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Upheaval was a big part of
WCG history in East Texas
By John Warren
IG SANDY, Texas—The previous article about Worldwide
Church of God history as it
related to the church and college at
Big Sandy (see the Jan. 31, 2015, issue
of THE JOURNAL) covered the years
leading up to Ambassador College officially becoming Ambassador University.
Don Ward of
Big Sandy, who
was university
president in the
mid-1990s and
the school’s penultimate president, related how
the students and
faculty members
from the Pasadena, Calif., cam- Don Ward
pus were consolidated into one campus in East Texas.
In this issue THE JOURNAL continues
with Dr. Ward’s recollections and talks
with other people who were intimately
involved with the university and the
local WCG congregations (which met
for Sabbath services on campus).
The previous installment of this history noted that WCG administration in
Pasadena had directed that the Big
Sandy church separate into two congregations in July 1990 when Randall
Dick came to Big Sandy as pastor of the
A.M. congregation.
Church administration in Pasadena,
directed by Joseph Tkach Jr., had appointed Ken Giese as pastor of the Big
Sandy congregation in 1988 and, upon
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the departure of Mr. Dick in 1991, designated Mr. Giese as pastor of Big
Sandy P.M. and appointed Dave Havir
as pastor of the A.M. church.
As part of a building project to help
with the consolidation of the college,
campus crews and outside contractors
constructed two new residences on
Faculty Row to house the two pastors
and their families.
New construction for the college
also included an administration building, five more dormitories, an office
complex, a lecture hall and a chiller
plant (for air conditioning).
The chiller plant and accompanying
utility corridor (an underground network of tunnels full of wires and ductwork) provided heated and refrigerated
air to the new buildings on the main
campus. The construction project came
with a $20 million price tag.
After accreditation
When Ambassador finally achieved
regional accreditation in 1994 (from the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools, Atlanta, Ga.), it seemed the
financial and other crises that had
hounded the institution throughout its
history might be relics of the past.
Students could now apply for government loans and grants. Students could
also more easily transfer their class
credits and degrees to other colleges.
“Candidacy and full accreditation
was a highlight,” Dr. Ward told THE
JOURNAL. “We had students go on and
get master’s and doctorate degrees.
They are doing well now, and AmbasSee SPORTS, page 6

Hundreds meet and greet
at Pasadena AC reunion
and come together.”
By Dixon Cartwright
“We are still savoring the wonmbassador College students
from the school’s “first 30 derful experience of the AC reyears”—1947 to 1977—met union.”
One way to accentuate the posifor a reunion in Pasadena, Calif.,
Feb. 27 through March 2, 1915.
tive was to ensure that the reunion
This writer for THE
stayed “nonreligious,”
JOURNAL spoke with
Mr. Gerringer said.
one of the organizers,
No overtones
Bob Gerringer of Altadena, Calif., a few
Some, he said, had
days later, on March
asked if the reunion
10, and asked him
would have “religious
how it went.
overtones.”
“Everyone seemed
No, he replied. It was
to enjoy it immenseto be a reunion of
ly,” Mr. Gerringer said
friends. A smaller reby phone, “and the Bob and Connie Gerringer union in 2013 in Las
many comments since
Vegas went well, even
the reunion ended have certainly though it included a mix of people
confirmed that impression.”
who were still a part of a number of
Hugs, tears and laughter abound- Church of God groups or mainstream
ed as classmates caught up on 40 or Christianity or were nonreligious.”
50 years of missing stories from
Therefore the organizers of the
each other’s lives, he said. Some of 2015 gathering figured it was possithe comments posted after the ble to have a similar happy time.
“We all had a wonderful time
reunion on the reunion website:
“Atmosphere of acceptance, there, and religion was not at all an
warmth and friendliness were as- issue of contention.”
Mr. Gerringer noted that “Bill
tounding.”
“I did not hear one negative Damm, former swimming instructor
at AC Pasadena, recommended
comment.”
Wayne Cole’s words were pos- avoiding divisive theological topics
because, he noted, religion is what
itive and healing.”
“Appreciation for everyone show- brought us all together. But it is also
ing kindness and respect for each oth- one of the factors that has separated
us and kept us apart.”
er and the journeys we have made.”
THE JOURNAL wondered if talk
“It was so wonderful to see
See PASADENA, page 22
so many lay aside their differences
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Big Sandy’s
upheaval is
focus of history
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HE JOURNAL in this issue con-

It’s already been 10 years
MILWAUKEE MEMORIAL—Four young residents of the Milwaukee suburb of New Berlin,
Wis., place tokens of remembrance March 12, 2005, at the makeshift memorial in a snowbank
at the Sheraton hotel in Brookfield, Wis., for the victims of the shooting earlier that day. Eight
members of the Living Church of God, including the gunman, died. See two articles beginning
on this page related to the tragedy in Brookfield. [Photo by Jeffrey Phelps, reprinted by permission from The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, © 2005 The Milwaukee Journal Sentinel]

tinues John Warren’s history
of the Worldwide Church of
God and Ambassador College in
East Texas
by focusing
on the traumatic events
of 1994 and
1995.
On the Sabbath of Dec.
24, 1994, Joseph Tkach
Sr. delivered
his historic John Warren
sermon to the
Big Sandy brethren assembled
on the Ambassador University
campus.
In that address Pastor General
Tkach revealed in some detail the
WCG’s intention to change fundamental doctrines of the church
founded by Herbert W. Armstrong.

How are the survivors and others affected by
the Milwaukee shooting doing 10 years later?
The writer is publisher of THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD.
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—It doesn’t
seem like it’s been 10 years
since a Church of God member
gunned down
several members of a congregation during a Sabbath
service in Wisconsin.
Tragedy
struck the Sabbath of March
12, 2005, in a
suburb of Mil- Tom Geiger
waukee when
Living Church of God member Terry
Ratzmann, 44, began shooting.
It took only about 60 seconds for
him to shoot a dozen people, fatally
wounding eight, including himself.
I arrived in Milwaukee on March
17 of that year just in time to rent a car
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and motel room and attend the LCG’s
press conference led by an LCG
spokesman, John Ogwyn of Kilgore,
Texas. (Mr. Ogwyn died at home in
Texas of natural causes a month after
the shooting.)
During my stay in the area I attended
the press conference, three funerals for
five people (including Mr. Ratzmann)
and the first Milwaukee-area LCG
Sabbath service after the shooting.
I also interviewed members of the
family of Bart Oliver, who at 15 was
the youngest person killed on that
tragic Sabbath day.
A decade later
I spoke by phone with Tom Geiger,
on March 22, 2015, and asked him
how people with connections to the
LCG in his area were faring after a
decade.
Mr. Geiger, now 66, was one of my
main sources 10 years ago when I
reported on the circumstances and
events centered on the tragedy.
“There has been some recovery,” Mr.

Geiger said a few days ago. “I believe
that a few who were really deeply troubled have finally come out of seclusion
and the dark place they were in.
“I probably shouldn’t mention names,
but there are some that have somehow
put it behind them and just moved on.
“I’m not sure how that’s done. Most
of us carry baggage, some vestige at
least of what was there. There’s fallout
that we still have to deal with in the
wake of what happened.”
Mr. Geiger wrote a book
Mr. Geiger, who was then and still
is an LCG member, wrote and published a book about the events of that
day and the aftermath called Martyrdom in Milwaukee: A Treatise on
the Brookfield, Wisconsin, Shooting.
Still, he said he’s “no expert in all
this.”
“Yes, I’m still a Living Church of
God member,” he said. “In fact, I was
just in Charlotte [N.C., home base for
the LCG] and came back late last
See CHURCH MEMBERS, page 4

12-year-old eyewitness described mass murder
The following is an essay Robert
Geiger wrote for an English assignment at school two months after the
shooting during a Sabbath service on
March 12, 2005, in a suburb of Milwaukee, Wis. It is an account of the
last two days Robert, then 12 years
old, spent with his cousin and best
friend, Bart Oliver, 15. See the lead
article about the Sabbath-service
shooting of 2005 beginning elsewhere on this page of THE JOURNAL.
By Robert Geiger
ULLIVAN, Wis.—Three . . . 2
. . . 1 . . . I counted down before
the bell rang. Beep! When the
bell rang I grabbed my binder and
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zoomed out the door because I was
so happy that I was going to my
cousin Bart’s house.
I love going there because I have
so much fun riding around on the city
buses with my favorite cousin.
Bart lives in a city called Waukesha, and he really knows his way
around.
When I got home I jumped into
the car and my mom drove me to
Bart’s house.
When I got there Bart was waiting
at the door. I dived out the car door
and then I grabbed my bag and
cruised inside. We ran upstairs and
got unpacked.
Then I grabbed my money and we

walked two miles to a George
Webb’s, where we had chicken strips
and fries.
Funny pictures
After we were done eating we
went to Kmart and I bought Bart the
Gwen Stefani CD. After Bart got
through checkout we went to have
our pictures taken. They were really
funny.
After our pictures were taken we
went to Pick ’n Save and bought
cookies, soda and a ton of candy.
Then we took the bus back to Bart’s
house.
I was all hyper because it was my
See 12-YEAR-OLD, page 5

2

THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 171 (March 31, 2015)

Letters from our readers
Spring-harvest greetings
reetings to all those who are in
Christ at this very special time
of year, the spring harvest season and Days of Unleavened Bread,
depicting Jesus’ crucifixion, resurrection and acceptance of His sacrifice by
the Almighty.
By His sacrifice we are forgiven and
are reckoned at all times as unleavened
spiritually (just as we are unleavened
physically at this time), justified and
sanctified before the Lord.
Being isolated from other fellowships, we participated in the Passover/
Lord’s Supper service this year by
streaming video. It was a meaningful
service and a real blessing!
We were given the choice of rooms
for the foot-washing. One was for
washing the feet of a member of our
own sex, and the other choice was to be
able to wash the feet of one’s spouse.
Peggy and I chose the latter. (Not that
we had a choice; we were alone.)
After 53 years of marriage, for the
first time we washed each other’s feet.
Now, that was a blessing!
My wife and I are holding up before the Lord in prayer all who need
healing. He is powerful and knows
what we need. We wish blessings to
all at this very significant season of
God’s plan for mankind.
Bob Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.
My house and I
In response to a letter to the editor
by Phillip Griffith in issue No. 170,
dated Feb 28, 2015, I would appreciate the opportunity to reply.
While the language in the letter was
somewhat unclear in the conclusion
he wished to draw, Mr. Griffith appears to be contradicting my contention in a letter to the editor published in issue No. 168 in which I
advised if we find a single scriptural
passage that contradicts a multitude of
other scriptural passages we should
assume we do not understand the single scripture properly.
Apparently he assumes this would
grant license to ignore any scriptures
we wish.
Mr. Griffith makes several mistakes.
He did not take my suggesting in
context, which was to point out the
original discussion takes one definition
and assumes it is absolute when there
are multiple definitions of the word.
He makes the leap from my contention we must evaluate doctrine in
the light of all scriptures involved to
the claim that I am willing to throw
out entire books because those may be
the only sourcing for a doctrine. Clearly, I did not state that.
He makes the claim that the NT
writers were willing to build doctrine
on a single verse. He said, in effect,
“New Testament writers did not use
this method.”
Mr. Griffith seems to have forgotten that this was the exact problem
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Christ excoriated the religious leaders
for. Christ was quite clear he knew all
the scriptures that were extant at the
time and used all of them to come to
conclusions, as did Peter, Paul and
others. Mr. Griffith has thrown up a
straw-man argument.
Mr. Griffith ends his letter with
the suggestion that, if we don’t understand, we should simply pray for more
faith and love and “fewer proof texts
for doctrine.”
I will simply advise that he and any
other readers consider the advice from
Acts 17:11 about “examining the
Scriptures daily, whether these things
were so.”
If I might paraphrase Joshua 24:15:
“As for me and my house, we will follow the (written Word of the) Lord.”
Bill Hawkins
Bethlehem, Ind.
A prophecy
I thought I would respond briefly to
your latest issue, No. 170, of THE
JOURNAL and the piece titled “The
6,000-Year Theory Is Running Out of
Time” by David Rydholm, page 14,
and the page 15 quote, “It is February
2015 and Christ has not returned.”
It is well documented that over

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

Modern versions have recognized
this omission in the King James and
included it. The verse is Revelation
6:12, and the ESV, ISV and NET
Bible have “full moon” while others
have “whole moon.”
This confirms that the heavenly
signs just before the first resurrection
(Matthew 24:29-30) occur on the 14th/
15th of the month, confirming the
chart within the advertisement.
“An Abib Resurrection” shows that,
for all the scriptures to be fulfilled, the
resurrection must take place on a wavesheaf day, the day after a Sabbath and
during Unleavened Bread. That Sabbath must also be the Passover day
within an intercalated year.
This further knowledge enables the
fulfillment of the promise of 1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 and Daniel 12:9.
It also could explain why Christ
mentioned the flight of God’s people
from Jerusalem. It will thus be one
month further away from winter and
not on a Sabbath day, by which time the

‘I’ll tell you all a secret. Men don’t want women leaders.
They don’t believe they are capable of being leaders
regardless of their degrees or professional resumes.’
hundreds of years numerous self-appointed false prophets have all failed
in their attempts to predict when Jesus
will “return” to earth to save some and
destroy others.
The ground is littered with their
disappointments. But the sad practice
continues to this day.
Even relatively recently I have read
thoughtless statements of sincere believers asserting that Jesus is a “sooncoming King” (and other references to
a “soon-coming Kingdom”).
This “soon-coming” business was
(in my day) frequently blurted out
during prayers by other well-meaning
prophets. And I cringed. Finally, even
when I was last congregating, that
hasty and imprudent phrase “soon-

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-4886603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
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coming King” wound up in
a closing prayer, and I think
for my benefit.
Some good number
of years ago, while I
was still congregating, in response to a
local end-times sermon
(as I recall), I stated
frankly that both Garner
Ted Armstrong and Ron
Dart would die before
Jesus returns.
I will now add to that
prophecy: Jesus is not
going to return in your lifetime. If you
can read this, no matter your age, the
prophecy includes you. Am I a false
prophet? Perhaps. But it’s time someone stated the obvious.
F. Paul Haney
Kensington, Conn.
Correction
Near the end of the article about a
woman speaking at Tom Justus’s
Springdale, Ark., group (page 14 near
the bottom of the page, issue No. 170,
dated Feb. 28, 2015), you give a Web
address for that congregation as follows:
“See the Church of God Sabbath
Day’s website at getbibletruth.org.”
That is the address for the Church
of God Sabbath Day in Clinton, N.C.,
which we have attended in the past. I
am surprised that you didn’t verify
that website before press time.
The group in Springdale, Ark., does
not have a website.
Rick Beltz
Via the Internet
Disfellowshippers on the loose
I count it all joy when a manipulator (control freak) disfellowships me.
I hope any of you who read THE

JOURNAL understand that later on in
life you will be much happier if you
have used the extra you have for helping your parents or siblings and
friends in need rather than sending it
to somebody who claims to talk for
God, then uses what you sent them to
buy themselves things such as firearms and alcohol.
If you have been duped before,
please don’t be duped anymore. I
guess these folks who do the disfellowshipments think we will run crying to them for mercy, but instead I
thank heaven they will not waste
another minute of my time.
I do hope they will come to the
understanding that there will be a
judgment after this life, and what they
are doing will not be taken lightly.
Gary Wilson
Via the Internet
When the angel flies
While writing a new article, “When
the Angel Flies,” for the Ozwitness
website, I came across an interesting
word omission in the King James
Version that, when included, details
and confirms the timing of the first
resurrection, just as depicted in our
advertisement “An Abib Resurrection?” in issue No. 154, August 2013,
which is also on our website, ozwitness.net/docs/abib-resurrection.pdf.
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Beast’s armies will have surrounded
the city, preventing anyone’s escape.
Gerald Kirby
Via the Internet
Making differences
On my own, and at my very best,
without Jesus Christ—my DIFFERENCE
MAKER—I am worthless and useless to
God. At my very worst with Jesus
Christ—my DIFFERENCE MAKER—I am
priceless and useful to God.
Jesus Christ is our DIFFERENCE
MAKER. Have you ever noticed that
when King Saul of Israel talked to
Samuel about God he referred to God
as “your God”? (1 Samuel 15:15, 21,
NASB).
Have you ever noticed that when
David talked about God he referred to
God as “my God”? (1 Samuel 22:3, 7,
22; 24:24).
God was David’s DIFFERENCE MAKER! Who do you and I look to as our
DIFFERENCE MAKER? Is it our wife, our
husband, our parents, our job, our
bank accounts, our physical possessions or even our religious denomination and leader?
In the end there can be only one
DIFFERENCE MAKER who stands, who
rises above all else, and He is Jesus
Christ (Philippians 2:5-11).
The difference between spending
eternity far away from the presence of
God in damnation or spending eternity in the presence of God is Jesus
Christ, our DIFFERENCE MAKER.
Pass this on down the line to someone. It could MAKE a DIFFERENCE.
Joseph Willie
Folsom, La.
Neanderthal sexists
Regarding Cathy Dickerson’s sermon [“Woman Delivers a Sermon in
a Church of God Congregation in Arkansas,” issue No. 170, dated Feb. 28,
2015]:
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I’ll tell you all a secret. Men don’t
want women leaders. They don’t believe they are capable of being leaders
regardless of their degrees or professional résumés.
The 18 years I have served on the
board of directors for the Bible Sabbath Association has proven this to
me. My brief year as interim president
See MORE LETTERS, page 4
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will get back with you. The toll-free
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Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

Columns and commentary

Don’t bystand or grandstand. Just stand
The author and his wife, Margie,
settled on a farmstead in the Missouri
Ozarks where they homeschooled
their five children and have lived a
quiet country life. In 2004 they began
Homeschool Helpers to encourage
Christian homeschool families with
activities and a free newsletter. He is
also the author of several books on
Amazon and WND.
By Dan L. White
ARTVILLE, MO.—Christians are either standers, bystanders or grandstanders.
Standers take a stand and speak out
against sin.
Bystanders
also say they’re
against sin, but
they don’t actually speak out
against it. They
focus on positive
things and how
good things will
be in the Kingdom. They don’t Dan White
stand against sin.
They just stand by.
Grandstanders don’t speak against
sin either. They think Christians are
above sin because Christ has done
everything for us. So they don’t make
a stand against sin, but they do make
quite a display of their sinless religion,
with a lot of hugs, meaningful music
and self-praising of what God is doing
through them, which might be considered grandstanding.

H

Patterns of Christians
All Christians fit into one of these
three patterns. The world is filled with
sin, which, after all, is the real problem. Sin is practiced by sinners, who
usually do not take kindly to having
their sins pointed out. So the sinful

world treats standers, bystanders and
grandstanders differently.
The pains of grandstanders
Grandstanders take great pains to
avoid offending someone. In fact, they
view giving offense by pointing out
sin as a greater sin than that which was
pointed out.
Therefore grandstanders are not
attacked by the world but are often
embraced by the world as showing
what real religion should be.
They absorb society while claiming
to be above it. They follow Christ the
King and Rodney King. Can’t we all
just get along?
Brightening the corner
where they are
Bystanders let their personal lights
shine without bothering to shine a
light on anybody’s sins. They don’t
offend sinners by urging repentance
from individual sins. They don’t motivate sinners to repent of individual
sins. They just stand by and wait for
the Kingdom, when we won’t have to
worry about sin.
Since they don’t speak against sin,
the sinful society doesn’t usually
attack the bystanders because, after
all, they’re just standing by.
Standing on the premises
Standers feel compelled to speak
against sin because the whole purpose of
life is to overcome sin. Whereas grandstanders view pointing out sin as sin,
standers view not pointing out sin as sin.
They give offense to those sinners
who do not want to repent of their
sins, and they cause discomfort and
upset in society, in congregations and
within families.
They are not just grandstanding
with their religion, because there is
always a personal price to be paid for

making a stand. They are not just
standing by and waiting for the Kingdom, because they fear they will
miss the Kingdom if they don’t stand
for it.
Therefore standers who speak
against the sins of a society, to try to
help the society and its people avoid
destruction and death, are usually
viewed as one of the greatest enemies
of society.
Embracing, ignoring, attacking
Grandstanders are embraced by the
world. Bystanders are ignored by the
world. Standers are attacked by the
world.
In fact, standers are also attacked
by the grandstanders and the bystanders, although the bystanders do so quietly because, after all, they’re just
standing by.
Why in the world, then, would anyone want to speak to the world about
the sins of the world if that makes the
world attack us?
If Christ did everything for us anyway, or if we can just stand by and
wait for the wonderful world tomorrow anyway, why cause ourselves and
others so much trouble today?
“Yahweh, you have persuaded me,
and I was persuaded. You are stronger
than I, and have prevailed. I have become a laughing-stock all day. Everyone mocks me.
“For as often as I speak, I cry out; I
cry, ‘Violence and destruction!’ because Yahweh’s word has been made a
reproach to me, and a derision, all day.
“If I say, I will not make mention of
him, or speak any more in his name,
then there is in my heart as it were a
burning fire shut up in my bones, and
I am weary with holding it in, and I
can’t” (Jeremiah 20:7-9, World English Bible).

The old class system’s roots run deep
The writer is a church pastor and a
regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—When people in the Churches of God hear
the words “servant leadership,”
they typically have three reactions.
Some reject the concept of servant leadership.
Some accept the concept superficially, claiming that such principles
are merely telling leaders to practice a
kinder class system.
Some realize that the concept of
servant leadership is a major shift of
perspective.
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Espoused for decades
Before anyone hastens to criticize
people who reject the concept, it is
important to understand factors that
influence their reaction.
People in the Churches of God have
espoused views for decades that make
it difficult for people to accept the
concept of servant leadership.
Here are four views that have prevailed at various times:
Leaders claim they represent
“God’s government on earth.” If you
reject them, they make you feel as if
you are rejecting God.
Leaders claim their exclusive
physical group is the total embodiment of the spiritual Body of Christ.
(Sometimes they soften their rhetoric
to claim that their physical group is
the primary embodiment of the spiritual Body of Christ.)
Leaders claim (explicitly or implicitly) that they are a part of a rank system. They boldly say or strongly insinuate that they have dominion over you.
Leaders boldly say or strongly
insinuate that they belong to a higher
class than the rank-and-file brethren.

Faulty premise
Prominent among the Churches of
God as an influence in the area of church
government was Worldwide Church of
God founder Herbert Armstrong.
Although I view Mr. Armstrong as
a teacher who helped me, I believe
many of his teachings about church
government were incorrect,
especially those developed
after the death of his first
wife, in 1967.
In the last sermon of
his life (delivered in the
fall of 1985, a few
months before his
death, in January
1986), Mr. Armstrong
expressed thoughts that
revealed a faulty premise for his teachings
about church government.
His health was not good, and he
was contemplating his potential death
and how it would affect the church
over which he presided.
He said, in effect: “Someday I’m going to die, and there will be a new pastor general, and you should follow him
because your salvation depends on it.”
Did your salvation depend on
your following the new pastor general
(Joseph Tkach Sr.)?
For that matter, did your salvation
depend on your following Mr. Armstrong when he was pastor general?
Does your salvation depend on
your following any man or any group
of men?
Did your salvation depend on
your remaining in the WCG?
For that matter, did your salvation
depend on your being in the WCG?
Does your salvation depend on
your being in a particular church organization?

Coercive hierarchy
Many people claim that the major
problem with Mr. Armstrong’s approach to government was that he became an advocate for a hierarchy
headed by one man.
I don’t believe that the worst
problem was that he chose to head up
a hierarchy. (For the record, I presently participate in a congregational form of government, and I do
not recommend a one-mangoverned hierarchy.)
I believe the greater problem was that he
administered a coercive
hierarchy. In other words,
there was much psychological pressure to accept
the supposed spiritual authority of the hierarchy.
(A coercive hierarchy can
also be administered by a group of
rulers. If you look around, you will see
coercive hierarchies being administered by one-man leadership and by
group leadership.)
I believe the greater problem was
that he viewed himself as (1) the
leader of God’s government on earth,
(2) the leader of the main part of the
Body of Christ, (3) spiritually outranking every other human being and
(4) the leader of the ruling class.
His last book
Let me refresh your memory with
excerpts from Mr. Armstrong’s book
Mystery of the Ages (published in
1985). All the emphasis is his.
Reading these quotes helps me
understand why some people reject
the principles of servant leadership.
Mr. Armstrong taught that Peter
was the chief apostle. (The primacy of
See SERVANT LEADERSHIP, page 23

Why believe? And what’s the
canon have to do with it?
The writer, married, with two
grown children, is a professional
engineer. Formerly a WCG member
and associate of the UCG in its
formative years, Mr. Baran is unaffiliated with any Church of God organization. He is interested in theological studies.
In this article Mr. Baran revisits
the discussion of the canon that
began in THE JOURNAL in 2011.
Readers with similar or dissimilar
opinions on the topic are invited to
participate in the discussion in letters to the editor and elsewhere in
this newspaper.
By Mike Baran
YDNEY, Australia—It seems
that the discussion on the Bible
canon is well and truly over,
apart from the odd letter or two to
the editor from time to time.
Reflecting on the various comments on the subject of the canon, it
became evident to me, even while
reading Thomas Hobbes’ Leviathan,

S

that there is truly nothing that is new
under the sun (Ecclesiastes 1:9).
Further, it is evident that the same
questions were
being asked by
doubters back
in the 17th
century (at the
start of the
Enlightenment, the modern age) as are
asked today by
s i m i l a r
doubters, alMike Baran
though these
are now postmodern doubters (John
20:29; Acts 13:48).
What are we afraid of?
Consider a statement by Hobbes
in 1651: “But why we believe the
Bible to be the word of God, is much
disputed, as all questions must needs
be, that are not well stated. For they
make not the question to be, why we
See HOW CAN, page 5

Politics should have no
place in the sanctuary
The writer lives in Texas and can
be reached at wdwhite49@yahoo.com.
By Wes White
IG SANDY, Texas—I am
sorry the 2016 national elections
are cranking
up. I was just
enjoying the
fact that the
Texas gubernatorial race
finally ended. I
don’t like elections because
they seem to
bring out a lot Wes White
of nastiness in
people. Even church people.

B

180 degrees of separation
Wendy Davis was nominated by
the Democratic Party to be Texas
governor because of the fame (or
infamy) she achieved while fighting
for abortion rights in the Texas state
legislature.
Abortion is evil. On Election Day
she got trounced by Greg Abbott.
Then, during the gubernatorial campaign, Ms. Davis became an advocate for the right of Texas citizens to

openly carry handguns.
But what happened next is illustrative regarding so many high-level
politicians. Soon after Ms. Davis lost,
she reversed her stance on the opencarry issue. She is now against it.
Why the 180-degree change? Here
is her explanation of what happened
during her campaign for governor:
“I made a quick decision on that
[open-carry legislation] with a very
short conversation with my team
and it wasn’t really in keeping with
what I think is the correct position
on that issue.”
Whatever it takes
Quick decision? Short conversation? Horse feathers. She staked out
her position on open carry because
she knew that no one will be elected
governor of Texas these days if that
person is against open carry.
Ms. Davis’s reversal clearly demonstrates how so many high-level
politicians are so compromised.
Three points for Christians
Too many of them don’t understand what it means for their yes to
mean yes and their no to mean no.
Too many of them take stances on
See SPEND LESS, page 22
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Church members, friends attend funerals for eight people
Continued from page 1

night. I attended services down in an
LCG congregation yesterday in
Georgia.
“So I’m an active member. But I
have no office, no particular ax to
grind.”
Mr. Geiger said an LCG congregation, pastored by Phil West, still meets
in the Milwaukee area, “though obviously not in the Sheraton hotel.”
A Sheraton in the Milwaukee suburb of Brookfield was the site of the
massacre.
Hard to understand
Mr. Geiger still has difficulty understanding how such a thing could
happen.
“It was a dark day, really, in the
Church of God, and God allowed it,
and that has been a puzzlement to
many of us including Mr. [Roderick]
Meredith [founder and presiding
evangelist of the North Carolina–
based Living Church of God].”
Mr. Geiger, in the days right after
the shooting, did his best “to put a
handle on it, but I think like some
things that happened we aren’t going
to know until Christ has returned.”
In his comments at the time and a
little later in his book, Mr. Geiger
blamed the tragedy on the devil rather
than on his friend Terry Ratzmann.
“It was demonic at least,” he said
recently. “It could have been Satan
himself. There’s no other explanation
that makes any sense to anybody with
Church of God roots.”
Mr. Geiger said he appreciated THE
JOURNAL’s “support in documenting
how this happened” in 2005.
Some questioned
His book, he said, “bore good
fruits,” even though at the time some
people questioned his motives in writing it.
The book “turned out to be a nonprofit operation, although it sold quite
a few copies.
“I’m glad I did it, don’t get me
wrong. I want people to understand
that it has served the purpose of comforting some people and explaining
the truth as best as I could put it at the
time on what happened and who Terry
was and without castigating and totally blackening his name.
“That was never my intent, although I know his family was very
concerned about that at the time.”
The book “is continuing all these
years later to trickle down some truth
about what happened, and that’s been
a good thing.
“And you [Dixon Cartwright]
were a part of the reason I wrote it.
When we sat down in my brother’s
house and did that long, verbose
interview, you told me I needed to
document this.
“So the next day I began documenting it.
“After I had, I suppose, 15,000
words I contacted you. You weren’t
eager to commit but you said that ultimately maybe this could be made into
some kind of a book.
“So I’m thankful that I met you and
was able to discuss it with you.”
Brief recap
Terry Ratzmann arrived at the Sabbath-service location some time be-

fore the service started, apparently
because he wasn’t sure of the start
time, and then left and drove his small
pickup truck to his home in nearby
New Berlin.
He changed clothes, from a coat
and tie into a casual shirt and jeans,
left his briefcase
and Bible at home
and picked up his
9-mm Beretta handgun and drove back
to the church service.
He entered the
room in the Sheraton hotel from the
back door and began shooting.
He first shot the
pastor and his family, killing the pastor Terry Ratzmann
and his son and critically wounding the pastor’s wife,
who eventually recovered from her
wounds.
He fired off two clips, with a pause
of a few seconds after the first clip
while he reloaded.
After shooting 12 people including
fatally wounding seven, he placed the
gun to his head and killed himself.
(See Robert Geiger’s eyewitness account of the shooting beginning on
page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.)
The funerals
As noted above, I went to three
funerals for five people a few days

define the life of my friend Terry Ratzmann.”
Mr. Gilchrist (who died in 2014)
called Mr. Ratzmann a “renaissance
man.” He had unusual and eclectic
interests.
They included his love of cultivating exotic carnivorous
plants. He was a skilled
soap maker, frequently
presenting exotic homemade bars to his friends
and neighbors.
Teenager’s funeral
That same evening
was Bart Oliver’s funeral, in the large ballroom
of a hotel in Waukesha.
Hundreds of people,
maybe 500 or 600, attended. Many of them
were teenagers.
The service featured several pieces
of music, including Bart’s favorite
hymn, “Glorious Things of Thee Are
Spoken,” vocal solos, and Bart’s violin teacher playing the violin.
A small group of six Church of God
members sang. It was an unusual
ensemble in that its members represented five Church of God fellowships: the Congregational Fellowship
of God a Cooperative Network of
Believers, the Living Church of God,
the United Church of God, the Worldwide Church of God and an unnamed
home fellowship.
Eulogies featured statements from

sister Loni Oliver, Bart’s mother.
I appreciated Tom Geiger’s willingness to talk not only with me but with
writers for other newspapers, wire
services, radio and TV and anyone
who wanted to talk with him.
Funerals and victims
In all, I attended three funerals for
five people.
The first service was on March 16
for three people—Pastor Randy Gregory, 51, and his 18-year-old son James
and 74-year-old Harold Diekmeier—
in St. Francis, a Milwaukee suburb.
I attended Terry Ratzmann’s funeral in Greenfield on March 17.
Also on March 17 I attended Bart
Oliver’s funeral in Waukesha.
Following are facts about the other
funerals and victims:
The funeral for Jerry Miller, 44,
was March 17 in Verona.
The funeral for Richard Reeves
was March 17 in South Milwaukee.
The funeral for Gloria Critari, 55,
was March 18 in Milwaukee.
Injured but not killed were Marjean
Gregory (wife of the pastor), Matthew
Kaulbach, 21, Angel Varichak, 19,
and Lindsay Maughmer, 10.
Common theme
A theme running through the news
accounts and interviews by this
writer and writers for other publications was that members of the Living
Church of God were concluding that
the actual guilty party was Satan the

‘I think he was rammed by an evil spirit,’ Dr. Meredith said, ‘and
most of the ministers feel that way. He was always more of a
loner and a little different, but he never professed violence.’
after that fateful Sabbath. The first I
attended was on March 16 for three
people: Pastor Randy Gregory and his
18-year-old son James and 74-yearold Harold Diekmeier.
It was attended by an estimated 600
or 700 people at St. Francis (Wis.)
Community Center.
Conducting that service was
Charles Bryce, who in those days was
director of church administration for
the LCG.
Presiding evangelist Roderick Meredith was present at that funeral and
gave the closing prayer.
No animosity
The next day, Friday, March 17, I
attended Terry Ratzmann’s funeral in
a mortuary chapel in the Milwaukee
suburb of Greenfield.
Before the service I saw Shirley
Ratzmann, Mr. Ratzmann’s mother,
walk into the foyer of the funeral parlor. I was close by when a man said
words to her that I was fairly
impressed with.
He turned out to be Mr. Geiger,
whom I had not yet met, who kindly
informed Mrs. Ratzmann there was no
animosity between church members
and her family.
Glen Gilchrist, then of Albuquerque, N.M., an LCG elder and close
friend of Mr. Ratzmann, began his
sermon with words to this effect:
“I refuse to allow this aberration,
this horrible thing that happened, to

Bart’s uncle Tom Geiger, reminiscences from family friends such as the
father of a close friend of Bart’s, and
an impromptu eulogy delivered by
Bart’s uncle Hal Geiger.
Mr. Gilchrist and the eulogists described Bart as a friendly and fun-loving 15-year-old with a quirky sense of
humor, a collector of toy stuffed animals, a student of the violin and a fan
of blond girls and women.
Uncle Tom noted that Bart was
wearing, as he lay in his casket, a tie
with Marilyn Monroe’s picture on it.
The Sabbath after the shooting
The next day was the first Sabbath
after the shooting. The service that
day took place west of Milwaukee and
Brookfield in a school out on a county road near Oconomowoc.
About 150 people were there, quite
a few more than the normal 60 or so
who regularly attended locally.
Speakers were Charles Bryce and
Rand Millich.
Afterwards was a big potluck meal.
United and other Church of God congregations in the area provided the
food for their LCG brethren.
Tom’s willingness to talk
That Saturday evening, after several hours of visiting with several people at the church service and potluck
meal, I drove to Hal Geiger’s house to
conduct an interview with him and his
brother Tom and, as it turned out, their

devil rather than Terry Ratzmann the
human being.
Similar sentiments were expounded on by Mr. Geiger in his book.
In 2005 this writer, along with
JOURNAL contributor Bill Stough,
interviewed Dr. Meredith by phone,
and he said something similar.
“I think he was rammed by an evil
spirit,” Dr. Meredith said, “and most
of the ministers feel that way. He was
always more of a loner and a little different, but he never professed violence.”
Mr. Ratzmann “may have been
grabbed by an evil spirit,” Dr. Meredith continued. “I understand that a
strange look came over his face. This
was not the normal Terry Ratzmann.”
Complicated speculation
On the other hand, a few weeks
after the shooting the speculation on
Mr. Ratzmann’s motives for the massacre got a little more complicated.
An employee of a hardware store in
nearby Elm Grove, Wis., told Mr.
Geiger she had talked with Mr. Ratzmann a few weeks before the shooting, at which time he told her he was
angry and depressed “about the
church.”
She said Mr. Ratzmann made his
remarks while visiting with her in the
store’s checkout line.
She said he was a regular customer
and she was fairly well acquainted
with him.

She said he mentioned to her he
was “very angry” with “his church”
because of a “sermon.”
She said he did not mention any
specific person he was upset with. But
she stated that he mentioned the
Sheraton hotel in Brookfield to her
and said, “It’s going to be on the
news.”
Mr. Geiger talked with the woman
on July 20, 2005, he told this writer
for THE JOURNAL.
“She was very pleasant and expressed concern over our loss,” he
said.
She was not “sure of the date of her
last encounter with Terry,” but did say
it could have been two, three or four
weeks before the shooting.
She said that “Terry looked very
angry and upset that day, which was
out of the norm for him,” Mr. Geiger
said.
Mr. Ratzmann “was not specific as
to which sermon bothered him,” reported the woman to Mr. Geiger.
Could not have predicted
“She said that there was no way
that she could have gauged the depth
of his anger and thus become alarmed
at what he might do.”
Mr. Geiger said his conversations
with the store employee prompted
him to adjust his opinion about the
behavior of his friend and fellow LCG
member Terry Ratzmann.
“I have been forced to conclude
that Terry’s actions on March 12
[2005] were premeditated, at least to
some extent.
“It would seem that Terry had at
least mentally broached the idea of the
shooting for some time, even though
the fateful decision to actually consummate this horrible act must have
occurred early that afternoon of
March 12, 2005.”
As a result, Mr. Geiger changed
some of the analysis he was writing
for the book he published.
Back to the present
In the interview a few days ago,
Tom Geiger said he appreciates the
thoughts and prayers of the greater
Churches of God.
“I am grateful,” he said, “because
there was a great deal of compassion
and concern shown to the brethren in
the Living Church of God in the wake
of this.”
Annual memorial for Bart
Mr. Geiger said his sister Loni and
her husband, Ron, conduct a memorial service every year for their son
Bart, “because they don’t want him
forgotten. We just had that a couple of
Sundays ago.”
Most people involved in the shooting and its aftermath “want to hang
onto the memory of the individuals
who were taken,” Mr. Geiger said,
“and those who experienced wounds
and trauma are dealing with those
issues quite well.
“But I think what’s underneath is
scar tissue.”
__________
To access three issues of THE JOURNAL from 2005 that contained coverage
of the Brookfield shooting, go to
tinyurl.com/jour98, tinyurl.com/jour99
and tinyurl.com/journal101.

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 2

when John Paul went MIA was a
nightmare.
I did more in that time than anyone
did before me for a decade. Our editor
had a heart attack. I put out that magazine issue alone. I sent weekly updates
to the board but no one even responded to me. The next election was fixed.
I held no title at all. And my other
functions were never talked about.
I’ve been called every name in the
book over the last 30 years in this
snake den called the Churches of God.

The worst was a cancer, as that was
what my father died from. I’ve also
been accused of being a witch, called
a bitch and even a Jezebel, even
though my character and morality are
absolutely undeniable.
My tolerance of sexist comments is
over. Every attack on me professionally or privately is neutralized. I’m now
called the nut cracker and other derogatory BS names. I even had a longtime church friend complain about my
private postings on my Facebook wall
to Calvin Burrell, the current BSA

president, in which he responded not
by telling her to take her beef to me
but tried to interject himself in the
middle as though he has any control
over my private affairs.
He now calls me hostile privately
because I didn’t allow him to “moderate the situation.” Am I not capable of
dealing with people whose sole intent
is to remove the only female to have
actively done leadership, writing and
speaking all these years in a very publicly nonapologetic way?
I not only have no desire to speak to

a COG, I don’t even want to be among
its retarded, ignorant, welfare-dependent, socialistic and antiprofessional
membership.
While I keep the Sabbath and holy
days, I just can’t subject myself, my
talents or intelligence to Neanderthal
sexists.
When people stop the tithing that
pays ministers, then they might realize
their only power is in their minds and
they get their position from their possession of a phallus, not by their cognitive gifts.

This generation will die out and in
a hundred years God will raise up a
woman to get the job done right. Mark
my words. In the meantime, I will just
run my two companies, chase dreams
and travel. I’m done.
June Narber
Via the Internet
Women are just as good as men
Women are just as good as men,
and in some things they are better.
Does that mean they are to preach
See MORE LETTERS, page 8

Issue No. 171 (March 31, 2015)

THE JOURNAL

5

12-year-old goes to Sabbath service, watches best friend die
Continued from page 1

first time on the bus. When we got to
Bart’s house it was about 9 p.m. We
also had to try to sneak the candy and
stuff upstairs because his mom does
not like sweets and stuff in her house.
We ate cookies and drank soda later
that night as we watched Bart’s
favorite movie, Cat Woman. After the
movie we went to sleep.
Next morning on the bus
The next day we got up at 5 a.m.
Then we got dressed and we jumped
on the bus.
When we got to the bus station we
went to Hardee’s and had hash
browns. After we got done eating we
went to the bank so Bart could cash
his coins in for bills. He ended up with
nearly $150!
Then we ran back to the bus station
bound for Brookfield. While we were
heading to the Brookfield Mall, Bart
decided to stop at the Best Buy store.
Unfortunately we were there too early
and the Best Buy store was closed.
We checked out a CD store, but it
too was closed, so we stopped in at the
local George Webb’s for our second
breakfast. Bart had coffee and I had
French toast.
After about 45 minutes we went
back to the CD store to wait for it to
open. In about 15 minutes the store
opened and we bought a movie called
Daredevil. Then we walked to Best
Buy and while there we both spied a
$20 bill on the ground at the same
instant.
Bart was faster than I and picked it
up before I could get there. With that
money he bought the second and third
season of The King of Queens.
Breakfast No. 3
Then we sat down in two padded
chairs to check for when the next bus
would come, but then noticed it just as
it was leaving. So we decided to walk
down the street toward the next bus
stop and came upon a Krispy Kreme
doughnut store and had our third
breakfast.
We then took the next bus to the
Brookfield Square shopping mall and
walked through our favorite stores.
We stopped at Hot Topic, Spencer’s,
Suncoast Movies and KB Toys (where
Bart bought a huge rubber ball that
later popped).

While there we stopped at the
GameStop in the mall and Bart bought
a Game Boy SP and gave it to me!
Wow!
Then we went to the food court,
where I had pizza and Bart went to
McDonald’s to buy a salad.
At around 2 p.m. we caught the bus
again and stopped at another GameStop on the way back home. Bart
bought a video game at that store.
Thorns in my butt
It was snowing pretty hard after we
left the store and we were dressed
only in T-shirts. We waited by the bus
stop, but it was cold and snowy.
Bart said, “We have to stay warm,”
so as a joke he threw me into a bush.
Bart laughed, but I jumped out of
the bush with thorns in my butt. At
about that moment the bus came.
Our next stop was the Best Buy,
again, because Bart realized that he
wanted to check on the first season of
Sponge Bob Square Pants. They did
have it, but the $60 price tag was out
of Bart’s reach.
We then crossed the street to catch

ents’ friend Terry [Ratzmann] was
standing out in the hall. I said “Hi!”
but he only gave me a dirty look.
When we went into the meeting
room [in the Sheraton hotel in Brookfield, Wis.] we decided to sit by ourselves, because we thought we
were old enough and we expected my mom and dad to show up
before church started.

Jerry Miller that I’ve known for a
long time.
Bart went down
Then I saw Bart going down, and
he dropped the letter and the pencil. I

Seats along the wall
We looked for seats along the
wall where there would be an
electrical outlet. I wanted to
charge up my new Game Boy
because I had killed the battery
with all the use I’d given it. Bart
also wanted to plug in his new
cell phone.
Robert Geiger in 2015
We played rock, paper, scis- Bart Oliver in 2005
sors for the outlet seat. I did
rock and Bart did scissors and lost and saw Bart’s face turn white as a piece
wanted to go two out of three. I said, of paper.
“No way!”
When church started, my parents Terry pointed the gun at me
weren’t there yet, so we knew they
Then Terry saw me standing up and
were going to be late.
I saw him pointing the gun at me. I
Bart went out of the room to turn instinctively fell backwards to the

‘While on the floor I heard him stop shooting, so I poked my
head up. I heard a church member holler at Terry to stop.’
the next bus back to Bart’s house.
We then had a ball playing with all
of the neat stuff we bought that day.
Bart was really excited that his
friend Matt was coming over and
wanted to stay up all night having fun.
We ended up watching only two
movies that night after Matt came
before we went to sleep.
A dirty look at church
The next morning Matt had to go
home for a family gathering. Bart and
I then got ready for church. When we
left I said good-bye to his mouse,
Tweeters, because I planned to go
home with my parents after church.
We went to church with Uncle Ron
and Aunt Loni as I happily played
with the new Game Boy that Bart had
bought me.
When we got to the church my par-

off his cell phone and maybe go to the
bathroom. As he left, he looked at me
and said “tootles.” He came back right
away and I asked him why. He said,
“I’m going to wait to go to the bathroom.”
Terry looked really mad
Bart started to write me a note right
away when he sat down. In just a couple of minutes the door swung open
and Terry came in looking really mad.
I did a double take when I saw a gun
in his hand. Then he started shooting.
Terry shot our minister
and his family
At first I thought it was a joke because he was a funny kind of guy. He
shot down the rows, and I saw him
shoot our minister and his family.
Then he shot a nice man named

floor. On my way down, a bullet went
past my face, eight inches or less. I felt
it and heard it as it went by.
While on the floor I heard him stop
shooting, so I poked my head up. I
heard a church member holler at Terry
to stop.
Then, after a few more shots, he put
the gun to his head and shot himself.
Then I went over to Bart. He was
gasping for air and gave me a “help
me” look.
Knuckles bled
I pumped his chest twice and then
his two older brothers, Mark and
Nick, came over. I went to the front of
the room with so much anger for Terry
that I punched the wall and then my
knuckles bled.
When the police came they transferred us to a different room. A short

while later a man in our church named
Randy came and told me that my parents were here and got me out of the
building.
Cops all around
When I got outside the building
there were cops all around the building telling me that I had to go back
inside, but I just ran across the parking
lot toward my parents.
When I got to my parents the police
realized they had to let my parents
come inside too.
When we got inside I found out
that Bart was dead. Then I fell on the
floor and went into shock. I lay on the
floor for a couple of hours.
When I came out of shock I went
into the other room and talked with
some of my friends about what had
just happened. My dad said that, since
I had seen so much, I should talk to a
detective about what happened.
After I was done talking with the
detective we had to stay quite a while
longer. When they were bringing stuff
out of the room I saw Bart’s backpack
and went and got it.
When I brought it out I looked
inside and there were clothes packed
in the bag. He was planning to spend
the night at my house.
Then I looked in the smaller pocket
and there was the Gwen Stefani CD
that I had bought him.
Bad night
Then we went to visit my grandparents to let them know that we were
okay. Then we went home.
I went to bed but I didn’t go to
sleep. I cried all night.
My pal Bart
I miss Bart and I probably always
will, because he was like a brother to
me. The sad thing was that he might
have died at 20 years old or so,
because they found out that Bart had
an enlarged heart. So he would have
had to get a heart transplant.
The only good part of Bart’s death
is that it may have saved him from a
lot of suffering.
Bart and I had fought in the past,
but our last weekend together bonded
as together so that I think of him as the
best friend I ever had.
I will always think of him as “My
Pal.”

How can message be sovereign for us if we can’t accept canon?
Continued from page 3

believe it, but, how we know it; as if
believing and knowing were all one.”
What are we afraid of when we
consider the question of the Bible
canon?
God-breathed or arbitrary?
Are we really concerned that we
may be believing the teachings of
mere men rather than the teaching
given to us by God? That what we
read in the Bible is not really text
that is “God-breathed” but just a
bunch of arbitrary human ideas? (2
Timothy 3:16).
Or is it just our carnality that is
coming to the fore when we start to
doubt what is purported to be
Scripture and ask how do we know
what is or should be the canon.
The serpent caused Eve to doubt
God, and it just may be that the same
“shining one” (“Lucifer, son of the
morning,” Isaiah 14:12) is still at
work today among the descendants of
Adam and Eve and is causing those
who have not imbibed deeply of the
Word of God (the words of truth and
life) to doubt it and ask the less-relevant question “How do we know?”
rather than the more-pertinent question “Why do we believe?”
Faithlessness leads to apostasy
Maybe we should remind ourselves from time to time, so as never

to forget, that Satan knows he has but
a little time left and is intent on doing
the greatest amount of damage possible among the people of God, damage
that presents itself most importantly
in the form of faithlessness that must
inevitably lead to apostasy (Revelation 12:12, 17).
The worldview of the Bible is being progressively replaced by a faithless, ignorant, arrogant, atheistic and
postmodern worldview, even among

but among the whole of the Christian
community.
Os Guinness is just one of many
commentators highlighting the changing beliefs and practices of the
Christian community of our postmodern time who tells us that “for
all the lofty recent statements on
biblical authority, a great part of the
evangelical community has made a
historic shift.
“It has transferred authority from

How can we not accept the canon?
But how can the message be sovereign for us if we cannot accept the
historical Bible canon?
The late-1st-century heretic Marcion could not accept any part of the
Old Testament canon, nor significant
portions of the New Testament canon.
Some of the spiritual and doctrinal
confusion he introduced among the
early Christian churches is still with

When we start doubting Scripture and the canon we step onto
the slippery slope that can only lead us to apostasy and the
practice of what Bonhoffer called a ‘religionless Christianity.’
Christians, as is evident from statistics taken by polls about what Christians believe and in the dramatically
changing world of faith.
It is not surprising, therefore, that
the Bible, as also the Bible canon, is
being questioned and doubted by
more and more Christians (in such a
typically postmodern approach to
truth) as we approach the end of the
prophesied end times.
Changing Christian worldview
The worldview of Christians is
changing, and not just among the few

Sola Scriptura [by Scripture alone] to
Sola Cultura (by culture alone).
“Is the culture decisive and the
audience sovereign for the Christian
church? Not for one moment. God
forbid . . . The message, not the audience, is always sovereign, and the
culture is always potentially the
world set over against Christ and his
kingdom.
“To think and live otherwise is to
recycle the classic error of liberalism
and to court worldliness, irrelevance,
and spiritual adultery that it represents”
(Prophetic Untimeliness, pages 65-66).

us to be seen, to be known and its
damage to be felt.
It seems that the great apostasy has
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P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
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at the top of this page. Or you may fax 1-888488-6603 or E-mail info@thejournal.org or
leave a voice message at 1-866-949-7294 to
report your address change.

found fertile ground in one form or
another in every Christian community, including our own, and has caused
us to become so “wise” in our postmodern deconstruction of the Bible.
We’re just like Laodiceans
We think we are in need of no instruction (just like the Laodiceans)
but, rather, prefer our own opinion to
that of the teaching that comes from
God—his age-old Torah—that has
been delivered to us by those faithful
servants who were called out to
preach it, rather than by those who are
self-sent and who can only confuse
the people of God.
Slippery slope
When we start doubting Scripture
and the canon we step onto the slippery slope that can only lead us to
apostasy and the practice of what
Bonhoffer called a “religionless Christianity,” or what others describe as
being a religion of no religion.
This is what we are increasingly
seeing.
But how appropriate is it for
Christians to add fuel to the fires of
doubt and destruction that are sweeping through the postmodern Western
world and within Christianity?
The enemy is succeeding all too
well on his own. We should not aid
and abet him.
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Sports were a big part of AC-WCG history in East Texas
Continued from page 1

sador was a springboard.”
During the decade of the 1980s
Ambassador had grown in enrollment,
and, with an annual subsidy from
church headquarters in Pasadena of $20
million to $21 million, the financial picture looked pretty bright.
Joseph Tkach Sr., WCG pastor general, had steadied the church after the
death of church and college founder
Herbert Armstrong in 1986 and seemed
to have both institutions poised for
growth. Ambassador’s enrollment was
around 1,200 students.
Besides academics
Although Dr. Ward is proud of the
academic programs Ambassador offered, he says the institution offered
more than just academics.
“We were building the curriculum,
our outreach was improving, and our
involvement in the local communities
was growing,” he said. “The intercollegiate [sports] program also brought us a
lot of attention, especially track, including cross-country, basketball and volleyball.”
Dave Goethals and Laura Radtke,
both employees of the athletic department, coached the track teams.
Mr. Goethals also coached the men’s
basketball team during the 1990s, and
the female netters were coached by
Andy Burnett, who also worked in the
athletic department.
Rick Sherrod, who was also the
chairman of the history department,
coached the cross-country team. Longtime coach and physical-education instructor Larry Haworth coached the volleyball team.
Ambassador had a long history of
athletic activity that included an intramural program in which student, faculty and staff teams competed in softball,
volleyball, flag football, tennis and basketball.
In the early years of Ambassador, at
least at Big Sandy, the college played host
to an annual activity called Field Day during which each class competed against
the others in running and field events.
Building the program
From the earliest days of Ambassador, physical education played a
major role in college life. That role
expanded during the 1970s (the Big
Sandy campus had begun operation in
1964).
In 1973 Alvin Hicks and Paul Alexander, both coaches at Big Sandy,
organized a team that participated in
marathons (footraces of 26 miles 385
yards) at Albuquerque, N.M., St. Louis,
Mo., and Big Sandy.
Some of the marathoners on that first
traveling team were Mike Pettit, Wayne
Janes, David Sutton, Ron Berlin, Dave
Link, Don Smith, Terry Kennebeck, Jim
Todd and this writer.
That team transitioned into a crosscountry team that competed in NLCAA
(National Little College Athletic Association) competition in 1976.
Ambassador won the national meet
led by Mr. Berlin, who had entered Ambassador in 1973.
Other team members were Skeets
Mez, Wiley Greene, Louis De Vlugt,
Mike Kennebeck, Jim Todd, Petros
Manzingara and Terry Kennebeck.
Mr. Berlin, who died in 2009, informed THE JOURNAL in 2003: “We went

24-HOUR RELAY—Above photo: The 1974 Ambassador College women’s
cross-country team poses with coach Paul Alexander. Front row, from left:
Darlene Ussery, Rose Willhoite, Evelyn Wilson and Karon Martz. Back row:
Dorothea Strnad, Barb Pawlowski, Elaine McMillan and Malvina Kardos. (The
former Darlene Ussery is the present Darlene Warren, wife of the writer of the
history article on this page.) Above-right photo: This is a plaque awarded to
John Warren in 1975 for his team’s Texas record (261 miles) in the 24-hour
relay. [Photos courtesy Darlene Warren and John Warren]

to West Baden, Ind., to run the meet in
October 1976 on the campus of Northwood College. It was a four-mile
course.”
In the 1970s the college also fielded
intercollegiate teams in flag football,
track and volleyball.
24-hour anomaly
An anomaly of the college at Big
Sandy was an athletic event known as a
24-hour relay. For four years running
(so to speak), Ambassador played host
to a day-long relay race each spring
beginning after sundown on a Saturday
night and ending on Sunday exactly 24
hours later.
In 1974, the first year of the relay,
three teams competed in the event: two
from Ambassador (one men’s and one
women’s) and one from Imperial High
School (a WCG-sponsored secondary
school on the Ambassador campus).
Al Hicks coached the 10-man college team, Paul Alexander coached the
eight-woman college team, and Charles
Black (who died in 2012) ran with and
coached the Imperial School team,
which included athletes of both sexes.
Mr. Berlin, who ran all four years of

bassador’s accreditation in 1994, intercollegiate sports took the spotlight, and
events such as Field Day, the marathon
and the 24-hour relay passed into history.
The college increased its intercollegiate track, cross-country, basketball
and volleyball programs and added a
men’s soccer team.
Ambassador would go through other
major cultural shifts during the 1980s
and especially beginning in the decade
of the ’90s.
A secretary’s view
THE JOURNAL now looks at some
church and college history through the
eyes of a lady who spent many years on
the Big Sandy campus.
Linda Isom of Clinton, Ark., came to
Ambassador as a 19-year-old freshman
in 1967 and was to have a long history
with the college and church, first as a
student and later, for a total of 11 years,
as a college and church employee, including almost a year in Pasadena in the
late ’70s.
In December 1970, during her senior
year at Ambassador in Big Sandy, she
married Dixon Cartwright, a 1969 Big
Sandy graduate and college printing-

because of budget cuts I was
transferred to
the student-financial-aid
department.
“During the
time I worked
in student financial aid the
college became eligible
for federal financial aid for students,
which took an enormous amount of
preparation and training.”
In 1994 Dr. Ward asked Mrs. Cartwright if she would be willing to transfer from student financial aid to the
executive office.
“I started as the president’s executive
secretary in the fall of 1994,” she said. “It
was kind of interesting that back in 1976
and 1977 we were working on accreditation. Twelve years later, when I went
back to work in 1990 in personnel, the
pursuit of accreditation was back on.
“The year I became executive secretary again [1994], the process was just
completed and the university was finally accredited.”
Mrs. Cartwright said one of the
things she liked best about her job as the
president’s secretary was working with
all the departments of the college.
“I did that in personnel as well,” she
said. “It was a small campus so I got to
know everyone.”
An event that came as a surprise to
Mrs. Cartwright and others on campus,
she said, was the day Bo Pilgrim—a
businessman from the town of Pittsburg,
40 miles north of Big Sandy, and founder
and CEO of Pilgrim’s Pride, a regionally
famous purveyor of chickens and eggs—
addressed the students during one of the
campus’s weekly assemblies.
“No one expected it,” she said, “but
at the end of his talk he announced that
he was donating $100,000 to Ambassador.”
Doctrinal changes
As people familiar with WCG history are aware, major doctrinal changes
shook the WCG to its foundations in the
early and mid-1990s. The changes in
the church’s official statement of beliefs

In 1973 Alvin Hicks and Paul Alexander organized a
team that participated in marathons (footraces of 26 miles
385 yards) at Albuquerque, St. Louis and Big Sandy.
the 24-hour event, remembered:
“The first year we ran just over 255
miles, and in 1975 we set a Texas record
with 261 miles. In 1976 I think we ran
264 miles, and the last year, 1977, we
ran 274 miles and 1,095 yards.”
The 24-hour relay was an invention
of a coach at a U.S. college who was
preparing runners for the Olympics
during the 1970s. One runner on a team
would run one mile on the track and
then hand off a baton to the next runner.
The object of the event was to see
how fast each runner could cover each
mile to accumulate as many total miles
as possible after 24 hours. Mr. Hicks
decided to use the event as a training
tool for his AC cross-country team.
After consolidation of the California
and Texas campuses in 1990 and Am-
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department employee.
The Cartwrights still live in Big
Sandy. Their son, Trey, and his family
live in Nacogdoches, Texas, and their
daughter, Jamie, and her husband live in
Tyler, Texas.
As an AC student at Big Sandy Miss
Isom worked in the printing department
under the supervision of Ellis Stewart in
the bindery and prepress areas and later
as the department’s secretary.
Later, in 1975, she worked part time
for the church’s member newspaper,
The Worldwide News (at that time based
in Big Sandy). She became a full-time
college employee in 1976.
“I became the executive secretary for
[chief campus administrator] Ron Kelly
and [dean of faculty] Don Ward,” she
said. “Both of their secretaries were leaving, and they replaced them with me.”
Mr. Kelly replaced Ronald Dart as
chief administrator of the college in
1976.
Mrs. Cartwright served her first term
as executive secretary from 1976 until the
campus closed in 1977, when she transferred to Pasadena and continued to
serve as Mr. Kelly’s secretary in his new
capacity as executive vice president of
student affairs.
On campus again
In 1978 the Cartwrights (Mr. Cartwright, until 1978, was an employee of
The Worldwide News) returned to Big
Sandy and started a family business.
When Ambassador reopened in Big
Sandy in 1981 the college offered Mrs.
Cartwright employment again.
“I had a year-old baby in 1981 so I
told them no,” she said. “But I went back
nine years later, in 1990, and worked in
the personnel department, and during a
general layoff of several employees

had a tremendous impact on the church
and university. Some people were more
directly affected than others.
President Ward—one of the many
who were distressed about the changes—was one of those most directly
involved.
“Talks of doctrinal change started in
1987,” he said. “I was in a constant
memo war with those in Pasadena. It
was a constant battle to maintain the
doctrinal integrity of the college. In the
early 1990s, especially in ’93, I wrote
lengthy [private] rebuttals to the new
doctrinal teachings.”
Dr. Ward reminisces about a “constant drift” of church doctrines and “a
line being drawn in the sand.” On the
traditionalist side were Dr. Ward and
many others. Pushing for radical doctrinal change were the church’s pastor
general, Joseph Tkach Sr., Mr. Tkach’s
son, Joseph Jr., and others including
faculty members and theologians Mike
Feazell and Kyriacos Stavrinides in
Pasadena.
“In 1993 Dr. Stavrinides’ Trinity paper came out and was endorsed by Mr.
Tkach,” said Dr. Ward. “The [church’s]
doctrinal committee [in Pasadena] was
dissolved that same year.”
Dr. Ward says he remembers “a battle
going on to recapture true values. Leon
Walker [a theology-faculty member and
WCG elder] and I were the two at the
college that were members of the doctrinal committee. Meetings became very
secretive and then ended altogether.”
Dr. Ward knew his days were numbered when Pastor General Tkach came
to Big Sandy to speak to the local brethren, college students and employees in
church services on the Sabbath of Dec.
24, 1994.
“His so-called New Covenant sermon

basically said the law [of God] is done
away with,” said Dr. Ward. “After [the
WCG implemented] the so-called New
Covenant teaching, I had a number of
face-to-face meetings with Joe Tkach.”
Dr. Ward’s meetings with Mr. Tkach
did not go well, remembers the former
Ambassador president.
Feeling the pressure
Mrs. Cartwright says that, on the job
in the executive office, she also felt the
pressure of the doctrinal changes.
“After the December sermon when
Mr. Tkach was here and talked about
the changes, things started to build up
on campus,” she said. “People were
wondering what changes would be
made at the college.
“That was in 1995, when there was
so much turmoil in the church with doctrinal changes and concern about what
the college would do in light of the
changes. I had to ask myself as one who
disagreed with most of the changes:
Should I be quiet and not let my feelings
be known, or should I stand up for what
I think is right?
“That was not a good time. The doctrinal changes were a major issue.
“Our office was not given any concrete guidelines [from church headquarters] as to what would be required of students doctrinally in the coming fall 1995
semester. Students and parents were asking us because they naturally wanted to
know the situation before committing to
attendance at AC in the fall.
“We requested information, but I
don’t remember that they [members of
the new order in Pasadena] ever got
back to us before I was fired.”
(Read more about Mrs. Cartwright’s
termination later in this article.)
Two pastors
As mentioned earlier in this article,
beginning in 1990 two pastors were serving the two Big Sandy congregations.
Ken Giese, originally from Lake
Crystal, Minn., had graduated from Ambassador Big Sandy in 1973 and married
the former Kathy Prunty the same year.
He had already pastored several WCG
congregations, in Atlanta, Ga., Minneapolis, Minn., Richmond, Va., and
Houston, Texas, before transferring to
Big Sandy in the summer of 1988.
“It was an honor to be asked to pastor the congregation in Big Sandy,” he
said, “and return to my alma mater to
serve.”
One of Mr. Giese’s challenges, he
said, involved the “restructuring of
service opportunities” in the Big Sandy
congregation to encourage the brethren’s participation in local service and
activities.
“It was exciting to see the talents and
skills of the brethren blossom as they
undertook major projects and activities
with zest and enthusiasm.”
Mr. Giese fondly remembered encouraging the WCG brethren to become
more involved with “the community of
Big Sandy,” which included the local
public-school system.
The Big Sandy population “may not
have agreed with our doctrines,” he
said, “but we came to be accepted and
respected as part of the community.”
The Gieses raised three sons during
their years in Big Sandy, with much of
that experience taking place in the Ambassador environment.
It was only a matter of time before
the office shared by the two church pastors on campus (with a staff of about 12
full-time and student employees) was
drawn into the wider church’s doctrinal
debate.
Something was wrong
Mr. Giese knew something was
wrong in the WCG, he said, a few years
before the doctrinal bombshell in December 1994.
“The signs of doctrinal deterioration
were subtle yet noticeable in the early
’90s,” he said. “It was our hope that
God would see fit to turn things around
and avoid the catastrophic meltdown
that eventually occurred, but that was
not to be.”
A few months before Dec. 24, 1994,
in the fall of that year, “I came to a disturbing conclusion that in all probability—barring God’s intervention—the
day would come when I could no
longer in good conscience work for the
See EVENTS OF ’94-’95, page 7
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Events of ’94-’95 traumatized Big Sandy WCG brethren
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Worldwide Church of God.”
Mr. Giese said he wasn’t interested at
that time in joining another Church of
God (there were scores if not hundreds
of spinoffs of the WCG in existence,
including the Church of God International, Association for Christian Development, Philadelphia Church of God,
Global Church of God and Church of
the Great God).
“Neither was I interested in starting
my own church by dividing brethren
who were already confused and disillusioned.”
Things came to a head, he said, when
a WCG official questioned Mr. Giese
about a sermon he had recently delivered in which he compared “our former
teaching to our new teaching on certain
subjects.”
In that sermon, he said, he encouraged his listeners to evaluate certain
new teachings in light of Scripture.
After that sermon he received a phone
call from officials in Pasadena.
“During that phone call I was told
that I would be replaced as pastor of the
Big Sandy P.M. congregation with
someone who was more supportive of
the changes.”
WCG headquarters personnel offered to transfer him anywhere he liked,
he said, but he told them that even in a
new location he would not change his
opinion about the newly mandated
“beliefs.”
“It was now clear to both Kathy and
me that I had no choice but to resign.”
Where to now?
Mr. Giese began looking for another
job. He resigned, he said, on March 10,
1995, and went to work for another
company on March 12 (although he
continued to live on campus until early
June).
“It was only a matter of time before
others in the ministry and membership
would be faced with the same decisions,” he said. “Our moment of decision
simply came earlier than some others.”
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Giese what
the local membership could have done
differently to perhaps effect a different
outcome.
“Initiatives could have been launched,
people could have stood up, etc.,” he
said. “However, from our perspective
God must have had something else in
mind or the church and college would
have survived in spite of our efforts or
lack of same.”
In spite of the trauma at the end, Mr.
Giese remembered his years at Big
Sandy as “a wonderful and memorable
time in our lives. We will always cherish the friendships we built and the people we met during our seven-year stay.”
The Havir history
Also serving in Big Sandy was Dave
Havir, a 1974 graduate of Ambassador.
Mr. Havir, who as a student came to
East Texas from Allentown, Pa., first
served the WCG as a ministerial trainee
in 1974 under Charles Groce, then pastor of the WCG congregation in Omaha,
Neb. (and now CEO of the Church of
God International, Tyler, Texas).
The WCG ordained Mr. Havir as an
elder in June 1975. He went on to serve
in congregations in Wausau, Wis.; Pittsburgh, Pa.; Davenport, Iowa City and
Waterloo, Iowa; and finally in Lexington and Mount Sterling, Ky., before
transferring in 1991 to Big Sandy.
“Joe Jr. [the younger Mr. Tkach was
director of church administration in
Pasadena] called me and told me I was
being transferred here,” said Mr. Havir.
“I tried to talk him out of it. I didn’t
want to go to a headquarters-type area.”
The younger Mr. Tkach told Mr.
Havir that he and the assistant director
of church administration, Larry Salyer,
had prayed about the decision and had
both come up with Mr. Havir’s name as
the choice as Big Sandy A.M.’s pastor.
When Mr. Havir arrived in Big
Sandy with his wife, Pam, and sons
David, then 10, and Jonathan, then 7, he
recalled that, counting students, “there
were around 1,000 members of the
A.M. congregation. The local members
numbered around 600.”
Mr. Havir liked many aspects of his
new situation.
“We had a dynamic teen program
and Sabbath-school program and an
adults’ sports program,” he said. “I really enjoyed interacting with the students.

THAT WAS THE WAY IT WAS—The ’90s were a turbulent time in Big
Sandy when many members left the Worldwide Church of God. These four
Church of God members are interviewed in the latest installment of John
Warren’s history of Big Sandy (beginning on page 1). From left: Ken Giese
of Houston, Texas, former pastor of the WCG’s Big Sandy P.M. congregation. Next photo: Linda Cartwright of Big Sandy, former Ambassador Uni-

The students were a responsive audience on the Sabbath.”
Besides the responsibility of pastoring their respective congregations, Mr.
Giese and Mr. Havir also had the annual duty of jointly coordinating the Feast
of Tabernacles observance on the campus, which served as the site of many
church activities.
Shutting down the Piney Woods
The Piney Woods campground on
the church-college grounds had served
for decades, since the earliest springand fall-feast observances of the 1950s,
for church members who would set up
their tents or pull in their motor homes
and camping trailers and live on the
grounds for a week or more.
“A lot of people might hold this
against me, but I was instrumental in
getting the campground closed,” said
Mr. Havir. “I asked Joe Jr. to close it

visit with him, and he saw us on Sunday
[Jan. 15]. We asked about the report of
his intention to fire me. He denied it.
“My most significant memory about
this 90-minute meeting was his insistence that he had believed the new doctrines of Worldwide for many decades.”
One down, one to go
When Mr. Giese resigned in midMarch 1995, church headquarters asked
Mr. Havir to pastor both congregations
until a new pastor could move in.
“I found out about Ken’s resignation
just before he gave his final sermon,”
said Mr. Havir. “Headquarters asked me
to pastor both congregations until Don
Mears arrived.”
Thinking back on those turbulent
times in Big Sandy, the former WCG
pastor told THE JOURNAL:
“Things escalated when Doug Winnail [a theology instructor at Ambas-

versity executive secretary and currently copublisher of THE JOURNAL. Next
photo: Don Ward of Big Sandy, Texas, current pastor of the UCG’s Big
Sandy congregation and former Ambassador University president. Next
photo: Dave Havir of Big Sandy, former WCG Big Sandy A.M. pastor and
current pastor of the Church of God Big Sandy. [Photos by Victor Kubik, Trey
Cartwright, Linda Moll Smith and Dixon Cartwright]

of the Field House just before services.
The men, including Norm Bronnum,
Dale Bailey, Jim Baugher and this
writer, informed Mr. Havir just before
that service that they had been informed
by various church members there would
be a walkout if Mr. Havir introduced Dr.
Duke for the sermon.
Mr. Havir, in the parking lot, asked
this writer what he could do to avert the
walkout.
This writer responded, “As the coordinator of the ushers, if you want me to
I could make sure no one gets on stage
except you.”
Controlling foot traffic
This writer also told Mr. Havir at the
time: “We have a policy, you know, that
everything should be done decently and
in order at church services and that only
one man should speak at a time.”
Nothing was decided in the parking

‘As the coordinator of the ushers, if you [Dave Havir] want me
to I could make sure no one gets on stage except you.’
down because of some serious behavioral problems that were occurring in
the campground during many Feasts.
“Through the years camping in Big
Sandy may have reflected some of the
best stories of what the Feast of Tabernacles pictured, but some of the behavior
in the campground also reflected the
worst of what could happen at the Feast.”
Into clearer view
Years before he arrived in Big Sandy,
headquarters sent out a tape to be played
in all churches, remembered Mr. Havir.
“The tape concluded that Jesus could
not sin. That bothered me, but I did not
see where the church was heading.”
A turning point in Mr. Havir’s thinking emerged in 1993.
“A major event that occurred that
year was when Ken [Giese] and I were
asked to go with the college faculty to a
refresher program [for WCG elders] in
Pasadena about the nature of God.
“I remember walking out of the classroom towards the Hall of Ad [the administration building in Pasadena] with
Mike Feazell. I asked Mike if the church
could slow down in teaching this doctrinal change [concerning the ontological
nature of God] because the faculty was
addressing good points to refute what the
instructor [Dr. Stavrinides] was saying.
“He replied that the faculty wasn’t
trained to critically analyze doctrines
like this.”
Mr. Havir recalled the senior Mr.
Tkach’s sermon on Dec. 24, 1994.
“It was a historic event in Worldwide,” he said. “People were questioning where the leadership was heading,
and in his sermon Mr. Tkach gave a
clear public signal.”
Mr. Tkach returned to speak in Big
Sandy on Jan. 14, 1995.
“Some people say Mr. Tkach returned to do some damage control about
a few things he misspoke in his Dec. 24
sermon,” said Mr. Havir.
“One sidelight to this visit is that
someone in Pasadena got word to me that
Mr. Tkach was upset with me and intended to fire me. My wife and I requested a

sador and WCG elder] gave a sermon in
the P.M. congregation.”
Dr. Winnail preached that sermon
from the Gospel of Matthew, casting
scriptures in a light that scraped against
the grain of what church headquarters
was newly teaching.
“When Doug ended his sermon, half
of the congregation applauded and the
other half was upset,” said Mr. Havir.
“I got a conference call from Joe and
Mike blaming me for the sermon. Then
they talked about having Russell Duke
[the chairman of the university’s theology department and a supporter of the
new doctrines] give both sermons the
next Sabbath.”
Averting a walkout
During the next week quite a few
members of both congregations were
obviously upset, and some were ready
to publicly register their disapproval of
the new church teachings.
Mr. Havir has been accused of planning and fomenting a rebellion and
planning ahead of time that he would
not allow Dr. Duke to give the sermon
in the Field House on campus that
Sabbath, April 1, 1995.
Mr. Havir says that, rather, he didn’t
plan anything of the sort.
“I heard there was going to be a
walkout if Russell spoke,” said Mr.
Havir. “I was trying to intervene and
help things go as smoothly as possible
and avert a mass exodus during the
Sabbath service.”
Mr. Havir remained on stage after
giving announcements and, instead of
walking off the stage to make way for a
sermon from Dr. Duke, launched into an
unscheduled sermon about the value of
being a peacemaker.
“That was a spontaneous decision on
my part to continue speaking and not
relinquish the stage and microphone. I
did have a sermon ready, but I didn’t
know what I was going to do until the
last minute.”
Mr. Havir admits that he was influenced in his decision by a group of men
who had met him in the back parking lot

lot, but this writer walked up to the ushers and informed them of what might
happen.
This writer chose the biggest men in
the congregation and assigned them
areas on stage behind the curtain and
stationed one man at each side of the
stage near the steps.
This writer’s instructions to them
were to allow no one else on the stage
while Mr. Havir was speaking. This
writer did not mention to the ushers any
individual specifically who might try to
walk onto the stage.
Once it became evident that Mr.
Havir would stay on stage and give the
sermon, Dr. Duke did attempt to go on
stage by the front steps and was stopped
by Don Bjoraker, an usher who was stationed in the front row of the audience.
Dr. Duke also attempted to enter the
stage from a back entrance but was
stopped by Tony Contos.
Mr. Contos asked Dr. Duke, “Are
you trying to take the stage?”
Dr. Duke “assured me he was only
checking to see why the choir wasn’t
going on stage to sing,” remembered
Mr. Contos. “I made him swear that he
would not try to get on stage.”
Significant behind-the-scenes events
were also transpiring in the sound booth.
After Dr. Duke frantically telephoned
Joseph Tkach Jr. in Pasadena after his
failed attempt to deliver his sermon, Mr.
Tkach called the university switchboard
during Mr. Havir’s sermon and tried to
make a connection to override Mr.
Havir’s voice being amplified through
the Field House’s sound system.
Mr. Tkach’s attempt to override the
sound system was not successful, however. Apparently the sound man either
attempted and failed to make the connection or the sound man hindered Mr.
Tkach’s attempt.
Events waiting to happen
Since Dr. Duke didn’t give his sermon, the walkout didn’t happen, but
many other things did. It was a matter of
only a few minutes after Mr. Havir’s
sermon that Big Sandy lost its second

pastor within the space of a few weeks.
“I found out I was disfellowshipped
shortly after my sermon when I heard a
message on Tom Clark’s answering
machine,” said Mr. Havir. “Tom played
the message [from an unidentified female secretary in Pasadena] over the
telephone for me after I got home.” (Mr.
Clark was Mr. Havir’s assistant pastor.)
Dr. Duke did give the sermon that
same day in the afternoon church service and announced that Mr. Havir had
been disfellowshipped.
“Days later Dr. [Herman] Hoeh
called and said, ‘You can work this out.
All you have to do is apologize,’ ” said
Mr. Havir.
Mr. Havir informed Dr. Hoeh that
“it’s not that simple.”
“Joe Jr. called me on Monday and we
talked for a few minutes,” Mr. Havir
said. “Joe and I have not talked since.”
Although Mr. Havir had been disfellowshipped, headquarters had not terminated him from church employment.
“I got word from a friend in Pasadena that the legal department had a
problem,” Mr. Havir said. “I had been
disfellowshipped but they had not terminated me.
“I guess I did them a favor because I
sent them a letter telling them I did not
wish to be reinstated and I did not want
to be employed by them.”
What about Passover?
Many disillusioned church members
expressed their dismay about what to do
now that neither Mr. Giese nor Mr. Havir
would be conducting the Passover service for the two congregations. Mr. Havir
was no longer attending, and, although
Mr. Giese attended WCG services until
around early June, he was no longer
functioning in the ministry of the WCG.
“A lot of people called me up and
asked what we were going to do about
Passover,” said Mr. Havir. “I was so
bummed out for the first week I said I
didn’t know. Finally a few of us got
together and made arrangements to
meet for Passover in a warehouse leased
by Don and Michele Mischnick near
Big Sandy.”
The Mischnicks, both of whom
entered Ambassador in Big Sandy in
1973, live near Big Sandy and operate
AgPro Systems, which sells agricultural additives to an international
market.
“On the Sabbath of April 8 [1995] we
as a family stayed at home,” commented Mr. Havir. “Many people stopped by
our home to visit us that day. Some people came and tried to give us their tithe
money. We did not take their money at
that time.”
Alternative service
Many members of the Big Sandy
congregations said they were looking
for an alternative to meeting with the
WCG congregation for the Passover
service in the Field House.
“On April 9 Peter Nathan [a theology-faculty member] called me and
asked me to come to his house [also on
campus],” said Mr. Havir. “There was a
room full of people.
“When I got there these people
explained to me their desire to commandeer the Convention Center [a huge
campus auditorium built for Feast services in the mid-1960s] for an alternate
See CHURCH OF GOD, page 8
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Passover. I reminded them that the
police would be called if anyone tried
using the Convention Center without
permission, but they felt that God
would not be happy if His people
walked away from the campus.
“I asked the group ‘And who do you
propose will conduct this Passover?’
knowing full well what the answer
would be. I told them I wasn’t interested in commandeering the Convention
Center.”
Mr. Havir and Dr. Winnail conducted a service at the Mischnicks’ property on Thursday, April 13, with 128 in
attendance.
Besides Passover, the small group of
members who felt disenfranchised by
the WCG conducted feast-day services
also on the first and last days of Unleavened Bread.
“We went to the Holiday Inn in
Longview for the first Unleavened
Bread service,” Mr. Havir said. “We
did not collect an offering. One man
chastised me by saying that I was
required to collect an offering. I
responded by saying that, although he
may have felt an obligation to give an
offering, I was not required to accept it.
“On the first day I recommended
that people send their offering to a
Church of God that didn’t preach
heresy or to a family in the Houston
area that had just lost a child.
“On the seventh day I again advised
them to send their money to a Church
of God that didn’t teach heresy or to a
widow in another state whose husband
had recently committed suicide.”
UCG association
The congregation continued to meet
every Sabbath, and Mr. Havir continued as the pastor.
(Dr. Winnail shortly thereafter joined
the Global Church of God and eventually became a member of the Living
Church of God’s council of elders.)
This new Church of God congregation in Big Sandy, which began April
13 at Passover, became associated with
the United Church of God the next
month, an affiliation that lasted from
May 1995 until May 1998.
Mr. Havir told THE JOURNAL that the
initiative of the brethren in Big Sandy
led to his continuation as pastor.
“Months after our congregation
started, I was told that some regional
pastors, who helped form United, had
originally planned for Ken Giese to be
the pastor in Big Sandy,” he said.
“Since the brethren and I did not know
what was occurring behind the scenes,
the brethren asked me to help them before United began, and I accepted.”
THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Havir about

an old report that a few people had criticized him for not offering to share Big
Sandy pastoral responsibilities with
Mr. Giese before Mr. Giese moved to
Minnesota in June. THE JOURNAL asked
if the report was true.
“Yes, one or two in the congregation did,” he said. “A surprising incident occurred in November of 1996
when Ken and Kathy came to our
house and asked me why I hadn’t
given them half of the congregation a
year and a half earlier.”
Even if Mr. Giese had let his interest
be known in the spring of 1995, said
Mr. Havir, “this would not have been
my decision to make.
“What happened was very much a
decision of the Big Sandy congregation.”
Mr. Havir wished the Gieses well in
their service to the brethren.
“I hope that things have worked out
well for the Gieses,” he said in 2002.
“Like many other people, they were

When asked what he meant by an
attempt to “save the college,” Mr.
Stewart said he personally felt betrayed by the doctrinal changes. That
feeling, he acknowledged, inspired the
thought in himself and many others
that the new leaders of the WCG were
somehow wielding authority that was
illegitimate. Therefore the rightful
owners of the property should somehow be able to reacquire it.
“That kind of thinking was a little
naive on my part,” said Mr. Stewart,
“but we did discuss whether it would
be possible to go to court with the new
church leaders to do something about
what was happening to us.”
Something that especially upset Mr.
Stewart, he said, and made him amenable to the meeting was that “people
were being fired right and left [from
college and church employment] without a reason, and those being fired then
had no income whatsoever.

“They disfellowshipped us, but we
were not terminated from the college
until after Dr. Ward resigned.”
The university’s executive secretary
was also affected.
“I came back from lunch one Friday
after graduation and there was a notice
on my computer that said there was to
be an all-employee meeting,” said
Linda Cartwright.
“Only Dr. Ward could call those
meetings, so I would have normally
been the one who notified the computer department. So how could this message be on my computer?”
She soon found out.
“I called the computer department
and they told me Russell Duke had
called the meeting with [the senior] Mr.
Tkach’s approval. Dr. Ward was not in
the office that day. I called Russell
Duke’s office, and when I finally got to
talk to him he told me I was no longer
executive secretary and they would

Dr. Ward told THE JOURNAL: ‘I knew a parting of the
ways had come. They had already chosen a new
president, so I resigned on June 15, 1995.’
in a tough situation during difficult
times.”
Behind the scenes
On the same day the WCG disfellowshipped Mr. Havir, other developments inspired by the WCG crisis were
brewing in Big Sandy.
Fifteen WCG members assembled
in a private meeting near the church
and college grounds at Big Sandy.
Two of the people were George
Crow, who helped to form the
“Worldwide Church of God Texas,” and
John Bethea, both of the Houston,
Texas, area.
Others in attendance were Charles
Black, Dixon Cartwright, Aaron Dean,
Buck Hammer, Kim McCullough, Melton McNeely, Steve McNeely, John
Robinson, Linda Moll Smith, Ellis
Stewart and Leon and Reba Walker, all
of the Big Sandy area. (One more person
attended the meeting, but no one seems
to be able to remember who it was.)
One of the participants, Mr. Stewart,
said the meeting, in a building on property rented by Mr. Robinson a few
miles east of Big Sandy on Old Highway 80, was organized by Mr. Crow, a
Houston-area attorney.
“The main reason the meeting took
place,” said Mr. Stewart, “was to discuss
the ownership of the church and college
property at Big Sandy and brainstorm
about ways to save the college.”

“I think one of the things Melton
McNeely wanted to discuss at the
meeting was to think about ways to
help out those people who were being
laid off and fired because they didn’t
agree with the changes of doctrine.”
Founders of the Worldwide Church
of God Texas held a conference in
Houston in April, putting together
some bylaws and waiting to see what
would become of a conference near
Indianapolis, Ind., beginning April 30.
When the UCG began from the Indy
conference, the WCG Texas offered its
bylaws as a model.
The terminations begin
In the recollection of this writer, the
first wave of terminations directly
affected Norm Bronnum, landscapedepartment manager; Pam Bronnum,
Mr. Bronnum’s daughter and Dr.
Duke’s secretary; Eric Case, landscape
foreman; and Rick Oswalt (who died in
2014), a heavy-equipment mechanic in
the transportation department.
Mr. Case, who was first introduced
to JOURNAL readers of this series of articles in the Nov. 30, 2002, issue, told
this writer:
“I think they were trying to make an
example of us to try to intimidate anyone who was thinking of attending
church services with Dave Havir [at
various rented facilities in the Big
Sandy area].

need my desk by Monday. He also told
me I did not need to attend the employee meeting.”
Informing Dr. Ward
Mrs. Cartwright learned later that
the meeting was convened to announce
that Dr. Ward was no longer president
and Dr. Duke was.
“I called Dr. Ward at his home and
told him the news because he had not
been informed at that time,” said Mrs.
Cartwright.
Dr. Ward told THE JOURNAL: “I knew
a parting of the ways had come. They
had already chosen a new president, so
I resigned on June 15, 1995.”
Effect on church income
The doctrinal turmoil had a major
effect on church and university finances as well as student enrollment.
“Each year we were increasingly
pressured to cut expenses,” remembered Dr. Ward. “By 1994 and ’95 our
subsidy from Pasadena had dropped to
between $7 million and $8 million, but
we had started an endowment fund.
There was between $8 million and $9
million in that fund.”
While Dr. Ward was president, the
university maintained an enrollment,
even after the doctrines were changing,
of around 1,000 students.
“My dedication and reason for being

was to teach the truth and to fulfill Ambassador’s motto, ‘Recapture true values,’ ” he said.
“It is very painful to see what you
gave your heart and soul to make such
a dramatic shift. The product and fruit
had been so beautiful. But some people
loved the product but hated the
process.”
Mrs. Cartwright concurred.
“The church became so fragmented
they did not have the finances to support Ambassador,” she said. “Once it
shut down it was like there was a big
hole there. It was basically your life.
Your life revolved around the church
and the college. I have so many memories. It was our college and our campus,
and it’s just not there now.
“Our children always assumed they
would go to AC. We also assumed they
would. It was a part of their lives, and
all of a sudden it is not there anymore.”
First Mrs. Cartwright and then her
husband, Dixon, received letters of
disfellowship (dated July 30 and Aug.
31) from the new Big Sandy pastor,
Don Mears.
Mrs. Cartwright was disfellowshipped
for nonattendance; Mr. Mears informed
Mr. Cartwright he was disfellowshipped because he had “heard” that
Mr. Cartwright no longer wished to fellowship with the WCG.
The end
Not long after Pastor General Joseph
Tkach Sr. introduced the church to its
new list of doctrinal beliefs, the church
learned that its leader had cancer. Mr.
Tkach died in September 1995.
On his father’s death, Joseph Tkach
Jr. became pastor general. With dwindling finances (some estimates had
annual WCG income at its peak in
excess of $200 million) and a continuing loss of members, and with a corresponding loss in student enrollment,
Mr. Tkach and Ambassador’s board of
regents made the decision to close the
doors of the institution.
Dr. Duke, who became the university’s president in June 1995, served in
that capacity until its final semester of
operation, ending in May 1997 (see
“Family, Friends, Alumni Meet in Texas
for the Last Graduation of Ambassador,” THE JOURNAL, May 30, 1997).
Ambassador had been an integral
part of life in Big Sandy since Herbert
Armstrong decided to open a campus
here in 1963. He founded the original
campus in Pasadena in 1947.
Another, in Bricket Wood, England,
operated from the fall of 1960 to the
spring of 1974.
Just a few months short of its 50th
anniversary, Ambassador passed into
history.

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 4

or teach or have authority over men?
People will equivocate the Word of
God when it is contrary to their own
ideas (which elevate their own ego).
They are not willing to say to God
“Your will be done.”
They will either take scriptures out
of context and/or ignore those that
nullify their ideas. For example, Phoebe is never quoted or shown to preach
or teach any man. “Minister” does not
mean “preacher.”
These people (as wimpy husbands)
who promote women to preach ignore
the words of Paul (who God used
mightily, who put to shame by statements and commands that are diametrically opposite to those ideas of
women’s lib). Some of these say the
Bible should be modernized.
Paul was in favor of women (but
not their preaching, teaching and
bossing men). Phoebe gave excellent
service, but nowhere was she contrary
to Paul’s words (which are the commandments of the Lord as in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35, 37).
Why do these people call themselves Christians while they hate and
defy the words of the holy apostles
(including Paul’s letters)?
There never were any apostlettes. If
Jesus Christ wanted women to preach,

He would have selected at least one
for that job.
God inspired Paul to write that
chapter of 1 Corinthians 14. This is
one of the most important chapters
about conducting the services on the
Sabbath day.
See verses 33-37 and 1 Timothy
2:9-14 and 1 Peter 3:1-6. Some women hate those verses.
Lawrence G. Mumme
Tucson, Ariz.

They quote the Bible out of context
and the opinions of religious pundits.
I remember in the spring of 1994,
about a year before the WCG busted
up, I attended a small WCG congregation in Kauai, Hawaii. A lady did a
great job of delivering the sermon,
which surprised me.
After the sermon I asked her how
she could give the sermon when the
WCG did not allow female ministers.
She smiled and said she was a

Fallacious exegesis
I look forward to the time when the
fact that a woman gave a sermon in the
Church of God will not be considered
news, let alone front-page news [see
the article about Cathy Dickerson’s
sermon on page 1 of issue No. 170].
And to a time when a woman can
give a sermon that is dull or boring
or soporific, just like so many sermons men have given, and the reaction to it will be identical to the reac-

‘After the sermon I asked her how she could give the
sermon when the WCG did not allow female ministers.’
Lady ministers
I was interested in your article
(front page of issue No. 170) about
Cathy Dickerson delivering a sermon
in a Church of God in Arkansas.
I admire her and her congregation
for this.
I’ve debated the subject of lady
ministers with many professional ministers and priests over the years. Most
churches do not allow ladies to be
ministers or priests, not even elders.
Their reasoning seems valid until
we examine this subject closely.

teacher at a local school and she was
merely teaching a biblical subject.
She didn’t believe the WCG correct
and used “teaching” as an excuse.
I think women are as smart and
capable as men and can be excellent
ministers. These churches are making
a long stretch to say this is not correct.
In the old days no priests were
women in the Bible because women
had many children and consequently
didn’t have time to be church leaders.
Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

tion had a man given it.
Kudos to Cathy and John Dickerson
and to Tom Justus. To everybody else:
What are you waiting for? For too
long we have disregarded the talents
that God has given to half of humanity and to more than half of the church,
premised on fallacious exegesis.
Didn’t Jesus have something to say
to the man who refused to do anything
with the talent God provided (Matthew 25:24-30)?
Reginald Killingley
Big Sandy, Texas

God’s priorities
For some time I’ve been mulling
over the thrust of meaning of “Seek
first the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness” (Matthew 6:33).
Listening to Matt King’s sermon
today (on the Church of God the
Father’s Call website, thefatherscall.
org), it occurred to me that that seems
to be exactly what God has been doing
in all that He has chosen to do or not
do in the entire enterprise that began
“in the beginning” until now—and as,
I suppose, will continue forever.
I think that to advance the Kingdom
of God and increase the righteousness
of His family is His aim from the
beginning through the ages of eternity
to come. The exhortation to seek the
Kingdom and righteousness is an exhortation to share His priorities.
I see the creation story as an account of the founding of the Kingdom
of God, making a place to live for
Himself and His family. Then He
starts His family with “Adam, the son
of God” (Luke 3:38).
God’s intentions seem to me to be
expressed in the thought of Hebrews,
that the benefit He seeks for us is “that
we may be partakers of His holiness”
(Hebrews 12:10).
Jeffrey Caldwell
Walnut Creek, Calif.
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Widow, nurse, longtime COG member looking for a
gentleman age 63-90 for a long-term relationship,
friendship first. Please send info and pics to P.O.
Box 133174, Tyler, TX 75713, U.S.A.

Gatesville, Texas, David Wilson and wife Donna of
Belton, Texas, and Dana Wilson of Georgetown;
granddaughters Norma, Heather, Shelbie, Johnny,
Christie and Cara; grandsons Corey, Trey, Josh,
Chris and Mario; great-granddaughters Marginger,
Honora, Cheyenne, Dana Lynn, Cassie, Amy,
Brentley, Holly, Callie, Faylin, Brooklynn, Cassidy
and Sydney; great-grandsons Cameron, Christian,
Zachary, Robbie, Nathanial, Daniel, Ethan and
Brayden.; great-great-grandchildren Micah and
Liam; daughter-in-law Marilyn Wilson; sisters
Louise Jensen of Stephenville, Texas, Virginia
Busby of Bakersfield, Calif., Merlene Riggs of
Kingston, Okla., brothers Glenn Burch and wife
Bea of Bakersfield, Kenneth Burch and wife Betty
of Florissant, Colo., and numerous other loving
family and friends. ¶ In lieu of flowers the family
requests donations to Creekside Charity Bingo in
Round Rock, Texas.

lege. ¶ She returned to Texas in the late 1960s and
settled in the Big Sandy area, where she continued
to serve many senior citizens until her retirement in
1995. ¶ She died March 11,
2015, after a brief illness. ¶
Billie Faye was preceded in
death by her parents, James
Horatio Carwile and Eula
McAdoo Carwile, and her
two sisters, Martha Beatrice
Hicks and Minnie “Kitty”
Katherine Bryan. ¶ She is
survived by her niece,
Katrinka Bryan-Thario of
San Diego, Calif., and two
nephews, Michauel Bryan of
San Diego and Allan Warren
Billie Faye
Hicks of Fort Worth, Texas. ¶
Carwile
To view or sign the guest
book, go to croleyfh.net.

Obituaries
Betty June Wille, 80, of Georgetown, Texas, passed
away March 31, 2015. A service celebrating her life was
held April 6 at The Gabriels
Funeral Chapel in Georgetown. Interment was private. ¶
Mrs. Wille was born Aug. 9,
1934, in Lindsey, Okla., to Earl
and Elsie Burch. On May 21,
1971, she married Alvin Wille,
to whom she was devoted for
more than 42 years until his
passing in 2013. ¶ Her joy in
life was traveling, especially to
Lake Charles, La., with her Betty Wille
husband as often as they
could. She loved singing and playing bingo, but her
family took first place in her life. ¶ Mrs. Wille is preceded in death by her parents; husband; granddaughter, Jessica June Wilson; and brother, Ray
Burch. She leaves behind to cherish her memory
children Sharlett Blisard and husband Tony of
Temple, Texas, Ronnie Harmon and wife Virginia of

Graveside services for Billie Faye Carwile, 91, of
Big Sandy, Texas, were March 15, 2015, in
Gladewater Memorial Park with Dr. Donald Ward
officiating. Services were under the direction of
Croley Funeral Home in Gladewater. ¶ Billie Faye
was born Dec. 19, 1923, in Walnut Springs, Texas.
In 1942 she graduated from Scott and White Hospital in Temple, Texas, and began her long career
as a registered nurse. ¶ In the 1950s she moved to
California and was hired by what became the
Worldwide Church of God and Ambassador Col-

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Why do you
tithe on money?
Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
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truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
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Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
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Be an Independent Thinker, Part 3

E

arnestly contending for the faith once
Jesus Christ was independent of those politidelivered (Jude 3) involves independent cians of that day. They were involved in traditions
thinking.mmmml
and words of the elders, making their own rules
mlThe top honbut not obeying the commandments of God.
chos don’t want this. They
Jesus Christ is our example of right thinking,
want their thinking imposed
doing and speaking.
on us (and the thinking of
People want status and praise of men rather
their guru, H.W.A.), but
than the approval of God.
not the ideas of the Bible.
Jesus Christ gives us freedom, not the binding
Study-research, and being
of the rules of men, and not that “yoke,” as Peter
led by God’s Holy Spirit, will
said (Acts 15:10).
submit to that desire God
The whole question was about keeping of the
has for us as Christians.
law of Moses and circumcision (see verse 5).
Only private independent study, coupled with
Reads Acts 15:11, which now applies to all
independent thinking, will bring truth and that Christians.
faith to us.
Do you understand?
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After a grueling battle with cancer, Dennis Craig
Hughes passed away on March 8, 2015, in Tyler,
Texas, at the age of 63. He leaves behind his wife
of 37 years, Paula Hughes; his children Eric and
his wife Chelsea Hughes, Alissa and her husband
Chris Asaff, Andrew Hughes and Sam Hughes; his
grandchildren, Ashlyn and Cale Asaff; his mother,
Jackie Hughes; his sister and brother-in-law, Pam
and Newt Cross; his mother-in-law, Gloria
Guilfoyle; his brother-in-law and sister-in-law, John
and Leonie Guilfoyle, and numerous nieces and
nephews. ¶ He was preceded
in death by his father, Denzil
Hughes; his brother, Rodney
Hughes; and his father-in-law,
Guy Guilfoyle. ¶ Dennis was
born Sept. 3, 1951, in Altus,
Okla., to Jackie and Denzil
Hughes. ¶ Growing up, he
excelled in mechanics, building and construction, as well
as racing cars and canoes.
He joined the Marines in
1969, serving as a hydraulics
mechanic on the F4 Phantom
jet. ¶ After an honorable dis- Dennis Hughes
charge in 1971 Dennis drove
a cement truck for Halliburton Services and worked
for Martech International, a diving company where
he piloted minisubmarines and took photos of
underwater oil pipelines. ¶ Dennis attended Blinn
College in Brenham, Texas, where he met Paula
Guilfoyle. They married May 7, 1977, and relocated
to Jourdanton, Texas, where Dennis accepted a
position as a drilling-fluids engineer for Dresser
Industries/Magcobar. Over the next few years, as
he accepted various promotions, he and Paula
moved from Jourdanton to San Antonio to Victoria
to Houston, where he was promoted to an executive sales position. ¶ Dennis and Paula moved to
Arp, Texas, in 1986 to pursue a family business in
the plant-farm industry. There they raised their four
children. ¶ Dennis completed his bachelor’s degree
at the University of Texas at Tyler in 1998. He was
the owner of Shiloh Oaks Enterprises, a building
and contracting company in East Texas and a
partner in Hughes Property Group. ¶ Dennis was
an energetic, generous, compassionate man with
a can-do attitude and a tremendous love of his
family and church. When diagnosed with an
aggressive form of cancer in the fall of 2013, he
remained dedicated to his work and determined
to fight his illness. He remained active and positive even throughout his final months. He is greatly missed by all who knew him. ¶ A memorial service was held March 14, 2015, at Tyler Sabbath
Fellowship in Whitehouse, Texas, to celebrate
Dennis’s life. ¶ The family thanks the nurses, doctors and staff at M.D. Anderson Cancer Center in
Houston, Texas Oncology in Tyler and The
Hospice of East Texas in Tyler for their dedication,
hard work and compassion shown to patients and
families. Donations may be made in Dennis’
name to any of the above organizations.
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Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers
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Plane Truth Part 12
Book, The Ruling Elite
he British empire profitably engaged in
piracy, slavery and drug trafficking
under various companies. British individuals
doing business as the British East India
Company . . . targeted China’s riches in the
18th century. It exercised monopoly powers
over territories, considered critical to Britain’s
interests. In 1715 it implemented a mass-scale,
long term monopoly drug addiction project in
China . . . Company policies included a reign
of terror, political control and all-encompassing exploitation privilege supported by the
Crown who received a percentage of the highly addictive opium profits.”
India was one of its exploited colonies until
Gandhi led a peaceful revolution against this
superior force.

“T

Global Predator (2010)
US Wars for Empire by Stewart Ross: The
US has been continuously waging war, even
preemptive and aggressive wars. Bent on
Manifest Destiny, to conquer the world, so
hatred of the US is global. Darwin reasoning
was used to justify the duty of the strong to
rule the least fit.
The great journalist I.F. Stone instructed
other reporters “All you have to remember is
two words: governments lie.” Authorities tell
lies, as to hide motives for war, usually for
profit, while claiming to liberate a people.
Indian wars
Vast buffalo herds that sustained the Plains
Indians were wiped out almost to the last
bison. Genocide of the Indians ended in 1890
with the massacre of the Sioux.
“So much of the American tradition of
war—savage, total, racist—was inherited from
the Indian Wars . . . tradition that generally
allowed for merciless attacks on civilian populations . . . the US has consistently rejected
international treaties . . . for protecting civilians against the horrors of war.” [The white
man did more scalping than the red man.]
“Such principles as the equality of man
were not applied to the yellow man or the
black or brown-skinned . . . the red.”
The US Calvary would have a diversion so
braves would leave the village, then mounted
soldiers would shoot through wigwams killing
squaws and children and pillage with fire. Similar practices were used in the Philippines later.
War with Mexico 1846-8
In 1846 President James Polk arrogantly
proclaimed war on Mexico claiming it invaded our land and shed US blood first, so
Congress followed. He provoked them to
attack. Really to further land for slave owners.
President Grant in his Memoirs told “I was
bitterly opposed and to this day regard the war
as one of the most unjust ever waged by a stronger against a weaker nation. It was an instance of
a republic following the bad example of European monarchies in not considering justice in
their desire to acquire additional territory.”
Mexico was outnumbered in population
20:7. Most of its army was made of Indians
and poor laborers handcuffed or roped in pairs
in press gangs and escaped when possible.
US gained 40% of Mexico, from California
through Texas. Critics “denounced the war as
a cynical calculated despoiling of the Mexican
state, a greedy land-grab from a neighbor too
weak to defend itself.”
US overthrew Hawaii’s monarchy by revolution fomented by US sugar planters.
Mexicans are taking back their land again,
using Spanish in their own TV, radio, newspapers, restaurants and culture in the US. So
Mexican President Vincente Fox said “Mexico
is one nation of 123 million—100 million who
live in Mexico and 23 million who live in the
US.” Most were destitute, crossing the border
illegally to work menial jobs.
Patrick Buchanan believes Mexicans have a
hatred of the US for robbing their land.
And US in the year 2050 will be a “multiracial, multiethnic, multilingual, multicultural conglomerate . . . a Tower of Babel, a replica of the Roman Empire after the Goths and
Vandals had passed it over.”
Spanish and Philippine wars
“As America would later do in every one of
its overt wars in the 20th century and beyond,
government propagandists promptly sought out
an individual in the enemy camp . . . to demonize. (Spanish) General Weyler was an easy
pick.” The US press exaggerated his acts and
made up lies so the US public would want to go

to war against Spain. Makeup staff and artists
painted a gruesome picture of him with proactive banner headlines and sensational appeals.
As the famous quote of Hearst said to his
reporter Remington when he was in Cuba “You
furnish the pictures, I’ll furnish the war.” US
newspapers warred, each trying to gain more
readership and sensational stories sold them.
US wanted to provoke a war (for US sugar
companies) so sent the USS Maine to dock in
Cuban waters. The battleship blew up. Remember the Maine became a battle cry. Teddy Roosevelt quickly blamed the Spanish, but the US
Navy Department remained neutral and said the
cause was unknown. Later found that munitions were too close to the steam engine furnace. Hearst offered a $50,000 reward for plot
details and had a War with Spain card game created. [Sound familiar? Like after 911.] Pounding the war drums. Hearst had begun his war
campaign two years earlier in 1896 by polling
every state governor to see if they were in favor
of intervening in Cuba and how many volunteers they could provide.
Editor of the NY Evening Post criticized
yellow journals for what they say and do to
promote sales, as “probably the nearest approach to hell existing in any Christian state.”
The Yellow Press portrayed Spain’s treatment
of Cubans as abominable, and the US view as
the great liberator to bring freedom to the
world’s oppressed.
Teddy and his Rough Riders won the war.
While the US promised to allow Cubans and
Puerto Ricans their independence, that didn’t
happen. He called the Spanish war the most
righteous war of the century.
War against Spain in the Philippines—US
troops purposely destroyed the carabao, a buffalo natives depended on for meat and transport and to cultivate rice leading to starvation.
If a US soldier did not bayonet or shoot a
Filipino prisoner he was interrogated by torture using the water cure (water boarding).
While the US press was reluctant to report on
US atrocities as unpatriotic, these stories were
of interest, and US soldiers’ letters sent back
home exposed them already, not censored as in
later wars. Telling of killing every native they
came across, including women and children.
“One general told reporters that it might be
necessary to kill half the native population in
order to bring perfect justice to the surviving
half. Similar to the infamous quote of a US
Army officer in Vietnam later forced to destroy
a native village in order to save it.”
While US companies as for sugar wanted
the Philippines, Cuba and Puerto Rico, the
general opinion of the elite is they did not want
these people to become US citizens, a racial
bias. So did not become US states and do not
benefit from US laws to protect their rights and
are thus exploited by US firms for cheap labor.
“The Great War” WWI
“Woodrow Wilson . . . invaded Mexico and
sent his warriors to Haiti and the Dominican
Republic where they blocked constitutional
government, reinstated virtual slavery, tortured, murdered and destroyed, leaving a legacy of misery that remains until today.”
Most Americans believe the myth that the US
was neutral until Germany became a threat to
the US. Wilson told his adviser Edward House
“If Germany won it would change the course of
our civilization and make the US a military nation.” [But we won, and that happened.]
Both British and German propaganda flooded the US, to join the Allies or remain neutral.
The British claimed Germans wanted to conquer the planet (though the British had already
1/4 of it!), kept peace feelers from reaching the
US or claimed these were just a ruse. Wilson
had his own propaganda group titled Public
Information disseminating hate-filled posters
and ads, urging patriotism. “German-Americans, war protesters and pacifists were to be
distrusted, despised, jailed and deported.”
He urged formation of the League of Nations, but the idea according to an editor of The
NY Times “This, in effect, recognized the British Empire as a permanent institution to be upheld by the whole world.”
The British allowed only six war correspondents to be embedded with its military, but
kept them from front lines where tens of thousands of soldiers died of agonizing deaths in
gas attacks. Only victories were permitted to
be reported. Many of the US dead were buried
in France, or off loaded quickly, to avoid the
true hideous nature of war. Mustard, phosgene
and chlorine gases were used in trench warfare. Besides deaths and maiming in battle,
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half were afflicted in US training camps! Add
disease, 62,000 died mostly of influenza.
Germany was not a threat to the US. The
1918 presidential candidate Eugene Debs said
“The master class has always declared the war,
the subject class has always fought the battles.
The master class has all to gain and nothing to
lose, while the subject class has had nothing to
gain and all to lose—especially their lives.”
The well-publicized 1934 congressional
hearings (as told in the best-seller book Merchants of Death) told how the US and their European brethren were in an arms manufacturers’ race, selling to both sides.
The US got into the war (as usual with a
false flag op) when the British passenger ship
Lusitania was sunk by the Germans with US
citizens on board. But it carried munitions to
Britain. First Lord of the Admiralty wrote a
week before the disaster “[It is] most important to attract neutral shipping to our shores in
the hopes especially of embroiling the US with
Germany (to join the Allies).”
“The Good War” WWII
General Marshal of the US Army Chief of
Staff met with Washington newspaper bureau
chiefs, swore them to secrecy and told them
we had broken Japanese naval codes. “And
that war with Japan would start sometime during the first ten days of December.” Churchill
and FDR planned for the Japanese to attack
Pearl Harbor to push the US into the war, sacrificing some 3000 lives as 911.
While claiming to be neutral, FDR planned
entry: He sent a bill to Congress for conscription; called the National Guard to active duty;
signed law for a two-ocean navy; clamped an
embargo on Japan for scrap metal and machine
tools; used US ships to aid Britain tracking
German submarines, and cannons were mounted on US merchant ships. He froze Japanese
assets, impounding all Japanese balances in US
banks, and kept all Japanese ships in US ports
from sailing—all before Pearl Harbor, Dec. 7.
British documents 30 years later were released
telling how Churchill and FDR tried to force an
event to justify war with Germany.
The first gunpowder factory of DuPont became a giant, and the family is one of the richest on earth now. Claimed to own the state of
Delaware, control US legislators and Supreme
Court Justices. The family urged the US join
both World Wars, aided Nazi armament before
WWII and blocked disarmament talks later.
FDR used radio fireside talks to lie on a grand
scale to the US public. Critics pointed out most
claims were ludicrous (as Bush later). But many
Americans believed him since in 1941 they believed US presidents don’t lie! On Dec. 4, the
Chicago Tribune banner headline announced
FDR had been lying all along about Rainbow
Five, for US armed forces to be ready for war.
He was aided by British propaganda in the
US as told in the book Desperate Deception:
British Covert Operations in the US 1939-44.
Gerald Campbell of the British Ministry of Information wrote about orchestrating news, films,
radio, sermons, photos, rumors and speeches in
a coordinated attack on the US public.
General MacArthur’s strange behavior: 9
hours after the Pearl Harbor attack had started
he allowed Japanese bombers to wipe out his
powerful air force on the ground in the
Philippines. Upon hearing the Hawaii attack
he locked himself in his office all morning and
accepted no phone calls. Later he was
advanced in rank and got the Congressional
Medal of Honor.
About 1/4 tonnage of Allied bombing was
dropped on civilians in cities, twice the amount
on industrial targets! Similar to dropping atomic bombs on mostly all civilians in Japan.
Aviator Charles Lindbergh spoke in 1941
“The three most important groups which have
been pressing this country toward war are the
British, the Jewish and the Roosevelt Administration.” He thought the Jews should be opposing the war, but he did say “Their greatest
danger to this country lies in their ownership
and influence in our motion pictures, our
press, our radio and our government.”
He later spent much time with enlisted men
in the aviation industry and told their stories,
about atrocities US troops committed. Slaying
prisoners, robbing dead soldiers, saving their
gold teeth. Even carrying home enemy bones,
a common practice as souvenirs, a customs
officer told him.
Horses were used for lack of gasoline, horses don’t have gas masks—“We did not have
enough gasoline to adequately supply the
German Air Force and the Panzer Divisions,
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so we used horse transport in all operations.
You must know that the first thing we did in
Poland, France, everywhere was to seize the
horses. All our material was horse-drawn.—
Nuremberg War Crimes Trial, Hermann
Goering” [Zech 14:12-15 points out horses
used in modern armies. Wars depend on oil.]
Korean war
“In 3 months of 1951 alone the USAF used
B-52s to systematically destroy every significant North Korean city and town, slaughtering
hundreds of thousands of defenseless civilians,
creating widespread homelessness, starvation,
disease and other miseries . . . By the end of the
war the Korean death toll reached nearly 3 million, mostly from US aerial bombardments.”
US troops shot refugees fleeing from battle
zones. “GIs blew up all the bridges behind
them often filled with refugees and burned to
the ground every dwelling they came across,
leaving a scorched-earth swath of destruction
behind them.”
Vast numbers of Chinese soldiers stormed
from the north and made up for lack of superior weapons with manpower and experience.
While many US troops were incompetent,
finally leading to a stalemate. North Koreans
and Chinese were found out later to suffer
from germ warfare inflicted by the US.
Vietnam war 1963-71
One book title about the US is Perpetual
War for Perpetual Peace: How We Got to Be
So Hated.
The US military secretly planned Operation
Northwoods, to create terrorism in the US
against US citizens to blame on Cuba to justify attacking it. Fly a commercial jet by remote
control [as 911?] and blow it up as a pretext to
fight Castro.
For Vietnam the false flag op was imaginary, no one got hurt but LBJ claimed he needed the Tonkin Gulf Resolution passed to attack
North Vietnam, yet it was prepared months
before. He said off the record with reporters
“that for all he knew the US Navy was shooting at whales out there.”
He got his war, 60,000 young Americans
died, many more wounded and drove millions
of antiwar protesters to the streets against the
National Guard with bayonets.
The US dropped 26 billion pounds, half
from air bombs, half from ground artillery
leaving millions of craters to pockmark the
ground making travel and farming difficult.
Some did not explode right away. Craters covered 423,000 acres from displacement of 3.4
billion cubic yards of dirt. Just small craters
filled with water, breeding areas for mosquitoes and malaria. Shards of exploded metal
pockmark the land hurting peasant livestock
hoofs and are in lumber of trees.
In Vietnam 373,000 tons of napalm were
used. Enlarged Caterpillar tractors demolished
forests quickly, but more so by Agent Orange
(12 million gallons) and other defoliants to wipe
out jungles. Anyone, including GIs, who
breathed the fumes or drank poisoned water
from them were sick for years. Women had a
high rate of miscarriages and birth defects. Included was dioxin the EPA later called the most
toxic to man. “The Pentagon insisted . . . that use
of such poisons was not chemical warfare and
that these chemicals were harmless to humans.”
The My Lai 4 Massacre was the turning point
of the war. US troops killed children, infants and
old men. After a while they would pause to eat
C-rations and smoke, then continue the carnage.
Word got back to the states these atrocities were
happening. Many admitted there were many
such events, even hundreds of My Lais, that My
Lai 4 was just the tip of the iceberg. Mothers
covered their children and were shot, and if a
child came out he was shot, babies were shot.
Many women were subject to the double veteran treatment, raped then killed in butchery fashion. The CIA Phoenix program featured torture
and assassination of civilians.
Desertion of GIs peaked above 7%. About
1/3 of US troops used heroin regularly, it was
so cheap. [One reason for the war was for the
drug trade.] Morale hit so low that GIs would
‘frag’ their officers or scare them with fragmentary grenades to avoid overly aggressive
missions. Roll a live grenade under the tent of
a sleeping officer. Fragging increased from 126
in 1969, to 333 in 1971, though many were
likely not recorded, or attributed to battle.
1st Iraqi war
Persian oil was extracted by the British who
profited greatly, as did some Persian leaders,
but the vast majority of Persians were poor.
This was typical as brazen exploitation by
Western oil companies and a tiny ruling elite
in Arab nations profited greatly.
The heart-wrenching story of an Arab
teenager told of Iraqis troops who put Kuwaiti
babies from incubators on the floor. Pure fabrication, a Hill & Knowlton fairy tale costing
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$11 million, from a photo exhibit for the UN to
lobbying of Congress to declare war. Six other
PR firms were working for Kuwait, too.
Whole blocks of Iraqi residential areas
including hospitals, mosques and churches
were destroyed with 88,000 tons of US bombs.
While NBC was given a first hand report on
this carnage and massive damage, it refused to
air the evidence. The Patriot missile was presented as very accurate in destroying scud missiles, but it was later found to be an almost total
failure. While the US claimed civilians were
not hit, civilians were principal targets.
US weapons as tanks were not even harmed,
armor-plated with Depleted Uranium, while
Iraqi tanks were pierced with DU munitions so
thousands were destroyed. The radiation hurt
US troops and is lasting in Iraq. Babies were
born with severe deformities, others died within a week of birth.
The Iraqi army was defeated and in retreat
with a white flag waving from each antenna of
a vehicle. But the USAF pilots called it a turkey
shoot. Some 2,000 vehicles including hundreds
of civilian cars, taxis and buses were bombed.
Called the Highway of Death.
Water and sewage plants were wiped out.
“Unknown to Americans, the US, through its
control of the UN Security Council, successfully prevented humanitarian aid from entering
Iraq for the next decade.” As well as blocked
importation of such things as flour-milling machinery and medical equipment, until the Washington Post and CBS 60 Minutes exposed this.
2nd Iraqi war
For the 2nd time in 12 years the US inflicted
preemptive attack on Iraq, as a bully picking on
a weakling. This time US troops would stay as
hated occupiers. “Under the cloak of national
security, US top elected officials embraced all
the trappings of a fascist state—a government
answerable to no one.” Critics wondered why
we were threatened by a poor nation 7000
miles away, and why we looted their museums
for artifacts. “Our nation is the greatest force
for good in history.”—G.W. Bush
Harold Pinter of the Guardian wrote “We have
brought torture, cluster bombs, DU, innumerable
acts of random murder, misery, degradation and
death to the Iraqi people and call it bringing freedom and democracy to the Middle East.”
Even 17 media workers were killed, 7 directly by coalition fire. The US press corps admitted that if they wrote anything against the US’s
unjustified war they would be kicked out of the
White House press pool and damage their careers. The US military secured Iraq’s oil industry intact.
Jessica Lynch was made out to be a heroine
in embellished stories of her bravery, with her
name on coffee mugs and T-shirts. But this
play-acting unraveled when she spoke out. The
toppling of Saddam’s statue was showcased to
appear it was spontaneous and pulled down by
Iraqis, but a US tank did so with a cable when
the area was almost empty of bystanders during
the staged event.
The war on terrorism and the 911 attacks
were a smokescreen to justify seizure of Iraq’s
resources and for military bases. And to justify
taking away of human rights of US citizens.
PNAC authors became key figures in the Bush
administration and wanted to amp US forces,
exploit other nations resources and take over
the world and even rule outer space.
US cruelty and arrogance showed up in Abu
Ghraib when trophy photos were posted online
showed US troops posed with Iraqi prisoners
under humiliating and brutal treatment. How
could the US be liberating them? Most all were
civilians captured though tortured for information using such means as electrical shocks to
genital parts while blindfolded. US troops
looked degenerate and depraved to inflict such
torture and to feel good about it in many videos.
September 11, 2001, attacks
Ross covers many anomalies of the 911 attacks and US response. As no jet intercepts
despite transponders off and no contact with the
FAA. The flights had so few passengers they
would normally be canceled.
Bush stalled an inquiry as long as possible
then appointed Kissinger to head it. But many
thought this was a conflict of interest. The New
Jersey girls (widows) asked him if Kissinger
Associates had any Arab clients, as the bin
Laden family. He began to fumble around and
ended the meeting. Next day he resigned. [The

Bushes have business dealings with the family
in the Carlyle Group and they were whisked out
of the US when all other flights were canceled.]
The 9/11 Commission finally reported their
findings admitting they were not looking to
blame anyone and did not. Their book did not
mention WTC7 collapsing as if by controlled
demolition though it was not hit by a jet. Never
before or since has such a steel-frame high-rise
building collapsed, and that in a few hours. It
and the Twin Towers fell at almost free fall
speed like elevators going down. The report did
not state the witness accounts of explosions
throughout the buildings. Or how aviation fuel
could cause vast amounts of concrete pulverized to dust clouds, or pools of molten steel.
Each jet had flight data and cockpit voice
recorders that are virtually indestructible but were
not found or revealed. Numerous security camera
tapes around the Pentagon were confiscated but
their contents not shown to the public. Why not?
Why would the Pentagon jet do an intricate
spiral to hit the only just reinforced wall? And
where was the jet debris? None of the parts of
4 jets that day were recovered and put back
together in a warehouse as normal practice.
“Let us never tolerate outrageous conspiracy theories concerning the attacks of 911 malicious lies that attempt to shift the blame away
from the terrorists themselves away from the
guilty.”—G.W. Bush. He at least allowed it, and
not one person was indicted in his conspiracy
theory. He later admitted Saddam had nothing
to do with the attacks and was no longer interested in capturing Osama. The FBI admitted it
had no hard evidence linking Osama with 911.
Ike warned of the Military Industrial Complex. It employs 1 in 10 US workers. The Pentagon boasts (quietly) it has 6000 PR people
and spends millions of dollars to lobby Congress to promote its own agenda. Add the PR
people for military contractors.
Myths, Lies and Oil Wars (2012)
By F. William Engdahl: G.W Bush called for
a new crusade, but quickly dropped the reference. Reminiscent of the ‘holy wars’ against
Muslims of the past, this time against Iraq.
Petroleum or oil was touted as a scarce item.
Supposed to be made from biological remains of
dinosaurs, a depleting energy source, Kissinger
said “If you control the oil, you control entire
nations.” The Germans found this out when
they literally ran out of gas, in both World Wars.
Germans used coal-fired engines a lot. And horses were used much in WWI, though needing 10
times the food of 3 soldiers. Nazis made synthetic oil, but not enough to win. While Allied
bombing of German civilians took its toll, lack
of oil was the key to losing to the Russians.
Britain in WWI was able to secure oil fields
in what became Iraq. Historian Michael Collin
said “If you want to rule the world, you need to
control oil. All the oil. Anywhere.”
The Rockefellers were dominant in oil companies [so much so that they were split up by
the US government to end the monopoly, but
that did not stop them]. To dominate more,
electric street cars of 45 cities were pushed out
of business for gas-guzzling cars and buses,
and people were urged to move to suburbs of
cities so cars were necessary for transport.
General Motors and Standard Oil were indicted
in 1949 of charges of conspiracy to gain control
of public transportation and destroy their competition. In 1951 they were punished with just a
$5000 fine. Passenger trains were the next to
go. They got Ike to build the US highway system to further their agenda, paid by taxpayers.
Oil was also used to make many products as
plastics, chemicals and fertilizers. And used to
transport food and other goods from distant
places. Oil was so useful it became a sacred
cow, not to be touched by anti-trust laws. [Even
further safe-guarded by the oil depletion
allowance.] The US oil cartel practiced methods used on US citizens first, then the world to
keep oil prices high.
In 1948 Rockefeller’s Standard Oil found the
largest oil deposit of Ghawar in east Saudi
Arabia. It was much cheaper to produce than in
Texas (close to heroin in its markup value), so
they used it to drive out small and medium-sized
US oil companies by flooding the market with
cheaper oil. In 1956 they came out with the idea
of Peak Oil, that it was running out and no more
was possible, in order to drive up prices. Despite
the fact that only a small percentage of the earth
had been searched for oil. The conclusion was
begun first, then data was added and trimmed to
fit the idea. Even British Petroleum in 2008
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claimed there is about 2 trillion barrels available.
OPEC fixed world prices for oil, dominated
by the Seven Sisters or Anglo-American oil
firms. Saudi Arabia had the most oil, but needed the protection of the US. The CIA had Iran’s
popular leader Mossadeq ousted for trying to
nationalize Iran’s oil and distribute the profits
to his people. Instead, the Shah was made the
US puppet who allowed BP to rule, then called
Anglo-Iranian Oil Co.
Bilderbergers met in Sweden in 1973 to plan
the 400% increase in oil prices. This shock would
reestablish the dollar which had deteriorated over
the years since it was taken off the gold standard,
backed by nothing. Orchestrated with the Yom
Kippur war against Israel by Kissinger in the US
and London, it was not an accident. Arab oil
nations would get the blame, demanding Israel
return to its pre-war borders, while OPEC would
cut production and raise prices.
This was a boon to New York and London
banks. The Shah of Iran profited greatly, sending
expensive gifts to the Rockefellers and others
who aided this surge of profit. The US prepared
ahead of time storing reserve oil, but claimed oil
was scarce. Alaska oil was now worth producing. Though the soaring oil prices aided old US
wells and new ones to be drilled as cheaper, and
alternative energy sources were sought. With
Nixon and Agnew forced out of office, Kissinger
became a virtual president, and he obtained the
Nobel Peace Prize. He helped turn the dollar into
a petro-dollar currency, or oil-backed one.
The US military had become old and obsolescence had set in, deemed needing to be revitalized.
Months before the oil shock, several think
tanks sponsored by the Rockefellers formed, as
the Club of Rome. It issued the book-length
report Limits to Growth which was like the Peak
Oil idea—based on cherry-picked facts, that the
world’s population could not be sustained so
needed to be reduced. It used computer modeling, but that is only as good as the underlying
data used. Similar to Kissinger’s memo of
NSSM-200 that the US would need to limit global population, as the old eugenics movement.
The elite were afraid too many people would get
out of control and want to share their wealth.
Nature’s Trust and World Wildlife Fund had
similar goals. Claiming nature needed to be
reclaimed from the cancer of too many people.
Maurice Strong put it bluntly for the elite’s
cause “Isn’t the only hope for the planet that the
industrialized civilization collapse? Isn’t our
responsibility to bring that about?” Many
NGOs formed to push this eugenics agenda
using environmental garb.
The oil shock contributed to alternate energy
sources as nuclear power plants, which ultimately pollute worse than other sources.
The Shah of Iran, despite the higher prices
for oil, ran into debt by lavish spending so
internal revolt ensued. He suppressed it with
brutal force by his secret police. Finally he had
to flee the country. Since Iran was in turmoil
and unlikely to pay its debt of $2 billion to
Rockefeller’s Chase Manhattan Bank, the only
way out was for Chase to make them default on
their loans, so the US would seize Iranian assets
and pay the debts. Despite Iran never missing a
payment. This move coincided with the 444day hostage crisis of the US embassy in Iran.
After which the Iran-Iraq war began over disputed land key to oil exports. The US had
secretly provoked the war by sending false
messages to both sides, armed both sides to the
hilt and supplied Iraq with chemical weapons
(later claimed by the US in possession by Iraq
for reason to invade it!).
Saddam was recruited by the CIA at age 20 to
help assassinate the uncooperative Iraqi prime
minister then. Later for the Iran-Iraq war he was
given intelligence about Iran to target weapons.
About 1985 the elite conducted a reverse oil
shock, reducing prices greatly so the Soviet
Union would collapse from bankruptcy, the 2nd
largest oil producer after Saudi Arabia. At the
same time Osama as CIA employee in Afghanistan fought the Soviets there supplied by the
US with stinger missiles, so it finally had to leave.
The reverse oil shock terminated many oil wells
in the US that had come back into production.
Controlling all oil, everywhere
Jimmy Carter announced what became the
Carter Doctrine, similar to the Monroe Doctrine
in the western hemisphere. Any assault in the
Persian Gulf would be met with US retaliation.
Saddam was in debt from the Iran-Iraq war, and
Kuwait was told to produce more oil to lower
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prices to punish Saddam for not giving up its oil
production to US companies in order to get out
of debt. [Add that the Kuwaitis were supplied US
slant drilling means so they extracted oil from
under Iraq land.] US ambassador to Iraq April
Glaspie (verified by transcript) told Saddam the
US did not mind if he invaded Kuwait.
“On 2-13-1991 US planes incinerated hundreds of women and children sleeping in the alArneriyah bomb shelter.” Saddam quickly
agreed to UN resolutions, but the invasion began
anyway. The idea was to control oil in the region,
including those newly formed nations from the
breakup of the Soviet Union rich in oil. The US
fomented this by funding and arming separatists
in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Georgia.
In 1992 the Pentagon issued the Defense
Planning Guideline that was leaked to the NY
Times citing the New World Order George
H.W. Bush had, making sure no new superpower emerged to challenge the US. In line
with what the Pentagon later would call Full
Spectrum Dominance of land, sea, air, space
and cyberspace. Vital resources had to be secured by military bases. Part of the plan was the
IMF to demand weak nations privatize their
economies and devalue their currencies.
The US conducted proxy wars, such as in
Chechnya, where a vital oil pipeline was. The
CIA trained others to fight Russians, including
massive hostage taking and killing many children.
New Russian revolution
Under Stalin’s mandate to become self-sufficient in oil, Soviets researched new ways to find
oil and found it in many of the wrong places
according to existing theory, that oil comes from
dinosaur remains. Too much oil had already
been found to attribute it to dinosaurs. It seemed
the earth produced oil coming up from the mantle. Even old wells would refill over time. And
vast new fields were found in many places, so
oil would never peak. The deeper oil was found
not to have traces of biological remains, so could
not be from life forms. Oil and natural gas would
rise in faults toward the surface. Of course, those
for Peak Oil tried to suppress this.
It would seem that Kissinger’s statement
could be reworded. “If you can’t control the oil,
you can’t control nations.” The Gulf of Mexico
was found to contain a great amount of oil comparable to Saudi Arabia, though very deep. Oil
can now be extracted from 7 miles deep.
Scientific American magazine came out with an
unscientific report trying to refute the new findings, claiming instead that prices would rise
ever upward. Campbell, one of the authors of
the article, had previously claimed oil would
peak in several earlier years, but each of his
prophecies failed. As Harper magazine pointed
out, a company wants the cupboard to appear to
be bare to keep prices high.
Even vast freshwater supplies were found in
great, deep reservoirs, though the shallower
ground water might have already dried up.
Many nations are looking to tap into these
water supplies.
“Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz
admitted only weeks after the collapse of Iraq
in 2003 that the invasion of Iraq was not about
terrorism. It was about oil . . . creating a permanent chain of US military bases in Iraq from
which to control and police the entire oil-rich
Persian Gulf . . . In June 2003 Wolfowitz told a
conference in Singapore . . . we had no choice
in Iraq. The country swims on a sea of oil.”
China was vying for oil rights there. It was persuaded to exchange the use of bikes to cars to
consume oil, so now it must import oil.
Cheney’s Halliburton got a no-bid contract
for reconstruction in Iraq after the war.
US’s Greater Mid-East war
The US instigated the Rose Revolution in
Georgia, to get it to join NATO, which really
should have been disbanded when the USSR
split up. Ukraine joined too, except it had the
Orange Revolution. In similar fashion, Tunisia
had the Jasmine Revolution to get it in line with
the US and was the first Twitter regime change.
The US was seeking a free trade zone from
Tunisia to the Mid-East within the decade.
“What Washington meant by the term free trade
was but a disguise for forcing open nation
economies in order to be taken over by US and
allied multinational corporations promoting
unregulated markets where they could tap into
underpaid workers to produce.”
Gaddafi’s Libya was doing so well, and was
an example to other nations to follow, away
from the American way that NATO had to use
air strikes. And with hardly an objection despite
such a blatant attack being a violation of UN
Charter. Of course, it is rich in oil. The US
claimed without proof that Libya’s air force
slaughtered innocent civilians. There was no
serious effort to find a peaceful solution. The
US determines who is evil and does the execution, too, without trial.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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Have you escaped the lusts of the flesh?
Or are you lacking the spirit of God?

H

“

is divine power has given to us all
things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge
of Him . . . by which have been given to us
exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption
that is in the world through lust” (II Pet 1:34). Have you escaped the corruption of
lust? Do you share in His divine nature?
“He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked” (I John
2:6). Do you conduct yourself in relation
to God and men just as Jesus Christ conducted Himself?
“And those who are Christ’s have crucified
the flesh with its passions and desires” (Gal
5:24). Are your physical comforts and
desires important to you?
“. . . That you put off, concerning your former
conduct, the old man which grows corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts, and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind, and that you put on the
new man which was created according to God, in
true righteousness and holiness” (Eph 4:22-24).
Is your fundamental approach different?
Are you like a new person or just a some-

what modified version of the old man?
“Do you not know that to whom you present
yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves
whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death,
or of obedience leading to righteousness?” (Rom
6:16). “Jesus answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I
say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of
sin’ ” (John 8:34). Are you still a slave of sin?
“Draw near to God and He will draw near to
you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify
your hearts, you double-minded” (Jas 4:8).
“Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God”
(2 Cor 7:1). Perhaps you have been trying to
clean your hands of sin, but have not succeeded after an extended amount of time.
What could the problem be?
“I will put My Spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will keep
My judgments and do them” (Eze 36:27). The
Creator makes His spirit, His mentality,
available. It is inseparably intertwined with
keeping His Statutes and His Judgments.
“And we are His witnesses to these things,
and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has
given to those who obey Him” (Acts 5:32). His

spirit is inseparably intertwined with obedience. Obedience to what? Certainly to
His statutes and judgments, i.e. His Laws.
“For by one offering He has perfected
forever those who are being sanctified . . .
‘This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, says the LORD: I will put
My laws into their hearts, and in their minds I
will write them’ ” (Heb 10:14, 16).
If you sin have you been perfected? If
you have not been “perfected” you don’t
have His Law written in your heart . . .
maybe something close, but it’s not His
Law. To have it in your heart is to do it
(Rom 2:14-15, Deu 8:2). Have you then
repented of all sin?
Do you know what is really important to
the Creator? Is all Moses’ instruction vital
or only some of it? Do you decide for yourself which is which or trust church leaders?
Do you know where His Statutes and His
Judgments are concentrated? Do you keep
them, or consider, like most of the churches of God, that they are not binding on
Christians, but only directly appropriate to
the culture of ancient Israel?
Do you understand the difference be-

tween the Law of God and the Law of
Moses? If you don’t know exactly what
His Law is, how do you know it is written
in your heart? Do you lump both bodies
of law together and decide for yourself
what to observe? This is again the historical approach of the churches of God,
thus they water down both.
All the divisions among them attest to
the fact that the leadership is not motivated by the unity of the spirit of God.
Divisions stem from carnality. No wonder
sin is still a problem; the leaders do not
have the love, joy, peace or many other
qualities of the spirit of God among themselves. Can the students, the congregation, excel the teachers in understanding?
Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Creator
through an in-depth study of His word,
diligently seeking Him. Don’t guess at
what is important to the Creator. Begin to
understand why David had to meditate
deeply on His Law and never claimed a
complete understanding.
CreatorsCovenant highlights what
others miss.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

Feast ’15 will be here before you know it!
We will begin printing the list of 2015 Feast of Tabernacles
sites in the April 2015 issue (No. 172) of THE JOURNAL.
You’re invited to send your information to The Journal at
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or
info@thejournal.org. Or fax it toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of the city nearest the Feast
site, the name of a person to contact, the name of the
sponsoring church, ministry, fellowship or individual and
the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days in the date. For example,
many observances this year will fall from Sept. 28 through
Oct. 5. The Feast is eight full days counting the last day but
falls on nine days or partial days on the Gregorian calendar.
To place an announcement or other advertisement about
your Feast site in the CONNECTIONS section of THE JOURNAL,
phone Linda Cartwright at (903) 636-4779 during office
hours U.S. central time, or write Linda at
lkcartwright@aol.com.

This historic photograph shows a Feast of Tabernacles observance near Big Sandy in the
early 1950s. The structure in the background is the original Tabernacle, also known as the
Redwood Building and later as the Roy Hammer Library. [Photo by Leo DuBry]
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Doom has come to you, you who dwell in the land:
the time has come, a day of trouble is near. . .” (Ezekiel 7:7).
— God’s Passover —
And as they were eating
Jesus Christ took BREAD,
blessed and BROKE IT, and gave
it to the disciples and said, “Take,
eat; this is MY BODY.” Then He
took the CUP, and gave thanks,
and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you. For this is MY
BLOOD of the New Covenant,
which is SHED for many for the
remission of sins”
(Matthew 26:26–28).
★ ★ ★

The Vital Passover in
God’s Master Plan

T

Dear Brethren,
he Bread and the Wine—Partaking of
these two symbols during the Passover
service in the Scriptural prescribed manner could mean a change from death to
LIFE! It is that serious! Each member
should seriously consider the true meaning of the
BREAD and the WINE before partaking of them
(Isaiah 52:13-15; 53:1-12). Do not let a minister con
you by lumping the two together by saying, “Sin
is sin.” Of itself that is true, but Jesus Christ
reveals a definite distinction between the two of
them. Oranges and apples are both fruit, but
there is a difference.
Passover a Testing Time—The Passover has
always been a time of testing for both ancient
Israel and for the members of God’s Church (II
Corinthians 13:5). And this year presents an even
greater TEST than ever before for each member!
The End-Time—Participating in the correct
Passover service should be all the more meaningful
when realizing we are at the very door of the horrors that have been prophesied to soon take place;
you will then be on your own! The wise grasp the
seriousness of the increasing frequency of disasters
striking this country along with the accelerating
problems in the nations of this world and realize
we are on the very precipice of the horrors to befall

this nation and the world (Daniel 12:10).
Protection—To be under the protective, caring love of Jesus Christ from all that each one will
soon be experiencing, there MUST be an ongoing
relationship with God the Father and Jesus
Christ. And the strength needed will come from
having observed the Passover in the manner prescribed by Jesus Christ, as was required by ancient
Israel on the night of the Passover in Egypt.
The BLOOD of Jesus Christ—Each member
must have the BLOOD of Jesus Christ over the
entrance of the heart and
mind as did Israel over the
door—the entrance into
their homes; otherwise
death will take place as
happened with the firstborn of the Egyptians.
God’s Curse on the
House of Joseph—When
considering the curse
from God on the House
of Jacob due to its abominable sins, it should be
realized just as the LORD
God came down from
His most high and holy
place to DELIVER His
people Israel (Exodus 12:114; 21-24), so will He come
down in Spirit to DELIVER His ELECT people,
Spiritual Israel (Revelation 3:7-13; 12:12-16), by having
them flee from spiritual Babylon (Revelation 18:4-5).
God’s Intervention—Whether He will manifest Himself to the leader of His Church, who
will be used by Jesus Christ to deliver His Elect as
He did with Moses to deliver Israel, is very possible but is questionable due to the prophecies of
the end time that make known when the
Philadelphia Church Era is to flee (Matthew
24:15-16).
God Is Watching—He will judge each one
according to the explicit writings concerning the
Passover service (I Corinthians 11:23-32). And to
partake of the incorrect Passover service, influenced by Satan the Devil through Mr. Tkach, that
is used in virtually all of the corporate churches, is

totally wrong and unacceptable by Jesus Christ—
and will lead to death unless there is a turnaround.
The Parallel of Egypt—“For I will pass
through the land of Egypt (symbolic of sin) on
that night, and will strike all the FIRSTBORN
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast,
and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD.”
Annual Renewal—The Passover is the time
of the year to once again RENEW the covenant
made with the Father and Jesus Christ at the time
of our repentance, baptism and the
receiving of God’s Holy Spirit (Act
2:38; Romans 6; Ephesians 2:1-3; Luke
22:14-20; John 6:53-54). And to
RENEW that covenant there must a
RELATIONSHIP, believing,
and
obeying, the TRUE teachings of God
and Jesus Christ our Lord.
How to Know—The true meaning of the distinction of the BREAD
AND WINE can be understood by studying the
Scriptures related to it along with the writings of
God’s late apostle (Mystery of the Ages, pages
211-213, “The Plain Truth About Healing,”
1979 publication).
Self-Deception—Members place themselves
in peril by deceiving themselves into thinking they
are all right by being with groups they know are off
course, but justifying themselves into remaining
with them because they themselves are still clinging to the original teachings (Jeremiah 17:9-10).
Off-Track Churches—have become the synagogues of Satan (Revelation 3:9). To remain with
them could very well take members back into
spiritual darkness along with those churches.
Scripture reveals: “They do not know, nor do
they understand; they walk about in darkness . . .” (Psalm 82:5).
Your friend and servant in Christ,
—Don Billingsley
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only.
Entire contents © 2015 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved.
The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication
and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the
respective owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is
made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Biblical Reporter
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

E

vanow Publishing has a new website. mankind and knows how they think. This
This website is called Biblical Reporter. Biblical Reporter only tells the truth and nothIt is “the newsletter of the Bible to the ing but the truth. God has the insight to know
what the world is thinking, no matter what
world.” (We will anmany assume. He is aware of every nook and
nounce the address,
cranny of everyone’s mind.
the URL, of the website in
No guessing allowed by any individual. This
a future issue of The Jourwebsite can never quote what you may think,
nal.) Most newspapers startbut each individual will read the Scripture and
ed to inform everyone on
decide for themselves what God is revealing to
the planet why they are actthem personally.
ing like they do (murder,
war) in the present time
Use Any Translation
frame. Everyone knows manIt matters not what translation is used, but the
kind is in a mess. The Bible
Art Mokarow
website will quote from the King James Bible
announces this world is in
Babylon, meaning a state of confusion. No one since so many prefer to use it. Every rendering
seems to know if this planet is going to be of the Bible is similar, but biblical words have
various values so please read what is the most
around much longer.
Journalists around the world love to discover understandable for each of you. Blue is blue,
trouble. Fear is a great motivator for human life and a variety of strengths, hues and tints of blue
because it is so tenuous. This article presents a dif- are still blue. Some days, especially on clear
days, one will always
ferent type of Joursee some value of the
nalist and this one
Journalists around the world love
color blue and this will
is the Managing
to
discover
and
report
on
trouble.
decide the Reports of
Editor with a host
Fear
is
a
great
motivator.
God. News reporting is
of traveling angels
the same. Each world
as reporters. God
event will be different
is the Managing
Editor of those angels and, once informed by for your truthfulness as to the intensity of the
His seven Ace Reporters, God steps in and problem. You can decide for yourself.
knows how to restore peace and abundance.
Getting Wild
A New Website
When Nebuchadnezzar, the king of New
The website will attempt to glean the truth of
what is transpiring not only on earth but the entire
universe. No guessing, assumptions or even theories. The Bible will watch for true results.
World behavior is the basis of what is actually going on and “the truth” of what is real and
what is false as well as who is lying. God made
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Babylon, looked to himself as the one making
him a successful king, he became a wild man
for seven years in “the wilderness.” He could
not think straight. After he repented, all was
well again. God allowed his Kingship to be restored (Daniel 4:22-26).
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

Issue No. 171 (March 31, 2015)

Check Scripture
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

but life keeps going for better or worse.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

This website will report the news in reference to worldwide events as given by journalists internationally. God as the Managing
Editor will quote under those world conditions
what action He will appropriately take, nothing
more or less. Then everyone can make up their
own minds. Nothing will be added. Of course
when foreign journalists and leaders lie it will
have to be taken into consideration.

Technological Warfare
In the beginning, mankind made use of their
hands and their backs. Today the world can be
destroyed with nuclear bombs, but the world is

What to Watch
There are those who will report what they
believe happened. Always check Scripture to
see if the facts obviously stated are precisely
“the truth.” If it cannot be proven, it is best not
to guess. Stay with what you prove to yourself.
Doomsayers will always speak about the
nearness of the end of the world. Check this
website, which has not gone beyond what is
actually taking place. Stay with the truth.
God takes action to restore what was lost
(the Purpose of God). Jesus said the same (Matthew 18:11). Christ gives a good example of
biblical reporting. If a report does not happen,
you do not have the answer.

still here. Technology gets more dangerous, but
mankind thinks they will destroy each other
(ecologically—too much carbon), but they
really do not know. Mankind becomes more
threatening even though history proves there
have always been extreme cycles.
There are new disAs an Example
eases with no known
Always check Scripture to see
cure that are spread
Presently (2015)
if the facts obviously stated are
by touching a pathe world is in turtient. Then there are
precisely ‘the truth.’
moil; people are
the comets from
being kidnapped
space that can end it
and killed. World
currency in almost every nation is in jeop- all. To watch and be careful is judicious, but
ardy. To those who refer to the end of the the world is still here as a planet. How can anyworld: Note that history has proven all pres- one know when Christ will come and the
ent events have taken place many times Kingdom of God will rule?
If you believe in God, this planet will not
before, and the world is still here. As yet, the
world has not ended since the death of end until much later. Notice the answer Jesus
Christ. There are worldwide catastrophes,
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Follow God
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Follow God
gave to His disciples. Read Acts 1:8. Even JeMankind just does not know how to run
sus does not know. It is in the power of God to their lives with productivity that brings happidecide when the world has gone too far.
ness. This was foreordained and has continBe watchful, yes, but remember everyone ually come to pass.
The Biblical Reporter just by this article has
has the free choice to repent. Instead of blaming yourself over foolish reasons like the shown how simple and easy the way of God is
greenhouse effect by claiming too much when everyone keeps their faith—In God and
carbon is released in the atmosphere, try to stop Christ.
The Biblical Reporter warns do not jump the
sinning. Stop dishonoring God. Stop lying,
stealing, murdering, dishonoring your husband gun, kill each other by following the behavior
of others. To live at peace in relative hard
or wife, and do not distimes, everyone must
honor your parents.
learn and understand
Mankind does need
Everyone needs God to tell them how
the truth.
to take better care of
to live the life that can give them the
This article hopetheir environment
success and joy everyone is striving for.
fully should be adeand the plants and
quate to see how simanimals, but how
ple it is to follow God
about changing their
through these confused, tempting times. Evways in reference to the purpose of God?
eryone could end up fighting God and not even
Everyone is destined to be like God: being
know it. As long as God is mankind’s reporter,
more moral instead of growing in immorality.
He will keep everyone on His pathway or help
Since World War II mankind’s behavior has
them find it when they get lost by asking for
escalated and is getting worse by the day. Then His help in faith.
and only then will God through Christ stop the
ways of the world to become like God. When Money a Test
Jesus returns, He will straighten out the enviMoney keeps everyone alive. At least this is
ronment rapidly. As Jesus said, mankind can do how mankind thinks. Every nation in the world
nothing. Everyone needs God to tell them how presently thinks only of money to buy things
to live the life that can give them the success that are needed for survival and personal wants.
and joy everyone is striving for (John 5:30).
The next act by God in 2015 and 2016 is
You think you should tell God how to take how to be without money and still exist as a nacare of His property? Everyone is trying to tion. Better yet, how to have some money so all
make a union better than anyone knows how to nations can make whatever money they have to
do. Mankind loves to tell God how to do His be enough. War is a final solution wanted by no
“job.” The workers always think they know one unless they are psychotic and need a lot of
how to run the company of God better than He help because their minds are sick. Everyone
does. Look what people do to each other and must examine the analysis of God to stop the
see the results of this mixed-up world.
world’s madness.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Christ Keeps Passover
With the Jews
y intent here is to show you why I contend erance for his crazy talk about forgiveness and love for sacrificial rites.
The next claim has been that Christ and the disciples
Christ kept Passover at the same time as fellowman, but as he drew bigger and bigger crowds
the Sadducees, and in the manner pre- and more and more people started whispering, “Is this kept a ‘private’ sacrifice, as opposed to the temple sacriscribed by the Torah. In the course of this, the promised Messiah!?” he inadvertently drew a larg- fice. While there may have been some that did so, especially if they lived a large distance from Jerusalem, this
I will be challenging widely held assump- er and larger target on his own back.
tions and teachings from the WCG and multiple
Then he really started making them mad when they was not the Biblical directive. See Lev 16:2-6.
Since Christ was obligated to follow God’s instrucWCG offshoots. Many lay members and ministers would question him, and his words made them look
claim these same assumptions and teachings to be fact. foolish in the eyes of the crowds. Remember the wom- tions, and this is clearly an applicable instruction, not a
I challenge these same professing experts to produce an ‘caught’ in the act of adultery? Uh-huh, where was tradition, then he had to have done exactly as God’s word
the verifiable documentation to back up their ‘facts.’ As the man? Talk about making friends and influencing said to do, or he would have failed in his mission! He
opposed to the typical circular reasoning and straw enemies! A sure way is to point out the sins of the would have relied on the priests to oversee the sacrifice
in the temple, and the blood would have been sprinkled
man arguments they have peddled for the last seventy judges right before they are about
as required.
years or more.
to execute ‘righteous’ judgFurther, the directive was that all males
First, let’s review the credibility of the groups claim- ment against one of their
were to make the pilgrimage: ‘three
ing that they are the ‘keepers of the truth,’ the main- own brother-in-arms’ soontimes thou shall keep a feast to me in
line WCG offshoots. Those being the UCG, Living, to-be-dead wife. I guarthe year . . .’ (Ex 23:14-15). We
PCG, RCG, et. al. They claim the existing calendar as antee that didn’t set
know Christ was very particular
used by the Jewish community is what God wants fol- well. There were plenty
of other examples I’m
to keep this requirement, even
lowed by His people today.
in the face of possible early
Now, if they are wrong on this, can you trust the rest sure you can relate to
arrest or death. One more
of their judgments? There may be some that are sin- as well.
Soon after his early
proof that Christ followed
cerely convinced of the righteousness of their posiGod’s word to the letter, as
tions. But! As HWA pointed out, this world is confrontations with
well as the spirit.
deceived, and, while a deceived person does not know the religious leaders,
You can easily verify the
they are deceived, the end result is still the same: They we read he was on their
historical record. Contrary
end up in the ditch. The end result of those who know short list for ‘neutralization.’ Now, let’s
to what the COGs claim, the
better is much worse.
record shows clearly God’s
Let’s see how creditable their claim of the Jewish say you really believe in
what you are doing as a
Passover sacrifice was made
calendar is.
on the afternoon of the 14th,
In 1940, HWA dealt with a claim that the start of righteous cause, and you
and the lambs were roasted and
the religious calendar was to be set according to the have an opponent who consiseaten on the 15th. If you want docmoon and the spring equinox. HWA addressed this in tently is making you look like a
umentation, please let me know.
a letter he wrote, which has been the apparent basis of fool in front of the very audience you’re
And we know the calendar Christ
all arguments against accepting any new knowledge on trying to sell to and impress. Are you going to
overlook a weakness in your opponent that your audi- observed was in agreement with the calendar the relithis matter from then to now.
gious leaders of the nation had sanctified and used.
While there are some who strive to find other ways ence would easily see once you point it out to them?
Yeah, that’d be like Crazy Horse telegraphing Custer Again, easily verified, if you are willing to open your
to prove the Jewish calendar is the correct one, the
claim that HWA is the apostle and he received revela- and telling him how many braves were waiting for him. eyes to the truth!
We know there is not one shred of evidence the relition from God is a central premise for most who refuse Noooo, you’re going to take every advantage you can!
Remember, these folks thought they were working for gious leaders were able to bring any claims against Christ
to consider new information.
Now, that alone should set off glaring red lights in God, but we know they were working under the influ- that would discredit him to the people by claiming he
your brain. We are told by God to never place any man ence of Satan. Does Satan give any quarter? I read no observed a different set of laws.
It’s key that we understand the Passover is the sacabove God’s word. But, if you dig deep, you will be hard evidence that any of the religious leaders could prove
pressed to find any minister still holding to HWA tra- Christ did anything against the written requirements of rifice. It is not a festival! It is not a Holy Day! The
ditions who does not have this as their central mind-set. God. If he had, rest assured they would have used it in lambs were killed as a sacrifice. Why? For the blood!
That aside, let’s see what they are hiding from you on his trial. But they didn’t.
There is no remission of sin without the shedding of
My conclusion is, Christ kept the correct days; they blood (Hebrews 9:22). The blood was required for the
this issue. The letter in questions says, and I quote,
“They had the calendar correct at the time of Christ. couldn’t condemn him for keeping the wrong days (or ancient Israelites’ salvation physically. They were told
They figured Passover, all the feasts, as He did. In 70 they would have); therefore he must have been fol- to roast the lamb with fire and eat it.
A.D. the Jews were scattered into every nation. The lowing their lead. Again, therefore both he and they
But the critical part of this was not eating the meal.
present ‘Jewish calendar’ had come down intact without must have been keeping the same days. Otherwise it They could have killed a lamb and roasted it, but they
change since 100 A.D.—that much is proved by history” would have been so easy to charge him with violating would not have been saved if they had not collected the
So what does history really show? Hillel 2 started the God’s Torah!
blood and painted their door frames with it!
There is absolutely no argument from any COG that
In like manner, Christ is our Passover. The critical
modifications from an observational-based calendar to
a calculated calendar in CE 388/9. Previous to this time, anyone other than the Sadducees controlled the temple. aspect of him fulfilling that position is: He died and
the new crescent was observed, and the start of the Temple rites were under the sole control of this sect. spilt his blood! And his blood was applied to our sins.
month was then declared. Calculations were used only Now, they and the other sects weren’t always in agree- As my wife says, his blood is painted on the doorposts
to verify the crescent was theoretically visible so wit- ment, but, since there was no way to claim the temple of our heart. If it had not happened, then we do not
receive protection, justification
nesses could be tested to make sure
and salvation.
they were being honest. (They
If the Israelites did not do what
were rewarded for being the first
The religious leaders of Christ’s day
they were told to do, when they
to sight the crescent and report it
were told to, in the manner they
to the leaders in Jerusalem.)
didn’t condemn him for keeping the wrong
HWA was dead wrong when he
were told to do it, then God would
said the calendar used by Christ
not have passed over them. HWA
days, therefore he and they must have
was the same as used by the Jews
was right about one thing.
in 1940, and had never changed. I’m
The Jews are sticklers for getbeen keeping the SAME days.
willing to give him the benefit of
ting their history correct. They
the doubt on this, since in 1940 he
have never forgotten the timing of
may not have had easy access to
that event. Christ did not get the
the research materials needed to
timing wrong either. He was the
was not the center of worship for the nation, what they perfect sacrifice. Offered by the Romans (as proxies
back up his claims.
But every COG since then has had that access, and they all said went. History is clear on what they followed.
for the Jewish leaders) at the perfect time!
There is an almost endless supply of sources, and all
If we refuse to see truth when God places it in
still hold to this claim!!! If they have documentation that
contradicts what they say, well, I leave it to you to con- of them state the Passover sacrifice was made at the front of us, then are we refusing to take advantage of
temple in the end of the 14th, most stating between that sacrifice? If we do as the Pharisees did, and make
clude their motives.
Now it’s your choice to decide how much credence three and six PM, with the exception of when the 15th our traditions more important than learning God’s
fell on a Sabbath, and the sacrifice was pushed back truth, are we throwing away the blood Christ sacriyou place in the rest of what they tell you.
Now let’s look at the timing of the days Christ one to two hours. I can find not one source that sup- ficed for us?
While the Jews were killing the lambs for their Passobserved. We know the Pharisees (the predecessors of ports the claim some of the COGs make that some
the Rabbis), scribes and Sadducees were all in agreement sects offered the sacrifice on the beginning of the 14th. over, to commemorate their deliverance and physical salthat this Jesus guy was trouble, and he had to go. He was I challenge anyone to come forward with a verifiable vation, Christ was dying at that same exact time, fulfilla rabble-rouser, was likely to draw the wrath of the most source supporting any historical evidence that any ing God’s requirements for our deliverance and salvation.
None of us denies that Christ was dying while the
powerful army of the world down on Israel, and could group consistently did so.
cause death and destruction to the citizens of Israel. In
The priests were adamant the sacrifice could not be Jews were sacrificing their Passover lambs.
Can you not see how the time of his death is the
their mind, they were doing God a service by protecting performed prior to the time appointed, therefore it
God’s people. Never mind it helped their bottom line as was impossible for the disciples to have a lamb taken final proof they were right in their timing? If they were
well, but a workman’s due his wages, right?
to the temple, sacrificed and then returned to Christ wrong, then was the sacrifice Christ made in vain? Was
So at the beginning they might have had some tol- for consumption before the Sadducees started their the blood he offered for you one day late?

M

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

17

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

18

Issue No. 171 (March 31, 2015)

www.TheWorldTomorrow.org / The Obedient Church of God / TO COG

STOP SINNING...

. . . Right after Passover by having the Passover on the 15th!
REPENT—WAKE UP! Realize you are “DIS”obeying Torah Numbers 9:3

W

e “ARE” the only Church Restoring All
Things, back to the way they were in Paul’s
time of the 1st Century, making TO COG the
1 and only Remnant Group that is “IDENTICAL” to the 1st
Century Church.
When and where in the Bible did God move the
Passover from the end of the 14th to the beginning of the
14th?
OR
To the Night of the 15th Dankman? To have the
Passover on the 1st Day of Unleavened Bread? YOU are
“DIS”obeying God via God’s words of Numbers 9:3.
And to other “DIS”obedient offshoots, we ask you:When
and where in the Bible did God say to have the Passover
“BEFORE” the lambs are killed? Just Answer that question,
you lying Sinisters, who refuse to Repent.
The Correct answer is:
1.) Nowhere in the Bible did God change the
Passover backwards to the end of the 13th at the
beginning of the 14th just after the 13th ends! NOWHERE! The Passover has always been, and still is,
“after” the afternoon of the 14th, at twilight just
before the 15th starts. BECAUSE
2.) You CANNOT have the Passover “before” the
lambs are killed. REPENT, you Sinisters, or burn in Hellfire
for your stubborn willful DISobedience. AND . . .
3.) You can’t have Passover “Before” Christ is crucified. Period.
You ministers are evil. Lying devils. And . . .
4.) It is the will of your father the devil that you do,
BECAUSE YOU READ THIS LAST MONTH, but you
refuse to repent. That makes you EVIL, sons of the Devil,
as proven by the FACTS and PROVEN BY your ACTIONS.
5.) Your moving the Passover IS a “SIN.” AND . . .
6.) YOU ARE CAUSING all the members of the offshoot Churches of God TO SIN. 7.)
By telling them to “follow you” in your SIN.
Passover/the Bread and Wine are taken at twilight just
(15 minutes before Nisan 15) and swallowed 5 minutes
“before” the 15th starts. Read it in Numbers 9:3 = twilight
= and after the lambs are killed. . . . Make straight the way
of the Lord. John 1:23 = “not” crooked.
Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT” children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as “proven” by
the following Facts on this page.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having them do: = such as Passover on the 15th or having
Passover at the beginning of the 14th “Before” the
Lambs are killed instead of “after” the lambs have been
killed (which means: do Passover on the 14th at just “15”
minutes before the 15th Numbers 9:3) or ministers telling
you “not” to have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when
Yah said “DO “THIS”“THIS”“THIS” LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24. = DO THIS LAST DINNER 2 DAYS BEFORE PASSOVER.
(The Last Dinner is “NOT” the Passover, so do not think
that you are having 2 Passovers, because you have
the Last Dinner at least 12 times a year every New
Month Day like David and the King did. 1 Samuel 20:5.
David answered: “Tomorrow is the new moon, when
I should in fact dine with the king.)
Realize that because of the above FACTS that your minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are “NOT” following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
Radical Gestalt for you to understand: YOU HAVE
“NOT” GROWN IN 43 YEARS, since 1972!
Therefore REPENT and grow, “ALL” YOU MINISTER
offshoots, and members of the offshoot Worldwide
Churches of God! All of YOU “REPENT”!
For you not to be like the Devils (who do NOT do “all”),
you must do “ALL.” Unless your righteousness EXCEEDS that of your Minister, you will NOT enter the
Kingdom. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:20.
Wake up. It is said that “seeing is believing,” BUT THE
TRUTH “IS”: BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Once you start turning your wheel of understanding to
obey “every” jot of Yah’s Bible, “then” God’s Power Steering
cuts in. Therefore: “Believing is Seeing,” YOU must be more
diligent than you Sinister minister, and believe “every” jot of
your Bible and NOT just what your Sinister says. Jesus said
that if you are not better than your Sinister, you will NOT
enter the Kingdom! Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT”
children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as
“proven” by the following Facts on this page.
When “YOU” move to obey, “then” God will move you to
understand. God works like power steering: When you turn
the wheel (change your way), “then” God’s Power cuts in.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having you do (= such as Passover on the 15th instead of the
14th, 15 minutes before the 15th), or ministers telling you
“not” to have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when Yah said
“DO this LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me,” then that
minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are NOT following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
Truth is not just something that you believe. Truth is

something that “IS,” and CANNOT be argued about. Read
your Bible and see and FOLLOW what is written and
NOT what your Sinister says! Your ministers keep you in
ignorance of God’s Knowledge by design, because he takes
away your ability to think and follow Yah’s Bible.
You MUST obey “ALL” of God’s Bible, to be one of His. “IF”
you do [all] of what I say, then you are my disciples. Ergo:
“IF” you do not do [all] of what I say, then you are
NOT my disciple [you are Satan’s Disciple]. John 8:31.
Now the pennies start to drop and you realize that you
MUST do “ALL,” because the Devils know and as you do
not murder people so the Devils do not murder people, but
the Devils do “NOT” do “ALL.” Therefore, for you not to
be like the Devils (who do NOT do all), you must do “ALL.”
You cannot choose to omit parts of God’s Bible
such as omitting:
1.) Omitting Ezekiel 46:3 You Shall attend a worship
Service on New Month Day every month. Isaiah 66:23 The
Whole world will have to attend a worship Service on New
Month Day every month.
2.) Omitting Zechariah 8:19 4 Fasts plus Atonement.
3.) Omitting Deut 16:16 3 Pilgrimage Feasts a year, NOT
just 1.
Omitting Jeremiah 10:2 Learn Not the way of the
Germans, Russians, Americans.
Do not add to God’s Bible Deut 12:32.
Don’t preach other ways/gospel Galatians 1:6, 9. Turkey
gOD Day—The goose that is revered for giving its life for its
young, the Cosmic Goose that laid the egg that Ra/Osiris
sprang forth from.
Mother Goddess Day—the Springtime Feast of Ghia the
great whore mother who fornicated and gave birth to all the
Gods and Goddesses.
Sky Fathers Day—the longest day of the year.
Jeremiah 2:23 How can I say I am not polluted? Jeremiah
2:25 . . . For I have loved the aliens and after them I will go.
Your Sinisters do not preach this to you! So we, TO COG,
have to because: Luke 12:48 He who did not know will
receive a BEATING.
Realize the greatest form of control is: For you to be sitting in a prison cell of ministers’ deception, and not
knowing you are in a cell of ministers’ deceptions.
The BIGGEST TERRORISTS “ARE” YOUR MINISTERS, because your Ministers will destroy your ETERNAL life FOREVER, while Terrorists in the street will only
destroy your mortal Life. www.TheWorldTomorrow.org
A Matter of LIFE or Death for you! Why ARE you
obeying men/your sinister instead of obeying God?
Your Sinisters REFUSE to follow Yah’s Bible, proven by the
FACTS of what sinisters do and refuse to Follow.
AN OPEN LETTER TO MEMBERS
OF GOD’S FAMILY:
Fellow Members of God’s Family, God’s little flock.
After last month’s printed admonition to all the Ministers
to STOP MOVING God’s Sabbath to Friday, Sinisters “ARE”
“still” moving God’s Saturday 7th day Sabbath to
Friday in 1/2 the World. = FACT Therefore your Sinisters
are Devils, AS “PROVEN” BY THE FACTS! “PROVEN” by
the “FACTS” of what they “DO.” Unless YOU “choose” to
ignore FACTS. Be HONEST. Please ask your Sinisters:
“WHY” (little they) do “NOT” obey the Bible words
of MIGHTY Yah/GOD. ASK Them!
This is a plain FACTUAL statement, because:
“FACTS” “PROVE” your sinisters do “NOT” obey God.
That is a FACT, FACT, FACT. Period. Believe “FACTS.” Why
ARE “you” obeying men/your sinister “Instead” of
obeying God?
Ask Yourself! You can “read” your Bible, Deut 16:16. 3
Pilgrimage Feasts a year just like Yeshua’s Family did for
Passover Luke 2:45. So why do you go along with 1? You
can READ and FOLLOW your Bible, but your Sinisters REFUSE to read and Follow God’s Bible!
You MEMBERS are in trouble with God, for none
ever hardened his heart against God or God’s true
church, and prospered long.
The contempt and scorn with which you Ministers treat
TO COG, and the little value you Sinisters set upon TO
COG, are noticed, by God.
A door was opened for the preaching of the Gospel, BUT
we the TRUE TO COG have many adversaries, and these
powerful adversaries would use rage and persecution and
personal attack, BUT not FACTS.
Radical Gestalt for you to understand:
For you members “NOT” to be like the Devils (who do
NOT do “All”), you must do “ALL.” Unless your righteousness EXCEEDS that of your Sinister, you will NOT
enter the Kingdom. For I tell you, unless your righ-

teousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew
5:20. Wake up, fellow Brethren. It is said that “seeing is
believing,” BUT THE TRUTH “IS”: BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Once you start turning your wheel of understanding To
Obey “every” jot of Yah’s Bible, “then” God’s Power Steering
cuts in. Therefore: “Believing is Seeing,” YOU must be more
diligent than your Sinister/minister, and “YOU” MUST
believe “every” jot of your Bible and NOT just what your Sinister says. Jesus said FOR if you are not better than your
Sinister, you will NOT enter the Kingdom! Father is trying to
raise “OBEDIENT” children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as “proven” by the following Facts on this page.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having them do: = such as Passover on the 15th or having
Passover at the beginning of the 14th before the Lambs
are killed instead of “after” the lambs have been killed
(which means on the 14th at just “15” minutes before the
15th Numbers 9:3) or ministers telling you “not” to
have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when Yah said “DO
“THIS” “THIS” “THIS” LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me.”
1 Corinthians 11:24. = DO THIS LAST DINNER 2 DAYS BEFORE PASSOVER.
(The Last Dinner is “NOT” the Passover, so do not think
that you are having 2 Passovers, because you have
the Last Dinner at least 12 times a year every New
Month Day like David and the King did. 1 Samuel 20:5.
David answered: “Tomorrow is the new moon, when
I should in fact dine with the king.)
Realize that because of the above FACTS that your minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are “NOT” following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
====================================
Truth is not just something that you believe. Truth is
something that “IS,” and CANNOT be argued about.
====================================
Read your Bible and see and FOLLOW what is written
and NOT what your Sinister says! Your ministers keeps
you in ignorance of God’s Knowledge by design, because he
takes away your ability to think and follow Yah’s Bible.
You MUST obey “ALL” of God’s Bible, to be one of His.
“IF” you do [all] of what I say, then you are my disciples.
Ergo:
“IF” you do not do [all] of what I say, then you are
NOT my disciple [you are Satan’s Disciple]. John 8:31.
Now the pennies start to drop and you realize that you
MUST do “ALL,” because the Devils know and as you do
not murder people so the Devils do not murder people, but
the Devils do “NOT” do “ALL.” Therefore, for you not to
be like the Devils (who do NOT do all), you must do “ALL.”
You cannot choose to omit parts of God’s Bible
such as omitting:
1.) Omitting Ezekiel 46:3 You Shall attend a worship
Service on New Month Day every month. Isaiah 66:23. The
Whole world will have to attend a worship Service on New
Month Day every month.
2.) Omitting Zechariah 8:19, 4 Fasts plus Atonement.
3.) Omitting Deut 16:16 3 Pilgrimage Feasts a year, NOT
just 1.
4.) Omitting Jeremiah 10:2 Learn Not the way of the
Germans, Russians, Americans.
5.) Do not add to God’s Bible Deut 12:32.
i.) Turkey gOD Day—The goose that is revered for giving
its life for its young, the Cosmic Goose that laid the egg that
Ra/Osiris sprang forth from. http://www.forthenations.
com/Thanksgiving.pdf.
The fall Harvest Home Festival of Ceres is SATANIC. You
cannot participate in it.
ii.) Mother Goddess Day—the Springtime Feast of Ghia
the great whore mother who fornicated and gave birth to all
the Gods and Goddesses.
iii.) Sky Fathers Day—the longest day of the year.
So we, TO COG, have to do this Ad for you because: Luke
12:48 He who did not know will receive a BEATING.
Jeremiah 2:23 How can I say I am not polluted.
Jeremiah 2:25 . . . For I have loved the aliens and after them
I will go. Don’t preach other ways/gospel Galatians 1:6, 9.
Your ministers/Sinisters do not preach the above truth to you!
====================================
Realize the greatest form of control is: For you to be sitting
in a prison cell of ministers’ deception, and not
knowing you are in a cell of ministers’ deceptions.
====================================
The BIGGEST TERRORISTS “ARE” YOUR MINISTERS because your Ministers will destroy your ETERNAL
life FOREVER while Terrorists in the street will only destroy

Since “YOU” did not observe the Passover
“correctly” on Sabbath April 4 twilight (via God’s
Sacred Bible Calendar), you can still repent and
observe the Passover next month on the 14th.
For video of Sabbath March 28, 2015, go to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KxrxKzrGFC4

your physical Life.
Solution: Instead move yourself to Obey Yah, and
“NOT” your Minister. When “YOU” move to obey, “then”
God will move you to understand. The Spirit is given to
those who obey. Acts 5:32 “NOT” to those who
DISobey. God works like power steering: When you turn
the wheel (change your way), “then” God’s Power cuts in.
Make straight the way of the Lord. John 1:23. Not crooked
like your ministers do. Repent for the time of the end is at
hand. Again I say: Make straight the way of the Lord. Come
out of Egyptian Turkey gOD day, Sky fATHERS DAY, MOTHER
gODDESS DAY and OTHER false MINISTERS’ ways, OR
BURN IN HELL, by following “DIS”Obedient Ministers Rev 22:15. where death and darkness reign. Whoever
“PRACTICES” A LIE will “NOT” be in the Kingdom, but
will be thrown into Hellfire. That is how SERIOUS it is
for you to STOP following your lying Ministers, who
do “NOT” follow God’s Bible, as proven by the FACTS!
You never know how much you really believe anything until
its truth or falsehood becomes a matter of life and death
for you. C.S. Lewis. The Solution IS for you to BE like a
Berean: These Jews were more open-minded than those in
Thessalonica . . . May all the hearers of the gospel become
like those of Berea, receiving the word . . . Acts 17:11.
Radical Gestalt for you to understand:
For you not to be like the Devils (who do NOT do “all”),
you must do “ALL.” Unless your righteousness EXCEEDS that of your Minister, you will NOT enter the
Kingdom. For I tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven. Matthew 5:20.
Wake up. It is said that “seeing is believing,” BUT THE
TRUTH “IS”: BELIEVING IS SEEING!
Once you start turning your wheel of understanding to
obey “every” jot of Yah’s Bible, “then” God’s Power Steering
cuts in. Therefore: “Believing is Seeing,” YOU must be more
diligent than you Sinister minister, and believe “every” jot of
your Bible and NOT just what your Sinister says. Jesus said
that if you are not better than your Sinister, you will NOT
enter the Kingdom! Father is trying to raise “OBEDIENT”
children. Your sinister is raising “DIS”obedient children, as
“proven” by the following Facts on this page.
When “YOU” move to obey, “then” God will move you to
understand. God works like power steering: When you turn
the wheel (change your way), “then” God’s Power cuts in.
When members SEE that “what” their ministers are having you do (= such as Passover on the 15th instead of the
14th, 15 minutes before the 15th), or ministers telling you
“not” to have Yah’s Last Dinner on the 12th, when Yah said
“DO this LAST Dinner in Remembrance of Me,” then that
minister causes you to be EVIL.
When you realize that the ministers are NOT following
God’s Bible, then the ministers will lose their Hitler type control over you!
Truth is not just something that you believe. Truth is
something that “IS,” and CANNOT be argued about. Read
your Bible and see and FOLLOW what is written and
NOT what your Sinister says! Your ministers keeps you
in ignorance of God’s Knowledge by design, because he
takes away your ability to think and follow Yah’s Bible.
You MUST obey “ALL” of God’s Bible, to be one of His. “IF”
you do [all] of what I say, then you are my disciples. Ergo:
“IF” you do not do [all] of what I say, then you are
NOT my disciple [you are Satan’s Disciple]. John 8:31.
Now the pennies start to drop and you realize that you
MUST do “ALL,” because the Devils know and as you do
not murder people so the Devils do not murder people, but
the Devils do “NOT” do “ALL.” Therefore, for you not to
be like the Devils (who do NOT do all), you must do “ALL.”
You cannot choose to omit parts of God’s Bible
such as omitting:
4.) Omitting Ezekiel 46:3 You Shall attend a worship
Service on New Month Day every month. Isaiah 66:23 The
Whole world will have to attend a worship Service on New
Month Day every month.
5.) Omitting Zechariah 8:19 4 Fasts plus Atonement.
6.) Omitting Deut 16:16, 3 Pilgrimage Feasts a year, NOT
just 1.
Omitting Jeremiah 10:2 Learn Not the way of the
Germans, Russians, Americans.
Do not add to God’s Bible Deut 12:32.
Don’t preach other ways/gospel Galatians 1:6, 9. Turkey
gOD Day—The goose that is revered for giving its life for its
young, the Cosmic Goose that laid the egg that Ra/Osiris
sprang forth from.
Mother Goddess Day—the Springtime Feast of Ghia the
great whore mother who fornicated and gave birth to all the
Gods and Goddesses.
Sky Fathers Day-by longest day of the year.
Jeremiah 2:23 How can I say I am not polluted. Jeremiah
2:25 . . . For I have loved the aliens and after them I will go.
Your Sinisters do not preach this to you! So we, TO COG,
have to because: Luke 12:48 He who did not know will
receive a BEATING.
Realize the greatest form of control is: For you to be sitting in a prison cell of ministers’ deception, and not
knowing you are in a cell of ministers’ deceptions.
The BIGGEST TERRORISTS “ARE” YOUR MINISTERS, because your Ministers will “DESTROY” your
ETERNAL life FOREVER while Terrorists in the street will
only destroy your mortal Life.

“For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a
terrifying expectation of judgment and THE FURY OF A FIRE WHICH WILL CONSUME THE ADVERSARIES” (Hebrews 10:26-27).
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Did Paul Silence Women in Corinth?

I

n the January 31, 2015, edition of The Journal, Art
Mokarow made the following statement on page 10
under the heading “No

Gossiping”:
“Paul warned the women in the
Church to be silent—not causing any
gossip or backstabbing. Instead, they
should go home peacefully and discuss
what they and their husbands learned.”
What about women who have no husbands? In some of our churches there are
up to 50% of such women who are either
single, divorced or widows.
Mr. Mokarow is citing 1 Corinthians
14:34-35.
Here are the two verses in the King
James Version.
“Let your women keep silence in the
churches; for it is not permitted unto them
to speak, but they are commanded to be
under obedience [Gr. hupotasso], as also
saith the law. And if they will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at home;
for it is a shame [Gr. aischros] for women to
speak in church” (Emphasis added).
First, some observations:
The italicized phrase “they are commanded” was an addition by the translators; it is not in the original Greek.
Further, hupotasso is more correctly
translated “submission” rather than “obedience.”
And the word translated as “shame” in
verse 35 is the Greek word aischros—the
same word translated as “filthy” elsewhere, as in “filthy lucre” (1 Timothy 3:8).
Most churches, and most Churches of
God, and Mr. Mokarow say this means
women must be silent in the church.
UCG specifically said in their paper
“The Biblical Role of Women”:
“ ‘Women should not speak,’ ” that is,
preach or teach before the congregation”
(emphasis added).
It is interesting that women are
allowed to sing before the congregation,
which is not exactly being silent.
Be that as it may, these two particular
verses have been used for centuries by
Christian churches to silence women and
prevent them from speaking in the
church.
But is this really what these scriptures
say? Or is there a more correct translation and interpretation.
Both Men and Women Spoke
in Corinth Church
Notice in 1 Corinthians 11:5-6 Paul
gives specific instructions to men and women
who pray and prophesy in church on how it is
to be done.
“Every man who prays or prophesies . . . ”
“Every woman who prays or prophesies . . .
It is totally unbelievable that Paul
would reverse himself in the same book
he is writing only three chapters later!
He is speaking about church services in 1
Corinthians 11:5, where he expressly
instructs women praying and prophesying in
the same way as the men were.
And in verse 1 Corinthians 14:31 he
reiterates the concept of letting ALL
prophets speak. That included women who
prayed and prophesied. Women who prophesied were prophets, and prophets
spoke in the Church, as 1 Corinthians
14:3 clearly states: “But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation
and comfort to men.”
What Law Forbids Women
to Speak?
To what law is Paul referring when
he says “for they are not permitted to
speak, but they are to be submissive, as
the law also says”? There is no law in
the Old Testament that forbids
women to speak.
There is not even one statement
in the Old Testament that requires

submission of women or their obedience.
There is only one law that specifically forbids women to speak in the
assembly—and that is the Oral Law
of the Jews, later written down and
known as the Talmud.
The great German lexicographer
Johann Friedrich Schleusner in his
Greek/Latin Lexicon says, “The expression
‘as ALSO SAITH THE LAW’ refers to the
Oral Law of the Jews . . . In the Old
Testament no precept concerning
this matter exists.” He then cites
Vitringa (Campegius Vitringa, Dutch
Christian Hebraist; born at Leeuwarden
May 16, 1669) showing that it was “forbidden by Jewish traditions for women to speak
in the synagogue” (emphasis added).
Why would Paul quote the Oral Law?
Because he is quoting the Jewish faction
of the church in Corinth from the letter
they wrote him. They are using the Oral
Law as authority to show why women
should be silenced. They wanted the
church to operate according to Jewishsynagogue rules—where women were
separated and not allowed to speak. This
faction not did not want women praying

quotes it verbatim.
Similarly, in 1 Corinthians 14:21, after
he writes “in the law it is written,” he follows it with the quote from Isaiah 28:1112. Indeed, in every case in which
Paul specifically refers to Scripture,
he says “it is written.”
(See also 1 Corinthians 1:19; 1:31; 2:9;
3:19; 9:8-9; 10:7; 15:45.)
But in 1 Corinthians 14:34 the phrase
is “as the law also says.” There is no
reference to any written scripture
and no scripture cited. So in verses 34
and 35 Paul is quoting the statements
made in the letter he has received before
answering them in the following verses.
The Shema Yisrael Congregation in
its paper on women recognized this:
“However, the oral law, later codified
in the Talmud, does have references to
women’s roles in the synagogue. In fact,
the Talmud has several passages subjugating and demeaning women. In addition,
we know that the synagogues in Sha’ul’s
(Paul’s) day had curtains separating men
and women, and that women were not
allowed to speak in services. We find the
same practice today in non-Messianic,
Orthodox Jewish congregations. We can

‘It is a shame for a woman to let her
voice be heard among men.’
and prophesying, just as they wanted to
reinstitute the requirement of circumcision for Christian Gentiles.
Following are some quotes from the
Oral Law that they are applying concerning women:
“Out of respect to the congregation, woman should not herself read in
the law.”
“It is a shame for a woman to let
her voice be heard among men.”
“The voice of a woman is filthy
nakedness.”
These edicts sound suspiciously like
the statement in 1 Corinthians 14:35 that
it is “a shame for women to speak in
church.” The King James translators softened aischros to “shame” and “shameful”
in verse 35 from its understood meaning of
“filthy” or “filthiness as correctly translated
in 1 Timothy 3:8.
The shame and filth associated
with a woman speaking is from the
Oral Law, or Traditions of the
Elders later codified in the Talmud.
This is the language of the Judaizing
Christians in Corinth; it is not Paul’s.
Remember, Corinth probably had the
largest Jewish population outside of
Judea, so most likely there were several
Churches of God and several synagogues.
The Corinthians had written Paul a
letter (1 Corinthians 7:1), and Chloe’s
people reported to Paul, informing him
of divisions (“quarrelings” or “contentions”) in the church (1 Corinthians
1:11). No doubt some of these problems
stemmed from the Jewish Christian leaders who opposed women praying and
prophesying in the church. These Jewish
teachers are quoting the Oral Law to support
their argument.
How Do We Know Paul Is
Quoting the Oral Law?
When citing Scripture, Paul does not
refer to written Scripture in this way.
Instead, when he refers to written
Scripture he quotes the particular scripture.
For example: He says in 1 Corinthians
9:8-9: “Does not the law also say the same?
For it is written in the law of Moses:
‘you shall not muzzle the ox . . .’ ”
(emphasis added). After referring to the
law, Paul tells us what is written and then

only conclude that this Oral Law is the
law referred to in 1 Corinthians 14:34. It
was not a law of God, but a tradition developed over the years and handed down orally.
Sha’ul (Paul) speaks of it as a law because
it was so much a part of the religious culture of his day. It was later codified into
law in the Talmud. This oral law is also
the reason why there is no mention
of Jewish female leadership in B’rit
Hadasha (New Testament) in the 1st
Century Messianic Jewish community” (emphasis added, Congregation
Shema Yisrael, “Women in Leadership”).
And how does Paul respond to the
Judaizers? He says, in the verses that
immediately follow:
“What? Came the word of God out
from you [the Greek word used here for ‘you’
is masculine—meaning ‘you men who are
trying to silence the women’]? Or came it
only unto you? If any man think himself
to be a prophet or spiritual, let him
acknowledge that the things I write unto
you are the commandment of the Lord
[as opposed to the Oral Law or Tradition
of Elders]” (1 Corinthians 14:36-37,
emphasis added).
He was saying that a true prophet or a
true spiritual person would recognize that
Paul’s instruction agreed with Christ’s
teachings. And what were those teachings? They are found in the verses immediately preceding and following the verses
supposedly forbidding women to speak in
church: “Ye ALL can prophesy . . . that ALL
may learn . . .” (1 Corinthians 14:31).
And “[t]herefore, brethren (Greek
adelphoi includes brothers and sisters—men
and women), covet to prophesy, do NOT
FORBID to speak in tongues” (1 Corinthians 14:39). Emphasis is on speaking,
not staying silent.
Verse 39 is certainly a strange ending to
an argument forbidding women to prophesy and requiring silence on their part.
But it is a logical and appropriate reproof
to those who would forbid women.
Adam Clarke wrote in his commentary regarding verses 34 and 35:
“They are the only verses in the whole
Book of God, which even by a false
translation [which it was] can be made
prohibitory of women speaking in the
Church. How is it that by these passages,

which according to the best Greek authorities,
are wrongly rendered and wrongly applied.
How comes it that women’s lips
have been sealed for centuries. How
is it that these texts have been allowed to
stand unexamined, and unexplained for
centuries?” (emphasis added).
Greek Text Had
No Punctuation or Quotation
Marks
How do we know Paul was quoting
the Judaizing teachers and not making a
new rule about silence for women?
Let’s look, as we always should, at the
original Greek text and see if these
verses were in actuality a quote. The
original Greek text included no quotation marks or punctuation of any kind.
The decision was left up to the translators to decide where Paul was quoting
and where he was writing his own text.
So the absence of quotation marks in modern
translations proves nothing.
The translators of the Greek text,
the Textus Receptus, however, knew it
was a quotation. At the beginning of
verse 36 there is the Greek letter eta. It
looks like this: Η.
Paul REFUTES the Judaizing quotation
in 1 Corinthians 14:34-35 in the very next
verse (v. 36) by using this Greek letter,
eta. The eta has two possible meanings:
the English word “What” as most commonly translated or “That’s ridiculous!” or “Are you kidding me?” or
“Nonsense!” or “BUNK.”
It has the impact of emphatically
opposing the substance of the text that
precedes it. In other words, the “colloquial equivalent such as ‘Bunk!’ instead of
‘What?’ would come close to rendering
the effect of dissociation between the
prohibition statement (vv. 33-35) and
Paul’s response to it in verse 36.”
Paul Is Chastising the Men,
Not the Women
Another clue that Paul is chastising the
false male teachers in Corinth, not women, is
the abrupt change from the third-person
pronoun of “they” (the women) to an
emphatic second-person masculine in
verse 36 (monous: “just you men”). That
shift “indicates that Paul is now taking to
task a male element in the Corinthian
church, rather than rebuking women for
getting out of line.”
So these verses could be translated
more accurately in this way:
“ ‘The women are to keep silent in the
churches; for they are not permitted to speak,
but are to subject themselves, just as the Law
also says. If women desire to learn anything,
let them ask their own husbands at home; for
it is improper for a woman to speak in the
church.’ Bunk! Such nonsense! Do you
men (Gr. monous) who practice this
believe the Word of God comes from
you only? BUNK! Do you believe the
Word of God comes to you only? If
anyone wishes to think himself a
prophet or spiritual, let that person recognize that the things I HAVE WRITTEN
TO YOU (not what the Jews zealous for
the Law are teaching) are the Lord’s
commandment.”
Therefore,
translated properly,
not only does Paul
not silence women,
he chastises the
Judaizing male leaders who are trying
to silence women.
What a shame
that our churches,
in imposing the
silence injunction
Tina Engelbart
on our women, are
actually following
the dictates of the Talmud instead of the
Apostle Paul!

“And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”—John 8:32
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The Fig Tree Parable
Jesus spoke a parable about a ‘man’ who had a fig tree planted in his vineyard.
Every year the man came looking for fruit on the tree and every time the tree was
bare. Finally the man told the dresser of the vineyard he had come seeking fruit
on the fig tree for three years and had found none. “Cut it down,” he told the
vineyard dresser. “Why do you allow it to use up good ground?” (Luke 13:6-9).
The dresser answered his master: “Sir, let it alone this year also. I will dig around
it and fertilize it. If then it bears fruit, well. But if not, you can cut it down.”

the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. “Whosoever shall lose his life for my sake, and
the Gospel’s,” he said, “the same shall save it. For what shall it profit a man if he
gains the whole world and loses his eternal soul?” (Mark 16:15 / Mark 8:35-36).
The principle: Good fruit is produced when the coming Kingdom is proclaimed.
Christ’s Talents Parable in Matthew 25:14-30 pertains to God’s Kingdom and
what is acceptable for gaining spiritual life.

Agriculturists know digging around a plant puts stress on those that are not
well rooted. It is like shocking it, waking it up. Fertilizing gives the nourishment
needed. The hope is such activities cause stronger and deeper roots to form. It
then is up to each plant to respond and grow and produce fruit.

Three servants were given talents—something of value—and told to use
them. One servant doubled the five with which he had been entrusted. Another
doubled the two given to him. When The Master returned from being away,
these two servants were rewarded with an invitation to enter into the joy of
The Lord and where they would be made rulers over many things.

Several principles are contained in the Fig Tree Parable. One is that the owner
of the vineyard is willing to wait up to three years for a tree to establish itself.
His patience begins to wane after that and any tree failing to produce fruit is
recommended for removal and burning up in fire (Matthew 3:10). Obviously
trees producing bad fruit also will experience destruction.

The third servant had received one talent, but he produced not one, tiny, fraction of increase with it. He had ‘buried’ it. The Master considered this servant
wicked and slothful and took away even that which he had. This third servant
was rewarded with outer darkness.

Another point expressed by the parable is the owner of the vineyard is not off
in some faraway never-never land and oblivious to what is going on. He actively observes the ‘trees’ in His earthly vineyard and requires trees to be providing him an acceptable increase.
When the Children of Israel entered the Promised Land, they were instructed
to consider any fruit produced by a tree during the first three years after planting as uncircumcised. “Three years shall it be as uncircumcised unto you and
not eaten. But in the fourth year (fourth growing season) all fruit thereof shall
be holy to praise The Lord withal” (Leviticus 19:23-24).
God informed the Laodicean Church that He knew their works. The problem was
their works were neither cold nor hot. “I wish you were one or the other,” God
said to them by His messenger. “Because you are lukewarm, neither cold nor hot,
I will spue you out of My mouth” (Revelation 3:14-16, 19). Hebrews 1:1 comes
to mind. “God, who at sundry times, and in divers manners, spoke in times past
to the fathers by the prophets, has in these Last Days spoken to us by His son.”
What kind of fruit is the owner, who is God Almighty, looking for?
People had gathered and questioned Jesus. What could they do so they might
work the ‘works’ of God? Jesus said the work of God was believing on him
whom God had sent (John 6:28-29).
The principle here is people who consider themselves a tree in God’s earthly
vineyard need to be ‘hot.’ To expand the metaphor, it means believing who
Jesus said he was (and was not), and doing what Jesus said to do (and not do).
Many people have heard the name, Jesus, and he responds back: “Why call me
‘lord, lord’ and do not the things I say?” (Luke 6:46).
At another time Jesus said followers should “let your ‘light’ shine before men
so they may see your good works and glorify the Father who is in heaven.”
When the begotten children of God brightly shine their lights to a troubled and
darkened world, fruit is produced (Matthew 5:16).
In one of Paul’s letters to the Ephesians he wrote: “Let no one deceive you with
vain words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon children
of disobedience. Be not partakers with them. Have no fellowship with unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove them. All things that are reproved are
made manifest by the light, for whatsoever the light makes manifest is light.
“For you were sometimes darkness in The Lord, but now you are light. Therefore
walk as children of light proving what is acceptable unto The Lord. For the fruit
of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness and truth” (Ephesians 5:6-13).
This same message was delivered to the Galatians: “The fruit of the Spirit is
love, joy, peace, long suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance. Against such, there is no law” (Galatians 5:22-23).
Jesus used Good Fruit vs. Bad Fruit in a warning about false religious teachers.
“Beware of false prophets,” he said. “They come to you in sheep’s clothing,
but inwardly are ravening wolves. You shall know them by their fruits. Do men
gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Every good tree brings forth good
fruit, but a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth
evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that brings
not forth good fruit is hewn down and cast into the fire. Wherefore, by their
fruits you shall know them” (Matthew 7:15-20).
Jesus told those who believed on him to go preach to every creature telling them

The principle: Good and faithful servants are actively working at all times to
produce increase.
Jesus told the disciples he was the true ‘vine,’ and the Father was the one who
dressed the ‘branches’ of the vine. A branch that failed to produce would be
taken away (John 15:2).
God owns the vineyard. Remember what the vineyard dresser said: ‘You can
cut it down’ (Luke 13:9). God does the taking away of non-producing branches (and trees). Take away means cutting off, removing, disposing of, destroying! As far as branches and trees producing good fruit already, they get pruned
and shaped so they are able to produce more.
“Now you are clean,” Jesus told his disciples, “through the word which I have
spoken to you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of
itself, except it abide in the vine, neither can you except you abide in me. I am
the vine, you are the branches. He that abides in me, and I in him, the same
brings forth much fruit. Without me you can do nothing. If a man abides not
in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and
cast them into the fire, and they are burned” (John 15:3-6).
The three years in the Fig Tree Parable allowed time for fruit production to get
going. Some trees in the vineyard might not have needed all three years to produce. But for the non-producing tree, a bit more time was required as the vineyard dresser suggested. And thankfully for that tree, the owner agreed to allow
a fourth growing season.
The number three is significant in Scripture as it is associated with numerous
pivotal events. Identified either as three years, weeks, or days this timing can
be followed by the statement ‘in the fourth,’ or ‘one-half,’ or it is obvious the
event occurs after three is completed. This is the pattern shown in the Fig Tree
Parable when the three years timing is extended into a fourth growing season.
For example, the Israelites came out from Egypt after having been there 430 years
(Exodus 12:40-41). When they came out, it was in their fourth generation
(Genesis 15:16). Associated with the flood during Noah’s time, God reduced the
average length of the human generation (life span) to 120 years (Genesis 6:3).
Three 120-year generations, plus 70 days of a fourth generation equals 430 years.
Another example. The Israelites camped at Migeal after marching 31⁄2 days. This is
where Pharaoh and remains of his army caught up with them (Numbers 33:7).
Then the next morning Pharaoh pursued the people across the dried-up bed of the
Red Sea and died when the waters returned to their natural state (Exodus 14:28).
The prophet Daniel wrote that a Messiah would come from God (Daniel 9:2627). Jesus was that Messiah and would confirm a covenant with many for one
week (7 days). However, in the midst of the week (31⁄2 days) the sacrifice and
oblation would cease. Jesus completed one-half of the week (31⁄2) and was
‘harvested’ by God as the first of many firstfruits (1 Corinthians 15:20). Jesus
had produced good fruit and his Father previously expressed pleasure concerning it (Matthew 3:17).
King David’s son, Absalom, killed his older brother, Amnon, because Amnon
had raped their sister. David failed to punish Amnon according to the law probably because Amnon was David’s firstborn. Absalom took it upon himself to
administer justice, then fled into hiding in Gersham.
After three years David allowed Absalom to return to Israel (2 Samuel 14:23).
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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The Fig Tree Parable
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But Absalom was still mad at his father for failing to act. So, behind David’s
back, Absalom would sit at a city gate telling passersby if he were king he
would provide justice to all Israel (2 Samuel 15:1-6).
Eventually Absalom mounted an armed rebellion against his father trying to
take over the throne. The rebellion failed and resulted in his own death and the
deaths of 20,000 others (2 Samuel 15:7-14 / 2 Samuel 18:7).
Shimei cursed David to his face and even threw rocks at him. This was treason,
but David restrained himself because he had promised Saul he would not
destroy all of Saul’s descendants of which Shimei was one (1 Samuel 24:2122). Solomon was to be the next king. David advised him of the incident (2
Samuel 16:5-8).
After Solomon gained the throne, he commanded Shimei not to leave Jerusalem upon pain of death. After three years several of Shimei’s servants ran
away. Shimei pursued them out of the city and caught them. When he returned
he was put to death in the fourth year from the king’s command.
Solomon began construction on The Temple For The Lord during the fourth year
of his reign (1 Kings 6:1, 37-38 / 2 Chronicles 3:2).
Rehoboam became king after Solomon. His first three years he walked in the
ways of The Lord. But in the fourth year he forsook the Law of The Lord. Almost
immediately trouble came knocking. An Egyptian army arrived, raided the
House for The Lord Solomon had built, also the king’s own house, and took
away all treasures of gold and silver (2 Chronicles 11:17 / 2 Chronicles 12:1).
Ahab was no prize as king of Israel. But there was one time he humbled himself before The Lord God (1 Kings 21:29). Ahab had committed a serious infraction of trust that deserved punishing, however God put punishment on hold.
Afterward, Ahab continued three years walking ‘softly’ and not becoming
involved in a war with Syria (1 Kings 22:2). Ahab could not restrain himself.
Finally he banded together with the king of Judah to war against Syria. Ahab
died in the battle that fourth year (1 Kings 22:3-35).
During his early years, King Asa of Judah had been doing that which was right
in the eyes of The Lord. But Asa lost confidence in The Lord in later years. The
Chronicles tell that Asa made a military pact with a neighboring pagan king to
insure his safety from enemies. Asa paid for that protection with silver and gold
from the Lord’s House.
In his 39th year, Asa’s feet became diseased, an affliction that continued until
his death in the 41st year. Not once during those three years did Asa go to The
Lord and ask for healing (1 Kings 15:10, 18-19 / 2 Chronicles 16:1-13).
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the great fish for not
obeying what God had told him to do. Afterward (the fourth day), The Lord
spoke to the fish and it vomited out Jonah upon dry land (Jonah 1:17 / Jonah
2:10 / Jonah 3:1-2).
It came to pass in the fourth year of Jehoiakim, son of Josiah king of Judah,
that word came to Jeremiah from The Lord . . . (Jeremiah 36:1).
The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded Seraiah, son of Neriah, son
of Maaseiah, when he went with Zedekiah king of Judah into Babylon in the
fourth year of his reign . . . (Jeremiah 51:59).
Hananiah said the yoke the king of Babylon had upon Israel would be broken
within two years. Hananiah made the prophecy in the name of The Lord, but it
was a lie. God had not sent him. Hananiah’s prophesying occurred in the
House Of The Lord and in the presence of the priests and all the people in the
fourth year and fifth month of the reign of Zedekiah.
Jeremiah responded to Hananiah: “Hear now, Hananiah. The Lord has not sent
you. You make the people to trust in a lie. Therefore, says The Lord, ‘I will cast
you from off the face of the earth because you have taught rebellion against The
Lord.’ ” Hananiah died two months later that same year (Jeremiah 28:1-17).
James wrote that Elias was a man subject to like passions as anyone else. But
Elias prayed earnestly that it might not rain, and it rained not on the earth by
the space of three years and six months (James 5:17 / Luke 4:25).
The apostle Paul spoke departing words to those at Ephesus: “Take heed to
yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Spirit has made you
overseers. For I know after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among
you, not sparing the flock. Also of your own selves shall men arise speaking

perverse things to draw away disciples after them. Therefore, watch, and
remember that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn everyone night
and day with tears” (Acts 20:28-31).
Daniel, Chapter 12, Revised Standard Bible version—
At that time shall arise Michael the great prince who has charge of your people. And there shall be a time of trouble such as never has been since there was
a nation till that time. But at that time, your people shall be delivered, everyone
whose name shall be found written in The Book (of Life, Revelation 20:12).
And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to
everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt. Those who are
wise shall shine like the brightness of the firmament; and those who turn many
to righteousness like the stars for ever and ever. But you, Daniel, shut up the
words and seal the book until the time of the end. Many shall run to and fro,
and knowledge shall increase.
Then I, Daniel, looked and behold two others stood, one on this bank of the
stream and one on that bank of the stream. And I said to the man clothed in
linen who was above the waters of the stream: “How long shall it be till the
end of these wonders?”
The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the stream, raised his
right hand and his left hand toward heaven. And I heard him swear by Him
who lives forever that it would be for a time, two times, and half a time (31⁄2
years), and when the shattering of the power of the holy people comes to an
end, all these things would be accomplished.
I heard, but I did not understand. Then I said: “O my lord, what shall be the
issue of these things?”
He said: “Go your way, Daniel. For the words are shut up and sealed until the
time of the end. From the time that the continual burnt offering is taken away,
and the abomination that makes desolate is set up, there shall be a thousand
two hundred and ninety days (3 years, plus 195 more days into a fourth year).
Blessed is he who waits and comes to the thousand three hundred and thirty
five days (3 years, plus 240 more days into a fourth year).”
Now to the Book of Revelation, Chapter 11, verses 1 and 2—And the angel
stood, saying: “Rise, measure the Temple of God, and the Altar, and them that
worship therein. But the court which is without the temple leave out. Measure
it not for it is given unto the Gentiles. And the holy city shall they tread under
foot forty and two months” (31⁄2 years).
Revelation 11:3—I will give power unto My two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days clothed in sackcloth (3
years, plus 165 more days into a fourth year).
Revelation 11:7-11—And when these two witnesses finish their testimony, the
beast that ascended out of the Bottomless Pit shall make war against them, shall
overcome them, and kill them. Then their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the
great city, spiritually called Sodom and Egypt, where also our lord was crucified.
All peoples, and tongues, and nations shall see their dead bodies lying three days
and a half not allowing their dead bodies to be put in graves. When the three
days and a half are finished, the Spirit of life from God shall enter into them.
Revelation 12:13-14—And when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the
earth, he persecuted the woman which brought forth the man-child. To the
woman were given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness, into her place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, and
half a time (31⁄2 years) from the face of the serpent. (The woman represents
only the Tribe of Judah. It was Judah that brought forth the man-child, Jesus.)
Revelation 13:4-5—They worshiped the dragon which gave power unto the
beast, and all peoples worshiped the beast, saying: “Who is like unto the
beast? Who is able to make war with him?” And there was given unto him a
mouth speaking great things and blasphemies and power to continue forty
and two months (31⁄2 years). (Thankfully this final, dreadful beast will be in control only for 31⁄2 years.)
There are many stories in the Bible describing God’s patience and mercy. God
is merciful, but God does not play church as do some people. A clock is ticking. While additional time might be allowed for certain circumstances, only a
fool thinks the giving of extra time is the rule.
The relatively short time of three years to produce fruit is a serious goal. To
gain admittance into the Kingdom of God, each must pass the test. Each must
be hot toward the works of God, because many are called, but few chosen.
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AC STUDENTS FROM 1940S THROUGH 1970S—Many in attendance
at the recent reunion of Pasadena Ambassador College students pause in
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midreunion for a group photo. They’re gathered (above) in front of the Ambassador Auditorium. The photo shows about 180 people, although total

attendance was more than 400. The next big reunion is set to be a combined
Pasadena and Big Sandy affair in Las Vegas in 2017. [Photo by Judd Kirk]

Pasadena reunioners hear Ambassador’s history back to 1874
Continued from page 1

about religion and church was formally forbidden at the reunion.
Rule of thumb
“Not at all,” Mr. Gerringer said. He
cited a “rule of thumb” posted on the
reunion’s website.
“Certainly any topic, including religion, can be freely discussed in private conversations as we all catch up
with friends we have not seen for
years or even decades,” counseled the
rule of thumb. “But please consider
the following suggestion:
“. . . Unless you are confident that
the person with whom you are speaking shares your opinion, you should
assume that they do not, and approach
the topic accordingly.
“Yes, indeed, any subject can be
discussed, but just do not take for
granted that everyone shares your perspective. Thank you.”
More than 400 and in memoriam
Mr. Gerringer said 406 people, including guests, attended. Guests were
spouses who didn’t attend AC during the
spotlighted years and people who may
have attended the other two campuses
of Ambassador: in England and Texas.
“The most we had at a given event
was 320 on Friday [Feb. 27] for dinner,” he said. “Then we had about 260
on both Saturday for lunch on campus
at the student center and at the Sunday-night banquet. The ballroom was
pretty much filled.”
The ballroom was in the Hilton Pasadena Hotel, a few blocks from the former AC campus. Many of the attendees stayed in the Hilton in about
90 rooms.
The amenities included meals and a
hospitality room that was open throughout the weekend.
“In the hospitality room were Envoys
[copies of the annual AC yearbook],

many pictures on the walls and a table
devoted to the memory of the 300-plus
we have identified who have died.”
AC history back to 1874
A slide show covered events all the
way back to 1874. That’s when the
first homes were constructed on the
site of the campus, Mr. Gerringer said.
The former student in attendance at
the reunion with the earliest history at
AC was Wayne Cole of Tyler, Texas,
who began his studies in 1950.
“Wayne said we need to embrace,
accept and appreciate everything that
has become a part of us,” Mr. Gerringer said. “Everybody thought it
was a very encouraging take on his
experience and, by extension, all of
our experience at Ambassador. Embrace it, accept it, celebrate it.
“Wayne also said that he had no
regrets—some disappointments, but
no regrets.”
Then Doris Allen Cole, Mr. Cole’s
wife, who began as a student in 1951,
spoke and told a story of driving lessons gone awry.
“Doris went down Grove Street
and turned too sharply, causing some
damage to a retaining wall,” Mr. Gerringer explained. “Who caused that
damage was never revealed until this
reunion.”
Other early students who were introduced and said a few words were Gene
(1951) and Bernell (1953) Michel and
JoAnn Felt Dorothy (1952).
Ambassador Auditorium
On Saturday, Feb. 28, activities included a tour of the old campus and a
tour of the edifice that is still known as
the Ambassador Auditorium.
“The gentleman who spoke in the
auditorium was Roman Borek, Ambassador Auditorium house manager
from 1974 to 1989,” Mr. Gerringer
said. “He spoke for probably 10 min-

“I wanted to have something where
utes in the lobby. Then we all walked
in and sat down in the auditorium. we’d have smaller groups with moreAttendance for that was probably in narrow topics to discuss to bring together those with more common interthe range of 180 or so.”
The auditorium presentation by Mr. ests and experiences.”
One breakout group consisted of
Borek was “one of the folks’ favorite
events,” Mr. Gerringer reported. “I al- former employees of the data-processmost skipped this event because of all ing center, another was people who
the things going on I was involved had attended the archaeological excawith, and, had I
skipped it, it would
have been a big
mistake.”
“After the auditorium presentation, the group picture on the steps of
the Hall of Administration and a
stroll around the
campus, Maranatha served lunch
to 260 of us,” Mr.
Gerringer said.
M a r a n a t h a FRIENDS AND FOOD—Former AC students visit while partaking of
High School is the a meal in the dining hall of the former AC campus. [Photo by Judd Kirk]
current owner of
the student center,
gymnasium and Grove Terrace men’s vation in Jerusalem (the Dig), another
dorm, which the high school has con- was former band members, and also
one for former chorale members, who
verted into classrooms.
“The admissions director for Mar- at the reunion broke into song.
Breakouters also included anyone
anatha High School gave us the history of Maranatha and their move to the who began attending at AC from 1950
Ambassador campus. Maranatha also to 1962.
“Dave Antion and Wayne Cole took
provided us with a school bus for
the lead on that,” Mr. Gerringer said.
hotel-to-campus transportation.”
The various tours during the reunion included what used to be called Some could not attend
the Wrigley Mansion, which is more
Not everyone who wanted to come
recently the Tournament of Roses to the reunion could make it.
headquarters, adjacent to the campus.
“Ken Westby had some heart issues
The tour guides were Gary Leonard and was just unable to make it,” Mr.
and Roman Borek, both of whom Gerringer said. “He really wanted to
attended AC in the mid-’70s.
come.”
Also, Norman and Charlene Glover
Breaking out
Smith, who began at AC in 1950,
On Sunday morning what Mr. Ger- were not able to make it. “Health
ringer called breakout sessions began. issues slowed them down. They had

hoped to make the trip with their son
driving them down from Oregon.”
Another group focused on the ’70s.
“Margaret Zola ran that, with about 75
attending. And, finally, the largest
breakout was for students from 1963 to
1969, with nearly 100 in attendance.”
No misters
“I wasn’t sure whether to do the
breakouts,” he said, “but folks seemed
to really enjoy them.
“By the way, everybody was peers.
No misters. We were all just classmates.”
On Sunday night the attendees saw
a video Joe Bauer had made.
Mr. Bauer was band leader at AC in
Pasadena and also lived in the Big
Sandy, Texas, area for a while in the
’70s.
Mr. Bauer filmed the video in 2009
and died two years later of lung cancer.
Publishers present
Four of the six publishers of Ambassador Report, the newsletter founded by AC graduate John Trechak and
friends in the 1970s, were present for
the reunion. They were Margaret Zola,
Len Zola, Bill Hughes and Mr. Gerringer. Mr. Trechak died in 1999.
“Among the many religious perspectives in attendance were a sprinkling of non-Christians and even nonbelievers. However, all were respectful of everyone else, and everyone
seemed to feel comfortable.”
Many churches represented
Mr. Gerringer thinks just about
every Church of God group was represented, except “I don’t know if we
had anybody from Gerald Flurry or
Dave Pack. But there were GCI
[Grace Communion International, formerly the Worldwide Church of God]
folks, Lutherans and many others.”
See PASADENA, page 24

Spend less time politicking, more on preaching, feeding, helping
Continued from page 3

issues they don’t believe in and they
do it for political gain.
As Christians, we need to understand three points:
For the most part, high-level politicians will do whatever it takes to get
your vote.
Political-action committees will
do whatever it takes to get your money.
Hate-TV stations (Fox News and
MSNBC) will do whatever it takes to
get ratings.
Is the truth half full or half empty?
I get a lot of flak from church people
on this last statement. But I stand by it
because I was taught as a boy that a
half-truth is the most insidious of lies.
Why? Because a half-truth is so
convincing. It contains some truth but
leaves out important information. It is
the ultimate deception.
I don’t think either MSNBC or Fox
News tells outright lies. Instead, they
present only one side of a story. They
tell half-truths.

This system of competing hate-TV
stations promoting their respective
half-truths works well because anyone
who likes one hate-TV station usually
refuses to watch the other hate-TV
station.
Each person likes what he believes
and watches only the station that backs
up his belief system.
The person doesn’t want to be fully

thinking about and talking about politics than they do on God’s Word.
Some people love hate
Yes. Some people have told me
how they spend several hours a day
watching hate TV or listening to hate
radio. Three hours a day!
When I hear this I think to myself:
Is this person also spending three

feel you must vote, then vote. If you
feel you must keep up with current
events, then keep up.
In, not of
But don’t fall for Babylon’s seductions. There is a difference between
informed voting and immersing oneself in the world’s hateful politics. As
people who are in the world but are

This system of competing hate-TV stations promoting their
respective half-truths works well because anyone who likes one
hate-TV station usually refuses to watch the other hate-TV station.
informed. He wants only reinforcement of what he already believes.
How shallow is that?
So why do I talk about political
machinations in a church newspaper
that serves Sabbath keepers? Because
so many people in the Churches of
God spend more time reading about,

hours a day on prayer, Bible study and
doing Christian works?
Fortunately for this person, I am
not the judge in these matters, so my
opinion isn’t worth anything.
If you fall into this category of being addicted to hate TV, please consider changing your priorities. If you

not of the world, it is vital that we
understand this difference.
I believe you will find it more beneficial to spend less time on politics
and more time on things like preaching the gospel, feeding the flock and
helping the poor. Try this for a few
weeks and see if you don’t experience

a change for the better in your life.
In the day we stand in judgment
before Jesus, I don’t see how He will
commend us for spending a lot of time
on the world’s politics. Instead, it is
for our efforts to preach the gospel,
feed the flock and help the poor that
He will say, “Well done, My good and
faithful servant.”
The cancer of politics
Finally, let’s each one of us be a
committee of one to remove the cancer of politics from our churches.
Let’s encourage others to practice politics in their private lives while leaving it outside the church environment.
Politics doesn’t need to be promoted at Sabbath services. Politics certainly doesn’t need to be in the pulpit,
in any of our church publications or
on any of our church websites.
Christians should insist that our
leaders remove politics from wherever the ecclesia is assembled in
Jesus’ name on God’s precious Sabbath day.
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‘Servant leadership’ camouflages some religious class systems
Continued from page 3

Peter is one of the foundational principles of the hierarchy fostered by the
Roman Catholic Church and the
WCG.)
He wrote on page 221: “The surname Peter had for centuries been a
surname or TITLE, designating a religious LEADER, HEAD or HEADQUARTERS. Peter was the first and chief
apostle.”
Mr. Armstrong taught the need
for loyalty to the government of God.
(Remember, his faulty premise was
that loyalty to God meant being loyal
to the one true church, over which he
presided.)
He wrote on page 227: “Bear in
mind further: In order for Christ to
RESTORE God’s government over the
earth, he would need with and under
him a qualified and organized personnel of GOD BEINGS—all having rejected Satan’s false way and having
proved their loyalty to the government
and righteous ways of God!”
Mr. Armstrong taught that there
was only one church, and those who
splintered off from it were no longer
in the one true church. (Remember,
his faulty premise was that to leave
the church, over which he presided,
was to leave the one true church.)
He wrote on page 243: “Notice especially, there is only the ONE CHURCH.
Not MANY churches. The CHURCH is
not divided. There is only one Church.
Not a parent church and many little
daughter churches that have split off
in disagreement. Divisions splintering
off are NOT STILL IN THE CHURCH. It is
the CHURCH that is to marry Christ in
the resurrection at his coming—not
disagreeing churches—not groups
who have broken off! Not a parent
church and apostate daughters.”
Mr. Armstrong taught the military model of government with ranks
of authority.
He wrote on page 256: “The
CHURCH, as initially called in this life,
is NOT YET capable of RULING the earth
[and] . . . of administering THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD. And THAT IS WHY
God has placed HIS GOVERNMENT in
his Church. That is WHY God’s Church
government is theocratic instead of
democratic. That is why God has set
ranks of government in his Church,
apostles, evangelists, pastors, elders,
both preaching and non-preaching.”
Mr. Armstrong taught that he had
the rank of apostle. (In other writings
and sermons he taught that the main
purpose of a saint was to support him.)
He wrote on page 266: “What part
does the individual local member
have in taking the gospel message to
ALL THE WORLD? This is done primarily and directly by the APOSTLE.”
Mr. Armstrong taught that saints
could not grow without his help (as a
perceived apostle) and the help of others in the rank system.
He wrote on pages 267-268: “The
author, Christ’s apostle, can say emphatically that the apostles, evangelists, pastors and elders could not carry
on the work of God without the loyal
backing and continual encouragement
of the lay members. Neither can the
individual lay member develop and
build within him God’s holy, righteous and perfect CHARACTER without
the operations of the apostle, evangel-

ists, pastors and elders.”
Mr. Armstrong taught that there
was only one way to be trained. (Remember, his faulty premise was that the
only way to be trained was in the one
true church, over which he presided.)
He wrote on page 270: “The ‘loner’
—the ‘individual Christian,’ who
wants to climb up into the kingdom
some other way than by CHRIST and
HIS WAY through his CHURCH—is not
being trained in CHRIST’S MANNER OF
TRAINING, to rule and reign with Christ
in his kingdom! . . . The person who
says ‘I will get my salvation alone,
outside of the Church’ is totally
deceived.”
Mr. Armstrong taught that church
leaders could put people out of the
Body of Christ. (Stopping someone
from attending a particular congregation is different from claiming to
remove him from the spiritual organ-

He wrote on page 291: “These
prophecies have now definitely been
fulfilled. The true gospel has been
restored and has now gone in power
into every nation on the face of the
earth.”
Building new pyramids
In the book titled Servant Leadership, Robert Greenleaf, one of the
main advocates of the servant-leadership movement, discusses (on page
61) two traditions that affect organizations. He writes:
“The first of these organization traditions, and the most widely accepted,
comes down from Moses. It is the
hierarchical principle that places one
person in charge as the lone chief atop
a pyramidal structure.
“Nearly all institutions we know
about—businesses, governments, armies, churches, universities—have

Still a class system?
Many saints realize that servant
leadership is much more than simply
changing to group leadership.
Here is what I have heard saints say
about the concept of “first among
equals”:
Have you observed that the concept of first among equals in a church
is usually practiced only among the
leadership?
How often do you see leaders of
a church implement the concept of
first among equals with the general
church membership?
When church leaders talk about
servant leadership, are they seeking
only to practice a kinder class system?
Saints recognize that many leaders
who advocate group leadership still
practice a class system.

In the military, higher ranks are in charge of lower
ranks. Soldiers are under the complete dominion of
the officers for 168 hours a week.
In a business, employers are over
employees. Employees are under the
direction of employers for 40 hours a week.
In a church, no person has dominion over your faith
(2 Corinthians 1:24). Saints are under the dominion of church
leaders for zero hours a week (1 Corinthians 11:3).

ism.) He taught that a main reason for
people to be “put out” was “opposition to church government.” (Since
that ethereal reason can be subjective
and political, it has led to much unjust
treatment of saints.)
He wrote on pages 271-272: “What
about one who has been IN Christ’s
‘spiritual BODY’—the Church—and is
PUT OUT for cause (causing division or
rebellion or opposition to Church government)? The CHURCH is like a
human mother who is pregnant. If
there is an abortion, the HUMAN LIFE
departs totally from the fetus. There is,
however, perhaps one difference in
this analogy. A human who goes out,
or is put out of God’s Church, could,
on repentance and renewed belief, be
admitted back into the body again.”
Mr. Armstrong taught that God
would raise up a human leader in the
spirit and power of Elijah to restore
truth. (In other writings and sermons
he emphasized that the end-time
Elijah would restore the truth about
the government of God.)
He wrote on pages 290-291: “Although it is plainly revealed that John
the Baptist had come in the power
and spirit of Elijah, he did not restore
anything. The human leader to be
raised up somewhat shortly prior to
Christ’s Second Coming was to prepare the way—prepare the Church—
for Christ’s coming, and restore the
truth that had been lost through the
preceding eras of the Church.”
Mr. Armstrong taught that he fulfilled Matthew 24:14.

been organized this way so long that it
is rare for anyone to question the
assumptions that underlie them . . .”
Of course, the Roman Catholic
Church practices a pyramidal structure with one man at the top. The
WCG practiced the same style under
Mr. Armstrong and his successors in
the WCG.
Since most offshoots of the WCG
reject the men who succeeded Mr.
Armstrong in that church organization, many claim to have the “legitimate successor” in their new church
organization.
Have you noticed how many people claim to follow the true successor?
Have you noticed how each group
views its leader as (1) the leader of
God’s government on earth, (2) the
leader of the main part of the Body of
Christ, (3) spiritually outranking every other human being and (4) the
leader of the ruling class?
First among equals
Mr. Greenleaf mentioned another
tradition:
“The second tradition, of much
more limited use, comes down from
Roman times. It is the form where
the principal leader is primus inter
pares—first among equals. There is a
‘first,’ a leader, but that leader is not
the chief . . .”
Some offshoots from Mr. Armstrong do not want one-man rulership. They presently seek to practice
this second model, of using a leadership team.

Speak softly
Some groups boldly practice their
hierarchy. Other groups speak softly
and carry a big stick.
Do the leaders make policies
that hinder your interaction with
other saints in the spiritual Body
of Christ?
How do they treat you when
you periodically worship with
other groups?
Are you free to accept a
speaking invitation with another
group, or do you need permission to preach from the Bible at
a congregation not sanctioned by
your organization?
Clear differences
Leaders make a mistake when they
plan for a church to imitate the military model or even a business. Notice
some clear differences:
In the military, higher ranks are
in charge of lower ranks. Soldiers are
under the complete dominion of the
officers for 168 hours a week.
In a business, employers are over
employees. Employees are under the
direction of employers for 40 hours a
week.
In a church, no person has dominion over your faith (2 Corinthians
1:24). Saints are under the dominion
of church leaders for zero hours a
week (1 Corinthians 11:3).
Role of authority
When saints reject a coercive hierarchy of men over them, they are of-

ten accused of despising authority.
Yet saints recognize the role of
authority. The prophesied Day of the
Lord will help all people focus on the
sovereignty of God (Isaiah 2:11-17).
Saints readily accept the authority of the Father. They also appreciate
the authority of preaching, reproving,
rebuking and exhorting from the Word
of God (2 Timothy 4:2).
Recognizing and appreciating
the proper role of authority is not the
same as submitting to a coercive hierarchy of men.
Role of teachers
When saints reject a coercive hierarchy of men over them, they are
often accused of hating teachers.
Yet saints recognize the role of
teachers. Teaching is an important gift
(Romans 12:4-8; Ephesians 4:11-16).
Sometimes teaching is done in a
lecture style, and sometimes teaching
is done in an interactive style. Saints
learn from teachers based on biblical
accuracy. The message is more important than the messenger.
Recognizing and appreciating
the role of teachers is not the same
as submitting to a coercive hierarchy
of men.
Role of organization
When saints reject a coercive hierarchy of men over them, they are
often accused of despising organization and order.
Yet saints recognize the role of
organization and order. They realize
that God is not the author of confusion.
Communication is an important
key to effective organization. When
people are aware who has the responsibility and authority, that awareness helps clarify where the accountability lies.
Recognizing and appreciating
the role of organization and order is
not the same as submitting to a coercive hierarchy of men.
No easy fix
I hope this article helps you understand why people steeped in the traditions of the Churches of God tend to
reject the concept of servant leadership. Understanding the problem may
also help you to see the huge obstacles
that hinder the fixing of the problem.
A large problem is that most of
the perceived upper class do not acknowledge any problem with the class
system. Why would they want to
change anything?
However, a larger problem is
that many of the perceived lower
class do not acknowledge any problem with the class system. In fact,
many want physical rulers between
them and God.
History shows that God will
sometimes give people what they
want, even if it is not as good as God’s
design. Years ago God allowed the
Israelites to have a physical ruler like
they wanted (1 Samuel 8:6-22). He
first warned them of the consequences
and then gave them what they desired.
As long as people today want
someone ruling over them, God may
continue to allow it. There is an abundance of rulers who enjoy filling the
role of an upper class.

Novelist Pratchett dies; his wordplay included COG allusion

F

antasy novelist Terry Pratchett
died March 12, 2015, at his
home near Salisbury, England.
He had suffered since 2007 from a
rare form of dementia.
Mr. Pratchett was known for the 40
volumes of his Discworld series of
fantasy novels. His fans included
members of THE JOURNAL’s staff.
Several years ago a member of the
staff of this newspaper noted that
Mr. Pratchett referred obliquely to
The Plain Truth, the old Worldwide

Church of God’s magazine, in his 1996 book
Feet of Clay.
Trey Cartwright of Nacogdoches, Texas, had
noticed the reference in
Feet of Clay to a fictitious
religious magazine called
Unadorned Facts and
wondered about its similarity in name to The
Plain Truth.
Then he noticed on a

Terry Pratchett

semiofficial Terry
Pratchett Web site that
“Unadorned Facts
and Battle Call are
plays on The Plain
Truth, formerly published by the Worldwide Church of God,
and War Cry, published by the Salvation Army.”
The same book has
numerous biblical ref-

erences, including the title, which plays
on the Bible account of King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream about a statue with
a head of gold and feet of clay.
Other novels over the years have

included obscure references to the
WCG and to its founder, Herbert W.
Armstrong, including at least one
book by another British author, Ian
Fleming.
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THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free. The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate, someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888488-6603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other articles. Or write
info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
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Notes and quotes
Opportunities for teachers
CHIANG MAI, Thailand—“Our
goal is to equip our graduates
with a command of the English
language,” said Leon Sexton,
founder with his wife, Gloria, of
Legacy Institute.
English “is becoming an
important skill
in Southeast
Asia with the
advent this
year of the
AEC [ASEAN
Economic
Community],
which has
designated
English as its
common language of
Leon Sexton
commerce,
diplomacy and communication.”
“We also equip them with
the Word of God,” he said, “which
teaches them how to grow
in character, leadership and
maintain a happy and successful
life for themselves and future
families.”
“We are a leadership-training
school,” Mr. Sexton continued.
“Leaders must be of the highest
caliber in order to set good
examples for others.”
The current set of volunteer
teachers is returning home, he
said.
“All were Church of God young
adults and set a good example of
God’s way of life. Chris Collins
and Michael Slocum are already
back in the U.S. Julia Stewart,
Kathleen Kelly and Lacee Hilgen
will return home soon. Julia plans
to come back for another year.”
Before Miss Stewart arrived,
she planned her schooling around
coming to Legacy to be better
prepared to teach there, Mr.
Sexton said.
“She will not only be teaching
English classes, but will act as my
assistant school headmaster as
well.”
Mr. Sexton asked that anyone
interested in serving as a
volunteer teacher at Legacy in
Thailand contact him at
mail@legacyinstitute.org
Master key
MONTREAL, Que., Canada—
In March 2013, in issue No. 152
of The Journal, Yves Péloquin
wrote an essay about the chronology of God’s plan.
He asked the reader to keep a
open mind and not reject any new
proposal of a Bible’s chronology

under the pretext that other
people’s work has been either
deficient from the start or proven
wrong by the passage of time.
“From the Bible’s stories we
know God has never kept man in
the dark about His plans, so why
should it be different with the very
last stage?” asked Mr. Péloquin.
“In the absence of prophets to
teach us, we can turn to the Bible
and seek what has been hidden
until now.”
In his book Ezekiel 4: The
Master Key to Unlock the Bible’s
Chronology Mr. Péloquin exploits
each internal clue of the Bible
and builds his case “with hundreds of surprising and beautiful
patterns.”
In the end everything points in
the same direction, he says: The
end time is close.
Download the book for free
from ezekielmasterkey.com.
Holocaust memorial
NOVI SAD, Serbia—To read
about Church of God member
Sasha Veljic’s Holocaust
Memorial Society, visit
holocaust.memorial.society@
gmail.com.
Feast ’15 will be here
before you know it
BIG SANDY, Texas—THE
JOURNAL plans to begin running
the list of 2015 Feast of
Tabernacles sites in the April
2015 issue (No. 172).
You’re invited to send your
information to THE JOURNAL at P.O.
Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A.
Or info@thejournal.org. Or fax
it toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine
days in the date.
To place an announcement or
other advertisement about your
Feast site in the CONNECTIONS
section of THE JOURNAL, phone
Linda Cartwright at (903) 6364779 during office hours, U.S.
central time, or write Linda at
lkcartwright@aol.com.
CFN Feast for 2015
CINCINNATI, Ohio—Common
Faith Network announces its
Feast site for 2015, in Fort Walton
Beach, Fla.
For information go to www.
commonfaithnetwork.com.
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SOOJ Feast site promotes Hebrew roots
Another Feast of Tabernacles report came in for the 2014 observance.
Though it’s been six months or so
since the Feast, THE JOURNAL decided
to print it anyway.

differences and come together in
peace for the good of the whole.
A particularly interesting message
was given by Eddie Chumney of
Hebraic Heritage Ministries, who
showed that “love” is actually the primary commandment of Scripture and
that without love for your brother all
your commandment-keeping is in vain.
Messages were presented by nationally recognized Hebrew-roots
teachers including Joseph Good (Hatikva Ministries), Lee Miller (House
of David Fellowship) and Dean
Wheelock (Hebrew Roots magazine).
Along with the 10 main sessions,
there were 30 breakout sessions covering a range of topics including essential oils, music frequencies and
even shaving.
All sessions were recorded and
later posted on the SOOJ website,
where they can be downloaded free of
charge.
Even though SOOJ is not a church
or an organized ministry, it attracts
hundreds of attendees from all over
the nation and from various biblical
backgrounds.
Within the recognized Hebrew-roots

out the day, and takes place in a secluded Bible camp along a quiet cove
on Missouri’s beautiful Lake of the
Ozarks.
Many of the attendees arrive on
campus and never leave until the fesBy Mike Bacon
tival is over.
RESCOTT, Ariz.—“Seek Peace”
Each year the SOOJ teen program
(baquesh shalom in Hebrew)
provides more than 15 teen activities
was the theme of the Oct. 8-16,
where teens are also encouraged to
2014, Season of
develop their social and leadership
Our Joy (SOOJ)
skills. The 2014 program included an
observance of the
activity that was formulated, organFeast of Taberized and led by a 15-year-old girl
nacles.
from California.
For 15 years
Her activity, “The Amazing Race,”
the organizers, Tim
pitted the participants against the
and Angie Kelley
clock as they searched their Bibles for
of Hawkins, Texclues that led them through a camas, of this “Hepuswide obstacle course.
brew roots” obThe same young lady presented a
servance of the Mike Bacon
message to the teens about the probfestival have strivlems with GMO foods that would
en to provide opportunities for attenrival any of those given by the adults.
dees to hear from a variety of SabShe was later chosen to give the same
bath-keeping, Torah-pursuant teachmessage on the steps of the California
ers, some of whom offer teachings
State Capitol on Jan. 5, 2015.
from a viewpoint that differs in some
As part of the concept of building
ways from that of the organizers.
communities, the SOOJ organizers
According to one of the organizencourage those who have attended
ers, the great equalizSOOJ for years to host
er is that they require
new festival sites around
all speakers to take
the country, and indeed
The
Father
is
calling
more
and
more
questions directly from
a number of festival
of His people to wake up to the
the audience immedisites have spun off using
ately after his or her
the SOOJ organizational
Hebrewness of the Scriptures.
presentation. They canconcept.
not just throw someIn 2015 former SOOJ
thing out there withleaders and speakers
out having to support their view in movement, SOOJ is one of the largest will open two new sites: one in South
the Q&A session.
Feast of Tabernacles/Sukkot sites in the Dakota and the other in Virginia.
This keeps the speakers on their nation and has the feasts, the weekly Though we will miss their help and
toes and accountable to the audience. Sabbaths and many other beliefs in contribution to the SOOJ program, we
“Seek Peace” was the second in the common with the groups known as fully support their endeavor and the
three-year, three-part series devoted to Churches of God.
good it will do for the body of Messiah.
focusing believers on building HeFormer COG members affiliate with
The 2015 Season of Our Joy festibraic communities as part of the goal the movement (which is why this report val theme will be “Thy Kingdom
of restoring the Kingdom of God. The is posted in THE JOURNAL. My observa- Come.” With this theme it’s our hope
previous year’s theme, “Building tion is that the COGs do not consider that those who attend will be encourStrong Families,” began the series themselves to be Hebrew roots).
aged to look forward to the awesome
with messages along that line.
SOOJ’s draw is that it provides a greatness of the Messianic Kingdom
This year’s 32 individual speakers variety of speakers, covers many top- and their role in it.
presented 41 messages with roughly a ics, provides for vibrant worship,
The Father is calling more and
third devoted to the concept that includes programs for teens and chil- more of His people to wake up to the
strong families need to set aside their dren, has scheduled activities through- Hebrewness of the Scriptures.
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Pasadena reunion: Next time in Las Vegas
Continued from page 22

What about Mr. Gerringer?
“Me? I’m nonreligious, but, like
everyone else, I really enjoyed the
reunion. What a terrific group of people to spend a weekend with, and
what wonderful college memories to
recall and friendship bonds to renew.”
On Sunday night “people were still
there dancing until after 11 o’clock and
some in the bar talking until 5 a.m.

Reunion organizers
Organizers of this year’s Pasadena
reunion were committee members Cledice Decker, Mr. Gerringer, Eileen
McKinley, Carol Stephenson Taylor,
Jean Ehlert Updegraff, Kathy Mathews
Zimmermann and Robin Connelly.
Next time in Las Vegas
The next reunion, which will be for
former students of both Pasadena and

Big Sandy, will be in 2017 in Las
Vegas, Nev.
Bricket Wood will be welcome
Furthermore, all former Bricket
Wood students who would like to
attend will be welcome.
Mr. Gerringer concluded:
“Wayne Cole told me Sunday
night, ‘If I’m alive, I’ll see you in Las
Vegas in 2017.’ ”
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