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By Jim O’Brien
IBERTY TOWNSHIP, Ohio—
The 2015 Winter Family Weekend in Lexington, Ky., was one
of the most blessed events of any during the previous 19 years. The Dec.
23-27, 2015, event reached new
heights of excellence and service.
Twenty-eight inspiring seminars
were presented by excellent teachers
who were often speaking to an overflowing group with a standing-roomonly crowd.
The sentiments of many were best
expressed by Hal Geiger, who came
from Wisconsin to present a seminar.
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Like the Feast
Mr. Geiger wrote about the weekend: “This well-thought-out, wellexecuted event just seems to get more
refined every year. What a pleasure to
attend and make a small contribution.
“The selection and scope of the
seminars are really exceptional and
rarely even matched at Feast sites.
“It has been a common question
posed: ‘Are these seminars recorded
or posted online?’ This year in particular there simply wasn’t one seminar
that I didn’t want to hear . . . and of
course that simply isn’t possible. I
realize there is cost and effort involved but with the caliber of the sessions it would be a good investment
of time and money.”

What a great testimony! People
wanted to hear all 28 outstanding
seminars. Where else can a person
find such a wide variety of choices
while fellowshipping with
friends in an environment as luxurious as a fourstar Marriott Resort?
Bubble soccer
In addition,
there were family-friendly
Jim O’Brien
events such as
bubble soccer, organized kids’ games,
volleyball, basketball, competitive
soccer, flag football, laser tag, roller
skating and family soccer.
During the evening there were a
dance, a free pizza dinner, karaoke,
bingo, a kids’ carnival and a variety of
inflatables.
Friday evening there was a special
event for kids called “PJs and Pals”
besides the Sabbath classes for children of all ages.
The highlight of the event was the
opportunity to worship together as
more than 600 people raised their
voices in praise to God, who makes
all this possible.
Heart catching
Guy Swenson delivered an inspiring
and thought-provoking sermon that
See BRETHREN FLOCK, page 16

She ain’t your granny’s church lady
The writer and his wife, Nancy,
live in Big Sandy and attend the
Church of God International. Write
Mr. White at wdwhite49@yahoo.com.
By Wes White
IG SANDY, Texas—Christian
Educational Ministries (CEM)
and the Church of God International (CGI), with support from
other area ministries, plan a women’s conference for April 2016.
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The conference will take place
April 9-10 at Timberline Baptist Camp
in Lindale, Texas, 20 miles from Big
Sandy.
The conference is titled “The New
Church Lady: This Ain’t Your Grandma’s Church Lady.”
I asked Nancy White, one of the
event organizers, what it means to be a
“new” church lady.
Trying to work
“The new in New Church Lady
stands for nice, empowered, engaged,
enthusiastic, educated and wise,” said
Mrs. White. “What we are trying to do
is work on being the kind of church
lady who attracts others to Christianity,
revising the sometimes sour image of a
church lady in the minds of young
believers as well as nonbelievers.
“Christian women should be women who spread light and joy, hope and
peace into the world. The term church
lady should not bring to mind a bitter
or grumpy or fearful person because
that will not attract others to Christianity. We are encouraging each other
to work on revising that image.”
Mrs. White says the conference

Two Winter Family Weekends
manifest in words and pictures
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Friends of Ray Wooten hope to continue
a ministry inspired by his example
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Mary Thompson and Mac Overton
write about civility, or the lack thereof
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Read David Jon Hill’s second in a
series, penned just before his death

Founded 1997

Lexington, Ky., Winter Family
Weekend carries on a tradition
The writer is pastor of the Church
of God Cincinnati.
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came about because many women she
came into contact with, across fellowships and study groups, asked for a
local conference. She first spoke with
Allie Dart at CEM and Charles Groce
at the CGI, and each gave enthusiastic
support for the effort.
Other promoters
Other groups agreed to promote the
conference, and Mrs. White began
reaching out to potential speakers
from several fellowships.
“Women in this area seem hungry
for the kind of education, fellowship
and support that can come from a
women’s conference,” she said.
Confirmed speakers include Dr.
Charli Caraway, founder of Restoring
Joy Ministries (restoringjoy.com), Melodee Eishen, frequent speaker and conference planner from the Church of
God Big Sandy (churchofgodbigsandy.
com); Brandi Webb, well-known blogger for the CGI (cgi.org), and Mrs.
White, who also pens the New Church
Lady blog (NewChurchLady.org).
The event will feature roundtable
discussions on Bible topics and women of the New Testament as well as
plenty of time for fellowship.
Confer on a shoestring
There is no cost to attend the conference. Low-cost meals and housing
are available on site at Timberline
Baptist Camp. Details about the conference, housing, schedule and facility,
as well as the link for registration. are
available at NewChurchLady.org.
Write Mrs. White at Nancy@
DynamicChristianMinistries.org.
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David Jon Hill
writes second
installment

Old
miners
never die.

T

They just
come in out
of the coal.
WINTER FAMILY WEEKEND 2015—Several Churches of God have their traditional
winter social events each December or January. The Church of God Big Sandy is no exception. Above: Jonathan Nelte sports a miner’s getup in the parade of costumes on Jan. 2,
2016, at the Big Sandy Winter Social. Mr. Nelte, originally from South Africa, lives near Big
Sandy. For an article about another winter family event, see the report from Lexington, Ky.,
beginning on this page. See related photos on pages 5 and 16. [Photo by Carol Bald]

his issue’s WCG-history lesson, like last issue’s, stars a
man familiar to many people
who were members of the Radio
and Worldwide Church of God.
David Jon
Hill, until his
death in 2003
a resident of
Northern
California,
writes about
his early life
in the church
and at Ambassador
David Jon Hill
College and
his experiences then and later.
Mr. Hill, a confidant of WCG
founder Herbert Armstrong and
his son Garner Ted, pastored churches, taught AC classes and presided
over the church’s printing and publishing operations.
See page 4 of this issue.

Brethren organize as United Christian Church of
God in effort to carry on ministry of Ray Wooten
By Dixon Cartwright
riends of Ray Wooten are doing
their best to reboot the ministry
he founded in 1995, United
Christian Ministries (UCM).
However, the new effort is operating under a slightly different name,
the United Christian Church of God
(UCCG).
Mr. Wooten died in 2014 at age 80.
Not long after his passing, members
of the Wooten family announced
UCM would discontinue.
But recently, in December 2015,
friends and associates of Mr. Wooten
in and near Birmingham, Ala., sent
out a letter announcing the intention to
carry on in the UCM tradition.
UCM began in 1995 in Birmingham. Later in life Mr. Wooten and his
wife, Peggy, moved to Fort Wayne,
Ind. After Mr. Wooten died, Mrs.
Wooten moved to Perry, Mich.
THE JOURNAL talked by phone with
Mrs. Wooten and with two of the three
principals in the renewed effort.
Mrs. Wooten said she is not person-
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ally involved in the UCCG but she
appreciates and supports her friends’
efforts and wishes them well.
David Duff of
Tuscaloosa,
Ala., spoke with
a JOURNAL writer
about the organization of the
UCCG and what
it hopes to accomplish.
By mailing out
the announcement letter in
Ray Wooten
December Mr.
Duff said he and others including
Keith Calvert of Birmingham and Fred
Mobley of Gardendale, Ala., want to
gauge the brethren’s potential interest
in a ministry inspired by Mr. Wooten’s
work in UCM.
“We wanted to see if our mailing
list would be interested in receiving
CDs or DVDs with recent presentations as well as material from Ray’s
writings and speaking. For example,

we have available the series on the
epistle of Romans that Ray did.
“Peggy said she will let us have
anything she can lay her hands on”
produced by Mr. Wooten.
Mr. Duff said the folks in Birmingham “feel a kinship” with Mr. and
Mrs. Wooten, “because we were together for so many years.”
THE JOURNAL asked how the ministry restart is organized. Is one of the
three men pastor or pastor general?
“No,” Mr. Duff said. “We have three
elders, and when we have local decisions to be made they’re usually handled congregationally.
“There’s Keith [Calvert], then
there’s Fred Mobley and then myself.
We’re equals. No one is president. We
rotate in terms of giving sermons.
“The accounting goes through
Keith’s office because he has the facilities and personnel to handle it. Keith
is a dentist.”
Even after the Wootens moved to
Indiana the Birmingham congregation
See UCCG HOPES, page 5

Flurry fete features edible Mystery of the Ages

E

DMOND, Okla.—The Philadelphia Church of God last
month announced its celebration on Dec. 7, 2015, of the 26th anniversary of the PCG.
After the Sabbath service two days
before the anniversary, PCG members
gathered on the church’s Armstrong
Auditorium’s balcony for a photo of
the original members who still live in
Edmond: Mr. Flurry, Laura Turgeon,
Helen Amos and Ethan Amos.
According to an article at pcog.org
by Grant Turgeon, the Herbert W. Armstrong College sophomore home-economics class then served snacks to the
church-headquarters crowd.
Members celebrated in other geo-

graphical areas as well, according to
Mr. Turgeon’s report.
In Hammond, La., they feasted on
cake around a
table decorated
with literature
written by WCG
founder Mr. Armstrong and Mr.
Flurry.
“I feel very
privileged to
have participated in another
year of God’s
Gerald Flurry
work,” member
Gordon Amy said, “another year closer to the return of Jesus Christ to fix

mankind and all his problems. Very
humbling indeed.”
In Sydney, Australia, members
shared a key-shaped carrot cake inscribed with “He Who Has the Key
of David” in purple icing and lined
with tiny edible bullae to commemorate the discovery of King Hezekiah’s seal in Jerusalem in a dig participated in by young PCG members
beginning in 2006.
In Pittsboro, N.C., members enjoyed
a potluck and cake provided by Heather
Fuhrman representing a Bible, a purpleand-gold crown and copies of Mystery
of the Ages and Malachi’s Message, all
edible except for the crown.
See also pcog.org.
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Letters from our readers
The 24th man
hanks for the David Jon Hill
article in the November 2015
JOURNAL and the pictures of
him. Will look for part two in the December issue.
Mr. Hill taught me OT Survey in
Pasadena. I had a dream in June 28,
1978, when GTA was put out of the
WCG. In the dream were all the men
and women I knew. A man in white
cleared up the mystery by showing me
a book, pointing down to one page.
All that I saw was the number 24.
Six months later in the Santa Anna
church it came to my mind to look in
Scripture for the 24. So over the past
37 years I have selected 24 men to
meet the requirements of Revelation 4.
I decided to add David Jon Hill
early this morning. He is the 24th man.
So thanks for the reprint of his article.
John E. Kerley
Via the Internet
Thank you, Wade
Responding to Wade Fransson’s
comment in JOURNAL issue No. 177
(September-October 2015) re the Patt
McCarty interview in issue No. 176
(Aug. 31, 2015):
Mr. Fransson, of Madison, Wis.,
complimented me for having transparent honesty in my testimony and in the
follow-up interview (JOURNAL issues
174 and 176) [regarding divorce and
remarriage].
Mr. Fransson, the transparency you
identified in me is due to the conscience-cleansing sacrificial blood of
Jesus and none of my own doing. I
receive it by believing.
A cleansed conscience means you no
longer practice hiding who you are
from God, from yourself or from others.
To me, being transparent allows
others to see Jesus in me as well as the
ground I’ve not yet yielded to Him;
viz., my old man.
I don’t have an issue with HWA the
man. I never knew him personally.
God loves HWA unconditionally: no
more, no less than He loves us all. I do
have a problem with his covenant advocacy and his gospel.
One point I hoped to make in the
No. 176 JOURNAL interview was that—
except for the sacrificial laws—in the
main, HWA preached we must strive
to satisfy all the demands of the Law
Covenant in order to maintain our
right standing with God.
The Old—Law—Covenant ended
completely when Jesus instituted the
New—Grace/Faith—Covenant. Yet
HWA was preaching we must keep
that Old Covenant some 1,900-plus
years after its demands had ceased to
exist (Galatians 3:19; Hebrews 8:13).
Law-keeping is the strength of the
sin. Those who are involved in lawkeeping are sin-conscious. Those who
are involved in believing (faith) in His
grace and mercy are forgiven-conscious (1 Corinthians 15:56; Romans
6:14; 1 Peter 2:24; Colossians 2:14).
Mixing law-obedience with faithobedience nullifies them both (Romans 11:6).
Christ is the end of attaining righteousness through the works of the
law for all those who believe (Romans
10:4). Note: “Believe” is the verb
form of “faith.”
The salvation gospel HWA preached
was “Jesus plus works of the law produces righteous before God.”
This is scripturally incorrect. Faith
in His grace through the finished work
of Jesus imputes righteousness to believers. Righteousness cannot be
attained by works. What HWA preached
was Galatianism.
You are correct in your discern-
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ment: There is a lack of forgiveness in
me, but not toward HWA. There is
hardness in me toward Armstrongism,
but the unforgiveness I harbor in me is
the unforgiveness I have for myself.
The consequences of my believing
in and acting upon the D&R [divorce
and remarriage] doctrine caused severe emotional damage in me and to
many of those I loved and was the
genesis of a poor self-image, the precurser to the hopelessness of drug
abuse and the loss of many productive
years of my life.
My negative experience is minimized when compared to the many
families with children who were torn
apart by D&R. The negative, emotional
consequences of D&R are generational.
But praise God for His redeeming,
delivering power in me. Yes, there is
still unforgiveness residing in my
flesh, but when it raises its ugly head I
see it as an opportunity to die to my

Narrative dancing
I’m writing in regard to
an article published in
issue No. 177 (September-October
2015) of THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD.
The article is “Broadcaster Learned Storytelling in WCG” by Mac
Overton. Mr. Overton’s
article reviews the excellent Interfaith Voices interview of Glynn Washington, host of NPR’s popular Snap
Judgment program.
The interview is titled “Glynn
Washington: Learning the Craft of
Storytelling from an Apocalyptic
‘Cult’ ” and can be heard at tinyurl.
com/glynn-washington.
Having listened to the Glynn Washington interview, I noticed that Mr.
Overton’s article contained some inaccuracies. I can only guess why.
Regardless of the reason for Mr.
Overton’s sometimes inaccurate renderings of what Mr. Washington said, Mr.
Overton tells us that Mr. Washington’s
“memory is off.”
But I’d like to provide a few corrections to show that Mr. Overton
didn’t relate and/or recreate the interview accurately.
Mac Overton says Mr. Washington’s
memory is off, and he said the church
taught that it would flee in 1974, not
1972 or 1975.

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

of Adam and Eve that such sacrifice
would happen?
Why do so many ordained ministers/priests today claim to have authority to rule over the congregations
and claim that the law gives them that
authority? Where in the law does such
authority originate?
Why do those claiming to be
Christians believe Revelation was written by the apostle John? Do Scripture
and history show such to be true?
As you read the above questions,
keep in mind the command given to
all believers: “Let your speech [responses] be always with grace, seasoned with salt [study of the Scriptures], that you may know how you

‘Over the past 37 years I have selected 24 men to meet the
requirements of Revelation 4. I decided to add David Jon Hill early this
morning. He is the 24th man. So thanks for the reprint of his article.’
selfish self in order to live for Him and
manifest His unconditional love.
Whosoever believes in Him shall
not be ashamed (Romans 10:11).
Praise Jesus, my shame is removed
even as it is being removed and His
forgiveness is transforming me.
He has paid all demands the law
has on me: past, present and future.
There is therefore now no condemnation to them who are in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:1).
Thank you, Wade, for your kind
comments.
Patt McCarty
Richardson, Texas
Snakes and poop
Re Reg Killingley slams an ad in a
previous issue from the Obedient
Church of God that refers to the head
of the Catholic Church as “the poop.”
[See Mr. Killingley’s letter on page 2
of issue No. 175, dated July 31, 2015.]
But Jesus called the highest ministers of His day snakes (Matthew 33:23).
Calling someone a snake is far stronger than calling a pope a poop, because
there is humor in misspelling pope.
So Reg might also want to tell Jesus
that Jesus should not have called the
leading ministers snakes!
Calling someone a poop is just
making fun of him, but calling someone a snake is calling that person evil,
with evil intent.
Most people would rather be called a
poop (numbskull, dope, dork, doofus,
goof) than a snake (if they had a choice).
So i (small i deliberate) did not go
as far as Jesus (my example whom i
follow) did.
Lawrence Albert Nowell
Obedient Church of God
Omak, Wash.

Mr. Washington’s words were actually “. . . I think it was 1974 or something like that.”
Mr. Overton says, “Mr. Washington
claims that the healing doctrine—
avoiding doctors and relying solely on
anointing, prayer and faith for cures—
contributed to the death of his father.”
This is an inaccurate statement. As
Glynn Washington clearly states in the
interview, this was about a friend’s
father, and not Glynn’s own father.
Later in the interview Glynn even
mentions where his still-living parents
stand (in a religious sense), saying that
his father is now a religious “lone
wolf” and that his mother is in another fundamentalist organization.
Then Mr. Overton again misunderstands the church experience Mr. Washington described, saying, “Asked if he
had gleaned any other benefit from his
Worldwide experience, he said he had
learned to dance.”
That’s wrong, because while talking about his WCG experience Glynn
said, “It taught me how to dance, narratively.” Glynn is speaking of a “narrative” dance.
That’s a large point if not the main
point of the interview, which for some
reason Mr. Overton did not fathom or
convey in his article.
Norm Peele
Columbus, Ohio
Mr. Overton’s response: “I can blame
it on my bad hearing, etc., but the fact
is I apparently screwed up.”
The three questions
Why did the Jews of Jesus’ day
not accept him as their “Lamb” sacrifice? Didn’t they know since the time
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ought to answer every man [who asks
a question of you].”
I have asked three questions. To date,
I have not found any who have even
tried to respond with evidence from their
knowledge of Scripture and history.
As believers you are commanded
to respond to such. If you do not
know, then get together with your fellow believers, in your assemblies, and
work out the answers together.
Keep in mind while thinking of an
answer that you are responsible to
work out your own salvation.
Ray E. Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net
Lincoln, N.D.
Eat, drink and be wary
This is in response to Angelo Diaz
in the No. 178 issue, who asked me
about Sabbath mail and package
delivery.
[The context of Mr. Diaz’s letter
was Mr. Young’s article beginning on
page 8 of issue No. 177, dated September-October 2015, in which Mr.
Young argued that eating in restaurants on the Sabbath inspires restaurant personnel to break the Sabbath. Mr. Diaz is asking Mr. Young if
he thinks accepting deliveries on the
Sabbath likewise encourages postoffice employees to break the Sabbath.]
Delivery services may be contacted
to avoid Sabbath delivery.
The U.S. Postal Service does allow
mail to be held one day a week, so not
delivered on that day. But a card must
be obtained from a local office and
filled out. Good for just one day, not
every week. Not very Sabbath friendly.
Jan Young
Yuma, Ariz.
A gathering of two or three
On page 6 of issue No. 177 we find
an unsigned advertisement [placed by
CreatorsCovenant] asking a question
about water baptism [“Did the apostles baptize in the name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit?”].
I do not believe the author, whoever she, he or they may be, made a clear
distinction on their position on several
issues.
Is the Bible the Word of God? Apparently not in all cases. The Bible
was rarely translated accurately and is
often interpreted inaccurately.
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Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
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Does God really need two or three
people to tell Him if we have sinned?
People typically use this two-or-threewitness thing when it fits their purpose. Here at least CreatorsCovenant
proffers a disclaimer: “Facts are established,” the writer says, by repetition
in Scripture on “virtually everything
that is important.”
I think saying “virtually everything”
is wiser than saying “everything.”
I believe that baptism did not originate with John the Baptist. It was already in practice among those joining
the Jewish religion. Early on, the apostles seemed to believe one must join
the Jewish religion to be a Christian.
Is modern water baptism anything
other than a ceremonial initiation into
a particular religious group?
The biblical evidence we have may
suggest that Paul and John, among
others, did not practice baptism later
in their teachings. Some Christian
groups do not practice the ritual today.
CreatorsCovenant asks, “If the
apostles didn’t do it, why would anyone else?”
John 4:2: Jesus’ disciples baptized,
but he did not. Did I miss something
here?
Without an explanation, the phrase
“into the name Lord Jesus” could be
considered a magic formula.
Just what does the name Lord Jesus
imply? My opinion is that Paul pretty
much sums it up in Ephesians 1:4:
“According as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love.”
“Holy and without blame before
God in love” seems to me the apostles’ teaching as to what we should be
immersed into.”
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
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Columns and commentary

Give benefit of doubt before verbally assaulting
The writer is a clinical psychologist
in Louisville. She attends a small
home fellowship with her husband,
Dan Vandivier, and friends.
By Mary K. Thompson
OUISVILLE, Ky.—Recently I
attended a service meeting with
an organization to which I belong, and I learned about knowledgebased decision-making. There are several aspects of this type of decisionmaking, but what stood out for me was
the concept of presuming goodwill.
This concept simply asks that participants give the benefit of the doubt
to others as they express their opinion,
even if it differs strongly from the
opinions they hold. Presuming goodwill means that you decide to believe

L

that the view expressed is coming
from good intent and not from malice.
Desired benefits
Such a concept is designed to allow
a safe and trusting environment
to emerge—with
this type of flexibility and safety
typically leading
to better decision-making.
What are some
of the intended
results of this
Mary Thompson
concept?
Even if everyone is not pleased with the ultimate
decision, it allows for everyone to be

heard and to air out differences and
grievances.
It allows for the preservation of
good relationships among members of
a group, even when strong differences
of opinions may persist.
If this type of reminder is needed
even in a group of like-minded people
in the same organization, imagine how
much more it might be needed in other
contexts.
Decreasing resentment
Not only does presuming goodwill
allow for a safer environment, it
makes for a more pleasant experience
for every member in the meeting.
Stewing with anger and resentment
is not good for anyone and often leads
See A STRIKING LACK, page 6

“We won’t be saved by Bibles we did not buy, nor
will we we saved by Bibles we did not read.”

Surprisingly, Jesus didn’t mention grace
The writer, a longtime Church of
God member, posts regularly at morningcompanion.blogspot.com. Write
Mr. Cacchio at l_cacchio@yahoo.
com or 705 NE Bryant Dr., Lee's
Summit, Mo. 64086, U.S.A. See also
kccog.org.
By Lenny Cacchio
EE’S SUMMIT, Mo.—Grace
is not where you think it is.
Take out a concordance and
look. How often does the word grace
appear in the Gospels?
This word that is at the center of
Christian doctrine is surprisingly
sparse in Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John. Here are the only places where
the word grace appears in the King
James Version of the Gospels:
Luke 2:40, where we are told
that Jesus as a child waxed strong in
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the Spirit and that the grace of God
was upon Him.
John 1:14-17, where John emphasizes that Jesus was filled with and
came to give grace and truth.
(Note:
Some translations use the
word grace in
Luke 2:52 in
place of the
King James rendering of “favour.”)
So the word
grace is used
in only two Lenny Cacchio
chapters of the
Gospels, and it is used sparingly at
that. It is conspicuous in its absence
from places where we might think it
should be, for you will never find the

word grace in the red letters of your
Bible.
Put differently, the word never
passes through Jesus’ lips, and I
would offer that this curious fact is by
design.
Jesus did not have to use this word
that is so important to understanding
God’s nature because He didn’t have
to. He didn’t have to because He modeled what grace is through the way He
lived His life. He lived it so perfectly
that we can learn what grace is by
looking to His example.
We’re going to take a brief look at
how Jesus lived grace by taking a
brief tour of John’s Gospel. In the
preamble to that Gospel (John 1:118), John lays out (in verses 14-17)
what he will write about in the chapters that follow.
See GRACE IS MORE, page 5

Do you enjoy the biblical symbolism of salt?
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—The Bible
is a great book. However, many
people use the Bible in a harmful way to promote their strange ideas
and to propagate their condescending
approach toward other people.
Are you aware of one of the main
reasons why people demonstrate those
two harmful habits?
People often seek to interpret the
Bible literally. What do I mean by that?
People often place too much emphasis
on specific English words and miss
much of the meaning of the original text.
Bible students are not required to
be experts in understanding Hebrew,
Greek or Aramaic. But Bible students
would do well to avoid thinking that
focusing so strongly on some English
words is the way to understand the
concepts of the Bible.
Some of the Bible is written as
poetry. Some of the Bible includes
thought-provoking parables. Some of
the Bible includes idioms. Some of the
Bible includes strong examples.
Did Jesus Christ really want people
to pluck out an eye (Matthew 5:29) or
to cut off a hand (verse 30)? Of course
not! He made a powerful point, and
He did not want Bible students to take
those English words literally.

times it is a symbol of destruction and
desolation. At other times it is a symbol of preservation and seasoning.
Notice some examples where salt
pictures destruction and desolation.
Deuteronomy 29:23: The whole
land is brimstone, salt and burning.
Judges 9:45:
Abimelech demolished the city of Shechem and sowed it
with salt.
2 Kings 2:1922: Elisha threw salt
in the water, since
the salt would not
heal the water. (This
was an action to
show a true miracle
from God.)
Jeremiah 17:6:
Here are some descriptions of the consequences of trusting in man: a shrub in the desert,
parched places in the wilderness and a
salt land not inhabited.
Ezekiel 47:11: Here is a description of swamps and marshes that
will not be healed: given over to salt.
Zephaniah 2:9: Here is are descriptions of the consequences of sin,
like Sodom and Gomorrah, overrun
with weeds and salt pits and a perpetual desolation.
Genesis 19:26: Here is a description of Lot’s wife turning into a
pillar of salt.

Destruction and desolation
I want to use the specific example
of Bible references concerning salt to
help Bible students realize the beauty
of symbolism.
When a Bible student studies the
Scripture, he recognizes that salt pictures two opposite symbols. Some-

Covenant of salt
Notice some examples in the Old
Testament where salt pictures a positive concept. Notice some examples in
the Old Testament where a covenant
of salt is mentioned:
Leviticus 2:13
Numbers 18:19

B

2 Chronicles 13:5
New Testament references
Notice some examples in the New
Testament where salt pictures preservation and seasoning.
Matthew 5:13: “You are the salt
of the earth; but if
the salt loses its
flavor, how shall it
be seasoned? It is
then good for
nothing but to be
thrown out and
trampled underfoot by men.”
Luke 14:3435: “Salt is good;
but if the salt has
lost its flavor, how
shall it be seasoned? It is neither
fit for the land nor for the dunghill, but
men throw it out. He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!”
Mark 9:49-50: “For everyone
will be seasoned with fire, and every
sacrifice will be seasoned with salt.
Salt is good, but if the salt loses its
flavor, how will you season it? Have
salt in yourselves, and have peace
with one another.”
Colossians 4:6: “Let your speech
always be with grace, seasoned with
salt, that you may know how you
ought to answer each one.”
Double lesson
I hope these scriptures help you see
the lessons that can be learned from
the symbolism of salt.
And I hope these scriptures help
you avoid seeing yourself as a literalist, but rather to enjoy the beauty of
symbolism found in the great book
called the Bible.

Separation from parents
can harm children
Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities. Her book is available
from Amazon as paperback and
Kindle versions.
By Kathleen McCann
ILTON KEYNES, England—In 2013 I published a book called Comfort My People, Saith your God,
which I am following up with a
series of excerpts and points of interest from the book.
Comfort is seen as soothing balm
to the afflicted human spirit, given
within safe boundaries. While comfort doesn’t solve a problem, it gives
a sense of well-being along with safety, belonging and acceptance, and
hence the energy to find solutions.
This sixth excerpt is on attachment.
What is the glue that binds a fam-

M

ily together? In
using the family
unit to develop
character within
people, God is
creating an environment where
people relate to
others.
Quoting from
Romans 12:5:
“We, being many, Kathleen McCann
are one body in
Christ, and individually members of
one another.”
Theory of attachment
John Bowlby, a British psychiatrist and psychoanalyst who lived
1907-90, is famous for his “Attachment Theory.”
After the Second World War Dr.
Bowlby worked with disturbed children in a special school. Having
come through the upheavals of war,
See A MORAL EXAMPLE, page 6

Say something they disagree
with and they vilify you
The writer is a longtime Church of
God member and retired editor for
many years of a twice-weekly community newspaper, The Gilmer Mirror.
By Mac Overton
IG SANDY, Texas—“Your
mother wears army boots.”
That was about the level of the
accusations made against me after I
proffered my
opinion on a
topic at a socialmedia website.
A friend had
posted on Facebook about a
Campbell’s soup
ad about two
men, obviously
a couple, taking
turns giving their
“son” spoonfuls Mac Overton
of soup.
The posting was from a group of
parents objecting to the apparent promotion of the “gay” agenda. The
group wanted a boycott of Campbell’s
soup and its many other products,
such as V8 juice.

B

Emphasize quality
I went to Campbell’s Facebook site
and wrote something like this: “I
object to this commercial. Campbell’s

ads should emphasize the quality of
its products, not comment on social
issues.”
I had no sooner typed the last letter
than the first of many ad-hominem
statements were posted questioning
my ancestry, my progeny and my
right to exist.
I was accused of being one of the
vilest people imaginable by people
who had never met me. This was all
because I posted a mild objection to a
social-engineering ad. I did not join in
the call for a boycott and in fact have
had Campbell’s soup and V8 juice
since I made that posting.
Dropping jaw
Still, one after another, people
called me names. Being a calm individual, I made one further comment,
asking why the commenters didn’t
argue logically about the substance of
my statement, pointing out fallacies
and shortcomings in it, if there are
any. This generated more vitriol.
One person commented on my
Facebook picture that I was ugly and
that my jaw drops away from my
head.
Now, I have never claimed to look
like Brad Pitt (although one lady with
bad eyesight once told me I looked
like Harrison Ford), and what does
See APOLOGIZED, page 5
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David Jon Hill’s life: It was ‘a Hill of an experience’
The writer was a 71-year-old former evangelist-ranked elder of the
Worldwide Church of God who pastored churches, taught Ambassador
College classes and presided over the
church’s printing and publishing
operations. He was editor of The
Good News and Tomorrow’s World
magazines.
A version of this article appeared in
THE JOURNAL in 2003. This article
was originally published in two installments. Mr. Hill died on Nov. 23,
2003, before he could send the second
installment to THE JOURNAL. His son,
Jonathan, located his father’s second
article and sent it to THE JOURNAL
shortly after his father’s passing.
For Mr. Hill’s first instsallment, see
issue No. 178, dated Nov. 30, 2015.
The photos that accompany this
article are ones Mr. Hill had personally chosen to accompany this series.
Mr. Hill’s title for the series: “A Hill of
an Experience.”
By David Jon Hill
HINGLETOWN, Calif.—In producing these brief remembrances
of my own acquaintance with the
history of the Worldwide Church of
God, I am trying to stick to a chronological order.
For some reason, in my first article
[see JOURNAL issue No. 178], I left out
two important events and people significant to the story.
My sister Karen came to Ambassador College in 1953 to be a receptionist and to operate our telephone switchboard. There were no cell phones, no
800 numbers, etc. Things were primitive by today’s standards.
Karen [pronounced Car-in] is 10
years older than I, hard working, dedicated. She loves to talk. This made
two Hills in the mix.
Also in 1953 Charles Dorothy, my
“brother,” left the University of Washington and his ROTC status and came
to AC for the fall term.
He began his AC course, and it soon
became clear that he had a facility for
languages and research. He studied
and later taught Greek. He continued
studying Spanish, working toward a
doctor’s degree. He took up Hebrew.
He was a glutton for punishment.
Back to my sister: In addition to her
duties, Karen began to care for Grandma Armstrong, Herbert’s mother.
My mother had been a nurse, and
she passed on most of her knowledge
to Karen. As well, Karen had continued with private study to improve and
update that knowledge.
Grandma Armstrong was living
with Dwight Armstrong, Herbert’s
brother, at the time and until her death.
Karen and Dwight became acquainted
in this manner and got married in 1954.
This made for some sort of further relationship with me and the Armstrongs
that I never did figure out. If I had kept
at it I probably would have found out
that I was my own grandpa.
Dwight, as most know, was the
composer of most of the hymns in the
church hymnal used for so many years
and an accomplished violinist. He was
a quiet man who kept mostly to himself, a good match for my sister’s social abilities and talkative nature.

S

Three generations
Brian Knowles, whom you readers
of THE JOURNAL know from his articles
in almost every issue [editor’s note:
Mr. Knowles resigned as a JOURNAL
columnist in 2006], was mentioning to
me that there are three generations of
people who have a relationship with
what was and still is the Worldwide
Church of God.
There are some, perhaps many,
Brian says, who would have no idea
who I used to be and some who are
unfamiliar with the first two generations of the WCG.
To make his point he mentioned a
person who asked, “Who is Ted Armstrong?”
Herbert W. Armstrong was the
founder of the WCG. Garner Ted
Armstrong was his son and the one

who carried most
of the broadcasting in his time as
the leader of the
second generation (of which I
am a part).
Basically, the
third generation
is running what is
still called the
WCG but has
very little semblance to the original. It is headed
by Joseph Tkach
Jr. Perhaps this
chronology helps
a little.

1

Remembering
Buck Hammer
I left off last
time (in the article last month)
with Audrey and
me, along with
David and Molly
Antion, starting
3
the Oklahoma
City and Tulsa
congregations in
the summer of 1960 (well before many of you were born!).
To connect important personalities, I need to mention
that Molly is the sister of
Shirley Armstrong, who was
married to Ted Armstrong.
Both come from a family of
eight kids of Roy and Pearl
Hammer.
Roy was responsible for
donating the property in Big
Sandy, Texas, which was expanded to accommodate a
Feast site and another Ambassador College. [Editor’s
note: Actually, Roy Hammer’s son Buck made the
4
original donation of Big
Sandy property in 1953.]
Molly is a bright, intelligent and charming person, as is her
sister Shirley. The sad news I received
as I write this is that their brother,
Buck, has just passed away. [See
“Donor of Original Texas Property
Succumbs at 81,” THE JOURNAL, Nov.
28, 2003.]
Buck was a close friend of mine in
my Big Sandy sojourn: friendly, humorous and all man.
Buck accompanied me on baptizing visits. One time we had a brief
lunch in a park and a bug landed in his
glass of milk.
“This little bugger is moving his
legs so fast I can’t tell whether he’s
cloven-footed or not!” Buck commented.
This was typical Texas and typical
Buck. I honor and will miss him while
remembering his contributions to
serve at his best at all times.
To Europe on ‘Queen Mary’
After the summer of 1960 I returned to HQ in Pasadena and my

2
MR. HILL’S PICKS—Not long before he died, David Jon Hill sent several pictures to THE JOURNAL to run
with his personal history of AC and
the WCG. Here are several. Photo 1:
David Jon and Lin Hill, not long before Mrs. Hill’s death, in July 2003.
Photo 2: Mr. Hill’s friend and “brother”
Charles Dorothy and Dr. Dorothy’s
wife, Joann. Photo 3: Mr. Hill prepares to solo. Photo 4: This is a formal photograph, which appeared in
The Envoy in 1969, of the AC board
of trustees. From left: Mr. Hill, Dibar
Apartian, Herman Hoeh and Albert
Portune. Also on the board that year,
but not included in the photo Mr. Hill
sent to THE JOURNAL, were Herbert W.
Armstrong, Garner Ted Armstrong
and Roderick Meredith. Photo 5: Mr.
Hill’s friend Robert Kuhn. Photo 6:
Jon and Audrey Hill (right) and Garner Ted and Shirley Armstrong pose
in front of the Trevi Fountain in Rome.
(Audrey Hill died in 1982). [Photos
courtesy David Jon Hill]

hours (because ship time
was changing
by 20 minutes
more than
once a day to
make up for
the time differences),
5
singing
songs together and generally having fun.
Ted was forever teasing Shirley
about something, and on board he had
her convinced that a real horse race
would be held on board. She could
believe this because of the monstrous
size of the vessel with its swimming
pools, ballrooms, many lounges, stores,
beauty parlors, etc., a floating city.
Of course, the horse race was one
that had already taken place, filmed at
who knows where. We could bet on it
if we wished.
And so it went. We had a ball and
learned a great deal to help in our part
of “the work” at that time.

6

ing, and you could still see into the
rooms, a ghostly sight.
Armed soldiers stood at every
intersection of the streets on which we
were allowed. We saw very little traffic, few people on the street. Those we
did see appeared dejected.
The Cold War became real to us as
well as the possibility of nuclear war
on our own soil perpetrated by the
same powers that had made these people’s lives so miserable. We sensed
that our cities could be even more dev-

Ted was forever teasing Shirley about something,
and on board he had her convinced that a
real horse race would be held on board.
duties there. Audrey and I, as good
friends with Ted and Shirley Armstrong, saw movies, went to have
pizza and chicken and Mexican food
together: good friends enjoying life
and hard work together.
I would often brainstorm with Ted
on articles, sermons and broadcast
ideas. By the summer of ’61, as a
foursome, we had the opportunity of
making a six-week tour of Europe. We
embarked on the Queen Mary, first
class, and had a marvelous time for
the five days of the crossing before
beginning our tour.
We wandered around deck at all

We rented a car and drove over
6,000 kilometers, ending up in Paris.

astated, turning not just into rubble but
into radioactive pools of total waste.

Cold War became real
The highlight of our trip, importwise, was a visit to the just-constructed Berlin Wall. Ted and I took a taxi to
East Berlin. The girls didn’t want to
go. This was 15 years after the close of
World War II (third generation, please
look this up in your history books).
West Berlin and all of West Germany was bustling, rebuilt, showy.
East Berlin was a mess. The streets
were still full of rubble. The world-famous Adler Hotel had one wall miss-

Relatives in Norway
We parted in Madrid, Ted and Shirl
going on to London and home and
Audrey and I going on to Paris to drop
off the car.
We then went to Oslo to visit relatives, more than I have here in the
U.S.A. I gained five pounds in five days.
The custom in Norway is to have a
hearty breakfast, with beer, and a
break at 10 for a snack on some of the
most delicious food known to mankind in more than enough quantities,

then have another hearty meal at
noon, another break, for smorgasbord,
at 2, and a sumptuous supper, perhaps
about 9 in the evening.
My cousin, Odd Baaken, was an
engineer and an underground fighter
in World War II. My cousin Torbjorn
was a brain surgeon who had endured
the privations of the Nazi occupation
(the Norwegians referred to the Nazis
as “the visitors”).
The Nazis burned most of the trees
in Norway before they left. My Uncle
Arndt devised a process of packed
earth more than two feet thick to construct new homes.
Uncle Arndt was the only member
of the family who did not speak
English, but we had no difficulty communicating because we both spoke
Spanish!
Not so superficial
Then it was back to the grind of
HQ. But we soon took a brief holiday
with our son on a trip into the mountains in the High Sierra of California
at 6,000 feet.
On that trip I waded barefoot in
what appeared to be pristine waters
and cut, superficially, my left foot on
the bottom. I cleaned it and bandaged
it and thought nothing of it.
After a couple of weeks into the
new college year, with the Feast of
Tabernacles coming up (a busy time),
my foot became infected. I was anointed and again thought nothing of it.
It got worse. After a couple more
weeks I had to get around on crutches,
but I kept working.
Not long after that I noticed I had a
red streak up my leg to my hip. I went
to the college doctor—the same one
who delivered Jonathan—and in his usual
doctor humor he asked
me, “What kind of flowers do you like?”
He told me if the
blood poisoning continued to my armpits I
would not survive.
I went to bed finally.
The red line went to my
armpit and my neck. I
developed a fever of
106 and was delirious
most of the time.
Audrey and a close
family friend, Coesta
Carter (I was later to
perform her marriage
ceremony to Robert Bertuzzi, who later became
a minister), nursed me
24 hours a day.
Mr. Armstrong came by to anoint
me and informed me that because of
my condition I would not have to fast
from water on the Day of Atonement.
However, I abstained from water
that Day of Atonement anyway.
My mother had heard about my
condition and sent a recipe for a poultice to draw out the poison: flax seed,
a plug of chewing tobacco and some
glycerin to keep it moist so it wouldn’t
stick like cement to my foot.
Audrey applied the poultice and
with Coesta’s help kept replacing it.
The Feast was fast approaching, and
most everyone had already left for
Squaw Valley.
By the third day of the use of the
poultice, my fever had disappeared,
my foot looked like a newborn’s, and
I felt great. I had Audrey fix me up in
the back seat of our car, and she drove
us to the Feast.
Speaking on crutches
I gave a sermonette there (on
crutches), explaining how important
even the most minor parts (as with the
church) of our bodies are.
Since then I have never ignored my
feet, even though they seem so far
away from the real me in my head.
The Dorothys’ name
As I recall, it was sometime during
this period that my “brother” Charles
Dorothy was busy getting his doctorSee AFTER SECOND, page 5
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Grace is more than just the dictionary’s ‘unmerited pardon’
Continued from page 3

John 1:14-17: “And the Word was
made flesh, and dwelt among us (and
we beheld his glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father), full of
grace and truth. John bare witness of
him, and cried, saying, This was he of
whom I spake, He that cometh after
me is preferred before me: for he was
before me. And of his fulness have all
we received, and grace for grace. For
the law was given by Moses, but grace
and truth came by Jesus Christ.”
John tells us that with Jesus came
grace and truth, and, among the many
things that John will address, these are
two biggies. In virtually every chapter
of John’s Gospel, Jesus is either addressing some important point of doctrine (“truth”) or is showing some
manner of grace, or He is doing both.
In this article we focus on the grace
question and how Jesus lived it. If we
are able to understand grace as Jesus
lived it, we can better understand what

grace is and how it looks.
In John 1 Philip decides to follow Jesus, believing he might have
found the Messiah. In his excitement
he finds his friend Nathaniel, who
promptly utters a slur about Jesus’
hometown. “Can anything good come

quite an embarrassment for the host of
the wedding and the families of the
bride and groom. Jesus was required
to do nothing, but instead He has
some jars filled to the full with water
and turns them into wine. The party
continues, the guests continue to

way to satisfy the unquenchable thirst
in her heart. Grace.
In chapter 5 Jesus singles out an
ailing man who could not obtain healing from any source and heals him even
though the man does not ask Jesus to
heal him. In fact, the ailing man does

If Jesus’ example is any guide, that little English word grace
should maybe be replaced by a more encompassing word.
Maybe it would be better to use the word gracious.
out of Nazareth?” Jesus overhears it,
but, rather than reacting in a corrective
mode, He jokes, “Behold an Israelite
indeed in whom is no guile!” (John 1:
43-51) That is showing grace.
In chapter 2 Jesus is attending a
wedding celebration. The celebrants
run out of wine. That could have been

rejoice, and families are saved from
public embarrassment. Grace.
In chapter 4 Jesus approaches a
Samaritan, a woman from a despised
ethnic group who also happened to
have a questionable lifestyle. Instead
of condemning her, He shares the
word of life to her and offers her a

not even know who Jesus is. Grace.
In chapter 6 Jesus multiplies the
fish and loaves to feed thousands who
would otherwise go hungry. Grace.
In chapter 8 Jesus saves the life
of a woman caught in adultery, but
also tells her not to do it again. Grace.
In chapter 9 He sees a man who

has been blind from birth. Jesus
reaches out and heals him. Grace.
I could go on about how Jesus comforts Mary and Martha at the death of
their brother, and of His servant’s attitude that He shows when He washes His
disciples feet, even the feet of Judas.
I could explain how Jesus treats
Pilate with respect and dignity. And I
can tell you about how He maintains
His own dignity in the face of unspeakable indignities.
But I think I have made my point.
Grace is more than just the dictionary
definition of “unmerited pardon.” It is
indeed that definition, but it is so
much more than just that.
If Jesus’ example is any guide, that
little English word grace should maybe be replaced by a more-encompassing word. Maybe it would be better to
use the word gracious.
If we use that, we’ll see it for what
it is and maybe be motivated to live
grace the way Jesus did.

Apologized to critic, who then said I should leave the human race
Continued from page 3

that have to do with anything?
I told the commenter “Have a nice
day” and said to him I was leaving the
field of discourse, retracting my criticism of the commercial, etc., etc., etc.
Once again, “Have a nice day.”
I guess they had already made other
plans. I also said that, while I might
not agree with it, people can do whatever they want to each other in the privacy of their own homes, but I objected to acceptance of that being forced
onto the rest of us.
No tolerance for tolerance
One of my critics made the parting
shot that I should not only leave the
argument but leave the human race.

This, mind you, came from liberals
who constantly call for tolerance.
Tolerance seems to extend only to

myself in the past.
My reaction: I prayed for these
misguided individuals that they would

and would think of these poor people
as pathetic and laughable if they
weren’t so serious.

I prayed for these misguided individuals that they would get over
their hatred. They don’t have to agree with me or others, just
logically consider that there may be other reasonable opinions.
those who agree with them wholeheartedly.
It brought home to me that namecallers would be a characteristic of the
last days. I admit I am not perfect and
undoubtedly have been guilty of it

get over their hatred. They don’t have
to agree with me or others, just logically consider that there may be other
reasonable opinions.
As I told JOURNAL publisher Dixon,
I considered it a comical experience

Carnal Sanders?
That was my spiritual reaction. As
we students used to joke back in the
old Ambassador College days, there is
a spiritual reaction and a carnal reac-

tion. Those who know me know that I
am one of the most peace-loving, even
pacifist, guys around.
Just a harmless little fuzz ball, as
Rush Limbaugh might say.
But, still, I would like to meet these
guys face to face and see if they really are 7 feet tall and 350 pounds of
muscle.
Mom’s life
For the record, my mother, in her
late 80s, doesn’t wear army boots. She
is small and quite feminine. Still, after
working on her feet all her life, she
could deck me or any of these critics
who talked to her half as snarkily as
they did me.

UCCG hopes to build on UCM heritage
Continued from page 1

soldiered on, Mr. Duff said.
“Of course, Birmingham is where
UCM began. When Ray moved, the
congregation in Birmingham continued.

BIG SANDY’S WINTER SOCIAL—Participants in the parade
of costumes at the Church of God Big Sandy’s Winter Social
pose as a group right after the parade. See another picture

from the Big Sandy event on page 1. See an article and photos
about a larger event in Lexington, Ky., on pages 1 and 16.
[Photo by Carol Bald]

A message still
“After the death of Ray we still felt
there was a message there that a lot of
churches and organizations weren’t
really sharing.”
And what might that message be?
“As Ray put it, the message of grace
and truth. Some churches have grace,
some have truth, but most of them don’t
have both. But Jesus was full of grace
and truth.”
A problem some of the COG groups
have, he said, is “they’ve tried to rebuild
what got destroyed. They’re trying to
recreate Worldwide [the Worldwide
Church of God]. But if that was God’s
plan it would still be here.”
Mr. Duff spoke of a “two-pronged

approach”: to reach out to the old UCM
mailing list and to grow the local congregation and reach new people.
“Especially in the independent groups,
that’s a problem. We seem to be recycling
Worldwide members, not bringing in new
people. Organizations either grow or they
die. The movement could easily die if we
don’t find a way to reach new people.”
More info
Mr. Duff said a website is in the planning stages and will be announced.
Meanwhile, more information is available from UCCG, 333 Aaron Dr., Birmingham, Ala. 35215, U.S.A.
See also “Ray Wooten Remembered
as a Congregationalist in the Midst of a
Church Culture of Hierarchies” and an
editorial by Mr. Wooten titled “United
Began in 1995 With a Wrong Turn,”
both in issue No. 159 of THE JOURNAL,
dated Feb. 28, 2014.

After second installment, David Jon Hill leaves us wondering
Continued from page 4

ate for teaching Spanish and compiling lists of what he wanted in a wife (I
was a romantic; he was an academic).
His list required the usual needs
every man thinks he must have in a
woman: She must be good looking,
well endowed physically, dedicated to
her man, etc.
But he also required a brilliant mind,
the ability to discuss deep subjects and
an academic background almost as
good as his (we don’t want to give the
little woman too much of an edge!).
He found what he was looking for
and married Joann Feldt and fathered
five fine children, all of whose initials
were C.V.D. So, even though he was
an only child, he certainly did pass on
the family name.
I think it was during that year and

the following summer that I started
congregations in Phoenix and Tucson,
Ariz. In order to minister to them, vis-

This did not leave one jot or tittle of
free time for yours truly and my wife,
as busy and lonely as I was every

I bagged a five-point (Western
count) monster that field-dressed at
240 pounds, as well as a doe and a

Herman Hoeh and I brainstormed [the modern locations of the
tribes of Israel] and came up with what most of you will remember
as the result. I fear it was inaccurate but certainly entertaining.
iting and baptizing new members, I
spent both days of the weekend covering what seemed like every square
foot of Arizona. I would drive over
with a student or two in training one
weekend and fly over with my wife on
the alternate weekends. A car there
was available for this job.

other weekend. Vernon Hargrove took
over at the end of summer.
Mr. Hill leaves us wondering
In the fall of ’61 I went hunting in
Colorado with Ted and several others.
We were quartered out of a church member’s ranch. We were all successful.

fawn. It was a three-deer area.
I killed the fawn because its foreleg
was broken and dangling by a piece of
skin. It would never have made it through
the winter. We used it for camp meat.
I mention this incident because later
that meat saved my son’s life. But I’ll
bring that in when it happened.

Epilogue
By Jonathan Preston Hill
he preceding paragraph was the
last one my beloved father wrote.
Life concluded his story on Nov. 23,
2003, with the same conclusion we all
reach: the end.
On Dec. 10, 2003, David Jon Hill’s
first great-grandson, Preston Conner
Hill, was born to the Hill family.
Preston will hear many tales of old,
both foolish and wise, about his greatgrandfather, a true Viking and loving
father.
__________

T

THE JOURNAL ran in November
2003 a tribute written by Mr. Hill’s
friend Brian Knowles. THE JOURNAL
plans to reprint that tribute in issue
No. 180, to be dated Jan. 31, 2016.
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A striking lack of civility infests communication on the Internet
Continued from page 3

to uncharitable thoughts and behaviors. It does not develop godly love
internally but instead develops cynicism and even hatred.
Resentment has even been shown
to lead to physical-health problems.
It may be useful to consider whether
presuming goodwill is something we
typically do in our churches or in our
daily lives. I am often struck by the lack
of civility that emerges on the Internet,
among coworkers and even, sadly,
among members of the same church.
Judgmental attitudes
Often I observe disagreements leading to name-calling and presumptions
that people with opposing views must
be motivated by harsh and critical
judgmental attitudes (often attributed
to the conservative side of an argument) or a complete lack of morals
(often attributed to the liberal side).
It is rare that people feel heard or
respected when we make those attributions about one another.
Sadly, this presumption of ill will
often leads to hurt feelings and lost
relationships and rarely allows for
compromise or even an understanding
of the other position.
Instead of learning from another’s
point of view, it shuts down flexibility
and a deeper understanding.
Good motives
It is clear that there are some beliefs
and behaviors that should not be compromised, but many times things are
gray or difficult to discern.
Many times people split into opposing factions over issues that are
clearly relatively minor and esoteric.
We can hold fast to our beliefs and
opinions, but those with opposing beliefs, even if we conclude their beliefs
are wrong or not biblical, can still be
treated with respect. Even if we believe
they are wrong, they may be operating
out of good motives, even love.
Recognizing own growth
It helps me to remember that in
some areas I hold beliefs opposed to
those I held in the past. I honestly
thought those beliefs were correct,
and they made sense to me at the time.
When I understood some things

differently, I changed these beliefs
and behaviors. Given that understanding, I can offer the benefit of the
doubt, or even grace, to those with
whom I now disagree.
Sometimes it is difficult to understand how a different belief or set of
beliefs can even make sense to someone. This happens frequently when we
interact mainly with those of similar
faith or political opinions.
Narrow circle of friends
I have a good friend who lived in

they are good people or not.
Good Samaritan
Sometimes we tend to make judgments about people without even
hearing their ideas or observing their
behavior. We judge based on labels or
appearance.
Do you remember how Jesus responded when someone asked Him,
“Who is my neighbor?” Jesus beautifully addressed this type of judgment
in the Parable of the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:25-37).

side are using the tragedy to promote
their evil agenda.
While some may use a tragedy in
this way, most are heartbroken and are
genuinely motivated to keep these
tragedies from occurring.
There may be strong differing opinions as to how to best prevent another
tragedy, but it might be constructive to
start from a belief that those on the
other side of the debate also want to
protect children from harm.
This is just one example. In a perfect world, the values of either side

Some are very religious and others are not. Some are
politically conservative and some are politically liberal. There
are few people with whom I would agree on every issue.
Boston when Ronald Reagan was
elected president. She indicated that
most of the people she knew could not
believe it!
She came to recognize that, because most of the people she knew
had voted for Jimmy Carter and had
little exposure to those of differing
views, they were out of touch with
how many in other parts of the country perceived things.
It was easy for people to attribute
negative traits to those “Reaganites”
because her friends did not know anyone who voted for Reagan, even
though he had won in a landslide.

In this parable, He contrasts the behavior of religious authorities of the
day to that of the Samaritan (a member of a hated subgroup) who happened upon a man who had been
attacked by robbers.
The authorities avoided the man,
who may have made them ritually
unclean. The Samaritan cared for him
and showed love and mercy.
Jesus was intentionally provocative
in using examples that would challenge His listeners’ biases. We can
also hear this as a challenge to our
own tendency to dismiss others of different cultures or religions.

Wide circle of friends
I feel blessed to know many people
from different walks of life and political persuasions. Most of these people
are typically loving and try to live life
in a way that accords with their values.
Some are very religious and others
are not. Some are politically conservative and some are politically liberal.
There are few people with whom I
would agree on every issue, but many
would step up to help those in need
and try to be kind and loving in their
daily interactions.
Because I know many of these people well, it is not easy to reduce them
to stereotypes or to use a litmus test of
my devising to determine whether

Both sides can have good motivation
When we know a variety of people
well, it is easier to understand that
people with differing views, even on
hotly debated issues, can be acting out
of positive motivation.
For example, when there is a school
shooting, it takes only minutes for
some to call for gun control and others
to call for the ability to carry guns in
more settings for the protection of
themselves or others.
I believe most people in both
groups are acting out of genuine concern for the safety of our children.
While there are good arguments to be
made on either side, too often those on
one side act as if those on the other

would never conflict, but that is not
our world.
Why try to change others?
I used to love to argue and believed
it was my duty to change people’s
minds. I do that much less nowadays
because I find it is bad for me spiritually and emotionally.
It has rarely changed anyone’s
mind. Instead, I am more likely to respond to a strong opinion with “You
may be right.”
That is not because I no longer have
opinions but because I think expressing opposing opinions is rarely helpful.
I would do so to stand up for someone who is being wronged or to avoid
being manipulated, but otherwise I am
happy to keep my opinion to myself. I
may change my mind later anyway,
and it is certainly not up to me to
judge others.
Listening to others’ opinions and
beliefs can help me to understand
them and possibly to be of service.
May learn something
When we interact with someone
we like and respect, we may be surprised to find that they hold differing
views from us on an important issue.
If we feel strongly about that issue, it
can be tempting to think this person
is not as good (or as smart or as

moral) as we thought he was.
If we presume goodwill and keep
an open mind, however, we could ask
ourselves if there is something we
could learn from him that we may not
have considered.
Even if we do not end up agreeing,
we can come to learn something in the
process of considering another viewpoint.
Regularly show love
It is possible to develop an openness and acceptance of people whether we agree on every issue or not.
This allows us to be loving and respectful of them and allows for sharing in ways that are meaningful with a
focus on what we do share.
We do not need to accept unacceptable behavior and may not choose to
engage in long discussions over issues
on which we disagree, but we can
love others and enjoy friendship with
them without jeopardizing our own
beliefs or relationship with God.
If people have negative motives,
those will reveal themselves eventually. In the meantime, we benefit from
giving people the benefit of the doubt.
Learning to presume goodwill
can allow for preserving good relationships within a group of diverse
individuals.
It also allows for less-resentful
attitudes, which tend to hurt the one
who bears them as much or more as
the one who is being judged.
It can allow for more-flexible
decision-making when a consensus
must be reached.
It can allow us to treat others
with love and respect even when there
are major areas of disagreement.
It can even keep churches from
splitting apart over nonessential issues
of doctrine.
If we can learn to be loving to our
brothers and sisters in the church and
be accepting of others with whom we
interact despite differences of opinion,
we can truly become a light to the
world.
How good it would be if the words
of the old song were true: “They’ll
know we are Christians by our love.”

A moral example helps counterattack detachment tendencies
Continued from page 3

the children lacked parents and were
malnourished.
Dr. Bowlby began to understand what
separation from parents, especially a
mother, had done to the children.
Another observation was to recognize how parents’ difficulties would
be passed on to the next generation.
Without safe attachment the children
had become disturbed and failed to
develop.
Secure base
Dr. Bowlby used the phrase “the
secure base” to describe the necessary
foundation for every human being
from which adult character develops.
The infant is initially attached to
the mother, or primary caregiver,
whom the infant sees as an extension
of itself, so a child will develop a
sense of his or her own personal security and worth through experiencing a
secure mother.
Where Erik Erikson saw maturity
deriving from biological change and
societal influence, we now see those
influences as stemming initially from
attachment to parents.
John Bowlby also observed that
deprivation, family violence, abuse
and neglect cause major problems for
the child.
Although the mother takes the primary role with the infant, the father
also plays a vital part. Returning to the
human needs mentioned before—that

is, safety, belonging and acceptance—
we see that it is just as important that
husbands and fathers can provide these.
The role of men as husbands, fathers and then as sons to their widowed mothers is of incalculable importance. The father is a rock, provider and pillar to the family.
Infants’ reaction
Dr. Bowlby observed that infants
react to separation with protest at
first, followed by despair and then
detachment.
According to Lavinia Gomez in

who care for her.
“She thus becomes well adapted to
the kind of care she has received,
cheerfully accepting whoever is on
duty and showing no distress if nurses
or childcare workers change rota or
leave their jobs.”
Moral example
People develop an “internal working model,” which is their habitual
way of responding to others, similar to
the “internal frame of reference” mentioned in connection with morality.
As our morality serves as a gauge

detach as the person grows older.
Firstly the person is motivated to copy
his parents by becoming a parent himself, but he is also motivated by identity, intimacy and generativity to seek
his own family and employment.
People who have secure attachments to parents and siblings feel
more secure in themselves to explore
the world and detach themselves
from home.
Those who have fragile or nonexistent attachments in infancy have
a greater struggle to be independent
later.

Dr. Bowlby began to understand what separation from
parents, especially a mother, had done to the children.
her book Object Relations: “If a
child experiences a series of separations from attachment figures, particularly during the vulnerable early
years, her capacity to relate may be
permanently stunted.
“The child with no consistent
mothering person, or who is moved
repeatedly to different settings, becomes detached from all relationship.
She invests in things rather than people—sweets, toys and money—and
ceases to discriminate between those

of how we treat other people, parents
need to be sure of their morality as
they deal with their children.
The sad part, of course, is that parents also deal with the legacies from
their own childhood.
Attachment helps with detachment
If children grow up attached to their
parents, how do they manage to distance themselves when they are adult?
It is significant that secure attachment in infancy leads to the ability to

Children thrive best in a nurturing
environment where older people are
giving them positive experience.
Attachment is both reciprocal and
interdependent. According to Strong’s
Concordance, the Hebrew word rea’,
meaning “friend,” refers to a neighbor, companion, brother or lover and
is a reciprocal term.
For example, if you are my neighbor, it follows that I am yours; if you
are my brother, obviously I am yours.
Hence Proverbs 18:24 makes sense

when it says that “a man who has
friends must himself be friendly.”
Friendship within boundaries
Reciprocal relationship has to do
with influencing the other and receiving
the other’s influence in return, which
can be done only within a community
when individuals respect each other’s
personal boundaries: being friendly but
not invading another’s privacy.
Quoting again from the Bible:
“Seldom set foot in your neighbour’s
house, lest he become weary of you
and hate you” (Proverbs 25:17).
Aiming to please
Again, the most important tool parents have in rearing their children is
the child’s own desire (innate, Godgiven) to please his parents.
A culture of wanting to please each
other is reciprocal and will produce
the best results in child-rearing. Equally, to value each other is the most
powerful tool in a relationship.
We receive energy from others
when we are valued and generate the
bonds of attachment that keep our
families together.
But don’t our strong emotions get
in the way of relationships? Next time
we will examine how the group can
manage strong emotions effectively.
My book, Comfort My People,
Saith your God, is available from Amazon in paperback and on Kindle.
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King
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Personals

Prayer request for Dan Cafeo of Shingletown, Calif. He has served as a minister in the Church of God for 40 years
and recently learned he has advanced
cancer. It’s serious. He has chosen to
forgo treatment and trust in God instead.

Personals

I am seeking someone
for a friend, a male of
age 55-65, deaf or HH
and can sign. Someone
who loves God, is
friendly, easy-going and
honest, loves people
and outdoors activities.
Friendship comes first
before getting serious.
My name is Janece. If
interested, here is my
E-mail: janecemm1@
gmail.com.

Would like to hear from friends Rick and Mic h e l l e B a u m g a r t n e r. Anyone knowing
where they are (originally Washington
state), please ask them to contact Donna
Weese, P.O. Box 765, Big Sandy, TX 75755.

Longtime Church of
God member looking for
male companion, friend.
Must be intelligent, 73-

Miscellaneous
What would your life have been like without the borders, language and culture
you had in the U.S.? Looks like your
grandchildren will get to experience
whatever that becomes. Think about it.
From a concerned citizen.

Obituaries
80. Able to take care of self and respect
a woman. Be g r o u n d e d i n G o d ’s
truth. E-mail bunniern1@roadrunner.com
or letters to Bunnie, 220 Sprigg St., Apt.
204, North Baltimore, Ohio 45872.

Janece

Bunnie

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

Scepter

Adar
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OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM

Why do you
tithe on money?

US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

DeLee E. Hargrove, 73, of Delaware, Ohio,
died unexpectedly from cardiac arrest
Dec. 10, 2015. at her home. She was born
April 20, 1942, in Yakima, Wash., daughter
of Arthur Hans and Coetta Stevens Engel.
¶ A devoted wife, mother and grandmother, DeLee is survived by her husband of
53 years, Vernon; sons
Michael (Kaye) Hargrove, Ore., and David
(Danielle) Hargrove, Australia; her grandchildren,
Jordan, Mackensie, Kristin, Kaci, Aaron and Emma; her sister, Farroll
Harmon; and many friends. DeLee Hargrove
¶ Besides her parents,
DeLee was preceded in death by a stepfather, Eldon Engel, and sister Penny Walker.
¶ DeLee was a member of the United
Church of God. She assisted with her husband’s pastorate and also worked part time
outside of the home. She was an avid reader. She loved to garden, cook and serve
others. She kept a beautiful and inviting
home. ¶ DeLee’s funeral was Dec. 14 at
Schoedinger Northeast Chapel in Gahanna, Ohio. In lieu of flowers, contributions in
DeLee’s memory may be made to
LifeNets.org. ¶ Please visit schoedinger.
com to share a favorite memory or send a
condolence.
Always an optimist, Ed Graham’s last
battle took his physical life, but he was
still the winner. He gave it his best. As his
body weakened from the cancer, he
stayed positive and hopeful to the end. ¶
Eddie Gene “Ed” Graham died peacefully Dec. 28, 2015, at his home in Lake
Kiowa, Texas. ¶ Eddie was born March
22, 1929, in his family’s home near
Lavaca, Ark., to Acie Graham and Elva
G. “Ray” Graham. The oldest of 12 children, he worked long and hard along
with his family to survive on the farm during the Great Depression. ¶ After graduating from high school he attended
Arkansas State Teacher’s College (now
University of Central Arkansas) on a
basketball scholarship. He left college to
join the U.S. Air Force June 26, 1948. He
served in the 37th Communication
Squadron in Okinawa, Japan; Warner

See CLASSIFIEDS, page 8

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

A Great Conspiracy

O

ne God! Yes! But how is it there are two? Take into
consideration how there are two. There are two
separate beings. Jn. 10:30: “I and my Father are
one.” Is that two or one?
How can two be one? See also
verse 34. He, Jesus Christ, was
(past perfect) in the beginning. Jn.
1:1-2: He was with God (Father)
and yet He was God. How is that
possible? He was the One by
whom the Father created all
things. Jn. 1:3.
A possible scenario: He, God,
made His plan to reproduce Himself. He said, “They will sin. I will
have to die for their iniquities.” But
who will resurrect Me? I will make
two of Myself.” So God made
Himself into two beings, “The Most High” and the “Debar”
(Genesis 14:18-20). (See “most” in Strong’s Concordance.)

“Debar” in Hebrew is equivalent to the Greek “Logos.”
This is done by the lowly amoeba. It divides into two, yet it
was one.
Jesus Christ came out from the Father. That is how or why
the Father is father and why Jesus Christ is son. This happened
before there was—were—angels and a physical universe.
Even before creating angels, He made laws that govern.
Jesus Christ existed before the angels, as He created them.
Job 38:4-7. Lucifer (Helel) was created. Eze. 28:13; Jn. 10:38,
17:21. Jesus became flesh. Heb. 1:3, 2:9, 16; Jn. 1:2-3, 14.
It takes God to do such things, and create the process of
it. “If you have seen me, you have seen the Father. Jn. 14:9,
12:45, which indicates an exact likeness.
Jn. 17:5: “—The glory which I had with Thee before the
world was.” My Father is greater than I. Jn. 14:28.
“I ascend unto My Father, and your Father, and My God,
and your God” (Jn. 20:17). Jn. 10:28: “I give them eternal
life—” He gave—gives—eternal life because He has it to
give. You cannot give something you do not have.

To order these books write:

Send all hate mail to
Lawrence G. Mumme, 10003 W. Constellation Way, Tucson, Arizona 85735

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

8

Super Feast Site 2016
Come to our FAMILY Feast site
Christian Educational Ministries & Church of God International

✔

✔
✔
✔
✔

Outdoor activities such as hiking, laser tag, zip
line, go carts, corn maze, Civil War site, a buffalo
ranch, 1800s local town reenactment, countrymusic show, ’50s music show, and boat rental
Indoor activities such as a family dance with
deejay, ladies’ luncheon, teen pizza party, and
a pie-and-ice-cream evening with live professional
entertainment
Housing for any price bracket! Camping,
cabins or hotel rooms, cottages, condos
No traffic congestion
Traditional hymns as well as praise music
accompanied by a choir and the band Peace of
Millennium
Please check out our websites, borntowin.net
and cgi.org. Or contact Wes White,
wdwhite49@yahoo.com
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Call

Classifieds
Obituaries

Obituaries

Continued from page 7

Land Between the Lakes, Kentucky
✔

Issue No. 179 (Dec. 31, 2015)

YEA Classes
Teen Bible
Studies
Kids’ Bible
Studies
Adult Bible
Seminars

Robins Air Force Base, Georgia; and
Anchorage, Alaska. He ended his military career as a tech sergeant, serving
as a cryptographic specialist with the
highest security clearance at the
Pentagon. ¶ Eddie married Marion Suits
Sept. 23, 1950, in Macon, Ga. After her death
he married Lillian Brock
Dec. 12, 1964, in San
Diego, Calif. He married
Sheila (Van Orsdol)
Dennis Dec. 21, 1977,
in Pasadena, Calif. ¶
After his military service
Eddie began a career in Ed Graham
electronics. He retired
at age 74 as the supervisor of broadcast engineers at Los Angeles City College in California. Always
busy, after retirement he learned to be a
locksmith and worked part time for the
Lake Kiowa Security Department. ¶ He
loved sports and played slow-pitch softball into his 70s. He was known for his
high, arching, but accurate, moon ball
that few batters could hit. ¶ Eddie was a
man of faith. He was baptized at age 17
and devotedly attended church throughout his life. At his death he was a member of Hope Community Fellowship
Church in The Colony, Texas. ¶ In his 70s
he made trips with groups from his
church to help victims of Hurricane
Katrina. At age 85 he joined other church
members on a mission trip to Mexico to
distribute gifts to disadvantaged children. He was a Meals on Wheels and
Home Hospice volunteer and a member
of the Gainesville Optimist Club. He was
also a ham operator and Community
Emergency Response Team (CERT) volunteer. ¶ Eddie is survived by his wife of
38 years, Sheila; children Debra Hoffert
and husband David, Daniel Graham and

916-233-0562

Bernie Tan, Kenneth Graham, Liana
Graham and Jonathan Graham; and
stepchildren Shara Guss and husband
Alan, Tina Dennis, Steven Dennis and
wife Connie, and Eileen Hinshaw and
husband Bill. He is also survived by
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren, nieces and nephews. ¶ Both parents and brothers Freddy, Rupert and
Johnny Lee Graham preceded him in
death. He is survived by brothers Mickey
“Mike” Graham and wife Colleen, Harold
“Honey” Graham and Genell Graham,
Franklin Graham and wife Pat, and Ron
Graham and wife Kris; and sisters Zeta
McLane and husband George, Becky
Bonilla and husband David, Linda Green,
and Rose Hanna and husband Mike. ¶ A
memorial service and celebration of life
was held Jan. 9, 2016, at Hope Community Fellowship church, The Colony,
Texas. ¶ In lieu of flowers, please send donations to Home Hospice of Cooke
County, P.O. Box 936, Gainesville, TX
76241 (homehospice.org).
John Morgan of Brisbane, Australia, died
Nov. 19, 2015. He was an investigative
journalist and author who wrote a series
of books about the death of Diana
Princess of Wales. ¶
John was born in Rotorua, New Zealand, in
1957 and lived in Australia for the last 25
years. He and his artist
wife Lana resided in
Redcliffe, on the shores
of Moreton Bay, near
Brisbane. ¶ John obtained a degree in jour- John Morgan
nalism from the Australian College of Journalism and completed his first book,
Flying Free, in 2005 about his experience as a member of the Worldwide
Church of God. ¶ In 2003 at the age of
43 he was diagnosed with multiple-system atrophy.

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

The Old Covenant Is Not the Sinai Covenant

M

ost attending a Sabbath keeping church of God think it
is. The rest don’t know one
way or the other and haven’t thought
about it much. This in spite of the old
covenant playing a major part in the
doctrinal changes that tore apart the
Worldwide Church of God.
“Then the temple of God was opened in
heaven, and the ark of His covenant was
seen in His temple. And there were lightnings, noises, thunderings, an earthquake,
and great hail” (Rev 11:19).
Does God need to have a yard sale
to clean out His temple? What is the
ark still doing in His temple if the
covenant inside is old or obsolete?
In fact, His covenant is not the Old
Covenant. His covenant is forever! “He
has commanded His covenant forever”
(Ps 111:9b). “He remembers His covenant forever, the word which He commanded, for a thousand generations” (Ps
105:8. About 140 generations have
passed since Moses).
The Protestant roots of the WCG
still tug at the churches of God. They
assume that His covenant is the Old
covenant because of old Protestant
teaching and sloppy reading.
The confirmation of the “Old Covenant” is recorded in Hebrews 9:18-22.

It claims that Moses sacrificed calves
and goats, sprinkled the tabernacle and
utensils after telling the people every
major precept of the Law.
The confirmation of the Sinai covenant is recorded in Exodus 24:3-8.
There Moses read from a book that
consisted of the instruction he had just
been given in Exodus 20-23. It didn’t
contain every major precept of the
Law. The priesthood of Levi is not
mentioned. Sin offerings are not mentioned. National curses are not mentioned. At Sinai Moses offered oxen or
young bulls, not calves and goats. To
top it off he didn’t sprinkle the tabernacle or utensils because they didn’t
exist. Moses had not even received the
plans for them yet. Either Hebrews is
referring to a different covenant and
different time than the covenant at
Sinai, or Hebrews is very sloppy.
In fact it is referring to a different
covenant. “These are the words which
Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the
Jordan . . .” (Deu 1:1a). “Moses spoke to the
children of Israel according to all that the
LORD had given him as commandments to them” (Deu 1:3b). “These are the
words of the covenant which the LORD
commanded Moses to make with the children of Israel in the land of Moab, besides

the covenant which He made with them in
Horeb” (Deu 29:1). “Therefore keep the
words of this covenant, and do them, that you
may prosper in all that you do” (Deu 29:9).
Thirty-nine-plus years after Sinai the
tabernacle did exist and Moses explained the fundamentals of everything he had been given from God.
Hebrews 9 is referring to this Deuteronomy covenant.
Among other things, God didn’t
require regular offerings at Sinai. “For I
did not speak to your fathers, or command
them in the day that I brought them out of
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices” (Jer 7:22). But they were
certainly expected in Deuteronomy
(Deu 12:8-11, 18:1).
One does not add to a covenant.
“Though it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it
is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to
it” (Gal 3:15b). Since God put additional requirements on Israel, He made a
second covenant to put the new regulations on a plane equal to His Covenant that He proclaimed at Sinai. The
words of Deuteronomy define the
terms of this second covenant.
“So it was, when Moses had completed
writing the words of this law in a book, when
they were finished, 25 that Moses commanded
the Levites, who bore the ark of the covenant

of the LORD, saying: 26 ‘Take this Book of the
Law, and put it beside the ark of the covenant
of the LORD your God, that it may be there as
a witness against you’ ” (Deu 31:24-26).
The Law is a second covenant that
was placed near The Covenant of the
Lord. It did not replace it, nor was it the
same covenant. It contained new regulations, which could not be added or
merged into the Sinai covenant. This
covenant that ratified the Law of Moses
is the Old Covenant, not the Covenant
made at Sinai. If the scroll of the law becomes old, that does nothing to His Covenant, the Covenant of the Lord that predated it. His covenant is forever.
Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. If they
have been unable to understand something so basic to His mind and the historical record of scripture, how can
you expect that they can teach you the
deep truth of God? Develop your own
relationship with your Creator with an
in-depth study of His word. This is the
tip of the iceberg of misunderstanding
that blinds (Rev 3:17) the churches of
God. A complete understanding of His
mind begins with understanding His
covenant and how it relates to the
Law. CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others have missed.
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“The Death of Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong”

A

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

nniversary—January 16, 2016,
marks the death of God’s late apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong.
Hardly anyone will give this date a
thought. Yet it was through him
Jesus Christ taught those who became members of the Philadelphia Church Era of
God’s Church that had its beginning in 1933
with 19 members and grew to 113,000 members at the time of his death.
An Apostle—Most never give thought to
the meaning of APOSTLE: Unger’s Bible Dictionary (Grk. apostolos, a delegate). In general,
“one sent with a special message or commission.”
This message: “Preaching the Gospel of the
Kingdom of God and the Ezekiel Warning
Message” (Matthew 24:14; Ezekiel 33:1-7),
while preparing the way for the return of Jesus
Christ (Malachi 3:1, duality). And over the 52
years of his mission he remained faithful to
that mission from God.
The Philadelphia Church Era—This
was also the advent of the Philadelphia
Church Era of the ongoing Church of God
having begun June 17, 31 A.D. (Revelation 3:713). The growing membership to follow
were taught the same fullness of the true
teachings as taught by Christ to His early
apostles (Jude 3).
The Promised Elijah—Alongside the
office of an apostle, Jesus Christ also gave
him the office of the promised Elijah to
come in the end-time (Malachi 4:5). His
commission was to restore the laws of God
and the doctrinal teachings. And Jesus
Christ confirmed that promise to His disciples (Matthew 17:10-11). And Christ did use
him to restore them.
A Fallible Human Man—Like the Elijah of old (James 5:17-18), Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong was a fallible human being and
struggled with his sinful nature all of his life.
The top ministers surrounding him with
daily contact at headquarters saw his humanity up close over the years as did the
woman with whom Elijah lived (I Kings

17:24). They, too, began disrespecting him
without realizing their own fallible humanity while forgetting he was the one Christ
used to add them to the Worldwide Church
of God. Not one of the great men God
chose to serve Him was perfect.
Rejection of God’s Chosen Man—This
made it easy to feel
their own self-importance and either totally walked
away from God’s
use of him or began whittling away
at the doctrinal
teachings, saying,
as was said to me
by the head of the doctrinal committee of the United Church of God: “Mr.
Armstrong was not infallible!”—meaning they had the right to change those
teachings. From what is observed, he
expressed the attitude of all of the
major corporate churches.
The Elijah—There is division among
leaders and members as to who the promised Elijah of the end-time might be—that
is, if there is any discussion at all about him.
There are the many denials: those who say,
“I don’t know.” Meaning they do not have
the Holy Spirit of TRUTH to understand the
Holy Scriptures that clearly identify him
(John 14:15-18)! One pastor with a large following claims he is now the Elijah! Did he
fulfill the prophecies concerning the Elijah
(Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11)? No, nor has
anyone else aside from Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong. And there is no time left for
another man. Besides, what would he
restore that Mr. Armstrong did not restore?
No Desire to Know—The bottom line is
they do not want to know, for if they did
they would have to acknowledge God’s use
of him in restoring the law and the doctrinal
teachings within His Church while preaching the same Gospel and sounding the
Ezekiel warning message to Israel and to
the Church of God. There would be no

more seeking for their own recognition and
gain! Instead they would be glorifying God
for His use of a fallible man but with a right
and dedicated heart to teach all of us and be
supportive of those teachings.
A Warning—Terrible times have befallen
this nation and the world at large, just as
Jesus Christ said would
take place in the endtime while comparing
them to the fig tree
(Luke 21: 29-36). With
the rapid approach of
the Famine, Disease
Epidemics, and the
Great Tribulation,
Christ pleads with His
people to open the
door and dine spiritually with Him before it
becomes too late (Revelation 3:14-22; Matthew
25:10-13). Sadly, it appears people do not seem to care.
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—To be so
blessed, please seriously study your Bible
together with the last book Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong wrote: the unedited MYSTERY
OF THE AGES, ISBN 0-396-08773-6. This
could save your life from this coming and
dreadful time. REMEMBER—Mr. Armstrong
was the man God used to teach all of us His
truth (II Timothy 3:13-14).
The Philadelphia Era of God’s Church
—Please know from Scripture it will only be
God’s true and faithful little flock, the remnant of the Philadelphia Era of God’s
Church, that will escape the coming terrible
times due to their faithfulness and
endurance (Revelation 3:7-13).
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes
only. Entire contents © 2015 The Church of God. All Rights
Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this
publication and trademarks appearing in this publication
belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Exit Nimrod Part 6
King James’ divine right of kings
e favored the Church of England’s hierarchy structure (as the Catholic it came out
of). He wrote a book favoring the divine right
of kings, obviously. Which is similar to the
ranking system of COGs following HWA’s
lead. The ones in charge claim it is mandated
by God for a few to rule the rest, and are above
the lower ranks so their decrees should be followed as God’s commands. To buck this system is to buck God. But again, someone
declaring himself the greatest should be suspect as on an ego trip.
Wikipedia’s article on divine right of kings:
Divine right is political and religious doctrine
asserting a monarch is subject to no human,
deriving his rule directly by God’s will. “The
king is thus not subject to the will of his people . . . It is especially favored and promoted
by unjust kings because . . . only God can
judge an unjust king. The doctrine implies that
any attempt to depose the king or to restrict his
power runs contrary to the will of God and
may constitute a sacrilegious act.”
“Some of the symbolism within the coronation ceremony for British monarchs in which
they are anointed with holy oils by the
Archbishop of Canterbury . . . perpetuates the
ancient Roman Catholic monarchical ideas
(although few Protestants realize this, the ceremony is nearly entirely based upon that of the
coronation of the Holy Roman Emperor).”
“This idea is found in many other cultures,
including Aryan and Egyptian traditions. In
pagan religions the king was often seen as a
kind of god and so was an unchallengeable
despot.” An image of Louis XIV of France is
shown in splendor as the sun god.
The Mandate of Heaven, as in China and East
Asia, is a similar doctrine. But these rulers are
legitimate only if they rule rightly. If bad, even
this ‘Son of Heaven’ may be removed by Heaven
and his mandate transferred to a better person.

H

True Christian view
on divine right
There is some justification in the Bible: God
decreed the Israelites could have a king, by Him
appointing an Israelite and the people were to
not set up a foreigner as king (De 17:14-20). He
was not to multiply horses, wives or silver and
gold. He must write a copy of God’s law and
read it before the priests, and keep it with him
and read it in his life. So he would not be lifted
up above his brethren, and keep God’s law.
Saul became the people’s choice for
strength and height like a giant. God chose
him for being humble. But over time he became evil, even trying to kill David. David
was a man after God’s own heart, but succumbed to adultery and murder. Though he did
repent, he had to live with the consequences.
Unfortunately, wives and concubines quickly followed. With Solomon they were at 1000,
horses abounded and his wealth was staggering. Though his reign began with him humble
so God gave him wisdom.
Despite his vast riches, he taxed the people
more (and his son planned to greatly add more,
a good reason the other tribes split). Solomon
was wise but wanted to know more so experimented a lot at the expense of his people. He
lost sight of the poor (as leaders who avoid serving others) while living an extravagant life. All
these excesses led the other tribes to revolt, and
even turn to paganism since the religion seemed
at fault. For many, the gods of the nations
around them seemed better than the God of
Israel. Who seemed to prosper an evil king.
Those who support royal humans believe in
a rank system with the elite in a higher class,
almost God-like. Royal right and divine right
are scams for the few to exalt themselves at the
expense of others. Jesus said those who exalt
themselves will (eventually, if not sooner) be
debased, and those who humble the self will
(eventually) be exalted by God (Mat 23:12).
Divine right conflicted with Thomas Jefferson’s view in what he stated in the US Declaration of Independence that all men are created
equal. But slaves and women were not, by the
US Founding Fathers. Though he had a child
from one of his slaves. He thus became more
lenient in regards to slaves. The US has never
been home of the truly free for all citizens.
Wikipedia in its King James Version article
tells how it was more Latinate than previous
English versions. Since a number of the translators were comfortable with Latin over

English. And James preferred technical terms
in Anglicized Latin. “Consequently, although
the King had instructed the translators to use
the Bishops’ Bible as a base text, the New Testament in particular owes much stylistically to
the Catholic Rheims New Testament, whose
translators had also been concerned to find
English equivalents for Latin terminology.”
And again, this bolstered a hierarchical system.
We are brothers and sisters in Christ and
should act from the heart as family members,
not lording it over each other how great in God
we are. Such talk actually implies we are farther away from God. Paul did it briefly to
defend himself against critics.
We do know the totalitarian rule as in Flurry’s
group is wrong and stifling for true liberty. Some
COG ministers believe they can rule with a rod
of iron now since they believe in their brand of
the government of God applies to the Church,
with them on the top rung. But even God’s rule
means justly, and compassion is offered for the
truly repentant. These COG ministers exalt
themselves in the eyes of their followers, claiming God is testing the laity’s loyalty to Him
through obeying ministers. But Paul said to follow him (only) as he followed Christ (1 Cor
11:1). Even he was not completely righteous,
having to overcome his own weaknesses of sin.
If disfellowshipped from one group are you
also kept from all? Surely if the main problem
lies with the ministers, God holds them accountable. Losing a ‘sheep’ from their fold in such a
case means the ministers are in trouble with
God. Jesus said the Good Shepherd would risk
tending the other ‘sheep’ to rescue the lost one.
Some ministers will claim their particular
group is the best, yet if one of these ministers
become disenchanted with that group, he will
split to another who will accept him (and pay
his wages).
Peter exhorted elders to feed God’s flock,
not for filthy lucre’s sake, and not as lords over
them (1 Pet 5:1 -3).
David Pack’s government of God
Pack’s reasons will be cited. Not all will be
addressed here, so some numbered sections
are missing. For the following, Pack’s quotes
will appear between two sets of arrowheads.
HWA’s quotes are within double quote marks.
My notes are in brackets. Bible verses cited
should be evident.
>>Mr. Armstrong repeated time and again
that “Government is everything.”<< (Copyright 2006-12 Restored Church of God) [Yes he
did, but proper love is, which he also emphasized. Pack and HWA seem to be very close in
thought on this government of God subject. ]
1. >>First, recognize that government is
central to everything in life. Families cannot
exist without it. Neither can nations, armies,
institutions, companies, churches, schools,
teams, organizations or clubs.<<
[But the history of God’s Church showed
various forms of governing, as patriarchs,
judges and kings. Paul called Israel in the wilderness the Church. Later had judges, but only
arose in time of need (due to sins of most of the
people, returning to idolatry of the nations
around them, so God sent oppression by foreigners). Certainly the smaller the team or club,
the less there is perceived need of a government
structure. There are COGs with loose structures
that avoid ruling hard. Obeying some rules does
not mean government is paramount.]
2. >>First an admission so no one thinks
Pollyanna wrote this. Obviously, there were
abuses, excesses and injustices within the
Church’s administration . . . I could describe
how I was the recipient of abuse and injustice
with the best of them—as well as made mistakes myself.<<
[His candor is appreciated. So ranking does
have flaws, but only because humans with
some flaws rule? He tells success of The Plain
Truth, Feasts, Auditorium, Imperial Schools
and Ambassador Colleges.] >>From song
leader and singing to sermons and sermonettes,
from announcements to special music, from
opening prayer to closing prayer, the two-hour
service was entirely a function of government
in action. This pattern did not vary until the
apostasy . . . With the Bible not stating a specific format for any of these things, it was government that gave the Church a wide variety of
traditions (2 Thes 2:15; 3:6).<<
[Sounds more like just one tradition. The

early Church showed otherwise (1 Cor 14:2633). When everyone had a psalm, doctrine or
revelation. But each was to prophesy (instruct)
one by one. One might speak in another language, if someone interpreted. We see why
brethren can get bored with monotonous sermons from the elite, while the laity sit back,
pay and pray. Though because the early
Church did things one way does not necessarily mean there is only one right way.]
3. >>No wonder that addressing and referencing ministers and other officers as Mr. has
disappeared in much of UCG.<< [Not used in
early Church, so they did not have the government of God? Requiring Mister to be stated
tends to be a distinction that Jesus condemned
as calling a minister Father? Mister can mean
master, but as in master of one’s home. Pack
led in WCG, GCG and LCG.]
>>A major rebellion ensued in February 1974
led by six of the eight regional directors.<<
[Pack cites 2 Pet 2:10 about not despising government. HWA left the ‘Sardis’ Church—despising its government, much less restrictive as his
became. Perhaps those rebelling against HWA
had legitimate grievances? As the many who
objected to his bad Divorce and Remarriage
doctrines. And he decreed no doctors, but when
he later became ill he used them.]
4. >>Can Brethren Remove Ministers?<< [If
needed, as in the worldly churches when abusive Catholic priests were protected by other
priests or allowed them to go elsewhere, still
employed and without warning others. Likely
would have lessened if the laity stepped in. And
many have noted that the sins of the world or
the world’s churches are also evident in God’s
Church. In the COGs there is the tendency for a
good-old-boys network allowing most any sin
by a fellow minister to go unpunished or even
addressed. Squelching dissent by the laity.]
>>There are now ‘brethren’ who feel it is
their prerogative to use Matthew 18:15 to
address perceived misconduct in the ministry.
In a terrible misapplication of this verse, some
feel that they can gather witnesses and approach a minister with their charges. When the
accused does not accede to and repent of the
offenses outlined, these brethren feel they may,
in effect, declare him to be a heathen man and
a publican (vs. 17). We have always known that
the last step of Matthew 18:15 is carried out
from the top down—never the bottom up!<<
[But verse 17 refers to the Church. Surely if
Pack was correct, Paul would have said an
elder, and not used the word for Church or
Assembly. Brethren need to act against a minister sinning too much or abusing brethren when
other ministers do not correct the situation.]
>>A true minister cannot be removed by
any except God Himself, usually through His
faithful senior ministers . . . if they are His
duly-appointed servants, they will always
have right reasons for doing this!<< [That’s a
big IF. Too many times a minister’s sins fester
and worsen because other ministers do not
properly address the problem. So brethren
continue to be abused, and tend to be treated as
if they are the ones with a bad attitude. So they
can easily become disgruntled.]
>>Marking—Romans 16:17 does say, however, that brethren are to mark them which cause
divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine
which you have learned; and avoid them. We
have long understood that mark means to take
note of. Of course, if any member anywhere is
authorized to mark any minister for any reason
(real or imagined) at any time, the Church would
have immediately descended into absolute chaos
2,000 years ago! For instance, how many enemies did just the apostle Paul have?<<
[We don’t want to go that far. Just step in if
ministers don’t police themselves.]
6. [Pack cites 1 Tim 3:8-13 for qualifications of deacons. Regarding ordinations:]
>>Must never be given because one is a
favorite, or is good at flattery, or has been a
friend, or has been particularly loyal—or as
happened many times in the past, was one of
the beautiful people, usually synonymous with
materially successful. Nor can it be a golfing
buddy, or worse, as also happened more than
once, a drinking buddy.<<
[Drinking buddies should evaluate if their
behavior is really God-like. The multitude of
disciples or brethren were addressed to appoint
among them 7 men to serve tables, as deacons
(Acts 6:1-3). Pack notes that Philip of the 7 did
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baptisms and later became an evangelist (21:8).]
[Pack cites Eph 4:11-16 listing ministerial
offices, and this passage: 1 Cor 12:27 Now ye
are the body of Christ and members in particular. 28 And God hath set some in the church,
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly
teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of
tongues. Which starts out sounding as if they
could be in order of rank, but 3rd is teachers
instead of evangelists not mentioned specifically? And what about the rest? As others have
pointed out, all these could be functions, not
ranks. Some people believing in ranks read
this into the passage.]
7. >>In the early years when need for field
ministers was most crucial, men were often
ordained straight out of college at a very
young age. Some were given high office, we
now know, long before they were ready. Over
time it was recognized men needed to prove
themselves—demonstrate fruit—before ordination.<< [The term elder means not young, or
not new to the Church. Pack cites Titus 1:5-8
for qualities in the ministry. He admits some
ministers starting too young were not really
qualified to minister. Yet were they disqualified by the older ministry?]
>>Of course, elders were not required to be
sin-free—exceptions to Romans 3:23 (all have
sinned). Everyone makes mistakes and commits sins. I certainly committed sins when I was
a local elder, and others when I was a preaching
elder, and still others as a regional pastor.<<
>>Regardless of what his feelings may tell
him, any man who has been ordained by another local elder is not a valid elder in God’s sight!
Not even evangelists carry this authority,
unless delegated by an apostle to do so.<< [So
if the last apostle dies, the Church is in a pickle? Pack does not say how HWA became an
apostle when there were none just before him,
and how the Church functioned when there
were no apostles. Recently, Pack fell for his
own inevitable logic. Since he believes it takes
an apostle to ordain elders, he became one.
Though he wrote before that it should not be
done. So now, since he did, others can do it?]
8. >>Politics Everywhere—Some of the
worst politics to ever enter the Church of God
appeared within these various structures.
Again, Mr. Armstrong saw that this approach
was too layered, and that it “cut off the men
too much from Headquarters” so he did away
with all the various structures that were continuing to produce regional power blocs. I had
one circuit for four years in which every
Sabbath lasted 19 hours . . . These things are
not written to brag. In fact, in the 1950s and
60s many circuits exceeded my workload.<<
>>Evangelists always received very special
treatment, and certain respect was obviously
due their office. They were thought of as senior VIPs. Over time, most evangelists, certainly those at Headquarters, came to lead gilded
lives. So did their wives who, in most but not
all cases, served little or not at all, but rather
stood apart from and above the little people of
the Church. Their lives often reflected no more
than a fashion parade.<<
>>Mr. Armstrong and others warned of the
dangers of becoming ‘rank conscious.’<< [So
he and others knew about some adverse side
effects of ranking.]
>>If any man think himself to be a prophet,
or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the
things that I write unto you are the commandments of the Lord (1 Cor. 14:37). Paul is stating plainly that a prophet would have to
acknowledge or accept—in effect, submit to—
what he (Paul), an apostle, taught.<< [No, just
align with God’s commands, not that a ranked
minister was necessary.]
[Despite believing apostles rank over
prophets, Pack states the Old Testament was
mostly spoken by prophets. And much of the NT
quotes the OT. So prophets were responsible for
much more than apostles. Pack says some think
HWA was a false prophet since he set wrong
dates for Christ’s return and had some bad doctrines, but he only claimed to be an apostle (who
speculated on dates) as Pack admits he himself
had done, and says Paul did the same.]
>>God has always . . . worked through one
man at a time.<< [But there were more than 12
apostles in the early Church.]
13. [Pack claims God’s people would not be
fooled by false teachers outside the Church of
God, only within, citing 2 Cor 11:13-15. That
is mostly true, but some trust in a few worldly
church leaders.]
[Pack does cite Prov 29:2—When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice.
Which implies that about any government
structure will do as long as the righteous lead.]
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[Pack mentions rule as Moses who was
instructed by Jethro to rule over 1000s, 100s,
50s and 10s as ranking. Though God is not stated as being for or against the practice. Most all
Israelites were carnal so God gave many judgments or allowances due to the hardness of
their hearts (Mark 10:5).]
14. [Pack claims an Advisory Council of
Elders was selected by HWA to advise and had
no authority. Except to choose his successor if
he was incapacitated or dead and had not designated his replacement. So the Church would
then disintegrate without an apostle?]
>>No ‘Yes-men.’<< [A top minister in
charge will claim he does not want yes-men, but
if someone he perceives of lower rank seems to
oppose him, even if correct from the Bible, he
may claim that guy is of a bad attitude and
‘kick’ him out. HWA did that himself at times.]
Conclusion on government of God
Many HWA wannabes or those who want to
continue his 18 truths advertise their particular
group is the only one continuing that tradition,
but hardly mention any ‘truths’ which should in
hindsight be declared wrong, or at least suspect.
So HWA’s errors tend to get repeated and
remain hidden.
Paul said we are all one, whether male or
female, slave or free. We have direct access to
God in prayer. The intermediary between the
Father and us is Jesus, not any mere human.
An ages-old trend is for elected officials to
live in mansions and get chauffeur service.
Jesus said the opposite, that a great leader is
someone who serves, ministers selflessly to
others, as He showed (Mat 20:25-28).
Pack brags that his RCG must be doing right
since they have so many members, but so do
Protestants and Catholics, and most have many
more members. Bragging is not a good trait.
Though the number of members and doing
good works may be an indication of bearing
good fruit. And Pack may be doing some good
as HWA did despite some evil. The biggest
COGs are most likely to be more liberal, with
watered-down doctrines to have more members, as allowing Sabbath-restaurant-eating.
What Pack does good is partly negated by his
stance on the government of God and believing
in ranks, with him on top. He does have a material lifestyle higher than most all his members,
and tries to justify it (weakly) like HWA did.
Leaders may claim a class system within the
Church, and their class outranks common
members. Even though they may also claim
their leadership resembles Christ’s as one who
serves. They claim to represent God’s government on earth now, so ‘force’ ordinary members to do their bidding, since who would want
to disobey God?
Jesus said no one can pluck a member out of
His hand (John 10:28-29). So a man claiming
your salvation depends on following him, or his
successor, is not right. Our salvation does not
depend on adhering to a particular group, only
that we must work out our own salvation (Php
2:12), in a physical group or not. The latter being
always within the collective spiritual Church.
Church leaders who are rank conscious tend
to not properly accept criticism that is justified
from the Bible, and reject the critic and actually what God is trying to correct in His Church.
Certainly our Judge knows if the fault of disfellowshipping lies with the minister or layman.
HWA said he was an apostle, and even a chief
apostle as Peter (HWA’s assertion). Though doesn’t that imply there are other apostles around?
Paul rightly rebuked Peter (as an equal) for
going back to a class system of Israelites over
Gentiles. And many apostles and other elders
convened to determine the role of Gentiles in
Acts 15. It was not just one head man decreeing
the law. Some leaders seem to believe they are
infallible as the pope claims to be.
A group should not have control over your
faith, dictating you attend only its services or
read just its literature. Though HWA believed in
that he learned much by reading outside the
Church box. No group has a monopoly over the
truth. HWA was in advertising, and proclaimed
his group was the best as if his product was the
best on the market, if not the only true one.
HWA caused havoc in breaking up families
being too strict on divorce. Then he later, in
order to marry a divorced woman, changed the
doctrine allowing easy divorce and marriage.

Similar to Israelites who could divorce for most
any reason, but God only allowed it for the
hardness of their hearts. Nowadays, even leaders will divorce their wives if they switch worship services to another COG, as if that must be
horrible. Though will not offer that as the
excuse for divorce, but some contrived excuse.
HWA claimed to be an apostle yet picked a
wrong successor. Though even Jesus said He
picked ‘Satan’ in Judas (John 6:70-71), 1 of 12
successors wrong.
John cited a problem minister who loved to
have the preeminence among brethren (3 John
9-10)—rank conscious? One UCG minister did
say if you feel uncomfortable in your group,
leave. He ended up following his own advice.
Jesus told His 12 disciples talking about who
was the greatest among them, to not act like
kings of the Gentiles who lord it over common
people while claiming to be their benefactors.
Instead of being the one served, He said to act
like Him in serving others (Luke 22:24-27).
The Church is described as members of the
spiritual body of Christ. But He is the head, not
humans.
Additional thoughts about rank
HWA claimed God only reveals new truth
(mostly old truth restored) to His apostle first.
So claimed a stranglehold over revelation from
God. Though much of ‘his’ new truth he actually sifted out from writings of others.
HWA told about the incredible human potential, to think on our own, but ranking stifles that.
Like living in a class system with most not part
of the upper crust. A WCG minister, during the
apostasy brewing after HWA’s death, said when
we come to worship services not to check your
mind at the door. Meaning not to have your
mind disengaged like a hat to be retrieved later.
Urging we study as the Bereans if the new doctrines were really properly derived from the
Bible. Untruths can be preached from the pulpit.
Some go too far while refuting a ranking
system, claiming HWA could not have been an
apostle since that requires witnessing the risen
Christ (Acts 1:21-22). While this was a requirement to replace Judas of the 12, no rule states
an apostle must fulfill that criterion.
In 1 Cor 12:28 Paul seems to list ranks, but
begins by stating all saints are members of
Christ’s body (12:27). Leading up to this (12:410) by mentioning differences of administrations and operations, but the same Lord. This
matches the OT where God ruled differently
with patriarchs, judges and kings. Though with
kings He stated that the people rejected Him as
supreme king in doing so, to be like the Gentiles
(1 Sam 8:5-7). God listed the bad things about
having a human king, as their children made to
serve him: Another tithe to pay for him and his
bureaucracy (even more taxes ensued later),
enlisting many as his servants. And kings
became hereditary leaders so were not elected
by choice of the people. Leaders should avoid
padding their own salaries while helping the
poor have more than just enough to survive.
Paul continues in 1 Cor 12 expressing a more
excellent way than to concentrate on contending
for the best Holy Spirit gifts, by properly loving
others (chapter 13). Love vaunts not itself, is not
puffed up (13:4). The Days of Unleavened
Bread lesson people should follow all year.
Christ is head of every man, and the head of
every (married) woman is the man (her husband). Christ’s head is God (the Father 1 Cor
11:3). We are to submit to those over us, unless
that means disobeying God.
In the case of the sexually impure man, Paul
told the Assembly to exclude him, not addressing the elders specifically to do so.
Holman’s Bible Dictionary—“We must not
think of Paul as an established administrator
over the churches he founded. His letters give
evidence that he did not command or dictate to
his churches; rather he persuaded them. The
lengthy correspondence with the church at
Corinth was Paul’s effort to persuade them to
adopt the correct attitude towards specific problems as well as toward himself.”
The world’s militaries and polices are ranking systems, so the orders by the top officers are
to be carried out without questioning how good
the orders are. Hierarchical so Satan does not
necessarily have to control all individually, but
mostly just those in charge, his pyramid
scheme. Those near the top know the evil plans,
while those underneath are kept ignorant. God
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inspired Philip, a mere deacon then, to preach
to outsiders (Acts 8:5-12). An exception to the
rule? Though no rule states Gospel preaching
must be done by ordained ministers.
HWA demanded that male members wear a
business suit and tie at worship services. Likely
because he used to want to be a successful businessman in the eyes of this world. Though going
too casual to worship services would not convey
respect toward God. Even worldly leaders would
get more respect than that. Demanding a suit and
tie for men while not some suit for women conveyed a class system of men over women. While
men are to lead in worship services, this does not
mean women are of lesser value. Again, we are
all family members of Jesus as elder brother.
Too many ministers of God misrule. If a
member comes to them with a real problem in
their group, as a whistleblower, too often he is
not believed. Shunned or eventually kicked out.
Marked or disfellowshipped. Particularly if the
problem relates to leadership in the group, sin by
deacons or pastors. To address the issue, many a
witness does not show up, afraid of what the
pastor might do against him, or be shunned by
fellow members for rocking the boat.
Too many ministers demand too much of the
laity, as requiring too much in tithes, as HWA.
Tithe was termed by the increase of the field
(De 14:22; as many commands spoken in
regards to the average farmer as Ex 20:10). The
grain used to grow the next crop can be deducted from the overall increase. As well as other
costs of doing business deducted to arrive at the
total net increase. We can deduct cost of things
as work clothes and transportation for our job.
Overall, we are to give as we are able. If costs
exceed income, no tithe would be required, as
those on retirement without any increase.
Sabbath-restaurant-eater excuses
A. Some claim it is all right if on a trip.
Apparently they feel it is a sin near their home,
but near someone else’s home it is not?!
These same eaters most likely believe if they
were in the restaurant business, they would
cease from work on the Sabbath (weekly or
annual) and if they were owner they would not
employ others to work on the Sabbath. Should
people of God take advantage of someone
working and sinning on a Sabbath? At least the
workers have the excuse of ignorance of God’s
law and do not have His Holy Spirit. It might be
justified if someone would starve otherwise and
thus be in an emergency situation, but just on a
common road trip?
B. Claim justified by citing Pharisees complaining in Mat 12:1-8 when Jesus’ disciples
plucked grain standing in the field and ate on a
Sabbath. This is allowed specifically (De
23:25), to use their hands but no sickle, though
the Sabbath is not stated. Jesus replies that
David and his men fleeing Saul were justified
in eating the showbread since they were close
to starving (1 Sam 21:6, there was lack of other
bread). Jesus cites the priests allowed to profane the Sabbath (work) slaying animals for
sacrifices. And He claims to be Lord of the
Sabbath, setting the rules for it, and not the
Pharisees who restricted it too much.
A bit later they complained about Him healing
a man on the Sabbath (Mat 12:9-14). Pharisees
were too strict, while some COGs are too lenient
on the Sabbath. Jesus compared it to aiding a
sheep in a pit on a Sabbath, and humans are
worth more than sheep. How often does a sheep
get stuck? About as much as an ox-in-a-ditch situation, very rarely, and more rare on Sabbaths.
These are emergency situations (not routine
tasks) that happen rarely. David’s case likely
came once in his lifetime. Members should not
treat other humans worse than work animals in
not allowing them the day off (Ex 20:10).
Jesus was capable but did not supply food
miraculously in the field. Apparently His disciples, dependent on the offerings of others, were
short at the time. Farmers were commanded by
God to leave the corners of the field (how big
an area depended on their generosity) and some
gleanings for the poor (as Ruth) and wayfarer.
The poor did not get this food by someone else
working to harvest and hand it to them.
The manna episode showed that much of the
food preparation for the Sabbath should be
done prior to the Sabbath. In the manna case,
twice as much came the day before and none on
the Sabbath to indicate the lesson to be learned.

11
C. Enhances fellowshipping. But how different is this than using potlucks or each providing
their own prepared food from a previous work
day? Restaurants do use scams to make their food
taste better like adding much butter to entrees.
Providing your own food avoids these scams and
you know what ingredients are going into your
food. To avoid preservatives, color additives, bad
processing, pesticides and Genetically Modified
food (not really food at all).
D. HWA did it and said his ministers could
do it to ease their burden on Sabbaths. Is it too
hard to prepare a sack lunch before the
Sabbath? That would ease the burden on finding a restaurant on a Sabbath. Israelites had no
refrigeration or fancy coolers, yet God commanded it.
Will God in judging a saint for His kingdom
ask him, Why couldn’t you prepare ahead of
time for the Sabbath as I commanded? Too
lazy? Paul said what happened in the wilderness to Israel was to instruct us (1 Cor 10:1-12).
Preparing ahead of the Sabbath can be easier, taking less time to carry one’s own meals in
a car, than waiting on meals to be prepared. A
person could purchase an already made meal or
sandwich at some kind of food store ahead of
the Sabbath to eat on the Sabbath and cut down
on Sabbath time wasted.
E. Restaurant workers would work anyway
without us. But they have to work more, for us,
or require more workers to do so. Some people
claim that a few added customers does not make
them have to work much more, as if the number
determines who is sinning or not. So does a person hope not too many Sabbath-restauranteaters eat at the same restaurant when he does?!
That would tend to exclude fellowshipping!
Many other workers sin on Sabbaths by
working but not related to the restaurant business then, but we don’t employ them by buying
their services or products then. Some restaurants, expecting a surge of Sabbath-goers after
worship services, may employ more workers to
take care of the increase.
All agree that restaurant workers working on
Sabbaths sin in so doing. Why give them any
reason to justify that? Let’s be a part of the
solution to the world’s problems, not part of the
problems. In the Millennium no restaurant will
be open Sabbaths.
F. Restaurant workers are not our servants. In
effect, they are, hired by the price of a meal. We
would not hire someone to mow our lawn on a
Sabbath. Or we would not shop for food at a grocery store then (unless really starving). We should
not conduct business then, buying or selling.
G. Nehemiah contended with business as
usual by Gentiles on Sabbaths. Jews were
tempted by them. One COG claims he had little effect on Jews in general of the time. Does
this mean his idea was wrong, or because sin
abounds, why bother? Most all Israelites were
carnal. Are we like them?
H. The Sabbath command tells us to let
those hired by us have the day off, but restaurant workers are not controlled by us. Though
they are controlled by Satan to work Sabbaths,
violating its holiness. Should we employ them
by purchasing a meal from them and thus be
accomplices in their crimes? The only way we
actually have control of restaurant workers on
Sabbaths is if we buy to eat there then!
Witness of Gospel to waitress? Suppose a
waitress hears and inquires about the Sabbath
while you are at her restaurant on a Sabbath. Will
you tell her to do as I say, and not as I do? That
it is right for us not to work then, but she should
work serving us? Until she becomes converted?!
Suppose some COG members bring their
own lunch to eat together in fellowship on a
Sabbath, but some avoid them and go to restaurants instead?
Takes some preparation ahead of time, and
that is what a day of preparation is for. We don’t
just get manna twice on the day before a
Sabbath, so can prepare for Sabbath meals
ahead of time any other day of the week.
Some COGs proclaim the Mark of the Beast
will involve the Beast’s Sabbath of Sunday
enforced so no buying or selling then. A false
copy of God’s identifying sign. So we should
not be buying on God’s Sabbath.
Avoid the obvious sins at least. Eating in
restaurants on Sabbaths is blatant sinning, setting the worst example to anyone who sees this
example.
The more we get rid of sinning habits, the
more we will understand the things of God.
—Mr. Jan Young
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You sinisters could “CAUSE” God TO “KILL” US ALL
Read Malachi 4:4-6 NO moving God’s Sabbath to Friday with Satan’s 1883 phony IDL-Int’l Date Line

I’ll Make it Real Clear for you sinisters
Either “YOU” follow God’s “Bible” Words or “YOU” Don’t so

STOP “FORBIDDING” God’s DAYS
“YOU” are stopping God from having “HIS” Days!
You will be judged on Judgement Day by God’s Bible that has

The following 5 Bible
Doctrines/Practices that you
“DIS”obey and
“NOT” by what H. Armstrong said or what
any other minister said. You ministers will
have to explain to God “WHY”
you told members to
Disobey the Bible.
So that even the stupidest minister can understand:

Anyone who deliberately continues
to disobey God’s 5 “WRITTEN”
Instructions
WILL BURN IN HELL.
You ministers are NOT an exception!
Ministers have ACCOUNTABILITY to God

To Follow “EVERY” WORD Of God
Again: So that even the stupidest minister can understand: Anyone who
deliberately continues to disobey God’s 5 WRITTEN instructions
WILL BURN IN HELL. You ministers are NOT an exception!

But Ministers “think” they can do
whatever “THEY” choose in Doctrines!
NO! THEY CAN’T choose Doctrines.
Their distorted choices lead to
the UNgodly behavior
of NOT following “ALL” God’s Doctrines.
“Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes
from the mouth of God.” Matt 4:4 Berean Literal Bible

Or else your only excuse is that you are all too stupid to follow “all”
God’s Words in His Bible. Stupid is as stupid does. You don’t follow
words = that makes you stupid.
The unbelieving who REFUSE to follow “ALL” God’s Bible Words
(Luke 4:4); WILL burn in Hell and you ministers are NOT an exception.
You ministers are unbelievers/unbelieving.
You ministers are of the Kingdom of Disobedience:
Which makes you of the Kingdom of SATAN.
Worse than that you are only 1/2 full of oil, which causes
others to “think” that what you are preaching will bring
them into the Kingdom, when it WON’T.
This is what will bring members into the Kingdom = Matthew 28:20
Preaching “ALL” things whatever God has commanded in His Bible.
Yeshua lived by “EVERY” word of God, and you little ministers are to
walk in Yeshua’s footsteps/example 1 Peter 2:21 to live by every word
you find in God’s Bible.

COWARDS afraid to Change WILL
be thrown into The Lake of Fire
8 But the cowardly, unbelieving [of following “ALL”
God’s 5 Bible Doctrines/God’s Words] . . .

Again: The cowardly, unbelieving Rev 21:8 [of
not following God’s above 5 Bible Doctrines/God’s
Words] . . . shall have their part in the lake which burns

with fire . . . which is the second death. (Revelation 21:8)

Ministers will be put in the Lake of Fire FOR causing the Spiritual
DEATH of their members = For KILLING their members!

Now you ministers ask yourselves: Why do
you want to hold onto LIES?
The LXX. and Vulg. follow a different and probably correct reading:
“How long will ye be heavy (or slow) of heart? . . . Things false
and vain, and nothing else but lies. “. . . And seek after leasing—
The word “leasing” is the Old English word for “lie . . . and underhand
. . . Psalm 4:2 = Why follow underhanded vain

intrigues and seek after lies.
Why do you want to hold onto LIES?
Answer to you ministers:
You ministers are Cowards afraid to

And “how” can ministers’ members live
by “EVERY” word of God when
ministers REFUSE to preach
every word of God?

change to follow God’s Manual the Bible.

So we’re making it perfectly clear so that even the stupidest minister
can understand: Anyone who deliberately continues to dis-

[of God’s above 5 Bible
Doctrines/God’s Words]...

obey God’s written instructions WILL BURN IN HELL.
You ministers are NOT an exception!

Your minister reads GOD’S LAW of Deut 16:16 which COMMANDS 3
Pilgrimages, and evilly “CHOOSES” to DISobey Deut 16:16 which COMMANDS 3 Feast of Tabernacle style Pilgrimages of “Travelling to a Feast”
like Jesus’s family did 3 times per year. Ministers read Deut 16:16 and say:

1.) NO we “CHOOSE” to “DIS”obey Deut
16:16 and only have 1 Feast of Tabernacles style pilgrimage

gathering. They read Ezekiel 46:3 and evilly say:
2.) NO we will “NOT Worship” on New Month
Day. They read Zechariah 8:19 and evilly say:
3.) NO we will “NOT Fast” 4 MORE times per
year. They read Leviticus 23:4 which states: These are the
LORD’s appointed festivals, the sacred assemblies you are to
proclaim at their appointed times Leviticus 23:4 and evilly say:
4.) NO we will “NOT Have” God’s “APPOINTED” Days. We will average God’s Holy Days causing members
to work on God’s Holy Days. They read Exodus 20:10 and say:
5.) NO we will “NOT Have” God’s Sabbath on
the 7th day in Australia, New Zealand, China, India, etc. =
1/2 the World. Instead we will follow “Satan’s” phony 1883 IDL
(International Date Line) which moves God’s Sabbath from
Saturday in 1882 to Friday in 1883. Man/Satan moved the
Sabbath in 1883. You can’t deny that.
You ministers will burn in hell for your “WILLFUL” DISobedience
to God’s Bible. You ministers are UNrepentant, so now your evil
deeds will be exposed for all members to see that:

YOU MINISTERS “SUPPRESS”
Gods’ truth in unrighteousness.

YOU will NOT inherit the Kingdom, AND “YOU” WILL burn in Hell.

Because: But the

cowardly, AND

UNbelieving
. . . shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone, which is the second death. Revelation 21:8.
Because they would have THEIR own way NOT God’s Way
= They are intransigent, completely unwilling to change =
stubborn brats.
Worse than that: Ministers try to stop God from

having His/God’s Ways.
Oh “IF” ministers only HAD OBEYED, their God would have surely saved them.
The ministers HAVE TO be called cowards BECAUSE they are
afraid to change:
The ministers know how to read:
1.) Deuteronomy 16:16 = 3 PILGRIMAGES
2.) Ez 46:3 You shall have a Service on New Month Day, but your sinisters REFUSE to obey.
3.) They know how to read Zechariah 8:19 The 4 fasts of: “Thus says
The Lord” but refuse to have them.

4.) They know they are moving God’s Sabbath to Friday in
1/2 the World, because they know the day jumps when they fly out of
LAX (Los Angeles International Airport) to Australia. They KNOW that in
1882 everyone in the World waited for the sun to set for the 7th Day
Sabbath, but the ministers CHOOSE to deliberately follow SATAN’s
1883 Date Line.
5.) They read Leviticus 23:4 which states: These are the LORD’s
appointed festivals, the sacred assemblies you are to proclaim at their
appointed times Leviticus 23:4. Yet they use an averaging calendar
which makes God’s appointed times 1 day early 2 days late, causing the
people to work on God’s Sacred Holy Days. With 1 click of the computer the minister can know the correct date, and not use an averaging
calendar. But your minister is a lazy coward who does not want to change.
Ministers have NOT done their Homework.
Even Mark Twain stated:
In religion and politics, people’s beliefs and convictions are in almost
every case gotten at second hand, and without examination, from
authorities who have not themselves examined the questions at issue,
but have taken them at second hand from other non-examiners, whose
opinions about them were not worth a brass farthing.
Ministers “wickedly” ignore the Bible’s instructions!
So we say to these Whitewashed walls:
Say to them: ‘‘‘As I live,’ says the Lord God, ‘I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live.
Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should you die, O house of
[Spiritual] Israel?’’’ Ezekiel 18:32
The death of him that dieth, saith the Lord God: . . . at the “calamity” of wicked men [ministers] Jeremiah 9:24.
For of all the sad words of tongue or pen,
The saddest are these: “It might have been.” John Greenleaf Whittier

Into the Tribulation all the “DIS”obedient go.

Psalm 81:13 Oh that My people [ministers] would listen
to Me. That [Spiritual] Israel would walk in My WAYS.
You ministers are supposed to DEFEND God’s Bible, NOT to
oppose the above 5 Doctrines in God’s Bible words!
To you unrepentant Sinisters we say: You’re no good.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WilM34i61y8
God is not mocked. “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for
whatsoever a man [minister] soweth, that shall he also reap.”
Galatians 6:7 KJV
You will be judged on Judgement Day by God’s Bible that includes the above 5 Bible Doctrines/Practices, and not by what H.
Armstrong said or what any other minister said.
H. Armstrong did “NOT” restore ALL things as proven by the above 5
Bible Doctrines/”FACTS.”
Solution for the Members of Christ’s/Yahveh’s Spiritual Temple/your
human Temple/body www.1stCenturyChristian.com
TO COG The Obedient Church of God is the “ONLY” Remnant
Group Romans 9:28 that is “IDENTICAL” to the 1st Century
Christians as PROVEN by the 5 above FACTS.
. . . The apostles answered, “We must obey God [Bible words]
rather than men” [sinisters]. Acts 5:29 ESV Or burn in Hell.
Psalm 119:1-3 New Living Translation: 1 Joyful are people of integrity,
who follow the instructions of the Lord. 2 Joyful are those who obey his
laws and search for him with all their hearts. 3 They do not compromise with evil, and they walk only in his paths [Of God’s
5 above Bible Doctrines]; that your sinisters DISobey: REPENT YOU
SINISTERS and follow God’s Bible, or Burn in Hell =

REPENT YOU SINISTERS of ALL
the Churches of God.

Remember the Law of Moses Malachi 4:4. Sabbath is the 7th day in
Australia-not Friday = NO Satanic 1883 IDL = Int’l Date Line.

Lest you sinisters “CAUSE”
God TO KILL US ALL:
Strike this earth with utter DESTRUCTION. Malachi 4:6.

TO COG is the “Only” Church that is:
“CONTINUING” Mr. Armstrong’s Work of RESTORING All Things
All other churches are stuck in 1972 and refuse to Grow in Knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18
Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!
answers@theworldtomorrow.org
For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4
Lawrence Albert Nowell

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
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Are We Too Hard
on the World?
n Cor 4:4 we plainly read that the world is proclaim their repentance and swear allegiance the standard God held Abraham and his family
deceived by Satan. “In whom the god of this to HWA (or Gerald Flurry, David Pack or any to. But the standards God held the Amorites to.
world hath blinded the minds of them other perceived prophet/apostle) did the end A different standard.
When Abraham traversed their land they
which believe not, lest the light of the glo- not come? After all, we have the sure word of
were
living differently than he. Gen 20:11: “And
God
on
our
side,
right?
rious gospel of Christ, who is the image of
Maybe not. I’ll go way out on a limb here and Abraham said, Because I thought, Surely the fear
God, should shine unto them” (KJV throughout state
my opinion. The whole duty of mankind of God is not in this place; and they will slay me for
unless noted otherwise).
it to fear and obey God. The entirety of the my wife’s sake.” Abraham saw they did not obey
While I cannot find the exact source, I’m sure Old Testament laws were to act as our what he knew God wanted.
you will remember HWA’s statement that a Schoolmaster to teach us the true way to worBut in verse 4 we see they did have a condeceived person does not believe they are ship Him. All the sacrifices were a shadow of
science. v4: “But Abimelech had not come
deceived. Merriam-Webster lists the definition things to come. And God is working with only
near her: and he said, LORD, wilt thou
of ‘deceived’ as “to cause to accept as true or the firstfruits now.
slay also a righteous nation?”
valid what is false or invalid.” Therefore, logicalBut we in the WCG never did seem to
Even though these people did
ly, HWA is correct.
understand that. We were the
not worship the true God (Gen
We were clearly taught they were deceived. Laodiceans incarnate. (And far
20:11), they had a level of
And we also were taught that the end of the age too many still are.) We are rich
righteousness inherent in
was coming because they were disobeying God’s and increased with goods; we
their society (Gen 20:4).
word. Hmm. “God is going to allow mankind to have Malachi’s Message; we
And God honored that
all but destroy itself off the face of the earth have the Mystery of the Ages; we
obedience to His laws
because it’s not obeying His word, but mankind have over 80 publications writinherent in their lives
is deceived and can’t understand God’s word.” ten by the only true successor
by not allowing their
Yep, makes perfect sense. (Sarcasm alert!)
to HWA. We have . . . well,
land to be taken
Is this still taught today by some of the off- there are probably as many
from them. Rom
shoots? Is this logical? Is this even what God claims of why any particular
2:14: “For when the
tells us He intends to do? Fair questions. I also church is special as there are
Gentiles, which have
believe they open the door to some discussion churches. And it’s not limited to only WCG off- not the law, do by nature the things contained in
on why the world has not collapsed yet, as we shoots. Multiple groups claim they alone have the the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto
were told should have happen already.
truth. Including the Mother of all Churches who themselves:”
First, let’s look at what God has to say about also claims to be the sole litigator of all things reliWe condemned the world, but the world was
sin and punishment. What are the ‘wages of sin’? gious, the Roman Catholic Church.
not under condemnation by God, as evidenced
Rom 6:23: “For the wages of sin is death; but the
Members of all these groups refuse to see the by the lack of consequences.
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ Emperor has no clothes. We are wretched, miserWill the world come under condemnation?
our Lord.”
able, poor, blind and naked. We are no better than Certainly. As did the land of Israel when God
We sin, we die. Pretty close to what HWA the RCC. We have our grand colleges and pro- said their sins had come to the full. Deut 9:4-5:
and WCG said about the world. But what about grams. We have our wonderful media and Internet “. . . But for the wickedness of these nations the
Acts 17:30? “And the times of this ignorance God
LORD doth drive them out from before thee. (5)
winked at; but now commandeth all men every outreach programs. But do we have the truth?
I hope you can see while we from the WCG Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness
where to repent”
Does this mean if a person is ignorant of a sin might have some knowledge others don’t have, of thine heart, dost thou go to possess their land:
it surely does not mean we are the end all of all but for the wickedness of these nations the LORD thy
he is not responsible for that sin?
It tells us God is commanding all to repent. truth. Do some of the others also have some God doth drive them out from before thee . . .”
So, when the neighbor wishes you Merry
But we have also been taught now is not the time truth we might not have? Rev 2:17: “Because
for the Great Harvest. So, for those not called of thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, Christmas or sends over some cookies, are they
God, are they responsible for their sins? The and have need of nothing; and knowest not that willfully trying to suck you into their worship of
short answer is a conditional yes. Christ came to thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and the Roman sun god Saturn? No, they are deceived.
Will they pay for this sin? Only when God opens
pay the price for all humanity’s sins. We aren’t blind, and naked.”
under the law anymore (meaning the penalty of
We claimed to have the total truth. But we their eyes to it and they then refuse to obey.
the law) because God opened
Will our nation be destroyed
our eyes, and we have repentand overrun and our people
ed. What about those who are
enslaved. Yes. Is it getting closGod is warning our nations, but He isn’t using
deceived and cannot see God’s
er? Yes. How can we know? Not
the church to do it. He’s had to call up the rocks
word due to His design? Are
because The Plain Truth or
they responsible for their sins?
Trumpet is being sent to eight
in the fields because His people have become
The first passages that come
million addresses each month.
blind
and
naked,
thinking
they
are
the
arbitrators
to mind on this are Eze 18. To
But because the people who
save space, it’s pretty well
of right and wrong, of sin and righteousness.
have a law unto themselves
recapped in v20, “The soul
refuse to follow that law.
that sinneth, it shall die. The
In simple language, when
son shall not bear the iniquity
society sears its collective conof the father, neither shall the father bear the also proclaimed the end of the age was coming. science to the point that selling baby parts for
iniquity of the son: the righteousness of the We were preaching a false prophecy, based on an experiments and joking about it no longer causes revulsion by the majority, when a pervert
righteous shall be upon him, and the wickedness incomplete understanding of God’s word.
We claimed the world would be held account- changes their body by drugs and operations to
of the wicked shall be upon him.”
“But,” you say, “the world is evil and these peo- able for their sins, and the end was due because appear like the opposite sex and is accepted by
the majority, when our government becomes a
ple are not righteous, and deserve to be pun- of those sins.
The truth is, God isn’t going to bring the end power to force people to worship at the altar of
ished.” So we in the WCG self-righteously
pulled up the hem of our robe, shook the dust based on our ideas of what the sins of mankind political correctness and the citizens refuse to
off our sandals and pronounced, “A pox on both are. Remember what He told Abraham. Gen rebel—then we are doomed.
your houses!”
15:16: “But in the fourth generation they shall
God is warning our nations, but He isn’t
Guess what? The world didn’t come to an end! come hither again: for the iniquity of the Amorites using the church to do it. He’s had to call up the
The Germans didn’t invade America. The is not yet full.” God did bring an end to the peo- rocks in the fields because His people have
Russians didn’t unleash nuclear winter on the ples that inhabited the land promised to become blind and naked, thinking they are the
earth. So why? Why, when we were so sure that Abraham. But in His time! When they had sinned arbitrators of right and wrong, of sin and righunless the world were to drop to their knees, to the point God held them accountable to. Not teousness.

I
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How to Give Place to the Devil
A true worshiper of God should constantly be at war
against the powers and rulers of the darkness of this world,
against spiritual wickedness in high places. To be successful
in their fight they need to take on the whole armor of God,
having loins girt about with truth, having on the breastplate
of righteousness, and feet shod with the preparation of the
gospel of peace. And above all, take the shield of faith,
wherewith all the fiery darts of the wicked shall be
quenched, and take the helmet of salvation, and the sword
of the Spirit which is the word of God, and always be
watching with perseverance (Ephesians 6:13-17).
However, some who profess to be children of God have
stored away their defensive equipment in a drawer or back
closet. Maybe they think they are safe from Satan without it.
Sadly, some do think that so long as they are meeting with
others on the Sabbath. God expects more from His people.
No one should be naive concerning humanity’s deadliest
enemy. Certainly there are plenty of warnings in the Bible
concerning the cunning of Satan the devil. It means spiritual
death to ignore the warnings.
“Be sober,” the scripture cautions. “Be vigilant. Your adversary, the devil, as a roaring lion, walks about seeking whom
he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).
Devoured by the devil? One hopes not.
Sober? Vigilant? One hopes so.
But just having hope is insufficient. If the good man of the
house knew at what hour the thief would come, he would
have been watching and not suffered his house to be broken
into (Luke 12:39).
A good man, or woman, must have both eyes and ears open,
be spiritually wide awake and on guard. Satan is an accomplished thief and always trying to break through to steal
crowns of glory. The devil’s goal is to destroy, and he will
attack when least expected!
One should never make themselves a target for the devil,
never voluntarily wander out unprotected into ‘the open
world’ and dare the devil to attack. He certainly will oblige.
Do not give place to the devil.
Mother Eve engaged in conversation with the devil. It’s probably true Eve was not familiar with the sly nastiness of the
serpent. That initial innocence allowed Satan opportunity to
mess with her mind. And he did expertly.
The fruit was attractive, said the serpent. Eating some would
make Eve wise, said the serpent (Genesis 3:6). Eve agreed,
and she bit.
Talking with the devil was not Eve’s sin. It was following
what the devil said she should do. God considered her
action rebellion toward Him. For one brief moment, the devil
had become Eve’s god. She bowed to his words and violated
the First and most important of all Commandments: “Have

no other gods before Me” (Exodus 20:3).
Yes, Exodus comes after Genesis, but the timing is immaterial. God never changes. He is supreme and always will be.
Lucifer learned that lesson even before Adam and Eve existed in Genesis.
Jesus committed no sin when he spoke with the devil
(Matthew 4). The devil was presenting various temptations to
Jesus. Jesus listened to each, then countered the hidden errors
the devil had mixed in with truth. Every suggestion / temptation Satan made Jesus rejected. He refused to give even the
smallest piece of honor to the devil, but continued following
what his Father had instructed him to do, and not do.
Eve had lusted for the fruit. Lusting likely was also the main
thing that brought down Judas Iscariot. Judas was one of
Christ’s original disciples (Matthew 10:2-4), and a thief (John
12:6). It appears Judas was selected because he was someone through whom the devil could easily work.
While it might be difficult to accept the idea Judas was specifically chosen by Jesus to aid in getting himself murdered, it is
what happened (John 13:18). Judas’ dependable track record
as a thief got him selected to play a major part in God’s overall plan to offer salvation to humanity through the death of
Jesus. And Jesus knew all this the entire time (John 6:70).
Was Judas intentionally put at a disadvantage? Doubtful.
Judas had at least two opportunities to change from being a
thief. He encountered Jesus one day and heard him teaching
the commandment about not stealing. Judas had a chance to
repent from being a thief then. He ignored the opportunity.
Later Jesus sent the 12 disciples to the lost sheep of the
House of Israel. They were told to preach the Kingdom of
Heaven, heal the sick, cleanse lepers, raise the dead, cast out
devils. Judas was one of the original Twelve (Matthew 10:58) and witnessed the power and miracles firsthand. It was his
second opportunity to stop being a thief. He did not.
An annual Passover was approaching. Judas went to the
chief priests and covenanted with them to betray Jesus for
30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14-15). When the Passover
meal finally was underway, Judas was there. Satan arrived,
entered into Judas, taking control of his motor functions, and
forced Judas out, into the darkness of night, to do his dirty
work (John 13:27-30).
Was it that easy for Satan? It surely was. Judas had no respect
for Jesus. Judas had no respect for God, whom Jesus represented (John 5:23). Judas respected money. Money was more
important to him above all, something Judas had been taking
from people for years.
The betrayal event of Jesus is a classic application of the verse:
The love of money is the root of all evil which, when coveted,
is an error from the faith and pierces through with many sorrows (1 Timothy 6:10). Coveting gives place to the devil.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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If possible, the devil will use people. One of the problems
associated with Satan is people don’t usually know they are
being influenced or manipulated. Fortunately, neither the
devil nor his evil henchmen have the power to make people
sin. A demon cannot possess an individual unless the individual invites them in via their way of life.
People hold the key to the door of their mind. When the mind
is in disarray, when the individual actively breaks commandments and is rebelling against other things God has said, they
give place to the devil.
While the devil cannot force entry, he might ask permission to
‘use’ someone. The Lord said to Satan: “Have you considered
My servant Job, that there is none like him in the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that fears God, and eschews
evil?” (Job 1:8). (High praise from God for Job.)
Satan answered: “Does Job fear God for nothing? Have You
not made a hedge about him, and about his house, and
about all that he has on every side? You have blessed the
work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.
But, put forth Your hand and ‘touch’ all that he has and he
will curse You to Your face.”
The Lord replied to Satan: “All that he has is in your power,
only upon himself put not forth your hand.” The devil eventually came back for permission to touch Job himself also.
Was what Satan put Job through a test by God of Job’s
integrity? Job passed it if it was. All through Job’s discomfort
he refused to accuse or curse The Lord. Job waited in patience
concerning the adversities he was experiencing.
Saul had been selected by God to be king of ancient Israel. In
the beginning, Saul was little in his own eyes (1 Samuel
15:17). Through the next 10 years, however, ‘little’ changed to
‘big.’ His personality changed to pomposity, arrogance, vanity,
jealousy, hatred of David, and he disregarded what God
instructed. Eventually Saul’s attitude alienated him from God.
Saul had been told to “utterly destroy the sinning Amalekites
along with all that pertained to them. Fight against them until
they be consumed.” But Saul saved Agag, king of Amalek,
and allowed the people to take the sheep, oxen and valuables, which should have been utterly destroyed, to make sacrifice to The Lord (1 Samuel 15:20-21).
Afterward, the prophet Samuel came and told Saul that making sacrifice was not as important as obedience.
“But I feared the people,” Saul replied. “So I harkened to
their voice.”
Samuel answered: “Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have
rejected the word of The Lord, He has rejected you from being
king” (1 Samuel 15:23 / 1 Samuel 28:18).
Doing what God says is not always easy for some people. For

them it can be a difficult lesson to learn. The bottom line is to
do what God says, not what the individual wants, or a third
party says should be done (think serpent beguiling Eve).
The use of deception is a most valuable tool for the devil. The
kinds and methods of deception take on many forms. But
whatever it takes, the devil will make use of deception, deceptive practices, give deceptive information, and outright lie.
Christmas has been made to look so good, so desirable. “It’s
for the children,” some people say. Others: “It’s the birth of
Christ.” When people are informed the month of December is
not the correct time for the birth of Jesus, a common response
is: “What difference does that make?”
Satan also uses deception to spread a false sense of security.
Example: “As long as you are here in this group, you will be
saved. If you don’t remain, you are doomed!”
That kind of pressure has been heard in some Churches of
God, yet is not their exclusive property. Similar methods of
control have been preached in some Protestant churches long
before there was a WWCG and subsequent spinoffs.
Satan and his demons like attention. They enjoy performing.
They like to waste time. They are tormented, twisted, cunning,
subtle, undisciplined, and bitter towards everything and everyone, including God, and will lash out whenever given a
chance. As a roaring lion, Satan is going around looking for
invitations. Don’t give him one. Don’t let him gain a foothold.
Fill your mind with God’s stuff.
The apostle Paul wrote a long letter to the Ephesian Church
(Chapters 4, 5, 6). In summary, he told them this: “Put away
lying. Speak every man truth with his neighbor. Be angry, but
sin not. Let not the sun go down upon your wrath, neither give
place to the devil. Let him that stole steal no more, but rather
let him labor working with hands the thing which is good.
“Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth,
only that which is good to the use of edifying, that it may
minister grace unto hearers.
“Grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby you are sealed
unto the day of redemption.
“Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and evil
speaking be put away from you, along with the evil things.
“Be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake has provided you forgiveness.
“Take unto you the whole armor of God so you may be able
to withstand in the evil day. My brethren, be strong in The
Lord, and in the power of His might praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit.
“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Therefore,
put on the whole armor of God against the wiles of the devil.”
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Brethren flock to Lexington, Ky., Winter Family Weekend
Continued from page 1

David Freeman.

“Aaron’s Blessing and Yours,” Hal
caught the heart of the assembly when
he talked about the unity of the church Geiger.
“Dealing with Evolution,” Chris
through appreciating our differences.
All this was punctuated with the Gregor.
“Women Speaking in the Church,
best food that can be found including
grass-fed beef and lamb for a fraction Understanding Biblical and Historical Perspectives,” Anika Hansen-Sandy.
of the cost at restaurants.
“Accountability and Prayer,” Matt
The Church of God Cincinnati beand Tami Hees.
gan the Winter
“Judging
Family WeekJacob’s Jourend 19 years
God continues to bless
neys,” Dusti
ago as an opHowell.
this
wonderful
opportunity
portunity for
“What Is
scattered
of fellowship and worship.
a Kingdom of
members to
Priests?,” Glen
come together
Jarboe.
in an atmosphere of mutual respect to
“What’s So Great About Jesus?,” Phil
celebrate our common faith.
McCollum.
God continues to bless this won“What Is the First Death?,” Bill Pack.
derful opportunity of fellowship and
“Inflamin-nation: Gone in 23 Secworship.
onds,” Wendy Pack.
__________

The seminars
Following are the names of each
seminar and its presenter:
“Vaccines: An Informed Decision”
and “Questions on Your Health,” Ryan
Berlin.
“Create Powerful Networks” and
“Our Eternal Inheritance,” Hugh Buchanan.
“The One Thing,” Lenny Cacchio.
“Justice, Mercy, Faith and Freedom in
Christ Applied in Your Life,” John Coish.
“In the Ruins of Sodom and Gomorrah,” Dorian Cook.
“The Validation of a Ministry,”

“God’s Heart for Israel,” Katelyn
Parent.
“Critical Thinking for Christians,”
Jeff Reed.
“Health Effects of Chemicals in Our
Daily Lives,” Vivian Rust.
“We’re Better Together,” Wynn
Skelton.
“Does Archaeology Prove the Bible?,” Horane Smith.
“Islam,” Ken Swiger.
“Glimpse Into Christian Educational
Ministries’ (CEM) Growth,” Wes White.
“Practical Information on How to
Not Leak When You Laugh and Other
Important Things,” Kait White.
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FAMILIES WINTERING IN LEXINGTON—These photos depict
the 19th Winter Family Weekend (except for one photo from the 18th
Weekend) since the Lexington and Cincinnati congregations have sponsored
the annual event. The event featured church services, seminars and athletic
and social activities. Photo 1: Ken Swiger teaches one of several Sabbathschool classes for youths. Photo 2: Guy Swenson gives a sermon. Photo 3:
Teens enjoy Family Night activities during the 2014 event. Top row from
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left: Christopher Staszak, Manassas, Va.; Amanda Bilkasley, Cincinnati;
Abigail Hines, Cornersville, Tenn. Bottom row: Jake Mischnick, Big Sandy,
Texas; Simon Marsh, Fort Morgan, Colo.; Beka Bilkasley, Cincinnati, Josh
Allen, Cincinnati; Kit Howell, Emporia, Kan. Photo 4 (photos 4-7 depict
2015 event): Ministry Expo participants. From left: Carol Wilson, Nashville,
Tenn.; Ron Fine, Dayton, Ohio; Michael Deering, Benton, N.Y. Right in
photo: Unidentified. Photo 5: Young adults enjoy fellowship. From left:
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Ammy Geiger, Helenville, Wis.; Chloe Bankston, Ashville, N.C.; Elyse Ledy,
Laingsburg, Mich.; David DiFranco, Owosso, Mich.; Andrew Lindholm, Osseo,
Minn.; Annalee Kincade, Cincinnati; Tyler Kincade, Cincinnati; Sarah Benton,
Kilgore, Texas. Photo 6: John Coish of Kitchener, Ont., Canada, presents a
seminar. Photo 7: A wide-angle lens captures an image of the entire Winter
Family Weekend congregation on the Sabbath of Dec. 26, 2015. [Photos by
Swen Halverson, Jim O’Brien and Karan Witham-Walsh]

Notes and quotes
Shalom from Ami Yisrael
GLADEWATER, Texas—The
Ami Yisrael Fellowship scheduled
its observance of the “seventh
night of Hanukkah” on Dec. 12,
2015, at a Baptist church in
nearby Longview.
“Hanukkah has traditionally
been a time when the Jewish people celebrate the victory of a small
band of Jewish patriots who were
embattling the overwhelming

Greek army and the subsequent
rededication of the Holy Temple in
Jerusalem,” explained Ami Yisrael
founder Tim Kelley.
“But Hanukkah has deep meaning for Messianic believers as well,
for, if the Jewish patriots had not
prevailed, the culture of Jewish
Israel would have changed dramatically, and the 1st-century
Jewish culture, the culture in
which God chose to send our

Messiah, would not have existed.”
Joseph Good of Hatikva
Ministries was scheduled to be the
main speaker for the one-day
combined Sabbath, New Moon
and Hanukkah celebration.
Mr. Good planned to show the
connection between Daniel’s
prophecy, Jesus’ Olivet prophecy
and the events that took place
midway between the giving of
those prophecies.

