saints and believ-

ers in our tradition,” he said, “are what I
would call spiritual nomads. They’re
gypsies. They have no church home.
They have no roots down anywhere.
They have no commitment anywhere.”

When nomadic, gypsylike, floating
brethren attend a congregation, they
should be welcomed as “honored guests
and visitors,” but they should not be
expected to “act like they are members
of the body.”

Does Mr. Dart mean they are not part
of the Body of Christ?

“When I speak of the church in this
sense, I am talking about the local
church, not the larger spiritual body.
Sometimes I have to define my terms.”

“Membership” is an important con-
cept for a Christian, he said. The very
word member comes from an analogy of
the body of believers to the body of a
human being. It is anatomically correct
to call a right arm a member. Likewise a
left leg is a member.

“These members cannot be detached
from the body and survive,” said Mr.
Dart. “In other words, the body is inte-
grated . . . Everything in the body is a
part of the overall process.

“If you are a member of the church,
you have to be attached to it. I think you
should treat these spiritual gypsies as
honored guests and treat them well. But,
unless you can make a distinction be-
tween members and visitors, you will
not be able to fulfill this objective.”

Mr. Dart then directly addressed the
members of his audience who regularly
attend no specific congregation.

“To you people who call yourself
floaters: I love you dearly, you who are
nomads, drifters, gypsies in church. We
love you to death, but there is a sense in
which you need to realize you are not a
member of the church.

“Oh, you’re a member of the great
spiritual church in heaven. That’s fine.
But that’s not what the church is about.
That’s not what the church is for. The
church is an assembly. I would say it’s
possible for a person to be a saint but not
to be a member . . . You are not attached;

you’re not committed; you’re not con-
nected.”

Because there’s a whole lot of
floating going on, a lot of what pass-
es for “fellowship,” he said, is really
“schmoozing.”

One thing is for certain, he continued:
“You’re not a part of the work of the

church. And don’t forget for a minute
when I speak of the church in this ser-
mon I mean the local church. There is a
local church.”

A problem with living the carefree
life of a gypsy, he said, is that “you’re
absent from the spiritual gifts that are in
the church to accomplish the things that
we’ve talked about before: to perfect the
saints, to edify the Body of Christ, to
create unity, to create the perfect man in
the stature of Christ.

“If you are out there wandering
around from place to place, you are not
in the body of that church, and the spiri-
tual gifts that are there are of no value to
you whatsoever.”

Furthermore, “whatever spiritual gift
you have is not making any contribution
to the church at all.”

The brethren need to feel free to
reprove, correct and instruct each other,
said Mr. Dart. But how can they do that
if they’re not part of any group?

“For somebody to correct you,
you’ve got to have a buddy come up to
you and say, ‘Buddy, you’re wrong,’and
you have to take it.”

In a Matthew 18 situation, when a
brother has a dispute with a brother and
he is obliged to take the dispute to “the
church,” that is a “pointless” principle
“unless the church means something,”
said Mr. Dart.

“Candidly, unless the church means
the local church—people who look each
other in the face every week, people
who work together on programs, people
who collectively solve difficulties—
Matthew 18 means nothing. I think
that’s why Matthew 18 doesn’t mean
much in our tradition.”

The church, said the CEM founder,
needs a “systematic program of biblical
instruction.”

“If you sit around relying on the inde-
pendent members of the church to go
out and do this themselves, you will still
be waiting when Christ comes back.
But, if you will study together, changes
can begin to take place in your church.”

Every congregation needs training
and expertise in what Mr. Dart referred
to as the “work of the ministry.”

“One of the things I tumbled to about
20 years ago was an awareness that what
we had previously called the work of the
ministry is the work of everybody.”

The work of the ministry, he said, is
the visiting of the sick and elderly, the
helping out of people who are poor,
assisting people in finding jobs.

“These are the work not of the elders
but of the people. How do we learn how
to do the work of the ministry, which in
my lexicon means service?”

Mr. Dart suggested ways to heed his
exhortations.

“Get all your members together,
around the table, and talk this over,” he
advised. “In every community there are
many, many volunteer services, and
most of them have training programs.”

He cited the Red Cross, the United
Way, crisis centers, hospices and hos-
pitals.

“I daresay a lot of you people feel
helpless when you walk into a hospital
room and somebody’s dying of cancer.
In some cases that’s precisely the
reason you don’t go, which is a shame
and a pity.”

Members of a church can compile a
“list of possibilities” of service and
training. “Then bring everything back to
church and share it. This is a way the
church can begin to train for the min-
istry and for the really important things
that ministers do, which is to hold the
hand of somebody who’s dying.

“These are the work of the ministry,
things that God looks upon with great
approval. He is not particularly im-
pressed with our doctrinal papers.”

A local church, with its members
working together, can “insulate” itself
against “idiots” with “harebrained
ideas” about doctrine, said Mr. Dart.

“Make your church a learning zone.
But never forget you can’t leave it to the
individual; you’ve got to do it together.”

Mr. Dart got even more specific
about members of a church working
together. He related a way to “seek and
rescue” members with whom contact
has been lost.

“Step 1,” he began: “Get everybody
around that table. Get out pads and
brainstorm. Put down on that paper the
name of everyone you can think of who
ever attended a church in our tradition in
your area.”

Step 2: Find addresses and phone
numbers of all the people on the list.
Then “give them a call. When you call
them, ask them if they can think of
anybody else. Piggyback on every per-
son you contact. Compile a mailing
list of people who used to be in the
faith, okay?”

Step 3: Assign someone, preferably
“some artsy type,” to buy greeting cards
and rolls of stamps.

“Buy greeting cards. Do not print
them up on your local church’s comput-
er. Look like you’ve spent a little time
and money to get them, and spend it. Do
this before Passover. Sit around the table
again together and handwrite messages
on these cards to all these people individ-
ually, and hand-address the envelopes.

“Tell them when the Passover is. Tell
them you were thinking about them as
the Passover approached. You want
them to know they will be welcome at
the Passover.”

Mr. Dart thinks Passover is a good
date to target because Passover “flushes
more members out of the woodwork”
than any other occasion of the year.

“People need a place to keep the
Passover where they will feel wel-
comed, where they won’t be screened at
the door. Let them know it’s safe for
them to come.”

Then repeat the procedure before the
Feast of Tabernacles and before any
other special event, including potlucks
and picnics.

“In the process let these people know
that if they ever need you they can call
you. Give them your phone number.
You just never know.”

Mr. Dart continued with step 5: “Get
back around the table and make a new
list. This time think of everyone you
know who has never been in a church in
our tradition but who has expressed an
interest in the Bible, no matter how
slight, or who is in trouble or who is sick
or out of work or divorced or has lost a
relative or what have you.”

Address handwritten cards to them
on special occasions: illnesses, deaths,
Bible studies, Thanksgiving Day.

“Will these things increase your at-
tendance?” Mr. Dart asked. “Maybe.
Maybe not. But they’re the right thing to
do. They will pull your gang together,
and they’ll encourage the people who
need it really bad.”

Mr. Dart concluded with another
thought about evangelism: How does
the local church evangelize?

“It should be evident by now that the
primary work of evangelism of a local
church is its own community. It should
also be evident that evangelism is still
personal, that it is carried on by people

‘To you people who call yourself floaters: I love you dearly,
you who are nomads, drifters, gypsies in church,’ Mr. Dart

said. ‘We love you to death, but there is a sense in which you
need to realize you are not a member of the church.’

FLORIDA FEASTS—Left photo: Friends visit at the
Christian Biblical Church of God’s site in Pensacola, Fla. From
left are Gerrie and Jay Whitlow of Moody, Texas, and Ruby
and Jack Baker of Melbourne, Fla. Right photo: Brandi Kurr
of Mounds, Okla., and Trey Cartwright of Big Sandy, Texas,
dine at one of the many restaurants along the Gulf Coast in
Florida. Miss Kurr and Mr. Cartwright attended the Church of
God Big Sandy’s site in Destin. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]

ICG FEAST—James Lamb, elder from
Birmingham, Ala., dines during a ministe-
rial luncheon during the Feast at the site
sponsored by the Intercontinental Church
of God in Florida. Mr. Lamb was one of the
speakers during the Feast in 2000. [Photo
by Dixon Cartwright]
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Messages include Millennium, holding fast, God’s standard
who are proficient and equipped.”

Evangelism is more than an “argu-
ment,” he said. “Evangelism is more
than a set of beliefs. Evangelism is more
than dogma. Evangelism is ministry.

“Now, go home and get this done.”

Christian Biblical Church of God:
Counterfeiting the Millennium

The Christian Biblical Church of
God, founded by Fred Coulter
and headquartered in Hollister,

Calif., sponsored a Feast site in nearby
Pensacola, Fla., in 2000. Some 150 peo-
ple came together to listen to the man
they usually hear only on tape record-
ings talk about “Satan’s counterfeit mil-
lennium.”

“Satan is going to have his counter-
feit millennium, and he is going to bring
it upon this earth in such a way that it’s
going to look like the greatest thing that
has ever happened in the history of the
world,” said Mr. Coulter.

Satan will accomplish this in part
because his work over the centuries has
culminated in an “occult society.”

The occult society trains children
from first grade on up in “all the ways of
Satan.”

What if children everywhere read the
Bible with the same diligence with
which they’re reading the Harry Potter
series of books? Mr. Coulter asked.

“We have been so programmed,
taught and educated in this society into
the ways of Satan the devil that, when he
brings the beast on the scene, as we’ll
see a little later, it is going to be awe-
some indeed.”

Mr. Coulter warned that the United
Nations is a de-facto country, even
though it has no territory of its own.
The UN, among other things, is work-
ing to promote the “Vatican’s agenda”
so it will be accepted eventually by the
whole world.

Resisting the influence of the devil is
an educational process, he said. And,
because Satan uses the public schools to
further his agenda, the brethren might
want to consider homeschooling their
offspring.

“There are many people I know in the
Church of God who have had tremen-
dous success with homeschooling. I’m
not saying take your kids out of public
school, but I’m saying you might check
out what they’re teaching at the public
school where your children attend.”

Recently, said Mr. Coulter, the U.S.
Senate and House of Representatives
passed resolutions recommending that
President Clinton favor full representa-
tion of the Vatican as a nation, with a
vote in the UN general assembly.

Mr. Coulter quoted from Revelation
13 and said he finds it “interesting” that
the Protestant reformers “understood
that the identity of the Roman Catholic
Church was the woman of Revelation
17. But unfortunately they didn’t come
far enough out of the system.”

He talked about the mark of the
beast. It is not Sunday observance, as
some have thought, he said, even
though Sunday observance is “a sign of
the system.” The mark itself could be
computer software and hardware called
“Digital Angel,” a system already devel-
oped that could mandate that people
could not engage in any kind of business
dealings unless they had been embed-
ded with computer chips in their right
hands and foreheads.

Mr. Coulter reassured his audience
with his belief that many of the “seniors”
in the Churches of God would be safely
in their graves before the most traumatic
of prophesied end-time events.

“I know it’s not a cheerful message to
bring these things out of gloom and
doom, but we are obligated to give the
warning.”

Visit the Christian Biblical Church of
God on the Web at cbcg.org.

God’s Church Worldwide:
Soldiers of God

God’s Church Worldwide (GCW)
of Orlando, Fla., founded by Rob
Elliott of Clarcona, Fla., spon-

sored a Feast site in Destin, Fla.
The GCW was the only Feast obser-

vance at which the four people in THE
JOURNAL’s party were politely detained
at the door until an usher could check
with an elder before allowing them to
enter the meeting hall.

All’s well that ends well, however.
An elder, in this case Pastor Elliott, did
grant the requested permission to enter.
In fact, when Mr. Elliott realized his
usher was turning away this writer and

the other three friends representing THE
JOURNAL, he sprinted from the stage in
the front of the meeting room to the
back door and told his usher: “That’s
Dixon! Let him in!” Then THE JOURNAL
and friends were warmly received by the
brethren.

Delivering the sermon to about 140
Feastgoers on the seventh day of the
Feast, Oct. 20, was Mark Little, a high-
school teacher from Cherokee, N.C.

The Feast of Tabernacles this year
was great, said Mr. Little, because God
was enabling the brethren “to recapture
the spirit that Mr. Armstrong had when
he was alive,” including Mr. Arm-
strong’s teachings and the “energy that
flowed through him as the leader.”

Mr. Little said the present state of the
Churches of God is “unfortunate,” but it
should come as no surprise to a student
of the Bible.

He drew an analogy between the
present members of the Church of God
and the World War II generation of he-
roes who took on the empires of Hitler,
Mussolini and Hirohito and “brought

those empires crashing down.”
Franklin Roosevelt, Winston Chur-

chill and other Allied leaders comprised
perhaps the greatest generation in his-
tory, except for one, said Mr. Little.

The lone exception is a generation of
people prophesied in the Bible: the
Church of God at the time of the end,
which “will succeed in bringing happi-
ness to the whole of mankind.”

Mr. Little talked about the 144,000 of
Revelation 14. The 144,000 consist of
the firstfruits in God’s Kingdom, those
who will train the rest of humanity to
learn God’s way of life.

“This is clearly something we learned
under Mr. Armstrong while he was

alive,” said Mr. Little, “yet it has
been trampled on by individuals
close to him who have no clue
about what’s going on right now,
who have no clue that God’s

timetable has moved forward.”
The 144,000 are described in Reve-

lation 17:14 as called, chosen and
faithful. But “are people in the Church
of God today remaining faithful? It’s a
good question, and you can answer it
only by examining yourself in con-
junction with what God’s Word says.”

Mr. Little listed the seven churches of
Revelation 2-3 and talked about each
one, beginning with Ephesus and ending
with Laodicea.

The sixth, the church at Sardis, he
described as the group Mr. Armstrong
came into contact with in the 1930s, the
Church of God 7th Day.

“Then in Revelation 3:8 we read
about the Philadelphians, who have “lit-

tle strength” but have not denied Jesus’
name.

“Brethren, that is basically the era
that all of us were called into, except for
a few that I know of. And look how
many people have denied the name of
Christ.”

The Laodiceans, members of the sev-
enth church, the seventh era, are a part

of the 144,000, “but they go through a
hellish process to get there.”

Mr. Little listed three “elements of
faith” for Christians to consider:

One must fully acknowledge
God’s revelation and truth. “You prove
it; you see with your own eyes that it is
the truth.”

One must surrender to God.
One’s conduct must be inspired by

such surrender.
“In other words, you need to start liv-

ing the way God intended you to live, by
His laws and His commandments,
which unfortunately have been trashed
in the Church of God.”

The modern era is a “crucial time” in

the history of the church, said Mr. Little.
“God’s Word shows us two groups of

people alive prior to the return of Jesus
Christ: one group in a state of denial
about what is happening, another small
group alert to what is going on in human
affairs and in church affairs.”

Each group must face the “undiscov-
ered moments” that determine whether
it becomes part of the greatest genera-
tion or not.

What must the church be doing in the
current situation?

“Exhort, encourage, stir up and re-
buke, correct, admonish,” said Mr. Lit-
tle. “Sometimes, brethren, we have to
get a little tough when we do that be-
cause we’re dealing with Laodiceanism,
blindness, lukewarmness. Sometimes
we just need a good swift kick in the
pants to get us going.”

But “we do that with all authority. All
authority comes from Jesus Christ. We

don’t personally have that authority.”
The purpose of the lives of the con-

verted brethren is “to prepare them-
selves to marry Jesus Christ and teach
their children. Who are our children?
The 144,000 and the innumerable multi-
tude of gentiles who are spared the Day
of the Lord.”

Mr. Little’s final scripture was He-
brews 12:1, which speaks of “the race that
is set before us” while “we are surround-
ed by so great a cloud of witnesses.”

Who are the witnesses? “They’re list-
ed for you in chapter 11.”

They include Abel, Enoch, Noah,
Abraham, Sarah, Jacob, Joseph, Moses,
David and Gideon, and “Mr. Arm-
strong’s now a part of that list.”

“Let us,” Mr. Little concluded, “lay
aside every weight and sin which does
so easily beset us, and let us run with
patience the race that is set before us . . .
Brethren, as we leave this Feast we
must each go out on the battlefield and
hold up the life-giving plasma of the
Word of God and help them, not try to
kill them with false doctrines from
Satan the devil.”

Mr. Little exhorted the brethren to
carry out the commission, which is “to
prepare for the Kingdom of God. It is
our life. Let’s go forward and fulfill that
commission. Time is short. Hold fast.”

He raised his hand in salute to the
audience and exclaimed, “Soldiers of
God!”

Visit God’s Church Worldwide on the
Web at gcww.org.

A Feast site with no name:
God’s standard

The most unusual of the 10 sites THE
JOURNAL visited in 2000 was the
one in Foley, Ala., about 20 miles

west of Pensacola, Fla. A group overseen
by Ron Wallen of Jackson, Miss., 513
strong on the day of THE JOURNAL’s visit,
met Oct. 21 for two Bible studies to
observe the Last Great Day.

The speaker for the morning study
was Philip Neal of Collinsville, Miss.
Mr. Wallen spoke in the afternoon.

The group, meeting at the Foley con-
vention center, was made up of Church
of God brethren who believe they
should not leave the Worldwide Church

of God, in spite of their profound dis-
agreement and distress over the WCG’s
doctrinal changes of the mid-’90s.

Even though they take great excep-
tion to the WCG’s revised teachings on
law and grace and the nature of God and
its move from weekly meetings on the
Sabbath to services on Sunday, they
maintain that the WCG is God’s true
church, and it is not proper for a Church
of God member to “rebel” against it by
voluntarily leaving it.

Mr. Neal expounded on the meaning
of the day, the Last Great Day of the
Feast, and the group’s view of its place
in the history of the Churches of God
and in God’s plan.

Mr. Neal had just returned from a
visit to another Feast site, one sponsored
by the Worldwide Church of God in
Davenport, Iowa. His description didn’t
sound like that of a typical WCG site,
however, because some of the Feast-
goers there—32, to be exact—were
much like those in Foley: They dis-
agreed with the WCG doctrines but
believed they should stay in the WCG
because it is God’s church.

Mr. Neal rhetorically asked the breth-
ren in Foley why they were assembled
for the Feast as a group.

“Who are we in particular, and why
have we been drawn together as a
group?”

He began answering the question by
explaining that the 513 assembled
Feastgoers were not a church.

“We all still claim allegiance to and
loyalty to the one single place where
God has placed His name, and that is the
Worldwide Church of God. God has not
established authority anywhere else. We
understand that. So I’m not saying that
we are a church group.”

Yet, Mr. Neal explained, even though
they were not a “church group,” they
were a “group,” because there was no
getting around that a gathering of 500-
plus people to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles is a group.

“But we’re not a splinter group.
We’re not a group in that sense. Yet in
the most literal, practical sense, we are a
group, are we not? We are here together.
We’re organized. There’s nothing wrong
with that. That has to be that way.”

Mr. Neal went on to give a “prophet-
ic vision” of why the Foley group exist-
ed, why these particular brethren had
come together for the annual Feast of
Tabernacles.

He quoted and explained Proverbs
29:18, which says in the King James
Version, “Where there is no vision, the
people perish.”

The KJV does a poor job of translat-
ing the verse, said Mr. Neal. It should
say, “Where there is no prophetic vision,
the people cast off restraint.”

“In other words, where there is no
clear sense of direction, no clear
prophetic path that you’re following,
you don’t have a sense of direction,
right? You’re just meandering. You
don’t have a clear goal, a clear sense of
purpose.”

The “splinters” from the Worldwide
Church of God have no goal in sight,
maintained Mr. Neal. They are, in the
main, keepers of God’s commandments,
His law.

But they have either knowingly or
ignorantly rebelled against God’s gov-
ernment, which to this day is fixed firm-
ly in the Worldwide Church of God.

On the other hand, charged Mr.
Neal, the WCG represents all that is
bad and rebellious, and its leader, Jo-
seph Tkach Jr., is a corrupt leader who,
along with his late father, led the WCG
into apostasy.

So Mr. Neal talked about two groups
of people who, in the current Church of
God mess, are displeasing to God. They
are (1) the WCG’s leaders and those
who support them and (2) those who
have rebelled against God’s government
by leaving the WCG.

“It’s not an accident that you’re one
of the fortunate ones who happened to
stumble upon a group that was keeping
God’s laws and who are holding fast to
government,” said Mr. Neal.

“There’s a reason why this group
exists, and I’m going to try to show you
the purpose for it.”

The brethren who come to compre-
hend the reason for the group will never
leave it, he said. “You would never leave
this group because you understand the
incredible purpose, the incredible high
calling, that has been given to this group.”

In fact, if the brethren in the splinters
had really understood, they would never

A preacher at the Foley site talked about two groups
of people who, in the current Church of God mess, are

displeasing to God. They are (1) the WCG’s leaders and
those who support them and (2) those who have rebelled

against God’s government by leaving the WCG.

FEASTS IN FLORIDA—Above photo:
Bryn Hendrickson of Brooklyn Center, Minn.
(left), and Luke Przeslawski of Eagan, Minn.,
attend the Church of God Big Sandy’s site in
Destin, Fla. Right photo: Charlie and Kaye
Haughee of Mabank, Texas, attend the Living
Church of God’s Feast site at Panama City, Fla.
[Photos by Dixon Cartwright]

SABBATH FRIENDS—Left photo: June Narber of Raleigh, N.C., attends
the Destin, Fla., Feast site sponsored by the Friends of the Sabbath International.
Right photo: Kara Little, 8-year-old daughter of Mark and Patricia Little of
Cherokee, N.C., attends with God’s Church Worldwide of Orlando, Fla., at the
church’s site in Destin. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]
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seeking fellow church brethren for
Sabbath fellowship. Please contact John
and Tricia at jplunkett@tcog.ca.

Myra Eileen Cole died Oct. 6, 2016, at the
age of 90. She was born in Gillespie, Ill., to
Calvin and Edith (Hampton) Carter. Myra
married Raymond Clifford Cole in 1950 in
Pasadena, Calif. She sought her Maker
from an early age and
was a member of Church
of God the Eternal. Myra
loved poetry, art, flowers
and birds. ¶ She is sur-
vived by her two daugh-
ters, Lynn Cole and Jann
(and Jann’s husband
Robert) LeBleu, both of
Eugene; three grandchildren, Lorrell Clark,
Charisse McNeil and Jesse Daniel LeBleu;
and 10 great-grandchildren. ¶ She was
preceded in death by Raymond on Sept.
25, 2001, and two brothers, Gene and
Kent Carter. ¶ A memorial service with
reception was held Oct. 11 at Major
Family Funeral Home with burial at
Jefferson (Ore.) Cemetery. ¶ Condolences
may be sent to Lynn Cole or Jann LeBleu at
790 Park Ave., Eugene, OR 97404.

Betty Shyne, born Dec. 6, 1939, passed
away Nov. 6, 2016, at the age of 76. ¶
Betty attended the Worldwide Church of
God in Big Sandy, Texas, in the late ’80s
and ’90s and made many friends there
during that time. She had returned to
where she was born, Monticello, Mo., to
live near family, and that is where she
died, quietly and peacefully. ¶ She had
cooked for her family just days before and
had a great time and was still working for
the county sheriff’s department there in
her hometown. ¶ Betty had one son, Rory
Williams, but a huge family of grandchil-
dren, great- and great-great-grandchil-
dren. ¶ Cards can be sent to Rory Williams,
306 N. Jackson St., Monticello, MO 63457.

Carl Compton Hoffman, 85, of Cape Gi-
rardeau, Mo., died Sept.
19, 2016, at his home.
¶ He was born June 24,
1931, in Pittsburgh, Pa.,
to Carl and Mildred
Compton Hoffman. He
and Paula Cyrus were
married June 6, 1953,
in Lexington, Ky. ¶ Carl
graduated from Crafton High  School in
Crafton, Pa. He then went on to graduate 
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A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455
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Obituaries ObituariesPersonals

I am seeking some-
one for a friend, a
male of age 55-65,
deaf or HH and can
sign. Someone who
loves God, is friendly,
easygoing and hon-
est, loves people and
outdoors activities.
Friendship comes first
before getting seri-

ous. My name is Janece. If interested, here
is my E-mail: janecemm1@gmail.com.

Widow, nurse, semiretired, longtime COG
member looking for a male friend age 65-
80, grounded in God’s truth. Write
rocky695@att.net or 903-534-9131.

Retired long-time Canadian Church of
God couple traveling in Ireland (Republic
and Northern) throughout summer of
2017 (early June to early September)

Biblical
Tithing
Is NOT

On Money

Janece

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

THE ITALIAN BOOT PROVES THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE

AND DESTROYS ATHEISM!
It GRAPHICALLY depicts the prophecy of

DANIEL 2:34, that a ROCK will strike

the FEET OF A REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE

in the latter days and usher in

GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH

For more information on this subject go to

dan234.com

Continued on page 10

GodsLawToday.com
“A DEFENSE OF GOD’S SPIRITUAL LAW”

Here at last . . . and all in one place!

Easily accessible ANSWERS
to most all arguments against God’s Law.

Be sure to BOOKMARK this website!

Myra Cole

Carl Hoffman

Due to a health situation, please check godward.org for time and availability of the Virtual Church
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Empire, Racism & Genocide (2013)

History of U.S. Foreign Policy by Robert
Fantina: The US claims itself a peace-lov-

ing nation, yet has warred almost every year. It
tries to hide “the horrendous crimes of murder,
land theft, blatant and shocking disregard for
human rights, all in the greedy pursuit of wealth
and power.”

The US at first inspired success against colo-
nialism to other nations. But it became a
monopoly capitalist by the 20th century and the
main bastion of remaining colonialism. Former
Federal Reserve head Alan Greenspan wrote:
“I am saddened that it is politically inconven-
ient to acknowledge what everyone knows: the
Iraq war is largely about oil.” (Not for alleged
911 Arab attackers.)

As many writers have noted, the US claim of
Manifest Destiny meant extermination of
native Indians. Or survivors put on reservations
in bad areas, leading to substance abuse,
depression and suicide. Many tribes do not
exist now. Vast forests were cut down and ani-
mals Indians depended on for food were wiped
out. After many battles it was the white man
who did the scalping, even of women and chil-
dren. Thomas Jefferson wanted Indians assimi-
lated into white society. Even the US thrust was
to take over Canada, but the British worked in
league with Indians there.

The Louisiana Purchase was vast area the
US bought from colonial France (so the US
continued colonial rule). US politicians pro-
claimed US expansionism, and the Monroe
Doctrine forbade any other colonial power ac-
cess to the Americas, for US monopoly. US cit-
izens illegally squatted in the area of Texas.
They offered to buy it from Mexico, which
tipped it off to defend its territory. The defeat
was billed in the US as against freedom-fight-
ers. And President Polk and others claimed
Mexico was invading our own soil!

US citizens raided nearby Mexicans and
committed atrocities. As killing defenseless
men, women and children. And scalped many.
Ulysses Grant, later president, served in the
Texas and Mexico campaigns, wrote that it was
“the most unjust war ever waged by a stronger
against a weaker nation.”

Wars in Cuba and Philippines—Human
rights abuses by the Spanish in its colonies was
not enough for US intervention, but US eco-
nomic interests were. The USS Maine battle-
ship was sent to Havana to intimidate the
Spanish. It blew up and US official reports
claimed munitions were stored too close to the
coal burners. But the US populace was led to
believe Spain did it, and Remember the Maine
was a rallying cry. The US Yellow Press told of
Spanish atrocities, real and fake.

President McKinley listed 4 points for going
to war. The 1st was to “end the barbarities,
bloodshed, starvation and horrible miseries
now existing there . . . [But] the US perpetrated
unspeakable horrors on the people it was osten-
sibly protecting.” The 4-month war forced
Spain to give up Guam, Puerto Rico, Philip-
pines and Cuba. Later when Filipinos rebelled,
many in the US pictured them as monkey-men
and inferior to US soldiers, so they could more
easily kill them. Many of the atrocities commit-
ted by US troops were kept secret at first, but
eventually were exposed.

Early US press reports claimed US soldiers’
misconduct was disproved, but it did mention
they shot in the sporting spirit. Later, hangings
of insurgents without trial were reported. And
the ‘water cure torture’ was reported on, against
Filipinos. After 40 US soldiers were killed in a
surprise attack, Brigadier General Jacob Smith
ordered his men to execute everyone over ten
years of age (2000-3000). He was court-mar-
tialed but only had to retire. “Anthony Michea
of the Third Artillery wrote: We bombarded a
place called Malabon, and then we went in and
killed every native we met, men, women and
children. It was a dreadful sight, the killing of
the poor creatures.” But another soldier said
the killing was lots of fun.

Mark Twain at first claimed to be a red-hot
imperialist. But after seeing the carnage, he
became anti-imperialistic. Wanting the people
of the Philippines to have true freedom, not be
subjugated again to another colonizer. “We
have gone there to conquer, not to redeem.”
Filipinos were considered less than human in
order to take their land and lives. The US took
over Hawaii.

The US had many reasons for war. “War

stimulated the demand for explosives, iron,
steel, automobile parts, copper, brass, bronze,
zinc, boots and shoes, meat, canned goods,
dairy products, etc. . . . That big profits were an
incentive to development is proved by the sud-
den crop of millionaires.”

WWI—German-Americans in the US were
restricted and looked upon with suspicion, 6300
arrested. African-Americans, though many
serving their country in the war, were not real-
ly free either. Feeling they had to fight for free-
dom at home and abroad. A Georgia court
exemption board kept 44% of Whites out of
war, and 3% of Blacks (most placed in menial
roles). While the US did not award any medal
to Blacks for years, France did award hundreds.

President Wilson was reluctant to begin war,
but finally did. After becoming disillusioned by
the war He said “Why, my fellow citizens, is
there any man here, or any woman—let me say,
is there any child here—who does not know that
the seed of war in the modern world is industri-
al and commercial rivalry? This war in its
inception was a commercial and industrial
war.” War is big business for war profiteers. By
1929 the US was producing 46% of the world’s
industrial goods. In 1928 Congress signed the
Kellogg-Briand Pact for the US to resolve con-
troversies peacefully, and eventually signed by
62 nations.

While the US was under the Great Depres-
sion, Latin American nations were demanding
that the US quit invading them. So FDR initiat-
ed the Good Neighbor Policy, but that did not
last long and so it became a farce.

WWII—In Hitler’s rise to power, 20 top US
corporations aided him, and continued during
the war secretly. These were so large they
directed events to maximize global profit, unac-
countable to the people, like private govern-
ments. And should have been stopped for
Trading with the Enemy. [The Bush crime fam-
ily was beginning then, when Prescott Bush
almost was tried for trading with the enemy.]

The firms were so brazen that after the war
they sued the US for destroying their Axis build-
ings in Allied bombing. In 1930 the Bank for
International Settlements was formed and was
immune to war. It aided Hitler’s rise and war-
making machine. Ford Motor Company, Davis
Oil Company, Standard Oil, ITT and the
Rockefellers conducted business with both sides.
Aristotle Onassis exemplified the effect, when
every Greek merchant ship was sunk but his.

US Japanese-Americans were rounded up
like animals in stockyards and cattle stalls until
taken to concentration camps. Kept from med-
ical care, and babies born did not receive birth
certificates. Even racial slurs were evident
when they were freed, without homes and hard-
ly any compensation.

While white women were glorified as Rosie
the Riveter, they were repressed again after the
war. About 11,000 women were raped by US sol-
diers, though not close to the high Russian num-
bers. Major-General Raymond Hufft told his US
Army in 1945 not to take any prisoners (to kill
the enemy), which is a war crime. About one
third of the 1000 veterans interviewed said they
saw other GIs shoot unarmed German prisoners.

The US, of course, had the worst two atroci-
ties of atomic bombs on Japan, the only nation
to use them. Besides massive conventional
bombings on other civilians.

Korean war—Thousands of Communists
were executed by the South Koreans, as the US
turned a blind eye. Though US photographers
took pictures, recorded in the US Archives. In
1999 these were declassified. The number dead
evidenced were at least 2000. Available evi-
dence now corroborates North Korean claims
of 170,000 dead civilians by UN Forces and a
scorched earth policy. About 90% of these UN
Forces were GIs.

The US continued segregation, only allowing
one black officer out of 8200 Blacks in the
Marines. The US ruling class prospered from the
war with heavy defense spending for a long time.

In 1950 a US military invasion forced the
democratically elected president of Guatemala
to resign, for US strategic and commercial
interests. This excited many Latin America
nations to protest in massive displays.

In 1959 Cubans revolted against the US and
installed Castro. The US corporations had
major control of most everything before, and
was a paradise for US gambling syndicates and
mobsters.

Vietnam war—Under Eisenhower, 685
claimed US military advisers in South Vietnam

were increased secretly to several thousand.
Under Kennedy they rose to 16,000 and some
joined combat. Both violated the Geneva
Accords, showed the usual and continual dis-
dain by the US to obey international treaties it
agreed to on paper.

Catholic Diem was US choice for South
Vietnam, while he restricted Muslims, who
were in the majority in Vietnam. Finally, mas-
sive public protests against his cruel regime led
to the US getting rid of him.

President Johnson escalated the war by fak-
ing a North Vietnam attack to get his Gulf of
Tonkin Resolution. To get US troops to kill
North Vietnamese, they were trained to call
them such names as Gooks to dehumanize
them. And some called them Indians so in their
mind set could righteously exterminate them.
Despite that the ‘enemy’ in no way actually
harmed Americans far away.

A study on the writings of US soldiers who
fought in Vietnam found: They were trained in
boot camp to pierce a dummy with a bayonet
while screaming Kill. To beat it up or hit it with
the rifle butt while calling it a dirty name. Soldiers
of all the armed forces received this indoctrina-
tion to learn who to kill. “The message was the
same: the enemy is Oriental and inferior.”

In Mark Lane’s book Conversations with
Americans he documents 30 interviews with
South Vietnam soldiers and US veterans, and
asked about torture. They described making
electrodes of radio equipment to shock testicles
of a man or body of a woman, and drawings on
the board showed how exactly to do it.

US soldiers were brutalized in training to
dehumanize the enemy in order to torture pris-
oners. After a minor infraction as being caught
smoking during boot camp, they were called
into the duty hut and beaten by a drill instructor.
At least one soldier was beaten unconscious.

US soldier disregard for other human life was
evident in massacres as My Lai (and many more)
when mainly women, children, infants and the
elderly were brutally killed, and women raped.

While the US lauds the military, it does not
do so in deed in battle and back home. In 1991-
2003 hundreds of thousands of US troops
sought aid from the Veterans Administration,
Defense Department and White House in vain.
Officially, Gulf War Syndrome did not exist, so
most suffered in silence and tens of thousands
died from it. Many causes were eventually
found, of experimental vaccines, Depleted
Uranium (US armor and weapons), oil fires and
other contaminants.

[The Walter Reed Hospital was supposed to
treat vets, but many could not see a doctor,
while the staff got bonuses for doing less work.
In 2016 the Veterans Administration defended
buying millions of dollars’ worth of art, while
many vets went untreated.]

Even Secretary of State Hillary Clinton inter-
viewed by CBS News Anchor Katie Couric on
Oct. 6, 2009, admitted the US had started the rise
of jihadists in Afghanistan to thwart the Russians.
“But when we accomplished our primary mission
of seeing the Soviet Union thrown out of
Afghanistan, we withdrew. And we left the prob-
lems of a well-equipped, fundamentalist, ideolog-
ical and religious group that had been battle hard-
ened to the Afghans in the Pakistanis.” [Similar to
ISIS, and getting all the equipment and weapons
left behind at US military bases in Iraq. So ISIS
would attack Assad in Syria, for Israel.]

President Bush and his Cabinet exploited 911
fears. [Kept raising the terrorist threat level to
incite war.] While claiming to fight terrorism,
US history shows it promotes terrorism. So
Bush’s threat to attack any nation harboring ter-
rorists is a sham. The US gives billions of dol-
lars to nations that favor its policies, no matter
how bad. While the US claims to be a beacon of
peace and human rights in the world. And tor-
tures and detains prisoners without due process.
Its policies actually create more terrorists.

One main reason for the Iraq war was for oil.
Bush and his Cabinet were mostly oilmen, and
Condoleezza Rice was of Chevron with an oil
tanker named after her. Since nations as Russia,
Canada, France and Germany were asked to
take part in the coalition, but refused, the US
cut them out of the lucrative oil and reconstruc-
tion deals after the war. This alienated those
nations against the US.

Countless war crimes in Iraq have occurred
without punishment. This continues the policy
of the US military at bases abroad as Okinawa
and South Korea where for six decades US
troops have gone unpunished despite brawls,

drug violations, drunk-driving accidents, arsons
and sexual assault at the bars and brothels
sprung up by the bases.

In 2004 human rights violations were report-
ed at Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq. US soldiers
leashed detainees like dogs, making them form
a pyramid while naked, even GIs put thumbs up
in the photos proudly shown. Other reports of
urinating on the prisoners, pouring acid on
them, hitting a wound and other unmentionable
atrocities. A system of blatant sadistic behavior.

Other instances occurred, as when Marines
killed 15 unarmed Iraqis in their homes, includ-
ing 7 women and 3 children. US Colonel John
Ledoux was asked if these numbers were
excessive, to which he responded “This is not
unusual.” The US troops got light sentences, if
any. Other atrocities: Continual night raids on
Iraqi homes and perhaps taking someone away
for questioning. And their wives and children
wept hysterically.

Israeli-Palestinian conflict—The US
shows its hypocrisy the most in supporting
Israel, hardly mentioning in the media the hard-
ships of the oppressed Palestinians who had
their land taken away by force. Negating their
right for self-determination. The US Declara-
tion of Independence states “That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted among
Men, deriving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed.” President Wilson on 5-
27-1916 said “Every people has a right to
choose the sovereignty under which they shall
live.” [The Balfour Declaration to a Rothschild
claimed the Arabs would also have a state.]

Israelis killed or forcibly removed the people of
the land. Committing many atrocities, as in
December 1947 before the mandate took effect,
75,000 Palestinians were driven off their property
without compensation and put in refugee camps.

CBS News reported that after US troops did
the dirty work in the wars they came home to
poverty. The majority of veteran families had
our soldiers on the front lines, and their wives
and children stand in our food stamp lines. So
while US corporations are enriched by wars,
the soldiers live in poverty. Most recruits enlist
because they are poor.

In 2008 Cheney in his pride criticized Russia
for crossing the border into Georgia killing
innocent civilians and displacing tens of thou-
sands. This was a few years since he helped the
US do the same things in Afghanistan and Iraq.
He and his cronies quit several US internation-
al agreements against inhumane practices so
the US continues to be sadistic.

Noam Chomsky began writing about terror-
ism in the 1980s. After the more recent events
he wrote “The United States is one of the lead-
ing terrorist states in the world, if not the lead-
ing terrorist state.”

[Fantina also authored Desertion and the
American Soldier. While the media claims US
soldiers who desert are cowards or have bad
personal traits, there are other reasons. Physical
and emotional reasons can lead to desertion.
The military is deemed substandard in provid-
ing lodging, inferior leadership, or personal dis-
agreement with how the war is carried out. Also
mistreatment of soldiers by the military.]

Grand Theft Pentagon (2005)
Corruption and Profiteering in the War on

Terror by Jeffrey St. Clair: War Profiteer is a
dirty but apt description of those who profit off
the deaths, injuries and destruction of property
in war. Prior to 911, defense contractors were in
a slump, and the 911 attacks spurred much
money. From fall of 2001 to the end of 2002,
not one big-ticket item was denied them.
Senator Ted Stevens of Alaska, leading the De-
fense Appropriations committees then, urged
more funding for Star Wars and the F-22 fight-
er. This diverted funds so troops lacked body
armor and armored Humvees. So he and his
colleagues were responsible for many soldiers
maimed or killed in Iraq later.

Likewise, Bush gave the rich and corpora-
tions tax breaks so health care, education and
developing alternative energy sources were cut.
Bush inherited half a trillion dollars of budget
surplus, and ended with a record deficit after
five years of war. Corruption is in high places in
the defense industry of the revolving door poli-
cy, where even generals quit helping grunts to
get big checks with Pentagon contractors.

The annual gathering of Navy flyers, Pen-
tagon and congressional heads and defense
contractors met in 1991 at Tailhook Sympo-
sium in Las Vegas. On that weekend 83 women
were stripped and forced to run between drunk-
en, groping pilots and sexually molested. Rep.
“Duke” Cunningham claimed for years after-
ward that the flyboys were just venting a little
steam, and he has tried to stop Congress from
restricting sexual harassment in the military,
calling it stinking of political correctness.

Plane Truth Part 24

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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While he got pork in his state and campaign
funds from defense contractors. He was sen-
tenced to prison for bribes.

The Pentagon, unlike other federal agencies,
does not have to stick to a budget, so routinely
exceeds one. The Bush team never wanted to
offer a good reason to go to war, since there was
none. Instead he and his team used the psychol-
ogy of fear and amped up the war mood. PR
Watch authors Sauber and Rampton wrote
books on how industry claims Toxic Sludge Is
Good for You, on Mad Cow USA and Trust Us
We’re Experts. In their book Weapons of Mass
Deception: The Uses of Propaganda in Bush’s
War on Iraq, they tell of the lies told to sell the
war. A new lie coming out most every day.

Top public relations gurus were hired to sell
the wars, as Charlotte Beers known as the queen
of Madison Avenue for putting the proper spin
on Uncle Ben’s rice and Head and Shoulders
shampoo. So she named Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, though the Iraqis were further oppressed.
The Rendon PR firm provided small US flags
for a photo op of Iraqis celebrating the coming
of US troops, and also in the previous Gulf war.
The Dept. of Defense has an Office of Influence
that plants fake stories in the US media. But the
Washington Post and NY Times heard how the
Pentagon bragged about this and objected.
Rumsfeld then claimed he would close the
office, but said its work would continue.

Despite the planted stories, the reasons to war
against Iraq were not believed by the UN and
even NATO, a US subsidiary, so the Coalition of
the Willing was very few. But at home the US
populace was told that al-Qaeda could launch
WMD in minutes to the US. But it could not,
and Iraq did not even have SCUD missiles. The
Vietnam war became soured in the US due to
US reporting and images on TV of maimed GIs
and napalmed villages. So the Bush team con-
trolled what was seen on TV, not allowing US
troops to be seen hurt or in body bags. And
Jessica Lynch appeared as a heroine, but that
turned out to be a fabrication. [Same with Pat
Tillman, who was really hit by friendly fire to
silence him about the real reasons for the wars.]
The Iraqi press was controlled by the US.

Top defense contractors tend not to have to
bid. So prices are bound to be higher for the same
job, due to lack of competition. And with very lit-
tle oversight on how the job is performed. Yet
these top corporations are the ones that tend to rip
off the government with fraud and shoddy work.

After 911 the CIA set up a dummy corpora-
tion to kidnap suspected terrorists, imprison and
torture them in other nations (24 different sites),
since it is illegal for the US to do both. They are
given no rights, and the US tries to detain them
indefinitely. Some are imprisoned and tortured
for years and later released without being
charged with a crime.

Cheney claims waterboarding is not torture.
Bush agreed. As a teenager he blew up frogs by
jamming firecrackers up their orifices. At the
DKE frat house in Yale he instituted branding of
initiates on the crack of the buttocks. He claimed
it only slight torture, as a lit cigarette burn.

He escaped the Vietnam draft by joining the
Texas Air National Guard, known as a domestic
safe haven for the combat-adverse children of the
political elite. Though after some training he went
AWOL for a year and a half. He wasn’t missed. A
bit later he got a woman pregnant and then paid to
abort it. He got booked on cocaine charges. Not
only snorted it but sold it. He was habitually driv-
ing while drunk and had many failed business
ventures (as his brothers), bailed out by his father
or his friends. His new wife Laura did steer him
clear of these vices, and trying to have sex with
most any woman, married or not.

George, an Ivy-leaguer, scored 25% on the
pilot aptitude exam. The average score of testees
was 77%. The Guard paid a million dollars to
train him to fly. He wanted to be an officer but
not to take the training, and was promoted to 2nd
lieutenant despite his bad performance, later
honorably discharged despite going AWOL and
without a medical exam.

There were 34 of 41 on Bush’s team in the oil
industry. Rumsfeld (assigned by Reagan as a spe-
cial emissary to the Mid-East) knew that Saddam
was using chemical weapons against Iran, but did
nothing about it since the US was supplying Iraq
with many such weapons. Later, Rumsfeld
accused Iraq of having these chemical weapons
to justify attacking it. He did the same with North

Korea. In 1994 he helped supply nuclear reactors
sanctioned by the State Dept., then later claimed
the reactors are used for nuclear weapons, to jus-
tify funding billions for Bush’s Star Wars.

Star Wars claims a test showed we could hit a
bullet with another bullet. But the test was rigged
by the target broadcasting its position with radar
and GPS, so tracked over the horizon. And a real
ICBM attack would include many decoys to con-
fuse. Star Wars is deemed only 20% successful
against a primitive North Korean nuclear missile.
Its tests are conducted over Alaska with little
regard for the people living there suffering from
toxic fumes of missiles and risk of being hit by
them. Fort Greeley already had nuclear waste
dumped nearby for years, that contaminated the
ground water for drinking. Even used radioactive
steam to heat the buildings in winter.

“The Pentagon persists in promoting budget-
busting new systems that are dangerous to pilots
and ineffective against even the most primitive-
ly armed enemy soldiers.” The cheapest, as the
A-10 Warthog is safer for US troops and most
effective, so must be scrapped!

Bunnatine Greenhouse, a black woman, was
the highest ranked civilian in the Corps of
Engineers. She found much corruption in big
firms getting contracts from the Pentagon. Her
recommendations would have saved much
money and lives, but she was harassed by her
superiors. When she was demoted the New
Orleans levees were breeched and flooded by
Hurricane Katrina. The National Guard could
have aided survivors, but they were off in Iraq.
FEMA response was lousy and late. The city,
state and Corps of Engineers over the last two
years had pleaded Bush for more funds for the
levees. Its funds were slashed in 2005 to 44% of
the 2001 level. Bush handed reconstruction con-
tracts to his political cronies, as Halliburton.

If the Iraqis thought the US and UK troops
were liberators, they suffered 3 years without
power or clean water. While contractors divvied
up Iraq for exploitation. The Carlyle Group is
the biggest private defense contractor in the US
with Frank Carlucci, Rumsfeld’s roommate of
Princeton, as head. Both of them and George
H.W. Bush profit from the wars of his son.

During the Vietnam feeding frenzy of defense
contractors, law was made to standardize
accounting. And a board was set up to oversee
its enforcement so their complex accounting
tricks amounting to $6 billion a year would be
avoided. But the 1990s Davis bill relaxed the
rules and allowed even no bid contracts.

Air Force acquisition officer Ann Druyun
made sweetheart deals for defense contractors,
and later was hired for a high paying job by
Boeing, that emphasizes the revolving door pol-
icy. Pentagon watchdogs warned her dealings
allowed unsafe planes to be used by US troops
at very high prices. After 911, Senator Ted
Stevens asked her to devise a plan using creative
financing to use Boeing’s refurbished 767s.
Even though the extra planes were not needed.
He got much campaign funds from Boeing.

Congress had a surge of whistleblowers and
leaks claiming the fraud. She was the obvious
scapegoat to take the fall since she profited much,
and even though it happens all the time. She
obtained a deal with the prosecutors to get reduced
time, so ratted out. But Rumsfeld quashed a
request for hundreds of pages of documents for the
case that would have implicated him.

Massacres of men, women and children in
Vietnam occurred by US troops. This was not
just by rogue soldiers, but of the system, as the
Phoenix missions for killing sprees. And hap-
pened again in Colombia, part of School of the
Americas training—the US training and funding
terrorists in Latin America.

The F-22 or Raptor was to replace the F-15
beginning with plans in 1981, but costs continue
to mount and the F-22 is riddled with faulty
equipment. [Wikipedia states pilots sometime
lose consciousness or memory. That by 2013 the
average cost per flight was $63,362. And in 2014
required 43 maintenance man-hours per flight.]
Similar in flaws and cost to the V-22 Osprey,
continuing the policy of putting off tests until
production has begun to get the project started.
By this contractor trick it gets paid twice, to
make and then fix a flawed system.

The F-22 costs $35 million a jet and four times
an F-15. It is so costly the Pentagon will have to
cut down on the number of jets to buy. Similar to
the B-2 bomber, the F-22 is touted as stealthy with
its weird shape, but is visible to radar and sight at

certain angles, to light up like a Budweiser blimp.
The F-22 must be restricted to daytime flights, and
is also five times the size of an F-15 due to putting
missiles inside to reduce visibility. While touted
as fast, it may not go faster than sound for only 50
miles. Boeing claimed it must maintain produc-
tion so is paid to keep old plants open so greater
cost. The F-22 has obsolete software, too. And no
new fighters are needed, since the Korean war
there has been no threat.

During the first Gulf war many new weapons
and craft were tested in real war. The claimed
smart bombs fell into Iraqi smokestacks, hitting
their targets only 30% of the time, and hitting
women and children instead.

Patriot missiles in the 2nd Gulf war were
hyped as very accurate, but four were launched at
a British Tornado G-4 jet by mistake and one
destroyed it, killing two pilots. Two days later an
F-16 was targeted but the US pilot destroyed it.
Later, a Hornet was shot down by a Patriot mis-
sile killing the pilot. The Pentagon and the Patriot
makers knew for years the lack of discrimination
between friend and foe aircraft. Each costs $170
million, and has failed on half the field tests.

The results were hyped so other nations
would buy them. The General Accounting
Office noted the success rate could be only 10%
or even zero. Wars are used to show off new war
toys to the world so nations will buy them. Re-
sults were bloated so nations would buy before
knowing how bad they were.

Predator drones fly slowly at 84 miles per
hour so are easy targets, at low altitude and in
broad daylight. Costing $25 million each for the
Pentagon, 17 of 50 crashed in tests. Much due to
inability to fly in strong winds. In rain they de-
velop confusion so may target wrongly and lose
remote control when flying at night.

The ISIS Conspiracy (2015)
By Brandon Martinez: ISIS was shown most

every day in US news beheading people for show
and other travesties in Syria and Iraq. While the
media extols Syrian rebels fighting Assad in
Syria. Only in late 2014 did ISIS get negative US
press. It portrays ISIS as a top threat of terrorism
in the US, even gaining US citizen recruits.

Israel’s Prime Minister Netanyahu let slip
Israel’s plans to have Muslims fight each other,
weakening them and thus allowing Israel to
dominate the region. Israel’s policy was stated
by Israeli strategist Oded Yinon’s 1982 paper A
Strategy for Israel in the 1980s. “Every kind of
inter-Arab confrontation will assist us in the
short run and will shorten the way to the more
important aim of breaking up Iraq into denomi-
nations as in Syria and Lebanon.”

“The Bush administration and the Pentagon
engineered the 2003 American invasion of Iraq
for the purposes of Israeli expansionism. This
Zionist-neocon war resulted in some two million
dead or displaced Iraqis. Not one individual in
the British, American or Israeli governments
who advocated and promoted this genocidal
endeavor has been bought up on war crimes
charges, is to be expected in a world where the
rich and powerful are above the law.”

Jews of Israel lauded Baruch Goldstein for
gunning down 20 Palestinians in a West Bank
mosque in 1994. Looked upon as a hero and to
be emulated. The Israeli secret service secretly
detonated a bomb in a Maronite Christian
church in Lebanon to draw away attention from
the massacre.

In 1986 a bombing in west Berlin killed two
US military officers and wounded hundreds of
others. Former Mossad officer Victor Ostrovsky
told later in his book By Way of Deception that
Israeli agents framed Libya by planting a fake
transmission device in Tripoli. So the US
accused Gaddafi and launched missiles toward
Libya killing dozens of people. The US practices
this kind of deceit, too.

The US trains, arms and funds terrorists to
destabilize non-compliant nations. And al-
Qaeda was such a terrorist group in Afghanistan
working for the CIA, but later blamed in order to
invade. Regarding ISIS, how do we know the
US is fighting it? Do its members wear a specif-
ic uniform? “For all we know these air strikes
could be targeting Iraqi army and police forces
that are fighting against ISIS militants.”

Was ISIS leader Abu Bakr Al-Baghdadi trained
by the Israeli Mossad as an Islamic radical? It
would not be the first time such an agent was used.
Just after 911 US Jew Adam Pearlman began call-
ing himself Adam Gadahn and grew a scary beard.

He became al-Qaeda’s spokesman and appeared in
many menacing videos threatening the US. But his
cover was blown when an Orange County news-
paper found he was the grandson of a lead Zionist
who sat on the Board of Directors of the Anti-
Defamation League of B’nai B’rith, Zionism’s
main propaganda arm in the US.

The ISIS mercenary army is not a threat to the
US or Canada, only to those against the US and
Israel, as Libya, Syria, Iraq, Lebanon and so on.
While compliant states as Jordan, Saudi Arabia,
Egypt, Turkey, Qatar, Kuwait and so on have
had no ISIS incursions. CSIS and RCMP ran
mock drills of ISIS terror attacks in Canada, in
the weeks before the alleged terror attacks in
Ottawa and Quebec. Yet they claim they were
unprepared for such attacks.

“The ugly truth is that the US is the biggest
state-sponsor of terrorism in the world and the
most aggressive military power since Genghis
Khan.” Former CIA officer John Stockwell told
in a lecture on CIA secret wars that during the
Cold War, the US was actually conducting
WWIII against Third World nations (too weak to
defend well). The CIA directly and indirectly
caused six million deaths by proxy wars, coups,
assassinations and terrorist attacks. After each
fake terrorist attack, Western governments enact
laws to increase secret service powers and
police, in order to crack down on civilian dissent
against government policies.

A 2007 Times report revealed that Abdullah
Rashid Al-Baghdadi, head of the Islamic State of
Iraq (ISIS precursor), was fictional. His voice
was played by Iraqi actor Abu Adullah al-Naima.

Israel in 2002 told how its Mossad had recruit-
ed a fake al-Qaeda cell in the Gaza Strip, so
Israel would have a pretext to attack Palestinians
there, but the counterfeit was bungled.

During the Six-Day war, Israel attacked the
US Liberty surveillance ship for hours so it
would not tell of Israel grabbing land from
Egypt and Syria. Despite 200 dead or wounded
US servicemen, the ship escaped.

ABC News identified the “five dancing
Israelis” on 911 as Mossad agents, who cheered,
laughed and shouted for joy while filming the
deaths of 3000. While they had apparent fore-
knowledge of the attacks, they did not warn peo-
ple, but filmed. Part of an FBI report was declas-
sified in 2005, recorded Omer Maramari, 1 of
the 5, that they were celebrating because the
world would now understand Israel’s problem is
the Palestinians. Joy and mockery from much
sorrow of others?!

NYPD reported that Oded Ellner, 1 of the 5,
said the US would then stop terrorism in the
world. How did he and the other self-professed
furniture movers know what the US response
would be? Christopher Ketchum quoted a CIA
insider who said the White House shut off the
investigation of the 5, so the CIA knew this
would be a cover-up to not implicate Israel.

Shady real estate magnate Larry Silverstein
said he felt a compelling urge to buy the World
Trade Center six weeks before 911 despite its
asbestos problem. He was a personal friend of
Netanyahu, Ehud Barak and Ariel Sharon. Lucky
Larry also avoided death by not attending a rou-
tine business meeting at WTC due to a doctor’s
appointment, so was very lucky to profit much
from the attacks by insurance payout.

The Pentagon by the Official Story was
claimed hit by a commercial jet, but not toward
the middle where it would do the most damage.
Instead hit the side of a wall, and the very wall
newly reinforced.

According to Jewish journalist Joel Stein,
“Jews totally run Hollywood.” In a 2008 Los
Angeles Times column: “I don’t care if
Americans think we’re running the news media,
Hollywood, Wall Street or the government. I just
care that we keep running them.”

Regarding Mid-East policy, Netanyahu
claimed “America is a thing you can move very
easily . . . Don’t worry about American pressure
on Israel. We control America.” Israel continues
to do air strikes against Syria to favor rebels
there. A 2014 UN report told that Israel provides
hospital care for thousands of anti-Assad rebels,
including ISIS, so they can return to the fight.

General Martin Dempsey at a Senate Armed
Services Committee in 2014 was asked if any
major ally of the US embraces ISIL. He replied
that “I know major Arab allies that fund them.”
Joe Biden in a 2014 Harvard speech told stu-
dents that the US Gulf allies, particularly Saudi
Arabia and Qatar, were aiding ISIS with arms
and funds. So the US allows that while the US
conducts air strikes on ISIS but in a deliberate
ineffective manner.

Some Western nations claim to apprehend
recruits in their nations bound to join ISIS, so
keep up the charade that they are against ISIS,
and to further the surveillance state in their
nations by fear. —Mr. Jan Young

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

Have you escaped the lusts of the flesh?
Or are you lacking the spirit of God?

“H is divine power has given to us all
things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge

of Him . . . by which have been given to us
exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust” (II Pet 1:3-
4). Have you escaped the corruption of
lust? Do you share in His divine nature?

“He who says he abides in Him ought him-
self also to walk just as He walked” (I John
2:6). Do you conduct yourself in relation
to God and men just as Jesus Christ con-
ducted Himself?

“And those who are Christ’s have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal
5:24). Are your physical comforts and
desires important to you?

“. . . That you put off, concerning your former
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the
new man which was created according to God, in
true righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4:22-24).
Is your fundamental approach different?
Are you like a new person or just a some-

what modified version of the old man?
“Do you not know that to whom you present

yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves
whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death,
or of obedience leading to righteousness?” (Rom
6:16). “Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of
sin’ ” (John 8:34). Are you still a slave of sin?

“Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify
your hearts, you double-minded” (Jas 4:8).
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God”
(2 Cor 7:1). Perhaps you have been trying to
clean your hands of sin, but have not suc-
ceeded after an extended amount of time.
What could the problem be?

“I will put My Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep
My judgments and do them” (Eze 36:27). The
Creator makes His spirit, His mentality,
available. It is inseparably intertwined with
keeping His Statutes and His Judgments.

“And we are His witnesses to these things,
and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has
given to those who obey Him” (Acts 5:32). His

spirit is inseparably intertwined with obe-
dience. Obedience to what? Certainly to
His statutes and judgments, i.e. His Laws.

“For by one offering He has perfected
forever those who are being sanctified . . .
‘This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, says the LORD: I will put
My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I
will write them’ ” (Heb 10:14, 16).

If you sin have you been perfected? If
you have not been “perfected” you don’t
have His Law written in your heart . . .
maybe something close, but it’s not His
Law. To have it in your heart is to do it
(Rom 2:14-15, Deu 8:2). Have you then
repented of all sin?

Do you know what is really important to
the Creator? Is all Moses’ instruction vital
or only some of it? Do you decide for your-
self which is which or trust church leaders?
Do they know where His Statutes and His
Judgments are concentrated? Do you keep
them, or consider, like most of the church-
es of God, that they are not binding on
Christians, but only directly appropriate to
the culture of ancient Israel?

Do you understand the difference be-

tween the Law of God and the Law of
Moses? If you don’t know exactly what
His Law is, how do you know it is written
in your heart? Do you lump both bodies
of law together and decide for yourself
what to observe? This is again the histor-
ical approach of the churches of God,
thus they water down both.

All the divisions among them attest to
the fact that the leadership is not motivat-
ed by the unity of the spirit of God.
Divisions stem from carnality. No wonder
sin is still a problem; the leaders do not
have the love, joy, peace or many other
qualities of the spirit of God among them-
selves. Can the students, the congrega-
tion, excel the teachers in understanding?

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Creator
through an in-depth study of His word,
diligently seeking Him. Don’t guess at
what is important to the Creator. Begin to
understand why David had to meditate
deeply on His Law and never claimed a
complete understanding.

CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others miss.

THE HARLOTS? Who Are They?
They are daughters of  the whore! (Revelation 17:9)

D oes God’s Spirit reside and come
once a week into a harlot’s house?
Jeremiah 5:7. They perform their
services. What do they receive for

those services? PAY, PAY, PAY BY MONEY.
(This is not seen in the New Covenant.) 
That shows the gospel is not within them. It
is free. Matt. 10:8 and Acts 8:20.
Jeremiah received persecution for his writing

about these things, to the sons of Judah. So it
is today. Persecution arises when God’s word
is understood and verified.

Should we stay and support such actions and
doctrines?

The claims of apostolic succession and con-
tinuation of the ecclesia are unprovable and
are negated by the absence of God’s Spirit.

Lawrence G. Mumme
10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735

Our churches are an open door to those
who seek God and fellowship with

like-minded folks. God’s only identifying
mark on His people is the Sabbath for a reason.

So the world will know who they are.
Services:

Call home office: / 254-727-4424
1309 N. 15th, Temple TX 76504

e-mail: houseofgod1015@gmail.com

Join us at the
Feast of Tabernacles in Galveston, Texas

Go to www.hgwaco.com for more information.
Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.

Join us on Facebook as well. Link is on the website.

TheHouse of God

Obituaries ObituariesObituaries ObituariesObituaries

from the University of Kentucky with a
bachelor’s degree and served in the U.S.
Army 1953 to 1955. ¶ Carl worked for the
U.S. Weather Bureau in Alaska, transferred
to the Internal Revenue Service, working
in Cairo, Ill., and then in Cape Girardeau
before retiring in 1996. ¶ Carl was an
elder in the United Church of God in Cape
Girardeau. ¶ He is survived by his wife,
Paula Hoffman of Cape Girardeau; three
daughters, Karen (Mike) Kirby and Cheryl
(Mark) Howard, both of St. Louis, and
Patricia Montgomery of Chicago; a broth-
er, Richard (Jeanne) Hoffman of Surprise,
Ariz.; and four grandchildren, Kathryn
(Kirby) Dethrow of St. Louis, Maura
Howard of San Francisco, Gabrielle
Montgomery of Chicago and Matthew 

Howard of St. Louis. ¶ Carl was preceded
in death by his parents. ¶ Pastor Rick
Beam officiated at the funeral service.
Burial was at Cape County Memorial Park
Cemetery in Cape Girardeau with military
honors. Online condolences may be made
at fordandsonsfuneralhome.com.

Carolyn Wise Ga-
ble, 59, of Newnan,
Ga., passed away
Oct. 30, 2016, at
her residence. ¶
She is survived by
her husband, Mark
Gable; children, Can-
dace Morales, Me-

gan Bradford and Jonathan Gable; sister,
Debbie Ollilia; and brother, David Wise. ¶ A
memorial service was Nov. 6, 2016, at
McKoon Funeral Home in Newnan, with
Pastor Ken Martin officiating.

Homer Kizer Jr. passed away Oct. 21, 2016,
at his home in Adak,
Alaska. A graveside serv-
ice was held at An-
chorage Memorial Park
Cemetery Nov. 8, 2016.
The arrangements were
by Janssen’s Evergreen
Memorial Chapel. ¶ Ho-
mer’s wife, Carolyn
Smith-Kizer, posted the following tribute

on the Ambassador Watch website: “My
dear husband, Homer Kizer, died yester-
day. He asked me to lay hands on him and
pray and then he was gone. We shared
almost 22 years, full of bliss and interest-
ing times—and he loved me—I could not
have asked for more. When we first mar-
ried, he wanted to bring me to Alaska—it
took 22 years to get here, and Adak is not
Dutch Harbor [where he said he first truly
felt as if he were home], but he will be laid
to rest in Alaska, and that is what he
would have wanted.”

Leon Austin Morris, of Rex, Ga., was born
Sept. 30, 1931, and passed away Nov. 21,
2016, at the age of 85. Funeral services
were Nov. 23, 2016, at Horis A. Ward

Funeral Home. Interment followed at
Fairview Memorial Gardens. ¶ Mr. Morris
is survived by his wife, Bobbie J. Morris;

daughter Pamela J. and
Anthony Kimmons; son
Chris and Tamra Morris;
grandchildren Ben and
Jessica Kimmons, Na-
than Kimmons, Tristian
Fulmer, Trace Fulmer
and Tressa Fulmer; and
several nieces, nephews
and cousins.

Valerie Searls, 59, of Lenexa, Kan., passed
away Oct. 30, 2016, in Olathe, Kan. No
funeral services were held. Valerie was an
Ambassador College alumnus of the class
of 1979.Carolyn Gable

Leon Morris

Homer Kizer

Continued from page 7
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A
re we under the law, or are we under
grace? Are there only two choices?
Were the Israelites able to go to God
directly, or were they forced to oper-
ate only under the priesthood?

I have come to believe they were able to go to
God directly. I firmly believe this is clear in the
Old Testament. I was challenged by a family
member about this issue. The ‘discussion’ cen-
tered on Christ’s fulfillment of the law.

The fellow I was discussing this with is of the
opinion the word ‘fulfill’ means to complete. He
obviously has not considered the definition as
published by Merriam-Webster at www.merri-
am-webster.com/dictionary/fulfill:

“Transitive verb 1 archaic: to make full : fill
<her subtle, warm, and golden breath . . . fulfills
him with beatitude—Alfred Tennyson> 2 a : to
put into effect : execute; b : to meet the require-
ments of (a business order); c : to bring to an end;
d : to measure up to : satisfy 3 a : to convert into
reality b : to develop the full potentialities of.”

His definition of fulfilled is based on the vers-
es throughout the four Gospels that say Christ
was the fulfillment of the prophets and law, com-
bined with John 19:30, when Christ said “it is fin-
ished,” interpreted by some as meaning the law is
finished. To people who take these interpreta-
tions, grace alone then is the factor which deter-
mines if we are ‘saved.’ As we know, this is the
near universal standard teaching of Protestants.

As we also should know, that logic does not
allow for any reading of the Greek word pleroo,
Strong’s 4137, other than as number 2.c above.
HWA used definition number 1 above, which is
most likely the case in the majority of the loca-
tions it is used in the Gospels. I would agree,
given the time of the translation and one of the
common uses of the word at that time.

Another of his arguments was that the tem-
ple veil was torn at the time of Christ’s death,
showing access to God the Father was now
open to all. He then argues the converse is true:
No one was allowed access to the Father unless
they worked through the priesthood alone. Our
discussion centered on my claim that grace was
also available from Adam, and was not newly
instituted at the time of the
New Testament.

Yes, I am fully aware of
Pentecost. I am also aware
Christ promised a ‘comforter’
to be sent, and we know this
refers to the Holy Spirit.
Some would claim the Holy
Spirit was available only to “a
select few” before it was
opened to all at the first New
Testament Pentecost after
Christ’s death. This was the corporate teaching
of the WCG, and now is the teaching of most
of the offshoots.

But is it accurate? Was God’s Holy Spirit
available only to a special handpicked few who
had what some might now call ‘special privilege’?
Does God lie when He says He is not a respecter
of persons? How can we align this? How was it
Christ knew He was able to talk to God directly,
even though He was not of the tribe of Levi?
How could He teach others to do this as well?

I want to point out a list of scriptures that
indicate obedience is the key God wants from
us, as opposed to sacrifice. Before you read what

I have found, let me say I fully agree with the
teaching that says Christ is the sacrifice that
allows us to come to God directly. What I am
attempting to point out is God did not require
the sacrificial system in order to reach out to
Him. It was put in place because the people
could not or would not follow Him and open
their hearts to Him.

1 Samuel 15:22–26 / Psalm 40 / Psalm 50 /
Psalm 51 / Proverbs 15:8 / Proverbs 21:3 /
Ecclesiastes 5:1 / Isaiah 1:11–19 / Isaiah 43:23–25
/ Jeremiah 6: 19–20 / Jeremiah 7: 19–24 / Hosea
6:6–7 / Hosea 8:13–14 / Hosea 9:4 / Amos
5: 22–27

I suspect there are
other relevant verses.
This list comes from
just a quick perusal
with a free study appli-
cation I have on my
phone. Just think what
you can find if you really
study.

It should be obvious
God desires obedience
from us. He practically
begs us to come and reason
with Him over our actions
and how His directives for
us are superior to anything
we can devise ourselves. This
desire for us to choose His superior way,
and willingly follow it, is the middle way that
so many in modern Christianity don’t seem
to understand, and many in our fellowship
have missed.

We correctly know Christ paid the price for
our sins. He is our ‘propitiation’ or replacement.
His death is the death we should be sentenced
to. And the ‘law’ we are no longer under is in part
the punishment we no longer have to fear.

But that ‘law’ is also correctly understood by
modern Christianity as the law of sacrifice. We
are free of those sacrifices, because God sent His
physical offspring to teach us, and who became
willing to sacrifice Himself in our stead.

No doubt about all of this: It’s clearly stated

in God’s word. So what about those scriptures I
listed? Do they mean what they say? Or do they
refer only to animal sacrifices, as both main-
stream Christianity and Armstrongism believe?

I would point people to the life of David.
David was of the tribe of Judah. The priesthood
was definitively only of the tribe of Levi. These
are well-known facts by all theologians. Given
God tells us David was a man after God’s own
heart, was not a Levite and was constantly com-
muning with God, it appears obvious God did
not limit people from outside the tribe of Levi
to communicating with Him only via Levi.

Some may say David had to have special

access to God because of his responsibility as
king. The verse in Proverbs addresses this, I
believe. Proverbs were written to all of God’s
people, not just the leadership or priests. That’s
one example. The others speak for themselves.

As I have said multiple times, I am a layman.
I did not attend Ambassador. I did not attend
seminary. I didn’t even finish Spokesman Club.
So I cannot say, ‘Thus sayeth the LORD.’

But I can tell you what I see in God’s word.
And what I see is God has never
closed off access to His spirit to
anyone, ever. What I see is that
people have cut off access to
God’s spirit by their actions.

God is clear that He will
not abide with unrighteous-
ness. He tells us He must
hide His face from us due
to our sins. He tells us that
we separate ourselves
from Him by our sins.
And our sins don’t have
to be actual murder or
any of the other items
listed by Paul or God.

The sin that can separate us
from God can be simply believing another

man when they tell us we have to obey them
because they know the way of God. How many
times have you heard a minister from the WCG
tell you how evil the Pope is by requiring the
faithful in the Catholic Church to look to the
church alone for direction instead of directing
them to God’s word alone? If you were there any
time at all, it was hundreds.

Now answer me this: How many times have
you heard the leaders in your corporate Church
of God tell you they alone are the human leader-
ship God has placed on this earth to lead His
people, and therefore you must (or they strong-
ly imply) obey their directives about God’s law if
you want to be in God’s family?

I can say with 100% certainty you heard this
in the WCG. I can also state with absolute con-
fidence you hear this in the Philadelphia Church
of God. I have been in both; I know. I can’t state

with absolute certainty, but I
suspect you will hear this from
every offshoot of the WCG.
This was a critical component
of HWA’s latter doctrine.

Because the veil was torn in
two, it is undisputed you are
free to commune directly with
God after that event, which
places you under the grace
God allows. I personally be-
lieve the people of the Old

Testament were also able to freely go to God
and were also under His grace . . . if they stepped
out on faith. You have seen my reasons.

What I want to end with is that you must
remember this and not allow the fear of men to
pull that same veil between you and God now.
Unless you have a relationship with God, you are
trying to ride along on another’s coattails to the
other side, just as the majority of Israelites did
when the priesthood was in place.

God doesn’t issue group tickets. You have to
purchase your own. Spend the time talking to
God. And let Him lead you through His word.
Not a church booklet.

Are You Under
LAW or GRACE?

Brought to you as a public service by Hawkeye Home Inspection Service. “We give you the truth”
www.HawkeyeInspectionService.com / bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

You heard this in the WCG. I can
also state with absolute confidence

you hear this in the Philadelphia Church
of God. I have been in both; I know.
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Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

T he Election Is Over—Once again,
God in heaven above has made
known through Scripture the one to
become the 45th president of the
United States, Donald Trump (Daniel

4:17). Having defeated Hillary Clinton, this
was a stunning victory for Donald Trump that
surprised virtually everyone, including myself,
but is it over?

Donald Trump—From the very beginning
of his run for the presidency it seemed with-
out question God had raised him up for a spe-
cial purpose. His stunning defeat of Hillary
Clinton proves it in part, but there are other
reasons as will be noted.

God’s Perfect Time Table—It would ap-
pear God’s choice of Donald Trump was to
slow the nation down to fit within His per-
fect timetable. Having based my previous
understanding on prophetic Scriptures that
speak of the very end-time, that will yet come
to pass, but not as soon as I had believed.
While trying to understand, my thoughts
went back to President Reagan—a conserva-
tive president.

Ronald Reagan—His background and rise
to the presidency had a lot in common with
president-elect Donald Trump. His election
and reign for eight years slowed down the fall
of this nation to fit within His perfect
Timetable. Based on historical duality with
Queen Athaliah of Judah (II Chronicles 22:10-
12), had Hillary Clinton been selected by God
it would appear this nation would have had no
more than six years before its demise! Pres-
ently it would appear a few more years were
needed to fit within God’s Timetable.

Past Presidents—Considering presidents
from Dwight Eisenhower of this past century
to the presidents of this century, this comes to
be apparent when considering the downslide
of some with conservatives to moderates in
between to where we are now with Donald
Trump, who is more conservative than Presi-
dent Obama.

The Emergence of the Holy Roman Em-
pire—There is yet another reason: When
considering the near future with the prophe-
sied Holy Roman Empire to emerge in
Europe, it would seem this is the real reason

why God chose Donald Trump to become the
president-elect. And, if so, he will be inaugu-
rated January 20, 2017, as the 45th president
of the United States of America. (This brief
writing is fully explained in my Pastor’s Comments
now on our website.)

Another Considera-
tion—Is it possible that
Hillary Clinton might yet
come to be the president
in 2017? From the Internet:
“The electoral college,
which consists of party
members elected by local
people to represent them
in Congress, is set to meet
on December 19 and,
although the electors tra-
ditionally support the will
of the people, it is possible they could
overturn the election result if enough
votes are cast for Hillary Clinton.”

Hillary’s Plan to Return—In her
speech to her constituents after her
loss, Hillary said they would not give
up but would keep trying to bring
their agenda back again
by breaking the glass ceil-
ing. The next election will
be 2020. She would then
be 73 years of age. Only
God knows who, but
prophecy does make
known a woman will be
the last president before
its demise (Isaiah 3:12; Na-
hum 3:12-13).

Un d e r s t a n d i n g  t he
Times—These are times like no other in mod-
ern history! Anything can happen in the interim!
Our part is to trust our God to be with all of us
during the very dark and troubling times we
have entered, knowing Jesus Christ is always
right in whatever He chooses to do within the
political scene, knowing He has purpose for
everything He does.

The Awesome Greatness of God—The
awesome and great God in heaven alone knew
the End (Book of Revelation) from the Be-
ginning (Book of Genesis). And knowing the
time of the end has come, true to His prom-
ise to Daniel, the details of the end-time that

were to be hidden until the time of the end
are now beginning to be made known to those
who remain faithful to all the true teachings
taught by Jesus Christ through His late apos-
tle Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong.

God’ True Church—For those who know
and believe the teach-
ings of God’s Holy
Bible, Scripture reveals
God has only ONE
C H U R C H (Matthew
16:18), and no other! And
in that Church are
only those whom God
has selectively called
and added to it (John
6:44; Ephesians 4:1-16); a
little, little Church (a
double diminutive-small,
Exp. Com.; Luke 12:32;
Matthew 7:13-14). And
in God’s true Church
the fullness of His true
teachings are believed
and taught by His true
and faithful ministers
(Revelation 3:7-13).

M Y S T E RY O F
THE AGES—Study
your Bible together
with the last book Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong
wrote: the unedited
MYSTERY OF THE
AGES, ISBN 0-396-
08773-6, and believe it.
This could save your
life from the worsen-

ing troublesome times before us. Remember—
Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus Christ used
to teach all of us His truth (II Timothy 3:13-14).

Links to websites maintained by the Church of God Faith Flock: http://www.cog-ff.com/links.html
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737
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poses only. Entire contents © 2016 The Church of God.

All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in mate-

rial quoted in this publication and trademarks appear-

ing in this publication belong to the respective owners
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“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

A Brief Reprieve for America?
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Happy Sabbath, brethren.

W
e have all made it
home safe from a
wonderful Feast in
Scotland. We had

some really good fellowship and on
the 8th day we had some very inter-
esting and lively discussions which
led to some thought-provoking com-
ments, and an inspiration for some
to dig into the Word a little farther
than they may have already done.

This short study is just such an out-
cropping of one of our discussions.
Quite a bit of what I am going to
speak about is just review for many of
you with some added commentary,
and for some of you it may be com-
pletely new as to perspective. Either
way it is not designed to be a subject
of division but simply of discussion
of many scriptures surrounding the
plan from the beginning.

We are all familiar with the book
of Genesis as to the first chapter, no
doubt. It starts out in verse 1: “In the
beginning God/Elohim created the
heavens and the earth.”

Many have discussed and dissect-
ed this verse and the following two
other verses until they have been al-
most worn out in some sectors. Much
talking, arguing and bickering has
resulted as to some of the conclusions
put forth. When these verses actually
took place is a subject I do not enter
into often due to the fact I do not
believe it is necessary for salvation,
but rather as a point in the past histo-
ry of the plan from the beginning.

As you will see, I certainly believe
there are at least two beginnings or
starts in the plan that God/Elohim
have instituted with the end result of
building Their family: after Their
kind. In this pattern of reproducing
we see it takes two to do so. They
also must be one to do so.

Thus we see that the Creators es-
tablished that aspect in mankind as
well as many of the other flesh-based
life forms to identify Themselves in
creation just as Paul instructs us in
Romans 1:20: “For since the creation
of the world His invisible attributes
are clearly seen, being understood by

the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead.”

By the way, that is the pattern of
life, reproducing it, as found repeat-
edly in Genesis the first chapter in all
the warm-blooded flesh types as it
applies to the flesh-based creation, as
to the creation we see all around us
today. I simply acknowledge that God/
Elohim has given us a lot of knowl-
edge to be found in it, about Their
plan of Salvation. We are to glean
from it an understanding of the plan
and our intended purpose in it.

I do know there was a creation
prior to the physical one which we
are a part of. That is a no-brainer for
me from Scripture and not from evi-
dence given in this creation.

I also know it was not a complete
success, but with that said it was a
long way from failure, as we will
see. It is part of the building blocks
of the overall plan which few ever

focus on. As a result, many do not
see the big picture of what is cur-
rently happening and why.

We know for a biblical fact that
God/Elohim created the angelic
world of existence long before They
created man. Let me say: I see it
clearly in the Bible so as not to put
words in another’s mouth.

So let’s look at some of the simple
understandings that They have given
us in Scripture on this subject and
ponder how it applies to us and the
current plan or beginning of mankind.

To get a very specific account of
part of the “first creation” that is
revealed to us in Scripture, let’s turn
to Ezekiel 28, which is just bursting
with important details about it. Let
us start in verse 12-13:

“Son of man, take up a lamenta-
tion for the king of Tyre (Molecott),
and say to him, thus says the Lord
God/Adonay Yehovih, you were the

seal of perfection, full of wisdom
and perfect in beauty. You were in
Eden, the garden of God/Elohim;
every precious stone was your cov-
ering: the sardius, topaz, and dia-
mond, beryl, onyx, and jasper, sap-
phire, turquoise, and emerald with
gold. The workmanship of your tim-
brels and pipes was prepared for you
on the day you were created.”

These scriptures are specifically
talking about the created spirit being
Lucifer, as Isaiah 14:12 also con-
firms, which we will turn to a little
later. Some of the highlights of
Ezekiel 28:12-13 are as follows:

Lucifer was created perfect!
He was the standard of all cre-

ated spirit beings.
He was in Eden, the garden of

God/Elohim.
This is a bit of interesting infor-

mation, for man was not created at
this time, yet Eden was, and Lucifer

was in it. Lots of speculation could
be brought up about that but it is not
necessary for this topic of study.
However, it does appear that he had
not sinned yet. Remember, when
man sinned he was driven out of the
Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:22-24).

Now let’s continue in verses 14-15
as we hear more about the descrip-
tion of Lucifer and his activities.

“You were the anointed cherub
who covers, I established you; you
were on the holy mountain (Zion) of
God/Elohim; you walked back and
forth in the midst of the fiery stones.
You were perfect in your ways from
the day you were created, till iniqui-
ty was found in you.”

Once again the Scriptures repeat
that Lucifer was created perfect! We
can extrapolate from that that so
were the other angelic beings in that
creation. They were after their own
created kind, as the pattern of

Genesis 1 develops later on with all
created flesh. This pattern is very
essential to our understanding what
some of the differences were and are
in the two creations; that is, those of
spirit and those of flesh. What is im-
portant to understand is that angels
can’t procreate, as we will hear from
Christ/Messiah later.

Now we are going to review how
and why Lucifer sinned, and about the
driving force behind it. There is noth-
ing new under the sun. Verses 16-18:

“By the abundance of your trad-
ing (politicking) you became filled
with violence within, and you sinned;
therefore I cast you out as a profane
thing, out of the mountain of God/
Elohim; and I destroyed (removed;
as in punished and banished) you O
covering cherub, from the midst of
the fiery stones.”

“Your heart was lifted up (became
proud) because of your beauty (van-
ity); you corrupted your wisdom for
the sake of your splendor . . .”

“You defiled your sanctuaries by
the multitude of your iniquities, by
the iniquity of your trading . . .”

Once again a whole bunch of very
important information for us and
given to us in Scripture as a look
into the first creation, that of the cre-
ated spirit world. Let’s ponder over
some of it.

By the abundance of his trad-
ing/politicking he became filled with
violence (no doubt he didn’t get his
way with many of the other angels;
they did not bite from his apple so to
speak) and sinned.

Here, dear brethren, we have the
father of all politicians functioning
just as they do today in the flesh.
What do politicians do? They try to
manipulate things into their favor
regardless of cost or hardship to oth-
ers. They will lie, cheat and deceive
to get to their desired result. They
say one thing and do another, and
speak in half-truths as they try to
garner support for themselves and
their desired outcomes.

They are always making behind-

The Plan From
the Beginning

So What Really Happened?
October 1, 2016 • Kendall, New York • Happy Sabbath! • abibofgod.com

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

There was a creation prior to
the physical one that was not a

complete success, but it was a long
way from failure, as we will see. 
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the-scenes deals and pitting one
against the other to shape their out-
come, all the while never intending
to honor the agreements. Just think:
Lucifer started it all in both the spir-
it and flesh creations. He became
violent in his thinking when he did-
n’t get his own way. He had become
really big in his own eyes as the
“chief” anointed cherubim who cov-
ered the very throne of God/Elohim.
He moved and maneuvered and
weaseled all of his actions behind
the scenes towards getting a follow-
ing for himself at all costs.

He was enraptured by his own
beauty and wisdom and felt he was
the most splendid of all beings in
existence. He eventually manifested
the actions of such pride and was
then cast out of Mount Zion, the
throne of God/Elohim.

There is no doubt in my mind he
authored and instituted the many pat-
terns of those who are big in their own
eyes as well as in the flesh. I person-
ally believe that through his politick-
ing he swayed many others of the an-
gelic realm to see it his way, promis-
ing them empty rewards of vain posi-
tions in his hierarchy, in his kingdom.

Of course we know he has a king-
dom and rules in it, for Christ/Mes-
siah tells us that in Matthew 12:26:

“And if Satan casts out Satan, he
is divided against himself. How then
will his kingdom stand?”

So when Lucifer was cast out of
Mount Zion his deceived followers
were cast out as well for they too had
sinned, but, through deception, which
is very important for our under-
standing about the plan of Salvation
for mankind. His personal powers of
deception are beyond our human abil-
ity to comprehend and beyond our
ability to overcome on our own.

This is when Lucifer (the shining
morning star) became Satan (the
adversary). We will sum all this up
shortly, but first we need to cover a
very important point. Here in Eze-
kiel we also are instructed that he
was cast out of Mount Zion from the
midst of the fiery stones, but he was
not cast out of Eden, the garden of
God/Elohim.

They are not located in the same
place in space. This is often over-
looked as not important if even
thought about at all. Eden was on the
earth. This lends some credence to
the understanding that Genesis
1:2—which starts with “The earth
was without form and void . . .”—
should be translated “The earth
became (Strong’s #1961) without
form and void . . .”

Now let us confirm and reaffirm
some things we have seen here in
Ezekiel also confirmed in Isaiah. In
chapter 14:12-15 we find a prophecy
for the near future: near in the sense
of time as measured from the begin-
ning. I do believe it has taken place
once before in type, and it was no
doubt crushed.

“How you are fallen from heaven,
O Lucifer, son of the morning! You
are cut down to the ground, you who
weakened the nations! For you have
said in your heart: I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne (his
kingdom and dominion) above the
stars of God/Elohim (angelic children
of God/Elohim); I will also sit on the
mount of the congregation (Zion) on
the farthest sides of the north; I will
ascend above the heights of the
clouds (obviously he was on earth), I
will be like the Most High. Yet you
shall be brought down to Sheol, to the
lowest (recesses) of the pit.”

Satan is drunk on power and
dominion, and reigning it over all
that he can. In reality he is allowed

to go only so far. His followers have
been deceived into thinking his evil
ways are the right ways to follow.
They too are deluded into competing
against the way of God/Elohim the
Most High. Yes, there is a spiritual
apple to bite also. As I mentioned a
moment ago this has taken place
once already and will again.

Revelation 12:7-12: “And war
broke out in heaven (not Mount
Zion): Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon
and his angels fought, but they did
not prevail, nor was there a place
found for them in heaven any longer
(confined to the earth). So the great
dragon was cast out, the serpent of
old, called the Devil and Satan, who
deceived the whole world (after he
had deceived many angelic beings);
he was cast to the earth, and his
angels were cast out with him.”

Now let’s see the timing of these
events as they happened the second
time, and the desperate measures he
employs after being trounced by
Michael and his angels. Notice nei-
ther the Father nor the Son had to do
it, for Michael Their trusted and
holy servant was fully capable. Just
think: He was a peer of Lucifer’s,
who did not fall for his politicking.
How humiliating for Satan to be
smacked down by “an inferior.”

“Then I heard a loud voice saying

in heaven, now salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our
God/Elohim and the power of His
Christ/Messiah have come, for the
accuser of our brethren, who accused
them before our God/Elohim day
and night, has been cast down. And
they (the bride) overcame him by the
blood of the Lamb (being applied to
them) and by the word of their testi-
mony, and they did not love their
lives to the death. Therefore rejoice
O heavens and you who dwell in
them! (The marriage of the Lamb
and the bride has come. Revelation
19:1-9.) Woe to the inhabitants of the
earth and the sea! For the devil has
come down to you (can’t leave the
earth any longer), having great wrath
(the great tribulation) because he
knows he has a short time.”

Stay tuned to the fireworks in the
sky and then on the earth!

We know Satan by many other
titles and names such as those just
mentioned in this chapter 12 of
Revelation and a few more being
found in John 8:44: “the father of

lies” (thus a liar) and a “murderer.”
So when we read Genesis 1 about

“in the beginning,” what beginning
or start is being talked about? Is it
the created-spirit beginning or the
created-flesh beginning?

It is my understanding that Satan
does not have the power to kill a cre-
ated spirit being, but only God/Elo-
him does. However, Satan has the
power to kill created flesh if he is
allowed to do so. He has been
named a murderer in Scripture as I
just noted. So when did he get this
designation?

It says from the beginning in John
8:44. “What beginning?” I ask
again. Do we apply the magnified
law that when you even think it you
are guilty? A very important lesson
here! Did this magnified law exist
prior to Christ/Messiah revealing it
to the Pharisees? We will cover
some of this a little later possibly. If
we don’t, please draw on Matthew 5
to see that Christ magnified the law
while in the flesh.

So we have seen from the Word of
God/Elohim that created spirit, even
though created perfect, could be cor-
rupted. Very important to the com-
position of the overall plan of Sal-
vation for mankind and the Genesis
pattern of God/Elohim creating oth-
ers after Their own kind, family
members for eternity. The plan They

have embarked on for mankind will
not allow for another Satan to occu-
py time or space or any realm
known to God/Elohim, for that mat-
ter. Satan has spread his demented
thoughts and way of doing things
among some of the angelic beings.
His lies, delusions of grandeur and
self-importance above all else were
allowed to continue by the Creators
with a purpose in mind.

We need to come to grips with the
fact that God/Elohim could have put
this to an end immediately, but They
obviously decided not to! They
decided to let it play out—let it run
its course, as the sayings go. They
wanted to see where it would go—in
essence, how many of the angelic
beings who had been created perfect
would be corrupted. This was a very
big outward-looking and somewhat
painful decision on Their part.

There is no doubt in me that They
were saddened by this development.
Here They had created the angelic
beings to share in the joy of Their
existence. They wanted nothing but
the very best for them all. They had
given them the gift of life eternal
from the beginning so They could
share this wonderful gift of exis-
tence with them forever.

As I stated earlier, the Bible gives
us only glimpses of these past events
which were a part of the workings of
the start of the first plan that God/
Elohim had put in place. These
glimpses were given to us so that we
can glean from them in our under-
standing of the current plan. They
are there to help us in patterning
some important things in our exis-
tence and in our relationship with
God/Elohim.

No doubt there is a lot more to the
story of the creation of the angelic
realm, but we have not been given it.
So I conclude this is all we need at
this present time to assist us. We are
going to apply all of this to our cur-
rent situation today to gain insight
and understanding and then trans-
form that into a pattern and hopeful-
ly knowledge which can be trans-
formed into wisdom for our use in
our struggle to perfection.

And, yes, it is a struggle, so do not
be discouraged at any time in your
progress. You can get only so far with
the aid of the spirit at any given time,
but you are promised that our Savior
will finish what He has started in us.

It is my personal opinion based on
the patterns in creation, and in
Scripture, that the Gods/Elohim
decided They would work with the
inevitable outcome of Lucifer’s cor-
ruption and of his efforts to corrupt
others. I do believe at that time They
decided to modify and expand the

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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The Plan

It is my understanding that Satan does
not have the power to kill a created

spirit being, but only God/Elohim does.
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plan based on what had transpired
and the understanding and knowl-
edge it had imparted to Them. The
new start or beginning would be
very different in some respects but
with the same goal as the first. Let’s
see two of them in brief:

They learned from experience
that creating beings perfect, from the
beginning, was not a sure thing or
guarantee that righteous character
(obedience and faithfulness) would
exist in them forever.

They learned from experience
that giving eternal life to a being
from the beginning is not a good
thing in some cases. I believe this
was one of the stumbling blocks for
Satan. I believe it enhanced his delu-
sion that he in fact was greater than
his Creators, and I further believe he
used this “life in them” aspect of
their existence they had been given,
as part of his cunning convincing of
other angelic beings to follow him
and to then sin through his corrupt
thoughts and deceptions. I believe he
used this to convince them they were
invincible and thus had the power to
defy God/Elohim and then write
their own plan, their own destiny. He
was so deluded he thought he could
not die. But as we see that comes to
an end, his thoughts pertaining to it
(Revelation 12), and in fact his life
(Ezekiel 28 and Isaiah 14).

Through all of the lessons They
learned during the time frame of the
first plan or beginning, They learned
that if They were going to be suc-
cessful as to expanding Their kind,
Their family, They needed a much
more humble beginning for the next
phase. Perfection and eternal life
had to wait until the end. Perfection
had to be developed, and eternal life
given, after a process of clearly dis-
played faithful and obedient behav-
ior and overcoming the devil, with
each person judged on their own
work and efforts.

So now we have another plan or
beginning started back in Genesis
the first chapter. They decided to
create a flesh-based being, after
Their kind, but with limitations.
Adam would have a temporary exis-
tence which is much more humble
than what the first plan started with.
He would have to experience life
and its objectives through a tempo-
rary state of life.

They also eventually gave him a
helpmate from his existence (from
his own body) as a vital part of
expanding the beings in this part of
the plan. No longer would all the
beings have been created by God/

Elohim, but through the processes
They had set up through Adam. This
is very, very, important and incredi-
bly brilliant on Their part. Satan
hates every single aspect of it and
tries relentlessly to corrupt and per-
vert it in our human existence. Thus
we have the intensified onslaught on
the patterns of both family and mar-
riage which God/Elohim had insti-
tuted from the beginning of the plan
of Salvation for mankind.

Genesis 1: 26-28: “Then God/Elo-
him said, let Us make man in Our
image, according to Our likeness; let
them have dominion over the fish of
the sea, over the birds of the air, and
over the cattle, over all the earth and
over every creeping thing that
creeps on the earth. So God/Elohim
created man in His image; in the
image of God/Elohim He created
him, male and female He created
them. Then God/Elohim blessed
them, and God/Elohim said to them,
be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth
and subdue it; have dominion over
the fish of the sea, over the birds of

the air and over every living thing
that moves on the earth.”

Wow! What a change in the plan!
Have you ever given this much
thought?

Adam and Eve were not creat-
ed perfect and not created with eter-
nal life in them or, better put, the
ability to exist forever at the start
and without any effort to get it.

They were created with the
ability to procreate, reproduce their
own physical kind, just like all the
other flesh types mentioned before
their creation. The angels can’t do
that as Christ/Messiah taught us in
Matthew 22:29-30. “Jesus answered
and said to them, you are deceived
(tough language, imagine that), not
knowing the Scriptures nor the
power of God/Elohim. For in the
resurrection they neither marry nor
are given in marriage, but are like
angels of God/Elohim in heaven.”
For the naysayers who do not be-
lieve this is talking about offspring
being produced, procreating, read
the verses above this in Matthew. It
is totally about that.

Verse 25: “Now there were with
us seven brothers. The first died
after he had married, and having no
offspring, left his wife to his broth-
er.” For what purpose? To raise up
children in his name. That law is
reiterated in verse 24. For those who

are deceived to believe angels can
mate with women and produce off-
spring, you are completely deceived
and deluded to boot. Christ/Messiah
makes that abundantly clear here
and so does the pattern in Genesis
the first chapter as to everything
after its own kind. There is much
more that can be said on that, but
everyone has to cut their own trail.

Adam and Eve were given
dominion over the rest of the physi-
cal creation and were also told to
subdue the earth as part of that. That
again is a big difference from the
first plan in many respects, but not
all of them, for I believe the angels
were tasked with the same command
as to the physical creation as to
working with it, and making it better
if possible but at the very least to
maintain it.

The things I have mentioned
above are relevant to mankind being
created in Their image and likeness.
Mankind was being vested with cer-
tain aspects in this physical and tem-
porary existence that the angelic

beings had not been given. These
were attributes and abilities of their
Creators which would be used
through testings to see what they
would do with them.

God/Elohim through the Being
we know as the Word was going to
instruct Adam in the Garden of Eden
to see what he would do with the
limited God/Elohim abilities he had
been given. A very big part of that
was to see how he would instruct his
helpmate, his fellow flesh being
after his kind. This was a monumen-
tal test that was being worked to-
wards through his training.

God/Elohim did not know which
one of two ways Adam would choose,
life or death. I do believe the Word
spent a lot of time with Adam in the
garden training and guiding him in
the way he should go. We are told of
one very specific command Adam
had been given. We might call it the
test commandment of his time.

Genesis 2:16-17: “And the Lord
God/Yehovah Elohim commanded
the man, saying, of every tree in the
garden you may freely eat; but of the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil (loaded with vanity to the core)
you shall not eat, for in the day that
you eat it you shall surely die.”

It is important to the plan of sal-
vation, and to a subsequent second
Adam possibly having to come, that

we acknowledge that these instruc-
tions were given to Adam himself,
for following in verse 18 we see Eve
had not been made from Adam yet.
It was fully expected as part of the
plan that Adam would take on the
responsibility of teaching this and
all the other commands and instruc-
tions to his wife Eve. He would be
accountable for that. Once mankind,
Adam and Eve, were functioning in
these roles they would be tested to
see what they would do.

In essence they were given two
paths to follow. The first was of total
obedience to the instructions given
(life). The second was one of dis-
obedience and rejection of the
authority and instruction the Word
had given Adam and then him to
Eve (death).

I have heard innuendos against
the ultimate course Adam and Eve
chose. How could they have rejected
such a wonderful existence with
God/Elohim being present with
them? My dear friends, the answer is
quite simple. Just think. The perfect-
ly created angelic beings who sinned
had a perfect existence constantly
before the Creators. If some of them
in all their perfection could stumble
under the influences of Satan, why
does it seem difficult to imagine that
imperfect beings created of flesh
would do similarly?

Adam and Eve had never known
evil in any way, shape or form in the
garden until that fateful day Eve
encountered the uncanny deceptions
of Satan through the person of the
serpent. The tree was in the garden
for a purpose. However, it was not to
be put into play until both Adam and
Eve were well versed in the com-
mand not to touch or eat of it. So it
wasn’t just lingering on with no ap-
parent purpose. Let’s call it the test
commandment as I mentioned earlier.

Eventually the Creators decided
the time was ripe to test mankind, to
introduce cunning rhetoric to what
They had commanded Adam as to
his obedience and his faithfulness to
the Word. Knowing what I know
today through my experiences in
life, first without the spirit of God/
Elohim in me and then with it in me,
I can easily see how they could
stumble and fall through the deal-
ings with one of Satan’s surrogates.

By the way, he has many of them
today running to and fro. Even with
the Father’s calling and acceptance
by Christ/Messiah and the spirit
dwelling in me, I still stumble far
more than I should. Maybe some of
you aren’t that way, but I also know
some of you have expressed the
same thing to me. Satan is so bril-
liantly cunning and deceptive that

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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God/Elohim learned that if They were
going to be successful in expanding Their
kind, Their family, They needed a much

more humble beginning for the next phase. 
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without the spirit guiding us I do
believe we would all perish (thus we
must not be puffed up in that gift
from God/Elohim, and please do not
look down your nose at people who
do not appear to have it).

However, Satan is allowed to go
only so far, thankfully! Satan is a
very evil being who will always go
for the weakest link to introduce and
spread his evil ways. Thus we have
Eve becoming his target of choice.
Remember she had received instruc-
tions from Adam.

As I mentioned earlier, Satan
(Lucifer) I believe used a direct van-
ity approach in much of his decep-
tions with the angels who fell. No
doubt he was quite convinced that
this approach would certainly work
on an inferior being such as Eve. He
appealed to her vanity right from the
get-go. He used his tried and some-
times successful method of first
introducing doubt.

Read this for yourselves in
Genesis 3:1-5. In verses 2-3 we see
Eve held her own at the beginning
but Satan will never relent in his
efforts. Let us pick it up here in
verse 6. “So when the woman saw
that the tree was good for food, that
it was a desirable thing to the eyes,
and a tree desirable to make one
wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
She also gave to her husband with
her, and he ate.”

I can only imagine how disap-
pointing this development was to
God/Elohim, but it was not
unplanned for. We are about to see
the initial disappointment would
only be compounded. The Scriptures
here lend to the thought that Adam
was present during Eve’s test. It also
appears he did nothing to intervene
on her behalf. Way to go, Adam!

It is my opinion that Satan used
the serpent to get to Eve and then Eve
to get to Adam. From what we are
given here in this account, it appears
it did not take much coaxing to get
Adam to sin. There is an account rel-
evant to the first Eve’s deception we
need to apply to our calling given by
Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:3, for our
understanding as the bride of Christ/
Messiah the second Adam:

“But I fear, lest somehow, as the
serpent deceived Eve by his crafti-
ness, so your minds may be corrupt-
ed from the simplicity that is in
Christ/Messiah.”

The command to not eat of the
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil was very simple to comprehend.
However, Satan clouded it with the
trappings of doubt, vanity and lust.

This methodology of Satan has been
successful in both beginnings. It is a
trademark of the devil, a pattern we
should all be aware of.

Now we have disappointment up-
on disappointment. 1 Timothy 2:14
cuts to the chase. “And Adam was not
deceived, but the woman, being de-
ceived, fell into transgression.”

I believe God/Elohim allowed
this to happen for many reasons, but
let’s focus on just one at this time.
To start with, Adam should have
taken control of the situation, which
he did not. Secondly, he should have
taken responsibility for his wife’s
actions and offered himself for the
punishment of breaking the com-
mand, for he was her head as Scrip-
ture instructs us. He did not lay
down his life and from what we are
going to read I don’t think it even
dawned on him.

Remember, not only did he not
intercede on Eve’s behalf; he know-
ingly and willingly ate of the forbid-
den fruit. He willingly sinned de-
spite all the instructions given to

him during all the time he had spent
with the Word in the Garden. All this
was bad enough, but now it gets
even worse.

When challenged by the Word,
look what Adam and Eve both did or,
better stated, did not do. Adam did
not acknowledge his accountability
in the matter. In verse 12 he declares,
“Then the man said, the woman
whom you gave to be with me, she
gave me of the tree, and I ate.”

What an utter failure! He blamed
both God/Elohim and Eve for his
disobedient actions. But the legacy
does not end there. In verse 13 we
read, “And the Lord God/Yehovah
Elohim said to the woman, what is
this you have done! (He already
knew.) And the woman said, ‘The
serpent deceived me, and I ate.’ ”

Now here we see Eve blaming the
serpent for her actions. Neither Eve
nor her husband Adam took person-
al responsibility for their sinful
actions. This was no doubt a long
way from the righteous character
that God/Elohim had hoped for.

However, They were not without
a backup version of this plan. The
desired result did not happen in the
short version, so now the long ver-
sion would be activated, which had
been available from the beginning of
this physical creation of mankind.
The Being we know as the Word had

voluntarily committed to lay down
His life to ensure the success of the
long version of the plan of Salva-
tion. He would become the sacrifice
for the sin from the onset of it. He
would pay the penalty for the sin His
creation had and would walk in.

It had to be from the beginning so
that all the descendants of Adam and
Eve who had ever lived could be
covered by it in subsequent phases
of this plan for mankind. Thus He
was slain from this beginning. Now
the plan would move forward. It was
now designed to go from corruption
to perfection, which is the exact
opposite of the first beginning,
which went from perfection to cor-
ruption. Mankind would be tried and
tested individually in the subsequent
phases of the plan of Salvation in
which Christ/Messiah would apply
His blood so that healing could
begin unto perfection.

Let us keep in mind not all the
angelic beings sinned, for many
more remained holy and without
blemish and thus faithful to their

Creators. I say many more for that is
my understanding for we are not
given specific numbers as to the
effect of Satan deceiving regardless
of what some profess.

We can turn to scriptures which
seem to say one third sinned. How-
ever, specific numbers are not neces-
sary to our understanding of this sub-
ject. As I mentioned earlier, the plan
was now in for the long-haul version
and much of it was not going to be
very pleasant, but such things are
necessary for the desired outcome
whether mankind likes it or not.

As we look at the evil conditions
surrounding us and look at the past
6,000 years of such, we can only
hope all the more that the wisdom of
our Creators is paramount to this all
ending well. It is all completely nec-
essary for man to get to the point
that all vanity is dropped and a com-
plete repentance of our actions is
undertaken. After that, the hope in
us is finished up by God/Elohim.

Throughout the entire long haul,
man has had an adversary biting at
our hamstrings and slashing at our
backs to constantly test us through
cunning deceptions. Please keep in
mind he can do only what he is
allowed to do, yet many do not un-
derstand how God/Elohim could
allow it to continue. For some it
eventually becomes a stumbling

block to a relationship with the Fa-
ther and the Son.

Be comforted to some extent in
your understanding in knowing it is
all necessary to bring us to perfection.
Satan’s primary goal is to keep us
from becoming part of the family of
the Father. We can be encouraged by
many scriptures, and I personally am
encouraged by what we read earlier
in Revelation 12. The current phase
of the plan—the calling of the bride
through two covenants—will be suc-
cessful because of the blood of the
Lamb and the word of our testimony.

We have our individual, as well as
collective responsibilities cut out for
us. We who are called by the Father
to be the second Eve, and an eternal
helpmate to the second Adam, must
do our very best to not get deceived
by our enemy, Satan the devil. We
are to be diligently working in the
household of our Father to serve the
other members of it as opportunity
avails itself with the gifts we have
all been endowed with.

What many do not comprehend is
that the holy angels are our brethren
in this fight and our fellow servants
in the household, as Revelation
19:10 and 22:9 instruct us. Even
though we had different starting
points in the plan, the angels who
rejected Lucifer’s deceits and lies
and flattery and promises are tied
together with us who are striving to
do the same thing that they have
already completed and overcome.

In the past I had a friend who
thought otherwise. He believed the
holy angels were inferior to us. I
made my understanding clear to him
and that he was deceived on that
point. I am told he now believes he is
the Elijah to come, and so do many
of his followers. A terrible tragedy!

At some point in the future there
will be even more involvement be-
tween the beings from both begin-
nings. Those who fell for Satan’s
deceptions and walked contrary to
God/Elohim will be judged by those
who have overcome the devil while
in the flesh with the assistance of the
Father and the Son.

1 Corinthians 6:3: “Do you not
know that we will judge angels?
How much more, things that pertain
to this life?”

How appropriate that we who were
once deceived by the adversary will
judge those angelic beings who also
had been deceived by him as well.

In brief, this is our understanding of
the two beginnings to the building of
the family of God/Elohim. Much more
to say, but let’s keep it simple and
short. We hope some of it can help to
clarify why things are as they are.

Our peace we give to you.
—Brian and Linda Convery

Abibofgod.com
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was deceived on that point.
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H
aving recently spent seven
months in Britain and Europe, I
returned to Australia to find
several unopened Journals. It

was for me pleasing to see so many arti-
cles and ads which recognise many of the
points I have made in adverts in The
Journal over the years, and so The Journal
is to be thanked along with all those ‘free
thinkers’ who were liberated because of
the splintering of the WCG, without which
this would not have occurred. There is
then a growing recognition within the
Churches of God for its members to look
directly to Jesus Christ and His word
which is the message behind this article I
had previously written:

One of the greatest dangers for any
Christian is to lose sight of our leader. Acts
11:23, ‘Who, when he came, and had seen
the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted
them all, that with purpose of heart they
would cleave unto the Lord.’ 1 Peter
2:21. ‘For to this you have been called,
because Christ also suffered for you, leaving
you an example, so that you might fol-
low in his steps.’ Matthew 4:4. ‘But he
answered and said, It is written, Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.’

Of course we all need teachers when
we are babes in Christ and there is a com-
mon tendency for us to continue looking
to that teacher long after the time when
we should have grown in grace and
knowledge enough to recognise that we
must directly build our relationship with
Jesus Christ through diligent personal
study of His word.

We can’t afford to presume that any
man has been given the authority to speak
for God in the manner of that ‘vicar of
Christ’ the Pope, for God’s word is com-
plete, giving us all the guidance we need,
providing we have spent the time and
effort needed to familiarise ourselves with
its contents. Needless to say this is not
something we can achieve in a year or
two, for God’s word is rather like an onion,
it has so many layers! Study it once and
find a deeper layer, and then again the
next, once we have absorbed the first, so
there is always room for the conclusions of
others to be examined in the process, but
your personal conclusions based upon
prayer and study of God’s word, guided by
God’s Holy Spirit, 2 Timothy 2:15, will
always remain the most important! ‘Study
to shew thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth.’

The trap that many have fallen into is
remaining as part of a church which feels
it has the right to determine doctrine for
all its members, based upon the beliefs of
one man, or a group of men. Such a leader
tends to grow in power in his own sight,
deluding himself that no one else repre-

sents God. Anyone else who thinks differ-
ently must therefore be wrong, and cannot
be allowed to remain. Such a church will
have a hierarchy to control its members,
and those who bow before it and its leader
will have, in effect, replaced Jesus Christ
with a man, and the biblical word for this
is idolatry. One COG leader condemned
such an approach as the ‘image of the
Beast’ and ‘Babylon’ in his early ministry,
only to fall into the trap of later introduc-
ing it into his congregations himself, call-
ing it ‘the government of God’ as his
church grew so much that he began to
lose control.

Of course, the man may have set out
with all good intentions, and achieved a
great deal, but just look at your politicians
to see that power corrupts, and absolute
power corrupts absolutely. All men are fal-
lible and those who gain a following gain
admiration, probably wealth, and power,
so maybe you can understand why a ser-
vant of God can prefer to remain anony-
mous in order to avoid becoming such a
stumbling block to those whom he serves.

The main problem is that once doctrine
is established in such a church it becomes
unthinkable that it may be mistaken.
God’s ‘Prophet,’ or ‘Apostle,’ can’t be
wrong, and so error becomes entrenched,
so firmly established that whole churches
have been blinded to the truth which they
could in reality prove for themselves by
opening their minds to the whole of God’s
word.

Today, I want to examine one such error
which has led almost all of the Church of
God into confusion about the events of the
End Time, so much so that, in their false
belief, they will be totally unprepared for
Christ’s return for His Bride. Read Matthew
25:1-10. The same idolatrous error will
cause them to fail to follow God’s explicit
instructions, which have passed unnoticed
by those so deceived, so that in their
unpreparedness their right to be in the first
resurrection is placed under threat.

No one wants to hear that they have
been deceived, especially when they have
always applied Revelation 12:9 to others.
‘And the great dragon was cast out, that
old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan,
which deceiveth the whole world: he was
cast out into the earth, and his angels
were cast out with him.’ So it is under-
standable that few will have the courage
to examine what follows here, which
places greater responsibility upon their
shoulders than ever before, but, then, logic
should tell us that, of those 144,000 who
do marry Christ after the first resurrection,
the proportion who are alive at the End
Time, out of the many years since
Creation, cannot be large, maybe even less
than 1,000.

Many of them will be so elderly that
they may not feel physically able to under-

take the challenging demands of the scrip-
tural instructions God provides, and right-
ly so, which places even more responsibil-
ity upon the few who are capable. Which
category do you fall into?

So what is this most common error in
God’s Church? It is the erroneous
belief that the tribulation lasts for
just 31⁄ 2 years! This is made clear in the
book of Daniel, who provides much infor-
mation about the last 7 years of the End
Time. Let us notice first of all that Daniel is

providing us with End Time information,
Daniel 10:14, “Now I am come to make
you understand what is to happen to your
people in the latter days. For the vision
is for days yet to come.”

We should understand that, in prophe-
cy, God’s word reveals that ‘one day’ may
often picture one whole year. ‘For I have
laid upon thee the years of their iniquity,
according to the number of the days, three
hundred and ninety days: so shalt thou
bear the iniquity of the house of Israel . . .
each day for a year.’ (Heb. ‘a day for a
year’) Ezekiel 4:5-6.

Daniel 9:24 introduces the 70 weeks
prophecy, each week made up of 7 days,
each day signifying one year. ‘Seventy
weeks are decreed about your people
and your holy city, to finish the transgres-
sion, to put an end to sin, and to atone for
iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteous-
ness, to seal both vision and prophet, and
to anoint a most holy place.’

Then, verse 9:25, ‘Know therefore and
understand, that from the going forth
of the commandment to restore
and to build Jerusalem unto the
Messiah the Prince shall be seven
weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the
street shall be built again, and the wall,
even in troublous times.’ This is 7 + 62 =
69 weeks. Multiply by 7 = 483 years from
20th year of Artaxerxes, and this brings us
up to the ministry of Christ.

After that mention of Christ’s ministry,
there is an obvious discontinuity until the
End Time 70th week, when the beast will
appear, who goes on to persecute the
Saints, God’s Holy people, (Daniel 11:33)
and gains control over most of the Saints
for the last 31⁄ 2 years, until 9:27, when
God’s Kingdom is finally established here

on earth. ‘And he shall make a strong
covenant with many for one [last 70th]
week, and for half of the week he
shall put an end to sacrifice and
offering. And on the wing of abomina-
tions shall come one who makes desolate,
until the decreed end is poured out
on the desolator.” By comparing this
last verse with Revelation 17:12-14, we
see that the beast is here referred to as the
desolator.

It is in the last days of those seven years
that all of the earth finally
comes under the control of the
returned Christ, Daniel 2:41-
44, ‘And whereas thou sawest
the feet and toes, part of pot-
ters’ clay, and part of iron, the
kingdom shall be divided; but
there shall be in it of the
strength of the iron, foras-
much as thou sawest the iron
mixed with miry clay. And as
the toes of the feet were part
of iron, and part of clay, so the
kingdom shall be partly strong,

and partly broken. And whereas thou
sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they
shall mingle themselves with the seed of
men: but they shall not cleave one to
another, even as iron is not mixed with
clay. And in the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a king-
dom, which shall never be de-
stroyed: and the kingdom shall not be
left to other people, but it shall break in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand for ever.’

However, in Daniel’s prophecy of the 70
weeks, the last ‘week’ of 7 days (a day for
a year) is divided in two by the Beast, then
causing ‘sacrifice and oblation to cease,’
and bringing about the ‘abomination of
desolation,’ Matthew 24:15. Before His
armies surround Jerusalem, God’s people
are forced to flee, and God’s commanded
work in Jerusalem is stopped. The com-
manded work (read Isaiah 40:1-11 in the
NIV for clarity) is ‘the sacrifice and obla-
tion’ of Daniel 9:27, not the sacrifice of
animals in a physical temple, for God’s
faithful are the spiritual temple, offering
spiritual sacrifices today, 1 Peter 2:5, ‘you
yourselves like living stones are being built
up as a spiritual house, to be a holy
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.’

It is only to the remnant of God’s
Church (Revelation 12:17) who fall under
the control of the Beast in the last 31⁄ 2

years, that the Beast makes his claim to be
God, 2 Thessalonians 2:4, ‘He will oppose
and exalt himself above every so-called
god or object of worship. So he will seat
himself in the temple of God, proclaiming
himself to be God.’

Let us note, however, that the Beast
made the covenant with Judah for one

Tribulation of Those Days
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week, i.e. seven years, and that it is only
in the middle of that seven year period
that he breaks it. Daniel 9:27, ‘And he
shall confirm the covenant with many for
one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause [the] sacrifice and
the oblation to cease . . .’ The word for
covenant here is Strong’s 1285 meaning
‘cutting a compact or league.’

Daniel’s chapters 11, from verse 21, and
chapter 12 provide us a detailed overview
of those last seven years, and Daniel 11:23
explains what occurs after he has made
that league or covenant: ‘And after the
league made with him he shall work
deceitfully: for he shall come up, and shall
become strong with a small people.’ The
word ‘league’ in this verse is Strong’s
number 2266 ‘chabar’—compact or
league.

What follows is a consecutive account
of the actions of the Beast in relation to
the nation of Israel in the Middle East
(Daniel 10:14, as we read) as revealed to
Daniel by the archangel Michael.

However, the big mistake is to uncriti-
cally swallow the teaching of almost all of
the Churches of God that the tribulation
begins only at the halfway point of those
last seven years. The one chapter in the
Bible that has been ignored makes this
quite clear. It is Revelation 14. There is a
detailed study of this chapter in the
‘Articles’ index on our website, but basical-
ly it should be clear to anyone who reads
Revelation 14 that the six angels bring us
messages from God, and they are chrono-
logical, covering a period of seven years,
as we will see.

The last and sixth angel brings a mes-
sage about the ‘Great Tribulation’ which is
described as the harvest of the grapes, the
last harvest that takes place in Israel each
year, Revelation 14:18-20, ‘And another
angel came out from the altar, the angel
who has authority over the fire, and he
called with a loud voice to the one who
had the sharp sickle, “Put in your sickle
and gather the clusters from the vine of
the earth, for its grapes are ripe.” So the
angel swung his sickle across the earth
and gathered the grape harvest of the
earth and threw it into the great wine-
press of the wrath of God. And the
winepress was trodden outside the city,
and blood flowed from the winepress, as
high as a horse’s bridle, for 1,600 stadia.’
This 31⁄ 2 year period, as we will see from
the previous verses, concludes with Jesus
Christ’s return and victory at Armageddon,
Revelation 19:15, ‘From his mouth comes
a sharp sword with which to strike down
the nations, and he will rule them with a
rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of
the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty.’

Now, notice that the third angel, back in
verses 9-10 of chapter 14, warns God’s

faithful people to avoid worshipping the
Beast, Revelation 14:9-10, ‘And another
angel, a third, followed them, saying with
a loud voice, “If anyone worships the
beast and its image and receives a mark
on his forehead or on his hand, he also will
drink the wine of God’s wrath, poured full
strength into the cup of his anger, and he
will be tormented with fire and sulphur in
the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb.’ Some of them fail
to qualify to take part in the first resurrec-
tion at the halfway point, though they
keep all of God’s commandments, Rev
14:12, ‘Here is the patience of the saints:
here are they that keep the command-
ments of God, and the faith of Jesus.’ As
a result they must endure the Great
Tribulation. How long will they endure
it? Compare Revelation 12:14 and 17,
‘But the woman was given the two wings
of the great eagle so that she might fly
from the serpent into the wilderness, to
the place where she is to be nourished for
a time, and times, and half a time,’
and verse 17, ‘And the dragon was wroth
with the woman, and went to make war
with the remnant of her seed, which
keep the commandments of God,
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’
Yes, study this; it really does mean 31⁄ 2

years.
Next, notice that it is the fourth angel of

Revelation 14, in verse 15, which brings
the message that Christ should thrust in
His sickle, for this time, the (firstfruit) har-
vest of the earth, the harvest which is pic-
tured by the first and earlier barley harvest
in Israel is to be harvested, Revelation
14:15, ‘And another angel came out of the
temple, crying with a loud voice to him
that sat on the cloud, Thrust in your sickle
and reap : for the time is come for you to
reap ; for the harvest of the earth is ripe.’
This is the harvest of the firstfruit Saints
at the first resurrection who are then taken
to heaven for their marriage to Christ
before God’s throne, Revelation 14: 1-4,
‘Then I looked, and behold, on Mount Zion
stood the Lamb, and with him 144,000
who had his name and his Father’s
name written on their foreheads. And I
heard a voice from heaven like the roar of
many waters and like the sound of loud
thunder. The voice I heard was like the
sound of harpists playing on their harps,
and they were singing a new song before
the throne and before the four living
creatures and before the elders. No one
could learn that song except the 144,000
who had been redeemed from the earth. It
is these who have not defiled themselves
with women, for they are virgins. It is
these who follow the Lamb wherever
he goes. These have been redeemed from
mankind as firstfruits for God and the
Lamb.’ Notice that they now have His
father’s name written on their foreheads,

having through marriage entered into the
Father’s family.

Obviously then, the first resurrec-
tion takes place BEFORE the remnant
are left behind to be persecuted by
Satan, but let us prove that again by
other verses.

Notice that in Daniel 11:33, ‘And they
that understand among the people shall
instruct many: yet they shall fall by the
sword, and by flame, by captivity, and by
spoil, many days.’ However, it is only later,
in verses 40-42, that the Beast finally
invades Israel with his armies to take
Jerusalem, before moving on to defeat
Islam.’ But not before failing to capture
the Saints who flee from Jerusalem and
losing one of his armies at Revelation
12:16, while verse 17 begins the Great
tribulation!

In Matthew 24:1-13 we first see listed
the events of the first five seals, also listed
in Revelation 6:1-11. Only AFTER the sixth
seal do we see the Great tribulation occur,
verse 21, ‘For then there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been from the
beginning of the world until now, no, and
never will be.’

Then, once more, only after the fifth seal
in Revelation 6:9, do we see the Heavenly
Signs of the sixth seal, verse 12, ‘When he
opened the sixth seal, I looked, and
behold, there was a great earthquake, and
the sun became black as sackcloth, the full
moon became like blood.’ This same event
is described in Matthew 24:29, ‘Imme-
diately after the tribulation of those days
the sun will be darkened, and the moon
will not give its light, and the stars will fall
from heaven, and the powers of the heav-
ens will be shaken.’ Here, the preceding
five seals are called ‘the tribulation
of those days,’ and in both Matthew 24
and Revelation 6 the heavenly signs of the
sixth seal are immediately followed by
the first resurrection. Matthew 24:30-
31, ‘Then will appear in heaven the sign
of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will see
the Son of Man coming on the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory. And
he will send out his angels with a loud
trumpet call, and they will gather his
elect from the four winds, from one end
of heaven to the other,’ Revelation 6:15-
16, ‘Then the kings of the earth and the
great ones and the generals and the rich
and the powerful, and everyone, slave and
free, hid themselves in the caves and
among the rocks of the mountains, calling
to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us
and hide us from the face of him who is
seated on the throne, and from the
wrath of the Lamb.’

Consequently, it becomes apparent that
the first resurrection takes place BEFORE the
great Tribulation which lasts for 31⁄ 2 years,
starting at the halfway point through the

final seven years of the End Time, not at
the Feast of Trumpets, at the very
end of those seven years when Jesus Christ
finally returns FROM heaven with His Bride,
Zechariah 14:4-5, ‘On that day his feet shall
stand on the Mount of Olives that lies
before Jerusalem on the east, and the
Mount of Olives shall be split in two from
east to west by a very wide valley, so that
one half of the Mount shall move north-
ward, and the other half southward. And
you shall flee to the valley of my mountains,
for the valley of the mountains shall reach
to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from
the earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of
Judah. Then the LORD my God will
come, and all the saints with him.’

Finally, this is also proved by Revelation
11:15 which many have mistakenly
believed describes the ‘last trump,’ ‘Then
the seventh angel blew his trumpet,
and there were loud voices in heaven, say-
ing, “The kingdom of the world has be-
come the kingdom of our Lord and of his
Christ, and he shall reign forever and
ever.” (You need to read our article
‘Revelation 14’) Notice that on Christ’s
final return here, it is the angel who
blows the trumpet which many have mis-
takenly believed to be the ‘last trump,’
which is actually blown at the first resur-
rection, for in reality it is God who
sounds that trump, 1 Thessalonians
4:16-17, ‘For the Lord himself will descend
from heaven with a cry of command, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the
sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first, then we which
are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord.’ And Zechariah 9:14,16,
‘And the LORD shall be seen over them, and
his arrow shall go forth as the lightning:
and the Lord GOD shall blow the
trumpet, and shall go with whirlwinds of
the south . . . And the LORD their God shall
save them in that day as the flock of his
people: for they shall be as the stones of a
crown, lifted up as an ensign upon his
land.’ Lifted up at the resurrection to the
sea of glass.

If you, as one of God’s faithful Saints,
believes these scriptures, and the words of
Christ, rather than the scenarios of a man
or men, it should now be clear that there
has long been serious confusion between
the ‘Great Tribulation,’ and the ‘Tribulation
of those days,’ and that the first resurrec-
tion takes place between the two at the
halfway point during the last seven years.
Only if you understand that need you go
on to discover God’s clear instructions to
His faithful people for the first half of
those last seven years, which have been
tragically ignored as a result of following a
man or men, for the time is drawing near
when we will need to act on them!

Tribulation of Those Days

‘Because you have kept the word of my patience (patiently), I will also keep you
from the hour of trial, which shall come upon all the world’ (Revelation 3:10). 
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The Journal visits 10 sites from Panama City, Fla., to Foley, Ala.
have left the WCG.

But, since they have left, they have
cut themselves loose from the moorings
of God’s government.

“Without the clear-cut vision, without
the sense of purpose, they have cast off
restraint, and they go here, they go there,
they do this, they do that, and there is no
sense of self-discipline—because in
terms of doing what’s right in this trial
they don’t understand the purpose of
this trial. They don’t understand what’s
going on.”

The trial under discussion is the test
God is putting His people through. He
allowed “corrupt leadership” in the
WCG to see if the brethren would con-
tinue to submit to godly government
while rejecting ungodly doctrines.

The “trial” has lasted for several
years now because “God has to see us
act out our faith, okay?”

Since about 1995 some of the breth-
ren, including those in Foley for the
Feast, have hung on for dear life to the
Worldwide Church of God, even though
they find several of the WCG’s new doc-
trines—regarding God’s law, the nature
of God and the Sabbath—abhorrent.

Organizers of the Foley group went
so far as to deliberately locate it within
25 miles of a WCG Feast, in Milton,
Fla., so the brethren in Foley could also
conveniently attend with their other
WCG brethren.

“We are the faithful among God’s
flock, the faithful remnant,” said Mr.
Neal.

“So what have we been doing for the
last several years, let’s say since ’95 or
so? We’ve been acting on our faith by
holding fast to God’s truth.”

But, he explained, holding onto
God’s truth is not the problem.

The trial, said Mr. Neal, is the chal-
lenge of remaining faithful to God’s
government. He has no beef with the
splinter groups over the keeping of
God’s law. They have, for the most part,
remained faithful to it.

But they have failed miserably in that
they have rejected God’s government,
God’s human leader on earth, Joseph
Tkach Jr.

“Doctrine and truth, Commandment-
keeping, those are all very, very impor-
tant, and those are all a part of the trial,
because they’re definitely being tam-
pered with, but that’s not really
what the trial’s all about.”

The trial is “not really about
God’s law.” The trial is really
about “how do you handle the
trial. Do you have faith to know
that God truly is on His throne,
that He will handle the problems?
You wait on Him, and you under-
stand that God places His name,
He establishes His government,
at one place, okay? He did that in
the Worldwide Church of God.”

Mr. Neal stated emphatically
that the brethren should not
worry about how “corrupt” the
WCG becomes. “It does not mat-
ter if all of Worldwide goes to
Sunday,” he said. “It’s still God’s
church. When did Israel ever, in
all their corruption, cease being
God’s chosen people? Never. They still
are and always will be.”

The same is true of spiritual Israel,
the church, he said. “It does not matter
how bad it gets. It’s still God’s church
and always will be until He ends
the church eras, however He’s going
to do that.”

Mr. Neal acknowledged that some of
the brethren meeting at Foley—includ-
ing some of the Feast organizers—are
no longer allowed in WCG Sabbath or
Feast services. Several of the members,
including elder Ron Wallen and organiz-
er Larry Brown of De Kalb, Miss., are
not welcome in the WCG because they
have been disfellowshipped.

If a member is disfellowshipped, said
Mr. Neal, then it is understandable and
acceptable that he not attend WCG ser-
vices. But those who can must continue
to attend in order to pass the test God is
allowing His people to undergo.

Someone recently asked Mr. Neal
what is the difference between the group
attending the Foley Feast and “splinter
groups.”

“First,” he answered, “none of us vol-
unteered to leave the Worldwide Church
of God. Either you still attend World-
wide or you were put out or you can’t go
because they’ve gone to Sunday in your
area. None of you voluntarily left
Worldwide. You who can no longer at-
tend say you would attend, you would

go back tomorrow, if you could. You
still acknowledge that Worldwide is
God’s church.”

The splinters, on the other hand,
have condemned the WCG and have
categorized it as no longer God’s
church. “They have set about creating
their own groups out here that some-
how mysteriously form the greater neb-
ulous spiritual Church of God, which is
simply not true.”

Mr. Neal explained his understanding
of “the judgment” upon the house of
God in the modern age. He quoted 1
Peter 4:17: “For the time has come for
judgment to begin at the house of God.”

The verse, according to Bible helps
including Green’s Literal Translation,
indicate that “judgment” should really
be “the judgment,” he said. The verse
in fact refers to something in par-
ticular: the great trial God has placed
on His church in the last days.

The apostle Peter used specific word-
ing referring to a specific judgment, said
Mr. Neal, because he believed he and his
fellow 1st-century Christians were liv-
ing in the last days. Peter understood the
seriousness of living in the end time and
the significance of the end-time judg-
ment from God even though he was off
on his timing, said Mr. Neal.

Peter did live in a time of judgment,
but “I’m telling you that we are in that
final judgment,” said Mr. Neal. “That’s
what’s going on in the church right
now.” The “one thing Mr. Armstrong
hammered away on” for decades was
“government.”

When the brethren in the splinter
groups leave the WCG, they can no
longer think straight when it comes to
church government.

“When you leave the church you
basically take a whole new look at gov-
ernment. You have a whole different
perspective, and you’re quick to point
out all the abuses. Yes, there were abus-
es. The government in this church at
times was very heavy. It was even harsh
at times.”

But God allowed the harsh imple-
mentation of His government for a good
reason, and He even created “loopholes”
so the brethren could rationalize their
way out from under the at-times-oner-
ous rule of WCG leaders.

“God allowed the government in the
church to be harsh at times so it would

be easy for people who want to leave to
leave. It’s so easy just to say that that old
top-down government was always kind
of harsh in a way, so let’s just leave. Just
look at what it caused. It’s caused the
church to be destroyed.”

But it wasn’t God’s government that
destroyed the WCG, said Mr. Neal, and it
wasn’t Mr. Tkach who destroyed it, either.

“It’s our reaction to him that has
caused it. It’s what we have done. Mr.
Tkach has not destroyed this church. We
have by our response to what he has
done. We have created this mess our-
selves. God used him to test us. He had
to have that strong top-down govern-
ment to do this.”

Mr. Neal quoted from Revelation 11,
about the apostle John being given a
“reed,” or a “measuring rod,” to take the
measurements of the temple.

The real temple under discussion in
Revelation, said Mr. Neal, isn’t Herod’s
temple, which was destroyed in A.D. 70.
It is the church, God’s people. God is
measuring His people because He wants
them to set a standard for their brethren.

A small, God-called group of the
brethren is serving as the standard for
their splintered brethren. It is the group
that met for the Feast in Foley, Ala., said
Mr. Neal.

“Can you see now why Mr. Arm-
strong talked so much about govern-
ment? Now, he didn’t tell us that some-
day the church would be attacked from
the very top and all this would happen.

You don’t tell your students in a class
exactly the questions on an exam. You
teach principles and concepts, and you
know if you’ve done your job they will
be able to take those principles and fig-
ure out the right questions, right?”

There was but one question on this
divine exam: How do you handle a cor-
rupt leader at the top?

“God gave us through Mr. Armstrong
all the principles, and in Scripture
they’re there as well . . . Yet 99 percent
have failed the test because they have
not understood how to handle corrupt

leaders at the top. They’ve been loosed.
They’ve cast off restraint. They didn’t
have the vision of what God was doing.”

God is a righteous judge. A righteous
judge must have a standard to refer to.
The standard in the early church was
Jesus. Although Jesus is still the stan-
dard, “there must be something that will
show the rest of God’s people where and
how they were wrong in the way they
handled this trial. So God raised up a
standard.”

Mr. Neal acknowledged that a few
other individuals among the COG
brethren have arrived at the same con-
clusion: that, though they profoundly
disagree with WCG doctrines, they
know they must not voluntarily leave
the WCG.

Yet even those scattered but enlight-
ened brethren cannot serve as God’s
standard. God’s standard must be a
group of at least a few hundred people
because a scattering of individuals is too
easily discounted and ignored by the
Church of God splinters.

Besides, over the next couple of years
Mr. Neal expects the isolated individu-

als to join in with the brethren who this
year met in Foley.

“As the standard is being upheld in a
very visible way, they will instantly rec-
ognize their fellow standard-bearers,
and they will instantly align with us
while the rest are rejecting us.”

How will it all end?
“When all this is over with, the

Church of God out there will have no
excuse, no cloak for their sin, no excuse
for what they have done, because there
will have been a standard established.”

The Foley group is “the yardstick, in
a sense. Our leader is the One doing the
measuring, but He’s using us as the
yardstick. We’re the criteria, in a way.
It’s how we’ve handled the trial, how
we have exemplified governance.”

God prophesied in Malachi 3 that He
would raise up a group of people who
would be the standard, said Mr. Neal.

“We’re like a lighthouse. The light’s
not on yet. We’re still being built. When
the light comes on, the whole church
will see the light,” and other Church of
God brethren “will measure themselves
relative to the lighthouse.”

Mr. Neal thanked the members of his
audience who had attended the nearby
WCG site earlier in the Feast.

“I thank all of you who went to
Milton a few days ago very much for
having the courage to go and to put
your money where your mouth is. It’s
so important that we do as the old Prot-
estant saying goes: Walk the walk, don’t
just talk the talk. We claim to do one
thing, and we need to do that. We claim
a certain perspective, a certain philoso-
phy. It’s so important that we actually
do that.”

Mr. Neal defined “the work” for the
brethren: “This is our work: to hold fast,
to honor the authority that God has
established. That is the work we’re
doing.”

Mr. Neal talked again about the cor-
nerstone spoken of in 1 Peter 2:6: “Be-
hold, I lay in Zion a chief cornerstone,
elect, precious, and he who believes on
Him will by no means be put to shame.”

Jesus is the cornerstone, said Mr.
Neal. But the modern-day group is the
standard “in the same way that Christ
was the standard in His day.”

And “we’re like the cornerstone as
far as this trial goes.”

Will Jesus find faith in the church
when He returns?

“No, not in 99 percent of the church.
But in that 1 percent He has found it.
Now, we’re that stone, the cornerstone of
the measuring, which they are going to
trip over. They’re going to stumble over
it, stumbling at the word of Herbert Arm-
strong because they’re unbelieving or
they don’t have the faith to see what God
is doing. They don’t have the vision.”

If the Foley group fails,
said Mr. Neal, then the
measuring of the temple
will fail, then the bride will
not be made ready, and
Christ will not return, and
there will be no world
tomorrow.

“So do you understand
how incredibly important
your calling is? Do you feel
the weight, the burden,
because you’re the stan-
dard? If this standard is not
upheld, if it can’t do its job,
then the whole thing falls
flat, because God is a right-
eous judge.”

But God’s plan won’t
really fall flat, because God
can raise up stones. “But

He won’t do that, either, because He
knows the right buttons to push to make
you do whatever you have to do.”

Visit the brethren who attended the
Foley Feast site on the Web at
http://208.53.62.162. [Editor’s note: As
of 2016 this website address doesn’t
seem to work.]

Three more Florida sites

Three Feast sites THE JOURNAL did
not visit were the WCG’s site in
Milton, Fla., the Congregation of

YHWH’s site in the Destin area and the
Feast observance sponsored by Robert
Roenspies of Elgin, Ill.

THE JOURNAL was not aware of the
WCG’s site until Mr. Neal’s sermon that
mentioned it, and THE JOURNAL waited
until too late to attend with the Congre-
gation of YHWH, forgetting that the
group followed a different calendar and
therefore had ended its Feast observance a
couple of days earlier than the other sites
in the area.

In the case of Mr. Roenspies, this writer
phoned him before the Feast to ask for the
exact the location of the observance. Mr.
Roenspies told Dixon Cartwright he
would not give him the address because
he was not welcome to attend the Feast
site. Mr. Cartwright was not able other-
wise to determine the exact location.

MEET THE BURSONS—Left photo: Nathaniel Burson of Big Sandy,Texas, 16,
presents entertainment in a juggler vein at the Christian Educational Ministries’ fun
show at Destin, Fla., during the Feast. The CEM conducted services each day in near-
by Niceville. Right photo: Nathaniel’s parents, Cindy and Ed Burson, eat lunch after
attending services with members of the Intercontinental Church of God at the ICG’s
site in Panama City, Fla. The Bursons helped represent THE JOURNAL at several sites in
2000, traveling to several in Florida and one in Alabama. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]

FEAST OF MANY FACES—Top:
Brittney Kurr of Mounds, Okla. (left), and
Jamie Cartwright of Big Sandy, Texas, eat
out at the Feast. Brittney and Jamie
attended the Church of God Big Sandy’s
site in Destin, Fla., in 2000 Above right:
Ron Wallen of Jackson, Miss., conducts a
Bible study during Last Great Day services
Oct. 21 in Foley, Ala. Mr. Wallen appears
live on a television monitor in the engi-
neering control room of the Foley conven-
tion center. Right: Philip Neal of Col-
linsville, Miss., conducts a Bible study, also
on the Last Great Day, at the site in Foley.
Far upper right: Pete and Joetta Nico-
letti of North Ridgeville, Ohio, attend the
site sponsored by the Church of God of
Central Arkansas and Churches of God
Outreach Ministries in Fort Walton Beach,
Fla. Far lower right: Suelinda Obermeit
of Kenly, N.C., attends the Christian Edu-
cational Ministries’ site in Niceville, Fla.
[Photos by Dixon Cartwright]
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I have personal experience of sexual abuse by COG ministers

The religious have changed their working definitions of religion

ana Garland and Christen Argueta
document what really happens to sur-
vivors of pastoral sexual misconduct.

To summarize the article, which
concerns the results of when pastoral
sexual misconduct occurs: The pastor
does one of several things. 

After he has been exposed he
often starts a new church in the same
geographic area. He also moves on to
new congregations where no one
knows about him.

In other church organizations the
offender is forgiven and continues in
the same capacity after the offender is
relocated to a new congregation.

Sometimes he is suspended for a
time and may be required to get coun-
seling. But, historically, the offending
pastor has not been prosecuted for
criminal offenses.

The untold story is what happens to
the offended, women like me, the vic-
tims of unwanted sexual advances by
leaders in the church.

Friends turn their backs
Write Ms. Garland and Ms. Ar-

gueta:

“Reports based on case studies and
on clinical intervention with the of-
fended suggest that the results for the
offended include self-blame, shame,
loss of community and friends if
forced to relocate either to escape the
community’s judgment or to escape an

angry offender who has been discov-
ered or reported; spiritual crisis and
loss of faith; family crisis and divorce;
psychological distress, including de-
pression and posttraumatic stress dis-
order; physiological illness; and failed
or successful suicide attempts.”

I can say, without reservation, that
most of this happened to me. The
shame and self-blame that I, as a sur-
vivor, went through, are almost insur-
mountable.

The loss of friends within the
Church of God was the most unex-
pected. I thought my friends would
support me, for I resisted sin in their
midst.

But not so. My friends did not want
to support me or even hear about what
happened. They withdrew themselves
from me.

COG leaders turned on me
The leadership in the Church of

God turned on me. I was stonewalled
and not spoken to. Except that I was
spoken to, by the church leadership, to
call me a troublemaker.

When I asked an evangelist who
had intimate knowledge of the offend-

er’s past, spanning more than 20 years
of adultery and child molestation in
the Churches of God, why the leader-
ship of God’s church had recommend-
ed the offender to me in the first place,
he cut me off and told me he was
going to stop me right there because I

was attacking the Church of God.
He reduced me to tears and I did

not talk with him after that.
When I was at the Feast and tried to

talk with another leading evangelist,
he said no repeatedly.

I could not understand why he
would not talk to me. He
put his finger in my face
and told me he would
have deacons physically
put me out of the hall and
he would disfellowship
me if I talked about the
offender.

The offender stalks
The offender stalked

me by calling and leaving
recordings on my phone
and via the Internet and E-
mails, and calling me and
letting me know it was he
and then hanging up.

I had a crisis in faith
because I was being punished by the
evangelists and leaders in my church.

I developed extreme PTSD. I did
not want to live. I repeatedly begged
God to end my life because the shame

and pain were so overwhelming.

The offender regularly moves
his membership

My marriage, which I was trying to
preserve through counseling with the
man who turned out to be the sexual

offender, ended. The offender went
on to become a leader in another
Church of God until it finally acknowl-
edged the nature of the offender and
put him out.

The offender to this day has a web-
site trying to peddle his sermons to

unsuspecting women and young girls.
Sexual misconduct by the clergy is

a crime in Minnesota and Texas.
Thirty-six denominations recognize
sexual misconduct by pastors as abuse
subject to discipline.

Here’s the wording of the applica-
ble Texas code: “The Texas penal
code defines clergy sexual behavior as
nonconsensual sexual assault if ‘the
actor is a clergyman who causes the
other person to submit or participate
by exploiting the other person’s emo-
tional dependency on the clergyman
in the clergyman’s professional char-
acter as spiritual advisor.’ ” (See also
Minnesota Criminal Code 609.344).

No greater sin
There is no greater sin than for a

minister of God to cross sexual
boundaries.

God’s people do not want to think
the unthinkable is possible with minis-
ters in their midst, but it is. The
emphasis, by the offender’s group, is
always focused on helping the offend-
er rather than his victims, who are tar-
nished as wanton women.

I did nothing to invite the sick sex-
ual assault on me that came my way.
Nor did the young women who were
seeking baptism seek sick sexual per-
version. They, as was I, were seeking
God’s will.

Why is it so hard to reach out a
hand of help to families touched by
the sick sins of ministers of God gone
sexually astray?

More than anyone, these families
need friendship, help and acceptance.
They do not deserve to be excluded
because of the sins of a misguided
minister, or equivalent, in the Church-
es of God.

Non-COG hope for survivors
Hope for survivors of pastoral sex-

ual abuse can be found at The Hope of
Survivors (thehopeofsurvivors.com).
This group provides a support system
for survivors of sexual abuse by min-
isters that is grounded in biblical prin-
ciples and not in protecting the abuser
or the name of the church the abusing
pastor is associated with.

I have found more hope and heal-
ing here than in 20 years of ministers
and other members stonewalling me
and avoiding me like I was the chief
whore in an ongoing whorehouse.

Women sexually abused by pastors
are usually not wanton women, but
women seeking help from their pastor
and the pastor taking advantage of
their vulnerability through their posi-
tion as spiritual leader.

The woman is clearly not in the
same position of power as the minister.

they have to adapt to change while
also trying to hold onto “eternal truth”
and, second, how tensions arise be-
tween people because of varied per-
spectives.

“Eternal truth” was given to us as
commitment to both Scripture and tra-
dition, bearing in mind that many reli-
gions have their own scriptures and
traditions.

Perspectives aren’t all the same
Perspective is found in how we see

or understand something individually,
relative to other people. Varying per-
spectives emerge even within Chris-
tianity, as this article tries to show.

It is limiting to see our beliefs in
isolation from the rest of Christianity
because the Churches of God (as we
understand the church) have been
heavily influenced by our understand-
ing of religion.

For example, we have uncon-
sciously modeled church services on
those of the world, while the whole
exercise of organizing church services
on the Sabbath was unheard of in the
early days of the church, when breth-
ren met in each other’s homes.

Further, we need to perceive where
other people stand on the spectrum.
For example, other church groups in-
cluding our own are sincere, and we
need to respect them.

Modern definition of religion
“Religion” in modern times has

emerged as a set of beliefs and prac-
tices as well as personal conviction. It
is only since the Reformation in
Europe that beliefs and practices be-
came separated from what had been
an integral way of life.

The Reformation brought about
enormous change from the medieval
era. In former times people practiced
activities in connection with their
church as a matter of community.
Each village had saints and traditions

that you were expected to participate
in. Being involved in these cheerful
activities gave people light relief from
the toil of everyday life (and there was
often food and drink provided by the
local landlord).

With the Reformation came icono-
clasm, the destruction of images. Peo-
ple in the Protestant churches could no
longer look to saints and processions
for religious life.

Missing the pageantry
There is documentary evidence that

some people felt that change keenly
because they had enjoyed all the color,
display and community activity.

For example, Roger Martyn (1527-
1615), describing Holy Trinity Church,

Long Melford, Suffolk, England, dur-
ing Queen Mary’s reign (1553-58),
wrote that “all being fair gilt, & lively
and beautifully set forth,” and “Upon
Palm-Sunday, the Blessed Sacrament
[the consecrated bread or ‘Host,’
believed to be the body of Christ] was
carried in procession about the church-
yard, under a fair canopy . . . with a lit-
tle bell & singing . . . did cast over
among the boys flowers, and singing
cakes [perhaps a version of holy bread,
blessed and distributed to the people
by the priest after Mass],” and “. . .
having a drinking and a dinner there
. . . a breakfast with butter & cheese,
etc. at the Parsonage, & drinking at Mr
Clopton’s by Kentwell, at his manur
[sic]” (cited in Wolffe, 2008).

The issue of community religion is
interesting. In ancient Israel, but in

this context I refer especially to Judah,
people lived as a community with cer-
tain practices. There was no issue with
observing the Sabbath or holy days
because everyone did that.

In recent years we have struggled to
observe these things in a foreign com-
munity, but we generated communities
around our church congregations.

From my own memory, and not
having documentary evidence, people
in Britain would flock towards Bricket
Wood, St. Albans and Watford in the
hope of finding employment “in the
Work” (the Radio/Worldwide Church
of God and Ambassador College) or at
least to be part of a community of
believers.

But did we ever see our religion as

a matter of beliefs and practices di-
vorced from community?

Statement of beliefs unnecessary
Again from my own memory, and

not having documentary evidence, in
the 1970s I recall Herbert Armstrong
putting a stop to The Systematic The-
ology Project and the idea that the
church should have a statement of
beliefs. You see, the danger is in con-
fining God’s Word to a box, and a
box—at that—that contains under-
standing as we have it today.

I can also remember the debate
going up as to how much knowledge
or understanding a person should have
before being baptized.

It’s a difficult debate, certainly, but
life is a journey. Again, the danger of
setting up a box is that the human spir-

it, and the Holy Spirit, can be stifled
according to a few people’s under-
standing or knowledge at the time.

Up until the Reformation of the
16th century the word religio referred
simply to the monastic life. It referred
to people belonging to a religious
order, as opposed to the laity.

Directing virtue
Hence Thomas Aquinas (1225-74),

referring to monks, priests and nuns,
saw religio as “a virtue which directs
a person to God.”

He wrote: “The word religion is
usually used to signify the activity by
which man gives the proper reverence
to God through actions which specifi-
cally pertain to divine worship, such

as sacrifice, oblations, and the like.”
Aquinas saw religion as “the unity

of body and soul in the worship of
God.”

Today we see a kind of personal
giving of the self to God, but no men-
tion of doctrine.

World aflame
Martin Luther (1483-1546), credit-

ed with lighting the match that started
the Reformation when he attacked the
church’s sale of “indulgences,” also
saw religion as a personal faith in God.

The Reformation instigated two ma-
jor changes. Firstly, the Roman Cath-
olic Church lost much influence over
how Christianity would develop. Sec-
ondly, it lost the ecclesiastical power
that it had over state government.

William Cavanaugh presents the

view that European leaders, who had
formerly relied on the authority of the
church to govern, now used the tool of
war to assert their authority, generat-
ing what became known as the Wars
of Religion (Cavanaugh, 1995).

To separate the warring factions the
state adopted the role of dominance
over the individual. You could believe
whichever brand of Christianity you
wanted to while it was the state that
required your loyalty (Harvey, 2013).

Beginning of secular government
Karen Armstrong in her book

Fields of Blood (2004) confirms this
point as being the route by which sec-
ular government came into being.

However, she also makes the point
that ordinary soldiers and generals
involved in these wars during the 16th
century used religion to derive person-
al motivation.

Both Protestants and Catholics
gained “an uplifting sense of right-
eousness” from religion, Ms. Arm-
strong observed.

Cavanaugh noted that nobody gets
angry with other people’s beliefs until
someone starts to enforce them. Then
passion is let loose, which “kindles a
Fire strong enough to consume the
House.”

In other words, be careful of enrag-
ing others over some small point of
doctrine. As the apostle James said,
referring to the tongue: “See how
great a forest a little fire kindles.”

The need to secularize the state was
seen as vital to religious peace. Karen
Armstrong goes on to quote John
Locke (1632-1704) envisioning reli-
gious freedom as the solution to the
religious wars because, he believed,
religion was a “private search” and
that politics and religion should be
separated.

In other words, it is a myth that reli-
gion makes people violent. Rather,
violent human nature uses religion as

The loss of friends within the Church of God
was the most unexpected. I thought my friends

would support me, for I resisted sin in their midst.

The need to secularize the state was seen as vital
to religious peace. Karen Armstrong quotes John Locke
to that effect: Politics and religion should be separated.

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

See CHANGES, page 22
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Lesson of Vietnam: War is hell, not just on the front lines
Fighting an effect

Flash back to 1971 and imagine
the conflicted feelings of families
like the Westphalls when our Na-
tional Guard shot and killed stu-
dent protesters at Kent State Uni-
versity.

Did my son die in vain? Wasn’t
the domino effect a worthwhile
cause to fight in order to stop the
spread of communism?

The war turned into hell at
home. I was a junior in high school
about to sign up for the draft and
then wait to see where my number
would be drawn in the lottery. I
don’t remember anyone back then
running around with his finger in
the air shouting “I’m No. 1!”

Today’s young people have
never watched the nightly news
showing clips of Vietnam battle
scenes followed by the number of

GIs killed, wounded and missing
in action.

I’m sure many of the older gen-
e r a t i o n
remember
the Korean
Conflict and
World War
II. A major

d i f f e r e n c e
with these
m i l i t a r y
endeavors
was public

s u p p o r t .
Maybe back

t h e n  t h e  n e w s
media were a little more self-con-

trolled, or maybe the average citi-
zen was more trusting of the gov-
ernment.

By the end of the Vietnam War

all that had changed. Many of
us have vivid memories of the
pictures of little children run-
ning down the dirt road after a
napalm blast burned their

clothes off.
We remember the war-crimes

trials where our servicemen, in-
stead of being heroes, were con-
victed of murdering helpless men,
women and children.

At this point in U.S. history it
seemed that our own soldiers
became the enemy. As a result it
seems like the new approach of the

military is to wage a clean war
with high-tech, long-distance as-
saults. Media control is handled by
daily briefings and constant press
releases.

It seemed Gen. Norman Schwartz-
kopf, during Desert Storm, was
more of a public-relations man than
a military strategist.

We learned how to put a happy
face on war.

Back to the Feast
Enough about war. Let’s get

back to Angel Fire and the Feast,
8,000 feet above the problems of

the real world. We look forward to
a time when men will beat their
spears into pruning hooks and not
learn war anymore, a time when
there will be no more memorials
built by fathers in honor of sons
killed in war.

__________
This article is updated from one

that ran in issue No. 46, dated
November 2000.

It seemed Gen. Norman Schwartzkopf, during Desert Storm,
was more of a public-relations man than a military strategist.

Legacy founder says of his friend: Rest in peace, King Bhumibol
opium poppies. Crop replacement was
successful and has resulted in the eradi-
cation of opium cultivation as a cash
crop in Thailand, thanks to the relent-
less and visionary efforts of the king.

Mr. Armstrong hired Sawasdi Yin-
gyuad, a Buddhist monk for most of
his life, to teach Thai language and
culture at Ambassador College to pre-
pare students to go help the king.

As a new freshman I enjoyed read-
ing about adventures in Asia like the
novel Lord Jim by Joseph Conrad and
other stories about Japan, China and
other exotic places.

The Thai language sounded exotic,
and it certainly is. Thailand was never
colonized by a Western power due to
the clever diplomacy of the Chakri
kings. So Thailand was left to keep its
own culture and language. Even today
only a few, mainly college graduates,
can speak English.

I studied Thai with several other
students, and we had the opportunity
to visit Chiang Mai, a city in the north
of the country, in the summer of 1973
to study the language and culture at
Chiang Mai University.

I returned to the university in 1979,
where I studied Thai and taught En-
glish to university students.

In 1979 the Cambodian refugees
were fleeing the war and control of the
Khmer Rouge. At first the Thai border

police turned the refugees back, but
Queen Sirikit told them to allow them
into Thailand because they were poor
and starving to death.

I visited the refugee camps along
the Cambodian border, resulting in an
article I wrote for The Plain Truth.

Mr. Armstrong’s contact with King
Bhumibol was cut off during his hia-
tus in Tucson, Ariz., in the 1970s and
early ’80s.

When he returned to Pasadena in
1982 he asked me to help reestablish
contact.

Buddhist monk
This was accomplished with the

help of Phrathepsopol, abbot of Wat
Thai, the Buddhist temple in North
Hollywood.

Before Mr. Armstrong would ap-
prove that channel to reestablish con-
tact he wanted to meet this high-rank-
ing abbot of a Buddhist temple in
America.

We arranged a meeting at Mr. Arm-
strong’s residence on the AC campus.
Immediately after the two met and
talked via translation, Abbot Phra-
thepsopon walked out the door, turned
to me and said, “Get me to a phone.”

Mr. Armstrong then traveled to
Bangkok several times and met the
king. They did not just chitchat. They
had substantive philosophical con-
versations.

I remember an audience Mr. Arm-
strong had with King Bhumibol in the
early 1980s. Mr. Armstrong was tell-
ing the king that AC had only a small
student body. He told the king that

Ambassador was interested in teach-
ing a quality way of life and not in just
getting many students.

The king commented:
“It is better to teach 10 the right way

than teach 1,000 the wrong way. The
10 will then be able to teach hundreds
the right way.

“The 1,000 perhaps can teach many

more, but it will be the wrong way.”

The queen visits Pasadena in 1985
In March 1985 Queen Sirikit visit-

ed Ambassador College, where she
attended several
dinners in her
honor presented
by Mr. Armstrong
and attended by
state and national
dignitaries.

She was so
moved by Mr.
Armstrong’s hos-
pitality and what
she saw at Am-
bassador  that she
commented at
the end of her
visit, “I have just
been to heaven.”

She then pre-
sented two items
to Mr. Armstrong.
One was a golden
peacock encrust-

ed in gems made by hill-tribe crafts-
men to whom she had taught gold-
smithing at one of her Foundation for
the Promotion of Supplementary Oc-
cupation and Related Techniques
(Support) training centers.

The other was a decoration from
the king of his cipher (a royal mono-
gramlike device) in diamonds on a

yellow ribbon. When the ladies-in-
waiting told me she would present the
golden peacock to Mr. Armstrong,
they were crying.

It was so highly emotional for them
because that peacock was the first one
ever crafted and was the queen’s
favorite object.

It was symbolic of the highest aspi-
rations of what she wanted to achieve
in her foundation helping the poor and
uneducated in Thailand.

The special decoration from the
king was one of the highest a non-
Thai can receive.

A sharing of values
These presentations came about

because the king and queen saw in Mr.
Armstrong someone who shared their
values and desire to work actively to
help the poor, underprivileged and un-
educated of the world.

Mr. Armstrong died in 1986. The
visit by Queen Sirikit to Pasadena in
1985 was the last time Mr. Armstrong
met either the king or the queen (who
is still alive but in poor health).

Now King Bhumibol, who became
a good friend of Mr. Armstrong, rests,
as does Mr. Armstrong, until they
meet again in the resurrection.

Rest in peace, King Bhumibol
Adulyadej. Rest in peace.

Continued from page 1
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a weapon or a tool to gain dominance
over others.

Richard King, in his article “The
Association of ‘Religion’ With Vio-
lence,” claims that “secularization” of
the state led to the moment of birth
for religion.

Referring to the Catholic Church,
he uses the phrase “the ‘sacred can-
opy’ of medieval Christendom” when
describing how Christianity used to
envelope society in its influence.

The church’s loss of power then
led to the rise of versions of Chris-
tianity that started to be “systems of
belief and practices” that could be
separated from the mainstream of so-
cial life.

Hence, from the separation of reli-
gion and state, there began to be a
separation of religion from the com-
munity, and Christianity began to
change internally as people individu-
alized their beliefs.

While people had to respond to
enormous change, they found ways of
reinterpreting religion, developing
new traditions and surviving the reli-

gious controversies brought about by
the Reformation.

Cavanaugh makes the point that
the state became coercive when citi-
zens looked to it for protection and it
needed to control borders, economy
and political interests.

To resist the coercive grip of the
state, churches need to put themselves
in the background and bring forward

the ordinary membership to exhibit a
public ethic built on the operative val-
ues of the American (and other) peo-
ple, “values that are overwhelmingly
grounded in religious belief.”

In recent years we have witnessed
the rising power of the secular state as
it gives less and less room to univer-
sal religious values. For example, in

the United States we have seen the
capitulation to LGBT issues as men’s
and women’s washrooms become
compulsorily interchangeable, and in
Scotland the state seeks to interfere in
family life with the “named person”
scheme for every child.

In England we cannot talk about
race or LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgendered) issues freely without

running the risk of being called racist,
sexist or judgmental (politically in-
correct). Who is being controversial
here, religion or the state?

With fundamental changes in how
people approached religion, the way
was opened for individualism. At the
turn of the 20th century, religion was
still recognizable as a set of beliefs

and practices that could be experi-
enced within a certain community,
but that was to change as the century
moved on.

For example, Emile Durkheim, a
French sociologist, wrote in 1915: “A
religion is a unified system of beliefs
and practices relative to sacred
things.” He saw religion as “an emi-
nently collective thing.” However, at

the same time, William James (1842-
1910), an American psychologist and
philosopher of religion and physician,
recognized the individualism of reli-
gion as “the feelings, acts and experi-
ences of individual men . . . [as] they
may consider the divine. The dramat-
ic difference between two scholars’
understandings of religion is impor-

tant because the clash between insti-
tutional religion and the privatization
of religion evidenced the struggle
between those who wished to retain
beliefs and practices as the bedrock of
a religion and those who wished to
respond in a more-personal way.

While religious freedom, emerging
from the Reformation, should have
simplified the loyalties of ordinary
people, the conflict continues as some
people wish religion to be a matter of
beliefs and practices within one insti-
tutional church over all, while others
wish to interpret religion as a person-
al expression.

An important aspect of the separa-
tion of church and state that is often
overlooked is that in America there
was a defining moment when the two
were separated by law (the First
Amendment, 1791), but in Britain
this never happened because the
Church of England and the Church of
Scotland remained supreme, though
they lost influence.

This is why the Worldwide Church
of God had difficulty establishing a

ROYAL VISIT—Legacy Institute founder Leon Sexton presents the
governor of California, Pete Wilson, and Gayle Wilson to King Bhumibol at
the palace in Bangkok, Thailand, in the 1990s. Mr. Sexton (center) shakes
hands with the king. Gayle Wilson, the governor’s wife (in background),
looks on. [Photo by Gloria Sexton]

Changes in approach to religion allowed a new individualism
Continued from page 21

American philosopher of religion Williams James
saw religion as ‘the feelings, acts and experiences

of individual men’ as ‘they consider the divine.’

See BELIEFS REINTERPRETED, page 24

Continued from page 1
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Readers report from Africa, Jamaica, Serbia, Wears Valley
going concern and love he displayed
during the feast! Ondigo Ochieng.

Bomet, Kenya: Two reports
Two hundred members attended

the Feast. The church members were
grateful and waiting for another Feast
coming next year by God’s willing.

Thank you, Dr. Bob Thiel, for the
support you gave us. Erik Koech.

Our one week Feast of tabernacles
at Bomet began Sunday, Oct. 16, when
we opened our meeting with prayers.

We had more than 30 members
who attended on the first day. On
Monday more people attended and we
had morning and evening lessons.

This year’s Feast was actually
different from last year’s because of
financial reasons. Pastor Tomas
Koskey.

Rift Valley, Kenya:
Lactating mothers

I am greeting you in the name of
Messiah. We successfully did the
Feast of Tabernacles in Rift Valley
and we were blessed.

The Feast was at Chilani church In
Transmara, with more than 400 peo-
ple attending, and another one
in Mau and Bomet also.

The Feast in the Mau church
was the first to be held in the
area.

In Chilani the congregation
was full. The villagers also
attended the Feast, milk was
the required commodity due to
lactating mothers who attend-
ed the Feast because they don’t
eat meat as others.

We appreciate the presence
of Pastor Ochieng, who gave us
money to buy a slaughtered bull. Due
to the size of the congregation the bull
was equal to eating a piece of chicken
meat.

The hall we have is not enough to
accommodate all the brethren, so we
have to exclude youths. We therefore
urge someone to build for us a big hall
in Chilani. Joseah Kipngetich.

Philippine Feast
Anthony Flavell sent in some clari-

fication about the Feast in the Philip-
pines. Because of travel problems,
there were seven meeting in Cagayan
de Oro and 11 or 12 meeting in Silay
City (Bacolod).

In summary
This was the biggest ever Feast of

Tabernacles for the Continuing
Church of God. Our attendance has
increased more than 30 percent per
year since we formed.

We expect to have even more festi-
val attendees in 2017. The locations for
2017 are planned for announcement at
our website, ccog.org.  Bob Thiel.

DESTIN FEAST: 150 DOLPHINS

DESTIN, Fla.—The Destin Feast
of Tabernacles site was one of

four sponsored by the Church of God
Big Sandy, pastored by Dave Havir.

The other three were Big Sandy,
Texas; Myrtle Beach, S.C.; and Pres-
cott, Ariz. In previous years the Big
Sandy church has sponsored as many

as seven Feast sites.
The days were the same as most

other Church of God Feast observanc-
es, based on the Jewish calendar. For
2016 the dates were Oct. 16-24.

Coordinator for Destin was David
Havir III.

Speakers included Lenny Cacchio
of Lee’s Summit, Mo.; Matt Chal-
mers, Louisville, Ky.; Ramon Cole-
man of Kansas City, Mo.; Ben
Franklin of Birmingham, Ala.; Steven
Gibson of Lexington, Tenn.; Mark
Gully of Coaldale, Colo.; Dave Havir

of Big Sandy; David Havir III of
Lindale, Texas; Neil McIver of White
Oak, Texas; Bernie Monsalvo of Mo-
bile, Ala.; Neal Parker of Birming-
ham; Chad Tate of Harrison, Ark.; and
Ken Tate, also of Harrison. 

Extracurricular activities included
swimming and other beach activities,
restaurants and a remarkable dolphin
cruise.

On the cruise the participants saw
an impressive number of dolphins.

One young dolphin viewer, Cater
Cartwright of Nacogdoches, Texas,
stopped counting at 67 dolphins jump-
ing out of the water.

Some estimates were that the cruis-
ers saw at least 150 of the ocean-inhab-
iting mammals that seemed to jump
and dance to entertain their audience.
Dixon Cartwright, Big Sandy, Texas.

FEAST IN JAMAICA WITH DRUMS

OCHO RIOS, Jamaica—A major
problem for the Kingston, Ja-

maica, congregation of the Church of
God International is that its rapid
growth makes it a headache to find
adequate convention facilities to keep
the Feast of Tabernacles.

This year some 440 persons turned
up for the Feast, outstripping expecta-
tions and forcing last-minute changes
to seating arrangements.

Fortunately, everyone was comfort-
able in our new, larger Anglican
Church hall in Ocho Rios, which we
virtually outgrew just as we were
beginning to think we had finally
found a place where we could settle in
for a few years.

No such luck with our exponential
growth. It’s a cliché, we know, but if
it’s true it has to be repeated: Brethren

agreed this was their best Feast ever.
The quality of the sermons was

high, with a strong mix between the
doctrinal and practical.

The highlight of the preaching was
the three-part sermon series on Islam
by former Muslim turned CGI minis-
ter Canadian Adrian Davis, who had
brethren on the edge of their seats
looking at Islam in history and
prophecy and hearing startling quota-
tions from the Koran and Hadith.

Mr. Davis, who in November had a
much-talked-about public debate in
Canada with an imam, displayed his
considerable knowledge of Islam and
had the brethren eating out of his
hands, as it were.

Powerful sermons were also given
by deacons Stephen Scale and Derrick
Alwood, with equally challenging
messages by deacons Christopher
Hendricks, Winston Samuels and
Henry Small and speakers Dwayne
McKenzie, Ray Williams, Jermaine
McKenzie, Jonah Lewis and Eliud
Ramocan.

I gave one sermon on “How to
Avoid a Spiritual Heart Attack,”
stressing principles of Christian

growth.
Messages also covered how to keep

from falling away, forgiveness, the
wonderful world tomorrow, making
God our priority and the resurrections.

It was particularly delightful to play
host to some members from two
Church of God 7th Day congregations
who have recently come over to feast-
day observance as a result of presenta-
tions I made to them pointing out the
necessity of feast-keeping.

Led by Bishops Chambers and
Sewell, these brethren were exultant

as they shared with the CGI the
absolute joy of celebrating their first
combined Feast of Tabernacles
meeting.

Another highlight of the Feast was
the baptism of seven persons on the
Last Great Day. What a morning of
rejoicing that was as about 100
brethren joined the baptismal candi-
dates on the breach for that memo-
rable ceremony.

The socials were also unforget-

table. Jamaican Night, featuring Ja-
maican food, fashion and music, will
long be remembered.

The Family Fun Show was spectac-
ular, ending with the performance of a
live band of professional musicians
with international touring experience.
Even I was called on stage to perform,
which I did!

A picnic planned was canceled
because of weather, but there was
enough fellowship to substitute. There
was also an all-white party (referring
to clothing, not people!) that was
delightful and a couples’ night out at
an entertainment spot.

There was a strong emphasis on
prayer this year, including prayer on

the beach every morning. There was a
moving prayer meeting Friday night
during which members prayed for
their leaders and each other. Some
brethren literally cried out to the Lord
in supplication and praise.

Praise and worship, with drums,
were magnificent. CGI services here
have a strong element of praise and
worship and are quite unlike tradition-
al Church of God services in North
America.

Our vibrant worship along with our
strong emphasis on doctrinal presen-
tations and our distinctive truths have
been responsible for our extraordinary
growth.

CGI Kingston hosts the largest
Church of God Feast of Tabernacles
in the entire Caribbean.

Our annual speaking competition
at the Feast in which a distinctive
Church of God doctrine is defended
against its critics this year featured the
topic “Are Signs and Wonders for
Today?”

Again Deacon Stephen Scale
emerged winner, marshaling argu-
ments to show that signs and wonders

have ceased as an evangel-
ism tool and won’t reappear
until the prophetic work of
the Two Witnesses.

High spirits, renewed
commitment and passionate
engagement characterized
our Tabernacles observance.

We left Ocho Rios
recharged and reenergized to
go back to our homes to
practice what we had learned
and show greater apprecia-
tion for having found the
faith once for all delivered
unto the saints. Ian Boyne.

CHURCH OF GOD
MOST HIGH

W EARS VALLEY,Tenn.—Thirty-
two persons were present at

the annual Feast of Tabernacles and
Last Great Day at the beautiful moun-
tains near Wears Valley.

The observance was sponsored by
Vince Ogorek, founder and pastor of
the Church of God Most High, who
presented eight messages (one a day).

He began by demonstrating from
the Scriptures, in John 6-7, how Jesus
instructed His disciples to keep the
Feast and that He came later in the
midst of it and taught the Jews in their
temple (John 6:63), offering eternal
life (Revelation 20).

In other messages, Mr. Ogorek
showed that the seven annual sabbaths
are mandatory, part of the New
Covenant one enters into at baptism.

He critically examined Colossians
2 objections in light of Luke 4:16.

During the Feast Mr. Ogorek
explained that it is incumbent upon
every human being to be in the
Kingdom of God to believe in the
messenger of the New Covenant Jesus
anointed and His message and God
the Father’s message: the glad tidings
of the Kingdom of God.

Mr. Ogorek also presented a mes-
sage on the “nature of God.”

He made plain the identity of the
two Yahwehs (Lords or Eternals),
pointing out the distinctions between
Lord God Most High (Genesis 14:22)
and Lord God Almighty (Genesis
17:1-3).

Mr. Ogorek demonstrated that two
God beings currently now exist.

In his Last Great Day message Mr.
Ogorek demonstrated there are three
distinct resurrections of the dead
revealed in the Bible, and all three can
be found in Revelation 20.

1 Corinthians 15:25-26 is a refer-
ence to Psalm 110:1, the prophecy
about all enemies to be put under His
feet, the last enemy to be destroyed
being death and him who had the
power of death, the devil and his angels
(Matthew 25:41). Vincent Ogorek.

‘Brother Albert Tembo from Mzuzu came and attended for only
one day because his wife was not feeling well. I discovered that he is

the pastor of a Church of God 7th day for more than 30 years.’

Continued from page 24

CONTINUING AND INTERNATIONAL—Photos on this page were
taken at Continuing Church of God (CCG) and Church of God
International (CGI) Feast of Tabernacles sites. Photo 1: A shot of the
crowd during a service of the CGI in Ocho Rios, Jamaica. Photo 2: A ban-
ner in Malawi at a CCG observance proclaims Feast 2016. Photo 3: A
group of festivalgoers in Belgrade, Serbia, at a site sponsored by the
CCG. That church’s founder and president, Bob Thiel of Arroyo Grande,
Calif., sits in the center foreground. Photo 4: Christopher Hendricks and
Angela McKenzie lead a rousing praise-and-worship session for the CGI
in Ocho Rios. CGI pastor is Ian Boyne. Photo 5: The CCG group in
Cagayan de Oro, Philippines. [Photos courtesy Ian Boyne, Bob Thiel,
Evans Ochieng Sosten Libungwa and Anthony Flavell]
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you want to take the prerogative of
saying who does and does not have
the Spirit of God.

Other person: Don’t you think
the Unitarian doctrine offends God
and especially Jesus Christ?

My response: First, while I under-
stood that God is a jealous God and
can be a consuming fire (Deuteron-
omy 4:24), I don’t think He gets as
offended at the grasshoppers who
inhabit the earth (Isaiah 40:22) as
some people imagine.

Second, Jesus showed love to-
ward the centurion (Matthew 8:5-
10) and the woman of Canaan (Mat-
thew 15:22-28) even if they did not
fully understand Him. Jesus Christ
set us an example of love.

Other person: Your emphasis on
loving Unitarians sounds like you
are going Protestant.

My response: First, God is love.
Please give God, and not Protestants,
the credit for my showing love.

Second, from a technical point of
view, Binitarians are closer to Prot-
estantism than Unitarians are. Most
Protestants are Trinitarians, and
Binitarians are closer to Trinitarians
than Unitarians are. For the record,
Unitarians are closer to the Jewish
perspective about God.

Rejecting Jesus as Christ?
Other person: Aha. That’s the

danger. The Jews reject Jesus as the
Messiah, and these Unitarians reject
Jesus as Messiah.

My response: I can’t speak for
Unitarians in general, but my four
Unitarian friends at the 2001 Feast all
zealously accept Jesus as Messiah.

Other person: Doesn’t 1 John 4:2-
3 identify Unitarians as anti-Christ?

My response: Again I say I can’t

speak for Unitarians in general, but
my four Unitarian friends are not
anti-Christ. They certainly “confess
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh.”

Binitarians believe that God emp-
tied Himself and came in the flesh as
Jesus Christ. Unitarians believe
Jesus Christ came in the flesh.

Some Binitarians believe that God
died, while other Binitarians believe
that only the physical man Jesus died.
Unitarians believe that God cannot die.

Other person: Since you’re being
so nice to heretics, you might be a
Laodicean.

My response: If a person believes
1 Corinthians 13:2, is he a Laodi-
cean? That verse says that, if you and
I understand all mysteries and we
have all knowledge but we do not
have love, we are nothing.

Let me say it another way: A
Binitarian who does not have love
for Unitarians is nothing!

Conviction and compassion
When you look at written words

on a page, the Binitarian-Unitarian
issue can be a philosophical matter
that stirs the emotions.

When you look into the eyes of a
brother or sister in Christ who has a
different perspective about the Bini-
tarian-Unitarian issue, the atmos-
phere can change.

Can you receive someone you con-
sider to be weak in the faith? (Ro-
mans 14:1). (He may consider you to
be weak in the faith.) Can you receive
him without “doubtful disputations”?

I hope you discover that some of
your friends are Unitarians so that,
while you maintain your convic-
tions, you can show the love of God
toward them.

You might discover that they show
the love of God back toward you.

Beliefs reinterpreted post-WCG

Feast reports for 2016 begin in this issue
F east of Tabernacles reports sent

in by readers of THE JOURNAL

begin below for Feast 2016.
Many, but not all, 2016 observanc-

es started on the evening of Oct. 16
and ran through Oct. 24.

You’re invited to send your Feast
reports for THE JOURNAL to info@the-
journal.org or P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

The following reports are in alpha-
betical order by dateline.

CONTINUING
CHURCH OF GOD

ARROYO GRANDE,
Calif.—This year, 2016,

marked the fourth year the
Continuing Church of God
(CCG) held its own Feast of
Tabernacles sites. This was
also the fourth year that my
wife, youngest child, and I
divided our time between a
site in the U.S.A. and another
outside of the U.S.A.

This time for the Feast we
went to Gouda, in the Nether-
lands, and Aurora, Ill., in the
United States.

Before heading to
Gouda we stopped off
in Belgrade, Serbia,
which later had a CCG
Skype site in Serbian
for 10 people. We had
never been to Serbia
and were glad to meet
some of the brethren
there (most of whom live far from
Belgrade).

We had festival sites in at least 14
locations, with about 1,900 attendees.
(A group in Nigeria claims affiliation
with us, but, because we have not met
it, we have not its members’ site or
numbers in these figures.)

This report mainly includes ac-
counts from the leaders at the 14 sites.

Ghana: Thanks, Dr. Bob
Dear Dr. Bob: Thank you for what

you have done for Continue [Con-
tinuing] Church of God in Ghana. I
am happy that the whole congregation
here have accepted our togetherness
because since we got to know about
Continue Church of God in America.

All good things that will uplift the
glory of God Satan wants to trample
upon. We will work with Continue
Church to spread the gospel in Africa
to reveal God’s glory. Osei Bonsu.

Ghana: Touched by God
Brethren, we hope to

testify here and again that,
when the situation became
very difficult for acquiring
a place to keep the Feast
because of the unbearably
huge cost of the facilities,
the church had no option
but to revert to an old place we had
earlier been told never to come seek-
ing for their facility.

We made an approach, and to our
amazement the Roman priest in
charge of the place, having been
touched by God, decided we should
be allowed to use their facility be-
cause he personally was interested in
the Feast. Wonderful!

The first day of the Feast was
graced by the general overseer, Pastor
Samuel Ofosu Gyeabour.

I acknowledge with much gratitude
Pastor Bob Thiel and Pastor Evans
Ochieng and all the brethren through-
out the congregations of the Contin-
uing Church of God for assisting us
financially and spiritually. Pastor
Samuel Ofosu Gyeabour, general
overseer, Ghana.

Ndhiwa and Tanzania
I waited for a long time before I

sent this report simply because I was
still waiting to hear from all Feast

sites in Africa. The last reports I re-
ceived yesterday were from our
brethren in Tanzania and Ghana.

I am very happy to hear from our
brethren in Tanzania that this is the
year that they enjoyed the Feast in the
best way so far. They were very happy
to have their own site.

Even though the site is not com-
plete, it helped our brethren in Tan-
zania so much. I received calls from
people thanking and praising the stan-
dard of the Feast that they kept.

Martin Wanga gave report that they
were 32 brethren who kept the Feast.
Also I received a long letter from
Samuel Efosu that was explaining
many things concerning the Feast of
this year. He also told me that the
Feast was very good. I hope he sent
the report. Sosten also sent the report
long time ago.

In Kenya the Feast sites were four,
namely Ndhiwa, Transmara, Bomet
and Mau.

We baptized nine people during the
camp. A baby was born and they
named him Evans Ochieng. We also
received two members who joined
Continuing. Pastor Evans Ochieng.

Mau, Kenya: Report from two
I greet you in the name of Jesus,

hoping that you are all fine over there.
We proceeded well through the Feast
of Tabernacles. It was so blessed and
many groups from Mau attended. We

had 320 brethren who came from the
Osotua church, Kewet church and
Ngoben church.

Many people were converted. We
had peace, no difficulties and no
shortage of food. Stanley Kibet and
Elder Joseah Kipngetich.

New Brunswick: Fantastic
We enjoyed a fantastic Feast in the

Canadian province of New Bruns-
wick. Deacon Richard Close.

Ethiopia: Blessed
This is the day we finish the feasts

of this year. Our God blessed us.
[The writer did not indicate if mem-
bers from South Sudan were able to
attend. They are also served by
him.] Koang Deng.

Malawi and Mozambique
Dear Pastor Dr. Bob: In Malawi

many came to attend. The people
from Mozambique arrived before the
sunset of Oct. 16 and the people from
Zomba arrived at 2 p.m. of the same

Saturday.
We have also received brethren

from Balaka district, which joined
Continuing one month before the
Feast. We provided funds for them to
come. There were 10 of them.

About 25 came from Zomba dis-
trict. Thirty-three came from Mozam-
bique, 55 from Migowi, 40 from Na-
mangale and 45 from Mulomba, plus
other interested groups.

People wore T-shirts with Feast
of Tabernacles written on the front

and the  Continuing
Church of God on the
back.

Brother Albert
Tembo from Mzuzu
came and attended
for only one day
because his wife was
not feeling well. I
discovered that he is
the pastor of a Church
of God 7th day for
more than 30 years.
Sosten Libungwa.

Malawi:
Happy Feast

It was really good
to meet Brother Sos-
ten Libungwe at
Migowi in Phalom-
be here in Malawi. It
was a long journey
by bus from Mzuzu
to Migowi. I was ex-
ceedingly happy to

be with the brethren at the Feast of
Tabernacles.

It was unfortunate that I could not
complete the celebration with the
brethren because of my wife’s sudden
illness.

May God richly bless you and the
great work that you do. Albert Adam-
son Tembo.

New Zealand: Feast baptism
Hi, Bob. Good news! I am pleased

to report God has added a new mem-
ber to His family. Our daughter
Danielle Gestro was baptized on
Sunday morning by her granddad
Solomona Leaana and myself.

We are all home safely once again
from the Feast. While you in the
northern hemisphere were having a
fall Feast we here in the southern were
enjoying our springtime.

The weather was great apart from a
couple of days of showers. The view

was beautiful and peaceful.
Our Feast in New

Zealand was a spiritually
wonderful time for us all.
We appreciate the spiritual
food our Father has in-
spired you our leader and
our brethren to teach us.

We enjoyed fellowship
and discussing sermons and

other biblical topics. We enjoyed par-
ticipating in activities together, from
seeing lions being fed to creative glass
sculptures, sharing many meals and
listening to Sharon’s special music
and praising God with psalms with
her provision of hymn music.

Despite technical challenges with
our sound system, we managed to
hear all the messages.

We look forward to the establish-
ment of His Kingdom on earth and an
opportunity of salvation for all. What
a blessed time it will be. John Hickey.

Kenya: more reports
Glad to inform you that we enjoyed

the wonderful Feast of Tabernacles
and the Last Great Day.

Many people from outside of the
Continuing Church were pleased to
attend, and some have received a call-
ing from God through the uplifting
sermons and sermonettes.

God bless Pastor Evans for his out-

The reports of Tabernacles
observances in 2016 were post-
marked Arroyo Grande, Destin,

Ocho Rios and Wears Valley. 

OCHO RIOS AND DESTIN—Above: An-
gela Morris performs special music at the CGI Feast
site in Ocho Rios, Jamaica. Right: Cater Cartwright,
7-year-old son of Trey and Brandi Cartwright of
Nacogdoches, Texas, scoots at the Pelican Beach
Resort in Destin, Fla., at a Feast site sponsored by
the Church of God Big Sandy. [Photos by Ian Boyne
and Dixon Cartwright]

presence in Britain or anywhere in
Europe: The state controlled religion
and the broadcasting media. The
church had to hide behind corporate
organizations—for example, Ambas-
sador College, The Plain Truth, Am-
bassador Press, the Ambassador
Foundation.

It was a coup to discover that
t h e r e  w a s  a
church behind
all this that you
could actually
belong to!

The empha-
sis on corporate
organizat ion
led to the WCG being run like a busi-
ness, with offices centrally placed and
the membership sidelined.

We have seen ourselves reinterpret-
ing our beliefs and practices when the
WCG dramatically changed its teach-
ings in the mid-1990s. Confronted
with a sudden major change in teach-
ings, people who remained with the
WCG had to realign their reasoning
and loyalties to stay with the church.

Having been taught that there was
“only one true church,” brethren’s
consciences were compromised.

Those who left the WCG also
realigned how they understood their
beliefs, reinterpreting their religion.
Remaining with the Sabbath and holy
days as supremely important, the next
most important factor, as given to the
membership, was church government,
which they had been led to believe
was also all important.

So they played gymnastics with
their minds,
reinterpreting
church gov-
ernment until
they felt rea-
sonably com-
f o r t a b l e
again.

Many forms of government were
debated until finally church members
settled down where they were com-
fortable.

In conclusion, the tensions that
arise among people when adapting to
change and reconciling perspectives
bring enormous strain to people, and it
is no wonder that brethren find them-
selves falling out with each other.

Perhaps making religion less con-
troversial should involve paying
attention to human relations as well as
the niceties of doctrine.

Continued from page 22

Those who left the
WCG played gymnastics

with their minds.

See READERS REPORT, page 23

Must the atmosphere change?
Continued from page 3


