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CG7 elder and evangelist
Kiesz gives church history
The author was a member and
evangelist of the Church of God (7th
Day) currently based in Denver, Colo.
That is the Church of God (7th Day)
that in Herbert Armstrong’s early lifetime was based in Stanberry, Mo.
Elder Kiesz has appeared in THE
JOURNAL’s pages before, most recently
issue No. 164, dated July 31, 2014.
That issue included four articles about
Mr. Kiesz and his wife, Katherine,
including “Friends and Fellow Ministers Recall the Kiesz and Armstrong
Personalities and Ministries.”
THE JOURNAL’s publisher recently
discovered the following article by
Elder Kiesz, who died in 1993 at age
90, on a computer’s hard drive. The file
was last accessed in 1996 and has not
appeared in THE JOURNAL until now. It
is lightly edited for newspaper style.
By John Kiesz
ANON CITY, Colo.—The history of the Church of God organization, as we know it in the
20th century, seems hard to trace
accurately as to its origin.
But, if we look into articles and letters still available to us that have been
published in The Review and Herald
(a Seventh-day Adventist paper), the
Home of Israel (a Church of God paper) and a few references from the
Seventh Day Baptist publications,
etc., we may draw some conclusions
regarding our faith and heritage.
Sabbath-keepers in America can be
traced to early colonial days. It is evi-

C

dent that there were seventh-day observers among those who landed on
the American shores when they
arrived on the Mayflower in 1620.
Local congregations developed in
several of the New England states, in
some of the Eastern, Southern and
later even in the
Midwestern
States, as time
rolled on.
Plymouth Rock
All who are
familiar with
American history remember that
John Kiesz
in A.D. 1620 the
Puritans, or Pilgrims, landed at Plymouth Rock, coming to the New World
primarily to escape religious persecution that prevailed in Europe.
The Puritans had zealously endeavored to purify the Church of England,
and the result was that those who felt
they could not remain with the established church went afterwards by such
names as Non-Conformists and Separatists.
Were there really any Sabbatarians
on the Mayflower, which brought the
Pilgrims to America? The evidence
seems to be in favor of their presence
in the Plymouth Colony.
In the month of December 1934
Hugh Sprague, editor of The St.
Joseph Gazette (Missouri) wrote an
See SABBATH, page 4

Can the virgin birth be the
mother of all heresies?
The writer is a researcher of
Bible-related topics, author and former university professor who attended Ambassador College in the
late 1950s.
A Sabbatarian Christian, Mr.
Rude until his retirement was employed as a linguist by the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Nation and worked with other American Indian tribes.
Readers might have noticed that
sometimes THE JOURNAL prints controversial opinions by Bible scholars
and others. Readers are always invited to react to writers’ opinions by
sending letters to the editor.
THE JOURNAL published details of
Ken Westby’s unusual approach to
the virgin-birth doctrine, different
from Mr. Rude’s, in issue No. 154,
dated Aug. 31, 2013.
By Noel Rude
COTTSBURG, Ore.—In this
essay I endeavor to demonstrate
that the doctrine of the virgin
birth is the mother of all heresies. But
first some background.
Thus says Abraham to God (Genesis 15:3), “Behold, to me thou hast
given no seed: and, lo, one born in
my house is mine heir.”
Abraham spoke of Eliezer, the
steward of his house. Would God
accept him as Abraham’s heir? God
answered (next verse), “This shall
not be thine heir; but he that shall

S

It’s about time
to make plans
for Feast 2016

come forth out of thine own bowels
shall be thine heir.”
The same Hebrew expression occurs in 2 Samuel 7:12 regarding
David:
“And when thy days be fulfilled,
and thou shalt sleep with thy fathers,
I will set up thy seed after thee,
which shall proceed out of thy bowels, and I will
establish his
kingdom.”
His seed are
sons (1 Chronicles 17:11):
“And it shall
come to pass,
when thy days
be expired, that
thou must go
to be with thy
Noel Rude
fathers, that I
will raise up thy seed after thee,
which shall be of thy sons; and I will
establish his kingdom.”
There is also Psalm 132:11: “The
LORD hath sworn in truth unto
David; he will not turn from it; of
the fruit of thy body will I set upon
thy throne.”
Peter refers to this verse in his Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:30): “Therefore being a prophet, and knowing
that God had sworn with an oath to
him, that of the fruit of his loins,
according to the flesh, he would raise
up Christ to sit on his throne . . .”
See ROAD TO TRINITY, page 14

A
Te n t i n g t o n i g h t o n
the old campground
1935 TENT MEETING—Herbert W. Armstrong and his friend John Kiesz, when
both were members of the Church of God (7th Day), participated in and organized tent
meetings like this one in 1935 shown in Mr. Armstrong’s autobiography. See the articles
beginning on pages 1 and 4 of this issue of THE JOURNAL for Elder Kiesz’s history of the
CG7 beginning in 1843 and his remembrances of Mr. Armstrong. [Courtesy photo]

s mentioned last issue in
this space, it’s not too early
to begin announcing your
Feast of Tabernacles site. A common mistake is waiting until the
last minute when potential Feastgoers may have already made their
plans of where to attend.
To get your advertising campaign started for 2016 contact
Linda Cartwright to place announcements in the CONNECTIONS
section of THE JOURNAL. She’s at
(903) 636-4779 and lkcartwright
@aol.com.
The 2016 observance for most
festival observers will begin the
evening of Oct. 16 and run
through Oct. 24.
If your observance dates differ
from those specified by the Hebrew calendar, you will of course
want to state that in your announcement.

The Journal will every once in a while contain an
unthinkable idea. Our 181st issue is no exception
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—This issue
of THE JOURNAL contains, believe it or not, articles that may
prove controversial for some readers.
One that immediately comes to
mind is a piece by Elder John Kiesz of
the Church of God (7th Day), a contemporary and coworker (in the classical sense) of RCG/WCG founder
Herbert W. Armstrong.

B

Knew Mr. Armstrong well
Mr. Kiesz, who died in 1993, professed to know Mr. Armstrong, who
died in 1986, well. They had been good
friends. They had a falling out. Mr.
Kiesz gives his opinion of Mr. Armstrong and his personal ministry, which
started out as the Radio Church of God.
Then we come to Noel Rude’s
essay reviewing and critiquing one of
the main tenets not only of the
Churches of God but the whole of
Christendom: the virgin birth.
How could anyone postulate that
the virgin birth might be the mother of
all heresies?
But Mr. Rude does just that.

Does that mean you as a JOURNAL
reader must agree with Mr. Rude?
Yeah, right.
THE JOURNAL is in its 20th year. During its almost two decades it has not
shied away from articles that challenge
the reader as Church of God members
and, more broadly, as Christians.
Everybody’s an interpreter
It is THE JOURNAL’s observation that
understanding of the Bible is invariably based on somebody’s interpretation of Scripture. No two Christian
churches, and few individual Christians, agree on what the Bible says on
numerous topics: scholarly and, most
volatilely, doctrinally.
Why would THE JOURNAL publish
an essay titled “Can the Virgin Birth
Be the Mother of All Heresies?”
Maybe it’s because Mr. Rude may
be right.
Why would we subsequently publish letters and essays that might be
titled “The Virgin Birth Is Not the
Mother of All Heresies?” Because
maybe Mr. Rude is wrong.
Part of the consideration in this dis-

cussion, it seems to THE JOURNAL, is
how relatively important any particular doctrine is to Christians’ faith.
Just what do you mean Christian?
Is Mr. Rude, who doesn’t believe in
the virgin birth, a Christian?
There’s no question about it.
Mr. Rude and Elder Kiesz follow in
the wake of other JOURNAL writers taking up their pens to sometimes think
the unthinkable.
John Sash (re sex) comes to mind,
as do Lonnie Hendrix (re sexuality)
and Ken Westby (re the Trinity, Binity
and Unity).
Several writers (including Anthony
Buzzard, Alex Ciurana and this writer) come to mind on both sides of the
nature of the Bible canon.
And then there are two ladies, Tina
Engelbart and Dianne McDonnell, breaking the mold on women’s ministry.
We have a tradition of running articles that aim to make people think,
and we’re not inclined to stop running
them just because they speak of the
unthinkable.

Plans for Las Vegas reunion heating up

T

he plans for the 2017 reunion
in Las Vegas, Nev., of Ambassador College students from
all three of the long-since-closed
campuses are picking up steam as
more events are added to the entertainment options for AC alumni.
The reunion will run Sunday,
March 12, 2017, to Thursday, March
16, at the Orleans Hotel and Casino.
Bob Gerringer of Altadena, Calif.,
an AC Pasadena alumnus and one of
several reunion organizers, mentioned that a Hoover Dam tour will
become available to reserve, and also
possibly a Las Vegas show.
“We will also be providing information on some Las Vegas sites—

many are free—and other shows,
such as Cirque du Soleil, Headliners
and more,” Mr. Gerringer said.
He also mentioned that breakout
sessions are in the offing. They will
be “available Monday, March 13,
2017, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. This
spring we will send a survey to help
us decide what sessions to offer.”
Former AC Big Sandy students
Tom Williams and Clarke Hockwald
are busy communicating with their
fellow former Texas students and are
modifying the Big Sandy website
(ambassadorbigsandyalumni.com) to
allow them to register, reserve events
and attend.
“If you have joined both websites

you may use either but not both to
register and reserve,” Mr. Gerringer
said.
Former students of AC Bricket
Wood, England, need to sign up and
log onto the Pasadena site (acpasadenareunion.com) to register and attend the Las Vegas gathering.
Mr. Gerringer encourages all concerned to go ahead and reserve a
room, especially “since you can cancel up to 48 hours before check-in.”
To reserve rooms at the Orleans,
go the Pasadena site, click on “Hotel
Info—2017 Reunion” and choose
your room via the “Orleans Reservation link.”
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Letters from our readers
Striving for that one
correct viewpoint
hat follows is a response to
an editorial in THE JOURNAL
No. 179, written by Mary
Thompson [and headlined “Give
Benefit of Doubt Before Verbally Assaulting”].
Mary! Be ever so grateful that you
can meet with a group, however
small, that allows for common discussion on differing beliefs and viewpoints.
However, I would think that, in the
end of the discussions, it would be
recognized that there is really only
one true and correct viewpoint.
Every individual in every assembly
there is among the Sabbath-observing
communities is subject to four distinct
commands. Those are:
Search.
Try.
Prove.
Try.
Please note the word commands,
which you are able, it seems, to be
able to do within your group.
At the same time, keep in mind
what a blessing it is that you can present your differing viewpoints in THE
JOURNAL, for sources such as THE
JOURNAL are almost extinct.
Yes, Jesus spoke the truth to many
peoples of differing, basic church
groups—the primary group being of
the Pharisees.
As Jesus’ ministry advanced, more
and more of the Jewish attendees of
the synagogues “believed on him” to
the point that, almost every place he
went, “multitudes” followed him.
He healed their many diseases of
varying levels. As a result, the above
words believed on him are appropriate.
Now, there were two groups of
leaders who mostly did not believe.
The primary one was the Pharisees,
who were the rulers and enforcers
within the synagogue system.
During Jesus’ ministry the multitude of members of the synagogues
followed and listened to, and to an
extent accepted, his message. Their
leaders did not!
The members believed so strongly
that the enemy Pharisees dared not
take Jesus and kill him, because they
feared the assemblies. Among the
assemblies he healed many.
When push came to shove, almost
all of the believers refused to continue to follow Jesus. Why? Because
they feared being kicked out of the
synagogues.
Who were those who ruled over the
synagogues? The Pharisees. What did
Jesus say of those same religious controllers in John 8:44? “You [Pharisee
leaders, ministers, rabbis] are of your
father the devil.”
I speak the following to those who
were of the RCG/WCG. It is quite
likely the same applies to many if not
most of the splits of said organization
and of other Sabbath groupings.
Put it this way. Those Sabbath organizations that do not allow their
members to present, before the assembly, their understandings of Scripture
and allow for responses within assembly leave only a very few groupings.
Hey, does this not illustrate the
principle of many are called and few
are chosen?
I do not see today’s religious leaders as being as bad as the Pharisee religious leaders who caused Jesus to be
killed. Not at all. But I do see them of
being of the “sect of the Pharisees that
believed” as spoken of in Acts 15.
Thank you Mary. It seems that you
and your small group are of those who
are trying to work out their own salvation. The work of the real Philadelphia
church is soon to start. I hope you and
yours, and like-minded, will be of it.
Take care, and the best to you and
yours.
Ray Daly
raydaly@bis.midco.net
Lincoln, N.D.

W

Pet doctrines: Dogs and
cats living together?
Perhaps, just perhaps, God had high
hopes when in the 1930s a couple by
the name of Herbert and Loma Armstrong became convicted, inspired and
moved to enthusiastically begin the
next generations of true believers.
We who were called by God in
these generations of believers struggle
to endure to the end. But many have
fallen by the wayside.
How sad is that? Do we feel, as
Jesus did, an overwhelming sense of
loss and go after them as the Good
Shepherd did?
Do you ever suspect that the Father
and Messiah (picture this) are sitting
in heaven and weeping over the many,
many divisions that have come about
in these last generations?
We need to know in our hearts what
is required for salvation. Do we really
even know? Somehow I think that if
we did we would behave much differently in all ways.

things God has kept purposefully hidden for reasons of His own.
Do we really think
that we know the
mind of God? How
presumptuous. We
fight over doctrinal issues and neglect the more
important matters of the
Law: love, justice, mercy
and faithfulness.
So I suggest we examine ourselves. Just what is
required by God of His
people in order for us to be in His
Kingdom? Let’s focus on that! Let’s
all, all Churches of God, get together
and be a tool that God can use at this
momentous time in history.
Beverly Morris
Via the Internet
Feast query 2016
Just wondering if any readers
would know if there are any groups
keeping the Feast this year in September. Especially interested in Australia.
With thanks.
Ruth Brown
Via the Internet
Sinisterial aroma
The “smell of DEATH” SURROUNDS
the U.S.A., for “your” COG sinisters’
DISobedience to God’s Fourth COMMANDMENT in half the world by their
still following Satan’s phony 1883 IDL
(International Date Line), which moves
God’s test commandment of the Sabbath to Friday. You sinisters are “only”
half full of oil and will be cast into

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
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subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

Abraham Lincoln spoke of our
fathers who brought forth on this continent a new nation, dedicated to
the proposition that all men are created equal.
Honest Abe was fast realizing that
“all men are created equal” is not
enough and that the ante must be
raised in the direction of “with malice
towards none and charity for all.”
The reality of the central government winning the American Civil War
was forcing an equality that few can
accept, and that is the equality of the
present. Our faith is our active concept
of the equality of the present.
More often than not we use the
Bible and anything else at our disposal to create an inequality in the present. I see this as a dangerous policy in

‘This letter is in reference to statements by
Phil Griffith and Patt McCarty about divorce and
remarriage that were printed in THE JOURNAL.’
Each group, large or small, is on its
own little soapbox zealously, and jealously I might add, defending its own
pet doctrines. Our pet doctrines are
keeping us separated from each other—yes, even from loving and nurturing each other.
Where is our focus? Are our
churches just businesses to be promoted, or are they a tool for God to further
the growth of His saints, and the coming Kingdom of God?
Will God single out one group over
another and say: “You can enter the
Kingdom, but all of you others you
are out of here”?
What does God require of us? Love
God, and love one another, keep My
commandments, a broken and contrite
heart, one who is not a respecter of
persons, one who is growing in graciousness and knowledge, preparing
his mind and heart for the coming
Kingdom of God.
What He requires of us should be
uppermost in everything we do. Unfortunately, as I look around, this is not
what I sense: not a sense of fellowship,
or even love, but a sense of self-righteousness, of defending our pet beliefs
about what is wrong about others’ beliefs, and what is right about our beliefs.
We make such an issue over doctrines. Most previous generations of
believers never had our libraries. Is it
that the more we learn the more we
fight about? Are we believers because
of our heads or our hearts? Aren’t we
instructed to use both?
Oh, my. If even I sigh and cry over
this mess we have made, how much
more are the Father and Jesus Christ
sighing and crying over what they see.
We look around and fault everyone
who does not believe exactly as we
do, and then we refuse to fellowship
with them. How sad is that? Are we
not all striving for the Kingdom?
Face it, you Pharisees and hypocrites. There are things that will not
be revealed until the Kingdom. Some

outer darkness/HELL for your BLATANT
continued willful DISobedience.
Lawrence Nowell
Omak, Wash.
See also Mr. Nowell’s article in the
CONNECTIONS section on page 12 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.
Phil’s fluid reality
In trying to write a statement of
faith, I found it interesting because I
don’t consider my faith to be a perfect
interpretation of something written in
stone, as most “statements of faith”
would seem to suggest.
Rather, I think of it as a work in progress, defined in the fluid reality of life.
As we walk towards the unknown
of the future and blend it with the
known of the past, we create new
pages in the history of faith.
I say known of the past, but the further we progress into the future the
dimmer the knowledge of the past
becomes. This process comes about
rapidly, and soon our concept of the
past is more like our concept of the
true in that it is more a matter of what
we interpreted it to have been.
Just exactly what is or was written
in stone?
Man has sought to find stability in
religion and in looking around himself to find something stable to base
religion on. In doing so, he has looked
to the sun, moon and stars as the
things that seem the most stable in his
environment.
But in doing this he has more or
less stifled the fluid action of faith: by
trying to make something that cannot
be definitively predicted conform to
something he believes can be accurately predicted.
The powers that be have found the
sun, moon and stars to be most excellent for the purpose of maintaining
authority and control, because the new
day or new moon is determined arbitrarily based on someone’s authority to
determine the point of observation, etc.

which we can easily limit God.
On the other hand, we can’t allow
each other to migrate together or individually to the lowest common denominator. As they say, if it was easy
everyone would be doing it.
The sad fact is we seem to compete
to see who can get the most by giving
the least and call it good business. Is
this the way God does business?
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
More on D&R
This letter is in reference to statements by Phil Griffith and Patt McCarty about divorce and remarriage
that were printed in THE JOURNAL.
Those who say John 7:53–8:11 portrays Jesus as degrading women overlook that it was the Pharisees who
brought only the woman (not the man)
caught in adultery.
They also overlook that Jesus was
just as strict with men, such as in Luke
16:18, when he said it was adultery
for a man to divorce his wife and
marry another and that it was adultery
for another man to marry the divorced
woman.
Daniel Jennings in his book Except
for Fornication, on pages 81-129
(which can be read online for free), documents that for more than 1,900 years
until 1959 all major church denominations taught that it was adultery to
marry the divorced woman of the man
committing adultery with the other
woman he had married (Luke 18:18).
Then a major church denomination
taught that sodomy is not a sin.
Now most churches teach that it is
not a sin to marry the divorced woman
of a man committing adultery, and
those same churches have a much higher divorce rate than the general public.
Now millions of children have
their families broken up as a result,
so that divorced couples can remarry someone else under the banner of
compassion. Where is the compas-
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Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

sion for all those children?
It is not the fault of God’s law that
adulterous marriages are in need of
being nullified in order for those sinners to receive salvation and make it
possible for their scriptural marriages
to be mended. That is really the fault
of allowing divorce and remarriage
for adultery contrary to God’s law.
A note about John 8:1-11 (the story
of the woman taken in adultery):
According to the NIV concerning
the Alexandrian Greek New Testament manuscripts: “The earliest and
most reliable manuscripts and other
ancient witnesses do not have John
7:53–8:11.
What the NIV forgot to ask was:
Why were those so-called reliable manuscripts discarded as garbage while
still in usable condition?
According to the foreword of the
New King James New Testament, it
was because they were corrupt and
unreliable. Fragments of the Received
Texts are far older and are the Greek
NT text that is used by Greek-speaking churches. This is also confirmed
by other ancient writings.
Robert Peterson
Barrett, Minn.
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Columns and commentary

Learn to contain and express emotions as part of the human group
Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have been
members of God’s church since 1975.
She is studying for an Open University
degree in the arts and humanities.

problems of human nature arise.
Quoting from John McLeod’s book
An Introduction to Counselling:
“One of the issues that can lead to
difficulties in self-help groups is the
establishment of an unhelpful group
culture.
“For example, the group may come
to be dominated
by one or two
people who have
covert needs not
to change, and
who create groups
where people collude with each
other to remain
[for example]
agoraphobic,
overweight or Kathleen McCann
problem drinkers.
“Another difficulty may be that
the group does not evolve clear
enough boundaries and norms so that
being in the group is experienced as
risky rather than as a safe place to
share feelings.

group becomes an entity in its own
right.
When a person conflicts with the
group, resolution has just as much to
do with the maturity of the group as
with the maturity of the individual.
By Kathleen McCann
The group as a whole and the indiILTON KEYNES, England—
vidual by himself must both decide
In 2013 I published a book
what is important to their purpose and
called Comfort My People,
survival.
Saith your God, which I am following
Paul, in the Bible, made it clear that
up with a series of points of interest
the individual having private thoughts
from the book.
could survive within the group, proComfort is soothing balm to the
viding he did not impose his will on
afflicted human spirit, given within
others:
safe boundaries. While comfort doesn’t
“The faith which you have—have it
solve a problem, it gives a sense of
to yourself before God. Happy is he
well-being with safety, belonging and
who does not condemn himself in
acceptance, and hence the energy to
what he approves” (Romans 14:22).
find solutions.
Dangers revolve around imbalance
This eighth excerpt is on the “huin power between people and their
man group.”
interests.
“For example, if a culture develops
Similar people
where some people feel unable to exIn recent years a custom has develpress thoughts, ideas, opinions or
oped, especially in Western countries,
needs, knowing that they will be igwhere people form groups that tend to
nored or lose favor, the group will
revolve around spegradually becific purposes like
come unbaldrink problems, beanced in favor
If
people
feel
unable
to
express
thoughts,
reavement, carer supof one person’s
ideas, opinions or needs, knowing that they
port and health.
personality or
It was discovered
one subgroup’s
will
be
ignored
or
lose
favor,
the
group
that people found it
attitudes.
will gradually become unbalanced.
helpful to speak to
Shared
others of similar exinfluence
perience, which gives
encouragement and social support.
Continuing from the McLoud book:
Every group needs to distribute inTalking with others also brings a “Antze (1976) has suggested that the fluence. In other words, everyone’s
bad experience or difficulty into the most effective self-help groups are talents are important so that influence
realms of normality, thereby rendering those which develop and apply an is distributed evenly among members.
the problem less threatening and more explicit set of ground rules or an ‘ideAgain in the Bible, Paul compared
manageable in the same way that ology.’ ”
the Body of Christ to a human body,
emotions are contained.
with every part playing its role.
The group as entity
Within the Body, the members are
Self-help difficulties
The group is made up of single placed in congregations (1 CorinHowever, unfortunately when peo- human beings, each with his own right thians 12:12-27).
ple get together on a regular basis, to individuality, but as a whole the
Every organ is required. While

M

firmly attached and belonging to
each other, the feet, ears and eyes,
for example, must fulfill their specific roles for the human body to function well.
Regulated emotions
Within the human group, and starting with family, strong emotions are
natural, and group members need to
have the capacity among them to contain the emotions and reexpress them
in ways that are less threatening,
thereby regulating them.
Even two human beings, let alone a
group, cannot understand each other

unless they communicate honestly and
freely. Hence misunderstandings readily occur between people, resulting in
powerful, uncontained emotions.
When strong emotions are expressed, group members tend to seek
safety and belonging as a matter of
priority, hiding anything that might
expose them. We all do it, every single
human being.
Room for talents
Within the Christian community the
congregation is a human group, with
the attendant benefits and dangers.
See GOD’S COMFORT, page 16

Artwork by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

“If 10 percent is good enough for God, why
isn’t it good enough for the IRS?”

Learn from family, teachers, soldiers, athletes, farmers and Scripture
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—In January
I gave two short sermons at our
congregation on the same day.
Their titles were “Learning From Other
People” and “Learning From
Personal Experience.”
In the first sermon I discussed the importance to
us of other people.

B

Best teacher?
Some people say experience is the best teacher.
When people interpret the
word best as the most effective way
to teach or learn a lesson, then they
often agree with the axiom.
But, when people interpret best
as the most desirable way to teach or
learn a lesson, then they often disagree
with the saying.
If we are wise we will learn from
both the successes and the failures of
other people.
Lessons from Paul
Let’s notice a few lessons from the
apostle Paul’s second letter in the New
Testament to Timothy (called 2 Timothy).
Learning from family: In 2 Timothy 1:5 we see that Timothy learned
valuable lessons from his grandmother Lois and his mother, Eunice.
Learning from respected teachers: In 2 Timothy 1:13 we see that
Timothy could learn a pattern of sound
words from Paul.
Learning from good examples:

In 2 Timothy 1:16-17 we see that Timothy could learn great lessons about
friendship and service from the sterling example of Onesiphorus.
Learning by preparing to teach:
In 2 Timothy 2:1-2 we see that Timothy could learn lessons by being
committed to teaching those lessons.
Learning from the example of soldiers: In 2
Timothy 2:3-4 we see
that Timothy could
learn lessons from
aspects of being a
soldier.
Learning
from the example of athletes: In 2
Timothy
2:5 we see
that Timothy
could learn lessons from being an athlete.
Learning from the example of
farmers: In 2 Timothy 2:6 we see that
Timothy could learn valuable lessons
from farming.
Learning to avoid unprofitable
discussions: In 2 Timothy 2:14-16 we
see that Timothy could learn valuable
lessons about avoiding unprofitable
discussions.
Learning from the Bible: In 2
Timothy 3:14-17 we see that Timothy
could learn lessons from the Bible.
Benefits of Bible study
Disciples of Jesus Christ have learned
that there is great value in studying the
lessons in the Bible.
While disciples of Jesus place a
high priority on studying the lessons
in the New Testament, they also know

the value of studying the lessons in the
Old Testament. Here are 10 ways to
study the Bible:
Reading for encouragement (see
Psalm 23:1-6).
Studying for correction (see James
3:1-8).
Studying people of the Bible.
Studying books of the Bible.
Studying Bible history.
Studying prophecy.
Studying doctrine for yourself.
Studying doctrine to help others.
Studying the teachings of Christ.
Studying the actions of Christ.

heard it, He marveled, and said to those
who followed, ‘Assuredly, I say to you,
I have not found such great faith, not
even in Israel! And I say to you that
many will come from east and west,
and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. But
the sons of the kingdom will be cast out
into outer darkness. There will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ ”
Question: Are you quick to accept
the words of the “sons of the Kingdom” and to ignore truth from an unlikely source?

When a Bible student reads 1 Corinthians 9:19-23 he sees how important it is to understand the culture of
different segments of society.
If a disciple wants to help different
segments of society he must seek to
understand their world. Notice four
segments mentioned by Paul:
Do you know how to reach a
Jewish person?
Do you know how to reach a person who is under the law?
Do you know how to reach a person who is without law?
Do you know how to reach a person who is weak?

Faith of Samaritan woman
Learning from unlikely sources
In Matthew 15:21-28 Bible stuPlease consider a lesson that many dents can read about the faith of the Willing to learn?
religious people do not comprehend: Samaritan woman. You do realize that
It is a wonderful goal for a disciple
You can learn lessons from the most she had numerous factors working to seek to understand the culture of the
unlikely of sources if you are listening against her concerning whether her
four segments of sofor truth.
ciety mentioned by
Some peoPaul.
ple are too quick
Are you willing to learn from a person
But let’s turn the
to believe error
scenario around. Inwho is under the law? Are you willing to learn
from their sancstead of seeking to
tioned teachers.
from a person who is without law? Are you
help those four segSome peowilling
to
learn
from
a
person
who
is
weak?
ments of society, can
ple are too quick
we recognize the opto disregard truth
portunity to learn
from an unlikely
from those same segments of society?
source.
opinion would be accepted.
Are you willing to learn from a
Notice two examples.
Many people of that time would not
accept her actions because she was of Jewish person?
Faith of centurion
the wrong nationality, the wrong race
Are you willing to learn from a
In Matthew 8:5-12 Bible students and the wrong sex.
person who is under the law?
can read about the faith of the centuriYet what did Jesus say about her?
Are you willing to learn from a
on. You do realize that the centurion
person who is without law?
Understanding
to serve
was not in the religious hierarchy of
Are you willing to learn from a
priest, scribe, elder and the like.
Matthew 15:28: “Then Jesus anMany disciples would have quickly swered and said to her, ‘O woman, person who is weak?
Or maybe we should simply ask:
discarded his words and actions. Yet great is your faith! Let it be to you as
what did Jesus say about him?
you desire.’ And her daughter was Are you willing to learn from other
people?
Matthew 8:10-12: “When Jesus healed from that very hour.”
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‘Sabbath agitation’ dates from 17th century in Great Britain
Continued from page 1

editorial on this very matter, as follows:
“Strange as it may seem in the early
history of America there was an
attempt at suppression of the Christmas spirit. The stern Puritans at Plymouth, imbued with the rigorous fervor
of the Old Testament, abhorred the
celebration of the orthodox holidays.
Their worship was on the Sabbath
(Saturday), rather than Sunday, and
Christmas in particular they considered a pagan celebration.
“Later immigrants attempted to
observe Christmas as a time of joy, but
were suppressed. Governor Bradford,
Elder Brewster, Miles Standish and
other Leaders were firm against the
yuletide spirit as we know it today.”
Sabbatarian and similar
In a private conversation between
Elder A.N. Dugger and Hugh Sprague
after this editorial appeared, the latter
stated that the Pilgrims were his direct
ancestors and that he very well knew
their religious beliefs and practices.
In addition he stated that all his
grandparents and great-grandparents
knew that the Pilgrims of the Mayflower were strict Sabbath observers
on the seventh day of the week instead
of on Sunday.
Chief Rabbi Kohn, Hungary, in a
work entitled Sabbatarians in Transylvania, says of the Puritans:
“Several leaders and preachers of
the Puritans have re-transferred the
rest day from Sunday to Saturday
(1534),” page 38.
Of the Bohemians and the English
he said: “In Bohemia Sabbatarians
sprung up as early as 1520. Such Sabbatarians, or similar sects, we meet
about 1545 among the Quakers in
England” (1894 edition).
The earliest Sabbath-keeping churches in America were composed of local
groups, not formally organized or
incorporated into conferences.
Even Independents
Local groups went by various
names, such as Sabbatarians, Church
of God, Church of Christ, Seventh
Day Baptists and even Independents.
The Seventh Day Baptists were
among the earliest Sabbatarians to effect a General Conference organization (in 1802), which evidently embraced the majority of the then known
Sabbath-keepers.
Arthur Elwell Main, D.D., in Seventh Day Baptists in Europe and
America, Vol. 1, says that just when or
how the Sabbath truth first came to
America from England was not
known.
We have learned, however, since
that was written that there were Sabbath-keepers among the Pilgrims in
1620.
Puritan Sabbath-keepers
Dr. Main also stated that as early as
1646 it was the occasion of much
earnest discussion in New England.
Just who, may we ask, were the folk
who at that time engaged in much
earnest Sabbath discussion? Were
they not the Puritan Sabbath-keepers?
This dates Sabbath agitation about
18 years prior to the London Seventh
Day Baptists’ sending of Stephen
Mumford to America. He arrived in
1664 at Newport, R.I., and through his
teaching a number of first-day Baptists embraced his sentiments, and,
accordingly, in 1671 they covenanted
together in a Sabbatarian church organization.
This group later, when the Seventh
Day Baptists organized their General
Conference (in 1802), was considered
a definite part of it. Some of this history may also be ascertained from
Felt’s Ecclesiastical History of New
England, Vol. 1, page 593.
Mr. Miller’s Great Disappointment
Between the years of 1833 and
1844 William Miller, a student of
prophecy who received his license to
preach from a Baptist church, stirred

Elder Kiesz compares the Church of God
(7th Day) and the RCG/WCG/HWA
The author was a member and evangelist of the Church of God (7th Day)
currently based in Denver, Colo. That
is the Church of God (7th Day) that in
his and Herbert Armstrong’s early
years was based in Stanberry, Mo.
For more background on this article, see two articles beginning on
page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
Please note that this article contains opinions of the writer. Readers
are invited to submit opinions of Elder Kiesz’s opinions in letters to the
editor of this publication.
Elder Kiesz in this article, which
he wrote sometime before 1986,
writes of Worldwide Church of God
founder Herbert Armstrong, who
died in 1986.
This article since 1996 had lain dormant on the hard drive of a computer
currently owned by THE JOURNAL.

rejoiced in this newfound truth and
rushed to tell Herbert about it.
To him that was the worst news he
had ever heard. He became very
much upset and considered divorcing
her, he told me in later years, but that
seemed too drastic, so he decided to
study and prove to his companion
from the Bible that Sunday is the

It appears that he decided to be
baptized by a minister who would
not make him join that denomination.
Reluctant to begin preaching
The Oregon brethren urged him
from time to time to preach to them,
but becoming a preacher was the
very last thing he ever wanted to be,
he said.
However, in 1928 he preached his
first sermon, and many more sermons followed at the Church of God
meetings for several years.
In 1931 he was ordained to the
ministry, and in 1932 he received his
Ministerial License Certificate from
the Oregon Conference of the
Church of God, signed by O.J.
Runcorn as president and Mrs. I.E.
Curtis as secretary.
The headquarters of the General
Conference of the Church of God
(7th Day) had been at Stanberrry,
Mo., since the late 1880s.
In the fall of 1933 there was a division in the Church of God organization, one group retaining Stanberry,
Mo. This newly formed group instituted what was termed apostolic form
of organization, with the Twelve, the
Seven and the Seventy. My name appeared in the list of the Twelve and
Herbert’s in the list of the Seventy.

By John Kiesz
ANON CITY, Colo.—Since
the early 1960s we have often
been asked, mostly through
letters, what we know about Herbert
W. Armstrong, whether he has ever
been a member of the Church of God Herbert Armstrong in 1915, age 23
(7th Day) and, if so, why is he not
with this church today.
Christian Sabbath.
Was he disfellowshipped or did he
After studying intensively for six
leave of his own accord, and if so months, he became convinced that
why? Can one rely on his autobiog- the weekly seventh-day Sabbath,
raphy, and what do you think of his together with the annual sabbaths,
When to baptize
present work, his attitudes and teach- must be observed.
ings?
As mentioned before, Herbert and
Our first knowledge of him was in A natural seeking
I commenced corresponding with
late 1931 or early 1932 while I was
After his conversion Armstrong each other from late in 1931 or early
office editor of The Bible Advocate, naturally began seeking for the true in 1932, which we kept up until the
which was then published at Stan- church. He checked out the Seventh- fall of 1945.
berry, Mo.
day Adventists, the Seventh Day
Much of our correspondence durAt that time he
ing 1934 was
and Robert Taylor
concerning
were publishing
his stand as
The Messenger of
to when to
Mr. Armstrong said a preacher was
Truth in Oregon,
baptize new
in which appeared the last thing he ever wanted to be, but in c o n v e r t s ,
articles written by
and the oth1928 he preached his first sermon,
both of these men.
er concerning his unSecret rapture
derstanding
One of the articles that interested Baptists and the Church of God (7th about the law of the clean and
me very much was on the “secret Day).
unclean foods.
He wanted us to know how he
rapture” fallacy, written by Herbert
Although the latter-mentioned
Armstrong, which I in turn reprinted church was the smallest group, it had stood on these matters before acin The Bible Advocate.
more Bible truths than any other. So cepting his position on the Seventy,
I believe some of his writings had he began to fellowship with the scat- since he was considering on working
with the Salem group [a CG7 group
appeared in The Bible Advocate pre- tered few members in Oregon.
viously, and perhaps several later.
It was in 1927 that he was bap- not directly affiliated with the StanAs for Herbert’s origins in reli- tized, but I do not recall his ever berry group].
gious matters, as far as his associa- telling me that he was baptized by a Credentialed by Salem group
tions with the Church of God (7th Baptist minister instead of a minister
So in the fall of 1934 he received
Day), which gave Loma a Bible of the Church of God (7th Day), until
See AN ARMSTRONG-KIESZ, page 8
study on the Sabbath question: Loma I read it in one of his writings.

C

many thousands into believing that
the Lord would return to earth in
1844.
His conclusions were largely based
on Daniel 8:13-14, respecting the
2,300 days (evenings-mornings),
which he believed were symbolic and
stood for years instead of literal days.
He believed that the earth was the
sanctuary and that it would be

study of the sanctuary question, comparing the earthly with the heavenly,
and decided that Jesus at His ascension to heaven did not sit down at the
right hand of God in the Most Holy
Apartment, but entered and remained
in the first or Holy Place until 1844,
when He entered the Most Holy, there
to cleanse the sanctuary, blot out sins,
make a final atonement and start the

first introduced to their attention by a
faithful Seventh Day Baptist sister,
Rachel Preston. Nearly the entire
church at that place became observers
of the Seventh-day Sabbath.
Elder Joseph Bates, who had acted
a prominent part in the time-setting
Advent movement, also had the
Sabbath brought to his attention and in
1845 took hold of this truth and began

Stephen Mumford arrived in 1664 at Newport, R.I., and through
his teaching first-day Baptists embraced his sentiments. In 1671
they covenanted together in a Sabbatarian organization.
cleansed by fire when Jesus returned.
This disappointment was great and
caused much consternation.
Miller, after the disappointment,
honestly admitted that he had made a
mistake, but there were others who
had heard him preach who believed he
was right with his figures.
Thereupon they made a special

investigative judgment.
These still are, in general, the beliefs of those who shortly after that became known as Seventh-day Adventists.
Sister Rachel
The little group of Advent people
of Washington, N.H., had the Sabbath

to set it before his fellowmen.
Elder and Mrs. James White accepted the light of the Sabbath a little
later and became the most prominent
leaders of what became officially
know as the Seventh-day Adventists.
“An association was incorporated
in the city of Battle Creek, Michigan,
May 3, 1861, under the name of the

Seventh-day Adventists Association”
(J.N. Andrews in History of the
Sabbath). And, according to the Seventh-day Adventists Yearbook, the
“denomination was organized May
21, 1863 . . .”
It is evident that there were Sabbath-keeping groups (independent)
besides the Seventh Day Baptists
before and during the time of William
Miller’s preaching and prediction of
the end of the world, in 1844.
Elder Gilbert Cranmer of Michigan wrote in his memoirs that he
received his first light on the Sabbath
in 1843 from an article in the
Midnight Cry, a Millerite publication, written by J.C. Day of Ashburhan, Mass. S.C. Hancock of Forestville, Conn., also advocated the
doctrine in the same year.
Articles appearing in The Review
and Herald show that by the time
they, in 1860, chose the name of
Seventh-day Adventist, the name of
the “Church of God” had become a
“bone of contention” and the “Visions” of Ellen G. White were discussed and debated.
When the Whites traveled over the
country to recruit and organize, they
found many independent Sabbathkeepers.
Some of the disappointments of
the Whites were the refusal of numbers of local groups to join them,
because of the church name, because
of the “Visions” and because some
believed in no general-conference organization at all.
Isolated groupings
Many isolated groups had sprung
up in various areas, it is said, before
the 1844 disappointment; that is, seventh-day local groups, as well as isolated individuals.
This may be readily ascertained
from things that were written by Elder
James White (and by others) about
their various trips they made to groups
that they tried to get into their fellowship.
When the Whites made their tours
over the Eastern and Midwestern
states in the early 1860s for the purpose of effecting cooperation and general organization, they found many
congregations of Sabbath-keepers.
Many of them became affiliated
with the Seventh-day Adventists,
while others began to fellowship and
cooperate with those who later became known as the “Church of God.”
Some of the groups remained independent of all general organizations.
Truths as they saw them
Subsequent church history shows
that, although some of the independent Sabbatarian groups aligned
themselves neither with the Seventh
Day Baptists nor with the Seventhday Adventists, yet for logical reasons, as far as they were concerned,
did actually desire cooperation and
fellowship in order to more effectively propagate gospel truths as
they saw them.
In tracing some of our own church
history, of which we have some specific information, we find that Elder
Gilbert Cranmer (1814-1904), who
saw the falling of the stars in 1833 and
who received light on the Sabbath in
1843, heard the preaching of William
Miller about that time.
He believed the message, including
the setting of the date for the Lord’s
coming in 1844.
After the disappointment he fully
accepted the keeping of the Sabbath,
learned of the “Visions” and for a
while worked with the Seventh-day
Adventists (that was before they decided to go by the name of “Seventhday Adventists”) with headquarters in
Battle Creek, Mich.
Elder Cranmer left SDAs
Because Elder Cranmer could no
longer endorse the “shut door” message, nor the “Visions” teachings and
for other reasons, he severed his conSee SOME IN CG7, page 16
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Connections runs classifieds
C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help Wanted,
For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and more. The
charge for classified ads is 25 cents per word. There is
no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements. Send classified

advertisements (including Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to
CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.
com. Or call (903) 636-4779.

Personals

Miscellaneous

Obituaries

Would like to hear from friends Rick and Michelle Baumgartner. Anyone knowing
where they are (originally Washington
state), please ask
them to contact Donna
Weese, P.O. Box 765,
Big Sandy, TX 75755.

What would your life have been like without
the borders, language and culture you had in
the U.S.? Looks like your grandchildren will
get to experience whatever that becomes.
Think about it. From a concerned citizen.

I am seeking someone
for a friend, a male of
age 55-65, deaf or HH
and can sign. Someone who loves God, is
friendly, easygoing and Janece
honest, loves people
and outdoors activities. Friendship comes
first before getting serious. My name is
Janece. If interested, here is my E-mail:
janecemm1@gmail.com.

Edwin Mauch of Minneapolis, Minn., died
peacefully at his home on Jan. 30, 2016.
Edwin was born Feb. 3,
1921, in North Dakota.
Edwin was a longtime
Church of God member,
attending the Radio
Church of God in the
early 1950s, later the
Worldwide Church of
God and most recently
the Living Church of
God. ¶ As a young adult Edwin Mauch
he spent 10 years farming in North Dakota before starting a carpentry business. ¶ In 1965 he and his family

moved to Minneapolis. He was part of the
volunteer work crews that built the Summer
Educational Program (SEP) Campus in Orr,
Minn. From 1968 to 1976 he was employed
by SEP as a carpenter and general handyman. ¶ He is survived by his wife, Opal, and
daughters Ardelle Randall (Byron), Virginia
Hedburg (Tom), Jeanette Kelly (Tom), four
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren.

Widow, nurse, semiretired, longtime COG
member looking for a male friend age 65-80,
grounded in God’s truth. Write maej3570
@gmail.com or 903-561-5075.

Obituaries

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

Why do you
tithe on money?

OUTREACH PROGRAM

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)
Biblical
Tithing
Is NOT
On Money

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

AND DESTROYS ATHEISM!
It GRAPHICALLY depicts the prophecy of

DANIEL 2:34, that a ROCK will strike
the FEET OF A REVIVED ROMAN EMPIRE
in the latter days and usher in
GOD’S KINGDOM ON EARTH

For more information on this subject go to

dan234.com

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Charleston Ray Williams, 62, of Smyrna,
Tenn., passed away on Feb. 17, 2016. He
was a native of Alexandria, La., and the son
of the late Charles Raymond Williams. ¶ Mr.
Williams is survived by his wife, Sandy
Williams, mother, Catherine Jewell Kelly of
Memphis, sons Christopher Williams and his
wife Chelsea of Murfreesboro, Charles Williams and his wife Tina
of Bothell, Wash., daughter Victoria Cozart and
her husband Kevin of
Charleston Ray Amelia, Ohio, brothers
Williams
Edmund Williams of
Memphis, Alan Joseph
Kelly of Denver, Colo., and grandchildren
Khi, Annabelle, Hunter, Kylee, Gloria,
Caston, Finn and Owen. ¶ Mr. Williams was
a member of the United Church of God and
an architectural-stone salesman with Jones
Stone before his retirement. ¶ Cremation
arrangements were under the direction of
Woodfin Memorial Chapel of Smyrna. An
online guest book is available at www.
woodfinchapel.com.

THE ITALIAN BOOT PROVES THE TRUTH OF THE BIBLE

To order these books write:

A Virtual Church

Donna McKown died very early Feb. 22,
2016, in her sleep. Donna and her husband,
Ron, partnered with their friends Tim and
Angie Kelley in hosting
Seasons of Our Joy
since its inception along
with various seminars
and activities over the
years. Donna used her
talents with the shofar to
signal the beginning of
numerous new moons,
sabbaths, and festivals
for many years at SOOJ. Donna McKown
¶ Of the many memories
of Donna, she will probably best be remembered by her and Ron’s hospitality. Their
door was always open to anyone in need,
and they were always willing to feed the
hungry, lend a hand and help a person in
any way they could. ¶ Ron and Donna
shared an active prison ministry since
1997. If you would like to contribute to their
prison ministry—the Fellowship Church of
God—the contact information is Ronel
McKown, 3127 Old Lorena Rd., Lorena, TX
76655, phone (254) 666-3682.

Call

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers
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Exit Nimrod Part 7
W

hile King James decreed his divine right
of kings and tried to get KJV translators
to express that view, the Romans 13 passage is
about the same in other translations. Like the
Geneva Bible which just preceded it. There
must be another explanation why civil rule
seems to be given too much favor.

The Christian and Civil
Government
By (Protestant Pastor) John Weaver (1991):
His church was in difficulty with civil officers,
who cited Romans 13 on more than two occasions, that a Christian must comply with civil
government.
The word for minister in Rom 13:4 means
deacon or servant. So God’s minister here is
the government, God’s deacon. (The word for
minister in 13:6 means public servant.) “It is
impossible to have a separation of government
and religion . . . government deals with moral
values . . . every law that is passed is a religious law.” Though the US touts separation of
church and state (government).
Rom 13:1-2 is conditional. We must comply with the government if it acts rightly. If
not, it has no authority from God. Going outside its sphere of influence decreed by God, it
becomes null and void.
God has ordained 3 general ministers of
His: family (ministry of education), church
(ministry of grace), state (ministry of justice).
If a father orders another man’s wife and children, he has no authority to do so, so should
not be obeyed. Likewise, if the state goes
beyond its sphere and demands the church pay
taxes, become incorporated or must not preach
against public policy, it need not be obeyed.
If the government makes abortion legal, it is
not binding on Christians who answer to the
highest authority. While Jesus said to render to
Caesar what is his (and God His), this does not
mean Caesar can do anything he wants. If so,
he would likely claim everything. “There is no
specified form of civil government demanded
in the Word of God.” [Same with Church government! Jesus in His saying meant even
Caesar should have his taxes paid, as God’s
(tithe).] One reason for paying taxes is for protection against evil works (13:3, 6-7).
1 Peter 2:13-15 is similar to Rom 13:1-7.
Using “ordinance of man” does not mean it is
not the ordinance of God also.
De 17:15-20 has orders for kings—Not to
multiply horses means not build up a standing
army. A horse is for battle, but safety of the
Lord (Prov 21:31). Not to multiply his
wives—means be moral, just have one wife
and avoid idolatry as Solomon with his foreign
wives. Not multiply silver and gold meant he
was not to be corrupt. Kings are to copy the
law of God and study it.
Weaver asked a Congressman who told him
that in order to pass a bill you just pay (him a
bribe of) $20. Many politicians claim their
own personal lives are not up to public scrutiny. Wrong. A man stealing from others in his
personal finances will steal from people he is
to serve, also. Civil rulers are to be like good
shepherds guarding sheep (Ps 78:70-71).
There are two kinds of covenantal forms of
civil government in the Bible. First is between
God, the ruler and the people. The ruler agrees
that God is in charge and he is a vassal of Him.
The people agree to be God’s people. Second
is between the ruler and the people, 2 Kings
11:17 expresses both.
In 1 Sam 12:24-25 Samuel states that both
the ruler and the people must act rightly or suffer punishment. 2 Sam 5:3 tells of a league
(same word for covenant, 2 Chr 7:18) so the
elders could establish David as king under God.
Paul urged prayer for all men, and those in
authority (1 Tim 2:1-2). In a biblical covenant,
if one party violates or breaks it, the other
party is loosed from it. Similar to breach of
contract when an agreement is not upheld by
one party, so can be sued.
Covenants with God were ended when the
terms were broken, so God quit blessing. In 2
Kings 17 God says he repeatedly sent prophets
but the people rebelled worshiping gods, so He
sent them out of His sight (out of the Promised
Land). Because they followed their king
Jeroboam when he set up false worship. When
people agree to be led by God’s king, and that
king disobeys God, things revert back to selfgovernment. People have a right to govern
themselves [as family elders ‘rule’].

A king only rules by consent of the governed.
If he opposes God or the will of the people, they
should oust him. Each of the 13 colonies of
Britain in America had a covenant with Britain’s
king to be self-governed. When Britain imposed
taxes, the colonists objected with No Taxation
Without Representation. The king had no right
to have laws passed as a tyrant. The Declaration
of Independence declared that when any government becomes destructive, it is the duty of
the people to alter or abolish it.
While the people covenant to have a king,
they do not give away the right to take back
rule from him if he acts badly. The people can
urge the king to act as agreed upon, and the
king should do likewise if the people renege. If
the king becomes corrupt and transgresses
God’s law in a public way and the people do
nothing about it, they will be judged by God
because they could have halted him.
In 1 Chr 21:1-17 David decides to number
Israel. No one opposed him, officers just followed orders, until Joab quit doing so. God
killed 70,000 Israelites as punishment since
they had an obligation to stop it. Apparently,
numbering was bad because David did not
trust in God’s power, but the number he might
have in his army.
1 Kings 18:18 tells that a 3.5-year famine
against Israel was because the people did not
stop king Ahab and his wife Jezebel persecuting the righteous. God expected more than just
letting them go unchecked. Corruption of US
leaders should be stopped, too. “We have a
nation of wicked rulers because we have a
nation of wicked people.” Even some of the
righteous were taken captive when Israel and
Judah were exiled, as Daniel and Ezekiel.
Other saints in history suffered greatly, many
martyred (Heb 11:37-38). Hiding in caves, or
fleeing to mountains or deserts.
Amos 4:6-11 describes God punishing
Israel in various ways for continued idolatry,
hoping they would repent of their ways, and
He would bless and save them. Some were
overthrown as Sodom and Gomorrah.
God sets the limits of government, to punish evil works. But not to be provider as in the
US welfare state as a socialist state. God
decreed the church to minister welfare, and US
churches did provide tithe assistance to those
in need in the past. But the US government
took over the welfare because [so-called]
Christian churches neglected this duty. [Paul
urged a temporary relief fund (1 Cor 16:1).]
Likewise, the family is the ministry of education, but the US government took over that.
The first public school in 1845 was in Massachusetts. “God has limited government to the
punishment of evil and protection of good.”
The US Constitution limits the government,
and all government workers are to take an oath
to uphold it, as the supreme law of the land.
To promote the general welfare is in its
Preamble or introduction, but that is not binding. And The Federalist Papers written by
Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and John
Madison state that general welfare actually
points to the common defense. They helped
write the Constitution so should know what it
means. Government is to protect those doing
good works, so they should have no fear of it.
But the US government wants us to drink
chlorinated [some even fluoridated] water and
have vaccine shots, claimed for our good. [Such
artificial immunization does not work, actually
can bring on the disease for which it is suppose
to prevent, and they contain all kinds of toxic
and obnoxious ingredients. The one well known
and objected to the most is mercury touted as a
preservative, but poisons as a heavy metal and
given in high doses to small children. Satan
seeks to destroy mankind.] Government under
fallen man means sinners ruling badly, making
sin legal and thwarting those doing good.
God declares what is good and at the same
time creates evil (Isa 45:7). In the sense that
making good also defines what is evil. Not that
God tempts people to sin (James 1:13-14),
since they sin when they lust and are enticed.
Only God can enforce eternal punishment for
evil doers. “Man will never be as merciful and
benevolent as God. Consequently, man’s law
will always be harsh, inhumane and unjust.”
The church is not to rule over civil government, and it is not to rule over the church. It is
good that the government executes the worst
sinners, according to the Bible. So death of the
wicked occurs, or death of society in allowing
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murderers to live unrestricted. When justice is
delayed, some men will think they can get
away with evil (Eccl 8:11). The Bible does
teach capital punishment. Unfortunately, many
people are in US prisons, not for doing evil as
defined by God’s law, but merely man’s unjust
laws. Justifying evil and condemning the just
is an abomination to God (Prov 17:15).
Civil disobedience
As others have noted, bucking the system is
the right of the people, and written in the Declaration of Independence about abolishing the
form to which they are accustomed. But when
does it become too far and the people say
Enough!? God expressed disdain for rulers
who walked after their own commandments.
The Hebrew word means human statutes and
is used in only these verses. Used in opposition to God’s commandments in Isaiah 28:10,
13 and Hosea 5:11.
Paul wrote Romans 13. He wrote several
epistles while in prison for disobeying the Roman government, so Romans 13 is not about
giving government the right to do most anything, compelling us to comply no matter what.
Beforehand, he fled in a basket. Similar to Jesus
on occasions escaping mobs. And eventually
He was exonerated by Pilate as innocent, but
could not let Him free because he would not be
considered a friend of Caesar who did not like
anyone accepting anyone else as Lord.
Elijah bucked the establishment of Ahab
who allowed Jezebel’s free reign of terror.
After years in hiding, he had the contest with
Baal worshipers. Later he bucked king Ahaziah. He first hid. Then wiped out two separate
military attempts of 51 men to take him, and
finally yielded to the third that came in a humble attitude for good reason.
Other civil disobedience featured the Hebrew
midwives who opposed Pharaoh and thus
allowed male babies to live. Daniel and his 3
friends went against civil rulers and faced death.
The apostles disregarded civil instructions to
cease teaching about Jesus, claiming we should
obey God rather than men (Acts 5:29).
Degrees of resistance
Verbal—If attacked verbally by a civil official, respond that way, too. Weaver suggests
using lawyer delay. Civil intrusion where it
should not be can be stopped or postponed by
actions of a lawyer. [In the additional time others may join your suit, the rules may change,
or rulers quit harassing the innocent, or die.]
Flight—As already cited, plus Jesus said
fleeing would be needed later (Mat 10:23).
Joseph and Mary fled to Egypt. David fled
from king Saul and was reluctant to harm
God’s anointed one of the time.
Violent self-defense—Weaver claims he
would shoot an intruder coming through his
bedroom window at night, or use a baseball
bat on him. But Jesus says those who live by
the sword will die by it (Mat 26:51-52).
Weaver thinks this only applies to unlawful
use of the sword or weapons in general. US
laws generally allow a man to defend himself
in such a case in his home, even killing.
Allowing quick self-defense for loved ones.
[Is there any evidence in the New Testament
that a Christian should defend himself or others
that way? What about lesser self-defense? Should
a Christian follow the government’s order to
join its army? James claimed wars occur because of lust (James 4:1-2). Where in the New
Testament is there an example of a Christian
defending himself with a weapon? Jesus did
say to buy a sword (Luke 22:36), but it can be
used for other purposes as against wild animals.
Jesus said the violent (or energetic) take the
kingdom of Heaven (Mat 11:12). He did not
contradict Paul who listed the whole armor of
God and lists as the only weapon the sword of
God’s Word (Eph 6:11-17).]
Paul instructed us to be subject to principalities and powers, to obey magistrates, to be
ready for every good work (Titus 3:1).
Governments deal with laws. Laws are
inherently religious, have a religious bias
whether pagan or of God. “All law is an
expression of a religion.”
According to an IRS publication, churches
seeking tax-free status must sign a form stating
they will not preach against public policy of
the state. Not go against civil law. But abortion
and sodomy are allowed public policy.
Prov 28:4 They that forsake the law praise
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the wicked: but such as keep the law contend
with them. We contend with wickedness in
high places (Eph 6:12). Of Satan and those in
civil rule who rule like him.
[The front cover of Weaver’s book shows
two drawn pictures: Of a church building with a
very tall spire (of Nimrod for phallus worship)
with Nimrod’s cross (as many Bibles) at the top.
And a drawing of the central part of the US
Capitol or state capitol with a statue on top. According to Wikipedia: The US Capitol has images of false gods throughout. The Rotunda has
George Washington ascended among many
Greek and Roman gods. The name Capitol refers to the Roman temple to Jupiter. The goddess Ceres (Semiramis) is on top of the Missouri State Capitol and Vermont State House.
Worship services of churches were conducted in
the US Capitol Sundays in the early years, and
Catholic priests began there in 1826.]
Good excuses for a holiday?
So the US holiday of Thanksgiving for honoring God is certainly suspect as for a false god.
Many who keep some worldly holidays
claim there are some good ones, and Jesus kept
Hanukkah. But how did He keep it? It is called
the Feast of Dedication (John 20:22-23). He
kept it by walking in the Temple then? But He
often frequented it. What else did He do then to
keep it? Nothing is recorded, except what He
did normally and He was almost killed then by
Jews. That was the spirit of their holiday.
Josephus (Antiquities of the Jews 12:7:7)
called it the Festival of Light which should
raise a red flag if you know about pagan worship. The Romans observed it calling it also
Saturnalia, which later morphed into Christmas
in Catholic times with lighted trees, and falsely
for Christ. Jews keep Hanukkah as the Romans
with 4-sided tops with a letter (Roman/Hebrew)
on each side. Many Hanukkah songs are just
Christmas carol tunes with the lyrics changed to
express the Jewish version of the Feast of
Lights. Jews light a branched menorah instead
of an Xmas tree. Giving of gifts to others is important for both. Which may sound good, but
emphasizing giving for a bad cause.
So citing Hanukkah as a good holiday really points out it is a fake as Xmas. And what
about Purim? While God certainly aided the
Jews in exile so were saved, He is in no way
recorded as being in favor of the holiday. Jews
keep it as a kind of Mardi Gras. We should be
suspicious of someone trying to make a holiday since infringing on God’s Sabbath directly is very likely. For ones that float during the
7 days of the week, or are on the Sabbath each
year. The US Armed Forces Day is always on
Saturday, really to worship the god of forces.
God spoke His hot displeasure with two cases
of holiday inventions. Aaron’s claimed feast to
God, and Jeroboam’s ploy of changing the fall
Feast. In both cases they embraced idolatry.
Washington and Lincoln set up Thanksgiving Day and both ordered that US troops get
the Sabbath off if possible. But they referred to
Sunday, Satan’s false Sabbath. When US lawmakers in George’s day worked to set Thanksgiving Day as law, they worked some Sabbaths and rested Sundays. Thanksgiving Day
is for Satan as god. And why millions don’t
mind Christmas encroachment on it for Christmas sales and arrival of Santa (Satan) Claus in
the Thanksgiving parades that day. We should
be able to discern the spirits whether they are
of God or not.
Just as US Father’s and Mother’s Days are
for the sun god Sundays—the fake Sabbath.
Using the ideas of honoring parents as a ploy
or bait to allure the unwary to keep Satan’s
holidays. If Satan (behind the scenes and hidden) offered a Love Day, would you keep it?
All the real love days God has made.
We should not be keeping anniversary celebrations for events according to the pope’s calendar. It is unlikely that this present world calendar and God’s coincide. A whole month is
added in leap years in the latter. While the
world is saturated in the pope’s wrong ideas,
we should not be. Paul said we could in celebrating a day actually sacrifice to demons
unaware (1 Cor 10:20). So discern the spirit of
any day you keep. Jews may keep God’s Holy
Days, but most do not keep them in the right
spirit, as Jesus pointed out with the weekly
Sabbath. And as I reported in Now and NWO,
most Jews are not really Jews but Khazars, and
actually embody Mystery Babylon as the
Pharisees in Jesus’ day.
Sabbath-restaurant eater
excuses
About 40 years ago at the Feast of Tabernacles I was without a car, and a fellow member
drove me to and from worship services. On one
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of the Sabbaths He drove us to an auto parts
store and bought an item. I don’t recall exactly
what it was, but it was not something essential. I
did not say anything, being new to the faith, and
the man was a member longer than me. Anyway,
it would have been hypocritical of me to tell him
not to do so, when we both ate in restaurants on
Sabbaths. How much different are the two situations? Not much. If one is a sin, both should be.
If the part was needed for operation of the car,
that is justified as an ox-in-the-ditch situation,
but this was no emergency. Neither is routine
restaurant eating on Sabbaths.
God has made the Sabbath a test commandment. You claim to be keeping it properly but
are you actually failing? The following lettered
excuses repeat themes from part 6, and continues with more excuses and why they are poor
reasons.
A. Needed for trips.—God gave no such
exception. Ordinary people go to some places
without restaurants available. They just prepare ahead of time for meals they will need in
that area. If we ate at home Sabbaths, we
would prepare meals for the day ahead on a
work day, right? Why not on a trip? A bit harder, sure, but doable.
B. Jesus allowed it. His disciples plucked
grain and rubbed it to eat (Mat 12:1-8)—This is
not a close fit, nothing to do with buying a
meal, prepared by others or even bought in a
food store. Those eating did their own amount
of work to eat one meal.
Jesus cited David’s case (1 Sam 21:3-6), but
the bread was given to him, he did not purchase
it, and no mention of Sabbath. And some Sabbath work is required, so all right for priests to
sacrifice animals. But God demands that unnecessary Sabbath work be avoided. The exceptions being when loss of life or property is
at risk, which happens rarely.
C. Enhanced fellowship.—Though most
tend to eat with the same people and avoid others, perhaps by going to a more costly restaurant that fewer can afford. People providing
their own food (perhaps in potluck style) in the
room for worship would allow more people to
talk with each other, before or after services.
D. HWA did it. And said his ministers could
do it to ease their Sabbath burden.—He certainly did not have everything right. God instructed the average Israelite to let his workers
rest the Sabbath, which applied to even hired
workers who might not be keeping the Sabbath
otherwise. And even animal workers must rest.
E. Restaurant workers would work anyway.—But so do many other unconverted people. Does this mean we can hire someone to mow
the lawn on Sabbaths, or we can go shopping
then? It seems COG-Sabbath-restaurant eaters do
avoid shopping for food in a food store Sabbaths,
but somehow that is considered forbidden by
them, but not purchasing food at a restaurant.
F. Restaurant workers are not our servants.—If we order a meal, we place ourselves in
that very position. “Can I please take your
order?” Our money is expected for work rendered, of a clean place, preparing the meal, cleaning up our table and dishes after we eat and someone taking our payment. So we hire workers to
violate the Sabbath. If they worked for free and
gave free food, we might be all right with that.
G. Nehemiah had little effect against Gentiles providing victuals on Sabbaths to purchase.—How about the Israelites? Surely righteous Israelites would side with him and not
buy. If all the Israelites were righteous, the
Gentiles would quit coming around then, as a
waste of time.
H. Restaurant workers are not controlled
by us.—Suppose a waiter is trying to start
keeping God’s true religion. But still continues
to work on Sabbaths until God provides enough
non-Sabbath work, or if fired a better job. You
eating there then contributes to his sin. If we ate
on a Sabbath at the restaurant he is working at,
could we tell him to convert and quit working
Sabbaths, or would we say keep servicing us
until he does convert completely?
God wants to know how much we will try to
keep His commands in a world bent on sin.
Will we just take the easy way out? Not even
try to comply? In the Millennium, no restaurant
will be open for Sabbath business.
I. Number counts. God only holds us responsible for Sabbath work in restaurants if we

were the only ones to use their services that
day. We make up only a tiny portion of customers then.—So if the number of sinners
increases, that makes our blame less or not
existent?! So we should hope more sinners use
the restaurant on Sabbaths when we do, to
exonerate us more? Doesn’t this reason really
mean we are sinning thus and should stop?
J. Utility defense. We rely on Sabbath work
of others, as utilities of water, natural gas and
electricity, phone and Internet service, or newspaper delivery. If we drive on the Sabbath we
depend on traffic lights working; possibly police and toll collectors, buses or taxis.—Making
any one work more on Sabbaths should be
avoided, particularly if we have a choice in the
matter. As going to a restaurant to eat, instead of
preparing food ahead of the Sabbath
What would an ideal society of true Godbelievers be like? Certainly no restaurants open
for business on Sabbaths. Since we in essence
applaud those who own them to stop work then,
and those who might work in restaurants then
to refrain from that. Could a few people volunteer for emergency services, but preferably not
every Sabbath, and work that day for free?
We certainly should not be conducting business on the Sabbath, buying or selling then. At
least with utilities and such, we can pay on nonSabbath days. Sabbath newspaper delivery
most likely could be avoided. It is likely that
utility companies have skeleton crews working
on weekends, fewer in number than the usual
work days when major fixes are scheduled.
Some people who claim the utility defense say
this means suggesting that a food server is our
employee logically means that water and power
plant workers are also our employees on
Sabbaths. To be consistent, the believer should
not use any utility or service on Sabbaths.—Can
we prepare food for the Sabbath ahead of it to eat
then? Yes. Can we prepare ahead of the Sabbath
for utilities and other such services? We could
refrain from using such services by not using
them, but what do we use for power since modern society is so dependent on public services?
And personal electrical sources are not available?
Another aspect of the utility defense: For
worship services we may have to rent halls, in
some cases a custodian must be on hand or clerk
on duty in the office. Electricity is used for
lighting, sound equipment, heat or air conditioning.—To avoid this we can own the worship
building or meet in someone’s home or a public
place. Sometimes schools normally closed then
will allow a room without a janitor, and paid on
a non-Sabbath day. Masonic lodges should be
avoided since Masons actually treat them as
temples, and they can worship most any deity
and really worship Lucifer. Since they follow
practices of ancient mystery religions. Rooms
should not be rented from false churches, like
trying to worship God in Baal’s temple. We
should try to avoid having people work for us
on Sabbaths. Going out to eat in a restaurant
then is the opposite view, seeking to find where
people are violating the Sabbath and wanting
them to do that very work they should not be
doing and for us. Phones used to be connected
by human operators, automatic machines
phased them out. Other services are more automated as well, so less humans work weekends.
From blowthetrumpet.org
This website has the Church of the Great God,
a Sabbath Test replying to Ritenbaugh’s sermon
response citing his reasons allowing Sabbathrestaurant eating. He ridicules the authors,
imputing evil of their mind-set, instead of sticking to the issues presented. Those who have little
to offer in a debate against the issues at hand tend
to vilify the opponent to get the judges to look
poorly upon his opposition. In this case, the
authors know most all the arguments because
they used to believe the same. A sign is shown
for Satan’s diner. Workers there are Satan’s children, figuratively as we were before conversion.
And those working there on Sabbaths are sinning. Those eating there join in their sin.
Ritenbaugh shows no difference between
utilities and restaurants. We consciously seek
out Sabbath-breaking workers so we can eat
out. We conduct business, forbidden on the
Sabbath. We should not pay utility bills then.
They can be paid on a work day.
“The halls which are rented by COGs around
the world are specifically dedicated to the service
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of God’s people and their worship of Him. Furthermore, John Ritenbaugh doesn’t seek out halls
on the Sabbath and negotiate rents. He also
doesn’t sign leases or give deposits on the Sabbath. Even he has the sense to know that to do so
would be engaging in business (Neh 10:31).
“Although some halls require their personnel
to be there, it is not a requirement of the Church
. . . In essence, such personnel provide no service whatsoever to God’s people. They are simply protecting the interests of those who own or
manage the hall. In truth, the Church is renting
space, not manpower.” If the hall could be rented without anyone working, would worship
services be hampered? Hardly. The opposite is
true of Sabbath-restaurant workers in regard to
eating, when workers are essential.
Rooms for the Feast of Tabernacles should be
contracted and paid on non-Sabbaths. Ritenbaugh claims motels will have workers clean
your room on Sabbaths, and that would be hypocritical. Yes, and can be avoided by using the
Do Not Disturb sign on the door. “Although
these people will be working anyway, this is not
an excuse to take advantage of their labor.”
Ritenbaugh cites Luke 13:10-16 claiming
Jesus allowed good work on Sabbaths as healing a person and freeing an ox in a ditch. Are
these life-threatening actions comparable to his
hunger on Sabbaths?
“When God led the children of Israel out of
Egypt He made provisions for their meals.
Why? Because He did not want them to go
hungry. However, He also gave them specific
instructions regarding those meals and His
Sabbath . . . The ox in a ditch is the exception,
not the rule. What Mr. Ritenbaugh is suggesting
is that the exception may now be the rule.”
[We need to get out of the Sabbath-restaurant
business. Not hire caterers to work for us on a
Sabbath. A COG restaurant owner closes down
on Sabbaths, but it could be open for fellowship, just no business, no hired workers. Some
COG members seem to think we can live a
wonderful life-style, while Paul said to live like
a soldier of Christ in training for a higher calling (2 Tim 2:3-5).]
Civil duty from the Bible
It has been noted that Jesus offered His followers a third way of responding to being forced
to do something. That instead of the usual fight
or flight options that come naturally, instead to
willingly go above and beyond the coercion.
Jesus said to walk an extra mile when compelled
to walk one (Mat 5:41). But doing so with a sour
puss attitude would negate the action. Jews were
enslaved to Roman rule, but Jesus said not to act
like a slave under a master, but to choose a higher path. Those who were actual slaves to act
more like they were free to choose, to choose to
act generously, not grudgingly like a hireling or
slave forced to serve his master.
If we live in a nation that allows voting for
officials, the powers that be do urge people to get
out and vote. Even some in the COGs follow their
lead and encourage it. In the worst nations there
is one party to vote for so voting is a sham. In the
US, at least for higher offices, laws are in place by
the elite (such as receiving campaign funds) so
only one of the top two parties can win. Independent candidates do not have near the funding as
them. Even the top two are really much alike.
Both obey the elite, beholden to them for funding
(bribing) their campaigns, so the elite win in presidential elections with either party.
After all, the US has forced regime change
(many by violence) on very many other nations to
get rulers elected in favor of the US or its corporations. If elected democratically, they are still
ousted if the ‘wrong’ candidate gets elected, according to the US elite view. This regime change
applies to the US as well. Occasionally, actually
quite often, the US president is subject to assassination. Though the attempt may be enough to
scare the president in line with elite wishes.
Satan’s main power has been the top world
rule of Babylon, Medes-Persians, Greece and
Rome. Nebuchadnezzar was forced by God to
be insane and act like an animal until He realized
that God is the one that actually rules all (Dan
4:17), and may give it to the basest of men. A
lesson all people need to learn. God permits evil
rulers, but wants people to fight the urge to live
wickedly, and even live righteously in difficult
times. So righteous rulers-to-be or saints will
rule in the world tomorrow. Jesus said to pray
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for our persecutors (Mat 5:44). When smitten,
turn the other cheek (5:39). Not to avenge ourselves but let God repay (Rom 12:19).
We are told to obey those who have the rule
over us (Heb 13:17), though even the KJV margin does says guides (leaders).
Jesus asked Peter about Roman tribute, that
it was unjust, but paid anyway in order not to
offend the officers (Mat 17:24-27). Like US
income tax which was instituted when the
Federal Reserve started. It is used to tax the
people even more, to pay for interest the US
could avoid by printing the money itself. And a
main reason the US has such a whopping
national debt. As US citizens, we would rather
not help pay through taxes for needless and
growing bureaucracy, or funding evil committed in our name. Not allow abortions and
unwanted wars (all of them!).
COG Sabbath-restaurant eating
God complained that His people were like
Sodom, full of pride and abounding in idleness
(Eze 16:49). Too many blaspheme God in buying food on Sabbaths, and are too idle during
the week to prepare food for the Sabbath—two
sins. Those who make a sack lunch to eat at
work know it is not that difficult.
An annual Sabbath supersedes a weekly Sabbath if it happens to fall on it, for cooking and
eating that day for feasting (Ex 12:16). So most
COGs sin in two ways for Feasts in not cooking their own food to eat then (or before), and
buying food in a restaurant that day. And perhaps several that day, sinning each time.
Most businesses post a sign for customers of
Open or Closed to tell if they are open or closed
for business. Restaurants open for business on
Sabbaths depend on enough customers to enter
to conduct business that day, or they would not
be open for business then. Customers who
order meals and buy conduct a business transaction, purchasing food, forbidden on Sabbaths. It is hypocritical for a congregation to
cease Church business on Sabbaths, and yet do
business in a restaurant then.
A restaurant is obviously open for business
without an Open sign if it is serving customers
already. Some restaurants do not serve breakfast,
yet some may change that rule and be open early
for that, to attract customers then. They will not
continue the practice unless they have enough
customers to justify the practice. This is similar to
restaurants that cater to customers on Sabbaths,
that will change policy if they do not get enough
customers then. Just think. A COG member or
group could tip the scale to allow the restaurant to
stay open Sabbaths by eating there then.
Avoid doing your own pleasure on God’s
Sabbath and properly honor Him then (Isa
58:13), not be thinking of what I want.
How do members of Satan’s churches act?
Many eat in restaurants on Sabbaths without
qualms, just like some COGs!
Bottom line—All agree restaurant-Sabbath
work is sin. We should do what we can to avoid
it and not be customers then.
Many restaurants use Genetically Modified
food without the customer knowing, as most
processed food. One website against GM food
claimed rightly that if we buy GM food we are
voting with our dollars. If no one bought GM
food we would put GM food producers out of
business—no demand. Corporations as Monsanto seek to own the food supply, eliminate
heirloom seeds, and tyrannize farmers.
The FDA is run by ex-Monsanto executives—of the most hated corporation, maker of
Agent Orange and Roundup herbicides. Big
firms used to claim tobacco and DDT were
safe, now GM food. Designed to withstand
many applications of Roundup (the chemical
glyphosate) and still be edible, as Roundup
Ready corn. Farmers should be able to grow
crops without using artificial pesticides.
In this debate, think of which side is trying to
keep God’s law properly and which is grasping
for straws. Even wanting a maid to work and
make the bed on a Sabbath. Which side is using
little or no effort to keep God’s law?
True leader is humble
The 12 disciples of Jesus had strife about
who was the greatest among them (Luke 22:2427). He pointed out they should not be thinking
of this as how much they would be served, but
how much they should serve others, as He did
(Mat 20:20-28). Whoever desires to be first
should consider himself last and be servant of
all. All true Christians should not vaunt themselves or be puffed up (1 Cor 13:4). Paul urged
them to avoid vainglory, esteeming others better than themselves.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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A Lesson From Polygamy

P

olygamy or, more specifically,
plural wives, is generally outlawed in the Western world.
That doesn’t mean it has been completely abolished, but it is hidden from
general view. The few stories that surface about it tend to indicate a connection with abuse and teenage pregnancy.
Certainly there have been abuses. Is
this inherent with plural wives or a
reflection of the man in charge?
Monogamous women, if not all
Western society, seem to be universally opposed to the thought of plural
wives. They’re entitled to their opinion, right? Well, yes, but do we hold
our opinion above that of the Creator?
Do we trust the values of our society
that shaped our opinion above those
of our Creator?
“If he takes another wife, he shall not
diminish her (the first wife) food, her clothing, and her marriage rights” (Ex 21:10).
At the same time Israel was told don’t
commit adultery they were instructed
how to care for two wives.
“If a man entices a virgin who is not
betrothed, and lies with her, he shall surely pay
the bride-price for her to be his wife” (Ex
22:16). There is no exception for a married man. He just bought himself another wife. Again, this instruction came at

the same time Israel was told not to commit adultery. One must conclude that
having multiple wives is not adultery.
“If brothers dwell together, and one of
them dies and has no son, the widow of the
dead man shall not be married to a stranger
outside the family; her husband’s brother
shall go in to her, take her as his wife,
and perform the duty of a husband’s brother
to her” (Deu 25:5). Again, there is no
exception if the brother was already
married. He was expected to father a
child for his brother. Their firstborn
would be considered the child of the
dead brother (vs 6). This certainly
allows that there could be additional
children. She was to remain his wife.
Yes, Adam was told to cleave to his
wife. The intention is that the relationship be permanent as Messiah said
“. . . What God has joined together, let not
man separate” (Mat 19:6b). If Adam had
been told to cleave to his wives, everyone would think every man must have
at least two. That is not required.
Paul also indicated an elder should
have only one wife, but he didn’t say
why. Do we jump to the conclusion
that plural wives must be bad? Why do
we do that? Does the thinking come
from the instruction of our Creator or
the influence of society?

Consider that according to Craig
Keener in And Marries Another (pg. 87)
(Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody,
Mass. 1991), multiple wives were illegal
under Roman law during the time of
Paul. So no one in Asia Minor where
Timothy and Titus were would have
had multiple wives.
However, that law did not apply in
Judea. So if someone with multiple wives
from Judea had moved to a gentile area
he might be considered for the function
of elder. His marital situation, though,
would have been technically illegal and
might have offended the community at
large. This is more likely Paul’s concern
since his instruction was redundant for
the indigenous population.
There are many scriptures that support a man’s option to have multiple
wives. Deuteronomy 21:15, Leviticus
18:18, II Samuel 12:8, Genesis 16:3 and
Jeremiah 3:8-14, to name a few. The lesson we need to consider from this is
how tenaciously do we hold to our own
opinion given the evidence of the
instruction of our Creator? Do we insist
that plural wives in scripture was only
begrudgingly allowed and it’s really inferior to having just one wife, or can we
look honestly at our Maker’s instruction
and realize that He doesn’t see it as a

problem unless a man can’t afford it or
he has so many one is ignored? In some
circumstances He required it.
Probably very few if any reading this
have the legal option to marry multiple
wives. The matter does not really concern us. So why are plural wives universally condemned among us when our
Master tells us how to make it work?
Likely it is because we trust our own
opinion above that of our Master and
Maker. We don’t seek to understand how
He thinks about things. We are content
with how we look at things, not considering how our opinions were formed.
How many other matters have we
decided for ourselves that don’t line up
with the thinking of our Maker? If we
hold tenaciously to an opinion on this
matter that is really of no direct concern to us, will we really seek His will
in other matters that we want decided
to our own liking?
Will our Creator establish someone
as a judge on His behalf who doesn’t
seek to understand His perspective?
Seek His opinion, not your own or that
of someone ordained of men. Examine
carefully His thinking so you can align
your mind with His. His commandments, His covenant, are His ways.
CreatorsCovenant.org highlights what
others have missed.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

An Armstrong-Kiesz disagreement: baptism of the Holy Spirit
Continued from page 4

his credentials from the Salem branch
of the Church of God.
As mentioned previously, I was
then a member of the executive board
of the church, which decided on who
was eligible for those papers.
It was in the fall of 1937 when
Elder Armstrong’s credentials were
revoked by the Salem Church of God
organization.
The reason given by the Board of
Twelve for this action was because he
taught and kept the annual feast days.
But the real reason seems to have been
because of his uncooperative attitude.
One writer, in his published book,
says that Armstrong was asked to surrender his credentials to A.N. Dugger,
and that Dugger at that time was president of the Salem Church of God.
That is not true.
Dugger never was president of the
Salem branch. I was on the Board of
Twelve when Armstrong was issued
ministerial credentials in 1934, and
also when his credentials were revoked in 1937. May I state that I personally did not participate in the
revoking procedures.
Friendly disagreement
Following this incident of revoking
Armstrong’s credentials, he and I remained close friends, although not in
full agreement on several points of
doctrine. Yet we had many things in
common and worked together.
Without going into details why at
this time, I will state that about eight
or nine months later I submitted my
ministerial credentials to the Salem
Church of God organization, 1938.
Sister Kiesz and I assisted in the
Feast of Tabernacles at Eugene, Ore.,
in 1941 and again in 1944, and the last
one I attended by myself at Belknap

Springs, 60 miles east of Eugene,
1945.
We lived in Canon City, Colo.,
most of the time from 1940 to 1950. It
was during part of January and part of
February 1945 that Herbert held us a
fairly successful evangelistic campaign in Canon City.
Early RCG organization date
It is a mistake for anyone to state,
as was done by Marion J. McNair in
his book, that Armstrong continued as
an unofficial organization between

It is true that it hurt me personally
when he dropped me as a “hot potato”
during or after the 1945 Feast of
Tabernacles meeting after enjoying
good fellowship for 10 years.
One question among others I have
been asked is: “Why did Mr. Armstrong drop you?” Well, in “telling it
like it is,” it was because I believed in
the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Persecution complex
It is true that Herbert was not
always able to work harmoniously

would take so many years until his
movement would be fractured.
Another area which folks have concerned themselves with is his autobiography. I have been asked: “Do you
believe everything written in the biography is true?”
Since he reported in his autobiography in the August 1962 issue of
The Plain Truth the three-and-a-halfweeks meetings he held for us in
Canon City, Colo., during part of
January and February 1945, and
since about half of his report was

‘It is true that Herbert was not always
able to work harmoniously with other ministers,’
but ‘perhaps it was not his fault alone.’
1937 and 1946 until he incorporated
as the Radio Church of God [RCG].
Actually, he organized the Churches of God in Oregon shortly after his
credentials were revoked.
In the month of July 1940 ministerial credentials were issued to
me—John Kiesz—signed by the following board members: (1) Herbert
W. Armstrong, (2) Jeremiah M. Day,
(3) Claud V. Ellis, (4) John Davison,
(5) D.T. Henion, (6) O.J. Runcorn,
(7) F.W. Beard.
Hot potato
Lest anyone concludes that I have
ill feelings or malicious designs
against Herbert Armstrong, let it be
said that I would not in the past, nor
now, have had anything to say or write
about the man and his work were it
not for the information that has been
requested from time to time.

with other ministers. Perhaps it was
not his fault alone. He had a feeling,
evidently, that some folks were always undermining him and trying to
destroy his work.
In time I observed that he possessed (and probably still does) a
“persecution complex.”
Not long before he decided to drop
me he told me at his Eugene, Ore.,
office that he would start a college and
train his own men for the ministry so
they will all speak the same thing and
his problems in that area will be over.
Elder Kiesz’s predictions
I did not say it then but felt sure
that his proposed course would work
nicely for a while, until some of these
men would think for themselves, and
then trouble would start in his own
organization.
I did not think then, however, that it
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either distorted or false, I have to
question his other reports too.
For instance, he wrote in his autobiography about his trying in the early
1930s to work with men like Taylor,
Oberg, Ray and Daily and how all of
them worked against him.
I did not get personally acquainted
with Taylor, but I did with the rest of
them. I did not find them as bad as he
pictured them. I’d say that not everything published in the autobiography
is reliable.
A little presumptuous
I used to consider Herbert a humble
man, but, when he began to write that
for 1,800 or 1,900 years the true
gospel was not being preached until
he (Armstrong) began his work, I had
to change my mind about his modesty.
To me, such an attitude is too presumptuous.
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Our heavenly Father has always
had a true and faithful people in every
age, or else He would not have fed
and nourished them in the wilderness
for 1,260 years (Revelation 12:6, 14).
He has also indicated from time to
time that the Almighty chose him as a
special apostle and that what he has
been preaching and publishing has
been revealed to him directly by Jesus
Christ, whereas the fact is that what
truths he has been preaching he originally learned from the Church of God
(7th Day).
We must admit, however, that he
has been teaching additional concepts
that are not scriptural truths.
Wrote at first against church
organization
I remember the time when Herbert
wrote and taught strongly against
church organization as it was generally carried on, but later became so
strongly organized that he became to
his followers what the pope of Rome
is to the Catholic Church.
Many of his followers have come
to believe that he is God’s prophet,
and these actually fear him. We have
heard some of his people say, after
they were shown some of the discrepancies, “Well, if Mr. Armstrong says it
then it is so.”
When one claims that he has been
ordained of God—baptized by Jesus
Christ and has consistently, for many
years, been preaching the one true
gospel of the Kingdom of God, and
dared to tell in specific, point-by-point
and in detailed order the events that
are to occur, the real meaning of the
mysterious books of prophecy, and
that his work is the only genuine work
that is carrying out Jesus’ very commission—he ought not have preached
See HWA’S, page 15
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“The Seven Church Eras”

T

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
HOUGH there are the churches
that do accept the truth of the
Seven Church Eras as being successive throughout the millennia
revealing its ongoing history, there
are others who deny it or say it is irrelevant.
For those who do not know the truth of
this subject, yet have a desire to understand
the truth of this Biblical teaching, it is
needful to study each verse of the first
chapter of Revelation that leads into the
teachings within each of them. Putting
them together reveals the truth. Please
note quotes from it:
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ,
which God gave Him to show His servants—things must shortly take place
. . . What you see (in the visions), write in
a book (Revelation) and send it to the
Seven Churches which are in Asia—
Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamos, Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea”
(Revelation 1:1, 11).
Sending those messages would reach
much farther than the local Churches in
that time frame as each one makes known!
And within those messages is the command
of doing the ongoing Work of God—proclaiming the Gospel to serve as a witness
unto the time of the end (Matthew 24:14).
Included are the warnings of the deceptive
pitfalls from Satan the devil and his human
instruments with their pagan teachings.
The Apostle John further wrote:
“. . . I saw Seven Golden Lampstands, and in the midst of the lampstands, One like the Son of Man . . .
He had in His right hand Seven Stars
. . . Write the things which you have
seen, and the things which are (PRESENT), and the things which will take
place AFTER THIS (through the millennia—
this verse, together with Revelation 1:3, is
additional irrefutable proof of its ongoing
history from Pentecost in 31 A.D. to the
present time).
“The mystery (margin: hidden truth) of
the Seven Stars, which you saw in My
right hand, and the Seven Golden
Lampstands: The Seven Stars are the

angels (margin: messengers—apostles = lit. ‘One
sent Forth’—as in Haggai 1:13) of the Seven
Churches, and the Seven Lampstands
which you saw are the Seven Churches” (Revelation 1:12-13, 16, 19-20).
These key Scriptures reveal a duality to
lead from that time
directly into chapters two and three
of the Book of
Revelation—where
Christ reveals the
far future of each
Church Era. This
easily makes known
they are successive
stages continuing
to the time of the
Great Tribulation and the First
Resurrection. One has to be Spiritually
blind not to understand these Scriptures
are foretelling the ongoing history of the
Seven Church Eras.
It appears the major reason why this
truth is denied—or the refusal to accept
it—is keyed to what Jesus Christ said of
the present sixth Church Era—Philadelphia. To accept fully what is said by Him
in this letter would mean their acceptance that Jesus Christ began that era in
1933 by His use of Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong. This would also mean they
would have to believe and teach all of the
doctrinal teachings that were restored
through him by Jesus Christ (Malachi 3:1,
duality; 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11). So far, they
are refusing to do it.
It is true they once were of the Philadelphia Era, but they left it due to disbelieving
the fullness of the doctrinal teachings.
Therefore, they have denied the name of
Jesus Christ. Scripture reveals the rejection
of any of them brings about spiritual blindness and loss of a real relationship with God
(I John 1:5-6; 2:19).
Jesus Christ began each Era with A
FAITHFUL APOSTLE to lead and teach the
membership of the Church Eras (ref., Haggai
1:13). The contents within each letter reveals
He is the one writing the letters to the messengers—meaning to the apostles.

Because of God’s caring love, He is continuing to use the warning from the voice
and writings of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong
yet today via our 14 websites—placing the
TRUTH before the churches (Revelation
3:20). Sadly, they are rejected!
Are you truly of the
Church of Philadelphia? Those who are
of it believe and live
the fullness of the
TRUTH as taught by
Jesus Christ through
His late apostle, Mr.
Armstrong? They alone
will be spared from
the horrors of the
Great Tribulation (Revelation 3:7-13).
M Y S T E RY O F
THE AGES—To be
so blessed, please seriously study your Bible
together with the last
book Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong wrote: the
unedited MYSTERY
OF THE AGES, ISBN 0396-08773-6. This could
save your life from
this coming and dreadful time. Remember—Mr. Armstrong was the
man God used to teach all of us His truth (II
Timothy 3:13-14).
The Philadelphia Era of God’s Church
—Please know from Scripture it will only be
God’s chosen little flock (Luke 12:32), the
remnant of the Philadelphia Era of God’s
Church, that will escape the coming terrible
times due to their faithfulness and endurance (Revelation 3:7-13).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2016 The Church of God. All
Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this
publication belong to the respective owners thereof and
no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of
God, Faithful Flock.

Links to websites maintained by the Church of God Faith Flock: http://www.cog-ff.com/links.html
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737
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A New Year Approaches
Passover is an annual refresher about why we have hope of
becoming spirit beings. We don’t understand how God will accomplish changing physical individuals into spiritual. We only know
from scriptures we first are responsible for certain things to be considered worthy of receiving that change into a new form of life (1
Corinthians 15:44).
Under the Old Covenant, observance of Passover reminded the
Israelites that God was the one who freed them from slavery in
Egypt. They owed their physical lives to God. Exodus 12:26—”It
shall come to pass when your children ask what you mean by this
service, you shall say it is the sacrifice of The Lord’s Passover. The
Lord passed over the houses of Israel in Egypt and smote the
Egyptians and delivered our houses.”
In those days, blood from an acceptable animal was presented by
sinners to God via a priest when asking forgiveness for a sin. When
Jesus came to the earth and the New Covenant was established,
the requirement for ‘placing’ blood before God remained, but the
type of blood changed (Matthew 26:28). The apostle Paul stated
this in Hebrews 9:12-14—“We do not use the blood of bulls and
goats, but the blood of Christ.”
Having Israelite DNA no longer was of prime importance when the
New Covenant was established. It made it possible for anyone to
approach God with a request they be freed from sin. All now are
allowed to use the blood of The Christ to unlock the gate into God’s
heavenly domain. “All become children of God by faith in Christ
Jesus. There is neither Jew nor Greek. All are one in Christ” (Galatians 3:26-28). Jesus is the priest of God and key to eternal life.
Jesus was murdered by enemies, however he came to die. Dying was
part of the plan from the beginning (Revelation 13:8). When sharing
the wine and bread symbols at his last Passover, Jesus told the disciples they should continue Passover observance “in remembrance of
me” (Luke 22:19-20). Passover is the foundation of the New
Covenant and why worshipers of God annually observe it. Passover
is a reminder of Christ’s life and sacrifice and their freedom from
slavery to sin. Isaiah 42:6—“I, The Lord, have called you in righteousness. I give you as a light and for a covenant to the people.”
Many of God’s people have been surprised to learn a printed pocket calendar is not necessary for determining the date of Passover.
The sun, moon and stars were placed in the heavens by God “for
signs and for seasons, and for days, and years” (Genesis 1:14).
Obviously the celestial bodies are up there, but some think God
failed to provide sufficient information on how to use them. The
rules for their use are provided in the Bible.
For decades the Church of God has been using the annual feast
time dates established by mainstream Judaism. However, Jewish
dates are manipulated with advancements and postponements,
and because of the date tinkering an error of 43% over a period
of 19 years has been a result (when compared to biblical rules for
date setting). Jewish dates are best suited to the idiosyncrasies of
Jewish beliefs. Christians are not Jews.

hosting the annual feast days nearly everyone started and stopped
together no matter the time and place where they were.
The times God uses always default to local circumstances. Example: Local sunset ends one day and begins another. Blanket use
of Jerusalem Time violates that biblical rule. God’s eyes are not
fixed only on Jerusalem. He ‘sees’ whenever two or more are gathered in His or His son’s name.
Once upon a time a semester-long class was taught at WCG
Ambassador College. The class was about how to determine the
annual Passover date. At the end of the class one lady confided she
still didn’t know how to do it. She asked the instructor to clarify
how, using that year as example, how the Passover date had been
determined. She was told to go ask her minister.
God has not made things difficult for people to understand. God is
not the author of confusion. Difficulties occur when all comment in
the Bible on a subject is not considered. Difficulties come when
people listen to someone else who complicates, assumes and adds
personal twists to scriptures. Those who do and teach so set themselves up, and those who follow them, for eternal destruction.
God encourages people to ask Him directly for understanding.
Never is God imprecise in what He says, or does. Never does God
make secret the facts people need to accomplish His will. The Holy
Spirit is available to cut through error. The Spirit leads to truth,
never error (John 16:13 / Ephesians 5:9).
Passover observance is no game with God, nor is fixing the time
for observance. The very first recorded Passover observance was
kept by the Children of Israel in Egypt (Exodus 12). God’s command was to observe the ordinance on the 14th day at even, or
die. “I will pass through the land of Egypt this night and smite all
the firstborn. The blood (of the Passover animal) shall be a token
upon your houses. When I see the blood, I will pass over you and
the plague of death shall not be upon you to destroy you.”
God does not change. The New Testament continues that theme.
Hebrews 10:29-31—Failure to observe Passover means a person
is cut off from God.
Our sun travels from north to south then reverses and goes back
south to north. It completes this cycle every 12 months. ‘Solstice’
is the term used for the time when the sun reverses direction. There
are two ‘turns’ per year.
Around day 21 in the calendar month of December, the sun
changes from a southerly to northerly movement. The December
turn begins Winter Season. Six months later around June 21st the
sun reaches the northern end of its travel and again reverses. The
June Solstice begins Summer Season.
Occurrence of the solstices is precise. No human can mess with
their timing. Not even the devil has been allowed to violate the
cycle of the sun. Yet, long ago God did allow Satan to step in and
cloud one use of the Winter Solstice. It is a dependable point for
setting the date of Passover.

Confusion about dating methods for Passover and some annual
Sabbaths likely is the reason some people have thrown up their
hands and begun using Jerusalem Time to observe various events.
For some the use of Jerusalem Time imparts a comfortable ‘feeling’
as they are ‘together’ with other believers. For others, it is simply
their attempt to ‘do right.’ Defaulting to Jerusalem Time, however,
is not without its own problems.

Historically, the Roman Saturnalia festival was held around the
time of the Winter Solstice. The celebration was appeasement to
the pagan god Saturn, who supposedly controlled the sun’s movements. Purpose of the festival was to stop the southerly travel of
the sun and ‘force’ the sun god to turn the sun northerly and again
warm Rome. The festival eventually was hijacked as Christ’s birthday on December 25th.

For example, when it is Friday 6:00 PM in Jerusalem (the approximate
time of sunset) it is 11:00 AM in New York City. At the same time,
Friday is just beginning in Hawaii (5:00 AM). And in Sidney, Australia,
the time is 1:00 AM Saturday morning (International Date Line).

The ancient Babylonians did something similar. They were more
gross about it. Beginning with the solstice, they threw loads of cut
flowers from boats into the Euphrates River along with the bodies

The old Worldwide Church of God used something similar. When

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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A New Year Approaches
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

time of the previous new moon suffices.

of sacrificed children. This was all to ‘honor’ the returning sun.

According to scripture Passover is to be kept in the same season
the Children of Israel came out of Egypt (Exodus 12:6, 18). But that
season is not specifically named in the Bible. To get the answer, a
little detective work is necessary considering additional scriptures.

There are two solstices and two other seasonal changes marked by
the sun called Equinoxes. An equinox is when the sun becomes
positioned directly over the Equator in its travel from one hemisphere of the planet to the other. At equinox the lengths of light
and dark hours are equal. Equinoxes begin Spring and Autumn
seasons. The sun is for seasons: Spring, Summer, Fall (Autumn),
Winter. Simple to remember, and biblical.
As mentioned previously, the time of the Winter Solstice in
December can be used for setting the date of Passover in the next
year. To use it, one needs to know the day the solstice occurs. A
sundial is useful for doing that. Few people have one anymore.
The next best thing to use is a straight stick that is stuck upright in the
ground. The trunk of a free standing tree also works as will a straight
edge of a building just so long as these cast a visible shadow. Then,
beginning about December 19th, watch the direction of movement of
the shadow cast by any of these objects. When the shadow reverses
direction, the sun has reversed direction. Solstice has occurred. Some
years solstice in one’s location occurs during dark hours. Nevertheless,
the change in direction of the shadow will be apparent the next morning. Knowing the precise hour is not necessary.
From this point on, observation of moon cycles is begun. From the
time of the Winter Solstice, four new moons are to be counted. Day
One of Month One of a new biblical year occurs with appearance
of the first sliver of light coming from the fourth new moon after
Winter Solstice. It is then 13 more days to Passover observance the
evening of the 14th day. Day 15 following Passover is the first of
two annual Sabbaths during the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
The above method for establishing the Passover time is neither
unknown nor an off the wall idea. For years a number of God’s
people have used it. It is a method that works every time regardless of leap years and the occasional 13th month Jews add to their
calendar calculations. And this method always has Day One of
Month One come after the Spring (Vernal) Equinox that occurs
around March 21st.
Can the first sliver of light from the fourth new moon be seen in
North America on one calendar day and in Australia on the next calendar day? Thanks to the Date Line, it happens. But don’t forget God
hung the sun in the sky. He commands its orbit and those of all celestial bodies. God didn’t make the International Date Line, but He certainly is aware of Mankind’s clocks which ‘follow’ the path of sun.
The average length of the moon cycle is about 29 1⁄ 2 days. The original Hebrew word for ‘moon’ also means ‘month.’ The two words
are synonymous. The cycle of the moon is what determines
months. The moon is the ‘sign’ indicating months (Genesis 1:14).
What is a ‘new’ moon? Some people use the molad, or ‘conjunction,’ as a new moon. The conjunction is when earth is positioned
directly between sun and moon and blocks all sunlight from reaching the moon. The surface of the moon will be totally dark. Molad
new moons are used by a majority of Jews. Their timing is mathematically calculated with a complex formula.
For others, a ‘new’ moon is one that has begun to show reflected
sunlight, however slight it might be. The orbit of the moon has
begun to take it out from behind the earth’s shadow. Sunlight
starts slipping past the edge of the earth onto the moon.
Observation is best in a cloudless sky just after sunset on the
appropriate day.
Visible light new moons require no mathematical calculation
except when the local sky is clouded over. But, by knowing the
moon cycle is 29 1⁄ 2 days long, a simple counting exercise from the

Deuteronomy Chapter 16, verse 6, tells that Passover occurs in the
first part of a new year. In Exodus 13:4 and Exodus 34:18 the
beginning of the new year is called ‘abib.’ From ancient times,
‘Abib’ has been used as the name of Month One of the biblical
year. Jewish calendars continue the name to this day.
Abib is associated with words ‘tender’ and ‘green,’ a reference to
the condition of plant life. During the colder months of Winter
Season, most plant life is dead or dormant. Tender and green do
not fit the description of Winter vegetation.
On the other hand, tender and green do fit Spring Season vegetation. By the time of the Vernal Equinox in late March the weather
has warmed enough to initiate new plant growth. Abib, tender and
green point to the Children of Israel leaving Egypt during the season of Spring. Spring Season fits all biblical clues as to when the
Children of Israel came out of Egypt.
We live today in a modern world. At our fingertips are many useful things. There is a sophisticated computer Internet hosting reams
of moon knowledge that can be researched. Scientific laboratories
and Naval observatories post facts and charts about celestial subjects. Modern stores carry preprinted calendars each January that
show times for solstices, equinoxes and monthly moon phases
(although some show the conjunction as new moon).
If you are convinced Day One of Month One of a new year always
must come after Spring Equinox, you probably do not need more
research except to reinforce what you already know. You don’t
even need to know the day of Winter Solstice or to count four new
moons from it. You only need to know the day of the first new
moon after Spring Equinox, and able to count 14 days to Passover.
One other thing. During the annual feast days of Unleavened
Bread immediately following Passover, the Israelites made a ‘wave
sheaf’ or ‘first fruit’ offering to God on the weekly Sabbath (Leviticus 23:10-12). The offering had to contain ripe grain. But having ripe grain was not a problem for them. They used a biblical calendar. To do the same thing today using the current Jewish dating
system, ripe grain could be difficult to obtain, especially years
when Day One of Month One comes before Spring Equinox.
The point is this. When Day One of Month One is determined by
using the first new moon after the Spring Equinox, ripe grain
always is available because that allows a few more weeks of extra
time for grain to mature. This is another sign the Spring Season is
when the Israelites left Egypt.
The waving of the grain sheaf signaled the beginning of the first
harvest of the year. It was to be accompanied by a lamb without
blemish. This entire event was prophetic. It represented Jesus who
was the unblemished Lamb of God (John 1:29), and the early harvest of humanity at second coming of Jesus when he sets up his
Father’s Millennial kingdom (Matthew 25:32).
If you are (or want to be) Jewish, you will continue using the
manipulated dates for Passover and other events of God. If you are
not Jewish, you probably should consider breaking tradition and
the 43% Jewish dating error.
The booklet, The Two Passovers, is available for those who wish
to dig deeper into the whole subject of the Passover and how
it applies in both Old and New Covenants. The Two Passovers.
Ask for a copy.
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www.TheWorldTomorrow.org / The Obedient Church of God / TO COG
God COMMANDS us/you to: “Mark” The Evil Ones/the sinisters. Romans 16:17 “Now I beseech you, brethren, mark
We will force COG ministers to obey the Scripture of Father’s Bible COMMAND=Bible Words,
OR we will Publicly BLACK Mark DISobedient COG ministers.

them.

“ALL” the COGS are “WRONGLY” having Passover “BEFORE” the Lamb is Slain!
God “COMMANDS” Passover TO “BE” on the 14th TWILIGHT 20 minutes before the 15th Starts Ex 12:6 Num 9:11

“NOT”your
sinister’s
13th
evening!
YOU
CAN’T move Passover “BEFORE”
little sinisters

to

The LORD/Lamb is Killed as you are doing now by having Passover on the 13th.
Father Yahovah “SETS” the Times, “NOT” you little ratchet jaw yapping sinisters.
You sinisters ARE determined to seek after evil and rebel and be
UNrestrained and UNdisciplined by wanting your own bratty ratty ways =
You DELIBERATELY choose DISobedience to be only 1/2 full of
oil/obedience Acts 5:32 and “refuse” to grow in Knowledge.
God COMMANDS: But grow in…knowledge 2 Peter 3:18
So we MUST clear out your ratty SELF IDOL WORSHIP/SelfIMPORTANCE & let’s clear your ERRORS and restore “God’s” Ways.
“YOU” 101 sinisters have refused to follow God’s Bible
WORDS—As PROVEN by the FACTS/the Bible’s actual Verses.
You sinisters DON’T UNDERSTAND 301 University Courses/
admonitions, so to make it easy for you:
Ask yourselves “IF” you will

“STAND UNDER” YAHOVAH’S LAW
Ministers have been “TRICKED” by the Devil to have Passover on the Night
of the 13, INSTEAD of God’s 14th. We MUST follow our Bible, NOT MEN!
Or “YOU” Deliberately ARE CHOOSING to be DISobedient TO GOD’S BIBLE
= YOU’RE only 1/2 full of oil/Holy Spirit Obedience Acts 5:32 Mat 25:3

God “COMMANDS”

Again:
Passover TO
“BE” on the 14th TWILIGHT 20 minutes before the
15th Starts Ex 12:6; Num 9:11.
“NOT”your sinister’s 13th evening = and “NOT” before 3 P.M. of
the 14th = “NOT” BEFORE the Lamb is Killed/Slain

Or else
you are taking the Bread and Wine in
an ‘UN’worthy “Manner” 1 Cor 11:29

Father Yahovah “SETS”
the Moadim/Appointed Times=

Again for the sinisters:

“NOT” you sinisters!

We ARE Restoring All things
To train and PREPARE
“all” the PEOPLE TO BELIEVE “ALL” the “SAME”
Bible FACTS such as the difference between
The last dinner and the Passover:
The fellowshipping last dinner was on the 12th (before Yahveh/Jesus
was murdered on the 14th. The last dinner was on the 12th “BECAUSE”
SENTENCE WAS PRONOUNCED at NOON [12 NOON/High NOON] on
the 13th John 19:14 And it was the preparation of the Passover, and
about the sixth hour; and he says to the Jews, Behold your king!
But Jesus was nailed to the cross at the 3rd hour at 9 A.M. on the 14th.
And it was the 3rd hour [9 A.M.] Mark 15:25.
Obviously you cannot be crucified “before” you are sentenced
to death. After being sentenced Yeshua had to spend the night in the
dungeon because Roman Law stated that you cannot crucify a man on
the same day that he was sentenced.
The obvious FACT: Yeshua can’t celebrate/hold the Passover when He is
dead in the tomb before the Passover starts. Mark 15:42.
Luke 23: 50 and 42 It was Preparation Day (that is, the day before the
[Passover] Sabbath). So as evening approached, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent member of the Council, who was himself waiting for
the kingdom of God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for Jesus’ body.
It was the day of preparation, . . . which was the Sabbath (and a very
special Sabbath, because it was the Passover). John 19:31 NLT New
Living Translation
31 The Jewish leaders didn’t want the victims hanging there the next
day, which was the Sabbath (and a very special Sabbath at that, for it
was the Passover), John 19:31 TLB The Living Bible
“And it was the preparation of the passover, and about the sixth
hour [NOON]: . . . John 19:14 KJV

★★★ The last dinner and the Passover are
2 separate days.You MUST do both! ★★★

bread and wine Elements during the meal, this
year is on April 21st from Jerusalem west to/
including North America.
The 10 minute Passover = Is taken April 23 this
year in haste standing up Exodus 12:11
And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet,
and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD’S
passover. . . . he delivers from the bondage of Satan, and takes to himself to be his people. . . . It was to be eaten standing, with their staves
in their hands, as being ready to depart. on April 23rd from

Jerusalem west to/including North America.
Taken at twilight “before” the 15th Day of Unleavened Bread
starts because Exodus 12:8 is a mistranslation saying night
instead of “a twist away from the light” which means twilight Strong’s Concordance word #3915 from H3883. Numbers 9:11
correctly translates it as twilight, and you obviously cannot
take Passover on the First Day of Unleavened Bread. But
Father gives you a running start for the First Day of Unleavened Bread, by washing you clean just 10 minutes before
the First Day of Unleavened Bread.
God’s Bible COMMANDS “BOTH.” Don’t just believe me, READ
your Bible.
As “OFTEN” as you do this you proclaim the death of our
Lord Jesus Christ Yeshua King James Bible After the same manner also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the
new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. 1 Corinthians 11:25 Holman Christian Standard
Bible In the same way, after supper He also took the cup and said, “This
cup is the new covenant established by My blood. Do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”International Standard
Version He did the same with the cup after the supper, saying, “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. As often as you drink from it, keep
doing this in memory of me.”
He died for you/stood in your place, so the least you can
do is follow “ALL” the Bible’s words and timing and do
THE ELEMENTS as “you are COMMANDED TO”=
A.) On the last dinner as He STATED/commanded “do this in remembrance of Me” Luke 22:19, and
B.) On the Passover 2 days later. Ex 12:6 Num 9:11
YOU MUST DO BOTH DAYS because God’s Bible COMMANDS you to
take the elements (bread and wine) on “BOTH” days. This is so that you
can inculcate the sequence of events and appreciate His Sacrifice more
DEEPLY.
And don’t let any minister beat you over the head before the Passover
CAUSING YOU to focus on yourself and not Christ’s Sacrifice:
It is the “MANNER” in which you take the Elements, “NOT” your “being” worthy. Don’t let any minister beat you over the head
with I Corinthians 11:9 because unworthily is an adverb which
describes the ACTION/Manner in which you focus on Christ when
you take the Passover, not focusing on yourself the Person.
Action=“MANNER” of the partaking of the Elements. Unworthily is
“NOT” a noun referring to a your life as a person, but is an adverb and
therefore does not describe the “person.” Unworthily describes the
ACTION not the actor. So don’t thinking of yourself when you take the
Passover, and don’t be drunk and don’t be stuffed with food before the
Passover. For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One
goes hungry, another gets drunk. 1 Corinthians 11:21. You take the
Passover concentrating on Christ’s sacrifice = not thinking about yourself
and your sins for that is what the 7 LONG Days of Unleavened Bread are
for: self-examination. You focus on Christ’s SACRIFICE or else you are taking the Passover in an UNworthy MANNER. Tell your minister he is not
worthy to take the Passover because NO ONE is worthy to take the
Passover. But you take it in a worth “manner” focusing on Christ’s SACRIFICE. Father via Christ’s SACRIFICE cleans you up, and then for 7 days
you deleaven yourself. Indeed you put sin out ALL year long, but on the
Passover you focus on Christ Sacrifice.
Since your sinisters will refuse to change to the above Bible
FACTS/TRUTHS/ways therefore do the Last Dinner in your own home

God COMMANDS “BOTH.” Period. No arguing because

“BOTH” ARE COMMANDED
in your Bible.
Christ did NOT change the Law or else you do NOT have salvation if He broke His Father’s Law.
His Disciples had the Passover “right after” He was dead.
But He “ALSO” commanded them to do a dinner/last Supper
elements, in remembrance of Him.

and then 2 days later the Passover in your own home as Christians
did in the 1st Century. It is where “Private” small groups of families
meet in homes, NOT a mass HALL/Catholic style meeting:
1.) On April 21st you should take Jesus’s/Yeshua’s The Last Dinner
which is a grand MEAL Feast 2 hours long with the elements at the end.
In the same way, after the supper He took the cup . . . do this in remembrance of Me. Luke 22:20.
2.) And on April 23rd is Father’s/Yahovah’s Passover which is just 10 minutes long in haste, standing up with just a small plate piece of lamb and
bitter herbs/horseradish and then you again take the elements/matzos
unleavened bread and wine but this time while standing up. Exodus 12:11.
You take Jesus’s Last Dinner which is a 2 hour Supper in your own home,
and take the Father’s 10 minute Passover 2 days later, in haste, in your
own home (as you flee Egypt/flee sin) standing in your own home, just
as the 1st Century Christians did. Just follow/repeat the words found
here: http://1stcenturychristian.com/How_Kiddish.html Remember that Christ did not change 1 jot of His Father’s Law. . . . Till
heaven and earth pass away, not one jot or one tittle shall in any wise
pass from the law. Matthew 5:18 , Remember that Christ did not change
1 jot of Father’s Commands/Law, or else you don’t have salvation, because then He would have broken His Fathers Law if He
changed the Law. He added a last dinner to help you understand/INCULCATE/reflect on the events, just like He added that it is wrong to even
“think” of murdering your neighbor. He gave “MORE” laws in addition
to the existing laws. You MUST have 2 events, the Lord’s Dinner, and
then the Passover, just like He stated: “Do this in Remembrance of Me”,
and then 2 days later after the Last Dinner, His Disciples celebrated the Passover at twilight of the 14th in their own homes;
3.) AND then “after” twilight as a BOKER=till daybreak a Night of
Watching, staying inside your home till dawn, as it is COMMANDED in
God’s/Father’s Bible in Exodus 12:42 English Standard Version It
was a night of watching by the LORD, to bring them out of the land of
Egypt; so this same night is a night of watching kept to the LORD by all
the people of Israel throughout their generations. Inside your house, not
travelling to a Hall or Restaurant paying people money on a Holy Day.
You have the Passover at home 10 minutes before twilight of the 14th
and then you sit tight at home and reflect, as it is now the 1st Day of
Unleavened Bread. You are not a Christian if you do not do
what 1st century Christians do/did. Using God’s 1st Century
“Bible Way” of the above 3 Commands, you can also inculcate the
sequence of events into your mind and PROPERLY obey Father
Yahovah’s 5 Pentateuch COMMANDED BOOKS of The Law including the
14th Day of Passover and His Son Yeshua’s commanded New Testament
12th Day last dinner in remembrance of Him, He who stood in your
place to take your punishment and be killed standing in your place to
die for you. Therefore the least you can do is to OBEY “All” the words of
God’s Bible and “GROW” IN KNOWLEDGE AND RETURN TO THE FAITH
ONCE DELIVERED. Earnestly contend [with your sinister] for the faith
which was once delivered unto the saints. Jude 1:3 KJV. That faith has
the above 3 PRACTICES timed according to God’s Bible per the above.
Return to the Faith once delivered, “IF” you want to be a true obedient
Philadelphian Christian, and not be a disobedient Laodicean. The choice
is yours. Obedience or DISobedience. If you are for God, then follow
His Bible timing and days, but if you are for your sinister’s
DISobedient ways then you the cowardly and unbelieving will Burn
in Hell. Revelations 21:8. The choice is “yours.” God is not mocked, and
is a God of wrath against the DISobedient. Colossians 3:6. God’s wrath
falls on the DISobedient and you ministers are not an exception. Repent.
God is not mocked by your lying that you obey the Bible when you
don’t! REPENT! Follow God’s above Bible timing and ways. REPENT for
the Kingdom is at Hand, time is now short. REPENT you sinisters and follow God’s Bible timing. God is not mocked. God’s WRATH comes on the
disobedient. YOU are not an exception. REPENT or perish in your sinful
way of moving God’s Passover to the 13th.
And so you can’t lie that you are keeping the 14th the answer is: You
CAN’T have Passover the evening “BEFORE” the lamb is slain.
That’s impossible to do, and a mockery violation of God’s
Torah/Pentateuch Rule: Take it at twilight of the 14th’s
end. Exodus 12:6 Numbers 9:11.

We “ARE” Restoring All Things.

TO COG is the “Only” Church that is:
“CONTINUING” Mr. Armstrong’s Work of RESTORING All Things
All other churches are stuck in 1972 and refuse to Grow in Knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18
Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!
answers@theworldtomorrow.org
For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4

The leisurely last dinner = 4 hour meal with the

Lawrence Albert Nowell

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
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It’s Not My Job!
e’ve all heard this from some- repairs done by a licensed tradesman are pre- stone? In 1986? 1974? Maybe 1968? All are
major dates when changes to the church’s docbody before. We’ve probably sumed to be done correctly.
said it a time or two ourselves.
One particular individual in Canada really trines occurred. And those are just the years I
Is it a fair statement? Is it a took me to task over this. I finally set this remember. I’m sure when Hitler fell there
godly statement? Or am I mak- hypothetical scenario before him: “Your were those who questioned Mr. Armstrong
ing a mountain out of a molehill?
mother had an inspection done on a home. then as well.
As you know from the byline below, I oper- They find aluminum wiring. She asks the sellOr what about the new prophet, or one of
ate a home-inspection business. In this indus- er to repair it and he does. She then asks the the two witnesses? Can we trust them to reveal
try, twenty-nine states regulate home inspec- original inspector to verify the work was done the truth? Should we listen when they tell us,
tors by licensing statutes. In order to help con- properly. He refuses, claiming the work was “Don’t you worry your pretty little head about
sumers and members of the industry, the trade done by a licensed worker. The house catches it. Trust us. We’ve been anointed and are proassociations have created ‘Standards of Prac- fire due to faulty workmanship of the repair. fessionals. After all, we took a whole semester
tice’ (SOP). These documents list the mini- Your mother dies a horrible death. Would you at Ambassador on X, Y or Z doctrine.”
Do we just walk away and say, “Not
mum things we have to do as part of an inspec- still make the same claim that repairs
my job’? Meaning it’s not our job
tion. We can do more, and many do. But legal- done by a licensed electrician let you
as the laity to question what we
ly, in a licensed state, if we follow these, we off the hook morally?”
His response was that he would
are being taught. “Not my job,”
have a strong legal defense if a client claims
because of the perceived risk to
damages against us for something not part of still support his position.
The basic response I see in this
our standing in the corporate
those standards that we don’t report on.
There are also social networks and Internet industry by way too many is, “It’s
church we have chosen? Is that
discussion forums that members of our indus- not my job, because the SOP doeswhat the Bereans did?
try join in so we can learn how to better our- n’t tell me to do it.” They fear lawBrethren, when are we going
suits and doing anything that might
selves in our business.
to wake up??!! God surely is fulNotice I didn’t say, “So we can learn how to expose them to risk.
filling Isaiah 3:2-3. Justice Antonin
How many in the Church
better serve our clients.”
Scalia just died under
This industry also has a number of lawyers of God have this same attihighly questionable cirthat specialize in defending, and I’m sure tude? They are afraid of
cumstances, and no one
attacking, home inspectors. Those folks give what the ‘legal’ system will
is demanding an autopsy!! This was one of
lots of free advice on how to manage our risk say. By legal, I mean the
two men who providfrom damage claims from clients that say we self-appointed arbiter of
all things theocratic: the
ed the most reliable
missed something.
originalist’s opinions
One of the things most of them tell us is, established ministry. Or
on the court and kept
“Follow the SOP, nothing more, nothing less!!” Now, what’s left of it.
Perhaps you think I’m treading on the same the court from completely running off the
they know many of us go above and beyond
the SOP, and they charge a pretty penny to ground that swallowed Korah. Maybe. But tracks. Now it’s totally up to Justice Thomas,
keep our tails out of court when we are sued. there’s another option possible. I just might and he’s alone in that position!
In that vein, they have also given us methods be walking the same ground the original aposJustice Scalia is gone! We see God’s word
to do what we think we need to, and still leave tles did when they called out the leadership of coming alive right in front of our eyes!! Yet we
room for them to mount a reasonable defense. that day.
wander on, trusting a man, any man, who
One of the main defenses is to verify we
There are a handful of us who are willing to claims to speak God’s words to lead us. Oh,
treat all inspections alike. Don’t discriminate. walk out on our faith—faith in what God is but we don’t dare ask the hard questions! Like
If I go to most houses and walk on the roofs to showing us from His word. We question the how can what the ‘prophet’ says override
inspect them, I have in essence created my status quo. Was Christ really the God of the God’s word to honor our parents!!!?? (Just one
own addition to the SOP I follow. And, when I Old Testament? Are the dates we have been small example.)
do not walk on a roof to inspect it, I better have taught to worship on really correct? Was
I’ll tell you why we don’t ask—why we say,
a really good reason. Like it was covered with Christ’s last meal on earth a Passover sacrifice? “It’s not my job.” Because we’re AFRAID. We
ice, or I’ll break something if I climb up there.
There are dozens of doctrines we learned cower like scared children on the playground
In one of the forums I am
while the bully towers over us,
a member of, I brought up a
stealing our lunch money. All
question about aluminum
it takes is for a few brave kids
We
don’t
dare
ask
the
hard
wiring in a house and how far
to stand up to the bully, who,
my peers go in tracking down
by their example, empower
questions! Like how can what
the extent of the problem.
the rest of their peers to stand
the ‘prophet’ says override God’s
(Aluminum wire was used in
against the abuse of power
the late ’60s and early ’70s
and stop the bully.
word to honor our parents?
But we’re afraid. Of what
due to copper shortages.
the ‘ministry’ will do: “Oh, they
Unfortunately, it wasn’t ready
might disfellowship me! I won’t
for prime time and caused
fires.) When I find a home with this condi- from Mr. Armstrong, and I’m sure everyone make it into the Kingdom if Mr. X puts me out!”
Come on, people! Do you think God allows mere
tion, I will not only look inside the electrical who is seeking the truth is eternally thankful
panel, as every SOP tells me to do, but I will for his leadership and willingness to sacrifice men to decide who will join Christ at the marriage
also poke around in outlets and behind light his stature in the business world to preach the supper???
fixtures to see if any repairs have been made. truth. As he understood it.
Until you develop a backbone and learn to
Does that mean all doctrine was revealed to use the intelligence, knowledge and Spirit
That is not required by the SOPs.
I caught a huge amount of grief over my HWA and there is nothing else to learn? By God has given you, you’ll always be like that
position that when repairs are made, and my his own words, that’s not true. He admitted small, scared child on the playground, having
client asks me to verify those repairs, I should he didn’t see everything. His death before the your crown stolen away because you’re too
do so. I do this because I treat my clients as I return of Christ sealed the truth of his state- afraid to stand up and fight like the Christian
Warrior God called you to be. Open your ears
want to be treated. They hired me because ment, that there was more to be revealed.
So do we turn a blind eye to anyone who and eyes. Listen to what God is telling you,
they don’t know what to look for. How will
they know if work is done correctly? Most of questions the 18 Restored Truths? When did from your Bible. Not what you read or hear
my peers were telling me I was wrong because those revelations from God become sealed in from a mere man.

W

Brought to you as a public service by Hawkeye Home Inspection Service. “We give you the truth”
www.HawkeyeInspectionService.com / bill.hawkins1@gmail.com
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Road to Trinity led to virgin birth, preexistence, incarnation
Continued from page 1

God sits on David’s throne in the
person of David’s son, of whom God
says (2 Samuel 7:14-16):
“I will be his father, and he shall be
my son. If he commit iniquity, I will
chasten him with the rod of men, and
with the stripes of the children of men:
But my mercy shall not depart away
from him, as I took it from Saul,
whom I put away before thee.
“And thine house and thy kingdom
shall be established for ever before
thee: thy throne shall be established
for ever.”
See also Psalm 2:7; 89:26-37; 1
Chronicles 22:9-10.
Always father to son
This is a continuous father-to-son
succession, as in the genealogies, and
as in Jeremiah 33:17:
“For thus saith the LORD; David
shall never want [be cut off from] a
man to sit upon the throne of the
house of Israel . . .”
This God repeatedly promises (1
Kings 2:4; 8:25; 9:5), and here “man”
is ish, as in Genesis 2:23: “She shall
be called Woman (ishshah), because
she was taken out of Man (ish).”
Except for the abortive attempt by
Athaliah (2 Kings 11), the Bible
knows no female succession as in
European monarchies.
Absent from Paul’s theology
There is no disputation regarding
the virgin birth in the New Testament. Apart from the birth narratives
in Matthew and Luke, it is never
mentioned. It plays no part in Paul’s
theology.
Yet the virgin birth was the earliest
controversy between the gentile church
and the Jews.
Justin Martyr, for example, cites
Isaiah 7:14 in his disputation with
Trypho. Writing sometime mid–2nd
century, Justin honestly represents his
Jewish protagonist (Dialogue with
Trypho, chapter 67):
“Then Trypho retorted, ‘The quotation is not, Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, but Behold a
young woman shall conceive and bear
a son, and so forth, as you quoted it.
“Furthermore, the prophecy as a
whole refers to Hezekiah, and it can
be shown that the events described in
the prophecy were fulfilled in him.
Besides, in the so-called Greek myths
there is a story of how Perseus was
born of Danae, while she was a virgin,
when the one whom they call Zeus
descended upon her in the form of a
golden shower.
“You Christians should be ashamed
of yourselves, therefore, to repeat the
same kind of stories as these men, and
you should, on the contrary, acknowledge this Jesus to be a man of mere
human origin.
“If you can prove from the Scriptures that he is the Christ, confess
that he was considered worthy to be
chosen as such because of his perfect
observance of the Law, but do not
dare to speak of miracles, lest you
be accused of talking nonsense, like
the Greeks.’ ”
Virgin birth rejected
The Ebionites, a remnant of the
original Jewish Christians, rejected
the virgin birth, as reported in Eusebius (Ecclesiastical History book 3,
chapter 27):
“For they considered him a plain
and common man, who was justified
only because of his superior virtue,
and who was the fruit of the intercourse of a man with Mary.”
The virgin birth remains a major
contention between Christians and
Jews. It is fundamental to orthodox
Christendom, but Judaism in accord
with the Tanakh insists that the
Messiah carry the Y-chromosome of
David—thus David Klinghoffer (Why
the Jews Rejected Jesus: The Turning
Point in Western History, 2005):
“If he wasn’t Joseph’s son, he cannot be the messiah. If he was Joseph’s
son, he cannot be the son of God . . .”
Here Klinghoffer takes “the son of

God” in the Trinitarian sense of Eternal Generation (Generatione Filii Dei
Aeterna).
Various of America’s founders
rejected the virgin birth. One was
Thomas Jefferson (in a letter to John
Adams April 11, 1823):
“The truth is that the greatest enemies to the doctrines of Jesus are
those calling themselves the expositors of them, who have perverted them
for the structure of a system of fancy
absolutely incomprehensible, and
without any foundation in his genuine
words.
“And the day will come when the
mystical generation of Jesus, by the
supreme being as his father in the
womb of a virgin, will be classed with
the fable of the generation of Minerva
in the brain of Jupiter.
“But we may hope that the dawn of
reason and freedom of thought in
these United States will do away with
all this artificial scaffolding, and restore to us the primitive and genuine
doctrines of this the most venerated
reformer of human errors.”
Stubborn churches
The churches dug in their heels,
however. Yet those not wedded to
orthodoxy did question the doctrine: Rudolf Bultmann, for example (The History of the Synoptic
Tradition, translated by John Marsh
from Geschichte der synoptischen
Tradition, 1921):
“The idea of a divine generation
from a virgin is not only foreign to the
OT and to Judaism but is completely
impossible. It was first added in the
transformation to Hellenism, where
the idea of the generation of a king or
of a hero from a virgin by the godhead
was widespread.”
Thus also Helmut Koester (Ancient
Christian Gospels: Their History and
Development, London, 1990):
“It is generally agreed that the
infancy narratives belong to a relative-

was explained by the doctrine of
Eternal Generation. Look it up.
Why? Why? Why?
Why should there be a Virgin
Birth? Why would the Bible preserve
father-to-son genealogies from Adam
to Joseph only to have Jesus adopted
into the genealogy?
It is hard to imagine that God
would impregnate a woman without
her husband’s knowledge and consent.
The road to the Trinity began with
the virgin birth. Preexistence and incarnation followed. The virgin birth
was, as I originally titled this piece,
the mother of all Christological
heresy.
The infant narratives
There are two passages in the
Gospels that seem to describe a virgin
birth. The first is in Matthew and the
other in Luke.
The passage in Luke begins (1:2627): “And in the sixth month the angel
Gabriel was sent from God unto a city
of Galilee, named Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name
was Joseph, of the house of David;
and the virgin’s name was Mary.”
The angel then explains how Mary
is to bear a son (verse 31): “And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy
womb, and bring forth a son, and shalt
call his name JESUS.”
The angel goes on to describe the
greatness of her son, as prophesied in
the Prophets, whereupon she exclaims
(verse 34), “How shall this be, seeing
I know not a man?”
The angel replies (next verse), “The
[Holy Spirit] shall come upon thee,
and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that
holy thing which shall be born of thee
shall be called [a son] of God.”
This need say no more than that
Jesus would be set apart by the Holy
Spirit from the womb, as were, for

The Hebrew, not the
Septuagint, is authoritative
The Gospel of Matthew, according
to the Church Fathers, was originally
written in Hebrew, thus this from
Jerome (Lives of Illustrious Men,
chapter 3):
“Matthew, also called Levi, apostle
and aforetimes publican, composed a
gospel of Christ at first published in
Judea for the sake of those of the circumcision who believed, but this was
afterwards translated into Greek
though by what author is uncertain.
“The Hebrew itself has been preserved until the present day in the
library at Caesarea which Pamphilus
so diligently gathered. I have also had
the opportunity of having the volume
described to me by the Nazarenes of
Beroea, a city of Syria, who use it.
“In this it is to be noted that wherever the Evangelist, whether on his
own account or in the person of our
Lord the Saviour, quotes the testimony of the Old Testament he does not
follow the authority of the translators
of the Septuagint but the Hebrew.”
The Panarion of Epiphanius of Salamis (book 1, section 30) says that in
the original-Hebrew Matthew:
“They falsify the genealogical tables in Matthew and start its opening,
as I said, with the words, ‘It came to
pass in the days of Herod, king of
Judaea . . .’ ” That is, the birth narrative was not in the original Hebrew.
Consider now the account in John
8 of the woman taken in adultery. It
cannot have been part of the original
Gospel of John, as Bruce Metzger
explains in detail in his Textual Commentary on the Greek New Testament
(2005).
Of this passage he says, “It is obviously a piece of oral tradition which
circulated in certain parts of the
Western church and which was subsequently incorporated into various
manuscripts at various places.”

It is hard to imagine that God would impregnate a woman
without her husband’s knowledge and consent.
ly late phase of the development of the
gospel tradition. For Paul, the sonship
of Jesus dates from his resurrection
from the dead (Rom 1:3-4).
“This is reflected in the Gospel of
Mark where the confession of the centurion at the cross of Jesus constitutes
the first time that a human being applies the title ‘son of God’ to Jesus.
“That the two later Synoptic Gospels, Matthew and Luke, date the
divine sonship of Jesus from his birth
is not only related to a Christological
development which eventually resulted in the formulation of a Christology
that assumed Christ’s pre-existence as
God’s Son from before the beginning
of the world.
“It is also related to the full realization of Christianity’s entrance in to the
world of Hellenism and Rome.”
Deep in paganism
The archaeologist Toby Wilkinson
discovers the doctrine in the depths of
paganism (The Rise and Fall of Ancient Egypt, 2011):
“Despite the proscription of heathen cults by the emperor Justinian in
AD 553, the deep wellspring of
ancient Egyptian religion proved a
fertile force for the development of
early Christianity, for Isis and Horus
substitute the virgin and child—the
iconography (and much of the underlying theology) remained virtually
identical.”
In Hinduism an avatar (incarnation)
of Vishnu appears as the soul of a
human begotten naturally, whereas the
church fathers required that Jesus be
untainted by sexual union.
Jesus could be neither Joseph’s nor
Mary’s biological son. Mary, rather,
was a surrogate mother. Jesus’ sonship

example, Isaiah (Isaiah 49:1) and Paul
(Galatians 1:15). What is odd here is
Mary’s statement, “How shall this be,
seeing I know not a man?”
Matthew has a problem
The most problematic text is in
Matthew. It begins (1:18): “Now the
birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise:
When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came
together, she was found with child
[from the Holy Spirit].”
Were we not conditioned to see a
virgin birth here, we would think
Mary pregnant the natural way, as did
Joseph when he “was minded to put
her away privily.”
He is told in a dream that she has
conceived from a spirit of holiness.
Was this impregnation by the Deity?
Or might it simply mean that God
approved?
The latter, of course, does not
accord with Mary’s statement in Luke,
“How shall this be, seeing I know not
a man?”
A virginal conception, unprecedented in Scripture and contrary to the
promises of God, seems the only way
to harmonize the accounts.
Isaiah 7:14 is quoted in verse 22,
but this was not meant so much as a
prophecy as a scriptural template:
“Now all this was done, that it
might [similarly] be fulfilled which
. . .” And the Greek parthenos need
not mean ‘virgin,’ not, at least, in the
biblical texts, as argued by Charles D.
Isbell (“Does the Gospel of Matthew
Proclaim Mary’s Virginity?,” Biblical
Archaeology Review, February 1978).
The Septuagint twice calls Dinah a
parthenos (Genesis 34:3), this after
she had been defiled by Hamor.

The New Testament does not claim
for itself the same status as the Old.
There is no “And the word of the
LORD came unto me, saying . . .”
The New Testament is founded on
the Hebrew Scriptures and cannot
contradict them. Its books and letters
were preserved by the gentile church,
not by the Jews (Romans 3:2), so in
WCG tradition we critique the text
based on all the facts over against the
Hebrew Bible.
Except for the Pericope Adulterae
(the woman taken in adultery), the
variant readings are mostly minor
(spelling, word order, etc.). And, as
we just saw, Matthew 1:18-25 is also
suspect.
If a New Testament passage can
overthrow what is established by God
in the Old, then the Torah, Prophets
and Writings are not as Jesus claimed
when he said, “. . . And the scripture
cannot be broken” (John 10:35).
Two genealogies
In Matthew’s genealogy Joseph is
the son of Jacob (verse 16), but in
Luke’s genealogy Joseph is the son of
Heli (Luke 3:23). How could this be?
Can a man be the son of two fathers?
Some say that Matthew preserves
Joseph’s genealogy and that Luke preserves Mary’s.
None of the Church Fathers ever
suggested such a thing. The notion
was first broached in 1490 by the
Dominican friar Annius of Viterbo in
Italy. He interpreted Luke 3:23 such
that Heli was either the father of Mary
or the father-in-law of Joseph.
According to I.H. Marshall (The
Gospel of Luke, 1978): “Neither of
these interpretations of the verse is at

all plausible, and the theory does not
fit in with [Luke] 1:27 where the Davidic descent of Joseph is stressed.”
Sextus Julius Africanus, a late-2ndand early-3rd-century historian, said
that he learned from the descendants
of James the brother of Jesus that the
two genealogies reflect a levirate (pertaining to the sometimes compulsory
marriage of a widow to a brother of
her deceased husband) relationship.
Thus in Eusebius’ Ecclesiastical
History (book 1, chapter 7), Heli of
Luke’s genealogy died childless,
whereupon Jacob of Matthew’s genealogy took Heli’s wife and begat
seed to Heli. Joseph was that seed: the
biological son of Jacob and the legal
heir of Heli.
However, again according to I.H.
Marshall (The Gospel of Luke):
“The theory which has gained most
support in modern times is that
advanced by Lord A. Hervey [in
1853] . . . : Matthew gives the legal
line of descent from David, stating
who was the heir to the throne in each
case, but Luke gives the actual descendants of David in the branch of
the family to which Joseph belonged.”
Consider Jechonias in Matthew
1:11-12. Of him God says (Jeremiah
22:30), “Write ye this man childless, a
man that shall not prosper in his days:
for no man of his seed shall prosper,
sitting upon the throne of David, and
ruling any more in Judah.”
The same word was used by Abraham (Genesis 15:2): “What wilt thou
give me, seeing I go childless . . . ?”
Even as the line of Abraham would
not go childless, that of Jeconiah
would.
Luke’s genealogy is through Nathan, son of David (2 Samuel 5:14),
and therefore bypasses the kings who
sat on the throne in Jerusalem. This
would make sense if Joseph, though
counted an heir to that royal dynasty,
was biologically a scion of Nathan
and not Solomon.
Turning about
The scroll of Esther tells the story
of Mordecai and Esther of the house
of Kish of the tribe of Benjamin. Saul
son of Kish lost the kingship because
he did not slay Agag, and Mordecai
and Esther redeem Saul’s house by
saving the Jews from Haman the
Agagite.
Saul had sought to kill David. Now
Saul’s kinsmen rise to save David’s
royal dynasty (as also the whole house
of Judah, which included Benjamin).
There was another “turnabout”
when a certain Saul of the tribe of
Benjamin (Acts 13:9; Romans 11:1;
Philippians 3:5) received a vision
(Acts 16:9):
“There stood a man of Macedonia,
and prayed him, saying, Come over
into Macedonia, and help us.”
Haman is called “the Macedonian”
in the Greek at Esther 9:24. The Jews
believed the Amalekites (of whom
Agag was king) to be dominant in the
Greco-Roman world, and thus the
New Testament describes a second
turnabout.
Israel’s royal line began with the
humiliation of its progenitor, Genesis
38. Judah feared to let his third son
fulfill the law of the levirate (Deuteronomy 25:5-10) and ended up performing it himself.
But then the scroll of Ruth tells the
story of a turnabout. Elimelech of the
royal line migrated to Moab in a time
of famine, and there he and his two
sons died, leaving no heir.
Elimelech’s wife Naomi and her
daughter-in-law Ruth return to Bethlehem, and in the course of the story
Boaz, a kin of Elimelech, performs the
levirate and begets a son for the
deceased.
That son was Obed, father of Jesse,
who fathered David the king.
But Ruth was a Moabitess (Ruth
1:22; 2:2), and God had commanded
that (Deuteronomy 23:3) “an Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter into
the congregation of the LORD; even to
See CAN BELIEF, page 16
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and published contradictory messages, nor should he have made predictions that never came to pass or
ever will.
Once in 1,800 years
We admit that all prophetic students
can make mistakes and have made mistakes in interpreting Bible prophecies.
But the way Herbert Armstrong
and some of his fellow writers have
written articles in The Plain Truth
and in The Good News and in his letters to coworkers, stating that no one
but he and his group understand these
things, and that for over 1,800 years
the true gospel was not preached
until he started to do so, and if he is
God’s true prophet for these times he
should never have made such predictions as have miserably failed, as will
be shown below, for the Almighty
Himself knows everything and
makes no mistakes.
He does not reveal things to His
servants that never come to pass.
It has been stated at times in The
Plain Truth that whatever article he
was then considering, that he had
taught certain things as far back as 28
years ago, when no one would believe
him, and that those predictions have
now come to pass or are now coming
to pass.
But he usually does not tell you of
the miscalculations or misinterpretations he then published and preached.
Mussolini prophecy
I wish to point out a few of those
here. The first one goes back to 1935.
In the July issue of that year of the
mimeographed Plain Truth, in big
headlines on the front page, he wrote:
“Mussolini goes to WAR. Even as
you read this, he is marching to
Armageddon!”
“We learn that the ‘beast’ symbolizes a revival of the ancient Roman
Empire, by a federation of ten nations
within its territory.”
“Verse 41—‘He shall enter also
into the Glorious Land—Palestine!
Great Britain controls Palestine, so
that will involve him with war with
Great Britain, and then it will be difficult indeed for the United States to
keep out! When Mussolini takes
PALESTINE, then the nations will be
plunged into the great, last and final
WORLD WAR.”
“When Mussolini takes Palestine, he not only will force England in,
but then Russia and Turkey will enter
the war, for they are allied together for
the express purpose of REGAINING
PALESTINE, at any cost!”
“Mussolini is starting a war that
shall end AT ARMAGEDDON! It is the
START of the final world WAR! It is NOW
STARTING! Do you really REALIZE IT? It
is STARTING NOW!”
Palace in Jerusalem
The Plain Truth (also mimeographed), Vol. V, No. 2, published by
Herbert W. Armstrong, at Eugene,
Ore., April-May 1940, had this headline:
DEMOCRACY DOOMED! THE FACTS,
Today!
“Verse 45—Mussolini shall establish his palace, as capital of the
revived Roman Empire, at JERUSALEM! Zech. 14:2 says the city shall be
taken! ‘Yet he shall come to his end,
and NONE shall help him!’ ”
“Democracy went, yesterday,
in England! Today England is a DICTATORSHIP, as absolutely as that of
Adolph [sic] Hitler or Benito Mussolini. The king is still there, as always. He will remain on his throne
over the British Commonwealth of
Nations until Jesus Christ comes
and removes that very throne to
Jerusalem!
“But Winston Churchill rules England as absolutely as Hitler does
Germany! The government of Churchill OWNS England—OWNS every
man, woman and child—has absolute
power over every person, every dollar,
every resource. Yesterday we heard

over short-wave broadcast from
London these ominous words:
“ ‘Men will work when and where,
and for what pay, the government will
direct.’ ”
“And WHEN the United States
gets into the war—as we are CERTAIN
to do sooner or later—THE SAME THING
WILL HAPPEN HERE! . . .”
“This is acknowledged by all
who KNOW. As now in England, the
President will become Dictator absolute and not only soldier, but factory
worker, farmers, every dollar of our
money and wealth—all will be CONSCRIPTED! And it is THEN according to
the Bible prophecies, the Great Tribulation shall come, and the MARK of
the Beast will be enforced! THE TIME IS
AT HAND. IT IS time for us to AWAKE!”
“. . . Armageddon, we believe,
must be at least three or four years
away . . .”
The NOVEMBER-DECEMBER, 1940
Plain Truth magazine had an article
entitled “Turkey Wiped Out by
Britain.”
“For, make no mistake about it,
Palestine and Egypt are to be captured
by the Roman Axis powers!”
Hitler to move to Palestine
Later, in The Plain Truth, 1943, he
wrote:
“The Axis armies meantime shall
have poured into Palestine. Hitler and
the False Prophet shall set up the tabernacle and the palace there (Dan.
11:41,45)—move their headquarters
there . . .”
Much more could have been quoted from his writings over the years,
but this shows how miserably some of
his predictions have failed.
Mussolini marched into Ethiopia
and conquered the country, but lost it
again in 1941. He did not march to
Armageddon, neither did he enter
Palestine, nor did he establish his
headquarters there.
Mussolini has been dead for many
years and Armageddon is still future.
Remember, in 1940 he thought it was
three or four years away.
The president of the United States,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, did not
become absolute dictator, as Armstrong declared he would to the extent
that every dollar of our money and
wealth would be conscripted. Neither
did the Great Tribulation and the enforcement of the Mark of the Beast
come then.
Turkey was not wiped out by
Britain. Palestine and Egypt were not
captured by the Roman Axis powers.
Hitler and the False Prophet did not
set up the tabernacle and the palace in
Jerusalem.
Just as sure as he failed in some of
his former predictions, just so sure

dus, but a man-made blundering and
CONFUSION.

Even as late as May 1965 The Plain
Truth printed this:
“Yes, Jesus Christ was able to look
down into the future and accurately
predict that the Jewish people would
be scattered throughout the world, and
that the old city of Jerusalem would
remain trodden down under the heel
of the Gentiles until the ‘times of the

of Solomon’s Temple. The stage is
now set for the construction of the
‘Temple’ prophesied in 2 Thessalonians 2:4 and Revelation 11:1-2.”
Referring again to his prophecy
concerning Turkey in the NovemberDecember issue of The Plain Truth, he
maintained that the Edomites (descendants of Esau) are identified with the
Turkish nation today, and that the
prophecy of Obadiah is about Turkey.

THE KIESZES ON TOUR—John and Katherine Kiesz smile for a photo in the late
1920s or early 1930s. Elder Kiesz, a patriarch of the Church of God (7th Day) headquartered in Stanberry, Mo., and later Denver, Colo., traveled extensively with his wife
in several states and Canadian provinces and at least four other countries preaching
and making music. See the articles beginning on pages 1 and 4 about the Kieszes’
ministry and memories of the CG7 and Herbert Armstrong. See another photo of
Elder Kiesz on page 1. [Photo from giveshare.org, the website of Giving & Sharing]

Gentiles’ were fulfilled. Many prophecies show that the ‘times of the
Gentiles’ have not yet ended.
“The greatest proof that the ‘times
of the Gentiles’ have not yet ended is
the simple fact that the Gentile Arabs
are still in possession of the old city of
Jerusalem. They will remain in control of this city until the Second Coming of Christ, at which time He will
deliver Jerusalem, the Jews and all
Israel from Gentile domination.”
The 1967 war
As known from his previous teachings—namely that the Jews are not
fulfilling prophecy, but all Israel will
at the Second Advent—he had to
change his ideas, as reflected in his
PERSONAL from the Editor, in The
Plain Truth, June 1967:
“JEWS TAKE JERUSALEM
“What is the real significance? The

This is a bad perversion of the facts.
It is the Arab world of today who are
the descendants of Esau (Gen. 36:8-9;
Deuteronomy 2:1-5; Obadiah). They
are Semites.
This is not true of the Turks, for
they are descendants of a Mongolian
race of peoples. Every history student
should know that the Seljuk Turks
from Turkestan (the Steppes of Asia)
settled in Asia Minor during the 11th
century and that the Ottoman Turks
from Asia later settled among the
Seljuks.
They were largely Moslem in religion, but blended with the various
strains of people who had lived there.
In 1453 they caused the fall of Constantinople.
Truman casting of lots
There is plenty of evidence that the
present race of Arabs are referred to in

Turkey was not wiped out by Britain. Palestine and Egypt were not
captured by the Roman Axis powers. Hitler and the False Prophet
did not set up the tabernacle and the palace in Jerusalem.
will he fail in some more of his current predictions.
He says that the United States,
England and Canada will be taken
into captivity by the Germans. If this
were true then these could not be present in the Battle of Armageddon in the
Near East to oppose Russia and her
hordes. But the lion (England) and the
young lions (her offspring) will be
present to fight against Russia according to Ezekiel 38:10-13.
Question mark
The Plain Truth, Vol. 13, June
1948, contained a lead article on
“Jews Are a Nation Again! Prophecy
Fulfilled?”
Notice that he left the heading with
a question mark. He stated in that article that instead of being a nation at all
it is a colossal illusion. It was further
stated that the return of the Jews to
Palestine was not the prophesied exo-

Israelis won a flash war—a blitzkrieg,
Israeli style! The news reporters do
not know what it means. But you can
know! For this is one of the major fulfillments of Biblical prophecy! There
will be a Jewish Temple built in Jerusalem, with animal sacrifices once
again being offered, probably within
about four and one half years.
“It is going to take some time to
build such a Temple. And I don’t see
how they are going to have another
month to spare—in taking over the
‘old city’ now in Arab hands—if they
are going to have the Temple built by
the time indicated by prophecy.”
Who are Esau’s descendants?
Now to The Plain Truth, March
1968:
“Watch Jerusalem! Watch Israel!
“The recent Israeli victory gave
them complete control of the city of
Jerusalem—including the original site

Obadiah and in Ezekiel 35. The casting of lots for the possession of Jerusalem (Joel 3:3, Obadiah 11) was carried out under former president Harry
Truman’s administration.
It is not Turkey but the Arabs who
are fighting Jacob today. How could
anyone overlook what is actually happening in the Near East?
So, on and on. One writer claims
that some 60 prophecies failed. Now
all of the references to false predictions must be measured and weighed
in the light of the Holy Scriptures;
namely, if a prophet speaks in the
name of the Eternal, if the thing does
not come to pass, it is what the LORD
did not speak.
So it seems only fair to conclude
that Herbert Armstrong is a self-proclaimed prophet.
Born again when?
Not only has Armstrong serious-

ly misinterpreted some of the
prophecies, but there are also discrepancies in his doctrinal teachings and practices.
Armstrong is off with his interpretation as to the time when one is born
again. He teaches that one is born
again when he is resurrected or translated at the second coming of the
Messiah.
According to our Savior’s warning,
it will be too late then. I suggest that
you order our tract on “The New
Birth.”
He teaches that Melchisedec is or
was the Son of God, whereas the
Bible states that Jesus is “another
priest” made after the “order of
Melchisedec.” See Hebrews 7:11-17.
In Bible Story, Vol. III, p. 32, you
read that the Scapegoat, as pictured in
Leviticus the 16th chapter, represented the devil. Every Bible student
knows, however, that the Son of God
is the Sin-bearer or the Scapegoat
(Isaiah 53:10-12; 1 Peter 2:24).
[For even more on the two goats,
see Dave Havir’s “Here’s a Handy
Guide for Sorting Out the Goats of
Leviticus 16” on page 13 of THE
JOURNAL, issue No. 152, dated March
13, 2013.]
Why wine is incorrect
for the Passover
He [Mr. Armstrong] uses fermented
wine in place of grape juice at the
Lord’s Supper. But the fruit of the vine
has gone through a process of fermentation or corruption by the time it is
fermented wine.
Our Savior’s blood saw no corruption, so the corrupted wine cannot
symbolize his uncorrupted blood.
He teaches, like the “Oneness” people, that the Jehovah or Yahveh of the
Old Testament is the Jesus of the New.
With several exceptions, the
YHVH of the Old Testament is the
Father who created everything
through His Son, however.
Write for a compilation of the
“Christological Controversy,” which
deals with this matter.
Old-earth creation
He teaches that the earth was created long—perhaps billions of years—
before man, whereas the inspired
Word says that “in six days the LORD
made (not remade) heaven and earth,
the sea and all that in them is . . .”
He opposes the moving of the
Holy Spirit in the lives of the saints,
or in the services, and has even contended that those who claim that they
have been baptized with the Holy
Spirit have really been deceived by
the devil.
I well remember the time when
Herbert apparently was as much
against worldly pleasures as I was:
such as attendance at the movies,
dancing, drinking, card-playing, and
the wearing of excessive jewelry.
At one time he told me that his people need my type of preaching, but
now all these things are permitted in
his groups.
One cannot be spiritual and worldly at the same time (1 John 2:15-17).
30 splinter groups
Another question often asked is:
“Brother Kiesz, what do you think
will be the outcome of the Worldwide
Church of God?”
This has been questioned especially since the recent fractures in what
some have termed the “Armstrong
Empire.”
I have no answer for this, except
that I know that quite a number of
splinter groups have been formed
(perhaps about 30), while some have
joined the Church of God (7th Day).
Many of those who have been associated with the Worldwide Church of
God have become completely disillusioned, are bewildered, not knowing
which way to turn.
Some, however, have turned. Some
have given up completely, some are
See I KNEW HERBERT, page 16
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Notes and quotes
JOURNAL columnist
recovering from triple
bypass
BIG SANDY, Texas—Dave
Havir, JOURNAL columnist and
pastor of the Church of God Big
Sandy, is at home and doing well
after triple-bypass heart surgery
Feb. 26, 2016. The Havirs thank
their friends for their prayers.
Ambassador Watch
bounces back
AUCKLAND, New Zealand—
Gavin Rumney, blogger of
otagosh.blogspot.com fame,
announced the return of his
“demothballed Ambassador
Watch blog” after a hiatus of
several years. (See ambassador
watch.blogspot.com.)
Posts at
Otagosh that
concern
Grace Communion
International
or its many
splits will now
appear on
Ambassador
Watch rather
than OtaGavin Rumney
gosh.
Mr. Rumney explained that “writing on one
blog with two quite different
groups of readers in mind has
blurred the focus on many
occasions, so separating Dr.
Jekyll from Mr. Hyde makes
good sense.”
He said he would let his readers decide which of his two blogs
is Dr. Jekyll and which is Mr.
Hyde.

The state of post-WCG commentary has “changed hugely
since 2010,” he noted.
“Even so, I hope it’ll play a useful role alongside resources such
as Gary Leonard’s Banned by
HWA blog and Dixon Cartwright’s
THE JOURNAL.”
Mr. Rumney said his resurrected blog features a “widget in the
sidebar” that links directly to the
latest issues of THE JOURNAL. He
also said he will continue posting
a brief summary of almost all
issues of THE JOURNAL as they are
published.
14 websites
VALLEY SPRINGS, Calif.—
Alton “Don” Billingsley has sent
THE JOURNAL information about
the Church of God Faithful Flock’s
14 websites.
Access them all at cogff.com/links.html along with information about the church’s services including meeting times.
See Mr. Billingsley’s current
CONNECTIONS article on page 9 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.
“Because of God’s caring love,
He is continuing to use the warning from the voice and writings of
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong yet today
via our 14 websites, placing the
truth before the churches,” he said.
Address correction
An incorrect address appeared
in THE JOURNAL in issue No. 180
in an article about the reorganized ministry of the late Ray
Wooten.
The correct information is
United Christian Church of God,
313 Aaron Dr., Birmingham, Ala.
35215, U.S.A.

God’s comfort bring peace, unity
Continued from page 3

For everyone to benefit from safety and belonging, there has to be
room for everyone’s individuality
and talents to be expressed and not
stifled.
Powerful emotions need to be accepted but contained within boundaries. Those boundaries need to
extend to male-female relationships
and adult-child relationships.
Trust and feel safe
The group members begin to trust
each other as they spend time
together. Trust is belief that there is
goodness in the world and that when
bad things happen it is worth trying
again.
Without trust we cannot feel safe,
and without mutuality we cannot
feel we belong.
Mutuality is built on shared experience, good and bad:
“And if one member suffers, all
the members suffer with it; or if one
member is honoured, all the members rejoice with it” (1 Corinthians
12:26).
“Rejoice with those who rejoice,
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and weep with those who weep”
(Romans 12:15).
Every group tends to develop predominant characteristics, as did the
seven churches of Asia Minor
described in Revelation 2-3.
They were all Christ’s congregations, but they had strengths and
weaknesses.
The congregation is the ideal
environment for individuals to
develop to maturity as children of
God because it is, as a family, a
place of sharing, caring and contained emotions, as explained in
Ephesians 4:14-16.
Peace and unity
Are strong emotions helpful or
unhelpful? Are they enemies to
peace and unity?
Next time we will delve into Sue
Gerhardt’s famous book Why Love
Matters to find out what she says
about strong emotions.
My book, Comfort My People,
Saith your God, is available from
Amazon in paperback and on
Kindle.
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Can belief in the virgin birth be a mistake?
only to men, not women.
(aside from the two genealogies)
Others speculate that Ruth wasn’t never made it into the New Testament.
their tenth generation shall they not
The gentiles opted for a virgin birth
enter into the congregation of the really a Moabitess.
I prefer to think that Boaz solved that from their cultural standpoint was
LORD for ever . . .”
Later when intermarriage plagued the dilemma by making a choice sim- necessary to exalt Jesus, but which
Judah it says (Nehemiah 13:1) that ilar to the one God counseled in Acts from the biblical perspective made it
“on that day they read in the book of 11:9: “What God hath cleansed, that impossible to inherit the throne.
In the New Testament, Jesus’ greatMoses in the audience of the people; call not thou common.”
Is there a second turnabout in the ness derives from his human ancestry,
and therein was found written, that the
as in the first two chapters of
Ammonite and the Moabite
the book of Hebrews.
should not come into the conJesus became a son of God,
gregation of God for ever . . .”
The resurrection did it
not by Eternal Generation
How, then, could the book
Jesus became a son of
of Ruth sanction the union
and not by a virgin birth but
God, not by Eternal Generabetween Boaz and Ruth the
by his resurrection.
tion and not by a virgin birth.
Moabitess?
Rather, his sonship was deWhat God hath cleansed
New Testament for the messianic line clared by a resurrection from the dead
Boaz faced a dilemma. The royal just as there was for the house of (Romans 1:3-4; 1 Corinthians 15:20;
Colossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5;
dynasty was sullied at its beginning Kish?
I think so. It would be the perform- 12:5).
by an unorthodox performance of
For the Trinitarian the resurrection
the levirate, and now if Boaz proper- ance of the levirate that Africanus
ly follows that law he violates anoth- received from the descendants of is really no biggie.
James the brother of Jesus.
It’s the Incarnation and Passion that
er law.
Exactly how it was we can only count. In the resurrection Jesus mereSome get around this by claiming
that the law in Deuteronomy applies surmise, for the pertinent details ly reverts to status quo ante.

Continued from page 14

‘I knew Herbert when he was a humble man’
Continued from page 15

very bitter, some have given up even
some of the basic truths of the Word,
some have gone back into Sundaykeeping, and some have turned extremely in the opposite direction of
what they had been taught.
For example, Armstrong taught his
people to pay three tithes, and some
now teach that no tithes need to be
paid at all. It is sad, indeed, to realize
the confusion and trauma some are
experiencing.
Some commendations
There are some deserved commendations for Herbert Armstrong after

all. He has been a hard worker in the
gospel field and has been the means
of bringing many thousands into the
light of the Sabbath and other basic
truths.
Originally he sacrificed much, that
I personally know of, in order to
spread the good news as he understood it. I believe in giving credit
where credit is due.
I knew him as a humble man. But
things have changed over the years.
He grew too big for his own or anyone else’s good, as far as spirituality
is concerned.
The majority of his adherents have
been thoroughly brainwashed, and

there is nothing anyone can do for
them anymore, as far as directing
them into the right channels is concerned.
Church of Sardis (7th Day)
His claiming that the Church of
God (7th Day) is “the dead Sardis
church” has affected many thousands
so that their prejudices keep them
from investigating what the disclaimed church is really like.
So, with all the apparent good that
has been accomplished, much harm
has also been done.
The final judgment remains with
the Creator.

Some in CG7 had been with William Miller
sent from groups within these states igan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio, Wisnections with the Seventh-day Ad- and from groups within other states, consin, Pennsylvania, New York,
the New England states and even
even as far away as New England.
ventists.
Some of those people, including from Canada.
Henceforth he preached as the
It seems that the Creed that held
Spirit directed and got quite a follow- Elder Cranmer, had for a while associing, which included several ministers. ated themselves with William Miller, them together in those days was the
Persecutions had to be endured. and a few had even associated with the “Keeping of the Commandments of
Other ministers united until there Seventh-day Adventists before they, God and the Faith of Jesus.”
One of the instruments that had a
were a total of 12, and he was instru- with some of the independent groups,
mental in effecting an organization banded together and eventually took cohesive effect upon that association
was The Hope of Israel, their
in the state of Michigan, in
religious publication, which
1860, of which he was the first
president.
An early creed of Sabbatarians was was open for discussions of
various views.
In 1863 the Michigan Breth‘Keeping of the Commandments of
There was discussion as
ren began publishing a periodearly as 1865 of forming a
ical called The Hope of Israel
God and the Faith of Jesus.’
General Conference, but offi(now called The Bible Advocially this was not done until
cate), and the contents of
Oct. 5, 1884, when a constitution and
those papers together with some of the name of the “Church of God.”
Some of the former independent by-laws were adopted in the state of
the contents of The Review and Herald, reveal that at that time groups of groups joined neither the Seventh Day Michigan.
In 1889 the body was incorporatsimilar beliefs existed in the New Baptists nor the Seventh-day Adventists,
England states, New York, Pennsyl- nor even the Church of God (7th day). ed in Gentry County, Mo., and the
headquarters established at Stanvania, Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Iowa,
Michigan, Wisconsin and even Camp meetings and conferences
berry, Mo.
Canada.
At the present time (1974) the
Many camp meetings and conMany conferences and camp meet- ferences were held in Michigan, headquarters of the General Conings were held, especially so in Mich- and some in Iowa too, to which del- ference of the Church of God (7th
igan and Iowa, to which delegates were egates were sent from Iowa, Mich- day) is located at Denver, Colo.
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