
By Dixon Cartwright

Muhammad Ali, the heavy-
weight boxing champion
who died June 3, 2016, at

age 74, crossed paths, sort of, in an
unusual way with a man who’s now
a Church of God pastor.

Both Mr. Ali and Steven Andrews
were conscientious objectors during
the Vietnam War. After a
brief trial before “Hanging
Judge” Luther Bohannon in
Oklahoma City on a charge
of refusing induction into
the armed forces, Mr. An-
drews went to prison.

The sentence: five years.
Mr. Andrews said he didn’t
help matters when he lec-
tured the woman in charge of
his draft board about clean
and unclean meats.

She told young Mr. An-
drews, only 23 at the time: “I’m
going to keep eating Spam no matter
what somebody like you tells me.”

He went first to a county jail, then
to the federal prison in El Reno, Okla.

Although Mr. Andrews expected
to be incarcerated for five years, cir-
cumstances came together to spring
him from El Reno after only two
months.

The immediate circumstance that
led to his release involved Mr. Ali.

Like Mr. Andrews, Mr. Ali had
refused to take the induction oath.
He, like Mr. Andrews, was convict-

ed and sentenced to five years.
Mr. Ali’s reason for refusing the

draft, he said at the time, was his
conversion to Islam and that “I ain’t
got no quarrel with them Viet Cong.”

However, he said later in life that,
if the Vietnam War had been “about
blacks” he would have gone to war
“in a minute.”

Whatever his precise reasons, his
case wound up in the U.S. Supreme
Court four years later, and the high
court voted in 1971 to reverse his
conviction.

With Mr. Ali's conviction vacat-
ed, hundreds of men serving time for
draft evasion in American prisons
found themselves suddenly free,
including Mr. Andrews.

“I was the first one out after they
released Muhammad Ali,” he said.

See issue No. 160 of THE JOURNAL
for the rest of the amazing Andrews-
Ali story.

By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—An online
announcement directed at po-
tential attendees of the big re-

union of former Ambassador College
students planned for Las Vegas, Nev.,
in 2017 emphasizes that the gathering
will be “nonreligious.”

“Some have asked if the upcoming
reunion will have religious overtones,”
the announcement begins. “The answer
is no. This is a reunion of friends.”

Does that mean friends can’t dis-
cuss religion and still be friends?

“Certainly any topic, including reli-
gion, can be freely discussed in pri-
vate conversations as we all catch up
with friends we have not seen for
years or even decades. But please
consider the following suggestion.”

The suggestion was presented as a
“rule of thumb”:

“Unless you are confident that the
person with whom you are speaking
shares your opinion, you should as-
sume that they do not, and approach
the topic accordingly.

“Yes, indeed, any subject can be
discussed, but just do not take for
granted that everyone shares your per-
spective.”

The announcement page notes that
at the “mini-reunion in Las Vegas in
2013” there was a “mix” of former
students who were still part of some
Church of God group, mainstream
Christians, agnostics and nonreligious.

Yet “we all have a wonderful time
and religion was not at all an issue of
contention.

“Even the current reunion committee
is made up of a mix of religious and
nonreligious. We ask that no one use the

reunion or our website as a forum for
their doctrines and beliefs, or lack of
them. Just come and have a good time.”

The announcement further noted
that reunion attendees who want to go
to church during the reunion weekend
may click the “Local Church Info” tab
on the home page.

“It contains contact info, addresses
and services times for many of the
local WCG-related churches (i.e.,
GCI and many of the COGs),” as well
as a few other churches.

See acpasadenareunion.com (in-
cludes Bricket Wood) and ambas-
sadorbigsandyalumni.com.
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Committee says 2017 Ambassador College reunion in
Las Vegas will be nonreligious. What does that mean?

Missouri Living Church of
God minister dies tragically

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—A member of the Living
Church of God was among the passengers who
perished in the crash of an EgyptAir plane that

plunged into the Mediterranean on May 19, 2016.
Monique Dalle, a member of the LCG’s Paris,

France, congregation, was on her way to visit her
daughter Esther in Cairo, Egypt, when the plane, flying
at 37,000 feet, disappeared with 56 passengers and
several crew members and air marshals aboard.

Mrs. Dalle was married to Jean-Jacques Dalle.
Besides her husband and daughter, Mrs. Dalle is

survived by a son, Nathan.
Debris from the crash was eventually found. As of

this writing a search was still underway for the sub-
merged flight recorders.

Speculation on the cause of the crash has ranged
from terrorism to pilot error to an accidental explosion.

LCG member passenger
on crashed Egyptian jet

MILFORD, Ohio—In a letter to elders and
other United Church of God members, out-
going council chairman Robin Webber an-

nounced his replacement.
Taking over as the new chairman was Don Ward of

Big Sandy, Texas.
“I have served two consecutive terms in this posi-

tion,” wrote Mr. Webber. “It’s my prayer and hope that
you will support our new chairman, Dr. Ward, as much
as you have shared yourselves and hearts with me.”

Dr. Ward began attending Ambassador College, Big
Sandy, as a freshman in 1969. He earned a B.A. in the-
ology from AC and a doctor-of-education degree at
East Texas State University.

Dr. Ward was the next-to-last president of Ambassa-
dor, serving from 1990 through 1995.

For more about the UCG, see ucg.org.

Don Ward new chairman
of UCG elders’ council

Muhammad Ali has few degrees
of separation from COG people

THE BEYERSDORFERS IN 1999—Karl and Gaylon Beyersdorfer of Joplin, Mo.,
shown here with Linda Cartwright (left) of Big Sandy, Texas, attend a planning meeting of
Alfred Harrell’s Christian Leadership Academy of Hot Springs, Ark., in March 1999. The meet-
ing convened in the building owned by the independent Tulsa Church of God, pastored at
the time by Lawrence Gregory. Several Church of God groups were represented at the meet-
ing. Mr. Beyersdorfer was an elder of the Living Church of God congregation in Joplin until
his death on May 27, 2016. See the article at left. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

THE JOURNAL is listing con-
tact information, locations
and dates of Feast of Taber-

nacles observances for 2016 in
several issues this year.

If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.

Many observances this year
will fall from Oct. 16 through Oct.
24. The Feast is eight full days,
counting the last day, but falls on
nine days or partial days on the
Gregorian calendar.

See page 4 of this issue for the
second 2016 listing.

By Dixon Cartwright

Apopular elder and former pas-
tor of the Living Church of
God, Karl Beyersdorfer, 73,

took his own life May 27, 2016, at his
home in Joplin, Mo.

Roderick Meredith of Charlotte,
N.C., presiding evangelist of the
LCG, said many people in Missouri
knew that Mr. Beyersdorfer “had had
quite a number of serious physical ail-
ments, leading to deep depression at
times” and “about two years ago . . .
asked that Mr. Gene Hilgenberg carry
on and he would just assist him as best
he could.”

Elder for 49 years
Mr. Beyersdorfer was born in Chi-

cago, Ill., in 1943.
He was an ordained minister for 49

years in the Worldwide Church of
God and, in later years, in the Living
Church of God.

He had served congregations in
Minnesota, Iowa, Louisiana, Ohio
and Missouri.

Karl Beyersdorfer married Gaylon
Smith on June 5, 1966, at Big Sandy,
Texas. She survives.

Survivors also include four chil-
dren, Kurt Beyersdorfer, Christi Ra-
mos, Robert Smith and Kraig Beyers-
dorfer; five grandchildren; and four
sisters.

Dr. Meredith said the Joplin minis-
ter was under medical treatment and
had fallen into “deep depression.”

“We feel that Mr. Beyersdorfer will
eventually be resurrected and be hon-

ored for what he did do in the decades
of faithful service to God’s people
when his physical and mental condi-
tion was normal,” Dr. Meredith wrote.

“But we certainly need to pray for
Mrs. Beyersdorfer and her whole
family in this situation. And she has
let me know that she has no problem
with me telling you about the nature
of his death.”

In 1999 this writer for THE JOURNAL
spoke with Mr. Beyersdorfer in per-
son and by phone.

He and his wife attended an inde-
pendent Church of God conference at
the Tulsa Church of God that year, an
event sponsored by Alfred Harrell of
Hot Springs, Ark., and Dr. Harrell’s
Christian Leadership Academy.

Got away with
Mr. Beyersdorfer told this writer

that he “got away with” practicing a
more-open form of Church of God
Christianity than that extant in some
groups, even including the Living
Church of God.

When asked how he was able to
accomplish that, Mr. Beyersdorfer
said he guessed Dr. Meredith “just
liked” him.

See the photo on this page of Mr.
and Mrs. Beyersdorfer with a friend at
that 1999 church-related conference.

Contributions in memory of Mr.
Beyersdorfer may be made to the
Joplin Church Fund, Clark Funeral
Home, P.O. Box 66, Neosho, Mo.
64850, U.S.A. Post online condo-
lences at clarkfuneralhomes.com.

CORRECTION
THE JOURNAL last issue published inaccurate information in its
lead article, “Church of God Member Presented With Serbian
City’s ‘October Award’ for Book on Hungarian Massacre.” The
main inaccuracy: Sasha Veljic was nominated for the award but
has not received it. Please see Mr. Veljic’s letter on page 2 of
this issue for the rest of the story.

Steve Andrews Muhammad Ali

Left photo by Dixon Cartwright and, right, public domain 

See the listing
of 226 Feast

sites on page 4
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‘October Award’ correction

[Regarding “Church of God Mem-
ber Presented With Serbian

City’s ‘October Award’ for Book on
Hungarian Massacre,” issue No. 183,
dated April 30, 2016:]

The October Award for 2016 hasn’t
been awarded yet. Right now the
nomination process is under way so
that committee is only receiving the
nominations. Therefore, there was no
statement from that committee.

The statement THE JOURNAL pub-
lished and ascribed to the committee
is actually the statement of the jour-
nalist who nominated me. In that state-
ment he explained the reasons for
nominating me.

I didn’t send you the entire state-
ment related to my nomination, but
that statement itself will most likely
be a good enough reason that I don’t
get the award: because the man who
nominated me has in fact told off all
those political parties who usually
award their protégés rather than true
citizens of merit.

Considering that I am not a mem-
ber of any political party, whose rep-
resentatives make up that committee
for selecting the person to be awarded,
and considering the fact that none of
those parties will be happy about my
nomination, it is highly unlikely that I
will be awarded.

However, that statement of the lo-
cal journalist who nominated me
[which THE JOURNAL published in is-
sue 183] was truly newsworthy.

I am so sorry that I didn’t clearly
explain what happened. On the other
hand, I am grateful for your friendly
support that has always been there.
The article about my book two years
ago was phenomenal.

Aleksandar “Sasha” Veljic
Uzice, Serbia

New things about Bobby
It’s always great to see your latest

JOURNAL in the mail! Your front-page
article about Bobby Fischer being tor-
tured in the Pasadena jail was interest-
ing and I learned some new things
[“Was Bobby Really Tortured in the
Pasadena Jailhouse?” in issue No.
182, dated March 31, 2016].

We actually have a couple copies of
the booklet, one autographed by Bob-
by. Just need to find them in Harry’s
vast collection of books.

At the time no one knew Bobby
was in jail until he was able to use a
“cell” phone days later. It was a very
traumatic time for Bobby and he con-
tinued to talk about it years later.

Harry completed writing a book
about his 36 years as Bobby’s friend
shortly before he passed. [Mr. Sneider
died in 2014.] He told me the photos
he wanted with each of the 38 chap-
ters while in the hospital. I’m current-
ly searching for some photos of the
campus in the ’70s and early ’80s
when Bobby trained there with Harry.

Thanks for keeping us all connect-
ed and informed!

Sarah Sneider
Arcadia, Calif.

The plight of P.F. Lazor
I read with interest the article “A

Prisoner Needs Your Help” by P.F.
“Free” Lazor in CONNECTIONS, on page
9 of the April 30, 2016, issue of THE
JOURNAL.

I’ve known Free over the hard-
copy mail channels since December
2012 and have otherwise been in con-
tact with him over the phone.

The personality description he pro-
vides of himself is certainly correct.
He is mild-mannered, cerebral and
enormously creative, having written
thousands of songs and designed nu-
merous inventions.

His prolonged incarceration has not
only deprived him of the greater part
of his life, but has deprived society of
the contributions he long ago would
have made.

The guards have not only conspired
with the parole board as described in
his article, but have raided his cell on
numerous occasions and confiscated
and shredded his intellectual property.

Destroyed were documents con-
taining the lyrics, music and concep-
tualizations of new products derived
from the unique creativity of this one
man, P.F. “Free” Lazor. These papers
are not reproducible, and their content
is permanently lost.

He has suffered traumatic brain in-
jury that has impaired his vision. He has
been forced to endure, as cellmates,
psychotically violent prisoners who had
been thrust into the same cell in reprisal
for seeking legal remedies or simply ap-
pearing before the parole board.

The very violence Free had to suf-
fer from these maniacal prisonmates
was used as evidence of violent be-
havior on the part of Free himself,
leading to falsely contrived rule-viola-
tion reports that have since been used
against him.

Those who would like to know
more about this remarkable man are
encouraged to visit his Facebook pro-
file at facebook.com/Free.Lazor.

Also, scroll down his timeline and
course through his “Song Snippets”
album. Click on the image “Every
Song I Sing” and continue from there.

He’ll be glad to hear from you. His
current address is Free Lazor C-
73842; P.O. Box 1050 D7-106; Sole-
dad, Calif. 93960; U.S.A.

Don Sena
Phoenix, Ariz.

Fancy restaurants on the Sabbath
Regarding Reginald Killingley’s

statement that the old WCG “leader-
ship was sincere” [Mr. Killingley’s
letter is on page 2 of issue No. 183], I
have to disagree.

Herbert W. Armstrong and Loma,
as well as the rest of the ministry,
knew they were getting the cream-of-
the-crop lifestyles, and they knew
who was paying for it out of pocket.
Otherwise how could they eat at fancy
restaurants, renovate their homes and
apartments with third-tithe money,

buy jet planes, etc., then send out to
coworkers letters telling folks to go to
the bank and borrow money so “the
work” could survive?

Let’s not kid ourselves. The Arm-
strong ministry was created for HWA,
not God. HWA was reproducing a
ministry that followed him, not Jesus
Christ.

They are still out there like little sys-
tems of Armstrongism offspring, de-
stroying the lives of those gullible
enough to continue using his dogma
for their foundation, instead of preach-
ing Christ, as the New Testament
church did (Acts 5:42).

By the way, Dixon looks so young
in that front-page photo [issue 183]!

Myra McQueen
Odessa, Texas

Mr. Killingley reacts to Ms. Mc-
Queen’s letter: “It was Keith Slough
who used the wording ‘the church
leadership was sincere’[in Mr. Slough’s
essay ‘Jesus Is the Forgotten Man in
Our Old-Worldwide Theology’ in is-
sue No. 182], not I. Myra must have
mixed up our names. I merely wrote to

congratulate Keith for his
emphasis on Jesus.”

What did Jesus say?
I read the article by

Keith Slough [“Jesus
Is the Forgotten Man
in Our Old-World-

wide Theology,” in is-
sue No. 182] and found

the emphasis he made
about the crucifixion of
Christ to be quite true.

Some in the church
have said that we no long-
er need to concentrate on
Christ’s death, yet we par-

take of the Passover every year. I
thought that this would help people to
realize that Christ has got to come
first.

However, there is a growing hatred
against people that is rising in the
church. In this respect Keith is right:
You can’t believe that Christ died for
the world and hate your enemy, not to
say anything about hating those who
are actually your neighbor.

I would like to see more articles
on what Christ said he came to do.
Help us to refocus on being a Chris-
tian and to be able to distinguish
between what men are saying and
what God is saying.

Richard Davis
Via the Internet

Don’t be a fool
“Sin is the transgression of the law

of God, which is spiritual, perfect,
holy, just and good. God’s law is
based upon the two great principles of
love toward God and love toward
neighbor.

“The Ten Commandments expound
these foundational principles of God’s
law of love. Breaking any part of
God’s law brings upon a person the
penalty of death.

“Those who love God and seek
eternal life will strive to keep God’s
commandments. Obedience to God’s
law produces happiness and peace of
mind. Disobedience to Gods law pro-
duces misery and strife and ultimately
eternal death.”

The above, based on the statement
of beliefs from the Church of God a
Worldwide Association, or Cogwa, is
not sufficient. The problem is that hu-
manity is not only not capable of
obeying the Ten Commandments, but
obedience to the Commandments is
not enough.

This belief leaves the problem of
undone kindness, grace, love: omis-
sions towards God and our neighbors.

Therefore the new commandment,
John 13:34: “A new commandment I
give to you, that you love one another;
even as I have loved you, that you also
love one another.”

Do not be the zealot fool and think
that the Kingdom of God is the goal.
The true goal is the race for the trans-
formation into a Jesus likeness in
works, thoughts, feelings; our mar-
riage to Jesus into a oneness with Him
and the Father.

Merle Smith
Via the Internet

The King James virgin?
With reference to Noel Rude’s arti-

cle [“Can the Virgin Birth Be the
Mother of All Heresies?”] in issue 181
[dated Feb. 29, 2016]:

In Isaiah 7:14, in the Masoretic
text, the Hebrew refers to a “young
woman,” not specifically a virgin.
However, as these texts have all been
preserved by copying over the cen-
turies, considering the Jewish leader-
ship’s rejection of Christ it is quite
possible that the word was adjusted in
the copying to fit their theology.

A sure way of proving this is to
look at the Septuagint, which was
translated from the Hebrew hundreds
of year before Jesus’ birth. Noel chal-
lenges this proof by quoting a claim
that in this Greek translation par-
thenos does not always mean virgin:

“And the Greek parthenos need not
mean ‘virgin,’ not, at least, in the bib-
lical texts, as argued by Charles D.
Isbell . . . The Septuagint twice calls
Dinah a parthenos (Genesis 34:3), this
after she had been defiled by Hamor.”

However, from my reading of Gen-
esis 34, and checking in the Sep-
tuagint (available online), verse 3 is
the only place Dinah is referred to as
parthenon.

Subsequently she is referred to as a
paida: child or young woman (a
teenager).

Charles Isbell takes verse 3 as sub-
sequent to the event in verse 2, but I
take it to be referring to one and the
same incident (punctuation here is a
translation thing; the full stop need not
be at the end of verse 2).

It is telling us that Shechem did not
rape Dinah when taking her virginity.
Parthenon in Greek does specifically
mean virgin. Jesus challenged the sec-
ular Sadducees by asking how the
Messiah could be David’s son (Luke
20:41-44) right after they had tried to
make a fool of him over the resurrec-
tion of the dead.

The virgin birth and the resurrec-
tion of the dead are matters of faith
and “faith comes by hearing, and
hearing by the Word of God.”

Humanly they can seem nonsense.
There are many natural things that
seem normal but are total mysteries, as
Solomon wrote in Ecclesiastes 11:5.

As we learn more about life we

know much about what happens, but
are still at a loss as to the basics of
how. Natural human birth is a miracle
from creation.

Michael Evans
New South Wales, Australia

Doctrines for the long haul
A member who is an elder sent me

a report on his submissions to the
church board of his particular associa-
tion addressing questions still unre-
solved in our teachings.

I copy my observation to him,
which has been my observation for
decades. It is sad that little to nothing
has changed.

If the preservation of the truth were
the exclusive domain of the ministry,
then what happened under the WCG
would never have happened. God
didn’t assign the task of being “pillar
and ground of the truth” to the gener-
al membership for nothing.

My reply to this person was as fol-
lows:

“It really concerns me that there is
no real interest in refining our teach-
ings. They are treated as more of a dis-

traction. My thinking is that the peo-
ple of God would be passionate about
addressing any question and refuting
anything needing refutation as quickly
as possible so that doubts wouldn’t
take too deep root.

“With all of the ministers around,
why aren’t these being assigned to
interested parties? Isn’t that their job?
Why not run certain issues by scholar-
ly type members as well, simultane-
ously? Are only the ministers en-
dowed with spiritual discernment? If
that were the case, then they’d be on
this stuff in a heartbeat.

“I’m getting the picture that it’s too
much trouble to meet the needs of
those using their senses of discern-
ment as they should be doing (He-
brews 5:14, etc.).

“We see the former pattern of disin-
terest and suppression of God’s gifts as
an ongoing approach. The people (even
at the “top”) are sleepy. The truths of
God are not their real passion. This
doesn’t bode well over the long haul.”

This is not to say every harebrained
theory warrants a lot of time, but the
longer things go unaddressed the
more widespread the doubts.

Rich Traver
Clifton, Colo.
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‘This is not to say every harebrained theory
warrants a lot of time, but the longer things go
unaddressed the more widespread the doubts.’
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dress listed in the box at the top of this
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E-mail info@thejournal.org or leave a
voice message at 1-866-949-7294 to
report your address change.
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The writer is pastor of the Churches
of God International congregations in
Jamaica.

By Ian Boyne

KINGSTON, Jamaica—Three
hundred forty-four persons at-
tended Church of God, Interna-

tional (CGI) services in Kingston for
the first day of Unleavened Bread, April
23, 2016, witnessing the ordination of
four deacons for four congregations.

The spirit and tempo were high as
Norris Richards,
Henry Small ,
Winston Sam-
uels and Stephen
Scale  of  t h e
May Pen,  Ocho
Rios,  Maroon
Town and Kings-
ton congrega-
tions were or-
dained into the
diaconate by me.

I stressed that
service to the
brethren, not status, was what this was
about, and that these men, as the Bible
advises, had already been tested as
servants of the people.

Testimonies of delight
The church in Jamaica continues to

grow, and the zeal of the brethren to
preach the true gospel and grow in the

faith is not flagging.
On the Sunday (April 17) before

Passover, two precious souls were
added to the Kingston congregation.
They gave moving testimonies at their
baptism, after a praise-and-worship
session, of their delight to finally find
God’s true church.

A number of their friends turned up
for the baptisms and a special day of
celebratory activities beginning with a
formal breakfast at a hotel.

They joined their other brethren on
the first day of Unleavened Bread to
hear my sermon, “The Letters to the
Seven Churches of Revelation.”

Falling down in love
I emphasized in my discourse that

the church at Ephesus had not lost its
first love in terms of zeal, but its mem-
bers had lost “the love they had at first.”

I pointed out that the church was
doctrinally pure, zealous, steadfast,
but the Ephesians had fallen down in
love, putting them in jeopardy of los-
ing their “lampstand.”

“You can be a church of doctrinal
purity, standing up for the faith once
delivered like us, and testing and
proving who are false apostles like
us,” I said, “but if we don’t have love
we are lacking in a critical area and
will be judged by Christ.”

I turned to John 13, John 17 and 1

John 3 to stress the importance of
love. It is not enough to just keep the
Sabbath and feast days and to pay
tithes or focus on doctrinal distinc-
tives. “We must have love, brethren,”
I emphasized.

Discerning the Body
The sermon was highly appreciated

and followed another highly appreci-
ated message given by Canadian min-
ister Adrian Davis, who had spoken
the previous Sabbath on “Discerning
the Lord’s Body.”

In the afternoon services deacon
Stephen Scale spoke about the impor-
tance of staying connected: to God,
the church and one another.

The church started the holy-day
season on a high, determined to keep
the enthusiasm throughout the liturgi-
cal year.

CG7 friends
We were especially delighted that

this year, aided by our work, one
Church of God 7th Day group with
four congregations began keeping the
Days of Unleavened Bread for the
very first time, joining a similar group
that started last year as well to keep
the feast days after presentations I
made to them.

God’s truth is marching on in
Jamaica.

Columns and commentary

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—On the
evening of Saturday, March 19,
2005, my wife was watching

the Heartland television program on
Fox News. Curtis Freeman (of Duke
Divinity School) was a guest com-
mentator who pointed out three char-
acteristics that can contribute to an
unhealthy church environment.

Since my wife taped the show for
me, I was able to see the three charac-
teristics after I arrived home from a
business trip. Here is how I would par-
aphrase Dr. Freeman’s points:

Exclusivism and isolation.
Authoritarian church govern-

ment that does not allow dissent.
Dogmatic interpretation about

end-time prophecies.
I agree that these three approaches

are unhealthy. I base my conclusion on
my experience with two Church of
God organizations that had elements of
those three unhealthy characteristics.

Someone could ask: Are there any
remnants of those
unhealthy character-
istics in the congre-
gation you presently
pastor?

You know, I had
that same question.

Board meeting and
sermon

A few days later, on Monday,
March 21, 2005, we had our monthly
board meeting. At the end of each
board meeting we have a segment
called the “pastor’s report.” During
that segment we discuss administrative
details as well as philosophical ideas.

At that particular board meeting I
showed the video of Dr. Freeman’s
comments to the board.

I had three reasons.
I wanted the board members to

see his evaluation.
I wanted to state my opinion that

our congregation had begun eradicat-
ing those approaches when we formed
in 1995.

When I say that I believe that our
congregation had begun eradicating
those approaches when we formed in

1995, I cannot dogmatically say that
each member of the congregation has
eradicated every speck of ideological
errors from his mind.

I wanted the board’s ongoing
help in eradicating any lingering hang-
over from those faulty approaches.
(For the record, we don’t seek to kick
out people with these
faulty ideas. Rather, we
want them to stay
around so that we can
help them grow.)

Therefore I gave a
sermon on Saturday,
March 26, 2005, titled
“Three Principles of
Spiritual Health.”

At the beginning of
the sermon I mentioned
the three unhealthy characteristics.
Then I told the congregation that we
would look at the opposite of the un-
healthy characteristics, and we would
look at them in reverse order.

Purpose of prophecy
I listed an unhealthy characteristic

as “dogmatic interpretations about
end-time prophecies,” and my first

point was: Do you understand the pur-
pose of prophecy?

I asked the audience the following
questions:

Are you easily swayed by dog-
matic interpretations (opinions)?

Are you preoccupied with listen-
ing to dogmatic opinions?

Are you preoccupied with pro-
claiming dogmatic opinions?

Personally, I don’t mind hearing
people who say they are giving their
personal interpretations of prophecy.
They are being honest.

What drives me crazy are the
dozens of church leaders who dogmat-
ically give hundreds of interpretations
that have proved to be wrong, then get
belligerent with people who don’t
want to hear their nonsense anymore.

How weird is that?
I read two sections of Scripture

from the law of God to help the con-
gregation not to be seduced by dog-
matic interpretations about end-time
prophecies.

First I asked the question: What if
the interpretations and proclamations

do not come true?
I read Deuteronomy

18:20, 22, which shows
that proclaimers of wrong
interpretations were
killed in the Old Tes-
tament.

Can you imagine
how many church lead-
ers would be wiped out
if we followed those
scriptures?

While I don’t recommend that you
kill these dogmatic pontificators, I do
recommend that you avoid listening to
their prophetic inanities.

Second, I asked the question: What
if the interpretations and proclama-
tions do indeed come true?

I read Deuteronomy 13:1-5, which
shows that dreams, signs or wonders
coming to pass do not mean that a per-

son should fol-
low the success-
ful proclaimer.

If you want
some New Tes-
tament support
for this valuable
Old Testament
concept, consid-
er reading Mat-

thew 24:24 and Revelation 13:13-14.
The bottom line is this: Just because

a proclamation comes true, so what?
In other words: Does the successful

proclamation take a person closer to
God, or toward other gods? Just be-
cause a proclamation comes true does
not guarantee that the proclaimer is
speaking for God.

Then what is the purpose of proph-
ecy? People who desire to study
prophecy love to read the Olivet proph-
ecy of Matthew 24. But do you remem-
ber that the Olivet prophecy doesn’t
end at the conclusion of Matthew 24?
It continues into Matthew 25.

Are you watching for the Groom?
Do you have oil in your lamps?

Here are 3 principles of spiritual health

Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities.

By Kathleen McCann

MILTON KEYNES, En-
gland—In 2013 I pub-
lished a book called Com-

fort My People, Saith your God,
which I am following up with a
series of excerpts and points of inter-
est from the book.

Comfort is a soothing balm to the
afflicted hu-
man spirit, giv-
en within safe
boundar ies .
While comfort
doesn’t solve a
problem, it gives
a sense of well-
being with safe-
ty, belonging
and accept-
ance, and hence
the energy to
find solutions.

This 11th excerpt is on natural
affection.

Spontaneous affection
Natural affection is simply a spon-

taneous relationship between people
that is characterized by comfort, car-
ing and contentment. When people
are content they are more available to
relate to others in this way than when
they are preoccupied with many cares
or personal grief and hurt.

Likewise, a group that is pre-
o c c u p i e d
with cares or
having to be
right in some
way will be
too uneasy to
give and re-
ceive affection.

Babies grow accustomed
In her famous book Why Love

Matters, Sue Gerhardt makes the
point that people becoming affec-
tionate depends greatly on the inter-
action with the mother in the early
years of infancy.

“But first the norm has to be
established, and this is a social
process,” she writes. “A baby
doesn’t do this by himself, but co-
ordinates his systems with those of
the people around him . . .”

Love helps the brain
Clearly, “love matters” because it

develops the brain and because the
ability to love is transmitted be-
tween people.

In recent years we in Western

countries have compromised mar-
riage and subsequently the family,
sometimes systematically and some-
times by neglect.

So long as we persist in compro-
mising marriage and family, we con-
tinually have to seek happiness in
other ways, such as relationships
outside of marriage, or material
things like careers, money, goods,
pursuits and causes.

These material things are not
wrong in themselves, but they do not
properly substitute for family rela-
tionships.

People compensate
Happiness has to do with the ma-

turity that stems from human devel-
opment, The mature individual be-
comes content in himself.

When life is plagued by the lack
of comfort and those fundamental
needs are missing, people work hard
to manipulate their world and other
people into providing them.

People who grow up from infan-
cy and childhood without affection
tend to spend the rest of their lives
searching for something, not always
quite sure what.

Problems worsen
Unfortunately in the Christian era

of the last 2,000 years the human
race has struggled with underlying
problems around religion, domi-
nance, warfare, poverty, sickness,
disease and death.

Since the First World War the
problems have become more acute.
All of these characteristics of man-
kind’s dealings impact on the inno-

cence of family
life, making rela-
tionships between
h u s b a n d s  a n d
wives difficult and
causing the family
in many cases to

languish as a barren soil where chil-
dren cannot thrive.

We’ve come undone
The evidence suggests that in

modern times family has steadily
unraveled, leaving a dreadful legacy
of distress and inability for other-
wise perfectly normal people to in-
terrelate with each other.

We have sought convenience and
efficiency at the expense of our
emotional welfare.

According to Malachi 4:6: “. . . He
[the prophet Elijah] will turn the
hearts of the fathers to the children,
and the hearts of the children to their
fathers, lest I come and strike the earth
with a curse,” or utter destruction.

Appalling though wars and natural
disasters are, the human race can

Natural affection helps the brain
Ian Boyne

Kathleen McCann

CGI ordains deacons in Jamaica during UB

See NATURAL AFFECTION, page 16
See ARE DOCTRINAL, page 16

People who lack affection
search for something.

A cheerful

heart is good

medicine

Three characteristics of an
unhealthy church are exclusivism,
authoritarianism and dogmatism.
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The Journal lists 226 Feast sites for 2016
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Gulf Shores: Oct. 15-23,

Ussery-Warren Feast site, Lighthouse
Condominiums, John Warren, (903)
636-4470, Dot Ussery, (903) 636-4364,
usserydj@aol.com. Orange Beach:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Arizona—Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Prescott: Church
of God Big Sandy, http://churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, Dennis Benson, (928)
899-1337.

Arkansas—Hot Springs: Church of
God Fellowship, http://cgfnw.org.
Searcy: Points of Truth Ministries,
http://pointsoftruth.com.

California—Carlsbad: Rock Valley
Christian Church, http://rockvalleychris-
tianchurch.org. Indian Wells:
Guardian Ministries, www.davean-
tion.com, Molly Antion,
mollyantion@earthlink.net. King’s
Beach: ICG, http:// intercontinen-
talcog.org. Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. San Diego: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. San Diego:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Colorado—Grand Junction: Christian
Church of God, http://ccofgod.org.
Grand Junction: Western Colorado
Congregation of God, http://wccongre-
gationofgod.org. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Steamboat Springs: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Florida—Destin: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,
David Havir III, (903) 714-3007. Fort
Myers: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Fort Walton Beach: Common Faith
Network, www.commonfaithnetwork.org,
(513) 755-0040. Fort Walton Beach:
CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Fort Walton Beach: CGMI,
http://thecogmi.org. Lantana:
Christian Church of God, Neville
Gilbert, jancgil@aol.com, (561) 547-
4952. Melrose: Community of YHVH,
http://fallfeast.com. Panama City
Beach: LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Panama City Beach: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Panama City
Beach: ICG, http://intercontinen-
talcog.org. Panama City Beach:
CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
St. Petersburg: COG in Miami,
http://godschurch.org.

Georgia—Cartersville: Biblical
Research Association, Lemie McGarity,
lemiemcgarity.cgc7thday@gmail.com,
(770) 894-9829. Gainesville: The
Church of God, http://t-cog.org. Jekyll
Island: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Valdosta: Unity Sabbath Day Church
of God, http://unitysabbathdaycog.org.

Hawaii—Kohala Coast, Hawaii:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

Illinois—Aurora: CCG, Dr. Bob Thiel,
cogwriter@aol.com.

Indiana—Auburn: CGMI,
http://thecogmi.org. Elkhart: Pacific
church of God, http://pacificcog.org.
Montgomery: ICG, http://interconti-
nentalcog.org.

Iowa—Inwood: Sukkot–The Rehearsal,
http://midwestsukkot.com. Lake
Rathburn: Church of God Fellowship
Lansing, www.cogffeast.org.

Kentucky—Land Between the
Lakes: CGI and Christian Educational
Ministries, http://cgi.org/feast-of-
tabernacles.

Maryland—Linthicum: 1st Century
COG, firstcenturychurchofgod.org.
Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Michigan—Sault Sainte Marie:
Great Lakes Church of God,
http://glcg.net. Traverse City: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Branson: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson: ICG,
http://intercontinentalcog.org.
Branson: CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
Branson: Sept. 14-21, Church of God
in Truth, http://postponements.com.
Eminence: Oct. 15-22, Congregation
of Yahweh (Missouri), http://yahscho-
sen.org. Greenville: Sept. 17-24,
Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry,
http://yrm.org/FOT2016. Lake of the
Ozarks: Feast of the Nations,
http://sukkotfotn.org. Osage Beach:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Steelville: Sept. 17-24, EliYah,
http://praiseyah.com.

Montana—Bigfork: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kalispell:
Christian Biblical Church of God,
http://cbcg.org.

North Carolina—Bladen Lakes
State Forest: Sept. 17-24, Sukkot
N.C., http://sukkotnc.com.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Oklahoma—Chandler: Lion and Lamb
Ministries, http://lionandlambmin-
istries.org. Wagoner: CGI,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Wewoka Woods: Restoring His Way,
http://feastofsukkot.org.

Oregon—Bend: Sunriver Festival,
http://fotsunriver.org. Bend-
Redmond: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Sunriver:
Church of God Fellowship,
http://cgfnw.org.

Pennsylvania—Lake Harmony:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Lancaster: CGMI, http://
thecogmi.org.

South Carolina—Hilton Head
Island: LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Myrtle Beach: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,
Lyle Kerby,(304) 354-7147. Myrtle
Beach: ICG, http://intercontinen-
talcog.org. Myrtle Beach: CGI,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Myrtle Beach: CGMI, http://
thecogmi.org.

South Dakota—Rapid City: Pacific
church of God, http://pacificcog.org.

Tennessee—Chattanooga: Vigilant
Church of God, http://vigilantcog.com.
Gatlinburg: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Gatlinburg: LCG, https://fot2016.
lcg.org. Pigeon Forge: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big
Sandy, http://churchofgodbigsandy.com,
PO Box 690, Big Sandy, TX 75755.
Galveston: The House of God,
http://www.hgwaco.com/Galveston.ht
m, Ron Harmon, (254) 727-4424.
Galveston: ICG, http://intercontinen-
talcog.org. Galveston: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Lake Conroe:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org. Lindale:
Christian Educational Ministries,
http://borntowin.net. New Braunfels:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Utah—St. George: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. St. George:
Discipleship Church of God, http://
discipleshipcog.org.

Vermont—Mount Snow: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Virginia—Urbanna: House of David
Fellowship, http://houseofdavidfellow-
ship.com. Williamsburg: CGMI,
http://thecogmi.org.

Wisconsin—Oconomowoc: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Warrens: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Wisconsin
Dells: Sept. 17-24, Truth on the Web
Ministries, http://truthontheweb.org.

NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Cordoba: CGWA,

http://feast.cogwa.org. Villa de
Merlo: LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Australia—Coffs Harbour, New
South Wales: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Merimbula,
New South Wales: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Matthew Sieff,
matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-2-
4388-3463. Nelson Bay, New
South Wales: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org. Nelson Bay, New

South Wales: ICG, http://interconti-
nentalcog.org. Caloundra,
Queensland: Christian Educational
Services, http://cesa.org.au. Sunshine
Coast, Queensland: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Bill Bradford,bill-
bradford@bigpond.com.au, +61-7-
3711-5599. St. Helens, Tasmania:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Stephen
Clark, stephenclark@ucg.org.au, +61-
3-9717-3873. Rockingham,
Western Australia: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ ucg.org.au,
+61-8-9523-4623.

Barbados—Christ Church: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Benin—UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Moise
Elisee Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr.

Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-
9481. Santa Cruz: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Brazil—Moscou: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Roraima:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@
ucg.org, (513) 907-9774.

Burundi—Mugina: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Cameroon—UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org, Moise Elisee Mabout,
mabout@yahoo.fr.

Canada—Canmore/Banff, Alta.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Rainer
Salomaa, canmorefeast@ucg.ca.
Penticton, B.C.: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Victoria, B.C.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, John Elliott,
victoriafeast@ucg.ca. Victoria, B.C.:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org. St.
Andrews, N.B.: CCG, Herb Haddon,
hwhaddon@gmail.com. Barrie, Ont.:
Maranatha Church of God,
http://maranathachurchofgod.ca.
Collingwood, Ont.: CGI,
http://cgi.org/feast-of-tabernacles.
Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian
Church of God, www.canadianchur-
chofgod.com. Midland, Ont.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Patrick Read, mid-
landfeast@ucg.ca. Rockland, Ont.:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Charlottetown, P.E.I.: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. John
Labissoniere. Sainte-Adele, Que.:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Dennis
Horlick, quebecfeast@ucg.ca.
Cypress Hills, Sask.: LCG,
https:// fot2016.lcg.org.

Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Olmue: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Jaime Gallardo,
jaime_gallardo@ucg.org, Mario
Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

China—Hong Kong: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Terry Franke.

Colombia—Cartagena: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Scott Hoefker,
scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704) 628-
6383. El Rodadero, Santa Marta:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Congo (Democratic Republic of)—
Centre Verbis Mboudi,
http://feast.ucg.org, Moise Elisee
Mabout, mabout@yahoo.fr. Kinshasa:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

England—Great Malvern: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Kendal: ICG,
http://intercontinentalcog.org.
Nottingham: Congregation of

Yahweh, http://congyah.co.uk.
Southport: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
St. Helier: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.

Estonia—Kuressaare, Saaremaa:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Johnnie
Lambert, fotestonia@gmail.com, (607)
796-2669.

Ethiopia—Gambella: CCG, Koang
Deng, koangdeng5@gmail.com.

Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

France—Carry-le-Rouet: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. La Bussiere:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Roquebrune-sur-Argens: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Tim & Maryse
Pebworth, feastinfrance@gmail.com.

Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Paul Kieffer.

Ghana—Accra: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Henry Aikins,
henry.aikins@gmail.com.

Guadeloupe—Gosier: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Panajachel:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Israel
Robledo, jisrael.robledo@gmail.com,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

Guyana—Georgetown: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Lethem:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

India—New Delhi: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Ken Murray, aaak-
en@bigpond.com. New Delhi: UCG,
http://ucg-india.org/feast, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
(507) 377-8151.

Indonesia—Batu: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Israel—Jerusalem and Tour of
Israel: Oct. 16-23, Congregation
of Yahweh (Jerusalem) https://
coyhwh.com.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Carmelo Anastasi,
anastasi_c@libero.it.

Ivory Coast—Abidjan: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Man: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Jamaica—Montego Bay: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Montego
Bay: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Chuck
Smith, jamaicafot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991. Runaway Bay: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Kachinland—Lazum Brang, P.O. Na
Mawn-01114, Lake Indawgyi Region,
Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)

Kenya—Bomet: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Got
Kachola: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org,
John Elliott, john_elliott@ucg.org.
Kendu Bay: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org. Kitui: CCG, Evans
Ochieng, evochieng74@gmail.com.
Meru: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Nairobi: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Nakuru:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Ndhiwa: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Ogembo:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Sengera:
CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.
Transmara: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com.

Malawi—Mangochi: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gracious
Mpilangwe, gracmpilangwe@
yahoo.com, 265 9 9982 3523, Aaron
Dean, aaron_dean@ucg.org. Migawi:
CCG, Sosten Libungwa,
s.libungwa@gmail.com. Salima:

CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Malaysia—Penang: LCG,

https://fot2016.lcg.org. Penang: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Paul Vaughan,
paulvaughan@ucg.org.au, 61 0404
455 226.

Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Mexico—Puerto Vallarta: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Gabriel Garcia,
gabriel_garcia@ucg.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-
9481. San Miguel de Allende:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Myanmar (Burma)—Kalaymyo: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Sakhan Gyi:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Netherlands—Gouda: CCG, Dr. Bob
Thiel, cogwriter@aol.com

New Zealand—Acacia Bay: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Daniel Porteous,
porteousx4@hotmail.com, 64 9 412
5494. Hammer Springs: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Taupo: CCG,
John Hickey, john.h@vodafone.net.nz.
Taupo: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Nigeria—Abuja: CCG, James Dzermine,
jamesdzerm@gmail.com. Arakeji:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Oludare
Akinbo. Benin City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Philippines—Baguio City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com, +63 (917) 814-
7826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati City
1287, Philippines. Baguio City: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Davao City:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org. Baguio
City: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Davao City: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org, Raul Villacote, raul_villa-
cote@yahoo.com, David Dobson,
dedobson@hotmail.com. Ivisian:
Church of God in Truth, http://post-
ponements.com. Kalutara: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Maranding:
LCG, https://fot2016.lcg.org.
Marangkalan: Church of god In
Truth, http://postponements.com. Silay
City: CCG, Oscar Mediavilla, hansmei-
davilla@rocketmail.com. Visayas:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Jose
Campos, campos_jt@yahoo.com, 63
(998) 549-6503.

Rwanda—Giti: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Saint Lucia—Reduit Beach: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Chuck Smith, stlu-
ciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

Scotland—Colvend: Maranatha
Ministry, http://maranathanministry.
org.uk.

South Africa—Margate: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Roy Demont,
roydemont@gmail.com. Port
Shepstone: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org. Stilbaai: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org. Uvongo:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Sri Lanka—Hikkaduwa: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Kalutara:
UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/feast,
David Schreiber, david_
schreiber@ucg.org. Kalutara: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Tanzania—Nansio: LCG, https://
fot2016.lcg.org.

Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy
Institute, Leon Sexton,
legacyinstitute.org. Mal Sot: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Togo—Kpalime: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org.

Trinidad and Tobago—Arima:
Church of God Ministries International,
http://thecogmi.org. Crown Point:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Chuck Smith,
tobagofot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991. Crown Point: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Plymouth:
CGMI, http://thecogmi.org.

Vanuatu—Luganville: LCG,
https://fot2016.lcg.org.

Zambia—Lusaka: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org, Major Talama,
talamanawa@yahoo.com. Lusaka:
LCG, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Zimbabwe—Tulihill Camp,
Bulawayo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Victoria Falls:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org, Mike
Mukarati, mike_mukarati@ucg.org,
Aaron Dean, aaron_dean@ucg.org.

T hese are the Feast of Tabernacles
sites for 2016 THE JOURNAL was
aware of at press time. Infor-

mation for the listing comes from Web
sites and information sent directly to THE

JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other
Journal readers. THE JOURNAL especially ac-
knowledges the information available at
http://7th-day.info (the 7th Day Sabbath
Churches of God website).

Unless otherwise stated, each listing
shown here represents an observance
beginning Sunday evening, Oct. 16, 2016,
and continuing through Monday, Oct. 24,

2016 (referred to as the Last Great Day,
Great Last Day or Eighth Day in the vari-
ous Churches of God).

This listing abbreviates Church of God
International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Inter-
continental Church of God (ICG), Tyler;
Living Church of God (LCG), Charlotte,
N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG),
Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United Church of
God an International Association (UCG),
Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); and Church of God
a Worldwide Association (CGWA). Note
that some phone numbers refer to a

church’s headquarters in the United
States rather than a local Feast contact.

Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open
attendance policy; that is, visitors are
welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s
understanding that some Church of
God organizations allow Feastgoers to
attend with them only by special per-
mission. Therefore, if you wish to at-
tend one of those churches’ Feast sites,
THE JOURNAL recommends you first con-
tact the sponsoring church or its repre-
sentative.
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that in lieu of flowers donations be given to sup-
port Adventure Camp in Pendleton, a youth
camp that Lowell loved. Donations can be sent
to Adventure Camp, Pendleton Christian Church,
P.O. Box 376, Pendleton, IN 46064.

Leonard Neubert, 67, pastor of Heartland
Fellowship, died April 18, 2009, in Cincinnati,
Ohio, three weeks after a diagnosis of pancre-
atic cancer. Len is survived by his wife, Donna,
three children and four grandchildren.

Bruce Clifford Tyler finished his race May 25, 2016.
He was one of the earliest ministers to come with
what is now the Living Church of God way back in
early 1994. He was ordained an evangelist of
Jesus Christ on March 14, 2001, in the Living
Church of God and continued his faithful service
as the regional director of Australasia and the
Philippines until the day of his death. ¶ Mr. Tyler
was always completely loyal to the truth of God,
faithful to Jesus Christ and the leadership of His
church and set an example of loyalty, faithfulness
and absolute dedication in proclaiming Christ’s
message to this world and feeding the flock. ¶ He
was a faithful and helpful member of Living’s coun-
cil of elders, flying clear across the globe for every
meeting until shortly before his death.

Karl Lewis Eugene Beyersdorfer, 73, Joplin, Mo.,
died unexpectedly on May 27, 2016, at his home
in Joplin. ¶ Karl was born Jan. 20, 1943, in
Chicago, Ill., to Eugene and
Anna (Biller) Beyersdorfer. ¶
He was an ordained minister
for 49 years and had served
churches in Minnesota, Iowa,
Louisiana, Ohio and Mis-
souri and was a member of
the Living Church of God, in
Joplin. The work of the Lord
was his passion. ¶ Karl mar-
ried Gaylon Smith on June 5,
1966, at Big Sandy, Texas,
and she survives. ¶ Addi-
tional survivors include four
children, Kurt Beyersdorfer,
Christi Ramos, Robert Smith
and Kraig and wife, Nova
Beyersdorfer; five grandchildren and four sisters,
Andrea Zima, Marcia Pruner, Vikki LaRocco and
Terri Bogue. He is preceded in death by his par-
ents and a brother, Art Beyersdorfer.

James “Mac” McCollum Overton, 66, a well-
known East Texas journalist, long-time editor of
The Gilmer Mirror and friend to many, passed
away June 5, 2016, in Longview, Texas, after a
sudden worsening of a long battle with poor
health. ¶ Memorial services are planned for
June 26 at the Church Of
God Big Sandy, after which
family and friends are invit-
ed to a potluck in his honor.
He loved a good meal and
loved even more a chance
to visit with others. ¶ In
keeping with his wishes he
will be cremated, and after
the memorial service his
ashes will be returned
home to Missouri by his eld-
est daughter. ¶ Mac was
born March 24, 1950, in
Poplar Bluff, Mo. He was
preceded in death by his
dearly beloved grandparents Grady and Vernie
Webb of Qulin, Mo., and his father Charles
Overton of Columbia, Mo. ¶ Mac is survived by
four daughters and their spouses, Janice and
James Freeman of Palestine, Texas, Meagan
and A.J. Dean, Rosenberg, Texas, Debbie and
Brandon Smith of Melissa, Texas, and Rachel
Overton of Melissa; six grandchildren, Jonathan
Freeman, Jason Dean, Annabelle Dean, Zach-
ary Smith, Avery Smith and Ava Day; as well as
his mother, Anna Campbell, Qulin; brothers B.J.
and Karon Campbell, Qulin, Fred and Cheryl
Overton, Columbia; sisters Katheia and Ed
Corrigan, Cape Girardeau, Mo., Sherri and
Sam Swan, Knoxville, Tenn., Steph Campbell,
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A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .
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Obituaries ObituariesObituaries

Don Waterhouse died peacefully May 10, 2016,
at age 74. Don was born in San Angelo, Texas,
on Oct. 11, 1941. He lived in Columbia, S.C., for
the past 14 years with his wife, Donna. ¶ Don
lived a useful and active life.
You rarely found him sitting
without a journal in his
hand. He was a devoted
pastor who had just cele-
brated 50 years of service
in the ministry. ¶  He loved
to read and educate himself
not only in God’s Word but
also health, nutrition and
history. He enjoyed the out-
doors whether it be fiishig,
hunting or landscaping the
yard. ¶ A priority in his life
was spending time with the
ones he loved, which resulted in years of enjoy-
able vacations and visits with family and
friends. ¶ He will be remembered for his heart,
not the one that failed but the one that defiine
him as a man of God, a dedicated and loving
family man and a shepherd who truly cared for
the sheep. ¶ He leaves behind his wife of 27
years, four children, 10 grandchildren and one
brother. He was preceded in death by two older
brothers and a sister. ¶ A graveside service was
held May 23, 2016, at Mount Olive Cemetery in
Scurry, Texas, under the direction of Eubank
Funeral Home in Canton.

Lowell G. Blackwell, 82, won his fiinal battle wit
the body on May 26, 2016, and opened his eyes
to eternity for the fiirst time. Lowell was born No
29, 1933, in Waynesville, Mo., to Dean and Ma-
rie Blackwell. He grew up with three brothers,
Dean (Maxine), Tom (Pat), and Mike (Carol), and
one sister, Bonnie (T.O.) Hughes. ¶ Lowell met

Margaret (Pierce) in high school and married her
June 14, 1952. He and Margaret were married
for 63 years. ¶ Lowell had an amazingly interest-
ing life that not only crossed the country but
included a host of careers. He started as a
roughneck in the West Texas
oil fiields, then oved on to
engineering for Boeing Air-
craft in Kansas, where he
also worked part time as a
police offiicer. ¶ God the
called Lowell into the min-
istry and he moved his
young family to Pasadena,
Calif. He obtained his bach-
elor’s in theology from Am-
bassador College and be-
gan serving as a pastor in
Glendale, Calif. ¶ In 1995 he
retired from engineering and
God drew him back into the ministry. He served
as a pastor in Plymouth and Mishawaka, Ind.,
and then fiinished in Springfiield and Rolla, Mo.
In 2003 Lowell and Margaret moved to Pen-
dleton and enjoyed their retirement, spending
time with kids and grandkids, building wonderful
friendships at Pendleton Christian Church and
visiting their six children scattered around the
country. ¶ Lowell was an avid fiisherman, privat
pilot, high-school referee in basketball, baseball
and volleyball, competitive card player, great
softball pitcher, dominoes player. ¶ He spent his
last years day-trading on the stock market and
made it his fiinal career. ¶ Lowell is survied by
his wife (Margaret), and six children, Lowell Jr.
(Suzy), David (June), Susan Endres (Gary),
Marcy DeShong (Morris), Tim (Susan) and Jim
(Pam). They have 16 grandkids and 20 great-
grandkids! ¶ A life celebration is set for June 10
at Pendleton Christian Church. The family asks

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Biblical
Tithing
Is NOT

On Money

THE ITALIAN BOOT PROVES THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE

AND DESTROYS ATHEISM!
It GRAPHICALLY depicts the prophecy of

DANIEL 2:34, that a ROCK will strike

the FEET OF A REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE

in the latter days and usher in

GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH

For more information on this subject go to

dan234.com

See MORE OBITUARIES, page 10

Don Waterhouse
Lowell Blackwell

Karl
Beyersdorfer

Mac Overton
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Brain Rules (2014)

By John Medina about principles of thriv-
ing brains. We tend to try to multitask, as

talking on a cell phone while driving, though
we have trouble keeping our attention on
more than one thing at a time. In business we
may want to do the most amount of work, but
work in cubicles, the opposite of being pro-
ductive. In schools, classrooms are the oppo-
site of learning, not the best situation con-
ducive to understanding.

Exercise contributes to enhanced brain
function. Jack Lalanne urged fitness. He did
amazing physical feats even while old. But his
mental prowess was great, too, inventing
much exercise equipment now standard in
gyms. In a study, a group of elderly couch
potatoes had their mental states tested. Then
they performed aerobic exercises during 4
months and were tested again. Their mental
abilities increased.

Aerobic exercises can cut in half the later
development of dementia, as Alzheimer’s.
Strokes can be much lessened later in life by
walking 20 minutes daily, even eliminating
strokes by more than 50%. Certainly better
results than taking drugs, which have adverse
side effects. The body produces more blood
vessels to supply the increased demand with
exertion, supplying more nutrients, as energy,
and getting rid of waste better.

Children who are active pay more attention
in class and feel better about themselves and
disrupt class less. Active kids have less anxiety
and less depression. The brain uses 20% of the
body’s energy, though only 2% of body
weight. Brain activity can easily surpass the
energy used by an arm muscle.

“Exercise makes your muscles and bones
stronger, improving your strength and balance.
It helps regulate your appetite, reduces your
risk for more than a dozen types of cancer,
improves the immune system, changes your
blood lipid profile and buffers against the toxic
effects of stress . . . decreases your risk for
heart disease, stroke and diabetes.”

Due to budget cuts at school, many are get-
ting rid of recess, when two a day have been
shown to demonstrate better learning. Those at
work will benefit from two a day, also. Or walk-
ing while talking during a meeting. Most busi-
ness leaders already know their workers who
exercise tend to have less health care costs.

Sleep is essential. In 1959 a NY disk jock-
ey started going without sleep for 200 hours,
living at Times Square for all to see and talk-
ing in radio broadcasts. He did fine for 72
hours, then became rude and offensive. Still
later, he saw hallucinations. Researchers tested
his mental skill at 100 hours and found he
could not complete previously simple tasks.
He did survive to 200 hours.

One of the rarest genetic disorders is Fatal
Familial Insomnia of just 20 families in the
world. The person loses the ability to sleep and
progressively develops mental disorders, final-
ly ending in coma and death.

While we sleep to rest the body, the brain
actually is more active. Despite this, we usual-
ly feel more mentally refreshed the next day.
One sleep researcher said “Dreaming permits
each and every one of us to be quietly and
safely insane every night of our lives.”

The brain has a series of internal clocks
which regulate our experience to schedules.

“Studies showed that when sleep was
restricted to six hours or less per night for just
five nights, cognitive performance matched that
of a person suffering from 48 hours of continu-
al sleep deprivation.” People, healthy 30-year-
olds, studied in a sleep test were found to have
increased aging if they continued to have only
four hours of sleep each night. It took a week for
them to re-adjust to normal levels. Sleep loss
cripples thinking in most every way possible.

As we all have found out, if we sleep on it,
overnight we can find the answer to a problem
we had trouble figuring out while awake the day
before. People were tested in math problems.
They were not told there was an easy method of
solving the problems, but 20% found this out.
With another group, they were given time to
sleep, and then 60% found the easy method.

A lab rat was fitted with electrodes in its
brain and made to learn a maze by repetition.
When it slept, it played the maze thousands of
times in its head to fix the learning process.
With other such rats, if their sleep was disrupt-
ed when this sleep learning routine was going
on, they became confused about the maze.

Humans were found to do more complex

learning along this same line of reasoning. We
need to do off-line processing to learn better.
Brains do need off time to get rid of waste
accumulated from the day’s work. US busi-
nesses estimate sleep deprivation costs them
$100 billion a year.

Stress can be good or bad. Stress for short
periods can help us develop muscular strength,
or even with adrenaline boost to lift a car off a
child. Chronic stress weakens the immune sys-
tem. At first, the stress causes white blood cells
to act at sites of vulnerability as the skin, which
is good. But with continued effort they weaken,
and may die with too much prolonged stress.
Stressed people tend not to perform at optimal
level, such as remembering or problem solving.

The next true story was told in a psychiatric
journal to illustrate the impact of environmen-
tal stress. Jill and her sister were sexually
abused by their father. When Jill was 7 her
father told the family they had driven him to
this, shooting himself in the head with a gun.
Her mother’s mental health got worse. She
was in and out of hospitals. And when home
would beat Jill. In her early teens, Jill was
forced to work outside the home to survive.

Despite the horrid circumstances at home,
Jill was well adjusted socially and even popu-
lar. She excelled at singing, was an honor stu-
dent and president of her class. Stress itself can
actually be neutral in effect, only depending on
the reaction to it to appear bad or good. [Jill
showed the will to rise above her ‘fate’ and
succeed despite the odds against her.]

Young children at only 6 months of age who
hear their parents arguing have increased blood
pressure and faster heart rates. Kids who watch
their parents argue a lot tend to have stress hor-
mones show up in their urine. Such stress makes
these emotionally distracted kids difficult to
teach at school, less likely to understand lessons.

“The American Stress Institute estimates that
American businesses lose $300 billion every
year because of work-related stress . . . [due to]
health costs, worker compensation bills,
employee turnover and absenteeism . . . about
one million people stay home from work every
day because of stress (40% from work stress).”

In one study, problem children were found
to be a result of the parents who did not take
the stress of taking care of them well when
babies. At peak times, a baby may demand
some kind of attention 3 times a minute.
Medina suggests teaching parents first how to
respond to the new baby situation better to
create a stable home life.

“We have a great number of ways of being
intelligent, many of which don’t show up on
IQ tests.” Primitive people, at least to modern
men, may look dumb, but have excellent skills
as tracking animals or knowing which vegeta-
tion is edible or poisonous. Erect and disas-
semble dwellings easily.

Attention. We remember the most events
that were the most exciting or interesting to us,
in much detail, while boring things are quick-
ly forgotten. Our previous experience memory
wiring helps us look for what to expect next.

Medina suggests, when teaching others, to
start from a framework of key ideas, then add
lesser ideas to hang on it. Meaning before details.

Regarding multitasking: It was found that
switching from one task to another takes a
large fraction of a second, impairing the per-
son like a drunk for a moment. So someone
talking on a cell phone while driving takes
longer to stop. “More than 50% of the visual
cues spotted by attentive drivers are missed by
cell-phone talkers. Not surprisingly, they get
in more wrecks than anyone except very
drunk drivers. Putting on makeup, eating . . .
aren’t much better . . . simply reaching for an
object while driving a car multiples the risk of
a crash or near-crash 9 times.”

While some leaders may advocate multi-
tasking, it tends to cause more mistakes and
reduces productivity. Medina when teaching
gives a break every 10 minutes, the time when
attention tends to wander. The break needs to
correspond with what is taught, while being an
interesting rest from the main material.

Kim Peek was born in 1951 with brain dam-
age, an enlarged skull. Could not walk until 4
and was socially awkward. But could read two
pages, one with each eye at the same time,
understand and permanently retain all he read.
He was the subject of the movie Rain Man.

A blind teenager named Tom did not take
any music lessons, but once he hears any tune,
can replay it on a piano. Also play two differ-
ent songs the same time, one with each hand.

We tend to think memory is like a tape

recorder. We just press a button and it recalls.
But the first step of human memory is encod-
ing which is like putting something in a blend-
er without the lid and all the contents splatters
everywhere. The brain takes pieces as edges,
contrast and color storing the data in separate
areas. So it codes and categorizes, and for
recall must reverse the process.

A woman lost the ability to read, discarding
vowels, though the places for them were left
blank. Content is stored separately from con-
text. Though the various parts of a memory are
stored in different places, the brain for recall
can reconstitute them into what seems like
their whole again.

The more elaborate the first encoding, the
more likely we will remember. We remember
better by recalling the exact situation when we
first learned—so the memory is retrieved on
the same path it was stored. So if we were sad
when learning the info, we would recall it bet-
ter if we imagined ourselves sad. If we learned
while on the beach, we would remember bet-
ter if we pictured ourselves there, and wearing
what we wore then.

Short term memory is now called working
memory, when we work in parallel on several
work areas at once, and a central executive keeps
track of these various actions. As a chess whiz
played many chess games with different people
simultaneously in 11 hours, winning most all,
and while blind-folded. [This sounds like multi-
tasking, but is done by the subconscious.]

For long term memory, some parts are not
recalled. We get so much data we cannot
process it all, and forget some that seem not
worth remembering. When the brain tries to
remember bits stored long ago, it fills in the
gaps where lost fragments were stored to make
a unified whole, even sometimes filling in
what is only imagined to have been there so
the conscious mind can make sense of it all.
Our pattern recognition tries to sort out old
information with what is newly gathered.

We tend to remember the best when facts are
not crammed into us, but spaced over some
time, giving us time to digest what we were just
taught. A Russian in the 1800s could recite lists
perfectly after just a few seconds for each item,
no matter how long it was ago when he did so.
But he had trouble understanding the big pic-
ture, not being able to forget some things in
order to see patterns and connections to under-
stand. Most of us need to repeat to remember.

Smell is a powerful sense that can aid mem-
ory. As a group smelling popcorn while taking
a memory test did better than a group without.
But the odor is important. If the smell was of
gasoline, it was of no help.

Memory tends to improve using more than
just vision reading words, as seeing an appro-
priate picture.

Sensory billboard refers to advertising
using a certain smell to attract customers, as
giving off the scent of chocolate. Starbucks
uses sensory branding, by not allowing em-
ployees to use perfume that would interfere
with the smell of coffee. Simple smells work
better than complex ones.

Expert wine tasters were fooled when red
dye colored white wine. Despite the taste, they
thought in terms of red wine. Vision trumps
smell. “The Nose Smells What the Eye Sees.”
Likewise, an amputee shown his phantom
limb, by mirroring his good one and moving it,
lost his phantom chronic pain.

The right kind of music has been used to
reduce pain of those going into surgery. Those
with speech impairment have been aided by
them singing, as well as those having trouble
walking using the rhythm.

Babies learn by experimenting on every-
thing using all their senses. Testing by kicking,
smelling, tasting. We need to explore, too.

Pick Your Poison (2011)
By Monona Rossol with background in cir-

cus, theater, art and chemistry. While a student
in art and chemistry departments, she used the
same chemicals. But the latter used protective
gear, while artists were encouraged to ‘wal-
low’ in the paints, oils and inks.

In 1917 the US Radium Corporation mixed
radium with glue to make glow in the dark
paint, considered safe. Workers painted it on
watches and instrument dials. When the camel
hair brushes quickly lost their points, they
were urged to use their tongues or lips to make
them sharp. In the mid 1920s they got serious
ill effects such as one called radium jaw.

Rossol serves as a lecturer and an expert
witness in court cases for those adversely

affected by chemicals of corporations. The fol-
lowing steps occurred and formed a pattern in
other toxins and industries: Workers were told
it was safe. Though radium scientists were get-
ting cancers, the company disregarded this,
and the workers trusted their superiors.

Over time, more were getting ill, and so many
thought something was wrong. US Radium
began to tell disinformation and to fake tests
which indicated radium was safe. Doctors and
researchers in the industry complied with US
Radium and other companies to not release their
contrary data publicly. Medical professionals
claimed illness was due to other causes. The
worker Grace Fryer took two years getting a
lawyer who would sue the big firm, and was
joined by four other workers and known as the
Radium Girls. They finally got a cash settlement.

The FDA was enacted in 1938, but only in
the 1950s did it address chemicals in food and
over-the-counter products. It declared that any
chemical in common use before 1958 was
considered safe. But many chemical ailments
take decades to show long term effects.

Bill Moyers of PBS did a program called
Trade Secrets and it is available online. He had
his own blood and urine tested, showing small
amounts of many toxins. Babies, instead of
born with a clean slate, are contaminated by
their mothers from the womb with their toxins
from their environment. Chemicals as thalido-
mide and grain alcohol were found to create
birth defects. While tiny amounts of chemicals
may not cause too much concern, they can
have a synergistic effect, acting with each
other to make worse effects.

Erin Brockovich battled chromium pol-
luters, and her story was made into a movie.
Big companies do not want to spend money on
tests, and it is difficult to discern if one chem-
ical is at fault when so many others abound.

Milton Bradley sold FibroClay for children
which had asbestos in it, and did the usual pro-
cedure to keep selling it by deceiving the pub-
lic. Toxicologists do testing of chemicals, but
usually get funding to do so by the very com-
panies that may be at fault.

Acute illnesses can be attributed to a chem-
ical quicker than those with long term effects.
The link is more apparent, dead bodies may
start piling up. Industrial painters use solvents
and the symptoms of these can resemble those
of alcoholics.

Many children develop allergies from such
natural things as bee venom, but industrial
chemicals can produce similar allergic reac-
tion. An allergy does not form upon the first
exposure to a substance, only in subsequent
exposures. The person’s immune system be-
comes too sensitive to it.

“Many highly toxic substances have been
and still are used in art materials. This will
always be the case because colors that will
remain unfaded on paintings for hundreds of
years require the use of substances such as
lead, cadmium, chromium, cobalt and a cohort
of other toxic metals.” Though artwork of chil-
dren should not include them since child safe-
ty trumps the need for art longevity.

Ethical companies will explain the risks of
their chemicals. But they are at a disadvantage
because uneducated consumers will buy the
cheaper products of unethical companies. Of
163 occupations reported concerning meso-
thelioma from asbestos exposure, these pro-
fessions are most at risk: plumbers, pipe and
steamfitters, mechanical engineers, electri-
cians and elementary school teachers.

When talc powder workers were suing R.T.
Vanderbilt for compensation from asbestos in
it, researchers were supposed to be able to
come unannounced and sample anyplace they
wanted, but instead were directed by the com-
pany on where to do so and when. Hugh
Vanderbilt was overheard saying if all else
failed, while patting his back pocket he said, I
got a Senator right here. When it looked like
the industry was going to shut down, universi-
ty art departments began stockpiling it for fur-
ther use, so future lawsuits would ensue!

Really safe, natural, green, new?
Calling a product Nontoxic does not mean

it is safe, it only means it has been inade-
quately tested, and most companies do not test
much. Calling a product Green does not make
it stop being a poison. A product advertised as
New and Improved likely just means the
chemistry was slightly adjusted to get past
current regulation, while using the same class
of chemicals banned. Most chemicals of the
same class have the same problems. Com-
panies may hide labeling suspicious chemi-
cals using pseudonyms, different sounding
names but the same chemicals. So checking
the Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) can
be difficult, and sometimes things as glycol
ethers are not listed on them.

Outright banning of a product usually does

Advanced Thinking Part 4
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not happen until enough people die from it.
Even with tobacco, there is no ban, only warn-
ing labels. The EPA banned asbestos, but the
companies got that overturned in court. And it
is still usable in brake linings. The government
agencies that might ban a product have so little
funding that they have trouble suing the indus-
tries in court for long. And many of the corpo-
rate leaders are on the regulatory boards, too.

Glycol ethers were used quite extensively,
until many ill effects ensued. Rubber or vinyl
gloves do not keep them out. While nitrile plas-
tic gloves are good, their resistance in time
wears off and should be replaced.

Calling a product All-Natural does not mean
it is safe. Natural rubber from plants was con-
sidered safe for gloves, until their increased use
in studying AIDS led to many people getting
serious allergies, and in 1996 28 died. Some
parts of a plant may be edible while some on
the same plant are poisonous, as rhubarb.

The FDA tried to regulate the term Hypoaller-
genic, but two companies fought back in court.
The FDA ruled that manufacturers could contin-
ue to say it, without any supporting evidence!

Researchers found that plug-in air fresheners
with pinene (pine) and lionene (citrus) fragrances
react with ozone to release formaldehyde, a
known carcinogen. So air fresheners may actual-
ly do the opposite. Ozone generators for indoor
use may increase ozone levels too high as well.

Lavender and tea tree oils were found to
have an estrogen effect on young boys causing
enlarged male breasts until they quit using the
toiletries that contain them. New makeup with
nanoparticles may look more natural and cover
better, but the particles penetrate the skin. And
as usual, their long term effects have not been
tested adequately. They are so small they could
penetrate the brain. [Makeup ingredients act as
paints with the same dangers, and may be worn
for long periods, and some are ingested as lip-
stick while eating. Makeup chemicals can go
through the porous skin, the principle of dermal
patches, as nicotine.]

When water-based paints were introduced
they were touted as better for the environment
than the old oil-based ones. But mercury was
used in the early acrylic water-based paints as a
preservative. To keep out microbes and fungi in
the can and on the wall. A paint lauded as pro-
tecting against insects, rodents and mold will
have biocides to kill these pests. Titanium diox-
ide in paints is likely to be in nanoparticles so
more toxic to inhale. And small enough to
reach the lungs and go into the bloodstream.

Of 84,000 chemicals regulated in 1976, the
EPA estimates about 20% have trade secret pro-
tection. So most do not know the chemicals in
them. In 1987 OSHA estimated 575,000 haz-
ardous products in the workplace. The number
only keeps rising.

While manufacturers are not required to pro-
vide MSDS to consumers (only to workers who
use their chemicals), good companies will. If a
manufacturer’s website does not easily give
access to MSDS, it is a clue it is hiding some-
thing. OSHA does not check to see if the
MSDS is accurate or complete. Firms were
allowed to list chemicals their way, so there is
chaos instead of uniformity.

“Gases vary greatly in toxicity. Human oxygen
should be 20-21% in the air, but if it falls to 16%
you could die. While we breathe out CO 2

amounting to less than 1%, it can kill us at 7%.
Dry ice is used onstage to produce a mist, result-
ing in giving off CO 2 gas. An actor was to remain
‘dead’ for 10 minutes on the floor and went into
seizures. Gases can enter the bloodstream rapidly
because they are so small. Some gases are so cor-
rosive, as chlorine bleach, they can damage lung
tissue before entering the bloodstream.

Nanoparticles are so tiny they behave like
gases. Likely that no filter will provide 100%
protection against them. US industry operates
under the principle that chemicals are innocent
until proven guilty. European Union regula-
tions go under this principle: “If you can’t
prove your chemicals are safe, you can’t put
them on our market.”

When workers sue their company: The com-
pany lawyers will pry into your life to find
every job you worked at, to blame any chemi-
cal you used there, your hobby chemicals, too.
It is difficult to prove one chemical on the job
was at fault. The company will want to settle.
You are tired of waiting, your lawyer wants to
be paid. The company can drag on litigation for
years. But if you do settle, the case is sealed and

you cannot tell what went on. So many others
in the same boat do not know what you know.
Expert witnesses as Rossi are gagged as well.

US corporations ship American jobs over-
seas for greed, so foreign poor workers or slave
labor take their places. [Many made poor by
US banking and corporate policies. China ships
products to the US, many with dangerous
chemicals or with unsafe methods.] US corpo-
rations do not seem to have American worker
interests or US citizen consumers at heart. The
term FDA-approved can be misleading.

10% Human (2015)
By Alanna Collen: For every human cell of

our body, there are 9 other imposter cells of bac-
teria or fungi. Our gut alone hosts 100 trillion
microbes. There are 4.4 million genes of the
90%, and 21,000 human genes. (So even the
10% is high.) “By that count, you are just a half
a percent human.” Those in the gut are difficult
to study because that environment is unique,
and the microbes have trouble growing in petri
dishes. Cows use microbes to digest grass in
their four stomachs. Koalas need microbes to
digest eucalyptus leaves, otherwise they are poi-
sonous to them. They get the needed microbes
from their mothers’ feces (see ahead).

The human appendix was thought to be use-
less and thus the most common surgery was to
remove it. But it is a safe haven for friendly
microbes in times of illness and strife.

Hospital hygiene was practically nonexistent
in the late 1800s. Surgeons would wear the same
blood-stained coats to many cuttings. Doctors
would go from dissection of autopsies to caring
for patients without any cleaning. It was found
that babies under the care of midwives were far
better off than under doctors in a clinic. Doctors
were to blame for spreading disease, but they for
decades ridiculed the idea they were at fault.

(Antibiotic means an agent that kills bacte-
ria.) The antibiotic revolution occurred in the
1940s. It seemed a miracle that antibacterial
drugs would abruptly stop diseases, but in the
aftermath, the patients would get ill again, to
other bacteria or viruses. The harmful bacteria
were killed, but helpful ones also died. Broad
spectrum antibiotics were the easiest to use, but
did the most collateral damage to the good guys.

Conditions attributed to harming of friendly
microbes: allergies, autoimmune diseases, di-
gestive trouble, mental health problems and
even obesity. Diabetes and asthma are also sub-
ject to imbalance of the flora in the gut. A pat-
tern was found in the US where poor children
were less likely to have food allergies and asth-
ma than their richer counterparts.

Microbes to gain and lose weight
Garden warblers migrate 4000 miles. Before

doing so they gain a lot of weight to provide for
their long trip, when food may be scarce. Even
caged warblers gain weight at the same time,
and lose the weight in the same period despite
unlimited resources. Why? Friendly bacteria
controlled the weight loss and gain.

One in three adult humans are overweight,
one in nine obese. Irritable bowel syndrome
accounts for one in ten visits to hospitals now.
Some of these problems are from bacteria in the
gut being disrupted at least once. An unhealthy
diet, a bad drug, antibiotics or infection can
have the same effect of disrupting friendly mi-
crobes, allowing bad ones to thrive.

Fredrik Backhed, a Swedish microbiology
professor, reared some germ-free mice. They
were skinny. He let them be exposed to microbes
in normal mice guts. In two weeks they gained
60%, while eating less. The microbes were thriv-
ing and aiding the once germ-free mice get by on
less food. With gut bacteria aid, obese mice
gained 102 calories when the lean mice gained
100. [Animal studies do not always correlate
with humans, as some things poisonous to us do
not hurt many animals, and the reverse is true.
Though some useful information can be gained
about some subjects.]

A study found that obese humans have most-
ly one kind of microbe. But why don’t those
who eat enough get satiated, and quit eating?
Obese people do not react to leptin of the body
like lean people who cease eating.

A few decades ago, stomach ulcers were
thought caused by lifestyle as by caffeine and
stress. But they were found caused by a stomach
bacteria. The stress and caffeine made the con-
dition worse. Getting rid of the particular bad
bacteria can solve the problem. When lean peo-
ple gain weight, they store fat in more fat cells,

while those obese make bigger fat cells, stuffing
them with more fat. It was found that some bac-
teria in the gut were coated with a covering that
kept more fat cells from multiplying.

It is estimated that by 2030 in the US the
population will be 86% overweight or obese.
And by 2048 all will be. Gastric by-pass sur-
gery seems to be the only consistent remedy,
reducing the stomach size to that of an egg,
so the person gets by on less food. But the gut
bacteria change to that of a lean person with-
in a week.

Microbes can control minds!
Some microbes can control their victim’s

mind. An ant infected by Cordyceps becomes a
zombie, changing its behavior from antlike to
one under its influence to more readily be
eaten. Dogs with rabies become aggressive,
looking to fight another dog, thus spreading the
disease. The parasite Toxoplasma cause rats to
quit fearing open spaces and bright lights, and
are drawn to bobcat urine, seeking their main
predator. These new actions allow the intruder
microbe to find new hosts.

Many human mental health conditions are
actually caused by microbes, as Whipple’s dis-
ease. Yet because the mental state is so differ-
ent, the patients’ bizarre behavior is addressed
by psychiatrists, though there may be rapid
weight loss and diarrhea.

Gut feelings are tied into the brain, and so
are emotions. Antibiotics to kill an ear infection
can cause die-out of good bacteria in the gut,
affecting good mental function in the brain,
leading to autism.

Toxoplasma in humans alters personality,
affects men to become suspicious, jealous and
insecure, while women have the more desirable
opposite traits. Both genders have slower
response time and lack of concentration. Two
different studies showed they are prone to car
accidents by 3 or 4 times the normal rate. Toxo-
plasmosis has been implicated in obsessive-
compulsive disorder and attention deficit
hyperactivity disorder.

Some people with severe depression have
been treated by electrical pulses from a device
shooting up their vagus nerve to the brain, called
happiness pacemakers. Our own bodies make
certain chemicals naturally for well-being.

Famous autistic twins Flo and Kay Lyman had
trouble interacting with normal people, but had
great memory recall. In 1998 Ellen Bolte wrote
her first scientific paper on how autism results
from invasion of Clostridium tetani in a child’s
gut after antibiotics (as used to fight an ear infec-
tion) destroyed most of the good microbes.

Allergies are from the immune system being
too active, destroying anything non-self like
pollen and dust. Normally, the gut’s microbes
are not attacked. Antibiotics tend to shift the
concentrations of each kind of microbe. A 2013
UK study found of 14,000 babies born in the
1990s, those given antibiotics before the age of
two were likely to develop asthma by almost
twice as many before the age of eight. The more
courses of antibiotics they had, the more likely
they developed asthma, eczema and hay fever.

Jeremy Nicholson, Professor of Biological
Chemistry, wondered if the rise of antibiotics
with obesity was cause or coincidence. “He
already knew that farmers had been using
antibiotics for decades to fatten their animals
for market.” US scientists had found out that
antibiotics in chickens boosted their growth
almost 50%. The added bonus was that animals
crammed in small cages would have less infec-
tions. Since animals were getting fatter on anti-
biotics, what about humans, who ate some of
their antibiotics in the meat?

Doctors may prescribe antibiotics even though
they are meant for only bacteria, not viruses as for
colds and flu. Many antibiotics were ordered just
in case bacteria might be involved.

Even with the advent of penicillin, in just a
few years bacteria had developed resistance to
it. Simply, it killed most, but some had natural
immunity, say 1%. Of the next generation, only
the survivors lived, and they were immune. The
new antibiotic methicillin was introduced in
1959, but in 3 months the dreaded MRSA-
resistant strain had formed, killing thousands of
people since. And other antibiotic-resistant
strains have come. Hospitals tend to be breed-
ing grounds for them.

“It’s too early to be certain that antibiotics can
cause obesity, or to know which varieties might
be responsible, but given the vast and growing
scale of the obesity epidemic, these tantalizing

suggestions of a cause deeper than greed and
sloth should put us on our guard against overus-
ing these precious and complicated drugs.”

Since 2006 in the European Union antibi-
otics are banned that are used solely for weight
gain in animals. In the US, many vegetables are
grown in soil enriched with animal manure, so
contain drugs the animals had. About 75% of
drugs given to animals pass on through them,
so much is eaten in the meat. [Organic meats by
law do not have them.]

Companies advertise their sanitizing soaps
kill bacteria and some viruses. But all that is
required is ordinary soap which dislodges what
they are clinging to, and won’t harm the envi-
ronment. And good bacteria on the skin is not
harmed. Most bacteria will form spores to sur-
vive ‘an attack’ anyway. Antibacterial sub-
stances are in many different items and in
themselves actually harm the environment.
Alcohol hand wipes will kill, even MRSA.

“You are what they eat”
Many animals and insects pass on part of

their microbiota in feces to the next generation,
inside the egg or as the young are born. In
humans, babies take on the microbes of the
mother who tends to defecate while in labor.
Babies tend to be born head first and with the
mouth close enough to pick up the microbes,
which help the baby digest milk.

Regarding Caesarian sections for deliveries.
Doctors like to schedule when to give birth.
Complications may arise. Many mothers are
told, once a C-section, always a C-section, but
this is not true. Mothers may opt to have less
pain and labor. So babies delivered by C-sec-
tion are not likely to get the mother’s microbes.
And on average, C-sections are more risky than
vaginal. Sometimes the baby’s skin is cut by
the operation and babies may have trouble
breathing. The chances of getting diseases are
higher with C-section, conditions as autism and
even obesity. When a C-section must be done
for an emergency, a swab of the mother’s vagi-
nal microbes can be wiped on the baby all over.

Many initiatives are trying to reduce the
number of C-sections as unnecessary surgery,
risk for mother and baby. Lacto-intolerance for
milk stems from not having enough of the right
kind of microbes in the gut. As the baby
matures, the concentrations of the microbes
change, too. It was found in joeys of marsupi-
als, that two were born a season apart. And each
of the two teats has its own maturity of milk
rated according to its growth.

Human babies breast-fed have less infections
than those bottle-fed. Those fed formula tend to
be overweight. Extra months of breast-feeding
mean the less chance of becoming overweight.
Babies need folic acid, but cannot eat the foods
that contain it. Though if they have the right
microbes in their gut, they can make it.

Many patients after taking antibiotics develop
imbalance in their gut when harmful microbes
take over beneficial ones. Resulting in severe
diarrhea and other related symptoms. Most of
these patients can be helped by getting a fecal
transplant of the good microbes. One man with
constipation found the procedure seemed to cure
his MS also, but it may have been just remission.
It is difficult to get good feces since so many
people are badly contaminated.

Videos are available on YouTube about fecal
transplants. Autism has been helped. While
given for gastrointestinal trouble, the fecal
swap improves social skills. Though for some
the opportunity window may have closed for
the treatment to do much good. But halting fur-
ther damage is accomplished at least.

Obese people have severe illness, as dia-
betes. Fecal transplants from lean people have
resulted in the obese being sensitive to insulin,
instead of having resistance to it. Probiotics are
helpful, but they must be continuously given.
Now there are prebiotics which might be more
useful than probiotics.

Too many babies are not born but surgically
removed. Taken out days or weeks before they
are ready to come out, in the appropriately
named birth canal. Most doctors see so many
patients they have little time to listen to their
complaints.

“Microbes can activate, inactivate and toxify
medicines.” Many of our modern diseases are
caused by disruption of our microbes. With the
new DNA study, though we cannot change our
human cells, we can adjust our non-human
ones for our benefit.

In his book The Great Food Gamble by BBC
broadcaster John Humphrys, he tells of a
farmer who proudly raises mighty beasts with
drugs (the usual practice of giving them antibi-
otics). But his wife raises a lean one without
drugs for their eating.

—Mr. Jan Young
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Did Paul Correct Moses’ History?
“So Moses wrote this law and

delivered it to the priests, the sons
of Levi” (Deu 31:9a). This hap-

pened about 40 years after the exodus
(Deu 1:3).

Paul says, “Now to Abraham and his
Seed were the promises made . . . And this I
say, that the law, which was four hundred
and thirty years later, cannot annul the
covenant that was confirmed before by God
. . .” (Gal 3:16a, 17). This puts ‘the law’
on the scene at about the time of the
exodus (Ex 12:40-41, LXX).

Consider Hebrews’ statement. “There-
fore, if perfection were through the Levitical
priesthood (for under it the people re-
ceived the law), what further need [was
there] that another priest should rise accord-
ing to the order of Melchizedek . . .” (Heb 7:11).

The Levitical priesthood is certainly
fundamental to the Law. Actually the
Greek word translated ‘under’ primari-
ly means ‘upon.’ This Law was hung
upon Levi. They administered it. This
is reflected in the NASB, NIV, Em-
phasized Bible and other translations.
However, the firstborn were the
priests at the exodus from Egypt (Ex
13:2, Num 3:12-13). Levi was chosen ear-

liest after the golden calf (Deu 10:5, 8),
which was after the confirmation of
the Sinai law. Hebrews is not referring
to the Sinai law as ‘the law,’ since Levi
had no special function in it.

The law that established Levi was
confirmed with Deuteronomy: “If a mat-
ter arises which is too hard for you to judge
. . . you shall come to the priests, the Levites,
and to the judge there in those days, and
inquire of them; they shall pronounce upon
you the sentence of judgment” (Deu 17:8-9).
“So Moses wrote this law and delivered it
to the priests, the sons of Levi” (Deu 31:9a).
This Deuteronomy law did not exist
until Moses wrote it and gave it to the
Levites (Heb 7:11). Deuteronomy is the
Law of Moses (Josh 8:31-32, Deu 27:1-3).
Only it is based on the administration
of Levi. The law confirmed at Sinai in
Exodus 20-24 is not. It’s a different law.
It was not intended to be administered
by Levi and was not what became
known to Hebrews as ‘the Law.’

Deuteronomy is presented as a sec-
ond covenant, a second law. “These are the
words of the covenant which the LORD com-
manded Moses to make with the children of
Israel in the land of Moab, besides the
covenant which He made with them in

Horeb” (Deu 29:1). (One covenant be-
sides another covenant is not one
covenant, but two jointly applicable.)
“That you may enter into covenant with the
LORD your God, and into His oath, which the
LORD your God makes with you today” (Deu
29:12). This law is also a covenant. It had
no authority until it was confirmed. That
happened “in the fortieth year, in the
eleventh month, on the first day of the month”
(Deu 1:3a) almost 40 years after the exo-
dus and the Sinai law was confirmed.

One does not change a covenant
(Gal 3:15). The Sinai Law/covenant was
not amended, but a second law/cove-
nant added (Gal 3:19). Deuteronomy
31:26 makes it apparent when and to
what the Law was added. It was added
to the covenant of the Lord, the Sinai
law that had been in the ark for about
39 years. “Take this Book of the Law, and
put it beside the ark of the covenant of the
LORD your God” (Deu 31:26ab). The law
at Sinai did not include anything about
the tribe of Levi being the only priests
in Israel. That and other things could-
n’t be added to the Sinai law/covenant.
So a second covenant was made.

This Law was added because Israel
proved incapable of keeping the Sinai

law that was confirmed in Exodus 20-
24 (Ex 32:7-10). The Sinai law is part of
‘the Law’ since it is recorded in ‘the
Law,’ but it is also a separate law that
stands on its own. The covenant of the
Lord, which established the Sinai law,
is not diminished even if the book
Moses set beside it deteriorates.

Paul in Galatians 3:17 is not rewriting
history, but clarifying to which law he is
referring. He is referring to ‘the law
which was four hundred and thirty years’
after the promises. What became the
Law, which is dependent on Levi, was
added 470 years after the promises.

No wonder Galatians is so confusing
to us. What has been understood as a
single law is really two. If one examines
Moses’ record carefully it is apparent
they were made for two different pur-
poses (Ex 19:5-6, Deu 4:1, 5:33).

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Examine
the record yourself and develop your
own relationship with your Creator
through an in-depth study of His word.
This just highlights the tip of the iceberg
of misunderstanding holding back the
churches of God. CreatorsCovenant.org
lays open what others have glossed over.
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Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

A
n Overview of This Nation—“We
seem obsessed with dark and lurid
fantasy, and with images of violence
in our living rooms. We congratu-
late ourselves on our culture of

‘freedom’ bought at a great price in two world
wars and, before that, with the blood of
Christian martyrs who went to the stake for
the cause of publishing God’s word, now dis-
carded and thrown to the winds, only to be
replaced with moral relativism where there
are virtually no rules for living; where we pro-
mote death (through abortion and euthanasia,
for example) and set about redefining mar-
riage, family and society as a whole.

Moral Defenses—“Tragically, however, our
moral defenses are down, our walls have been
breached, and the foundations of our Judeo-
Christian civilization have been undermined.
That is why we are wobbling as a society in
grave danger of collapse.” End of quotes.

Astute writers—They see the handwriting
on the wall and know there is little time left
before this nation reaches its demise. In the
interim, whatever the imagination of
mankind can conceive, so they practice; sink-
ing even lower into the cesspool of abom-
inable evils (cf. Genesis 8:21).

God’s Elect Walks Alone—From the dawn
of man’s history, there has always been ONE, or
the FEW, who have walked with God, beginning
with Abel, whose offering pleased the LORD in
contrast to his brother, Cain, whose offering
was rejected by the LORD (cf. Genesis 4:3-5).

Pre-Flood World—From that ancient time
with an approximate population of 10 billion
people, a world that had come to be so evil, God
had no recourse but to destroy it by a worldwide
Flood (cf. Genesis 6:5-7, 13). Among them there
were only TWO MEN who are recorded as walk-
ing with God, Enoch (cf. Genesis 5:22-25; Jude 14-
15), and Noah (cf. Genesis 6:9; II Peter 2:5).

Sodom and Gomorrah—These were
cities that refused to learn from the destruc-
tion of the billions of people who lost their
lives in that ancient world due to the evil they
practiced! As the result, all of them were
burned to death—with the exception of ONE

MAN, Lot (cf. Genesis 19:1-29; II Peter 2:7-8), and
his immediate family.

Patriarchs and Prophets—Throughout
past centuries there was always ONE who was
used by the LORD to fulfill His will of warning
Israel because of their devotion to Him (cf.
Hebrews 11:1-40).

The Beginning of God’s Church—It was
established by Jesus
Christ and was always
to be a small Church
(cf. Matthew 16:18;
Luke 12:32). It began
with 120 members—
and, though a few
thousand were added
later to the number,
in comparison it was
still a small Church. It
grew over the years in
great numbers, but
proved to have the
same problems as did
the WWCG Church.
With the exception of
the FEW, the majority
fell away.

The Worldwide
Ch u r c h  o f  G o d—
During the latter years
it had grown to have
over one hundred thou-
sand people—consid-
ered to be members.
In retrospect, only a FEW were found to be
true members who walked with God; empha-
sizing it was to be a small Church (a Mustard
Seed—Matthew 13:31-32)! All others walked
away from God as did Israel to follow the
Baals. As it was said by Elijah, “I am the only
one left (cf. I Kings 19:10)”; so it was with Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong.

The Church of God, Faithful Flock—
Though tiny, it is of the Philadelphia Church
Era and representative of the small clusters
and scattered members located in this and
other countries of this world; altogether num-
bering approximately 7,000 Elect people of
God (cf. Romans 11:1- 8).

Coming Back Together—Prior to the flee-

ing to the place of safety, Jesus Christ will
bring all the scattered members together with
no tares among them (cf. Matthew 13.24-30, 36-
43; Ezekiel 34:1-12; Jeremiah 23:1-4). For now,
aside from God our Father and Jesus Christ,
we walk alone.

The Philadelphia Era of God’s Church—
Scripture reveals it will only be God’s chosen

little flock (Luke 12:32), the rem-
nant of the Philadelphia Era of
God’s Church, that will escape
the coming terrible times due to
their faithfulness and endurance
(Revelation 3:7-13). Think about it.

Disdaining the Few—There
are those who look down on
Faithful Flock! One minister of a
larger group called us a faithful
splinter—not even on radar! In
response, I quote the following
from God: “Who has despised

the day of small things . . .” (Zechariah 4:10).
The Ongoing Warning—Because of

God’s caring love, He is continuing to
use the warning voice and writings of
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong via our 14
websites—placing the TRUTH before
the churches and Israel with hope of
change (cf. Revelation 3:20).

MYSTERY OF THE AGES–Study
your Bible together with the last book Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong wrote: the unedited
MYSTERY OF THE AGES, ISBN 0-396-08773-6,

and believe it. This could save your life from
the worsening troublesome times before us.
Remember—Mr. Armstrong was the man Jesus
Christ used to teach all of us His truth (II
Timothy 3:13-14).

Links to websites maintained by the Church of God Faith Flock: http://www.cog-ff.com/links.html
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are for educational pur-

poses only. Entire contents © 2016 The Church of God. All

Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material

quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in

this publication belong to the respective owners thereof

and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church

of God, Faithful Flock.

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

God’s Elect Walk Alone in Troubling Times
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Super Feast Site 2016
Come to our FAMILY Feast site

Land Between the Lakes, Kentucky

YEA Classes
Teen Bible

Studies
Kids’ Bible

Studies
Adult Bible
Seminars

✔ Outdoor activities such as hiking, laser tag, zip
line, go carts, corn maze, Civil War site, a buffalo
ranch, 1800s local town reenactment, country-
music show, ’50s music show, and boat rental

✔ Indoor activities such as a family dance with
deejay, ladies’ luncheon, teen pizza party, and
a pie-and-ice-cream evening with live professional
entertainment

✔ Housing for any price bracket! Camping,
cabins or hotel rooms, cottages, condos

✔ No traffic congestion
✔ Traditional hymns as well as praise music

accompanied by a choir and the band Peace of
Millennium

✔ Please check out our websites, borntowin.net
and cgi.org. Or contact Wes White,
wdwhite49@yahoo.com

Christian Educational Ministries & Church of God International

Feast in the Piney Woods
RV and tent camping • Motel units • 100 acres of wooded hills

To request information or register or volunteer, call CEM toll-free:

1-888-BIBLE-44

For eight days we’re going to do what
we always do once a year. We’re go-
ing to worship God and His Son, Jesus
Christ. We’re going to learn, rest, play
and bond with many Christians.
The 2016 Feast of Tabernacles runs
Oct. 17–27, 2016. Our plans for
the 2016 Feast are to offer exciting
options for everyone.
Every day at the Feast of
Tabernacles we’ll lift up our voices
in praise to God and hear inspired
sermons given by the best speakers
we can find.
Daily Christian-living and seminars
and workshops will be offered. For
five days, fun and exciting YEA
classes and seminars will be held for
ages 3–19.
CEM will celebrate the Feast in two
locations. We’re again providing an
opportunity to worship and fellow-
ship in East Texas at Timberline
Camp and Conference Center and
in Kentucky at Land Between the
Lakes. The latter is in partnership

with CGI. (See information for Land
Between the Lakes elsewhere on this
page of The Journal.)
CEM’s Timberline Feast site in East
Texas is only two miles north of
I-20 in Lindale. Timberline lets us
continue to share meals with each
other at the Feast. Timberline has a
dining hall and cafeteria for meals
that meet our dietary needs.
Motel rooms sleep up to four people
for $50 per night for two full beds
or a full bed and a bunk bed. (No
refrigerators or food-prep facilities
in rooms.)
RV sites are $20 per night. Tent
sites are $4 per person per night
(tent sites have no power and you
need to supply your own tent and
camping equipment).
Food costs per meal in the dining
hall: Breakfast $5, lunch $6,
dinner $7.
CEM plans for the traditional family
picnic, pie and ice cream social,
praise and worship, and family dance.

In addition to this, Timberline offers
a wide range of recreational options,
including zip-line and high ropes.
Also paintball, archery, .22 and
skeet shooting.
Or sit by the pool, catch a few fish
in the lake or have a relaxing
paddleboat ride.
Not to mention volleyball,
basketball, tetherball, Ping-Pong,
horseshoes and gaga ball (Israeli
dodgeball).
Register as soon as possible to
reserve your housing spot. All
on-site housing and meals will be
reserved through CEM.

GodsLawToday.com
“A DEFENSE OF GOD’S SPIRITUAL LAW”

Here at last . . . and all in one place!

Easily accessible ANSWERS
to most all arguments against God’s Law.

Be sure to BOOKMARK this website!

TheHouse of God
Our churches are an open door to those
who seek God. God’s only identifying

mark is the Sabbath for a reason.
Services:

Austin 10:30 AM / 512-789-6453
Waco 1:00 PM / 254-290-4140

Houston 12:00 noon / 281-798-5646
San Angelo 2:00 PM / 325-653-7213

St. Louis, Mo. / Call for times 314-378-1863
Kansas City, Kan. / Call for times 816-765-6530

Or call the Home Office / 254-727-4424
Feast of Tabernacles in Galveston, Texas

Go to www.hgwaco.com for more information.
Also join our contacts for the HG newsletter.

A Day to Remember:
Remember the Sabbath Day, to Keep It Holy

Following a public cam-
paign in 1999 promoting the
Sabbath, Julian Cruz (pastor
of the San Antonio Church of
God) and I visited a young
lady who grew up in the

Seventh-day
Adventist
Church. She
asked the
question: If
we are sup-
posed to
keep the
Sabbath,
why do we
not have to
keep it

exactly like the Israelites were
commanded?

Our answer was typical of
the patented scripted answers.
It was not good enough. She
was sincerely disappointed,
because she was hoping for a
better answer. That was the
moment I realized we were
lacking in the complete under-
standing of the Fourth
Commandment!

After publicly proclaiming the
Ten Commandments (with
emphasis on the Fourth) in 23
states across the country, I
needed time to digest the prob-
lem of Sabbath observance in
the New Testament. I began
that journey in 1997. Nineteen
years later the answer is ready
to be proclaimed.

The seventh-day rest that
was instituted in Genesis and
was included in the Ten Com-
mandments in Exodus is one of
the easiest commandments to
prove. The bigger issues are:

How are we supposed
to observe the seventh
day?
Does it make any differ-
ence to God on which
day we choose to rest?

What is the New
Testament spiritual
meaning of the seventh
day?
Does it play a role in
our salvation?

What understanding
is Satan concealing

about the Fourth
Commandment?
What if there was vital
information that we have
missed in the past?
What if you could take
what you know and vast-
ly increase your under-
standing?
What if this additional
understanding could
awaken a zeal for
proclaiming that infor-
mation?

There are individuals scat-
tered throughout this country
and around the world waiting
and hoping for something to
happen that would awaken
Sabbath keepers. This infor-
mation about the seventh day
could very well be that cata-
lyst! Those who truly yearn
and pray for God’s Kingdom to
come to this earth cannot truly
find peace until they are
activity involved in helping this
even to come to pass!

This meeting is strictly for
the purpose of sharing infor-
mation with those who care.

A TIME FOR ANSWERS
Speaker: Dr. Alfred Harrell
Location: Hillcrest Manor

406 McDonald St.
Big Sandy, Texas

Saturday, July 2, 2016
6:00–8:00 PM

More information:
501-259-9610

atimeforanswers@gmail.com

Dr. Alfred Harrell

More obituaries
Farmington, Mo., Arlene and Paul Bolerjack,
Columbia; and nieces, nephews, aunts, uncles,
cousins and many dear friends. ¶ Mac was a
lifelong learner with an inquisitive mind. He
graduated as valedictorian of his Qulin High
School class, attended Three Rivers College,
then graduated from Arkansas State at Jones-
boro and with honors from Ambassador Col-
lege, Big Sandy, Texas, in 1976, with a bach-
elor’s degree in liberal arts. ¶ He continued his
education with a master’s degree with an em-
phasis in communications from UT Tyler in 1990
with a 4.0 GPA and pursued doctoral studies at
Texas A&M Commerce. ¶ Mac was widely rec-

ognized as a distinguished and dedicated print
journalist. He served as editor of The Big Sandy
& Hawkins Journal, 1982-1986, before moving
on to become the editor of The Gilmer Mirror in
January 1992, a post from which he retired last
year. ¶ Mac was also distinguished internation-
ally as a noted expert on collectors’ knives, writ-
ing features and reviews for trade publications
for several decades. ¶ He also served as a
writer for In Transition and THE JOURNAL, two
periodicals that served the readership of the
Worldwide Church of God (and sister churches),
of which he was a member. ¶ Among many hob-
bies Mac was a history buff, particularly of the
Civil War and the Cherokee and Celtic nations.

He was also an avid dog lover. ¶ Mac was a
community-involved figure. Everyone thought
highly of him. He was known for being kind,
humble and generous. He is immensely missed
by family and friends. ¶ Mac was a rare seven-
year survivor of pancreatic cancer. In recent
years he battled other health challenges that led
to his rapid decline. ¶ In lieu of flowers, memori-
al donations may be sent to Upshur County
Hope House for Pets, P.O. Box 187, Gilmer,
Texas 75644, U.S.A., or The Clothes Closet of
the local FUMC, 105 N. Montgomery St., Gil-
mer, Texas 75644, U.S.A. Our dad admired and
respected both of these organizations and all
they gave back to the community.

Continued from page 5
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The Journal issue 182 contained an essay on
page 4 by Mr. Keith Slough titled “Jesus Is
the Forgotten Man in Our Old-Worldwide

Theology.”
In his essay he postulates the current version of

mainstream Christianity is actually the correct posi-
tion. That is, Jesus and Him crucified, is the central
point of the Christian gospel we should be preach-
ing to the world.

As you know, I’m no apologist for Herbert Arm-
strong. However, I do agree with much of what he
taught. On the issue of the content of the ‘gospel,’ I
agree with Mr. Armstrong.

In this ad, I don’t intend to prove what the
church already has concerning what the Gospel
should be. What I intend to point out is how easily
so many of you, the past members of the WCG, can
be led astray. In my opinion, this fault is due to the
lack of ability to think critically and see the logical
faults of any claim made.

A radio ad from about a year ago is a good exam-
ple of one of these fallacies. It starts with the sound
of breaking glass. The announcer says within five
minutes of a forced entry burglars can clean out
your house and be gone before the police arrive. He
then tells you it’s important to have their security
system protecting your property, implying they can
help prevent this.

When I put the script on paper, I hope it’s obvi-
ous where the logical disconnect is. Their goal
(argument) is to convince you to purchase their
service. And the ‘logical’ reason presented is that
your stuff could be taken within five minutes of a
break-in. This is a variation of the ‘Straw Man’ infor-
mal fallacy. (There are whole lists of these if you’re
interested.)

The speaker has tried to equate in your mind the
need for their service, based on a stated fact. The
logical flaw (fallacy) is that the fact he uses is in no
way related to the argument he is making: the
means to perpetrate this fallacy on the public is via
the emotions of having your house broken into.

In this example, they cited an accurate fact about
how quickly you can be wiped clean. Then they
connect this using the emotional setup at the entry
of the ad, and obfuscation (I cut out much of the
text to clarify the example) in an attempt to con-
vince you of the superiority of their argument when,
in reality, they have presented nothing to support
their argument. (I use the term ‘argument’ in the
sense of a point to be made by one side in a discus-
sion, not a controversy between differing opinions.)

Let’s analyze this critically. We know the thieves
will probably work faster than
the police can arrive. Since this is
clearly true, then how is any
alarm system going to stop the
theft? It can’t. The same goes for
the systems that let you look in
your home while you are gone.
Yes, it alerts you to a break-in. So
you can watch the bad guys carry
off your stuff. What good did
that do?

Sales are the most prevalent
medium in which you are being bombarded with
logical fallacies. Politics is the next. Unfortunately,
from the multitude of essays and articles I see in The
Journal it’s become a large problem in what’s left of
the old WCG.

Now consider the essay by Mr. Slough. His first
example is Acts 2:22-36. His conclusion of the intent
of Peter’s sermon is “This Jesus hath God raised up
. . . Therefore let all the house of Israel know as-
suredly, that God has made that same Jesus, whom
you have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

In the next paragraph, he asks the leading and
emotionally charged question “. . . Or has it substi-
tuted a different message for that of the apostles?”

As he has worded the question, the only answer

you can give is the WCG made a substitution, because
his question includes the implied demand that his
interpretation of the message Peter gave is the right
interpretation. This is where you have to stop and
use your mind, as opposed to letting him lead you
down the path he has laid out in his essay. Think
back. Did Herbert Armstrong ever say Jesus was not
the Christ? Absolutely never. Yet his questions subtly
lead your thought process in that direction.

Under the next heading, “The true empha-
sis,” second paragraph, he leads you fur-
ther down the path he wants you to fol-
low: “. . . What was Peter’s emphasis at
this time in the early church?” His
desire is that you will see Peter was
focused on Christ, and for you to
assume this was always the emphasis.

This is again a point you must
look back in your memory to veri-
fy what you were taught, not the
conclusion the author wants you
to jump to. In Acts 2, the church
was just starting. It is obvious
that Peter was focused on Jesus
and His fulfillment of the office
of Christ. Again, did Armstrong
ever teach in opposition to that?
Did Armstrong teach that, as the
church matured, the message changed to match
the level of maturity they have achieved (or not
achieved)?

Clearly, he did, and he also taught us our time for
milk (basic teachings concerning the sacrifice of
Christ and our faith in the same) was well past. He
admonished us we should be feeding on strong spir-
itual meat.

Next Keith goes to Ephesians 5:1. He correctly
tells us the word ‘followers’ means ‘imitators.’ He
then makes multiple logical jumps that are not valid
when the context is reviewed. Per Keith: “We are to
imitate God. Peter said God glorified His son Jesus.
So why didn’t we do that in the WCG?”

Keith has set up the two statements and one ques-
tion in this quote in a further attempt to lead your
thought process into the conclusion he wants you to
draw, which is that the WCG did not glorify Christ.

Sometimes examples are easier to understand.
Take this one: We know we are to imitate God. And
God told Gideon to kill all the children in Jericho
because the city was full of sinners. So why didn’t
the ministry in WCG tell us God wanted us to kill
all the children of the sinners in our neighborhoods?

Do you see how this can be cleverly used when

the statements aren’t so blatantly misused? The
flaw here is using verses that may apply in one con-
text, and inserting them into another context
where they don’t fit.

To further analyze this, the first statement he
makes is, “We are to imitate God” (Eph. 5:1). He
then paraphrases from Acts 2: “Peter said God glo-
rified His Son Jesus.”

These statements are both correct and accurate.
But they are from different contexts, and therefore
must be understood in the light of the context they
were lifted from. Without the context a verse is set
in, it’s impossible for the reader to know how to
understand that verse.

The context Eph. 5:1 refers to is Eph. 5:2: “And

walk in love as Christ also hath loved us and hath
given himself for us . . .” I’m not an expert in Greek
grammar, but I know enough about English gram-
mar to know the command Paul states in verse 1,
“Imitate God,” is clarified by information given in
verse 2 and after.

How often have you heard that all meats are
now clean to eat, based on Acts 10 and Peter’s
dream of God telling him to rise, kill and eat all
manner of animals? The people telling you that

may or may not be sincere in their belief. Either
way, they are leading you down a path
opposed to God’s plan, and they are misusing
God’s word to do it.

Next he references Peter again. From the
text it’s not clear where he’s quoting

from, but for your use, it’s
Acts 3. “The apostle Peter

then tells them God ‘shall
send Jesus Christ . . . And
it shall come to pass, that
every soul, which will not
hear that prophet [refer-

ring to Jesus], shall be
destroyed from among the

people’ (verses 19, 23, 26).
What was the apostle’s empha-

sis in this sermon?” Another
leading question, asked in an attempt

to lead the reader into agreement with his thesis.
However, if we actually read those verses, we find

in verse 19, Peter is telling them to repent, be con-
verted so their sins may be blotted out “when the
times of refreshing shall come from the presence of
the Lord; and He shall send Jesus Christ . . . Whom
the heaven must receive until the times of restitu-
tion of all things . . . Yea and all the prophets from
Samuel and those that follow after, as many as have
spoken, have likewise foretold of these days . . .”

So what was the central point of this sermon by
Peter? The coming Kingdom of God, ruled by
Christ, and the path they had to follow if they want-
ed in the family. Is this any different than what
Herbert Armstrong taught? Not one iota. Is it what
the world teaches about Christ and God? Only par-
tially; they do preach Christ is the only key to for-
giveness. But they leave out virtually everything
God has revealed about His Kingdom.

It would appear Mr. Slough would have you
believe the only thing we are to preach is the salva-
tion opened to us by Christ’s sacrifice. He goes to
great lengths to lead your thought process to this
conclusion. He tells us early in his essay as much.

This is why critical thinking
skills are so important.

We know Satan will enable the
antichrist with miraculous power
to perform signs and wonders; so
much so that if it were possible
the very elect would be deceived.
My fellow spiritual warriors, we
must learn to use the word of God
as the sharp and powerful two
edged sword it is. We must be able
to divide asunder Satan’s lies and

perversions from God’s truth.
Based on letters to the editor section of The

Journal #183, it is obvious some of our number have
fallen to the sword of the enemy, and are barely alive
spiritually, and some others have already succumbed.

Do not let clever ‘spin’ of God’s word snare you
into believing what the enemy wants you to
believe and act on. Look hard at what God’s word
actually says! Pay attention and guard against the
mental tricks skillfully used by some to lead your
thought process.

My advice to you; take a college level course on
logic. It will open your eyes to the sales tricks used
by the world, and by the ministry who seek to gath-
er a following to themselves.

Critical Thinking

Brought to you as a public service by Hawkeye Home Inspection Service. “We give you the truth”
www.HawkeyeInspectionService.com / bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

The straw-man fallacy is that the fact
the speaker uses is in no way related

to the argument he is making.
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www.TheWorldTomorrow.org / The Obedient Church of God / TO COG

Those members & Churches that incorporate Herbert’s errors into Doctrine, prove that they
are psychologically incapable of self-reliance to rule themselves properly.

To ALL members = YOU have been
brainwashed

to follow ministers and you do “not” follow God’s Bible BECAUSE “YOU” are

psychologically incapable of self-thought
and USING common sense

to follow God’s Bible, to obey God’s Bible, and to walk/obey as Jesus obeyed every jot.
One PROOF is: How stupid you are to work on God’s Holy Days, because a minister says to use an averaging calendar!

When with 1 click of your computer you can observe the correct day.

You have been brainwashed = to affect a person’s mind by using
extreme mental pressure or any other mind-affecting process, to follow men’s

ways and “not” to follow God’s ways. Romans 1:1
Editor’s Note: Herbert was used by God to restore18 things, but Herbert was not infallible
and Herbert still had many other errors that opposed God’s Bible, as PROVEN by the FACTS.

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).

The Obedient Church of God / P.O. Box 1278 / Omak, Washington, USA 98841

Yah told you to walk as he walked, NOT as Herbert or your minister walked. It is
foolish today to say Jesus used an averaging calendar because then you do not
have salvation because then Jesus broke His Father’s Torah Law.

Realize that there is “NO” averaging calendar in God’s Bible. Period. Again for clarity:
There is NO averaging calendar in God’s Bible. Period.
Do you still think you can invent one, disobey God’s Bible BY moving His Holy
Days, and live? Sin is Lawlessness [averaging calendars] 1Jn 5:3 Sin is trans-
gression of the Law. 1 Jn 3:4.
The companions of fools [DISobedient ministers] will be destroyed. Proverbs 13:20

WHO WOULD “NOT” ENTER HIS REST = MINISTERS
“YOU” WHO “DIS”OBEY. TITUS 1:16 IN “WORKS”
“YOU” DENY HIM = YOU “BEING” “DIS”obedient ministers to God’s
Bible words. Breaking My Covenant [moving My Holydays] Leviticus 26:14
YOU ministers and members ARE being “DIS”obedient to God’s Bible words
as proven by the FACTS.
God “WILL” execute Judgment on “your” un-Godly deeds, to Kill “YOU,” The
Disobedient.
Jesus “set the example” to follow, to walk “AS” He walked!!
Again for emphasis: Do you still want to average and work on His Holy Days!!
= Do you still think you can disobey Him and live?
Just “AS” God states that men [including ministers for ministers are men] claiming
to be wise [the most highly educated men], became fools for believing in falsehood:
“YOU” ministers have become FOOLS for believing in the FALSEHOOD OF AN
averaging calendar, when you could know/have/use God’s correct day with 1 click.
You have become fools. Therefore REPENT and use God’s ‘CORRECT” Holy Day.

Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. NLT
Claiming to be wise, they became fools. ESV

Because with 1 click they could know God’s “CORRECT” Holy Time!
Do you FEAR God yet? The beginning of Wisdom is the FEAR of God. Prov 1:7

Stop WORKING on God’s Holy Days, by using a phony averaging
calendar that Jesus did “NOT” use.

New Topic re God’s Sivan 5, 6, 7 2016 Pentecost
which just happens to fall on Sivan 7 Monday June 13

this year*(if Crescent is not seen on Iyar 29)
NO CHURCH CAN STATE THEY HAVE THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED IF
THEY “ALWAYS YEAR AFTER YEAR” HAVE A MONDAY OR SUNDAY
PENTECOST.
Mr. Armstrong and the Radio Church of God “NEVER” believed in a
Monday or Sunday Pentecost. THE FOUNDATION OF THE CHURCH IN
1934 was “NOT” a Monday or Sunday Pentecost!
The founding Radio Church of God counted Pentecost from the day
after the 1st Day of Unleavened Bread from 1934 to 1937. This is of
such vital importance that is must be stated again: God’s Founda-
tional 1934 Radio Church of God celebrated Pentecost on different
days of the Week each year, which means this is how God originally
set up the Radio Church of God (so that Pentecost would fall on dif-
ferent days of the week in different years). Mr. Armstrong himself
counted Pentecost from the day after the 1st Day of Unleavened
Bread, and “not” from the Saturday Sabbath, therefore: In the begin-
ning of the Church, Mr. Armstrong NEVER originally believed in a
Monday or Sunday Pentecost, and founded the 1934 Radio Church by
observing a SIVAN 6 PENTECOST, just as the Jews today celebrate!

THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED
The FAITH ONCE DELIVERED to Mr. Armstrong IN 1934 WAS that
Pentecost did “NOT” fall on a Monday or Sunday every year. That is
an “Historical Fact” that cannot be disputed. That means that since
God set up the 1934 Church without a Monday or Sunday Pentecost,
AND that obviously Pentecost “can” fall on “any” day of the week
during any particular year, just like Passover can.

Editor’s Note:

It is the Feast of “WEEKS” not the
Feast of Sabbaths. It is the Feast of 49

days = 7 “WEEKS” plus 1 day =
not the Feast of 7 Sabbaths.

Count 7 weeks, from the morrow after
the 1st Day of Unleavened Bread is

what God stated in His Bible. Most of
the translations have got it wrong

saying Sabbaths.
Editor’s Note: The count starts on the morrow after the 1st Day of
Unleavened Bread = NOT the weekly Sabbath. So you start counting
after the 1st day of Unleavened Bread, not the weekly Sabbath,
because you would be starving for up to 6 days because you could
not eat the new grain “IF” you had to wait until the weekly Sabbath
arrived to wave the Wavesheaf for you could not eat the new grain
until “after” the Wavesheaf was waved by the priest.
Editor’s Note: The 2 Wavesheafs represent the “2” groups of 144,000, presented
to the Father by Yeshua our High Priest. (The High Priest does not wave himself,
he waves us/presents us before the Father as the Firstfruits.)

Here are 2 correct Translations:
GOD’S WORD® Translation until the day after the seventh week. This is a total
of fifty days. Then bring a new grain offering to the LORD.
Douay-Rheims Bible Even unto the morrow after the seventh week be expired,
that is to say, fifty days, and so you shall offer a new sacrifice to the Lord.

You are “NOT” to count 7 Sabbaths,
or else you are DISobeying God!

For it is the Feast of “Weeks”.
★ ★ ★

Gestalt for you to understand:
This writer interjects that just as the Firstfruit grain ripens

at different times in different years, so do the Spiritual Firstfruits
ripen at different speeds. This parallel is vital because it also

reflects that we should not judge each other, as Christians
ripen at different speeds, and we are not all locked in to ripen as

Firstfruits on Monday or Sunday every year.

★ ★ ★

NO CHURCH CAN STATE THEY HAVE THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED IF
THEY “ALWAYS” HAVE A MONDAY OR SUNDAY PENTECOST

It is lying, and at the least disingenuous, for any group to say that
they have and follow “ONLY” the faith ONCE DELIVERED from 1934 if
they “ALWAYS” have a Monday OR Sunday Pentecost. This again is
because God did “NOT” set up His Church with a Monday or Sunday
Pentecost in 1934.
On the contrary, “if” any church wants to state that they only follow
and obey the FAITH ONCE DELIVERED, then that church MUST change
from their “false” Monday or Sunday Pentecost. It is that simple
because you cannot say God began His Church perfectly, in 1934, and
then REJECT the very teaching of the Church in 1934! You cannot have
your 1934 credibility cake and then eat it too, by changing the 1934
Church of God Doctrine upon which the church was founded.

If Herbert was listening to God: HOW could
Herbert have 3 different times

for Pentecost =
1934 Sivan 6 / 1937 Monday / 1972 Sunday.

Wake up and follow God’s Bible Pentecost of Sivan 6 and not
Herbert’s confusion.

People who state one thing and “do another” are classified as liars,
or hypocrites—or to be politically correct: At the least “disin-
genuous,” and “misleading” Christians as to the truth, and are not to
be trusted or followed, because they are a self-fulfilling prophecy of
being deceitful.
This unfortunately includes “all” offshoot groups that have a Monday
or Sunday Pentecost.
They cannot say that they have the “Faith Once Delivered” if they
“always” have a Monday/Sunday Pentecost, because Mr. Armstrong,
in 1934, kept and observed Sivan 6, counting from the day after the
1st Day of Unleavened Bread, and so did the apostle Paul, who never
heard of a “Monday” Pentecost and would have rejected the
“Sunday” Pentecost because he was a Pharisee, not a Sadducee.

For the full Article on the
BIBLICAL PROOF of God’s Sivan 6

Pentecost click here>
http://1stcenturychristian.com/Pentecost.pdf

WE CAN HELP YOU:

FOLLOW “EVERY JOT” THAT WE TEACH YOU,
AND “THEN” YESHUA/CHRIST JESUS CAN FREE YOU.

YOU ARE ALL JUST “PRISONERS” HERE OF YOUR
OWN DEVICE OF YOUR AVERAGING CALENDAR

AND YOUR SUNDAY/MONDAY “FIXED”
PENTECOST, BY “YOUR” NOT FOLLOWING GOD’S
COMMANDED WAYS OF CRESCENT MOONS EZEKIEL
46:3, YOU WORK ON GOD’S HOLY DAYS. THEREFORE

YOU ARE A “PRISONER” OF SATAN, BY YOUR
OWN DEVICE/THOUGHT. BUT WE TO COG CAN

FREE YOU! WILL YOU WANT TO BE FREED?
====================================================

TO COG (The Obedient Church of God) is the “ONLY”
COG that follows EVERY “JOT/Word” of Yeshua/Christ, as
proven by the FACTS.
“Because thou hast KEPT the word of my patience, I ALSO WILL KEEP THEE FROM
THE HOUR OF TEMPTATION [TRIBULATION] WHICH SHALL COME UPON ALL THE
WORLD, TO TRY THEM THAT DWELL ON THE EARTH!” Rev. 3:10

Will “YOU” also only follow only what is written in God’s Bible = NO averaging
calendar, and NO fixed Monday/Sunday Pentecost. Obey God not men.
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God
rather than men. Acts 5:29 = You must follow ONLY what is written in God’s Holy
Word/Bible, or perish!

We “ARE” RESTORING ALL THINGS.
TO COG is the “Only” Church that is:

“CONTINUING” Mr. Armstrong’s Work of RESTORING All Things
All other churches are stuck in 1972 and refuse to Grow in Knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18

Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!
answers@theworldtomorrow.org

Passover Information Video, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4
http://1stcenturychristian.com/TakingBack.html

Singing that: This is People who will NOT be slaves again >
Lawrence Albert Nowell
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Rushing God
The world today is in a big rush. Hurry. Hurry. Go. Go. No time.
Want it now.

Such a condition should bring to mind Daniel 12:4—“O Daniel,
shut up the words and seal the book, even until the Time of The
End (when) many shall run to and fro.”

Are we living today in Daniel’s long ago, prophesied End Time?
It is likely. Every new day sees a steady increase and intensity of
humanity running to and fro.

But we humans seem always to have been in a hurry for one
thing or another. Mother Eve was in a hurry. She and Adam had
been told not to touch one particular tree in the Garden. Along
came the Serpent and suggested that God was hiding informa-
tion from them. Eve should eat fruit from the tree so her eyes
could be opened. Then she and Adam could be like gods know-
ing good and evil (Genesis 3:1-6).

That was a tantalizing suggestion—actually it was more a twist-
ed implication from Satan that they could be just like God.

Then there was Eve’s desire to be ‘wise’—to know stuff—
something she also found difficult to resist.

Too bad Eve was not aware The Lord God was/is unique. There
was/are no others besides Him, nor can there be (Isaiah 45:5,
18). Had Eve known these things, it might have made a differ-
ence in the outcome. But that situation has no answer now.

All there is today is Bible history of what happened. Eve want-
ed what Eve wanted, something still evident today in people.
Some think they can be, or will be, like God. But the idea ignores
multiple scriptures that say it is not possible. People want what
they want, never mind facts and/or common sense are overrid-
den. Satan’s lie has been one of the devil’s most persistent and
well received.

Abram was 75 years old when he and nephew, Lot, departed from
Haran to a new place God would show them (Genesis 12:1-4).
After arriving, they separated themselves to avoid any conflicts
because both had large flocks of animals (Genesis 13:5-11).

Once Lot went his way, God spoke to Abram in a vision, saying:
“Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you stand
northward, southward, eastward and westward. All the land
which you see, to you I give it and to your seed forever. Your
seed (shall be) as the dust of the earth, so that if a man could
number the dust of the earth, then shall your seed also be num-
bered” (Genesis 13:14-16).

Some time later Abram called upon The Lord, saying: “Lord God,
I go childless. You have given me no seed.” The Lord answered:
“He that shall come forth out of your own bowels shall be your
heir” (Genesis 15:1-4).

Ten years went by and Abram’s wife, Sarai, still had not borne

any children (Genesis 16:3). While The Lord told Abram that his
seed would grow to be vast in number, God didn’t say when
Sarai would conceive, or if she would at all. What The Lord said
was a male child would come from Abram’s bowels.

Likely Abram and Sarai thought the birth of their son would
occur soon after God had promised. But, again, time rolled on
and Sarai had become too old (Genesis 18:11).

Sarai had a handmaid, an Egyptian whose name was Hagar. Sarai
told Abram that God had restrained her from bearing children. He
should take Hagar that “it may be I obtain children by her.”

Abram hearkened to the voice of Sarai. He took Hagar to be his
wife, and she conceived. When Hagar saw she had conceived,
she despised Sarai her mistress (Genesis 16:4). Abram was 86
years old when Hagar bore him a son. Abram named the boy,
Ishmael (Genesis 16:14-15).

Apparently neither Abram nor Sarai knew it was Sarai, not
Hagar, who would give birth to the progenitor of a future New
Covenant God would offer to humanity. The covenant would be
spiritual life. However it would be more than 1,000 years before
it would be offered through their descendant.

The Lord appeared to Abram when he was 99 years old. “I am
The Almighty God. Walk before Me and be you perfect. I will
make My covenant between Me and you. You shall be a father
of many nations. Neither shall your name any more be Abram,
but shall be Abraham. I will make you exceeding fruitful.

“As for Sarai your wife, no longer call her name, Sarai. Sarah
shall her name be. I will bless her and give you a son also from
her. She shall be a mother of nations. Kings of people shall be
of her” (Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16).

True to God’s statement, Abraham’s seed eventually has num-
bered like the dust, both through Ishmael whom God blessed
and multiplied exceedingly, and through Isaac, Sarah’s son, from
whom the 12 Tribes of the Children of Israel would descend and
spread throughout the world (Genesis 17:20).

One of the lessons from this story of Abram and Sarai is that no
matter the circumstance, a promise from God is sure. However,
from the perspective of most people, God usually takes too long
to act. But that is humanity again—in a hurry. God rarely is. No
one knows the specifics of how and why God does things, or
when circumstances are correct for bringing about the fulfilling
of a promise. Another lesson in the story is people need to
develop trust and faith and patience when it comes to God.
People will continue to try, but God will not be rushed.

At times what someone wants is not what God provides. The
Children of Israel were in hard bondage in Egypt 400 years
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Rushing God

(Genesis 15:13). They ‘cried’ to The Lord because of that bondage
(Exodus 2:23). All they wanted was for Pharaoh to get off their
backs. Leave them alone. They were happy with their onion, leek
and melon gardens (Numbers 11:5). They did not want to leave
Egypt, only just not be in slavery (Numbers 14:1-4).

God had other plans for them, and 430 years after they first
entered Egypt, He secured freedom for them (Exodus 12:41).

Then, only three days after leaving Egypt, the people were com-
plaining about God’s plan to provide them with a land flowing
with milk and honey. All they saw around them was a wilder-
ness (Exodus 14:11). It wasn’t what they had pictured in their
minds. Where was this milk and honey? Getting to the Land was
not happening in the time they expected it to take.

The lesson in the story of the Israelites leaving Egypt is God
wants people to trust Him, trust He knows what is best, trust He
has their best interests in mind. The Israelites either did not
understand that, or didn’t care. ‘Trust’ was foreign to them. All
they wanted was things to go their way and fit their schedule.

King Saul of ancient Israel is another who seemed always not
able to wait. Samuel the prophet was supposed to entreat The
Lord with a sacrifice because Saul had gotten Israel into a fight
with a large garrison of Philistines composed of 30,000 chariots
and 6,000 horsemen (1 Samuel 13:8-12). The Philistines num-
bered as the sand on the seashore in multitude. A frightening
situation for Israel.

But Samuel had been absent for seven days and was nowhere to
be found. Saul was worried about the coming battle. Had Samuel
forgotten? Saul could not wait and made the sacrifice himself.

Saul might have been the king, but only those from the tribe of
Levi were permitted to make sacrifices. It was Samuel’s respon-
sibility not Saul’s. He was from the tribe of Benjamin.

While Saul didn’t rush God, per se, his example of not waiting
and stepping in where he didn’t belong is worth noting. His
haste violated God’s rule. It also showed a lack of trust in God’s
prophet, and thus God. Saul’s disobedience to the word of God
brought him into question as to trustworthiness.

Samuel finally did arrive. He told Saul that since he had reject-
ed the word of The Lord, The Lord had rejected Saul’s ‘house’
over Israel (1 Samuel 13:13 / 15:26). This incident occurred only
two years into Saul’s 40-year reign as king (1 Samuel 13:1 / Acts
13:21). Saul was off to a shaky start.

Saul also failed to follow God’s direct instructions several more
times during the ensuing years. The last thing he failed at
occurred near the end of his 40 years. He had been told to
destroy everything that belonged to the Amalekites. Those peo-
ple had troubled the Children of Israel during their journey from

Egypt to the Promised Land. God remembered their evilness.
Saul had been instructed to eliminate everything that pertained
to them (1 Samuel 15:2-3).

But Saul saved alive the Amalekite king and a large number of
herd animals (1 Samuel 15:19-21, 23). After that, no matter
how much Samuel prayed for Saul, it did no good. God finally
ordered Samuel to stop praying for Saul (1 Samuel 16:1).

The lesson is this. When an individual rejects what God says,
they run the risk of becoming rejected by God. As Samuel told
Saul: “Has The Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sac-
rifices as in obeying His voice? To obey is better than sacrifice,
to hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.”

Saul admitted he had transgressed the commandment of The Lord
after Samuel’s admonishment. But then Saul gave his reason for
doing so. It was not acceptable because Saul said he had feared
the people and obeyed their voice (1 Samuel 15:22-24). The les-
son: Listening to what people say, when what they say is contrary
to what God says, places them before God. That is idolatry!

Jesus rehearsed with his disciples some events which would
occur during the Last Days at the time of The End (Matthew
24:4-12). He told them to watch carefully so as not to be
deceived. Over time many would come in his name, he said, cor-
rectly saying he was The Christ, but they would deceive many
also because of twisting the meanings of other words. Christ
gave a timeless warning to which few people today heed.

Also, said Jesus, there would be wars and rumors of wars in the
Last Days. “See that you be not troubled. All these things must
come to pass, but The End is not yet. There shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes in divers places.”

Some of the things Jesus mentioned as signs of the End were/are
not new. This planet always has experienced earthquakes. There
have been wars between people from the beginning—Cain
killed Abel. Hunger and sickness have been common. What Jesus
was saying was the signs would become considerably more
severe as the Last Days approached. And the footnote? The signs
mentioned would be only the beginnings of sorrows.

Other signs that were mentioned: Iniquity would increase and
hatred for the name of Christ would grow. The abomination of
desolation spoken of by Daniel the prophet finally would ‘stand’
in the holy place followed by the establishment of a ‘beastly’
kingdom under control of none other than Satan himself.

That Beast would focus on controlling everyone and everything.
And when it was not able, destroying everyone and everything that
resisted it. Said Jesus, there would be great tribulation as never
had been since the beginning of the world. Life on earth would be
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Rushing God

as it was in the days of Noah before the Flood when the wicked-
ness of Man was so great every imagination of the thoughts of
humanity was only evil continually (Genesis 6:5). Such great evil-
ness shall rear its ugly head once again before Jesus returns.

Christ’s disciples were always looking toward the establishment
of God’s Kingdom. They, too, were in a hurry. The apostle Paul
recorded in Acts 1 that after Jesus was resurrected he present-
ed himself alive to the disciples over a period of 40 days giving
many proofs and teaching about God’s Kingdom.

He told them to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father,
which, Jesus said: “You heard from me. John baptized with water,
but before many days you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.”
The disciples were told to wait. Have patience. Don’t be in a hurry.

And, how did the disciples respond? “Lord, will you at this time
restore the kingdom to Israel?”

Jesus had to tell them it was not for them to know times or sea-
sons which the Father had fixed by His own authority. Not even
the angels in heaven knew the time.

It is understandable why the disciples seemed in a hurry. The
Roman occupation was not an easy thing to endure. And estab-
lishment of God’s Kingdom meant they could rule. Jesus previ-
ously said they who followed him, in the regeneration, when he
sat on the throne of his glory, would sit upon 12 thrones judg-
ing the 12 tribes of Israel (Matthew 19:28).

Many years later the apostle Peter wrote a second epistle for circu-
lation to God’s people. Peter encouraged all to be steadfast in the
faith, to remember the words spoken by the prophets and guidance
given by the apostles (2 Peter 3:1-4). “Be steadfast,” wrote Peter.
Don’t be in a hurry. God will get it done when it is time. Peter’s epis-
tle was written nearly 2,000 years ago. It still is not time.

Peter also provided a major sign of the coming End. “There shall
come in the Last Days scoffers walking after their own lusts, say-
ing: ‘Where is the promise of his coming? For since the fathers
fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
of the creation.’ ”

Scoffers even 2,000 years ago trying to rush God.

Martin Luther was a Roman Catholic Priest. In 1517 he was at
odds with the Church. As far as he was concerned, the Church
had become corrupted to the point he believed it the Fourth
Beast the Bible describes as “dreadful, terrible and exceedingly
strong having great iron teeth which would devour and break
the entire world into pieces” (Daniel 7 / Revelation 13).

Luther broke away in protest forming the Lutheran Church and
fully expecting the Great Tribulation to soon begin. He didn’t
wish to be found associated with the ‘beastly’ Catholic abusers
of humanity when Christ returned. Luther had some things cor-

rect, but obviously the timing of Christ’s return had been accel-
erated a bit too much.

The old Worldwide Church of God published a booklet in 1956
titled: 1975 In Prophecy. It warned of upcoming nuclear war
and subsequent enslavement of Mankind. Jesus Christ was pro-
claimed as returning soon and some dates were set. God did
not agree with the author’s timing.

Were you around for Y2K? Many people got caught up in the
fear all computers and date-controlled electronic devices would
cease to function January 1 when the 21st Century began. Some
church groups began proclaiming The End of civilization, if not
the end of all Mankind. Others were preaching Jesus poised to
swoop down from heaven. Many dutifully pushed panic buttons.

Not everyone panicked. Those who did not knew what the Bible
said. They knew the timing for Christ’s return was not yet. They
recognized those proclaiming January 1, 2000, as The End were
false prophets.

A large religious group today teaches Jesus already has
returned. He came back in 1874, they say. Then, in 1914, full
establishment of God’s Kingdom on the earth occurred. When
challenged with the scripture that says: “all eyes will see Christ’s
return” they are caught in their hurrying-up error.

A few years ago the leader of a religious group in California set
the date for Christ’s return. Followers sold properties and posses-
sions, turned in the proceeds, and waited. That date came, and
went. Unbelievably, the man set another date for a short time
later. Again, people listened to him and experienced financial loss.

The comments which follow have been heard recently concern-
ing Christ’s return. They have not been made up. Can you add
others that have been said to you?

Jesus is coming soon because the Pope has spoken to the
United Nations.

Jesus is coming soon because the planets are aligning in Space.

Jesus is coming soon because U.S. president, Obama, is The Beast.

Jesus is coming soon because there is a big computer in Belgium.

Jesus is coming soon because people are being cloned.

Nowhere in the Bible are such things mentioned as signs of
Christ’s return.

Undoubtedly there always will be people trying to rush God. The
signs given in Matthew 24:3-39, Mark 13:3-26, Luke 21:8-26
provide the basics. The events Scripture outlines first must occur
before Jesus will return. If someone speaks contrary to these,
Jesus said, that individual should be avoided.

Watch, therefore, for you do not know in what hour your lord
is coming.
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Longtime Journal contributing writer diesNotes and quotes

40-year reunion of
AC Class of ’76

HAWKINS, Texas—The Big
Sandy Ambassador College
class of 1976 is planning a 40-

year reunion
in Estes
Park, Colo.

The gath-
ering will be
a follow-up of
two previous
reunions, in
2006 and
2011.

“A wonder-
ful thing hap-
pened in

Colorado 10 years ago this sum-
mer,” wrote Angie Kelley of
Hawkins. “Here we are again
exactly, to the date, 10 years
later knee deep into the plans for
our 40-year Ambassador College
Reunion, back in Colorado!”

The date is set for the week-
end of Aug. 19-21, 2016, at
Rocky Mountain Park Inn in
Estes Park.

To register and for more infor-
mation, write Mrs. Kelley at
n55154@aol.com or see the
Facebook pages “Ambassador
College Big Sandy Class of ’76”
and “Ambassador College Big
Sandy Class of ’76 Reunion.”

Or write Mrs. Kelley at 294
Private Rd. 7904, Hawkins,
Texas 75765, U.S.A. Or phone
her at (903) 769-2750.

Organizer are Scott and
Connie Ashley, Paula Jo Crim
Frazee, Mark Gully, Mike Hale,
Jennifer Agee Halprin, Tony Hill,
Angie Mohler Kelley and Jolinda
Jenkins Schreiber.

Read about plans for another
AC reunion, of all three cam-
puses in the U.K. and U.S.A., in
Las Vegas, Nev., in 2017, on
page 1 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.

Dying for God’s sake

GRANDVIEW, Mo.—A former
Worldwide Church of God mem-
ber announced she has a new
blog, “Dying for God’s Sake.”

“I’m a former WCG member,
and my family joined the Radio
Church of God ca. 1959 when I
was 4 years old,” Kathleen
Kakacek wrote to THE JOURNAL.

“I left in 1995, happy enough
about the changes but needing
to find a new congregation.”

One of Ms. Kakacek’s con-
cerns was the old WCG’s heal-

ing doctrine.
“I took my

children to
doctors
when they
were sick
but always
felt the
weight of the
church’s
teaching that
it was a

second-best thing to do in
God’s eyes.

“Today I’m convinced that it
was always the right thing to do,
but other parents, and not just
those in our fellowship, weren’t
always so lucky.”

Ms. Kakacek’s blog is
designed to provide “an online
place for parents of any reli-
gious background who wish to
provide competent medical care
for their children, or themselves,
one where they can find sup-
port and education that they
may not find in their religious
communities.”

See the blog at
dyingforgod.com. Write
Kathleen Kakacek at 13015
Crystal Ave., Grandview, Mo.
64030, U.S.A., or phone her at
(208) 709-7134.

Natural affection is naturally comforting

Angie Kelley

The writer and his wife, Linda, are
publishers of THE JOURNAL.

By Dixon Cartwright

LONGVIEW, Texas—James Mc-
Collum “Mac” Overton, a
longtime Church of God

member, 1976 Ambassador Col-
lege graduate and writer of many
articles that have appeared in
THE JOURNAL, died June 5, 2016,
in a Longview hospital.

Mr. Overton, 66, was a close
friend of Dixon and Linda Cart-
wright, who publish THE JOUR-
NAL.

He had been in declining health
for several years, including sur-
viving pancreatic cancer seven
years ago that was either cured
or went into remission. He was
also a diabetic.

Rehab program
Recently he was diagnosed with

congestive heart failure and had
embarked on a rehabilitation regimen
at a nursing home in Gilmer, Texas.

A nursing-home employee found
Mr. Overton unconscious and unre-
sponsive June 1 and called an
ambulance, which transported
him to Longview Regional
Medical Center.

Doctors at first assumed he
had had either a major stroke
or a blood clot that had moved
to his brain, either of which
would have caused major
brain damage. However, tests re-
vealed there had been no stroke or
blood clot.

Doctors ultimately decided he had
probably had a severe case of low
blood sugar related to his diabetes.
Extremely low blood sugar, they said,
can cause brain damage.

Mr. Overton never woke up in the
hospital. At the time of his passing, his
daughters were making plans to have

him moved to a hospice facility.

Mac history
Mac Overton was for many years

editor of The Gilmer Mirror, a weekly

(and sometimes biweekly) newspaper
based in the seat of Upshur County.

Earlier he had edited The Big Sandy
& Hawkins Journal, another local
weekly, and in the 1970s served on the
staff of The Worldwide News, the World-
wide Church of God’s every-other-

week newspaper for church members.
He also served as an editor and

writer for In Transition, the church
newspaper founded and published by
John Robinson from 1995 to 1997.

Over the years he wrote many arti-
cles for THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD. The latest, a hu-
morous opinion piece, appeared in
issue No. 182, dated March 31, 2016,
and was headlined “To Keep From

Starving, Okay to Eat Snakes?”
Mr. Overton was an avid reader,

conversationalist and amateur phi-
losopher and noted expert on knives,
having written many articles about

sharp objects for knife
magazines.

At the time of his
death Mr. Overton was
writing another article
for this newspaper. THE
JOURNAL hopes to pub-
lish it in a future issue.

Surviving Mr. Overton
Mr. Overton was a

member of the Church
of God Big Sandy (Tex-
as) and Christian Bibli-
cal Church of God (Hol-
lister, Calif.).

He is survived by
four daughters and their

husbands: Janice and James Freeman
of Palestine, Texas, Meagan and A.J.
Dean of Rosenberg, Texas, Debbie
and Brandon Smith of Melissa, Tex-
as, Rachel Overton, also of Melissa,
and six grandchildren: Jonathan Free-
man, Jason Dean, Annabelle Dean,

Zachary Smith, Avery Smith
and Ava Day.

Survivors also include Mr.
Overton’s mother, Anna Camp-
bell, Qulin, Mo., brothers
B.J. (Karon) Campbell, also
of Qulin, and Fred (Cheryl)
Overton of Columbia, Mo.;
sisters Katheia (Ed) Corrigan,

Cape Girardeau, Mo., Sherry (Sam)
Swan, Tennessee, Stephanie Camp-
bell, Missouri, and Arlene (Paul)
Bolerjack, also of Columbia; and
nieces and nephews.

A memorial service for Mr. Over-
ton is planned for June 26 in the build-
ing owned by the Church of God Big
Sandy.

See Mr. Overton’s obituary on page
5 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

Mac Overton served as a
writer for In Transition, the

church newspaper published
by John Robinson, 1995–97.

Are doctrine interpretations always accurate?

Kathleen Kakacek

Mac Overton in 2009 Mac Overton in 2015

Are you multiplying the talents
God has given you? Or are you bury-
ing your talents?

Are you serving Christ by serving
the least of the brethren? (Or are you
using authority to stomp the life out of
the little ones?)

The purpose of studying prophecy is
to influence you to get closer to God.

The purpose of studying prophecy
is to influence you to repent.

The purpose of studying prophecy
is to help you in your prac-
tical Christian walk.

Servant leadership
I listed an unhealthy

characteristic as “authori-
tarian church government
that does not allow dis-
sent,” and my second point was: Do
you understand servant leadership?

Some of the scriptures I read were
Matthew 20:25-26, 2 Corinthians 1:24
and 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15.

The writing of 2 Thessalonians is
interesting because many church lead-
ers have misinterpreted these verses in
an apparent effort to control the flock.

Many church leaders have said: 2
Thessalonians 3:6 shows that church
leaders have the authority to disfellow-
ship people who walk disorderly. (Of
course, the church leaders subjectively
define the phrase walk disorderly.)

Yet 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 says:
Believers should take note of people
(leaders or otherwise) who try to
make merchandise of the flock.

Interestingly, this section is not
about church leaders disfellowshipping
people who do not agree with them.

This section is about believers tak-
ing note of people (including leaders)
who place too much emphasis on
money. Hm.

I asked the audience the following
questions:

Are you inclined to want leaders
to exercise dominion and authority
over you?

Are you inclined to exercise
dominion and authority over other
people?

Do you freak out when someone
in your congregation gives a different
doctrinal view from yours?

Are you strong enough to handle
different views?

Then I quoted Romans 14:1 from
the King James Version: Receive those

who are weak in the faith, but not to
doubtful disputations.

To drive home the point, I read the
same verse from three other translations.

From the Moffatt: Welcome a
man of weak faith, but not to pass
judgment upon his scruples.

From the Revised Standard: As
for the man who is weak in faith, wel-
come him, but not for disputes over
opinions.

From the American Standard:
Now accept the one who is weak in
faith, but not for the purpose of pass-
ing judgment on his opinions.

A mature congregation understands
that people have different opinions.
Unhealthy leadership will wield the
fear of heavy-handed authority to squash
varying opinions.

However, healthy leadership will
create an environment and atmosphere
in which differences in a congregation
are as normal as differences in a
healthy marriage. A healthy congrega-
tion, like a healthy marriage, is built
on common goals, a commitment to

work together and the love of God.

Where is the church?
I listed an unhealthy characteristic

as “exclusivism and isolation,” and
my third point was: Do you know
where the church is?

I asked the audience: Do you real-
ize that believers are spiritually con-
nected to other believers (and not to
religious systems)?

Some of the scriptures I read were
Romans 8:11-17, 1 Corinthians 3:16-

17, Mark 7:7-13, Mark
9:38-40, John 10:16 and 2
Timothy 2:19.

At the conclusion of this
third point and consequently
the conclusion of the sermon,
I read the following poem:

__________

I was shocked, confused, bewildered
As I entered the Kingdom’s door.
Not by the beauty of it all,
Nor the lights of its decor.

But it was the folks in the Kingdom
Who made me sputter and gasp—
The thieves, the liars, the sinners,
The alcoholics, the trash.

There stood the kid from seventh grade
Who swiped my lunch money twice.
Next to him was my old neighbor,
Who never said anything nice.

Stan, who I always thought
Was awaiting the fire of hell,
Was sitting pretty on a throne
Looking incredibly well.

I nudged Jesus, “What’s the deal?
I would love to hear Your take.
How’d all these sinners get here?
God must have made a mistake.

“And why is everyone so quiet?
Would you please give me a clue?”
Jesus replied: “They’re all in shock.
No one thought they’d ever see you.”

There stood the kid from 
seventh grade who swiped

my lunch money twice.
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recover given time, but the disintegra-
tion of family causes the destruction of
the human ability to formulate relation-
ships with other people, ultimately los-
ing self-identity and losing sight of God.

The above reference to Malachi 4:6
is not intended to be rocket science or
deep prophetic insight. It is simply
common sense.

Merciless children
By broken homes and divorce we

damage how we think and relate and re-
spond to others. We make ourselves and
our children hard, cold, selfish, inde-
pendent, unforgiving and merciless.

People do survive well into adult-
hood by investing their energies in
pursuits of all sorts, such as careers,
money, goods and causes. But their
ability to form spontaneous relation-
ships with natural affection and con-
tentment is stunted.

Healthy relationships then tend to

be replaced by the only tools for ful-
fillment left to us, such as sex, domi-
nance, control, manipulation, ven-
geance, punishment.

Unity comes to people who talk a
lot to each other. Quoting again from
the Bible, Malachi 3:16 says, “Then
those who feared the LORD spoke to
one another, and the LORD listened
and heard them.”

Natural affection comes to people
who are fond of each other, accepting
human differences, addressing con-
flict with understanding and comfort.

The importance of being comforted
As an essential part of natural af-

fection, in the concluding excerpt of
this series we will look at the issue of
comfort itself and consider how we
may give each other comfort and why
it is so important.

My book, Comfort My People, Saith
your God, is available from Amazon
in paperback and on Kindle.
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