
By Mac Overton

HAWKINS, Texas—Contro-
versy that began in June
2015 continues over a sign

on U.S. Highway 80 at the east side
of Hawkins that states JESUS WEL-
COMES YOU TO HAWKINS. The town’s
residents are divided
in their opinions of
the sign.

Mayor Will Rog-
ers, owner of the Will
Rogers Coffee Co.
restaurant, construct-
ed and erected the
sign a few years ago.

Some town resi-
dents recently held a
rally asking people to
sign a petition to
remove Mr. Rogers
from office. They oppose policies of
Mr. Rogers, not just the sign.

At a Aug. 17 city-council meet-
ing, people from out of town were
among those in attendance to sup-
port the sign, although the sign
wasn’t on the official agenda.

KSLA-TV, Shreveport, La., re-
ported that Christi McLester of
Edom, Texas, said: “Initially I start-
ed reading about the Jesus sign and
the complaints to get it removed. I
get tired of the atheist organizations
gaining ground.”

Ms. McLester said she did not go
to the city’s meeting to support the
sign, but she feels “like the mayor is
being discriminated against because
he is a Christian,” KSLA quoted.

The sign first drew criticism in
June from the Wisconsin-based non-
profit group Freedom From Religion

Foundation. FFRF attorneys de-
manded the removal of the sign be-
cause they said it sits on city proper-
ty, which they say is a violation of
the establishment clause of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Consti-
tution, which prohibits government

from promoting a particular reli-
gion, KSLA said.

FFRF staff attorney Sam Grover
wrote to the mayor in June, saying
the sign sends the message that the
city endorses a particular religion,
The Big Sandy & Hawkins Journal
reported.

“Yet imagine the public outrage
had the city posted a sign saying
MUHAMMAD WELCOMES YOU TO HAW-
KINS,” Mr. Grover wrote.

Mayor Rogers said he doesn’t
think the petition will hold up in
court because the sign is actually on
private property, KSLA reported.

Meanwhile, scores if not hun-
dreds of smaller, but similar, banners
and signs are showing up around
Big Sandy and other nearby towns,
apparently in support of Mr. Rogers’
and other Hawkins residents’efforts.

By Dixon Cartwright

An editorial in JOURNAL issue
No. 174 (June 30, 2015) has
inspired a higher-than-average

level of comments among readers and
bloggers.

“The Fruits of D&R? They Were
Not Good,” by Patt McCarty, about
his painful experience of living under
the old Worldwide Church of God’s
divorce-and-remarriage doctrine, fo-
cused on an aspect of Church of God
history that many (but not all) COG
members agree should never have
happened.

Under the D&R doctrine, many
hundreds if not thousands of prospec-
tive Radio/Worldwide Church of God
members were counseled to separate
from their spouses because of a previ-
ous marriage that left one or both of
them “bound” to the earlier marriage
partner.

Not only that, but frequently one or
both of the spouses then were not eli-
gible to remarry under the doctrine,
because the doctrine reflected the

belief that someone bound in marriage
could not be unbound unless his or her
former spouse had died.

1974 reform movement
THE JOURNAL has reported on Ken

Westby’s efforts to lead a reform
movement to lobby for a change in
that doctrine. Mr. Westby, who led
what was called by some the 1974
East Coast Rebellion, tried to influ-
ence Herbert and Garner Ted Arm-
strong to change the doctrine.

Mr. Westby’s efforts were unsuc-
cessful at the time, although it wasn’t
long after he was kicked out of the
church and disfellowshipped and
marked that the WCG hierarchy did
change the D&R doctrine.

(See details of the “rebellion” that
inspired about 10,000 people to leave
the WCG in “Would-Be Church Re-
former Recalls Efforts to Revise
Seven Worldwide Church of God
Doctrines in 1974,” issue No. 154,
dated Aug. 31, 2013.)

Patt McCarty’s experience with

D&R (divorce and remarriage) oc-
curred several years before Mr.
Westby’s. Mr. McCarty, now 75, ar-
rived on the Texas campus of Am-
bassador College in 1965 as a 25-
year-old freshman who had just
divorced his wife, to whom he was
happily married, because of the D&R
doctrine.

He became a freshman student in
Big Sandy. She traveled to and be-
came a freshman student on the Cali-
fornia campus.

For the article two issues ago that
gives what Mr. McCarty calls his “tes-
timonial” about D&R and also his
views on law and grace, see issue No.
174, dated June 30, 2015.

Class of ’69
In recent weeks Mr. McCarty and

this writer (who were roommates dur-
ing and immediately after their AC
student days; they both graduated in
1969) have talked about his article
and the Internet buzz in the aftermath
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A Journal guest editorial prompts D&R and
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DELAWARE, Ohio—A young
member of the Living Church
of God, based in Charlotte,

N.C., died Aug. 2, 2015, while serving
as an assistant counselor at a youth
camp in Ohio sponsored by the church.

Morgan Montgomery, 19, of Ade-
laide, Australia, was floating in the
Alum Creek Reservoir in Ohio after
waterskiing when she was hit by a
high-speed motor boat whose driver
failed to see her.

Divers located Miss Montgomery’s
body the next day, after searching
more than 24 hours.

She and other campers had been
staying at the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica’s Camp Lazarus, midway between
Lewis Center and Delaware, Ohio.

The boater who hit Miss Mont-
gomery was not identified in news
reports but was said to be cooperating
with investigators.

Miss Montgomery’s parents, Mr.
and Mrs. Martin Montgomery, flew in
from Australia for a memorial service
Aug. 9.

Her father addressed the campers
and camp staff during the service. The
following are excerpts of his remarks:

“So you are all Morgan’s friends.
From time to time I get a little upset.
Don’t worry about it. Just give me a
moment and we’ll keep on . . .

“She was a beautiful girl . . . We
raised her to be a godly young woman
and you think, well, this is what we
want for our children too, to be raised
as a godly young child and to grow into
a godly person and to die in the faith.

“And she did. She overtook us.
We’re not ready. I’m not ready. But
she’s there . . . We’re happy that she
was baptized, . . . as Dr. Meredith
reminded us, for 19 days.

“She was always astoundingly faith-
ful for such a young person . . . She said,
‘Dad, I hope you don’t take this the
wrong way but I’m glad we’re doing it
[the baptism] where we are. I don’t want
it to be under your roof because I’m
doing this. It is my decision’ . . .

“When one part of the family hurts,
we all hurt . . . Come and say hi. Come
and tell us stories about Morgan.
Come and tell us about the good
times. You know, she loved camp . . .

“One of the reasons why it’s easier,
if that’s the right word, is because she
didn’t have any problems . . . She
loved everyone and she loved God . . .
And now she’s there . . .

“One of the analogies that [the
Bible] draws is of us being fruit, first-
fruits . . . It’s beautiful, but if it’s left
on the tree the birds can peck it, it can
fall, it can be bruised. When fruit is
ripe, it needs to be picked. And I think
that’s what happened.”

The church has set up a fund in
Miss Montgomery’s memory to pro-
vide scholarships and transportation
for young people to participate in
youth camps and other church-spon-
sored activities.

Donations may be sent to Living
Church of God, Morgan Montgomery
Memorial Youth Fund, P.O. Box
3810, Charlotte, N.C. 28227, U.S.A.

LCG and her father remember
teenager who died during camp

Legacy founder defends lèse majesté
By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—This writer
for THE JOURNAL, in view of
recent news coming out of

Thailand, asked Legacy Institute found-
er Leon Sexton of Chiang Mai, Thai-
land, to comment on lèse majesté.

Lèse majesté refers to the existence
of laws in some countries against any
offense against the “dignity” of the
rulers of the country, in Thailand’s case
King Bhumibol and Queen Sirikit.

A recent example: Pongsak Sri-
boonpeng, 48, was sentenced to 60
years in prison for posting messages
and pictures on Facebook critical of
the monarchy.

In return for pleading guilty, the

court reduced the sentence to 30 years.
For many years, beginning with

Worldwide Church of God founder
Herbert Armstrong, various Church of
God leaders have been friends with the
royal Thai couple, with the COG peo-
ple participating in humanitarian proj-
ects promoted by the king and queen.

Here is an excerpt of THE JOUR-
NAL’s questions for Mr. Sexton re-
garding lèse majesté:

“Cannot the king and queen step
in and stop something as barbaric as
sentencing someone to prison for 60
years for hurting royalty’s feelings?

“And what does it say about COG
folks and ministries who are closely
associated with the royal couple and

thus seeming implicitly to broadcast
the notion that such behavior is ac-
ceptable and somehow in line with
the very mind of God?”

In response Mr. Sexton sent THE
JOURNAL a statement about lèse ma-
jesté and his friends, the royal Thai
family. It is as follows:

“Why does Thailand have such
strict lèse majesté laws?

“Trying to understand the reason for
Thailand’s strict laws against disparag-
ing the royal family is hard for the
American mind to grasp. This lack of
understanding is due to many reasons.
Our American perspective is very dif-
ferent than the Thai perspective.

Jesus welcomes you to Hawkins

This is the last issue of THE
JOURNAL until after Taberna-
cles. The next issue, No. 177,

will be a combined one dated
September-October 2015.

Also, on page 4 is the current
update to the list of Feast of Taber-
nacles sites. This is the last listing
for this Gregorian-calendar year.

Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellow-
ships will meet this year at several
hundred Feast sites, with most ob-
servances beginning the evening
of Sept. 27.

Beginning within the next few
issues, THE JOURNAL will run re-
ports on readers’ Feast obser-
vances for 2015. You’re invited to
send yours in.

Mail your article to Feast Re-
ports, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or E-mail it
to info@thejournal.org.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are welcomed.

This is the last
issue until

after the Feast

REST IN PEACE—Morgan Montgomery, 19, of Adelaide, Australia, is pictured dur-
ing a summer camp sponsored by the Living Church of God, based in Charlotte, N.C.,
shortly before she died in a boating accident on a lake in Ohio on Aug. 2, 2015. See
the article on this page of THE JOURNAL. [Courtesy photo]

See THE PRECROSS JESUS, page 20

See WILL THERE BE, page 24

WELCOME SIGN—The controversial JESUS WELCOMES YOU

TO HAWKINS sign is six miles from Big Sandy. In the background
is the Will Rogers Coffee Co. restaurant, whose owner, the
mayor of Hawkins, constructed and erected the sign. [Photo
by Dixon Cartwright]
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Upside down

Dave Havir must be commend-
ed for his courageous article in
issue 171 [March 31, 2015].

He wrote about servant leadership.
This article should have resonated
with all who contend for the faith that
was once delivered unto the saints.

The title of the article was right on,
“The Old Class System’s Roots Run
Deep.” So deep, in fact, it seems that
most who responded missed the word
servant in the phrase servant leader-
ship, as well as the deeper meaning of
this remarkable article.

We had the system upside down
back in the days of Worldwide be-
cause only a precious few understood
what a servant is to do.

A major part of the foot-washing at
Passover is the lesson that Jesus made
Himself a servant as an example that
we must pursue. He went so far as to
lay down His life for us.

How many of us are willing to put
everything on the line to help a broth-
er or sister into the Kingdom? That’s
being a true servant.

There were so many excellent points
that must be considered. Thanks, Dave.
It needed to be said.

Warren Zehrung
Little Rock, Ark.

Ken Westby’s commentary
I appreciated and enjoyed Ken

Westby’s commentary [“Splits Hap-
pen, Even to One True Churches”] in
the July JOURNAL [issue No. 175] very
much.

In 1974 I bought into the claim that
he was a rebel. Ironically, in 1974 I al-
ready knew that Dr. Roderick Meredith
and Dr. Herman Hoeh did not agree on
who the original intended recipients of
the book of Hebrews were.

I had asked Dr. Meredith about it
after hearing his explanation and dis-
covered he had not read the booklet
where Dr. Hoeh’s explanation was.

And, also ironically, I had decided
that that was okay.

In 1974 I had also decided that the
ministry was not somewhere I wanted
to go. As a member I could be free to
think and believe as I understood God’s
Word. As a minister I would have to
teach the official line.

In 2015 I think Ken Westby would
have been a wonderful mentor. Based
on some other thoughts expressed in
the article, I think that he and I would
disagree on quite a number of points
of doctrine. I think he and I would
think that that was okay.

Grace and peace.
Alexander Thomson

1245 Lake Charles Dr.
Roswell, Ga. 30075

God’s miracles aren’t natural
Regarding Pallant Ramsundar’s

article [“Solved: The Mystery of Josh-
ua’s Long Day and Hezekiah’s Sun-
dial Going Back Ten Degrees,” THE
JOURNAL, page 16, issue No. 174,

dated June 30, 2015]:
There is no evidence that a sun loop

ever occurred.
2 Kings 20:9 makes no reference to

the sun. It is the shadow that went
back, not the sun. Even though the sun
was shining on it, the shadow went
back for a miracle for Hezekiah.

Joshua 10:12-14: This again was a
miracle from God. It was a whole day.

Let us believe God, not the theoret-
ical concoctions that classify God’s
miracles as natural occurrences.

P.S. to Mrs. Engelbart: I would love
to meet you, Tina, but you couldn’t
stand me. I’m the world’s greatest
male chauvinist.

Lawrence Mumme
Tucson, Ariz.

Hats off to Tina
I’m 71 years old and I’m handi-

capped and I’m left-handed.

I was reading THE JOURNAL the
other day and I came across an article
by Tina Engelbart. It was splendid,
and it followed my beliefs almost to
the point, in fact beyond my concepts.

The article was well articulated.
She used a professional method of ex-
plaining every point she made.

I certainly believe that Eve was cre-
ated to be equal with Adam, and wom-
en today certainly fit the bill.

If a man and woman work together
as a family, there is no stopping that
family.

I’ll read the article several more
times and wonder what kind of a
lucky husband you have that he
should be so blessed to have such an
intelligent and insightful wife.

My hat goes off to you, Tina Engel-
bart. Keep up the good work!

If I knew you better I’d tell you
about my beliefs about Mother Mary.
Whatever happened to her? I’ll bet
you have an opinion.

Richard Mosier
Burlington, Vt.

Home run
Tina Engelbart scores

yet another home run!
Her explanation of Gen-
esis 3:16 [“What Re-
ally Happened in the
Garden of Eden?” in

issue No. 174] is abun-
dantly clear, yet it will be

resisted. I think this push-
back speaks to broken
man’s penchant for want-
ing to subjugate others and
to be over others.

Jesus warned against
that attitude in Matthew 20:25-28. If
we take His words literally, then if a
husband really believes he should be
first he should be his wife’s slave.

I wonder if Ms. Engelbart’s critics
will offer any examples of husbands
truly being slaves to their wives (in
addition to their criticism or dismissal
of her argument).

Kudos to Ms. Engelbart for striking
another one right out of the ballpark
and to you for publishing it!

Reginald Killingley
Big Sandy, Texas

Frugal but happy
Through reading THE JOURNAL we

have come to know about more ac-
tivities and gospel works from around
the world.

Kachinland and the United States
of America are very, very far-apart
countries. It is amazing that THE

JOURNAL can reach Kachinland with-
out delaying. But I have noticed that
the postage fee is more than four U.S.
dollars per issue!

This is a very, very big amount for
us. My family uses only US$20 per
month for our food. Our main foods
are only rice and vegetables.

Even though we are a very poor
family, we are all very much happy
every day because our Almighty God
provides for us our daily foods mirac-
ulously.

In this year we hope to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles in our hometown
if political conditions are better.

Until today a cease-fire agreement
has not succeeded yet between Burma
and Kachinland.

Pastor and Mrs. Lazum Brang
Gospel ministers and

frontier evangelists
Lake Indawgyi Region,

Kachinland

Faith and grace
Faith plays an important role in

serving God. He will test our faith
over and over until we get it right
because He wants to see us successful
and bringing God’s glory in showing
the world His power and love.

His grace is sufficient.
Brandon R. Holve

Visalia, Calif.

Come visit New York
This is an invitation for you to

come up to New York and visit the
offices, printery and education center
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses.

You will find this to be an exquisite
delight and an experience you will
want to share with others including

readers of THE JOURNAL.
Yes, come see how Bibles and Bi-

ble literature are translated into more
than 700 languages and distributed
worldwide.

Call (845) 306-0200 at least three
weeks prior to visiting.

James Bandy
Angleton, Texas

Open and closed doors
God prepared the way for the

preaching of the gospel before the
start of Christ’s ministry. Should we
not expect that to happen again before
the start of the Millennium?

That is the purpose of the place of

safety, to prepare a force not only to
govern but to teach and put into prac-
tice the virtues of God.

The Philadelphian attitude is much
touted as the one to have, but how
many realize there are two attitudes
depicted in the verses of Revelation
3:7-13. Those verses, while addressed
to the church, show those willing to
go through the door in spite of being
influenced by church members who
comprised the synagogue of Satan.

As evidenced in the following era,
the Laodicean members no longer
have an open door. The only one who
could close it is Christ.

The synagogue of Satan through
strong delusion (1 Thessalonians 2:11)
has torn apart the church. It behooves
us to stir up that first-love attitude: that
one of unity.

Do any know of any online sites
where one can make weekly or bi-
weekly article submissions? Anyone
with such information is invited to
E-mail me.

Henry Doris
itstimecog@hotmail.com

Fly off the wrong handle
Of what are we afraid? This is a

question Dave Havir asked in a recent
JOURNAL column.

I suggest most Christians are un-
willing to the point of distress to con-
sider they and/or their group may have
the wrong handle on Bible truth.

Do people really study the Bible to
see what it teaches? Do not most peo-
ple try to see the Scriptures only as
someone has told them they should?

I find Christians to be hesitant to
contemplate the implications of scrip-
tures like “Do unto others . . .” People
do not seem comfortable to consider
such scriptures without including end-
less doctrinal baggage.

I am suggesting we are all more or
less afraid “the truth” might not fit our
box comfortably.

Growth is change. We’re going to
need to be led into many personal
changes in our priorities before we
can be known by our love for anyone
including ourselves.

Most of our dogma makes few
changes possible. Do we love our

stagnant traditional dogma and self-
justification more than just about any-
thing else and fear changes?

The person Dave spoke of who re-
ceived one talent did not want to
accept the opportunity and responsi-
bility his lord was giving him and
change his status quo. Will Christ find
people living faith or people playing
church, drowning in assumptions and
Bible trivia and afraid or ashamed to
act as Christians should act?

We seem to want to redefine words
to fit our own agendas. For example,
we try to define faith doctrinally and
expect God to jump because we are
observant of the “true doctrines,”
hence making God our servant rather
than our being His servants.

Any blessing we receive we have a
tendency to see as because of our doc-
trinal worthiness rather than His gra-
ciousness to us.

In a quest to be legalistically per-
fect we may actually be going farther
from God’s grace than closer to it.

Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
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‘My hat goes off to you, Tina Engelbart. Keep
up the good work! If I knew you better I’d tell

you about my beliefs about Mother Mary.’

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-488-
6603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

Please let THE

JOURNAL know
when you move

Please send your old and new addresses to
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or to the appropriate address listed in the box
at the top of this page. Or you may fax 1-888-
488-6603 or E-mail info@thejournal.org or
leave a voice message at 1-866-949-7294 to
report your address change.

Please notice

V iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay, cartoon or other feature in
THE JOURNAL are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and
should not be viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor

do they necessarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, let-
ters and features are presented in the interest of furthering communication and dis-
cussion among readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters
and articles of response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.
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The writer is a professor in the
Department of Religious Studies at the
University of North Carolina at
Charlotte. He
previously held
positions at Am-
bassador Col-
lege, the Univer-
s i ty  of  Notre
Dame and the
College of Wil-
liam and Mary.

Dr. Tabor wrote
several books in-
cluding Paul and
Jesus: How the
Apostle Transformed Christianity, The
Jesus Dynasty and Why Waco?

See a tribute to Garner Ted Arm-
strong, “ ‘The Voice’ Was My Greatest
Influence,” by Dr. Tabor in issue No. 80
of THE JOURNAL, dated Sept. 30, 2003.

Permission to reprint pending. An
earlier version of this article appeared
at huffingtonpost.com.

By James Tabor

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—Most of
us who teach in the field of
Christian origins get asked

from time to time by students or in
public lectures, “Professor, do you be-
lieve Jesus was X?”

Sometimes X is “Messiah,” other
times it is “divine,” but in my experi-
ence most often the question is “Do you
believe Jesus was the Son of God?” 

In good Socratic fashion one is
tempted to reply, “Well, what do you
mean by the term ‘Son of God,’?” and
such a counterquestion is certainly
more than subterfuge.

Here is a listing of 10 of the com-
plex ways in which that term is used in
the Christian Bible and other related
traditions:

Son of the Most High
In the Hebrew Bible the precise

phrase “son of God” does not occur,
although the plural phrase “sons of
God” (b’nai ‘elohim) occurs five
times in the Masoretic text (Genesis
6:2, 4; Job 1:6; 2:1; 38:7), likely refer-
ring to a group of “angelic” beings
who comprise God’s heavenly court
and are charged with the responsibili-
ty of overseeing, ruling and reporting
on human affairs.

In Psalm 82:6 this group is directly
addressed: “You are Gods, sons of the
Most High all of you.”

In the Dead Sea Scroll copies of
Deuteronomy the phrase “sons of
God” occurs two more times in the
Song of Moses, also likely referring to
these heavenly custodians of human
affairs (Deuteronomy 32:8; 43), and

Columns and commentary
Artwork by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

Was Jesus the Son of God? It’s complicated

The writer, a regular columnist for
THE JOURNAL and pastor of the Church
of God Big Sandy.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—A miscon-
ception has caused much trou-
ble among the Churches of

God. Many people do not understand
“binding” and “loosing” from Mat-
thew 16:19.

Because of this misunderstanding,
people are putting the words and ideas
of men above the words and ideas of
the Holy Bible.

Apparently many of these people
are sincere. Nevertheless, even sincere
mistakes can be serious mistakes.

Upon what rock?
During His life Jesus asked the dis-

ciples who people said He was (Mat-
thew 16:13-14). Then He asked the
disciples who they thought He was
(verse 15). Peter’s response: “You are
the Christ, the Son of the Living God”
(verse 16).

Jesus told Peter the Father in heav-
en had revealed that information to
him (verse 17).

Then Jesus told Peter (in verse 18):
“You are Peter, and upon this rock I
will build My church . . .”

Upon what rock was the church
built?

■ Upon Peter? Was Peter the first
pope, as the Roman Catholic Church
teaches?

■ Upon any one man? Look around
and you will see many men among the
Churches of God who behave with
authority like the pope. Does any man
among the Churches of God have the
authority of the pope? (Notice the ref-
erence to Acts 15 later in this article.)

■ Upon a group of men? Look
around and you will see a few exam-
ples of councils or boards among the
Churches of God that behave with
authority like the pope. Does any

group of men among the Churches of
God have the authority of the pope?
(Notice the reference to Acts 15 later
in this article.)

■ Upon Christ? Yes, upon Christ!
The words Peter spoke in verse 16 are
indeed correct: “You are the Christ,
the Son of the living God.”

Binding and loosing
In verse 19 Jesus continued

His talk with Peter. He talked
about giving Peter the keys of
the Kingdom of Heaven. Then
He talked about binding and
loosing.

Notice the King James word-
ing about binding and loos-
ing: “And whatsoever thou
shalt bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatso-
ever thou shalt loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.”

Jesus said the same words
to the disciples in Matthew
18:18.

Let me you give three options to
consider in analyzing the concept of
binding and loosing.

■ Option No. 1: When a man or a
group of men makes a proclamation
on earth, God is required to bind or
loose that proclamation in heaven—
no matter what it is.

■ Option No. 2: When a man or a
group of men makes a proclamation
on earth, God has already bound or
loosed that proclamation in heaven—
no matter what it is.

■ Option No. 3: When a man or a
group of men makes a proclamation, it
is bound or loosed on earth only if it
has already been bound or loosed in
heaven.

Following is a simple test with four
questions. The test is multiple choice.
Each question has three options.
Choose the answer that most accurate-
ly reflects the truth about the historical
statement.

An ancient change
1. Centuries ago the leaders of the

Roman Catholic Church changed its
doctrine about the Sabbath.

a. God really didn’t want the
change, but He was stuck with it and
had to bind it.

b. God wanted the change
and inspired the pope and
cardinals to proclaim the
change.

c. Christians need to
compare the proclamation

back to the Bible to see
if Scripture supports
the proclamation from
men with religious

titles.

Deja vu
2. Two decades ago the

leaders of the Worldwide Church
of God changed its doctrine

about the Sabbath.
a. God really didn’t want

the change, but He was stuck
with it and had to bind it.

b. God wanted the change and
inspired the pastor general and advis-
ers to proclaim the change.

c. Christians need to compare the
proclamation back to the Bible to see if
Scripture supports the proclamation
from men with religious titles.

Contradicting variations
3. Throughout the years the leaders

of the Worldwide Church of God oc-
casionally changed the administration
of its teaching on “divorce and remar-
riage.” Oftentimes a new policy con-
tradicted an old policy.

a. God really didn’t want each of
those changes, but He was stuck with
each variation and had to bind each
variation as it occurred.

b. God wanted each of those
changes (no matter how contradicto-

Just what do you mean binding, loosing?

Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have
been members of God’s church since
1975. She is studying for an Open
University degree in the arts and
humanities. Her book is available
from Amazon as paperback and
Kindle versions.

By Kathleen McCann

MILTON KEYNES, En-
gland—In 2013 I pub-
lished a book called Com-

fort My People, Saith your God,
which I am following up with a
series of 12 excerpts and points of
interest from the book.

Comfort is seen as soothing balm
to the afflicted human spirit, given
within safe boundaries. While com-
fort doesn’t solve a problem, it gives
a sense of well-being along with safe-
ty, belonging and acceptance, and
hence the energy to find solutions.

Code and character
This third excerpt is on human

character.

Previously we looked at morality,
which gives us a framework of rec-
ognizable behaviors, a basis for
ethics.

Many codes
of ethics are
embraced by
different peo-
ple. But what
is the differ-
ence between
a code of ethics
and how char-
acter develops
in people?

While a code
such as the Ten
Commandments gives us that neces-
sary framework, what develops
character and personality in people
is how people are brought up within
the family.

Erik Erikson, an American psy-
choanalyst who lived 1902-1994,
was a leader in the study of human
development in the 20th century.

Quoting author Neil Salkind from
his book An Introduction to The-

Codes connect to character

The writer is a longtime reader of
THE JOURNAL. Write him at rayedaly
@bis.midco.net

By Ray E. Daly

LINCOLN, N.D.—Which John
wrote Revelation? When one
searches the Internet on

“Revelation”
and “canon,”
one finds the
apostle John was
not its author.

When the Ro-
man church fi-
nally officially
accepted  the bib-
lical canon, in
the late 300s, it
did not want to
include Revela-
tion because the
book lacked “apostolic authority.”

The canon that was passed on at the
end of the 1st century by (John) Mark,
did not include Revelation. It was Au-
gustine, bishop of Hippo in North
Africa, who, for his own purposes,
coerced Rome into including it.

The canon that Rome finally ac-
cepted was identical to the earlier
canon and the canon we have today
in the KJV (and others).

Even Luther did not include Rev-
elation, though it was added some

years later. My point: There is no
support for the apostle John having
written the book.

If history doesn’t support the apos-
tle John, then we have only Scripture
as the best source of authority for
Revelation’s authorship.

We first need to consider that Rev-
elation is almost totally a book of
prophecy. With that in mind consid-
er Christ’s words in Luke 16:16:
“The law and the prophets were un-
til John. Since that time the king-
dom of God has been preached.”

Think about it. At what point in
Revelation does the Kingdom come
to the fore? Not until the last of its
prophecies.

Yet Jesus preached from Mat-
thew 24, Mark 13 and Luke 21.

But note something else that al-
lows for Revelation’s origin to be
questioned: It refers to Jesus Christ.

“The revelation [revealing] of
Jesus Christ, which God gave him
. . . [God] sent and signified it by his
servant John” (Revelation 1:1).

Yes, God revealed it and its mean-
ings to Christ. But by whom?

It does say that He did so “by a
man named John,” meaning that He
did not give it directly to Jesus but
through a third party.

What third party could this be if
not John the Baptist?

The apostle John did not write
the book of Revelation

Kathleen McCann

See HUMANS ALL NEED, page 4

James Tabor

Ray Daly

See TAKE A MULTIPLE, page 22

Give Satan an inch and he will become your ruler.

Just what do you mean Kobayashi Maru?
The writer is a longtime member of

the Church of God. Write Mr. Wansley
at wansley@c-gate.net.

By W. Robin Wansley

During the Feast of 2014 I
attended a Bible study by Ber-
nie Monsalvo in Destin, Fla.

There I was delighted to see my old
friends Gary and Shirley George.

After catching up on things with
them, Bernie began the study, and
afterward the discussion turned to the
calendar currently used by most
Church of God groups. Several people
including Gary voiced puzzlement at
why we still use the Hillel II calculat-

ed calendar with its unbiblical post-
ponements.

Sadly, Gary and I failed to get
together later on to further discuss the
calendar controversy.

Had we, I could have told him of
my journey into the calendar puzzle
and my findings. So, as a matter of
addressing him and others, I have
penned this article in hopes of reveal-
ing my findings after more than 10
years of study on the issue.

Important but not specific
Of course, the traditions of men are

strong, and we have seen in recent
years that our flock is not immune to

them. The following is controversial
and I am sure it will not be the last
word on the subject.

Many years ago I had a problem
with Leviticus 23:15. Specifically,
what particular Sabbath is it referring
to? Something so important as to
“begin the count from the morrow
after” in order to determine how to
arrive at the holy day called the Feast of
Weeks, or Pentecost, is nonspecific.

The lack of specificity seems inten-
tional. The puzzle absolutely could
not be solved. It was the biblical equi-
valent of the Kobayashi Maru.

The Kobayashi Maru was an inten-
See CADET KIRK, page 23

See HERE ARE 10 WAYS, page 22
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The Journal lists 221 Feast sites for 2015
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Orange Beach: CGWA,

http://feast.cogwa.org.
Arizona—Phoenix: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-of-

tabernacles, Wynn Skelton, wls45@suddenlink.net,
(903) 736-5999. Searcy: Points of Truth Ministries,
pointsoftruth.com/feast, Larry Lasiter,
lasiter@pointsoftruth.com, (479) 747-8407.

California—Carlsbad: Rock Valley Christian
Church, (951) 600-9555, http://rockvalleychris-
tianchurch.org/content/tabernacle_welcome.php.
Indian Wells: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. King’s
Beach: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/taberna-
cleshome.php, (903) 561-7070. Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Oxnard: The Father’s Call,
http://thefatherscall.org/feast-plans. Pismo Beach:
Church of the Eternal God, eternalgod.org/feasts.
Solvang-Buellton: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Ventura: Guardian Ministries, David Antion, P. O.
Box 50734, Pasadena, Calif. 91115,
daveantion.com.

Colorado—Denver: CCG, Dr. Bob Thiel, cog-
writer@aol.com. Estes Park: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Grand Junction: Christian
Church of God Grand Junction, http://ccofgod.org/
feastoftabernacles.html. Grand Junction: Church
of God Big Sandy, churchofgodbigsandy.com, Dan
or Mary Dandivier, (502) 417-2803. Grand
Junction: Western Colorado Congregation of God,
http://wccongregationofgod.org/
feast-of-tabernacles-2015.html. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

Florida—Destin: Church of God Big Sandy, chur-
chofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545, P.O. Box
690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755. Fort Walton Beach:
CGI, LifeResource Ministries, Common Ground
Ministries, Church of God Cincinnati, Common Faith
Network, commonfaithnetwork.com. Lantana: The
Christian Church of God, fla-ccog.com. Melrose:
Multiple study groups, Sept. 28-Oct 6, http://
fallfeast.com. Navarre: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Palm Harbor: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Panama City Beach: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. Panama City Beach: ICG, intercontinen-
talcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070.
St. Petersburg: Church of God Miami and CGI,
http://godsbhurch.org/Feast.htm. St. Petersburg/
Clearwater: CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-of-
tabernacles, Aleida Fontao, info@GodsChurch.org,
(305) 752-5275.

Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Valdosta: Unity Sabbath Day Church of God, uni-
tysabbathdaycog.org/Tabernacles-Information.html.

Hawaii—Lahaina, Maui: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Lihue, Kauai: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Hapuna Beach: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Idaho—Cottonwood: Seekers of Yahweh
Ministries, yahwehsmessenger.com/tabernacles-
2015. McCall: Celebration Church of God, (866)
549-2537. http://celebrationchurchofgod.
org/fot.html.

Indiana—Auburn: Church of God Ministries
International, cogfgomi.org/feast.html.
Montgomery: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/taber-
nacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070.

Iowa—Moravia: Interdependent COG Festival
Association, Sept. 27-Oct. 7, feastgoer.org., honey-
creek2015@gmail.com.

Kentucky—Hardin: Truth on the Web Ministries,
Sept. 29-Oct. 7, truthontheweb.org/THEFEAST.htm.
Land Between the Lakes: CGI, http://cgi.org/
feast-of-tabernacles, James Pollitte, jamespollitte@
kih.net (606) 742-2222.

Maryland—Baltimore: First Century Church of
God, firstcenturychurchofgod.org. Ocean City:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

Michigan—Traverse City: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org.

Missouri—Branson: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Branson: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org. Branson:
International Congregation of Yahweh,
feastgoer.org/metamorph_spring/branson15.html.
Branson: Providence of God Outreach Network,

providenceofgodoutreachnetwork.org/2015-fot-
updates.html. Branson: Eternal Church of God,
eternalcog.org/holydays/ecgholydays.html#taberna-
cles. Greenville: Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry,
Sept. 28-Oct. 6, http://yrm.org/fot2015. Kimber-
ling/Branson: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/taber-
nacleshome.php, (903) 561-7070. Lake of the
Ozarks: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Season of Our Joy, sooj.org/index.html.
West Plains: Congregation of Yahweh, Sept. 30-
Oct. 6, yahschosen.org/tabernacles.html.

Montana—Bigfork: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Kalispell: Christian Biblical Church of God, feast-
oftabernaclesfestival.com/pages/default.aspx.

North Carolina—Kelly: SukkotNC, Sept. 28-Oct. 6,
sukkotnc.com.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Ostrander: Yaakov’s Flock, yaakovsflock.
org/sukkot.htm.

Oklahoma—Ardmore: UCG, Congregation of
Yahweh, Oct. 26- Nov. 3, http://yahsaves.org.
Chandler: Lion and Lamb Ministries, Sept. 28-Oct.
7, tabernaclesevent.com. Tulsa: The Father’s Call,
http://thefatherscall.org/feast-plans. Wagoner: The
Tabernacle Group, http://thetabernaclegroup.com.
Wewoka: Restoring His Way,
http://feastofsukkot.org.

Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Central Point: Ehdaht Adonai
Beshalom Ve’emet, godslawislove.org/sukkot2015.
html. Redmond: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Sunriver: Independent, fotsunriver.org/
sr_location.html, Jim Woods, jim@folsunriver.org,
(928) 978-4792.

Pennsylvania—Pocono Mountains: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Tannersville: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Rhode Island—Newport: The Called Out of God,
Sept. 29-Oct. 6, 7th-day.info/Pages/festivals_
CalledOutOfGod.aspx.

South Carolina—Myrtle Beach: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Myrtle Beach: ICG,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php, (903)
561-7070. Myrtle Beach: CGI, http://cgi.org/feast-
of-tabernacles, Mike Nolen, tmnolen@homesc.com,
(843) 761-5211. North Myrtle Beach: Church of
God Big Sandy, churchofgodbigsandy.com, Lyle
Kerby, lyle_kerby@yahoo.com, (304)354-7147.

Tennessee—Alcoa/Knoxville: Great Lakes Church
of God, rricker@glcg.net, (910) 693-9837.
Gatlinburg: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Gatlingburg: The True Words of Yahweh, Yahshua
Assembly, Sept. 28-Oct. 6, http://twoyya.home-
stead.com/Feast.html. Jackson: Hungry Hearts
Ministries, hungryheartsministry.com/
new-events.html. Pigeon Forge: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Pigeon Forge: Church of
God, New World Ministries, http://cognwm.org/holy-
days/FOT/fotmain.php. Sevierville: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Wooten Woods: Port Austin
Bible College, Norm Edwards, nedwards@
kingdomfeast.org, (989) 738-7774.

Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big Sandy, P.O.
Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545. Boerne: LCG,

https://fot2015.lcg.org. Flint: Christian Educational
Ministries, Linda Benton, (888) 242-5344.
Galveston: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Galveston:
ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php,
(903) 561-7070. Huntsville: Huntsville Church of
God, P.O. Box 775, Huntsville, Texas 77342,
info@hcog.us. Contact Albert Foy, afoy@msn.com,
(936) 581-0789, or Gerald Chalmers, gchalmers@
hcog.us, (936) 355-0021. Marble Falls: Central
Texas Church of God, centexcog.org/gpage7.html,
Ben Mauldin, benmauldin@aol.com. New
Braunfels: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Utah—St. George: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Virginia—Richmond: House of David Fellowship,

http://feastoftabernaclesva.org.
Washington—Omak: Triumph Prophetic Ministries,

P.O. Box 842, Omak, Wash. 98841.
Wisconsin—Portage: The Church of God, feastgo-

er.org/metamorph_spring/portage15.html, Don

Roth, daroth76@gmail.com, (920) 349-3604.
Wisconsin Dells: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Carlos Paz: CGWA, http://feast.

cogwa.org.
Australia—Ballina, New South Wales: LCG,

https://fot2015.lcg.org. Coffs Harbour, New
South Wales: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Merimbula, New South Wales: UCG, Bruce
Dean, bfjadean@bigpond.com.au, +61-2-9525-
8139. Nelson Bay, New South Wales: ICG,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.php.
Sunshine Coast, Queensland: UCG, Grant
Chick, grantchick@ucg.org.au, +67-7-5547-5493.
Victor Harbor, South Australia: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. St. Helens, Tasmania:
UCG, Stephen Clark, stephenclark@ucg.org.au,
+61-3-9717-3873. Rockingham, Western
Australia: UCG, Matt Sieff, matthewsieff@
gmail.com, +61-2-4388-3463.

Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck Smith,
freeportfot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

Barbados—Christ Church: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. St. Peter: CGWA, feast.
cogwa.org.

Benin—UCG, Moise Elisee Mabout, mabout@
yahoo.fr.

Bolivia—Cochabamba: UCG, Mario Seiglie,
marioseiglie@sbcglobal.net, (714) 533-9481.

Brazil—Roraima: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Jorge
de Campos. Moscou: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Burundi—Mugina: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Cameroon—UCG, Moise Elisee Mabout,

mabout@yahoo.fr.
Canada—Canmore, Alta.: UCG,

http://feast.ucg.org, Rainer Salomaa. Kelowna,
B.C.: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Kimberly, B.C.:
LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Penticton, B.C.:
Port Austin Bible College, Alex Kennedy,
kennoman@icloud.com, (250) 488-3624. Gros
Morne, Nfld.: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Dennis
Horlick or Larry DeLong. Liverpool, N.S.: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Barrie, Ont.: Maranatha
Church of God, http://maranathachurchofgod.ca/
Feast_Of_Tabernacles.html. Collingwood, Ont.:
Canadian Church of God, http://canadianchurchof-
god.tulsachurchofgod.net/feast/feast.htm.

Midland, Ont.: UCG, Patrick Read,
http://feast.ucg.org. Niagara Falls, Ont.: CCG,
Herb Haddon, hwhaddon@gmail.com. Niagara
Falls, Ont.: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Orford,
Que.: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. John Labissoniere.
Shawinigan, Que.: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Lican Ray: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Olmue:
UCG, Jaime Gallardo, jgallardocasas@gmail.com,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

Colombia—Cartagena: UCG, Scott Hoefker,
scott_hoefker@ucg.org, (704) 628-6383. La
Tebaida: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Santa
Marta: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Congo (Democratic Republic of)—Kinshasa:
CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Costa Rica—Punta Leon: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org.

England—Great Malvern: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Kendal: ICG, intercontinentalcog.org/
tabernacleshome.php.

Ethiopia—Gambella: Koang Deng,
koangdeng5@gmail.com.

Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.

France—Carry-le-Rouet: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. La Bussiere: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Roquebrune-sur-Argens:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org/site/europe-france, Tim
and Maryse Pebworth.

Germany—Bad Neuenahr: The Father’s Call,
http://thefatherscall.org/feast-plans. Schluchsee:
UCG, vkg.org/fot.php, Paul Kieffer. Templin:
Church of the Eternal God, eternalgod.org/feasts.

Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Antigua: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Panajachel: UCG, Israel Robledo, jisrael.roble-
do@gmail.com, Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@
ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.

Guyana—Georgetown: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org..

Haiti—LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Indonesia—Batu: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
India—Kolkata: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

New Delhi: UCG, http://ucg-india.org/feast, Ken
Murray, aaaken@bigpond.com.

Ireland—Ashbourne: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Israel—Jerusalem: Congregation of YHWH
Jerusalem, coyhwh.com/en/coYHWH.php, P.O. Box
832, Carteret, NJ 07008. Jerusalem: International
Christian Zionist Center, http://israelmybeloved.com.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, www.feastinitaly.org,
Carmelo Anastasi, anastasi_c@libero.it.

Ivory Coast—Abidjan: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org. Man: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Jamaica—Ocho Rios: UCG, http://caribbean.ucg.
org/content/jamaica, Chuck Smith, jamaicafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991. Ocho Rios: CGI, Ian
Boyne, iboyne@jis.gov.jm, (876) 579-6066.
Montego Bay: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Runaway Bay: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Kenya—Bomet: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Isibania: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Kendu Bay: LCG,

https://fot2015.lcg.org. Meru, Ogembo and Got
Kachola: UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.
Migori: CCG, Evans Ochieng, evochieng74@
gmail.com. Migori: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Nairobi: CCG, Evans Ochieng, evochieng74@
gmail.com. Ndhiwa: CCG, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com. Transmara: CCG, Evans
Ochieng, evochieng74@gmail.com.

Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG, Gracious Mpilangwe,
gracious_mpilangwe@yahoo.com, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org. Salima: CGWA, http://
feast.cogwa.org.

Malaysia—Melaka: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Penang: UCG, Don or Dawn Goodger,
donh.goodger@gmail.com, (613) 9436-1359.

Martinique—Tartane: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,

http://feast.cogwa.org.
Mexico—Mazatlan: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.

Puerto Vallarta: UCG,
http://fotvallarta.pandaform.com/pub/registration,
Gabriel Garcia, vallarta@iduai.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481. San
Miguel de Allende: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Myanmar—Kalaymyo: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Sakhangyi: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Netherlands—Amsterdam/Utrrecht: CCG, Dr.
Bob Thiel, cogwriter@aol.com.

New Zealand—Rotorua: LCG, https://fot2015.
lcg.org. Taupo: CCG, John Hickey, john.h@voda-
fone.net.nz. Taupo: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Whangarei: CCG, cogwriter.com/fot2015.htm.

Nigeria—JABU Resort of Arakeji of Ondo
State: UCG, Oludare Akinbo, oludare@tishrinig.
com. Lagos: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Papua New Guinea—Port Moresby: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Huaychulo: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Philippines—Baguio City: UCG, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com, +63 (917) 814-7826, MCPO
Box 4774, Makati City 1287, Philippines. Baguio
City: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Davao City:
UCG, Edmond Macaraeg, ed_macaraeg@ucg.org,
+63-82-241-0150, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO 8000
Davao City, Philippines. Iloilo City: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org. Silay City: CCG, Oscar
Mediavilla, hansmediavilla@rocketmail.com.
Tagaytay City: Church of God at Imus City,
Dave Garalde, 632 (046)-418-3550.

Rwanda—Giti: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG, http://caribbean.

ucg.org/content/vieux-fort-st-lucia, Chuck Smith,
stluciafot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

South Africa—Great Knysna, Western Cape:
LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org. Margate: UCG,
http://south-africa.ucg.org, Roy Demont,
roydemont@gmail.com. Port Shepstone: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org. Uvongo: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org.

Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, http://ucg-srilanka.org/
feast, David Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
(507) 377-8151.

St. Kitts—Frigate Bay: CGWA, http://feast.
cogwa.org.

Tanzania—Lake Victoria, near Bunda: CCG,
Evans Ochieng, evochieng74@gmail.com.

Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy Institute,
mail@legacyinstitute.org. Mal Sot: LCG,
https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Togo—Kpalime: CGWA, http://feast.cogwa.org.
Trinidad and Tobago—Crown Point: UCG, Chuck

Smith, tobagofot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Crown Point: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.

Turkey—Tour of Turkey: UCG, Sept. 24-Oct. 6,
Travel Gallery, Inc., travelgallery.com/joinyourgroup,
Charles Melear, (800) 858-6999.

Vanuatu—Luganville: LCG, https://fot2015.lcg.org.
Wales—Llandudno: CCG,

surveymonkey.com/s/Llandudno2015, Frank Jarvis.
Zambia—Lusaka: UCG, Nawa Talama, tala-

manawa@yahoo.com, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org.

Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG, Mike Mukarati,
mike_mukarati@ucg.org, Aaron Dean,
aaron_dean@ucg.org.

T hese are the Feast of Tabernacles sites
for 2015 THE JOURNAL was aware of at
press time. Information for the listing

comes from Web sites and information sent
directly to THE JOURNAL by Feast organizers and
other JOURNAL readers. THE JOURNAL especially
acknowledges the information available at
feastgoer.org.

Unless otherwise stated, each listing shown
here represents an observance beginning
Sunday evening, Sept. 27, 2015, and continu-
ing through Monday, Oct. 5, 2015 (referred to

as the Last Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth
Day in the various Churches of God).

This listing abbreviates Church of God Inter-
national (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercontinental
Church of God (ICG), Tyler; Living Church of
God (LCG), Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church
of God (CCG), Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United
Church of God an International Association
(UCG), Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); Church of God a World-
wide Association (CGWA); and Restored
Church of God (RCG). Note that some phone

numbers refer to a church’s headquarters in the
United States rather than a local Feast contact.

Attendance policies: Most of the Feast sites
listed here have an open attendance policy;
that is, visitors are welcome. However, it is THE
JOURNAL’s understanding that some Church of
God organizations allow Feastgoers to attend
with them only by special permission. There-
fore, if you wish to attend one of those church-
es’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL recommends you
first contact the sponsoring church or its rep-
resentative.

ories of Human Development: “Ac-
cording to Erikson, psychological
development results from the interac-
tion between maturational processes
or biological needs and the societal
demands and social forces encoun-
tered in everyday life.”

Accepted behaviors
Humans grow from fetus to adult

by force of the biological changes in
the body, but societal influences make
them the people into which they de-
velop. Societal influence makes up a
specific morality, a framework of rec-
ognizable behaviors accepted by a
group of people.

According to Mr. Erikson, as a per-
son grows from infancy to adulthood
and then old age, healthy develop-
ment establishes trust, autonomy, ini-
tiative, industriousness, identity, inti-
macy, generativity and integrity. This
is how the fundamental qualities of
strong, stable character develop.

They do not necessarily emerge in
strict chronological order, however, and
all through life we may develop them
as opportunity or experience arises.

First-person singular
Let me explain what is generally

understood by these qualities, using
the first person—that is, me—to ex-
plain some of Neil Salkind’s ideas.

Trust is confidence that people will
do good to me, confidence that events
will turn out well for me. To survive, I
will make every effort to protect
myself from danger, but I thrive in an
environment where I have confidence.

Autonomy is the realization that I
am a unique person with a mind and
will of my own. I learn the impor-

tance of controlling and regulating
my own behavior.

Initiative gives me the motivation
to decide to do something and to start
an activity that will achieve it. I may
test the limits of what I can do within
societal or group constraints and
begin to work out whether what I
want to do is worth defying those
constraints.

Industriousness gives me the com-
petency to perform a certain task.

This requires education in both skills
and social competency necessary for
survival.

Identity gives me the self-aware-
ness of what I think and feel and what
is important to me. I will also gravi-
tate towards people who reflect who I
am, enabling me to survive as the per-
son I am.

Intimacy gives me the ability to
identify another person’s uniqueness,
to understand him and to start experi-

encing closeness with other people.
Commitment becomes necessary

for any meaningful friendship, other-
wise relationships remain superficial.
Eventually this will enable me to start
forming a new family unit with anoth-
er person, although closeness to a
friend by no means suggests that mar-
riage must result.

Generativity develops a career,
seeks out fulfilling experiences and
defines a personal lifestyle. I will tend

to seek out the continuity of life that
prompts me to pass on something of
myself to another generation.

I will add that generativity will
tend to emerge from self-esteem.

Integrity gives me maturity, com-
pleteness and wisdom and gives me
satisfaction as I look back on my life.

Happy people
We cannot afford to undermine

these achievements in other people

including in our own children. If we
deny others the opportunity to devel-
op these qualities, we inhibit the
human spirit within them.

People who are reasonably happy,
content and gainfully employed tend
not to be critical of others or getting
into trouble. They are “okay” and will
tend to see others as okay.

We may fluctuate between these
qualities as life continues. However, it
is in the individual’s upbringing that

he (or she) develops to adult maturity,
and society’s influence is important
because of the framework of behav-
iors surrounding him.

The mature individual becomes
content in himself, and he develops
balanced judgment. As the Bible says
in Proverbs 22:6, train up a child in the
way that he should go, and even when
he is old he will not depart from it.

When safety, belonging and accep-
tance are missing, people fail to de-
velop, which leads to distrust, doubt,
guilt, inferiority, role confusion, isola-
tion, stagnation and despair.

Any of these negative attributes
may involve hurt and anger. People
may grow up with depression, which
is an overarching state that can mask
anger, grief, loss or powerlessness.

Family history
On the other hand, when a person

grows from infancy to adulthood and
then old age, healthy development
establishes these fundamentals of
strong, stable character.

Throughout history family has
served consistently as the defining
environment in which humans can
develop to maturity.

Why is family so important to
God? Next time we will start to look
at the family.

Humans all need to successfully grow into people, not just adults

Autonomy is the realization that I am a unique person
with a mind and will of my own. I learn the importance of

controlling and regulating my own behavior.

Continued from page 3
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was beloved by all of them, and we here
at HQ have heard on many occasions
how much they appreciated his time and
attention.” ¶ He is survived by his wife,
Melba Crawford; three daughters and
sons-in-law, Jamie Crawford, Brandy and
Steve Martin and Kylee and Brad Gibson;
six grandchildren, Casey Martin, Chris-
topher Martin, Swaay Gibson, Logan Gib-
son, Zachary Gibson and Taylor Gibson;
four brothers and sisters-in-law, Billy and
Jean Crawford, David and Becky Craw-
ford, Tommy and Diane Crawford and
Clark Crawford; and two sisters and a
brother-in-law, Christine Robinson and
Mary Alice and Terry Walker. He was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, George E.
and Zenobia Clark Crawford, and two
brothers, James and George Crawford. ¶
The funeral was Aug. 14, 2015, at
Brindlee Mountain Chapel, Morgan City,
with Marlon Harris, officiating. Burial was
in Mount Olive Cemetery. ¶ Pallbearers
were Michael Childers, John Crawford,
Brad Gibson, Steve Martin, Jackie Smith
and Rex Wray. Honorary pallbearers were
Zack Gibson, Cade Laney, Cory Laney
and Josh Laney.

Services for Lowell Eugene Fisk, 37, of
Coppell, Texas, were Aug. 15, 2015, at
Croley Funeral Home Chapel in Glade-
water, Texas, with Pastor Sonny Parsons
officiating. Interment was in Hoover
Cemetery in Upshur County. Lowell
passed away Aug. 10,
2015, at his residence.
¶ Lowell was born Jan.
8, 1978, in Tyler to Ray
Dean and Nancy Mar-
ling Fisk. He was a CAD
draftsman and a mem-
ber of the Worldwide
Church of God. ¶ He is
survived by his wife,
Hanna Fisk of Coppell;
parents, Ray and Nancy Fisk of Big
Sandy; daughters, Diana Fisk and
Natalie Fisk, both of Coppell; brothers,
Phillip Fisk and Stanley Fisk, both of Big
Sandy; and sisters, Marion Schurter of
Rosewood, Ohio, and Linda Turney of
Murfreesboro, Tenn. ¶ Pallbearers were
Phillip Fisk, Stanley Fisk, Brandon
Schurter, Jeffery Schurter, Andrew
Schurter and Chris Lewis.

Allen Bush, 72, died Sept. 20, 2014. He
was the son of the late Alger L. and Hilda
O’Dell Bush of Caro, Mich. ¶ Allen
moved to South Carolina and worked for
CDI until retirement. He is survived by
his wife, Kay, and children Gloria E.
(Mike) Little of Liberty, S.C., Curtis (Amy)
Bush of Lindale, Texas, and Gregg Bush
of Columbia, Mo., and four grandchil-
dren. He was preceded in death by a
daughter, Yvone Kay Bush. ¶ Memorial
services were Sept. 28, 2014, at the
Rosewood Center in Liberty.
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A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

Connections: MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr ttttoooo MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr

Lowell Fisk
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Musical Instruments of the Bible

Bagpipe

Bells

Cornet

Cymbals

Drum

Dulcimer

Flute

Harp

Horn

Lute

Lyre

Pipe

Psaltery

Sackbut

Shofar

Sistrum

Tabret

Tambourine

Timbrel

Trumpet

Hanoch Young / Licensed Tour Guide / Teacher / Lecturer / www.KolYehuda.com
kolyehuda.hanoch@gmail.com / Tel (from US): 323-283-8717 / In Israel: 050-905-5331

— Licensed to Explore the Ancient World —

• Start planning now for the Connect Israel Tour in November 2016
• Schedule customized private tours for yourself or your group
• Explore Jerusalem tunnels and other special one-day experiences
• Ask Hanoch about his tours to the ancient sites of the Ten Tribes
• Arrange for Hanoch to visit your group during his USA tours
• Connect with the Land of Israel, both ancient and modern

www.Kolyehuda.com

Kol Yehuda: A voice from Judah connecting you to Israel.
Be a part of an amazing, unique experience in Israel!

Obituaries ObituariesPersonals
Would like to hear from friends Rick and
Michelle Baumgartner. Anyone knowing
where they are (originally Washington
state), please ask them
to contact Donna Weese,
P.O. Box 765, Big Sandy,
TX 75755.

Longtime Church of
God member looking
for male companion,
friend. Must be intelli-
gent, 73-80. Able to take
care of self and respect
a woman. Be grounded
in God’s truth. E-mail
bunniern1@roadrunner.
com or mail letters to Bunnie, 220 Sprigg
St., Apt. 204, North Baltimore, Ohio
45872.

Widow, nurse, longtime COG member
looking for a gentleman 63-90 for a long-
term relationship, friendship first. Please
send info and pics to Laura, P.O. Box
133174, Tyler, TX 75713, U.S.A.

I’m seeking a very petite lady to corre-
spond with who will study God’s truth, be
a true friend and eventually a loving wife.
I’m healthy, love the outdoors, a dancer
and artist, a young 71 with the motto and
slogan of a scout. Mail to Student, 67888
Alabama Hwy. 77, Talladega, AL 35160.

Clyde Paul Crawford, 68, of Lacey’s
Spring, Ala., the Morgan City Area, died
Aug. 11, 2015, in Limestone County. ¶
Mr. Crawford was born Jan. 18, 1947, in
the Green Briar Cove
area of Marshall Coun-
ty, the son of George E.
and Zenobia Clark Craw-
ford. He was an instru-
mentation specialist, a
member of the Intercon-
tinental Church of God
and had lived in the
Morgan City area for
most of his life. ¶ He and
the former Melba Wray were married 49
years. ¶ Mark Armstrong remembered
Clyde in a letter to ICG members: “. . .
Having known Clyde for at least 20
years, we know that he was a very spe-
cial and unique man. Many have said he
was the most humble man they’d ever
met, and that’s right. He was also a won-
derful servant, always willing to show up
and help with whatever was needed. Not
only was he a pillar of the church at
Huntsville, Ala., for many, many years,
Clyde traveled often on behalf of the
church, visiting groups far and wide. He

Clyde Crawford

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Bunnie
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M
erriam-Webster defines politically
correct as: “conforming to a belief
that language and practices which
could offend political sensibilities (as
in matters of sex or race) should be

eliminated.”
We know that God is anything but politically

correct. As they say, He calls ’em like He sees ’em.
As a ‘church’ (as the collective body of believers) we
also have been open about calling sin for what it is.

But have we really? Does the church engage in
its own politically correct church speech?

Psychologist Nicolai Sennels has written at some
length on the dangers of Islam and Muslim immi-
gration into Europe and why it seems the majority
are willfully blind to the problems this presents.
He discusses this from the viewpoint of social psy-
chology. There are three aspects to this he believes
explain the reason so many in Europe (and North
America) are blind to the warning signs that are lit-
erally ‘in their face.’

I was intrigued by this, because I see a similar
problem in what’s left of the body of the WCG.
There are obvious problems that are glaring at the
membership, but only a very few seem to be will-
ing to pull their heads out of the sand and address
the issues.

Everyone reading this knows my pet issue, but it
is not the only one. Multiple men and some wom-
en have been pointing out multiple problems in
the church for the last 40 years. Why are we basi-
cally hearing the same teachings that were opened
to us over 50 years ago? Review is good, but we are
told in God’s word that at the end the words will
be unsealed. Is there a reason we seem stalled and
marking time? I believe this same series of social
psychology phenomena explains why the church
body is not growing in grace and knowledge, as
God admonishes us to.

The first is the Bystander Effect. This ex-
plains why people remains passive during emergen-
cies. It came to prominence in 1964 when Kitty
Genovese was killed while her neighbors looked on
and did nothing.

This mind-set causes
bystanders to become specta-
tors to a disaster rather than
take action. According to
Sennels, this is caused when the
members of the group rely on
other members of the group to
assess the seriousness of the sit-
uation. Hence, they rely on others
to tell them what action to take.
While this is theory, and no one
can read minds, there has been a substantial
amount of study and experimentation to back up
this theory.

The second is Pluralistic Ignorance. This phe-
nomenon is evident when the majority of the group
reject something, but, since the group is silent,
individual members of the group believe they are
the only ones who reject it. They are ignorant of
the opinion of the majority. So, to satisfy the desire to
be well regarded by the group, they accept the issue
quietly, so as not to lose contact with the group.

Sennels comes up with the third as his own the-
ory. He calls it ‘good people.’ He believe that in all
cultures and groups there is a group definition of
what constitutes a “good person.” This is very simi-

lar to Pluralistic Ignorance. Again, individuals, afraid
to be ostracized from the group, fall into line with
the ‘group think’ definition of a ‘good person.’ The
‘group’ determines what defines a ‘good person,’ and
individuals are viewed as bad when they do not out-
wardly profess to believe the group’s definition.

For instance, 70 years ago smoking was an
accepted part of society, and adultery
was very taboo. Now, less than a
century later, this is exactly
reversed. In 1945, ‘good wom-
en’ could smoke, but they
definitely were not carousing
with strange men.

Now, it’s acceptable to join
online clubs like Ashley Madi-
son, but if they are seen puffing
a cigarette in the school drop-off
line, they are ostracized
from the group imme-
diately.

I see these same
mind-sets playing out
in the lay members of
the churches of God.
One example—while I
was in the PCG, I came
upon this question of postponements. I had never
heard of it, but I knew it was ‘taboo.’ So I sat on it
for some time. I finally decided to ask one of my
acquaintances in the church, but not one of the
folks I had grown up with while in WCG.

The fear I had of talking to one of my close
friends, I believe, was evidence of my falling into
one of these thought patterns. I wanted to main-
tain my friendship, so I didn’t bring up a forbid-
den subject with a person I wanted to keep close.
The fellow I did question said he had similar
questions a year before, and had asked the region-
al minister, who gave him a pat answer. The min-
ister then told him he had the weekend to ‘get it
straight in your head,’ or . . .

My acquaintance allowed himself to put them
into a ‘holding pattern’ when he was likely being

shown something new by God. Most of you will
substitute ‘Satan’ for ‘God’ in the last sentence. But
remember, the Bereans received the word,
searched the scriptures daily, and held fast to those
teachings that were true. Why did they have to
search the scriptures? Because something new was
brought to them. They searched God’s written
word (scriptures) to find the truth.

The bystander effect happens when we see an
immediate problem but are afraid to act because
others don’t act. I was at the Feast in Chattanooga
once when a very sick man needed special seating.
The ushers were refusing to accommodate him, be-
cause it wasn’t what the leadership had decreed.
Myself and a substantial group of people saw this

and knew it needed to be addressed. But only a
couple of others and I acted.

Plenty of people saw the need. They knew what
needed to be done, and it was within their means
to help their brother. But they stood there like
Kitty’s neighbors.

How many of you are succumbing to these
thoughts and actions? How many of you know

there is something wrong in your fellowship
but are afraid to question the ministry?
How many of you are afraid to talk
among yourselves when gathered for
coffee or a cookout?

Brothers!! Hear me! The only thing stop-
ping you now is the fear you have of
others. All these pathologies listed
above are based on fear. God tells us,

“Have I not commanded thee? Be strong
and of a good courage; be not afraid,

neither be thou dismayed: for the
LORD thy God is with thee
whithersoever thou goest!”
Know that GOD will fight your
battles! The veil was ripped
from top to bottom! Christ is

the ONLY mediator between us
and God! Yet we fear a mere man?

Are we afraid that men can hold us back from
the presence of God Almighty?? If we are, we sin
greatly! We limit God by believing men are able to
stand between God and us.

People, I was kicked out of the PCG and literal-
ly told, “Never darken the doors of this church
again!” The man who told me that died a horrible,
painful, slow death. Am I better than he? A thou-
sand times no! But I am still alive and I have seen
miracle after miracle just since that event.

Men can never hold you back from the presence
of God. We are told, “Fear not them which kill the
body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather
fear Him which is able to destroy both soul and
body . . .”!!

I leave you with the example HWA gave us from
his beginning ministry. Autobiography, Volume 1,

Chapter 19, ‘Truth or Conse-
quences’ subhead. God used a
man to heal Loma. This man
was blessed with the great gift
of healing. When HWA re-
vealed the truth of the Sabbath
to him, he refused to accept it—
for the same reasons Sennels
tells us. You all should know the
story, but, if you have not read
it, you can find it at http://

w w w. c o g n e o . o r g / l i t e r a t u r e / h w a / b o o k s /
autobio1.pdf (my great thanks to The Church of
God at Northeast Ohio).

Brethren, don’t say what this man said. To para-
phrase, “Well, now, Brother, that’s just the trouble.
You see how it could get you all upset. All the church-
es follow the 18 Restored Truths. We can’t start to
fight all the churches. Now we are saved by following
the Apostle, not by what we think God tells us. We
think there are more important things in salvation
than the nature of God, or which day we keep. This
could just get you all mixed up. It could be dangerous.
Better just get your mind off of such things.”

It cost him his gift from God. Will that attitude
cost you your crown?

Are You
Politically Correct?

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

People, I was kicked out of the
PCG and literally told, ‘Never darken

the doors of this church again!’
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www.TheWorldTomorrow.org / The Obedient Church of God / TO COG

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).

The Obedient Church of God / P.O. Box 1278 / Omak, Washington, USA 98841

Prophecy:
The TERRIBLE DISobedient state of the OFFSHOOT WCG Sinisters today Jer. 23:9-12:
“Mine heart within me is broken because of the prophets; all my bones shake; I am like a drunken man,

and like a man whom wine hath overcome, because of the LORD, and because of the words of His
holiness. “For . . . both prophet and priest [1.) Meredith LCG 2.) Flurry PCG, 3.) Thiel CCOG, etc.]

are profane [DISobedient to Scripture as proven by the FACTS Deut 16:16; Ez 46:3; Zech 8:19 etc.]
yea, in mine house [in the ALL the offshoot churches of the WCG] have I found their wickedness [of
breaking God’s Bible and saying they follow Armstrong instead of God!], saith the LORD.

“Wherefore their way shall be unto them [the offshoot WCGs] as slippery ways in the darkness:
they shall be driven on, and fall [be murdered in the Tribulation] therein: for I will bring

evil upon them, even the year of their visitation” Jeremiah 23:9-12.

Y our sinisters “REFUSE”
to follow God’s Bible words, as proven
by the FACTS. Therefore they shall fall.

They will “NOT” be in the Place of Safety:
They “WILL” have their heads cut off by the

Beast power, and SO WILL YOU for following them,
as they “DIS”obey God’s Bible Scriptures, and YOU
support them.

Conclusion of the matter:
Live NOT by what your SINISTER says!
Therefore it is the responsibility of every individual

to search out for themselves what is ACTUALLY WRIT-
TEN in God’s Bible, and live their lives by that knowl-
edge.

Work out your own salvation. Philippians 2:12
Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so
now, not only as in my presence but much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear
= obey God’s written Bible words.

AndFORCE your sinister to live by
God’s Bible Words. Read Deut 16:16 to him and state:
Why don’t you have 3 “PILGRIMAGE” Feast
Assemblies like the Feast of Tabernacles?

Tell him, because YOU MUST. God states: “CON-
TEND” for the faith once delivered Jude 3 = 

1.) Contend/FIGHT with your sinister for not just
1 fall pilgrimage Feast but Deut 16:16’s 3
Pilgrimage Feast Sites-the same as the 1st Century
that Jesus’s Family followed. Then

2.) Contend/FIGHT with your sinister that there is
NO 1883 Date Line that moves Gods Sabbath to
Friday, so that you work on Gods Sabbath, and then

3.) Contend/FIGHT with your sinister that there is
NO averaging calendar that makes you work on
God’s Holy Days = NO working on God’s
Moadim “APPOINTED” DAYS this Fall. Yeshua
did “NOT” use an averaging calendar: Be-
cause if He did then you do not have salva-
tion, because then He broke His Fathers Holy
Day Law. To say Yeshua used an averaging
calendar is nonsense, because even the
Orthodox Jews in Jerusalem to this day, cel-
ebrate 2 days at the end of the month, just in

case they missed the correct day = the Jews
never used an averaging calendar in Yah’s
time. It was not until 358 A.D. that the Jews used the
Hillel II averaging calendar. That is a FACT. And the 1st
Century Church NEVER used an averaging calendar.

So all you offshoot SINISTERS WILL burn in
Hell for CAUSING A LIE. Rev 21:27.

“AND” you offshoots members will burn in
Hell, who “PRACTICE” their Sinisters’ lie. Rev
22:15.

So STOP “PRACTICING”LIES,
or burn in Hellfire for practicing “Satan’s”
358 A.D. averaging calendar lie on this 2015
Feast = 

Or else, then you and your Sinisters, “WILL”
WORK on God’s APPOINTED/Moadim Holy
Days.

“Your sinisters’ ” averaging calendar lies
are “NOT” in God’s Bible = 

No averaging calendar is in GOD’S Bible.
Period.

And if you ignore this restoration of God’s
HOLY Days timing, God’s Bible states:

15 But outside are . . . whoever . . . practices a lie.
Rev 22:15.

God’s Bible teaches that, yes, you can LOSE Sal-
vation. 1 Timothy 1:19 By rejecting this, some have
made shipwreck of their faith

The way to lose your eternal
life is really simple:

Ignore God’s Bible words.
In the Bible, God has told us “EXACTLY” what we

should do:
Deut 16:16 3 Feast of Tabernacle style pilgrimages

a year to headquarters.
Ezek 46:3 Isa 66:23 Worship Him on every new

month day.

Zech 8:19 Fast 4 times a year in addition to atone-
ment.

When it comes to making
decisions:

First, DETERMINE if your decision goes
against anything clearly spelled out in God’s Bible.

Then “DO” what God’s Bible states, or don’t do
what God’s Bible commands and burn in Hell fire.

It’s that simple to decide.
Example:
1.) The 7th day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.
2.) The 1st day of Tishrei is the Feast of Trumpets.

But if you use a 358 A.D. “averaging” calendar you
will “NOT” have Trumpets on the 1st day of
Tishrei. You will have it 1 day early or 2 days late, 1
day late and 2 days early, causing you to work on
Trumpets.

3.) If you average God’s Sabbath week, then you
would have the Sabbath day on Wednesday in the
middle of the week, instead of Saturday the end of
the week, because the average/middle of the 7 days
is Wednesday.

That IS what you are doing when you use “aver-
aging”, and it is just as ridiculous to “average” God’s
Holy Feast Days, as His Sabbath.

And it is even MORE ridiculous when you can use
1 click of your computer to know the correct day.

Sept 16 Trumpets Wed*
Sept 25 Atonement Fri*
Sept 30 Feast Wed* (*starts evening before)

REPENT all you sinisters,
and “obey” God’s Bible words = NO averaging
God’s Holy Days.

TO COG is the “Only” Church that is:

“CONTINUING” Mr. Armstrong’s Work of RESTORING All Things

All other churches are stuck in 1972 and refuse to Grow in Knowledge. 2 Peter 3:18

Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!

answers@theworldtomorrow.org

For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4
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When Soldiers Fall (2014)

By Steven Casey: “(US) technowar took an
enormous toll on enemy civilians, espe-

cially the massive air campaigns over Ger-
many and Japan in WWII, and in Vietnam.”
The US government has not had to downplay
this destructiveness much since “the press,
politicians and public have been willing
accomplices in a tacit conspiracy of silence . . .
Politicians and generals have an obvious in-
centive to bury bad news.” [Many people claim
conspiracy theories are just that, theories.
While ignoring many conspiracies reported
even in national news, as the FIFA or soccer
scandal of top officials bribed for years to
allow certain nations to host the games.]

US censorship in WWI kept most ghastly
aspects of war out of the news, until it was less
restrained later when people got used to the
carnage. [If the bad effects of war on troops is
kept quiet, war doesn’t seem so bad to the pub-
lic getting one-sided news.] Battlefield reports
were finally made public of blood and guts,
mangled limbs and bloated corpses. Trench
warfare was very gruesome leaving many leg-
less or armless, torn by shrapnel. The wound-
ed had to lie outside unprotected for up to 36
hours in the cold and mud. The troops had not
received adequate clothing for the cold winter.
Gas attacks were horrific.

Before US entry into WWII the US populace
was convinced by many books and congres-
sional hearings that British propagandists and
profit-seeking capitalists had schemed to get
the US into WWI. Many US citizens thought
the US should not fight with the British Empire
which seemed no better than Nazi Germany.
And did not want to be tricked into war by FDR
starting his 3rd term of office as if a dictator.
Opponent Wendell Willkie had campaigned
against him claiming FDR would make the US
join in another European slaughter. FDR fought
back by claiming “again and again” he hated
war and would not allow American boys to suf-
fer in another foreign war, but upon reelection
soon did just that, so he lied.

Censorship of war news copied that from
the previous war, written about in the Army
War College in textbooks to sell a war—a sig-
nificant part of any war. Reporters would be
embedded with troops so protected (and sym-
pathize with them), but they had to watch what
they wrote, and they would be checked by the
military to make sure they adhered to their
guidelines. Some censorship of casualties is
deemed necessary so the enemy does not
know how well their attacks were.

The massive Pentagon building for the mil-
itary was begun in 1941, to have 3.6 million
square feet of office space. For permanent war.

Roosevelt called his civilian propaganda
bureau the Office of War Information [to mislead
the public]. The US War Dept. did keep an
archive of pictures, a “Chamber of Horrors” with
images too graphic and gruesome to ever see the
light of day. The Battle at Tarawa was excessive-
ly destructive, with 1000 dead and 2000 wound-
ed, over an island only 3 square miles. So many
US troops died at once that their bodies were
buried in mass graves, 20-30 corpses each.

German cities were bombed day and night.
Sustained attack on Hamburg left 40,000 dead.
While the Allied military claimed precise
bombing on enemy combatants only, not civil-
ians, the facts showed otherwise. And the
Allies had condemned the Germans in bomb-
ing London earlier for doing the same thing,
for the sheer sadistic pleasure of killing.

Soldiers suffered mentally from days with-
out sleep, monotonous chores or waiting, then
sudden abrupt periods of awful fear while
modern weapons killed comrades and
destroyed machines. Combat exhaustion made
soldiers tearful, trembling and with jerky
hands, and this was scarcely reported. While
images of physical wounds might be openly
shown, mental problems were rarely shown,
except for those who recovered.

Critics of US censorship claimed people got
the impression that only Germans got killed or
wounded. That FDR was the propagandist-in-
chief. Life magazine wrote that “Americans
had to learn to hate Germans, but hating Japs
is natural—as fighting Indians once was.”

One section of casualties the government
does not want to publicize is friendly fire. This
happened the most with joint service opera-
tions, as army with navy.

Vietnam war
LBJ claimed Goldwater was the one who

wanted to escalate, to send more US troops (so

lied). LBJ tried to keep the surge quiet and got
elected by a landslide, most due to his social re-
forms. When troops were finally sent on a great-
er scale it could not be hid any more, and there
was much distrust about censorship. Critics
charged that LBJ had lied about sending troops,
so should not have won the election so easily.

TV shows about the war rarely showed
much of the actual battles, since network boss-
es did not want to air too much graphic detail.

Students at colleges protested against the
war. Refusing to be cannon fodder for blun-
ders and lying. Critics of the draft described
racial bias, of Whites getting medical or stu-
dent deferments, while Blacks had neither. In
3 previous wars the US had a segregated army.
But with mounting casualties, white officers
had to depend on Blacks. It was reported that
Blacks were dying at the rate of 22%, while
they made up only 11% of the troops. Critics
complained that white officers were sending
black draftees to do the dirty work. While at
home, Blacks had half the wages.

LBJ complained that war protesters were
prolonging the war and causing more US
deaths, since the enemy is encouraged by this
opposition so won’t quit. He also pressed the
CIA to find any protesters linked with Com-
munists. He did announce that Americans are
terrifically distressed with all the lives lost, and
the number of wounded mounting. And seeing
the US flag too often draped on a coffin. He
said “If we can go to the moon, we ought to be
able to find some way to get out of this mess.”

US troops had difficulty determining friend
and foe, or just travelers, so civilians got shot
as collateral damage. Bombings were worse.
Large bombs and napalm just could not be
used precisely enough as US claims, without
harming civilians. And North Vietnam was a
small peasant nation, “not bombing the US, or
even the South.”

The phrase credibility gap came into use,
describing the difference between official US
statements and reality. Nixon took over for
LBJ, wanting not to be the first president to
lose a war. So he acted like a ‘madman’ to con-
vince the enemy he would do anything to win
the war. He kept secret from the US public his
upsurge, attacking Cambodia to hit North Viet-
namese sanctuaries. While announcing he was
trying to be a peacemaker.

He tried various ways to thwart US anti-war
protesters, as using helicopters to blow out
their candles. He finally gave a speech claim-
ing the majority of people wanted to win the
war, and we could achieve peace with honor
by not having discord at home. So polls
showed that 72% of Americans believed anti-
war protesters were harming the war effort.

But Nixon shortly commented that US sol-
diers fighting overseas were the greatest, and
those people demonstrating were bums. Col-
lege student protesters objected and some
were killed or wounded by the national guard.
And the secret Cambodia bombings were ex-
posed. So even more thousands demonstrated
against Nixon’s Slaughter.

Some US troops had resorted to extremes as
fragging their officers with grenades, and get-
ting hooked on drugs. The US body count
escalated, some due to the inclusion of those
killed in non-combat situations as aircraft and
motor vehicle crashes.

Nixon told his senior advisers that “Now we
won’t deliberately aim for civilians, but if a few
bombs slop over, that’s just too bad.” The report
on the massacre of civilians at My Lai (and
other such attacks) stained Nixon’s presidency,
and that the US was no better than reviled ene-
mies of the past. He retaliated against anti-war
protesters, as by burglarizing a psychiatrist of
one to get information to damage him.

Due to better and quick medical treatment,
more vets survived war, but more had handi-
caps. And many had cancer from the chemi-
cals used in war, as Agent Orange. The mili-
tary sought new ways to sell a future war.

Gulf wars
Reporters joined pools and were required to

avoid filming US troops in agony or severe shock.
Showing coffins was forbidden. While Al Jazeera
showed “the damage caused by the bombing of
schools, homes, mosques.” [Of course, these
targets were not reported by US news.]

Neocons wanted to assert the US as super
power, not needing to ally with other nations.
Dangerous dictators were targets to overthrow
their regimes and install peace-loving democ-
racies. Bush Jr. lauded the power of freedom to
bring hope to the lives of millions [while

destroying many of them].
He was criticized for having postwar casual-

ties greater than the actual war. The US military
initially praised Jessica Lynch and Pat Tillman
as heroes, then the truth came out, that Pat was
even shot by friendly fire. A congressional hear-
ing investigated and wanted to know why the
military wanted to mislead the public. Sparked
by these revelations, other families spoke out
about misleading casualty reports.

The battle at Fallujah was over the deaths of
four US contractors. They are used like US
troops without being tallied as such and usual-
ly go unreported.

Initially, Bush had great support from the
US populace, but eventually 80% polled
thought he was lying or hiding something
about the war. With chaos growing in Iraq,
reporters quit to avoid kidnaps and ambushes.
The casualty reports did not include mental
trouble US troops experienced, which
increased to 73,000.

Rogue State of the World DVD
At a Veterans For Peace (VFP) chapter 115

rally with William Blum speaking, former
State Dept. employee: The overall idea in the
US is that this nation does do bad things to
other nations, but our intentions are good and
we are morally right—self-serving hypocrisy.
Much of this idea came from US propaganda
which the media conveys mostly by omission,
leaving out much news of importance.

The US at first wanted the Taliban in Af-
ghanistan to rule so they would protect oil
pipelines to be built there. Russian journalists
visited the US and were amazed at the US
media. “In our country to get this result we have
a dictatorship, we imprison people. Here, you
don’t have that. What’s your secret?” The US
media had portrayed the women of Afghanistan
as oppressed, yet they in 1986 were allowed to
be schooled and to wear mini-skirts.

US foreign policy includes great favor for
Israel, such as sending $1.5 billion to Egypt
under Mubarek to not attack Israel. But that
ended under Morsi. Instead of war, the US
could give away such money to avoid blood-
shed—of US troops and foreigners.

Teenagers are lured to video games at an
Army Experience Center near a mall. Where
they can play simulated war games, even on
war vehicles and shoot at virtual targets like
real war. While the Army denies they are re-
cruiting, 20 soldiers there are recruiters. Mili-
taristic nations get the young involved early to
like war as exciting.

The wars in Afghanistan and Iraq were wars
of aggression, war crime acts. VFP tries to get
those who pilot drone strikes to realize the
harm they are doing. Only 1 of 28 targeted
people are known beforehand, resulting in
mostly all civilian deaths. ‘Pilots’ are not men-
aced by any terrorist, being thousands of miles
away and do not view the carnage close up.
[The US is judge, jury and executioner.]

“When the rich wage war, it’s the poor that
die.”—Jean Sartre.

“War is murder and nothing else. At the
end, peace is settled round a table, so why the
hell couldn’t the war be settled at the start
without losing millions of men?”—Harry
Patch, last US WWI soldier survivor.

[From the VFP website (see their archives
for past issues): A running count tallies US war
costs since 2001, more than $16 trillion. More
than half of US troops returning from Iraq will
be homeless at least 2 years. “Resist War. Seek
Justice. Build Peace.”]

Selling Intervention and War
By Jon Western (2005): As an intelligence

analyst for the US State Dept. he closely ob-
served political debate about using military
force, or not intervening on a few occasions.
He studies groups from Hardliners who want
war (since the military-industrial complex
thrives on it and would cease without it), to
Reluctant Warriors who will war if deemed
necessary, to Pacifists and Anti-Imperialists.

An elite plans wars and tries to sell them by
many means, getting the public to accept the
monetary costs, and human costs in lives. While
the elite profit from wars. It was found when
body counts of US troops became ten times the
previous level that the public increased protests.
Even then, the elite tries to manipulate public
opinion in their favor, as claiming their sacrifice
would be in vain if the war stopped.

The elite have a distinct advantage over the
people, of relevant information, even a monop-
oly over pertinent data of a given situation. So

the elite is close to fully aware of actual events
while the public is in the dark, at least at first.
The elite tells certain information to gain trust,
while scheming to sell the war. The average
person does not have the inclination nor ability
to know what is really going on, so tends to rely
on what the elite divulge, while keeping much
secret for claimed national security. Only when
the public has access to independent new
sources can the common citizen know the truth.

In Grenada, Reagan wanted to escalate war by
claiming the find of six warehouses stacked full
to the ceilings with weapons. But when reporters
were allowed to see what he claimed in his
national speech, they found that 3 of the ware-
houses had no weapons. The principal one did
have weapons about a quarter full, with some
new Soviet weapons, but much was antiquated
and of little value in the guerrilla warfare of a
modern army. The Reagan Doctrine failed
because, though he said they were freedom fight-
ers, other sources already showed that the
Nicaraguan Contras were human rights violators.

Vietnam war—The US began by funding
France’s colonial rule, over the people who
wanted to emulate the US Revolution over
Britain’s imperialist rule. One letter to the
Senate Armed Services Committee claimed “It
is criminal that our country is furnishing the
war materiel to kill thousands of natives to as-
sist France in maintaining her colonial empire.”

Iraq war—“This chapter examines how, in
the absence of any evidentiary link between
Iraq and the events of September 11, Bush was
able to sell the war in Iraq to mobilize such
widespread public support for such an ambi-
tious campaign.” Bush’s neocons had wanted
to go back to war with Iraq for a decade, and
sought any means to justify that. To gain mili-
tary bases there, and control natural resources.
They tightened security so even less informa-
tion got out. US citizens were influenced by
the presidential bully pulpit.

On the anniversary of 911 fear of another
attack was offered as justification for preemp-
tive war (a criminal act). So the 911 scare was
used to promote war. Plus the anthrax scare just
afterwards. [The strain was found to be from US
labs, so the US was at least extremely negligent,
or the culprit.] Bush claimed we were trying to
halt those who use WMD (while the US was the
main culprit in using them for decades). And
advocated more regime change. Intelligence
reports cited only a slight probability that Iraq
had or was pursuing WMD, but the White
House claimed certainty. Cheney emphasized in
public speeches that there is no doubt.

Neocons also broke with US signed treaties,
releasing restraints: Rejecting the ABM treaty,
the Comprehensive Test Ban treaty, and the one
on Biological and Chemical Weapons. So the
US felt free to do as it pleased. The US aban-
doned support for the Rome Treaty about the
International Criminal Court (which later
sought to indict Bush and company for war
crimes). These acts led to the ousting of the US
from the UN’s Commission on Human Rights.
While the US claimed it did not do torture
(though obviously at Guantanamo for decades),
it claimed captured people could be treated as
combatants, without due process indefinitely.

While polls showed public support for Bush to
attack Iraq was high as 80%, just a year later a
majority thought he made a mistake. Since no
WMD were found and no link between Iraq and
911. Critics hope the methods used to deceive the
public are not repeated for a future preemptive
attack. But the elite will likely use similar means
of controlling and manipulating the people.

When a crisis is prolonged, the public has
time to find independent sources to verify or
criticize the elites’ claims to justify war.
Human rights groups are now using high tech
means as satellites to find the truth. Though the
president and his staff continue to have the
information advantage, for propaganda and to
gain political support. Colin Powell employed
graphics in his UN speech for war in Iraq,
though later was embarrassed that he unknow-
ingly misled. The elite had picked him as the
most trusted by the public in Bush’s Cabinet.

“Regardless of the merits or any particular
war or intervention, Americans are asked to
fight, die and kill on behalf of the state.”

Wikipedia article on OWI
FDR’s Office of War Information was used to

“deliver propaganda both at home and abroad.”
[To deceive enemies and US citizens to want to
war for ‘allies’ and against certain opponents.]

“The OWI Bureau of Motion Pictures was
established in collaboration with Hollywood to
produce films that advanced American war aims.
According to [OWI director] Elmer Davis: The
easiest way to inject a propaganda idea into most
people’s minds is to let it go through the medium
of an entertainment picture when they do not
realize that they are being propagandized.
Successful films depicted the Allied armed forces
as valiant Freedom fighters, and advocated for

Plane Truth Part 17
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civilian participation, such as conserving fuel or
donating food to troops . . . Poles and Soviets [al-
lies] criticized the OWI for promoting the ideal-
ization of war, when their physical and human
losses so heavily outweighed that of America’s.”
. . .“The OWI feared that broadcasts advocating
liberty from oppression would incite India rebel-
lions and jeopardize cooperation with the British.
But this approach angered Indians, as well as the
African-American lobby at home who recognized
the hypocrisy in American policy.”

“On April 14, 1943, several OWI writers re-
signed from office and released a scathing state-
ment to the press explaining how they no longer
felt they could give an objective picture of the
war because “high-pressure promoters who pre-
fer slick salesmanship to honest information”
dictated OWI decision-making.” [We appreciate
their candor, but was their objectivity really a fair
assessment, unbiased? Allowing US citizens ac-
cess to contrary information to US claims to
properly judge the situation?]

“Congressional opposition to the domestic
operations of the OWI resulted in increasingly
curtailed funds. Congress accused the OWI as
President Roosevelt’s campaign agency [after all,
in his campaign he claimed to be trying to keep
the US out of war, while he hid actions in favor
of it], and pounced on any miscommunications
and scandals as reason for disbandment. In 1943
the OWI’s appropriations were cut out of the fol-
lowing year’s budget and only restored with strict
restrictions on OWI’s domestic capabilities [to
lessen propaganda against the US public]. Many
overseas branch offices were closed, as well as
the Motion Picture Bureau. By 1944 the OWI
operated mostly in the foreign field, contributing
to undermining enemy morale.”

“Some of the writers, producers and actors of
OWI programs admired the Soviet Union and
were either loosely affiliated with or were mem-
bers of the Communist Party USA.”

Feinstein Torture Report
12-11-14 by Chris Weigant about Senator

Feinstein’s report: Due to the 911 attacks, torture
was ramped up to supposedly save lives. “We
can’t pretend we don’t torture any more. Even
Obama said We tortured some folks.”

“We all bear responsibility for what was done
in our name. US citizens of the government did
things we each are accountable for.”

“Those for torture claim this report makes more
enemies and retaliation in kind for US citizens (as
beheadings by ISIS). But as already stated, most of
this torture was already known, such as Abu Ghraib
and Guantanamo Bay. Eventually this news comes
out . . . Some tortured prisoners have been released,
so many already know about these atrocities.”

“Torture advocates claim it saves lives. If it is so
effective, why not have police do it to suspected
criminals for confessions? Why not kill convicted
criminals slowly for maximum effect to deter
future criminals? But we went through this before
in history and outlawed cruel and unusual punish-
ment, at least we thought.”

“If a torture advocate claims torture is justified,
then would he mind his daughter, a US soldier, be
so tortured? Part of the torture report told of
aggressive techniques of threatening to torture a
suspect’s innocent mother with torture in front of
him. Aren’t we better than this?”

“Senator McCain spoke out since he actually
experienced torture and wanted no one to be tor-
tured in all instances. He said he lied to avoid it,
said anything to get it to stop. He said Torture does
not work.”

[It can work, but can be unreliable, too. And
does not work in the long run in maintaining
good values. We become the evil. Feinstein
claimed the CIA tried to hack the Senate hear-
ings on this torture. The CIA had been trying to
obstruct the report from getting out. It has lied
to Congress in the past. The CIA director spoke
against the report, though in his speech he
never referred to the word torture!]

Wikipedia articles
“Wellington House is the more common

name for Britain’s War propaganda Bureau which
operated during WWI [in London. It] operated
under the supervision of the Foreign Office . . .
was mainly directed at foreign targets, including
Allied nations and neutral countries, especially
(until 1917) the United States.” The War Propa-
ganda Bureau began its campaign 9-2-1914,
inviting 25 leading British authors such as Rud-
yard Kipling and H.G. Wells. They wrote 1,160
pamphlets during the war. “One of the first sig-
nificant publications to be produced by the Bu-

reau was the Report on Alleged German Outrages
in early 1915. This pamphlet documented atroci-
ties both actual and alleged committed by the
German army against Belgian civilians. A Dutch
illustrator, Louis Raemaekers, provided highly
emotional drawings which appeared in the pam-
phlet.” Paul Nash was one of several artists sent
to draw war art. “Nash later complained about the
strict control maintained by the Bureau over the
official subject matter, saying I am no longer an
artist. I am an artist who will bring back word
from the men who are fighting to those who want
the war to go on forever. Feeble, inarticulate will
be my message, but it will have a bitter truth and
may it burn their lousy souls.”

Under British Propaganda of World War
I: “When the war finished almost all of the
propaganda machinery was dismantled. There
were various interwar debates regarding British
use of propaganda, particularly atrocity propa-
ganda. Commentators such as Arthur Ponsonby
exposed many of the alleged atrocities as either
lies or exaggeration, leading to a suspicion sur-
rounding atrocity stories which meant a reluc-
tance to believe the realities of Nazi persecu-
tion in the Second World War.” [These were
found to be lies or exaggerations, also.]

The new Ministry of Information began in Feb.
of 1918. “From March 4, 1918, this ministry took
over control of all propaganda activities, being
split into three departments to oversee domestic,
foreign and military propaganda . . . Atrocity pro-
paganda aimed to mobilize hatred of the German
enemy by spreading details of their atrocities, real
or alleged, was used extensively by Britain in the
First World War. It reached its peak in 1915, with
much of the atrocities related to Germany’s inva-
sion of Belgium . . . A continuous stream of sto-
ries ensued, painting the Germans as destructive
barbarians, and many of the atrocities being
reported were entirely fictitious.

“Edith Cavell was a nurse in Brussels who
was involved in a network helping allied prison-
ers to escape. This was in violation of German
military law, and as a result she was court-mar-
tialled for treason, and having been found guilty
was executed in 1915. The story was reported,
however, in a way that presented the event as the
murder of an innocent houser of refugees. Fol-
lowing her death, the story was reproduced by
Wellington House for many propaganda cam-
paigns, both domestically and to the United
States. Pamphlets and images depicted her exe-
cution as an act of German barbarity.

“Soon after this incident, the French shot
two German nurses who aided German prison-
ers of war to escape. German propagandists
chose not to use this as propaganda.”

British propaganda during World War II:
“Britain re-created the WWI Ministry of
Information for the duration of WWII to gener-
ate propaganda to influence the population
towards support for the war effort. A wide
range of media was employed aimed at local
and overseas audiences. Traditional forms such
as newspapers and posters were joined by new
media including cinema, newsreels and radio.
A wide range of themes were addressed, foster-
ing hostility to the enemy, support for allies,
and specific pro war projects such as conserv-
ing metal and growing vegetables.

“As a result, the typical British war film
attempts to construct a gripping suspense story
which at the same time conveys propaganda
ideas in support of the Allied cause. Kenneth
Clark, as head of the Films Division of the MOI,
argued in 1940 that the public must be con-
vinced of German brutality, stating we should
emphasize wherever possible the wickedness
and evil perpetrated in the occupied countries.”

“Recipes were spread for cooking efficiently
and nutritiously on the restricted diet that includ-
ed many substitutions. Radio broadcasts encour-
aged the notion that growing your own food was
a form of recreation, not wartime sacrifice.”

“To the United States: The British Security
Coordination was created to propagandize the
United States to enter the war, and presented
massive amounts of propaganda which they
successfully concealed as news reports, not one
of them having been ‘rumbled’ as a propagan-
da piece during the war.”

“British Security Coordination (BSC) was a
covert organization set up in New York City by
the British Secret Intelligence Service (MI6) in
May 1940 upon the authorization of Prime Min-
ister Winston Churchill. Its purpose was to in-
vestigate enemy activities, prevent sabotage
against British interests in the Americas, and
mobilize pro-British opinion in the Americas.
As a huge secret agency of nationwide news ma-

nipulation and black propaganda, the BSC in-
fluenced news coverage in the Herald Tribune,
the New York Post, The Baltimore Sun and
Radio New York Worldwide. The fictional sto-
ries disseminated from Rockefeller Center
would then be legitimately picked up by other
radio stations and newspapers, before being
relayed to the American public. Through this
anti-German stories were placed in major
American media outlets to turn public opinion.”

Age of Propaganda (2001)
By Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson:

E.A. grew up during WWII. “I fervently
believed just about everything I was exposed to
in school and in the media. For example, I
knew that all Germans were evil and that all
Japanese were sneaky and treacherous, while
all white Americans were clean-cut, honest,
fair-minded and trusting.”

A.P. grew up during the Vietnam war “learn-
ing that politicians only lie when their lips
move.” Nixon’s Watergate scandal forced him to
resign after his own tape recorder told of his
lying and dirty tricks. Reagan could have suf-
fered the same fate for deceiving the nation and
world regarding the Iran-Contra deal, but no
recorder told how he subverted the Constitution.

US companies spend 57% of the world’s ad-
vertising with only 6% of the population. But add
the US government spending $400 million a year
with 8000 workers to create favorable propagan-
da for the US. Making 90 films a year, 12 maga-
zines in 37 languages, and 800 hours of Voice of
America in 37 languages to laud US virtues.

“Every day we are bombarded with one per-
suasive communication after another. These
appeals persuade not through the give-and-take
of argument and debate but through the manip-
ulation of symbols, and of our most basic
human emotion.”

During the 1988 George H.W. Bush–Mi-
chael Dukakis presidential race, the Bush cam-
paign advertised on TV that Dukakis as gover-
nor let black Willie Horton loose on furlough a
weekend from prison for murder. He escaped
and raped a white woman and stabbed her male
companion. The ad indicated Dukakis was
weak on crime, and played into the usual
stereotype that Blacks commit crimes against
Whites. Later, the truth came out. There were 4
white men convicted of murder who also
escaped, but the Bush ad pointed to the black
man and ignored the Whites. The previous gov-
ernor was Republican and he had 269 escapees
in just 3 years in the rehab program, while
Dukakis had 275 escapees in 10 years.

The rationalization trap features the propagan-
dist who tries to make you guilty and threatens
your self-esteem. Then offers just one solution.
“The way to reduce that guilt, eliminate that
shame, honor that commitment and restore your
feelings of adequacy is to give to that charity, buy
that car, hate that enemy or vote for that leader.”

Someone pitching for a donation from you
will likely say the standard line and offer sev-
eral amounts to donate. If you don’t bite for at
least the smallest amount, he may say Even a
penny will help. The trap is set. He has threat-
ened your self-esteem. The only way out seems
to be to give a penny, but most people will end
up giving more since no one wants to be con-
sidered so cheap.

Propaganda to make
killing easier

“One of the pernicious functions of war
propaganda is to make it easier for members of
one nation to destroy members of another na-
tion with psychological impunity. War causes a
great deal of harm and destruction often to
innocent bystanders and children.” Those who
allow this violence will justify it by claiming
the targeted people deserved it.

This was pointed out when the US dropped
atomic bombs on two Japanese cities, killing
100,000 civilians, including women and chil-
dren. A public opinion poll a week after the
bombings found that only 5% of Americans
thought we should not have dropped the
bombs. Even 23% thought we should have
used more before allowing Japan to surrender.

For the 1990 Persian Gulf war the US pic-
tured the Iraq people as being terrorized by the
butcher of Baghdad, Saddam Hussein. “In the
aftermath of the war [after quick victory] very
few Americans paused to express much regret
about the killing of tens of thousands of Iraqi
noncombatants by our ‘surgical’ bombing
raids—which also destroyed the infrastructure
of Baghdad including the water supply, result-

ing in the suffering of hundreds of thousands of
innocent civilians. Almost every war in modern
times has been accompanied by characteriza-
tions of the enemy as less than human.”

For the war, George H.W. Bush portrayed
Saddam as the new Hitler, or Hitler of Baghdad.
Listing many atrocities, as throwing babies out
of incubators when Kuwait was taken and dialy-
sis patients ripped from their machines. So
Americans polled for the war and just after
showed an approval rating of 90%. These accu-
sations were hyped, and found later to be rumors
started by pro-Kuwaiti sources. His portrayal of
Saddam as Hitler backfired after the war. Sure
there was a victory, but if Saddam was so bad,
why was he left in office? A poll by Newsweek on
5-1-1991 found that 55% of those polled ques-
tioned if the war could be considered a victory
since Saddam was not ousted as Bush implied,
and thus Bush was seen as a weak leader.

Bush was not the only recent president
spreading lies. Lyndon Johnson [fabricated the
Bay of Tonkin attack for his Tonkin Resolution
to escalate the Vietnam War]. Nixon had his
Watergate and said “I am not a crook.” Reagan
stated about the Iran-Contra deal that “I think I
don’t remember.” And Clinton got in the most
trouble, for lying about having a sexual affair,
and for lying while under oath about it. So that
most Americans are cynical, and believe that
they will be misled by presidents. So only half
of Americans who can vote do vote.

Presidential candidates used to debate each
other, but they did not want to be caught on
camera looking like fools while trying to
answer tough questions by interviewers. The
candidate with the most money tries to opt out
of debates, though may have commercials
which seem to show him debating, but every-
thing is rehearsed, including the questions and
answers so the candidate appears professional.

Nixon gave his famous silent majority
speech claiming war protesters were undermin-
ing his attempt to win the war (since their
protests gave the enemy hope). In response he
received 80,000 favorable letters and tele-
grams. But his aide Alexander Butterfield 30
years later admitted that he led the operation
which sent those communications.

It has been noted since Nixon won on TV
that commercials present only an image of the
candidates. And those candidates with less
funding can not present much of an image in
the media. A typical Senate race will spend $3.4
million for the winner, and $1.9 million for the
loser. For Representative the ratio is about
$410,000 to $200,000. The one with the most
funding tends to prevail.

Sometimes a campaign for a candidate will
float a rumor (as a tax cut) to see how it goes. If
people are for it, the idea or proposal will be
claimed as one’s own to lead the band wagon.
If not deemed good, it will be dumped without
bad effects for the instigator.

The difference between propaganda and edu-
cation has been described in terms of making
people think in the latter case, and in the former
case not thinking and without human rights.

As shown in the film The Insider, a whistle
blower in the tobacco industry was going to
expose the CEOs for lying in front of Congress
about tobacco addiction [another big conspira-
cy theory that was true]. His story was going to
be aired by CBS in 60 Minutes, but it was can-
celled at the last minute when the lawsuits it
would gender were considered.

Some ads use imaginary characters, as the
Pillsbury Dough Boy. Camel cigarettes used
Joe Camel and increased sales from .5% to
32.8%, particularly among young smokers as
the target audience.

In the 1930s the Institute for Propaganda
Analysis reported on some methods, as glitter-
ing generalities when the propagandist uses
flowery language. More modern examples are:
“A kinder, gentler America. Let’s make America
strong again. The best that money can buy. We
must support our valiant freedom fighters.”

Early Americans in the Revolution hyped
British skirmishes, calling them massacres. The
US War Department now called the Defense
Department referred to the US-backed wars in
the 1980s in Nicaragua and El Salvador as low
intensity conflict, though 120,000 innocent
civilians died in the crossfire. When we justify
our cruelty it becomes easier to do it again and
worse atrocities follow.

Wheaties is touted as the Breakfast of
Champions, only because sports stars are hired
to endorse it and allow their pictures on the
front of the box. Similarly, with razors or lath-
er, the endorsement by a celebrity really does
not matter much. The testimony of a barber
would likely be more informative.

A cartoon is shown of children watching a
political debate on TV. The announcer says
“Remember, kids, these political debaters are
experienced professionals. Do not try this kind
of trickery and lying at home.”

—Mr. Jan Young

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Plane Truth
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How important are
doctrines to your salvation?

“So He said to him, ‘Why do you call
Me good? No one is good but One,
that is, God. But if you want to

enter into life, keep the command-
ments’ ” (Mat 19:17). Jesus Christ indi-
cated that keeping the commandments
was the way to receive salvation. The fol-
lowing verse, 18, clarifies that He was
specifically talking of the Ten Com-
mandments. What do the Ten Com-
mandments have to say about church
government, or a belief in an ever-burn-
ing hell, the identity of the twelve tribes
or the configuration, ‘nature,’ of God?

If someone keeps the Ten Command-
ments but fellowships with a group that
isn’t organized according to your percep-
tion of “God’s government,” is their
keeping the commandments futile? Does
Jesus’ statement above no longer apply?

If someone keeps the Ten Command-
ments but believes he will go to heaven
when He dies, is his keeping the com-
mandments futile? Where did Christ
indicate that might be so?

Is there something in the Ten Com-
mandments that requires that one dis-
avow the Trinity? We are to have no
other God before the Creator that gave
us these instructions. Does the Creator

intend that we respect His instruction,
or must one understand the physical
configuration of the Creator?

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who
does the will of My Father in heaven”
(Mat 7:21). Jesus indicates that doing the
will of the Father is the standard for
admittance into the Kingdom. This is no
surprise. His will has always been that we
keep the commandments. Understanding
the physical configuration of the Father is
not mentioned as a factor.

“But without faith it is impossible to please
Him, for he who comes to God must believe
that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those
who diligently seek Him” (Heb 11:6). One
must believe that God is. There doesn’t
seem to be any variation one way or the
other if one happens to be confused or
not as to His physical configuration.

Why would belief in the Trinity affirm
or void the above quoted scriptures? These
doctrines are in the same class as cir-
cumcision. It was a marker of what men
thought was important at that time. “Cir-
cumcision is nothing and uncircumcision is
nothing, but keeping the commandments of
God is what matters” (I Cor 7:19).

What is important about the Creator
is how He thinks, not how many faces

He might have or however one perceives
the Trinity. His way is embodied in the
Ten Commandments. Those who keep
His commandments walk with Him.
“Therefore thou shalt keep the commandments
of the LORD thy God, to walk in his ways, and
to fear him” (Deu 8:6).

God is love (I John 4:8). We practice
the love of God when we keep His com-
mandments (I John 5:3). Misunderstood
church organization, the exact reward He
promises or confusion about His physical
configuration does not constitute sin but
misunderstanding, which will be easily
cleared up at Christ’s return, if not be-
fore. Sin is what separates us from our
Creator, not misunderstanding.

Doctrines like these are major con-
tributors to all the division within the
churches of God. Although we all gener-
ally agree about the Trinity, there are
other doctrines about which we don’t
agree that are equally unconnected with
the Ten Commandments and the funda-
mentals of salvation. Many have made
them the yardstick. The word of God
does not. The valid yardstick is the one
Jesus Christ used (Mat 19:17) quoted
above. We should save judgment for
Him. Isn’t it His job rather than ours?
Do we reject someone Christ does not?

The question we should ask is . . . “Do
I really understand the Ten Command-
ments?” Have I focused on government,
prophecy, the physical configuration of
the Creator or other academic subjects
and ignored serious thought towards
understand His way? David pondered His
ways continually, yet He never claimed a
complete understanding. “I will meditate
on Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways”
(Ps 119:15). Do we think we don’t need to
do this? We’re better than David?

Along with the actual Ten Command-
ments God gave judgments that clarify
how to keep the commandments. Accord-
ing to these judgments everything we do
reflects on Jesus Christ. Have you noticed
where that is indicated? (Hint: Ex 21.) Do
you represent Him well or is He fre-
quently ashamed? If He is living His life in
you, do you make Him the servant of sin?

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Creator
by a careful study especially of His cove-
nant, the Ten Commandments, with His
judgments.

CreatorsCovenant.org highlights what’s
important to Him.

www.churchofgod
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—Carl Falzone
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Please notice

V iews stated in any arti-
cle, letter, editorial, es-
say, cartoon or other

feature in THE JOURNAL are those of
the writers or sources quoted by
the writers and should not be
viewed as the official position of
any group or organization, nor do
they necessarily reflect the views
of anyone on the staff of THE

JOURNAL. Articles, letters and fea-
tures are presented in the interest
of furthering communication and
discussion among readers of this
newspaper. JOURNAL readers are in-
vited to submit letters and articles
of response to JOURNAL articles
they agree with or disagree with.
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T here is a mistaken belief out there that if a church has

a hierarchical form of government the leader of that

church can appoint his heir to that church’s property

and leadership.

Not true! The dictionary’s definition of “hierarchical” is, first,a system

of church government by priests or other clergy in graded ranks. The

word heir is not even related to hierarchical. Notice the first four let-

ters of these two words are even spelled differently.

The Bible plainly teaches that hierarchical government is the proper

church government by giving us two examples:

1 Corinthians 12:28—“God has appointed these in the

church: first apostles, second prophets, third teachers,” etc.

Ephesians 4:11—“And He Himself gave some to be apostles,

some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers.”

There is a plain biblical law providing for church leadership succes-

sion found in Acts 1:23-25.

Acts 1:23-25—“And they proposed two: Joseph called Bar-

sabas, who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. And they prayed

and said, ‘You, O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show which

of these two You have chosen to take part in this ministry and

apostleship from which Judas by transgression fell, that he might

go to his own place.’ And they cast their lots, and the lot fell on

Matthias. And he was numbered with the eleven apostles.”

In this way of choosing a successor, Christ can choose who He wants

to work through in leading His church. Herbert Armstrong knew of

this law of succession but chose to ignore it, and look what hap-

pened to God’s church! Millions of dollars’ worth (tithing) of

“Worldwide Church of God” property and other assets, plus the

leadership, were unlawfully transferred to Joseph Tkach and then

unlawfully transferred to his son, Joseph Jr., his blood heir.

Let me say here that I still consider Herbert Armstrong a great man

of God and probably God’s end-time type of Elijah to restore first-

century church knowledge and practice.

This does not mean Herbert was perfect or understood prophecy

perfectly. Herbert was wrong about a few things.

We hear a lot about Armstrong legalism and how bad it was. Just

remember this: If you are not legal, then you are illegal, therefore ille-

gitimate.

There was no New Testament, therefore no written New Covenant,

during most of the first century. The apostles were writing it. Most of

the time when the apostles are referring to the law they are referring

to the Old Covenant law. We are now under grace but still have to

keep the New Covenant laws.

Hebrews 7:12—“Of necessity there is a change in the law.”

Just to name a few changes in the law: animal sacrificing, circum-

cision and stoning people to death. All are now obsolete.

Commandment keeping is about our love for God and neighbor. The

greater our love, the greater our desire to keep His commandments.

Galatians 5:4—“You who seek to be justified by law, you have

fallen from grace.”

My understanding of this scripture is, if you are under grace, then

keep His New Covenant laws. If you don’t believe we have to keep

the New Covenant laws just take a Bible concordance and look

under “Law.” Then look under “Commandments.” Read and study

these laws and commandments and then try to convince me we

don’t have to keep the New Covenant laws.

Now back to hierarchical church government. There are several more

Church of God leaders out there planning on violating God’s succession

law.They are planning on transferring church property (your tithing) and

leadership to their blood heir or favorite person. It’s as if they believe

the church is to advance their own personal family dynasty.

How can we make sure these church leaders start obeying God’s suc-

cession law? One way of doing that is by withholding your tithing or

putting it in a trust fund until these leaders can assure you that they

will obey God’s succession law. You could spend some of it by put-

ting your “testimony of Jesus Christ” in this newspaper. That’s what

I’m doing, and how spiritually rewarding it is.

The Abuse of Hierarchical
Church Government and

Keeping the New Covenant

Ray DeHart / P.O. Box 908 / Dahlonega, Georgia 30533
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What’s not settled?
The Greatest Controversy in

Christianity’s 2000-year
History Remains Open

T
he centuries-long battle by theolo-
gians to define or redefine the na-
ture of God and the nature of Jesus
was not settled by the enforced
creeds of the fourth and fifth cen-

turies. There has been no such doctrinal
upheaval striking Christianity before or since.

And why wouldn’t this be such a colossal
dispute as it hits at the very basis of the
Christian faith, the Doctrine of God? Nothing
is more important than knowing who God is
and what he is like. Likewise, for us humans
what could be more relevant than a clear
knowledge of just who the Son of God is and
what he is like: Is he man? Half man/half God?
A preexistent God?

We are called to become like God, to take
on his divine nature and follow his son’s exam-
ple, which will lead us to God’s presence and
eternal life. Both require us to know the truth
about God and Jesus. 

“Creed” is from the Latin credo, “I believe,”
and is what a church’s statement of
faith is, or one’s confession of faith,
or one’s statement of core tenets or
doctrines. We all should have one,
but it need not be the product of a
corporate denomination or the
result of political compromise or
coercion, as was the case with the
great creeds of Christendom. It
should be your own creed developed
by careful study of Scripture. 

Did the creed of Nicea (A.D. 325) when two
thirds of the new doctrine of trinity was fixed
make things clear or just mystify the doctrine
of God? Was the conundrum solved with the
Constantinopolitan Creed (381) when the
Holy Spirit was added to the mix of mysteries
making the trinity complete? Did the great
creed of Chalcedon (451), intending to clarify
all the many Christological confusions created
by the previous creeds, finally settle the mat-
ter? Not even slightly.

Were any of these creeds, conceived cen-
turies after Jesus and the apostles, really nec-
essary? Why weren’t the creeds of Hebrew
Scripture sufficient? Why wasn’t the Creed of
Christ sufficient?

There are reasons: The predicted great
falling away from the faith was in full flow. The
church bishops were gentiles more familiar
with Hellenistic (Greek) culture and pagan reli-
gion than they were with the Hebrew/Jewish
culture of Scripture and the early church.

These theologians, sincere and well-mean-
ing for the most part, saw the Christ event
through a different lens. Their world of refer-
ence was the philosophical principles of Plato
and the cultural influences of pagan Greek and
Roman religion.

The sea change of doctrines from that of
the very Jewish/Hebrew church Jesus began to
the one that emerges centuries later is thor-
oughly shocking. Add to that the strong anti-
Jewish bias that motivated that falling away
and you are left with a faith quite different
from that of Jesus, Peter and Paul.

Things deemed Jewish or too Old Testa-
ment were vigorously opposed and ultimately
eliminated from doctrine and practice. Things
like the Sabbath, annual Holy Days, belief in
the mortality of man, of rest in the grave

awaiting God’s resurrection call, and many
more core teachings, were replaced. But—
most important of all—the very doctrine of
God was changed: the truth of the One True
God and his promised Messiah. 

Why weren’t the creeds of Scripture totally
sufficient? Why did these gentile theologians
create whole new creeds and require the faith-
ful to pledge allegiance to them?

You can declare your freedom. Rediscover
the simple and easy-to-understand creeds
from Scripture and from Jesus. Then make

your own creedal confession with that infor-
mation. 

Consider first the Creed of Jesus as plainly
declared in Mark 12:28-34, giving close atten-
tion to the setting, the question asked of Jesus,
his unambiguous answer, and the dialogue

with the Torah expert
that followed.

“One of the teachers of
the law came and heard
them debating. Noticing
that Jesus had given them
a good answer, he asked
him, ‘Of all the com-
mandments, which is the
most important?’

“ ‘The most important
one,’ answered Jesus, ‘is
this: “Hear, O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord
is one. Love the Lord

your God with all your heart and with all your
soul and with all your mind and with all your
strength.” The second is this: “Love your neigh-
bor as yourself.” There is no commandment
greater than these.’ ”

Jesus’ confession of what is most important
in belief and action are exact quotations from
Deut. 6:4-5 (the Shema, which God-fearing

Jews recite every morning and
evening and at the beginning of
every synagogue service, which
was also the personal practice of
Jesus), and Lev. 19:18, love of
neighbor is part of the “holiness
code”—“Become holy as your
heavenly Father is holy” (Lev.
19:2; Matt. 5:48). 

The Torah teacher affirmed that
Jesus was correct and repeated back to Jesus,
“You are right in saying that God is one and there
is no other but him.” Is this understanding of
God important or just a minor doctrinal point?
Jesus answers.

“When Jesus saw that he had answered
wisely, he said to him, ‘You are not far from the
kingdom of God.’ ”

Knowing that God is One, according to
Jesus, is essential knowledge for moving
toward the Kingdom of God and all it glori-
ously entails. —Ken Westby

We do not apologize for challenging
orthodoxy where it has muddied and
corrupted the holy doctrine of God.

You’re invited to attend our
seminars and decide for yourself.

Kenneth Westby

November 7–8, 2015 • Renton, Washington

— It’s Not Settled —

The 13th edition of the annual One God Seminars is coming. November 7–8 (Saturday and Sunday), 2015, Red Lion Hotel, One South Grady Way,
Renton, Washington 98057, phone 425-226-7700. ¶ Presentations are always fresh and with several new speakers this year. Open to the public. No fee. ¶
Questions and discussions are a regular feature of our seminars, as is the welcoming, collegial spirit of fellow seekers open to discovering more of the treasures of
Scripture. Attendees from out of town will be pleased that we have been given a special rate of $98 a night for guest rooms (the normal rate in this popular hotel
is almost double that). Book your reservation by asking for the block of rooms reserved for “ACD Seminar—Christian Development.” ¶ Hope to see you there!
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Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

T
he Observance of the Fall Festi-
vals—Around the world many
thousands of members of the
WWCG, as they were before the
death of Mr. Herbert W. Arm-

strong, will be observing the Fall Festivals.
Always it has been a time of happiness—
looking forward to being with friends,
enjoying the sights and eating in the best
restaurants. This is yet true today with most
of the corporate churches that have
branched off from the WWCG before and
after 1995. This is not to say this is wrong,
but consider further.

Your Ministers—Have you ever done, as
did the true members of the Ephesian
Church Era, proved by Scripture, beliefs and
fruits who are the true ministers of God as
opposed to those who are of Satan the devil
(Revelation 2:1-3; II Corinthians 11:13-15 ; II
Peter 2:1-3; Jude 3-4)? Last, is God’s Church a
very small one or a large one? (Luke 12:32).
With these questions in mind, consider
where we are now in time and what may very
well take place during the coming months.

The Doomsday Clock—By John Fice-
nec, video by Ju Zhang, 17 Aug 2015, Telegraph

“Doomsday clock for global market
crash strikes one minute to midnight
as central banks lose control.” In addi-
tion, there are predictions from
knowledgeable and respected men in
their fields of expertise who are pre-
dicting the economy will soon crash
even worse than in the early 1930s!

A Change in History—Michael Sny-
der, August 19, 2015—“Is September
going to be a month that changes his-
tory? For months, there has been an
unprecedented amount of buzz all
over the Internet about what is going
to happen in September. And without
a doubt, we are going to witness a con-
vergence of events during that month
that is quite remarkable.”

Market Crashes—“September 13—
The last day of the Shemitah year
[Seventh Sabbatical Year]. During the
last two Shemitah cycles, we wit-

nessed record-breaking market crash-
es on the very last day of the Shemitah
year (Elul 29 on the Biblical calendar);
September 17, 2001, the Dow plunged
684 points. On September 29, 2008
( w h i c h  w a s  a l s o
Elul 29 on the Bib-
lical calendar) the
Dow plummeted
777 points.”

Entering the Dan-
ger Zone—“Now we
are in another She-
mitah year. It be-
gan in the fall of
2014, and it ends
September 13, 2015.
Due to the ending
of the Shemitah
year and numerous
other factors, there
is rampant specu-
lation that a stock
market crash is go-
ing to happen in the
United States dur-
ing the month of September—without
a doubt we are entering the danger
zone; September 14—The Feast of
Trumpets; September 23—Day of
Atonement.”

Blood Moons—“September 28—The
first day of the Feast of Tabernacles—
this is also the date for the last of the
four blood moons that fall on Biblical
festival dates during 2014 and 2015.
This Blood Moon will be a ‘super-
moon’ and it will be clearly visible
from Jerusalem. The Blood Moons
that appeared on the Festival dates
during 2014 and 2015 were undoubted-
ly Miraculous Signs intended for the
Jewish people at this present time and
by extension for the nations of Israel!”

Jerusalem 66-69 A.D—Their warn-
ings were ignored then and will be
today just as others have been ignored,
such as: lightning striking twice the
Vatican and the meteor blazing
through the sky and striking Russia
with a greater force than an atom
bomb–both occurring in 2013!

The Wrath of God—The clock is now set
one minute before the midnight hour.
Even those people can see time is swiftly
running out! God’s wrath will very soon
begin to be poured out in a much greater

way than it has been up
to this point! The very
Festivals of God that all
of us will be observ-
ing—picture the wrath
of God being poured out
on mankind: the Seals,
Trumpets and Plagues!

A Reverent Fear of
God—Should this not create a reverent
fear for the very God before whom you
think will be there at the Festivals to
worship—fear enough to check up on
yourselves as to where you are going
and the ministers who will be teaching
you? Soon it will be too late.

The Philadelphia Era of God’s Church
—Please know from Scripture it will only be
God’s true and faithful little flock, the rem-
nant of the Philadelphia Era of God’s
Church, that will escape the coming terrible
times due to their faithfulness and endurance
(Revelation 3:7-13). They have checked up to
see who is faithful as opposed to those who
are living unfaithful lives before God (Reve-
lation 3:10-13; 12:14; Luke 21:36).

MYSTERY OF THE AGES—To be so
blessed, please seriously study the last book
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong wrote: the un-
edited MYSTERY OF THE AGES, ISBN
0-396-08773-6. Reading, and acting, on it
could save your life from this coming and
dreadful time. Remember—Mr. Armstrong
was the man God used to teach all of us.

http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are for educational

purposes only. Entire contents © 2015 The Church of

God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in

material quoted in this publication and trademarks

appearing in this publication belong to the respective

owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is

made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and
dreadful Day of the LORD (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

“The Fall Festivals of God”
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Our Heritage,
Origin, Identity and
Destiny Now Stand

REVEALED!
A

re the United States and Great
Britain mentioned in the Bible?
If so, under what name? What is

the real evidence of our national heraldic
emblems and symbols? Where do we real-
ly come from?

No story is more intriguing, mysterious,
and amazing! Millions upon millions of
people have been mystified, baffled, and
perplexed about our true national origins.
Very few are aware of our stunning nation-
al origins! Believe it or not, the English
speaking people of the world are found
throughout the pages of Scripture. But our
true IDENTITY has been SEALED—hidden
from view until NOW!

Just who are we? Read the intriguing
story in this amazing work of historical
detection, analysis and revelation. William
Dankenbring presents proof upon proof
from history and the Bible—the absolute-
ly mind-boggling evidence of just who we
really are, who we are descended from,
and what the future holds in this fascinat-
ing, insightful, profound new revelation.

“If we ever forget we are a nation under
God, then we will be a nation gone un-
der.”—Ronald Reagan

A Strange Beginning
and Origin

Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel bore a son
named Joseph, who Jacob favored more
than his brothers. In Genesis 48:5-6 Jacob
said unto Joseph, “Behold, I will make you
fruitful, and multiply you, and I will make
of you a multitude of people.”

While living in Egypt, Joseph had two
sons named Manasseh and Ephraim. Then
in Jacob’s old age he asked God’s bless-
ings on these two boys and said, “Let my
name (Israel) be named on them, and the
name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac;
and let them grow into a multitude in the
midst of the earth.”

Then when Jacob laid his right hand on
Joseph’s younger son, Ephraim, Jacob said
that this “younger brother” “shall be
greater” than the older son, and his
(Ephraim’s) seed shall become a multitude
of nations, but Manasseh “also shall be-
come a people, and he also shall be great”
(Genesis 48:16, 18-20). “He set Ephraim
before Manasseh!” In verse 5, “and now
your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. . . .

They shall be mine.”
Jacob then gathered his twelve sons

together to tell them that which would
befall them “in the last days.” The blessing
bestowed upon Joseph is in Genesis
49:22-26: “Joseph is a fruitful bough by a
well; whose branches run over the wall:

the archers have
sorely grieved
him, and shot at
him, and hated
him: but his bow
abode in strength,
and the arms of
his hands were
made strong by
the hands of the
mighty God of
Jacob . . . even
by the God of
your father, who
shall help you;
and by the Al-

mighty, who shall bless you with blessings
of heaven above, blessings of the deep that
lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of
the womb: the blessings of your father
have prevailed above the blessings of my
progenitors (Abraham, Isaac) unto the
utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they
shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the
crown of the head of him that was separate
from his brethren.”

[Joseph lived many years in Egypt sep-
arated from his relatives.] Remember,
Israel adopted Joseph’s two sons so that he
now had thirteen sons.

Now that “the last days” are here, many
wonder what nations have the descendants
of Ephraim and Manasseh. What nations
do the “blessings” apply to? The British
Covenant Society of England claims that
Ephraim’s blessing belongs to England, its
United Kingdom of Ireland, Scotland, and
Wales, and its acquired empire of India in
the 17th and 18th centuries. (England’s
colony in America was part of its empire
until it revolted and established their own
nation. ) So the British Covenant Society
believes that Manasseh’s blessings apply
to the United States.

A prophecy in Ezekiel will help us to
understand if the term Ephraim applies to
England or the United States. It associates
Ephraim with Judah using two sticks to

represent them. Ezekiel 37:15-23 relates
the word of the LORD coming to Ezekiel
saying, “Moreover, you son of man, take
you one stick, and write upon it, For
Judah, and for the children of Israel his
companions: then take another stick, and
write upon it, for Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel his
companions: and join them one to another
into one stick . . . they shall become one in
your hand.”

Ezekiel explains that the stick of Joseph
is in the hand of Ephraim. This prophecy
applies after The Great Tribulation when
the LORD “will take the children of Israel
from among the heathen, whither they be
gone, and will gather them on every side,
and bring them into their own land: and I
will make them one nation in the land
upon the mountains. of Israel; and one
king shall be king to them all: and they
shall be no more two nations, neither shall
they be divided into two kingdoms any
more at all . . . I will save them out of all
their dwelling-places, wherein they have
sinned and will cleanse them: so shall they
be my people, and I will be their God.”

The PROOF of Prophecy!
Notice the comparisons: Ancient Ephraim

was foretold it would become “A multi-
tude of states”—America is composed of
50 states

“Doubly fruitful”—America is the “breadbas-
ket” of the world
Greater than his brother—US is much greater
than United Kingdom
Push the nations to earth’s end—America has
engaged in worldwide wars
Multiplied numerically the most—US is 300
million to Great Britain’s 60 million
Ephraim is the younger son—US is the younger
nation
Ephraim led the Northern Kingdom—America
leads the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel
Ephraim despises “royalty”—America rejected
British royalty
Ephraim would be filled with idols—America
possesses many idols and false faiths
Ephraim turns its back on God—America has
turned its back on God
Ephraim in a land of drunkards—America is
filled with alcoholism and drugs

Ephraim is a “mixed” people—America is the
“melting pot” of the world
Ephraim is a “religious” people—The British
churches are virtually empty
Ephraim was the 13th tribe—America began
with 13 colonies
Ephraim’s sign was cattle—America is the
world’s biggest producer of cattle
Manasseh’s sign was the unicorn—Great
Britain’s royal sign is the unicorn
Ephraim would be corrupt, immoral—America
leads the world in corruption, immorality

There can be no doubt, the evidence
weighed all together proves conclusively
that THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IS
“EPHRAIM”!

The United States and Britain are often
mentioned in END-TIME Bible prophecies!
But most people don’t understand WHO IS
WHO! The world has been in TOTAL igno-
rance of the amazing prophecies in the
Bible about EPHRAIM! The whole book of
Hosea the prophet seems to FOCUS on this
people! But WHO ARE THEY? Ephraim now
stands IDENTIFIED in the world today AS
AMERICA! Great Britain stand identified as
the people of “Manasseh”!

The evidence is in—and it is over-
whelming. Ephraim was prophesied to be
much greater than his older brother
Manasseh! Moses wrote of the “thousands
of Manasseh, and the TEN THOUSANDS of
Ephraim” (Deut. 33:17). One of the “iden-
tifying marks” of Manasseh is the “uni-
corn,” according to an ancient Jewish mi-
drash. The “unicorn” is found on the Royal
Seal of Great Britain, and is found every-
where through the British Isles, on pubs,
public buildings!

America and Great Britain—in
Heraldry and PROPHECY!

Subjects covered in this mind-boggling,
electrifying book—

America in the Bronze Age—Solomon’s Ships
The Statue of Liberty and Its Real Meaning
America’s Destiny—1776 in Prophecy
The Identity of America in Bible Prophecy!
The Hand of God in American and British His-
tory
Amazing Origin of American Symbols and
Heraldry
In Search of the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel
Zarah, Pharez and the Red Hand of Ulster
Lia Fail—Jacob’s Pillow Stone—the Stone of
Destiny!
The Watchmen of Ephraim
Ephraim—America and Religious Faith!
The Number 13 and the Rebellious Son
The Mystery of Manasseh and the Unicorn
The Mysterious Tribe of Dan
Is America Now End-Time Babylon the Great?
Ephraim and the Esau Connection
Ephraim, the Prodigal Son Redemption!
Appendix 1: George Washington’s Vision

William F. Dankenbring

� Yes! By all means send me your new book at $20 per copy, and $5 for
postage. Please send _______ copies. Enclosed is _______.

Name

Address

City State Zip

Country
Send orders to:Triumph Prophetic Ministries, PO Box 842, Omak,WA 98841
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Name

Address

City State            Zip

Country

� Yes! By all means please send me the new book Mystery of

the Holy Days. Enclosed is ________ for ________ copies.

Mail requests to:

Triumph Prophetic
Ministries

PO Box 842
Omak, WA 98841

Visit our website:
www.triumphpro.com

Send for your copy of this mind-boggling,
amazing book of mystery and intrigue—
revealing the awesome secrets and unlocking

the hidden codes of the annual Holy Days and
Festivals of God. Price: $20, plus $5 for ship-
ping and handling.

TO LEARN MORE ABOUT THIS TRUE END-TIME WORK OF GOD, JOIN US FOR THE

FEAST OF TABERNACLES
THIS FALL IN Omak, Washington • SEPTEMBER 29–OCTOBER 7, 2015

T his may be the most important
Feast ever in modern times. It oc-

curs at the end of a Shemitah year of
release, a Sabbatical year of “rest.” It
could be the final Feast before the
Great Tribulation starts in earnest. It is
the time of the final Blood Red Super
Moon eclipse of the tetrad of eclipses
occurring at Passover and Sukkot, dur-
ing 2014 and 2015. The Feast of Trum-
pets, or Yom Teruah, is also the day of a
solar eclipse. These heavenly “signs”
are harbingers of things to come!

Join us for the Feast of Tabernacles
this year in Omak, Washington. Feast
Address: 141 Johnson Creek Road.
Camping available. Many motels to
select from. Services will be held daily

throughout the Feast. The afternoon
meal will be held together, family
style. Besides the regular spiritual
feast, we will have the sukkah dwell-
ing experience, lulav waving and
praising God, and informal Bible
Studies, fellowship, and beautiful
music. Join us for a wonderful, uplift-
ing spiritual experience of a lifetime.
Contact us at 509-826-7997 for res-
ervations and information. Or email
us at triumphpro@aol.com.

Omak, is a picturesque, old-fash-
ioned cowboy and western town, on
the east side of the Cascade moun-
tains sixty miles south of Canada,
with the beautiful Okanogan River
running through it. Omak is a spec-

tacular site to “get away from it all”
and congregate together to worship
and rejoice before God!

We will keep the Feast as GOD COM-
MANDED—we will expound and teach
what God commands—“that your gen-
erations may KNOW that I made the chil-
dren of Israel to dwell in booths, when I
brought them out of the land of Egypt”
(v. 43). We will build lovely sukkot
dwellings for fellowship and spiritual
enjoyment as God commanded.

We will wave the lulavs—“the
boughs of goodly trees, branches of
palm trees, and willows of the brook”
(verse 40), and “REJOICE before the
LORD” (same verse)! There will also be
messages on Christian living, over-

coming, Biblical doctrine, and Bible
prophecy and the coming Kingdom of
God! Bring your shofars and lulavs
and hearty appetites for God’s Truth
and good spiritual fellowship and
feasting! And we will “REJOICE” with
“joy unspeakable and full of glory”!

In these times of deadly peril,
growing world troubles, and onrush-

ing planetary crises, with Great Tribu-
lation beginning to stir and blow,
God’s people need to get together, fel-
lowship, and be instructed on what to
do and how to prepare for coming
hard times. “Omak” in the Indian lan-
guage means “Good Medicine.” The
Feast will be “good medicine” for your
heart, mind, body, soul, and spirit!

� Yes, absolutely, put me down for the Feast in Omak!

Name Number in family

Address

City State Zip
Send reservation to: TPM, PO Box 842, Omak, WA 98841

— MYSTERY of the HOLY DAYS —

es observe on always on Sunday, but the
orthodox and conservative Jews all observe
it on Sivan 6, today? What day did Christ, the
apostles, Paul, and the early church observe
it? And what is its awesome meaning and
symbolism? Why is it called “the day of
FIRSTFRUITS”? Did you know that the first
Pentecost, called Shavuot by the Jewish peo-
ple, occurred fifty days after Passover when
the Israelites left Egypt and reached Mount
Sinai—did you know that the Ten Com-
mandments were given on Pentecost?

And what about the mystery of the count-
ing of the Omer between Passover and Pen-
tecost? What meaning does it have for God’s
people? The world, and many Christians,
today, wallow in total ignorance and have
overlooked this command and have been
completely misled by false teaching!

The Mysteries of the
Fall Festivals

The mysteries of God’s Holy Days are
manifold and abundant! What is the real
meaning of the Feast of Trumpets? Did you
know it is really named Yom Teruah—that is,
Feast of “shouting, acclamation, blowing”?
Does it really refer to the second coming of
Christ? If so, why is it named “TRUMPETS”—
a PLURAL word—instead of “the LAST trum-
pet”—SINGULAR—which is the final trumpet
or seventh trumpet at which Christ will actu-
ally return, according to the Scriptures (see I
Cor. 15:50-52; Rev. 11:15-18)? Very few
people understand the REAL meaning of this
Holy Day in God’s Plan!

The Holy Day of Yom Kippur, the Day of
Atonement, is also grievously misunder-
stood by multitudes. Believe it or not, it is the

holy day representing the day Christ will
“judge the earth”—render judgment on the
nations—the day He will return from heaven
with the sword of vengeance upon His ene-
mies, and salvation and pardon for His peo-
ple!— it represents the day He will “cleanse”
the earth of sin and transgression!

Very few Christians or Jews really under-
stand the meaning of the Fall Festivals of
God—the Feast of Tabernacles, followed by
Shemini Atzeret. How is the Feast really to be
observed? What is the mystery of the sukkah,

or “tabernacle”? What is the strange-sound-
ing “lulav”? Which day pictures the “Great
White throne judgment”? What is the mean-
ing of Shemini Atzeret, the “eighth day”?

The awesome inspired meaning of each one
of these days is spelled out in this fantastic new
treasure trove book of revelation on God’s
annual Holy Days. It unravels the secret CODE
which has hidden the meaning of the holy days
from MILLIONS, including the Christians and
even the Jewish people themselves!

Here is a listing of chapters from this new
book by William F. Dankenbring.

Should Christians, as Well as Jews, Observe
God’s Holy Days?
What’s All This about “Moadim”?
God’s Holy Days or Pagan Holidays—Which?
The Mystery of the Exodus—The Ten Plagues
The Mystery of the Passover
The Mysterious Events of 30 A.D.
When Should We Observe the Passover?
Mystery of the New Testament Passover
The Mystery of Sefirat Ha Omer
Pentecost—A Day of Awesome Revelation
The Mystery of “Deuteroproton” and the New
Testament Proof of Pentecost!
Is a Sunday Pentecost Pagan in Origin?
Who Were the Sadducees and Pharisees?
The Mystery of the Feast of Trumpets
The Awesome Mystery of Yom Kippur
The Mystery of the Azazel Goat
The Mystery of Sukkot—the Feast of Our
Boundless Joy
The Awesome Mystery of the Lulav
The Great Mystery of Hoshana Rabbah
The Mystery of Shemini Atzeret—the Eighth
Day
The Holy Days Decoded

The Mystery of God’s Holy Days—REVEALED!

T
he annual Festivals and Holy Days
of God are revealed in the Scrip-
tures—yet few Christians observe

them and follow pagan holidays like Christ-
mas and Easter and Halloween instead! Isn’t
this preposterous and nonsensical?

How did Christmas and Easter invade
the early church? When did the church stop
observing the Biblical holidays and replace
them with PAGAN-ORIGIN institutions? What
is the real MEANING behind the Holy Days
of God, and what significance do they have
for CHRISTIANS and JEWS alike?

The answers to these questions are
shocking—dumbfounding—even appalling
to contemplate. How the world has been
utterly deceived by the machinations and
scheming of Satan the devil, who masquer-
ades his holidays and proclaims them to be
“Christian,” when nothing could be further
from the truth! Why did God create and
command us to observe HIS Holy Days in
the Scriptures?

Why did He give them to us? Are they
meant as lessons and learning tools for both
Jews and Christians, the “people of the
book”? Are there vital lessons hidden with-
in the Holy Days that we ought to explore?

The real meaning and significance of
God’s annual Holy Days is mind-boggling
and awesome to contemplate. Mankind has
been BLINDED to their brilliance and daz-
zling, stupendous and profound meaning.
Christians and Jews alike need to revisit the
annual Holy Days and study into this amaz-
ing subject that unlocks the MYSTERY OF
THE AGES.

The Enigma and Mystery
of Passover

What is the real story behind the first
holy day, PASSOVER? On what day should it
really be observed? Nisan 14 or 15? Why is
Nisan 14 called the “preparation day” of the
Passover? Why do some churches keep this
celebration the night BEFORE the time when
Christ was crucified?

Why have the Jewish people ALWAYS cel-
ebrated the Passover dinner or “seder” the
night AFTER Nisan 14? Does it matter what
day and how we observe it? What is the dif-
ference between the “Lord’s Supper” and
“Passover”? What are the rich symbols con-
nected with this Holy Day? Was it to be a
solemn churchified “mass” or a delightful,
joyous family festival and dinner, telling the
story of the Exodus and its meaning for all
generations?

Twisted Teachings on
Pentecost Exposed

Why is there such confusion over the
dating of Pentecost? Why do some church-
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What Does It Take To Deny Jesus?

We live in a very troubled world. And Satan likes to keep it that way by con-
tinually nurturing gainsaying and deception against the word of God.

However, all troubles on this planet are not the fault of the devil. Timothy
wrote almost 2,000 years ago that, as time progressed, evil men and seduc-
ers would wax worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived (2 Timothy
3:13). Notice that Timothy made no mention of the devil. Some people are
evil and seducers on their own and don’t require any extra help.

Jesus told the disciples: “Whosoever shall confess me before men (Strong’s
Concordance NT #3670 = have covenant; acknowledge), him will I confess
also before my Father which is in heaven. But whosoever shall deny me
before men (Strong’s NT #720 = contradict; disavow; reject; abnegate), him
will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven” (Matthew 10:32-33).

When individuals ‘confess’ each other, there is more than a nodding
acquaintance between them. They are friends. They know each other. The
parable of the 10 virgins shows when Jesus returns he tells five virgins he
does not know them. There is no covenant between them (Matthew 25:12).

The verses in Matthew 10 quoted above come from the King James Bible.
The word deny is used, but that is a catchall word. The original text is arneo-
mai meaning: contradict, disavow, reject, abnegate. There is no specific men-
tion of ‘deny’ as a meaning.

The dictionary definition of contradict is being inconsistent, asserting the
opposite of a situation or what has been said. Jesus clearly stated reasons
why he came to the earth. If someone changes those reasons they are con-
tradicting and, thus, denying Jesus.

Jesus is contradicted when what he said he stood for is changed.

Jesus is contradicted when the words he brought from his Father are twist-
ed around by people to convey a different meaning. Jesus said he could do
nothing without the Father. He spoke the words of the Father. Contradicting
what Jesus said denies the teaching he brought from the Father (John 5:30).

By dictionary definition, disavow means to disclaim responsibility or
approval of. The Pharisees rarely approved of what Jesus said and attributed
his miracles to the power of Satan. By disavowing the things Jesus was
teaching and doing by the power of God’s Spirit, the Pharisees were putting
themselves in the position of being disavowed by Jesus for eternal life
(Matthew 23:13).

Reject is not accepting, not believing. Example: Upon hearing some of
God’s truth, an individual responds they don’t believe, and in some cases
they can’t believe. They can not abandon the ideas and beliefs acquired
through cultural traditions, social customs, and religious dogma heard from
others who hold their attention. New Testament church leaders warned
against listening to error, warned about associating with those who refused
to accept what Jesus said.

The Jews brought Jesus before Pilate. During that meeting, Pilate ques-
tioned: “So, you are a king then?” Jesus answered: “Certainly I am a king.
For this very purpose I was born. For this very purpose I have come into
the world to testify for truth. Everybody who is a friend of truth listens to
my voice” (William’s New Testament, John 18:37). Jesus is denied when
truth is rejected.

Abnegate implies the severing of something, usually an agreement. The
word, abnegate, rarely is heard in English conversation, however it is com-
monly practiced. People regularly break their promises, break agreements,
break contracts.

A biblical example of severing an agreement (abnegate) is in Hebrews 6,
verses 4 to 6. It is contract breaking that happens to be unpardonable sin.
“When those who were once enlightened, and tasted of the heavenly gift,
and made partakers of the Holy Spirit, and understood the good word of
God and powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, it is impossi-
ble to renew them again unto repentance, seeing they crucify to themselves
the Son of God afresh putting him to open shame.”

Many chief rulers of the people believed what Jesus was saying. But because

of fear of the Pharisees who would put people out of synagogues and black-
list them to the close knit communities of those days, the rulers would not
confess Jesus. Basically, they loved their positions of power and praise given
by men more than receiving praise from God (John 12:42-43).

Jesus was born of a human woman—“The Word was made flesh” (John
1:14). On the cross, he bled and died (John 19:33-34)—“It is appointed
unto men once to die” (Hebrews 9:27). Jesus said it himself, physical and
spiritual forms of life were/are different—“That which is born of the flesh is
flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit” (John 3:6).

Regardless of many biblical scriptures, some supposedly enlightened peo-
ple believe when Jesus was on the earth he was god incarnate (a god
wrapped in flesh), or was half spirit and half human. The apostle John gave
warning concerning such ideas: “Believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God, because many false prophets are gone out into
the world. Every spirit that confesses Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of
God. And every spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the
flesh is not of God. This is that spirit of anti-christ of which you have
heard” (1 John 4:1-3).

Shortly after his resurrection, Jesus appeared to the disciples. But they feared
they were seeing a spirit, and Jesus had to calm them. “Behold my hands
and my feet. It is I myself. Handle me, and see, for a spirit has not flesh and
bones as you see me have” (Luke 24:36-39).

Jesus was praying in preparation for the cross. He asked his Father in heav-
en to restore the glory he had with Him before the world existed (John 17:5).
His prayer clearly shows that the lifeform who became Jesus on earth had
existed prior to creation of the earth. When Jesus would die, he would like
his former glory restored. If Jesus was a spirit while on earth he would have
had no need to ask to be restored.

Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time of the Dedication Celebration. Some Jews
surrounded him and asked: “How long are you going to keep us in sus-
pense? If you are The Messiah tell us plainly.”

“I have already told you and you don’t believe me,” Jesus replied. “The
proof is in the miracles I do in the name of my Father. But you don’t believe
me because you are not part of my flock. My sheep recognize my voice, and
I know them, and they follow me. No one shall snatch them away from me,
for my Father has given them to me, and He is more powerful than anyone
else” (Living Bible, John 10:22-29).

Jesus then made this comment: “I and my Father are one” (verse 30).

What was Jesus telling the Jews by that comment? He wasn’t saying he was
God, or equal to God. He wasn’t saying the Father and he were a single enti-
ty. The Jews, however, thought that was exactly what Jesus had said.

Those six words, I and my Father are one, are found in many New Testament
Bible versions. The number ‘one’ is in the original Greek text. Technically, it
is a correct translation. However there are some NT translation exceptions.

John 10:30 in the International English New Testament reads this way: “My
Father and I are united. Apparently the editors of the IENT looked at what
Jesus had said, and determined the intent of the comment ‘one’ as saying
Jesus and his Father were on the same page (to use a modern idiom).

Jesus prayed concerning present and future followers: “Neither pray I for
these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their
word, that they all may be one as thou, Father, are in me, and I in thee, that
they also may be one in us (John 17:20-21). Was Jesus asking for all dis-
ciples to combine into a single Being? If that is what he meant and asked,
the Father ignored the request. The apostles continued guiding the church-
es as distinct individuals.

The person who repents of sin, do they combine into Jesus? Of course not.
Repentant individuals don’t even become equal to Jesus. They are admon-
ished to grow in grace and knowledge and be ‘one’ in heart, mind and soul
carrying the Gospel to others.
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What Does It Take To Deny Jesus?

Adam and Eve were to become ‘one.’ “Therefore shall a man leave his father
and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife, and they shall be one flesh”
(Genesis 2:24). Adam and Eve did not combine into one individual. The pur-
pose for being ‘one’ was to be fruitful and multiply to fill the earth with
other individual humans (Genesis 1:28).

After Jesus said he and his Father were one, the Jewish leaders nearly riot-
ed. Of course, the majority were not part of his flock; therefore, they could
not understand what he had said. Even when Jesus had just told them the
Father was greater than everything else, and that included Jesus, the Jews
refused and began name calling and accusing.

Modern Bible publishers understand what Jesus said which is why John
10:29 is translated variously as greater than, stronger than the whole,
greater than everything else, more powerful. The Father was, and remains,
greater, stronger, better, bigger and more powerful than all others.

But the ears of the Jews were stoppered and they picked up stones to kill
Jesus. “At God’s direction I have done many a miracle to help the people,”
he said to them. “For which miracle are you killing me?”

The Jews replied: “Not for any good work, but for blasphemy. You, a mere
man, have declared yourself to be God” (Living Bible, John 10:31-39).

Jesus is denied by people who reject the 10 Commandments of his
Father.A rich man asked Jesus how he could attain spiritual life. Jesus told
him if he desired to enter into life he should keep the commandments
(Matthew 19:17).

“That harsh, Old Testament God,” many who profess Jesus will say. “I’m so
happy he did away with His Father’s constricting commandments. He
replaced them, and those bloody animal killings, with love. Now we get to
heaven just by believing Jesus was God’s son. Only believe,” they say. “Jesus
did it all. Sweet, savior boy!”

People who think God’s commandments are done away are conveniently
ignoring John 15:9-10—“As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
If you keep my commandments then you shall abide in my love, even as I
have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in His love.”

They are ignoring Revelation 14:12—“Here is the patience of the saints.
They keep the commandments of God and have the faith of Jesus.”

They are ignoring Revelation 22:14—“Blessed are they that do His com-
mandments, that they may have right to The Tree of Life, and may enter in
through the gates into the City.”

An Old Testament prophecy concerning the future Messiah says that
Messiah would magnify (Strong’s OT #1430 = to make great) the Law and
make it honorable (Isaiah 42:21).

Jesus told people: “Think not that I am come to destroy (Strong’s NT #2647
= annul) the Law or prophets. I am not come to destroy, but to fulfill. Verily
I say unto you, till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no
wise pass from the Law till all be fulfilled” (Matthew 5:17-19).

Having love, as the apostle Paul said, charity (1 Corinthians 13), without a
doubt is important. Jesus even gave his commandment about love to the
disciples: “Love one another as I have loved you. By this shall all men know
you are my disciples if you have love one to another” (John 13:34-35).

Scripture says every word should be established by testimony from two or
three witnesses (Matthew 18:16). Multiple witnesses provide truth for situ-
ations or knowledge. Jesus said he could bear witness of himself, but the
individual who gives witness about themselves might not be trustworthy.

The angel Gabriel told Mary he knew who would be born from God’s inter-
action with her. Gabriel was a witness (Luke 1:26-36).

Mary’s cousin, Elizabeth, was six months pregnant. The baby leapt in her
womb upon hearing Mary’s greeting. Elizabeth praised Mary: “Blessed is the
fruit of your womb. For what reason is the mother of my lord coming to

me?” (Luke 1:36-43). Elizabeth was a witness.

Jesus took Peter, James and John up a mountain. At the top, a cloud covered
over them. From the cloud they heard a voice saying: “This is My beloved
son in whom I am well pleased.” God gave witness that Jesus was His son
(Matthew 17:1-5).

Some people say an angel spoke from the cloud. If it was an angel speak-
ing, it lied by saying Jesus was its son. If an angel spoke, then Jesus lied
when he said his Father had borne witness to his identity.

Peter continued to confirm through later years he had been present upon
the Mount of Transfiguration. He had heard the voice of The Excellent Glory
telling them Jesus was His son. Peter was yet another witness as to the iden-
tity of Jesus (2 Peter 1:17-18).

The night prior to his crucifixion, Jesus told Peter he would deny (Strong’s
NT #533 = deny utterly; disown; abstain) him three times before the cock
crowed the next morning (Mark 14:30). During the night hours a maiden
asked Peter if he was a follower of Jesus. Peter denied knowledge of Jesus.

Peter was asked later on two more times and Peter denied. What he did was
a serious mistake. But it was a mistake from which Peter quickly repented.
Fortunately, Peter’s denial came before he had received the Holy Spirit.
Additionally, he had not rejected Jesus as being The Messiah.

Jesus counseled the disciples. If anyone wanted to follow him they would
need to deny (#533) themselves and take up their cross (Strong’s NT #4716
= exposure to death; self-denial). An individual who desires eternal life must
invoke self-denial. They must disown their former, sinful self (Matthew
16:24). The ‘old man’ needs to be killed off (Romans 6:6).

People, who were having difficulty believing who Jesus said he was, he
encouraged to observe what he was doing. Because of his good works—
most nothing short of miracles—they then should be convinced and able
to believe his identity as the son of God. “If I do not the works of my
Father, believe me not. But if I do, though you believe not me, believe the
works (so) you may know and believe, the Father is in me and I in Him”
(John 10:37-38).

Bad works also provide identity. Some people profess they ‘know God’ or
‘know Jesus,’ but their works are bad—adultery, fornication, uncleanness,
lasciviousness, idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulation, wrath, strife,
sedition, heresies, envying, murder, drunkenness, reveling. Their works do
not match what they claim about knowing Jesus (Galatians 5:19-21). Their
works deny Jesus. Their works deny God who considers them abominable
and disobedient individuals, “and unto every good work reprobate”
(Strong’s NT #96 = rejected; worthless) (Titus 1:16).

“By their fruits you shall know them” is a line from one of Christ’s parables
(Matthew 7:20). Fruits can be used to determine a person’s identity. The
good fruits of God’s Spirit are—love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance (Galatians 5:22-23).

The amount of ‘light’ a person has provides identity: “Let your light shine
before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father
which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

When someone rewrites Bible truth, they are foolishly risking everything. “I
testify to every man that hears the words of the prophecy of this book. If any
man shall add to these things, God shall add to him the plagues written in
this book. If any man shall take away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part out of The Book of life and out of the
Holy City” (Revelation 22:18-19).

Jesus summed up in a single sentence what it takes to deny him. “Who-
soever shall contradict, disavow, reject or abnegate me before men, him will
I contradict, disavow, reject, abnegate before my Father which is in heaven.”

A most important thing to remember: Whosoever transgresses, by not abid-
ing in the doctrine of Christ, has not God. He who abides in the doctrine of
Christ, he has both Father and Son (2 John 1:9).
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T
oday it is generally recognised by
God’s people that we are rapidly
approaching what is commonly
referred to as the End Time, which

many understand to include the most danger-
ous period ever for mankind, called in the Bible
‘the great tribulation,’ when much of mankind
will perish, Matthew 24:21, ‘For then shall be
great tribulation such as was not since the
beginning of the world . . . .’

Many who believe themselves to be
Christians expect to be ‘raptured’ away to
heaven before these troubles start. Others
expect to be protected in a ‘place of safety,’ on
earth, while just a few have heard of something
called the ‘sea of glass,’ which they believe to
be their destination during this time.

The Bible, however, provides the only full
knowledge about this period, and has a clear
warning for us today, Jeremiah 23:16-18, 20-
22. ‘Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not
listen to the words of the prophets who
prophesy to you, filling you with vain
hopes. They speak visions of their own
minds, not from the mouth of the Lord.
They say continually to those who despise
the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well
with you’; and to everyone who stubborn-
ly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No dis-
aster shall come upon you.’ ” For who
among them has stood in the council of
the Lord to see and to hear his word, or
who has paid attention to his word
and listened? . . . . The anger of the Lord
will not turn back until he has executed
and accomplished the intents of his heart.
In the latter days you will understand
it clearly. “I did not send the prophets,
yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet
they prophesied. But if they had stood in
my council, then they would have pro-
claimed my words to my people, and
they would have turned them from their
evil way, and from the evil of their deeds.’
ESV. This message is for us. Don’t ignore any
part of God’s word!

In that regard, a word here about the
‘Babylon’ Jeremiah refers to in his end time
prophecies. It is readily apparent that he is not
always referring to the Babylon of his day,
because of God’s instructions in Jeremiah 29:4-7,
‘Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of
Israel, to all the exiles whom I have sent into
exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: Build hous-
es and live in them; plant gardens and eat
their produce. Take wives and have sons and
daughters; take wives for your sons, and
give your daughters in marriage, that they
may bear sons and daughters; multiply
there, and do not decrease. But seek the
welfare of the city where I have sent you
into exile, and pray to the Lord on its behalf,
for in its welfare you will find your welfare.’

Neither can he be referring to the spiritual
Babylon of Revelation 17, because both it and
Europe fall at the end of the 7 years of tribula-
tion, but Jeremiah’s Babylon, if it does in part
also picture the Babylon of Revelation 18, falls
almost at the start of those years, Revelation
14:8, ‘Another angel, a second, followed,
saying, “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great,
she who made all nations drink the wine
of the passion of her sexual immorality.” ’
Notice this is before the Beast arises and before
the Great Tribulation starts—same chapter.

In Daniel chapter 8:13-14, we read of a peri-
od of 2300 days during which, for some six
years and three months or so, the sanctuary
and the host, God’s Church and people, will be
trodden underfoot. ‘Then I heard one saint
speaking, and another saint said unto that
certain saint which spake, How long shall
be the vision concerning the daily sacri-

fice, and the transgression of desolation,
to give both the sanctuary and the host to
be trodden under foot? And he said unto
me, Unto two thousand and three hundred
days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed.’
Although this closely defines the career of
Antiochus Epiphanes (175-163 BC) who op-
pressed Jerusalem, it also parallels what the
Bible elsewhere describes as the career of the
Antichrist or Beast, who will appear during the
last 7 years prior to the establishment of the
Kingdom of God on earth. He too will oppress
God’s church and God’s people in Jerusalem,
for cf. 8:17, just a few verses down, ‘. . . .
Understand, O son of man: for at the time
of the end shall be the vision.’

Indeed, Daniel was the recipient of several
visions regarding the Great Tribulation (12:1),
the final return of Christ for His Kingdom (7:9-
10) the establishment and destruction of the
Beast’s Europe (2:33-35) and the Messianic
Kingdom (2:44-45). Like much prophecy in the
bible, they are dual in character, as we saw.

That same final seven years is also referred
to in Daniel 9:27 as the last week of Daniel’s 70
weeks prophecy, after an extended hiatus cov-
ering the period of Judah’s diaspora, “even
until the consummation.” ‘And he shall con-
firm the covenant with many for one
week: and in the midst of the week he
shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation
to cease, and for the overspreading of
abominations he shall make it desolate,
even until the consummation . . .’ This is
Daniel’s famous 70th week of 7 prophetic days
(years) during which the Jews will experience
their conflict with their last and greatest foe,
the Antichrist, while amongst them, some of
God’s faithful servants will also perish at his
hands, Daniel 11:33-35, ‘And the wise among
the people shall make many understand,
though for some days they shall stumble by
sword and flame, by captivity and plunder
. . . . so that they may be refined, purified,
and made white, until the time of the end,
for it still awaits the appointed time.’

As we have seen, it is halfway through this
last 7 years that the work of God’s faithful ser-
vants in Jerusalem will be brought to a close by
the Beast.

So—we have seen mentioned a 2300 day
period just prior to the establishment of Christ’s
Kingdom, during which the ‘daily sacrifice,’ the
work of God’s people in Jerusalem, is carried
out, but cut short by the “transgression of des-
olation,” the Beast’s intervention, almost
halfway through the last 7 years (Daniel 8:13).

The 2300 days is actually 220 days short of
7 years. What occurs during those 220 days?
Revelation 6 provides a chronology of the first
half of those 7 years, made up of 6 Seals. (The
7th and last Seal covers the last 31⁄2 years and
is called the Great Tribulation.)

Both Revelation 6:12 and Matthew 24:29
speak of the same heavenly signs which we
read of in Joel 2:28-31, where they precede the
‘terrible day of the Lord’—the Great Trib-
ulation. Rev 6:12, ‘And I beheld when he had
opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a
great earthquake; and the sun became
black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon
became as blood.’ Matthew 24:29, ‘Imme-
diately after the tribulation of those
days shall the sun be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars
shall fall from heaven, and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken.’ Joel 2:28-31,
‘And it shall come to pass afterward, that
I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall proph-
esy, your old men shall dream dreams,
your young men shall see visions: And also
upon the servants and upon the hand-
maids in those days will I pour out my spir-

it. And I will shew wonders in the heavens
and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pil-
lars of smoke. The sun shall be turned into
darkness, and the moon into blood,
before the great and the terrible day of
the LORD come.’ calling to the mountains
and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the
face of him who is seated on the throne,
and from the wrath of the Lamb.” ’

These heavenly signs are immediately fol-
lowed by the return of Christ for His
Saints, as we see in Matthew 24:30-31, and
Revelation 6:16. “. . . . ‘The sun will be dark-
ened, and the moon will not give its light;

the stars will fall from the sky, and the
heavenly bodies will be shaken.’ “Then will
appear the sign of the Son of Man in heav-
en. And then all the peoples of the earth
will mourn when they see the Son of Man
coming on the clouds of heaven, with
power and great glory. And he will send his
angels with a loud trumpet call, and they
will gather his elect from the four
winds, from one end of the heavens to the
other,’ Rev 6:16 . . . calling to the mountains
and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the
face of him who is seated on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.” ’

The earlier dreams and visions referred to
here by Joel at the very start of the seven years
were the method by which the first angel of
Revelation 14 delivered his miraculous mes-
sage to the whole world in Rev 14:6-7, ‘And
I saw another angel fly in the midst of
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto them that dwell on the earth,
and to every nation, and kindred, and
tongue, and people. Saying with a loud
voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for
the hour of his judgment is come: and wor-
ship him that made heaven, and earth, and
the sea, and the fountains of waters.’
These dreams and visions are the real fulfil-
ment of Matthew 24:14, ‘And this gospel of
the kingdom shall be preached in all the
world for a witness unto all nations; and
then shall the end[time] come.’

This miraculous event astounds the whole
world and presents the knowledge to all that
Christ is soon to return. It is time to repent. This
is the very starting point of the last 7 years,
graphically portraying in vivid dreams and
visions the tribulation ahead for those who fail
to act, and it is followed by 5 more angels in
Revelation 14, chronicling the whole 7 years of
tribulation: 31⁄2 years of ‘the tribulation of
those days’ (Matthew 24:29), and 31⁄2 years of
the Great Tribulation.

Mathematics and Revelation 14 tell us the
220 days begin with the message of this first
angel and continue until the events of the very
next verse, Rev 14:8, ‘And there followed an-
other angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is
fallen, that great city, because she made
all nations drink of the wine of the wrath
of her fornication.’ The fall of the physical

nation God here calls Babylon brings about the
second seal of Rev 6:4, when world war breaks
out as a direct result of the fall of this great,
influential and rich trading nation, Rev. 18:2-3,
‘And he cried mightily with a strong voice,
saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is
fallen . . . , For all nations have drunk of
the wine of the wrath of her fornication,
and the kings of the earth have committed
fornication with her, and the merchants of
the earth are waxed rich through the
abundance of her delicacies.’

The miraculous delivery of those dreams and
visions at the very start of the last 7 years is an

unmistakable sign to God’s faith-
ful servants in the lands of
Israel to follow His instructions in
Revelation 18:4, ‘And I heard
another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my
people, that ye be not partak-
ers of her sins, and that ye
receive not of her plagues.’
They have then just 220 days to
leave ‘Babylon’ (see our article
‘Babylon’) and go to where God
tells them to carry out His instruc-
tions, before world war breaks out
and prevents any more interna-
tional travel for civilians. This 220
days is a period of peace during
the 1st seal when false prophets

will assure their followers that God will protect
them, but they lie. 1 Thessalonians 5:3, ‘For
when they shall say, Peace and safety;
then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with child;
and they shall not escape.’

Read also Ezekiel 13, which is addressed to
the Israelite Western nations, but especially
verses 10-11, ‘Because, even because they
have seduced my people, saying, Peace;
and there was no peace; and one built
up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with
untempered mortar: Say unto them which
daub it with untempered mortar, that it
shall fall . . . .’ This wall pictures the false sce-
nario of the end times and the resurrection,
which is still accepted by the vast majority of
God’s people, who have been deceived by
these idolatrous ministers.

After God’s miraculous signal delivered by
the angel that flies, it will be an extremely busy
time for God’s faithful saints. Let us understand
that not all of them will be able to follow these
instructions. The elderly and infirm may not be
capable, and recognise that they must remain
at home and play their part in any way they
can, knowing that, when the resurrection takes
place some three years later, God will remem-
ber that their ‘spirit was willing, but their flesh
was weak’! The willing and able, though, will
sell all they have to fund their journey and ful-
fil God’s instructions. Let’s examine those
instructions, which are quite new to most of
God’s people who have been blind to them,
deceived into believing that the resurrection
occurs only at the 7th trumpet of Revelation
11, right at the end of the 7 years. (See our arti-
cle ‘Two Vital Verses Confused.’)

Remember, it is God’s word that tells us
where to go and what to do.

Let us start with Jeremiah 50. Even in the
King James margin here, there are links to
Jeremiah 3:17-18, obvious references to the
millennium, ‘At that time they shall call
Jerusalem the throne of the LORD; and all
the nations shall be gathered unto it, to
the name of the LORD, to Jerusalem: nei-
ther shall they walk any more after the
imagination of their evil heart. In those
days the house of Judah shall walk with
the house of Israel, and they shall come

God’s End-Time Work in Jerusalem
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together out of the land of the north to
the land that I have given for an inheri-
tance unto your fathers’ (See also v4, & 19).
Jeremiah writes about literal Babylon in his
day, and foresaw the future captivities of Judah
and Israel, right through to Mystical Babylon in
ours, the time of ‘Jacob’s trouble,’ and Christ’s
final return in glory for His Kingdom.

Jeremiah 50 tells God’s faithful that they
have a duty to warn their fellow citizens that
they are about to be punished because they
have acted as the ‘daughter of Babylon,’ vers-
es 41-42, ‘Behold, a people shall come from
the north, and a great nation, and many
kings shall be raised up from the coasts of the
earth. They shall hold the bow and the lance:
they are cruel, and will not shew mercy: their
voice shall roar like the sea, and they shall ride
upon horses, every one put in array, like a man
to the battle, against thee, O daughter of
Babylon.’ Russia is already taking steps to
militarise its northern shores, just over the
North Pole from the American continent.

God’s people have been led astray by false
ministers, verse 6, ‘My people hath been lost
sheep: their shepherds have caused them
to go astray . . .’ They have been led into idol-
atry, Jeremiah 5:30-31, A horrible and shock-
ing thing has happened in the land: The
prophets prophesy lies, the priests
rule by their own authority, and my
people love it this way.’ Thus only a remnant
of them will remain alive and return to
Jerusalem to seek the Lord their God, Jeremiah
23:3, ‘And I will gather the remnant of my
flock out of all the countries where I have
driven them, and I will bring them again to
their folds: and they shall be fruitful and
increase.’

But before that gathering, God’s faithful
amongst them, who love His word, will follow
God’s instructions, 50:8, “Flee out of Baby-
lon; leave the land of the Babylonians, and
be like the goats that lead the flock,” ESV,
and 28, ‘The voice of them that flee and
escape out of the land of Babylon, to
declare in Zion the vengeance of the LORD

our God, the vengeance of his temple.’ They
must not leave it too late for ‘in that day’
Israel’s armies will be cut off, verse 30,’
Therefore shall her young men fall in the
streets, and all her men of war shall be cut
off in that day, saith the Lord.’ ‘In that
day’ is Bible code for the ‘last days’ or ‘end
time.’ Israel’s cities will be burned, verse 32,
‘And the most proud shall stumble and fall,
and none shall raise him up: and I will kin-
dle a fire in his cities, and it shall devour all
round about him.’ Never before in history
have both Judah and Israel been oppressed
together, verse 33, ‘Thus saith the LORD of
hosts; the children of Israel and the chil-
dren of Judah were oppressed together:
and all that took them captives held them
fast; they refused to let them go.’

The next chapter, Jeremiah 51, continues this
theme, verse 6, ‘Flee out of the midst of
Babylon, and deliver every man his soul:
be not cut off in her iniquity; for this is the
time of the LORD’S vengeance; he will ren-
der unto her a recompence.’ The clear link to
the future in Rev 18:4 is obvious, ‘Come out
of her, my people, that you be not par-
takers of her sins, and that you receive
not of her plagues.’ As is verse 8, to
Revelation 18:8. V8, ‘Babylon is suddenly
fallen and destroyed: howl for her; take
balm for her pain, if so be she may be
healed,’ and Rev. 18:8, ‘Therefore shall her
plagues come in one day, in death, and
mourning, and famine . . .’ ‘We must consid-
er exactly how much of Jeremiah’s prophecy is

dual in the light of this great similarity.’
Those who escaped just before this fall

(Jeremiah 51:45) should let Jerusalem come
into their minds, verse 50, ‘Ye that have
escaped the sword, go away, stand not
still: remember the LORD afar off, and let
Jerusalem come into your mind.’ They
have something to declare in Zion, verse 10,
‘The LORD hath brought forth our righ-
teousness: come, and let us declare in Zion
the work of the LORD our God.’

So much of these chapters is plainly about
the end time, ‘in that day,’ e.g. 50:19, ‘And I
will bring Israel again to his habitation,
and he shall feed on Carmel and Bashan,
and his soul shall be satisfied upon mount
Ephraim and Gilead,’ and Jeremiah 30:24,
‘The fierce anger of the LORD shall not re-
turn, until he have done it, and until he
have performed the intents of his heart: in
the latter days ye shall consider it.’

God’s faithful servants will fulfil the role of a
watchman to the world from Israel (Judah),
warning of the need to repent and worship the
true God, Jeremiah 31:6-7, ‘For there will be
a day when watchmen On the hills [Lesser
nations] of Ephraim call out, ‘Arise, and
let us go up to Zion, To the LORD our
God.’ ” For thus says the LORD, “Sing aloud
with gladness for Jacob, and shout among
the chief of the nations; Proclaim, give
praise and say, ‘O LORD, save Your people,
The remnant of Israel.’ . . . Is this future?
Certainly! The next verse shows this: ‘Behold,
I will bring them from the north country,
and gather them from the coasts of the
earth, and with them the blind and the
lame, the woman with child and her that
travaileth with child together: a great
company shall return thither.’

Earlier, as we saw, after God’s work has
begun in Jerusalem and Babylon falls, world
war immediately breaks out and parts of Israel
(Judah) are invaded. This brings about the
arrival of the European token force to ‘protect’
Israel, led by the one who will become the
Beast. Daniel 11:23, “After an alliance is
made with him he will practice decep-
tion, and he will go up and gain power
with a small force of people.’

Our God-given task is also made clear in
Ezekiel chapter 36, which is very clearly end
time. Please read it all. God’s work then contin-
ues in Jerusalem, from where His message of
God’s coming Kingdom is broadcast, Isaiah
62:6, ‘I have set watchmen upon thy walls,
O Jerusalem, which shall never hold their
peace day nor night: ye that make mention
of the LORD, keep not silence.’ A message of
salvation reaches out to God’s captive people,
verse 11, ‘Behold, the LORD has proclaimed
to the end of the earth: Say to the daugh-
ter of Zion, “Behold, your salvation comes;
behold, his reward is with him, and his rec-
ompense before him.” ’ That will be a sorely
needed encouragement to those amongst
God’s people who did not follow God’s
instructions to carry out this work from
Jerusalem, for they have no alternative but to
endure the oppression of invasion in their
homelands, Isaiah 10: 5-6, ‘Woe to Assyria
[among others], the rod of My anger And
the staff in whose hands is My indignation,
I send it against a godless nation and
commission it against the people of My
fury To capture booty and to seize plun-
der, and to trample them down like
mud in the streets.’

The good news of God’s Kingdom will go
forth from Jerusalem, Isaiah 40:1,3, “Comfort,
O comfort My people,” says your God . . . A
voice is calling, “Clear the way for the LORD

in the wilderness; make smooth in the

desert a highway for our God.’ We are told
what to proclaim, verse 9-11, ‘You who bring
good news to Zion, go up on a high moun-
tain. You who bring good news to Jeru-
salem, lift up your voice with a shout, lift it
up, do not be afraid, say to the towns of
Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Sov-
ereign Lord comes with power, and his arm
rules for him . . . . He tends his flock like a
shepherd: He gathers his lambs in his arms
and carries them close to his heart . . .’ (NIV).

All of this will take time, effort and money—
impossible without the recognition of these
scriptures as our responsibility, and the courage
needed to actually bring these things to pass,
for though we know not the exact time, it takes
forethought and planning to prepare ourselves
for such action, and co-operation when that
first angel flies.

As the first 31⁄2 years pass, we read in Daniel
11 of the Beast’s increasing power and influence
in Judah and the Middle East. Our work will be a
growing annoyance and threat to him, especial-
ly as we begin to warn of the Great Tribulation to
come, Joel 2:1, ‘Blow a trumpet in Zion;
sound an alarm on my holy mountain! Let
all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for
the day of the LORD is coming; it is near,’
and the need for the Jews to repent, verse 13,
‘And rend your heart, and not your gar-
ments, and turn unto the LORD your God.’

We will warn of the dangers to those who
begin to follow and worship the Beast, who is
closely allied with the leader of the great false
church of Revelation 17:4-5, which is spiritual
Babylon. This will really antagonise the Beast,
who increasingly relies upon the power given
to him by Satan, Revelation 13:4-5, . . . . ‘They
worshiped the dragon because he gave his
authority to the beast; and they wor-
shiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the
beast, and who is able to wage war with
him?” There was given to him a mouth
speaking arrogant words and blasphe-
mies, and authority to act for forty-two
months was given to him . . . .’

As we are advised in Daniel 10:14 (‘Now I
am come to make thee understand what
shall befall thy people in the latter days:
for yet the vision is for many days’), Dan-
iel’s visions reveal what will befall his people at
the end time. The continuum from Daniel 11:21
till the end of the chapter is prophetically dual,
as Christ tells us in Matthew 24:15. Compare,
‘So when you see the abomination of
desolation spoken of by the prophet Dan-
iel, standing in the holy place (let the
reader understand’) to Daniel 11:31, ‘And
arms shall stand on his part, and they shall
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall
take away the daily sacrifice, and they
shall place the abomination that mak-
eth desolate.’

The deeds of Antiochus Epiphanes (175-136
BC) provide a kind of pattern for those of the
wicked ‘prince that shall come,’ i.e. The Beast,
Daniel 9:26-27, ‘And after threescore and
two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but
not for himself: and the people of the
prince that shall come shall destroy the
city and the sanctuary; and its end shall be
with a flood, and unto the end of the war
desolations are determined. And he shall
confirm the covenant with many for one
week: and in the midst of the week he
shall cause the sacrifice and the offering
to cease . . .’ Despite setbacks, (Daniel 11:30)
he will grow in power until he is able to control
events in Jerusalem.

Thus, towards the close of the first 31⁄2 years,
he begins to persecute God’s faithful in
Jerusalem. This is the beginning of the 5th seal
of Revelation 6, the martyrdom of the Saints.

Daniel 11:33,35, ‘And they that understand
among the people shall instruct many: yet
they shall fall by the sword, and by flame,
by captivity, and by spoil , many days . . . .
to try them, and to purge, and to make
them white, even to the time of the end.’

Effectively, this persecution forces the
Church to end God’s work in Jerusalem, called
the ‘daily sacrifice,’ in the first part of Daniel
11:31. We are told that this is 1290 days from
Christ’s final return from heaven with His Bride,
the Saints, in Daniel 12:11, ‘And from the
time that the daily sacrifice shall be taken
away, and the abomination that maketh
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand
two hundred and ninety days.’

One month later, at the 31⁄2 year point,
the Beast decides that he is powerful enough to
take complete control in Israel and defeat his
enemies. After returning to Europe he marshals
his armies and returns with them to Israel
(Judah), Daniel 11:40-41, ‘And at the time of
the end shall the king of the south push at
him: and the king of the north shall come
against him like a whirlwind, with chari-
ots, and with horsemen, and with many
ships; and he shall enter into the coun-
tries, and shall overflow and pass over. He
shall enter also into the glorious land,
and many countries shall be overthrown:
but these shall escape out of his hand,
even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the
children of Ammon.’

It is time for God’s people in Jerusalem to
flee, before they are encircled by the Beast’s
armies, Luke 21:21, ‘Then let those who are
in Judea flee to the mountains, and let
those who are inside the city depart, and
let not those who are out in the country
enter it.’ Their God given task has been carried
out, but their journey is not finished yet,
Revelation 12:15-16, ‘And the serpent cast
out of his mouth water as a flood after the
woman, that he might cause her to be car-
ried away of the flood. And the earth
helped the woman, and the earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed up the flood
which the dragon cast out of his mouth.’ To
continue, read our article, ‘From Jerusalem to
the Sea of Glass.’

__________

Whether or not you agree with this message
in every point, many of God’s instructions are
indisputably clear, from God’s word. God will
ensure that an end time work is proclaimed
from Jerusalem by His faithful watchmen. It
will be during the time that ‘the children of
Israel and Judah are oppressed together,’ hav-
ing suffered war and captivity.

In Israel, this will bring persecution from the
Beast upon God’s messengers until he is pow-
erful enough to cause that witness from
Jerusalem to cease. Soon after that, God’s peo-
ple in Jerusalem will be found fleeing from
there with the Beast’s armies in pursuit, though
God destroys those armies.

Obviously, a good deal of planning and
preparation is needed for this Jerusalem work,
but there is no evidence that the Churches of
God even recognise these instructions, because
they don’t fit into their false concept of the rap-
idly approaching end time.

It is time, then, that God’s ministers bow
before God’s word and repent of their mis-
take of looking instead to a man and his words,
no matter who he was or what he achieved, for
no man is without error, and failure to recog-
nise God’s clear instructions is no light error. If
that repentance is not forthcoming, fulfilling
Jeremiah 23:17, God will raise up those faith-
ful servants who do look to His word and will
enable them to fulfil His commands.

God’s End-Time Work in Jerusalem

‘Because you have kept the word of my patience (patiently), I will also keep you
from the hour of trial, which shall come upon all the world’ (Revelation 3:10). 
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of its publication.
On Aug. 19, 2015, the two men got

together by phone and formalized the
discussion—about D&R, law and
grace—in an interview. The rest of this
article is excerpts from that interview.

__________

Who’s to blame?
THE JOURNAL: It may seem natural

and understandable for us to blame
Herbert Armstrong for the old WCG
doctrine on D&R, but it seems to me
that a literal reading of Jesus’ teach-
ings in this regard in Matthew 5:27-28
and 19:6-8 and Mark 10:4-12 and sim-
ilar verses is pretty much what Mr.
Armstrong said.

For example, Mark 10:4-12 quotes
Jesus:

“From the beginning of the cre-
ation, God made . . . male and fe-
male. For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall
become one flesh; so then they are no
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, let not
man separate . . .

“Whoever divorces his wife and
marries another commits adultery
against her. And if a woman divorces
her husband and marries another, she
commits adultery.”

Do you agree or disagree that Mr.
Armstrong was just enforcing Jesus’
directive? Is the problem simply that
Mr. Armstrong took Jesus too lit-
erally? Or maybe took Him out of
context?

Jesus reestablished the hardness
Mr. McCarty: Well, to answer

whether Herbert took Jesus literally,
the answer is simply this: There was
no grace and mercy in his [Mr. Arm-
strong’s] teaching. Jesus came to
establish, reestablish, the hardness of
the law. By the time Jesus got there,
the law had been watered down, so the
statements you mention were to
reestablish the excellency of the law.

THE JOURNAL: Jesus came to re-
establish the hardness?

Mr. McCarty: Yes. Jesus said to
lust sexually after someone is to com-
mit adultery. That’s making the law
more binding.

THE JOURNAL: Correct. That’s kind
of my point. By making it more bind-
ing, didn’t that attitude of making it
more binding lead to Herbert Arm-
strong‘s D&R doctrine?

Mr. McCarty: It did. Without a
doubt it did. But the thing that was
lacking in HWA’s doctrine was grace
and mercy.

THE JOURNAL: I agree. But in the
way it’s stated in Mark and Matthew,
aren’t those criticisms you’re leveling
applicable to Jesus’ sayings in those
verses, inherent in those verses?

Mr. McCarty: Uh-huh. I’m saying
that.

THE JOURNAL: Okay.

No provision for grace
Mr. McCarty: In other words, the

Ten Commandments are a codified
form of the spiritual law of righteous-
ness. The spiritual law of righteous-
ness works on every individual’s con-
science, unless their conscience has
been seared.

So Jesus came and He restated, if
you will, the strength of the law. There
is no grace and mercy in law. There’s
no provision in law for grace and
mercy.

The only thing that the law deliv-
ers is death. There is no salvation in
the law. If you keep the law the law
doesn’t mess with you. It’s only
when you break the law that the law
has a demand on you. And that de-
mand is death.

THE JOURNAL: So why did Jesus
then seem to reaffirm that law of
death, as you put it?

Mr. McCarty: Because Israel, at
that time, was under the old Law
Covenant. However, Jesus came to
establish a new covenant. And that’s
what was wrong with Herbert

Armstrong’s doctrine, which was old,
not new.

The end of men
THE JOURNAL: So Jesus could es-

tablish a new covenant. So why would
He start out establishing a new cove-
nant by just restating the law of death,
as you put it?

Mr. McCarty: Because Israel, and
Jesus, were still under the old Law
Covenant—so that men would come
to the end of themselves and realize
they could not save themselves, that
they needed a savior, that they needed
a new covenant of grace.

Paul clearly states in 2 Corinthians
3:7 that the Old Covenant is a minis-
tration of death.

THE JOURNAL: Okay. So when did
that happen? Right then? Or was this
something that Jesus expected to hap-
pen down through the ages when peo-
ple read His words in the Scripture?

Mr. McCarty: It happened at the
cross.

THE JOURNAL: I see. So Jesus was
stating the old law before He was cru-
cified but then things changed on the
cross.

Mr. McCarty: That’s right. He
came as a Jew under the Law Cove-
nant.

Most COGs believe
THE JOURNAL: So when exactly did

He announce that the D&R thing, and
other things too, would change on the
cross?

Mr. McCarty: Well, it goes back to
this fundamental understanding. I
haven’t kept up with them, but I think
most of the Churches of God believe
they are living under the Grace
Covenant. However, some of them are
teaching a mixture of law and grace.

THE JOURNAL: I’m sure most of
them do believe they’re living under
grace even if they also teach law-
keeping.

Mr. McCarty: Well, let me ask you:
What is the prime term or the prime
condition, that’s not even the right
word, what is the prime clause of the
New Covenant? Do you know?

THE JOURNAL: I assume what
you’re getting at is we’re saved by
grace, not law, not by works.

Mr. McCarty: No, I’m talking
about the Covenant of Grace, the New
Covenant. The main clause of the
New Covenant is “For I will be merci-
ful to their unrighteousness and their
sins, and their lawless deeds I will
remember no more.” That’s Hebrews
8:12, I think.

So there, you see, Jesus is not con-
demning me; that’s not the way to put

it. When Jesus died on the cross, He
paid all the demands that the law had
on me.

THE JOURNAL: I understand that
line of reasoning. What just seemed
funny to me was, the way you ex-
plained it, that Jesus would state the
matter as He did in Matthew and Mark
as if the old system was still in effect.

Mr. McCarty: It was still in effect.

Like Moses
THE JOURNAL: It was in effect, but

He didn’t say: Now, hold on a minute,
don’t assume stuff here, this is not
going to be in effect much longer, I
just want to warn you. He didn’t say
that. He just talked as if it was still in
effect and would be so indefinitely.
That’s the way he talked: like Moses.

Mr. McCarty: No, he didn’t, but the
writer of Hebrews does.

THE JOURNAL: But that’s not when
Jesus said it. On the other hand, yes, a
lot of the epistles, maybe all of them,
were written before Mark.

Still, in the context in Matthew and
Mark, it seems odd that He would be

so hard-line and not give a hint by say-
ing don’t take this too seriously.
You’ve got to wait until I’m crucified
to know how this really plays out. So
don’t do anything rash like get a di-
vorce and think you’re still bound to
your former spouse.

Good question
Mr. McCarty: Are you asking me

why Jesus didn’t say that specifically?
THE JOURNAL: That would be a

good question to ask, so, yes. Why
didn’t He say that?

Mr. McCarty: I don’t know.
THE JOURNAL: Ha. Okay. That’s a

good answer.
Mr. McCarty: I don’t know. I just

know what the rest of Scripture
reveals. He did say on the night before
He was crucified, when He took the
cup, He said this is My blood of the
New Covenant shed for many for the
remission of sins.

The passage in Hebrews is a quote
from Jeremiah 31:32-34. The prein-
carnate Jesus spoke the promise of a
new covenant through Jeremiah.

THE JOURNAL: I understand what
you mean. If you’re going to attempt
to harmonize all of Scripture as it was
written after Matthew and Mark, the
Gospels and even Samuel, Kings and
Chronicles, harmonize the whole
thing, then I could see how you could
work this out.

It still seems odd, though, that Jesus
would leave us hanging there and so
dogmatically state pretty much a hard-
line Herbert Armstrong approach to
things, in this case D&R.

Mr. McCarty: But Herbert Arm-
strong didn’t harmonize all of Scrip-
ture. He just picked and chose what he
wanted.

THE JOURNAL: Well, yeah, but a lot
of Christians do the same. They come
to different conclusions but they, just
about all of us, pick and choose, cherry-
pick, as they say.

Mr. McCarty: Well, they pick and
choose but you’re talking to a man
who has had his conscience cleansed
by faith in the blood of Jesus. In other
words, by experience I know that what
the Scripture says about the blood of
Jesus cleansing the conscience of a
believer is valid.

THE JOURNAL: I think a cleansed
conscience is a good thing. I’m not in
this context knocking your conclu-
sions. What was intriguing about the
D&R statements by Jesus was that
what we criticize Herbert Armstrong
for regarding D&R a person could
reasonably infer from those sayings of
Jesus in Matthew and Mark.

It’s not that I agree with Mr. Arm-

strong’s D&R doctrine. There was
something seriously wrong with it. It’s
that I was trying to give him the bene-
fit of the doubt because, after all, that’s
what Jesus said.

Mr. McCarty: That’s what Jesus
said but it’s not the full gospel. It’s an
Old Covenant doctrine that HWA
preached.

THE JOURNAL: What you’re saying
here is not exactly what I expected
you to say.

Law plus grace equals confusion
Mr. McCarty: Look what Paul

writes in Romans 11:6: And if by
grace then it is no more by works.
Otherwise grace is no more grace.
Otherwise work is no more work.
Otherwise grace and works, that is
works of the law, don’t mix. Like oil
and water they separate out.

If someone tries to preach law and
grace, you just have confusion. The
one nullifies the other.

THE JOURNAL: But some preachers
will say we’re not saved by works but,
when you are saved, when you are

converted, you will automatically be
led to do the equivalent of keeping the
law; that is, do good works, anyway.
Do you identify with that approach?

Mr. McCarty: I would. I guess it

depends on exactly to what depth of
quote unquote law-keeping you mean.

Let me cite 1 Corinthians 15:56 and
Romans 6:14: “The sting of death is
sin, and the strength of sin is the law,
for sin shall not have dominion over
you, for you are not under law but
under grace.”

We’re no longer under the Law
Covenant, but under the Grace Cove-
nant. Mr. Armstrong preached law not
grace, or at best a mixture.

The context
THE JOURNAL: But some people

could take what you said earlier as
meaning it’s impossible for us to sin.

Mr. McCarty: If you just take
things out of context you can come up
with whatever you want to. But that’s
a pretty clear scripture to me. You
know sin means what? Missing the
mark, or falling short.

I’m saying Herbert Armstrong did
not teach grace and mercy. Grace
means unmerited favor, unmerited
forgiveness. Herbert Armstrong did
not practice or preach grace and
mercy.

THE JOURNAL: I think in certain sit-
uations, one on one, he could be a nice
guy, just like he could also be less than
a nice guy. He could be both.

Mr. McCarty: Well, so can Satan.
THE JOURNAL: Well, so can you, so

can I. Equating Herbert Armstrong
with Satan, that’s harsh.

Mr. McCarty: Satan appears as a
nice guy too when he wants to get his
way.

THE JOURNAL: So was Herbert just
play-acting when he was being nice,

being reasonable, unlike Satan,
who’s thoroughly evil, as Christians
believe? Sorry if I’m going off on a
tangent here.

What did he have in mind?
Mr. McCarty: I don’t know what

was in Herbert Armstrong’s mind.
THE JOURNAL: I don’t either. So I

try to give people the benefit of the
doubt, even some of the more-eccen-
tric preachers of conservative and
evangelical Christianity. I think as
humans we’re mixtures of our higher
selves and our baser tendencies.

Mr. McCarty: He could be a nice
guy when he got his way but he could
be a real bastard when he didn’t get his
way.

THE JOURNAL: Just like you and
just like me.

Mr. McCarty: Herbert Armstrong
preached the law. Can we agree on
that?

THE JOURNAL: Yes, but he also
preached grace. I remember as a
teenager even before I came to AC he
was preaching grace as well as law. I

heard him on the radio, read his words
in The Plain Truth and in the booklets,
that we are saved by grace, not works.
He said that.

Mr. McCarty: Just saying that does
not mean he practiced it, does it?

THE JOURNAL: No. But it didn’t
mean he didn’t, either.

Mr. McCarty: Dixon, I just read the
scripture to you that said that grace is
not works of the law, and the works of
the law are not grace. Well, Herbert
preached the law, that we have to keep
the law to be saved. You can’t mix the
two and expect to gain salvation.

THE JOURNAL: He preached that,
but does that in itself mean he didn’t
believe in grace? I don’t think so. You
have figured out the way the universe
works in a way that makes sense to
you. Herbert could say that as well,
even though his way is a ways re-
moved from your way.

I think you can preach the law and
still believe in grace. I think you can
preach the law and still be saved, as
you put it.

Mr. McCarty: But he didn’t preach
grace.

THE JOURNAL: Yes, he did. I heard
him preach it. Maybe he said it with-
out meaning it. Nevertheless, I heard it
and accepted it. So you could say the
correct fruit was borne, vis-à-vis
grace, through his saying about grace.

Mr. McCarty: But just saying it
doesn’t mean he believed it. If he be-
lieved it, he would never have had his
D&R doctrine.

THE JOURNAL: Right. But it doesn’t
mean he didn’t believe it, either. Just
because you have a different interpre-
tation of Scripture doesn’t mean that
when Mr. Armstrong said something
he was lying. Even if, from your point
of view, his theology amounted to
confusion doesn’t mean he was lying.

I assume HWA was genuinely try-
ing to do whatever it was that he
believed God wanted him to do.

No remembrance
Mr. McCarty: I’m just saying my

six or seven years of exposure to
Herbert Armstrong’s teaching did not
teach me grace. I do not remember
him teaching grace.

It’s not a question of right or wrong
interpretation. Mr. Armstrong taught
the wrong covenant.

THE JOURNAL: Okay. But I don’t
see the difference in the two covenants
as as big a deal as you do. I think peo-
ple do and will have eternal life
whether they believe in law, grace or a
mixture. I think God is much less
picky than humans, especially Christ-
ian humans, are.

Mr. McCarty: Herbert did not
preach the full Scripture. We’re saved
by grace through faith, not of our-
selves and not of works, lest any man
should boast. So it is faith in His grace
that saves us, not faith in the law.

THE JOURNAL: You’re getting quite
specific about what Herbert Arm-
strong believed, what was in his heart
and mind. Yet what I heard was differ-
ent from what you heard him say.

Mr. McCarty: You don’t remember
whether he did or didn’t teach grace in
college.

THE JOURNAL: Yes, I do. You keep
saying that. But I keep saying I do
remember specifically hearing, being
taught, when I was a teenager and in
my 20s from Herbert W. Armstrong’s
ministry, the Radio Church of God,
that we’re saved by grace, not works.

Just what do you mean grace?
Mr. McCarty: I’m telling you that

grace was not preached or taught in
the Epistles of Paul, or any of the other
classes, nor from the pulpit in Big
Sandy.

THE JOURNAL: I’m sure that
Charles Dorothy, who taught Epistles,
believed and taught that we’re saved
by grace.

Mr. McCarty: So how do you
define grace?

THE JOURNAL: How do I define
grace? I define it as the love of God.

The precross Jesus didn’t have the last word on divorce

‘By experience I know that what the Scripture says about the
blood of Jesus cleansing the conscience of a believer is valid.’

Continued from page 1
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Mr. McCarty: Well, grace is the
unmerited favor of God, the unmerit-
ed forgiveness of sin. Receiving grace
is receiving the blessings we don’t
deserve, and HWA blessed me with
his D&R doctrine. There was no grace
or mercy for any of us who fell under
this Law Covenant doctrine.

THE JOURNAL: I understand what
you’re saying, although I would say
that HWA’s D&R doctrine was also
Jesus’ precross D&R doctrine.

I take the principle of grace a little
further than you are taking it. I take
grace simply as God’s love with no
qualifications such as whether it’s
merited or not. God loves us equally
whether we live up to His expecta-
tions or not.

Mr. McCarty: And mercy is not
receiving the punishment we deserve.

THE JOURNAL: I understand what
you’re saying. I have some differences
with that, but that’s a different conver-
sation.

Mr. McCarty: I’m not sure where
we are in the interview or where I
want to go with this. But you either
view Scripture through the lens of the
law or you view it through the lens of
grace.

THE JOURNAL: When you say “you”
are you talking about me?

Human reasoning
Mr. McCarty: No. I’m talking

about anybody. If you, or anyone, is
law-conscious you will view Scripture
through the law and come up with
whatever your belief system is. If you
view Scripture through the lens of
grace, you’re going to come up with
another belief system.

So if you’re law-conscious that
means you’re sin-conscious by defini-
tion. But if you view Scripture
through a grace lens then you are for-
given-conscious.

THE JOURNAL: Where I would go
further than you is colored by the fact
that my belief system is no longer
based squarely on Scripture. So the
lenses you’re talking about don’t
apply.

It’s not law and/or grace as defined
by Christians, it’s grace as defined by
me and my carnal human reasoning,
Isaiah 1:18. I believe a good way to
look at grace is simply as God’s love.

A lot of my recent thoughts are
based on my theories about the canon.
The canon, an objective view of it,
changes a lot of things. By canon I
mean the problems with the canon.

[See “Lo and Behold, an Elephant
Is in Our Room,” issue No. 146, dated
Dec. 20, 2011. See also the discussion
among readers of THE JOURNAL that
continued for several issues after the
original article in issue 146.]

Spit occurs
Mr. McCarty: Talking about Scrip-

ture, let’s consider Revelation the 3rd
chapter. It’s talking about Laodicea.
He says I wish that you were hot or
cold, but you’re neither, you’re luke-
warm. And because you’re lukewarm
I will spit you out of My mouth.

THE JOURNAL: Jesus is saying that.
Mr. McCarty: Yes. You are neither

hot nor cold. I’m not talking about you
personally. I’m just quoting Scripture.
I would that you were cold or hot. But
because you’re lukewarm I’m going
to spit you out of My mouth.

If you’re cold it means you’re view-
ing things through a law-conscious
lens. If you’re hot you’re looking at it
through the Spirit or through grace,
from a—I hate to use carnal—but with
carnal reasoning a man would think,
well, golly bum, it would be better for
us to be lukewarm than cold.

Why would Jesus want to spit us
out? Why would He rather us be cold
than lukewarm?

The mixture of grace and law pro-
duces lukewarmness. Jesus would
rather you be cold or hot, but not luke-
warm. If you’re cold, the law brings
you to the end of yourself and you
seek a savior.

Not in the original
THE JOURNAL: But wouldn’t luke-

warm be closer to the truth? Yeah, it
would. Well, the part that says cold is
better than lukewarm is a mistransla-
tion. It’s not in the original Greek.

Mr. McCarty: Oh, really?
THE JOURNAL: When I say that

about various passages of Scripture
I’m kind of making a joke. Any verse
I disagree with I try to soften my
explanation of it in a discussion by
simply saying it’s a mistranslation or
not in the original manuscripts. That’s
a slightly whimsical way to deal with
a verse that doesn’t make good sense.
I just mean that that’s not reasonable
so I don’t believe that.

Round and round
Mr. McCarty: I don’t see how any-

body can come to any conclusion with
you then.

THE JOURNAL: That’s right. My ar-
gument goes outside the Bible be-
cause arguing from inside the Bible
leads to all kinds of circular reasoning
that doesn’t actually prove anything.

There are wonderful things in the
Bible, some of the things we’re talk-
ing about today. But there are all kinds
of unwonderful things in the Bible.

Look at the Battle of Armageddon.
You have Jesus, the Prince of Peace,
the Savior, the Lamb who elsewhere
says many reasonable and profound
things but in Revelation when it talks

about Armageddon He’s depicted as
rotting people’s eye sockets out
because they don’t agree with Him
doctrinally.

If Jesus is who the Bible says He is
and who Christians think He is, then
He cannot be like that. God, the
Father, certainly can’t be like that.

Big Kahuna
Mr. McCarty: One of the reasons

the Pharisees didn’t recognize Jesus
as Messiah was they were looking
in Scripture and they thought He
was going to come back as the Big
Kahuna.

But you go back and look at
prophecy and He came as a lamb, and
He will later come as a lion. That’s in
Scripture.

THE JOURNAL: Right. But that
description of Jesus and God in
Scripture as warriors is unreasonable
to me so at some point in my musings
I realized I don’t have to believe those
things.

Mr. McCarty: Well, who’s picking
and choosing now? I’ll pray for you.

THE JOURNAL: Ha. Thank you. I do
appreciate that. I admit I’m picking
and choosing. That’s the only way to
make Scripture make coherent sense.

Leaving behind
THE JOURNAL: Moving right along,

why did you decide specifically to
leave the WCG, to leave the Churches
of God? Were there other reasons you
left before the events we’re talking
about today affected you?

Mr. McCarty: It didn’t happen all
at once. In my testimony you read that
I was in deep denial. I had deep emo-
tional pain. But when I came to col-
lege it took about two and a half or
three years for me to kind of come out
of that emotional trauma, and that was
gradual.

I didn’t have any previous church
background. So slowly but surely I
began to question a lot of the doctrines
I was being taught.

I think it was between my junior
and senior years they had a little min-
isterial conference at Big Sandy, and
Rod Meredith came and officiated,
and they invited some of the students
to sit in on that conference. I was one

of those invited.
In the course of Rod Meredith talk-

ing he brought up the divorce-and-
remarriage doctrine. He said a number
of things that made me think that,
well, my divorce-and-remarriage case
was really not valid the way it was
adjudicated.

Hard row to hoe
So I did some studying and think-

ing on that and so after I graduated I
went in and told Buck Hammer, the
head of buildings and grounds, where
I worked, that I wanted to have my
divorce-and-remarriage case reopened
and what did he think about that.

He said I think you’re going to have
a hard row to hoe. So I asked him who
should I go talk to about that. Who
would he suggest? What minister?

He said, well, he would suggest Dr.
[Charles] Dorothy.

So I went to Dr. Dorothy and he
asked me who presided over my case
and I told him and he said, man, you
don’t have a chance. But in any event
you’re going to have to go back to him.

THE JOURNAL: You’re talking about
Cecil Battles?

Mr. McCarty: No, Cecil Battles
was an elder in the Dallas area, where
I had attended, but Ron Kelly was the
pastor of the Dallas church.

So when I went to Ron Kelly and
told him I wanted him to reopen the
case, he said—let me remember his

words—he said, well, if you’re right,
that means we were wrong.

THE JOURNAL: No kidding.

A prayer in hell
Mr. McCarty: And, he said, that

would mean we broke up a valid mar-
riage. When he said those two things I
knew I didn’t have a prayer in hell.

But he said if you want to go for-
ward with it write up all of it: the
beginning of my association with my
first wife, how I got married, da da da
da da, and submit it.

So I did that. I don’t know how
many people in Big Sandy saw it. I
know that Krisie Van Zant read it. She
was his secretary.

Krisie told me she read it and
thought that it was valid, it looked
pretty good to her, so they sent it out to
Pasadena and I got word back that it
had been passed around among the
secretaries out there.

When the college was seeking ac-
creditation, Krisie, who was Ron Kel-
ly’s secretary at that time, told me she
had been instructed to destroy records,
certain things out of the files that
might be detrimental to their accredi-
tation efforts. So she was going
through his files and ran across my
appeal, my D&R appeal.

About a year, year and a half later
they came back and said, no, I was
still bound.

To answer your question more
directly about why I left the WCG, I
left over their divorce-and-remarriage
doctrine.

It wasn’t like I just got mad and left.
I went through the proper channels
and I had made up my mind that the
D&R doctrine was wrong in relation
to me, and after I got into it I realized
the D&R doctrine itself was wrong.

Simplistic reasoning
THE JOURNAL: Years ago, way

before my thoughts on the canon, I
didn’t have the benefit of your reason-
ing about Jesus’ sayings and then how
His death on the cross would nullify
His earlier hard-line D&R sayings.
Rather, I just came to the conclusion
that this doctrine is horrible. Common
sense should tell us this simply just
can’t be right.

Mr. McCarty: The emotional stress

and pain that I was involved in—there
was a part of me that just checked out,
was gone for a while. [For details see
Mr. McCarty’s article in issue 174.]

Maybe I need to clarify that the law
is still in effect. The New Covenant
supersedes the Old Covenant, but the
law’s not been done away with.

The spiritual law of righteousness
is still in effect, and we sin every day.
We break the law every day. But it’s
taken care of by the New Covenant
blood sacrifice of Jesus. There is
therefore now no condemnation to
them that are in Christ Jesus. That’s
from Romans 8:1.

THE JOURNAL: So therefore it
might as well not be in effect, in other
words. The law might as well not be in
effect because it’s taken care of by the
sacrifice.

Grace is a person
Mr. McCarty: Well, that’s right, but

only if you’re in Christ Jesus. What
does Paul say in Romans 7? He says
we are made dead to the law through
the body of Christ. But now we have
been discharged from the law. We’re
saved by grace through faith.

Grace is not a doctrine. Grace is a
person, and that person is Jesus. Jesus
is the personification of grace and
truth.

Moses gave the law. He was just an
intermediary. But grace and truth came
by—through—Jesus Christ.

The demands of the law have been
paid for all who are in Jesus. The
wrath of God remains on those who
do not believe in Him. See John 3:36.

THE JOURNAL: But, since Moses
was an intermediary, then God gave
the law, would you not say? And, by
the way, I think the various passages
about the wrath of God in the Bible
are all mistranslations or problems
with the Hebrew, Aramaic or Greek.

Mr. McCarty: Yes, God gave the
law, and, speaking to your canoniza-
tion discussion, the God who came
down on Mount Sinai and gave the
Ten Commandments to Moses to give
to Israel in the form of a covenant was
the preincarnate Jesus Christ.

THE JOURNAL: Yes, that’s accord-
ing to the Binitarians and Trinitarians,
but not according to the Unitarians.
And, if you don’t believe that’s what
the Bible says, just ask them.

Mr. McCarty: Well, screw Unitar-
ian doctrines.

THE JOURNAL: And Unitarian doc-
trines might say screw you.

Mr. McCarty: I’m just speaking out
of my own experience.

Internal consistency
THE JOURNAL: I’m just saying that

all these guys have reasonable, coher-
ent arguments from Scripture, and
they butt heads against each other, and
they contradict each other, but each
one has built a system that is at least
somewhat internally consistent based
on their research and understanding of
Scripture and their mind-sets.

Here’s another question for you.
What would you say is the proper
postcross, postcrucifixion teaching—
not sure doctrine would the right
word—on D&R?

Mr. McCarty: Don’t get divorced
except for the reason of fornication,
Matthew 5:32. Divorce produces
wounding and scaring. Father God
does not want that for any of us.

But, if you do get divorced for
whatever reason, Jesus’ sacrifice has
paid for this transgression.

Jesus’ blood sacrifice is powerful
enough that it is only required one
time and is sufficient for cleansing all
believers, past, present and future, not
like the animal sacrifices that needed
to be repeated annually if not more.

Just be sure you’re in Jesus. The sacri-
fice isn’t valid for folks outside Jesus.

The law demands payment. Grace
—Jesus—has made the payment by
His cross sacrifice. You can’t outsin
grace. You can’t overpower grace with
sin, no matter how much you sin.
That’s what Romans 5:20 tells me.

A believing believer practices right-
eousness because righteousness is a
gift. That’s what Paul preached in Ro-
mans 5:17. Read the 6th chapter of
Romans. It says we’re not under law
and we shouldn’t sin just because
we’re under grace.

Clear conscience
Mr. McCarty: My personal experi-

ence is that my conscience is clear
whereas once, under Armstrongism, it
was not. It is clear, cleansed if you
will, by faith in the sacrificial blood of
Jesus.

THE JOURNAL: Okay.
Mr. McCarty: You can argue about

the canon and discuss various opin-
ions, but if your experience conforms
to what is written in accepted canon,
then somehow or another that makes
the canon believable and true as it
stands.

THE JOURNAL: That’s exactly right.
Somehow or other.

Would you want to comment on the
Gary Fakhoury article about the WCG
and its doctrinal changes that we ran
in issue 175? Was it proper the way
the Tkaches—Joseph Sr. and Joseph
Jr.—decreed the new doctrines, etc.?

Mr. McCarty: I really can’t com-
ment on how the Tkaches imple-
mented the doctrinal changes. The
only comment that I can remember as
the doctrinal changes were being
made and I’m in the congregation
and listening to different members’
comments, ca. 1996, I said, listen,
man, this is the same old gorilla in a
different suit. Now, 20 years later, the
WCG in Dallas, Texas, which I think
is now called Grace Communion In-
ternational, appears to be a Christ-
centered church.

How many COGs?
Mr. McCarty: That reminds me. I’ll

ask you. How many different Church-
es of God are there in Big Sandy?

THE JOURNAL: Just taking a guess,
in the area of Big Sandy, Longview
and Tyler, Gladewater, Kilgore and
Gilmer, I would say maybe 20, includ-
ing the home fellowships, the house
churches.

Miscellaneous info
THE JOURNAL: Before we conclude

here, I need to ask a few personal
questions. What line of work are you
in, or are you retired?

Mr. McCarty: I have a digital print-
ing company, Affordable Graphics, in
Richardson, Texas.

THE JOURNAL: Are you involved in
any preaching or teaching activities
currently?

Mr. McCarty: When I get the op-
portunity I do preach, but I don’t pur-
sue that. But I do facilitate several
Bible studies.

THE JOURNAL: Do you regularly
attend a particular congregation?

Mr. McCarty: I regularly attend
Grace Revolution Church, Irving,
Texas.

THE JOURNAL: Are there other
questions you wish I had asked that
you’d like to bring up now?

Canon comments
Mr. McCarty: Do you want me to

comment on your canon article?
THE JOURNAL: Sure. And here’s

some background from my vantage.
In the early 2000s I was thinking
about the Bible and the nature of God,
consciousness and reality. Those top-
ics kind of came together and out
popped some different views of
things.

One of them was the position that I
take now that religion, including
Christianity, is a man-made device
that came along way after the exis-

Ron Kelly: ‘If you’re right about D&R, that means we’re wrong’

‘The Pharisees didn’t recognize Jesus as Messiah because
they thought He was going to come back as the Big Kahuna.’

Continued from page 20
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tence of God, who has been around
forever.

So Christianity and all religion are
a recent thing by comparison, and the
nature of the Bible is that it was built
and invented, in great part, by well-
meaning men, which is a mixed bag.

Man-made, or maybe I should say
person-devised, writings and sayings,
whether they’re the Bible or the
Methodist Guideposts, or The Plain
Truth or any sayings meant to be
informative and inspirational are
bound to have accuracies and inaccu-
racies, good aspects and not-so-good
aspects.

Thus these writings, as a whole, are
not necessarily reflective of the mind
of God in the way we have historical-
ly thought they are, and I’m mainly
talking about the Scriptures.

That brings to mind another ques-
tion I could ask you: Are you an in-
errantist?

Nothing wrong?
Mr. McCarty: God used Balaam’s

ass to accomplish His purpose. It is
credible to me that He may well have
used unbelieving jackasses to pro-
duce the God-breathed canon we
have today. What do you mean by
inerrancy? You mean that there is
nothing wrong?

THE JOURNAL: Not exactly. Even
inerrantists will allow for mistransla-
tions and problems with transmitting
the Scriptures down through the ages.
But inerrantists would say if we had a
really good copy of the Bible then

every word of it would have been
God-breathed.

Mr. McCarty: Using that defini-
tion, the answer is yes, I believe in the
inerrancy of Scripture.

THE JOURNAL: My conclusion, for
what it’s worth, is that the Bible is
man-made and the best you can say is
that it was compiled by well-meaning
people who were doing their best to
transmit information that they thought
best represented the mind of God.

And the worst you can say includes

the fact that they were not always suc-
cessful. There were also un-well-
meaning people involved in the writ-
ing and reporting and canonization
processes.

There are problems with the depic-
tion of God in the Bible. I already
mentioned Armageddon. Another
good, or bad, example is in Psalm
137:9, where God supposedly in-
spired the psalmist to say that happy is
the man who dashes your babies
against the stones.

God cannot be like that. That pas-
sage does not reflect the mind and
character and will of God. It was a
breakthrough for me when I realized
that just because a passage is canon-
ized, is in the Bible, doesn’t mean I

have to believe it. I’m not bad-
mouthing God. I’m badmouthing the
libelous way God is depicted in parts
of Scripture.

Leaving out
Mr. McCarty: What I see you’re

leaving out is that Christianity is not
just a bunch of doctrines that you
either accept or reject or that you
throw out this one and throw out that
one. Christianity is a relationship
with Jesus.

That relationship is a heart experi-
ence. The touchstone of knowing
whether you have a grace experience
is the cleansing of your conscience by
faith in His sacrificial blood.

I believe we’re all born spiritually
dead. Jesus was the only one who was
born spiritually alive. Adam and Eve
were created spiritually alive, but they
died spiritually when they trans-
gressed.

So Jesus is the only one who was
born spiritually alive, and the only
way we’re going to get out of this
world spiritually alive is in Jesus, if
we are found in Jesus.

Scripture validates
Scripture corroborates what I be-

lieve, and it is in agreement with my
spirituality. When you read the Scrip-
ture it talks about receiving the Holy
Spirit, about us having Christ in us the
hope of glory, and talks about the
Spirit of Father God in us.

I’ve been taking THE JOURNAL for
several years now and have not seen
any article that was as Christ- or
grace-centered as mine. If my article
is generating a better-than-general dis-
cussion among JOURNAL readers, I
believe it is because the article is

Christ- and grace-centered.
I’ve read your original article about

the canon. To many of your readers
topics like that will be of interest, but
in my opinion they don’t really feed
the spirit but rather feed the intellect.

THE JOURNAL: Maybe you’re right.
But I have no problem providing
sacks of feed for the intellect, and I
think feeding the intellect is just as
valid—and spirit-nourishing—a thing
to do as feeding the spirit, as you say.

In fact, I believe our intellect is a
function of our spirit, indeed a func-
tion of God’s Spirit and, for that mat-
ter, that each of us is a function of
God’s Spirit.

Mr. McCarty: That’s correct: the
intellect is a function of the Spirit.

Starve the Spirit and you end up with
a spiritually dead intellect entertaining
unfruitful thoughts.

If I could briefly summarize: If you,
or anyone, is law-conscious he is
going to view Scripture through the
law and come up with whatever his
belief system is. If you view Scripture
through the lens of grace, you’re
going to come up with another belief
system.

That other belief system is Christ in
me, the hope of glory. That other
belief system is 2 Corinthians 5:21:
Jesus took all my sins upon Himself
and transferred to me all His righ-
teousness. That other belief system is:
In Christ I’m dead to the demands of
the law because He paid all the law
demanded of me by the payment of
His cross, His finished work.

Finally, let us remember that in
May 1974 HWA himself rescinded his
D&R doctrine, stating God had given
him new truth. By saying God had
given him new truth he identified his
D&R doctrine as old truth.

The new truth was—is—New Cove-
nant truth, making it plain that his
D&R doctrine was out of the old Law
Covenant.

Concerning D&R, Mr. Armstrong
preached Old Covenant legalism, not
New Testament grace, truth and free-
dom from the demands of the law.

While we can’t know what was in
HWA’s mind and heart at the time he
rescinded his D&R doctrine, my
guess is its removal had more to do
with Ramona Martin than the Cove-
nant of Grace.

In May 1974 HWA rescinded D&R doctrine, citing ‘new truth’

these two additional references are
also found in the Greek Septuagint, a
translation of the Hebrew from the
2nd century B.C.E.

There is also an Aramaic reference
(bar ‘elahin) to such a heavenly being
who is said to be like “a son of the
Gods” in Daniel 3:25.

Anointed king
Each anointed king of ancient Is-

rael was referred to as “son of God.”
Samuel tells David that God has prom-
ised to make a covenant with him and
his royal descendants will rule as kings
forever.

Yahweh declares, according to Sam-

uel, “I will be a father to him, and he
shall be a son to me” (2 Samuel 7:14).

According to a later psalm, the Da-
vidic ruler will cry, “You are my Father,
my God, and the Rock of my salvation,”
and God will make him “the firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth”
(Psalm 89:26-27).

This is the background of Psalm 2,
where Yahweh says to the king, “You
are my son; today I have begotten you.”

Some scholars are convinced that this
language was used in some kind of coro-
nation ceremony, and various psalms are
classified as “royal psalms,” in that they
celebrate the reign of Israel’s king as
Yahweh’s direct human agent (Psalm
45, 72, 110).

God’s son
The people of Israel are called

“God’s son.” Moses tells Pharaoh of
Egypt, “Thus says Yahweh, Israel is my
firstborn son” (Exodus 4:22), and the
prophet Hosea, looking back to that
time, has God declare, “When Israel was
a child I loved him, and out of Egypt I
called my son” (11:1).

Devout son of God
In late Second Temple Jewish writ-

ings one who devoutly follows God is
said to be his “son” (Wisdom of
Solomon 2:16-18; 5:5; Sirach 4:10). For
example, the various patriarchs such as
Noah, Lamech and Shem are addressed
as “my son” regularly in 1 Enoch.

Lord, Son of God and Savior

Julius Caesar, Augustus, Tiberius
and subsequent Roman emperors were
regularly referred to as “son of God”
(divi filius), on coins and inscriptions, as
were a host of Greco-Roman “heroes”
who were called “divine men.”

Some of these were said to have been
“fathered” by a God, while others were
honored for their extraordinary deeds.

However, the terms “Lord,” “Son of
God” and “Savior,” in the time of Jesus,
were used rather widely in Greco-
Roman materials to refer to such leg-
endary, political, philosophical or reli-
gious figures.

We’re all the son of God
Adam, and by extension all hu-

mankind, is called the “son of God” on
the basis of being created in God’s
image and likeness (Luke 3:38; Acts
17:26-29). This is akin to the general
notion of God as Creator being “Father”
of humankind.

My son, the beloved
Jesus at his baptism hears a voice

from heaven that declares, “You are my
Son, the beloved, with you I am well
pleased” (Mark 1:11).

Mark records no birth narratives of
Jesus at all. Matthew follows Mark here,
but there were versions of his gospel in

ry) and inspired the pastor general and
advisers to implement each of the
variations.

c. Christians need to compare each
proclamation back to the Bible to see
if Scripture supported each proclama-
tion from men with religious titles.

Flip-flopping
4. Historically the leaders of the

Worldwide Church of God flip-
flopped its doctrine about a woman’s
use of cosmetics.

a. God wasn’t really interested in
flip-flopping this doctrine, but He was
stuck with each change and had to
bind each change as it occurred.

b. God wanted each flip-flop of this
doctrine and inspired the pastor gener-
al and advisers to implement each flip-
flop.

c. Christians need to compare each
proclamation back to the Bible to see
if Scripture supported each flip-flop
from men with religious titles.

Bound in heaven
This little test crystallizes some

obvious conclusions:
■ God is not trapped by the state-

ments of men.
■ God does not inspire every proc-

lamation of apparent leaders.
■ God expects saints to prove

which proclamations are from God.
Following a proclamation that is

bound or loosed only by men is not the
same as following a proclamation that
is bound or loosed by God.

The King James translation does
not help to make Matthew 16:19 as

clear as it could be. Notice some clear-
er versions.

The Amplified Version of the Bible
quotes Matthew 16:19 this way: “. . .
Whatever you bind—that is, declare
to be improper and unlawful—on
earth must be already bound in heav-
en; and whatever you loose on earth—
declare lawful—must be what is
already loosed in heaven.”

The Williams translation of the
Bible quotes Matthew 16:19 this way:
“. . .Whatever you forbid on earth
must be what is already forbidden in

heaven, and whatever you permit on
earth must be what is already permit-
ted in heaven.”

What about Acts 15?
Some people claim that Acts 15—

the account of the Jerusalem confer-
ence about circumcision—proves that
apparent leaders make the decisions

of binding and loosing for the people
of God. Is that really what it says?

■ It is important to realize the deci-
sion in Acts 15 was not made by phys-
ical people.

■ It is also important to realize this
decision was not a spur-of-the-mo-
ment decision by God. When God
made a promise to Abraham, He fully
intended to open the door of salvation
to the gentiles. God had a timetable.

Some people use Acts 15 to support
their view of the existence of one spe-
cial leader.

They claim James was the chief
apostle.

There are two problems with this
theory.

■ First, the New Testament model
does not conclusively show that
James was a one-man ruler. Peter and
Paul had major roles (Galatians 2:7-
8). James, Peter and John were listed

as pillars (verse 9).
■ Second, Jesus Christ is our Apos-

tle (Hebrews 3:1).
Some people use Acts 15 to support

their view of a special group of lead-
ers. They claim a chosen group of
leaders has the authority to make
binding decisions for saints.

There are two problems with this
theory.

■ First, Acts 15 was an example of
servants acknowledging God’s will.
Misapplications of Acts 15 are often
about rulers justifying themselves in

determining and enforcing man-made
policies.

■ Second, Acts 15 was about God
giving blessings to gentiles in general
(Galatians 3:14), liberty for saints
(Galatians 5:1) and unity among the
Body of Christ (Ephesians 2:19-22).
Misapplications of Acts 15 are often
about men using policies and proce-
dures to divide saints and to control
their perceived portion of the flock.

Can you see the tragic irony?

Pray for our friends
Among the Churches of God are

many intelligent and sincere saints
who still become mesmerized by peo-
ple with religious titles.

■ Without realizing it, many saints
put a man or a group of men into the
role of the Old Testament Levitical
priesthood.

■ Without realizing it, many saints
put a man or a group of men into the
role of the vicar of Christ (as prac-
ticed by the Roman Catholic Church).

■ Without realizing it, many saints
put a man or a group of men into an
exaggerated role of binding and loos-
ing on earth.

Sometimes it’s difficult to help our
friends who hold to these concepts,
but at least we can pray for them.

Continued from page 21

Here are 10 ways people answer the ‘Son of God’ question

Some people use Acts 15 to support their view of a special
group of leaders. They claim a chosen group of leaders has

the authority to make binding decisions for saints.

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

‘I’ve read your original article about the canon. To many of your
readers topics like that will be of interest, but in my opinion they

don’t really feed the spirit but rather feed the intellect.’

Take a multiple-choice test about binding and loosing

See SEVERAL WAYS, page 24
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tionally designed no-win battle situa-
tion at Star Fleet Academy. It was a
programmed mission failure designed
to test the character of the Star Fleet
cadets.

After failing the test twice, cadet
James T. Kirk secretly reprogrammed
the simulator and beat the scenario on
his third try, thus becoming the only
cadet ever to succeed in the rescue
mission of the Kobayashi Maru.

One good cheat deserves another
We know that cheaters should nev-

er prosper, but cadet Kirk argued at his
disciplinary hearing that the test itself
was cheating because it was un-
winnable and therefore he was forced
to obtain the solution by other means.

He was awarded a commendation for
original thinking. Interestingly, the test
was designed by young cadet Spock.
Thus we learn that perhaps redefining a
problem can lead to a solution.

Let’s try this approach to the insolu-
ble problem of Leviticus 23:15. We
shall soon discover that any verse in the
Bible that appears to be problematic or
contradictory to another on the surface
is actually a test, a puzzle laid out for us
to solve, and, when we do, we discover
a deeper meaning altogether.

This option would indeed be pref-
erable to venturing into the Klingon
Neutral Zone.

The insoluble scenario
From the time of the Wave Sheaf to

the presenting of the two leavened
loaves, Leviticus 23:16 states we are
to count seven Sabbaths.

For something as important as this,
we must know which Sabbath verse 15
refers to. From which “morrow after
the Sabbath” do we begin to count?

For years many have argued for
their choice of Sabbath that is in ques-
tion. There have been cases made for
the first one—the first day of Unleav-
ened Bread; the weekly one, the week-
ly Sabbath that always falls in the
midst of the week of Unleavened
Bread—and the last one, the last day of
the seven days of Unleavened Bread.

Each case has some merit. Most
readers here begin the count from the
day after the weekly one.

Still, why the seeming silence of
Scripture as to which one? We have
only a one-in-three chance of getting
it right. The intentional vagueness is
puzzling.

Actually, following this paradigm
you will have exactly a zero chance of
getting it right. Programmed failure.
Read on.

Three clues
In Numbers 33:3 we know the chil-

dren of Israel left Egypt on the 15th
day of the first month. In Exodus 16:1
we find a statement that appears to be
made in passing: that they arrived in
the Wilderness of Sin on the 15th day
of the second month.

Then, in Exodus 19:1, Moses says
they came to the Wilderness of Sinai,
“in the third month . . . on the same
day.” Many scholars say Moses was
impressed with the Lord’s timing. “On
the same day” refers to the 15th day of
the third month.

This is the day the covenant was
made between the Lord and the children
of Israel. We shall soon discover that
this is also the day of the Feast of
Weeks, the 50th day in the count of the
day that came to be known as Pentecost.
We will also see that the 15th day of the
third month is always on a Sunday.

Original source documents
The Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) con-

firm that what the writers of the scrolls
called “the Day of the Renewal of the
Covenant” (Pentecost) was celebrated
on the 15th day of the third month.

Now do you see what we have? We
have nothing less than the Rosetta
stone of the solving of the puzzle of
Leviticus 23:15. If we count backward
50 days we come to the Wave Sheaf
being waved on the 26th day of the
first month.

So it turns out all three Sabbaths in
question were wrong. There is a
fourth one, the correct one. The cor-
rect one is the weekly Sabbath after
the last day of Unleavened Bread.

Therefore the Wave Sheaf is the
26th day of the first month. Chalk it up
to the myopia of modernity that we
couldn’t see what was in front of us.

The DSS describe in detail a solar
calendar. The calendar was used by a
group of Jews that most now call the
Essenes.

However, there is a growing body
of scholarship that contends that this
sect was actually the true Zadokite
priesthood displaced by a series of
events under Antiochus Epiphanes.

This 364-day calendar is based on
the number 7 and, properly intercalat-
ed, is the most accurate calendar
known to man. Besides the weekly
Sabbath, of course, there is special
status attributed to days one, four and
six (Sunday, Wednesday and Friday).

Each quarter (spring, summer, au-
tumn, winter) begins on a Wednesday as
per Genesis 1:14 and the creation of the
tools of keeping time. The next month: a
Friday. The last month: a Sunday.

It is balanced, beautiful and ele-
gant, just as one might expect if you
think about where it came from.

Dismissed for years
For years the 364-day calendar was

dismissed because there was no evi-
dence of its intercalation. In other
words, without adding (intercalating)
days, weeks or months every so often,
such a calendar would soon fall great-
ly out of sync with the actual solar
year, and holy days would be out of
kilter with the seasons.

But I knew, for several reasons be-
yond the scope of this paper, that an
intercalation formula had to be there.
Many a late-night hour I have spent on
this puzzle, with the light of dawn
finding me still pondering on at least
one occasion.

Among many other interesting
things, here is the gist of what I have
found. The entire calendar is based on
the seven-day week and multiples of
seven (weeks); e.g., the Jubilee cycle
(of years) of Leviticus 25.

It is, therefore, a week that is the
unit of intercalation. Its intercalation
would prove much less volatile and
less frequent than the lunar calendar’s
adjustments.

The count of the Feast of Weeks is a
hint to its intercalation. Seven Sabbaths
equals 49 days. Besides this counting,
there was a similar count for the wine,
wood, cattle and more in the DSS.

A week intercalated every 294
weeks (6 × 49) equals 52 weeks (one
year) ever 294 years: exactly the

length of time for a nonintercalated
364-day calendar to fall one year
behind the solar year of 365.2422
days. Amazing.

Returning to the calendar itself, the
first day of the first month, again,
always falls on a Wednesday. The first
day of the second month always falls
on a Friday, and the first day of the
third month always falls on a Sunday.

This completes the first quarter of
the year. This schematic is identically
repeated for the remaining three quar-
ters of the year.

Don’t take my word for it. Read bib-
lical scholar James C. VanderKam’s ex-
cellent book Calendars in the Dead Sea
Scrolls. With this calendar, four of the
seven holy days fall on a Wednesday,
one on a Friday and one on a Sunday.

The only exception is the last day
of the week of Unleavened bread be-
cause, since the first day of Unleav-
ened Bread always falls on a Wednes-
day, then the seventh day of that week
must, by definition, be a Tuesday.

Quartodeciman, anyone?
This calendar resolves all seeming-

ly contradictory passages of the Gos-
pels involving Passover and the chro-
nology of the arrest, crucifixion and
resurrection, specifically those sup-
posedly between the synoptics (Mat-
thew, Mark and Luke) and John.

I know you will not believe this,
but Jesus was crucified on a Friday
and resurrected on a Sunday and not
on the days you have been led to
believe. And, no, the three days and
three nights of Jonah in the belly of
the fish are not an idiom.

The work of John Sash puts all this
to rest except he does call the sign of
Jonah an idiom. Keep reading for the
answer. I am putting all this in much
more detail in a book. There is too
much to cover here for now.

The traditions of men
If you want

to stick to fol-
lowing a made-
up calendar that
has  postpone-
ments, go ahead.
However, there is
now an excellent
paper  by Jewish
scholar Rachael Elior
that reveals the possi-
bility that a significant
number of  Jewish
pseudepigrapha and
apocrypha—e.g., Enoch
and Jubi lees—were
culled from the canon due
to their advocacy of the
intercalated 364-day solar
calendar.

Could this not also be the
reason behind the enigmatic wording
of Leviticus 23:15-16 and Exodus
16:1 and 19:1?

Pure energy
If Leviticus 23:15 is the Kobayashi

Maru of the Old Testament, then the
alleged glaring contradictions be-
tween the synoptic account and John’s
account of the chronology of Passion
Week certainly qualify for its New
Testament equivalent.

The reality of the intercalated 364-
day calendar resolves both. This unre-
solvable contradiction has caused
many to reject the Gospels and Chris-
tianity entirely.

Confusion over the Sabbaths and
new moons has even caused some to
follow after the so-called lunar Sab-
baths, whereby the phases of the moon
dictate which day of the week a float-
ing weekly Sabbath is set until a sub-
sequent lunar phase changes it again.

Jesus, according to the synoptics,
ate the Passover with His disciples on
Passover, a Tuesday evening. Pass-
over is always on a Tuesday evening
in the 364-day calendar. He died on

the following Friday on what the Gos-
pel of John describes as the Passover
of the Jews (Pharisees).

Babylonian gods
The Passover of the Pharisees could

fall on just about any day of the week
because it is based on a lunar calendar.
Nisan, Sivan, Tishri and so forth are the
names of Babylonian gods, and thus
the progenitor of the Pharisees’ calen-
dar came from the Babylonian Exile.

The DSS verify that there existed a
great calendar controversy about 175-
150 B.C. (to probably A.D. 70) be-
tween Jewish sects that struggled for
control of the running of the temple
and the sacred liturgical calendar gov-
erning worship therein.

The lunar calendar was most likely
instituted during the reign of Antio-
chus Epiphanes with the coup that
installed the Hellenist (lunar-calendar-
advocating) high priest Jason in 175
B.C. after his brother Onias III, who
opposed the Hellenization of Judea,
was deposed.

The dystopian intentions of this
Seleucid leader, Antiochus IV, to
change time and laws (calendar,
sacred seasons, holy days) are called
out in Daniel 7:25.

In Hebrew codesh means month,
not moon, as in new month, not new
moon. Under the influence of the

lunar advocates, new moon became
synonymous with the beginning of a
month even though the lunar month
varied in length.

Yet the days of the solar calendar
are always 30 days with an intercalat-
ed day at the end of each quarter (30 ×
12 + 4 = 364 = 52 × 7).

Now we can see John is writing
from an anti-Pharisaical perspective
regarding the “Passover of the Jews”

(John 6:4; 11:55).
The Passover of the

Jews is the Passover
of the lunar calendar
pract iced by the
Pharisees. In A.D.
33 it occurred three
days af ter  the
Tuesday-evening
Passover  that
Jesus kept ac-
cording to the
364-day calen-
dar described
i n  E n o c h ,
who is men-
t ioned in
the book of
Jude.

Under
t h i s

timeline we
realize that Jesus did

indeed eat the Passover with His
disciples and that He also died at the
very moment that the lambs were
being slaughtered in preparation for
the Passover of the Pharisees. See The
Date of the Last Supper by Anne Jau-
bert (1965).

Read also Calendrical Variations in
Second Temple Judaism by Stephane
Saulnier. Published in 2012, it exam-
ines the “Jaubertarian Theory.” Wel-
come to the party, Stephane.

Impossible trials
Six trials in nine hours were impos-

sible:
Preliminary hearing before Annas.
Hearing before Caiaphas.
Trial before the Sanhedrin.
First hearing before Pilate.
Hearing before Herod.
Final hearing before Pilate.

Now you know why Isaiah 53:8
says “He was taken from prison and
from judgment.” Now you can see
there was actually time for the six,
count ’em six, trials of Jesus.

He was arrested on a Tuesday night.
Between His Tuesday-night arrest and
His Friday scourging and crucifixion,
He was in prison two full days and

nights before He was beaten and cru-
cified, and He knew what was coming.

Torture experts say the dread of
impending torture is often worse than
the torture itself. Such dread is an
unrealized dimension of His suffering
that has been hidden from us.

Now we know why early Chris-
tians fasted on Wednesdays and Fri-
days, as per the Didache, unto the
ninth hour of the day.

As one writer put it, this was “be-
cause He was arrested on the fourth
day and was crucified on the sixth.”

Remnants but no knowledge
Most Catholics do not realize this is

why they fast on Fridays. They used to
fast both days until the ninth hour. Now
the observant ones don’t eat meat just
on Friday. Ash Wednesday, Good Fri-
day, Easter Sunday: The remnants are
there, but the knowledge has been lost.

We now have an explanation of His
allusion to the three days and three
nights in the heart of the earth. It
begins in the Garden of Gethsemane
and ends at His death. It is not about
His time in the grave at all. He rose on
the third day just as He said he would.

Read the prayer of Jonah as he lay
alive in the belly of the fish from this
perspective. Notice the conscious
agony of a living man. Notice, as the
New Jerusalem Bible puts it, “seaweed
twining round my head.”

Like Christmas in Australia
If you are still with me, I have one

more gift for you. It is found in Luke
1:26 (yes, you read that right). Here
Luke tells us that the angel Gabriel
visited Mary in the sixth month.

Everyone assumes that this is the
sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy,
but it’s not, and the wording that says
so in some translations is not original
to the text.

Luke is plainly telling us what time
of the year this takes place, the family
rotation of the temple service of
Zechariah, father of John the Baptist,
theory notwithstanding.

We know the Bible is partial to the
15th day of a given month for momen-
tous events. Counting 39 weeks’ gesta-
tion from the 15th day of the sixth
month would bring us to the birth on the
15th day of the third month: Pentecost.

If you want to say 38 weeks’ gesta-
tion, fine. Then conception occurred
on the octave of the annunciation, or
perhaps you want to say Jesus was cir-
cumcised on the eighth day and that
day was the 15th of the third month.
To each his own.

The point is that the covenant be-
tween God and Israel was born, if you
will, on Pentecost. The church was
born on Pentecost. And here is strong
evidence that Jesus was born on
Pentecost, a Sunday. About 6:15 a.m.
Just kidding. It was about the third
hour of the day.

Just like our fixation with the three
Sabbaths that detracted from the cor-
rect fourth one, we have been fixated
on the birth taking place in either the
spring or the autumn. Neither is correct.

Needs of many outweigh the few
Like James Tiberius Kirk’s circum-

vention of a doomed fate, we have
solved the unsolvable passages of Le-
viticus 23:15-16 and the four Gospels’
Passion Week “contradictions” by
throwing out the lunar calendar entire-
ly and replacing it with the solar cal-
endar of Enoch—again specifically
mentioned in Jude, lest ye demur. The
DSS verify. Everything fits.

Proverbs 25:2 states that “it is the
glory of God to conceal things, but the
glory of kings is to search them out.”
Like Hilkiah in 2 Kings, we have
found something great and holy that
was lost. It was found in an area called
Qumran in 1947.

Will we, like the king, recognize it
for what it is and accept the truth and
follow it? The Dead Sea Scrolls verify.

Resistance is futile
I understand the reluctance some

may have at recognizing that this may
be the solution to the aforementioned
problems we have been struggling
with in terms of putting the square peg
of Hillel II’s calendar in the round
hole of Scripture.

Many have tried to return to the
observed-calendar method. The best
work I have seen on the observed
lunar calendar is up on the Web by Jim
Rudd. As an MIT grad and one who
has done the best work in this area, he
may prove most resistant to the inter-
calated 364-day calendar.

To Mr. Rudd I shall, with all due
respect, quote Mr. Spock: “Only Nixon
could go to China.”

The German philosopher Arthur
Schopenhauer said it best about truth:
“All truth passes through three stages.
First, it is ridiculed. Second, it is vio-
lently opposed. Third, it is accepted as
being self-evident.”

As for the truth bearer, perhaps
Gandhi said it best: “First they ignore
you, then they ridicule you, then they
fight you, and then you win.” Gandhi
was an optimist. He obviously had
never heard of Ignaz Semmelweis or
Michael Servetus. (Look ’em up.)

I have said it before and will say it
again: If there were no calendar contro-
versy, there would be no Dead Sea
Scrolls. The pious men who followed
the solar calendar exiled themselves and
their scrolls to Qumran rather than submit
to the Pharisees and their lunar liturgy.

I started to title this article “Jesus Was
Born on Pentecost: a Sunday at About 9
a.m.,” but I decided that a reference to
the Kobayashi Maru sounded much less
incredulous. Live long and prosper.

Cadet Kirk said the test itself was cheating, so it was fair to cheat
Continued from page 3

As an MIT grad and one who has done the best
work in this area, Jim Rudd may prove most resistant

to the intercalated 364-day calendar.
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Hebrew that added the phrase “Today I
have begotten you,” based on Psalm 2:7.

This interpretation was referred to as
“adoptionism,” meaning that Jesus was
made and declared to be God’s son at his
baptism when the Holy Spirit came
upon him.

Apparently such a view was held by
some early Jewish followers of Jesus,
associated with James the Just, the
brother of Jesus, who came to be labeled
in later years as “Ebionites.” We are
told that they used the Gospel of
Matthew in Hebrew, but in a ver-
sion that lacked the virgin-birth
story of chapters 1-2, that they
believed Jesus had a human mother
and father and that he was desig-
nated (“adopted”) as God’s son at
his baptism as an indication of being
chosen and favored as Messiah.

No human father
Jesus is said to be the “son of God”

based on his mother, Mary, becoming
pregnant through the Holy Spirit, with
no human father, as explicitly stated in
Luke 1:35. This idea of no human father
is found in both Luke and Matthew.

Even though the Gospel of John has
no explicit account of the “virgin birth,”
his statement about the “Word [Logos]

becoming flesh and dwelling among us”
likely reflects this same idea of incarna-
tion: the Son of God born in the flesh
(John 1:14).

Resurrected Son of God

Jesus is declared to be the “Son of
God” by his resurrection from the dead.
This idea is most explicitly stated by Paul
in Romans 1:3-4, where he says Jesus is
a descendant (“seed”) of David in the

flesh but a “Son of God” in the Spirit.
The same idea, including the quota-

tion from Psalm 2:6, “You are my son,
this day have I begotten you,” is applied
to Jesus through his resurrection from
the dead in Acts 13:33.

We have no indication that Paul
thought Jesus was born without a human
father. Indeed, he says that he was of the
“seed” or lineage of King David, but his
status as “Son of God” was, according
to Paul, based on his resurrection from
the dead.

Firstborn son of God
According to Paul, those followers

of Jesus who have received the Holy
Spirit are made “sons of God,” and
indeed Paul says that Jesus is “firstborn
of many brothers” (Romans 8:14-17;
29-30).

Paul uses the term “adoption” to de-
scribe this idea that one becomes a “son
of God” and calls God Father upon
receiving the Holy Spirit.

The writer of Hebrew speaks ex-
plicitly of these “many sons of
God” who are to come (Hebrews
2:10). John expresses a similar
idea of an extended family of
“sons of God” based on a new
spiritual “birth” for those who
united with Jesus (1:12-13).

This writer’s own view
Given this complexity and diversity,

what one might mean by calling Jesus
the “Son of God” could range from an
affirmation of Jesus as God’s favored
choice as Israel’s anointed king, to ideas
of a preexistent divine being who is born
of a woman with no human father and
thus “becomes flesh” (incarnation), with
ranges of views in between.

But, not to dodge the question, my
own view is that he was an apocalyptic
proclaimer of the Kingdom of God who
went to his death with faith in God’s
promise to redeem Israel and the world.

Continued from page 22

Paul says Jesus was of the
‘seed’ or lineage of King David,
but his status as ‘Son of God’

was based on his resurrection.

Will there be lèse majesté in the Kingdom?
“First of all the U.S.A. has never

had a monarchy. In fact, the 13 col-
onies rebelled against the rule of
George III, king of England. Let’s
begin with that foundation for a par-
ticular perspective on Thailand’s laws
to protect the monarchy.

“Second, all Americans believe that
they are equal and no one should think
they are better or belonging to a high-
er class than anyone else. That idea is
not a Thai idea. Most Thais hold the
king as semidivine, something no
American would ever do.

American ideals are
the real problem

“Third, Americans believe in
freedom of speech. That means we
can say or print just about anything
we want to say about anyone, even
the president, and have such speech
protected by the First Amendment.

“Finally Americans have the un-
realistic habit of judging others in the
world according to our own prism.

“This is a huge mistake, especially
when we deal with enemies that want
to kill us. In the real world, PC does
not work.

“For instance, the Iran nuke deal
shows a fundamental lack of under-
standing about how the Muslims in
general, and the Iranians in particular,
view the world. Because we do not
even try to understand their history
and worldview, our own lack of un-
derstanding can potentially end up
destroying our American way of life.

Righteous leadership
“Back to Thailand. Thailand’s king

is loved by the Thai people, but not all
the Thai people. There are those who

would want to depose the king and turn

Thailand into a republic with a presi-
dent and not a king as head of state.

“Herbert W. Armstrong used to visit
the Thai king and queen. Mr. Arm-
strong was highly respected and es-
teemed by the Thai monarchs.

“I know this firsthand since I had
the privilege of sitting in on a number
of royal audiences with the king,
queen and Mr. Armstrong. He even
commented on several occasions after
his return from meeting the king and
queen in Thailand that they were the
finest examples of righteous leader-
ship in the world today.

“That was because they have self-
lessly dedicated their lives to the service
of their people and have founded many
hundreds of projects to raise the quality
of life for the people of Thailand.

“Those who would bring down this
king and queen and replace the mon-
archy with themselves are using social
media to disparage the royal family and
damage their credibility. This is partic-
ularly dangerous at this time because of
the succession. The Thai people are
sensitive about what will happen next.

Why ‘lèse majesté’ is proper
and important

“The king is elderly and in poor
health. He remains under 24-hour doc-
tors’ care in special apartments at a
Bangkok hospital and now only rarely
travels outside. The king’s enemies
would like to disrupt the succession

and perhaps use the chaos to their own
advantage.

“This makes preventing the disrup-
tion of a smooth transition to a new
reign particularly important to the cur-
rent government.

“Lèse majesté in Thailand is a seri-
ous crime because it is not just about
protecting the dignity of the crown,
but also protecting the peace and tran-
quility of the nation.

“Thailand was never colonized by a
Western power. England ruled in Bur-
ma and Malaysia to the west and south,
and France controlled French Indo-

china to the east. Thailand re-
mained free to develop its own
unique culture and worldview.

“Before we Americans attempt
to judge Thailand by our own stan-
dards, we should first learn more
about the perspective of the Thai
people toward the royal family. The
king is called the ‘Father of the

Country,’ and the queen is known as the
‘Mother of the Country.’ They are both
seen by Thai people as parents of the cit-
izens of the nation.

“No living U.S. president has ever
been called this. The closest Americans
may have to the concept of the role of
leader as parent is George Washington,
called the ‘Father of the Country.’

“Bhumibol Adulyadej, the constitu-
tional monarch of Thailand, when ap-
propriate, has intervened and commut-
ed or pardoned many convicted of lèse
majesté. But I guess the liberal Western
media have failed to mention this.

The nature of God
“Beware of the antimonarchial

slant of the liberal press. Let us all re-
member that the Kingdom of God on
the earth will be ruled by a King, and
He will be absolute monarch.”

Mr. Armstrong said the king and
queen were the finest examples of
righteous leadership in the world.

Continued from page 1

Notes and quotes

ICG elder dies in crash
TANNER, Ala.—An elder of

the Intercontinental Church of
God died in a traffic accident Aug.
11, 2015.

Clyde Crawford, 68, of Lacey’s
Spring, Ala.,
an ICG elder
for many
years, was
driving a van
that collided
with a log
truck. Mr.
Crawford died
a the scene.
The truck
driver was
injured and
hospitalized.

See Mr. Crawford’s obituary on
page 5 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.

13th One God Seminars
NORMANDY PARK, Wash.—

Ken Westby announces plans for
his 13th annual One God
Seminars, this year to take
place in Renton, Wash., in
the Red Lion Hotel.

The conference will
span two days, Saturday
and Sunday, Nov. 7 and 8,
2015.

Mr. Westby and his
presenters will again
tackle a controversial take
on the nature of God and
Jesus, specifically that
Jesus is the Son of God
but not God.

For more information
see Mr. Westby’s announce-
ment on page 12 of this issue
of THE JOURNAL. Or call (425)
226-7700.

Sabbath keepers’ directory
BONNEY LAKE, Wash.—The

Bible Sabbath Association (BSA)
announces the 11th edition of its
Directory of Sabbath-Observing
Groups.

The perfect-bound paperbacks
are $9 each plus $3 shipping for
U.S. buyers.

For addresses outside the
United States contact the BSA to
determine the shipping cost.

Payment is accepted by check
(postal mail), Paypal (via the web-
site) or credit card (by phone).

Write the BSA at P.O. Box
7707, Bonney Lake, Wash.

98391, U.S.A., or
biblesabbath@comcast.net. Or go
to biblesabbath.org.

Diana author seriously ill
John Morgan of Redcliffe,

Australia, informed THE JOURNAL
he has “only months to live” after
battling multiple-system atrophy
for 12 years.

Mr. Morgan, a former World-
wide Church of God member,
has written 10 forensic books
on the death, in 1997, of
Princess Diana.

The New Zealand–born author
said Aug. 18, 2015: “Recent
symptoms of my illness have
worsened considerably and I am
now not expecting to live beyond
the next few months.

“This month marks 18 years
since the death of Princess Diana
in Paris in August 1997.

“I wish to state categorically
that I stand 100 percent by the
results of my forensic investiga-
tion into the deaths of Diana and
her lover, Dodi Fayed.

“I also state that, after having
named several people involved
in the assassination and many
establishment-connected
witnesses who have lied in
their evidence, not one person
has sought to sue me or clear
their name.

“It is my sincere wish that
Princes William and Harry will at
some point seek justice for their
mother and that those involved in
her murder—and in the subse-
quent massive cover-up—will
finally be held to account for
their crimes.”

Mr. Morgan’s website is
princessdianadeaththeevidence.
weebly.com. He receives E-mail
at shining.bright@optusnet.
com.au.
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