
WESTFIELD, N.J.—A new
Christian motorcycle-rid-
ing group, XII Legions

Christian Motorcycle Ministry, has
started up in New Jersey with the
intent to develop chapters in other
areas of the country.

Sabbatarian biker Angelo Papa-
rella sent information about the new
venture to THE JOURNAL.

The gospel on two wheels
The bikers are “looking for other

bikers who have an interest in mo-
torcycles, riding and the Word of
God, including God’s holy Sabbath
day,” Mr. Paparella said.

The group is nondenom-
inational and open to all re-
gardless of church affili-
ation and “wants to pro-
mote the gospel of the King-
dom of God on two wheels,”
he said.

The founders are long-
time Church of God mem-
bers, with past and current
fellowships with the former
Worldwide Church of God,
United Church of God,
Church of God (Seventh Day), Beth
Israel Messianic Congregation and
Church of God Flemington (an affil-
iate of Church of God Ministries
International), as well as several pri-
vate-residence-based church groups.

The group’s name, XII Legions,

is taken from Matthew 26:53, Mr.
Paparella said. It formed when the
founders, Mr. Paparella and his wife,
Nereida, realized that of all the
Christian motorcycle groups out
there none was made up of seventh-
day-Sabbath keepers.

So the Paparellas decided to start
XII Legions for Sabbath-observing
Christians to have a group of their own.

‘We are not a church’
“The group is not a church,” Mr.

Paparella said. “It is a place for like-
minded Sabbatarians to enjoy riding
and promote the gospel at the same

time.”
“ O f f i c i a l

membership is
optional,” and
“all prospects
are welcome, in-
cluding new
riders,” he con-
tinued. “Non-
Sabbatar ians
who are inter-
ested in learn-
ing more about
God’s true Sab-

bath day are also welcome.”
For more information go to cen-

turion777.tripod.com/xii12legions.
Or write 12legions@centurion777.com.
Or phone (908) 456-1846.

See a related photo at the top of
this page of THE JOURNAL.

By Dixon Cartwright

As reported in a United News
article by Milan Bizic, Robin
Webber, the United Church of

God’s chairman of its elders’ council,
called the annual general conference
of elders to order on May 3, 2015.

The theme of this year’s ministerial
gathering in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio—
the church’s 22nd
c o u n t i n g  i t s
founding con-
ference in 1995
in Indianapolis,
Ind.—was “La-
bor in the Word.”

The meetings
over the week-
end included pre-
s e n t a t i o n s ,
workshops and discussions and a
“split sermon” (two short sermons) on
the Sabbath the day before.

Voting (which the UCG prefers to
call balloting) happened on the morn-
ing of May 3, a Sunday.

The elders approved the 2015 stra-
tegic plan, operation plan and budget,
amendments and the disposition of
four council seats.

“Operation managers Roy Hol-
laday (Ministerial and Member Ser-
vices), Peter Eddington (Media and
Communication Services) and Rick
Shabi (Financial Services) gave up-
dates on the work of the Church in
those areas,” wrote Mr. Bizic, “as did
president Victor Kubik on the overall
direction of the administration.”

Donald Ward, a council member,
church pastor and next-to-last presi-
dent of Ambassador University, de-
livered the conference’s keynote ad-
dress, emphasizing the importance of
the doctrinal trunk of the tree.

Voting results
Of the UCG’s 366 elders, including

283 in the United States and 83 else-
where, 243 voted for or against the
measures up for approval and the eld-
ers to sit on the council.

The strategic and operation plans

and budget were overwhelmingly ap-
proved. For example, the strategic
plan passed 229-14. All the measures
passed by similarly large margins.

Seated or reseated on the council
were Anthony Wasilkoff, Robert Dick,
Mark Mickelson and Scott Ashley.

Declining to run for reelection were
Carmelo Anastasi and Roc Corbett.

The council of elders currently con-
sists of Mr. Ashley, Bill Bradford, Aar-
on Dean, Mr. Dick, John Elliott, Mr.
Mickelson, Rainer Salomaa, Mario Sei-
glie, Rex Sexton, Dr. Ward, Mr. Wasil-
koff and Robin Webber (council chair-
man).

The church president is Victor
Kubik.

The UCG president is not a member
of the council of elders.

A way to appeal
A significant measure that passed

with a large majority was the “Proce-
dure for Appealing Suspension or Ex-
pulsion From the General Conference
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Conference elects councillors, passes measures by
hefty majority, including another appeals process

Continuing THE JOURNAL’s recent
publication of historic articles per-
taining to Churches of God, the fol-
lowing is reprinted from the Jan. 22,
1996, issue of IN TRANSITION, the in-
dependent COG newspaper published
by John Robinson. THE JOURNAL wel-
comes letters to the editor about this
and all other articles, including com-
ments from officials and other mem-
bers of the old and newer WCG/GCI
(Grace Communion International).

This article originally appeared un-
der the headline “WCG Leaders Air
Doctrinal Views on Radio.”

The writer is publisher of THE JOUR-
NAL and was editor of IN TRANSITION.

By Dixon Cartwright

The pastor general of the World-
wide Church of God described to
an international radio-talk-show

audience Jan. 4, 5 and 12, 1996, the trans-
formation of the WCG from a legalistic
sect whose members were plagued by
cognitive dissonance into a fledgling
Protestant denomination coming out of
a cave and seeking acceptance by the
world of mainstream churches.

Joseph Tkach Jr., WCG pastor gen-
eral, and Greg Albrecht, editor in chief
of the WCG’s Plain Truth magazine,
appeared on The Bible Answer Man
radio talk show with host Hank Hane-
graaff on segments originating in a
studio in San Juan Capistrano, Calif.

The Bible Answer Man is spon-
sored by Mr. Hanegraaff’s Christian
Research Institute (CRI), which was
founded by the late Walter Martin,

who wrote Kingdom of the Cults, a
book dedicated to exposing what he
termed non-Christian sects, including
the Worldwide Church of God.

The WCG’s Worldwide News ran a
photograph Oct.
3, 1995, of Mr.
Tkach embrac-
ing Mr. Hane-
graaff at the fu-
n e r a l  o f  M r.
Tkach’s father,
Joseph Tkach
Sr., who died
Sept. 23, 1995.

M r.  H a n e -
graaff character-
ized the events

of recent months and years in the WCG
as dramatic and historic, declaring that
nothing in Christianity has transpired
“of the magnitude of what is happening
within the Worldwide Church of God,”
which he referred to as a “major cult”
in the process of “embracing Scrip-
ture” and “submitting themselves
completely to the Word of God.”

Mr. Hanegraaff noted that WCG
leaders had contacted him “probably
two or three years ago” and “we have
spent quite a bit of time together over
the last few years.”

On fire to help
Mr. Albrecht commented that he was

“a longtime listener of the program, so
it’s great to be on the show with you.”

Mr. Tkach said he and other WCG
leaders—he named specifically Mr.

WCG leaders aired doctrinal
views on CRI’s radio program

LCG’s Tomorrow’s World tops 500,000

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—The Liv-
ing Church of God announced
recently that its English-lan-

guage print edi-
tion of Tomor-
ro w ’s  Wo r l d
magazine has
more than 500,-
000 subscribers.

The circula-
tions of its Span-
ish and French
editions are in
addition to that
figure, accord-
ing to Dexter
Wakefield, an LCG elder.

In 2014 the magazine was down-

loaded “hundreds of thousands of
times on the Internet,” he said.

The magazine began in 1999. As
is the case with the flagship publica-
tions of other Church of God groups
and ministries, it seeks to place cur-
rent events in the context of Bible
prophecy.

Its editorial position is that the
world’s problems are primarily spiri-
tual in origin.

The Living Church of God also
produces the Tomorrow’s World tele-
cast, which appears on 124 broad-
cast-TV stations in English, Spanish,
French, Chinese and Russian.

“It is also widely viewed on In-
ternet TV on Roku, Amazon, Goo-

gle, Apple and other Web media out-
lets including www.tomorrowsworld.
org,” Mr. Wakefield said.

The Living Church of God was
founded by Roderick Meredith in
1998.

Earlier, Dr. Meredith had served as
an evangelist and vice president in
the Radio/Worldwide Church of God
under Pastor General Herbert W.
Armstrong.

For more information about the
Living Church of God and its publi-
cations, broadcasts and other activi-
ties, go to lcg.org.

Or write LCG, P.O. Box 3810,
Charlotte, N.C. 28227, U.S.A. Or
phone (704) 844-1970.

See BIBLE ANSWER MAN, page 4

Sabbatarian biker group
forms in New Jersey

THE JOURNAL is listing con-
tact information, locations
and dates of Feast of Taber-

nacles observances for 2015 in
several issues in 2015.

If you haven't already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.

Many observances this year
will fall from Sept. 27 through
Oct. 5. The Feast is eight full days,
counting the last day, but falls on
nine days or partial days on the
Gregorian calendar.

See next month’s issue of THE
JOURNAL for the next Feast listing.

The Journal’s
Feast listing
in next issue

Milan Bizic

XII LEGIONS—Angelo and Nereida Paparella of Westfield, N.J., show their rig dur-
ing a photo session for their Christian motorcycle ministry.The couple was familiar with
other Christian bikers’ groups but decided to start one especially for Sabbatarian
Christians. The name of the group, XII Legions, is a reference to the 12 legions of
angels mentioned in Matthew 26:53. For more information see the article at the bot-
tom of this page of THE JOURNAL. [Courtesy photo]

Dexter Wakefield

BBiikkiinngg  ffoorr  tthhee
KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoodd,,

tthhee  ggoossppeell  aanndd
tthhee  SSaabbbbaatthh

See UNITED REATTEMPTING, page 16

Hank Hanegraaff
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The silence of the women

Regarding Tina Engelbart’s ad in
THE JOURNAL, issue 171, page
19, about women preaching:

She cites 1 Corinthians 14:34-35
and claims: “There is no law in the
Old Testament that forbids women to
speak.”

So she thinks Paul was referring to
the oral law of the Jews, and she
believes the passage should really
refer to the Jews’ saying as bunk.

She quotes Adam Clarke’s com-
ments on the passage. But in his three-
volume commentary he does cite the
law Paul spoke of as referring to Gen-
esis 3:16, with Eve subject to Adam as
her husband.

Clarke does write that in the church
women should keep silent (not
preach) under normal conditions,
speaking out on occasion only if
moved by God.

Tina does not cite Paul saying
about the same thing as 1 Corinthians
14:34-35 in this passage:

“Let the woman learn in silence
with all subjection. But I suffer not a
woman to teach, nor to usurp authori-
ty over the man, but to be in silence.
For Adam was first formed, then Eve.
And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman being deceived was in the
transgression” (1 Timothy 2:11-14).

Jan Young
Yuma, Ariz.

Anybody should know better
You should know better than what

you have published in the photo cap-
tion of your main article [“Church
History: Did the WCG Leaders Have
Doctrine Agenda?”] on page 5 of the
latest JOURNAL [issue No. 172, dated
April 30, 2015]:

Herbert W. Armstrong was never
the pastor general of Grace Commu-
nion International.

His apostate successors progres-
sively transformed the WCG into a
Protestant organization, until officially
so on May 9, 1997—which confirmed
what was long evident: Doctrinally
and spiritually, it was no longer the
church that Mr. Armstrong founded.
The later April 3, 2009, name change
to GCI took place 23 years after Mr.
Armstrong died.

Mr. Armstrong never founded the
Radio Church of God in 1927 or 1934.

He was first motivated to do serious
Bible study leading to the basis of his
religious belief in the autumn of 1926.

He regarded the real start of his
worldwide work as July 9, 1933,
when he commenced a six-week-long
evangelistic campaign. See his autobi-
ography.

The Radio Church of God was in-
corporated on Oct. 21, 1933.

Mr. Armstrong’s first official radio
broadcast was on Jan. 7, 1934.

The Plain Truth was first published
on Feb. 1, 1934.

Geoff Neilson
Cape Town, South Africa

Genesis 2 and the Sabbath
Leave it to religion to take the fac-

tual statement in Genesis 2:1-3, which
does not give any present or future
Sabbath-keeping instructions or com-
mands for Adam, Eve or any of their
future children, and transform it into a
command from God. Then take the
instructional command from the mouth
of God in Genesis 2:24 and use it
selectively.

If God intended Genesis 2:1-3 to be
an example from Him for us to observe
the Sabbath, He would have inspired
the writer to tell us, just as Jesus plain-
ly did in John 13:12-15 when He
washed the feet of His disciples!

Human observance of the Sabbath
is not found in the book of Genesis
and was not instituted until Exodus
16, when God gave it to His chosen
nation of Israel, a people that was
never promised the Holy Spirit.

Joseph Willie
Folsom, La.

Many perspectives, one Lord
In Dave Havir’s column on page 3

of issue No. 171 he states as a matter
of fact that “some realize that the con-
cept of servant leadership is a major
shift of perspective.”

On page 19 Tina Engelbart gives us
a different perspective. Tina speaks
from the perspective of those who
believe their scripturally given authori-
ty to speak in a Christian meeting was
not respected. From her perspective she
obviously does not see a major shift.

Dave, on the other hand, sees this
from the perspective of someone who
has been and still is among those who
control who speaks and when they can
speak—God being required to inspire
the approval of a servant leader (or
whatever we call them) before God can
inspire a person even to ask a question
in the servant leader’s meeting.

Often the ruling class of servant
leaders has a problem believing any-
one other than them or others with

special qualifications could
possibly have anything

worthwhile to say. Are
we suggesting that af-
ter listening to them
for many years peo-
ple are still unlearned

or unstable?
I find it interesting that

some people say there are
no prophets in the church
today. Prophets speak spon-
taneously. Would prophets
be allowed to speak if they
were there? This would not

be deemed orderly by most modern
churches.

Paul gives another perspective that
has not been addressed:

“How is it then, brethren? When-
ever you come together, each of you
has a psalm, has a teaching, has a
tongue, has a revelation, has an inter-
pretation. Let all things be done for
edification” (1 Corinthians 14:26).

“For you can all prophesy one by
one, that all may learn and all may be
encouraged” (1 Corinthians 14:31).

Apparently Paul was saying that
everyone at a Christian meeting should
be allowed to put in his or her two cents’
worth, but not at the same time. The
“one or two speaking” seems to refer to
a given subject, not a given meeting.

The class system’s roots apparently
run deep and in many directions.
Sadly, as Dave points out, few see any
problem with anything. Moreover,
even if they do see a problem they
most often are not only comfortable
with the status quo, they are willing to
support it and rejoice in it.

There appear to be many perspec-
tives, but one Lord.

Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

Quite a few shades of gray
Wesley Worthen’s article about

Sabbath keeping [“Keep Score on the
Sabbath?”] in your last issue [No. 172,
dated April 30, 2015] reminded me
that there is a large gray area about
where we should draw the line regard-
ing our Sabbath activities.

Seventh-day-Sabbath keepers agree
that God wants us to do our normal
work the first six days of the week but
rest on the seventh-day Sabbath.

But there is much disagreement,
even within the same church groups,
as to where to draw that line.

I have friends who are members of
COG groups, Adventists, Seventh
Day Baptists and Jewish religions.
Opinions vary as to appropriate activ-
ities on the Sabbath.

Some Sabbatarians will not attend
restaurants, but most members do.
Some extremists won’t even use a
light switch!

Some limit driving to a minimum
on the Sabbath, but many of us take
scenic drives to enjoy what God creat-
ed, even going boating.

I’m a pilot and don’t think that en-
joying a scenic trip in an airplane is
any different from driving a car.

I was raised in an Adventist family.
My parents thought it was acceptable
for us kids to participate in light sports

such as swimming, playing ball or
mild hiking. Other parents in the same
church disagreed.

An elderly man who owns the seven-
story building where I live is a promi-
nent member of a non-COG Sabbath-
keeping organization. He and I both
have scenic apartments on the top floor.

He thinks it is okay to climb stairs up
seven floors on the Sabbath, but not use
the elevator! I think just the reverse.

He will catch a ride in the elevator
when someone else is going up. Many
times when I see him sitting at the
building’s entrance I’ll go out of my
way to take the elevator upstairs so he
can catch a ride. I’m sure he suspects
my motives and is appreciative.

Deciding where to draw that line is
an interesting decision for all Sabba-
tarians. Most of us make an arbitrary
decision using common sense, and we
pray to God that He will guide us in
that gray area. Earl Cayton

San Francisco, Calif.

God bless my brethren
Do we sit down and read the Scrip-

tures daily as the Berean brethren did,
or do we spend that time watching tel-
evision, absorbing the filth of this
present age?

Do we spend time in prayer and
meditation?

Do we fast when moved by the
Spirit of God?

Each of us knows the answers to
those questions. Do we give praise to
our Father and Savior often? I admit I
find myself lacking.

I love to go for a walk several times
weekly. In one of the places I walk
there is a monument that states the fol-
lowing: “Do you want what God wants
more than you want anything else?”

I really hope you find this letter an
encouragement and helpful, not as a
rebuke but as a motivator. Was it Paul
who said God forbid that I should
cease praying for my brethren?

God bless.
Don Cassidy

Maryville, Tenn.

Remembering Mitchell Smith
In the article about the SOOJ Feast

site, which promotes Hebrew roots, in
issue 171, March 2015, you mention the
Kelleys (Tim and Angie) as organizers.

From the start, Mitchell Smith, for-
merly of Lindale, Texas, was also an
organizer, until his death in a work
accident in 2001.

He and Mr. Kelley were the ones
who started the SOOJ (Season of Our
Joy) Feast site.

Mr. Smith was quite active in the
COG Sabbatarian church in the area
where he lived.

Paul Shaw
Tyler, Texas

Sacred words
I still respect those who use Jeho-

vah or Yahweh or even Jesus to refer
to the Father’s and Son’s names.

But, when we live in such an age of
increased knowledge through instant
information, I can’t fathom why any
serious students of the Scriptures, as
the readers and contributors of THE
JOURNAL evidently are, continue using
“Lord” when there is so much infor-
mation out there linking that title to
“Ba’al.”

And “God,” as we know through its
etymology, was the name of a pagan
Teutonic deity that the Catholic
Church allowed pagans to retain upon
their conversion to Christianity, a
clear violation of Exodus 23:13.

I understand that the doctrine of the
sacred name is a divisive issue. How-
ever, it is on this very issue that He
will unify everybody (see Zephaniah
3:9 and Jeremiah 31:34).

John J. Adkins
New Haven, Mich.
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‘A neighbor thinks it is okay to climb stairs up seven floors
on the Sabbath, but not use the elevator! But he will

catch a ride in the elevator when someone else is going up.’
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Please let THE

JOURNAL know
when you move

Please send your old and new
addresses to P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or
to the appropriate address listed
in the box at the top of this
page. Or you may fax 1-888-
488-6603 or E-mail info@the-
journal.org or leave a voice mes-
sage at 1-866-949-7294 to re-
port your address change.
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Mrs. McCann and her husband,
Lewis, who live in England, have been
members of God’s church since 1975.
She is studying for an Open University
degree in the arts and humanities.

By Kathleen McCann

MILTON KEYNES, England
—In 2013 I published a
book called Comfort My

People, Saith your God, which I am
fol lowing up
with a series of
12 excerpts and
points of interest
from the book.

Comfort is seen
as soothing balm
to the afflicted
human spirit, giv-
en within safe
b o u n d a r i e s .
While comfort
doesn’t solve a
problem, it gives a sense of well-being
with safety, belonging and acceptance,
and hence the energy to find solutions.

Causing and affecting
This first excerpt is on cause and

effect.
A phenomenon exists in life where-

by we have difficulty going back to
original causes for the problems we
encounter, and in fact identifying caus-
es is extremely hard because of the
complexity of existing problems.

Unable to identify causes or to ap-
ply solutions with reference to those
causes, we paper over the cracks.

Another phenomenon is that we see
ourselves and the natural world as

machines that can be manipulated to fix
a problem. His Royal Highness the
Prince of Wales, in his 2010 book Har-
mony: A New Way of Looking at Our
World, coined the phrase “mechanistic
thinking” to describe this approach.

The underlying theme of Prince
Charles’ book is to connect the wel-
fare of people to nature, allowing
nature to be our guide.

Mindless mechanical explanation
It is not my intention to be pre-

sumptuous here, but rather to take a
simple principle in life and apply it to
another situation.

Mechanistic thinking is a philo-
sophical term that refers to a particular
approach to understanding the world.
A dictionary definition of mechanism
in philosophical terms is the doctrine
that all natural phenomena, including
life, allow mechanical explanation by
physics and chemistry.

A mechanistic person is one who
holds the doctrine of mechanism. The
reason this way of approaching prob-
lems brings about its own problems
has to do with cause and effect.

Because we limit ourselves in
seeking possible causes to our prob-
lems, we don’t allow ourselves to ac-
knowledge certain causes, but rather
find solutions to problems that don’t
require us to take full account of all
the causes.

This is why the modern world tends
to treat effects rather than causes. We
hope to find solutions in physics and
chemistry, with no reference to the
spiritual. In other words, we paper
over the cracks.

We also fall into the trap of reduc-
tionism, which may be understood as
the practice of describing or explain-
ing a complex phenomenon (especial-
ly mental, social or biological) in
terms of relatively simple or funda-
mental concepts, especially when this
is said to provide a sufficient descrip-
tion or explanation.

Reductionism is often more nar-
rowly defined in specialized contexts
(especially philosophical) with refer-
ence to the idea that the whole of real-
ity consists of a minimal number of
entities or substances.

We’re actually unaware
The point here is that when we exam-

ine a problem we tend to conclude that
we know everything there is to know
about it, while actually we are unaware
of other levels of understanding that are
not obvious to the naked eye.

The Prince traces these methods of
reasoning back to the 17th century,
when the age of enlightenment sought
to change how people understood the
world, discovering truth by means of
evidence only.

Where the Prince explains industri-
alized agriculture, for example, as mech-
anistic thinking, I suggest that we ap-
ply similar thinking to morality and
human relations.

Mechanistic thinking with regard to
human relations might be seen as what
we do when we manipulate other peo-
ple or situations to gain our own ad-
vantage. We might maneuver our-
selves and others in order to achieve
our own goals.

Columns and commentary
Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

Kathleen McCann

How do we know we know something?

“Our minister just explained what will
happen during the end time!”

The writer, a doctor of philosophy
and divinity, is a faculty member and
academic dean at St. Elias Seminar
and Graduate School, Seward, Neb.
Dr. Roberts is a former WCG mem-
ber who seeks to “reclaim the best
teachings of [the WCG and Ambas-
sador College] heritage.”

By Tom Roberts

WEISER, Idaho—Church his-
torians often align the great
creeds and councils with

the doctrine of Trinitarianism. This
is because Bishop Arius was ruled
against by force during the Council
of Nicea (A.D. 318-325).

From that time onward non-Trini-
tarian witnesses were generally
viewed as heretical even though
heretic, meaning “opponent,” was
simply an advocate who champi-
oned another polemic.

The term “orthodoxy,” which
means correct teaching, originally
was “one who espoused the teaching
of his professor, teacher or rabbi.”
As Christian doctrine developed,
these terms were altered to conform
to the shape of Christian theology.

Orthodoxy redefined
Consequently, there have always

been detractors who claimed the
original orthodox position of the
church was redefined and, therefore,
needed to be reclaimed by Chris-
tianity.

Such a movement happened with-
in the Anabaptist tradition in 1550 at
the Council of Venice. Present were
leaders from France, Germany and
northern Italy.

Protestant traditions were strong
in the Venetian territories. Therefore
the reformers had a great deal of
impact in Germany and Switzerland.

The anti-Trinitarian Anabaptists
traced their positions back to Michael
Servetus, who was reported to have
been murdered by Calvin. The fol-
lowers of Servetus also felt that
Christ was born of Joseph and Mary
and was filled with the powers of God
and that the elect are justified not by
the merits, blood or death of Christ,
but by the eternal love of God.

This position was in the early
Jewish church and was championed
by the Nazarenes and Ebonian tradi-
tions, while a higher Christology,
divinity in Christ, was adopted by
gentile churches.

Paying almost no attention
Traditional historians pay little

attention to the Council at Venice
because of its nontraditional doc-
trine and character.

Theologians certainly do question
some of the veracity contained in the
documents of this council, but any
fair-minded historian should not
leave out events that took place in

history within a religious tradition, no
matter how unorthodox the positions
may, on the surface, appear to be.

Objectivity in all research should
be held to the
highest critical
historical stan-
dards.

In 1553 the
Synod of Gri-
sons adopted
the Rhaetian
c o n f e s s i o n ,
which was re-
quired sub-
scription by all
pastors in at-
tendance.

By 1575 non-Trinitarians were
largely rooted out of the Anabaptist
movement. However, there contin-
ued to be Italian humanists who
found refuge at Geneva and sympa-
thized with Servetus, which added
to the distress of Calvin.

The Socinians
Similar trends continued to devel-

op in the Reformed Church traditions
of Bern and Zurich.

The Socinian movement became
associated with the names of the two
Sozinis, uncle and nephew under the
term Laelius Socinus, who came
from a distinguished family of jurists
of 1525.

Faustus Sozini, born in 1539,
wrote the treatise De Jesu Christo
Salvatore, which included the teach-
ing that Christ’s death did not ap-
pease the wrath of a righteous God
by removing the penalty of our sin.

But, when Christ becomes our
Savior by making the path of eternal
salvation known, we may reach the
goal by imitating Him.

By 1604 Faustus Sozini has been
in Poland for more than a quarter of
a century. His teaching helped for-
mulate the existence of that denomi-
nation, which remains the national
church of Poland to this day.

Sozini was an outstanding leader
in the Reformed Church movement,
which had anti-Trinitarian roots.
Even though his teachings were
considered heretical, Sozini really
didn’t change the other tenets of
doctrine in the Christian church.

Church historians such as Albert
Henry Newman simply say the
teachings of the Council of Venice
were nothing but propaganda. No
explanation is given in regards to the
content of the council, nor are any
source citations provided.

Objectivity from a denomination-
al point of view is not always pres-
ent even though the researchers may
possess letters in divinity studies.

On the other hand, Kenneth Scott
Latourette, along with Phillip Schaff,
is to be commended for his nonpar-
tisan approach in historical matters.

Council of Venice a hotbed
of non-Trinitarian thought

Tom Roberts

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Did the
headline of this article grab
your attention? I thought so.

That’s why I chose it.
In this article we will discuss the

biblical wording of “delivered to
Satan” and how it may apply to the
21st century.

Delivered to Satan
Now let’s notice two examples of

the apostle Paul strong-
ly correcting people.

The first example
involved a man’s sex-
ual sin within his fam-
ily (1 Corinthians
5:1) and the congre-
gation’s reaction to
the sin (verse 2).

“In the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
when you are gath-
ered together, along
with my spirit, with the power of our
Lord Jesus Christ, deliver such a one
to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in
the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Co-
rinthians 5:4-5).

The second example involved two
individuals who were hurting believ-
ers by their blasphemy.

“. . . Hymenaeus and Alexander . . .
I delivered to Satan that they may learn
not to blaspheme” (1 Timothy 1:20).

Binding and loosing
Page 191 of the Holman Bible Dic-

tionary states: “Binding and Loosing
describe the concept that the church has
the power and means to announce that
sin was condemned or forgiven. The
keys to the kingdom given to Peter were
a symbol in locking or unlocking sins
and illustrate his authority in binding or
loosing (Matt. 16:19). Later (Matt.

18:18) the same power was given to the
apostles and the church as a whole.”

“And I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven,
and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven” (Matthew 16:19).

“Assuredly, I say to you, whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on
earth will be loosed in heaven”
(Matthew 18:18).

“And when He had said this, He
breathed on them, and said to them, ‘Re-
ceive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the
sins of any, they are forgiven them; if

you retain the sins of
any, they are retained’ ”
(John 20:22-23).

What about today?
Those are interest-

ing scriptures. Those
verses can encourage
great interactive Bible
studies about their his-
torical context and
practice.

But what do those
scriptures have to do with today?

What do those scriptures have to do
with the excessive condemnation ex-
hibited by so-called church leaders
toward the Body of Christ?

Like Diotrephes
Many people today are filled with

pride and proclaim that they have au-
thority over people.

They remind many of Diotrephes.
“I wrote to the church, but Dio-

trephes, who loves to have the pre-
eminence among them, does not
receive us. Therefore, if I come, I
will call to mind his deeds which he
does, prating against us with mali-
cious words. And not content with
that, he himself does not receive the
brethren, and forbids those who
wish to, putting them out of the
church” (3 John 9-10).

Accepting differences
Notice how Paul explained how peo-

ple should handle differences.
“Receive one who is weak in the faith,

but not to disputes over doubtful things.
For one believes he may eat all things,
but he who is weak eats only vegetables.
Let not him who eats despise him who
does not eat, and let not him who does
not eat judge him who eats; for God has
received him” (Romans 14:1-3).

God has received both vegetarians
and meat eaters.

“But why do you judge your broth-
er? Or why do you show contempt
for your brother? For we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of
Christ . . . So then each of us shall
give account of himself to God” (Ro-
mans 14:10, 12).

Who are we to condemn another
person?

“Yet if your brother is grieved be-
cause of your food, you are no longer
walking in love. Do not destroy with
your food the one for whom Christ
died” (Romans 14:15).

Christ died for both vegetarians and
meat eaters.

Many church leaders say that their
proclamations against people are
about more-serious issues than vege-
tarians and meat eaters.

Really?
Behind all the religious rhetoric are

often people wanting to assert power
over other people.

Questions to ponder
Allow me to leave you with some

questions to ponder.
Do you allow religious leaders to

control you (2 Corinthians 11:20)?
Can you ignore the prideful bab-

blings of people who make bold but
invalid proclamations against you?

On the other hand, are you able
to refrain from making prideful bab-
blings and bold but invalid proclama-
tions against other people?

How often have you been delivered to Satan?

See SELFISHNESS CAN, page 16
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Albrecht, church-administration di-
rector Mike Feazell, treasurer Bernie
Schnippert (who died in 2014) and
computer-information-systems man-
ager David Smith—“all have a fire in
our belly to help others realize the
pain of legalism and to escape it.”

Mr. Tkach said he hopes the experi-
ences of the Worldwide Church of
God will promote a “ripple effect
throughout the entire Saturday-Sab-
bath-keeping community” so Sabba-
tarians can “realize the Sabbath in its
proper perspective.”

Although Mr. Tkach and Mr. Al-
brecht couched their phrases in diplo-
matic terms when it came to describing
the WCG of old and its founder, Her-
bert W. Armstrong, Mr. Hanegraaff was
more to the point in saying that Mr.
Armstrong espoused “false doctrine.”

Mr. Albrecht noted that he could
not “stand in judgment” of Mr. Arm-
strong “in terms of the basis of his sal-
vation,” but Mr. Hanegraaff noted that
the WCG has “judged his [Mr. Arm-
strong’s] writings, and that is why
you’ve changed them.”

Mr. Tkach responded, “You said
that very well.”

The talk-show host asked Mr.
Tkach to confirm that he personally, as
well as the Worldwide Church of God,
repudiates many of the former WCG
teachings espoused by Mr. Armstrong:

“You are comfortable in saying that
Herbert W. Armstrong did deny essen-
tials of the historic Christian faith; the
Trinity would be a good example?”

“Absolutely,” replied Mr. Tkach. “I
have no reservations in saying that
some of the things that Mr. Armstrong
taught were in major error.”

Of course, the statement that the WCG
has repudiated its own core doctrines—
and by extension the doctrines of the
other Sabbatarian groups with origins
in the Worldwide Church of God—is
no surprise to readers of this news-
paper. But it is instructive to hear some
of the testimonials of their newfound
faith from the lips of two of the princi-
pal apologists of the new teachings.

The old sin list
Mr. Hanegraaff, in a preamble to

the first broadcast, read a list of
changes in WCG tenets from an arti-
cle written by Mr. Tkach scheduled to
appear in the CRI’s magazine, Chris-
tian Research Journal.

They included, in Mr. Tkach’s
words: an “obsession . . . with the legal-
istic interpretation of the Old Testa-
ment”; a belief in “British Israelism”;
an “insistence on the fellowship’s
exclusive relationship with God”; con-
demnations of medial science; the es-
chewing of cosmetics; the seventh-day
Sabbath as “holy time”; the observance
of the annual festivals; paying a manda-
tory “triple tithe”; and the avoidance of
unclean foods.

(Regarding the “triple tithe,” a per-
son paying first tithe, sending in third
tithe two years out of seven and set-
ting aside second tithe for Feast
expenses donates an average of 12.9
percent of his income.

(The phrase “triple tithe” was later
used in the interview, and none of the
speakers corrected the impression that
WCG members were required to donate
30 percent of their income to the WCG.)

Mr. Hanegraaff continued, quoting
Mr. Tkach: “Gone are our condemna-
tions of . . . traditional Christian cele-
brations such as Easter and Christmas.
Gone is the long-held view of God as a
family of multiple spirit beings into
which humans can be born, replaced by
a biblically accurate view of one God
who exists eternally in three persons,
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.”

Decade of doctrinal changes
The host, pointing to a decade of

doctrinal change, quoted Mr. Tkach
that “all of these changes” were effect-
ed “in the space of 10 years.”

Mr. Tkach’s recurring themes dur-
ing the three broadcasts were “cog-
nitive dissonance” and an analogy of a
cave. Cognitive dissonance, he noted,
is the ability to believe in two or more
contradictory notions simultaneously.
The cave symbolized the domain of
the old WCG.

“It’s as if we’ve been in a cave
thinking we’re the one and only true
church,” he said, “and we in our cave
are throwing rocks at everybody out-
side of the cave . . . So we’ve come out
of the cave into the light.”

The pastor general gave as an
example of cognitive dissonance in
opinions espoused by Mr. Armstrong
a quote in a 1972 issue of the defunct
WCG magazine Tomorrow’s World. In
it Mr. Armstrong averred that he was
not a prophet “and [I] have never
claimed to be.”

Mr. Tkach said that, “at the same
time, in his writings to the church
membership in booklets and articles
and his sermons, we were taught that
he [Mr. Armstrong] served in the
role of Elijah, that he inherited
Ezekiel’s commission.”

“Now,” Mr. Tkach continued,
“how can one say that he’s not a
prophet and doesn’t have special
revelation but then turn right
around and say, ‘I’m in the role
of the prophet, and I have been
given this special, very definite,
commission in God’s service’?
You see, it’s got to be one or the
other. It can’t be both.”

Another example was that the
WCG taught that God was “immut-
able” but also taught “that God is for-
ever growing and changing. Well, it
can’t be both. It’s got to be one or the
other. Either He’s immutable and
never changes and there’s no variable-
ness of turning, or He’s growing and
changing. It can’t be both.”

Unthinkable 10 year earlier
Mr. Hanegraaff said that appearing

on the program was of historic signif-
icance, and such an event would have
been “unthinkable 10 years ago.”

“Oh, my, yeah, yeah,” Mr. Tkach
agreed. “In one case this is a historic
moment for us, because we didn’t
appreciate being in Walter Martin’s
book, and we did have a flurry of let-
ters that went back and forth between
Walter Martin and our letter-answer-
ing department—oh, my, back in the
’60s and ’70s—and I think we were
both misunderstanding each other.

“Of course, we were reading the
Bible through a prism of legalism that
didn’t help our understanding. But,
yeah, I don’t think anyone in our wild-
est dreams could have imagined we’d
be here doing this today.”

Now, noted Mr. Hanegraaff, “we do
share a kindred spirit. We share not
only a commonalty in the Lord Jesus
Christ, but a common future as we rule
and reign with Him forever and ever.
Our goal is to serve Him with all of our
heart, soul and mind.”

Mr. Tkach spoke of the hermeneu-
tics, the accepted methods of scriptur-
al interpretation, of the old WCG. He
said they were based on these words
from Isaiah 28:10: “For precept upon
precept; line upon line, line upon line;
here a little, and there a little: For with
stammering lips and another tongue
will he speak to this people.”

Mr. Tkach, who explained the Isai-
ah 28 verses in ministerial-refresher
course at Ambassador University and
other locations in 1993 and 1994, said
the old WCG’s method of interpreting
Scripture was based on an under-
standing of these words from Isaiah
that were taken to mean that a student
of the Bible should use the Bible to
interpret itself.

“But,” he said, “when a person does
some research and they look at what
the context is saying, and the Hebrew
is kav lakav kav lakav, it’s actually the
drunken reply of a drunk to God.”

Mr. Tkach, apparently implying
that if that hermeneutic isn’t in Isaiah
28 it’s not biblical, said the old WCG
was using a “drunken reply to God as
a hermeneutic and didn’t even know
we were doing that.”

The three talk-show participants

discussed other changes in WCG doc-
trines, such as explanations of the
born-again concept, church eras and
“spiritual gifts.”

Mr. Tkach said the former WCG,
and its present breakaway groups such
as the United Church of god, Global
Church of God and Church of God
International, are “not operating on all
cylinders” when it comes to interpre-
tation of Scripture and the teaching of
sound doctrine.

Faint praise
Mr. Tkach referred to Mr. Armstrong

as a “genuine man” and a “sincere
man,” and “I believe he was

u s e d b y
G o d t o b r i n g

many people to Christ.”
But, since the WCG was laden with

leaders in love with legalism (the
belief that God’s law, including the
Sabbath command, is binding even
under the New Covenant), “you end
up converting people to your church
just as much as you end up converting
people to Christ.”

In this situation, Mr. Tkach said, a
church ends up with two classifica-
tions of members: “a group of people
who are truly converted but suffering
under legalism” and “a group of peo-
ple who are converted to your church
but not as yet brought to Christ.”

At one point, the program host—in
the middle of a conversation about
“men and women coming to the living
Lord of the universe” and God reveal-
ing Himself “in three persons, Father,

Son and Holy Spirit”—asked Mr.
Albrecht to pray, in an obvious depar-
ture from the old WCG’s conventions
concerning public prayer.

Mr. Albrecht prayed that WCG
members and others will see the new
teachings not as a watering down of
doctrine but a following of Scripture.

Mr. Hanegraaff then alluded to the
monetary cost the WCG has suffered
as a result of the doctrinal changes, so
Mr. Tkach mentioned numbers.

He said church membership peaked
in 1986 at “about 145,000 to 150,000”
worldwide, compared with 1996 atten-
dance he put at 75,000.

He estimated that 30,000 to 35,000
people have left and joined “splinter
groups,” with some 40,000 “sitting on
the sidelines doing nothing.”

In the Untied States, the 1986
membership total of 89,000 is down to
49,000 Mr. Tkach said.

He said he calculates that 75 “splin-
ter groups” have carved out their niches
since Mr. Armstrong founded the WCG
as the Radio Church of God in 1934.

Though Mr. Tkach noted that the
WCG of the last 10 years, under his
and his father’s administration, spawned
several spin-offs, he said the fact that
there were spin-offs during Mr. Arm-
strong’s lifetime “should have told us
something.”

Good gospel hard to do
One of the “sacrifices” of the new

Worldwide Church of God, as dis-
cussed on the talk show, was the casu-
alty of The World Tomorrow broadcast
on television, described by Mr. Hane-
graaff as “one of the best-produced
television programs in my estimation,
period, secular or Christian.”

He applauded the WCG leadership
for saving the money previously spent
in that area, “millions and millions of
dollars,” and refunneling that money
“into equipping pastors [and] building
up the body.”

Mr. Albrecht mentioned that a ma-
jor reason for dropping the telecast
was that the new WCG realized “we
didn’t really know enough about the
gospel to do a medium that is as
demanding as television [and] to do it
well, to do good gospel.”

Various television personnel in-
cluding scriptwriters and presenters
“weren’t equipped” to preach the new
teachings, “so we had to regroup, and
it took us a lot of training, a lot of
work,” he said.

“We found ourselves retooling,
like in a factory, finding out
things about the Bible, coming to
know Christ, not just know about
Him.”

The new WCG more easily
adapted to the print medium,
“but television was beyond us at
the time . . . because of what we
came to, or rather what Christ

led us to see about ourselves,
individually and . . . corporately.”

Mr. Tkach thanked Mr. Hane-
graaff for being one of the first in “the
Christian community” to “embrace
us as brothers.” Others boarding the
welcome wagon early, he said, were
Bill Bradford of the Four Square
Gospel Church; Ruth Tucker, a theol-
ogy professor from Illinois and for-
mer critic of the Worldwide Church
of God and other groups she defines
as cults; and David Neff of Chris-
tianity Today magazine.

Common beliefs and goals.
Messrs. Hanegraaff, Tkach and Al-

brecht repeatedly stressed their com-
monalty of beliefs and goals. “We are
here as brothers in the Lord today,”
said Mr. Hanegraaff in introducing
his guests. “I can tell our audience
that I deeply love and admire both
you gentlemen.”

He recounted a recent visit with
WCG leaders at their Pasadena head-
quarters, saying, “While I was there

one of the leaders says to me, ‘Hank, a
few years ago, if you had showed up
here we would have stoned you, and
now we embrace you,’ which was
kind of a nice feeling.”

Both Mr. Tkach and Mr. Albrecht
expressed their admiration for Mr.
Hanegraaff, with Mr. Albrecht thanking
him for being “my brother in Christ.”

Mr. Tkach described the photo-
graph of himself and Mr. Hanegraaff
at Mr. Tkach’s father’s funeral as “a
special picture to me, . . . symbolic, a
benchmark.”

Emerging from a fog of legalism
Mr. Albrecht characterized the

WCG as “coming out of a fog of legal-
ism, and we do have a zeal to proclaim
Christ and help people who are
trapped, ensnared and in bondage to
legalism because we’ve been there.”

He also said that the church is com-
ing out of “false doctrine,” adding that
“we feel a particular mission . . . to
Sabbatarians.”

Mr. Tkach described the WCG’s
mission as resolving “to bring people
to Christ . . . We don’t exist only to
bring people to our church, so if our
publications, if our ministry, brings
someone to Christ and they enter into
another fellowship and another de-
nomination that is [part of the] live
body of the Christ, we rejoice.”

In a later call to his show, aired Jan.
10, 1996, Mr. Hanegraaff stated that
WCG leaders fully accepted most
Protestant teachings. When asked spe-
cially about Easter and Christmas, he
said that Mr. Tkach and Mr. Albrecht
accepted the traditional Christian ob-
servances and they had probably hung
wreaths on their doors last month.

It wasn’t until the second day of the
three broadcasts that phone-in callers
got through. Actually, the callers were
recorded the same day as the first
broadcast but off the air for reply on
the second and third days’ programs.

The first caller was Tony from Sa-
cramento, Calif., who politely but ob-
viously disagreed with the mainstream
direction of the new Worldwide
Church of God.

Why not just join the mainstream?
Tony announced that he had two

questions for Mr. Tkach and Mr. Al-
brecht. “Herbert W. Armstrong spent
50 years sincerely seeking the truth,
which both of you at one time em-
braced,” he began. “When you and
your father began to feel that main-
stream Christianity had the truth, why
didn’t you just simply step down and
join them, mainstream Christianity,
rather than systematically go about
dismantling what Mr. Armstrong took
50 years to build?”

Mr. Tkach responded by saying Tony
was making the mistake of assuming
Mr. Armstrong had done something in
his ministry “that was superior to the
rest of the Christianity community,
and I disagree with that.”

People in “our fellowship,” the new
pastor general said, “daily pray that God
will bring us into new truth and bring us
into a greater understanding of His
truth. I believe God’s answered those
prayers by making these changes.”

He said that another way to answer
Tony’s question was by asking: “Well,
why don’t [sic] the Worldwide Church
of God just roll up and go back to the
Church of God (Seventh Day)? Why
doesn’t the Church of God (Seventh
Day) just roll up and go back to the
Advent Hour? Why doesn’t the Advent
Hour just roll up and go back to the
Seventh-day Adventists? Why don’t
the Seventh-day Adventists just all roll
up and go back to the Seventh Day
Baptists? And why don’t they go back
to the Baptists? Where does it stop?”

Tony tried again: “Well, let me put
it another way in the second question.
If your successor, you know, 15 to 20
years down the road, if you go off to
heaven and your successor takes over,
then maybe through sincere prayer and
study begins to embrace what Herbert
W. Armstrong taught again, would you
expect your supporters to oppose him
in his efforts to dismantle what you
had spent the last 20 years doing?”

In lieu of a direct answer to Tony’s
question, Mr. Tkach stated: “I don’t
think that’ll happen. I think once God’s
Spirit moves through the organization
the way it has that we won’t go back to
such distortion of history, such errors in
reading things out of context. I don’t
think God’s Spirit works that way.”

Tony persisted: “Well, I don’t think
10 years ago anybody thought that this
could happen. Herbert W. Armstrong
picked your father thinking that he
would continue to teach what he had
taught him and then what he embraced
at that time, so—”

Mr. Tkach interrupted with, “Ten
years ago I didn’t think this would
happen.”

“That’s right,” said Tony. “So it is
possible that it could happen, and I’m
asking you hypothetically again what
would you do?”

At this point Mr. Hanegraaff inter-
rupted with, “The thing that Joe and
Greg both and the leadership of the
Worldwide Church of God is [sic] com-
mitted to is not themselves, not what
they think, but how what they say and
think match with what the Bible already
says. Would you agree with that?”

Mr. Albrecht, who apparently rec-
ognized Tony as an acquaintance, said
he would agree and welcomed the
caller, saying, “Hello, Tony, and best
regards to your wife, Pam.”

Mr. Albrecht didn’t say why WCG
leaders should not have openly re-
vealed their theological leanings from
the beginning and forthrightly joined
mainstream Christianity, but he did
allow that Tony had a right to his
beliefs. “We believe that we are sub-
mitting and yielding to the authority
of Jesus Christ and holy Scripture,”
he said, “and that is where the basis of

Bible Answer Man airs doctrines and practices of new WCG

Mr. Tkach said the old WCG used a
drunken reply to God reported in Isaiah 28 as a

hermeneutic and didn’t even know it was doing that.

See WCG LEADERS, page 15
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Gabrielle Caudle and Erin Roe, and six
great-grandchildren. He is further sur-
vived by his sisters Dorothy Lesch of St.
Louis, Mo., and Linda Webb and husband
Dick of Fort Lauderdale, Fla.; nephews
Keith Tuller, Mike Napier; and nieces
JoAnn Nisbet, Barbara Sue Napier, Tam-
my Gilmore and husband Len. ¶ He was
preceded in death by his sister Myrtle
Barnes, nephews Greg and Thomas and
nieces Jean and Patty.

Graveside services for Shirley Sylvia Ne-
smith, 75, of Hawkins, Texas, were June 2,
2015, in Hawkins Cemetery with Dr. Donald
Ward officiating. Interment was in Hawkins
Cemetery. Mrs. Nesmith passed away May
30, 2015, at her residence. ¶ Mrs. Nesmith
was born July 16, 1939,
in Owatonna, Minn., to
Adolph and Sylvia Haber-
man Bjoraker. ¶ She was
a homemaker, had lived
in Hawkins for 15 years
and was a member of the
Church of God. ¶ She is
survived by her husband,
Oliver Benton Nesmith of
Hawkins; a son, Scott
Alexander Nesmith of Sunnyvale, Calif.;
brothers Glenn Bjoraker of Wisconsin and
Donald Bjoraker of Hawkins; and a sister,
Mary Ahrens of Owatonna.

Thomas Martin “Tom” Justus, 86, of Spring-
dale, Ark., died May 10, 2015, at Walker
Hospice Home in Fayetteville, Ark. He was
born Aug. 6, 1928, in Lynn, Ark. ¶ He was a
devoted and loving husband, father and
grandfather who always put family and oth-
ers first. He, along with his wife, Thelma,
started Just-Us Printers
in 1979 in Springdale. ¶
He served in the United
States Navy during World
War II. ¶ He was a long-
time member of the
Church of God Sabbath
Day, Springdale. ¶ Pre-
ceding him in death were
his wife, Thelma, in
2007, and his eldest son,
Bob Justus, in 1992. ¶ Survivors include
one son, Mike Justus of Springdale; two
daughters, Terrie Hammer of Gladewater,
Texas, and Judy Justus-Nelson of Spring-
dale; eight grandchildren; and 11 great-
grandchildren. ¶ He was an active Ro-
tarian for more than 30 years and was a
Paul Harris Fellow. He served as a mem-
ber of the Springdale Police Department
Civil Service Commission. ¶ Services
were May 15, 2015, at Sisco Funeral Cha-
pel in Springdale with Dave Havir of the
Church of God Big Sandy officiating.
Burial was in Bluff Cemetery. ¶ Pall-
bearers were Justin Phillips, Brian Ham-
mer, Brett Justus, Brad Hammer, Melanie
Justus and Luke Petermann. Honorary
pallbearer was Don Higgins. ¶ Online con-
dolences may be left at siscofuneral.com.

Shirley King Johnson, 87, passed away
March 5, 2015. She was born in Adair,
Iowa, March 18, 1927, to Roland and

Gladys Evans King.
She united in marriage
with Thomas G. John-
son June 2, 1946. He
died April 15, 1985.
She was a member of
the United Church of
God. She was an au-
thor of juvenile fiction
stories. ¶ Mrs. Johnson
is survived by a sister,
Betty Jane Kempkes;

children Elaine Johnson of Lincoln, Neb.,
Evan and Alison Johnson of Portland,
Ore., Barry and Jeanne Johnson of
Lincoln,  and Bryan and Jackie Johnson
of Moline, Ill.; eight grandchildren; and two
great-grandchildren. ¶ She was preceded
in death by her husband, Thomas G.
Johnson; her brother, Gene L. King, and
her identical twin sister, Sharlot King
Whitcomb. ¶ A private family burial was at
Lincoln Memorial Park. ¶ See “Notes and
Quotes” on page 16 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL for a news item about the pass-
ing of Mrs. Johnson.
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Widow, nurse, longtime COG member
looking for a gentleman age 63-90 for a
long-term relationship, friendship first.
Please send info and pics to Laura, P.O.
Box 133174, Tyler, TX 75713, U.S.A.

Obituaries
Services for Harold Lee Roe, 85, of Big
Sandy, Texas, were held at Croley Funeral
Home Chapel, Glade-
water, Texas, on May 20,
2015, with Pastor Dave
Havir and Brother C.
Wayne Cole officiating.
Interment followed at
Hoover Cemetery, near
Big Sandy. ¶ Harold was
born Feb. 4, 1930, in
Sedalia, Mo., to Thomas
Lee and Eula Marie
Roe. He served in the
U.S. Navy, had a long career as a master
electrician, holding membership in the

International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers for nearly 65 years, and farmed
on the side. ¶ In the 1960s, after becom-
ing a member of the Church of God, he
worked for the WCG’s construction
department in Missouri and Wisconsin.
He then worked as chief electrician at
Ambassador College Big Sandy until
1995. ¶ He continued working through
2014. He enjoyed hard work, but made
time for his family and loved them dearly.
He will be greatly missed for his wisdom,
kindness and humor. ¶ Harold is survived
by his loving wife of 56 years, Ruth Elaine
(Buchholz) Roe; five children, Laura Lee
Doane and husband Bob of Baltimore,
Md., David W. Roe and wife Eva of Rhein-
land-Pfalz, Germany, Daniel K. Roe and
fiancée Carol of Freeport, Texas, Lisa Roe
Caudle of Auckland, New Zealand, and
Timothy S. Roe of Big Sandy. He is also
survived by seven grandchildren, Brandon
Roe, Steven Outram Jr., Michelle Roe
Outram, Rachel Roe, Danielle Caudle,

Obituaries Obituaries
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A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd\)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .
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Tom Justus

Harold Roe

S V Q P E W D N S P A R T A N J P C R J
S E N Z I H Y H T M G O A Z L A I F G Q
N I D O L E I I I I P I G P O U O A P E
I E N I U J P P S Z B Q A I S M L N C J
X I O C P O D X P A P R E N T E U T I E
C F P L I I A R I O T K A P X Q O O U M
X V P Z I G R P T H C I B A U R P S Y H
V Q A F U T M U E D R R N C R G S O P H
A J G Z K Y H N E O T D A M Q S V P H S
C K M Z L W O I D N E C M T V T A H D C
R A C O J N M I C R Y U I D E N U O K G
O W A O N A E A N E C Y M R A S A C L T
P Q H P R D K V D V E H S I O I A L F Q
O I E K O I F L M Q S U N Q A D G E M J
L S F L N L N R G I H O O O U U A S L A
I J F H G F L T R C D S G G M Y M P W W
S O P K U R Z O H E B A Q G R E C I A N
S I P S E H T Y C I F T Q B M E L L B O
S G D Y Q O W A H V A T H E N S W P W B
L C Q M L K M M F D F N T C Z G F I P X

Greece

Acropolis

Alexander

Apollo

Athens

Corinthian

Dorians

Doric

Euripides

Grecian

Hippocrates

Ionic

Macedonian

Minoan

Mycenaean

Neolithic

Olympia

Parthenon

Sophocles

Sparta

Thespis

Hanoch Young / Licensed Tour Guide / Teacher / Lecturer / www.KolYehuda.com
kolyehuda.hanoch@gmail.com / Tel (from US): 323-283-8717 / In Israel: 050-905-5331

— Licensed to Explorer the Ancient World —

This is not your standard “see the holy sites” kind of tour. Its purpose is
to enable you to fully connect with the Land of Israel, both ancient and
modern, and to develop a special relationship with the Jewish people.
When you connect with the land, the land will connect with you! For
full itinerary and details for this extraordinary tour experience, visit

www.Kolyehuda.com
Israel is calling to you. This is the year for you to come HOME.

Kol Yehuda: A voice from Judah connecting you to Israel.
Be a part of an amazing, unique experience in Israel.

The Connect To Israel Tour / November 1–13, 2015

Go Independent
for Feast in 2015!

Join us for the Feast of Tabernacles this year in
beautiful Port Aransas, Texas. Follow us on

Facebook at “2015 Feast in Port Aransas, TX.”
Make comments and give your suggestions to help us

plan. Visit our web page at www.houston-church-
of-god.org/FOT.htm. Call our telephone number,

903-871-5058. Leave a message. Someone will return
your call to answer your questions and provide more
information. Feast site sponsored by the Houston

Church of God, an independent Sabbath-keeping
group. See Statement of Beliefs at www.

houston-church-of-god.org/doctrines.htm.

Shirley Nesmith

Shirley King
Johnson
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Iraq Veterans Against the War website—Sign
says In War There Are No Unwounded Sol-

diers. Many respond by going AWOL, or claim-
ing conscientious objector status. Many com-
plain of Depleted Uranium effects on themselves
and Iraqis particularly, and children of both. In
contrast to US hype that Iraq had WMD, the US
is the real WMD villain. There has been a histo-
ry of resistance, when US troops refused to fight
wars of aggression and occupation.

There are 30% of US troops with disease from
the use of asbestos, since it is fire-proof and heat-
resistant. Symptoms do not occur for decades.

One soldier was traumatized when he gave
an Iraqi girl a bottle of water, and she stepped
on a land mine and blew up. The name GI
comes from Government Issue, as if the sol-
dier is owned by the US and used in any way
it wants. [As for radiation tests of atom bombs
when troops were placed near the blasts to
check on radiation effects, and pilots told to fly
through the bomb’s radioactive dust cloud.]

CNN 11-14-13 article claims the Dept. of
Veteran Affairs figure of 22 suicides per day is
likely underrated. Many ‘accidents’ and ‘cop-
assisted’ deaths could really be suicides, and
mixing a drug for depression with alcoholic
drinks. One woman was raped by a fellow serv-
iceman but never reported it, only read after her
death in her diary. Many relatives do not want a
suicide reported, as a stigma on them, as if there
is something those living did or did not do.

Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America
website claims according to a survey of ser-
vicemen that 30% of them have thought about
committing suicide. And 45% say they know
someone who did. There may be a tidal wave
of more suicides coming. [Even the Dept. of
Veteran Affairs claimed its 22 per day average
of suicides has several possible reasons the
number is likely much larger.]

Propaganda for War (2009)
By Stewart Ross: About WWI, though be-

gins with a brief history of other wars.—US
propaganda for war started with Thomas
Paine’s Common Sense urging revolution, and
burning effigies of purported enemies. John
Adams who became 2nd president wrote that
“revolutionary propagandists tinge the mind of
people; they impregnate them with the senti-
ments of liberty; they render the people fond of
their leaders in their causes and averse and
bitter against all opposers.”

During the Civil War, both North and South
“traded lies and incredible atrocity tales. The
abolitionist press exaggerated the South’s cruel-
ties to slaves while the South defended its pecu-
liar institution as benign and paternalistic.”

US citizens are taught to pledge allegiance
to the flag and sing the national anthem at pub-
lic events. So later when we go to war, moth-
ers don’t mind sending their boys overseas to
war as patriots. Despite the fact that most wars
are for business interests. As even President
Wilson admitted in 1919 after WWI. “We all
know that this was a commercial war.”
[Thanks for making that known after the fact,
and for denying it during the war!] US corpo-
rations profit off of wars. Propaganda stirred
resentment against German-Americans, paci-
fists, conscientious objectors and war protest-
ers who were despised, jailed or exported.

England cut the telegraph cables linking the
US with Germany, so war news to the US came
mostly through England. While England kept
claiming Germany led aggression in history,
England was by far the aggressor. How else was
the British Empire formed? The British propa-
ganda machine operating in the US was so secret
that few knew it was operating. WWI was pro-
moted as a crusade of good against evil. Just after
WWI, a New England judge claimed 99% of the
claimed German atrocities never happened.

‘Good’ propaganda was as important as
weapons of modern warfare. A US observer
found that “honest, unbiased news simply dis-
appeared out of the American papers along
about the middle of August 1914.” Whoever
came out with the first news was believed since
the first impression usually stuck, and correc-
tions were buried in small print later. Germans
tried to influence, but had to buy new maga-
zines or news agencies which became suspect.
While England could manipulate using exist-
ing English ones in the US. It also tried to con-
trol news in other neutral nations that could
help the Allies or hinder the Germans. Guest
leaders from neutral countries were wined and
dined in England to get their favor.

Propaganda used all means of communica-
tion. Cartoons were most graphic showing a
German atrocity and their captions even
worse, the more gruesome the better. (Hitler
said propaganda was for the masses not the

intellectuals. Popular in tone and geared for
those of least intelligence, ruled by emotions
and not intellect.) So Germans were reported
to have dropped poisoned candy from air-
planes, or were germ-filled. Presentations
stretched the truth to the max and beyond.
Germans were said to bomb hospitals on pur-
pose, or shoot ambulances.

On the front burner was that Germany had
attacked poor little Belgium, though it was a
ruthless colonial power, too. Portrayed as the
underdog to get US sympathy. Supposed wit-
nesses saw Germans mutilate Belgium
women, though these reports were unverified.
The documents involved were only revealed
after the war, and found to all be false reports.
The more outrageous the accusation the more
it seemed to be swallowed. George Creel
headed US propaganda in the Committee on
Public Information. In 1944 he told college
students “we fooled you kids the last time with
all that nonsense about German soldiers bay-
oneting Belgian babies. It wasn’t true.”

Lusitania sinks, US enters war
The British at first claimed this passenger

ship had no ammunition on board, but the
cargo manifest listed 4200 cases of rifle car-
tridges, 1250 cases of shrapnel shells, totaling
11 tons of gunpowder. Secretary of State Wil-
liam Jennings Bryan warned Wilson before the
sinking that it had 6 million pounds of ammu-
nition, besides explosives. And that US passen-
gers were in violation of a US law stating not
to travel on a ship or train with such. The ship’s
captain sailed at a slower speed than usual and
sounded the fog horn which could be heard for
miles. It did not have an escort on its final voy-
age sailing into U-boat infested waters. Inves-
tigation into the mishap involved cherry-
picked witness testimony of the survivors.
High level talks beforehand wondered about if
it was sunk if the US would enter the war, since
US citizens were onboard.

The British had 3 years head start on prop-
aganda, finding that amputees and the blinded
worked the best. German leaders pleaded with
the few reporters that all they wanted was fair
play, that they could not refute the falsehoods
told about them by the British since they cut
the cables. The British propaganda against the
US was so subtle, particularly compared to the
German, that the US was leery of the German
view as the only ones trying to subvert them.

Common practice was for a British ship to
fly a neutral country’s flag when close to the
British Isles to deter attack. The Lusitania’s
passengers seemed to have trouble putting on
their life vests as if that was the first time, not
practiced in a drill as common practice. US
west coast papers pointed out that it should
have been common sense for US citizens not to
board a British ship going into a war zone.
Germans placed in US newspapers ads warning
this might happen. The ads were placed close to
the ads for the Lusitania, so people later thought
the Germans planned to sink it all along, but
that was caused by the layout-person doing so.

The US, though neutral at first, was making
British submarine parts which were shipped to
Canada for assembly—contrary to US law.

America’s non-neutrality
Before the US entered the war at the sinking

of the ship, it prepared for war and aided the
Allies, and thwarted Germans. All while claim-
ing neutrality and the US a peace-loving nation.
Big business funded US propaganda to be pro-
Ally and paraded under the term Preparedness.
So those for peace were considered unpatriotic.
Though Wilson won his election with the slo-
gan “With honor, he kept us out of war.”

Most Americans did not know of the
nation’s un-neutral status, except German-
Americans. The US was selling the Allies
armament and loaning them much. Germany
cited ads by Cleveland Automatic Machine
Company telling how advanced their poison
shells were and effective at killing. Acids
clinging to fragments would kill horribly,
while ordinary ones might leave the survivor
intact, the new shells required immediate first
aid. Slight wounds could prove fatal.

The sinking of the Arabic resulted in the
first US citizen to die aboard a ship by U-boat.
Wilson strongly objected in a draft to the
Germans about this. Bryant countered that the
US had not objected to the British doing the
same, sinking German merchant ships. After
the Lusitania sinking, Bryant objected to Wil-
son again “Germany has a right to prevent
contraband going to the Allies and a ship car-
rying contraband should not rely on passen-
gers to protect her from attack. It would be like
putting women and children in front of an

army.” He also wondered why Wilson did not
chastise Britain for the same acts the Germans
were accused of doing. Robert Lansing
replaced him and he was a war hawk.

Lansing pointed out the US economy need-
ed a boost with 11% of the work force unem-
ployed, 16% in NY City. War was the answer.
The book Merchants of Death documents the
corporations that profited from war, and led to
congressional hearings. The firms had writers
foment war in print, influence lawmakers to
declare war, rally the troops and incite patriot-
ism. So the populace mostly became willing
dupes in their profit cause.

US goes to war
Teddy Roosevelt began as Wilson with a

neutral stance, but once war was declared be-
came extreme. Saying “The women who do
not raise their boys to be soldiers when the
country needs them are unfit to live in this re-
public . . . Teaching German in the public
schools should be prohibited.” [It would seem
practical for the war effort to have some who
could translate!] His rhetoric was matched by
others who tried to get the German language
banned in the states, even get those who spoke
it to take loyalty oaths to the US.

The most widely used text for war was
Hudson Maxim’s Defenseless America claim-
ing the US would be next attacked by Germans.
He was inventor of smokeless powder and his
brother of the machine gun which he called the
greatest life-saving instrument invented. The
movie The Battle Cry of Peace was based on
his book, with a fictional German attack on the
US. A US mother finally shoots her two daugh-
ters to save them from the German hordes.
Pacifists are shown as sniveling cowards.

The first war films were generally not so
brazen, that even audience hissing at the enemy
was not allowed at first. This later changed,
from pacifist films to more exciting war action
ones. Marching bands, over 200, paraded in NY
City taking 11 hours for Preparedness. Other
cities copied, marching and yelling Prepare!

Frank Cobb of the NY World told Wilson
and his friends about going to war. They later
recalled what he said: “It would mean that the
majority of people in this hemisphere would go
war-mad, quit thinking and devote their ener-
gies to destruction . . . Once led this people
into war and they’ll forget there ever was such
a thing as tolerance. To fight you must be bru-
tal and ruthless, and the spirit of ruthless bru-
tality will enter into the very fiber of our
national life infecting Congress, the courts, the
policeman, the man in the street . . . He said a
nation couldn’t put its strength into a war and
keep its head level; it had never been done.”

Only 4 Senators objected to the declaration
of war. Senator George Norris accused corpo-
rations of profiting. “Who have made millions
out of the war in the manufacture of munitions
and who expect to make millions more if our
country can be drawn into the catastrophe. A
large number of the great newspapers and
news agencies of the country have been con-
trolled and enlisted in the greatest propagan-
da that the world has ever known, to manufac-
ture sentiment in favor of war.” Others noted
that we were not invaded and not threatened.

The (US) Committee on Public Information
was formed. The signers wanted two functions
of censorship and publicity joined in honesty
and profit. Publicity was emphasized instead
of censorship, but Creel was appointed the
head and said censorship was imperative,
claiming the group was his idea.

It employed tens of thousands of speakers,
cartoonists and writers to announce, according
to Creel, that this was a just war, a holy war, in
self-defense. Edward Bernays joined CPI, of
propaganda infamy [claiming the US and other
nations are ruled by an elite who manipulate
the masses]. The Espionage Act and Sedition
Act both labeled anyone not following the offi-
cial view as a traitor and subject to arrest.

The Four-Minute Men got their name from
the time they took to speak, usually in theaters
when a film reel was being changed. They
were instructed to speak according to a script
in support of the war effort. Later they
branched out to other events. Women were
used for women’s events, and even juniors for
schools. The name Minute Man conjured up
patriotism from the old war, against Britain,
but this fact was not mentioned!

Posters and ads conveyed US symbols as
Uncle Sam Wants You, the Statue of Liberty
and the bald eagle—but both Germany and the
US used the icon!

One poster entitled Destroy This Mad Brute
. . . Enlist shows a big, wild, wide-mouthed,
fanged ape holding a woman in one arm and a

club in the other, like a mix of King Kong and
Godzilla coming on US shores. Many US
films came out showing what might happen, of
German spies infiltrating the US and showing
German soldiers coming ashore attacking
women. Hollywood conveyed that no Ger-
man-American could be trusted.

One film stood out as different. Robert
Goldstein produced The Spirit of ’76. He was
sentenced to ten years in prison under the
Espionage Act, because of one scene. The
British soldiers were shown bayoneting
women and children and dragging off girls.
While such behavior was all right to show if of
Germans, not so with the British.

The 1798 Alien and Sedition Act was op-
posed by Thomas Jefferson who questioned its
constitutionality. And as president in 1801 par-
doned those arrested and paid all fines.

In WWI US citizens spied on other citizens,
alerting authorities about anything suspicious.
Under the Sedition Act, Postmaster General
Burleson had great power to censor mail. He
revoked mailing privileges of The Masses, a
single issue for anti-government cartoons. He
then refused to reinstate their 2nd-class mailing
privilege because they missed an issue so were
not entitled to the periodical status! Burleson
continued his choke hold on mail for 2.5 years
after the armistice. Even Creel tried to distance
himself from the extremes of Burleson.

Following the lead of the Acts, and
Burleson, the American Protective League
was formed and routinely violated the civil
rights of US citizens on a national scale. As
harassing draft evaders, and physical assaults
on war dissenters. Spying on co-workers.
Though not one spy was ever found by them.

Telephones in NY City were tapped in patri-
otic zeal—before the US went into war. A
commission later investigated this, but it was
not interested in prosecuting unless Germans
were involved! US government activities were
exonerated.

The Master Game (2011)
Unmasking the Secret Rulers of the World

by Graham Hancock and Robert Bauval:
World rulers use the silent language of sym-
bols and signs. So many big companies use the
same or similar symbols.

Though fiction, Dan Brown’s novels such
as The Lost Symbol have aroused Washington
DC dwellers to believe in some true facts that
they live in a Masonic temple that is a city,
with weird street layout.

Cult of Reason or Cult of the Supreme Be-
ing—Many street festivals were staged during
the French Revolution for the goddess of Reason,
personified by actresses in red, white and blue,
with Phrygian cap of pagan deities as Cybele and
Mithras. Also the cap is used in US icons, too.

The US Revolution was influenced much
by Freemasonry and Benjamin Franklin of the
Hellfire Club, allowing most anything evil,
with motto Do What Thou Whilst.

The Freemason god is often described as
the Grand Architect of the Universe with sym-
bol of the 5-point star or Blazing Star, also
depicted by a G, or a glowing pyramid or tri-
angle with All-Seeing-Eye. Masons draw
much from the mysteries of ancient Egypt of
Osiris and Isis, symbols of universal nature
(Mother Nature). The US Great Seal has the
glowing Eye atop a pyramid.

A sprig of acacia was cast on George
Washington’s casket to signify his resurrection
as that of Osiris. [Though he is depicted in the
Capitol Rotunda ceiling ascended to pagan
gods.] The Washington Monument obelisk is
shaped like an Egyptian one for the solar god,
was dedicated by Masons, and one in a speech
spoke of George’s immortality as the Egyptian
worshipers of Osiris, the hope of immortality.

Paris was named for goddess Isis of naviga-
tion. The boat of Isis feast was celebrated in
Rome. Napoleon was most likely a Freemason.
He had many officers who were. He had Isis
researched and then placed her star included on
the Paris coat-of-arms. A 5-point star hovering
above a boat with 3 golden bees symbolizes
divine rule. [Similar to the US where a 5-point
star is on Uncle Sam’s hat, and the Arizona flag
shows it as the Blazing star of Masonry.]

Washington DC can fairly be described as
the world’s foremost Masonic City—accord-
ing to Freemasonry Today issue 16. [Most US
presidents are Freemasons, our money has its
symbols. Our state and national symbols are
gods or their associated icons, as the eagle.
Our calendar made with days named for gods,
as well as half the months.]

Before Auguste Bartholdi made the Statue of
Liberty he was seeking a commission to build a
giant statue of the goddess Isis, Egyptian Queen
of Heaven, for the Suez Canal. “According to
French Egyptologist Bernard Mathieu,
Bartholdi used to refer to the Statue of Liberty
as the Pharos before it was raised in New York,
and even designed a base for the statue just like
the one believed to have been used for the
ancient Pharos (god) of Alexandria.”

Plane Truth Part 14

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Which God did the Founding Fathers have
in mind in the phrase In God We Trust?
According to Hancock and Bauval, most all
were Masons. The glowing Eye of the US
Great Seal represents the sun god watching
over mankind. The accompanying motto
Annuit Coeptis means He (God) favored our
undertakings. [Refers to a prayer to Jupiter].
George Washington assigned Thursday the
26th of 1789 as Thanksgiving Day to give
thanks to the great and glorious Being [rather
odd since the US government is suppose to
have separation of church and state].

Hancock and Bauval note the US is not to
have kings who rule by divine right, but most
Muslims and Arabs claim there is a crusading
alliance or Judeo-Christian control, or a
Masonic-Zionist alliance. [Almost all US pres-
idents are descendants of European royalty.]

The Masonic laying of the cornerstone for
the Statue of Liberty (a restricted Masonic
event) was held on August 5th for the helical
rising of the star Sirius. Masons use the Tarot
card XVI known as the Star to symbolize Isis
and Sirius, sometimes the star has 7 points. An
ancient obelisk of Egypt was taken from there
to New York City. It already had Masonic sym-
bols of trowel, builder’s square (right angle)
and architect’s triangle on its base. Its corner-
stone laying was paraded by 9000 Masons.

The first US capital was Philadelphia or City
of Brotherly Love, actually City of the Love of
the Brotherhood. Where “colonial Freemasonry
first flourished in the Americas.” According to
founder William Penn’s biographer, Susan
Coolidge “the city of Babylon is said to have
been in Penn’s mind as a model for his proposed
city.” As Babylon between two rivers, Tigris
and Euphrates, the ‘New Babylon’ was between
the Delaware and Schuylkill rivers. Also has
streets in a gridiron fashion as Babylon. To unite
people as at the Tower of Babel. Today it has 25
Masonically related sites.

Despite the brotherly love touted, the city
was involved in much slave trade. Mason-
revered Albert Pike confirmed that Masons
adore Sirius, the Blazing Star, or 5-point star or
the sun, or Grand Luminary, Eye of God, Osiris.

Tarot cards are patterned after the Cabala
and its Sephiroth, which is the pattern L’Enfant
used in designing Washington DC. The Wash-
ington Monument or obelisk is situated on the
sun symbol of the Sephiroth, though slightly
off because the soil at the exact site could not
bear the weight.

Freemason David Ovason has done much
research on DC finding much correlation with
Isis or the Virgin. With her pictogram of a 5-point
star. The Washington Monument’s cornerstone
laying was on July 4, 1848, which corresponds to
the old Julian calendar, some days off from the
adopted Gregorian calendar, so it is actually St.
John’s Day of Masons for the summer solstice.

The ground-breaking ceremony for the
Pentagon, joining 5 armed services, was on 911
1941. George W. Bush referred to this and as a
symbol of strength in the world. Of course, the
very many 5-point stars on uniforms of the mil-
itary, the US and most all other nations refers to
the same Blazing Star of Masonry [the god of
forces (Dan 11:38)] used by militaries, police
and security guards throughout the world.

FDR was a 32nd-degree Mason and 32nd
president, while Truman was 33rd-degree and
33rd president. FDR put the Masonic or US
Great Seal on the $1 bill with All-Seeing-Eye
of Masonry. The modern state of Israel was rec-
ognized by Truman (thanks to a million dollar
campaign bribe) and it lies between 30-33
degrees north latitude.

The 911 attacks on the US were blamed on
Muslims [but they did not take credit for the 911
attacks, and bin Laden claimed he did not do
them]. Muslims counter with their own accusa-
tions against Freemasons-Judaism-Zionists:
They try to subvert all other religions. Want to
destroy the Dome of the Rock Mosque and
build a Temple of Solomon there. They promote
liberty, equality and justice, but really only for
themselves. They control the UN, major banks,
the media and educational bodies. Derived from
their Protocols of the Elders of Zion.

Clark Clifford in his memoirs wrote that the
UN Partition Plan for Palestine of 1947 was
unfair, awarding 56% of Palestine to 650,000
Jews, and only 44% to 1,300,000 Palestinians.
There could have been no Mid-East crisis if the
Arabs had been given a better deal. Many of
the displaced or refugee Palestinians claimed
to be Christians.

National Geographic Channel aired for 300

million viewers a German robot searching
shafts in the Great Pyramid. Egyptian head of
the work, Zahi Hawass, claimed the findings
show the Jews did not build it (while slaves
there) as they claim. In 2009 he almost seemed
to be quoting from the Protocols, saying “for
18 centuries they [the Jews] were dispersed
throughout the world . . . they went to America
and took control of its economy . . . they have a
plan. Although they are few in number, they
control the entire world . . . look at the control
they have over America and the media!”

Corporatism (2007)
Secret Government of the New World Order

by Jeffrey Grupp, college professor and lecturer:
“The largest corporations in America and world-
wide are identical to government . . . the educa-
tion, water, food, resources, energy, information,
medicine . . . that the citizens of the world de-
pend on for their survival are all indistinguish-
able from government.” Traditional government
ownership of utilities was taken over by private
companies with higher prices for less service.

Philosophy professor Jim Fetzer wrote that
Mussolini’s term corporatism defined by ram-
pant militarism “is exactly what we have here
(in the US) an American-style fascist govern-
ment . . . (for example) the President has im-
posed his own interpretation upon the law.”
Instead of just being a third of the US govern-
ment, he issues executive orders or laws of his
own that can be contrary to the Constitution,
the Justice Department and Congress.

“The top five corporations now control more
than 50% of the world’s market in the automo-
tive, airline, aerospace, electrical, electronics
and steel industries.”

Most people think of fascism as evil from
Hitler and Mussolini, but corporatism was a
model by US elite in the 1920s where those two
got the idea, the economic component.

By US propaganda, most US citizens think the
US ranks highest in education, and that was true
in the past, but now ranks third to last worldwide.

Authors Lamb and Mikel write about the way
corporations secretly plan ways to advertise to
the young girls of America in order to make them
shallow, superficial, media- and consumer-
crazed shoppers and TV junkies. “They cite
Pediatrician Christakis: Parents who in the past
would read and sing and play with their children
are choosing TV, videos and DVDs for their kids
in the belief that this screen time is good for them
. . . ignoring warnings of the American Academy
of Pediatrics that very young children should not
watch any TV . . . studies have found a connec-
tion between early TV viewing and attention
deficit disorder, aggressive behavior . . . the com-
mon perception is that parents use TV as an elec-
tronic baby sitter because it is good for them.”

Corporations employ psychologists, not to
aid kids’ healthy development, but to sell com-
pany products to them from cradle-to-grave so
they practically own your children.

US since 1870 has been a corporatist state.
Lincoln warned of the money power and cor-
porations taking over in 1864, that eventually
all the wealth would be in just a few hands and
the nation destroyed. A big corporation has
board members from Congress so corporations
are virtually unregulated.

Most all Congressmen and the president are
just acting. As President Harry Truman said he
was the greatest actor, acting as if he was in
charge. Ken Silverstein pretended he was a lob-
byist in the 1990s to learn how Congressmen
react to lobbyists who outnumber them 70:1.
Politicians are actors controlled by corporations
to do their bidding. At lavish parties for elected
officials, they wait to receive a stuffed envelope
and ask What do you want me to do?

Hints of a demented secret government—As
the Washington Post reported, the CIA with
other foreign intelligence services are in ca-
hoots torturing people. Just holding them in-
definitely is illegal. Who are the real terrorists?
Torture is considered illegal in the US and in
the host nation.

Logos of big corporations are very similar,
of triangle (pyramid) and Eye, as AOL and
Kindercare, and US Seal on $1 bills. [Names of
ancient gods are used for many companies,
products or services.]

Grupp reports on many 911 anomalies, as the
wall of the Pentagon did not collapse right
away, showing only a small hole like a missile
would make. While plane parts were missing as
the two engines, and paper and books were
seen, not even singed, though the plane was said
to be so hot it vaporized! The lawn was still in
pristine condition, unlike any plane crash.

It is illegal for people to sue corporate vac-
cine makers for vaccine damage from contain-
ing aluminum, aspartame, formaldehyde, mer-
cury and cancer viruses. As of 2007, there is no
law stating a vaccine must be taken. [Many peo-
ple mistakenly think vaccines are at least some-
what effective. So claim parents resisting their
children be vaccinated are hurting their own
kids by allowing a contagion breeding ground.]

Planned failure of the visible government—
war on drugs, or war on cancer while corpora-
tions profit. Benefits of fluoride in drinking
water or toothpaste are touted, but it is an
industrial waste product. Supposed to help
grow strong bones and teeth but opposite is
true. Natural fluoride which does do that is dif-
ferent than commercially made.

Grupp believes the Mark of the Beast may be
Morgellon’s disease. He goes into much detail
(available on the Internet). It appears to be man-
made of nanotechnology. [Sounds fantastic but
see TED talk videos online about topics as see-
ing at a trillion frames per second and other
videos. And how surveillance can be done at a
distance to detect a person’s pulse, and hear what
is said inside from outside a soundproof room.]

FDR’s quote: “In politics nothing happens
by accident. If it happens you can bet it was
planned that way.”

Welfare for the rich uses tax breaks, direct
subsidies and sell-off of public lands at cheap
prices as in Alaska for oil. [How patriotic are
tax havens overseas? Big companies and the
richest people avoid paying taxes—how patri-
otic! By graduated tax rates, they were sup-
posed to pay more taxes than poor people.]

Corporations are ruled from the top down as a
pyramid, not having elected by the people leaders,
many sit on boards of other corporations. So
CEOs have astronomical salaries and perks, while
workers are at minimum wage, poverty level.

Dr. Angell formerly of the New England
Journal of Medicine found first hand that drug
companies changed from research and devel-
opment of new drugs which is very expensive,
to control, so they just advertise their ‘new’
drugs which are actually old ones changed
slightly. They compare their ‘new’ drug with a
placebo or sugar pill so it looks better. Drug
companies have the highest advertising, for
drugs of dubious benefit, with highest profits.

About 50,000–100,000 deaths each year in
the US are from bad drugs or improper use.
Doctors tend to employ drugs or surgery to fix
symptoms instead of urging alternatives or
lifestyle changes.

Grupp shows by various means that the US
is a communist nation (though the US is sup-
posedly against it). Pyramid structure of the
Illuminati is so those at the top know the plan,
and rule the masses.

Weak Corporatism
1870–Sept. 11, 2001—-Though FDR had

suspended the Constitution and corporations had
violated it throughout the period, it lacked many
fascist elements, allowing some free speech.

Moderate Corporatism
911 to after 2007—the 911 attacks and re-

sponse catapulted the US toward full corpo-
ratism, with laws for martial law, internment
camps, mass population reduction not imple-
mented yet. Increased surveillance of citizens.
The Associate Press announced 2-25-2007
about increased use of surveillance cameras,
even in private homes!

Full Corporatism
Laws after 911 stipulated that another 911-

type attack would spark these measures into
action. Though the disclosure that US citizens
have been spied on likely has been going on for
decades, and just recently exposed. A breakout
of Ebola may trigger takeover [rigged, see
Wikipedia on unethical human experiments in
the US]. Or an economic crisis as devaluation
of the dollar necessitating military draft, forced
labor or slavery, never ending war on terrorism
on unseen enemies as Orwell’s 1984, thought
or behavior crimes punished.

Nobel prize-winner in economics Joseph
Stiglitz was fired from the World Bank for
telling that while it promotes itself as aiding
nations, it really cripples them to set up favor-
able conditions for corporations with cheap
labor. [The US outsources jobs overseas and al-
lows illegal aliens in to profit off them.] US cit-
izens appear wealthier because they buy cheap
goods made by cheaper slave labor in Asia, or
of illegal aliens in the US.

Much of the population is tricked into taking

such drugs as Prozac, Lipitor and Viagra on a
daily basis. Kids are drugged with Ritalin, not
because they are mentally ill, but bored with
boring classes and seem to be hyper and need
to be medicated. Too often just told facts
instead of learning more on their own.

Big media uniformity
All seem to report the same things the same

way. While the US kept accusing Iraq of WMD,
the US attacked Iraqis with chemical weapons
as at the battle of Fallujah 2004, but kept it quiet,
yet widely reported outside the US. Another
WMD was Depleted Uranium that the US pol-
luted in Iraq. US-led economic sanctions against
it caused one million Iraqi civilian deaths.

Many US veterans in Grupp’s classes have
told him of atrocities they committed in Iraq.
As night raids on civilian homes, terrorizing
children, rummaging through belongings.

Corporate pollution kills more people than
wars do, yet hardly noticed in the media.
Mercury in vaccines is a top cause of autism.
US steel-makers lead mercury polluters.

DU in Iraq is polluting the whole world.
Corporate pollution causes almost $300 billion
worth of economic damage each year and
150,000 US deaths. Toxic waste from smoke
stacks of oil refineries are cleaned off and used
as fertilizer for food in gardens and farms.
Contain toxic heavy metals, some radioactive.

Alzheimer’s disease is likely from Mad Cow
disease, has same symptoms. When the British
had trouble with this, reporting in the US was
clamped down upon [also aluminum in pots
and pans, cans, some deodorants].

Grupp gives a long quote by Craig Smith pres-
ident of the Swiss American Trading Corp. telling
how the US dollar is created out of thin air, based
on nothing, thanks to the Federal Reserve. There
was a shift of public values from hard work to
hardly working and gambling, speculative invest-
ments. No more silver or gold backing the dollar.
The Fed is banking on the public not noticing
their money is backed by nothing, yet they must
pay interest on this fiat money (amounting to tril-
lions). Only popular delusion and public confi-
dence in it keep it afloat.

Most early 1900s cars were electric, but
were suppressed by oil interests. Solar energy
and other innovations, even using water as a
source of fuel, are suppressed.

According to Dr. Lorraine Day, more Ameri-
cans are killed in a decade by health care (8 mil-
lion) than all US wars. With prescribed drugs.

Corporations trick US soldiers to enlist as
mercenary ones. Soldiers and policemen
instead of enforcing the corporate elite’s agen-
da could stop it.

Private Military Forces fight corporate battles,
and that is what the US military is. The National
Guard of Colorado in 1914, sponsored by the
Rockefellers, slaughtered miners on strike, and
their women and children. Called the Ludlow
Massacre, though it was kept quiet. Corporate
warriors can outnumber a nation’s army and with
greater weaponry. UN ‘peacekeepers’ are the
same, working for up to $1000 a day, committing
any atrocity. While the US military is downsiz-
ing, the US contracts PMFs so the US appears by
count of troops to be using less.

US citizens pay 40 cents of every tax dollar
to the military-industrial complex so slums and
the homeless abound. Many US vets are among
the homeless.

No vaccine has ever been proven to eliminate
any ailment. Children are given 50 times the
‘safe’ limit for mercury of flu shots for adults!
While the media comes out saying mercury lev-
els are being reduced, there are no restrictions on
the level by law. Diseases were on the decrease
worldwide from such methods as better sanita-
tion, not vaccines. A particular disease will ramp
up after vaccinations because they contain the
disease pathogen. Studies are done sponsored by
drug companies and find no harm. Bribed law-
makers passed laws to exempt vaccine makers
from prosecution by harmed customers.

The US military has admitted it has sprayed
pathogens on US citizens in the US for tests
since 1950 without their consent, but says noth-
ing was learned.

Free trade is really freedom for corporations to
hurt people. The rich elite plan to use robots and
remote control, cyborg human enhancements,
nanobot replacement parts—as reported on the
Discovery Channel show Future Weapons.

Bill Joy cofounder of and Chief scientist of
Sun Microsystems—“Due to improved tech-
niques (of robotics) the elite will have greater
control over the masses and because human
work will no longer be necessary, the masses
will be superfluous, a useless burden on the sys-
tem. If the elite is ruthless they may simply
decide to exterminate the mass of humanity.”
(Why the Future Doesn’t Need Us)

—Mr. Jan Young

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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M
y last ad about the timing Christ fol-
lowed stirred up some comments.
Most I received were in agreement.
One was from a minister who con-
tends that Passover and all the rites

we associate with it are all contained within the
14th of Abib. Because there are a substantial num-
ber of WCG past members who believe this, I
wanted to take this opportunity to expand on
some of the points I touched on in the last ad (in
The Journal, issue No. 171).

First I want to say, I do understand how this can
be believed by those who do so. The wording is
rather convoluted. I suspect it is just for this rea-
son, so we would have to look closely at His word
to come to our own conclusions, as opposed to it
being easily proved one way or another.

I firmly believe God is testing those who still
claim to follow Him. We know there are many that
clearly just fell to the wayside. But, of the people
left, how can He know what their will is? Just as He
had to test Abraham, we are being tested. I believe
this is one area.

I won’t condemn those who believe the Passover
meal is on the 14th. What I condemn are leaders
who are afraid to step out and teach a new truth,
because they are afraid of losing a following. I fear
there are a substantial number of those from the
WCG past out there leading churches now.

The proofs I see are as follows:
Number 1: Christ is nowhere condemned in

the Gospel accounts for not following the pre-
scribed ceremonies of Passover. We know they
were looking for anything to condemn Him for, yet
we don’t see this. Why? I believe because He kept
the Passover with the same timing as the rest of
the majority of the Jews. The same that the Sad-
ducees did, since they controlled the temple.

We are told Christ was taught to observer Passo-
ver and that at one point He stayed behind in
Jerusalem to discuss God’s word with the sages.
Now, if He was of the opinion the sages were incor-
rect in the timing of Passover, would He be willing-
ly learning from them? Some will claim He was just
beginning His training at that point and would later
conclude the sages were wrong and change to fol-
low a different calendar.

But if that were true, and the
Sadducees were incorrect in
their judgment of how to keep
Passover, and Christ figured this
out as a young man, then He
would have been guilty of sin-
ning up until that point in time
when He realized it and
changed His practices.

To add to this point, Paul tells
us clearly that, if anyone has any right to brag on
keeping every point of the law, he is chief at that. He
points out that he was a Pharisee who always kept
the law. We know the Pharisees and the Sadducees
were in agreement on the calendar. IF those were
wrong, then Paul would not be able to make the argu-
ment that he was blameless concerning the law
(Philippians 3:6).

Our entire faith is based on the acceptance that
Christ was totally without sin and therefore an ac-
ceptable sacrifice to God for the collective sins of
all mankind. Therefore, I cannot accept the line of
reasoning Christ kept a different calendar. There
are too many scriptures showing He was intent on

being in Jerusalem at Passover, even if He had to go
there secretly so as to keep from being killed
before completing His ministry.

Number 2: Christ died in place of, as a substi-
tute for, our sins. The Passover Lamb was the phys-
ical shadow of that ultimate sacrifice before it was
fulfilled. God is very plain that if an Israelite did not
observe Passover, with the rites attendant upon it,
that Israelite was cut off from God’s presence.

Therefore the timing of
that physical sacrifice was
an extremely important part
of God’s plan. HWA told us
how important it is to keep
the Holy Days on the prop-
er date, with the example of
Pentecost. If the disciples
were not in the upper room,
they would not have re-
ceived the Holy Spirit. He
was right on this issue; keep-
ing the Holy Days on the
proper date is critical—even
the word God uses, Moed,
presupposes an appoint-
ment with Him.

So, for the claim to be
made that the Sadducees
were incorrect in their timing of the Passover
Sacrifice, and in light of the crucifixion of Christ
taking place at that very hour, that would mean
that Christ died at the wrong time!

From the opposite perspective, Christ is that
lamb! The lamb had to be killed and prepared in
Egypt at the proper time, in the proper manner.
The blood had to be placed over the doorposts.
After the lamb was roasted, it had to be eaten in the
right time frame. If the sacrifice was not done prop-
erly, the family would have died via the death angel.

Christ was the lamb! We are told by the writers
in the New Testament over and over He was. From
the story of the first Passover, we know the lamb
had to be killed at the right time. Therefore it
should be obvious Christ had to have been killed at
the proper time in order to be the sacrifice. And
the New Testament is clear about his death being

at the end of the 14th, not the start.
For my money, the above two points are ir-

refutable and constitute the most solid evidence of
why I contend the Passover Sacrifice was offered
at the end of the 14th and the meal was eaten on
the 15th. We can get into the tall grass and cover
some of the other points made by those who want
to believe Passover Sacrifice was killed at the
beginning of the 14th, and I’ll cover a couple. But
much of this leads to disputations as warned
against in 1 Timothy 6:3-5.

Number 3: Deuteronomy 16:6 tells us the sac-
rifice was to be killed “at the going down of the
sun.” Nearly every English translation has this or a

nearly identical phrase in this verse. There could
be some question on this in the original language,
but, since I’m not a Hebrew scholar, I can’t argue
one way or the other on the appropriateness of this
phrase in this location as a scholar.

However, what I can and will argue is that since
the vast majority of translators do include it, those
translators understand the sacrifice is at the end of
the 14th. “How so?” you may ask. Well, let’s look at

the definition of a day. It starts at
sunset, to the best we understand
from God’s word. Now, some Jews
say it starts when three stars can
be seen, and not before. Which
would place the starting point of a
day well past sundown. But, for
the sake of argument, let’s leave it
at sundown.

So God said to choose out a
lamb, keep (watch over) it from
the 10th to the 14th, then the
lamb is to be killed at the going
down of the sun. How can the sun
go down on the 14th if the 14th
has not started yet? In other
words, at sunset between the 13th
and the 14th the sun just set from
the 13th. Deuteronomy 16 is clear

that the sun must be setting and the day it must be
setting in is the 14th. That clearly places the sacri-
fice at the end of the 14th, not the end of the 13th.

Number 4, and this will be the last. There are
multiple locations that tell us the Passover sacrifice
was to be eaten with unleavened bread. These same
verses also tell us there is to be a seven-day festival
of unleavened bread starting at the end of the 14th
and proceeding through the end of the 21st.

While this is not nearly as positive as the first
two points, this also places the meal on the 15th.
Some of these are clearer than others on the meal
of Passover being the first meal of the festival of
unleavened bread. I wouldn’t use this as all of my
proof, as this point is not as clear as others. But it
is one more brick in the wall, as the song goes.

If anyone is interested in debating this, you have
my email below. Feel free to send a message, and

we can go back and forth. But,
remember, I will always go to
the first two points. Until you
have a solid means to overcome
both of those, I will not relent
on my position. I will concede
that some of the other scrip-
tures can be interpreted as
HWA did and many of the off-
shoots do. But, just as has been
said before, it’s easy to take a

limited number of scriptures and fabricate any
doctrine you want.

One closing item. I do believe that Christ insti-
tuted a totally new ceremony: foot-washing and
the bread and wine. And I do believe this is to be
observed at the beginning of the 14th. So, if the
argument from some is based on observance of
this ceremony at the beginning of the 14th, we are
in agreement. The WCG called this ceremony
Passover; I would call it the Lord’s Supper.

To recap: The actual Passover sacrifice was
offered on the end of the 14th, just as Christ was
killed at the end of the 14th, making Him our true
and only Passover.

Follow-up on Christ
and Passover

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

If anyone is interested in debating this,
you have my email below. Feel free to send
a message, and we can go back and forth.
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Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

True Church today?
Where Is the...

“For behold, the Darkness
shall COVER the earth, and
Deep Darkness the people”

(Isaiah 60:2).
Dear Brethren,

A
Warning to Manasseh, America—
Messianic Rabbi Jonathan Cahn spoke
at the Washington: Man of Prayer
2015 event in Washington, D.C., just a
few short weeks ago. He rose to deliver

a warning to a nation that had strayed far from its
foundation and far from the God who had
poured out His blessings upon her people.
Excerpts from his speech are as follows:

Supreme Court—“The justices of the Su-
preme Court took up their seats [in a hearing] on
whether they should strike down the biblical and
historic definition of marriage,” he said. “That
the event should even take place is a sign this is
America of [George] Washington’s warning . . . a
nation at war against its own foundation.”

Disregarding God’s Teachings—Washington
warned the smiles of heaven can never be expect-
ed on a nation “that disregards the eternal rules of
order and right which heaven itself hath or-
dained.” He noted the Supreme Court opens ses-
sions with the words “God save the United States
and this honorable court.”

Passing Judgment on God—“If this court
should overrule the word of God and strike down
the eternal rules of order and right that heaven
itself ordained, how then will God save it?” he
asked. “Justices, can you judge the ways of God?
There is another court and there another judge,
where all men and all judges will give account.

The Judgment of God—“If a nation’s high
court should pass judgment on the Almighty,
should you then be surprised God will pass judg-
ment on the court and that nation? We are doing
that which Israel did on the altars of Baal,” he
said. “We are exchanging our light for darkness.”

The House of Ephraim, England—By

James Chapman for the Daily Mail published
May 31, 2015—“Britain now has the gayest Parlia-
ment in the world after last week’s election.
There are 32 openly gay, lesbian and bisexual
MPs—just under 5 per cent of the total number
in the Commons . . .”

The Power of Darkness–-A chilling com-
ment by British Prime Minister David Cameron
suggests that even people who obey the
law won’t be “left alone” by the state if
they engage in anything the government
deems to be “hate speech,” including
“bigotry” and potentially criticism of ho-
mosexuality and feminism.

Change Coming–-Preparing to intro-
duce a new counterterrorism bill later this
month, Cameron laid the groundwork for
the measures by remarking that the state
not interfering with people’s lives if
they “obey the law” was a “failed
approach.”

No Mercy–-“For too long, we
have been a passively tolerant soci-
ety, saying to our citizens: as long
as you obey the law, we will leave
you alone. It’s often meant we have
stood neutral between different
values. And that’s helped foster a
narrative of extremism and griev-
ance. This Government will con-
clusively turn the page on this failed approach,”
Cameron stated [Amos 5:10; Isaiah 59:14-15],

To Try Men’s Souls–-Similar to Sodom and
Gomorrah, prophecy reveals the evil of the dark-
ness of night spearheaded by Manasseh and
Ephraim will completely triumph before Jesus
Christ brings upon them complete devastation
(Isaiah 60:2; Jeremiah 30:4-7).

Drought Leading the Way to Famine—By
Michael Snyder on May 12, 2015—“What are
we going to do once all the water is gone?
Thanks to the worst drought in more than
1,000 years, the western third of the coun-
try is facing the greatest water crisis that
the United States has ever seen. Lake Mead
is now the lowest that it has ever been since
the Hoover Dam was finished in the 1930s,
mandatory water restrictions have already

been implemented in the state of Cali-
fornia, and there are already widespread
reports of people stealing water in some of
the worst hit areas.

“But this is just the beginning. Right
now, in a desperate attempt to maintain
somewhat ‘normal’ levels of activity, water
is being pumped out of the ground in the

western half of the nation at
an absolutely staggering pace.
Once that irreplaceable ground-
water is gone, that is when the
real crisis will begin. If this
multi-year drought stretches
on and becomes the ‘mega-
drought’ that a lot of scientists
are now warning about, life as
we know it in much of the

country is going
to be funda-
mentally trans-
formed and mil-
lions of Amer-
icans may be
forced to find
somewhere else
to live” [Where
will they go?].

The Day of
the LORD—has begun! Soon the fa-

mine and disease epidemics—the Great
Tribulation—the demise of the House of
Jacob as nations! Where then will YOU and I
be? In the place of safety? Or suffering terrible
deaths? Please review the MYSTERY OF THE
AGES to make sure you are on the right track—if
not, return immediately—no time to lose!—this is
our only hope.

—The Darkness of the Night—

The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes

only. Entire contents © 2015 The Church of God. All Rights

Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this

publication and trademarks appearing in this publication

belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of own-

ership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Were The Pharisees All That Bad?

The sect of Pharisees came into existence several hundred years
before the birth of Jesus. At that time Greek domination was
strong with the Greeks applying pressure to Hellenize everyone
under their influence. Because there was a growing tendency for
some Jews to give in to Greek pressure and accept the lineup of
Greek gods and their pagan worship, the Pharisees appear to
have been born as a protest to the polluting of Jewish thought
and custom.

Some people today question whether the Pharisees really were all
that bad. After all, they were attempting to maintain the Jewish
religious system and traditions. The Greeks had many gods, the
Jews only one whom they said was the true God. The Greeks had
developed their own set of rules of worship, the Jews had God’s
Law and statutes to follow.

Preservation of the Mosaic Law and Jewish national identity
appears the basic reason for formation of the Pharisee sect.
However, as with many well meaning efforts, passing years saw
more control fall into the hands of the Pharisees. By the time
Jesus began his formal 31⁄2 year ministry, the Pharisees had such
a tight grip on Jewish society it was rare anyone challenged what
they said or did.

Jesus publicly acknowledged the Pharisees sat in Moses’ seat,
that is, they had authority to administer God’s Law (Matthew
23:2). Their problem, however, was they had become strict for-
malists and had succumbed to pompous, religious pretense with
noses upturned toward anyone not properly initiated into their
elite group.

“All whatsoever they bid you to observe, do it,” Jesus told people,
“but don’t do after their works. They say what to do, yet them-
selves do not.”

The Pharisee sect had degenerated into a group with neither the
compassion nor understanding required for proper administering
of God’s Law, because they approached The Law with hypocritical
thinking. (Have you experienced something similar in your life?)

Jesus was not afraid to speak directly to their faces. Matthew,
Chapter 23, outlines Christ’s thoughts about the activities of the
Pharisees.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You pay tithe of
mint and anise and cummin, but omit the weightier matters of The
Law—judgment, mercy and faith. These ought you to have done,
and not left the other undone.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You widen the
pockets of your robes to be openly seen carrying Scripture, and
lengthen the fringe borders of garments to enable the attaching of
tinkling bells.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You expect
(even insist) you occupy the chief places of honor at feasts, and
seats of preeminence in synagogues.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! In the market
places you want (even expect) to be greeted: ‘Rabbi, Rabbi’
(teacher, teacher).

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You make clean
the outside of the cup and platter, but within are full of extortion
and excess. You are like whited sepulchers. Indeed, they appear

beautiful outward, but are within full of bones of dead men and of
all uncleanness. You, also, outwardly appear righteous to men, but
within are full of hypocrisy and iniquity.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You devour
widow’s houses, and for a pretense make long prayers. Therefore
you shall receive the greater damnation.

“Blind guides. You strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. Ser-
pents. Generation of vipers! How can you escape the damnation
of Hell?”

Were the Pharisees really all that bad? Where does one begin?
They had so many major problems it is difficult to choose only
a few.

Luke 5:17-24—Jesus was in a house teaching. The power of The
Lord also was present for healing. Some Pharisees and Doctors of
The Law were nearby spying on the activities when some men
arrived carrying a bed upon which another man lay with palsy. The
friends of that man were attempting to get him before Jesus.

Failing to find a way into the dwelling because of the press of the
crowd, they went on top of the house where they removed some
roofing and then lowered the man on his bed down through the
opening into the midst before Jesus. When Jesus saw their faith, he
said to him: “Man, your sins are forgiven thee.”

Immediately some scribes and Pharisees began saying: “Who
is this that speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but
God alone?”

Jesus perceived their thoughts and responded out loud: “Why rea-
son you in your hearts? Is it easier to say: ‘Your sins be forgiven
thee’ or ‘Rise up and walk’?” (Jesus had said this so the people,
and Pharisees, would know the Son of Man had power upon earth
to forgive sin.) By this response, also, Jesus had taken from the
Pharisees some of their integrity and power over the people.

John 11:43-48—Lazarus, brother to Martha and Mary, died four
days prior to Jesus arriving at the home of the women. After Jesus
did arrive, he went to the cave where Lazarus was interred, had the
stone covering the opening to the cave removed, and called him
who was dead to come forth. Lazarus came out still bound hand
and foot with grave clothes.

Many of the Jews who had come to comfort the sisters saw what
Jesus did and believed on him because of this miracle. Some in
the crowd, however, rushed off to tell the Pharisee Council what
Jesus had done.

“What do we do?” the chief priests and Pharisees questioned
among themselves. “The man does many miracles. If we let him
alone all will believe on him and then the Romans shall come and
take away both our place and nation.”

Here was another example of the way the Pharisees thought. They
were more concerned with loss of control over the people than
extending comfort to the family and friends of Lazarus, an obvious
omission of a weightier matter of The Law—mercy.

Matthew 6:1-7—Jesus told his disciples to take heed of the attitudes
of the Pharisees. New King James: “Take heed that you do not do
your charitable deeds before men (for the purpose) to be seen by
them. Otherwise, you have no reward from your Father in heaven.
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Were The Pharisees All That Bad?

“When you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet before
you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets. They
have glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their
reward. When you do a charitable deed, do not let your left hand
know what your right hand is doing so your charitable deed may
be in secret.

“When you pray, be not like the hypocrites. They love to pray
standing in synagogues and on corners of the streets (to be) seen
by men. When you pray, go into your room. When you have shut
your door, pray to your Father who is in the secret place. Your
Father who sees in secret will reward you openly. And when you
pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. They think they
will be heard for their many words.”

Today some people question how the Pharisees failed to accept
Jesus for who he was. Didn’t they know the prophecies about a
coming king? Didn’t they understand the timing given by the
prophet Daniel and realize it was time for the king to arrive? They
knew the king would be a Son of David, and Jesus said he was
just such a son. But Jesus? Couldn’t be him. He preached kind-
ness and peace.

The Pharisees failed to accept Jesus because he did not fit the pic-
ture they had in their minds. They expected a warrior wielding a
sword in command of a powerful army driving out the Romans as
David previously had done to enemies of Israel.

It was not to occur their way.

The Pharisees expected when the king arrived he would shake all
their hands for a job well done, then invite them to take places of
authority in a new government.

That was not to occur, either.

People were astonished when Jesus taught in the synagogues.
He was neither a ‘learned’ Pharisee nor ‘recognized’ teacher of
The Law. No one could attest to Jesus having formally studied
the Epistles (John 7:15). Neither was Jesus part of any
Sanhedrin, the council appointed in every city in Israel to deal
with religious matters.

The Pharisees were confused and offended.Where did the man get
such wisdom and mighty works? Isn’t he the carpenter’s son? Isn’t
his mother called Mary? His brothers and sisters, are they not all
with us? Whence has this man all these things?

The Pharisees tried to get Jesus to violate their law. They tempted
him, and hoped, at the least, Jesus would trip over his own words
and, at best, simply agree with their rulings. Instead, Jesus magni-
fied his Father’s commandments turning the dogma of the Phari-
sees back on them (Mark 10:2-9).

There is a proverb that says nothing is new under the sun. The
‘new’ reference is to people, how they think and operate in certain
situations. Nothing has changed. As during Christ’s time, today
when someone says they are qualified to do something, people
expect to see ‘letters’ behind their name. Doctors. Lawyers.
Musicians. Ministers. Dentists. Movie camera operators. Judges.
Teachers—and others.

A teacher today is a nobody if they cannot produce a paper certi-
fying years of formal study at a recognized center for higher learn-
ing. Without that diploma, what they say is unacceptable to the

majority, never mind what they say is the truth.

Jesus asked a very important question overlooked by many: “Why
call you me ‘lord, lord’ and do not the things which I say?
Whosoever comes to me and hears my sayings, and does them, he
is like a man which built a house, and digged deep, and laid the
foundation on a rock. When the flood arose and beat vehemently
upon that house, it could not shake it, for it was founded upon a
rock” (Luke 6:46-48).

Jesus was not accepted, or taken seriously, because 1) He had no
letters, 2) People were breaking God’s Law, and what Jesus said
embarrassed them. What he said convicted them of their sin! Jesus
told the Pharisees: “Did not Moses give you The Law, yet none of
you keeps The Law?”

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You bind heavy
burdens, grievous to be borne, and lay them upon men’s shoulders.
But you will lift not one finger in assistance.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees. Hypocrites! You compass
sea and land to make one proselyte. Then when he is gained, you
make him twofold more the child of hell than yourselves. You shut
up the Kingdom of Heaven to men. You neither go in yourselves,
nor allow others that try to enter.”

Ridiculous, religious posturing continued a prime target for Christ’s
denunciations.

Hypocrites will usually find change difficult. Change is possi-
ble—because one must change or die—but most will continue
thinking what they believe and are doing is correct and accept-
able with God.

Were the Pharisees all that bad? Does judgment pronounced by
Jesus upon the scribes and Pharisees imply the answer? In 70 AD
the Romans came and destroyed Jerusalem, the so-called holy
Temple, and Pharisees.

Biblically it is not unknown for God to use one enemy to destroy
another. Nine years later Roman army commanders were at
Pompeii celebrating the victory over those ‘nasty’ Jews and trou-
blesome Pharisees. Mount Vesuvius suddenly erupted and buried
them all up to 20 feet deep with ash and pumice. An accident,
or justice?

It says in Psalm 111:10 fear of The Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom. Jesus never once feared the scribes or Pharisees. He said not
to be afraid of them that can kill the body, because once done
there is nothing more they can do to an individual.

“But I will forewarn you whom you shall fear,” Jesus said. “Fear
Him, which after He has killed, has power to cast into Hell Fire,Yea,
I say to you: Fear Him” (Luke 12:4-5).

Jesus never wavered. He stood for God whom he said was his
Father. “You shall love The Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your
strength. This is the First Commandment” (Mark 12:30).

There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).

Is God compassionate and merciful? Oh yes! But God does not
play games like hypocrites do.
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Y ou offshoot ministers are all DISobeying God,
as PROVEN by these FACTS:mmmmmmmmmmm
m1.) You ministers all move God’s Sabbath

Day to Friday the 6th day in 1/2 the World, by fol-
lowing the phony 1883 IDL (International Date Line).

2.) You ministers willfully DISobey Deuteronomy
16:16 and have “ONLY” 1 Pilgrimage Feast a year,
when God commands “3” Pilgrimage Feasts.Yeshua’s/
Jesus’s Family followed Deut 16:16 “3” times a year
because they made a Pilgrimage to Headquarters/Jeru-
salem for the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Again for clar-
ity: Yeshua’s/Jesus’ Family followed Deut 16:16 “3”
times a year because they went to Jerusalem. Follow
God’s Deut 16:16 3 times a year and not your Sin-
isters 1 time a year.

Mark your Sinister who does NOT follow God’s Bible
of Deut 16:16. Romans 16:17 tells you to MARK your
Sinister for disobeying God’s Bible.

2nd Thessalonians 3:16 commands you to “leave”
your Sinister because he is deliberately Disobeying God’s
Bible. If you do what your Sinister says, and not what
Deut 16:16 says, that means you love your Sinister
MORE than God. Matthew 10:37.

Do not keep company with your lying Sinister, because
he will lie to you and say he is obeying God’s Bible
Deuteronomy 16:16 by saying he is having a Service, but
he is “NOT” obeying God, because he does not have a
Pilgrimage Feast 3 times.

Have nothing to do with him, because he does not
obey Deuteronomy 16:16 and have 3 Pilgrimage Feasts
a year, like Jesus’s Family and the 1st Century Church did.
If anyone [minister] comes to your meeting and does
not teach the truth 2 John 1:10, do not associate with
them. 2nd Thessalonians 3:14. NET Bible.

Therefore produce fruit that proves your repentance.
Matthew 3:8, Luke 3:8.

5 So they established a decree to make proclamation
throughout all Israel, from Beersheba even to Dan, that
they should come to keep the Passover unto the LORD
God of Israel at Jerusalem: for they had not done it of a
long time in such sort as it was written. [15 minutes
before the start of the 15th]. 2 Chronicles 12:5.

3.) You ministers refuse to have God’s com-
manded 4 Fasts, in addition to Atonement’s Fast, as
commanded by God = Thus says the Lord of Hosts.
Zechariah 8:19.

4.) You ministers use man’s phony 358 A.D.
Hillel II averaging calendar that makes God’s Holy
Days Moadim appointments 2 days early 1 day late, 2
days late 1 day early. The Jews did NOT use an averag-
ing calendar because:

The History of the Jews was that they celebrated 2
days at the end of every month because they did
“NOT” use an averaging calendar, and some Ultra-
Orthodox Jews EVEN TODAY celebrate 2 days = the
evening of the 29th and the evening of the 30th because
they “still” do “not” use an averaging calendar.

It is utter nonsense to try to say that Yahshua/Jesus
used an averaging calendar, because then He would
have worked on the Moadim/Appointed day, just like you
now work on Father’s Appointed Feast Days.

If Christ used and averaging calendar, then
you do not have salvation, because then Christ
broke His Father’s Law/command: Lights will mark days
of Genesis 1:14.

Read your Bible and see that Genesis 1:14 com-
mands: “Lights will mark days,” “NOT” averaging calen-
dars. WAKE UP and follow God’s Bible. And there is a
SABBATH New Month Day every month according to
Ezekiel 46:3 and Isaiah 66:23, and as a Sabbath, that is
“why” the correct day of rest is so important.

To stop any further arguments, just answer this ques-
tion: Why would you use an averaging calendar
when with 1 click of the computer you can
KNOW the TRUE date of the start of the Year/Month
from 2 or more WITNESSES as you are commanded to on
the AUTHORITY of 2 or more Witnesses? 1 Timothy 5:19.

Please just answer the question:
Why would you use an averaging calendar

when you can know the TRUE DATE?
5.) You ministers refuse to obey God’s Bible

words of Ezekiel 46:3 which state and indeed com-
mand you to hold a Worship Service “every” New
Month Day. And if Ezekiel 46:3 wasn’t enough proof
that you MUST have a Service every New Month Day,
there is Isaiah 66:23 which states that: The whole World
will be forced to celebrate God’s New Month Day.

6.) You ministers refuse to have a BIG Last “Din-
ner” on Nisan 12 (2 nights “before” Passover), like
Yah and the Disciples did complete with 4 things: 1.)
The big leisurely Meal/Dinner/Fellowship. 2.) The Foot
washing, 3.) The elements Matzos and Wine, in Remem-
brance of Yah, and 4.) Close with a Hymn on Nisan 12, as
Yeshua commanded you to do it on Nisan 12 = “THIS”
[Nisan 12] do in Remembrance of Me. Luke 22:19.

The Last Dinner is “not” the Passover. Do this DINNER
MEMORIAL in Remembrance of Me Luke 22:19 as a
Tribute DINNER to the Greatest Man.

7.) You ministers refuse to have Passover 2
days later to then have the Passover on Nisan 14
(the “same” way the Disciples and the 1st Century
Church did), at twilight “AFTER” the lambs are killed
= just before Nisan 15 starts (not before the lambs are
killed as you are wrongly doing now at the start of Nisan
14 instead of correctly at the “end” of Nissan 14). You
have Bread and Wine now for protection from the Death
Angel = Eternal Death. No Dinner, no Foot Washing, no
hymn, on Nisan 14 as GOD’S PASSOVER is TO BE done
in haste. That is what your Bible states!

This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked
into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in
your hand. Eat it in haste; it is the LORD’s Passover.
Exodus 12:11. As in leaving Egypt, or heading for the
airport/Place of Safety = not lollygagging around.

Editor’s Note: Do not focus on yourself when you take
the Passover, or you are then taking the Passover in an
Unworthy “manner.”

Focus on Yeshua/Christ/Jesus. Unworthy is an adjec-
tive as in unworthy manner. Unworthy is NOT a noun
therefore it does not refer to the person and further-
more because NO ONE IS WORTHY. Do not let your
minister beat you over the head with 1st Corin-
thians 11:29.

God washes you clean just 15 minutes before
the start of The Days of Unleavened Bread, so
that you have a running start PURE without sin, for the
Days of Unleavened Bread.

The Lord’s DINNER of Nisan 12 and PASSOVER
Nisan 14 are 2 different events/practices: 2 completely
separate different events, with 2 different mean-
ings/purposes, =
=================================
YOU “MUST” do “BOTH” on 2 different days.

Follow the 2 different 1st Century Church days
= 2 TIMES you take the Bread and Wine. JUST
LIKE THE 1ST Century Church did 2 days/2 times.
They set the example of 2 times.

i.) Once at the Last DINNER and
ii.) Then at the Passover. When you do it “exactly”

like the Disciples set the example, you will better under-
stand the events.That is why he said “often” = For as often
as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the
Lord’s death till he come. 1 Corinthians 11:26. KJV =

iii.) You PROCLAIM (have and “actually live”) ALL
the events that took place, not just half of the events.
=================================
You are DESTROYED for lack of knowledge. Hosea 4:6.

You do not want to bring forth the fruit of
Repentance. NET Bible. Therefore produce fruit that
proves your repentance. Matthew 3:8. Luke 3:8.

Who will dwell on the Holy Hill = he who is without
blemish. Psalm 15:1-2. = not he who follows his Sinister.

Your Sinister will “NOT” be in the Kingdom of God
for “causing” a lie, Revelations 21:27, and:

Neither will you for your practicing his lie.
Revelations 22:15.

The Bible “states” that he that practices a lie will
not “NOT” be in God’s Kingdom, yet you all keep on
practicing lies.

YOU Sinisters do NOT have the right to disobey
God’s Bible. Period!

But Satan the ruler of this world has your ministers all
deceived. John 16:11.

So therefore that is why your Bible states that only
few will make it. That is what “YOUR” Bible states:

ONLY a few will find it.
Or cross those words “ONLY a few,” out of your Bible.

=================================
This means that Satan has no problem brainwashing
and controlling the offshoot Worldwide Church of God
ministers,AS PROVEN BY THE FACTS, as they all preach
something different than what is in God’s Bible.

That is a FACT, because ergo, if they all preached what
was in God’s Bible, “then” they would all be the same =
in 1 Denomination.
=================================
But NOooooooooooooooooooooooooooo, they all
preach what is “NOT” in God’s Bible, and therefore they
are all different! As proven by the FACTS.

Jesus condemned religious leaders who relied on tra-
dition over the word of God:

8 For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold
the tradition of men . . . Mark 7:8.

Now if you yourself want to find the right
“WAY,” then YOU had better start following
your Bible, the way it was written, and NOT the
way your Sinisters do!

Because you will “NEVER” enter the Kingdom if
you choose your sinisters’ Wide Gate!!

The Narrow and Wide Gates:
13 “Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the

gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and
many enter through it. 14 But small is the gate and nar-
row the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.
Matthew 7:13 NIV.

TO COG didn’t write the word “few,” God wrote the
word “few.”And God does not lie. Numbers 23:19, God
is not a man, that He should lie.

“ONLY a few find it” Editor’s Note: [In this age]. This
will come as a great revelation to all of you, because you
all believe in Ecumenicalism.

Question: Can all offshoots be correct?
Answer: NO! All offshoots are “NOT” correct. Period.

=================================
That is the problem with Ecumenicalism, saying that if
you just do your best you will be fine.

WRONG:
He who did not know will be beaten. Luke 12:48.

Editor’s Note: You will be beaten because you “should”
have read your Bible and known!
=================================
And worse than that, he who “did” know = your
Sinister, will be beaten with many more stripes!

That is the problem with Ecumenicalism (your
thinking that all offshoots = all the “DIS”obedient
offshoot ministers will go into the Kingdom and not
go into the Tribulation).

Jesus condemned those who relied on ministers’
tradition instead of the word of God:

For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold
the tradition of men . . . All too well you reject the com-
mandment of God, that you may keep your tradition.
Mark 7:8-9.

Repent, and stop following your lying sinisters,
and instead only follow God’s Bible words.
=================================
God demands complete conformity to His way of life in
His Bible.

YOU must walk the walk, and not just talk the talk.
Everything you do “MUST” conform to your manual

The Holy Bible. God DEMANDS that you put off the old
man, and put on the new man. Ephesians 4:24 = You
were also taught to become a new person, created to be
like God, truly righteous and holy. GOD’S WORD®
Translation and that ye put on the new man, which is
created in conformity to God in righteousness and in the
holiness of the truth. Jubilee Bible 2000.

Again: That means STOP MOVING GOD’S SAB-
BATH TO FRIDAY WITH A PHONY IDL (International
Date Line).

That means: All WCG offshoots: Stop taking
Passover in your UNworthy Manner at the begin-
ning of 14th “BEFORE” the Lamb is sacrificed

(instead of twilight at the END of the 14th = on
the 14th (15 minutes before the 15th starts). That
is why some of you are weak and ill and some have
died! 1 Cor 11:27. “Unworthy” in the phrase Un-
worthy Manner is an adjective and refers to the
“action” = manner in which you take the Pass-
over. It is not a noun and does not refer to the
actor. Taking Passover “before” the Lambs are
sacrificed means you ARE taking Passover in an
UNworthy manner. All WCG offshoots are taking
Passover in an Unworthy Manner at the wrong
time, “before” the Lamb is slain.

And all of you are working on God’s Holy Feast
Days using your phony averaging calendar, that
Yahshua/Jesus never used.

You ministers MUST Repent. The CROOKED
must be made straight. Isa 40:4. It’s like you’re
DRUNK and don’t know what day it is. YOU CAN-
NOT HAVE PASSOVER “BEFORE” THE LAMBS ARE
SLAIN, WHICH “EVERY” MAJOR OFFSHOOT COG
WRONGLY DOES!

And you can’t use an averaging calendar,
because “then” you end up working on God’s
Holy “Appointed” Moadim Time.

Those of you who choose to use your brain
and use God’s Holy Spirit = you will be led into
all truth. So STOP following these lying ministers.
Use your brain AND you will understand, because
God’s Bible promises: The Wise shall understand.

. . . But the wicked [ministers] shall do wickedly: and
none of the wicked [ministers] shall understand;
but the wise shall understand. Daniel 12:10 KJV.

Will “YOU” be one of the Wise, or will you be
stupid and not follow God’s Bible?

Answer:
Only a few will be wise. So this is a prophecy for

the rest of you, that you will go into the Tribulation,
to be punished, because you refused, and continued to
neglect and refuse to follow God’s Bible words, and
instead you followed your sinister, who is obviously
breaking God’s Bible words in the points outlined above.

SELAH:Think on God’s Final Warning at the end of the
Septuagint (Yahshua’s Bible):

Malachi 2:8 & 9 You ministers have corrupted
the Covenant (as proven by the FACTS above).

8 But ye are departed out of the way; ye have
caused many to stumble at the law; ye have cor-
rupted the covenant of Levi, saith the LORD of hosts.

9 Therefore have I also made you contemptible and
base before all the people, according as ye have not
kept my ways, but have been partial in the law.

17 . . . Ye say, Every one that doeth evil is good
in the sight of the LORD, and he delighteth in them;
. . .—King James Bible “Authorized Version,” Cam-
bridge Edition.

So keep moving God’s Sabbath to Friday with
a phony IDL, and keep disobeying Deut 16:16 by
NOT having 3 Feast of Tabernacle Feast Site assemblies
per year.

And don’t you ministers lie and deny you are
breaking the Covenant.

So you members throw the ratchet jaw bums
out, and you members follow your Bible, and get right
with God, before “you” are also BEATEN. Luke 12:47.
And don’t let them lie to you that they are fol-
lowing God’s Bible.

STOP DENYING THE EVIDENCE IN PLAIN SIGHT.
STOP DENYING THE ABOVE “FACTS.”
Don’t be seeing but “not” seeing! Don’t be

hearing but “not” hearing. Change!
Remember that “ministers” do “NOT” have

the right, to “DIS”obey God’s clearly above
quoted 7 Bible commands.

Instead prepare the way for Yah, and make straight
the paths.

MAKE YOUR Minister obey God’s Bible.
Tell him to Obey.

or
Burn in Hell with your ratchet jaw sinister as a

disobedient BRAT.
For ALL “UN”believers of God’s Bible Words go to the

Lake of Fire.
This is Life and Death.
Do “NOT” ignore God’s 7 Bible Commands.
Tell your minister to OBEY.

You “don’t” have the right to be stupid,
when you are

causing the Eternal Death of your Members.

www.TheWorldTomorrow.org / The Obedient Church of God / TO COG

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).

The Obedient Church of God / P.O. Box 1278 / Omak, Washington, USA 98841

Follow God’s words to be your final authority, not ministers!
answers@theworldtomorrow.org

For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4
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G
od, out of His great love, changes His
“covenants” according to people’s
hearts. Your heart pumps your blood
to all your cells to maintain life.
Eternity is your choice. Biblically,

your heart represents your nature and desires in
all pursuits.

Covenants and Law

When a child is taught, by faith, how to live
and obey, there is
never a need for any
laws. Laws, as Paul
wrote, are for those
who do not  seek
righteousness and
are transgressors,
like Israel (I Tim-
othy 1:7-10).

Covenants are con-
tracts God makes,
much like the Unit-
ed States’ Decla-
ration of Liberty (free-
dom). If you, in faith, follow the declaration,
you have liberty.

If you harm your heritage, you need mandated
laws with penalties like taxation. Criminals either
need to go to prison to be isolated, penalized fi-
nancially or, if downright evil, be put to death.

Even in prison, beastlike, violent humans will
kill and murder. To save others from being mur-
dered, capital punishment is enforced. This
makes certain no one else will be killed by this
animal. If people followed the Initial Covenant
of God, no laws would have been needed at all.
If individuals respected the United States’
Declaration, no law or Bill of Rights would be
required. No harm would be done to the cre-
ation of God.

This is why love fulfills the whole law (any
law) because no harm would be done to anyone
or anything in the creation of God.

Weakness of the Flesh

Morality is either a matter of heart—your de-
sire to harm no one—or laws with penalties that
keep an individual at bay.

It is quite simple, and the book of Hebrews
outlines the sure principle: “For there is verily a
disannulling [a making void of law] of the com-
mandment going before [the Ten Command-

ments] for the weakness [wrong heart] and
unprofitableness [uselessness] thereof.

“For the law made nothing perfect, but the
bringing in of a better hope did; by the which
we draw near to God” (Hebrews 7:18-19).

God relates they could not even keep the Ten
Commandments because of their wrong hearts
(Deuteronomy 5:29). The Law of Moses was
weak and useless because it could not make
anyone “perfect.” The Law could only tell them
what “sin” was but, with a wrong heart, the Law
was useless (I John 3:4). It is your desires that
cause you to sin and miss the mark.

Hebrews and Hope

The book of Hebrews just told you the solu-
tion is a better hope or system to achieve salva-
tion through Christ. The Messiah is the way to
solve the Mystery of God (Colossians 1:27). By
following Christ as His disciples (pupils), you
see who God is and what He wants you to do.

The hope you have is to be clothed with the
Glory of God. The Glory of God is all His
goodness (Exodus 33:18-19). Jesus prayed
that, in the resurrection, He would have the
Glory He had with God in the beginning (John
17:5). You are to have the same Glory, which is
all the goodness of God
(John 17:22).

Just as Jesus was glorified
when He was resurrected,
your hope in faith is living
the life of Christ. By doing
so, your hope and faith in
your resurrection will give
you the Glory of God to be
the Bride of Christ (Reve-
lation 19:7-8).

Covenants and Law

Covenants and laws can
be together and sometimes
not together. They start with
a change of mind from hav-
ing a human mind to having Christ and the
Mind of God. Your Savior did so by hope and
faith, and you are to become like Him.

When you seek the righteousness of God by
hope and faith, you fear God, and this is just the
beginning of knowledge and wisdom. Peter, the
apostle, clearly told you that, if you do, then God
will accept you (Acts 10:35). Christ then gives

you the Holy Spirit of God, which becomes your
Comforter (rest) and leads you to all truth.

“And I will pray the Father and he shall
give you another Comforter [the Rest of
God], that he may abide with you for ever
[eternally]; even the Spirit of truth; whom the
world cannot receive, because it sees him not
[blinded], neither knows him; but you know
him; for he dwells with you and shall be in
you” (John 14:16-17).

Now you understand how God makes you in
His “image.” It is like a baby growing into man-
hood and finally becoming an elder who is
mature like Christ.

Changing covenants and laws is paramount
so God can be sure you become like Him and
Christ. The Everlasting Covenant, with no laws,
sets you free and is based on your free choice.
You would never, ever think of breaking any of
the Commandments.

If you always seek God and His way—the
Torah, with no law required—then the First
Covenant of God will lead you to salvation.

Read Isaiah 55 and Psalm 51 in their entire-
ty to grasp the most wonderful covenant of
God. Only The Eternal Covenant continues
under the New Heavens and on the New Earth.

By then, your flesh will have been destroyed by
those who have the Mark of the Beast, and all
will end in outer darkness, making them com-
pletely blind.

Covenants and laws are changed so you can
more fully understand the ways of God, and you
will be willing to repent and stop sinning. Only
then can you receive eternal life.

Art Mokarow

By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

God’s Covenants
Change With Our Hearts



14 ★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★ Issue No. 173 (May 31, 2015)

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNALThis page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

Be an Independent Thinker, Part 5

W e discarded the errors of Protes-
tantism and Catholicism. Now let
us unlearn the way of listening
to the wrong

doctrines that stand in the
way of our proper thinking,
mainly the ideas of a dicta-
torial ministry.

The Spirit of God in us
gives the freedom to obey
the commandments of God.
(And not following the sin-
ful examples of that fornica-
tor.) Those commandments
show us how to remain free from the law of sin
and death.

Keeping control is a must, whether in church

services or in our personal lives. Keeping out con-
fusion goes with it.

Dictatorship leads only to conflicts, whether it is
done by one man or a council.

Jesus Christ is our head. He shows us what to
unlearn and how to take in new thoughts of obey-
ing the truth (Ps. 119:151). No one stands be-
tween Him, His word and each of us.

No minister-elder is our judge. Let us stand in
the freedom the Lord gives us, which is thinking
clearly, independently, abandoning sin and keep-
ing the truth (John 8:22).

The kingdom of God is “within” you, not “among”
you (Luke 17:21). It is by His Holy Spirit.

See Strong’s Concordance Greek dictionary, No.
1787.

For more proof, write to the address below.

Send all hate mail to
Lawrence G. Mumme, 10003 W. Constellation Way, Tucson, Arizona 85735

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Feast Site Announcement

The Great Lakes Church of God will be
keeping the Feast of
Tabernacles in
Alcoa/Knoxville,
Tennessee. Join
us to learn
more about how
you can be a point of light for God
in today’s world. We will be offering a
millennial atmosphere, just as the Feast of
Tabernacles portrays. Call or e-mail for details.

910-693-9837 / MRicker@glcg.net / www.glcg.net

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

Are you developing Godly character? Lotsa luck!

God doesn’t sin. Those who have
Godly character do not sin (I
John 3:6, 9; I Pet 2:22). So have

you accomplished that, or are you still
working on that? How long do you
expect that to take?

Herbert Armstrong in his book The
Incredible Human Potential indicated
this character had to be developed. “It
must be developed, and that requires
TIME and EXPERIENCE” (pg. 70).

Why then does Paul compare the
spirit-filled believer to a new man who
renews his mind like someone changes
his clothes? (Eph 4:22-24, see also Col
3:8-10). Changing clothes doesn’t take
a great amount of time or experience.
Why does he distinguish the spirit-led
person as thinking of spiritual things
and the carnal person as concerned
with physical things? (Rom 8:5).

That indicates a night and day dif-
ference, not progress toward a goal.
Where is the middle ground for those
who are in the process of developing
“Godly character”?

Why did Jesus say “whoever commits
sin is a slave of sin”? (John 8:34c). Why
did Paul say “Do you not know that to
whom you present yourselves slaves to obey,
you are that one’s slaves whom you obey,

whether of sin leading to death, or of obedi-
ence leading to righteousness?” (Rom 6:16).
Is someone still working on his charac-
ter a slave of sin? Can they serve two
masters?

“He who says he abides in Him ought him-
self also to walk just as He walked” (I John
2:6). This doesn’t say anything about
walking this way most of the time, or
more of the time than last year. It is
talking about all the time for everyone
who claims to follow Messiah.

Yes, I John 2:1 does allow that some
may sin; “IF anyone sins,” not “WHEN
anyone sins.” The assumption is that
this will be rare and unusual, if it hap-
pens at all.

So how does one become perfect
(Mat 5:48; Heb 10:14) without time and
experience to develop Godly character?

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me;
and the life which I now live in the flesh I
live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20).
The believer doesn’t develop the char-
acter but lays down their life in repen-
tance and baptismal death and then
uses the example and teaching of
Messiah to guide their conduct (Rom
6:2, 4, 6). “For I have come down from

heaven, not to do My own will, but the will
of Him who sent Me” (John 6:38). “For
whoever desires to save his life will lose it,
but whoever loses his life for My sake will
find it” (Mat 16:25).

The one who truly abides in Christ
will be seriously seeking to do His will,
not his/her own will. He/she will do what
is right in the eyes of the Creator under
all circumstances, rather than what suits
his/her apparent best interest. In order
to do this, one must have a significant
depth of understanding of what the way
of God is. “My hands also I will lift up to
Your commandments, which I love, and I
will meditate on Your statutes” (Ps 119:48).

The spiritual person ponders the
application of His Commandments
and His statutes. This is what David
did. He never claimed a complete un-
derstanding. This doesn’t mean one
quits his job and goes into seclusion,
but that throughout the course of the
day one seriously considers his/her
own actions and motives. Were they
done out of concern for the neighbor
or the self? Did every action represent
Messiah or the self?

“O LORD, I know the way of man is not in
himself; it is not in man who walks to direct
his own steps” (Jer 10:23). “Also He spoke this

parable to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous” (Luke 18:9a).

Perfection does not come through
time or experience. It comes by set-
ting your way aside and giving it up.
Either one does that or one does not.
Ponder the way of God, His way, and
walk in that way, no matter what you
think is best for you. His way is not in-
tuitive to us. “For as the heavens are high-
er than the earth, so are My ways higher
than your ways, and My thoughts than
your thoughts” (Isa 55:9).

His way is His covenant (Deu 8:6;
4:13). A surface reading will not suffice.
It must be pondered with His statutes
and judgments to understand His way.
Develop your own relationship with
your Creator through study and action
based on His word. “If you love Me, keep
My commandments. And I will pray the Fa-
ther, and He will give you another Helper,
that He may abide with you forever” (John
14:15-16). His spirit, His mind, His
character are to those who diligently
seek Him (Heb 11:6) and don’t depend
on their own understanding (Prov 3:5).
No action is inconsequential.

CreatorsCovenant highlights what is
most important to the Creator.
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our argumentation . . . will begin and
. . . end.”

Strike three
Tony commented that the current

WCG leadership’s biblical. interpreta-
tion is “subjective,” at which point
Mr. Hanegraaff interrupted, asserting:
“It isn’t subjective; it’s based on the
objective Word of God, and there are
main and plain things in the Word of
God, and that is precisely what these
men have committed themselves to at
great personal sacrifice as well as
great corporate sacrifice.”

The host then abruptly hung up on
Tony and took another caller. “I want
to go to Ken in Santa Paula, Calif., lis-
tening on KKLA,” Mr. Hanegraaff
announced. “Ken, welcome.”

Would Mr. Armstrong have changed?
Ken put questions about Mr. Arm-

strong’s book Mystery of the Ages to
the show’s guests. He wanted to
know, if Mr. Armstrong had lived,
would he have corrected parts of the
book he himself or others considered
to be in error.

Mr. Tkach said Mr. Armstrong want-
ed to correct “several historical errors”
and clear up the “misunderstanding, the
illusion that he created, that angels
were a trial run at salvation and then
man was an afterthought and given the
chance at salvation . . . These are the
two main things that I am aware of.”

Mr. Albrecht added that “soon after
he [Mr. Armstrong] died we looked at
the material which he had printed,
including The Mystery of the Ages,
[and] determined there was a great deal
of unbiblical teaching in that book.”

He stated he felt Mr. Armstrong
wouldn’t have changed it during his
lifetime, “but we had to on the basis of
Scripture.”

Ken, who said he had corresponded
for a time with letter writers Herman
Herrara and David Hunsberger in Pasa-
dena, asked about a specific letter Mr.
Hunsberger sent him dated a little more
than a year earlier, on Aug. 31, 1994.

Mr. Hunsberger, Ken said, wrote as
if the Worldwide Church of God were
not repudiating Mr. Armstrong as a
Christian. Therefore, he wanted to
know, at what point would Mr. Tkach
consider someone to be a false teacher.

Mr. Tkach responded that he did
not want to judge Mr. Armstrong.

This was when Mr. Hanegraaff
interrupted and asked if Mr. Tkach
had, however, “judged his [Mr. Arm-
strong’s] writings.” Mr. Tkach agreed
that he had.

Call from WCG member
The phone lined opened up to Jack,

calling from Vancouver, B.C., Canada,
listening on KLYM. “Jack, welcome.”

Jack turned out to be a member of
the Worldwide Church of God happy
with the new doctrines, asking wheth-
er the WCG would be plugging the re-
sources of the Christian Research In-
stitute, the sponsor of The Bible An-
swer Man broadcast.

Mr. Tkach said he had plans for The
Plain Truth to “do some heavy pro-
motion for Hank Hanegraaff and
some of his books and CRI publica-
tions. So, to answer that, yes.”

Jack also asked about Arminianism
and “eternal security.” Arminianism is
the teaching of a cleric of the 16th cen-
tury named Arminius who opposed the
“absolute predestination” of strict Cal-
vinism but, unlike Calvin, maintained
the possibility of salvation for all.

Mr. Tkach and Mr. Albrecht both
said the WCG must first tackle matters
of a more pressing nature and will
deal with Arminianism, premillennial-
ism and amillennialism at a later time.

“Our mission at this point in time is
to get everyone properly grounded in
the core beliefs,” Mr. Tkach said.

But Mr. Hanegraaff apparently felt
his interest piqued and followed up to
Mr. Tkach: “What about eternal secu-
rity?”

“I feel I’m eternally secure,” Mr.
Tkach said, chuckling.

Mr. Albrecht then commented that,
on matters of a more arcane nature,
the church is not ready to commit
because “we don’t have enough of the

background and enough of the core
beliefs and enough of a foundation in
Christ to address them yet.”

Former legalist calls in
Mr. Hanegraaff decided to transfer

to another caller, a woman from
California listening on KCIV. “Lisa,
welcome.”

Lisa revealed herself as a former
Pentecostal who was at one time
stranded in legalism. She said she
could understand what Mr. Tkach and
Mr. Albrecht had gone through in
extricating themselves from an organ-
ization that was “kind of like bon-
dage,” as she put it.

She continued: “Well, I got out of
that church and everything and I’m
learning of the Lord and everything,
but sometimes I go through my mood
swings and stuff of wondering, you
know, is my salvation secure. I mean,
I accepted the Lord, and I’ve accepted
Him for all time, and I stand on it, but
the thing is sometimes those, I guess,
depression comes back and forth or
the guilt, or whatever, and, you know,
I just wondered—”

Mr. Hanegraaff interjected, “I un-
derstand your question.” Apparently
taking it that Lisa was in a quandary
about whether she could be confident
she had been saved, Mr. Hanegraaff
assured her that, yes, she could.

Mr. Albrecht said he could “deep-
ly understand” what Lisa was talking
about and that she should resist the
temptation to ease back into legalism
because “a system of dos and don’ts”

gives a person “a kind of confidence
that you’re in God’s favor.” If you
look for dos and don’ts, “this is a
dead giveaway that you have been in
legalism.”

After a commercial break Mr.
Hanegraaff said it was important for
his listeners, when conversing with
members of the “kingdom of the
cults,” to realize that cult members,
such as people in the old WCG or its
present “splinter groups,” don’t talk
the same language as people commit-
ted to “biblical orthodoxy.”

His examples included members of
the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints and the Jehovah’s Witnesses.

If Jehovah’s Witnesses are talking
about Jesus Christ, Mr. Hanegraaff
said, “they’re talking about the arch-
angel Michael.”

If a Mormon talks about Christ,
he’s “talking about the spirit brother
of Lucifer.”

If New Agers speak of Christ,
“they’re talking about an avatar, or
messenger.”

He didn’t say what a Sabbatarian
Church of God member means when
he refers to Jesus Christ, but he did
say that, if a Christian says he knows
the truth, “that means something dif-
ferent to someone who has been
steeped in the doctrinal system of the
Worldwide Church of God.”

Call about Garner Ted Armstrong
The next caller was Dennis, tuning

in from New Hampshire over WBCI.
Dennis wanted to ask about some-
body on the air years ago he remem-
bered named Ted.

“That’s correct,” responded Mr.
Hanegraaff. “Ted Garner Armstrong.”

Someone apparently corrected Mr.
Hanegraaff off mike, because then the
host said: “Garner Ted. All right. What
happened to Garner Ted?”

Mr. Tkach noted that Garner Ted
Armstrong (who died in 2003) had
left the Worldwide Church of God in
1978 and founded the Church of God
International in Tyler, Texas.

“They [the CGI] have had their ups
and downs,” he said. “They have a fel-
lowship of about 5,000 people.”

Mr. Tkach, in an apparent reference
to adverse publicity currently extant
concerning the CGI and Mr. Armstrong,
said the CGI has “come upon some very
difficult times . . . They are right now

really devastated by events that have
happened in their fellowship.”

The mission fields
After Dennis’s call Mr. Hanegraaff

deferred to Mr. Tkach, who said the
Worldwide Church of God’s goal “is
to bring people to Christ.” The WCG
considers its “mission fields,” he said,
to be its own congregations.

In a reference to the WCG’s current
rate of conversions Mr. Tkach said the
WCG in 1995 baptized 200 people
each month.

Mr. Hanegraaff said the sincerity of
WCG leaders is illustrated by their
willingness to “leave 56 acres of
downtown Pasadena, Calif., to sell it
and say, look, our destiny . . . is in the
Lord’s hands. All we want to do is to
follow Him.”

Just before the broadcast’s end Mr.
Tkach talked of his enjoyment at
being with people at the moment they
understand the new teachings.

“It is such a joy to see the light go
on for people, to see the match get lit,
the agogic moment where people sud-
denly see it all. It falls into place for
them, and the fire gets lit for them to
go out and help others.”

Last broadcast aired
The Bible Answer Man aired the

last of the three segments featuring
Mr. Tkach and Mr. Albrecht Jan. 12,
1996, beginning with a statement
from Mr. Hanegraaff that the new
Worldwide Church of God now be-
lieves in the deity of Christ.

“Certainly the essentials [of the
Christian faith] can be codified many
different ways,” he said, “but an es-
sential of essentials is the deity of the
Lord Jesus Christ, and the nature of
God. Once you denied the Trinity; to-
day you embrace it.”

Mr. Tkach, referring to Mr. Hane-
graaff’s statement about Christ’s deity,
said: “Absolutely correct. We used to
have a semi-Arian view on the nature
of God,” although “in some ways the
position was more ditheistic than
Arian, but we believed there were two
separate Gods, Father and Son, and
that the Holy Spirit was only a power,
something like a flow of electrons,
like electricity. So we denied that the
Holy Spirit is God.”

Advocates of Arianism teach that
Jesus, the Son of God, did not exist
from the beginning but was created as
an agent for creating the universe. Mr.
Hanegraaff repeatedly referred to peo-
ple who followed the former teach-
ings of the Worldwide Church of God
as Arians or believing in Arianism.
Mr. Tkach stated that the old WCG’s
view was “semi-Arian” and “ditheis-
tic,” the latter presumably meaning a
belief in two Gods.

Twoness (two members of the God
family) has now been replaced by
threeness (the Trinity). The WCG and
its offshoots, for the most part, all
claim to be monotheistic, though at
times the believers in the God family
have been called polytheistic or, by
Joe Tkach Jr., ditheistic.

Taking the Bible overliterally
Mr. Albrecht agreed that he be-

lieved the old WCG had “an Arian
view of God” that came about as a
result of “an overliteralistic view of
Scripture.” Mr. Albrecht said that was
evidenced by the belief that God has
arms and hands because the Bible
refers to God as having arms and
hands. Believing that God really has
arms and hands is a misunderstanding
of “anthropomorphic terminology of
the Bible,” said Mr. Albrecht.

“We took a literal view, and instead
of understanding the Bible is using
human terminology as an accommo-
dation to the human mind . . . we took
it as a literal definition of God, and of
course it isn’t.”

The first caller on the third day’s
broadcast was Susan, from Pittsburgh,

Pa., who identified herself as a wife of
a WCG member. Susan described her
life with a member of the WCG as
“trauma.” She wondered why, if
church members had believed God
were leading the Worldwide Church
of God and Joseph Tkach Sr., do they
feel God has quit guiding the church.

Susan empathized with people com-
ing out of the “cult” and advised them
to be tolerant of the new WCG, because
“no matter what denomination we’re in
. . . there’s error in every denomination
that I have ever sat under—”

At that point Mr. Hanegraaff inter-
rupted Susan and moved on to anoth-
er caller. He greeted Gil, listening on
KFAX in San Jose, Calif.

Gil turned out to be a WCG mem-
ber happy with the changes who, be-
cause of his new beliefs, decided also
to attend a Sunday-observing church
two or three times a month.

The Sabbath as a stumbling block
Gil was worried about the WCG

continuing to meet on Saturday and
the feast days. When reaching out to a
gentile, non-Jewish community, he
said, “having these customs to adapt
to seems to be a stumbling block.”

Mr. Tkach justified meeting on the
Sabbath by saying that doing so is fine
because one day is as good as another.

“Christ lives in us 24 hours a day,
seven days a week. One day is not any
more special than another day. Our
prayers aren’t better on Saturday or on
Sunday than they are on any other day
of the week.”

However, longtime members “get a
special feeling” from meeting on the
Sabbath; “it makes them feel close to
God.” That’s not bad, he said, unless
the person believes the Sabbath is the
only day a Christian should meet on.
“When we legislate which day you
can and can’t meet on, that’s when we
jump into the ditch of legalism.”

The worst sin
Mr. Albrecht also wanted to talk

about the season to be jolly. “In our
fellowship, Christmas has been an
absolute no-no,” he said, “perhaps the
worst thing anyone could do.”

There are people in the Worldwide
Church of God who just last month
observed their first Christmas “in a
tentative way,” according to Mr.
Albrecht. Some of them observed it in
secret “for fear of condemnation.”

“If you keep Christmas or don’t keep
Christmas, or if you keep Christmas
and don’t give gifts and don’t have a
tree, is that right? Can you tell someone
that they are not saved if they don’t
have a tree or don’t have ornaments on
a tree or they don’t give gifts?”

Declaring that Jesus was the reason
for the recent season, the Plain Truth
editor said, “We have to be careful
about the arbitrariness of some of
these things, whether they be a Feast
of Tabernacles, a Christmas or a sev-
enth-day Sabbath.”

Shirley, a listener from Atlanta, Ga.,
called to say she was not entirely com-
fortable with the church’s observance
of those Old Covenant days and feasts.

Mr. Tkach said many WCG mem-
bers are comfortable with them and
there is nothing wrong with that. In fact,
realizing that the days are not required
and they’re fulfilled in Christ “makes
the celebration more meaningful.”

Stop worshiping the Sabbath
Mr. Albrecht said Saturday worship

is permissible as long as people do not
worship the day, seeming to imply that
members in the old WCG did just that.

A caller from somewhere in Cali-
fornia, listening on KFAX, was next.
“Welcome, Robert.”

Robert attended the WCG for 10
years, but at the time of the changes
and the “split,” as he called it, he
decided not to attend church any-
where anymore.

Mr. Albrecht apologized to any for-

mer or present WCG members who
have become so cynical about religion
that they have quit attending any-
where.

“It brings us pain and a deep sense
of grief that we could have been part
of that,” he said. “We would appeal to
you not just to come back to our
church [but] to find a community of
believers with whom you can fellow-
ship and a Bible-believing, strong,
healthy church.”

Isabel, from Victoria, B.C., Can-
ada, called in. She had been a member
of the Worldwide Church of God for
26 years and, with her several daugh-
ters and their families, had assembled
at her home during the Christmas
vacation. She explained that her
daughters were taken aback, apparent-
ly by recent changes in the WCG.

How, she wondered, should she
explain to her daughters why God
would allow her and her family to
remain as part of something so ungod-
ly as the old Worldwide Church of
God for so many years.

Don’t blame God
Mr. Tkach said Isabel should not

blame God for allowing her to believe
the old legalistic WCG doctrines for
more than two decades.

“Why did God allow Cain to kill
Abel?” he asked. “Why did God allow
Pharaoh to be hard-hearted?”

Mr. Hanegraaff interjected that one
must keep in mind that “there is evil in
the world, and we are prone to follow
darkness rather than embrace light.”

David, from Rochester, N.Y., called
and thanked Mr. Tkach for mustering
the courage to make the doctrinal
changes and said he himself had late-
ly experienced a roller-coaster of
emotions, although now he was doing
“quite well.”

David said he has embraced the
changes with “a big bear hug” and has
more friends now that his circle of
acquaintances includes “other born-
again Christians.”

Soul sleep still a question
David expressed concern on the

WCG stance on “soul sleep,” appar-
ently referring to the belief that the
dead are oblivious to the passage of
time until they are resurrected.

Mr. Tkach and Mr. Albrecht again
pleaded that they needed more time to
tie loose doctrinal ends together. Mr.
Tkach said he and other WCG leaders
need to deal first with what they
termed “core issues.”

In an obscure comment that seemed
to ascribe a belief in the Great White
Throne Judgment to author C.S.
Lewis, Mr. Tkach implied that the is-
sues of heaven, hell, resurrections
and a chance for everyone to be
offered salvation will take some
more thought.

Mr. Albrecht began discussing res-
urrections, saying that the old WCG
was more interested in the timetable
for three resurrections than it was in
the teaching that people will be resur-
rected to life and judgment. “We have
focused on the speculative, the unim-
portant,” he said.

Mr. Hanegraaff returned to the
question of soul sleep, inquiring of
Mr. Tkach: “If we’re able to convince
you by Scripture that soul sleep is
unbiblical, you’ll drop that teaching.
Is that correct?”

“Yes,” agreed the pastor general.
The Bible answer man ended his

show praising his two guests for their
courage in spearheading a historic
movement.

“When we talk about a church
reborn,” Mr. Hanegraaff said, “we’re
talking about a movement that em-
braced cultic doctrine and now em-
ºbraces Scripture as the final court of
arbitration, something I do not know
of any other movement doing in the
history of the Christian church.”

Before signing off, Mr. Hanegraaff
promised to “continue to be available”
to the Worldwide Church of God “in
any way we can.”

WCG leaders extol adopted Protestant precepts on talk radio

Mr. Hanegraaff obviously didn’t approve, but Mr. Tkach and Mr.
Albrecht said they needed more time to tie loose doctrinal

ends, specifically the soul-sleep doctrine, together.

Continued from page 4
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Notes and quotes

Shirley King Johnson dies
LINCOLN, Neb.—Shirley King

Johnson died March 5, 2015.
Mrs. Johnson, 87, is remem-

bered by many former and pres-
ent WCG members as the author
of a long-running series of stories

for children
about Major
the Beagle
that ap-
peared in
The
Worldwide
News in the
1970s.

Mrs.
Johnson’s
obituary in
the UCG’s
member
newspaper,

United News, said she left hand-
written instructions for cremation
and a short graveside service,
signed at the bottom with a
cheerful “See you later!”

The Big Sandy church’s
four Feast sites

BIG SANDY, Texas—The
Church of God Big Sandy will
sponsor four sites for the
observance of the 2015 Feast of
Tabernacles, announced Dave
Havir, pastor of the congregation.

Each site will have daily church
services from Monday, Sept. 28,
through Monday, Oct. 5. Here’s a
list of the sites and how long the
congregation has sponsored
them:

Big Sandy for the 21st
consecutive year.

Destin, Fla., for the 18th
consecutive year.

Myrtle Beach, S.C., for the
13th consecutive year.

Grand Junction, Colo., is the
congregation’s western site for
2015. Grand Junction rotates as a
Big Sandy Feast site with other
locations in the western United
States such as Flagstaff, Ariz.

The Big Sandy church has
sponsored as many as seven
Feast sites in a single year.

“If you are looking for a small,
friendly site that has inspiring
messages and excellent fellow-
ship, we invite you to come join
us,” Mr. Havir said.

Youth summer camp
BIG SANDY, Texas—The

Church of God Big Sandy will
play host to its first summer camp
for teens and other youths ages
10 and up July 27-31, 2015, at
Timberline Camp and Conference

Center in Lindale, Texas.
The camper registration fee

is $95.
If you’re interested in applying

for camp or have questions, you
may contact camp leaders at
cogbscamp@outlook.com or by
writing CGBS Camp, P.O. Box
303, Big Sandy, Texas 75755.

You can also find information
about the camp on Facebook by
searching “COGBS Summer
Camp.”

Scheduled activities include
making campfires and s’mores, a
zip line, a BB shooting range,
canoes, an inflatable water slide,
archery, swimming, a nighttime
pool party, glow-in-the-dark
games, relay races, a scavenger
hunt, shaving-cream games,
group team-building games, water
games, volleyball, tetherball,
ga-ga, basketball, horseshoes, a
dance and, for older campers,
skeet shooting and paintball.

“We are also hosting a garage-
sale fund-raiser on Friday, June
12,” said a camp organizer, Diana
Havir. “Donations of items we can
include in our sale are greatly
appreciated.”

Service award
BIG SANDY, Texas—James

“Mac” Overton, a frequent contrib-
utor to THE JOURNAL, received a
Gold Cross Award for Out-
standing Service to the Texas
Division of the Sons of Con-
federate Veterans.

The award was issued last
June, but Mr. Overton, due to
health problems, had not been
able to attend to receive it.

UCG’s ABC gets new
coordinator and new name

MILFORD, Ohio—The United
Church of God’s home-office-
based school for the teaching of
biblical subjects is getting a new
name and new coordinator, Frank
Dunkle.

Ambassador Bible Center
becomes Ambassador Bible
College, announced the outgoing
coordinator, Gary Antion, who
plans to retire at the end of
June 2015.

“The name change was decid-
ed because Ambassador Bible
Center was always designed to
be a college-level educational
institution,” Mr. Antion said in an
article in the UCG member news-
paper, United News.

ABC has been operating for 16
years and has seen close to 600
students attend, Mr. Antion said.

Earl and Shirley Timmons invite you to Feast
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Selfishness can become your survival skill
Selfish individualism

Often unaware of what we’re do-
ing, we do things without regard to
the psychological welfare of others
or the price we and others pay emo-
tionally. In other words, we see and
act on only that part of the problem
that affects us.

“Selfish individualism” is a product
of mechanistic thinking. People are
born to grow up to be individuals, but
the conundrum they face is that indi-
viduals cannot survive without inter-
relating with others.

Beyond the point
The concept of selfish individualism

has emerged in the English language
because something has happened to
individualism that has gone beyond the
point where people simply strive to
achieve their needs and potential.

It has become a matter of selfish-

ness as we find ourselves becoming
increasingly selfish in order to survive.

One form of mechanistic thinking
in human relations might be when the
receiver of hurt must simply build up
high walls of defense to protect him-
self, while the perpetrator of hurt is
under no sanction to apologize.

The onus rests on the receiver of
hurt to defend himself, rather than the
onus being on the giver of hurt to
acknowledge his actions.

In the end, of course, nobody is
entirely right or entirely wrong, but,
so long as we place the onus of re-
sponsibility in one direction only, we
must erect higher and stronger walls
of protection around ourselves. Un-
able to stop crime, we do nothing to
help the perpetrator and little if any-
thing to help the victim.

Until about 1960, children were
taught to recognize when their behavior
hurt another person and to apologize,

but since the 1960s we have developed
individualism that has become increas-
ingly selfish. “Me, my rights and my
needs” have taken priority.

The strange thing is that selfishness
develops in both perpetrator and vic-
tim, and we still have not solved the
problem of hurt. Perhaps the danger of
individualism becoming selfish is that
we force each other to become selfish
in order to survive, even those who
would not otherwise be so.

Hence we hurt one another in order
to survive and drain one another of the
energy to find solutions in our human
relations.

Next time
Does our morality influence cause

and effect? Next time we’ll look at
morality.

My book Comfort My People, Saith
your God is available from Amazon in
paperback and  Kindle versions.

Continued from page 3

SEVIERVILLE, Tenn.—The Church
of God Worldwide Ministries
(CGWM) announced its Feast of

Tabernacles site for 2015.
The CGWM was founded by Earl

and Shirley Timmons of Sevierville.
Mrs. Timmons sent THE JOURNAL

information
a b o u t  t h e
Feast obser-
vance, which
will follow
the tradition-
al dates, be-
ginning this
year on the evening of Sept. 27 and
continuing through Oct. 5.

The brethren will observe the Feast
at 1965 Chapman Highway, 31⁄2 miles
west of downtown on Highway 441.

“We welcome all to attend with us
to celebrate God’s Feast of Tabernacles
in the Great Smoky Mountains” start-

ing at 2 p.m. each day, she said.
The CGWM sponsors The World

Tomorrow on television.
It also will provide a meeting place

for other Church of God groups to
conduct their Feast services.

The Timmonses will provide the
m e e t i n g
p l a c e ,
which in-
c l u d e s  a
large audi-
torium that
will accom-
modate up

to 250 people, at no charge.
“Just bring your speaker and your

group,” Mrs. Timmons said. “Our
area has reasonably priced motel
rooms in Sevierville, Pigeon Forge,
and Gatlinburg and many good
restaurants, shopping centers every-
where and family-friendly entertain-

ment for young and old.”
The CGWM had earlier announced

it was looking for additional present-
ers for its tele-
cast. Presenters
have included
George Crow,
Lonnie Epps,
Bill Hillebren-
ner,  the la te
Bruce Horn,
Reinhard Klett
and Jim Pat-
terson.

Current pre-
senters include
Mr. Hillebren-

ner (pictured on this page), Leon Dan-
iels, Eugene Taylor and Mr. Patterson.

For more information contact Mr.
and Mrs. Timmons and the CGWM at
P.O. Box 6879, Sevierville, Tenn.
37864, U.S.A., or info@cogwwm.org.

You’re invited to bring your
own speaker and group to the

Feast, Mrs. Timmons said.

United reattempting an appeals procedure
of Elders.” Mr. Bizic didn’t report in
his article that the UCG in years past
already had in place a procedure for
such appeals.

To read about Tim and Hope Lind-
holm’s and Dan Cafourek’s ultimately
unresolved appeals of the Lindholms’
1997 suspension and Mr. Cafourek’s
disfellowshipping and expulsion from
the general conference in 2002 and the

UCG’s controversial handling (some
say bumbling) of the two situations, see
“Members’ Suspension Appeal Unset-
tled and Unsettling After Three Years,”
THE JOURNAL, issue No. 41, dated June
30, 2000, “Former UCG Elder Talks
About Disfellowshipping,” issue No.
77, dated June 30, 2003, and “Disfel-
lowshipped Elder Requests Apology
From Church,” issue No. 109, dated
April 30, 2006.

The United Church of God an In-
ternational Association began in 1995
with a meeting of former Worldwide
Church of God elders and other mem-
bers in 1995 in Indianapolis, Ind.

David Hulme was its first president.
Mr. Hulme left the UCG in 1998 to
found another church, the Church of
God an International Community.

For more information about the
United Church of God go to ucg.org.

Continued from page 1
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