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Shouldn’t you do a wedding
or funeral for just anybody?
By Dixon Cartwright
ULSA, Okla.—If you’re a
Church of God member or a
member of any church, or not,
you’ve probably attended your share
of weddings and funerals in your life.
The former pastor of the Tulsa
Church of God, who has a history in
the Worldwide Church of God and the
Church of God International, talked
about funerals and weddings in a conference a few years ago in Tulsa.
The occasion was an annual gathering of elders and their wives of the
Churches of God Outreach Ministries
(CGOM). Tulsa pastor Lawrence
Gregory has conducted many weddings and funerals and, as a
means of making
a living for him
and his f a m i ly, had worked
in the funeral
profession for
many years.
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Weddings and
funerals
Lawrence Gregory
Pastor Gregory, a CGOM stalwart who at the time
of the Tulsa conference was employed
full time as a family-service counselor
for Moore Funeral Homes in Tulsa,
presented a session on how to conduct
a funeral.
The training most Church of God
elders receive for conducting funerals
is informal, he said.

“Our training is by observation, by
watching, observing and remembering other funerals that we’ve attended
and, yes, by reading or educating ourselves and by our own experience.”
Mr. Gregory recommended that
someone who might at some point
need to conduct a funeral should
immediately obtain a “small ministers’ manual.”
One such little book is Christian
Ministers’ Manual, by James DeForest, available from Christian bookstores such as Mardel.
“It might also be good to visit a
funeral home and ask them for some
literature,” he said.
Funeral speakers need to understand the terminology of the funeral
industry including subjects such as
cremation.
He also advised that, after a death, a
Church of God minister should not volunteer to conduct the funeral service.
“The family many times are going
to have unconverted relatives and
other family members [present at the
funeral], and perhaps they have already made arrangements with another minister.”
Rather, the COG minister should simply offer to help out in any way he can.
Evening family visit
“If they do ask you to perform the
service, the first thing you should do is
visit with the family,” he said.
The best time for the visit is in the
See FORMER PASTOR, page 13

Ian Boyne not afraid to enter
the fray at Gary’s and Gavin’s
Mr. Hendrix is a former Worldwide Church of God and Church of
God International member. He blogs
at godcannotbecontained.blogspot.com.
By Lonnie Hendrix
OSTANT, Ill.—In March
2016 the conversations at the
blogs known as Banned by
HWA (armstrongismlibrary.blogspot.com) and Ambassador Watch
(ambassadorwatch.blogspot.com) were joined by Ian
Boyne, pastor of Jamaica congregations in Jamaica of the Church of
God International (cgijamaica.org).
Gary Leonard and Gavin
Rumney regularly post articles of interest
to current and
former members of the
Armstrong
Church of God
culture, and
those folks Ian Boyne
comment in
droves on the material and each
other’s comments.
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Withering anti-Armstrongism
It is rare, however, that anyone in
the ministry of the various groups
that make up that culture directly
participates in the forums. Indeed,
the criticism of both the doctrine and

governance of the Armstrong Churches of God can be withering.
Nevertheless, Mr. Boyne, a CGI
pastor, bravely joined the fray and
managed to hold his own with critics
and supporters.
Moreover, in the course of those
discussions Mr. Boyne revealed
interesting insights into his own
belief system and why he continues
to support many of Herbert Armstrong’s doctrines and teachings.
Is BI racist?
At Ambassador Watch (Gavin
Rumney, who blogs from New Zealand), Pastor Boyne joined interesting conversations about whether British Israelism (BI) is inherently racist in nature or not.
The posts that generated the discussions were “The Plain Truth on
Race, 1964” and “BI and the Demonization of Germany.”
Mr. Boyne said: “I am a black
man (Jamaican) and, while I don’t
see the evidence for BI, I don’t think
my organization, CGI, is racist because I have some leading ministers
teaching this.”
He went on to say: “If I can accept the Bible with racist leaders like
Peter, whom Paul had to oppose to
his face for his racism and ethnic
exclusivism and chauvinism, why
can’t I accept Armstrong as a legitimate messenger of God?”
See IAN BOYNE, page 4

This is the last
issue until
after the Feast

T
Moving day at LU
LIVING UNIVERSITY STUDENT HOUSING—A truck delivers belongings of new students to Living University, the school sponsored by the Living
Church of God in Charlotte, N.C. As LU observes its 10th anniversary, the
church’s institution of higher learning is offering seven undergraduate-certificate options. See the article beginning on this page for more information.
See more photos on page 4. [Photo Courtesy Michael Germano]

his is the last issue of THE
JOURNAL until after Tabernacles. The next issue, No. 189,
will be a combined publication
dated October-November 2016.
Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellowships will meet this year at several
hundred Feast of Tabernacles sites,
with most observances beginning
the evening of Oct. 16.
Starting within the next few issues, THE JOURNAL will publish reports on readers’ Feast observances for 2016. You’re invited to
send yours in.
Postal-mail your article to Feast
Reports, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.
Or E-mail it to info@thejournal.org.
Or fax it toll-free to (888) 4886603.
Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are welcomed.

Living Church of God moves forward with its
Living University graduate-certificate options
By Dixon Cartwright
s Living University, based in
Charlotte, N.C., celebrates
its 10th-anniversary year,
the school is offering seven undergraduate-certificate options.
Living University operates as a
subsidiary of the Living Church of
God, the church founded in 1998 by
Roderick Meredith.
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“Living University seeks to serve
the people of God in the 21st century utilizing state-of-the-art online
instructional-delivery methods,” Dr.
Germano said.

Certificate options
The chief executive officer of the
university, Michael Germano, lists
the certificate options as biblical
Christianity, biblical studies, Christian leadership, Christian family
studies, New Testament studies and
Old Testament studies.
Students may also pursue diplomas (as opposed to certificates), Dr.
Germano said, in biblical studies or
Christian family studies.
Degree programs lead to associate’s
and bachelor’s degrees in theology.

Comparing LU with AC
When comparing LU with Ambassador College, which operated
from 1947 through 1997, he said the
difference is one of emphasis.
AC was a liberal-arts school with
a theology program. LU is a theological institution with a liberal-arts
program.
Roderick Meredith is founder and
presiding evangelist of the Living
Church of God. The LCG began
in 1998. Its university came along
in 2007.
Dr. Meredith is chairman of the
nine-member board of regents that
governs the affairs of the school.
Dr. Meredith says LU “exists to
educate men and women in the

skills, concepts and values that lead
to success in life, while helping
them prepare for successful careers,
leadership and worthwhile service
to God and humanity.”
Dr. Germano’s résumé features
his service as executive vice president of AC in California and as dean
of faculty at Ambassador College/
University in Texas.
LU faculty members, some of
whom served also on the Ambassador faculty, include Richard Ames,
Douglas Winnail, Peter Nathan,
David Maas and Howard Woodard.
At least a master’s
Each faculty member holds at
least a master’s degree or equivalent
from a regionally accredited institution of higher learning.
When Ambassador College became Ambassador University in
1994, it also became regionally
See LU’s ON-CAMPUS, page 4

Read this for online Envoy information
Mrs. Updegraff is one of the organizers of the Ambassador College reunion (of all three campuses) set for
March 12-16, 2017, in Las Vegas, Nev.
By Jean Ehlert Updegraff
OSTA MESA, Calif.—I have
attempted to compile a set of
all editions of The Envoy, the
AC yearbook. My set is almost complete through 1997, the last year of
Ambassador College/University.
I have made use of the Envoys
plus pictorials and other source material for the database for the acpasadenareunion.com website.
The first Envoy was published in
1951. From that volume to the end of
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AC in Big Sandy in 1997, the years
for which there were no Envoys were
1954, 1970 (the seniors that year were
featured in the 1971 Envoy), 1975,
1976, 1977 and 1982.
For the missing years (excluding
1954) Pasadena published a pictorial
brochure for the student body.
Big Sandy in the years 1974-75,
1975-76 and 1976-77 printed quarterly brochures for the student body, with
one class featured in each edition.
There are two online sites on which
one can find all the Envoys and most
of the pictorials. These are as follows:
Herbert-Armstrong.org (after
“Enter here” click on “Ambassador
College,” which will take you to the

Envoys-and-pictorials section). This
site has Envoys for 1951-1960 plus
1967, 1969 and 1971.
There are also student pictorials
from AC Pasadena for the missing
Envoys of the mid-’70s and the quarterly brochures of Big Sandy 1976-77.
You can even find an online version of the Spokesman Club manual
on this site.
Philfinds.org. This site fills in
the other 26 Envoys and Pasadena
pictorials from 1961 through the Envoy of 1989 (click on the downloads
tab at the top of the page.
We appreciate the hard work of
AC grads Phil Robison and Roger
Hoffman for their time and effort to
put together the philfinds.org site.
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Letters from our readers
Concentration-camp witness
have just read the ad by Jan Aaron
Young in the July 2016 issue [No.
186]. I was shocked by his obvious
hatred of the Jews.
The camps were doctored up for
the Red Cross to inspect, when they
were inspected. Actually, they were
unlivable. Ike [Gen. Dwight Eisenhower] foresaw there would be people
who denied fact as time went by. He
gathered up the German civilians and
forced them to witness what had transpired. He was a great man, and smart
enough to know that there is antiSemitism throughout the world.
As a World War II veteran who was
in Germany at the end of that war, I
can attest to the fact that Mr. Young is
100 percent wrong about most of what
he says. I saw the horror of the victims
of the concentration camps with my
own eyes.
Yes, millions of Jews were tortured,
starved and murdered there. The filth
and disease-ridden camps they were
forced to live in is unspeakable. I challenge him to refute what I am saying.
It disgusts me when I hear zealots try
to deny the truth.
He claims that the German prisoners of war were starved to death by
Ike. That is not true! I guarded German POWs. They never had it so
good: well fed and clothed. They
spent most of the time playing volleyball. In fact, some Italian POWs were
allowed to visit Italian-American districts of villages here in America.
THE JOURNAL printed that it will not
knowingly print untruths. I suggest
you do a better job of accepting your
advertisers.
I am not suggesting that you censor
them, but you should at least smell a rat
by some of what Mr. Young writes. He
obviously has his own agenda. I have
no idea what that is, but I do know it is
not good or in any way biblical.
Gene DeFalco
Holbrook, N.Y.
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THE JOURNAL does have a policy of
correcting errors of fact in news articles, mainly by running letters of correction from our readers. That policy
cannot apply in the same way to letters,
advertisements and editorials because
of their opinion-based nature. One
man’s fact is another man’s fantasy.
Because of Mr. DeFalco’s serious
allegations including the accusation of
anti-Semitism and his challenge to Mr.
Young to refute those allegations, THE
JOURNAL checked with Mr. Young, who
says he disagrees with Zionism but is
not anti-Semitic and doesn’t hate anyone. Here is his response to Mr. DeFalco’s above statements:
“I have reported from books and
other resources what others have discovered, that the six million Jews and
their Holocaust were written about before World War II. So it must be a fake
number and ploy to garner sympathy
and money and get Jews to Palestine.
“See this video: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Dda-0Q_XUhk.
“I do not hate anyone. War is wrong
for very many reasons. And true Christians should avoid even hate.
“I did report on Ike’s death camp of
starvation of German soldiers on the
Eastern front. I acknowledge that other
POWs could have received ‘good’
treatment at other camps elsewhere.”
Pull the plug
While watching a game of rugby
the other night on TV, my wife and I
were discussing life and death.
I told her: “Just so you know, dear,
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I never want to get to the stage where
I’m living in a vegetative state, dependent on some machine and relying on
fluids from a bottle. If that ever happens, pull the plug.”
She promptly got up and pulled the
plug on the TV and tipped all my beer
down the drain. Some days I hate being married to a smart lady.
Graeme McChesney
Auckland, New Zealand
Jabberwockies
Scripture says there is a reason for
everything under the sun. God said, “I
will create” (Genesis 1).
The jabberwockies forget the “purpose.” Starting with angels, what was
God’s purpose? Count the stars in the
universe. Where did God place the angelic “realm”? Where did God place
(create) the universe?
The answers are in Revelation! But
the jabberwockies (the COGs) can’t
find them.
I am a Korean War veteran (194751), U.S. Navy.
Leonard Sowders
Warren, Mich.
Is Jesus God?
Jesus, as Melchizedek, was priest
of the Most High God. By strong suggestion, there had to be a lesser God.

to Him that He would
expound His Word to me
more fully in order to give
correct answers to the
many inmates He sends
to me.
“I prayed that He
would give me a
greater meaning of Babylon as well as the book
of Revelation. The very
next morning, an individual told me he had two
books I needed to read.
“I accepted his offer, not
knowing at the time that it
was a direct response from God in
answer to my prayer.
“The first book was Vol. III, Babylon. I am now just finishing Vol. IV.
“The reason for this letter to you is
because I am requesting Vols. I
through V of your 27-volume series.
After testing your knowledge by the
Spirit that dwells within me, I do believe it is anointed writing.”
Claudia Mokarow
art@mokarow.com
Evanow Publishing
P.O. Box 1197
Montgomery, Texas 77356
Doctrines = traditions
I thought Don Cassidy’s letter in
issue 185 (about an invitation to the
wedding supper) had some good suggestions. Isn’t the manna from heaven
the Word of God?
Jesus said in Mark 7:13 that people
make “the word of God of none effect
through your tradition, which ye have
delivered: and many such like things
do ye.”
Aren’t traditions the same thing as
doctrines?
Is Don suggesting we can make the
Word of God of none effect by our
dogma, etc.?
Maybe THE JOURNAL should print a

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

Monsanto and GMOs
I have a few things to say related to
Wes White’s article [“Come Ye, My
People, Out of the Republican Party,”
in issue No. 187, dated Aug. 31, 2016].
Being one of many voices against
Monsanto and GMO, I was surprised
to read in Mr. White’s article that “the
anti-GMO movement has become a
sect unto itself within the COG.”
I spoke at a public hearing at the
Serbian National assembly about the
topic on GMOs’ [genetically modified
organisms’] plot to destroy the traditional agriculture, https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=Yjske9kJD_o).
To the question of why “many of
our people have become more vocal
against medicine, vaccines and medical doctors than the WCG ever was,”
there are simple answers.
I have met many parents whose
healthy children became autistic right
after an obligatory vaccine. In one
case a son of my friends even died.
Now, my country used to have its
national institute that produced safe

‘The answers are in Revelation! But the
jabberwockies (the COGs) can’t find them.’

mail to one of these addresses (when
ordering from the U.S. address, please
remit in U.S. funds):
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
org. (See subscription prices above.)
THE JOURNAL, c/o Lewis McCann, 24
Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

Keeping up appearances
not a good idea
1 Thessalonians 5:22 in the KJV is
translated as advising us to abstain
from all appearance of evil.
That’s an excellent thing to do, but
is the translation accurate?
No! Here are some variations:
King James of 1611: “Abstain
from all appearance of evil.”
Jewish New Testament: “Do not
be hasty in granting s’mikkah to anyone, and do not share in other people’s
sins—keep yourself pure.”
New King James: “Abstain from
every form of evil.”
New International Version: “Reject every kind of evil.”
Here’s what a concordance says:
“Appearance (in the KJV) is translated from Strong’s No. 1491, the
Greek word eidos, which can be
translated as form, appearance, fashion, shape, or sight. The primary
meaning is form.”
So “Avoid all forms of sin” should
be the most accurate rending. And,
when one avoids all forms of evil, the
appearance should usually take care
of itself.
Don Edward Davis
Myrtle Creek, Ore.

Please let THE JOURNAL
know when you move
Jesus was the Dabar of the Old Testament and the Logos of the New
Testament.
No man has ever seen the Father,
yet God was seen by Adam, Cain,
Abel, Abraham, Jacob, Moses, the
parents of Samson, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel and others.
Jesus said, “I have power to lay it
down. I have power to lift it up.” Yet
he was raised by the Father (1 Peter
1:21; 1 Thessalonians 1:10).
One person in two bodies? Yes.
God has separated Himself. The
Logos became flesh and dwelt among
us (Hebrews 10:5).
I and My Father are one (John
10:29).
If you have seen Me, you have seen
the Father (John 14:9).
Jesus gives eternal life (John 17:2;
10:28; 3:16).
Lawrence Mumme
Tucson, Ariz.
People who are doers
Maybe the COGs don’t order our
books, but we get 700 orders per
month from people who do. Here is an
excerpt from one of them:
“Not only do I believe in God, I
also believe in His Word. I study His
Word daily and very recently prayed

disclaimer in each issue saying,
“Some are making the Word of God of
no effect by their dogma,” etc.
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
New phone number
I wish to wholeheartedly thank all
who read my JOURNAL article [“A
Prisoner Needs Your Help”] and
Dixon Cartwright’s article [“Inmate in
California Prison Tells His Story,”
both in issue No. 183, dated April 30,
2016], and who acted upon their care
and faith and donated from their heart
and pocketbook to help this fellow
Christian in my struggle to be freed
from 33 years of illegal imprisonment.
I reiterate: Money of any sort can
never be sent to me in prison. All is
permanently confiscated and I’m essentially fined with substantial penalties when that happens.
In last month’s issue of THE JOURNAL my letter included an outdated
phone number for my friend Gayle
Travis. All funds to me must be sent
to Gayle. Her address and new number
are 21736 Orange Ave., Castro Valley,
Calif. 94546, and (510) 760-2575.
Thanks again.
P.F. “Free” Lazor
Soledad, Calif.

Please notice

iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay, cartoon or other feature in
THE JOURNAL are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and
should not be viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor
do they necessarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and features are presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters
and articles of response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.

vaccines for our children. That institute
was secretly sold to the Swiss-based
company Novartis, which is known in
history for selling gas to Hitler’s Germany for its Nazi death camps.
Our children, as well as the children
in other third-world countries, are used
for experimenting when it comes to
the effect of vaccines. The previous
generations didn’t have things such as
vaccines against ordinary flu and various similar ones. Medicinal herbs
were commonly used (and effective)
to cure various diseases.
Vaccines came later and cured
other difficult diseases, but only when
those vaccines were made by the
Serbian national institute for vaccines.
Vaccines by other big companies have
caused much damage worldwide.
I am sorry if those “young people
(especially college students)” might
become turned off when they learn
these things. They should remember
what the Bible teaches us. The Bible
teaches us that Satan is the master of
this world. This man-made system,
inspired by Satan, certainly has no
interest in human health and proper
nutrition, but it is all about the root of
all evil, money.
The Bible tells us that things in the
world will get increasingly worse.
Why would anyone trust that the science and medicine of this world,
which are based on evolution and
paganism, would be any different?
The wisdom that comes to us from
God doesn’t “demonstrate we are an
uninformed group of Christians.”
On the contrary, we are far better
informed than what the gods of this
world—science and medicine—
would like.
Sasha Veljic
Serbia

Please send your old and new addresses
to P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A., or to the appropriate address listed in the box at the top of this
page. Or you may fax 1-888-488-6603 or
E-mail info@thejournal.org or leave a
voice message at 1-866-949-7294 to
report your address change.
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Columns and commentary

Eavesdrop on Lucifer fretting about Jesus
The writer, a 1970 Ambassador
College graduate and founder of The
Reunion Institute, a Houston ministry,
received his Ph.D. in historical theology from Rice University in 1990.
By J. Phillip Arnold
OUSTON, Texas—One of my
classmates and good friends at
Ambassador College, Big Sandy,
was Tim Gibson.
Tim was there a couple of years
(1966-68) until
the powers that
be exiled him to
Patmos in Asheville, N.C.
I lost contact
with Tim for a
while, but a few
years ago we
reunited. He has
always been a
great student of Phillip Arnold
the Bible. He and
I both (and later Everett Oakley and
Gene Justice) had our Dake Annotated
Bibles armed and ready for debate.

H

Photographic edge
Tim has a nearly photographic
memory of Bible scriptures, way
ahead of the rest of us.

He and I often attend the Society of
Biblical Literature’s annual meetings
to keep up with the cutting edge of
biblical scholarship.
This year (2016) Tim published a
book he had been working on. It is an
unusual reconstruction of imaginary
dialogues of Satan and his associates
worried about the work of Jesus during His three-year ministry.
Tim gives voice to the drama between the devils as they vainly attempt
to counter Jesus and His gospel, and it
offers asides on interesting questions
and mysteries of the Scriptures.
The focus is on the temptation of
Jesus by Satan, with stirring dialogue.
I think people from our circle of
seekers will enjoy this engaging, even
humorous, lively read.
The Gospels are books written on
multiple levels so both young and old,
novice and scholar can benefit from
their wisdom.
So it is with Tim Gibson’s The
Battle for the World’s Soul—and Yours.
Here we have an in-depth look at the
temptation-in-the-wilderness battle
between Lucifer and Jesus.
On the outcome of that great confrontation sways the entire history of
the cosmos and our own personal destiny. From there we see how other

encounters with Jesus result in the
stunning overthrow of Satan’s authority over the world and God’s people.
Private conversations
But what makes Tim’s work both
unique and provocative resides in his
allowing the reader to enter into the
private conversations between Lucifer
and his fallen cohorts, such as Jackal,
Howler and even Beelzebub.
Here we eavesdrop on their schemes
and plans and learn about their history,
character, fears and rivalries.
We are also treated to a no-holdsbarred verbal duel between Lucifer and
Jesus during that temptation period.
When it is over, we clearly perceive the
perverted intelligence and deceptivity
of our archenemy and his attempts to
control saints, sinners and the church.
But Jesus gives the answer every time.
Tim excels at creating fast-moving,
hard-hitting dialogue as the devil and
his comrades argue and fret over what
to do with Jesus and His gospel of love.
Your friends and family will enjoy
this revelation of how the great battle
plays out, and they will benefit spiritually as they see more clearly the depths
and wisdom of God’s great plan. It is
gripping, edifying and provocative reading. Purchase the book at amazon.com.

You don’t have to call me mister, mister
Mr. Dickerson is a longtime Church
of God member who lives with his
wife, Cathy, in Arkansas.
By John Dickerson
INCOLN, Ark.—The question
recently surfaced on an Internet forum for former students
of Ambassador College, Big Sandy,
concerning addressing people as
“mister.”
Back in the old days of the Worldwide Church of God, ministers told
members that ministers must be addressed as mister because they were
in authority.
So we did. The ministers were obviously above us sheep, and they were
put on a pedestal.
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Was this a correct approach? I think
not. It was a product of the church hierarchy that I rejected long ago.
Mister is
an elevator
When researching the origin of
the word mister,
we find that it
was a term in
England for “master” or “lord” as it
John Dickerson
is in France and
other European countries.
At the time before democracy was
ever embraced, the lord of the estate
or enterprise had complete dominion

over his subjects. They were subservient to him.
So using the term mister elevated
the other person.
Let us examine how Scripture describes this term. In Matthew 23 Jesus
was speaking to the multitude concerning the scribes and Pharisees:
“The scribes and the Pharisees sit
in Moses’ seat: all therefore whatsoever they bid you observe, that observe and do; but do not do ye after
their works: for they say and do not.
“For they bind heavy burdens and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men’s
shoulders; but they themselves will not
move them with one of their fingers.
“But all their works they do to be
See RABBI, page 13

“On the Sabbath George records all the
important games, and as soon as the sun goes
down you can’t pry him from the TV.”

My friend Howard Clark
told me about his healing
The writer is a freelance researcher and former elder and
employee of the Worldwide Church
of God. He lives with his wife,
Robbie, in North Carolina.
By Gary Arvidson
INGS MOUNTAIN, N.C.—
I think it may have been in
1978 that I asked Howard
Clark about the healing that was
reported for him back in the late
1950s.
Howard Arlington Clark was an
elder and employee of the Radio/
Worldwide Church of God. His
many responsibilities included photography for the church’s and college’s publications.

K

Miraculous healing
As a result of reports by various
people, I was under the impression
that Howard’s dramatic healing
(from a wheelchair) was a miracle,
perhaps because it was Richard
Armstrong, Herbert Armstrong’s
son, who had anointed Howard and
prayed for him.
However, Howard disagreed with
the commonly reported story con-

cerning how the healing happened
and that it was because of Richard
(before Richard’s untimely death, in
1958).
Howard told me that friends had
suggested to
him that he
could be anointed. He refused
because, as he
told me, he “was
not ready for
that.”
It was when
he became ready
in his own mind
(as I recall) that
Gary Arvidson
Howard asked
to be prayed
for. By the next day he was out of
the wheelchair and walking.
So I was told.
It was proclaimed by various people that this was a great miracle.
Howard seemed to minimize the
circumstance of the connection with
Richard that others had focused on
and were reporting.
Howard told me that when he
was healed he not only gained back
See HOWARD CLARK, page 15

Just what do you mean binding, loosing?
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—A misconception is causing much trouble
among the Churches of God.
Many people do not understand “binding” and “loosing” from Matthew
16:19.
Because of this misunderstanding,
people are putting the words and ideas
of men above the words and ideas of
the Holy Bible.
Apparently many of these people
are sincere. Nevertheless, even sincere
mistakes can be serious mistakes.

B

Upon what rock?
During His life Jesus asked the disciples who people were saying He was
(Matthew 16:13-14). Then He asked
the disciples who they thought He was
(verse 15). Peter’s response: “You are
the Christ, the Son of the Living God”
(verse 16).
Jesus told Peter the Father in heaven had revealed that information to
him (verse 17).
Then Jesus told Peter (in verse 18):
“You are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church . . .”
Upon what rock was the church built?
Upon Peter? Was Peter the first
pope, as the Catholic Church teaches?
Upon any one man? Look around

and you will see many men among the
Churches of God who behave with
authority like the pope. Does any man
among the Churches of God have the
authority of the pope? (Notice the reference to Acts 15 later in this article.)
Upon a group of men?
Look around and you will see a
few examples of councils or
boards among the Churches of
God that behave with authority
like the pope. Does any group of
men among the Churches of
God have the authority of the
pope? (Notice the reference to
Acts 15 later in this article.)
Upon Christ? Yes, upon
Christ! The words Peter spoke
in verse 16 are indeed correct:
“You are the Christ, the Son of
the living God.”
Binding and loosing
In verse 19 Jesus continued His talk
with Peter. He talked about giving
Peter the keys of the Kingdom of
Heaven. Then He talked about binding and loosing.
Notice the King James wording
about binding and loosing: “And
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth
shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.”
Jesus said the same words to the
disciples in Matthew 18:18.

Let me you give three options to
consider in analyzing the concept of
binding and loosing.
Option No. 1: When a man or a
group of men makes a proclamation
on earth, God is required to bind or
loose that proclamation in heaven,
no matter what it is.
Option No. 2: When a man
or a group of men makes a
proclamation on earth, God has
already bound or loosed that
proclamation in heaven,
no matter what it is.
Option No. 3: When
a man or a group of men
makes a proclamation, it is
bound or loosed on earth
only if it has already been
bound or loosed in heaven.
Following is a simple
test with four questions.
The test is multiple choice.
Each question has three
options. Choose the answer that most
accurately reflects the truth about the
historical statement.
An ancient change
1. Centuries ago the leaders of the
Roman Catholic Church changed its
doctrine about the Sabbath.
a. God really didn’t want the change,
but He was stuck with it and had to
bind it.
b. God wanted the change and
See TAKE A TEST, page 16

Pain, loneliness dwell
deep in my memory
Michael Harris (writing under a
pseudonym) came into contact with
the Worldwide Church of God in
1970. He has been a church member for 37 years, first with the WCG
and then the United Church of God
since 1995.
In 2004 THE JOURNAL published
an article by Mr. Harris on how religious and societal factors intertwine
to create the conditions of the culture war over homosexuality. The
earlier article can be read at
michael9776.com.
The article below focuses on Mr.
Harris’s experience of Christian
growth and change and what he believes the Church of God’s response
should be to encourage people
struggling with same-sex attraction
as they aspire to live Christian lives.
Write Mr. Harris at michael9776
@cs.com.
By Michael Harris
ince the late 1960s the issue of
homosexuality has come out of
the closet from the depths of
social stigma and shame as one of
Western society’s most reviled sins

S

to one of our culture’s most controversial and conflicted issues.
As the culture war rages on, and
organizations battle against the agendas of each other, countless commentaries, seminars, conferences and
media presentations with factual
information, conflicting information
and misinformation about the issue
have embedded themselves in our
cultural conversation.
How did homosexuality, the presumed reason God destroyed Sodom
and Gomorrah, become one of the
most conflicted and controversial
issues of our time?
How can a Christian dealing with
same-sex attraction cope with his or
her personal struggle while living in
our polarized society?
Roots of culture war
The article you’re reading is an
open letter from a man who has
experienced the struggle of conflict
between his same-sex attraction and
his personal Christian calling.
I write here about the human side
of homosexuality.
See TYPICAL, page 14
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LU’s on-campus program specifically for young single adults
Continued from page 1

accredited for the first time in its 50year history.
Ambassador closed in 1997, with
the Big Sandy campus the only remaining of three (in Texas,

The plan is to bring full-time oncampus enrollment to about 25.
Two new dorms
The university opened two new
student residences in the summer of

mend the school to a friend.
“As a Christian institution, Living University offers a values-based
higher education wherein the Word
of God is the foundation of knowledge,” he said.

plying them to lay the foundation
for a better life.”
Will there be accreditation?
THE JOURNAL asked Dr. Germano
whether regional accreditation lies

of our requirements on academics.”
A final report from the state is due
in October.
Whether the school may ever
pursue full regional accreditation
would require a policy decision by

3

2

LIVING VIEWS—As Living University, based in Charlotte, N.C.,
celebrates its 10th anniversary, the school is offering seven
undergraduate-certificate options. LU operates as a subsidiary of
the Living Church of God, the church founded in 1998 by Roderick Meredith. Photo 1: Dr. Meredith, chairman of the board of

1

California and the United Kingdom).
Further expanding
Living University continues as an
on-campus undergraduate institution in Charlotte, at the church’s
headquarters.
It “is further expanding its educational services to a rapidly growing
online global student body,” Dr.
Germano said.
The school has applied to the
State of North Carolina for “licensure,” Dr. Germano said, which is
state approval for the authority to
offer an associate-of-arts degree as
well as bachelor’s-degree minors in

2016 and plans to add
two more, he said.
The on-campus program is designed specifically for single
young adults.
On-campus students take online
courses that normally
provide additional
discussion sessions
during which students experience more
interaction with faculty members and
other students.
LU students say they’re “quite
happy” with their “learning experi-

4

“Its theology courses focus on the
beliefs and practices taught by

‘Living University is not pursuing accreditation
at this time,’ Dr. Germano said, ‘but we are pursuing
licensure through the State of North Carolina.’
business and communications.

ence,” Dr. Germano reported.

Studentry makeup
The coeducational student body
is about 55 percent (130) men and
45 percent (104) women, of whom
15 are full time and 200 part time.

99 percent satisfied
In a survey, 99 percent of participating students said they were “satisfied” with the LU experience, and
100 percent said they would recom-

regents of LU and presiding evangelist of the LCG. Photo 2:
Students visit the recording studio. Photo 3: On-campus students pose for a photo. Photo 4: University president Michael
Germano (left) and a student. Photo 5: Students in the library.
See page 1 for another view of LU. [Courtesy photos]

[Radio/Worldwide Church of God
founder] Herbert W. Armstrong and
the Living Church of God.
“The university is a growing educational community where our collective quest is restoring true values
in an ever-changing world and ap-
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in the future for Living University.
“Living University is not pursuing accreditation at this time,”
he said, “but we are pursuing licensure through the State of North
Carolina.”
Is licensure a form of accreditation?
“No, it is not.”
The state-licensing people visited
the campus in November 2015 and
also just a few days before this writing.
“They wanted to take a look at
the two new dormitories,” Dr. Germano said.
“And they said you’ve met all of
our requirements for that and met all

the university’s board members.
“At the present time they don’t
want to move forward on accreditation until they’ve had an opportunity to see how the state handles all of
its evaluations of the university,”
Dr. Germano said. “They will probably deliberate that in about a year.”
Essentially the same
Anyway, he said, the requirements for licensure and accreditation “are essentially the same.”
Learn more about the LCG’s university online at livinuniv.com. Or
write LU, 2301 Crown Centre Dr.
Ste. A, Charlotte, N.C. 28227,
U.S.A. Or phone (704) 844-1966.

Ian Boyne says disfellowshipping doesn’t indicate a lack of love
Continued from page 1

He also asserted that “Armstrong
never taught that so-called modern
Israel was superior because of their
race. That would indeed be racist.”
Byker Bob unpersuaded
Byker Bob (one of the regular commentators on these blogs), however,
was not persuaded by Mr. Boyne’s
arguments. He said:
“I still maintain that British Israelism is racist, although perhaps
subliminally.”
When I joined the conversation and
pointed out that BI fits the dictionary
definition of racism, one of the many
“Anonymous” commentators said I
was arguing over semantics.
Back and forth
And so it went, back and forth.
Byker Bob also stated that “German
Assyrianism is racist. And Armstrong
adherents forget that the majority
DNA of the American population is

actually not Anglo-Saxon, but in fact
German. All of Europe is populated
with ancestry spawned by the once
called ‘Germanic Tribes.’ The British
royal family is actually German.
Impossible to ignore
“These are factors which should be
impossible for Armstrongites to
ignore.”

Elmer Gantry into the fires of hell if
you liked his theology.”
What about disfellowship?
At Banned by HWA (Mr. Leonard),
Mr. Boyne revealed that he supports
the practice of disfellowshipping
errant members. The post was titled
“LCG [Living Church of God]
Preaches That Godly Love Is the Most

equate his use of excommunication
with a lack of love.
He said: “The Bible clearly gives
the ministry the right to excommunicate for doctrinal reasons.”
He went on to reveal that “I have
never disfellowshipped anyone for
doctrinal reasons. I have disfellowshipped a few for sexual immorality,
but never for just a single act.”

Ian Boyne challenged Gavin Rumney and others
to evaluate his CGI booklet Man’s Awesome Destiny,
and Mr. Rumney took up the challenge.
Mr. Rumney also joined in the
commentary: “Herb Armstrong, Joseph Smith, Jim Jones, Creflo Dollar
. . . no problem? With all due respect,
Ian, knowing that you’re a man who
has thought all this through carefully,
it seems to me that you’d follow

Important Quality.”
Several of the blog commentators
had pointed out the inconsistency of
LCG elder Doug Winnail’s support
for excommunication and an advocacy for more love within the church.
Mr. Boyne said it was unfair to

Interestingly, Mr. Boyne also stated, “If I were HWA’s pastor in his first
ten years of ministry or GTA’s, I
would have disfellowshipped them.”
Firmly in
Although I offered scriptural proof

that excommunication is inconsistent
with what the Bible actually teaches
on the subject, Mr. Boyne never responded to my offer.
Hence, although the discussions
were interesting, Mr. Boyne revealed
that he is firmly in the Armstrong
Church of God camp (even when he
personally disagrees with a particular
doctrine like British Israelism).
Pastor Boyne challenged Mr. Rumney and others to evaluate his CGI
booklet Man’s Awesome Destiny, and
Gavin took up the challenge.
Mad, mad, mad, mad whirl
There was some good-natured backand-forth about the acronym that the
title creates, but I don’t think either
side was persuaded of the points made
by the other.
Nevertheless, at least Mr. Boyne is
not afraid to join the arena of debating
ideas and beliefs, which is more than
we can say for most Church of God
ministries.
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I am seeking someone for a friend, a
male of age 55-65,
deaf or HH and can
sign. Someone who
loves God, is friendly,
easygoing and honest, loves people and
outdoors activities.
Friendship comes first Janece
before getting serious. My name is Janece. If interested, here
is my E-mail: janecemm1@gmail.com.

her sleep on Oct. 2, 2016. Born March 1,
1941, to Arta Xerxes Russell and Susie
Muriel Goodman Russell, Marilyn spent
her childhood in Angelina County, Texas. ¶
As the oldest of the Russell girls and their
beloved younger brother, Marilyn set the
code of love of family,
love for and dependence
on God. She followed
the example of Christ in
helping those in need,
not forgetting that humor can be a salve in
many situations. ¶ She is
survived by sister Judith Marilyn Canup
Russell Omasta and husband Larry, sister Elizabeth Russell Coston
and her husband Wood, brother-in-law
Tom Pickett, and sister-in-law Jacqueline
Russell, as well as 16 nieces and nephews. Her sister Adrienne Russell Pickett,
nephew Andrew Pickett, and brother
Thaddeus Thad Russell preceded her in
death. ¶ Marilyn graduated in 1959 from
Huntington (Texas) High School. After
high school she ventured off to California
to attend Ambassador College and gradu-

ated from there with a bachelor’s degree
in 1963. When AC opened its Big Sandy
campus, Marilyn journeyed back to Texas
to work as the college’s first librarian. ¶
Marilyn married Lorenzia Dwayne Canup
on Aug. 13, 1967, and they recently celebrated 49 years of marriage. Marilyn and
Dwayne have two children: Leron and
Shana. She welcomed Amy Decker as her
daughter-in-law and Paul Curd as her
son-in-law. She was the proud grammie
of five grandchildren: Haley Canup, Alexa
Canup, Tyler Canup, Natasha Curd, and
Christofer Curd. ¶ Marilyn loved bookkeeping and she worked at Kendon Inc.,
owned by the Ditto family, in Winnsboro,
Texas, for 23 years. She worked for Kelley
Insurance after moving to Big Sandy. After
officially retiring, she continued her bookkeeping passion by serving as treasurer
for New Beginnings Fellowship. In addition, she was a member and officer of the
Big Sandy Ministerial Alliance and treasurer
of the Agape House Ministries, which is
overseen by the alliance. ¶ Marilyn was chosen as Big Sandy Woman of the Year in
2014. She also worked as needed at Big
Sandy City Hall up until her death. ¶ Marilyn
was a huge part of the Next Generation
young adult ministry at New Beginnings, as
well as leading Bible studies for the Silver
Ambassadors. She had a passion for sharing
God’s grace. ¶ Celebration of life/memorial
service was on Oct. 7, 2016, at McWhorter
Funeral Home in Gilmer, Texas.

Widow, nurse, semiretired, longtime COG
member looking for a male friend age 6580, grounded in God’s truth. Write maej
3570@gmail.com or 903-561-5075.
Greetings! I send peace, love and joy! I
wanted to let you all know about free
Bible-based movies available online at
the Jehovah’s Witness web site: jw.org/en/
publications/videos.

Obituaries
Marilyn Russell Canup, 75, of Big Sandy,
Texas, passed away peacefully at home in
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IN PROPHECY
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tithe on money?
Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)
Biblical
Tithing
Is NOT
On Money

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)
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Mother Goddess worship. And Father’s Day
for the sun god known as the father.

Exit Nimrod Part 8
I

n Manly Hall’s The Secret Teachings of All
Ages: “Not only were many founders of the
Government of the United States Masons but
they received aid from a secret august group
stationed in Europe which helped them to establish this country for a peculiar and special
purpose known only to the initiated few.”
Speaking of the Illuminati, founded the
same year of 1776, but on May 1, May Day.
The US Great Seal’s 1776 actually refers to
that. Rosicrucian Francis Bacon was called the
founder of America and its guiding spirit. He
claimed he learned from a familiar spirit science and wisdom, learning from gods Apollo
and Athena.

Nimrod was here, and still ‘is’
He, his wife Semiramis and her son live on
in spirit. In the ancient false gods, yet still worshiped today in the world of modern Babylon
in various guises. Most of the Continental
Army generals and US Founding Fathers were
Freemasons. A third of US presidents were,
likely most. Yet JFK spoke out against secret
societies, that citizens find them repugnant in a
free society. (His assassination resembled a
Masonic king-killing ritual in many ways.)
Masons claim they carry on the ancient
(idolatrous) mystery religions, and even name
Nimrod their ‘good’ cofounder. Most Masons
are in the lower degrees and are not as evil as
their higher degree leaders. Trying to get
ahead in this world, Satan’s world, using
Satan’s way, in this case following orders of
superiors without question.
Why I Left Freemasonry
By Charles G. Finney: “This was a few
years before the Revelations of Freemasonry
by Captain William Morgan was published.
[He was killed in the gruesome style of sworn
oaths for revealing their secrets. Public backlash resulted in the anti-Freemason political
party.] When that book was published I was
asked if it was a true revelation of Freemasonry. I replied that it was so far as I knew anything about it . . . a verbatim revelation of the
first three degrees as I had myself taken them.”
After further thought, he realized he was not
bound by his oaths since they were under false
pretenses, and should even speak against the
evil institution. “Masonry is highly dangerous
to the State, and in every way injurious to the
Church of Christ.”
“Features of an Anti-Christ–Masonic oaths
pledge its members to some of the most unlawful and unchristian things: To conceal each
other’s crimes. To deliver each other from difficulty, whether right or wrong. To unduly
favor Masonry in political action and in business matters. Its members are sworn to retaliate
and persecute unto death the violators of Masonic obligations. Freemasonry knows no
mercy, and swears its candidates to avenge violations of Masonic obligations unto death. The
penalties of these oaths are barbarous, even
savage. Its teachings are false and profane.”
So Masonry is dead wrong, for continuing
Nimrod’s bad ideas and leading many to get
ahead in this world by corrupt means. Similar
to other secret societies. As the Skull and
Bones with symbol of poison. The two Bushes
and John Kerry are members. And two of
these vied for presidency, but did not want to
talk about the club. Recruits must be asked to
join, and lie naked in a dark coffin while
telling of their sexual history.
Top Mason tried to set T-Day
George Washington was and tried to establish the first national US Thanksgiving Day But
critics thought the US government should stay
out of religion, as the oft repeated US slogan of
separation of church and state. Did he know the
true God? No way. The same with Catholics
and Protestants (its daughters) that later thought
T-Day was a good idea under Lincoln.
Popular women’s magazine editor Sarah
Josepha Hale urged Lincoln to establish TDay. He thought Sunday was the Sabbath and
allowed troops off Sundays. And she also
pushed for Christmas to be celebrated in a
merry way, besides religiously. So she also
was into the ancient idolatrous mysteries, as
former Saturnalia for the winter solstice. The
US celebrates the summer one in Independence day with works of fire for the fire in the
sky, the sun god.

US Medals of Honor depict the goddess
Minerva as if that fake can bless Americans!
US Labor Day is just another pagan May Day
feast, with the military show of force later in
May, Armed Forces Day.
George Washington is pictured by a Vatican
artist in the ceiling of the Rotunda of the
Capitol claimed ascended after death to be
among gods. Named Roman gods, some even
claimed teaching Americans wisdom. The
height of idolatry!
As I reported on the findings of others:
Washington DC (District of goddess Columbia) was founded from Mary(land) and Virgin(ia) for the Virgin Mary. A few rich Catholics were prominent in the early US, and the
Capitol building was put on Catholic-owned
land, by a town called Rome on the Tiber river
in the early US, as the real Rome. The US versions obviously named for Roman ones. The
Capitol dome was copied after Vatican’s St. Peter’s church and both with a prominent Nimrod
obelisk by them. National buildings copied the
style of Rome (and Greek its predecessor).
Latin law terms were adopted by the US.
The Lincoln and Jefferson Memorials were
designed after Greek and Roman pantheons to
all gods. Catholics had changed such pagan temples to churches, and pagan holidays to so-called
Christian ones to deceive. Satan’s deception in
modernizing ancient worship practices to make
them appealing in today’s ‘modern’ world, but
just a continuation of old Babylon. So the US
continues, if not leads in pagan worship.
Many state and city buildings also portray
fake gods, as Themis at courthouses with scale
balance. Claimed for her weighing the hearts of
the people involved—only God can do that.
God said to destroy gods and idols. And will
punish any nation with them upon Jesus’ return.
Taxpayers dollars are used to display the fake
gods without our consent, and cost of refurbishing the old ones. Those in charge must
think they are important enough to display them
openly. And express who they think is really in
charge (actually Satan and his demons).
The US dollar with the US Great Seal on it
proclaims a New World Order, but really for
Lucifer-Satan to take over earth fully as God.
This Freemason Seal was hidden over 100
years from the public. Until 33-degree Mason
FDR placed it on $1 bills. The All-Seeing-Eye
represents Satan as the sun god. The quote
Annuit Coeptis is of a prayer to the god Jupiter
to favor our undertakings. IN GOD WE TRUST is
stated, but if meaning the true God, then Christ
would not have to punish modern Israelite
nations as the US and Britain upon His return
for massive sinning. Prolific Masonic writer
Manly Hall wrote that the seething energies of
Lucifer are in the hands of (top) Masons.
The true God demands no images be made
of Him, so the Eye must not be the symbol of
true divine providence, but means Lucifer. As
the Statue of Liberty is for the goddess Libertas. And the torch is for illumination, opening of one’s eyes (Gen 3:5-7), but not to God’s
truth. A gift from French Masons to US Masons. We must use cash with images and icons
of Satan, but we should deplore the idolatry.
George is memorialized by the capital city
named after him (so the nation is led by the
Masonic city), and by a giant obelisk copying
ancient Egyptian ones for the sun god. And
many sun depictions are in the Washington
Monument. It also represents Nimrod’s phallus,
quite an affront to God! The Capitol dome was
copied from the Vatican’s St Peter’s church and
is the fertility rite idea of Isis or Semiramis—as
the Vatican’s use of a real Egyptian obelisk.
“The City” of London is similar in London.
Great Britain is the only nation considered great
in these end times, so is definitely a suspect for
the Great Babylon. The British use dragon
images in statues and seals. The most public
display of dragons is in “The City” of London
most everywhere. Queen Elizabeth changed the
flag of Wales in 1953 from cross to dragon, and
it became Prince Charles’ flag. Dragon or cross,
it means the same thing—Nimrod or Satan.
General Cornwallis, upon ‘losing’ to the
new USA, said its “millions will unknowingly
be loyal subjects to the Crown . . . Your
churches will be used to teach the Jew’s religion and in less than 200 years the whole nation will be working for divine world government . . . the British Empire. All religions will
be permeated with Judaism without even being
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noticed by the masses, and they will all be
under the invisible All-Seeing-Eye of the
Grand Architect of Freemasonry.” The logo
for the British MI5 has the triangle and Eye.
British royalty had merged by marriage with
the ‘Jewish’ Rothschilds.
The tribes of Israel went into exile and away
from God ever since He allowed Jeroboam to
rule over them after Solomon died. And he set
up false worship a month later than God’s Feast
of Tabernacles. As US Thanksgiving Day.
The tribe of Judah became more corrupt
when exiled in Babylon, learning more idolatrous ways, which Jesus condemned of the
Pharisees. Only a relative few righteous went
back to Jerusalem in the time of Ezra and
Nehemiah. Later, Khazar Jews, not really of
Judah, took it over and rule now. Part fulfillment of Jews who claim to be Jews but are not
(Rev 2:9; 3:9 of the (Jewish) synagog of
Satan). As Freemasons claim to be of Judah,
and followers of Solomon and his temple of
today—each lodge. More idolatry came from
Solomon’s allowance of false gods of his foreign wives corrupting Israel and Judah.
Many holidays have a season for them,
many days for each, not just one day but a
period of the year—as Christmas. But God
proclaimed only 3 Holy Day seasons (Lev
23:4). Merely man-made seasons are Satan’s
fakes and disrupt God’s seasonal purpose.
Xmas season begins on T-Day with its start of
shopping days to Xmas, and even now includes big stores open on T-Day itself.
The US is Satan’s war machine—the last
superpower and leading arms dealer for
decades (not for Peace!), Most loved nation
for its enviable life style, but hated for its
materialism, promotion of sin in TV and
movies, as sex exploitation and violence. Most
hated for bombing many nations, and with
nuclear ones, and Depleted Uranium in
weapons and armor destroys others with radiation for years to come. Even its president
Eisenhower, a retired top general, warned citizens in his farewell address of the militaryindustrial complex gone wild, and it has only
gotten much worse since.
The Queen of England, though having a
nice façade to the public, has vast wealth and
leads Freemasonry, as her husband is a top
Mason. Her son and son’s sons are leading
candidates for the Antichrist. She leads the
Order of the Garter as a witch coven. And the
Knights of Malta, but she bows to the pope.
Despite appearing Protestant.
As for the US, no other nation has a giant idol
in its world trading harbor. The Capitol has
many false gods throughout, as war gods Mars
and Bellona. The Rotunda shows George Washington ascended among false gods (not with the
Father or Christ). In Masonry he was called
Worshipful Master. Since Masons feel proud of
the fact that Nimrod helped found Freemasonry,
we should doubt how good Masons are, even if
they do some charity work, to appear good.
Masons design the flags of nations, as
Cuba’s and Puerto Rico’s flags resemble a
Masonic apron with its Eye replaced by a 5point star, with same meaning. Albert Pike is
a revered top Mason and his book Morals
and Dogma is required reading for higher
degrees. Though he co-founded the Ku Klux
Klan and promoted its racial bias and lynchings. He tells in his book that Lucifer is the
goal of Masons.
Avoid all holidays
Many COGs believe the Mark of the Beast
is, or at least partly Sunday worship instead of
the Sabbath. So Sundays for Mothers or Fathers should not be kept.
Leading candidates for the end time Babylon are the pope and Roman Catholic church.
No doubt about that. They continued torture
and martyrdom of saints (and many others) in
the Inquisition. Yet the world’s calendar is of
this duo, and it originally was the basis for its
church holy days or holidays. For Sunday the
fake Sabbath and other of its holy days for fake
annual Sabbaths. Its calendar consists of 7 days
for idolatrous gods, and half the months. A
slight variation of the Roman Empire (the
Beast in history) calendar. Any holiday based
on either of these two calendars must be wrong
also. So any practice based on these two false
ideas or false foundations must be false, too.
Modern Mother’s Day derived from ancient

Cathy Burns’ book on symbols
Masonic and Occult Symbols Illustrated
(2013): Shows the many different symbols to
represent supposed divine beings and gods.
Many top corporate names are of ancient gods,
and their logos tend to represent them, as the
ubiquitous pyramid or triangle and Eye (as
America Online). And even the Egyptian Eye of
Time-Warner. Another is the Blazing Star of Masonry (Lucifer as falling star). Seen on the Arizona flag with capital of Phoenix named after the
fire bird of the gods, and at 33-degree latitude.
Masons use many symbols. Most people
know of the nice meanings, but they really
mean worse things. So many people are
duped, using the very symbols of Satan.
As the use of the doctors’ symbol of one or
two snakes on a winged rod, the ancient caduceus of god Asclepius. Doctors take the
Hippocratic oath, which swears to Apollo and
Asclepius to do no harm. [Doctors are a leading cause of death for using surgery and drugs
way too much.] Manly Hall calls the serpent
the universal symbol of the savior.
In the 13th degree oath Masons swear to
keep all crimes concealed of fellow Masons,
including murder and treason. Tubal-Cain
(Gen 4:22 of the evil line) is the password for
the Master Mason of 3rd degree.
God warns against using any image of Him,
since we humans are in His image (Acts 17:29).
So any image used to represent providence or
‘God’ must be for Satan, the god of this world.
Many public symbols portray fertility rites of
old. As the cornucopia used at Thanksgiving
time, with horn for male and opening for female. The unicorn is a mythical creature, that
appears nice to kids, but is used to represent the
Antichrist who brings on an era of (fake) peace.
As Daniel’s little horn, the biblical unicorn
speaks great things against God (Dan 7:8).
The use of the equal-sided cross as the Red
Cross refers to the vertical part as the phallus
and horizontal to the female part. Like the circle with dot in center means the female opening and the dot for Horus or Osiris. And used
as the Washington Monument obelisk in the
center of 50 US flags, not state flags.
[The US flag represents the sun god, with its
stylized symbols, rays of red and white, and 5point stars meaning illumination or the great
star of the sun. So the Washington Monument
with 50 × 50 stars around it represents intensified sun worship as the ancient Egyptian obelisks it copied. Most all nations’ military and
police use the 5-point star symbol, and represents the god of forces (Dan 11:38). The early
US flag adopted was just that of the British East
India Company, with the 13 red and white
stripes, and triple cross of Britain as canton. Indicating the US, though it had revolted, still
was part of Great Britain and the Company.]
Alcoholics Anonymous uses the triangle in
circle logo. Co-founder Bill Wilson claims the
circle stands for the whole world of AA. And
the triangle’s 3 sides mean the 3 legacies of
Recovery, Unity and Service. Sounds nice, but
he also said “It is perhaps no accident that
priests and seers of antiquity regarded this
symbol as a means of warding off spirits of
evil.” Even that may sound like a good idea,
but they really attract evil spirits. [AA may do
some good, as doctors may.]
The common heart shape (not like the real
heart) means Nimrod or Semiramis’ son as
stupid cupid firing arrows into it. Symbolizes
love and romance today as Valentines Day.
Many groups use the triskele or triscele
symbol for the New Age and 666, as USA’s
Department of Transportation. And on the New
King James Version. FFF is used to disguise
666 since F is the 6th letter of the alphabet.
Also, 999 may be used as 666 upside-down.
[The 5-point star is used as a nice decoration,
but is that wise? Mostly from Masonic use? God
uses stars as symbols in the Bible, but gives no
indication of how many points are used, because
they mean real stars, not pagan symbols of them.
The Blazing Star is depicted as a 5-point star
with flair or trail, as the fallen ‘star’ of Lucifer.]
Satan or the goat god is represented by the
5-point star with one point down to mean his
head, and 2 points down for the footprint of the
devil. Books of witchcraft typically use the
pentagram on their covers. A circle intensifies
the symbol within it.
The hexagram flag of Israel has two triangles, one point up and the other down, intertwined to represent an ancient male and
female sexual rite—the Rothschild symbol.
Scott Cunningham, a witch, describes the origin of jewelry in magic. “Jewelry is a way to
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have magic on your body.” Many use charm
bracelets, or other items for luck as a rabbit’s foot
or 4-leafed clover. Crescent, or crescent and star
represent the Queen of Heaven or Lucifer. [As the
Red Cross equivalent of Red Crescent and 5-point
star of Muslims. The Islamic god Allah is the
moon god who married the sun goddess.]
From Our Phallic Heritage: The engagement
or wedding ring represents the female, is placed
on the ring finger standing for the male, for sexual union. [Urged by a pope for new couples.]
A former witch tells that the word for luck
meant Lucifer. And that a cornucopia meant
uni-corn. God told Jacob’s family, and later the
Israelites to get rid of their jewels (Gen 35:2-4
strange gods and earrings). In Hosea 2:13 Israel
wore jewels and earrings in going after lover
gods. Paul urged modesty (1 Tim 2:9-10 ),
flaunting jewels is not that.
Former witch David Meyer: “Hilary Clinton
said that she did not allow Chelsea to have her
ears pierced until she was 13. It is a known fact
among occultists that when a girl is 13, she is
taken to what is called the ‘outer court’ of a
coven, and the token of this child becoming a
neophyte witch is the piercing of the ears.”
Outlining the eyes is a time honored custom
for the goddess of Love, Venus (Lucifer). As
the immoral Jezebel (2 K 9:30). Makeup use
stemmed from witchcraft, used in history to
ward off evil as of American Indians and
European witches.
A missionary to China noted upon return to
the US that US women had adopted makeup in
his absence. Only the Chinese “prostitutes
painted their faces, wore earrings and had long
painted fingernails.” [Much time and money
could be saved by not indulging in glamour.
Besides avoiding health risks, since the FDA
hardly has funding to know the toxins in makeup, and the industry actually rules the FDA.]
Albert Churchward claimed that Masons are
the modern Druids. [Do we want Masons telling
us to keep holidays, especially in relation to
God?] The horn of plenty is from a legend of the
she goat goddess that nurtured baby Zeus.
The Maypole rite is taught in schools. A
spring fertility rite of intertwined ribbons on a
pole. Masons and witches claim Maypoles are
phallic symbols. The May 1995 issue of Clubhouse Jr., a children’s magazine put out by Dr.
James Dobson’s Focus on the Family, featured
a Maypole on the back cover, with children and
adults merrily dancing around it.
The US ubiquitous use of the eagle is a substitute for the phoenix, bird of the sun god. James
Walker, a 32-degree Mason detailed 8 of 13
items on the US Great Seal. [Though Masons of
lesser degrees may argue that it was not designed
by Masons (that only Benjamin Franklin was),
they do say the ideas were embraced by
Freemasonry shortly after their creation.]
Do you keep Babylon holidays?
We are to come out of modern day Babylon as
the old one. Quit keeping its fake Sabbaths as
Sunday for the sun god, and other fake holy days
or holidays. COGs claim we should avoid religious holidays as wrong. True, but aren’t they
all? Based on a fake god for each day of the
week? We should build on a sure foundation, and
the present world calendar is definitely not one.
It is in opposition to God. Any holiday on the
false world calendar of the pope and Catholics
has to be wrong, too. Whether Thanksgiving
Thor’s Day, or Father’s and Mother’s Sundays
for the sun god—their standard ‘Sabbath’ fake.
US Father’s Day is close to the summer solstice. As Christmas is for the winter solstice.
With works of fire for the fire god or sun,
though Xmas fireworks are usually fired several days later on New Year’s Eve. As Father’s
Day a few days close to Independence Day fireworks displays. Add to that US Flag Day also
for the solstice, as Sweden has its flag and independence days on the same day of June 24.
Britain has its Midsummer Fires then of bonfires. Many nations keep their fireworks holiday(s) around the solstice.
British Guy Fawkes Day is a clone of
Halloween a few days apart, with kids dressed
in costumes and begging for treats or pennies
door-to-door, or a prank is played on the nongiver. In history US Thanksgiving Day featured
the same ragamuffin costumes, begging and

pranks. Some in Britain want to make Fawkes
Day the global Thanksgiving Day. Though it is
really a nature festival as Halloween, Guy being
the false god worshiped in the past. As the
British Druids worshiped the false nature gods.
Search online for ragamuffins [and] thanksgiving to find photos of how many in the US kept
Thanksgiving Day with similar practices of Guy
Fawkes Day. It was even called Ragamuffin Day.
US T-Day is obviously false by the encroachment of Xmas in the Thanksgiving parades, and
countdown shopping days to Xmas beginning
then. And big stores open for Xmas shopping on
T-Day itself. Some people forgo a turkey dinner
in order to get in line early for the Xmas sales.
Most every US holiday is used to honor US
troops. But true Christians are to honor and be
peace-makers, resolving conflicts without violence. It is best for troops to stay out of harm’s
way by avoiding war. And War Is a Racket for
big companies to profit off the harm of others.
War is organized killing, mass murder. People
should learn not to war, not be taught to kill in
boot camp—a criminal act!
In different nations one day may be celebrated
for different holidays. But in the kingdom of God,
all nations will keep God’s Holy Days. There will
be one and only one law for all, a single set of
Sabbaths, weekly and annual. As exemplified by
the Feast of Tabernacles, and if a nation does not
keep it there will be punishment of drought, and
if further of plague (Zech 14:16-19).
God stipulated His Feasts were to be kept in
due season, similar (in a false way) to Satan’s
holiday seasons for more than just the duration of
one day. Keeping holidays interferes with God’s
plan. And His weekly Sabbath is every week,
and we are to remember the Sabbath throughout
each week (Ex 20:8). How many rest days do
people want, more than 50 a year plus some
annual ones not falling on a weekly Sabbath?
Serious error of holiday-keeping
There is something seriously wrong with
keeping the same holiday that other faiths keep,
particularly if for their version of God, since that
is false. COGs proclaim God’s Holy Days or
Pagan Holidays as if there is an important separation between the true God’s days and pagan
ones, true. Yet some COGs keep some days of
false faiths, as if the true God and false ones are
all alike. But if they were, then COGs would not
need to proclaim the Real Jesus, if there is not a
real difference between a fake and the real. This
same error continues in singing Protestant worship songs, too, as if Protestant gods are true
ones. Sure they use the same words as Lord, God
or Jesus, but the real Jesus said His name would
be used to promote false worship (Mat 24:5).
Many people in different faiths are exclusive.
They only keep days sanctioned by their god
and exclude any others. While we deplore their
choice of a false god, we can commend them at
least in being faithful to their god. As the God of
the Bible has faithfulness as a Husband to His
people, and they must to Him. So they should
not worship other gods in keeping holidays of
false gods or ideas. They do not share any false
days set up by mere men, but observe only days
set up by the real God properly derived from the
Bible. Who says not to learn the ways of the
heathen, so some holidays despite their apparent appeal, are fake days. And we should be able
to discern the spirit of a practice, as keeping a
day holy or not (Lev 10:10).
On the other hand, many people in different
faiths are not exclusive. They keep such days as
T-Day as a national day to join others of the
same nation, but each still worships their own
god in this. Yet Satan is trying to get the whole
planet to worship him, to join different faiths
together in false worship. It is called the ecumenical movement with Catholics and the pope
leading as usual. Globalists under Satan’s sway
want one world religion, and Thanksgiving
Day is a key factor in getting different faiths to
join others in a common cause.
Most Jewish faith today is the same as in
Jesus’ day, of the evil Pharisees. God exiled
those of Judah (after He exiled other Israelite
nations) to Babylon where they learned even
worse idolatry. Most wanted to stay in Babylon
and embrace it fully, along with its holidays.
Each day a day dedicated to a false god, as
today on this world’s calendar.
The T-Day myth is that Indians and Pilgrims
feasted together and lived happily after, but
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within a generation the Pilgrims slaughtered
that Indian tribe, including women and children. Similar to US massacres of other Indians
or put on reservations, waste lands.
Many US citizens eat unclean meat throughout the year, on T-Day, and even with the
turkey. The Pilgrims’ feast included such meat.
Does God like that? What about the fact that
many atheists keep T-Day, as a national holiday? Remember, there must be a great reason a
top Mason (G. Washington) wanted T-Day
kept. Many atheists also keep Christmas for the
merry aspect and family tradition, and ignore
any religious aspect.
Most ‘religious’ Americans believe in keeping T-Day, but also think Sunday is the
Sabbath. Do they somehow violate God’s true
Sabbath throughout the year, but manage to
honor the true God rightly on T-Day, and then
revert back to paganism the next Sunday?
Are US and Britain really so bad?
God exiled Sephardic Jews (of Judah) for
their idolatry, after centuries of pleading by
Him to repent. Exiled in Babylon they only
became more evil developing the Pharisee religion. Only a relative few were righteous when
Ezra and Nehemiah returned to Jerusalem. God
through these two pleaded for the Jews to obey
God and keep His Sabbaths, obviously to forsake any fake ones. But the people were tempted by the food sellers on Sabbaths (Neh 10:31),
similar to today’s restaurants open on Sabbaths.
Eventually Jews had Jesus killed, betrayed
by Judas (Judah). So in essence, the Jews
rejected their Messiah for a false one. And Jews
of Judah’s seed were really not “Jews” as God
wanted. Many in the COGs claim to be spiritual Jews but blatantly eat in restaurants on Sabbaths. When they could fairly easily avoid that
by preparing ahead of time on a work day.
Instead they violate God’s Sabbaths as Gentiles
who do not know better.
The Jesuits or the Society of Jesus are also
people who claim to be God’s Jews but are not.
Working for and against popes, and now the
pope is a Jesuit.
Avoid Sabbath-restaurant business
We know if we are an owner of a restaurant
we should stop doing business on the Sabbath,
weekly and annual. So our workers, faithful or
of the world are given the time off whether they
keep a Sabbath or not (Ex 20:10). If we work in
restaurants during regular week days, we do not
work on Sabbaths. Even most COGs believe
this and avoid doing Church business on Sabbaths. Then why do many COG members eat in
restaurants on Sabbaths?
Is it cognitive dissonance? It does show hypocrisy, and setting a bad example. And why?
For not taking enough time during the 6-day
work week to prepare for the 7th. And this
could be done by purchasing prepared meals
ahead of time at a restaurant. As long as business is done on a work day. Convenience is a
poor excuse to break the Sabbath, relying on
Sabbath-breaking to eat. Being relatively rich
in the end time Church (Rev 3:17-18) likely has
something to do with it, too.
Eating in a restaurant on a Sabbath can be justified if no other food is available as an ox-in-aditch situation, but that is very rare. What about
buying from a grocery store? Somehow that is
not done, but eating in a restaurant is all right?!
Many COG members, instead of obeying
God’s command to prepare ahead for Sabbath
meals, by laziness, tradition or ignorance, take
it even easier on annual Sabbaths. Though God
stipulates much food preparation is allowed for
Feasts, members forget that and want to eat in
restaurants instead, perhaps multiple times on
annual Sabbaths. Food could be bought on a
work day from a restaurant or other food store
already prepared to eat on the Sabbath.
People today tend to be too lax, allowing
most anything. Many in God’s Church are
lukewarm (Rev 3:16), as claiming to keep the
Sabbath right, but eat in restaurants then. So
God will have to spew them out.
In businesses as restaurants, they do not
open the doors for customers until they are
ready (worked enough) for business to serve
them. When they are through conducting business for customers for the day, customers leave
and the doors are closed, though more work
ensues as cleanup. The lame excuse is offered
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that such workers would be working despite us,
so we do not contribute to their sin. By that reasoning we can conduct business on a Sabbath at
any business open then.
Another lame reason to justify Sabbathrestaurant eating is that Jesus’ disciples rubbed
grain together in a field to satisfy hunger. No
buying was done. And this was a far cry from a
restaurant where others work to prepare our
food and we buy it, as well as usually eat there
in a nice place.
Catered meals at worship services on
Sabbaths should be avoided, also, even though
they might be paid on a work day. We should
avoid making workers work for us on any
Sabbath. If on a non-Sabbath worship day (as the
non-Sabbath days during the Feast of Tabernacles), catering can be fine. The people of God
should know what is sin and avoid it. Not contribute to the problem of violation of His
Sabbaths by us or those outside the true faith if
we can help them avoid it. When the time comes,
God will call these violators to repent and convert them to the truth. So they will no longer
work on Sabbaths, so no restaurant is open then.
Normally if you eat your meals on the
Sabbath at home, you would prepare ahead on a
work day for that according to the commandment. So how could eating a meal in a restaurant on a Sabbath be keeping the commandment? We should provoke others to good works,
in this case to do the bit of extra work on a work
day so all Sabbath meals are prepared ahead of
time. Sabbath-restaurant eaters show they failed
to complete their work in the six days.
Fellowshipping is another reason claimed
for Sabbath-restaurant eating, but that can be
done in potlucks, or by each providing their
own meals, prepared on a work day.
A minister claims thanksgiving is demanded
in the Bible, so Thanksgiving Day must be all
right. But thanksgiving for a false god is wrong.
And God is for a savior, but not a fictional one
as Nimrod. Prayer and thanksgiving are good,
but only for the true God.
Santa Claus is a false god pulled by flying
reindeer without wings. Who knows who is
naughty or nice, and so on. Obviously fictional,
yet the god of Thanksgiving Day is just as bogus. Claimed the US national God, but among
many pagan ones displayed on national and
state buildings? Do others who keep the day as
Catholics and Protestants really honor the true
God then, or merely pay lip service to Him as
they do the rest of the year? Add some Muslims
who keep it as a national day. Yet those of these
faiths would not keep God’s Holy Days unless
they became converted to the truth.
These faiths do not seem to mind Santa’s
arrival in the T-day parades. It would seem
some COGs ignore his intrusion, too. Where in
their defense of keeping T-day do they somehow exonerate Santa then?
The Bible tells us that God will send strong
delusion, that most everyone will believe the
end time lie (Mat 24:24), even the elect might
be deceived. We need to discern the spirit of
practices to avoid the wrong ones and embrace
the truth.
David Ovason’s book Secret Architecture of
Our Nation’s Capital was endorsed in the foreword by C. Fred Kleinknect, 33-degree Mason
and former head of NASA. [NASA uses false
god names for missions and vehicles.] Ovason
describes DC as a star city, its major buildings
and street layout according to astrology. Many
Freemason symbols, ancient gods and their
icons are displayed throughout the city. As the
many Minervas (Semiramis). The Washington
Monument originally had over the east door the
depiction of an Egyptian sun disk with two
adjacent snake heads and two falcon wings—
representing Horus the sun god.
To avoid keeping any worldly holiday is perfectly safe. God specifies His Sabbaths, weekly
and annual in the Bible. All other ‘rest’ days are
of Satan for false ideas. To avoid buying food
in a restaurant on Sabbaths is perfectly safe.
That should be obvious, as to avoid buying
other items then.
Top leaders of foreign nations tend to be
Masons. As seen when these leaders meet using
their special handshakes and signs. Masons
allow any ‘holy’ book to be used instead of the
Bible for their oaths, as the Muslim Koran. Any
false religion is all right in Freemasonry, as the
gods honored on Thanksgiving Day.
T-Day seems on the surface to be a nice holiday for family reunions, for even COG members to gather with their own physical family
members who might be Catholic or Protestant.
But is your God the same as their god? Paul
said we could sacrifice to demons and not realize it (1 Cor 10:20-22).
—Mr. Jan Young
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Does “Recapturing True
Values” still matter?
At Living University, we think so, and our 234
students do too! For a decade we have based
our core values on the Word of God as the
foundation of knowledge.
Around the world our Living University students, from ages 13 to 92,
strengthen and perfect their core values of leadership, service, commitment, integrity, excellence, culture and creativity.
As Ambassador College served the people of God in the last century,
we aim to reach and serve all His people in the 21st. We invest in God’s
people, and as an online university, we serve His people worldwide.

How?
By offering:
An Early College program for high school
students
100% tuition waivers for senior citizens to
audit courses
On-campus degree programs focusing on
the needs of young adults
A worldwide online instructional delivery
program leading to certificates, diplomas
and degrees
Scholarships equivalent to about half of
our tuition costs

We practice the Christianity we preach!
Learn more at our website:

www.livinguniv.com
Join our family of friends and receive our Living University publications and bimonthly letters to our
friends and donors. Simply register on our website, call us at (704) 708-2294, or write to us at Living
University, 2301 Crown Centre Drive, Charlotte, NC 28227.
LIVING UNIVERSITY ADMITS STUDENTS OF ANY RACE, COLOR, NATIONAL AND ETHIC ORIGIN.
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

The Reality and Fear of God
“You shall observe the
Feast of Tabernacles seven
days . . . and you shall rejoice
in your Feast . . . Seven days
you shall keep a Sacred
Feast to the LORD your God
IN THE PLACE which the
LORD chooses . . .”
—Deuteronomy 16:13-15

W

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

here God Places His Name—
This Scripture makes known
members are commanded by
the Almighty God to ONLY
attend a Feast site where He
has placed His name! If a person grasps the
reality of God, and fears to disobey Him, then
each one should seriously ponder the needed
question before their departure for their
planned site: “Is this the place God has chosen to place His Name?” If not, God will
not be there!
Three Options—There are presently three
options available to the membership: (1) The
remnant of the Philadelphia era (Revelation
3:7-13), (2) Those of the Laodicean era (Revelation 3:14-22), (3) The many sites established
by those who were once ministers or others
in the WWCG but have since gone off-track
in one way or another (I Timothy 4:1-2; II
Timothy 3:13-14).
Many Feast Sites—There are approximately 750 corporate churches having fragmented from the parent corporate Worldwide
Church of God. Outside of those who have
totally accepted the Catholic and Protestant
pagan teachings, all the others have their own
individual Feast sites with their own varying
beliefs and teachings. The fullness of the
TRUTH OF GOD, as originally taught by Jesus
Christ through His late apostle, is no longer
that important to them (Isaiah 29:13-14; II
Timothy 4:3-4). It is said only unity and togetherness really matter; this is not true!
Political and Religious Indictments—
The following Scripture applies equally: “No
one calls for Justice, nor does any PLEAD
FOR TRUTH. They trust in empty words
and speak lies; for TRUTH has fallen in
the street . . . truth fails” (Isaiah 59:4, 14-15).
Some Know Better—A few of the ministers know better, but they remain where they

are largely due to friendships, recognition,
employment and salaries, Balaam’s wages (II
Peter 2:15). Others do not seem to care one
way or another! Their members follow like
dumb sheep!
Standing Up—In contrast to Dr. Herman
Hoeh, who told me personally by phone in
early 1995 he would not
stand up just to be counted to lead God’s true people (his exact words), in
1996, while in the UCG, I
disputed the placing of a
pastor over our region.
He had been known to
have accepted the pagan
teaching of being born
again now. A regional conference was called in our
area with this minister
present. Before all the assembled pastors, I made the statement that I would continue to
believe and teach the teachings
we had been taught by Mr.
Armstrong. All of them sat
with their heads down. Not
one said, “I am with you and
will do the same!” Not one! I
could relate more, but space
prohibits it.
God’s True Church—For
those who know and believe
the teachings of God’s Holy Bible, Scripture reveals God has only ONE
CHURCH (Matthew 16:18), and no more! And in
that Church are only those whom God has
selectively called and added to it (John 6:44;
Ephesians 4:1-16); a little, little Church (Luke
12:32; Matthew 7:13-14). And in God’s true
Church the fullness of His true teachings are
believed and taught by His true and faithful
ministers (Revelation 3:7-13).
Discernment—By reading the many writings in The Journal, while not questioning the
sincerity of most of the writers, yet one
should easily discern they are in error regarding the fullness of the true teachings of God
(Matthew 4:4; John 17:17).
The Larger Churches—The large Churches have very popular ministers with great personalities and are very good speakers and
writers. They lead members to believe the
doctrinal teachings together with end-time
prophecies are not as important as are the
harmonious unity and togetherness of the

membership. Sadly, and tragically, many thousands of members believe them.
The Reality and Fear of God—Scripture
teaches, “His mercy is upon them that
fear Him” (Luke 1:50). Sad to say, God is not
real to all who have gone off-track, otherwise
they would repent and begin walking fully in
His teachings as made
known by Jesus Christ
through His late apostle and the Elijah to
come (Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:10-11).
Time is Running
Out—Based on what is
made known by the news
media, coupled with the
end-time prophecies, it
should be realized the
handwriting is on the
wall for this nation, and
the end of it is now very
close as it was for Belshazzar King of Babylon (Daniel 5:1-31)! Prophecy reveals super-power America will be conquered by the Revived
Holy Roman Empire,
as was the impregnable
Babylonian Empire by
the Medio-Persian Empire. Once Queen Athaliah becomes the new
president, little precious time will be left,
probably no more than six short years, as it
was for that evil queen (II Kings 11:1-3). Please
reconsider where you will attend the Feast.
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Study your Bible
together with the last book Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong wrote: the unedited MYSTERY OF
THE AGES, ISBN 0-396-08773-6, and believe it.
This could save your life from the worsening
troublesome times before us. REMEMBER—
Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus Christ used
to teach all of us His truth (II Timothy 3:13-14).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2016 The Church of God.
All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the respective owners
thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by
The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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What Exactly Is
the Gospel?
here is another article in The tain churches or in certain letters. First the gospel than Christ crucified. Verse 7:
Journal issue 186, page 5, top of example: “That car is blue. Therefore, its “But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor
page, attempting to refute engine is blue.” We can all see the prob- ear heard, neither have entered into the
heart of man the things which God hath
HWA’s vision of the gospel as lem with the example statement.
the coming Kingdom of God
If you care at all about the truth, and prepared for them that love him.” This
during the Millennium and after.
how God’s word is twisted to become author conveniently ignores the context.
The author concludes with the follow- useless, you need to understand how
Now, if the limit of the gospel is the
ing statement: “Is it not time for us to start people present what appear to be logi- death and resurrection of Christ and the
proving all things from Scripture again and cal arguments, but are perversions of saving redemption it offers mankind,
to begin to believe only what we read there the truth. These people are atexactly what was Paul talking about in
and not from what we hear coming from tempting to steer your
verse seven??!!! That is what HWA
pulpits that contradict the Bible?”
had just began to teach us. The
thought process,
rest of the gospel, the entire
On this one statement I can agree with g e n e r a l l y f o r
story of God’s plan.
the author. So let’s take some time to see their own gain.
The author would have
if this fellow’s statement is accurate. Or if If yo u c a n n o t
you limited to one small
he, best case, has taken things out of con- s e e t h i s , t h e n
(but admittedly very imtext and therefore comes to incorrect you are doomed to
portant) part of the
conclusions. We won’t explore what the fall into the trap
plan. He would hide
‘worst case’ could be indicative of, but I they are setting.
the rest of the plan
strongly suggest you consider it in your
We are warned by Christ
from you, presumown study of his ideas.
Himself that there will arise
He contends there are seven aspects to false prophets that will deceive
ably claiming, “What
the gospel. First is the gospel about the elect, if it is possible. Do not let
difference does it
Christ. “For many, this is a gospel about this happen to you because you don’t see their
make to our salvation!”
the messenger rather than the message literary tricks.
This is exactly what
the messenger preached. YET (my emphaThis author quotes several verses from HWA was against, and you all know it. I
sis) read what the (sic) Paul was inspired to Paul correctly, and then tells you, the read- hear it repeatedly from Christians when I
write in 1 Corinthians” (The Journal, issue er, that only what Paul specifically states he attempt to point out truths from Gods
preached was the full gospel.
word that contradict their traditions. The
186, page 5, column 1, paragraph 8).
“In fact, that is the only message Paul truth about the events coming before the
I highlighted the word ‘yet’ for a reason.
The word is intended to cast doubt on the preached to those gentiles, the only mes- Millennial reign of Christ and the events
preceding phrase. Take the following exam- sage!” This may be accurate. (It may not to unfold during that reign, as revealed to
ple. “Sam said he is going to the store, yet be also, as Paul is wont to use literary us in God’s word, cause a lot of problems
he drove off in the wrong direction.” This tools to reinforce his message.) The with some cherished traditions. One being
author concludes that, because Paul said ‘going to Heaven.’ Another being observais a classic this author uses extensively.
tion of the Holy Days.
If you doubt the ability
of the author to underWhy would this author
The author goes into a series of logical
stand the implication of
do this? I can only offer
what he wrote, all you
conjecture, but, from hisfallacies attempting to claim that Paul’s
have to do is look to his
tory, I can draw some
statements in Paul’s letters prove the only
education credentials in
guesses. One is this is a
gospel was the one Paul preached at
the first two paragraphs of
first step to moving people
certain churches or in certain letters.
this same page and colaway from the requireumn. He holds a Docments God set in His word
torate Degree in Theology
for adherence to His standards.
and a Ph.D. in Science and is the founder this was the only message he preached to Basically, “come to the foot of the Cross,
of Ambassador Christian College. By his this group, it was the only gospel message and Jesus will accept you as you are!”
own claims of experience and education, anyone preached to them. The author is
Another could be attempts to draw
he fully understands language and how to using 1 Corinthians for the basis of his people into his flock. We are constantly
use it to accomplish the goals he sets for argument.
warned in the New Testament about
his work.
He correctly quotes 1 Cor 1:18, 23 and 1 wolves in sheep’s clothing. I can’t read his
He then goes into a series of logical fal- Cor 2:2, then states: “If this message is not mind, therefore I can’t say. But I can look
lacies attempting to claim Paul’s state- the gospel, then Paul never preached the back at what has happened in the past,
ments in Paul’s letters prove the only gospel in Corinth.” If you read just seven and look at the ministry and college he
gospel was the one Paul preached at cer- verses further, it is obvious there is more to
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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What Is the Gospel?
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
guy is leading you down the same prim- pointed out that, if we were in the church
has set up, and have to conclude this is rose path. Don’t fall for it!!
to save our skin, we were there for the
likely a related attempt.
He makes another point and then tries wrong reason, and, if I remember correctHis next point uses Paul’s statement in to tell us the WCG denied John 3:16. ly, strongly implied we probably wouldn’t
Gal 1:6 to imply any message other than “Indeed, how can any WCG minister make it into God’s family.
Christ’s sacrifice is what Paul is condemn- deny that John 3:16 is the true gospel?”
The real good news is exactly what we
ing. Quote: “Another gospel—a perverted
That statement is a bold-faced attempt were told it was: God is intent on saving
message—is that which differs from the to convince you of something that is all of humanity, not just our sorry tails.
‘grace of Christ.’ Obviously, then, the true patently false. The WCG never claimed The author’s statement belies his actual
gospel Paul preached concerned the grace of John 3:16 was not part of the gospel. focus, self-preservation.
God . . . It is the same true gospel message.” Logically it had to be, as the gospel the
Guess what, boys and girls: That is exSame chapter, verses 21-23, Paul tells us WCG taught was that all of mankind would actly what Satan’s goal is!!!
there were churches already established, be offered salvation. All in their proper time.
Want more proof? “Don’t merely tell me
which he visited, which had the truth
His next paragraph tries to tell you the a kingdom is coming. Tell me how I (my
already. Therefore, the claim that what ministry was spiritually blind. While I do emphasis) can be a part of it. Now, that is
Paul preached was the only message of not agree with some of the things they good news.” How unbelievably selfish!
the gospel is again shown to be an incor- continue to teach, and I believe most
To paraphrase, I would put it like this,
rect conclusion.
know the truth behind the curtain they “Oh, I really don’t give a rat’s stinky
His next point is to claim the WCG have set up about tithing, the holy day behind about all those other people God
taught against a message of
wants to save. I’m just
salvation. “. . . The WCG
concerned about knowThis author was a student at
often criticized the churching how I, me , myself, can
es of this world for preachAmbassador and knows what was taught.
get what I want!!”
ing a salvation message as
Herbert Armstrong
He is doing exactly what Paul
the gospel. Well, that is one
had
some things I see as
condemns, preaching another gospel.
thing those churches got
mistakes in his life and
right.” He then goes on to
his ministry. But the gosEph 1:13. He uses that verse
pel message wasn’t one
to, again, imply Paul taught something the calendar and some other things, they of them. HWA correctly saw that the
WCG did not. He clearly wants you to most certainly do have the truth about driving force in modern ‘Christianity’ is
think Paul is talking to all people.
the desire to preserve the self. It’s not
the gospel.
We know from the opening of the book
Another logical fallacy is contained in about proving oneself qualified to assist in
he was talking to only believers. We also the last column, first paragraph, page 5 of the salvation of the billions of humans that
know from verse 14 (the very next verse) the same issue. “How is that good news if have ever lived on the earth.
Paul tells them the grace God has given it happens 2,000 years in the future, and
It’s about saving the listener’s hide. I susthem, the ability to repent and be a part you will never live to see it?” This state- pect I may have riled some feathers by callof that family. It is the ‘‘down payment’ ment is utterly absurd!!
ing out the self-centered doctrine of per(earnest) of the inheritance they are to
When President Eisenhower said, “I sonal salvation. I know, because there are
receive. What is the inheritance!!?? A see . . . an America where a mighty net- multiple ads and messages in this very
place in God’s family! That is the message work of highways spreads across our paper that spout the same “Listen to us and
HWA brought! This fellow wants you to country,” would anyone not see this as we’ll get you to the place of safety” message.
ignore the totality of the gospel and focus ‘good news’ even though the people buildIf you really want to serve God, and want
on one small part.
ing and financing this system of interstate to work side by side with Christ to eradicate
Remember the story of the three blind highways would not live to see it complet- the scourge of death from our reality, then
men who have never seen an elephant? ed? Good news is just that! Does it have you best give up the idea that your life matThe first touches its leg and says the ele- to happen that instant, or in the lifetime ters more than a grease spot in Walmart’s
phant is like a tree. The second touches of the person speaking the truth?
parking lot. Christ sacrificed His very life
its trunk and says the elephant is like a
This author was a student at Ambassa- for us. At the very end He questioned why
snake. The third touches its side and says dor and knows what was taught. He is do- God had forsaken Him. I can’t prove it, but
the elephant is like a rock wall. Each ing exactly what Paul condemns, preaching at that point in time I suspect He may have
could understand from only a limited per- another gospel.
even questioned if He was destined for salspective. HWA tried to open our eyes to
Fifth page, last column, third para- vation. However, I contend He never questhe whole view of the gospel and what our graph, he tells us, “Isn’t the message of tioned His purpose in this life, that of sacripotential is.
personal salvation really and truly the best ficing Himself for the rest of humanity.
The complaint HWA had against the good news we could ever have?” To which
If you’re here because you want personworld’s churches was they preach only sal- I would reiterate one of HWA’s last com- al salvation, good luck; you’re gonna need
vation. They never leave the basics. And ments. Armstrong told us near the end of it. If you believe someone who is selling
they claim there is nothing else God ex- his life that he was afraid a majority of the that panacea, then you’re gonna need
pects from us other than repentance. This members ‘didn’t get it!’ He correctly more than luck.
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Obituaries
Continued from page 5

Al Killebrew passed away June 26, 2016,
finally at eternal rest. The Killebrew family
held a celebration of life for Al on July 17 at
Eagle Rock Seventh-day
Adventist Church in Los
Angeles, Calif. The family
appreciates your love,
prayers and support.
Carl Compton Hoffman,
85, of Cape Girardeau,
Mo., died Sept. 19,
2016, at his home. He Al Killebrew
was born June 24, 1931,
in Pittsburgh, Pa., to Carl and Mildred
Compton Hoffman. ¶ He and Paula Cyrus
were married June 6, 1953, in Lexington,
Ky. Carl graduated from Crafton High
School in Crafton, Pa. He then went on to
graduate from the University of Kentucky
as a bachelor of arts. ¶ Carl served in the
U.S. Army 1953 to 1955.
He worked for the U.S.
Weather Bureau in
Alaska and then transferred to the Internal
Revenue Service, working in Cairo, Ill., and
then in Cape Girardeau,
before retiring in 1996. Carl Hoffman
¶ Carl was a charter
member and elder in the United Church of
God in Cape Girardeau, present at its
beginning on Aug. 6, 1966. He was
ordained a deacon on Pentecost, 1969,
and then on the first day of Unleavened
Bread, March 27, 1975, he was ordained
an elder. ¶ Carl is survived by his wife,
Paula Hoffman of Cape Girardeau; three
daughters, Karen (Mike) Kirby and Cheryl
(Mark) Howard, both of St. Louis, and
Patricia Montgomery of Chicago; a brother, Richard (Jeanne) Hoffman of Surprise,
Ariz.; and four grandchildren, Kathryn
(Kirby) Dethrow of St. Louis, Maura
Howard of San Francisco, Gabrielle Montgomery of Chicago and Matthew
Howard of St. Louis. ¶ A funeral service
was held at Mount Auburn Funeral Home
in Cape Girardeau with Pastor Rick Beam
officiating. Burial was at Cape County

Obituaries
Memorial Park Cemetery with military
honors. ¶ Memorial contributions may be
given to Crown Hospice
or LifeNets. Online condolences may be made
at fordandsonsfuneralhome.com.
Pat Bohannon (formerly
Pat Mattson) of Altadena, Calif., formerly of Pat Bohannon
Tulsa, Okla., died on
Sept. 22, 2016. Please remember her hus-
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band, Joe, and the family in your prayers.

tor, teacher, counselor, musician, comedian, wealth-management specialist, son,
husband, father, brother and friend. ¶
Randy is survived by his wife, Laurie; four
sons, Brandon (Melissa and grandson),
Michael, Tyler, and Cameron; his father,
Don Duke; and his mother, Joyce Tuller.

Airborne Division. He was a loving, kind
man who loved to spend
time with his family. ¶
Memorial services were
held Sept. 8 at Floral
Haven Rose Chapel in
Broken Arrow, Okla.,
with Chaplain Catherine
Haguewood officiating.
Military Honors were con- Robert Perkey
ducted by the U.S. Army at
the conclusion of the chapel service.

Randy Wayne Duke, 58, passed away in
June 2016. He was born in Festus, Mo.,
and was the only child
of Don and Joyce (Boyd)
Duke. ¶ Randy married
Laurie Jane Oswalt on
Aug. 6, 1978, in Elkhart,
Ind. He was a man of
many talents and
touched people on many
levels. ¶ He was a pas- Randy Duke

Robert Orin Perkey, 76, a resident of Jenks,
Okla., passed away Sept. 2, 2016. ¶ He was
born Aug. 24, 1940, in Clinton, Okla., to
Calvin Perkey and Alemedia (Godfrey) Perkey. He served in the Army in the 82nd

I Corinthians 7:15 does
not allow divorce
M

any within the churches of God
believe I Corinthians 7:15 does
allow divorce. Let’s look at a
translation that reflects the original
Greek without ambiguity. “And, if the unbelieving doth separate himself—let him separate
himself: the brother or the sister is not under
servitude in such cases, and in peace hath God
called us” (Young’s Literal Translation).
Although the English is somewhat
archaic, Young’s translation reflects the
unambiguous meaning of the Greek
douloo, which primarily means ‘become a
slave.’ I Corinthians 7:15 is not saying anything about a marriage being unbound,
but that the believer is not enslaved to the
unbelieving spouse. How could the
believer be enslaved?
Jesus taught, “Therefore what God has
joined together, let not man separate” (Mat
19:6b). Paul paraphrased this in I Corinthians 7:10c. “A wife is not to depart from her
husband.” If the believer were required to
‘not separate’ from the unbeliever, wouldn’t the believer be at the mercy of the
unbeliever? The unbeliever could simply
threaten to leave and the believer would
be forced to do the will of the unbeliever
to avoid separation. The believer would be

little better than a slave to the unbeliever.
Paul made his judgment here based on
the overriding need to make peace.
Messiah’s instruction was to Jews. He did
not address a situation where a mate was
an unbeliever from a different culture.
Paul allowed that the believer was not
absolutely required to stay with the unbeliever, even though Messiah’s statement
taken literally would indicate otherwise.
Paul’s statement is also an example of
typical Hebrew parallelism. This is the
proclivity of Hebrew speakers to be
somewhat redundant. “A brother or a sister
is not under bondage in such cases” is just
another way of restating and reinforcing
his instruction: “But if the unbeliever
departs, let him depart.” The believer is not
his/her mate’s slave.
Doesn’t a separation imply a divorce?
This doesn’t follow. The very next verse
Paul exhorts those involved to keep in
mind that their conduct could still win
over their husband or wife. “For how do you
know, O wife, whether you will save your husband? Or how do you know, O husband,
whether you will save your wife?” If they
were divorced, they would no longer be
husband or wife and would have little or

no influence on the unbeliever.
In I Corinthians 7, Paul is not talking of
divorce at all. The NKJV uses the word in
verses 11-13. In fact a meaning of ‘divorce’
for the Greek aphiemi is very questionable. The three or four good lexicons that
point to examples of ancient usage supposedly intending ‘divorce’ all point to
Herodotus 5:39 to justify this meaning.
That passage does talk of a monarch
sending away his wife and marrying
another, but it doesn’t use aphiemi at all. It
would not have been a typical divorce in
any case. Former queens were not typically allowed to remarry (I Kings 2:13-25).
The primary meaning of aphiemi is send
away. Depending on circumstances it can
also mean ‘leave.’ Paul is making judgments based on the teaching of Messiah.
Paul knew His instruction was based on
“the two shall become one flesh” (Mat 19:5c)
and “Therefore what God has joined together,
let not man separate” (Mat 19:6b). If one uses
the primary meaning of aphiemi there is no
conflict with Messiah’s instruction. Paul
knew “A wife is bound by law as long as her
husband lives” (I Cor 7:39a). This doesn’t
mean they must live together.
In I Corinthians 7:15 Paul is not allow-

ing us to divorce, but explaining how to
live in peace and still honor our commitments. God is faithful. He expects us to
be faithful too. “For how do you know, O
wife, whether you will save your husband? Or
how do you know, O husband, whether you
will save your wife?” (I Cor 7:16). If the
unbeliever totally severs the relationship,
that is on him/her. ‘His disciples said to Him,
“If such is the case of the man with his wife, it
is better not to marry.” But He said to them,
“All cannot accept this saying, but only those to
whom it has been given” ’ (Mat 19:10-11).
Are you serious about honoring your
Creator and understanding His mind? This
is simply one chunk of the iceberg of misunderstanding that blinds (Rev 3:17) the
churches of God. Don’t assume this is the
only thing that is misunderstood about the
marriage relationship. Don’t wait for someone ordained of men to look into this for
you. Develop your own relationship with
the real head of the congregation of God
by an in-depth study of His word.
CreatorsCovenant highlights important instruction others gloss over. (Click:
Other Studies / Divorce & Remarriage
at the web address below.)

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031
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Former pastor opines about funerals as times of celebration
Continued from page 1

evening, when more family members
might be present.
A reason for the family visit, he
said, is to learn about the relatives of
the deceased, including how to pronounce their names.
“This is very important,” he said.
“Find out about relatives, their relationships, their history, for your biographical information. Ask what they
want their service to include.”
The service might include Masonic
or military rites, and “there may be
other ministers involved. You need to
find all this information out as soon as
possible.”
How to handle the “heaven-hell”
subject comes up often, even at funerals of Church of God members, Mr.
Gregory said. The minister conducting
the service should determine—after
counseling with the family—exactly
how he will handle the subject in his
message, whether to present a longer
or shorter discourse on the subject.
Who’s in charge?
The minister should bear in mind
that the person who is legally and
technically in charge of the funeral is
the funeral director, not the minister,
not the family.
“The funeral director is supposed to
stay until the body is lowered and the
grave is covered,” he said.
“That’s why you need to meet with
the funeral director. Go over the order
of the service with him.”
Mr. Gregory said he believes a funeral service is not the proper time “to
convert the family.”
“We’re there to serve the family,” he
said. “I remember a service a few years
ago of a friend of mine, a deacon in the
church. The funeral was about an hour
at the graveside. The sermon was about
the Soviet Union and the global situation. I was wondering what does this
have to do with the deceased.”
Ministerial honorarium
Mr. Gregory talked about the “gratuity or honorarium,” the fee normally
paid to the minister who delivers the
funeral message.
“The funeral director will write a
check and give it to the minister,” he
said. “My recommendation is that, if
at that time you are offered an honorarium or gratuity, I would say don’t
refuse it. They [the family and funeral
home] want to do this, and it’s custom
and accepted.”
Funeral questions
Mr. Gregory fielded questions from
the floor.
How long should a funeral last?
asked Julian Cruz, a pastor from San
Antonio, Texas.
Different cultures dictate different
lengths of funeral services, responded
Mr. Gregory.
“Indian [American Indian] services
in Oklahoma are very long,” he said.
“They could be an hour or an hour and
a half because of several speakers and
music. But the average funeral service
is maybe 30 minutes, including ser-

monette time, a eulogy, prayers.”
Jeff Henderson of Half Moon Bay,
Calif., asked, “How do you handle [a
funeral for a] nonbeliever, a person
who was not a Christian?”
“You can mention to the family that
the spirit has returned to God, who
gave it . . . You can explain that there’s
no consciousness or thought in the
grave . . . You can say that that is the
approach that I’m going to use [in the
funeral message].”
Celebrating and mourning
This writer for THE JOURNAL, during
the discussion, asked Mr. Gregory several questions, including his opinion of
many modern funerals as “celebrations” rather than “times of mourning.”
Mr. Gregory’s response to the question was to the point: “At my funeral I
hope they cry.”
THE JOURNAL also asked: What is
Mr. Gregory’s opinion of preaching at
length about the plan of God to a captive audience during a funeral? Should
the minister expound on the timing of
multiple resurrections, or should he do
little more than eulogize the deceased?
And, if a minister has a strong opinion on this question one way or the
other, should he try to influence the

the cremation occurs before, then
there’s just an urn” (present at the
service that contains the remains).
“Personally, I would not be cremated,” he said, “but I might not have a
choice if I were in a flaming, burning
building.”
Families want “closure,” said Mr.
Gregory. “Even with cremation they
buy space, they put a marker there, they
want to [have a place to visit later].”
Yet Mr. Gregory doesn’t read the
Scriptures as prohibiting cremation.
“I don’t see God disapproving it.
But [the concept of] a Christian burning in hell: That sticks in a lot of
Christians’ minds because it has a
connotation of hellfire.”
Speeds things up but can freak out
Tom Justus of Springdale, Ark.,
said that “cremation just speeds the
process up of the body turning back to
dust. It’s just a faster process.”
Eugene Lamb commented that an
advantage of cremation is that it
doesn’t use up as much real estate.
Ofie Cruz of San Antonio commented that “I always felt that I would
want to be cremated because it would
be the cheaper way to go,” but when
Mrs. Cruz mentioned her preference to

Mr. Gregory gave his opinion that,
just as charismatics should not do altar
calls at funerals, Church of God
speakers should not try to convert
people at funerals.
Patrick Dennis of Coffeyville,
Kan., asked Mr. Gregory’s opinion
of taping (audio or video) funeral
services.
“That’s beginning to be much more
popular and acceptable,” Mr. Gregory
said. He noted that, when his daughter
Karen died in 2001, he and his wife,
Janice, decided to videotape the service.
“More and more families are requesting a video presentation of the
funeral,” he said, although “it was a
year or more before I could look at
[the tape of his daughter’s funeral].”
Here come the bride and groom
On a lighter note, the next session
concerned conducting a wedding. Mr.
Gregory also led this session.
He suggested that anyone who
plans to serve as an elder who would
conduct wedding ceremonies be
“licensed” by the group or organization he serves because all U.S. states
require that a minister who conducts
weddings be a licensed minister
(unless he is a judge or ship captain).

Mr. Gregory’s response to a question
about modern funerals as celebrations was to the
point: ‘At my funeral I hope they cry.’

Ways to save
THE JOURNAL also asked Mr. Gregory if, in the prefuneral counseling of
the family, the minister should make
suggestions—involving the price
range of the casket, whether to buy a
vault, whether to embalm or cremate,
whether to rent a funeral chapel, etc.—
that could save the family money.
No, said Mr. Gregory. “A minister
should avoid going into that with the
family. He should not tell them how
much money to spend. A minister
should stay out of those decisions.”

her sister “my sister just freaked out.”
Brian Davis of Enid, Okla., said
many Christian martyrs down through
history have been burned at the stake,
“and it certainly wasn’t derogatory.”
Mr. Gregory described the process.
“The body is put into an oven and
is burned, and after several hours the
cremains are brought out, then are run
through a pulverizer, like a grinder. So
you get a grainy mass of a kind of offwhite cremains.”
THE JOURNAL, at a break in the
meeting, asked Mr. Gregory if “cremains” are really ashes.
He said they are not. They are simply ground-up bone. The softer tissues
and smaller bones burn completely
up. No ashes form in the process, because when the matter is burned it
exits through the chimney.
In response to another question,
Mr. Gregory said that if the fire were
left burning everything would go out
the chimney. If the fire were not extinguished at some point, no cremains
would remain.

Learning about cremation
Mr. Gregory said that, because of
its increasing popularity, it is important to learn all about cremation.
“Now, you can have a cremation
memorial service with the body or
without the body,” he said. “Sometimes the body is present, then is cremated after the service. Sometimes

Types of messages
Steve Andrews, who a few years
later succeeded Mr. Gregory as pastor
of the Tulsa Church of God, shifted
the subject to types of funeral-sermon
messages.
He said he has noticed that “charismatic” churches are including more
“altar calls” in many funeral sermons.

family to agree to his preferred kind of
funeral message?
“I think the family should have
great input in the order of the service,”
Mr. Gregory said. “Generally, it’s
going to revolve around a eulogy and
a sermon, those types of things, music, prayers, other speeches.
“Now, if it’s a Church of God funeral I would say that [the type and
content of the message] is up to the
minister and family.”

“Those licenses you can obtain at
most Christian bookstores,” he said.
“The minister is going to have to have
some kind of license. Then he will
have to go to his state or county board
and register.”
Mr. Gregory said he likes to perform wedding ceremonies, but he has
refused to do so on occasion.
For example, he insists that he and
the prospective bride and groom meet
before the wedding for one or more
counseling sessions so they will realize the serious nature of the marriage
covenant, their responsibility to stay
married.
“Last Thursday, just a few days
ago,” he said, “a couple came to the
funeral home [where Mr. Gregory
works] and wanted someone there to
marry them. Why they came to the
funeral home I don’t know.”
After speaking with the couple a
few minutes, Mr. Gregory declined to
do the ceremony.
“I complimented them on the idea
of marriage, but I don’t perform the
wedding ceremony unless I have the
opportunity to visit with and interview
the couple first.”
Self-imposed rules
Different ministers have different
self-imposed rules regarding counseling and other considerations on the
road to the marriage ceremony, he
said, so he challenged his listeners:

“If that couple had come to you and
wanted to be married, would you perform that wedding ceremony—not
knowing them, not knowing their situation? . . . You’re going to have to
decide when will you say yes and
when will you say no.”
For example, is it appropriate to
marry a divorced person? How about
one who has been divorced several
times?
“One man introduced me to his
fiancée whom he had met in a bar, and
they wanted to have the wedding in
the bar. I said no . . . What if a couple
wants to get married while parachuting? . . . What if the bride and groom
are runaways from home? . . . What if
they’re parties under suspicious circumstances?”
Mr. Gregory said when he is asked
if he will marry someone he always
replies: “ ‘No, I’m already married.’
Then after we laugh we discuss the
next step.”
Other considerations, assuming the
minister agrees to do the wedding,
involve how the wedding vows themselves will read. The minister should
know ahead of time what he will go
along with and what he will not go
along with.
“Will they be vowing to each other
or to God?” Mr. Gregory asked.
“That’s a consideration . . . I read to
the couple what I generally say and
ask them: ‘Is this acceptable? What is
it you want to accomplish in this
phrasing?’ ”
North of the border
Dan Cafourek of Colcord, Okla.,
commented that the laws of some
nations differ from American laws
governing weddings. For example, in
Canada many church marriages are
not recognized by the government, so
some Christians marry in church, then
marry again in a civil ceremony.
Mr. Justus (who was to die a few
years later, in 2015) commented that
compared with Mr. Gregory he is “liberal” on the subject of weddings, because if anyone asks him to perform a
ceremony he always agrees to.
Whether the couple should be getting married or not “is God’s problem,” the Arkansas pastor said.
Mr. Gregory replied, in effect, that
different strokes are appropriate for
different folks, but a minister should
decide ahead of time the types of service he is comfortable with and the
types of people he is comfortable
marrying.
Contact information
Contact the CGOM at P.O. Box
54621, Tulsa, Okla. 74155, U.S.A.;
information@cgom.org; P.O. Box
2525, Lincoln LN5 7PF, England;
coguk@aol.com; 100 Northcote St.,
Aberdare, N.S.W. 2325, Australia;
icg.aust@netcentral.com.au; or P.O.
Box 476, Don Mills Station, Don
Mills, Ont. M3C 2T4, Canada.
__________
This article is an update of one that
appeared in issue No. 74 of THE
JOURNAL, dated March 31, 2003.

Rabbi, master, mister mean same thing and are not appropriate
Continued from page 3

seen of men: they make broad their
phylacteries and enlarge the borders
of their garments, and love the uppermost rooms at the feasts, and the chief
seats in the synagogues, and greetings
in the markets, and to be called of
men, Rabbi, Rabbi.
“But be not ye called Rabbi: for one
is your master, even Christ; and all ye
are brethren. And call no man your
father upon the earth: for one is your
Father, which is in heaven. Neither be
ye called masters: for one is your
Master, even Christ.
“But he that is greatest among you
shall be your servant. And whosoever
exalts himself shall be abased; and he

that shall humble himself shall be
exalted.”
Rabbi, mister, master: same thing
According to this, we should not

They are all just men, and all sinners like the rest of us, not to be
afforded a position of infallibility.
The same goes for the term reverend. I hardly believe that any rev-

getting on one’s knees to kiss the hand
of a man.
Do we ever find Peter or Paul addressed as the Rev. Peter or Paul?
No. The apostles Peter and Paul

I realize in modern society it is a matter of respect and being
courteous to call someone mister, but I do not believe it is
correct. People have names. Names are all that are needed.
call anyone mister or master. Neither
should we address the pope as his holy
father or address priests as Father Pedro or any other similar term.

erend is more reverent or holy than
any other human being. Using such a
term is a form of idolatry and worshiping a man as is bowing down and

were simply called by their names.
Incorrect courtesy
I realize in modern society it is a

matter of respect and being courteous
to call someone mister, but I do not
believe it is correct.
People have names. Names are all
that is needed.
In Mark 10 when the disciples were
wondering who would be the greatest
among them, Jesus addressed the
same scenario.
“And whosoever of you will be
chiefest, shall be the servant of all”
(Mark 10:44).
A true servant of God does not
walk around displaying a title to be
recognized by men but serves and
loves others. He or she is a true servant to all mankind.

14

THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 188 (Sept. 30, 2016)

Typical approaches to homosexuality can be counterproductive
Continued from page 3

Historically, our Western society
(and much of the world) has looked
upon homosexuals as among the
worst of sinners.
Cultural concepts and hearsay
about the infamous Genesis 19 story
of Sodom and Gomorrah consigned
both the sin of homosexual activity
and the homosexual person to the
depths of shame.
Historically, the depths of shame
surrounding this issue caused deep
alienation and mistrust between the
individual homosexual and religions
that seemed to offer only condemnation.
Like me, many (and probably
most) homosexual people living in the
West did not consciously choose their
sexual and emotional orientation.
Yet until recent years the cultural
conditions created through traditional
religious concepts compelled homo-

coped for many years, that I did not
choose to have a homosexual orientation or experience same-sex attraction. I remember having such feelings
since I was a boy.
Some authorities say the classical
“distant father” relationship with a child
is a recurring factor in the development
of homosexuality. Others say their family environment was not like that and
dismiss it as an outdated theory.
I grew up in a 1960s heterosexual
family, with two parents and seven
siblings, but spent some of my earliest
years with my paternal grandparents.
There was lots of stress in my family.
Although some homosexual people
say they had a close relationship with
their parents, I had a conflicted, emotionally abusive relationship with my
mother and a distant relationship with
my father.
As an adult, I can remember having
some degree of gender-identity confu-

ing my early years as a Christian, and
during those years the ensuing guilt
made my personal burden even heavier.
I was giving in to my temptations to
search for affection and connection in
the gay community.
Not allowed to do both
This prompted the WCG minister
in my congregation to intervene with
some tough love. This pastor’s tough
love forced me to make a crucial lifechanging decision: What was most
important to me: following Jesus
Christ or finding same-sex love in a
gay relationship?
It was an agonizing struggle because I desperately wanted to be able
to do both.
But I had to choose—and I hurt so
much. What did I want most: fellowship in the church congregation where
I had struggled for years in secret pain
and conflict, or the seeming accept-

My more-peaceful state of mind is sustained
by coming to believe that God really loves me and
that I am saved by His grace as I follow Him.
sexual people to live in shame, selfloathing and fear.
Human beings can’t bear to endure
an existence based on shame, selfloathing and fear. In the late 1960s
many homosexuals began organized
efforts to extricate themselves from
this kind of pain.
Bitter fruit
It is from the roots of this pain that
the seeds of our society’s culture war
over homosexuality were sown.
Those seeds are sprouting bitter
fruit between gay-rights activists and
their opponents.
To many religious people, homosexuality is an issue of immorality and
behavior based on choice.
However, gay activists insist that
their homosexuality is their innate
emotional identity that was not of
their choosing because they have
experienced it as an inherent state of
mind that may or may not include sexual activity.
While it is a fact that behavior (but
not sexual attraction) is based on
choice, condemning a homosexual
from the vantage of “behavior” in
terms of sin and choice—without considering the developmental factors of
homosexuality—will not help the
homosexual man (or woman) with his
(or her) struggle.
Because of the developmental factors that generate same-sex attraction,
many homosexual people find it painful
to try to resist homosexual temptation.
To gays it is their personal identity:
what they feel inside and who they are
as people. Many gays know no other
way to be. They, as I once did, feel
condemned without understanding.
Freely chosen?
One of Christianity’s most serious
mistakes in responding to homosexuality during the formative years of the
culture war was to preach condemnation alone—without compassion, understanding or respect—shown to the
same-sex–attracted man or woman
experiencing a sense of shame, conflict or alienation.
Many people who fight to uphold
traditional Christian precepts have
emotionally declared their belief that
homosexuals have chosen to be homosexual and harbor an agenda to
bring down society through their immoral behavior.
Others have countered that they
were born biologically gay and that
they deserve equal rights as a matter
of fairness.
In reality, the truth is somewhere
between these two opposing views.
Not chosen
I know, as a Christian man who has

sion, which I do believe was related to
my stressful family environment.
At that time in my life I did not
know that my innate need for samesex love was unconsciously becoming
eroticized and melded with my developing sexual attraction.
Something bad
I was afraid to talk about my teenage sexual feelings, instinctively
knowing that I could not let people
know I liked other boys instead of
girls, because it was something “bad.”
I instinctively knew that if I attempted to talk about my feelings the
adults around me would react in
embarrassment and shame and that
the other kids I went to school with
would tease or shun me.
I didn’t know why I felt homosexual attraction. I didn’t ask for my
homosexual feelings or my pain in
conflict or my sense of shame. But I
had them all. I didn’t know what to do
to feel “normal” like other boys.
As a young man, at age 17 I came
into contact with the Worldwide
Church of God through the church’s
radio program The World Tomorrow,
catching the program as the speaker
talked about heaven and hell.
As I developed a serious interest in
seeking God and living as a Christian,
I remember hearing the words queer,
pervert and abomination coming from
my radio as I learned that my yearning
for homosexual intimacy stood in
conflict with biblical teachings.
It was a traumatic moment as I began an excruciating struggle to suppress my same-sex attraction while
urgently craving closeness and affection from another man.
Painfully human
I remember how things were for me
in my early years as I struggled to be
a Christian in the Church of God. As a
young man I found that my personal
struggle to resist sexual temptation
and achieve celibacy was painful.
As a young man struggling with
homosexuality, my emotions felt natural to me. It wasn’t just sexual temptation. It was also the pent-up emotional hunger for same-sex love and
affirmation that was driving the sexual
temptation.
Even though I tried to socially fit in
with other brethren in my church congregation, the persistent feelings of
isolation, and my fear of sharing with
others my struggle, only deepened the
emotional hunger and amplified my
temptations to go out and find men in
the gay community who understood
my emotions.
I desperately wanted to fulfill my
homosexual hunger for male love and
affection. I didn’t always do well dur-

ance, understanding and affection
offered by the gay community?
I forced myself to choose to follow
Jesus as I understood His will and to
continue fellowship in my church
congregation. I just carried the pain
and coped as best I could.
Now, years later, I have learned to
live as a celibate man in a manner
similar to that of other single men in
my church congregation.
I don’t have contempt for homosexual sinners. My strongest feelings toward
them are empathy and compassion.
From there to here
Back in 1982 I made my decision
to remain faithful to my calling to live
a Christian life in Jesus Christ—and to
forsake the gay lifestyle.
Humanly, for me it was the most
painful, conflicted decision I have
ever made. With all of my being my
humanity cried out for me to run to
the arms of the gay community for
comfort.
My minister was one of the few
WCG pastors who seemed to even
care enough to learn about homosexuality. HIV and AIDS were just beginning back then and starting to spread
through the gay community. My minister’s stern action back then may
have saved my life.
However, I must be honest about

shouting: “Call them all queers, brethren! That’s what they are!”
I sat listening with my chest and
stomach aching with stress.
Forced myself
It was against this cultural environment that I had to force myself to walk
by conviction of my Christian beliefs—and not by sight.
What have I experienced since
making that life-changing decision?
How did I get from there to here in my
Christian journey?
I’ve journeyed from a place of experiencing despair, resentment and
fear as I struggled with desires in conflict to a more-peaceful, tranquil state
of mind.
My more-peaceful state of mind is
sustained by coming to believe that
God really loves me and that I am
saved by His grace as I follow Him.
Through years of struggle I have
come to see (as all Christians eventually do) that I was not made to be selfsufficient.
I cannot convert myself from carnality to God’s divine nature by my
own willpower alone. I can physically
sustain myself for only a short time.
Apart from God’s mercy and power I
am ultimately helpless.
I’ve come to more clearly discern
the magnificent purpose and plan our
Creator has for all of mankind. It is a
plan that centers on our relationships
with God and each other.
Vital encouragement and support
Christianity is about relationships.
It is vital that someone struggling with
homosexual temptation receive encouragement and support from other
Christians to build and maintain
Christian relationships.
Struggling in isolation is debilitating and eventually destroys the motivation and will of the struggler.
It was scary for me to take the
chance about sharing, and I knew I
had to be cautious when doing so.
However, experiencing a Christian
response from others who expressed
concern, respect and kindness has
helped me to embrace and maintain a
repentant way of life.
Conversely, experiencing a church
culture that is overtly hostile toward
homosexuals—and only condemns
them—will likely result in alienating
the struggler, who may also be struggling to shed a mistrust of Christianity
and religion.
A church environment that is overtly hostile creates obstacles for the
repentant person struggling to build
and maintain Christian relationships
because he does not feel love and out-

friendships. But it can take time,
even years.
Condemnation or God’s love?
As a young man it was excruciatingly painful to me to feel condemned
for wanting to love and be loved in the
only way I knew how to feel.
I felt condemned without understanding. I realize that moral instruction about sin is essential, yet so are
love and respect and compassion.
As crucial as human support is,
what has been even more vital to
motivating me to choose to embrace
and maintain a repentant way of life
was coming to really believe that God
really loves me.
During my years of struggle in the
midst of self-loathing and shame, I
would tell myself over and over that
God loved me. One day, several years
ago, I prayed on my knees, an honest
you-and-me-Lord entreaty.
I told God that I had told myself
countless times that He loved me, but
now I acknowledged to Him that I
didn’t know that for sure. I prayed that
if God really did love me to please
help me to believe it.
He did! God answered my prayer,
by granting me a deeper discernment
of His nature. With that deeper discernment about God’s love, my uncertainty was replaced with faith that
God really does love me.
His nature is a nature of love, and
He loves all mankind, including homosexuals.
It is vital that someone who has
come out of a homosexual way of life
receive encouragement and support
from fellow Christians.
Yet it is God’s affirmation of His
personal love for me that has led me
out of the despair and self-loathing of
my younger years.
The struggle is easier now
I am a man who still struggles with
homosexuality, and my Creator still
loves me. I know that I don’t have to
hate myself in order for God to love
me.
Yet often my struggle is only a
shadow of what it used to be.
I no longer worry about the lack of
feeling heterosexual attraction. Yet, if
I did feel heterosexual attraction, I
would still face temptation or struggle, just as everyone does.
I have come to see that human
sexuality—or the nature of any
human struggle in and of itself—
doesn’t define a Christian’s relationship with God.
I have come to understand that my
relationship with God was possible
only because God first reached out to

For someone who has left a homosexual
lifestyle, the experience of building Christian
friendships is critical to a successful Christian walk.
how it was in the old Worldwide
Church of God for me as a young
man. Based on my early years of
struggle, I foresaw a lonely, conflicted, shamed-based existence in my
church congregation.
Harsh to say the least
For the most part the old WCG culture was harsh toward homosexuals,
to say the least. I’m glad the old days
of the WCG are over.
They were painful for me and others I know. Most brethren seemed to
hold only disdain for homosexuals.
Almost nothing kind was ever uttered,
and some members believed it was fitting to tell homosexual jokes.
One man told me that he actually
enjoyed hearing jokes about homosexuals.
Some prominent ministers would
openly rant against homosexuals
without mercy. I remember a special
speaker from Pasadena one Sabbath. I
sensed what was coming as he began

going concern in such a congregation.
For someone who has left a homosexual lifestyle, the experience of
building Christian friendships is critical to a successful Christian walk.
Learning difficulty
The emotional road map of prior
experiences may result in sensing a
psychic distance between the struggler and others in the congregation,
and new conduct may be difficult to
learn.
The struggler may not be able to
traverse this distance on his own and
may depend on the help of others as
he learns the skills involved in building friendships in a Christian setting.
For me the chance to experience
the building of Christian friendships—and a sense of male-to-male
connection with heterosexual men—
has been vital to achieving and maintaining a solid and stable Christian
lifestyle.
A struggler can build Christian

me to begin the relationship while I
was still in my sins.
I have come to see that it was the
mercy and kindness of God—the
goodness of God—that helped me
change my life.
What is grace?
In my early years in the church I
didn’t understand what grace was. I
thought it was a condition of pardon
that God granted tentatively if one met
the legal requirements of keeping
God’s law.
But grace doesn’t work like spiritual tic-tac-toe. It is much deeper than
that. In a sense, grace is our relationship with our Creator.
I have come to more clearly see
that my relationship with God is
based wholly on His grace, through
faith and acceptance of our Savior,
Jesus Christ, and my willingness to
respect that relationship by keeping
His commandments and following
See I HAD TO CHOOSE, page 15
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Howard Clark said to be related to one of Washington’s generals
Continued from page 3

the motor function of his muscles, but
all the nerve pain came back along
with the motor aspect, since apparently the nerves were restored also, thus
bringing back
the pain.
So it was a
good-news/badnews situation.
I asked him:
“Why do you
laugh so much
and seem jubilant?”
He told me,
“To keep from
crying.”
Howard Clark
I don’t recall in 1959
who told me,
but apparently Howard’s X rays originally showed that his spinal cord had
been severed completely. He had been
hit by a mortar shell in Korea. So that
must have been rejoined.
One time Howard told me he was
related to one of George Washington’s

generals. If I recall correctly he said it
was Gen. Arlington Clark.
Howard was a mountain of a man,
in more ways than one. I never knew
anyone who stood up to Herbert Armstrong like he did.
Howard told me that one time Mr.
Armstrong had him in his office and
worked him over (verbally) for eight
hours straight.
At one point Howard was so exhausted that he just lay down on the
floor and stretched out while Herbert
was yelling at him.
I guess the reason he was in the
doghouse so much was because Mr.
Armstrong just couldn’t break his
spirit.
__________
See comments elsewhere on this
page of THE JOURNAL that readers sent
at the time of Mr. Clark’s passing, in
2002. Mrs. Clark died in 2014.
Also on this page see the “Card
of Thanks” and photo Mrs. Clark sent
to friends including THE JOURNAL at
that time.

Card of Thanks
I just want to say thank you to all of you who
sent letters and cards of sympathy after the
death of my husband, Howard Clark.
My family and I have greatly appreciated
your cards and letters.

Howard and Beverly Clark

I am including with this announcement a
photograph of Howard and me taken on Oct.
14, 2002, just a few hours before he died.

Beverly Clark / Gasquet, Calif.

Messages from Mrs. Clark and friends of Howard Clark
F
ollowing are comments THE JOURNAL received about Howard Clark after he
died, in 2002. Mrs. Clark sent us the
“Card of Thanks,” above on this page, and
noted the picture was taken nine hours before
her husband died.
__________
From Ken Westby:
’m sure you’ve heard the news of Howard’s
death, but thought you’d be interested in
these comments below. In 1959 he and I were
freshmen together and both of us worked on the
paint crew doing a lot of manual, grungy jobs.
We became good friends through our college
years and were confidants. In 1960 he and I
took a visiting and baptizing tour visiting quadriplegics in the Mississippi Valley following the
FOT in Big Sandy.
We were both sophomores at AC so this trip
while “okayed” was not official.

I

He used to loan me his Citroën so I could
take JoAn out—usually to watch the midnight
submarine races.
I didn’t have a lot of contact with him after I
left college. In the last number of years the few
conversations we had were warm, but I found
that his well-known cynicism had deepened.
He had a lot of pluck, a good heart, and invited
many of the arrows that were fired at him. It is
a pity his talents were never fully utilized. He
had a hard time working for others especially
when they were empty suits. The system didn’t
tolerate much independent thinking and no criticism—Howard was full of both.
JoAn didn’t like him mainly because he was
so hard on me during my last year of college.
He felt it was his job to beat me down and
shape me up. Since he knew me well he had a
lot of material to work with.

When JoAn and I married my family from
Seattle stayed with Howard and Beverly.
__________
From Albert Portune:
oward was the most genuine human being
I ever knew. I can still see him on one of
our hunting trips with Ted Armstrong, Les McCullough and me high up on a mountain trudging along under a load of gear he brought to
cook some of the most delicious food one can
imagine. I remember the day at the old Shakespere Club where we had services in the early
days when he “walked again.” He was a living
miracle, a treasured friend and brother and an
example of a real man and Christian.
__________
From David Antion:
have so many fond memories of him from
the “old” days. We went on some hunting

H
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trips together and I always liked his sharp wit
and insightful comments.
__________
From Beverly Clark:
ear Friends: Howard passed away Monday night, Oct. 14 [2002], at home. We
have always been thankful for your love,
prayers and concern for us.
Our daughter Kathy and her two daughters
were here at the time and will stay until the
service for him. All the other children will be
here with their families for the service Monday,
Oct. 21. It will be quiet with only family members present.
I am not having any pastor. The director said
we did not need to have one and I don’t feel
comfortable with any that I know.
God bless you all and keep you safe.

D

I had to choose which was more important: Jesus or my own way
Continued from page 14

Him in how He lived.
I see now that my relationship is
sustained through living under a state
of grace in exactly the same sense that
those who are not yet in Christ are living under a state of condemnation by
the law.
Paul understood the reality of living in a state of grace and warned
brethren not to disrespect their relationship with Christ by misconstruing
grace as a license to sin.
Yet I often feel like Paul as he described his struggle with his humanity
in Romans 7-8.
Paul had been converted by the
Holy Spirit years before, yet he still
struggled with his fleshy, carnal
nature. Paul lamented his continuing
struggle, yet rejoiced that it was Jesus
who would save him from death.
Paul tells us in Romans 8:1 that
“there is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Jesus Christ,
who do not walk according to the
flesh, but according to the Spirit.”
From there to here and forward
Under the grace of God the Church
of God is moving forward. We understand more maturely the strategic plan
of our Creator, as revealed in John
3:16-17: “For God so loved the world,”
etc. You know those verses by heart.
Contemplating God’s plan to redeem mankind, we understand that
our calling has a spiritual purpose
beyond ourselves that motivates us to
follow the example of our Savior.
Both for our spiritual growth and to
embrace our responsibility for caring
for our fellowman, we move forward
in spiritual maturity, developing and

expressing the fruits of God’s Spirit.
Not just me
I’ve talked about my life, but others
I know who have struggled with homosexual attraction have endured
much over the years. It is good to see
the Church of God moving forward—
away from just condemning—and offering encouragement and support for
brethren who are affected by this issue.
As I said before, the issue of homosexuality will not be going away. It can’t
go away because pain is driving it. It is
not simply about immorality. If it was, it
would be much easier to cope with.
God called me to the Church of

Christianity as the enemy.
The Church of God should not act
like an enemy to gays or anyone else.
We know what our responsibilities
are. We are to embrace them and take
on the mind-set of Christ as we relate
to all mankind by preaching the love,
hope and truth about God’s plan and
His commandments and laws—as we
teach people what sin is and also
show mercy.
I’ve had this thought over the years:
I love what I believe, but I despise the
misery.
Though most of that misery is in
my memory, I still carry its sting. Yet
others, especially young people, carry

story of Sodom’s judgment and the
Leviticus 20:13, Corinthians 6:9-11
and Romans 1 accounts don’t seem to
fit the circumstances of many people’s
lives and struggles with this issue.
In other words, the dots don’t seem
to connect between the scriptural accounts and the actual circumstances
that many strugglers have.
Humanly, it is distressing to hear
these scriptures read over and over
without any study or comment regarding the cultural context in which they
were inspired and written, or without
anything else said.
In the context of my life’s experience I was never a part of Sodom or

I’ve had this thought over the years: I love
what I believe, but I despise the misery.
God when I was 17. I’m now 63.
Although things are easier for me
now, there are young people in God’s
church with this issue who experience
the things that I remember going
through years ago.
I won’t pretend to fully understand
what God’s will is regarding a Christian’s struggle with homosexual temptation.
The traditional religious attitudes
held toward gays seem cruel to me.
Christianity shouldn’t be the enemy
I understand why there is so much
anger in the gay community. I understand why so many gays regard

the distress that I carried years ago.
The Church of God should care,
and not just condemn and leave them
on the ground bleeding.
As we know, there is much controversy in Christianity about how to
properly understand what the Bible
teaches about homosexuality.
Although homosexual acts are condemned, nothing is said in Scripture
about the long-term painful struggle
that one can endure coping with homosexual attraction.

Romans 1. Those scriptural accounts
have no connection to my personal
life’s struggle.
I have come to believe that the cultural contexts in which those scriptures were inspired are not the same as
the circumstances that I and many others have coped with.
I realize that the Church of God has
a responsibility before God to preach
and teach biblical principles. My
appeal isn’t to avoid reading Genesis
19, Romans 1 and 1 Corinthians 6.

Unconnected dots
When considered in their cultural
contexts, the infamous Genesis 19

Connecting with reality
I understand that those scriptures
are to be read for preaching and teach-

ing. My appeal is to connect the dots
when reading and teaching them to
the reality of the present situation for
those struggling with homosexual
attraction.
I have been in the Church of God
for most of my life. I want to please
God in how I live, just as most of us in
the Church want to do.
My struggle with homosexuality is
often a shadow of what it used to be,
and I have received encouragement
and support from brethren in my congregation. I’m thankful for that.
However, there are others I have
known in the Church of God who
have not felt the encouragement and
support that should be there for them.
Move forward, please
The issue of homosexuality in our
society is here to stay.
It can’t go away because pain
is driving it. It is not just a matter
of immorality. It is not just a character issue, as some people seem to
believe.
I hope that the United Church of
God and the other Church of God organizations will continue to move forward beyond just condemnation to
offer respect, encouragement and support for brethren who are affected by
the issue of homosexuality.
__________
For other views of sex and the
Bible written by Church of God
members see “We’ve Misunderstood
the Bible on Sex” by John Sash in
issue No. 140 of THE JOURNAL, dated
July 31, 2010, and “Writer of Article
on Sex Responds to Critics” by
Lonnie Hendrix in issue No. 157 of
THE JOURNAL, dated Dec. 31, 2013.
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Notes and quotes
Church governance
LINCOLN, England—James
McBride, editor of New Horizons
magazine published by the
Churches of God Outreach
Ministries, wrote THE JOURNAL
to announce the availability of
a church-governance article:
“In view of the continuing
interest and discussion among
the Sabbatarian churches regarding the structure of the church,”
Mr. McBride wrote, “I bring your
attention to the article ‘Church
Governance.’ It is available to
read or download at tinyurl.com/
churchgovt.”
Write Mr. McBride at
coguk@aol.com.
CFN seminars during
the Feast in Florida
CINCINNATI, Ohio—Common
Faith Network plans seminars at
its Feast site at Fort Walton
Beach, Fla., Oct. 16-24, 2016.
The seminars, listed here with
the names of their presenters, will
include:
The Art of Asking
Questions, David Freeman.
“There is a better way of defending the faith.”
Dealing With Evolution,
Chris Gregor. An exploration of
the relationship between science
and religion.
Raising the Robertses,
Jilli Roberts and family. Dannel
and Martha Roberts will lead a
discussion on how they honor
the Sabbath and holy days at

work, school and home.
Raising Healthy Families,
Ryan Berlin. Why do some kids
get sick and others don’t?
Maximized Living,
Ryan Berlin. What do healthy
people do?
Worship, Kelen Caswell.
Worship and modern-day idolatry
through the lens of a new book.
It’s Time for Intercession!,
Anika Sandy-Hanson. Passion,
authority and blessing go
with intercession. The seminar will
conclude with a prayer of
intercession.
The Gas Pedal of Faith,
Herbert Hanson. Without its gas
pedal a Ferrari LaFerrai is as
good as dead. The power of the
Holy Spirit works the same way.
The CFN planning team
includes Bill Jacobs, Jim O’Brien,
Guy Swenson and Ken Swiger.
Defending Christians
against ISIS
CAROL STREAM, Ill.—The
website of Christianity Today
magazine reported Sept. 16,
2016, that Hungary is the first
country to “officially defend
Christians persecuted by ISIS.”
“Somehow the idea of defending Christians has acquired a bad
taste in Europe, as if it means
excluding other people,” said
Eduard von Habsburg, Hungarian
ambassador to the Vatican.
The Hungarian initiative is
intended to show it doesn’t have
to be that way.

CEM hires new vice president

W

HITEHOUSE, Texas—Allie Dart, who with her husband, Ronald Dart, founded
Christian Educational Ministries (CEM)
in 1995, announced that their organization has hired a
vice president to help
Mrs. Dart with the
operation.
She and her husband, who died in January 2016, built a ministry that features the
successful radio broadcast Born to Win, several books and booklets
and numerous articles.

ter. Please watch the next Born to Win
newsletter for more details about this
fine young man and his family.
“He has enormous potential, and we
feel his gifts and talents are what we
need to thrust Born to
Win forward in the
right direction. Please
thank God for him and
pray for him.”

Goals to accomplish
Mr. Havir, who was
interviewed for the
position by Mrs. Dart
and three members of
the CEM board, told
THE JOURNAL he looks
Good news
HAVIR FAMILY—David Havir forward to working
III with his wife, Diana, and with Mrs. Dart.
Mrs. Dart made the daughter, Danae. [Photo by
“I anticipate this
announcement in a CEM Carol Bald]
new challenge and
newsletter dated Sept.
deeply appreciate the opportunity to
20, 2016.
“There is more good news,” wrote make a positive impact in CEM,” Mr.
Mrs. Dart. “After much praying and Havir said.
Mr. Havir mentioned some of the
searching, God has provided the
young man we’ve been looking for goals of CEM:
“I will continually pray that I can be
to fill the vice-presidential position
for ministerial services and orga- an instrument for accomplishing the
following goals: increasing listenership
nization.”
The letter announced that David of the Born to Win broadcast [which
Havir III, 35, of Lindale, Texas, will will continue carrying reruns of Mr.
Dart’s programs], enhancing the Youth
fill that responsibility.
“We have brought Mr. David Havir Summer Camp, reestablishing the
III on board,” she said. “He’s a very Feast program, growing our mailing
capable, humble man who grew up in list and helping the people who become
the church with his dad being a minis- associated with CEM.”
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Take a test concerning binding and loosing
Continued from page 3

inspired the pope and cardinals to proclaim the change.
c. Christians need to compare the
proclamation back to the Bible to see
if Scripture supports the proclamation
from men with religious titles.
Déjà vu
2. Two decades ago the leaders of
the Worldwide Church of God changed
its doctrine about the Sabbath.
a. God really didn’t want the change,
but He was stuck with it and had to
bind it.
b. God wanted the change and
inspired the pastor general and advisers to proclaim the change.
c. Christians need to compare the
proclamation back to the Bible to see
if Scripture supports the proclamation
from men with religious titles.

Bound in heaven
This little test crystallizes some obvious conclusions:
God is not trapped by the statements of men.
God does not inspire every
proclamation of apparent leaders.
God expects saints to prove
which proclamations are from Him.
Following a proclamation that is
bound or loosed only by men is
not the same as following a
proclamation that is bound or
loosed by God.
The King James translation does not help to make
Matthew 16:19 as clear as it
could be. Notice some
clearer versions.
The Amplified Version
of the Bible quotes Matthew 16:19 this way: “. . .
Whatever you bind—that
is, declare to be improper
and unlawful—on earth
must be already bound in
heaven; and whatever
you loose on earth—declare lawful—must be what is already
loosed in heaven.”
The Williams translation of the
Bible quotes Matthew 16:19 this way:
“. . . Whatever you forbid on earth
must be what is already forbidden in
heaven, and whatever you permit on
earth must be what is already permitted in heaven.”

their view of the existence of one special leader.
They claim James was the chief
apostle.
There are two problems with this
theory.
First, the New Testament model
does not conclusively show that
James was a one-man ruler. Peter and
Paul had major roles (Galatians 2:78). James, Peter and John were
listed as pillars (verse 9).
Second, Jesus Christ is
our Apostle (Hebrews 3:1).
Some people use Acts 15 to
support their view of a special
group of leaders. They
claim a chosen group of
leaders has the authority
to make binding decisions
for saints.
There are two problems with
this theory.
First, Acts 15 was an example of servants acknowledging
God’s will. Misapplications of
Acts 15 are often about rulers
justifying themselves in determining and enforcing man-made
policies.
Second, Acts 15 was about God
giving blessings to gentiles in general
(Galatians 3:14), liberty for saints
(Galatians 5:1) and unity among the
Body of Christ (Ephesians 2:19-22).
Misapplications of Acts 15 are often
about men using policies and procedures to divide saints and control their
perceived portion of the flock.
Can you see the tragic irony?

Contradicting variations
3. Throughout the years the leaders
of the Worldwide Church of God
occasionally changed the administration of its teaching on “divorce and
remarriage.”
Oftentimes a new policy contradicted an old policy.
a. God really didn’t want each of
those changes, but He was stuck with
each variation and had to bind each
variation as it occurred.
b. God wanted each of those
changes (no matter how contradictory) and inspired the pastor general and What about Acts 15?
advisers to implement each of the
Some people claim that Acts 15—
variations.
the account of the Jerusalem conferc. Christians need to
compare each proclamation back to the Bible
Misapplications of Acts 15 are
to see if Scripture supports each proclamation
often about rulers justifying
from men with religious
themselves in determining and
titles.

Sometimes it’s difficult
Among the Churches of
God are many intelligent
and sincere saints who still
become mesmerized by
people with religious titles.
enforcing
man-made
policies.
Without realizing it,
Flip-flopping
many saints put a man or a
4. Historically the leadgroup of men into the role
ers of the Worldwide Church of God ence about circumcision—proves that of the Old Testament Levitical priestflip-flopped its doctrine about a apparent leaders make the decisions hood.
of binding and loosing for the people
woman’s use of cosmetics.
Without realizing it, many saints
a. God wasn’t really interested in of God.
put a man or a group of men into the
Is that really what it says?
flip-flopping this doctrine, but He was
role of the vicar of Christ (as practiced
It is important to realize the deci- by the Roman Catholic Church).
stuck with each change and had to
sion in Acts 15 was not made by physbind each change as it occurred.
Without realizing it, many saints
b. God wanted each flip-flop of this ical people.
put a man or a group of men into an
It is also important to realize this exaggerated role of binding and loosdoctrine and inspired the pastor general and advisers to implement each decision was not a spur-of-the-mo- ing on earth.
ment decision by God. When God
flip-flop.
c. Christians need to compare each made a promise to Abraham, He fully Pray for our friends
proclamation back to the Bible to see intended to open the door of salvation
Sometimes it’s difficult to help our
if Scripture supports each flip-flop to the gentiles. God had a timetable.
friends who hold to these concepts,
from men with religious titles.
Some people use Acts 15 to support but at least we can pray for them.
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