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Feast sermon inspires criticism
and praise; here’s some of each
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—No telling
how many sermons were preached
at hundreds of Feast of Tabernacles sites around the world last month.
Some were no doubt more thoughtprovoking and even controversial than
others, and one that fell into the latter
category was delivered by Daniel Botha in Big Sandy.
Mr. Botha was speaking at one of
the four Feast sites sponsored by the
Church of God Big Sandy. His sermon’s title: “A Refugee Problem.”
In it he swam against the current of
the majority opinion in the Churches
of God, at least those in this country,
when he expressed a level of concern
for the immigrants and refugees, many
of them Muslims, flowing into countries including the United States.
THE JOURNAL asked two people who
frequently contribute articles and opinions to this newspaper what they thought
of Mr. Botha’s sermon.
“Mr. Dan Botha is a kind and compassionate man of God,” replied Mac
Overton of Big Sandy, who until his
recent retirement had worked as a
newspaper and magazine editor and
writer for many years.
“That comes across in his articles in
THE JOURNAL and other articles that I
have read that he has written. I had occasion to be privileged to visit with him
and his wife, and Dixon Cartwright,
during this year’s Feast in Big Sandy.”
However, Mr. Overton continued,
“I must fervently disagree with a sermon he gave at the Feast about the
refugee crisis.
“As it applies to the start of the
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Millennium, the principles are fine.
“But, and I may be selfish, I don’t
plan to be at the Rio Grande welcoming Obama’s tattoo-covered thugs into
my country, and definitely not my
household.
“If Mr. Botha wants to invite them
into his home, that’s his right and
privilege. And it should be the obligation of all politicians who support
Obama’s alleged immigration policy.
“He [Mr. Botha] is a kind and just
man but is simply wrong on this issue.
“By the way, at a subsequent meal
I sat with five or six church members
from varying COG backgrounds. I
had not met any of them previously.
Not a one agreed with Mr. Botha’s
sermon about those flooding across
our southern borders.”
THE JOURNAL asked for another Big
Sandy church member’s reaction, that
of Reg Killingley, who also frequently writes for this newspaper.
Mr. Killingley’s take on the sermon
was different from Mr. Overton’s.
“Inspiring and impactful,” Mr. Killingley began. “How can any of us
watch or hear the news about the heartrending refugee crisis in Europe and
fail to be moved to pray earnestly for
help now for our fellowman in need
and for God’s Kingdom to come?
“Daniel Botha has done us a service
by calling our attention to a responsibility we cannot and dare not neglect.”
So exactly what are Mr. Overton
and Mr. Killingley reacting to?
Find out by reading an article Mr.
Botha wrote for THE JOURNAL based on
his sermon of Sept. 30, 2015, in Big
Sandy. It begins on page 3 of this issue.

Feastgoers report for this issue

F

east of Tabernacles reports sent
in by readers of THE JOURNAL
begin below for Feast 2015.
Many, but not all, 2015 observances
started on the evening of Sept. 27
and ran through Oct. 5.
You're invited to send your Feast
report for THE JOURNAL to info@
thejournal.org or P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

CONTINUING CHURCH OF GOD
RROYO GRANDE, Calif.—
The 2015 Feast of Tabernacles
had more people attending than any
in the past for the Continuing COG.
We had major attendance increases in North America, Kenya and the
Philippines. We also had sites in
New Zealand and Tanzania, and this
was the first time we had any people
associated with Continuing meeting
in Nigeria and Ghana.
There were also some with
claimed distant association who met
in India, Ethiopia and Myanmar.
My wife, Joyce, and I attended
our sites in Denver, Colo., U.S.A.,
and Niagara Falls, Ont., Canada, this
year. This was the first time the
Continuing Church of God had a site
in Canada and it was attended by
people from Canada and the United
States. Bob Thiel.
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CONTINUING COG IN NEW ZEALAND
AUPO, New Zealand—What a
great Feast we all had at the
Continuing Church of God site in
New Zealand.
God answered our prayers with
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the weather He turned on for us. The
sun was out, the lake was blue, and
the mountain snow showed up clean
and white.
Thirteen of us enjoyed the beautiful setting of Taupo in the center of
the North Island.
Our venue was the conference
room at Chantilly’s Motel, which
was well set up for our services, and
the helpfulness of the owners was
outstanding.
We had great messages too from
Dr. Thiel and Steve Dupuie in America, and we had sermonettes from
Johan Kersten and myself.
The rest of the time was taken up
with a river cruise, a visit to a geothermal park, a lake cruise and lots
of shopping. This was all rounded
up with an enjoyable barbecue.
On top of all this, Sharon Perry
was baptized and thereby became a
full member of our church. John
Hickey.
CONTINUING COG IN PHILIPPINES
AGAYAN DE ORO, Philippines—We had a wonderful
Feast and Last Great Day here in
Cagayan de Oro. The spiritual food
was timely and uplifting.
Many thanks for the hard work in
producing the sermons and sermonettes. Onward with the short work that
we all have to do in the Continuing
Church of God. Anthony Flavell.
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NDHIWA REPORT
DHIWA, Kenya—I hope all the
brethren worldwide had an
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See FEASTGOERS, page 4

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports
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FEAST REPORTS 2015—Three Feastgoers examine a yearbook at the Feast of
Tabernacles site sponsored by the Church of God Big Sandy in Big Sandy. The congregation sponsored three other sites as well in 2015: in Destin, Fla., Grand Junction,
Colo., and Myrtle Beach, S.C. Above from left: Todd Derstine of Jackson, Miss., and
Virgil Webb and Reg Killingley of Big Sandy. See reports from several Feast sites
beginning on this page of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

HE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites

readers to send in reports of
their 2015 Feast of Tabernacles
observances.
Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellowships met last year at several hundred Feast sites, with most observances beginning the evening of
Sept. 27.
You still have time to get your
report in for the next issue of THE
JOURNAL.
Mail your information to Festival Reports, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or
E-mail it to info@thejournal.org.
Or you may fax it toll-free to 1888-488-6603.
Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.
Please mention the dates of your
observance and the name of the
church fellowship or affiliation, if any,
or other sponsor of the site.

Darts founded CEM as service organization, not
as a church and not to promote new doctrines
By Dixon Cartwright
on Dart is still recovering from
an injury he sustained in a fall
at his residence on April 9,
2010. His head struck a bookcase,
causing internal and external bleeding
and the beginning of a long period of
convalescence.
Yet the ministry he and his wife,
Allie, founded in 1995 continues to
serve members of the Churches of
God and other listeners to Mr. Dart’s
Born to Win radio broadcast and readers of printed materials produced by
Christian Educational Ministries.
(Outside the United States the Darts’
ministry is sometimes known as
Christian Educational Services.)
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Recent interview
Recently Mrs. Dart sat for an interview with a member of CEM’s homeoffice-based Sabbath congregation in
which she talked about her and her
husband’s personal and professional
histories and plans. The interview is
included later in this article.

CEM began in 1995 when Mr. and
Mrs. Dart left their membership in the
Church of God International.
Mr. Dart told THE JOURNAL in 1998
that his personal ministry had been
“driven for many years by Matthew
28:19-20” (“Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations . . . teaching them to observe all things that I
have commanded you . . .”)
“Wherever we are in whatever circumstances we are in, we must pursue
the making of disciples and the teaching of those disciples to do the things
that Jesus commanded,” he told JOURNAL writer Bill Stough at the time.
Not a new church
Mr. Dart said he did “not want to
build a church [when he started CEM].
I told Garner Ted Armstrong when I
resigned from CGI [the Church of
God International] that I thought the
last thing the world needed was another WCG [Worldwide Church of God]
splinter group.
“I decided I would form a service

ministry . . . Radio seems to be what I
do best.”
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Dart in
1998 about his doctrinal beliefs.
“I have not made doctrinal changes,”
he said. “In my case I proved the things
I believe. I did not accept them because
somebody thought it was a good idea
and thought it was a good idea for me
to go along. I really sat down with the
Bible and have got the marks and
scars to show for the years back when
I went through and proved things.”
Doctrines did become an issue for
Mr. Dart, however, a decade later, in
2008, when the Tyler, Texas, congregation he was a member of began to
move doctrinally in a direction—as
Mr. Dart put it—that he was not comfortable with.
At that time Mr. Dart was preaching frequently on the Sabbath at the
Tyler Church of God (TCG), which
was not officially affiliated with
CEM but which informally supported CEM.
See ALLIE DART, page 23

Church leaders meet at CG7 HQ in Denver
The writer is founder and president of the Continuing Church of
God, based in Southern California.

church history, Christology and
working with people in South America and Africa.

By Bob Thiel
RROYO GRANDE, Calif.—
On Sept. 27, 2015, I flew to
Denver, Colo., to be at one of
the sites for the Feast of Tabernacles
of the Continuing Church of God.
While in Denver I took an opportunity to visit the headquarters of the
General Conference of the Church of
God (Seventh Day) (CG7). There I
met with a CG7 former president,
Robert Coulter.
Mr. Coulter and I have conversed
over the years, mainly on matters of

First face to face
This was our first face-to-face
meeting, and we discussed those subjects and more. He and I had more
personally in common than I thought
as I learned we both have spent time
in Africa, South America and Michigan doing church work.
Mr. Coulter also showed me the
CG7’s “vault,” which is a storage
room containing original copies of
old CG7 publications. He showed
me, for example, the first edition of
the old Hope of Israel magazine.
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While in Denver I had also hoped
to meet with another former CG7
president, Calvin Burrell. However,
Mr. Burrell had recently moved to
Oregon.
Several groups in Africa that have
contacted the Continuing Church of
God in the past couple of years have
used some version of the name
Church of God Seventh Day. I have
tried to determine their sincerity as
well as their possible connections to
the group in Denver.
In 2015 we were contacted by
groups in Ethiopia and Ghana that use
a version of the CG7 name. I discussed
those groups with Mr. Burrell some
See BOB THIEL, page 23
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Letters from our readers
Thanks, Tina
would like to comment on the very
scholarly articles recently submitted
by Tina Engelbart. Man, she is good!
Since becoming a Sabbatarian in
1999 I have tried to introduce both my
mother and sister to this faith, but
they’ve been turned off by biblical
Christianity, thinking that the Scriptures are chauvinistic and place women in a lower class.
But after sending them Tina Engelbart’s last two articles from THE JOURNAL my mother has expressed an interest to learn more as well as seek out
Mrs. Engelbart on social media, if
possible.
Keep up the good work, Tina!
John J. Adkins
New Haven, Mich.

I

Kobayashi Maru?
In reference to W. Robin Wansley’s
article about the Kobayashi Maru
[T HE J OURNAL , No. 176, Aug. 31,
2015]:
There are a number of things that
might be said about Robin’s article,
but I’ll only state one here: In essence,
W. Robin Wansley is saying “Scrap
the Bible, let’s all follow the words of
men (the Dead Sea Scrolls).”
Bob Cronin
Via the Internet
Robin Wansley’s solar calendar
W. Robin Wansley, in his article on
the 364-day solar calendar [in issue
No. 176], said: “This 364-day calendar, properly intercalated, is the most
accurate calendar known to man.”
That is quite a claim. Since he also
tells how it is intercalated, let’s put
this claim to the test.
The article correctly quotes the
solar year averages 365.2422 days.
How does that compare to his solar
calendar?
He explains that, in addition to the
364 days, a week is added once every
294 weeks so that 52 weeks will have
been added after 294 years.
This gives us fairly straightforward
maths. We have 52 × 7 days (i.e., 364
days) added in 294 years.
Three hundred sixty-four days in
294 years gives an average of 1.2380
days added per year, making his “364
day” calendar average 365.2380 days
per year.
Compared to the solar average of
365.2422 days a year, it is shorter by
just 0.0042 days in a year.
While that may sound close, is it
really? Forty-two ten-thousandths of a
day equals just a fraction over six
minutes shorter than the solar year.
But how does that work out over a
longer period, like the 2,000 years
from the time of Jesus Christ to the
present day?
The sum of 0.0042 of a day multiplied by 2,000 equals 8.4 days! In
other words if, for example, 2,000

years ago the 1st day of the 1st month
of Mr. Wansley’s calendar fell on
March 20, then in the present day it
would fall on March 12, and going
2,000 years into the future it would
fall on March 4 as it steadily progressed back towards the winter.
“The most accurate calendar known
to man”? Maybe not.
Brian Crook
Mortimer, England
The 364-day Kobayashi
Maru calendar
In response to the article “Kobayashi Maru” by Robin Wansley promoting the use of the 364-day calendar, the
writer unfairly demonizes the Levitical
priesthood by claiming the Hillel II
calendar has “unbiblical” postponements even though the Bible tells us
God chose the Levites and that in matters controversial their court was given

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

concern: “your sincere and pure devotion to Christ”? (2 Corinthians 11:3).
Does not Moses effectively convey
what that means in teaching that it is the
Lord your God you must follow and
Him you must revere? Keep His commands and obey Him, serve Him and
hold fast to Him? (Deuteronomy 13:4).
In His relationship with us, individually and collectively, is it not God’s
agenda and purpose that we “be holy
because I, the LORD your God, am
holy”? (Leviticus 19:2).
Does Peter not teach that “just as
He who called you is holy, so be holy
in all you do”? (1 Peter 1:15).

‘In teaching and punishing us, does He not seek
“our good, that we may share in His holiness”?’
the authority to make binding decisions, not some self-appointed calendar experts (Deuteronomy 17:8-13).
The article then diverts to the
counting of Pentecost, introducing an
even less likely alternative Sabbath
day from which to count the 50 days
to Pentecost, and, without announcing
he is referring to the 364-day solar calendar in his discussion, he begins
building his erroneous case in support
of its use, which begins to unravel
when he tries to tell us that the Bible
uses a solar-calendar system rather
than the lunar-solar calendar.
The account in the book of Exodus
shows us that it was the weekly Sabbath that fell during the Days of Unleavened Bread that Moses and the
Israelites began to count from to
arrive at the Day of Pentecost, not the
weekly Sabbath following the days of
Unleavened Bread, which the writer
erroneously claims should be used.
He goes on to tell us that Jesus kept
the Passover on a Tuesday evening
and died the following Friday, but
John gives us the events that took

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-4886603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
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place on the last six days
before Jesus died (John
12:1), which show Jesus
was
arrested
on
Tuesday night and
was killed the next
day (Wednesday),
and this does not allow
for two extra days for the
idea that Jesus died on
Friday.
Yet another error is the
writer’s advocacy of A.D.
33 for the year of Christ’s
death when careful investigation shows Jesus died in 31.
Claiming six “trials” in nine hours
was impossible also shows error. They
were not all trials as understood today.
Some were merely appearances before those in position of control.
The writer continues his presentation by claiming the three days and
three nights were not pertaining to the
time Jesus was dead and buried.
This is then followed by another
inaccurate claim that Jesus was born
at 9 a.m. on Pentecost when we know
He died on Passover, that His ministry
lasted three and one-half years and so
began at the time of His baptism when
He was 30 years old at the Feast of
Tabernacles in A.D. 27, and of course
He was born 30 years earlier, which
was on the first day of the Feast of
Tabernacles on Friday evening, Oct.
5, in 4 B.C., and this was not at 9 a.m.

but around 9 p.m., when shepherds
were “keeping watch over their flocks
by night” (Luke 2:8).
David Moffitt
GTA Tape Library, P.O. Box 345
North Sydney, N.S.W., Australia
Yom Kippur and other fasting
A few months ago we observed
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement, a
day of fasting on which we realize our
temporary nature, frailty and dependence on the Creator.
Islam is a war movement against
non-Muslims that says the jihad (holy
war) against non-Muslims will not be
over until all worship is to Allah alone.
Allah tells Muslims they are the best
of people and only Muslims are qualified to govern on this earth. Islam rebels
against all non-Muslim governments.
Islam is a declaration of war against
non-Muslims. With secularists and
Muslims dedicated to the destruction
of Western civilization, Jews and Christianity, a day of fasting by Christians
and Jews is greatly needed. The Bible
says that one day the power of the
holy people will be broken and Christians will be beheaded.
Whether this will take decades or
generations is hard to say, but the process of getting there has clearly begun.
Greg Jandrt
greg.jandrt@gmail.com
Genuine Christian unity
These thoughts came together for me
one night at the Feast of Tabernacles.
The basis for genuine Christian unity is
our individual and collective unity with
the Holy One. (Ephesians 4:4-6).
Is not that basis compactly and comprehensively conveyed in the apostles’
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In teaching and punishing us, does
He not seek “our good, that we may share
in His holiness”? (Hebrews 12:10).
Jeffrey Caldwell
Via the Internet
Lagging behind
Interesting that now traditional
Christianity is thinking about making
preparations for the prophetic events
to come (https://www.facebook.com/
criout/videos/10153628050368216/).
How long are we going to lag behind?
Jeff Maehr
truth@libertyzone.org
Pagosa Springs, Colo.
Bound and loosed
Binding and loosing is a simple
doctrine referring to freedom and
bringing out of the bondage of sin
(Galatians 4:22-26) and into the freedom of our liberty in Christ.
It has nothing to do with some man
or organization making God’s decisions for Him.
Myra McQueen
Via the Internet
Just what do you mean salvation?
Thank you for republishing the
article “WCG Leaders Aired Doctrinal
Views on (Christian Research Institute) CRI’s Program” in the May 31,
2015, issue of THE JOURNAL. I had
missed it when it was published in In
Transition.
The account was revealing. It was a
study in contrasting views of what is
required for salvation.
The article was a transcript of three
interviews by Hank Hanegraaff of the
Bible Answer Man radio talk show
with Joe Tkach Jr. and Greg Albrecht
of the WCG in January 1996.
Mr. Hanegraaff’s view of salvation
includes the “orthodox” positions of
traditional Christianity. In the interview he took the position that none of
the “cults” written about in the book
The Kingdom of the Cults by Walter
Martin (his predecessor in the CRI)
believed Jesus is God.
(Actually the WCG was the only
organization discussed in the book
that did believe in the deity of Jesus.)
In Mr. Hanegraaff’s view the “unorthodox” positions of all the “cults”
including the WCG make it impossible
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remit in U.S. funds):
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
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Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

for their members to be true Christians
and to have the Spirit of God.
Though Mr. Hanegraaff took no
notice of it, both Joseph Tkach and
Greg Albrecht disagreed with his
position that no member of the WCG
could have salvation.
Mr. Tkach stated that the WCG is
made up of “two classifications of members: a group of people that are truly
converted but suffering under legalism
and a group that are converted to a
church but not yet brought to Christ.
In other words, there are both nominal and true Christians in the WCG
just as with the membership of most if
not all other Christian denominations.
Yes, the WCG was legalistic, and
while I was affiliated with the WCG I
was one of the worst! I agree completely with Joseph Tkach the way he
stated it, that “suffering under legalism” does not preclude salvation.
I also agree with what Messrs.
Tkach and Albrecht said in this article
concerning the days one observes:
“Mr. Tkach said many WCG members are comfortable with them [the
See MORE LETTERS, page 20
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Columns and commentary

Volunteers needed for our refugee problem
The writer, born in South Africa in
1943, was a pastor in the Worldwide
Church of God for many years. Mr.
Botha graduated from the Bricket
Wood, England, campus of Ambassador College in 1967. He lives with his
wife, Helen, in a suburb of Dallas.
By Daniel Botha
OCKWALL, Texas—We have
a refugee problem and we are
looking for volunteers. We
need people who will help feed and
accommodate refugees.
Above all, we need people with
compassion, people with mercy and
acceptance, people who will be willing to reach out to these stragglers,
wipe their tears, bind their wounds
and help carry their children. A
tremendous task lies ahead of us.
You may think I refer to the four
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million refuges who are streaming out
of Syria, but I do not. I am talking
about a refugee problem that will be
so great that all
other refugee
problems the
world has ever
seen will dwindle into insignificance.
Outcasts in
the land
In Isaiah 27
Daniel Botha
we read: “So it
shall be in that day: the great trumpet
will be blown; they will come, who
are about to perish in the land of
Assyria, and they who are outcasts
in the land of Egypt, and shall worship the LORD in the holy mount at
Jerusalem.”

Many Christians know that the
apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians
15:51-53:
“Behold, I tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For
the trumpet will sound, and the dead
will be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. For this corruptible
must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality.”
They also know that it will be at the
sounding of the seventh trumpet that
“the kingdoms of this world [will] become the kingdoms of our Lord and of
His Christ” (Revelation 11:15), that, at
the sounding of the trumpet, they will
go to meet the returning Jesus Christ
in the air.

When we kneel down, things start looking up.

See TAKING CARE, page 20

When does human life actually begin? Family helps bring salvation
The writer, a Church of God member, was baptized in 1972. Dr. Churchill received a Ph.D. in electrical engineering in 1966 from the University
of Washington in Seattle. He is a professor emeritus at the University of
California, Davis. He retired in 1994.
By John “Jack” Churchill
AVIS, Calif.—Some people believe human life begins when
an ovum fuses with a sperm
cell. Others believe it doesn’t begin
until the blastocyst has implanted
itself in the uterine wall.
Some people even find it convenient to believe that human life doesn’t

D

begin until after the newborn baby has
drawn its first breath of air.
In fact, believe it or not,
some even think
human life doesn’t
begin until the
baby is taken
home from the
hospital.
Those ideas
are only the products of human Jack Churchill
reasoning.
Actually, there is another plausible
definition for the start of human life
that ought to be considered.

Although it doesn’t seem to have
received any attention at all in the prolife-vs.-proabortion debates, this alternate definition might help resolve the
conflict. Most important, this definition
about the beginning of human life
seems to be based upon the Holy Bible.
To understand this biblically based
definition of when human life begins,
we’ll need to go back to Genesis.
Adam scraped up
The Lord God scraped up some dirt
and used it to form a man (Genesis 2:7).
The man’s body was complete, but
his life didn’t begin until God breathed
See THE LIFE, page 21

Parents need to reach out to a child’s heart
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—A few
weeks ago I had the opportunity to observe a religious festival (the Feast of Tabernacles) with
some old friends and some new acquaintances. I heard some excellent
sermons from people who have earned
my respect.
When it was my turn to give a sermon
I decided to give a presentation titled
“Reaching the Heart of a Child.” I described the purpose of the sermon as addressing the following three concepts:
To help parents to express love to
children.
To help disciples to express love
to others.
To help disciples to accept love
from God.
From my perspective, the three
concepts are related.

B

Great commandments
While some sermons are filled with
scriptures, this particular sermon had
scriptures only at the beginning and at
the end.
I began with Mark 12:28-34.
A scribe asked Christ, “Which is
the first commandment of all?” (verse
28). He answered by talking about
loving God and loving neighbor (verses 29-31).
The scribe summarized Christ’s answer in positive terms (verses 32-33).
Then Christ said: “You are not far
from the Kingdom of God” (verse 34).
So I ask you: How far are you from
the Kingdom of God? It appears that
Christ places a high priority upon loving God and loving neighbor.
Imprints affect perceptions
With Christ’s priority in mind, I
would like to quote from a book about

relationships. In 1990 Alfred Ells
wrote a book titled One-Way Relationships (with a subtitle When You Love
Them More Than They Love You).
Beginning on page 93 Dr. Ells wrote:
“Family imprints us in three interesting
and powerfully important ways.”
Notice how the first two of Dr. Ells’
imprints are related.
First, He described how
imprints deal with a person’s
“perception of ourself.”
Second, He described
how imprints deal with a
person’s “perception of
other people.”
Dr. Ells mentioned
that the manner in which
our family related to us
helped to shape how we
relate to ourselves and,
ultimately, how we relate
to other people.
He pointed out that critical
parents or angry family members project the message “Something is wrong with you.”
He contrasted that caring
parents send the message “You
count; you are valuable.”
He reminded his readers that
how their family treated them had
much to do with what they ended up
thinking about themselves, and ultimately how they treated other people.
Influencing a framework for love
Dr. Ells proceeded to discuss the
next imprint.
Third, he described how imprints deal with a person’s “framework for love.”
Beginning on page 94 Dr. Ells wrote:
“The third thing your family imprints is
your framework for love. Framework
for love is an interesting concept. It
says that in every person there is a
framework, a reference base, or an idea
of what love is understood to be, which
means that you have certain behaviors

and ideas about what it is like to receive
love. You also have certain beliefs
about what it is like to give love. That’s
your framework of love . . .
“Everyone has a personal style.
Every family has a style too, and your
style developed out of your family’s.
It developed so that either you continue to follow the pattern or, disliking
the way your family did it, you do
the opposite.
“This is one of the imprinting truths about family.
Family shapes you one way
or another, either by what
you do that is the same or by
your judgment against it and
your desire to be different.
Your family will stir you to one
of these two responses . . .
“What did your family teach
you about relationships? What
your family modeled is what
you will imitate or react against.
Children love to imitate their
moms and dads . . . But children learn another way too.
They learn by judging against
what they see when what
they see causes pain, difficulty, hurt, or loss.”
Important needs
Dr. Ells spent time talking about
“Six Important Needs.”
As you consider these needs, think
back to the original purpose of the sermon this article is based on.
Are you reaching the heart of your
children and grandchildren?
Are you reaching the heart of other
adults in your life?
Are you allowing our loving Father
in heaven to reach your heart?
Beginning on page 99 Dr. Ells wrote:
“Needs are the basic building blocks of
relationships and self-fulfillment.”
He mentioned three possible scenarios about how well your family
See FAMILY IMPRINTS, page 24

Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities. Her book is available
from Amazon as paperback and
Kindle versions.
By Kathleen McCann
ILTON KEYNES, England—In 2013 I published a book called Comfort My People, Saith your God,
which I am following up with a
series of excerpts and points of interest from the book.
Comfort is seen as soothing balm
to the afflicted human spirit, given
within safe boundaries. While comfort doesn’t solve a problem, it gives
a sense of well-being with safety,
belonging and acceptance, and
hence the energy to find solutions.
This fourth excerpt is Part 1 about
family.
Throughout history family has
been consistently the defining envi-

M

ronment for nurturing and sustaining
human relationships.
God likes
family
Family is important to God.
He says in
Psalm 68:5-6,
“A father of
the fatherless,
a defender of
widows, is God
in His holy
h a b i t a t i o n . Kathleen McCann
God sets the
solitary in families . . .”
In fact, family is so important to
God that He uses the family unit to
develop character in people and ultimately bring salvation to humanity
in the sense of producing a group of
people who can influence the world.
His Royal Highness the Prince of
Wales, in his 2010 book Harmony:
A New Way of Looking at Our World,
uses the phrase “The Golden Thread”
See THE FUNCTIONING FAMILY, page 21

Ancient scribes added to Bible
including ‘woman taken in adultery’
The writer is a longtime reader
and contributor to the letters and
commentary section of THE JOURNAL.
By Phillip L. Griffith
ELIGHT, Ark.—I have been
studying a book, 101 Myths
of the Bible: How Ancient
Scribes Invented Biblical History,
by Gary Greenberg, president of the
Biblical Archaeology Society of
New York.
Although Mr. Greenberg’s conclusions are weak at times, his scholarship overall is breathtaking. As
most people realize, it is not unusual
to read weak scholarship concerning
biblical interpretation. This is because of the nature of the evidence.
At least we believe this is true of
those who do not agree with us.
When John says that “truth came
by Jesus Christ,” Gary gives new
meaning to this statement.

D

In the beginning
If you read the book you may
conclude as I did that the only
beginning that is important to a
Christian is the beginning of the
gospel.
If you are not willing to accept
some things in the Bible to be far
more important than others, you

should not read this book. It surely
does challenge the traditional Protestant understanding of Old Testament history and the Protestant theory of what the Word of God is.
I read the
book in my
quest to get my
priorities right
and my Bible
understanding
enhanced. It
apparently is
as James says:
Our mouth is
our worst enemy. This would
apply to all of
Phillip Griffith
our communications, including the written word.
Comedies or commodities
One thing that shocked me in the
book was how scribes put in stories
that made wives and women seem
to be nothing better than comedies
or commodities.
As I see it, in so doing they not
only made the patriarchs and others
look bad, they made God seem to
endorse the conduct.
The negative message to women as
to their value, suggested behavior and
See BELOVED BIBLE STORY, page 19
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Feastgoers report from Kenya, Burma, Philippines, Colorado
Continued from page 1

inspiring Feast of Tabernacle this year.
Have we committed ourselves to
serving God? I believe that is what we
should do and that is exactly what the
ministry of the Continuing Church of
God is doing.
This year’s Feast was a little different from the past years because we
had five Feast sites in Africa. We had
three in Kenya, one in Tanzania and
one in Ghana.
In Kenya we had a Feast site in
Ndhiwa, Transmara and Bomet. In
Bomet 50 brethren attended, and in
Transmara there was a total of 174
brethren and in Ndhiwa 212, for a
total of 436 brethren who attended the
Feast in Kenya.
One brother from Malawi attended
the Feast in Kenya and 35 brethren
attended the Feast in Tanzania.
We had an inspiring Feast of
Tabernacles in Kenya, and the report
from Tanzania sounded the same.
We invited Sosten Libungwa from
Malawi to visit the Ndhiwa site this
year. We had him come to learn more
so there will likely be a site in Malawi
next year.
We have about 50 people who consider themselves part of the Continuing COG in Malawi at this time.
Evans Ochieng.
BOMET FEAST SLAUGHTERED A BULL
OMET, Kenya—Here is a report
of our one-week Feast of Tabernacles at Bomet sponsored by the Continuing Church of God. It began Sept.
27 when we opened our meeting with
celebration.
We slaughtered a bull for our visitors. We had more than 20 members
who attended on the first day.
We had two lessons on the first day.
We also had an evening lesson that
more people attended, and the house
was full. On Monday more people
attended and we had morning, afternoon and evening lessons.
We continued until Oct. 5, and new
souls were saved and prayed for.
The year’s Feast was different from
others since we spent a lot due to the
big turnout. Thomas Koskey.
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FEAST REPORTS FOR 2015—
Hundreds of Feast sites played host to
Church of God brethren in the autumn
or spring (depending on your hemisphere) of 2015. Photo No. 1: The
Feast in Masaba, Kenya. (See the report on this page.) Photo No. 2: The
Continuing Church of God’s Feast
observance in Denver, Colo. Photo
No. 3: A Continuing Church of God
Feast observance in New Zealand.
(See reports from several Continuing
sites on pages 1 and 4. Photo No. 4:
A young Feastgoer in Myanmar. (See
the report on this page.) [Photos courtesy Bob Thiel, Haron Makoro, Leon
Sexton and Max Noble]
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PEACE TABERNACLE REPORT FROM
TRANSMARA
RANSMARA, Kenya—Concerning the Feast in Transmara, in the
Rift Valley, we had a blessed meeting
throughout the whole of eight days.
We were well fed spiritually and experienced growth in our souls.
Indeed, for the first time, we experienced a bigger congregation of the
brethren than ever before.
We also had a total of 18 brethren
from the Mau church who had managed to travel to the Feast site. However, the number could have been bigger except for the transportation costs.
From Bomet there were more than
50 brethren who attended. We shall not
forget to thank Pastor Ochieng, for we
sat together and made arrangements
for these two meetings and he gave us
support in terms of food and enabled
us to succeed in these meetings.
We also had brethren from other
local churches, together with the unconverted brethren from the area.
In total, 156 brethren from Transmara attended. David Langat and Joseah Kipngetich.

T

FEAST IN NIGERIA
BUJA, Nigeria—It is by God’s
grace that the Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day ended well.
We began the 2015 Feast on Sept.
27. We had a total attendance of 216.
We ended the Feast on Oct. 4 and
observed the Last Great Day on Oct. 5.
Rachael Sharon helped us so much
and in many ways, as in solving transport issues for some members. This is
the first time the Nigerians attempted
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles as
they do not have a COG background.
We expected Mr. Mbah’s group but it
was unfortunate that they were not able
to attend. Be blessed. James Dzerm.

FEAST IN GHANA
HANA—As I write, we have already celebrated the women’s day
with the theme “The Role of the Christian Woman in Church Building.”
There was a medical screening, and
we celebrated the youth day also with
the theme “Technology and Its Effect
on Christianity and the Importance of
Music.”
About 400 out of the 500 in the
congregation were always present.
Samuel Fosu Gyeabour.

out the eight-day Feast.
Some COG members from other
parts of Myanmar were able to attend.
Travel is more difficult since the
Feast of Tabernacles falls in the midst
of the monsoon season. But all who
were able to travel and attend received
daily spiritual food as well as the
physical feasting that goes along with
celebrating God’s commanded assemblies before Him. Leon Sexton, Chiang
Mai, Thailand.

FEAST IN MYANMAR (BURMA)
YAWK TAING, Myanmar (Burma)—Forty Church of God
members (including children) gathered at Kyawk Taing for the Feast of
Tabernacles with much worship,
singing songs to God and lots and lots
of feasting.
Seng Aung, our student pastor in
Kyawk Taing; his wife, Seng Pan;
Legacy student Htoo Mya Shwe; and
our deacon in Rangoon, U Myo Zaw,
and his wife, Tumar, were there to
lead services and festivities through-
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FEAST IN KACHINLAND
AKE INDAWGYI REGION, Kachinland—Our scattered church
members cannot gather together at the
same place for the Feast and the Last
Great Day because Kachinland is not
a peaceful country. It’s a war field.
This year scattered church members from the eastern parts of Kachinland were gathered in Bhamo, near the
China border.
Even though we are small groups in
Kachinland, we firmly stand alone on
our feet. Here in Kachinland all the
Church of God members are very,
very faithful to God.
Since June 9, 2011, we are faced
with terrible fightings all the time. But
our Almighty God is always with us
here. We thank You, God, for Your
merciful protection. Lazum Brang,
Frontier Evangelist, Kachinland.
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I was aided in this misdemeanor by
friends Todd and Regina, whom I had
met early on in the Feast. Together we
shared the variety of brothers and sisters called out of this world.
No, we’re not all on the same page,
but our Savior will solve this problem
prior to His return.
Because there is not agreement on
the calendar, we experienced a longer
Feast, an unusual treat.
Four sites held meetings in buildings
of brick and stone. The fifth was under
a canopy in the piney woods of the former Ambassador campus in Big Sandy.
For the first time—after decades of
silence—voices were raised in praise
to honor and glorify our Father and
elder Brother on the former campus.
The Hebrew culture was represented here, with the ramshorn to announce the beginning of services,
lovely music with Hebrew and English interspersed, Hebrew dances and
group interaction in prayer
The men prayed together each
morning before daylight—a little
strange the first time—but definitely
drawing each of us closer together in
brotherhood—and fellowship (getting
together in a circle and bringing up
points of concern in doctrine and
belief: iron sharpening iron).
This midrash event was my personal favorite of everything I experienced
at the Feast this year. It is commonly
defined as the process of interpretation
by which the rabbis filled in gaps found
in the Torah. Examples:
What made Cain kill Abel? Was it
jealousy over his own rejected sacrifice? Why would God choose the sacrifice of one brother over another?
Did Isaac know that his father intended to sacrifice him on that altar?
Did Sarah know what was going on?
Rod Henson, Jayton, Texas.

FEAST AT TAGAYTAY CITY
AGAYTAY CITY, Philippines—
The 2015 Feast of Tabernacles
here was truly Filipino as was the
2015 Feast of Tabernacles for the
Church of God at Imus City.
The facility, Tagaytay Farm Hills,
is nestled on a rustic, quiet, windswept
hill on the outskirts of bustling Tagaytay City. The cottages are built of
native bamboo and lumber, and the
food, which the brethren themselves
cooked, is local cuisine.
The atmosphere was festive, physically and spiritually, from the first day
until the last day.
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Even a storm that visited Tagaytay
in the middle of the Feast didn’t
dampen the spirits of the brethren.
Next year another congregation
plans to join the Cavite brethren for
the Feast. Max Noble, Imus City,
Philippines.
FEAST-HOPPING IN TEXAS
IG SANDY, Texas—Finally back
from the Feast of Tabernacles, and
what a lovely Feast. Our Father and
elder Brother are actively engaged in
preparing the children of light to rule
with Them in the not too distant future.
For those who were not able to attend
a festival site—those up in age, sick or
incarcerated, etc.—we sent up prayers
for encouragement and comfort.
I must confess that I am guilty of
Feast-hopping, having attended five
sites this year and sampling the Spirit
from each.

B

MASABA FEAST
ASABA, Kenya—I am currently at the Masaba site with 112 in
attendance. Messages have been good
and are being interpreted into the Kiswahili language.
I will travel to Kisii site to spend the
duration of the Feast there. Haron
Mokoro.
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PHILIPPINES FEAST OF TABERNACLES—The Cavite, Philippines, Feastgoers are (from left) Tony Sosa, Dave Garalde, Rey Coria, Rose Mayol, Lita
Corpuz, Shane Mayol, Brenda Coria, Dina Torda, Anne Garalde, Fely Noble,

Max Noble, Kenneth Ladinez, Sonny Ladinez, Harold Ladinez, Robert Torda
and Arbee Coria. See the report by Max Noble on this page of THE JOURNAL.
[Photo by Arbee Coria]

Connections: Member to Member
Issue No. 177

PUBLISHED BY THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD

Musical Instruments of the Bible
X
X
F
E
L
H
E
S
B
K
C
A
R
Q
I
X
J
B
X
U

K
Q
E
T
A
P
E
R
U
J
Q
B
N
A
Z
Y
Y
U
D
T

V F T V P Y
CML DMG
B N S B Q N
A R NMU G
G O A Z V Y
P HD Q R O
I V UUWO
P P L P X D
E S C NH J
K A I D G S
R LMXWS
N T E E I K
X E R C V N
O R G X XM
A Y U S P F
Y G C E S P
K F TMQ T
WM T O E I
C B E S K Q
U B K C A S

P
X
N
Z
G
J
I
R
S
I
U
K
U
U
Y
U
N
L
L
X

HK D C P T C YWPM
UH X QWC G A U R Y
B O B K YMX Z X A D
J N I S V B E U R H Z
Q P UH C YMB A L S
F C J O F B R X I P B
B S E F A J XWCMC
UMN A UU A I S J C
Y T I R T E R L X S E
S T R UM Z L U F R O
S T U T Y EMU Y Q Y
R HO F B Q O L T L Y
B O B F I K V U K E I
V FMT E R B A T Q Q
L X A D G Y U P G E Y
KMT K E D S B I I I
M S P Z S B S C D P K
ML QMC O R N E T E
L E R BM I T H F O C
KWN VMCMC F D T

Connections runs classifieds
Prayer requests

Personals

Obituaries

Prayer request for Dan Cafeo of
Shingletown, Calif. He has served as a
minister in the Church of God for over 40
years and recently learned he has
advanced cancer. It’s very serious. He
has chosen to forgo treatment and trust
in God instead.

bodied and sound mind. I enjoy music.
E-mail me at rocky695 @att.net or (903)
534-9131. Let’s touch base and exchange stories. Love, your sister in
Christ, Laura.

For sale

Funeral services were Oct. 11, 2015, for
Robert Fahey at Hinsdale Community
House in Hinsdale, Ill. ¶ Robert Edmund
“Bob” Fahey was born Jan. 15, 1940, in
Cleveland, Ohio, to Mildred (Bower) and
Walter Fahey. After his parents divorced
when he was 2, he moved many times
around the country with
his mother, often in less
than ideal circumstances. The two eventually
relocated back to
Cleveland to be near
Bob’s grandmother, Elizabeth Bower, and his
aunts and uncles, Evelyn (Bower) and Charles
Delamater, Stan and
Louis Bower, and Jim Bob Fahey
Bower. ¶ After finishing
high school in Cleveland, Bob entered
General Electric’s Management Apprenticeship Program. He worked for GE
for three years, and in 1961 the direction
of his life was changed when he enrolled
in Ambassador College in Pasadena,
Calif., to pursue his newfound interest in
biblical studies. ¶ In 1963 he was transferred to Ambassador’s British campus
in Bricket Wood, England. ¶ In a single
month in 1965 he graduated, was
ordained into the ministry and married
Evelyn Thomas from Kalamazoo, Mich. ¶
The couple’s first pastorate was Glasgow, Scotland. Then in 1966 the Faheys
were transferred to Melbourne, Australia, to pastor the congregations in the
states of Victoria, South Australia and
Tasmania. ¶ Joanna Marie and Jonathan
Thomas were born in Melbourne in 1966
and 1968, respectively. ¶ In 1969 the
Faheys were transferred to Johannesburg, South Africa, where Bob became
regional director for Southern Africa. In
1972 their third child, Robert Benjamin,
was born in Johannesburg. From 1976 to
1978 Bob served as regional director for
all of Africa. Other assignments included
regional director of Canada in 1980,
executive assistant to Herbert W. Armstrong, pastor of four congregations in
and around New York City during the
mid-1980s and regional director of
Australia and Asia in 1986. ¶ While serving in Australia he also enjoyed caring
for the congregation in Hong Kong. ¶ In
1990 Bob and Evelyn returned to their
Midwest roots as pastor of the Chicago

congregation, a post Bob held for the
last 25 years. ¶ On a personal side,
many have commented over the last few
days that Bob was larger than life, a true
extrovert with a full social calendar,
exuding energy and determination. He
loved to study books on business management, history, human development
and more, but his passion was studying
the Bible. ¶ Through the years he developed extensive studies on most of the
books of the New Testament, as well as
many biblical studies with general-life
applications. ¶ In his youth (friends and
family have commented) he “had a cool
haircut, drove a cool car and listened to
cool music.” In his 20s and 30s friends
shared that he was “a man’s man” and
“macho,” “a constant swirl of activity and
energy.” In his 40s and 50s he was
known as “a man with deep conviction,”
“having amazing drive and resiliency”
and “a strategic mind with a laser focus
on results.” In his 60s he was known as
a man with growing “wisdom, maturity,
strength and love,” “willing to learn from
others” and “open to trying new approaches.” In his 70s he was described
as having “silver-fox hair, holding a cane”
and being “a dedicated husband to an
ailing wife.” ¶ In June 2015 the couple
was honored with a special church tea to
note the 50th anniversary of Bob’s ordination as an elder. It was a meaningful
time for the couple and they fondly reminisced on their many travels and the
friends they had enjoyed together
through the years. ¶ The following week
on July 3, 2015, Bob hosted a celebratory dinner for his bride and their family to
celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. ¶ On Monday, Sept. 28, first day of
the Feast of Tabernacles, Robert E.
Fahey, 75, died unexpectedly. He was
recovering at home from a heart-stent
procedure completed less than two
weeks prior, and all indications had been
that he would make a full recovery. This
was the first Feast he had missed in 54
years because he was resting and
attending to Evelyn, who was four weeks
into her stay at a rehabilitation facility
after surgery to repair a broken hip. Bob
had been visiting her twice a day before
his heart procedure and was working
diligently to help her gain strength so
she might have an opportunity to return
home. ¶ Robert Edmund Fahey dedicated his life to preaching the good news of
the Kingdom of God and helping others
towards that goal. He trusted God and
lived in faithful anticipation of the resurrection to eternal life. His example of
steadfast service and forward momentum despite many obstacles encourages
those who follow along behind him: a
husband, father, grandfather and teaching pastor who is greatly missed.
Donald H. Cole Jr., 93, died Sept. 13,
2015, at the Charlene Manor in Greenfield, Mass. He was born in Duxbury,
Mass., on Jan. 13, 1922, the son of Donald H. and Mary Elizabeth (McIssaac)
Cole Sr. He was a resident of Leyden,
Mass., for the last 25 years. ¶ Donald
served in the Air Force as an airplanemaintenance technician during World
War II. He was an airplane mechanic for
many years at local airports. Before that
Donald was a flight engineer for TWA. ¶
Donald enjoyed gardening, sports, skiing and nature. ¶ Among his survivors
Donald leaves a son, Martin H. Cole, and
his wife Maxcine of Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
two daughters, Deborah Frentzos and
her husband Dean of Leyden, and
Melissa Nolan and her husband Jerry of
Largo, Fla., a sister, Florence Markley of
Seattle, Wash., nine grandchildren,
Christopher Cole, wife Emily of North
East, Md., Jason Cole of West Springfield, Mass., David Cole of Greenfield,
Katie Cole of Texas, Lisa Fennessy and
husband Jason of Braintree, Mass.,
Michael Nolan of Weymouth, Mass.,
Amy Nolan and husband Casey of
Largo, Danielle Rand and husband
Zachary of Athol, Mass., and Aaron
Frentzos of Greenfield, two great-grandchildren, Cole and Quinn Fennessy of
Braintree, and several nieces and
nephews. ¶ Donald was predeceased by
his wife, Elizabeth (Martin) Cole, on
Sept. 26, 2010, and his brother, Philip
Cole. ¶ Memorial contributions may be
made to the Massachusetts Veterans
Hospital-Leeds, 421 N. Main St., Leeds,
MA 01053, or the Charlene Manor
Extended Care Facility, 130 Colrain Rd.,
Greenfield, MA 01301.

N ew s p a p e r d i s p l ay stand racks for
sale. Freestanding racks fold flat for storage or shipping. No tools required for
assembly. Orange powder-coated wire
construction, but can be painted. Come
with a flat plates for your own sign or
message. Call Linda, (903) 636-4779, or
E-mail lkcartwright@aol.com, or write
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, TX 75755.

Miscellaneous
What would your life have been like without the borders, language and culture
you had in the U.S.? Looks like your
grandchildren will get to experience
whatever that becomes. Think about it.
From a concerned citizen who benefits
from this way of life.
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Why do you
tithe on money?
Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Widow, longtime COG member, looking
for gentleman willing to grow in God’s
truth, semiretired, retired or up. Able-

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

ICY

Dial in Live Every Sabbath

I am seeking someone for a
friend, a male of age 55-65,
deaf or HH and can sign.
Someone who loves God,
is friendly, easy-going and
honest, loves people and
outdoors activities. Friendship comes first before getting serious. My name is
Janece. If interested, here
is my E-mail: janecemm1
Janece
@gmail.com.
Longtime Church of God member looking
for male companion,
friend. Must be intelligent, 73-80. Able to
take care of self and
respect a woman. Be
gr o u n d e d i n G o d ’s
truth. E-mail bunniern1
@roadrunner.com or
mail letters to Bunnie,
220 Sprigg St., Apt.
204, North Baltimore,
Bunnie
Ohio 45872.
Would like to hear from friends Rick and Mic h e l l e B a u m g a r t n e r. Anyone knowing
where they are (originally Washington
state), please ask them to contact Donna
Weese, P.O. Box 765, Big Sandy, TX 75755.

Obituaries

ChildrenOfGod.net

To order these books write:

A Virtual Church

September-October 2015

See MORE CLASSIFIEDS, page 12
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This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO
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Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers
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Racks for Sale
Freestanding display racks. Three styles of racks. Wire
racks will fold flat for storage or shipping. No tools
required for assembly. Orange powder-coated wire
construction, but can be painted. Each includes a flat
plate to attach a sign or other message.
These are ideal for newspapers, magazines or other
printed matter that will be given away without charge
because they do not include a coin mechanism.
The picture shows a unit similar to the orange wire
rack. Others, for indoor use, are made of clear plastic.
Also a few self-enclosed weatherproof racks.
For information call Linda at (903) 636-4779, or E-mail
lkcartwright@aol.com, or write P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755.
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You Preachers-Elders

H

as God done away with “tongues”?
You don’t know.
(1 Cor. 14:39 and verse 18). In all my
Why pretend with elegant sermons about the
life, not one example of that. So!!! Scriptures when there is nothing to back you up?
Has He done
(Jn. 14:12).
away with great healings, or
Asa consulted with the physicians (2 Chron. 16:12).
must He rely on surgeons’
He did as you preachers tell your congregations’
knives and the medicine of
members to do. Read the results of Asa.
physicians? (Exo. 15:26).
No excuses! Do you have contact and authority
over Jesus Christ?
You exercise authority over
All the seventh-day-keeping churches are riddled
the congregation, yet you do
with cancer, muscular dystrophy, multiple sclerosis,
not exercise authority of havdeformations, bone diseases and mental disease
ing the gifts of the Holy Spirit
such as schizophrenia. You do not have the answers,
in and with healings and miracles (2 Kings 4:24).
so why pretend?
“Where is the Lord God of Elijah?”

Send your disagreements and antagonisms to
Lawrence G. Mumme, 10003 W. Constellation Way, Tucson, Arizona 85735

Visit the Church of God Big Sandy on the Web at

www.churchof
godbigsandy.com
Did the Apostles baptize in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?

M

atthew 28:18-20 is certainly plain. “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” Did the Apostles follow this
instruction?
Of particular note is the baptism
of some believers in Ephesus by Paul.
Acts 19:1-6 tells of some students of
Apollos who had been baptized in
the name of John the Baptist. Paul
evidently noticed something about
them that made him wonder if they
had received the holy spirit. They
had not even heard of the spirit.
They were then quickly baptized “in
the name of the Lord Jesus” (Act 19:5).
It seems that, since the holy spirit
was a central focus in this account, if
Paul were baptizing in the name of
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the
Holy Spirit would have at least been
mentioned here. It is not connected
with the actual immersion.
Peter, when admonishing the crowd

on Pentecost, exhorted them to be
baptized only in the name of Jesus
Christ (Acts 2:38). The baptisms of
Philip in Acts 8:12-17 also indicate
that he baptized only in the name of
the Lord Jesus (vs. 16). Peter again,
when baptizing Cornelius, baptized
him only in the name of the Lord
(Acts 10:48). When Paul was baptized, he was exhorted only to call on
the name of the Lord (Acts 22:16; see
also Acts 9:17-18).
Paul also mentions baptism to the
Romans, but only mentions the connection with Jesus Christ (Rom 6:3).
A similar thought occurs in Galatians
3:27. The context of I Corinthians
1:13 indicates baptism involves only
our Savior.
The holy spirit is definitely associated with baptism, but the text of
Matthew 28:19 didn’t seem to have a
very profound effect on the practice
of those who baptized in the New
Testament church.
There are also other scriptures,

while not mentioning baptism directly, that run contrary to the injunction
of Matthew 28:19. “. . . For there is no
other name under heaven, given among
men by which we must be saved” (Acts
4:12). “Whatsoever ye do in word or deed,
do all in the name of the Lord Jesus . . .”
(Col 3:17). “No one comes to the Father
except through Me” (John 14:6b).
The record of history casts doubt
on the authenticity of Matthew
28:19. There are a number of early
documents that reference this scripture. Most of the very early ones
reflect the conduct of the Apostles
as examined above. Baptism was in
the name of the Lord Jesus only.
The lack of adherence or even mention on the part of the early church is
probably because Messiah never
spoke the words attributed to Him in
Matthew 28:19. He didn’t work on
magic formulas such as that found in
verse 19. In other words, God doesn’t
act because someone says the magic

words, but because of the heart, mind
and intent of the believer.
It is also in keeping with the mind of
God that facts are established on two
or three witnesses (Mat 18:16; II Cor
13:1; I Tim 5:19; Deu 19:5). Thus, virtually everything that is important instruction to believers is repeated or reinforced somewhere else. The Matthew 28:19 formula is found only in this
one verse. This verse is the only indication one is supposed to be baptized
into some name or authority other
than that of Jesus Christ. It won’t stand
in the court of heaven. All necessary
authority was His (Mat 28:18).
If the Apostles didn’t do it, why
would anyone else? Don’t wait for
someone ordained of men to look
into this for you. Develop your own
relationship with the real head of the
congregation of God by an in-depth
study of His word. CreatorsCovenant helps people dig deeper

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
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www.TheWorldTomorrow.org / The Obedient Church of God / TO COG
My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you. Hosea 4:6

WAKE UP YOU SLEEPERS YOU are NOT an Exception
WAKE UP YOU SLEEPERS
Don’t “YOU” even know how to READ?
Eph 5:14

The “TRUTH” SHALL set you free, BUT
“you” can’t handle the “TRUTH”
that your ministers are all damnable liars who just “say” they obey, but DISobey as PROVEN by the FACTS.
Who “say” they obey God’s Bible, but your minister refuses to obey.

G

od “HATES” you and your sinister, because you
both lie to God that you are obeying His
Bible instructions=
1.) Do NOT move God’s Sabbath to Friday with
Satan’s phony IDL (International Date Line). Leviticus
23:15 STATES the 7th Day is the Sabbath, not the 6th.
2.) Do NOT have just 1 pilgrimage to headquarters per year. Deut 16:16 God commands 3.
3.) Do NOT ignore God’s New Month Day by your
NOT having a worship service and worshiping God
on every New Month Day. Ezekiel 46:3.
4.) Do NOT ignore the 4 fasts commanded by God
in addition to Atonement. THUS SAYS THE LORD . . .
Zechariah 8:19 It is not a choice.
5.) Do NOT average God’s APPOINTED FEAST
TIMES/MOADIM Holy Days BECAUSE averaging causes
you to work on God’s Holy Days.
6.) Do NOT put restaurant workers to work on
God’s Sabbath day. You have the preparation day to
buy restaurant meals and eat them at your friend’s home.
7.) Do NOT “BUY” on God’s Sabbath Day, re
restaurant meals on the Sabbath. Buy them on the preparation day when traveling put them in your Hotel fridge.
YOU walk right out of Services to a restaurant and
break God’s Laws 20 minutes after
Services “EVERY” SABBATH.

STOP SINNING
Stop SINNING WILLFULLY!
Your MINISTERS and YOU are all fouled
up/bound in these 7 SINS HORRIBLE SINS and won’t
admit it and won’t repent/won’t change!!!
All YOUR ministers “REFUSE” TO OBEY GOD,
proven by the FACTS, and “YOU” and your minister are
NOT AN EXCEPTION!

will

“CAUSE” you to burn
MINISTERS
in Hellfire for following them and their lies,

BECAUSE they are “TEACHING”
“DIS”obedience to God!
This is SO SERIOUS for your eternal life, so STOP IGNORING THE “FACTS” or you will be thrown into the Lake of
Fire for “willfully sinning with your sinisters.”
Just like the Poop moves God’s 7th Day to Sunday,
YOUR minister moves God’s 7th Day to the 6th Day
Friday.
The Poop will burn in Hell for moving God’s
Sabbath Day not following God’s Bible and SO WILL
YOUR minister—he is “not” an exception!
If you don’t think “your” disobeying God’s Bible is
serious, then there is no hope for you.
If “you” don’t stop sinning, then there is no hope for you.
If “you” refuse to repent/change, then there is no
hope for you.
YOU and YOUR ministers with the 1883 IDL

(International Date Line) move God’s appointed “7th”
Day Sabbath to the 6th day! You cannot deny it or
else you are also a LIAR! . . . But the seventh day is the
sabbath of rest, an holy convocation . . . Leviticus 23:3
KJV AND that proves you ALL are SINNING DELIBERATELY.
Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the
sabbath of rest, an holy convocation; ye shall do no work
therein: it is the sabbath of the Lord in all your dwellings.
Leviticus 23:3 KJV
SIN “is” transgression of Leviticus 23:3’s LAW, for
“Whosover” committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for
sin is transgression of the law.” I John 3:4.
YOU and YOUR SINISTERS “ARE” transgressing God’s
Law WILLFULLY!
1. YOU and YOUR SINISTERS “ARE” transgressing God’s
Law “WILLFULLY”. You are following MINISTERS WHO
JUST “SAY” they obey-BUT DON’T obey!

“YOU” ARE ALL “LIARS”
“WHEN” you say you obey
God’s Bible!
2.

As proven by the FACTS. Wake up!!!

CONFRONT your sinister
with GOD’s Scriptures
And if he refuses to follow The Bible
Then kick the dust onto him as you leave. King James
2000 Bible And whoever shall not receive you, nor hear
your words [=BIBLE WORDS], when you depart out of that
[sinister’s] house [disobedient church] or city, shake off the
dust of your feet. Matthew 10:14
Or burn in Hell with them for their “DIS”obedience
to God’s Bible Words as proven by the “FACTS.”
WAKE UP YOU SLEEPERS Eph 5:14 “YOU” are
NOT an Exception WAKE UP! YOU SLEEPERS

“YOU” are “NOT”
obeying God—
You are obeying sinful DISobedient sinisters-men
as PROVEN by FACTS/God’s
Instructions/DISobeying Father’s Bible Words
that your sinister REFUSES and CONTINUES TO
NEGLECT & REFUSE TO FOLLOW GOD’S BIBLE
WORDS. AND Don’t try to WEASEL out of
following the above 7 points of God because
James 2:10 STATES:
shall keep the whole law, and yet offend in one
point, he is guilty of all.
Outside “ARE” ALL that practice Lies. Revelations 22:15.

Because you will NOT enter the Kingdom but will
be cast into outer darkness and Hellfire! Because . . . no
LIARS WILL EVER ENTER IT. Revelations 21:27.
Don’t “YOU” even know
WAKE UP!!! YOU AND YOUR MINISTERS ARE LIARS
how
to READ? Deut 16:16
WHEN YOU SAY YOU FOLLOW GOD’S SABBATH LAW OF
3 “Pilgrimage” Feasts you lying
LEVITICUS 23:3. YOU ARE LIARS—PROVEN BY THE FACTS.
Sinisters. Don’t “YOU” even know
And worse yet than that: “GOD HATES YOU AND YOUR
MINISTER. Proverbs 6:17
how to READ? Ezek 46:3 A Service
There are six things that the Lord hates, seven that
“ON” NEW Month Day you lying
are an abomination to him . . . a lying tongue [minister].
Sinisters. Don’t “YOU” even know
Proverbs 6:17
how to READ? Zech 8:19 “4” Fasts in
YOU KNOW HOW TO READ God’s Bible Words
addition to Atonement you lying
—now FOLLOW THEM, and
YOU ministers STOP LYING THAT YOU ARE FOLLOW- Sinisters. You say you obey God’s Bible but
ING GOD’S BIBLE “written” WORDS, when
clearly DON’T as proven by the “FACTS.”
the FACTS “PROVE” you are “not” following
REPENT/CHANGE . . . Lest I come and smite “YOU”/the
God’s Bible “written” WORDS.
earth with utter destruction. Malachi 4:6
Confront YOUR sinister to stop lying and to
Matthew 4:4 Man MUST live by EVERY WORD of God;
OBEY the above Scriptures of God’s Bible “written”
or be thrown into Hellfire, and YOU and your sinisters
are NOT an exception.
WORDS, or burn in Hell with him.
TO COG is the “Only” Church that is:
“CONTINUING” Mr. Armstrong’s Work of RESTORING All Things
All other churches are stuck in 1972 and refuse to Grow in Knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18
Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!
answers@theworldtomorrow.org
For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
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Exit Nimrod Part 5
et’s take a look at Herbert W Armstrong’s
L
18 Truths. Including his stress on the government of God and ranking in the Church
using David Pack’s defense (covered in part
6). Yet has frank admissions of its problems.
But first these topics:
Most all Israelites are idolatrous
Church of God (COG) members know that
the modern Israelite nations as Britain and the
US will be punished when Jesus arrives for
mounting sins, and a history of acting like
Gentiles worshiping dumb idols. Since Jeroboam returned most of them to idol worship
after the death of Solomon.
The other tribes under Judah later became
worse (Jer 3:10-11). Those under Judah’s banner committed enough sins to be exiled to
Babylon. And became more idolatrous copying Babylon’s ways there, and even became
the chief form of religion of all the world, of
Mystery Babylon. Jesus castigated this
Pharisee religion. Later, they became more
corrupt by Khazar ‘Jews’ taking over, who are
not really Jews of Judah (Rev 2:9, 3:9). And
they lead the state of Israel in violence and
apartheid ways, though claiming democracy.
Going back in history, the 12 tribes of Israel
had kings, only a few were righteous. During
the era of judges God punished their sins by
enslavement by other nations (despite the idolatry of those nations since God expected more of
Israel for learning of His ways). In the wilderness the generation which escaped Egypt died
before it could enter the Promised Land because
they returned to idolatrous ways of the people
around them, particularly Egypt. Return to the
ways of Nimrod (and Semiramis and her son).
Pope and idolatrous
Catholic daughters
Catholics lead the world’s churches promoting the most opposition against God. The US
recently welcomed the pope with honor at the
White House and Capitol, as well as the UN,
though a religious ruler. Followed adoringly by
Protestants, ‘daughters’ of Catholics. Even many
other religious leaders literally embraced him
while in the US, since he is considered by the
faiths of this world as their spiritual head.
Protestants, though they protested against popes,
still follow too closely their idolatry. Keeping
Sunday, Trinity (Nimrod, wife and her son) and
preach the false Christ of Nimrod. And keep
many Catholic holidays, fake Christian ones.
US Mother’s Day came from old Mother
Goddess worship (of Semiramis, Queen of
Heaven). Later morphed into Catholic
Mothering Sunday for the Mother Church.
Still later also for (Catholic) mothers honored
then. Check up using most any reference
source. Prove all things.
US Father’s Day was instituted just after US
Mother’s Day since fathers could not be neglected. But in history, Nimrod was honored as
Father god as the sun, so the US holiday is about
the time of the summer solstice when the sun
appears strong (as British Midsummer Fires,
obviously as the ancient Israelites played with
or jumped over fire for which God chastised
them). US Mother’s and Father’s Days are on
Sundays, so if you keep these Sundays you bow
to the pope. US Flag Day is also by the summer
solstice, as US Independence Day with fireworks, works of fire for the sun god Nimrod.
Christmas is the opposite holiday of the winter
solstice. Most of the fireworks then are reserved
for the next close holiday of New Year’s Eve.
With loud noisy explosions at midnight.
The US flag represents the sun god. The stylized red and white stripes picture the sun’s rays.
The stars represent (evil) angels (as the
European Union flag of 12 such stars, also
depicting the Virgin Mary, the false version of
Rev 12:1). The Washington Monument obelisk
copies Egyptian ones for the sun god. It is encircled with 50 US flags, not state flags. So the
effect is 50 (stars of each flag) times 50 more
intense. And there are Freemason symbols
throughout the obelisk for the sun or sun god.
The early US flag that George Washington
flew was the Grand Union flag with the red
and white stripes and in the canton the Union
Jack of Britain. The flag was saluted by British
troops (within eyeshot) since it was just the
flag of the British East India Company.
Despite the Revolutionary War, the US continued to obey that evil company. Two early US
flags had two different snakes on them. A statue of George is in Britain’s Trafalgar Square,
though a supposed enemy!
The US flag resembles the Arizona flag
which is the Freemasonry Blazing Star stand-

ing for Lucifer. Arizona’s capital is at 33degree north latitude and is called Phoenix
after the fire-bird of the sun god. The British
flag features 3 crosses of false worship.
US military Medals of Honor feature 5point stars (pointed down) with Minerva, or
Goddess Liberty. Yes, the Statue of Liberty
represents a goddess. And Semiramis according to the MOH Society website.
US flag over Christian one?
Recently, a US church decided the US flag
should be displayed below a Christian flag,
contrary to national practice of US flag topping others. To show God is above all. Other
churches followed and are trying to urge others to do the same.
“Now Varriale has launched the God Before
Government website through which other pastors are encouraged to join the movement . . .
he writes ‘On Sunday July 5th, Elizabeth Baptist Church in Shelby, North Carolina, took its
stand with a flag raising ceremony that displayed the Christian flag over the American
flag. This new approach to flag etiquette symbolizes that our service and commitment to
God is greater than our service and commitment to government—especially a government that coerces us to violate our commitments to God . . . The American church like
the German church of the 1930s and 1940s is
free of persecution because it has done little
that is worthy of persecution.’ ”
“Both pastors told WBTV they hope to spark
a movement across the land—especially in light
of the U.S. Supreme Court’s recent ruling that
created same-sex ‘marriage’ in all 50 states.”
Problems? The ‘Christian’ flag is one with a
cross on it, an idol of Nimrod. Jesus died on a
stake, and in any case He objects to any idol.
While many US churches rightly denounce
same-sex marriage, they urge Sunday worship.
The US flag itself is an idol, as most all
nations’ flags show symbols of Freemasonry
(steeped in Mystery religions). The 5-point
stars are displayed on many nations’ flags, as
well as most all nations’ military uniforms and
vehicles, for the god of forces (Dan 11:38),
Lucifer or Satan. The pagan cross is seen on
many Bible covers and at cemeteries, perhaps
with obelisks—all for the sun god. A star can
represent our nearest star, the sun.
The mention of the US government opposing Christians (real or fake) refers to such
things as allowing countless abortions, banning prayer and the Bible from public schools
and teaching evolution. As researchers have
pointed out, the US Great Seal with Mason
symbols was hid for over a century and finally
displayed on the $1 bill by FDR, a 32nddegree Mason. The triangular Eye over the
pyramid represents Trinity, or Lucifer-Satan.
Washington DC’s street layout shows many
symbolic designs, one is the truncated pyramid
as the Seal. And the Eye over it is represented by
the Scottish Freemasonry Headquarters, an
Egyptian-style temple to the sun god. Most all
US Founding Fathers were Masons (also claim
to be Jews but are not), and same with presidents. Masons may claim they worship God, but
their revered Albert Pike claimed they actually
worship Lucifer. Masons allow any book considered holy as the Koran to be used to swear
oaths upon, and oaths Jesus condemned anyway.
Alice Bailey founded Lucis Trust, originally
called Lucifer Trust, with its Lucifer Publishing
Company and Lucifer magazine. She learned
from H.P. Blavatsky who claimed Lucifer is the
world’s savior and ruler of the earth now. Lucis
Trust leads spiritual enlightenment in the UN,
so we see why the pope was greeted warmly by
the UN. The giant Statue of Liberty nearby represents Libertas, goddess of immigrants, another name for Semiramis. Though the depiction is
more male, representing the great Illuminator
Lucifer. Other names for goddesses used by the
US are Minerva and Ceres, shown in many
prominent places in the US. Also goddess
Themis at courthouses with a balance in hand.
US and Britain, leading modern Israelite
nations, are at least saturated with Mystery
Babylon like all the other nations. Which is
why Jesus warned us to come out of her. Said in
a spiritual sense of not believing in it and its
falsehoods. Worse yet, the US and Britain are
prime instigators of modern Babylon, as most
exiled Jews in Babylon became Pharisees, of
the religion Jesus condemned as of the devil
(Mat 23). Later, Khazar ‘Jews’ infiltrated all
worldly religions. Setting up the major AntiChrist Catholics and they created Islam. Both to
destroy true Christians and take over Jerusalem.
The “City” of London controls the world as

Babylon the Great, and Great Britain is the
only country named great. The “City” has
dragons depicted in statues in prominent
places, besides many such images throughout.
US Thanksgiving Day
On his recent visit to the US the pope said
the oft repeated slogan God Bless America.
Which God does he know? And most of the
US who joyed to see him? Lucis Trust via the
UN is trying to form a one world religion, and
parented the NGO World Goodwill of the UN
which prepares for the return of Christ. But
actually for the Antichrist of Lucifer.
Thanksgiving Day is idolatrous if only for
being on a false god day of the week, as most
other holidays. But much more.
Worship of the ancient false gods of Greece
and Rome, and further back to Babylon, is
done by the elite in secret, while the rest follow
along unknowingly. As most say they do not
worship the sun Sundays, but in effect do so.
The US Supreme Court recently legalized
same-sex marriage. The White House yearly
conducts an Easter egg hunt and Christmas
tree lighting. If these abominations were not
enough, with the success of gays, they were
allowed to bathe the White House in gay rainbow colors one night. While the USA is supposed to have separation of church and state, it
flaunts paganism in outward celebration of old
Greek and Roman gods throughout the land,
especially at national and state buildings,
many copying their pagan temples.
So US Thanksgiving Day is just another
day for a fake god, and evident by the encroachment in its parades of Christmas theme
and Santa Claus (Nimrod) arrival. And massive Christmas sales of big companies on the
day following of Black Friday, and even on
Thanksgiving itself. It is part of Satan’s plan to
unite the world’s religions, for evil. As a wolf
in sheep clothing, the holiday appears kind of
good with family togetherness.
The US celebrates many holidays for the military and war, and barely one for a peace-maker.
Martin Luther King was assassinated. (How
many activists for war are assassinated?) He
spoke out about the US being the most violent of
all nations, as in the Viet Nam war. It has a history of being the only nation to use WMD. It has
been the leading arms dealer and makes a profit
even selling to both sides of a conflict—adding
fuel to the fire. While the US may publicize
about his Dream of racial equality (which is not
nearly complete), hardly anything is said about
his ‘Nightmare’ of his speeches against war.
US holidays have been considered wrong
for at least some of them, by the COGs.
Military appreciation holidays are wrong for
supporting war and war heroes. Military shows
frequently violate God’s Sabbath. To really
honor troops they should be kept out of harm’s
way and avoid fighting unnecessary wars (all
of them!). Even the UN (though falsely since it
is actually for war) portrays the Bible-inspired
statue of a man beating a sword into a plowshare—symbolizing what will happen to former instruments of war after Jesus arrives.
To their shame, many members in the COGs
began celebrating veterans after the 911 attacks
as war heroes. It seemed many members who
were vets did this and even urged war against
the supposed perpetrators of 911. Many were
fooled by the patriotism hyped, instead of realizing the wars were to continue exploitation of
other nations as in history billed as giving them
freedom when actually doing the opposite of
bombing them. And God says vengeance is
Mine (Rom 12:19-21), anyway. To feed the
hungry enemy or give the thirsty one drink,
which will properly ‘destroy’ our enemies.
Jesus said to pray for those who persecute us or
do us harm (Mat 5:44-45), not to retaliate, in
order to be true sons of the Father. Be peacemakers, not warmongers.
Lincoln allowed his wife to conduct a
séance in the White House. Did he know the
true God or a fake one? Could he have set up
Thanksgiving Day to properly honor the true
God or really to honor Satan and his fake god
of Nimrod (Thor on Thursday)? If he was really for the true God, why didn’t he urge God’s
Holy Days be kept? As stated before, Lincoln
tried to allow US troops off on the Sabbath,
but he thought that was Sunday (Satan’s
Sabbath). And was urged by well known editor Sarah Josepha Hale to set the day up, who
also pushed Christmas to be celebrated in a
merry way, besides in a religious way.
The connection of Thanksgiving Day with
Christmas is evident from the Thanksgiving
parades that day, that feature a Christmas
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theme and arrival of Santa Claus, even before
the turkey meal. The countdown of shopping
days to Christmas starts that day. It seems that
people who do not know the true God recognize that the same god is worshiped in
Christmas and Thanksgiving, even if some of
the COG members are fooled by Satan.
George Washington, with Mason title Worshipful Master, kept Masonry solstice holidays
for two saint Johns, which later morphed into
Christmas and Independence Day. Though
Masons might still keep the old days, too, at
their lodges.
Some defend Thanksgiving Day observance as well as some other holidays by stating they are not religious, so can be kept. But
how can any day on an idolatrous calendar
(the pope’s religious calendar) be all right? As
Thor’s Day? Or as Mother’s and Father’s Days
on Sundays, perpetuating the false Sabbath
prominence? Holidays based on an idolatrous
calendar, one obviously in direct opposition to
God, have to be false also.
Thanksgiving Day was celebrated much more
religiously in the past. With church worship
services in the morning, similar to other obvious
religious holidays as Easter. Sarah Joespha Hale
wrote about religion when she wrote Lincoln
urging it be established as a national day: In her
1863 editorial she wrote “Would it not be of
great advantage, socially, nationally, religiously,
to have the day of our American Thanksgiving
positively settled? Putting aside the sectional
feelings and local incidents that might be urged
by any single state or territory that desired to
choose its own time, would it not be more noble,
more truly American, to become nationally in
unity when we offer to God our tribute of joy
and gratitude for the blessings of the year?”
Besides, how could a day that is supposed to
honor God not be religious? Thanksgiving Day
is part of Satan’s plan to unite the world’s religions into one, to have unity of spirit. The
wrong spirit. That is what the ecumenical movement is all about. The true God promotes only
one religion, not many, since most all are fakes.
Do you sing fake worship songs?
Paul warned us not to heed a false gospel.
He also could have said avoid false gospel
music which can sound nice, but is really fake,
for another god. Some COGs sing Contemporary Worship Music (CWM). These songs
are produced by Catholics or Protestants who
worship a fake God and Jesus. So is choosing
the most pleasing of their fake songs to use in
worshiping the true God smart? Would God
really think that nice, or see through the ploy of
Satan? The composers are so-called Christians,
but really the fake kind of the vast majority.
According to the Baptist Information Service: “Matt Maher, a Roman Catholic contemporary worship musician, describes himself as a
musical missionary. His goal is to bridge
Protestantism and Catholicism.” He joins with
Michael Smith producing ecumenical unity
with priests or nuns at their concerts. “Those
who are adapting contemporary worship music
are building bridges to the one-world church,
and nothing could be more spiritually dangerous.” So CWM is used to bridge the differences
(which are not much) between ‘Christian’ religions into one group run by the pope.
The US Air National Guard held a joint
Protestant worship communion and Catholic
Mass. At other worship services, Episcopalians join Catholics, especially those of this
mix in marriage together in worship.
CWM is another ploy or modern version of
the old false gospel music. Satan transforms
himself into an angel of light to deceive, as his
false ministers (2 Cor 11:13-15).
HWA admitted in the purple Hymnal that
singing Protestant songs was the same as
telling a lie. He believed the Catholics were
Mystery Babylon and Mother of Protestants
daughters (which is true, but not all the truth).
Though he allowed some Protestant songs,
and perhaps slightly changed some of the
wording. So some COG members will sing
some Protestant songs that sound good to
them, but at the same time realizing Protestants are daughters of Babylon! And most
would not sing a Catholic song.
If there was a good holiday . . .
Theoretically, a good holiday needs to be
based on a good calendar. Certainly not the
Catholic one opposed to God, with days dedicated to false gods of the days of the week.
Part of changing times and laws (of God Dan
7:25). Holidays merely continue old feasts to
pagan gods. Catholics set up their calendar, a
slight variation of the Roman Empire’s, with
the same names of gods and with Catholic holidays on it. Just as Catholics took over pagan
temples, and called them churches, and
renamed gods saints.
The NY City mayor recently announced
Muslim schoolchildren will have a choice to
stay with their families on two Muslim holi-
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days, and not miss class. The NY City schools
will close those two days as they do for some
Christian holidays as Good Friday and Jewish
Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah. But the
Christian ones are really fake ones.
He did not cite Christmas which is claimed
Christian, but obviously for the fake god of
Santa Claus (Nimrod) and even many atheists
keep it as a national day, ignoring the religious
aspects. Enjoying the giving aspect emphasized. And Thanksgiving Day was not cited
since many atheists keep it also ignoring the references to God, but this is really the fake God,
too. The god of ‘Satan’ Claus who rides in a sky
chariot. Celebrated arriving in parades that day.
The only safe holy days or holidays to keep
are properly derived from the Bible. And do not
include the fake ones not sanctioned by God, as
Purim which most Jews keep as Mardi Gras.
And Hanukkah, another Feast of Lights as
Christmas, when Jews substitute Jewish rituals
for Christmas ones. As singing Hanukkah carols using Christmas tunes with some wording
changes to match Hanukkah. And lighting as
Christmas trees when menorahs are lit up, even
with colored lights.
Protestants and Catholics would tell us we
worship the wrong God, and that Sunday is the
Sabbath. They believe in desecrating God’s Sabbath (as another work or play day). And keeping
Satan’s Sabbath (at least tacitly), by ignorance.
We should not join with unbelievers in keeping a
holiday supposedly for each his god.
Most Jews vilify Christ, as in the Talmud
that rejects the New Testament and condemns
Him as Messiah. Protestants unknowingly promote a false Christ in their songs.
HWA’s 18 Truths?
The new ‘WCG’ at its GCI website lists
them and then tells how they were not truths at
all. Though GCI claims in its history to be
founded by HWA. Odd indeed! Let’s see if they
were in fact truths. Here the 18 will be addressed out of numerical order as GCI lists
them. HWA started the numbering, but apparently did not continue after the first couple.
He claimed these truths set him and his WCG
above all others, that God only works through
one man at a time, him. And his portrayal of the
government of God placed him at the top of
humans, just below the Father and Jesus. This
system was hierarchal as the pyramid scheme of
evil rulers, so should be suspect. Though Satan
does counterfeit many of the things of God.
Let’s examine these supposed truths. Whether they are positive or negative of HWA or
HWA-wannabes to claim the head honcho status. Should humans have the same structure as
God’s government? Does it matter much? We
might not suspect someone is proclaiming the
right government of God if he was saying
someone else is at the top. But to claim oneself
at the top, that is hard to believe, more likely to
be self-serving hypocrisy.
1. True Gospel
HWA claimed the true Gospel was not
preached except by early apostles and himself.
The world accepted a false gospel about Jesus
as the Christ (looking like a hippy, and so on),
and not about His message of the kingdom of
God. [True, but God’s Church existed throughout the Church age, so someone must have proclaimed the true Gospel. Even HWA claimed
those in his former group were of the true
Church of God, the Sardis Era.]
“I came among the true Church of God of
the Sardis Era. They didn’t know what the
gospel was, they thought it was what they
called the third angel’s message . . . That the
gospel is the Kingdom of God.”
[But Sardis knew enough of the Gospel to
teach HWA’s wife the truth. And surely martyred Christians had the Gospel preached to
them. (Many others were caught in the Catholic
Inquisition, tortured or killed, too, not just true
Christians.)]
[Imagine the Gospel mission is fully successful so everyone begins to work 6 days and
rests the Sabbath. Then no business is conducted on the Sabbath and all restaurants are closed.
So should a Christian then hope the mission is
not complete in order to pay for food in a
restaurant on the Sabbath?]
[A COG Sabbath-restaurant-eater then really
hopes at least one person does not convert to
the truth. To own the restaurant, take the order
as waiter, prepare food, take payment for the
meal and wash pans, dishes and utensils.

Actually many people, since most would not be
in the restaurant business according to probability. And one person employed in providing
such food would not share the blame (sin) with
others, making COG Sabbath-restaurant-eaters
feel a bit better about the situation. A sinning
restaurant owner needs many sinners on
Sabbaths to profit in business then, workers and
customers, or he would be closed then.]
[There are 6 of 7 annual Sabbaths on which we
can prepare food by cooking as an ordinary work
day (even overriding the restriction on a weekly
Sabbath if falling on it). But some COG members
still eat in restaurants on annual Sabbaths! God
says one thing and they do the opposite!]
2. Purpose of God
“God’s purpose is that He’s reproducing
Himself and that we, ultimately, become God.”
HWA was not proclaiming, as some criticized,
that humans would become God and replace
Him. The Father would continue to lead the
God Family and Jesus would continue as eldest
Brother (Mat 12:49-50; 25:40). We are all as
human beings created in His likeness and
image (Gen 1:26-27).
3. God’s plan in His Holy Days
The annual Sabbaths picture the Master Plan of
God, steps in how man becomes part of the God
Family. HWA claimed only WCG had this truth
restored and knew the plan. [But absence of evidence is not proof of absence. Holidays are fakes
of that plan and distract from God’s Sabbaths.]
[God ordering man to work 6 days and rest
the 7th depicts the 6000 years of Satan’s rule
over man, followed by Jesus’ return and rule of
God for 1000 years (Rev 20:1-6). Many, even in
the COGs, have thought Jesus has delayed His
coming. The biggest mistake is using His birth
year (as Christmas) instead of His death year
(Passover). Using Satan’s way of thinking as
Catholics and Protestants, and Pope Gregory’s
world calendar and year-dating system.]
4. Government of God
[This will be covered in part 6.] “The government of God is of necessity government
from the top down. It cannot be government by
the consent of the governed.” [Again, if someone claims to be the greatest, should we trust his
judgment (Pr 27:2)? Those under a government
have no consent? Sounds like a totalitarian state
where everyone obeys the rulers by force if necessary! To be truly free, we want consent.]
5. Who and what God is
“God is a family of persons . . . and we can
be born into that family.” [As critics have pointed out, strictly speaking, the words for God in
the Bible can not be construed to mean family,
but it is God’s plan. Those in His Church even
as humans (with His Spirit) are called sons of
God (Rom 8:14-19; 1 John 3:1-2). Angels used
to be called that, but humans can more closely
resemble that and rule angels (Heb 2:5-18).]
6. What and why is man?
Man is composed of the dust of the earth as
Adam created in God’s image. For why, see
above. Given rule over animals.
7. Spirit in man
“This spirit is not the same as the spirit of God
which humans need to understand the things of
God, but this spirit is needed to understand the
things of humankind (Job 32:8; 1 Cor 2:11).”
[A spirit in man allows a human to think on
a higher level than animals that have instinct (a
particular nature). While humans are not spirit
beings now, we do have a spirit that records our
life events and character for a physical or spiritual resurrection in the future including DNA.]
8. Church is the first fruits
The latter and bigger harvest is later for the
vast majority of mankind. “God is not trying to
save the whole world now.” The Father calls a
relative few, not all, into the Church now.
9. What the Millennium is
“We know when we assemble at the Feast of
Tabernacles . . . that salvation will be open then,
to all that are still alive [in the Millennium].”
Salvation will be offered to the vast majority of
mankind not called before, as pictured by the
Last Great Day.
10. Truth about Holy Spirit
“God is not a Trinity!” The Holy Spirit came
like a mighty wind (Acts 2:2-3). Peter, quoting
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Joel, said it was poured out (2:18). Evidently the
Holy Spirit is the power of God. [Though the
Father and Jesus are (Holy) Spirits (John 4:24)!]
11. Begotten now
“We are begotten now.” Similar to sperm impregnating ovum, the Holy Spirit added to the
human mind allows us to comprehend spiritual
knowledge as God. “God’s Spirit unites with
and witnesses with our spirit that we are, now,
the children of God (Rom. 8:15-16).” Imparting spiritual knowledge that the carnal mind
cannot grasp (1 Cor 2:11).
12. Born again in the resurrection
[Wrong.] “We will become born at the time
of the second coming of Christ, when this mortal puts on immortality, when we won’t be
human any longer, we’ll be divine.” [But the
Bible pictures it, not as a birth, rather as a resurrection of dead saints, or change of living
saints of the time (1 Cor 15:52). Jesus used the
figure of speech of being born again, or born
from above which happens when God’s Spirit
joins with our human spirit, almost always just
after baptism and while still human.]
[A resurrection is rising from death, as
Lazarus was risen days after death. To an adult
form as he had when he died, except in good
health. Those saints still alive upon Jesus’ return
will be transformed into an adult spirit being. No
mention of being born and having to live as a
child for years before becoming adult. That
process is while human. Paul claimed many in
the Church were still carnal, needing spiritual
milk, instead of becoming mature adults capable
of meat (Heb 5:12-14). HWA did say the new
convert may be only 1% spiritual and 99% carnal, needing to reverse most of this in the process
of conversion. God can complete it if we are not
too carnal (Heb 12:23). For further proof about
born again see my article Born Anew Now.]
13-14. Israel identity key
to prophecy
Leading modern Israelite nations are Britain
and USA, though think they are Gentiles and act
like them, many eating unclean meat, keep
Sunday for Sabbath and worship the Trinity.
[Leading modern Israelite nations are rather like
Antichrist led by mostly Freemasons. Most
Israelis are the worst of neighbors to Palestinians,
stealing their land, harassing or killing them.]
[Some accuse HWA of plagiarism. He did say
he gleaned from the writings of others. Sifting
out the truth, rejecting error. He may have cited
his sources early on, but did not later, so it might
appear he plagiarized later. He should have cited
his sources more and used quote marks since
some of his writings too closely follow what was
written by others, particularly about modern
Israelite nations. He did claim that God was
revealing much to him, as if by direct revelation.
When, in fact, it was by indirectly reading literature of others, picking out nuggets of truth.]
15. Paying 3 tithes (De 14:22-29)
1st tithe—10% for preaching Gospel and
maintaining Church facilities and members.
2nd tithe—10% for Feast attendance and its
travel. [So for ‘paying’ the self. But excess for
those who have trouble attending. Not siphoned
off so ministers can use on themselves as perks.]
3rd tithe—10% every 3rd and 6th year of 7,
of a Sabbatic cycle for widows, orphans, and
ministry(?). For welfare and emergency fund?
In addition, HWA claimed offerings for
Feasts collected 3 times a year (De 16:16-17).
[But he had them collected each annual Sabbath
or 7 times. Of course, people tended to divide
their anticipated year total by 7 for each.]
Other or special offerings were solicited as
for a building fund from members who could
afford to do so. But HWA’s persistent sounding
of the Gun Lap, to sacrifice all now, that Jesus
would return very shortly, left many in poverty.
[Our paying of taxes to our nation may
include some for such things as welfare, so
partly fulfills the 3rd tithe. So this amount can
be deducted from 3rd tithe. Poor brethren
should not be oppressed to become even poorer or live in poverty. So can pay less, or even
receive tithe aid of others if needed. Ministers
should not live in luxury at member expense
while they live closer to poverty level because
of this. Paul said he was entitled to financial
support from them if he desired, but did not
want to burden them (1 Cor 9:1-15).]
[The Feast of Tabernacles was not intended as
HWA thought, staying in the most costly place
you can afford. Since God referred to it as taber-
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nacling or tenting with the Israelites in the wilderness, which would rule out luxurious accommodations, even if affordable. The idea being to get
close to God, humble, not steeped in wealth.
Even using makeshift dwellings of branches (Lev
23:40). Though suffering due to bad weather in
celebrating the Feast is not God’s idea either.]
[HWA wanted to live a luxurious lifestyle
himself, earlier trying to be a successful (in the
world’s eye) businessman. Had trouble shaking
this tendency, living in Pasadena among the
wealthy. Such attractions of opulence as the
Auditorium were used to attract world leaders.
While he claimed God provided him favor in
the eyes of the world’s leaders, he also ‘bribed’
them with expensive gifts to gain their favor.
Unfortunately, HWA became somewhat like
Solomon who lived an opulent lifestyle at the
expense of the common man. And Solomon’s
son wanted to increase taxes greatly, which
resulted in splitting the tribes of Israel, similar
to splitting of the WCG.]
16. Babylon’s identity &
her daughters
HWA cited the deception of Rev 17:5,
“Babylon, the Great, the mother of harlots and
abominations of the earth, her daughter churches and who they are . . . Those people in the
Catholic Church and the Protestant churches
have been deceived.”
[So singing Catholic songs is unwise, as most
realize. But many COGs sing some Protestant
songs for worship, though Protestants are Catholic daughters. HWA did not go far enough. As
Henry Morris pointed out, Mystery Babylon is
Mother of the many great false religions as Hinduism and Buddhism. Though even Morris did
not go far enough away from Catholicism,
believing in Protestant ways. The whole world
is deceived, not just ‘Christian’ churches.
Mystery Babylon of Khazar ‘Jews’ ideas permeate all religions, even so-called atheism.]
[Many US citizens used to celebrate
Thanksgiving with pranks, dressing up as ragamuffins and going door-to-door asking for
money. Copied from British Guy Fawkes Day,
a clone of Halloween. Though the British and
US versions separated from Halloween days
later, yet some still kept Halloween, too.]
[US Labor Day tried to divorce the worker
and military display of May Day (as Russia),
but the US keeps major military show days
later in May still.]
[US is so steeped in Mystery Babylon that
the gods on the ceiling of the Capitol’s Rotunda
are claimed aiding Americans. Crazy! Thanks
to Italian Constantino Brumidi who painted for
the Vatican, too. He portrayed the fresco scenes
of gods teaching Americans wisdom, so likely
believed ancient gods still rule. And those who
funded him must have agreed. Do ordinary citizens approve of this nonsense? Look it up in
sources, as Wikipedia. Again, no real separation of church or religion and state. If it was the
right religion with the state, that would be fine!]
17. Satan is the guilty party
HWA stated “And the fact that Satan, the
devil, has deceived the whole world. Brethren,
Satan is the one who is guilty. Those people in
the Catholic Church and the Protestant churches have been deceived . . . We don’t sit in judgment of them.” [Surely other COG eras knew
this no-brainer.]
18. We are to be separate
We live in Satan’s world but must be apart
spiritually from it. [Yet HWA even urged separation between past COGs and WCG as
Philadelphians to retain the restored 18 truths.
Sounds like another excuse to make his group
special and himself great. Though he was cordial with the Sardis Church. He refused to be
part of any Church of God he considered to be
Laodicean. But some of his own teachings
could be considered that, as the more liberal
divorce doctrine, so he could marry a divorced
woman whose ex-husband was still alive. A
really bad doctrine and poor example that Jesus
claimed was allowed because of the hardness
of the common Israelite heart (Mark 10:2-12).
Though his previous Divorce and Remarriage
doctrine was worse, destroying families, separating children from a parent. Like swinging
doctrinally from one ditch into another.]
[The Bible instructs we become separate
from this world, not necessarily from other
COGs! Rather like divorcing members or our
own body.]
[HWA was an advertising man and tried to
package the truth in a most attractive manner,
which helped proclaim the Gospel. Though
some doctrines he promoted were outright
wrong, or partly wrong. Too many regard him
as infallible as the pope claims.]
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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Our Peace We Give to You
What does grace mean
to you in your Relationship
with God/Elohim?
Can you “earn” favor in
God’s/Elohim Eyes?
Hebrews 11:6: “But without faith it is impossible to
please God/Elohim. For it
is right that the one drawing near to God/Elohim
should believe that He is,
and that He becomes a
rewarder to the one
seeking Him out.”

__________
Dear Brethren,
e certainly hope that you are
being blessed during these
difficult days of growing
darkness. Just think, as
things grow darker our lights should be
appearing brighter. What a wonderful calling
we have been given even with the increased
trials and tests which accompany it.
Never forget that we who are called at
this time to be the bride of Christ/Messiah
will only taste that very special cup if we
suffer with Him. But the inexpressible joy
as to the rest of the story is contained in
Romans 8:16-17:
“The spirit itself bears witness with our
spirit (two witnesses to establish something) that we are children of God/Elohim
(the Father) and if children, then heirs of
God/Elohim and co-heirs (participating in
common) with Christ/Messiah, if indeed
we suffer with (Him), that we may also be
glorified together.”
As we have often discussed, this is our
time of training; to be able to recognize and
undertake the responsibilities of being
betrothed to Christ/Messiah in the household of Father God/Elohim. Nothing else
matters if in fact we understand what that
training encompasses. Do not let anyone or
anything sell you short of that and steer you
into a false hope generated by men and
demons. The apostle Paul fought such
things throughout his work for God/Elohim.
Our calling by the Father unto His Son is
very personal. It is between our Father, our
Lord Jesus Christ/Messiah, and ourselves.
No one else can fulfill our part in it for us. We
ourselves need to be personally involved in a
very intimate relationship with both our Father and our Savior/Husband. To the Father,
as a loving, obedient, respectful child. To our
betrothed Jesus, a devoted, humble, resourceful, obedient and loving bride.
That takes a lot of effort and attention on
our part. It takes a lot of diligent work.
Will we be ready when our Savior/Husband
returns? Revelation 19:7 proclaims that we
will have made ourselves ready:
“Let us be glad and rejoice and give Him
glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has
come, and His wife has made herself ready.”
Now how did she make herself ready?
Verse 8, “And to her it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen, clean and bright, for the
fine linen is the righteous acts of the saints.”
The what? “Righteous acts” That is
#1345 in the Strong’s, dikaioma from
#1344; an equitable deed; by implication; a
statute or decision, translated as: judgment,
justification, ordinance, and righteousness.
Vine’s says of it that dikaioma is the

W

concrete expression of righteousness. It
tells us it does not stand for a decree, but an
actual act, thus here in Revelation 19:8:
righteous acts (works) or righteousness of
the saints. This word is also translated as
justify, justifier, and justification.
These justifying righteous acts or works
have caused the wife to be classified as ready
in Gods/Elohim eyes. Who did that? She “has
made herself ready” by maturely meeting the
responsibilities she was given to fulfill in this
physical temporary life time, after having
been called by the Father unto His Son.
That is so very simple to comprehend if
we believe the scriptural patterns of
God/Elohim.
This brings to mind Matthew 25 and the
parable of the 10 virgins and a distinct separation being made between them (the 10
virgins). Verse 10: “and while they went to
buy the bridegroom came and those who
were ready went in with him to the wedding: and the door was shut.”
The process is clearly presented throughout scripture, but let’s listen to a few first
covenant scriptural examples and a very
important instruction given to us for our
edification as to favor and acceptance
given based on their righteous works.
Hebrews 11:4-7: “By faith Abel offered
a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained witness that he
was righteous (faith without works is
dead), God/Elohim testifying of his gifts;
and through it he being dead still speaks.
By faith Enoch was translated so that he
did not see death, and was not found
because God/Elohim had translated him;
for before he was translated he had this testimony, that he pleased God/Elohim. For

your own salvation with fear and trembling;
for it is God/Elohim who works in you both
to will and to do for His good pleasure.”
There is that dirty little word “work”
that the psychobabblers despise and the
“just believe” crowd hates with a passion.
Yet here we are told it takes both our
works, and Gods/Elohim work in us to be
able to do His good pleasure.
So what does this have to do with
“grace”? Absolutely everything!!!
I have come to the point in my relationship with some brethren, whom I do love as
such, that I can no longer listen to their sermons, those who actually preach, because
they are constantly mixing the deceitful
doctrine of Protestant grace into much of
what they preach about. It is a snare we
must avoid by being able to discern the patterns found in the word of God/Elohim. We
are to avoid these vain babblings, and be
prepared when asked to give an answer for
the hope, faith, and the truth, which is in us,
for there are many who are deceived and
who in turn are deceiving during this timeline in the plan of salvation whether doing
so consciously or not.
I remember vividly my years spent in
the WCG. For the most part they were
wonderful years for me and Linda and our
four children. I choose to remember the
good times because if we had not been
members of that organization of men we
may not be where we are today in many
respects. Linda and I were not always in
agreement with what took place there even
in the good years but we moved through
them with a serving attitude towards our
brothers and sisters. Some may disagree
with that but we are okay with it, for we are

One of the teachings or doctrines
of Herbert Armstrong I often heard
recited was that grace is defined
as unmerited pardon.
without faith (visible righteous works) it
is impossible to please Him, for he who
comes to God must believe that He is a
rewarder (#3405 misthapodosia from
misthos and apodidomi “a payment of
wages” earned) of those who diligently
seek Him. By faith Noah, being divinely
warned of things not yet seen, moved with
Godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving
of his household, by which he condemned
the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith.”
Dear Brethren, we have our part to do in
all of this; it isn’t just given to us. We are not
“just saved.” There are many today who
teach we do not have to do anything except
“just believe” because Christ has done all
the work for us. By that they are actually
saying just believe their deceived teachings
and ignore the scriptural patterns on the subject of what we are to be doing to make it to
the wedding supper. Their teachings qualify
as doctrines of demons in my understanding.
“Just stick by them and you will make it.”
What a destructive and diabolical method of
preventing those who have been called to
the wedding supper from falling short from
having any of their own oil reserves which
are necessary to enter into the wedding supper and thus the marriage of the Lamb to follow. We need to maintain our own oil. Paul
tells us in Philippians 2:12-13: “Work out

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

to have love for one another regardless of
what others think about us (John 13:3435). It is a watershed teaching or doctrine
to us from Christ/Messiah, given on the
evening prior to His great sacrifice on the
cross, and He calls it an actual identifying
marker, like the Sabbath is for the people
of God/Elohim.
One of the teachings or doctrines of
Herbert Armstrong I often heard recited
was that grace is defined as unmerited pardon. Many others repeated this as well, and
in fact in the past I have stated the same
thing. However, I could never really get my
head or thinking around that definition. For
a dominion- and control-oriented organization that WCG was, it seemed out of place.
It also seemed out of place when applied
to the entire pattern of scriptures about grace
in the word of God/Elohim. Please remember we do not form a doctrine based on one
word or one scripture. What we do is use the
pattern on the subject found throughout the
Bible just as we are instructed to do in Isaiah
28:10: “For precept upon precept, precept
upon precept, line upon line, line upon line,
here a little there a little.”
After a period of time I challenged the
teaching that grace was equated as unmerited pardon in my mind because of what I read
in scripture. I often look for clear contradictions and discrepancies when I am formulat-

ing a personal doctrine. So let’s start with a
little bit of that and put that definition to the
test. Let’s look at the relationship of Jesus
with His Father and apply Herbert’s definition of grace to it: unmerited pardon, that is.
Luke 2:40: “And the Child grew and
became strong in the spirit, filled with wisdom; and the grace of God/Elohim was
upon Him.”
So here we are taught that Jesus grew
and became strong in the spirit, and as a
result was filled with wisdom and that the
grace of God/Elohim the Father was upon
Him. A lot there, brethren, but let’s look at
another scripture.
John 1:14: “And the Word became flesh,
and tabernacled among us. And we beheld
His glory, the glory as of the only begotten
from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
Do we see the problem here with applying Herbert’s definition of grace to Christ
in these two scriptures and the relationship
it presents between the Father and the Son?
We know for a fact that Christ was without
sin for the scriptures clearly tell us that. So
why would He require unmerited pardon
from the Father? Please think about that.
Pardon for what? He had never sinned!
That teaching lends itself to the demonic Catholic doctrine of original sin. That
being that anyone born in the flesh has the
original sin of Adam and Eve on them, but
of course they, the Catholics, have a sacrament to take it away or absolve one of it.
To include the concept of pardon in the
definition of grace is not acceptable to me.
Christ was full of grace and it was upon
Him even prior to birth.
Grace here is the same word translated as
such throughout the second covenant scriptures. It is charis #5485 in Strong’s. It says
of it “from #5463 [which is a prime verb
meaning to be cheerful, happy or well off];
graciousness (as gratifying), of manner or
act (abstractly or concretely; literally, figuratively, or spiritually: especially the divine
influence upon the heart, and its reflection
in the life; including gratitude); acceptable,
benefit, favor, gift, grace (-ious), joy, liberality, pleasure, thank(s) (-worthy).”
The Greek word charis encompassed a
lot, originating from the state of being
cheerful and happy through an act or manner of graciousness regardless of whether it
is figurative, literal, or spiritual, but it has a
very special significance when originating
from God/Elohim because of the effect it
could have upon our hearts and the resulting reflection of it acting out in our lives.
This word is not only translated as grace
but also as: acceptable, benefit, favor, gift,
gracious, joy, liberality, pleasure, thanks, and
thankworthy. Those are all very special things
when applied to our relationship with our
heavenly Father and Jesus our Husband/
Savior. In turn we are to reflect them in our
acts, our walk in life with others before
God/Elohim. Remember righteous acts.
What don’t we see here in the meaning?
Pardon! For that matter we do not see the
concept of unmerited as well! If we did that
would mean nothing we could do can put
us in a state of growing acceptance, favor,
benefit, joy, etc., with the Father or for
that matter with the Son. There are some
who twist Paul’s teachings who say that very
thing, that it is all unmerited.
John 1:14 says Christ was full of grace,
thus He was full of the graciousness of the
Father as to acceptance, favor, joy, gifts,
benefit, etc. Just think, He willingly divested Himself of His eternal existence to

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Issue No. 177 (September-October 2015)

Grace
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

become a man, flesh and blood, so He could
be tempted and tested just like we are,
resisting and rejecting all the pulls of the
flesh and having victory over Satan and thus
over sin so that He could willingly shed His
righteous blood to cover the penalty that
awaits us for breaking the eternal rules, the
laws of conduct of the Father’s household,
which we have all done.
Vine’s tells us “To be in favor with is to
find grace with.” The epistles constantly
teach us that. So is that unmerited favor? Not
a chance! How do we know that? Because
Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:18, “But grow in
the grace (favor and acceptance) and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.”
So is growing in the favor and acceptance, and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior somehow unmerited? That is absurd
to think so. The context this is stated in here
is found in verse 14: “Therefore beloved,
looking forward to these things (what
things? The day of the Lord; verse 10) be
diligent to be found by Him in peace (with
one another), without spot, and blameless.”
What does this equate to? “And His
wife has made herself ready” (Rev. 19:7).
How? “By her righteous acts.”
It is a very simple equation. We need to do
our part at being at peace with the rest of the
body of Christ/Messiah. Be without spot
through repentance and the blood of Christ
having washed us clean and receiving that
blessing once again in type each year at Passover through the footwashing ceremony, and
then blameless by diligently attempting to
keep the household rules of the Father. Yes,
we are to accomplish this on our part by
growing in the favor and acceptance and
knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus
Christ/Messiah. We are to be growing in both!
Are we growing in knowledge, the
knowledge of Jesus Christ as to Him being
our Lord and our Savior, or do we rely on
another to do it for us, to fill in the blanks
for us? We need to be doing so ourselves
daily in a one-on-one relationship with
Him. Are we growing in the favor and
acceptance of our Lord and Savior so that
we are able to reflect that happy graciousness in our lives towards others in the body
of Christ and learning the functions
required of the bride, which are required of
us, by God/Elohim, to qualify for those
eternal functions in the Fathers household?
To sum up favor and acceptance, and
knowledge (truth), we will be making a
diligent effort to be in peace, without spot,
and being blameless in the body of Christ.
“Grow” found here in 2 Peter 3:18 is
#837 auxano “a prolonged form of a prime
verb; to grow, i.e. enlarge.”
Vine’s says of it: “to grow or increase.”
That by definition means work and effort,
or as verse 14 states “diligence” on our
behalf. We are to grow or increase upon
what we have been given by the Father and
His Son. The Father started it when He
called us, and the Son will pick it up to
assist us in finishing it.
The Father bestows His favor and
acceptance to us and if we accept the offer,
it leads us to repentance and the belief in
Jesus Christ/Messiah as our personal
Savior. Then we are ready to be washed in
His blood and start the one-on-one relationship with Him as our Lord (Husband)
and as our Savior. He has done His part and
continues to assist us and we need to do our
part being yoked with Him. It just doesn’t
magically happen on our part and, no, there
is no sprinkling of Protestant fairy dust.
He teaches us how to be without spot
and without blemish as a husband should
and also teaches us to be at peace with the
rest of His body. We in actuality are reflecting His favor and acceptance, His graciousness that is in us. Yes, we are to be
diligent in growing in this. Our function as
the future wife or fulfilling those responsibilities in the Father’s household depends
on it. He will never leave nor forsake us;
that is a promise from Him (unlike the first
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Adam). However, we can do the leaving
and the forsaking when tested or tried.
Hebrews 4:16 is so very encouraging in
this regard. “Let us therefore come boldly
to the throne of graciousness that we may
obtain mercy and find favor and acceptance, to help in time of need.”
Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, who suffered as we currently do, but without sin, can
and will assist us in “finding” favor and acceptance in our time of need of such things.
When Christ was a young child, as He
was growing and becoming strong in the
spirit, the favor and acceptance (grace) of
the Father God/Elohim was upon Him. We
read that earlier in Luke 2:40. The same
thing happens to us when the Father calls
us. We are yet babes, and His “grace” or,
better said, His acceptance, favor, benefit,
etc., are upon us so that we can grow in
wisdom to the point that we realize and
believe that Jesus shed His blood on our
behalf, because of our sins.
We acknowledge our part in the need for
Him to have shed His righteous blood for
us and enter into true repentance. Thus we
are ready to enter into a one-on-one relationship with Him so that He can teach us
about our responsibilities to being His
bride (betrothed) and thus the eventuality
of functioning in the responsibilities of the
wife in the Father’s household.
The favor and acceptance (grace) of
God/Elohim the Father starts as a gift to us
at our calling. He has looked at us with
favor, and because of His mercy and reasoning He enters into a special relationship with
us. We had no say in the matter. It was the

(back) in, for God/Elohim is able to graft
them in again.” So much for once saved
always saved!
Now, some use scriptures like these
completely out of context to proclaim that
the ones being cut loose are fuel for the
fire—that being the lake of fire. When they
do such things they display their ignorance
at a minimum and possibly their true disdain for others for any number of reasons.
The context here in Romans 11 is actually
about the inevitable saving of all of Israel
11:26: “All of Israel will be saved.” That will
happen in a future timeline or phase of the
plan of salvation. We could not understand
any of the mysteries in place at this time in
the plan unless we had the spirit of
God/Elohim dwelling in us, and that all starts
with the Father calling us unto His Son. He
starts the process of favor and acceptance on
top of favor and acceptance. So let’s continue to see that from the scriptures.
Ephesians 2:8-10: “For by favor (grace)
you are being saved (#4982), through faith,
and that not of yourselves (we need help); it
is the (initial) gift of God/Elohim (the Father
John 6:44, 65), not of (our) works, lest anyone should boast. For we are His (the Fathers) workmanship created in Christ Jesus
(He made it possible) for good works, which
God/Elohim prepared beforehand (He defined and codified His household rules of
conduct) that we should walk in them.”
Once again we are instructed here that the
Father started this work in us; it was His gift
to us for His own reasons known to Himself
and Christ. No works we had done prior to
this qualified us for receiving this favor and

These good works are based on the
Father’s household rules of conduct and
our willingness to walk in them.
Father’s decision based on His reasoning
and not any works we have done. In fact, He
says He calls the weak and the base. No ego
trip in any of that (1 Cor. 1:26-31).
His divine influence assists us in that
initial calling, to start our walk to qualifying to be the bride of Christ. Yes, His
“grace”—gift, favor and acceptance to that
qualifying process—was extended to us. It
was granted to us for a special purpose.
Romans 11:29: “For the gifts and calling of God/Elohim are without change of
purpose.”
The translators of some Bibles have that
as “are irrevocable,” which has no such intent in the Greek language or the patterns of
God/Elohim. It is His to give, just like salvation is. Keep in mind that Christ/Messiah
earned the opportunity for us all to be offered the gift of salvation as well as that of
being called by the Father to be the bride.
However, not all will be given the gift of
salvation, and certainly not all will be called
at this time to be the bride. One thing we
should never forget is that the giving is free;
the receiving is not! The recipient needs to
be willingly yielding to the Father’s household rules of conduct or it will not be
offered to them, let alone granted.
That very same set of rules applies to the
gift of favor and acceptance (grace).
Initially the Father covers the opportunity
with the blood sacrifice, but if the recipient
is not willing to participate in showing
works worthy of repentance, which is the
desired result, then it will be withdrawn.
The gift is free but not by any means permanent if the participating human being is
not doing their part.
Listen to a principle that God/Elohim
has established in all the relationships They
enter into. It applies across the board with
no exceptions.
Romans 11:22-23: “Therefore consider
the goodness and severity of God/Elohim:
on those who fell, severity: but towards
you (the Gentiles) goodness; if you continue in goodness. Otherwise you also will
be cut off. And they also, if they (Israel) do
not continue in unbelief, will be grafted
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acceptance in His eyes, so there is no boasting possible on our part. He had a purpose in
mind for it all: We are to be His workmanship through Christ’s acceptance of us for
good works. Thus we are being saved by His
favor and acceptance (grace) in His calling
as we take hold of it and grow in it.
It is certainly a process with conditions
and growth plateaus attached. The Protestant doctrine of Grace says you are saved
already. No! No! No! The Greek word and
biblical pattern of instruction says we “are
being saved.” Why? Because we are the
weak link in the line of succession in our
calling. We have a part to play with conditions and goals that must be met to proceed
to the next level.
Remember: good works, righteous acts.
The scriptures are loaded with them all
spelled out very clearly and simple to
understand. These good works are all
based on the Father’s household rules of
conduct and our willingness to walk in
them as demonstrated by our outward acts
or works of faith. These household rules of
conduct are spiritual in nature.
Romans 7:12 and 14: “Therefore the
law is holy, and the commandments holy
and just and good. For we know that the law
is spiritual but I am carnal, sold under sin.”
We need to be willingly, not begrudgingly, yielding to them and doing works worthy of them, or the gift of favor and acceptance (grace) will be taken away, the favorable regard will stop, the being saved at this
time in the plan of salvation will be stopped
until a later timeline in the plan. Maybe you
don’t believe that? The Protestant theologians certainly don’t! They are already
saved, for the requirement for keeping the
commandments was already nailed to the
cross—or have you not heard?
Hebrews 5:8-9: “Though He was a son,
He learned obedience by the things which
He suffered. And having been perfected,
He became the author of eternal salvation
to all who obey Him.”
Do what? Obey Him, willingly yielding
to Him! So much for the Protestant view of
things. Do you possibly think for one second
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that if we do not keep the Father’s household
rules of conduct, His commandments, that
we will receive eternal salvation, let alone
continue to receive His good favor and
acceptance in the form of His holy spirit?
We have a command and a need to
maintain what was started in us and to
grow in it. Titus 3 locks it up in very simple terms.
Titus 3:3-8: “For we ourselves were also
once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice
and envy, hateful and hating one another
(sounds familiar). But when the kindness
and the love of God/Elohim our Savior
toward man appeared, not by works of righteousness which we had done, but according
to His mercy He saved us (made it all possible), through the washing of regeneration
and renewing of the holy spirit, it He (the
Father) poured out on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ/Messiah our Savior, that having
been justified by His gift of favor and acceptance (grace) on our behalf we should
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. This is a faithful saying, and these
things I want you to affirm constantly, that
those who have believed in God/Elohim
should be careful to maintain good works
continuing in the goodness. These things
are good and profitable to men.”
We all have our part to do in the equation. The Father has done His part if we
have answered the call and come to repentance, Christ/Messiah has done His part so
that we can actually be saved from the second death, and now we are to do our part
with His assistance in maintaining what
was started in us and growing in it.
Remember what Peter said to us: “Be diligent to be found by Him in peace (with one
another), without spot, and blameless.”
These are good works, righteous acts,
which are absolutely required on our part
to fulfill our part of the agreement at this
time. Yes, we are required to do righteous
acts to qualify to be the bride of Christ/
Messiah. From what we read in 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 we certainly were not doing
them before.
“For you see your calling, brethren, that
not many wise according to the flesh, not
many mighty, not many noble, are called.
But God has chosen the foolish things of
the world to put to shame the wise, and
God has chosen the weak things of the
world to put to shame the things which are
mighty; and the base (insignificant or
lowly) things of the world and the things
which are despised God has chosen, and
the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, that no flesh should
glory in His presence. But of Him you are
in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom
from God; and righteousness and sanctification and redemption, that as it is written,
he who glories let him glory in the Lord.”
Of late I have been hearing and reading
some really disturbing comments and
teachings and mutterings coming from various church of God groups, and from some
who have left them who consider themselves members of the body of Christ. The
big one is centered around the acceptance
of Protestant grace in its entirety or in portions. One is that grace did not come until
after Christ’s death. Based on that, they
swallow the Protestant theologian babbling
that there is a battle going on between Law
and Grace. They pit one against the other
and it is often referenced as law vs. grace
in their mutterings. They build it up as if it
were a competition.
The Catholic and Protestant theologians
have hijacked the Hebrew word chen and
the Greek word charis and turned them into
something they were not intended to mean.
That is demonic in nature, for both the law
and grace (favor and acceptance) are spiritual and holy in their origins. This law vs.
grace craze is the equivalent to formulating
a doctrine that says the Father vs. the Son.
Both are separate yet one, because they, like
the Father and the Son, are holy and spiritual in nature and in complete agreement.
One of the offshoot teachings of these
folks as I mentioned is that “grace” (favor
and acceptance) was not given prior to
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Lexington

The 19th ANNUAL

Marriott Lexington
Griffin Gate Resort & Spa
Lexington, KY

ou’re invited to join us for the 19th Annual Winter Family Weekend in
Lexington, Kentucky. Nowhere else can you find so many excellent
speakers representing such a wide variety of fellowships within the
Church of God.

Y

You can stay at the fabulous Griffin Gate
Marriott Resort & Spa for the low flat rate of
$58 per night. This outstanding resort carries
a four-star rating and normally charges from
$150 to $300 per night for the same rooms.
But it is yours for only $58 per night when you
come to the Winter Family Weekend beginning
December 23rd. Be sure to mention that you’re
with the Church of God when you call the
Marriott at 1-877-901-6632.

More classifieds
Continued from page 5

Winter Family Weekend

Housing
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Join Us For:

SPORTS
Activities
Seminars
Worship

Activities
Activities will begin at 7:00 pm Wednesday
evening, December 23, and seminars presented
by 23 exciting speakers will begin the next day.
Sabbath services will take place at 3:00 pm
with Guy Swenson. A dance will take place at
the Marriott on Thursday night, December 24th.

Sports
Kentucky Basketball Academy, a state-ofthe-art sports facility is the host facility for
basketball and volleyball. Dodgeball, bubble
soccer, ping-pong, laser tag and much more will
also take place at nearby locations.
The Church of God Cincinnati
and Lexington

PO Box 8428
West Chester Ohio 45069

For details visit: http://winterfamilyweekend.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LexingtonWinterFamilyWeekend
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Francis “Frank” Dorwin Scherich was
loved by his family, friends, brethren and
all who knew him worldwide. He loved
people and he loved life and enjoyed it to
the fullest. He was a faithful and dedicated minister of Jesus Christ for 35 years.
¶ Frank was born March 17, 1934, in
Wind Ridge “Jacktown,” Pa., as the
youngest child of Herbert Paul and Ruby
Durbin Scherich. He grew up in his mother’s childhood home and helped out on
the farm. He was responsible for tending
the sheep, which prepared him for being
a shepherd of God’s people. ¶ He graduated from Richhill High
School and attended
Waynesburg College in
Pennsylvania. Annually,
he would return to his
birthplace and the
green rolling hills and
tall trees of his beloved
Greene County. Frank’s
childhood friend, Patricia R. Burns, became Frank Scherich
his wife on May 12,
1955. They reared six children and enjoyed 50 years together before her passing in 2005. ¶ One of Frank’s greatest
passions was flying. He served as a pilot
in the U.S. Air Force for six years, until he
was called by God and was baptized in
April of 1959. After leaving the Air Force,
he worked as a flight instructor in
Pennsylvania and Ohio, teaching numerous students to obtain their private pilot’s
license and was also a charter pilot. He
also taught two of his sons, Fran and
Barry, how to fly. ¶ He was employed in
the early ’70’s as a pilot for the
Worldwide Church of God in Pasadena,
Calif., and Big Sandy, Texas. When he
accepted a job as a private pilot in the
Austin area, he moved his family to
Liberty Hill, Texas where he lived for 39
years. ¶ In 1980 he was ordained a minister in Church of God International and
pastored several churches in central
Texas over the years. When he became
an area coordinator his responsibilities
increased to supervising congregations
throughout portions of the central part of
the country, necessitating long hours of
travel. ¶ He loved teaching others about
God and was doing so right up until his
passing. This included traveling a long
distance every week to lead a Bible
study. ¶ Family was also a priority for
Frank, and some of his greatest joys
came from family gatherings where
interesting conversation, food and card
games were a family tradition. His life
experiences, love for travel and extensive knowledge on just about any subject became the fodder for fascinating
stories. ¶ He was a voracious reader with
an extensive library, as well as an amateur astronomer. His innovative mind
enabled him to figure out or fix just about
any mechanical or technical problem.
His skill for carpentry was often
employed in enhancing not only his own
home but others’ as well, even to the
extent of building a home for his son. He
was happiest when he was using his talents to help others. ¶ He was an avid
*Star Trek* fan and enjoyed many other
pursuits, but two years ago he discovered a new passion: a white Scottish terrier he named Buddy who became his
travel buddy and constant companion.
He now had a partner to share his zest
for life, adventure and new discoveries. ¶
He was warm, loving, generous, compassionate, kind, considerate, humorous
and a true gentleman. He loved life and
he seemed to have found the proper balance to fully enjoy it. He was known for
his smile, laughter and positive outlook.
¶ Faithful to the end, he finished his
course on Oct. 1, 2015. ¶ He was preceded in death by his beloved wife; three
infant children, Laura Lee, Scott Durbin
and Michael Jones; one infant granddaughter, Allison McCammon; his parents; and siblings Herbert Paul Scherich
Jr. and Christine Staggers. ¶ Survivors
include three sons, Frank Scherich Jr. and
wife Sharon of Grapevine Texas; Randy
and wife Mary of Leander, Texas; and
Barry of Mart, Texas; three daughters,
Becky Tate and husband John of New
Caney, Texas; Debbie McCammon and
husband Phil of Leander, Texas; and
Sherry Evans and husband David of
Georgetown, Texas; 17 grandchildren; and
six great-grandchildren. ¶ His funeral was
Oct. 11 at the Angel Springs Event Center
in Georgetown.
Services for Katherine Harriett Goodchild, 93, of Gladewater, Texas, were
Sept. 17, 2015, at Croley Funeral Home
with David Havir and Ken Treybig officiating. Katherine passed away Sept. 12 in
Gladewater. ¶ She was born to George
and Rena Tice Sievers in Detroit, Mich.,
on April 17, 1922. She was married to
Edward Goodchild and was a member of
the Church of God. She was a homemaker and a devoted mother. ¶ Katherine is survived by her sons Mark
Goodchild and wife Penny of Gladewater
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and George Goodchild and wife Carolyn of
Michigan; daughters Joan Elliotte and
husband Arvil, of Leander, Texas, and Cynthia Koory and husband George of Michigan; eight grandchildren; 14 great-grandc h i l d r e n ; a n d fo u r
great-great grandchildren. ¶ Mrs. Goodchild
was preceded in death
by her husband and
Katherine
her parents and her
Goodchild
son Paul Goodchild. ¶
Serving as pallbearers were Timothy
Goodchild, Carl Goodchild, Chad
Goodchild, Ben Goodchild, Daniel
Ulmer and Doug Funk. ¶ Visitation was
Sept. 16 at Croley Funeral Home.
Linda A. Ballou Salmon, 59, Independence, Mo., passed away Oct. 5, 2015.
The following tributes are from family
members. ¶ From Cara-Lou Perryman:
“Please pray for my family. We lost Linda
Ballou Salmon yesterday who was the
most wonderful great-aunt I could’ve
asked for. She was not only kind, but
someone you could talk to without fear of
judgment, and someone who supported
each and every endeavor. Most of all she
loved my marriage and my dear Michael
Perryman. I loved seeing her and Michael interact because she would light
up whenever he was near. In 2010 when
Uncle Art, Aunt Linda and my cousin
Kristen came to visit, Aunt Linda ended
up having to go to the hospital. This is
one of my favorite moments ever because, even though she was doing so
poorly, she still made me feel like the
most special girl in the world, and hopefully that moment meant a lot to her as
well. This is a woman that will truly live on
in everyone she knew.” ¶ Kristin Johnson
Key and Corby Key: “Yesterday morning
we lost our aunt Linda Ballou Salmon.
She was a significant person in our lives.
The favorite thing about her was her way
of making each of us feel important.
She’d put her arms around us and hold
onto us and kiss our faces and tell us the
most wonderful things about each of us.
She was too young to leave us. But cancer doesn’t care how old you are or how
special you are or who you leave behind.
Corby and I love you, Aunt Linda. You
touched our hearts.”
Walter L. Warren, 87, of Buckfield. Maine,
passed away Sept. 16, 2015. He was
born Feb. 6, 1928, in Buckfield. He
worked as a lifetime forester. ¶ Walter
leaves behind his wife of 64 years, Charlotte; sons Joseph, John,
Mark, Paul, Steve and
Daniel; daughters Ruth
and Rachel; nine sisters and two brothers;
22 grandchildren; and
24 great-grandchildren.
¶ Online condolences
and memories may be
shared with his family
at chandlerfunerals. Walter Warren
com. ¶ Graveside services were Sept. 20 at
Buckfield Village Cemetery. ¶ Andy Diemer, pastor of the Seabrook, N.H., and
Worcester, Mass., congregations, wrote
that in early July doctors discovered an
invasive, cancerous tumor in Walter’s
bladder. The surgeons were unable to
remove all of the tumor because of its
advanced state. After the surgery Walter
enjoyed some good days with his family
surrounding him. He committed himself
into God’s hands. ¶ A week before his
death Walter entered hospice at the
Togus VA Hospital in Augusta, Maine.
His daughter Ruth quoted him as saying,
“I’ve had a good life. I’m ready to die. I
have my family. I have my faith.” ¶ To the
very end, Walter lived with great dignity.
His remarkable physical strength and
God’s blessing kept him with us so many
could say good-bye. He greatly appreciated the cards and prayers from brethren
in New England and all over the world.
Walter died as we would all want to die:
at peace and surrounded by those we
love dearly. ¶ Cards may be sent to his
widow, Charlotte, and the family at 399
East Buckfield Rd., Buckfield, ME 04220.
A memorial service for Peggy Leona Stoley
was held Oct. 11, 2015, at the United
Church of God in Big Sandy, Texas. ¶ Peggy
died Oct. 8. She was born to Buster and
Myrtle Anderson Ligon in
Austin, Texas, on July 29,
1935. She and her husband, Victor Lee Stolley,
were residents of Big
Sandy and members of
the Church of God. ¶ Besides her husband, Mrs.
Stolley is survived by a
son, Dan Stolley of Trophy Club, Texas; daugh- Peggy Stolley
ters Terri Buchanan of
Tucson, Ariz., and Vicki
Ditto of Big Sandy; brothers John Ligon and
William Ligon, both of Austin; a sister, Rosa
Lee Prade of Austin; seven grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren. ¶ Peggy was
preceded in death by her parents and
brothers Louis, Robert and Barton Ligon.
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“Judgment Is NOW on the House of God!”
“For the TIME has come
for JUDGMENT to begin at
the House of God, and IF it
begins with us FIRST, what will
be the END of those who DO
NOT OBEY the Gospel of God
(Gospel—all inclusive: Good
News, laws and doctrinal teachings of God)? Now, if the righteous one is SCARCELY SAVED
where will the ungodly and the
sinner appear?” (I Peter 4:17.)

A

Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

Personal Experience—When God
began drawing me to Him in 1951
(John 6:44), I had a dream one night
that I was standing somewhere with
others and saw a white building down
below us. After asking about it, I was told that
God was inside judging people. Being an unrepentant sinner, I knew I was not prepared to
be judged by Him and face the consequences
of my sins and burn in hell (Gehenna Fire).
Ignorance—Though I always had God in
my mind from a youngster, I was a Biblical
illiterate having no real knowledge of God,
His Holy Scriptures, laws and doctrinal teachings. From that time I began to grow slowly
through my study of the Holy Scriptures.
However, my growth did not really begin until
God led me to hear the Radio Broadcast and
receiving literature from His late Apostle in
1952. Like all others being called by God, we
needed a teacher from God (Acts 8:30-31), and
He provided Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong for
us. No one can honestly dispute this.
Judgment Now on the House of God—At
the same time I learned the JUDGMENT of
God began with my repentance, baptism and
receiving His Holy Spirit (Acts 2:38); thereby
being added to His one and only true Church.
I also knew God’s JUDGMENT would always
remain on me as long as I live in the human
flesh—judged by my faithfulness to Him and
His true teachings by which I had been called
by Him to be added to the Philadelphia Era of
His Church (James 1:18; Revelation 3:7-13).
A Reverent Fear of God—Not ever wanting to lose my personal relationship with

God our Father and His beloved Son Jesus
Christ, I have great respect and a reverent
fear for Them. I also realize the struggle with
my humanity, as did the Apostle Paul
(Romans 7:18-25)! In addition, there is the
increasing grave danger of deception that
comes from Satan the
devil through his human instruments who
once were of us but
have lost their way, as
the Apostle Paul wrote:
“Now the Spirit
explicitly says that
in latter times some
will DEPART from the
FAITH, giving HEED
to deceiving (seducing) spirits (apostates)
and doctrines of
devils, speaking LIES
in hypocrisy (“denying
the LORD who bought
them” II Peter 2:1) (I
Timothy 4:1).”
It would appear they have no reverent fear
of God, having also forgotten they are under
the JUDGMENT of God NOW—IF they had
ever received the Holy Spirit of God.
STANDING BEFORE GOD IN JUDGMENT—The time is fast approaching when
final judgment will be made by God with each
of us—our destiny will be sealed one way or
another:
“For WE MUST ALL APPEAR BEFORE THE
JUDGMENT SEAT OF CHRIST, that EACH
ONE may receive the things done in the
body, according to what he has done,
whether good or bad (GOOD—1st Resurrection; BAD in the 2nd Resurrection or in the Lake
of Fire (Revelation 20:14-15; Malachi 4:1, 3);
knowing, therefore, the TERROR of the
Lord, we persuade men . . .” (II Corinthians
5:10; Hebrews 10:31).
Examine Yourself—The Apostle Paul
implores the people of God to continually evaluate themselves lest God has to do it for us:
“Examine yourselves as to whether
you are in THE FAITH. TEST yourselves.
Do YOU not know YOURSELVES, that Jesus
Christ is in YOU?—UNLESS indeed YOU are
DISQUALIFIED” (II Corinthians 13:5).”

My Writings—Twelve years my writings
have appeared in every publication of The
Journal. Why? Aside from others, I do not
write for fame and gain. I seek not yours, BUT
YOU (I Corinthians 10:33)—to return to the true
teachings of God as we
were taught from our
beginning in God’s true
Church by His true apostle
and His Elijah to come
(Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew
17:10-11).
Though I feel I am the
least of all, yet Jesus Christ
is using me to try and help you before the
coming JUDGMENT that will determine
whether it is to experience horrible deaths in
the Great Tribulation or be PROTECTED
from it:
“And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but OTHERS SAVE WITH
FEAR, PULLING THEM OUT OF THE FIRE . . .”
(Jude 22-23).
The Philadelphia Era of God’s Church—
Please know from Scripture it will only be
God’s true and faithful little flock, the remnant of the Philadelphia Era of God’s Church,
that will escape the coming terrible times due
to their faithfulness and endurance (Revelation 3:7-13).
MYSTERY OF THE AGES—To be so
blessed, please seriously study the last book
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong wrote: the unedited version of MYSTERY OF THE AGES,
ISBN 0-396-08773-6. In reading, and acting, on
it, it could save your life from this coming and
dreadful time. Remember—Mr. Armstrong
was the man God used to teach all of us (II
Timothy 3:13-14).
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Christ/Messiah’s sacrifice. They teach that
the law was and is cold and that grace is
hot. That is not found in the pattern throughout the scriptures. They try to pin it, however, on Paul’s teachings. Imagine that.
You have to wonder if they have ever read,
let alone understood, the simple and clear
word of God on the subject.
1 John 5:2-3: “By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love
God and keep His commandments. For
this is the love of God, that we keep His
commandments. And His commandments
are not burdensome.”
2 John 5-6: “And now I plead with you
lady, not that I wrote a new commandment
to you, but that which we have had from
the beginning: that we love one another.
This is love, that we walk according to His
commandments . . .”
These are the same commandments that
the under-grace-professing, once-savedalways-saved, you-do-not-need-to-do-anyworks, just-believe-and-have-faith and thecommandments-were-nailed-to-the-cross
folks rail against in their vain babblings.
These are the same commandments that
span two marriage covenants and even
prior to that, as scripture tells us and as we
will see shortly. They are described as the
love of God/Elohim and now they are
somehow cold? How demonic is that?
I recently read in a discourse between
two folks in which the one guy cites this. He
uses Revelation 3:15-16 as a basis in fact,
for this teaching. We need to take a moment
and address such gibberish. Of course, what
he references is the message to the
Laodicean church: “I know your works, that
you are neither cold nor hot, I could wish
you were cold or hot. So then, because you
are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I
will spew (vomit) you out of My mouth.”
This fellow goes on to say that the cold
is the first covenant under the law and that
the hot is the second covenant under grace
and that the lukewarm folks are those who
hold a mixture of both the law and “grace.”
That is an extremely sick premise and appears to be contagious if ingested. Keeping
the commandments of God/Elohim is the
fundamental basis of our relationship with
God/Elohim regardless of the covenant—
first or second. It has been that way, in fact,
since creation, which by the way predates
the first covenant given and accepted by
Israel at Mount Sinai.
Please keep in mind our Savior teaches
us the following in Hebrews 13:8: “Jesus
Christ is the same yesterday (first covenant), today (second covenant), and forever (the kingdom).” Because He was the
Word, the God/Elohim of the first marriage
covenant, He makes this statement in
scripture so very compelling and true. The
first covenant scriptures say the same
thing: Malachi 3:6, “For I am the Lord/
Yehovah, I do not change.”
There is no contest or competition of the
law vs. grace in anything God does or
teaches us. It is a doctrine of demons to
think there is, and it has infected many in
the Christianity of the world who preach a
false Christ/Messiah. We will address this
briefly in a few minutes.
Both covenants are united in one purpose. Remember Romans 11:29. That is,
they are both marriage covenants. Under
the first the required number to qualify to
remain faithful to the marriage vows fell
short, thus requiring a second marriage
covenant to complete the number who
would internalize the Lamb of the Father’s
household (Exodus 12:3-4). Thus a second
covenant was required, and it was primarily given so the count could be completed
by offering it to the Gentiles. As Paul says,
they are being grafted in at this time.
Matthew 22:1-14 is a parable that tells
us, the called of the Father, about the entire
marriage process under the time span of
both covenants, and who all the participants were and are during that time frame.

Let’s run through that again before we
turn to the first covenant scriptures to show
that favor and acceptance (grace) of God/
Elohim worked throughout that time
frame, even prior to the flood.
Matthew 22:1-14: “And Jesus answered
and spoke to them again by parables and
said (don’t forget the purpose of parables is
so that we who are called and have the spirit of God/Elohim would understand and the
rest would not): The kingdom of heaven is
like a certain king (the Father) who arranged
a marriage for his son (Jesus), and he sent
out his servants (the prophets), to call those
who were invited (Israel) to the wedding;
and they were not willing to come.
“Again, he sent out other servants (prophets); saying, tell those who are invited (Judah) see, I have prepared my dinner; my oxen
and fatted cattle are killed, and all things are
ready come to the wedding. But they made
light of it and went their ways, one to his
farm, another to his business (so emblematic
of Judah). And the rest seized his servants
treated them spitefully and killed them.
“But when the king (the Father) heard,
he was furious. And he sent out his armies
(the Romans as His rod), destroyed those
murderers (the Jews) and burned up their
city (Jerusalem 70 AD).
“Then he said to his servants (the apostles) the wedding is ready, but those who
were invited (Israel and Judah) were not
worthy (did not remain faithful), therefore
go into the highways, and as many as you
find (the Gentiles) invite to the wedding.
“So those servants (the apostles) went
out to the highways and gathered together

of Christ/Messiah walking the earth. He
warned us to be wary of the leaven of the
teachers of Judaism, the Pharisees and the
Sadducees (Matthew 16:11, Mark 8:15, and
Luke 12:1). Christ gives us the reason why in
detail in Mark 7 and Matthew 15. Let’s just
sample a piece of what He wants us to learn.
Mark 7:6-9: “He answered and said to
them, well did Isaiah prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: this people honors
Me with their lips, but their heart is far from
Me, teaching as doctrines the commandments of men, and laying aside the commandments of God/Elohim you hold the
traditions of men the washing of pitchers
and cups, and many other such things you
do. And He said to them, all too well you
reject the commandments of God/Elohim;
that you may keep your traditions.”
Dear brethren, Christianity does the very
same thing! It sets aside, and in some cases
openly rejects, the commandments of God/
Elohim for its traditions and doctrines: Sunday, Christmas, Easter, once saved always
saved grace, child baptism, etc., etc., etc.
Yes, we must be wary of the leaven of
the Christian sects or denominations.
Unfortunately many of their psychobabble
deceptive doctrines are infecting the
churches, but none more so than their doctrine of grace. I recently heard one preacher in the churches say we can’t “earn” grace
(favor and acceptance) from God/Elohim
through any works we can do. That is as
Protestant as it comes and a twisting of
Paul’s teachings, as we will see in detail.
Let’s look at the Hebrew word translated in some scriptures as grace by the

Of late I have been hearing and
reading some really disturbing comments
and teachings and mutterings coming
from various church of God groups.
all whom they found, both bad and good
(tares and wheat), and the wedding was
filled with guests.
“But when the king came to see the
guests, he saw a man there who did not
have on a wedding garment (fine linen,
clean and bright, righteous acts) so he said
to him, friend (not enemy), how did you
come in here without a wedding garment?
“And he was speechless. Then the king
(the Father) said to the servants bind him
hand and foot, take him away, and cast him
into outer darkness. There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth. For many are called
but few are chosen.”
This is a beautiful teaching from Jesus
as to the process of the wedding invitations
spanning the two marriage covenants. We
have addressed this often in the past in a lot
of detail so we won’t go into it further
today. My point of once again bringing it to
our remembrance is to illustrate how
absolutely absurd the fellow was who
attempts to use the scriptures depicting the
first covenant as cold under the law, the
second covenant under grace as hot, and
the lukewarm who were to be vomited out
as those who profess both the law and
grace together.
As I mentioned earlier, let’s go way back
into the beginning and review what God/
Elohim had in place as to favor and acceptance (grace) and what was required of the
ones under it. We are going to see it is fundamentally exactly the same thing, starting
at creation, as is found in the second covenant scriptures, without Protestant theology
wrapped around it and choking it out.
If I didn’t mention it earlier, the Protestant version of grace is based on the opinions of men devoid of the spirit of God/
Elohim, which we have been taught from
scripture is given to assist us in understanding the deep things of God/Elohim. The
Protestant premise is complete psychobabble and in disagreement with the scriptural
patterns throughout the Bible.
Do not be fooled on this point. Christianity today is no different from Judaism
(the traditions of the elders) during the time
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Protestant translators as well as the
Catholic ones. It is #2580 chen, pronounced khane from #2603 chanan; a
prime root properly to bend or stoop in
kindness to an inferior, graciousness, i.e.,
subjective (kindness, favor), or objective
(beauty); favor, grace (-ious), pleasant, precious, (well) favored.”
The Brown Driver Briggs says it means
favor or grace with two chief uses; (1) favor,
grace, elegance of appearance or speech. (2)
favor and acceptance. Does this sound
familiar? Remember the definition of the
Greek word charis. Vine’s says of chen
“favor, grace. The root with the meaning;
favor. To favor someone is a common
Semitic term. It occurs 69 times in the Bible.
The very first occurrence is in Genesis 6:8.
The basic meaning of chen is favor.
Whatever is pleasant and agreeable can be
described by this word.” It also denotes “the
response to whatever is agreeable. The verbs
used with favor are give favor, obtain favor,
and find favor. These idioms are equivalent
to the English verbs to like, or to love: she
said to him why have I found favor (grace)
in your eyes, that you should take notice of
me, when I am a foreigner? (Ruth 2:10).”
What an incredibly uplifting Hebrew
word when we understand what the word
actually means and how it is used. The
Bible uses both chen and charis to describe
the same thing in the two covenants. This
favor and acceptance are rooted in
something being agreeable. That is very
important and is an integral part of the doctrine of “grace.”
Genesis 6:8: “But Noah found grace in
the eyes of the Lord/Yehovah.” The
Hebrew word for “found” here is “#4672
matsa which is a prime root basically
meaning attain to find.”
Now, how do you think Noah found or
“attained to find” this favor and acceptance
(grace) in the eyes of God/Elohim? Verse 9
holds the answer. Let’s read it from the J.P.
Green Interlinear Bible, for it nails the
intent of the Hebrew language:
“These are the generations of Noah.
Noah a righteous man, had been perfect-
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ed among his family. Noah walked with
God/Elohim.”
That sounds very familiar to me from
what we have read already today. It took
time and effort on the part of Noah and
God/Elohim.
These generations of Noah have nothing
to do with his pedigree. These are the generations he lived through and was perfected in. What exactly were they like?
Verse 5: “And Yehovah saw that the evil
of man was great on the earth, and every
imagination of the thought of his heart was
only evil all day long.”
In spite of being surrounded by such evil
throughout his lifetime, Noah found, “attained to,” the favor and acceptance (grace)
of the Lord/Yehovah. How? Because he
willingly yielded to God/Elohim and was
in agreement with Him, and walked in His
ways! Was he always that way? The scripture says he was perfected during his lifetime so that means he grew in it. That certainly sounds like God/Elohim chose to
work with him and perfect him over the
course of his lifetime as long as Noah willingly continued in it. Noah grew in it and
was diligent to maintain that walk. Dear
brethren, that is exactly what the Father
and the Son are doing with us today.
Just think, only eight were accounted
worthy to escape the wrath of God/Elohim.
How many millions inhabited the earth at
that time? How many at that time had been
“called” to walk with God/Elohim? The second covenant adage of “many are called and
few chosen” can probably apply in some
fashion to this pre-flood era as well. The
basic fundamental principles of “grace,”
favor and acceptance are found from the beginning of creation and throughout the duration of the plan of salvation. That does not
change. If we are not in agreement with
God/Elohim, there will not be any gift of
salvation offered to us, let alone favor and
acceptance (grace). This is a biblical pattern!
The first 6,000 years of the plan are focused on preparing people to be able to
assume the responsibilities that a wife
would undertake in the Father’s household.
It is a time of qualifying with lots of caveats
adjoined to it. Those who do qualify will
function in the family, and household duties
relative to a wife for eternity. The résumé is
found in Proverbs 31:10-31. It’s a lot of
work that can’t be accomplished solely by
our own efforts, for it takes the spirit of
God/Elohim working in us to do so.
Without God’s/Elohim’s help we could
never be perfected during this physical lifetime. We need to have the favor and acceptance of God/Elohim to even have a prayer
in doing so. Not only do we read that prior
to Israel entering into a marriage covenant
with God/Elohim, we read it in the second
covenant “generations” as well when it is
offered to the Gentiles. What is this all
based on? The mercy of God/Elohim to
share Themselves with others and our
willingness to yield to Their way of
thinking and doing things as spelled out
in the Father’s household rules of conduct and His requirements.
Look to Abraham to establish this permanently in our minds if there is any doubt.
In Genesis 26:1-5 we see God/Elohim giving a choice to Isaac to walk with Him, in
his father’s footsteps and then be blessed
for it. Look what the footsteps are.
Verse 5: “Because Abraham obeyed My
voice and kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and My laws.”
Abraham was in agreement with
God/Elohim and found favor and acceptance (grace) in His eyes.
The pattern does not change throughout
scripture in spite of what Protestant theology proclaims. However, we have an adversary who used scripture to deceive the vast
majority of mankind to stumble in truth.
We who are called of the Father unto His
Son and who have been granted to go
beyond the milk of the word found in
Hebrews 5:12-6:3, and who are being held
to a more stringent test as Hebrews 6:4-6
clearly explains, have no excuse in the need
to function more soberly and maturely.
Let’s jump back to John 1 again and

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Issue No. 177 (September-October 2015)

Grace
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

pick it up so we can come to an understanding of a very important point about
favor and acceptance (grace).
Verse 14: “And the Word became flesh,
(by the way that means He was something
other than flesh prior to that time) and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of favor and acceptance (grace)
and truth.”
Here we are taught that Christ/Messiah
was full of both favor and acceptance (grace)
and truth. That is a very important combination, for we are to grow in both of them as it
pertains to us as we are about to see.
Verse 16: “And of His fullness we
have all received, and (grace) favor and
acceptance on top of (grace) favor and
acceptance.”
This is very important in explaining the
pattern of favor and acceptance given. It
comes first through the Father and then
through Christ/Messiah. So what fullness
have we also received? The fullness of His
favor and acceptance, and His truth. This
is a very big deal on both counts. Remember, it is the truth that will set us free, as
Paul teaches us. Free from what? Real big
subject on its own, so we are going to look
only at its relevance here to favor and
acceptance (grace).
Verse 17: “For the law (#3551 nomos)
was given through Moses but (grace) favor
and acceptance came through Jesus Christ/
Messiah.”
This is really big, brethren, in addressing what is meant by the law here as contrasted with “grace” and truth. Do not forget this truth or aletheia, the fullness of it,
will set us free as John 8:32 instructs. It is
very, very important to see what truth the
apostle John instructs us in immediately
after he tells us we will share in its fullness
that was, and is, in Christ/Messiah.
Verse 18: “No one has seen God/Elohim
(the Father) at any time. The only begotten
Son who is in the bosom of the Father, He
has declared Him.”
Now from the Interlinear Bible: “No
one has seen God/Elohim (the Father) at
any time; the only begotten Son who is in
the bosom of the Father reveals Him.”
That is a tremendous teaching from
John. He was setting the record straight (at
a time of great deceit being presented to the
brethren) in the first chapter of his gospel as
to who was the Word, what His functions
had been, and now what He was doing or
had done in the flesh. He was part of the
Godhead, the Elohim (John 1:1-4), prior to
becoming the flesh and blood Being known
to us as Jesus the Christ/Messiah, and that
it was Him in His prior existence and role
as the Word who had revealed Himself only
to mankind since creation.
One of His purposes as Jesus or the
“Word in the flesh” as the only begotten
Son was to reveal the other Being of the
Godhead who we now know as the Father.
This part of the fullness of the truth which
came through Christ/Messiah which sets
us free from the deceitful lies of Satan the
devil who has deceived all mankind unto
another gospel is very important.
But back to the favor and acceptance
which came through Jesus and the law
which was given through Moses. John
clearly tells us “the law” was given through
Moses; it did not come from him, which is
very important. What “law” was given
through Moses to Israel? Lots of them!
There were the Ten Commandments, the
statutes, the national laws, the laws governing what we could eat, the morality laws,
the laws of the sacrifices, etc., etc. Moses
was just the conduit for giving them. He
was not an originator of them, for many of
them already existed prior to His time as
evidenced by the relationship God/Elohim
had with Abraham and others.
Here we have a great understanding of
the deep things of God/Elohim being
described in simple terms by John. Once
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again he was setting the record straight
because of the apostasy and different
gospels flooding the churches at that time.
Here John gives us a contrast to consider.
What law is John talking about here? Is he
talking about all of them or some of them?
Not all the laws given through Moses
are holy and spiritual, are they? For
instance, moving a landmark is quite physical in nature, so is replacing a bull you
may have inadvertently killed or crippled.
Obviously the Ten Commandments are not
being contrasted here with the favor and
acceptance (grace) which came through
Christ/Messiah. The scriptures tell us the
Ten Commandments are the definition of
the love of God/Elohim. They were given
to Israel through Moses at Mount Sinai.
However, if you read Exodus 19-23 you
will read about a lot of laws and statutes
which were given through him at that time.
Some of them had very big penalties
attached to them and some had lesser penalties attached to them. Some of the penalties
did not require a blood sacrifice while others
did. The ones that did involve the shedding
of an animal’s blood, a clean animal without
spot or blemish, which had no part in the
actual trespass, are clearly defined in Leviticus. The real perpetrator received a temporary reprieve or temporary favor through
that act of shedding animal blood. John is
contrasting this here with the favor and
acceptance which came through Christ’s
willingness and eventual shedding of His
innocent blood which garnered favor and
acceptance on our behalf with the Father.
Jesus’ sacrifice removed the death

God/Elohim. If you had not heard that before, I am happy you are hearing it now.
The choice is yours to embrace it or not.
These are offered under the terms of the
second marriage covenant thus it is founded on better terms than the first because it
helps us deal with our weaknesses and our
shortcomings. However, we still have a lot
to do ourselves.
We need to apply these things to the different “gospels” that are drifting all around
us these days. The very thought of the law
vs. grace is abominable to me. There is no
such competition in the plan of salvation.
The fact is that those who profess such
doctrines are themselves deceived for the
most part, yet very zealous for them. Let’s
go back to Peter’s epistle we were in earlier and review all this.
Remember the context in 2 Peter 3 from
the prior verses is looking for and desiring
the hastening of the return of Christ/Messiah,
at which time righteousness will dwell throughout the heavens and the earth.
2 Peter 3:14-18 once again: “Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these
things, be diligent to be found by Him in
peace (among one another in the body of
Christ), without spot and blameless; and
account (consider) the longsuffering of our
Lord (I need that longsuffering applied to
me in my relationship with Him for I slip
far too much) as salvation; as also our
beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him (not his own), has written
to you (did we get that? Paul also taught we
were to remain diligent in peace, without
spot, and blameless in our quest for salva-

It is the truth that will set us free,
as Paul teaches us. Free from what?
Real big subject on its own.
penalty from us as applied to us and thus
made it possible for the Father to work
with us so that we could come to repentance and then receive the permanence of it
in our lives so that we could enter into a
marriage covenant with Him (Christ/
Messiah) after baptism. Yes, it, as well as
the truth, are utilized to set us free—one
from the sentence of death and the other
from the deceit of Satan the devil.
We have a very definite pattern to be
found throughout the scriptures as well as in
the Hebrew word chen and the Greek word
charis which teach us about favor and acceptance (grace). The patterns are associated
with obedience to the household rules of
conduct, the holy and spiritual ones. That,
dear brethren, is of the fullness of the truth
which has come through Christ/Messiah.
Satan wants to distort that truth through the
Protestant doctrine of grace and, for that
matter, through the Catholic one as well.
Both twist the scriptures under his guidance
just as he did in his epic showdown with
Jesus in the wilderness.
Remember how he tried to convince
Jesus by quoting scripture to Him? Of
course it was totally out of context. He told
Him to throw Himself off the pinnacle, for
angels would assist Him so He would not
be hurt. If Jesus had done that He would
have committed self-murder, or suicide.
We have read that often in Matthew 4:1-11
and particularly in verse 6. With our
Savior/Husband working with us through
the spirit, we are able to see through such
diabolical lies and doctrines of demons.
We are promised that we will partake in
His fullness of favor and acceptance, and
truth, if we follow through on the Father’s
calling us to repentance unto His Son.
We start out under the Father’s favor and
acceptance, which once again leads us to repentance. I cannot stress that enough. Only
after the completion of that do we come
under the fullness of the favor and acceptance of Christ/Messiah through His sacrifice
on our behalf. Thus we have favor and acceptance on top of favor and acceptance.
It is not a riddle, but a deep truth of
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tion), as also in all his epistles (he repeated
it often in all his teachings so how do folks
in graceland come up with what they do
from his teachings?) speaking in them of
these things in which some things are hard
to understand, which those untaught and
unstable (without the spirit of God/Elohim)
twist to their own destruction as also the
rest of the scriptures.
“You therefore, beloved, since you
know beforehand, beware lest you also fall
from your own steadfastness, being led
away by the error of the wicked (lawless);
but grow in the favor and acceptance
(grace) and knowledge (truth) of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ/Messiah. To Him
be the glory both now and forever. Amen.”
Peter tells us those who twisted the writings of Paul also twist the rest of the scriptures as well, to their own destruction. He
labels them as wicked or lawless people,
who lead other people away from the wisdom given by God/Elohim, into error. He
forewarns us that, to avoid this from happening to us, we need to grow in the favor and
acceptance and truth of our Lord and Savior.
Please take note that he (Peter) uses three
titles for Jesus here: Lord, Savior, and Christ/
Messiah. All three are important to both
favor and acceptance—and knowledge.
We have spent a lot of time on favor and
acceptance or “grace,” so let’s spend a little time on knowledge and then illustrate
how we grow in both.
Knowledge here is the Greek word gnosis
#1108. This is important to point out, for it is
not ginosko #1097, which means or signifies
to be taking in knowledge, to come to know,
recognize, understand, or to understand
completely. It can be deemed as passive.
However, there is nothing subtle about
gnosis, which Peter uses here. It is very
proactive and very diligent in purpose. It
primarily means a seeking to know, an
inquiry, investigation, especially of spiritual truth. That is what Vine’s tells us, and it
is obvious that Peter is instructing us to do
that very thing when telling us to grow in
spiritual knowledge, or the truth that is
from Jesus to us. We are to investigate it
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and not just accept what is being placed in
front of us by men who may be lawless in
their understanding and thus be bound to
be in error and for that matter very happy
to lead us into that as well.
It is not a coincidence here that Peter
associates and in fact contrasts the teachings of Paul with those of lawless men.
Paul taught more about favor and acceptance (grace) and law than anyone else.
“Untaught and unstable men” is how
Peter characterizes these lawless teachers or teachers against the law. They
can’t understand the wisdom of Paul’s
teachings because they do not possess the
spirit of God/Elohim. The vast majority of
these people are not evil in their intent;
they are ignorant and unfixed in spiritual
understanding as a result of not having the
spirit to lead them, let alone be in them.
Let’s review that again quickly.
1 Corinthians 2:10-13: “But God has
revealed them to us through the spirit. For
the spirit searches all things, yes the deep
things of God/Elohim. For what man
knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so, no
one knows the things of God/Elohim except the spirit of God/Elohim. Now we
have received, not the spirit of the world,
but the spirit which is from God/Elohim,
that we may know the things which have
been freely given to us by God/Elohim.”
Once we are called by the Father, we
come under His favor and acceptance
(grace), so that He can lead us to a basic
understanding of why His Eternal Companion and Best Friend had to die on our
behalf. To come to that understanding and
accepting it personally is to be truly repentant, and we thus make the decision to
accept the sacrifice in knowledge of what it
is and what it does for us, and are then
moved to be baptized as an outward display of our inward convictions.
We then come under Jesus’ favor and
acceptance, under His gift to us. We are in
agreement with Him and follow His lead,
for we are to be yoked with Him. We are
then betrothed to Him as 2 Corinthians
11:2 tells us, and the process of becoming
without spot and blameless begins on an
ongoing basis. That process is explained in
Ephesians 5 in addressing what Paul calls
the mystery of the church.
Verses 25-27: “Husbands, love your
wives, just as Christ/Messiah also loved the
church and gave Himself for it, that He
might (not a sure thing on an individual
basis because of us not Him) sanctify (set
apart) and cleanse it with the washing of
water by the word, that He might present it
to Himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that it
(we) should be holy and without blemish.”
Our Husband and Father have great
expectations for us! It is a process as
Ephesians 4:13-16 and many other scriptures teach us.
“Till we come to the unity of the faith
and knowledge of the Son of God/Elohim,
to a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ/Messiah;
that we should no longer be tossed to and
fro and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness by which they lie in wait to
deceive, but speaking the truth in love,
may grow up in all things into Him who is
the head, Christ/Messiah; from whom the
whole body, is joined and knit together by
what every joint supplies, according to the
effective working, by which every part
does its share, causes growth in the body
for the edifying of itself in love.”
As Peter has instructed us, “be diligent
to be found in peace (in the body), without
spot, and blameless.”
As a result of that we are in agreement
with the Father and the Son in our daily
walk before men. We grow in Their favor
and acceptance as we grow in Their knowledge, the truth of our calling and Their ultimate purpose, for it is the plan of salvation.
We learn about our part in it and what is
expected of us to succeed at it.
The Father and the Son are engaged in a
plan of salvation for all mankind. That is
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Their intent, but not all will be willing to
accept the terms of the gift They are offering.
Once again, one of those “terms” of agreement is that we accept the household rules of
conduct, the eternal ones, which are holy and
spiritual. Accepting them is demonstrated
through actually engaging in righteous acts
and not just lip service or a nod and a wink.
To walk in them is very pleasing to both the
Father and the Son and as a result we grow
in Their favor and acceptance and the gift
They had offered us. We are then able to
assist others in the very same process as we
look to edify the body in love.
That is the function of a devoted, determined, mature bride. It has nothing in common with the deluded and deceptive
Protestant doctrine of grace founded on
once saved always saved and that the
household rules of the Father are nailed to
the cross, and we don’t need to make any
effort as to being acceptable.
Brethren, we must never become dull of
hearing or dull of learning on a daily basis,
and please do not forget that comes accompanied with suffering if we are true lights, not
being embarrassed by our Savior/Husband
when functioning in the world.
Paul tells us about this process in
Hebrews 5:12-14: “For though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles
of the scriptural patterns of God/Elohim;
and you have come to need milk and not
solid food. For everyone who partakes
only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness for he is a babe. But solid
food belongs to those who are full age,
those who by reason of use (practice righteous acts) have their senses exercised to
discern both good and evil.”
That is very sobering and very instructive. In 6:1-2 Paul lists some of the basic
teachings of Christ/Messiah: the milk of
the word. He sums this up by saying we
need to leave the continual discussion of
these basic beliefs and that we need to go
on, grow in knowledge, which he calls
“going onto perfection.” We will be able to
do this only if God/Elohim permits as stated in verse 3: “And this we will do if God/
Elohim permits.”
This is a milestone in our calling,
brethren. This is a time when Christ says “I
choose to work with you as an adult,” for
He sees in us a desire to grow in Him, to
not look back, to remain faithful to Him for
eternity, and the Father grants it to happen.
Brethren, it does not happen to all who
are called, “for many are called and few are
chosen.” There is no vanity in this at all, in
fact there is tremendous humility encasing
it. At that time our Lord and Savior opens
our mind to be able to understand what
Paul calls “solid food.” This is a level and
depth of Godly understanding that we cannot turn our backs on, for, once we have
tasted its power in our lives, it is undeniable. If we ever fall away from it, there is
no way to renew us back to it, as Paul so
vividly instructs us in verses 4-6. Be mindful I am not talking about the sin which can
be forgiven but that which cannot, the
unpardonable sin as defined in scripture.
This is beyond the milk of the word, the
basic scriptural patterns, and thus onto the
actual carrying out of the righteous works
required of a mature individual to fulfill the
responsibilities to be held by the wife in the
household of God/Elohim the Father. As
such we are expected to give an answer, a
defense, for the hope which is in us, which
Peter teaches us in 1 Peter 3.
Let’s read that before we move to some
of the scriptures used by the lawless folks
who are ignorant of the spiritual truth that
Paul encompasses into His teachings about
law and grace.
Verses 13-17: “And who is he who will
harm you if you become followers of what
is good? But even if you should suffer for
righteousness sake; blessed, do not be afraid
of their threats, nor be troubled. But sancti-

fy (set apart the knowledge of) the Lord
God/Elohim in your hearts and always be
ready to give a defense to everyone who
asks you a reason about the hope which is in
you, with meekness and fear, having a good
conscience, that when they defame you as
evil doers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God/Elohim, to suffer
for doing good than evil.”
Dear brethren, many of you are experiencing that in the organizations, and in
your families at this time, and many of you
have overcome it and are at peace with it.
Keep up the good work!
The Protestant doctrine of grace is
claimed to be founded on Paul’s teachings.
Their entire premise is that grace is unmerited favor from start to finish, thus the
individual has no effect on it, no responsibility as to maintaining it, let alone growing
in it. If that is the case why do the scriptures
teach us we must grow in it? The scriptures
tell us we have a part to play in it that needs
to be maintained by us. The Hebrew chen
and Greek charis mean favor and acceptance from the standing of being agreeable.
Once again agreeable with what?
WIKIPEDIA (and they are not alone in
saying what is to follow) states that “Protestants almost universally believe that
grace is given by God based on the faith of
the believer.”
Now, that understanding is correct to a
point, just like most deceptive teachings.
Unfortunately, Protestant theology does
not understand what true faith on top of
faith is, or that faith without works is dead,

the goal and aim of the law, but certainly
not the end of the law as Protestants teach.
They (Israel) had no belief in anything past
the actual work of providing the economic
loss to cover the required penalty. It became a calculated thing to them. No belief,
thus no hope in not committing it again and
thus no faithful attitude or works attached
to it. Thus dead works!
Yet they came to magnify these dead
works as righteousness in their thinking. The
dead works became front and center as a
prideful thing and thus was born the Pharisaical approach to it. They now defined what
was important and what was not.
Please keep in mind that the law of the
sacrifices, not the necessity for them, was a
juvenile application of the reality to come.
Israel was to have used them to learn about
the future reality, the magnification of
them. As Paul tells us, they were a tutor to
guard Israel until the time of true belief and
thus the time of faithful functioning with
the onset of Christ/Messiah coming. He
would magnify the extent of the purpose
for them in the first place through His own
sacrifice for the creation He loved.
We can read about that in Galatians
3:21-25 and elsewhere. We then have a
promise of a better covenant and a better
tutor (the spirit of God/Elohim) to complete the purpose of the first marriage
covenant and have the full number of the
bride be determined so the plan of salvation can move onto the next phase.
I have a reason for bringing this up here.
Question: Did Christ’s sacrifice put an end
to animal sacrifices as the Protestants

If it is true that the individual has no
responsibility to maintain grace, let
alone grow in it, why do the Scriptures
teach us that we must grow in it?
which in turn leads to another one of their
upside-down doctrines.
Unfortunately Israel did not understand
the relationship of the works of the law and
faith either. Let’s just spend a second on
that as to faith and the laws of God/Elohim.
Israel did not approach the law as a
work of faith. They used the works of the
law (sacrifices of sheep, goats, bulls, etc.,
and all the trappings that went with them)
to declare their righteousness.
That just does not work with
God/Elohim. That eventually led to the ritualistic and ceremonial approach to their
own traditions, which were all completely
dead works, not even sanctioned as necessary works by God/Elohim.
Faith is at the center of all righteous
works. So, if we look for righteousness in
works without faith being the driving and
guiding force behind them, they will fall far
short of pleasing God/Elohim. When applied
to the law, Paul makes it abundantly clear
that without Christ as the ultimate focus of it,
it will not amount to anything lasting.
Paul tells us that “Christ is the goal or
aim of the law, for righteousness to everyone who believes” (Romans 10:4). That is
very important and central to our understanding of favor and acceptance (grace).
Israel did not look to the works of the
law with belief but rather from a point
or perspective of relief. That is very important. Why? Because they saw the penalty of breaking the law as a temporary thing!
They came to look at it as purely a physical transaction, actually economic.
For instance, if they committed a certain
sin they had to offer up a lamb, goat, etc.
Now, they did not want to part with the
lamb, goat, etc., and, yes, they were sorry
to have to do it, but if they did they knew it
would buy them relief from the transgression. Thus they looked at their payment of
the sin as a righteous work or act.
They missed the whole point. They did
not look at it with any hope to true forgiveness and change in character, but once
again relief.
Christ/Messiah was the hope of the law,

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

claim? Be careful in your answering this.
This is not a trick question but an illustration of how off base their doctrines are and
how ignorant one is without the spirit of
God/Elohim living and working in them.
When Christ/Messiah returns He will
activate them again. We can read about that
in detail in Ezekiel 45:15 through 46:15.
They are obviously not done away with.
Remember, Christ/Messiah magnified them,
He met the goal or aim of them, but did He
abolish them?
Obviously not, for they had and will
have the same purpose in the millennium
reign of Christ/Messiah. Remember, Paul
told us they were a tutor to guard Israel
until the reality of their goal came, which is
Christ/Messiah.
Did Israel do a good job learning? The
answer is no. However, some did, as we
can see from scripture, but not nearly
enough. The millennial rule is a time of the
restoration of Israel to her rightful place
among the nations, as we have discussed at
length many times in the past. God/Elohim
is going to make her start once again from
the beginning to get it right and to witness
to the nations. So please do not jump on the
Protestant bandwagon about the law of the
sacrifices being done away, for they are
clearly not. They in fact are going to be a
central function in the worship at the
Millennial Temple during the rule of
Christ/Messiah the Word of God/Elohim.
We can never fall into that pit. We need
to focus on the fullness of the truth that
Jesus has delivered to us and not Jewish or
Protestant fables. When the Father calls us,
it is to true repentance, not a hollow act of
relief. If we break an eternal, holy, and
spiritual law, one of the Ten Commandments, requiring shed blood, we have
come to the realization that it takes the
death of the Creator to remove it. If not, it
will require our own death, the second
death, the permanent death.
That is a fearful thing. We thus realize
we can’t continue to practice the things that
bring about the necessity for our Savior to
have shed His blood for us, to pay the
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penalty in our place. Thus we have a pattern of first belief in what the Father is
teaching us about sinning, then hope that
our transgression is being covered by
Christ/Messiahs shed blood, and then the
faithful works exhibiting the fact that we
really get it and want to change our ways to
God’s/Elohim’s ways.
True repentance! Righteous works of
faith! As a result we grow in His favor and
acceptance. There is no turning back to dead
works with no belief, hope, or faith in them.
The world does not understand these
things and can’t, for they are one of the
mysteries of God/Elohim, which can only
be truly understood and carried out with the
spirit of God/Elohim assisting us. Israel did
not look for any such thing in the law. They
looked at the works of the law themselves
and made decisions based on that alone.
Once again, the law and Israel are a very
big subject in itself, so we will not go any
deeper into it. Paul does an excellent job of
explaining the relationship between the two
in his writings. We should have a good
understanding of these things, for we are to
be stewards of the mysteries of God/Elohim.
Back to the subject at hand.
Remember that our calling unto Christ
is initiated by the Father to see if we can be
compatible with His Son and be able to
remain faithful for eternity. This calling is
all about a father seeking a bride for his son
after the biblical pattern of Abraham doing
so for Isaac. We do not have a say in the
selection by the Father. For reasons unto
Himself, He chooses to call specific individuals for that purpose during this timeline in the plan of salvation.
We do not know what His ultimate
determining criteria are other than us being
weak and base. But we do know that scripture teaches us He does everything with a
purpose—decently and in order—for He is
not the author of confusion. So this initial
calling by the Father is truly a wonderful
gift to us. If we respond to it, He leads us
by His spirit to grow in it as we discussed
earlier. This is the first favor and acceptance we are exposed to.
The parable of the sower can describe
this initial process well. We are to eventually produce fruit in it, but, remember, a lot of
growth is required before fruit can be produced. That is a simple pattern in creation.
The first fruit is repentance anchored
in belief, not grief. Not all will do that, for
it will take works to truly repent. That’s
right, works in the form of righteous behavior. That in turn is very compelling to Christ,
our potential Husband. What do we repent
of? Dead works! Ungodly behavior! What
makes us favorable in the eyes of Christ?
Righteous behavior, which is confirmed
through visible works. How else would we
be able to truly show our repentance from
our old dead works worthy of death?
When Christ/Messiah sees that we are
genuine in our desire to change in character, He extends to us the gift of His sacrifice in full measure to wash all of our past
sins from before Himself and the Father.
All gone! Our behavior under the calling of
the Father was acceptable to Him, the Son,
and we received favor in His sight. We
receive His favor and acceptance on top of
the Father’s favor and acceptance.
Much is expected of us after that. We are
to grow in both the gift we have been given,
along with the knowledge of Christ/Messiah. We are to suffer with Him just as He
Himself suffered. We are to walk just as He
walked. We are to grow in that gift or
enhancement of what we already possess.
The parable of the talents found in
Matthew 25:14-30 teaches us how we are
to function in works. We are expected to
increase what is gifted to us. That involves
work, hard work. After two individuals
here in Matthew 25 accomplish that, He
tells them, “Well, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few
things, I will set you over many things.
Enter into the joy of your Lord.”
However, to the one who used lots of
excuses for not growing in what he had received, he gets this rebuke: “You wicked and
lazy servant, you knew (not able to plead
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ignorance) that I reap where I have not sown,
and gather where I have not scattered seed.
Therefore take the talent from him and give
it to him who has 10 and cast the unprofitable servant into outer darkness. There will
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
God/Elohim expects a return on what
we have been given. It is not a coincidence
that this parable follows directly after the
one about the 10 virgins. John sums this
process up in a beautiful way with its basic
components spelled out in 1 John 2.
1 John 2:3-6: “Now by this we know
that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says I know Him
(remember we are to grow in the knowledge of our Lord and Savior) and does not
keep His commandments, is a liar, and the
truth is not in Him (that is really big and we
sure have a willing part to play in it). But
whoever keeps His word, truly the love of
God/Elohim is (being) perfected in him.
By this we know that we are in Him. He
who says he abides in Him ought himself
also to walk just as He walked.”
If we do not do righteous works we are
not going to continue in the favor and
acceptance of God/Elohim, which is the
favor and acceptance of both the Father
and the Son! There is no way around it. It
takes obedience from us to maintain our
part in the agreement, in the covenant They
make with us. Remember, a covenant is an
agreement between parties. God grants us
forgiveness and offers us the gift of salvation. Remember what we read in Hebrews
5:9: “and having been perfected (verse 8),
He became the author of eternal salvation
TO ALL WHO OBEY HIM.”
That, dear brethren, is how the bride, the
wife, makes herself ready by righteous acts
(works), Revelation 19:7-8. We can read
that same process throughout the entirety
of the scriptures.
Protestant theology hates the epistle of
James, for it can’t be twisted as easily as
Paul’s.
James 2:20-24: “But do you want to
know, O foolish man, that faith without
works is dead! Was not Abraham our father
justified by works when he offered Isaac
his son on the altar? Do you see that faith
was working together with works, and by
works faith was made perfect? And the
scripture was fulfilled which says, Abraham believed God/Elohim, and it was
accounted to him as righteousness. And he
was called the friend of God/Elohim. You
see then that a man is justified by works
and not by faith only.”
Oh, no! Trouble in graceland!
Why do the Protestant theologians and
preachers hate James’ writings such as this
one? Because they always attempt to say the
opposite by quoting such verses as Galatians
2:16 out of context to skew the truth.
Galatians 2:16: “Knowing that a person
is not justified by the works of that (not
the) law, but by faith in Jesus Christ/
Messiah. So we too, have put our faith in
Christ Jesus that we may be justified by
faith in Christ and not by the works of that
law, because by the works of that law no
one will be justified.”
The same Greek word is used in James
and Galatians for justified, and is tied to
work. It is #1344 dikaioo. Vine’s says that
it primarily means to deem to be right, and
signifies to show to be right or righteous.
So what is right in the eyes of God/
Elohim? Righteousness or right work.
What are they predicated on? His commandments, for they define right from
wrong. We are talking about His spiritual,
holy, and eternal laws, not the additional
physical ones or, as some call ceremonial
or ritual given to Israel in the wilderness or
the “add-on ones” given in Judaism.
We can also add the national laws as
well that were also given at Sinai. Not all
the laws given at that time are binding on
us who are under the second marriage
covenant agreement. That is simple common sense. For instance, we no longer
have to build an altar to conduct animal
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sacrifices; we no longer have to bring firstfruits to the Levites. However, we are still
to follow all the moral laws such as a man
not being sexually intimate with another
man or with a beast. We can read up on all
these in Exodus 20-23 and elsewhere.
So, when it says that no man is justified
by works of the law under the terms of the
second marriage covenant, what is Paul
talking about here in Galatians the second
chapter? He is talking about self-righteous
behavior under Judaism and in particular
the Circumcision Party doctrine of the
necessity of circumcision to be able to be
acceptable to Christ/Messiah (Galatians
2:11-12). There is no such requirement
under the terms of the second marriage
covenant and thus no justification, let alone
truth in it. Thus it has nothing to do with
the favor and acceptance (grace) God/Elohim gives us in His sight.
The only shed blood involved in the second marriage covenant for justification is
that of Christ crucified. No animal blood,
or for that matter no human blood through
circumcision, is of any value as to justification, let alone life.
I hope you realize the Circumcision
Party used that angle of shed blood to try
and lead brethren away from the truth of
God/Elohim unto another Gospel. With
that they throw women under the bus, as
the saying goes, because they were not
privy to circumcision.
Another favorite of the graceland folks
is Romans 6:14: “For sin shall not have
dominion over you, for you are not under
law but under grace.”
So what favor and acceptance are we

holiness (that’s works, folks), for when you
were slaves of sin, you were free in regard
to righteousness.
“What fruit did you have then in the
things which you are now ashamed? For
the end of those things is death. But now
having been set free from sin (by Christ’s
sacrifice being applied to us) and having
become slaves of God/Elohim, you have
your fruit (something you produced from
works) to holiness, and the end, everlasting
life. For the wages of sin is death, but the
gift of God/Elohim is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.”
I hope I have been able to give an
account for part of the hope that is in me,
in a simple and easily understood way. We
need to be diligently on our guard against
such doctrines as Protestant grace. It is
designed to subtly separate us from the
fullness of the truth in Christ/Messiah
which He has made available to us through
His death on our behalf so the Father could
work with us in the hope that we will be
eventually born after His kind and then
able to marry His Son as the second Eve
and then be able to unite with His Son, the
second Adam, and in turn be fruitful and
multiply in His household.
That is an absolutely awesome calling
and such a special thing in the eyes of
God/Elohim. Satan is fully aware of our
potential in this timeline of the plan of salvation and will do anything he is allowed
to do to terminate our participation in it. So
please let’s be diligent in the gift we have
been given and grow in it.
In summation, my understanding of the
Biblical doctrine of grace is as follows.

Grace is based and sustained on
an agreement to maintain it and grow
in it throughout the lifetime of our
relationship with God/Elohim.
talking about here? The first favor and acceptance or gift given by the Father, or that
which came through Christ, which allowed
the Father to be able to have contact with us?
To me it is very simple. That which came
through Christ’s sacrifice and applied to us
is “on top of” what the Father started in us.
Please remember when Paul refers to
the law and grace he is talking about the
penalty of the law. Christ died for us to
pay the penalty on our behalf. That is a
wonderful truth under the terms of the second marriage covenant. He extends that
favor and acceptance and gift to us if we do
what? Repent and be baptized. That’s
works, folks, righteous works in the sight
of God/Elohim and necessary for us to be
included in the second covenant agreement. Without repentance there is no forgiveness and thus baptism into the death
and the life of Christ/Messiah.
We would not be able to receive the assistance of His spirit dwelling in us on a daily
basis without doing so. This is only the start,
however, for Paul clearly teaches in this
same context in everything he writes about
on this subject. That’s the door in. Then
there is the need to resist sin and we can do
that only with assistance from God/Elohim,
for Satan is much stronger than we are if we
are standing alone—thus we are given the
spirit of God/Elohim as a helper. Look what
Paul goes on to say in support of this.
Verses 16-23: “Do you not know that to
whom you present yourselves slaves to
obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you
obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience (of what?) to righteousness?
“But God/Elohim be thanked that
though you were slaves to sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine
(doctrine is very important) to which you
were delivered (trusted) and having been
set free from sin you became slaves of
righteousness.
“I speak in human terms because of the
weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of unrighteousness, and of lawlessness leading to
more lawlessness, so now present your
members as slaves of righteousness or
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Grace is the process of a gift given by
God/Elohim. It starts as a gift of favor and
acceptance with expectations for continuance placed on the recipient. It is based and
sustained on an agreement with the recipient to maintain it and to grow in it throughout the lifetime of the relationship centered
around it. The basis of the agreement is for
the recipient to believe in and walk in the
household rules of the Father.
As in any gift, it can be withheld or
withdrawn by the giver. The favor and acceptance bestowed upon us come through
both the Father and the Son at this time
under the terms of the second covenant. It
is termed in scripture as “grace on top of
grace” or favor and acceptance on top of
favor and acceptance. It first comes from
the Father in His calling to us as He draws
us unto His Son. If we are willing participants in it, He will see that we have at our
disposal what we need to come to belief
and a deep repentance and acknowledgment of our part our past sins played in the
necessity for the death of the Creator, Jesus
the Christ/Messiah, the Word of God. At
that time we are offered the gift of Christ/
Messiah’s favor and acceptance of us into
a marriage agreement through His shed
blood and resurrection being applied in
Their fullness to us.
Our personal vow is to remain faithful to
Him, our Lord and Savior, by walking in
the works of the household rules of Father
God/Elohim. It is up to us if we grow in
this gift of favor and acceptance by fulfilling our part of the agreement.
I asked the question in the subtitle of this
article “Can you earn favor in God’s/Elohim’s eyes?” The answer is categorically yes
we can and need to. And once again this is
not talking about the offer of salvation but
about something much, much, more in this
calling to be the bride in the household of
the Father. This is the King of the Universe
calling us to occupy the third most important
function in the household. It is a qualifying
calling, and stringent process, which He
feels we can do with His help.
Now, that is an act of faith on His part,
and it starts in His belief in us. Grace on
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top of grace is a doctrine we should not be
ignorant of at this time or phase in the plan
of salvation in which an eternal function is
being filled.
We did not go looking for this job
opportunity. We did not see an advertisement for it posted anywhere and then go
and fill out an application or send in a
résumé to it. The King of the Universe said
I want you to apply!!! He came to us!!!
That should bring tears of joy to all our
eyes, pure jubilation! Please do not let anyone steal that crown from you.
You may say but I can’t do it. You are
absolutely right; you can’t do it yourself.
That is a no-brainer, as the saying goes. So
get that thought, or, better termed, excuse
removed from your thinking process and
get to work being yoked to Christ/Messiah.
If we do not grow in the initial favor and
acceptance of the Father, then we will be disqualified as an applicant for the position of
the bride. That does not mean for salvation
regardless of what some of the spiritual
butchers proclaim. If we do, however, grow
in the Father’s favor and acceptance, it will
be because we have been pleasing to Him,
for we will have come to believe that He is,
and that our works show that we really desire
to move forward in our repentance process in
having our past sins completely removed by
the blood of our future Husband/Savior.
We want to receive the fullness of it so
we can have the ability to sustain our
efforts through the gift of the spirit of
God/Elohim. That is part one of favor and
acceptance. Now part two.
If we are pleasing to Christ/Messiah, He
agrees to apply the fullness of His innocent
shed blood to us. He makes this choice.
This is His phase of favor and acceptance
on top of favor and acceptance. We then
enter into this second phase of the “interview process,” one might say. We receive
the fullness of His favor and acceptance, as
well as His knowledge of truth, which are
both required to assist us in our growth as
a candidate to be His bride. Both He and
the Father need to be sure we will be faithful to our household responsibilities for
eternity.
That, my dear brethren, is a summation
of favor and acceptance on top of favor and
acceptance. Our part of the process is predicated on our continuance in righteous
works. If we do not grow in and maintain
our part of the agreement, we will be disqualified from it.
Please remember 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
in this context, for Paul sums such things
up in verse 27, “But I discipline my body
and bring it into subjection, lest, when I
have preached to others, I myself should
become disqualified,” and 2 Corinthians
13:5, “Examine yourselves (not someone
else) whether you are in the faith. Prove (or
test) yourselves (not someone else, for that
is between them and the Father). Do you
not know that Jesus Christ/Messiah is in
you? Unless indeed you are disqualified.”
We will be, and are being, judged for
this function offered to us at this time by
our own individual works. Our Father said
I think you can meet the requirements. Our
Husband/Savior has said I think you can
meet the requirements also. Now it is up to
us to continue in the process and focus on
righteous works which are pleasing to the
both of Them and through such They will
know we have what is necessary to remain
faithful for eternity.
Paul tells us in Galatians 6:4-5: “But let
each one examine his own work, and then
he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and
not in another. For each one shall bear his
own load.”
What I do when I read the translation of
chen and charis as “grace” in scripture is to
use one of the other definitions of it in
place of “grace” such as favor, gift, acceptance, joy, benefit, etc., because of the widespread acceptance of the deceitful Protestant doctrine of grace.
Also more often now when asked if I am
“Christian” based on one’s curiosity of my
keeping of the Sabbath and holy days and
such, I answer, “I am a member of the body
of Christ.”
Our Peace we give to you.
—Brian and Linda Convery
Abibofgod.com
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— It’s Not Settled —
weren’t the creeds of Hebrew Scripture sufficient?
Why wasn’t the Creed of Christ sufficient?
There are reasons: The predicted great falling
away from the faith was in full flow. The church
bishops were gentiles more familiar with
Hellenistic (Greek) culture and pagan religion
than they were with the Hebrew/Jewish culture
of Scripture and the early church.
These theologians, sincere and well-meaning
for the most part, saw the Christ event through a
different lens. Their world of reference was the
philosophical principles of Plato and the cultural
influences of pagan Greek and Roman religion.
The sea change of doctrines from that of the
very Jewish/Hebrew church Jesus began to the
one that emerges centuries later is thoroughly
shocking. Add to that the strong anti-Jewish bias
that motivated that falling away and you are left
with a faith quite different from that of Jesus,
Peter and Paul.
Things deemed Jewish or too Old Testament
were vigorously opposed and ultimately eliminated from doctrine and practice. Things like

to pledge allegiance to them?
You can declare your freedom. Rediscover the
simple and easy-to-understand creeds from
Scripture and from Jesus. Then make your own
creedal confession with that information.
Consider first the Creed
of Jesus as plainly dehe centuries-long battle by theoloclared in Mark 12:28-34,
gians to define or redefine the nature
giving close attention to
of God and the nature of Jesus was
the setting, the question
not settled by the enforced creeds of
asked of Jesus, his unamthe fourth and fifth centuries. There
biguous answer, and the
has been no such doctrinal upheaval striking
dialogue with the Torah
Christianity before or since.
expert that followed.
And why wouldn’t this be such a colossal dis“One of the teachers of
pute as it hits at the very basis of the Christian
the
law came and heard
faith, the Doctrine of God? Nothing is more
them debating. Noticing
important than knowing who God is and what
that Jesus had given them a
he is like. Likewise, for us humans what could be
good answer, he asked him,
more relevant than a clear knowledge of just who
Kenneth Westby
‘Of all the commandments,
the Son of God is and what he is like: Is he man?
which is the most imporHalf man/half God? A preexistent God?
tant?’ ‘The most important one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is
We are called to become like God, to take on
this: “Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is
his divine nature and follow his son’s example,
one. Love the Lord your God with all
which will lead us to God’s presence
your heart and with all your soul and
and eternal life. Both require us to
with all your mind and with all your
know the truth about God and Jesus.
strength.” The second is this: “Love
“Creed” is from the Latin credo, “I
Speakers and Topics
your neighbor as yourself.” There is no
believe,” and is what a church’s statefor 2015 Seminars
commandment greater than these.’ ”
ment of faith is, or one’s confession
Jesus’ confession of what is most
of faith, or one’s statement of core
Noel Rude (“Is God Truly Faithful? [The Covenant Confusion],” “Messiah in Prophecy), Sir
important
in belief and action are
tenets or doctrines. We all should
Anthony Buzzard (“The Shema and Psalm 110:1: The Major Keys to the Mind of Jesus
exact
quotations
from Deut. 6:4-5 (the
have one, but it need not be the
and
Paul”),
Carlos
Xavier
(“Begotten
or
Made?
The
Origin
of
the
Son
of
God
vs.
the
Shema,
which
God-fearing
Jews recite
product of a corporate denomination
every morning and evening and at the
Incarnation of God the Son”), Robert Sackett (“How to Effectively Share the One God
or the result of political compromise
beginning of every synagogue service,
or coercion, as was the case with the
Doctrine”), Ray Gebauer (“Incomplete Context: The Source of Most False Doctrine”),
which was also the personal practice
great creeds of Christendom. It
John Lemley (“The God of the Old Testament and His Relationship to Jesus”), Dr. Edwin
of Jesus), and Lev. 19:18, love of neighshould be your own creed developed
Pund (“Key Scriptures Documenting Biblical Christology”), James Townliand (“Overbor is part of the “holiness code”—
by careful study of Scripture.
“Become holy as your heavenly Father
coming
Difficulties
When
Discussing
Biblical
Monotheism”),
Ken
Westby
(“Why
Jesus
Did the creed of Nicea (A.D. 325)
is holy” (Lev. 19:2; Matt. 5:48).
Never Wrote Anything,” “Time to Test the Trinity Test and Identify the Real Heresy”).
when two thirds of the new doctrine of
The Torah teacher affirmed that
trinity was fixed make things clear or
Jesus was correct and repeated
just mystify the doctrine of God? Was
back to Jesus, “You are right in saythe conundrum solved with the Constanti- the Sabbath, annual Holy Days, belief in the ing that God is one and there is no other but
nopolitan Creed (381) when the Holy Spirit was mortality of man, of rest in the grave awaiting him.” Is this understanding of God important or
added to the mix of mysteries making the trinity God’s resurrection call, and many more core just a minor doctrinal point? Jesus answers.
“When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely,
complete? Did the great creed of Chalcedon (451), teachings, were replaced. But—most important
of all—the very doctrine of God was changed: he said to him, ‘You are not far from the kingintending to clarify all the many Christological con- the truth of the One True God and his promised dom of God.’ ”
fusions created by the previous creeds, finally settle Messiah.
Knowing that God is One, according to Jesus,
the matter? Not even slightly.
Why weren’t the creeds of Scripture totally is essential knowledge for moving toward the
Were any of these creeds, conceived centuries sufficient? Why did these gentile theologians Kingdom of God and all it gloriously entails.
—Ken Westby
after Jesus and the apostles, really necessary? Why create whole new creeds and require the faithful

What’s not settled?
The Greatest Controversy in
Christianity’s 2000-year
History Remains Open

T
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Akedah, Abraham’s three-day nightmare, parallels tomb chronology

The writer was raised as a Catholic, like most kids in Quebec in the
’50s. He read the Bible for the first
time when he was about 14 and spent
the next 40 years trying to absorb its
content. He lives with his wife and
three children in Montreal.
By Yves Péloquin
ONTREAL, Que., Canada
—We are so familiar with
the story of Abraham going
to Moriah to sacrifice his son Isaac
(the Jews call this the Akedah, which
means the Binding) that we never
pause to question the incongruity and
meaning of some of the details in the
narrative.
God said to Abraham: “Take your
son, your only son, Isaac, whom you
love, and go to the region of Moriah.
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering
on one of the mountains I will tell you
about” (Genesis 22:2, NIV).
Early the next morning Abraham
and two servants set out with Isaac to
the place God had told him about
(verse 3).
Why is it said that Abraham started
“early” the next morning?

M

Impatient Abraham?
I read somewhere that Abraham
woke up the next morning “eager to
embark on his religious mission.”
Really? I think that only a sociopath would have been eager to get up
that first morning. Was it more pleasing to God that Abraham express zeal
and show no concern for Isaac rather
than some hesitation and perceptible
reluctance to start such a dreadful and
excruciating pilgrimage?
Why? Why? Why?
Why did Abraham cut the wood
three days ahead of time? It doesn’t
make sense when you think about it.
Why did he bother to bring this
heavy and cumbersome payload with
him when he knew that on the mountain—as on any other mountain, for
that matter—he could have found
plenty of wood to feed the fire of the
burnt offering?
Why did Abraham saddle the donkey himself? (verse 3). Wasn’t it the
task of a servant to saddle his master’s
donkey?
Why did Abraham take such care to
perform a meaningless task on one of
the worst days of his life?
Besides that, isn’t it a little peculiar
that the author of Genesis thought it
was an essential fact to transmit to us
while he kept silent about so much
more information?
Why did Abraham use only one
donkey for an expedition of four people? (verse 5).
Abraham was blessed with great
wealth. He could have provided a separate animal for everybody. He had
“sheep and cattle, male and female
donkeys, menservants and maidservants, and camels” (verse 16).
The journey between Beersheba
and Jerusalem (Mount Moriah) had
to cover about 46 miles (74 kilome-

ters). He must have had a serious reason to decide that most of the people
in his entourage would walk the
whole distance.
Why not a small caravan?
Who would ride the donkey? The
115-year-old Abraham, perhaps? Or
the 15-year-old Isaac?
Surely not one of the servants. But
it could have been used to carry the
heavy payload of wood, water, food,
provisions for shelter for the nights.
Nobody makes a six-day round trip
without the proper supplies.
Wouldn’t it have made sense to
organize a small caravan with five or
six camels to make the journey? Yet
Abraham judged otherwise and
brought no more than one donkey.
As I have shown, several elements
of the story seem peculiar. We could
ignore these oddities, but they are so
closely related that one wonders if the
text is not trying to tell us something
more, something hidden.
Facts that defy common sense
Here is a summary of the basic
facts that don’t make sense in the
Akedah story:
Eagerness to start the journey.
Chopping the wood on the first
morning and carrying it all the way to
Moriah.

saw in front of him was a moving altar
with his son sitting directly over a pile
of burnt-offering wood.
Keep in mind that Abraham was
carrying the piece of flint to start a fire
and the knife he kept to perform animal sacrifice. The goal of the expedition was to sacrifice his son on a
somewhat similar altar.
Abraham, trudging along, had to
look up each time to see his son on the
donkey, as he would have to look up
to see the mountain of the sacrifice on
the third day.
Could the scene have been more
explicit? It must have driven Abraham
mad with grief.
Designed to accentuate
The three days’ journey was never
meant to alleviate Abraham’s distress
before the sacrifice took place. On the
contrary, everything was designed to
accentuate his mental suffering and
test, to the limit, his resolve.
Doesn’t this explain, in an obvious
way, why three of the elements we
found so strange in the story had to be
handled the way they were?
Abraham cut the wood at the beginning of the journey because that special wood (burnt-offering wood) was
essential to transform the saddle into
an altar.
When Abraham lifted the saddle

lie over the real one.
Abraham walking behind the animal, carrying the knife, had to look up
to see Isaac.
And what about the sadness and the
silence of Abraham? Don’t they bring
solemnity to the scene, the way it
should be in the presence of an altar?
Abraham: suffering; Isaac: no clue
Abraham suffered in silence. Isaac
had still no clue until he and his father
left the two servants and the donkey
behind.
Abraham never complained to God
because he understood that his character was being tested one more time.
“Through your offspring all nations
on earth will be blessed, because you
have obeyed me” (verse 18).
It is true that Abraham could have
decided to spare his son at any time
and return home. If he had done so,
God’s master plan would have been
applied through somebody else. That
is always the case:
“Relief and deliverance for the
Jews will arise from another place, but
you [Esther] and your father’s family
will perish” (Esther 4:14).
But Abraham overcame the distress
he felt during the previous three days
and proceeded to bind Isaac.
This moment marks the point in
time that Abraham fully consented to

So many parallels between Isaac and Yeshua are obvious
that one cannot help but make the connection.
Not asking a servant to saddle
the donkey.
Selecting only one donkey when
several would have been needed.
I have given much thought to these
discrepancies and I would like to propose the following interpretation that
has the benefit of clarifying and integrating all the facts.
Unfortunately it will also add a new
layer of horror to a story that is already awful.
Abraham was old and slow
Let’s suppose that after he saddled
the ass Abraham took the wood he had
cut and attached it on each side and
then asked Isaac to travel on the animal.
You are probably thinking that
would be not at all unusual. Wouldn’t
it be a good way to resolve two problems: carrying the heavy load of the
important wood and pampering his
young son for the next three days?
This could be how it happened.
But, if so, it was done at a terrible
price. Imagine you are old Abraham
slowly walking behind the donkey.
What do you see in front of you if not
a constant reminder of the purpose of
the whole journey?
Indeed, each time Abraham lifted
his eyes it wasn’t to see pleasant
scenery in which the son of his old age
was riding on a pack animal. What he

on the donkey at the start of the journey he was erecting a symbolic altar.
No servant could have done that
chore for him, given the symbolic nature of it. God had asked Abraham to
do the sacrifice. Therefore it would
have been inappropriate to let anybody else build the altar.
Only one animal was part of the
voyage because, once the altar was
erected on it, that animal would
become the focal point of everyone on
foot for the next three days.
Have you notice how the wood
played such an important role in the
story?
Abraham cut the wood.
Isaac sat atop the wood.
Abraham placed the wood over
Isaac.
Isaac carried the wood.
Isaac lay down on the wood.
A ram got caught by its horns in
the wood.
The ram replaced Isaac on the
wood and the wood was lit.
Without the wood the saddle wouldn’t have looked like an altar.
It is the wood of the burnt offering
on each side that creates the mental
association between the saddle and
the altar.
Other elements of the story also
accentuate this association:
Isaac, the chosen victim, sits over it
as a reminder that in the end he would

sacrifice his son.
As for Isaac, who was never
coerced by his father in any way and
whose consent was essential, the binding marks for him too the moment he
fully submitted to the will of God.
At the last possible instant God prevented the killing. God never actually
needed a human sacrifice. It was a test
to validate that Abraham and Isaac
both really feared Him.
“Now I know that you fear God,”
God said (verse 12).
Early to rise
I haven’t explained why Abraham
got up and left so early that first morning.
Instead of equating Abraham’s behavior to some supposed eagerness to
please God (dismissing his own pain
in the process), I propose a more rational interpretation.
What would make someone start a
journey early if not to make sure the
journey would be completed in a specific span of time?
Abraham had to cover about 46
miles by foot and offer a sacrifice.
Suppose it was important that the
journey be completed in three days,
no less and no more.
The only way to accomplish that
was to leave early every morning.
This explanation leads to another
interesting question? Why three days?

The answer? Because the binding
of Isaac was a type whose echo would
resonate 1,870 years later.
Abraham-Yeshua parallels
Let’s review two sequences of
event:
God tells Abraham to make a sacrifice. Three days later he laid his son
on an altar and nearly killed him.
(This could be viewed later as a resurrection.)
On the third day Abraham looked
up and saw the destination in the distance.
Abraham reasoned that God could
raise the dead and, figuratively speaking, he did receive Isaac back from
death (Hebrews 11:19).
Yeshua was sacrificed in Jerusalem
(in the region of Moriah). Three days
later He was resurrected.
“It is the third day since all this took
place” (Luke 24:21). “The Christ will
suffer and rise from the dead on the
third day” (verse 46).
So many parallels between these
two events are obvious that one cannot help but make the connection.
Both—Isaac and Yeshua—agreed
to die for the sake of their father. Both
came to Jerusalem on a donkey. Two
servants shared the first part of Isaac’s
journey. Two robbers shared the last
part of Yeshua’s journey. Both were
bound on the wood they had carried
on their back.
At the last instant the angel called
out from heaven, “Abraham, Abraham” (Genesis 22:11). At the last
instant Yeshua cried out to heaven,
“My God, My God” (Mark 15:34).
Abraham grieved for three days
before sacrificing Isaac. The apostles
grieved for three days after the sacrifice of Yeshua.
Both periods of grieving ended
unexpectedly. Isaac was replaced by a
ram; Yeshua became the Passover’s
Lamb.
The third day they arose
All this led to a direct link between
Abraham’s three days of travel and
Yeshua’s three days in the tomb.
God asked Abraham to sacrifice
Isaac. The following day (the start of
Abraham’s journey) became the first
day. Then there was a second day and
a third day. On the third day Isaac was,
in effect, resurrected.
Yeshua was sacrificed as the
Passover’s Lamb. The following day
became the first day (as implied by the
two workers on the road to Emmaus
(Luke 21:13-21). Then there were a
second day and a third day. On the
third day Yeshua was resurrected.
Therefore Yeshua was crucified on
a Thursday. On that Sunday He was
resurrected.
More information
For more on the age of Isaac when he
went to Moriah, and the 1,870 years that
separated his journey from Yeshua’s
crucifixion, see my book on Ezekiel 4
on my website, EzekielMasterKey.com.

Beloved Bible story in John’s Gospel not in original manuscripts
Continued from page 3

what they should be willing to tolerate is
more than I want to get into here.
Let me give you just one example
from Gary Greenberg’s book:
We have Abraham seeing it as
proper for his wife to become someone else’s concubine to save his own
skin.
Abraham even does this two times.
Then, 50 or so years later, his son does
the same thing in apparently one of
the same places, and the king has the
same name, Abimelech.
Genesis 26:8 says Abimelech was
king of the Philistines. Archaeologists
tell us the Philistines did not live there
in the time of Abraham. Are we looking
at actual history or something else here?

Beloved Bible story not
in original manuscripts
Gary’s book covers only what we
call the Old Testament. We see this
same process of degrading the status
of women attempted in the New
Testament with the story of the
woman taken in adultery in the
Gospel of John.
Any scholar will tell you this story
was not originally in the Gospel of
John or anywhere else in the Bible.
The story makes it appear Jesus did
not see anything wrong with the
man’s conduct, and only the woman
had sinned. The story fits in well with
some people’s religious concepts, and
they will tell us that it is probably a
true story and should be in Scripture.

One might ask how did the woman
commit adultery alone. Was he less
guilty than she?
When we see stories in the Bible
that seem to make women more
responsible, expendable and accountable than men in God’s sight, we
might do well to look deeper.
Would God allow fiction
to pose as factual history?
From the concept most seem to
have of what the Word of God is, it
may be hard to accept that God would
allow fictional stories to be inserted
into Scripture.
It may be that God allowed this so
that our faith would be in Him and not
in the inerrancy of Scripture, or it

could be reasons beyond my understanding. Facts are truth.
If one looks, I think one will find
statements in the New Testament that
may indicate the writer questioned the
accuracy of some Old Testament history.
Paul tells us in Galatians 3:19:
“What purpose then does the law
serve? It was added because of transgressions.”
In other words, transgressions
came before a law was given.
Additions to Scripture?
With this thought in mind, look at
Revelation 22:18:
“For I testify to everyone who
hears the words of the prophecy of

this book: If anyone adds to these
things, God will add to him the
plagues that are written in this book.”
Possibly John realized some things
had been added to the scriptures he
had access to.
We might conclude from the respect
Jesus showed women that He realized
the Old Testament scriptures are embellished with a bias against women.
In our search for truth we sometimes go in uncomfortable and suppressing directions. As I encounter
this phenomenon it seems to simplify
my priorities.
As I said before, I did not agree
with Gary Greenberg on all points. Yet
some of the points he makes are hard
to explain away.
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Taking care of the stranger—immigrant or refugee—is our calling
Continued from page 3

Facing death, ready to perish
However, when that happens, there
will be millions who will face death,
ready to perish. To them the sound of
the trumpet will be the most glorious
sound they would ever have heard: the
sound of divine intervention and the
start of what has been called the Second
Exodus, an exodus so great that “it
shall no more be said, ‘The LORD lives
who brought up the children of Israel
from the land of Egypt,’ but, ‘The LORD
lives who brought up the children of
Israel from the land of the north and
from all the lands where He had driven
them’ ” (Jeremiah 16:14-15).
Add up the populations of all the
countries of Western Europe. Add to
them the populations of the United
States, Canada, South Africa, Australia and New Zealand. Add to that a
mixed multitude as those who left
Egypt with Israel.
Then take 10 percent of them because the prophet Amos wrote: “The
city that goes out by a thousand shall
have a hundred left, and that which
goes out by a hundred shall have ten
left to the house of Israel” (Amos 5:3).
What figure will you come to?
Fifty, sixty, maybe a hundred million?
A hundred million refugees who will
stream by boat, on foot, toward
Palestine. A hundred million refugees
who will need to be taken care of:
taken care of by you, a Christian who,
with Jesus Christ and all the saints,
will be in Jerusalem.
Isaiah also wrote in Isaiah 35:3-4:
“Strengthen the weak hands, and
make firm the feeble knees. Say to
those who are fearful-hearted, ‘Be
strong, do not fear! Behold, your God
will come with vengeance, with the
recompense of God; He will come and
save you.’ ”
Can you help?
Can you strengthen weak hands,
make firm feeble knees? Can you encourage the feeble-hearted? Do you
have the capacity to help the lame, the
blind and the weak?
Imagine if you were a refugee.
Who would you want to be there to
meet you as you struggle in the last
few steps to a new country? Would
you want to have someone who is
proud, a know-it-all, one who thinks
he is better than others? Would you
want Satan the devil to be there waiting for you?
Of course not.
Would you want someone like Job,
the great man of the Old Testament, to
be there, a man who lost everything,
who lost family and possessions and
then came to such a profound repentance that he said to God, “I have
uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me, which I
did not know. Listen, please, and let
me speak; You said, ‘I will question
you, and you shall answer Me.’ I have
heard of You by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees You. Therefore I
abhor myself, and repent in dust and
ashes”? (Job 42:3-6).
What better person to meet you

than someone who has been there,
who knows what it’s like to lose
everything and turn to God with his
whole heart?
Empathic helpers
The best people to deal with those
refugees will be converted Christians
who have truly repented, who saw that
they faced death and turned to God in
desperation and experienced the
mercy and help of God. We can be
those people.
In Hebrews 12:11 we read, “Now
no chastening seems to be joyful for
the present, but painful; nevertheless,
afterward it yields the peaceable fruit
of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it.”
We—yes, we Christians—have
faced chastening. We have faced trials. Some of us have been through the
mill. We have suffered.
Hebrews continues in verses 12-13:
“Therefore strengthen the hands which
hang down, and the feeble knees, and
make straight paths for your feet, so
that what is lame may not be dislocated, but rather be healed.”
Hebrew is quoting from Isaiah 35.
We know what it is to strengthen
hands that hang down and the feeble
knees. We’ve been there. We’ve had
the experience. We will know how to

When two nurses who had treated
him were infected, some thought all in
Texas would die of the plague.
When two doctors, who had gone
to Africa to try to help those desperate
people, were brought back to the
United States to be treated because
they had become infected with that
deadly virus, many good Christian
folk loudly objected, “They should
have been left in Africa!”
When groups of women and children from South America crossed the
Rio Grande into Texas some shouted,
“Send them back!” even though some
years ago President Reagan had said,
“We should not send these people
back to face death.”
A country of immigrants
In spite of the anti-immigrant voices, the United States is a country of
immigrants. From the first English
settlers who came to its shores for religious freedom and to find a home
where they could build a life, immigrants have streamed to its shores.
Thousands of immigrants were to
be seen on Staten Island. As they were
waiting to be processed by the immigration authorities, they peered
through the barriers at the Statue of
Liberty holding up her flame of freedom.

found in the English-speaking countries to whom God has added more in
territory, wealth and people than we
can imagine, and God is still adding to
Joseph. They come by plane and ship,
and some just walk across. Refugees
are still coming.
Many hate the strangers who keep
coming to our countries. But the Bible
is full of references to how Israel was
to treat the stranger:
“You shall neither mistreat a stranger nor oppress him, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt,” God told
Israel in Exodus 22:21.
How to treat strangers
Yes, we were strangers. Some of
our forefathers were refugees. Take
time to look at the many scriptures that
tell us how we are to treat strangers.
The best preparation you can have
to deal with the refugees God will
bring back to Palestine is to be truly
repentant. Truly repentant people
know what it is like to turn their back
on everything they ever had, including
their own lives.
As Peter said to Jesus, “We have
left all and followed You” (Matthew
19:27). Some of us have had to leave
families and friends. Some have lost
employment and had to move, become strangers in a strange place.

When Jesus comes and we will have to deal with
one of the greatest problems we will ever have
faced: taking care of refugees.
deal with the millions of refugees who
return to Jerusalem.
However, you can judge yourself.
Many of us live in America, the land
of the free and the home of the brave.
We have had more than 200 years of
dealing with refugees, and, unfortunately, at times we failed miserably.
The tears of American Indians
Some Americans were the cause of
a string of Native American refugees
who laid a “trail of tears” across parts
of our country as they were forced to
move, and move again and again.
Their tears—and blood and dried
bones—still cry out to the rest of us
who wonder how we could have been
so barbaric.
There have been anti-refugee Americans for as long as this nation has
existed: anti-Catholic, anti-Irish, antiGerman; anti-Pole, anti-Chinese, antiJapanese, anti-Mexican, anti-Latino.
Before and during World War II
America had a “quota” for how many
Jews would be allowed into the country. A handful were allowed. Many
remained stuck in Europe, where they
were brutally interned, then gassed
and burned. Six million Jews died in
Nazi Germany, while many countries
had “quotas.”
When, more recently, a man infected with the Ebola virus ended up in a
hospital in Dallas there was an uproar.
Some Christians said, “Why did he
have to come here?”

They knew what she stood for,
though they may never have read the
inscription on Liberty Island:
“Give me your tired, your poor,
your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free. Send these, the homeless
tempest, tossed to me. I lift my lamp
beside the golden shore.”
So, by their hundreds of thousands,
immigrants swarmed into the United
States of America. Wave after wave
arrived. The United States of America
is a nation of immigrants. Its arms
have been wide open to them.
Now, instead of a Statue of Liberty,
there is talk of a wall, like the Great
Wall of China. “We will build a wall
and the government of Mexico will
pay for it,” shouted one candidate for
the Republican nomination for president of the United States.
In spite of the anti-immigration rhetoric, immigrants have continued to
come into the United States. Why?
Because God had other plans.
God adds to Joseph
Way back in the book of Genesis
we read that Rachel, the favorite and
beloved wife of Jacob, finally had a
child, whom she named Joseph—for,
she said, “the LORD shall add to me
another son.”
She called her son Joseph, meaning
“added to.” The rest of Genesis tells
us how, in spite of the circumstances,
God added to Joseph.
Modern descendants of Joseph are

We’ve been there. We’ve had to do it.
We understand.
Good sermons recently heard
Recently I heard a few good sermons. They were not given in a
Church of God. I heard them over the
television. They were given by Pope
Francis on his recent visit to the
United States. The pope quoted Jesus,
who said in Matthew 25:34-36:
“Then the King will say to those
on His right hand, ‘Come, you
blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world: for I was hungry
and you gave Me food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; I was a
stranger and you took Me in; I was
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick
and you visited Me; I was in prison
and you came to Me.’ ”
Jesus continued in verses 37-40:
“Then the righteous will answer
Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see
You hungry and feed You, or thirsty
and give You drink? When did we see
You a stranger and take You in, or
naked and clothe You? Or when did
we see You sick, or in prison, and
come to You?’
“And the King will answer and
say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of
the least of these My brethren, you
did it to Me.’ ”

Practice makes perfect
Are we feeding the hungry? Are we
giving something to drink to the
thirsty? Would we take in a stranger?
Would we clothe the sick, visit those
in prison? This is practice for us for
the task that lies ahead: the task of taking care of refugees.
We haven’t always done that.
When Native Americans were plodding along the trails of tears, people
like us should have been there to dry
those tears. When African Americans
were marching from Selma to Montgomery we should have been there
marching with then.
I wish I could be in Turkey, Greece
or Hungary so I could help succor the
refugees coming out of Syria.
I cannot be there. I am too old. So I
do the one thing I can do. I get on my
knees and pray desperately for those
people. It matters nothing that they
may be Muslim or belong to some
Christian church of which I am not a
member. They are all the brothers, sisters and families of Jesus.
We are preparing for our future vocation: the task of helping people,
helping multitudes of people. We read
in Luke 14:12-14:
“Then [Jesus] also said to him who
invited Him, ‘When you give a dinner
or a supper, do not ask your friends,
your brothers, your relatives, nor rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you
back, and you be repaid.
“But when you give a feast, invite
the poor, the maimed, the lame, the
blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you
shall be repaid at the resurrection of
the just.”
Our calling
It is not wrong to have a meal with
friends. Jesus ate many meals with
His disciples. However, if that is all
we do, what reward is there for us, and
how can we ever experience what it is
like to reach out to strangers?
There’s a suffering world out there.
There are men, women and children
who need help. Some need food and
clothing. Others need encouragement.
This is our task. This is what Jesus
calls us to do.
So as you see stories about refugees
on your television or hear it on the
radio—which, undoubtedly, you will
hear about for many months to come—
do not think it is a far-off problem that
does not concern you. We all should be
concerned. We all should pray for
them. When we can, we should help.
Big problem
In the meantime we should practice
what Jesus said we should be doing:
We should take care of the stranger,
feed the hungry, give something to
drink to the thirsty, bind up the
wounded and encourage the brokenhearted.
That is our calling now, and this is
our preparation for our role when
Jesus comes and we will have to deal
with one of the greatest problems we
will ever have faced: taking care of
refugees!

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 2

feast days of Leviticus 23] and there is
nothing wrong with that. In fact, realizing that the days are not required and
they are fulfilled in Christ ‘makes the
celebration more meaningful.’ ” (I
have heard that Mr. has Tkach changed
his views on this. Unfortunate if true.)
“Mr. Albrecht said Saturday worship is permissible as long as people
don’t worship the day.”
The idea that it is necessary to
observe days (whether traditional or
biblical) or do anything else beyond
having faith in the crucified and resurrected Jesus Christ to be saved is
legalism.
As a child when I attended a Presbyterian church with my parents I

believed that observing the traditional
days including Easter and Christmas
was mandatory for salvation. I am
sure I was not the only one.
However, I have learned that God
through His grace overlooks legalism
in those who have accepted Jesus as
Lord and Savior, just as He does with
many, many other incorrect views. To
have salvation God asks that we
repent and accept Jesus’ sacrifice as
payment for the penalty of our sins,
not to get everything correct.
God does not require perfection to
be saved. If that were the case, not a
one of us could have salvation.
Mr. Tkach and Mr. Albrecht were
aware of legalism in the WCG but
seemed to be unaware that legalism in

one degree or another is present in most
churches including those that Hank
Hanegraaff deem to be “orthodox.”
I intend to continue to observe the
Sabbath and the days of Leviticus 23. I
do not worship the days, nor I do observe them because they are required
for salvation. I observe them because
they are rich in meaning to me.
The knowledge of God’s feast days
provides a marvelous adjunct to the understanding of the grandeur, the elegance and the magnificence of His plan.
The observance of days and associated rituals seems to me an inborn
need of man. Why not pay more attention to these days instead of those of
human invention?
Christmas, New Year’s Day, Good

Friday and Easter point to the birth,
crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus
but reflect little if anything of justification and sanctification, and nothing
of the receiving of the Holy Spirit, the
resurrection of the saints, the Second
Coming and other end-time events.
Moreover, the traditional days reflect only past events, while the meanings of biblical days are about equally
divided between both past and future
events.
Robert Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.
Dave, Steve and Ernest
Pages 14 and 15 of issue No. 175
resonated with me: the issue you had at

Dave Havir’s Feast site in Big Sandy
for distribution during the Feast.
I also appreciate the fact that you
have links to many sources on your
site, thejournal.org. It was nice to hear
Steve Collins and Ernest Martin
again. So now I’ll go check out abibofgod.com.
Rod Henson
Jayton, Texas
HWA wasn’t Pharaoh
Re “A JOURNAL Guest Editorial
Prompts D&R Discussion . . .”
As the Church of God movement
ages and matures, THE JOURNAL seems
to be getting more interesting.
Case in point is the dialogue that
See MORE LETTERS, page 21
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The functioning family is the best place to learn to get along
Continued from page 3

to describe a line of wisdom that has
come down through all of mankind’s
experience in the expression of art,
architecture and music.
This wisdom expresses a harmony
that is timeless because it never fails
to resonate with the human spirit, giving peace and completeness.
Golden family
Using Prince Charles’ analogy, I
suggest that in terms of human relationships perhaps the golden thread
might be the family.
Throughout history family has
been consistently the defining environment in which humans can develop to maturity.
Societal rules whereby the family
exists and survives may have undergone twists and turns, but no society
has survived for long without it. When
the family becomes dysfunctional, as
is frequently evident, society steadily
becomes chaotic and people descend
into hurt, anger and alienation.
Utter destruction
Interestingly, it is precisely the
breakdown of family that is biblically
prophesied to be the greatest source of
“utter destruction” to the planet.
Malachi 4:6 says, “And he [that is,
the prophet Elijah] will turn the hearts

of the fathers to the children, and the
hearts of the children to their fathers,
lest I come and strike the earth with a
curse [or utter destruction].”
Appalling though wars and natural
disasters are, the human race can
recover given time, but the disintegration of family causes the destruction
of the individual’s ability to formulate
relationships with other people, ultimately losing self-identity and actual-

comfort vital to human happiness as
the husband and wife, even without
children, create this environment for
each other.
According to Abraham Maslow, an
American psychologist who lived
1908-1970, the primary human needs,
after the physiological, are safety, belonging and acceptance.
In his famous “Hierarchy of Needs”
Maslow named physiological needs,

Boundaries between people are an important aspect of safety.
Belonging involves knowing others
in the group and having a certain
appropriate relationship and closeness
to some.
To belong, people need to know
from experience that their thoughts
and feelings are heard, acknowledged
and valued. If a thought or feeling is
not accepted by the group, the person

People need to know from experience that
their faults and weaknesses, indeed their humanity,
are not barriers to friendship.
ly losing sight of God.
This observation about Malachi 4:6
is not intended to be rocket science or
deep prophetic insight. It is simply a
truism.
Before family: marriage
Marriage is the basis of family.
Marriage is meant to create an environment in which safety, belonging
and acceptance are assured.
One can argue that this is more important initially even than the procreation of children. Safety, belonging
and acceptance lie at the roots of the

followed by safety, belonging-love,
esteem and self-actualization. Selfactualization is the achievement of a
person’s potential.
Let me clarify what I mean by safety, belonging and acceptance.
Boundaries beget safety
People need to feel safe in order not
to be worried or fearful. People thrive
when they are confident. Safety may
be seen as knowing what is expected
of one, the happiness to comply with
the group’s norms and feeling confident that one will not be attacked.

will close down and simply cease to
belong, even if he continues attending.
Who people are
Equally, of course, the individual
needs to be aware when the group
does not agree with some of his
thoughts and feelings. He either modifies his thoughts or the group accepts
the difference.
For acceptance, people need to
know from experience that their faults
and weaknesses, indeed their humanity, are not barriers to friendship.
Legitimate barriers to friendship

would be the need for boundaries
around us for safety. We cannot have
close relationships with everyone.
However, it is important that we
accept people for who they are, not because they are rich, famous, handsome,
intelligent or we like them because they
enhance our frame of reference.
When safety, belonging and acceptance are missing, people fail to develop, which leads to distrust, doubt,
guilt, inferiority, role confusion, isolation, stagnation and despair. Any of
these negative attributes may involve
hurt and anger.
Establishing healthy
characteristics
People may grow up with depression, which is an overarching state
that can mask anger, grief, loss or
powerlessness.
On the other hand, when a person
grows from infancy to adulthood and
then old age, healthy development establishes trust, autonomy, initiative,
industriousness, identity, intimacy,
generativity and integrity.
These are the fundamentals of
strong stable character, which I explained in another excerpt.
Next time we will examine the
functioning family as the best place to
learn to relate to other people.

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 20

started with Patt McCarty’s Christdriven, soul-baring sharing (in issue
No. 174) of the pain caused by his
submission to what he now believes to
have been a false doctrine, the then
“D&R doctrine” of Herbert Armstrong and the Worldwide Church of
God, in which previously married
folks had to separate to avoid adultery.
I read that article with intense interest and compassion, noting a sincere
processing of pain and experience remarkably free of bitterness, although
not completely so.
Still, any remaining shred of lingering blame or accusation was more
than understandable, and all I had was
admiration and respect for where Patt
had ended up.
I was almost inspired to write and
comment, but it took part two of this
discussion to trigger this response. In
reading the lengthy discussion with
editor Dixon Cartwright (in issue No.

176) I again felt Patt’s pain but this
time could not help but point out, welcome or not, one observation.
Patt shows remarkable honesty and
transparency by admitting that he believes Christ actually advocated HWA’s
position prior to His crucifixion.
While I don’t agree with his exegesis on that, I give him an A for effort—
again, based on his willingness to
openly share without any hint of guile.
What I do have to point out is that
Patt revealed he has yet to forgive
HWA personally for making the mistake of applying what Patt views as
Christ’s own position. Such forgiveness is possible when one goes to the
effort of following Christ’s clear command not to pass judgment.
Patt’s focus is on the heart, not the
head, and the ability of Christ to soften the hardness of our heart, a quote
related to the issue of divorce and remarriage.
If it was Ramona whom God used

to soften HWA’s heart, enabling him
to remove the burden he had placed
on his followers, then Patt might give
the praise to God for having done so
vs. imputing an evil motive to HWA.
After all, while HWA may not have
been Elijah, at least he wasn’t Pharaoh—because, in the end, he did let
those under this burden go.
Wade Fransson
Madison, Wis.
We were crazy back then
The Patt McCarty interview [in issue
No. 176, Aug. 31, 2015] about his experience with the Worldwide Church of
God’s former doctrine concerning divorce and remarriage (D&R) gave the
readers quite an insight into a young
couple having to break up a marriage,
because the church taught at the time
that a couple living together where a
previous marriage was involved was
living in adultery and therefore was
obligated to break up if they were to be

members of God’s church.
Many ministers at the time dreaded
asking prospective members if they
had a marriage previous to their present one, but because of church teaching they had to ask the question.
At the time of the change of the doctrine in 1974 Garner Ted Armstrong
posed the question: “Why did the 1stcentury church not have the same problem as today’s church since divorces
were as common in the Roman world as
ours? Why is it that we never read that
the apostle Paul broke up a marriage
because of a previous relationship?”
From that basis the church researched
New Testament teachings on the subject.
Mr. McCarty concluded his interview with the comment: “While we
can’t know what was in HWA’s mind
and heart at the time he rescinded his
D&R doctrine, my guess is its removal had more to do with Ramona
Martin than the Covenant of Grace.”
Many have repeated a similar senti-

ment that “Herbert hanged the doctrine so he could marry Ramona.”
However, earlier the ministry had
already reviewed her case and decided
she was free to marry.
Al Carrozzo at a Friday-night
Bible study in Pasadena in the early
’70s announced that decision. He
made the announcement to a Bible
study of employees of the church and
college since Ramona was at that
time an employee working on the
switchboard.
Soon after the ruling, the church, almost as if an unintended consequence,
experienced an upswing in divorces.
One young man, for example, explained that his parents had divorced and
both were in the church. At the time his
mother was about to remarry.
Different people commenting on
those times have said we were really
crazy back then.
Kemmer Pfund
Holly Lake Ranch, Texas.

The life of an embryo began when God created the first humans
Continued from page 3

the breath of life into his nostrils.
This was a one-off event. There is
no other situation recorded in the
Bible in which the Lord God breathed
the breath of life into someone’s nostrils and caused him or her to become
a living soul.
Eve the former rib
Eve, on the other hand, was not created by scraping up a batch of dirt or
breathing into her nostrils to cause her
to become a living soul.
In Eve’s case the Lord God merely
took some already-living cells from
Adam’s rib, removed the Y chromosome, duplicated the X chromosome,
turned on certain genes and turned off
certain other genes. The result was Eve.
God had divided Adam’s body into
two physically disjointed segments.
Nevertheless Eve was still just a chunk
of Adam’s body. Adam and Eve literally were one flesh.
In other words, Eve was with Adam
and Eve was Adam. God did not create a new life when he assembled Eve
from Adam’s living cells. It was just
that Adam had been expanded into
two separate living pieces.

Cain and Abel already alive
When did Cain’s life begin, and
when did Abel’s life begin?
There is no indication in the Bible
that God ever breathed into the nostrils of either of these two sons of
Adam and Eve. (Or their brothers or
sisters, for that matter.)
For each of Adam’s and Eve’s children there had to be an already-living
sperm cell from Adam’s body that

living children. It follows that there
was never a moment when a new life
began for Cain or Abel. The life they
possessed had already existed even
before they became zygotes.
Seven billion people
Those boys each had a new and
unique genetic code, that’s true, but
the life they had was something that
had been passed on to them from
Adam.

the present moment. There are about
seven billion human beings living
today, but God seems to have created
human life only once.
The life of each person living today
evidently began way back about 6,000
years ago, at the moment when the
breath of life was breathed into
Adam’s nostrils.
Arbitrary assumption
It is commonly believed that a per-

God did not create a new life when he assembled Eve
from Adam’s living cells. It was just that Adam
had been expanded into two separate living pieces.
merged with an already-living ovum
from Eve’s body to make a living
zygote.
The life in the sperm cell and the
life in the ovum were not new. That
life was merely a spreading out, a
propagation, of the life God had previously created in Adam. If the sperm
cell or ovum had not been alive, Adam
and Eve could not have produced any

(It’s important to emphasize that
Eve, and hence her egg cells, was part
of Adam’s body.)
Adam and Eve together passed
Adam’s life on to their children. Then
each child, in turn, passed that same
life on to the next generation. Then it
got passed on to the next generation
after that.
And so on and so on until we reach

son’s life does not exist before the
sperm cell unites with the ovum to
form a zygote. But that is an arbitrary
assumption that is not supported by
direct evidence.
It is important to understand the
difference between the two concepts.
One way of looking at the situation is
to assume that a new human life
begins at (or after) the moment when

the sperm cell penetrates the ovum.
(But this is not possible since the
zygote is merely a rearrangement of
the already-living cells of the ovum
and sperm cell.)
The other way is to consider the
possibility that human life was created
once and only once: at the moment
when Adam became a living soul.
The idea that life doesn’t begin
until the blastocyst implants in the
uterus is ridiculous. If a blastocyst is
not alive before implantation, then by
definition it must be dead. Obviously,
no dead blastocyst could ever develop
into a full-term baby.
(Dead sperm cells and/or dead ova
do not develop into living zygotes
either.)
Sperm cells, ova, blastocysts, embryos and fetuses are always referred
to in scientific literature as being alive.
Many millennia ago
So when we look at a newborn
baby we might ask when did that
baby’s life begin. The answer seems
to be: “That baby’s life began about
6,000 years ago, at the instant when
Adam became a living soul.”
No new human life has been created since then.
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Think of the Kingdom and the covenants as fractals

The writer is a 1984 Ambassador
College graduate who served in several European countries, as Feast
coordinator for the only Iron Curtain
Feast sites, in Poland, and as a minister in the Worldwide Church of God,
United Church of God, Church of God
an International Community, Legacy
Institute, and Church of God Southern
California.
In 2007 he voluntarily surrendered
his ministerial credentials. Now he
negotiates large technology contracts
while managing Something or Other
Publishing Co. and writing books on
the side.
By Wade Fransson
ADISON, Wis.—According
to FractalFoundation.org, fractals are “infinitely complex
patterns that are self-similar across
different scales.
They are created
by repeating a
simple process
over and over in
an ongoing feedback loop.”
All creation
is infused with
fractal patterns.
A leaf is a fractal of a tree; the Wade Fransson
spiral of a seashell is a fractal of a galaxy.
Particles form atoms and molecules
that aggregate up to bodies in similar
patterns and orbits, tiny solar systems
that ultimately form the galaxies.
The scale of a man is midway between the tiniest and largest objects he
can observe. He is composed of infinitesimal particles held together by a
mysterious force, a delicate dance of
energy and emptiness, that appears
human at our scale but, expanded
under a microscope, might well look
like a universe.
Perhaps the most astounding fractal
is God’s unfolding creation of the Kingdom of God, driven by covenants with
mankind. Covenants aggregate individuals with free will into collectives.
This occurs using the spiritual energies unleashed through the covenants.
Let’s look at this through a specific
and familiar example.

M

New Covenant fragmented
the church
At the center of my experience in
the collective once known as the
WCG was the way the so-called New
Covenant fragmented its unity.
The government-of-God doctrine
was a fractal covenant with its members, enforced by its ministers, of
whom I became one.
The bulk of the membership weathered many storms beating upon our
covenant with the “one true church”
from without and raging from within.
What I have always considered to
be a false dichotomy was wielded,
like Alexander’s sword, to cut through
the Gordian knot of our covenant with
the government of God.
I believe the hold of that flawed
covenant needed loosing. But the
choice of sword bears responsibility
for the scattering of the people. I’d
like to share what I believe is a unifying perspective.
The mustard seed
I opened this essay with the leaf as
a fractal pattern of a tree. Among the
many scriptures and parables about
the Kingdom of God sits the parable
of the mustard seed.
“Another parable put he forth unto
them, saying, The kingdom of heaven
is like to a grain of mustard seed,
which a man took, and sowed in his
field: Which indeed is the least of all
seeds: but when it is grown, it is the
greatest among herbs, and becometh a
tree, so that the birds of the air come
and lodge in the branches thereof”
(Matthew 13:31-32).
That’s a fitting illustration of how
God’s overall covenant unfolds, in
fractal patterns, to bring the Kingdom
about. If the big bang is the mustard

seed, the first clear indication of the
fractal pattern is in Genesis 1:14,
where He establishes great lights in
the firmament of heaven separating
light from dark and establishing signs,
seasons, days and years.
Adamic Covenant
The full celestial calendar encompasses the entire universe, and it
declares the full glory of God’s plan.
That framework establishes the first
covenant with man, because verse 16
says the “great lights,” along with the
stars, were put there to rule.
The Adamic Covenant grants man
(and woman) sovereignty right up to
the lesser light, the border of heaven,
the source of the signs mentioned in
verse 14.
That sovereignty comes through
submission to the light and turning
away from darkness, as illustrated by
the well-known (especially to ’80s-era
WCG folks) story of the two trees.
Some interpret the tree of life as the
sign of the Adamic Covenant. If so, it
seems to be the sign of the Edenic
Covenant, prior to the eating of the
forbidden fruit.
Both Jewish and Catholic sources
interpret the creation story as revealing the Sabbath as the sign of the
Adamic Covenant. This is similar to
the WCG view of Genesis, but I am of
a different opinion on that.
The sign of the Adamic Covenant
appears to have been set after the
choice made by those entering it, as
later with Noah’s rainbow.
I submit that it is the mark (Strong’s
H226—’ôwth—“sign,” “token”) of
Cain protecting sinners from being
murdered. This Sign apparently supported the greater expansion command of the covenant at that time, as
outlined in Genesis 1:28:
“And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the

Do not blaspheme God.
Do not murder.
Do not engage in incest, adultery
or bestiality, as well as pederasty or
other homosexual relations.
Do not steal.
Do not eat of a live animal.
Establish courts and a legal system to ensure obedience to the law.
Any non-Jew who adheres to these
laws is regarded as a righteous gentile,
assured a place in the world to come,
the final reward of the righteous.
We’ll come back to it as the fractals
unfold.
Laws empowered
sons of Noah
When the waters receded
after the Flood, mountaintops
appeared, another fractal
symbol related to the
expansion of the
Kingdom of God.
The establishment of laws would
empower the sons
of Noah to again
move towards building
Bab-El, with God’s blessing, as indicated by the
seventh law above.
Fast-forward to how the
current U.S. president used
the sign of Noah’s Covenant,
the rainbow, to glorify transgressing the fourth law. He lit the
White House in rainbow colors when
the Supreme Court of this country
overruled it.
This would appear to both portend
destruction and promise that it will be
less universal than in Noah’s day, because we’re several expansion and
consolidation covenants past the Noahide expansion.
Abrahamic expansion
Next comes Abraham. God had consolidated mankind to one family, but
now He again commands expansion.
“Now the LORD had said unto

Fractal prophecy
But let’s look at one example of
prophecy that incorporates some of
our fractal elements.
“The word that Isaiah the son of
Amoz saw concerning Judah and
Jerusalem.
“And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the
LORD’s house shall be established in the top of the
mountains, and shall
be exalted above the
hills; and all nations
shall flow unto it.
“And many
people shall go
and say, Come ye,
and let us go up
to the mountain of the
L O R D ,
t o the
house of
the God of
Jacob; and he
will teach us of
his ways, and we
will walk in his
paths: for out of
Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word
of the LORD from Jerusalem.
“And he shall judge
among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people: and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up sword
against nation, neither shall they learn
war any more” (Isaiah 2:1-4).
These old prophecies give us fractal glimpses into future covenants,
beyond what Christ brought at His
first coming.
While the Jews understood their
divine obligation to observe the whole
Torah—613 commandments—they
acknowledged their covenant did not
trump all past covenants. Others could

Perhaps the most astounding fractal is God’s unfolding creation
of the Kingdom of God, driven by covenants with mankind.
air, and over every living thing that
moveth upon the earth.”
The expansion energy of the Adamic
Covenant replenished the earth, but men
chose to gather, rather than disperse, to
make a name for themselves, notably
with the city called Gate of God—BabEl—which God renamed Babel.
Cain’s mark not binding
That fractal was a symbol of how
the earth became utterly corrupt and
will be carried forward all the way to
the book of Revelation with Babylon
the Great. But the mark of Cain did
not bind God, so He acted by deploying a consolidation covenant.
These fractal-pattern elements become clearer in consolidation as the
New Covenant consolidates the gains
of the Old.
“And, behold, I, even I, do bring a
flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of
life, from under heaven; and every thing
that is in the earth shall die. But with
thee will I establish my covenant; and
thou shalt come into the ark, thou, and
thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons’
wives with thee” (Genesis 6:17-18).
An important note for the audience
of THE JOURNAL is that rabbinic tradition (the Talmud) views the seven
laws of Noah as binding for the “children of Noah”; that is, all of humanity.
Six of the seven laws are exegetically derived from passages in Genesis, with the seventh being the establishing of courts.
Noahide laws
One source renders the seven Noahide laws as:
Do not deny God.

Abram, Get thee out of thy country,
and from thy kindred, and from thy
father’s house, unto a land that I will
shew thee” (Genesis 12:1).
It is a great expansion, with Abraham becoming the father of many
nations, through both Ishmael and
Isaac.
The token is a physical mark, circumcision, which though personal is
presumably less visible than Cain’s.
Expansion and consolidation
Expansion and consolidation are
reminiscent of breathing in and breathing out as God breathes new spiritual
life into mankind through a new covenant each time a prior covenant loses
its force through corruption.
Through Abraham’s Covenant, Joseph saved Egypt, but over time the
people of the covenant were overwhelmed by the power of the forces
aligned against it.
As Abraham’s descendants expand
around the planet, God implements,
through Moses, the next consolidation.
Moses introduces a new covenant
sign, the Sabbath. Circumcision, while
no longer the sign, is still required. It is
built into the fractal pattern, along with
the establishment of thrones, which
Joseph was close to and which key figures in these ongoing fractals will
build upon.
The tribes become a kingdom, then
two. The Northern Kingdom abandons
the sign entirely, and 10 tribes are lost.
Through Judah the sign will ultimately qualify, if you will, the descendants
of the Southern Kingdom to be refined
by fire to fulfill prophetic promises and
purposes.

be considered righteous by God by
living under the Noahide Covenant.
Thus the Jews understood the fractal nature of the covenants correctly,
unlike most Christians including most
of the COG movement.
False WCG dichotomy
Which leads me to one of the main
points in this brief overview. As I
said, the Old/New Covenant knife
wielded within the WCG was a false
dichotomy.
Before I comment further let me
touch on why the government-of-God
doctrine was wrong, regardless of
which covenant you were attached to.
For starters, way back in Deuteronomy 1:13 we read: “Take you wise
men, and understanding, and known
among your tribes, and I will make
them rulers over you.”
Clearly this is representative government. God ordained the structure,
but the people were to choose who
should occupy the offices.
There is also a division of power in
judges, officers and priests. There is
also the implementation of an economic system, based on property
grants and debt forgiveness, among
other things, as God establishes ever
more sophisticated laws for the betterment of what is becoming a growing
civilization.
No dictatorial top-down government
this. Just a series of covenants freely
offered to all of mankind, all of which
can freely participate in the establishment of the Kingdom of God in a variety of ways. An ebb and flow of failure
and advancement is established.
When Israel failed to deliver God’s

consolidated “city on a hill” another
expansion covenant was introduced.
Intensely personal
Circumcision had lasted through
two covenants, even though Zipporah
had called Moses a bloody husband
for requiring it. But it was now magnified and made honorable, an expanded fractal pattern that has grown
from the mustard seed into a majestic
pillar of light in the developing
Kingdom.
It’s still an intensely personal mark,
which ultimately requires more blood,
sweat and tears than the kind done on
the eighth day and even more private
and hidden.
Interestingly, Christ uses the law of
circumcision to explain how and why
the Sabbath can be broken with impunity, based on a greater covenant.
That leads us to the sign of the
Christian Covenant, which is also a
much more complex fractal.
Book recommendation
Just as the Sabbath had been a twoway marker, revealing God to Israel
and identifying Israel to God, so the
signs Christ gave were twofold.
You have the controversial sign of
Jonah identifying Christ and John
13:35 to identify His people: “By this
shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”
And the 613 laws are shed in favor
of Christ’s simple summation of that
love, allowing the massive expansion
needed for the next phase in the development of the mustard tree.
For those who wish to understand
more about how the sign of the Sabbath is handled in the Christian Covenant, I recommend Henry Sturcke’s
expensive and challenging, but excellent, book on the subject.
All nations as commanded
Under the banner of love, Christians
took the gospel message into all nations
and tongues as commanded. Abraham
and Moses are household names today
exactly because true Christians fulfilled
the prophecies related to that massive
expansion covenant.
Christian Covenant became corrupt
Then that covenant also became
corrupt, which brings us full circle.
Herbert Armstrong tried to perform
an Elijah-like work of consolidation,
returning people of the so-called New
Covenant to the true God.
He relied on the last three verses of
that “Old” covenant brought by Moses—about remembering the law, turning the hearts of the children to the
fathers, preparing a people to work
with a returning Christ in the wake of
the “great and dreadful day of the
Lord”—a global consolidation.
The corruption of the Christian
Covenant is due to followers’ failure
to adhere to divine law while trying to
abolish God’s covenant with Israel, a
false dichotomy.
The Jews had allowed that the
nations could be righteous, regardless
of recognizing Moses, but Christians
killed and condemned to hell those
who refused to recognize Christ.
Small wonder Mr. Armstrong’s covenant appealed to so many.
There is much more to be told,
about governmental models created
by the Brits and the Yanks: sophisticated, divinely blessed efforts to
establish Bab-El, using the flow of
energy unleashed by the expansion of
the “New Covenant.”
Meanwhile, God purified those adhering to the “Old Covenant”—the
Jews—by fire and returned them to
the Holy Land, as He promised.
Few followers of the Lamb—even
those supporting Israel—can explain
how the Lamb should be lying down
with the Lion of Judah and that the
law goes forth from Zion and the
Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.
Unfortunately I am out of space to
expand on that.
Perhaps next time.
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Allie Dart ‘optimistic about CEM’s future for several reasons’
Continued from page 1

Although the TCG’s board president at the time, Jon Coffee, told THE
JOURNAL back then that he was “not
aware of any member who is involved in a Hebrew-roots movement,” the phenomenon of Hebrewroots beliefs and practices within the
Churches of God seemed to lie at the
heart of Mr. Dart’s and two other elders’ concerns.
Mr. Dart, elder Larry Watkins and
TCG pastor John Reedy resigned their
membership in the TCG. In an interview
with Mr. Watkins and Mr. Dart in 2008,
Mr. Watkins told THE JOURNAL the three
men were worried about the congregation’s and its board’s interest in “Christian Judaism, sacred names, festivals in
different months and minimizing the
importance of the divinity of Jesus
Christ and His position in the Godhead.”
Mr. Watkins also referred to the latter as concern about “one-God stuff.”
The TCG still exists but under a different name: the Tyler Sabbath Fellowship, pastored by Gary Woodring.
After 2008
Since 2008 the congregation and
CEM have had no formal connection
with each other.
However, CEM does now sponsor a
weekly Sabbath service in CEM’s
office location in Whitehouse.
For much more about CEM and the
Darts’ history in the Churches of God,
see David Bonilla’s interview with
Mrs. Dart, below.
Mr. Bonilla is a member of the CEM
Fellowship Group.
The text of the interview includes
minor updates based on information
Mrs. Dart gave JOURNAL publisher
Dixon Cartwright on Oct. 22, 2015,
after Mr. Bonilla’s interview with her
on Oct. 13. THE JOURNAL’s questions, as
are Mr. Bonilla’s, are indicated as such
in the text.
__________
By David Bonilla
HITEHOUSE, Texas—David
Bonilla: Allie, I wanted to sit
down with you and ask you
about Christian Education Ministries—
CEM—and how you and Ron have
been involved in preaching the gospel
for decades.
Let’s start with this: How did you
and Mr. Dart meet?
Allie Dart: Ron was born on the day
Mr. [Herbert] Armstrong first went on
the air in Eugene, Ore.: Jan. 7, 1934.
His dad worked for the railroad and
sang gospel music in the Melody Four
Quartet in the Harrison, Ark., area. He
became unemployed and didn’t find
work in the Ozarks. So he moved his
family to Houston and found work.
Actually, my family moved from
Arp, Texas, to Houston within two
weeks of the Darts moving there in
1948.
The second year in Houston Ron and
I found ourselves in algebra class
together. The teacher seated us in al-

W

phabetical order, Dart in front of
Driver. Looking back on it, we feel this
was providential.
After [high-school] graduation Ron
went into the Navy. After boot camp he
was transferred to Norman, Okla.

Ron and Allie Dart in 2004

When he came home from boot camp
he gave me my engagement ring and
we got married Feb. 21, 1953, at the
young age of 19.
But it’s been a very good relationship where we complemented each
other down through the years. We
might say it was a match made in heaven. Ron is so grateful I’m here for him
during his illness.
Four Navy years
Mr. Bonilla: Allie, when did you
and Mr. Dart first learn of the Church of
God and its teachings? What brought
you into the church?
Mrs. Dart: Ron had just been discharged from four years in the Navy.

Baptist beliefs. It wasn’t long before
Ron applied for admission to Ambassador College.
AC history
Mr. Bonilla: Allie, could you tell me
which responsibilities of service Ron held
while he was in the [Radio Church of
God and the] Worldwide Church of God?
Mrs. Dart: Ron had two and a half
years of college prior to coming to AC.
Ambassador College accepted all of his
credits except his Bible courses. So Mr.
Armstrong let Ron graduate in two
years with the condition that he was to
take a year of graduate school.
We were sent to Chicago and
worked under Mr. Frank McCrady the
summer after Ron graduated from AC,
then back to Pasadena for that year of
graduate school. Then he was sent with
Mr. Wayne Cole to raise up churches in
Little Rock and Memphis.
It was on the Last Great Day that
year [1961] that Ron was ordained.
Mr. Armstrong brought Ron back to
Pasadena for a semester in January
because of a heart issue. Then he sent us
to England on the SS United States for
Ron to join the faculty of the Bricket
Wood AC campus to teach Epistles of
Paul, Old Testament Survey and speech.
After Dr. [Benjamin] Rea’s death,
Ron was made dean of students of the
Bricket Wood campus. Those were six
wonderful, growing years. We loved
England.
On to Pasadena
Mr. Ted Armstrong called early one
morning during the ministerial conference. It wasn’t our year to attend. I
answered the phone and I heard this voice
say, “Allie, this is Ted Armstrong. I’m
bringing you and Ron back to Pasadena
for Ron to head up the foreign work. I
want you to catch the next plane out.”

istrator in Big Sandy in those days was
known as the deputy chancellor]. That
[beginning in 1973] was an enjoyable
and productive two and a half years.
Then it was back to Pasadena for
Ron to head up CAD [the church-administration department].
Again, Mr. Ted Armstrong took us to
dinner and told Ron that he wanted him
to take a sabbatical and get his Ph.D. so
he could be the chancellor of Ambassador College.
We moved to Austin for Ron to attend
the University of Texas. That’s when
things started falling apart. There seemed
to be no future in the WCG for us.
Joining the CGI
Mr. Ted Armstrong had been disfellowshipped [in 1979] and was living in
Texas where he began his own church,
the Church of God International. He
called one day and asked Ron to come
help him.
Ron finished that semester of college
and then we moved to Tyler, where I
sold real estate and Ron worked for the
CGI preaching and writing until he was
privy to things that left him unable to
remain with Garner Ted Armstrong.
It was at that point, in 1995, that
he resigned and started Christian Educational Ministries as a service organization.
One day Ron visited Gary Gibbons,
a radio engineer, who told Ron he was
a natural and should make a broadcast.
Gary offered to make the first broadcast
free to show Ron he could do it.
From there things started rolling and
we went on many radio stations in this
country and abroad.
Valuable materials
Mr. Bonilla: I understand that CEM
charges for some of its offers. How did
that happen?

‘I heard this voice say, “Allie, this is Ted Armstrong. I’m bringing
you and Ron back to Pasadena for Ron to head up the foreign
work. I want you to catch the next plane out.” ’
We moved from San Diego [Calif.] to
Abilene, Texas, so Ron could attend
Hardin Simmons University. We were
Baptist and Ron felt God was calling
him to the ministry. He wanted to study
the Bible.
While we were there we began hearing Mr. Armstrong on the radio. Also,
my recently deceased brother, Horace
Driver, worked in Sweetwater, Texas,
as a railroad dispatcher. He had recently come into the church [the Radio
Church of God] but was very eager to
share the truth with his family.
He stayed with us on weekends. Ron
was going to convert him back to being
a Baptist. Well, it didn’t happen that
way. They would study the Bible until 2
and 3 in the morning. As we all know
now, my brother didn’t return to the

In those days you said yes, sir, and
got on with it. A student helped me
pack and we were on our way to the airport by noon. Mr. Armstrong met us at
LAX [the Los Angeles airport] and told
Ron to sit down. After he was seated he
said, “I’m going to ordain you as an
evangelist.” That was in 1969.
Being over the foreign work [of the
WCG] meant a lot of traveling. Ron
went around the world three times and
I went around it twice. We were constantly making time changes while visiting all of the foreign offices.
Move to Big Sandy
Then one night Mr. Ted Armstrong
took us to dinner. He told Ron that he
was sending him to Big Sandy to be over
that campus [the chief on-site AC admin-

Mrs. Dart: It may surprise you to
learn that CEM gives away 90 percent
of its offers absolutely free. As Ron has
said, we give away all we can and sell
the rest.
If you think about it there is no
restriction in the Bible to selling biblical literature or books. David, did you
go to a store and buy the Bible you have
in your hand? So if CEM has valuable
materials you pay a minimum price for
and it helps you gain eternal life, how is
that different from going to LifeWay [a
bookseller] and purchasing a Bible?
Bibles wouldn’t be so plentiful and
accessible if someone didn’t sell
them—yes, charge for them. I remember a scripture that says, “Buy the truth
and sell it not.” If you can find some
place you can buy truth I suggest you

go get it, especially if it will help you
gain knowledge that will help you enter
the Kingdom of God.
CEM’s future
Mr. Bonilla: Allie, where do you see
things going from here with CEM?
Mrs. Dart: I’m very optimistic about
CEM’s future for several reasons. First,
exciting things are happening at CEM.
A few months ago we started social
media. It’s impressive what that medium is producing for CEM. It’s the way
of the future and we’ve jumped right in
to see how many people we can help
make it in God’s Kingdom.
Recently we put a critical eye on all
of our literature and updated text and
gave many a completely new and fresh
look. We added more color. This has
really produced more interest and
moved more articles, booklets, Bible
Study helps, etc., out of our office into
the hands of people who need them.
At the same time we lowered prices
to make them even more affordable.
Among other things, CEM has recently added seven new radio stations
in Florida and gone back on KCBS in
the [San Francisco] Bay Area where it
has the potential of reaching more than
a million listeners. We’ve been there
before but feel God is leading us to go
back into that area.
THE JOURNAL: We understand that
Mr. Dart is not able to record new
broadcasts of Born to Win. Are there
plans to feature other voices as presenters on the radio program?
Mrs. Dart: I don’t think we need to
discuss that at this point. But I would
say we’re certainly considering it at
some point.
THE JOURNAL: Although CEM was
not founded as a church per se, the
CEM Fellowship Group is a church, is
it not?
Mrs. Dart: We have Sabbath services so I guess you could call it whatever you want to.
We have a good group of hardworking people at CEM. Our mail and
income have been good. We’re very
optimistic about the future for CEM.
God is blessing the work being done at
CEM. We feel it’s upward and onward
from here with a focus on bringing
many sons to glory. You’re invited to
join and help us in our efforts to preach
the gospel.
THE JOURNAL: Besides Mr. Dart,
who are the hard-working people helping out at CEM?
Mrs. Dart: Linda Benton, Joshua
Voyce, Christina Groves, Kim Marsh
and I.
__________

Sabbath-service schedule
The CEM Fellowship Group meets
at 2 p.m. U.S. central time each Sabbath at 312 W. Main St., Whitehouse,
Texas. To listen to the service online go
to livestream.com, then search for
“Born to Win.”
To E-mail CEM and for other information go to borntowin.net.

Bob Thiel and Robert Coulter meet during a Denver visit
Continued from page 1

months ago. After that and additional
contacts, I determined it would be wise
to send Evans Ochieng and John Owak,
pastors in the Continuing COG, to meet
those Ghanaians
in August 2015.
I also worked
on matters related to supporting
Ghanaians in observing the Feast
of Tabernacles
this year, as well
as helping to
clarify doctrinal
issues related to
the Feast of Trum- Robert Coulter
pets and the Last
Great Day.
I hope Mr. Ochieng can go to
Ethiopia relatively soon to meet with
those interested.
Those groups in Ghana and Ethiopia
were not breaking away from the
Denver group, according to Mr. Burrell
(nor had I thought so, but wanted to
check).

Sometimes in name only
When I met with Mr. Coulter, he
explained there are groups that are
known as congregations of the CG7
but that such association is actually in
name only.
I mentioned to Mr. Coulter that there
were about 500 in the group in Ghana
whom we were starting to work with.

tered in other cities, such as the CG7
based in Meridian, Idaho) because he
has not yet moved to the Denver office
in his new role.
Preventing misunderstandings
My main interest in meeting with
CG7 Denver was to improve information on church history, pass on doctrinal
information, help prevent misunder-

did discuss the belief that God will call all.
Anyway, the meeting I had in person
with Robert Coulter was helpful and
productive, as were my previous telephone and E-mail contacts with him and
Calvin Burrell.
While we in the Continuing Church
of God believe we are leading the final
phase of the work at this time, we also
have cordial relations with many COG-

The meeting I had with Robert Coulter was
helpful and productive, as were my previous telephone
and E-mail contacts with him and Calvin Burrell.
He provided some of his insights to that
part of the world, and he and I discussed
our own respective visits to Kenya and
other parts of Africa.
While in Denver I was unable to
meet with Loren Stacey, new president
of the CG7 Denver. (There are many
CG7 groups and affiliations headquar-

standings, and reduce the possibility of
getting misled by pretenders to the COG
located in various parts of the world
while we in the Continuing Church of
God work to fulfill Matthew 24:14 and
Matthew 28:19-20.
We also discussed, but did not dwell
on, prophetic and other differences, but

related groups and cooperate on matters
of mutual interest around the world.
__________
Mr. Coulter’s visit to Big Sandy in ’08
Editor’s note: See also “Former CG7
President [Robert Coulter] Gives His
Understanding of History of Church of

God and Mr. Armstrong,” THE JOURNAL,
issue No. 132, dated September-December 2008.
THE JOURNAL, and Church of God
members in Big Sandy during a Q&A in
2008, questioned Mr. Coulter on several
historical and doctrinal points.
What can happen to babies?
One question that came up was
“What [according to official CG7 Denver doctrine] happens to people who
died in infancy or never heard the words
‘Jesus Christ’ in their lifetimes?”
Mr. Coulter responded that the “righteous” will be resurrected at the Second
Coming, and the remainder will not
be resurrected until the end of the 1,000
years.
“So what happens to people who are
resurrected after the 1,000 years?” a
writer for THE JOURNAL asked.
“Well, God will raise them and pass
judgment on them, and they would be
judged, in a sense, and annihilated,” Mr.
Coulter responded.
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Notes and quotes
Frank Scherich dies
GEORGETOWN, Texas—
Frank Scherich, 81, died Oct. 1,
2015, during the Feast of
Tabernacles
in Galveston,
Texas, in a traffic
accident.
Mr. Scherich,
an elder in the
Intercontinental
Church of God,
Frank Scherich
was attending
the ICG’s Feast observance in
Galveston when his pet dog,
Buddy, ran into traffic and Mr.
Scherich was hit by a vehicle
while attempting to rescue
the pet.
Mr. Scherich shortly thereafter died. The dog was injured
but survived.
Mr. Scherich served as a pilot
for Garner Ted Armstrong in the
1970s in California and Texas.
See Mr. Scherich’s obituary
on page 12 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.
Bob Fahey dies
HINSDALE, Ill.—Robert
Fahey, 75, an elder in the
United Church of God, died
unexpectedly
during the Feast
of Tabernacles
on Oct. 11, 2015,
while recovering
from a heartstent-related
medical
Bob Fahey
procedure.
See Mr. Fahey’s obituary on
page 5 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.
New president of
CG7 Denver
DENVER, Colo.—The Church
of God (Seventh Day) headquartered in Denver has a new
president, Loren Stacey, replacing the president of many years,
Whaid Rose.
THE JOURNAL plans to publish
details of the church’s changing
of the guard in a future issue.
Meanwhile see Bob Thiel’s
report on the Denver CG7 and
his recent communication with a
past CG7 president, Robert
Coulter, beginning on page 1 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.
Lexington Winter Family
Weekend
LEXINGTON, Ky.—Everybody’s invited to the annual
Winter Family Weekend in
Lexington scheduled for Dec.
23-27, 2015.
“The inspiring church
services and insightful seminar
speakers, together with athletic
and social events, promise an
exciting weekend for the entire

family,” reads a press release
about the event.
Besides church services,
seminars and fellowship, the
activities will include basketball,
volleyball, board games, soccer,
flag football, table tennis,
roller-skating and a special
“kids-only zone.”
For more information write
organizer Jim O’Brien at
jimobri@gmail.com or phone
(513) 755-0040.
One-God Seminars
RENTON, Wash.—Ken
Westby’s 13th annual One-God
Seminars will happen Nov. 7-8,
2015, in Renton, near Seattle.
Speakers this year will
include Noel Rude, Anthony
Buzzard, Carlos Xavier, Robert
Sackett, Ray Gebauer, John
Lemley, Edwin Pund, James
Townliand and Mr. Westby.
For more information see an
announcement on page 18 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL, and
visit the Association for
Christian Development’s website, acd.org.
Buyer of Big Sandy
campus investigated
OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla.—
Reports from several
news media say that U.S.
federal investigators are looking
into the David and Barbara
Green family, founders of the
Hobby Lobby arts-and-crafts
chain of stores.
Allegations are that Hobby
Lobby smuggled ancient
artifacts into the country
illegally, The Daily Beast and
other sources report.
The Green Family Trust
bought the former Ambassador
University campus in Big Sandy
in 2000 and sold it for a token
amount (said to be $1) to the
ministry of Bill Gothard of La
Grange, Ill.
Mr. Gothard is said to operate
several varieties of Christian
ministries, and one of them is
the International ALERT (Air,
Land Emergency Rescue
Training) Academy, which
operates the campus as a
military-style training school for
young men.
The probe of Hobby Lobby is
based on a 2011 shipment of
200-300 small clay tablets
inscribed in cuneiform.
The Greens are deeply religious evangelical Christians, and
the tablets were to be a part of
their planned Museum of the
Bible, scheduled to open in
Washington, D.C., in 2017.
Museum President Cary
Summers confirmed the seizure
of the tablets and the federal
investigation, according to The
Daily Beast.
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Broadcaster learned storytelling in WCG
By Mac Overton
IG SANDY, Texas—Glynn Washington, host of National Public
Radio’s popular show Snap Judgment, told about his days growing up
in the Worldwide Church of God.
He was interviewed by interfaithradio.org on Oct. 8, 2015.
Mr. Washington’s experience, he
said, was mostly negative but did result in his learning “to be a storyteller,” which helped his career later
in radio.
Mr. Washington left the WCG
when he was in his late teens, presumably in the 1980s.
From the interview, it’s unclear
whether he was baptized.

B

would come in 1987.
He pointed out that so far the WCG
record on prophecy is perfect: not a
single thing that leaders predicted has
come to pass.
Mr. Washington claims that
the healing doctrine—avoiding
doctors and relying solely on
anointing,
prayer and faith
for cures—contributed to the
death of his father.
The broadcastGlynn Washington
er, who is black,
criticized the British Israel teaching:
that the descendants of the lost 10
tribes mainly comprise the American

ery), “If you think the 1980s will end
without seeing the return of Christ, you
got another think coming.”
Mr. Washington said that in those
days he had a heady feeling of “real
power” because he believed he had special knowledge that people outside the
church didn’t have.
In answer to the interviewer’s question he said he believes the WCG
robbed him of his childhood.
He said a lesson that came from his
years in the WCG was “that it’s not
something that happens but how you
look at it that’s important,” which
helped develop his yarn-telling talent.
Asked if he had gleaned any other
benefit from his Worldwide experience, he said he had learned to dance.

BI, healing, fleeing
Who wrote the Bible?
Problems he had specifically were
British-Israelism, the healing docMr. Washington said “sometrine of the church in those days
thing clicked,” leading him to
and the place-of-safety teaching Problems he had with the WCG make the final decision to part
combined with related apocalypways with the WCG, after he read
were British-Israelism, healing a book that “elaborated” on who
tic teachings.
A blurb promoting the interwrote the Bible.
and apocalyptic teachings.
Someone from Interfaithradio.
view stated that “when a preacher
org asked the current WCG, Grace
says the world is going to end
Communion International, to
next week—and it doesn’t—
there’s only one way to keep people and British peoples today. He said comment. A GCI spokesman gave its
believing, and that is to tell them a blacks in the WCG were made to feel standard public-relations line that, after
good story.”
that their value as Christians was due the death of WCG founder Herbert W.
Armstrong, in 1986, the church went
Mr. Washington’s memory is off to their “proximity” to whites.
through a decade of major doctrinal
slightly. For example, he said the
change and renamed itself.
church taught that it would flee in Foghorn Leghorn
Mr. Washington quoted an unnamed
To listen to or download the inter1974, not 1972 or 1975.
He also said some minister put up a minister in his congregation who said view, titled “Learning the Craft of
chalkboard at church and “proved” (and here Mr. Washington assumed a Storytelling From an Apocalyptic Cult,”
through calculations that the end Foghorn Leghorn huffy-voice deliv- go to tinyurl.com/glynn-washington.

Family imprints determine love framework
Continued from page 3

reached out to you:
Your family did not meet the following needs at all.
Your family met the following
needs in a distorted way.
Your family met the following
needs in a balanced way.
Take a gander
Let’s briefly look at the six needs.
No. 1: Affiliation.
The need for affiliation is the need
for belonging and acceptance in a
group. Everyone has a need to bond.
Positive affiliation benefits both parties. Healthy families maintain mutual bonds.
No. 2: Acceptance.
The need to be accepted (the opposite of being rejected) is powerful in
each of us. You will want it from
everyone who is important to you
while you are growing up. You will
want the acceptance given in such a
way that it makes you feel on the

inside that you are okay. It validates
you as worthwhile. It makes you feel
loved, secure and valuable.
No. 3: Attention.
In healthy families everyone
gets attention. In unhealthy
families the attention is conditional. Unhealthy families give
attention to the child or person
they want to reward.
No. 4: Affection.
In healthy families, touching and other demonstrations
of affection are natural and
continuous. Two key words:
natural and continuous.
Natural means not exaggerated or forced. They
are not offensive to the
other party.
No. 5: Affirmation.
Affirmation is connected
to acceptance. In a functional
family everyone is valued. Everybody counts. And everybody is affirmed.

No. 6: Competence.
Healthy families recognize competency, believe in it, and encourage
each person to develop his gifts.
Healthy families do not compare
one against the other.
John wrote
I concluded the sermon with
two verses.
“Behold what manner of
love the Father has bestowed
on us, that we should be
called children of God!
Therefore the world does
not know us, because it
did not know Him” (1
John 3:1).
“Beloved, now we are
children of God; and it has
not yet been revealed what
we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be
like Him, for we shall see Him as He
is” (verse 2).
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