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Feasts in Oregon and Texas
helped shape RCG history
The following is an update of an
article that appeared in issue No. 67
of THE JOURNAL, dated Aug. 30, 2002.
This article is the second in a series.
By John Warren
IG SANDY, Texas—Last
month we wrote about the
growth of the Radio Church
of God in East
Texas from its
beginnings in
the early 1950s
up until the
early 1970s.
We chronicled the church
in this area beginning with
the 13 people
who observed Buck Hammer
that first Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread
at the Roy Hammer residence near
Gladewater in 1951.
We saw the founding of Imperial
Schools near Big Sandy in 1954 and
the opening on the same property of
Ambassador College in 1964.
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Under the spreading oak tree
The college campus at Big Sandy
had a major impact on church growth
in East Texas, but an earlier major
factor was Radio/Worldwide Church
of God founder Herbert W. Armstrong’s decision in 1952 to develop
the church property as a Feast of
Tabernacles site for the fall of 1953.

In this article we focus on what
Sabbath and Feast services were like
in those early days and the challenges that confronted church members.
Several people who attended festival and church services in the
1940s and ’50s provided THE JOURNAL with their remembrances for this
article in interviews in 2002.
Buck Hammer of Gladewater,
who died in 2003, remembered the
first church service on the property
two miles east of Big Sandy on U.S.
Highway 80. This was in 1952 during the spring feast, with services
that year taking place at the Hammer
home near Gladewater.
After discussions with Mr. Armstrong, founder of what was then
called the Radio Church of God,
about the need for a larger facility for
observing the Feast of Tabernacles
later that year, a group traveled from
Gladewater to the unimproved Big
Sandy property one afternoon during
the Days of Unleavened Bread.
Compared with services in later
years in air-conditioned buildings,
that first meeting was rather primitive.
“Mr. Armstrong stood under an
oak tree,” remembered Mr. Hammer. “There was sort of a natural
amphitheater on a hillside near the
spring [a spring near the site on
which Mr. Armstrong would later
oversee the construction of the
Redwood Building]. The audience
See FEASTS IN OREGON, page 4

Feast reports in from Jamaica,
Arroyo Grande and more

F

east of Tabernacles reports
sent in by readers of THE
JOURNAL begin below for
Feast 2014. Many, but not all, 2014
observances started on the evening
of Oct. 8 and ran through Oct. 16.
You’re invited to send your Feast
report for THE JOURNAL at info@
thejournal.org or P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

BEST-EVER FEAST IN JAMAICA
INGSTON, Jamaica—The dynamic Jamaican Church of God
International (CGI) work held to its
steady growth pattern as this year
442 persons attended the Feast of
Tabernacles in the tropical Caribbean island.
The Jamaican work, spearheaded
by 42-year Church of God veteran
pastor Ian Boyne, also added eight
newly baptized members on the Last
Great Day.
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Canadian contingent
It was an exciting and enriching
Feast, with a refreshing international
flavor, as 18 Canadians, led by
Jamaican-born Toronto pastor Horane Smith, shared in the Jamaican
Tabernacles experience.
Visitors from the United States
also enhanced the fellowship.
It was an especially moving and
memorable occasion for Pastor
Smith and his wife, Beverly, as they

witnessed the baptisms of their twin
sons Jody and Cody. Pastor Smith
had the rare but undoubtedly delightful privilege—alongside Pastor Boyne
—of baptizing his own sons.
Two Feast sites
Such has been the dynamism of
the CGI Jamaican work that, for the
first time, the island officially held
two separate Feast sites. The northern coastal resort town of Ocho Rios
hosted the main group, presided
over by Pastor Boyne, which numbered 355 at the capacity-full Casa
de Shalom meeting hall.
Ministerial Apprenticeship Programme (MAP) candidate and leader of the Spanish Town CGI congregation Pedro Hall presided over the
second site, which hosted 87 persons in the historic town of Morant
Bay, capital of the southeastern
parish of St. Thomas.
Mr. Hall was supported in his
Feast work by Pastor Smith and his
Toronto copastor George Ramocan,
who serves as Mr. Hall’s MAP sponsor. (There was one baptism at this
site.)
The exuberant praise and worship, led by deacon Chris Hendricks,
was complemented by a variety of
special items of music, dance, poetry and dramatic presentations throughout the festival.
See REPORTS IN, page 6

Read this issue
for history
lesson No. 2
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Happy Feast 2014
2014 FEAST IN FLORIDA—Friends and relatives attended many Feast of Tabernacles
sites in October. In this photo Pam Kurr of Mounds, Okla. (left), enjoys a Feast observance in
Destin, Fla., sponsored by the Church of God Big Sandy with her daughter Brandi Cartwright
of Nacogdoches, Texas, grandson Cater of Nacogdoches (right) and granddaughter Cara of
Nashville, Tenn. See Feast reports and photos from readers beginning on this page of THE
JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

IG SANDY, Texas—JOURNAL
writer John Warren is hot on
the history trail again.
The focus of his second monthly
installment is
a little softer.
Much of the
narrative
does concern
the Big Sandy
area, but this
time the anecdotes and photos also come
from Oregon,
C a l i f o r n i a Dorothy Williams
and England. in 1978
Prominent
in this month’s installment are two
more COG members with good
memories Mr. Warren interviewed
several years ago: Dorothy Williams
and Ken Swisher. And Buck Hammer’s remembrances are back.
See the photos on this page and
pages 4-5. The article begins at left
on this page.

Dwight Armstrong’s daughter is releasing her
father’s unpublished hymns into public domain
By Edward Malone
eborah L. Armstrong of Spokane, Wash., daughter of
Worldwide Church of God
(WCG) hymn writer Dwight Armstrong, recently announced her plans
to place her late father’s unpublished
hymns into the public domain.
THE JOURNAL had previously heard
that Ms. Armstrong would donate the
hymns to the Philadelphia Church of
God, based in Oklahoma.
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More than 20 unpublished hymns
In a December 2013 online interview for the Secular Safe House podcast, Ms. Armstrong stated she had in
her possession more than 20 of her
father’s unreleased hymns and that she
had intended to donate all of them to
the Edmond, Okla.-based Philadelphia
Church of God (PCG) in consideration
of that church’s requests for them.
“[The Philadelphia Church] had
long ago asked me for them,” explained Ms. Armstrong to podcast
host Troy Fitzgerald concerning her

father’s unpublished hymns. “He
[Dwight Armstrong] had a number of
them.”
Public domain
In a series of E-mail messages to
this writer for THE JOURNAL on Oct. 29
and 30, 2014, Ms. Armstrong clarified
the matter, stating that although PCG
music director Ryan Malone (no relation to this article’s writer) had her
father’s music in his possession and
was currently attaching lyrics to them,
the previously unpublished works
would be released into the public domain for use and enjoyment of anyone,
including all of the Churches of God.
“In my earlier discussions with
PCG, one of the conditions I gave
them was that my father’s hymns
must remain in the public domain and
not be copyrighted, so really I never
intended to give the hymns to just one
group,” pointed out Ms. Armstrong.
“I think that since the WCG, which
my father was a member of, is now
defunct, that the hymns should be

CGI Jamaica names
winner of HWA contest

K

INGSTON, Jamaica—Church of God International Jamaica pastor Ian Boyne announced
the winner of his congregations’ annual Herbert W. Armstrong Memorial Speaking Competition at
the Feast of Tabernacles in October 2014.
CGI member Stephen Scale “upstaged the favorites
and walked away with the coveted HWA trophy to
wild applause from the crowd,” announced CGI elder
Glenford Smith.
Pastor Boyne, in commenting on the results, also
mentioned that this year’s competition for the first time
included a non-Jamaican participant, Courtney Scarlett
of Canada.
The theme of this year’s event: “Why the Doctrine
of the Immortal Soul Is False.”
See also CGI Jamaica’s Feast report beginning on
page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

made freely available to all of the
tribes of WCG, especially since, as I
understand, there is some disagreement as to which of these groups is
God’s chosen.
“I believe we are all equal in the
eyes of God or the universe or whatever you choose to believe in, so my
father’s hymns should be a gift for all
of creation to enjoy.”
Through the Internet
According to Ms. Armstrong, her
father’s hymns will soon be released
and be available for interested persons
to see on the Internet.
Concerning the titles of the forthcoming hymns or any samples of
them, Ms. Armstrong said that she
could not provide any samples until
she met with her attorney.
“I will be putting scans of my
father’s hymns online soon,” stated
Ms. Armstrong. “Once they are
scanned and online, I will edit my
father’s Wikipedia page and place a
See PUBLIC-DOMAIN, page 22

Pasadena reunion won’t
turn anyone away

P

ASADENA, Calif.—Anyone who wants to attend the reunion of Ambassador College students
who studied on the Pasadena campus from 1947
to 1977 is welcome, say organizers Bob Gerringer and
Cledice Decker.
THE JOURNAL had asked the two AC alumni if the reunion would welcome, for example, former students at
Big Sandy and Bricket Wood, if they wanted to attend.
“Our reunion is for students from the first 30 years
at Pasadena,” Mr. Gerringer said. “However, if any
Pasadena student from outside of that period or any
former Big Sandy or Bricket Wood students or any former AC Pasadena employee would really like to
attend, they need only ask.”
To ask, check in with Mr. Gerringer, Ms. Decker or
Jean Updegraff at bob@acpasadenareunion.com,
cledeck@att.net or jeanupde@sbcglogal.net.
See more information about the reunion in “Notes
and Quotes” on page 24 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
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Letters from our readers
Why blame God for evil?
reetings, Rory. [See Rory Murphy’s letter in issue No. 166,
dated September-October 2014,
titled “Why Deformities?”]
Why does God allow evil things?
We know that God can prevent such
things. But why doesn’t He? Is He at
fault, or are we at fault?
Let me ask you this: Of what use
would it be if evil things being done
by evil peoples were to be done by
healthy, fit and lively humans? Does
that do away with the evil? Did God
choose to have mankind suffer such
evil things?
Not at all. It was man who chose
such. So why blame God when evil
takes over when it was not God that
created evil?
Can evil be abolished today if mankind would repent of all of its sins and
did that which was right? Absolutely
not, for sin has gone too far to be repented of.
In this day and age will the things
you and Dennis Mouland and all of us
wish for come to pass in the future?
Yes.
God is Spirit, and we are physical,
just as physical as a cow or a giraffe.
So what happens when animals die?
Yes, they become ashes, dust.
So it is with us. Therefore, if today
we suffer, why should we complain,
since we brought suffering upon ourselves? Ought our minds to dwell on
the physical when the spirit is eternal?
What God does and allows is for
Spiritual purposes. When we really
begin to understand those spiritual
purposes, then the physical handicaps
will fail into insignificance.
But, then, you to yours and others
to theirs.
Ray E. Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net
Lincoln, N.D.
Give that coin a flip
In answer to F. Paul Haney [see Mr.
Haney’s “Here Are Answers for Dennis Mouland” in issue No. 166]:
I was deeply grieved by your answers in THE JOURNAL.
I agree that the church certainly did
wrong in saying, “If you do all these
things, tragedy will not strike.” This
type of statement, if you flip the coin,
means when tragedy does strike you
must be a terrible sinner.
I was there in those days. Those
attitudes destroyed many lives.
However, have you flipped the coin
over to see what you are really saying? If God is really that weak, then
there is no resurrection (after all, that
takes power) from the dead.
If you believe in heaven and hell,
then the reality is that 95 to 99 percent
of all humanity goes to hell.
Either way, God is a loser and
Satan wins and there really is no hope.
I have lived a tragic life for the last
48 years. Thank God that my conclusion is not the same as yours or the old
Worldwide’s view of the situation.
I have learned much by the things I
have suffered. God did not cause the
suffering, nor did He stop it for His
own reasons. I personally live for the
hope of the resurrection of my beloved because I do believe in a powerful God.
I have only a vague understanding
of what God is doing today. I freely
admit it does take a lot of faith to
believe God knows what He is doing.
My family and/or I have been condemned to the third resurrection by so
many people who think they know the
mind of God. Shame on them who try
to take faith and hope away from me
or others. God is powerful!
P.S.: You have every right to believe He is not powerful. I am truly
sorry about your son. I have been
there, so I know.
Judy Biggs
Big Sandy, Texas
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One toe over the line?
I think that I have read every article
Edward Malone has written that you
published, and in my opinion they
were all excellent.

In his most recent article, published
in JOURNAL issue 166 [an editorial
headlined “Church of God Knoxville
Finds Its Man”] he once again presented a thoughtful, honest assessment of a difficult situation.
But, that said, even though I agree
with his basis for what he did, I am
also of the opinion that maybe he
crossed a line with his contacting so
many of the various Church of God
Knoxville members and others associated with the church who all apparently seemed content with the spiritual
fodder they were being fed.
Michael Zaeske
Kalamazoo, Mich.
John 1:1-2? You decide
After reading Edward Malone’s
page-3 comments in issue 166 [“Church
of God Knoxville Finds Its Man”], we
might consider how and why we got our
beliefs and where they are taking us.
Most people look at the Bible in
one of two ways:
It is the Word of God.
It is not the Word of God.
In Mr. Malone’s opinion piece we
have a disagreement between two
people or factions that consider the
Bible to be the Word of God.
I cannot speak for these two men,
Mr. Malone and Gordon Enger. Nev-

this. Even if a religious social situation requires an
assertion to be proven
one way or the other,
maybe it can’t be.
The nature of the
Gospel of John is a
kaleidoscope for differing interpretations.
Without going into detail, consider the way both
sides of the preexistence
issue see John 1:1-2.
If we insist that Jesus
preexisted, then this beginning in John 1:1 conveniently becomes the creation, and the Word is a
person or separate God or God being.
If we insist that Jesus did not preexist, it is more convenient that this be
the beginning of the gospel as in Mark
1. Thus Jesus does not become the
Word until John 1:14.
Is the beginning spoken of in John
1:2 the same as John 1:1 or a different
beginning?
John is not clear even if our private
interpretation is clear.
Was Jesus the Christ, or did He become the Christ?
It is obvious that taking one side or
the other dogmatically on such issues
drastically affects our affection for
others.
It may even affect who or what we
address our prayers to and our ability
to honestly say amen to each other’s
prayers.
Dogmatism is victorious over love
every time.
Is not graciousness supposed to be
victorious over facts?
Phillip L. Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Thank God for the privilege
I have searched the Scriptures and
found myself in error. I was forced to
ask myself if I have a right to live in

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

has basked in his worshipers’ reference
to him as the Messiah, right?)
Free Lazor
Corcoran, Calif.
Lone Star right-wingnuts
Editor’s note: Gavin Rumney of the
Otagosh blog responded on his website Nov. 11, 2014, to THE JOURNAL’s
response to his comments about Mr.
Cayton’s cartoon. He titled his remarks “The Journal Bites Back”:
__________
Back in September I vented about a
cartoon that appeared in THE JOURNAL.
Much to my surprise it appears again
—with top billing!—as a letter to the
editor on page 2 of the latest issue
[issue No. 166, dated September-October 2014].
My piece was entitled “The World
as It Seems in Texas.” In its latest incarnation it has been rechristened “The
World as It Seems in New Zealand.”
Hmm.
Now, I probably deserve to be
soundly whacked across the chops on
this one. It was a cheeky piece. Clear-

‘I have only a vague understanding of what God is
doing today. I freely admit it does take a lot of faith
to believe God knows what He is doing.’
ertheless, the normal, typical agenda
of those with different religious viewpoints is that those with ideas or interpretations differing from them and/or
their group must be silenced in one
way or another.
It is almost humorous to see the
frustration of those commenting in
THE JOURNAL’s (somewhat) open forum wanting others silenced.
We live in a scientific age, an age of
science and facts. Even religion is
greatly affected. From a scientific religious standpoint, there is a right and
wrong way to do everything. We
stumble over metaphors and the like
because we need facts.
In the quest for facts, any concepts
of getting along with others go out the
window. If, for example, a person cannot drink alcoholic drinks in good
conscience, do we accept this or feel
threatened by it and continually insist
they conform to our conscience?
Or vice versa?
Can we ever get along while thinking like this on a thousand issues?
Does everything in the Bible need
to be historically accurate? The loose
way the biblical writers used words
and dangled participles is confusing
and in our effort to get facts we go in
different directions.
Some consider a given passage to
be metaphorical. Others see it as a
command or literal history.
Don’t think I have less respect for
the Scriptures than someone else.
However, I do not believe true information in the Book is as easily obtained as most suggest.
Sometimes determining definitive
facts may not be possible to make a
sound argument.
Predestination and preexistence
may or may not be good examples of

this country that God has blessed me
with and feel that I am entitled to live
here and not be responsible.
If I truly want to be entitled to all of
this country’s benefits but not responsibly vote for the leadership of it, then
perhaps I should be in another country
where voting is not available.
God created this nation with its
laws and constitution and gave me the
responsibility of voting for those in
public office.
Of course I trust God to assist me as
I prayerfully consider the candidates.
Freedom is not free, and I thank
God for the privilege of living in this
land.
Faith without works is dead.
Carolyn Priebe
Centre, Ala.
Everybody’s a critic
I must weigh in on the Obama cartoon by Earl Cayton. [See the first appearance of the cartoon on page 3 of
issue No. 165. See Gavin Rumney’s
criticism of the cartoon and THE JOURNAL’s publishing of it in issue No. 166
page 2.]
The letter by your reader Gavin
Rumney is ridiculous. It is he, not the
cartoonist, who has politicized the
cartoon.
Of the cartoons I have seen over the
years by Mr. Cayton, the Obama cartoon is his very best of any I’ve seen:
No. 1 in quality of artwork and message.
Mr. Rumney apparently lost sight
that this is a cartoon. It’s funny. It has
nothing to do with the politics he assigned to it, particularly as Democrat
vs. Republican.
Whether I loved Mr. Obama to the
max or hated him, my pleasure at seeing this cartoon would be the same. It’s
funny and has a lot truth to it. (Obama

ly I stomped over someone’s toes in
the process.
And, viewing the toon on the iPad, it
seems I misread the artist’s cognomen
as Clayton rather than Cayton, which,
mea culpa, was just plain sloppy.
The editorial comment beneath my
now retreaded blog piece notes that
Mr. Cayton hails from San Francisco,
not Texas. Well, okay, but my unkind
and intemperate reference to the Lone
Star State was related to THE JOURNAL
itself, which is published in Big Sandy.
It’s also inferred that I suffer from a
surfeit of “political correctness” in
finding Mr. Cayton’s humor inappropriate—if not downright offensive—
in this context.
Hmm.
Now I don’t want to bring down the
ire of the proud citizens of a great
state. And, for the record, I’m very
fond of older renditions of “The
Yellow Rose of Texas.”
But there’s a question of political
impartiality in any publication that
seeks to credibly inform a broad readership.
Please don’t misunderstand. As I’ve
said a number of times in the past (and
been roundly derided by some readers
for doing so), I actually quite like THE
JOURNAL. Many of its lead articles over
the years have been textbook examples of balanced journalism, studiously respectful to all parties.
Much of the credit for that goes to
Dixon Cartwright, who treads the path
between the various factions with
great aplomb.
But the point made is still relevant.
Wingnut political vitriol of this sort is
a nasty business best left to Fox,
WND and prophecy panders.
Having got that off my chest, you
can download the full PDF for yourself
from THE JOURNAL’s website [thejournal

mail to one of these addresses (when
ordering from the U.S. address, please
remit in U.S. funds):
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
org. (See subscription prices above.)
THE JOURNAL, c/o Lewis McCann, 24
Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £25 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

.org/issues/issue166/jx103114.pdf].
Among other worthwhile features there’s
an interesting article on the Hammer
family’s history in regard to the WCG,
and a tribute to the late Shirley Armstrong, widow of Garner Ted.
Gavin Rumney
otagosh.blogspot.com
Auckland, New Zealand
Gavin was funny
I thought Gavin Rumney’s comments about me in the last issue of THE
JOURNAL were humorous, even though
he didn’t mean it that way. [See letters
to the editor in issue No. 166.]
He doesn’t seem to like Texas. Although my permanent address is in
California, I like Texans. I was a military pilot during World War II and
spent much of that time in Texas.
After the war I was an instructor pilot
at the fighter-pilot school in Greenville, Texas. I recently attended the
Feast at Kerrville, Texas.
Seems Gavin thought I was a Republican. Actually, I am an independent. I vote based on merit, not party.
Col. Earl Cayton, USAF (Ret.)
San Francisco, Calif.
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Columns and commentary

We can know the way to overcome death
The writer is pastor of the Church
of God of Southern California and
founder of Guardian Ministries, P.O.
Box 50734, Pasadena, Calif. 91115,
U.S.A.
By David L. Antion
ASADENA, Calif.—We got the
news of Ron Kearney’s death at
the age of 63. His funeral/memorial service was set for Sabbath afternoon, Nov. 15, 2014, at 2 p.m. I was
scheduled to officiate at the Desert
Hills Mortuary in Scottsdale, Ariz.
Following the formal memorial
service was a reception to celebrate
Ron’s life.
While death is my enemy, it will be
conquered by Jesus Christ. But in this
age it has taken away people I have
loved and rejoiced to be with.
We read, “People have to die once.
After that, God will judge them” (Hebrews 9:27, NIRV).

P

Yes, death is my enemy and yours.
It will take away people we so dearly
love. This year has been particularly
difficult. In the last 12 months my wife
lost her brother, Tony Hammer (84),
and her sister,
Shirley Armstrong (79).
Thankfully,
they passed their
threescore and
ten and did live
full lives, seeing
children and
grandchildren.
The Bible
seems to point to
David Antion
70 as a life lived
without severe illness and where one
can still enjoy living.
“The days of our lives add up to
seventy years, or eighty, if one is especially strong. But even one’s best
years [Hebrew ‘pride’] are marred by
trouble and oppression. Yes, they pass
quickly and we fly away” (Psalm
90:10, New English Translation).
Death is my enemy when it takes
away beloved brethren who have not
yet reached their threescore and ten
years of age.

housekeeper had sprayed something
like Black Flag all over his library and
his books. She had seen a silverfish.
He came in after traveling and sat
down to read several volumes. Shortly
thereafter he had a stroke and died.
This brings to mind the statement in
Ecclesiastes: “Just as no one has power over the wind to restrain it, so no
one has power over the day of his
death” (Ecclesiastes: 8:8, NET).
Exploring life’s alternatives
In Ecclesiastes we hear the laments
regarding the futility of this life and
the reality that death will eventually
come to us all.
After exploring all of life’s alternatives—the various lifestyles—from
complete hedonistic pleasures to the
desire for power and control and
oppression of the poor—it concludes
with this admonition:
Remember your Creator while you
are young and in your prime (12:1),
and the conclusion when all has been
heard is this:
“Fear God and keep His commandments, because this applies to
every person. For God will bring every act to judgment, everything
which is hidden, whether
it is good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-14).

Missing 14 uncles
At one time I had 14 or more uncles
and that many aunts. I have no uncles
today and only two aunts, my mother’s younger sisters. I had a mother
and a father but now I have none.
I didn’t feel depressed
at the loss of Dad and
Mom because they lived
Death is my enemy when it takes
long (97 and 96), peaceDeath’s short-lived
ful and mostly pain-free
victory
away
beloved
brethren
who
have
not
lives and got to see their
children, grandchildren
For we who are in
yet reached their threescore and ten.
and great-grandchildren.
Christ have a hope that
We know that every
makes us rejoice and say
new baby or animal born
with the apostle Paul conwill eventually die. As parents we do
This year we lost beloved sisters in cerning when Christ returns and the
our diligence to protect our children Christ like Noni McVey (59), Cindy resurrection of the saints takes place:
from the horror of an early death.
Curley (64) and Rosemarie King (71).
“But when this perishable will have
Most of the time we are successful, We lost friends like Corene Pindroh, put on the imperishable, and this morbut there are parents who have had to CPA, and Harry Sneider, body builder tal will have put on immortality, then
endure the loss of their beloved chil- and weight trainer.
will come about the saying that is
dren, a nightmarish situation.
written, ‘Death is swallowed up in
Black Flag
victory. O death, where is your vicBibles mourns early death
We live in an age of chemicals and tory? O death, where is your sting?’ ”
In the Bible an early death was unknown dangers. One of the most
mourned. Would that these words knowledgeable nutritionists who ever Death is not the end of the world
lived died in his 60s. He took good
would be said about all of us:
“The sting of death is sin, and the
“After this, Job lived 140 years, and care of his heart and immune system power of sin is the law. But thanks be
saw his sons and his grandsons, four and added the best, most natural vita- to God, who gives us the victory
generations. And Job died, an old per- min and mineral supplements.
through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1
However, he had no idea that his Corinthians 15:54-58).
son and full of days” (Job 42:16-1).

Consider reading the Kingdom parables
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—Do you
like to read the parables in the
Bible? Jesus Christ spoke parables as a valuable teaching tool when
He walked the earth. He used the parables to teach lessons to His disciples
and to the audience in general.
Let’s consider some basic ideas
about parables.

B

Metaphors to teach
On page 1071 the Holman Bible
Dictionary defines parables:
“Stories, especially those of Jesus,
told to provide a vision of life, especially life in God’s kingdom. Parable
means a putting alongside for purposes of comparison and new understanding. Parables utilize pictures such as
metaphors or similes and frequently
extend them into a brief story to make
a point or disclosure.”
On page 932 the New Bible Dictionary describes the value of parables:
“The value of such a method of
teaching is twofold. First, it makes the
assimilation of such truth easier, for
‘truth embodied in a tale shall enter in
at lowly doors’; and secondly, the
truth so learned is more likely to
remain fixed in the memory, for by
drawing his own deductions from the

illustrations the learner is in effect
teaching himself.”
Important reminder
Later on the same page the New
Bible Dictionary gives an important
reminder.
It says: “Christian preachers in all
ages have striven, for homiletic purposes, to find more truth embodied in the
parables of Jesus than was originally
intended. Small details
have been allegorized so as to teach
truths not in the least
obvious in the stories themselves, and
irrelevant to the context in
which they are found.”
Just as false prophets in the
Old Testament gave messages
from the imaginations of their own
hearts (Jeremiah 23:16-17), teachers
in the New Testament did the same (2
Peter 2:1).
Since many religious teachers give
presentations based upon proof-texting from the entire Bible, it should
come as no surprise that such teachers
use parables in the same way in an
effort to support their preconceived
conclusions.
12 parables
Bible students are aware that Jesus
encouraged His disciples to place a
huge emphasis upon seeking the
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33).

Recently I recommended to people
that they consider reading the Kingdom
parables. I would like to make the same
recommendation to you.
Notice the following 12 parables.
Matthew 13:1-9: Parable of the
sower and the seed. (Verses 18-23
give an explanation of the parable of
the sower and the seed.)
Matthew 13:24-30: Parable of
the tares in the field. (Verses 3643 give an explanation of the
parable of the tares in the
field.)
Matthew 13:31-32:
Parable of the grain of
mustard seed.
Matthew 13:33:
Parable of the leaven.
Matthew
13:44: Parable of
the treasure hid in a
field.
Matthew 13:45-46: Parable of
the merchant and expensive pearls.
Matthew 13:47-50: Parable of a
net cast into the sea.
Matthew 20:1-16: Parable of the
laborers in the vineyard.
Matthew 22:1-10: Parable of the
marriage of the king’s son.
Matthew 22:11-14: Parable of
the wedding garment.
Matthew 25:1-13: Parable of the
ten virgins.
Matthew 25:14-30: Parable of
the talents.

When schools had prayers and Bibles, they
didn’t have drugs or guns.

What’s wrong with the
anti-Names argument?
The writer is a reader of THE
JOURNAL.

am Yahusha, whom thou persecutest” (KJV).

By John J. Adkins
EW HAVEN, Mich.—I would
like to address the antiNames argument put forth
by Herb Solinsky in Dixon Cartwright’s article “Hebrew Scholar
Urges ‘Balance’ in Sacred Names,” in
issue No. 166, dated SeptemberOctober 2014.
First, Mr. Solinsky would have us
believe that the Sacred Names weren’t
an issue in New Testament times.
Yet I read in Acts 18:15, “But since
it involves questions about words and
names and your own law—settle the
matter yourselves. I will not be a
judge of such things” (NIV).
See also Acts 5:26-28 and Romans 10:13-14.

Obliterating the Aramaic argument
It is important to address here that
the word Hebrew in verse 14 is defined in Strong’s as No. 1446,
Hebrais.
Although some lexicons give “Hebrew, Aramaic” as part of its definition and versions such as the NIV
and NLT translate verse 14 as being
in “Aramaic,” this is easy to disprove
because “Hebrew” in Genesis 39:14
and elsewhere in the Septuagint is
from the Greek Hebrais, a clear
Greek transliteration of “Hebrew.”
The Greek word for the Aramaic
language can be found in Daniel 2:4
of the Septuagint, suristi.
Further, as I stated earlier, the
Sacred Name is only in Hebrew.
Notice its absence from the Aramaic
text of the Scriptures in Daniel 4
through 7:28; Ezra 4:8 through 6:18;
7:12-16; and Jeremiah 10:11.

N

Did Jesus say the Name?
As far as whether Yahusha (Jesus)
said the Father’s Sacred Name in the
New Testament—or any of His disciples, for that matter—it is important to point out the following:
We do not have the original
manuscripts.
Deuteronomy 4:2 and 12:32;
Jeremiah 8:8; and Revelation 22:1819 strongly suggest that the Scriptures can indeed be tampered with.
Although there have been attempts to transliterate the Sacred
Name into Greek, the fact of the
matter is the Sacred Name can be
pronounced only in the pure language of Hebrew, as we are told in
Zephaniah 3:9:
“For then I will restore to the people a pure language, that they all may
call on the name of Yahuah, to serve
Him with one accord” (NKJV).
Why can’t Yahuah use Hebrew?
I guess my question to Mr. Solinsky would be: Why does Yahuah
have to change our language to call
on His character or reputation?
The next major issue I have is Mr.
Solinsky’s statement that “Jesus and
His friends, His first followers and
family, spoke Aramaic, not Hebrew.”
But Yahusha’s mother, Miriam
(Mary), was the daughter of a Levite
priest named Joachim, which is evident because she was cousins with
the Levite Elizabeth (Luke 1:5, 36).
So, being from a priestly family,
there is no doubt that at least Yahusha and His family spoke Hebrew.
If more proof is needed, Acts
26:14-15 says: “And when we were
all fallen to the earth, I heard a voice
speaking unto me, and saying in the
Hebrew tongue, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me? It is hard for thee
to kick against the pricks. And I said,
Who art thou, Lord? And he said, I

Make my day
Go ahead. Do a concordance
search for “Lord,” Strong’s No.
3068, in those “Aramaic” portions
of Scripture. You won’t find it!
Consider also the fulfillment of
the prophecies in Jeremiah 44:26
and Amos 6:10. Notice the removal
of Yahuah’s name in some of the
postexilic writings:
Yahusha son of Nun (Jehoshua,
Numbers 13:16; 1 Chronicles 7:27)
turns into Yeshua son of Nun (Jeshua, Nehemiah 8:17). Yahutsedeq
(Jehozadak, 1 Chronicles 6:14-15;
Josectech, Haggai 1:1) turns into
Yotsedeq (Jozadak, Ezra 3:2).
These are Hebrew transliterations
of their Aramaic counterparts, devoid of the Sacred Name!
Plain sight
Finally, Mr. Solinsky, as do all
anti-Namers, tries to cast doubt on
whether the sacred name’s pronunciation is lost or not.
Ironically, it is hidden in plain
sight within the name of the tribe
that is forbidden to pronounce it
(Jeremiah 44:26), Judah (Yahudah).
In Hebrew the Sacred Name is
spelled yod hey waw hey (YHWH).
Judah (Yahuday) is spelled yod hey
waw dalet hey (yhwdh).
You can see the Sacred Name in
the name Judah (Yahudah) interrupted by the letter dalet. The letter dalet
is a picture of a door. So, when you
open the door/dalet in the name
Yahudah, you have the Sacred
Name Yahuah.
With this perspective in mind,
revisit and consider the following
verses: 1 Kings 6:31a; Psalm 76:1;
Luke 11:52 and Revelation 3:7-8.
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Feasts in Oregon and East Texas set pace for early RCG
Continued from page 1

sat on the ground. It wasn’t a real
sermon; it was more like he was
talking about the work [of the
church].”
Mr. Hammer didn’t remember all
who were there, but he did remember
that Joe and Dorothy Williams and
Wid Boyce sat in the group.
Mr. Armstrong conducted the
Passover service itself and most
daily meetings at the Hammer house
back at Gladewater.
Minnie Humphreys of Mineola,
Texas, was one of those in attendance.
Mr. Armstrong baptized Mrs. Humphreys and her husband, Roy (who
died in 1975), along with Freia
Friddle (who became Freia Smith)
shortly after the spring festival. The
baptism took place in Big Sandy Lake
(which was also sometimes called
Evermans’ Lake) on June 21, 1952.
Mrs. Humphreys described how,
after listening to Mr. Armstrong on
his radio broadcast, he put the Humphreyses in contact with Roy and
Pearl Hammer in Texas.
“We were tithing to the Radio
Church of God and Mr. Armstrong
wrote us a letter inviting us to contact the Hammers,” said Mrs.
Humphreys. “We called over there
and Mrs. Hammer invited us to
come for a visit. We went there on
the Sabbath, and the house was filled
with people.”
Mrs. Humphreys described those
early Sabbath meetings:
“The Hammers had been out there
[to Pasadena], so we would ask them
a lot of questions. There was no
preaching at that time. Roy Hammer
would just talk to us. We would ask
him a lot of questions.”
Dorothy Williams of Big Sandy
recited her memories of coming into
contact with the Radio Church of
God. At the time she and her husband, Joe, and their four children
lived near Temple, Texas. After listening to Mr. Armstrong on the
radio, Mrs. Williams wrote to church
headquarters.
“I would bombard Mrs. Armstrong with questions,” Mrs. Williams, who was 84 at the time of this
interview, told THE JOURNAL.
She also requested a visit from
church representatives, and in the
summer of 1949 two young men traveled from Southern California to the
Williams home in Temple for a visit.
“Raymond Cole and Raymond
McNair came to our house way out
in the country,” she remembered.
“We kept them up until 3 in the
morning asking questions, so they
spent the night. We made a pallet for
them on the porch.”
The Williamses were farmers who
raised hogs and chickens. Like many
rural people in the 1940s, their house
had no electricity or plumbing.
During the Pasadena men’s visit,
they encouraged Mrs. Williams to
attend the Feast of Tabernacles at the
RCG’s only Feast site, at Belknap
Springs, Ore.
Her husband was still a smoker at
the time, so the church representatives did not think he was ready to
attend that Feast. She made the trip
by train from San Antonio, Texas, to
Los Angeles.
“I had never been out of the
state,” she said.
Mrs. Williams, who died in 2005,
remembered the breathtakingingly
beautiful Feast site at Belknap
Springs overlooking the majestic
McKenzie River.
Living waters
“Where church services were held
you could look out on the river,” she
said. “It was just so beautiful.”
A fond memory for Mrs. Williams
was seeing a young mother, Anne
Elliott, holding her baby in a rocking
chair during services.
“Things were a lot more informal
then,” said Mrs. Williams. “There
was nothing disrespectful, just more

Antion] helped, and a lot of people
donated books.”
Readers of last month’s churchhistory article in THE JOURNAL will
remember that Imperial Schools
opened in Big Sandy in 1954, with
the Redwood Building providing
classrooms and a library for the elementary and high school.
Mr. and Mrs. Friddle served the
Big Sandy church from 1955 until
June 1957.

relaxed. Like many other Church of
God old-timers, Mrs. Williams remembered something else about
church and festival services in those
days.
“I just know they were long,” she
said. “We had services in the morning and again in the afternoon. They
just went on and on and on. I’m not
complaining because we learned a
lot of truth. It was the truth then, it is
the truth today, and it will be the
truth when Christ returns. We
learned about salvation.”
Mrs. Williams, who grew up as a
Baptist, remembered begging Mr.
Armstrong to baptize her.
“I just wanted to be sure,” she
said. “But Mr. Armstrong said, ‘No,
you’ve already been immersed.’ He

THE CHURCH IN HISTORY—Left photo:
Radio Church of God founder Herbert W. Armstrong stands with members of an Ambassador
College Bible class in Pasadena in 1949. Pictured
are (from left) Betty Bates, Raymond McNair,
Kenneth Herrmann, Mr. Armstrong, Herman
Hoeh and Marion McNair. Above photo: Dwight
Armstrong and Beverly Battles (later Beverly
Swisher, wife of Ken) attend the yearly faculty
reception at Ambassador College in 1952. [Left
photo by Bill Homberger, courtesy Dorothy
Williams; above photo courtesy Doris Cole]

strong saw the need for
a tabernacle building
that would serve the
entire church, so he decided to construct a
building on the property
that would hold the total
church membership at the spring and
fall festivals.
Some who attended that first Feast
of Tabernacles after the construction
of the Redwood Building have vivid
memories of that observance. Because the Quonset-hut-style structure did not have walls on the end
and no heated or refrigerated air, the
attendees were exposed to the elements.
That fall the elements brought
frigid temperatures.

it came whistling through.”
Mr. Hammer specifically remembered one speaker with obviously
healthy lungs.
“Preaching had been going on for
about two hours one afternoon and
the minister said, ‘And in closing,’
and went another 45 minutes.
“I decided to run to pick up the
meat for the evening meal. I had the
meat at the locker plant in Gladewater. I went and got back and he
was still preaching. He said, ‘And in

Mrs. Williams, who grew up as a Baptist, remembered
begging Mr. Armstrong to baptize her. ‘I just wanted to be
sure,’ she said. But Mr. Armstrong said no.
never rebaptized me, but he did lay
hands on me in 1949.”
‘We went berserk’
In 1952 the Williamses heard
from Mr. Armstrong of his plans to
start a congregation at the Hammer
residence near Gladewater. They
moved from Temple to Big Sandy in
January 1953 so they could be near
other church members and attend

“We would take our army blankets with us and we would all wrap
up,” Mrs. Humphreys said. “We
would almost freeze.”
On another occasion “we lost electricity, and the lights went out while
Mr. Armstrong was preaching so
everyone took their chairs outside in
the sun and Mr. Armstrong finished
speaking without a microphone.”
Mrs. Humphreys, who died at age

CHURCH HISTORIANS—Three East Texans who were early Radio Church
of God members in the Big Sandy area were (from left) Dorothy Williams of
Big Sandy, Ken Swisher of Tyler and Buck Hammer of Gladewater. All three in
2002 provided the writer with historic information for the article on these pages.
For a picture of Mrs. Williams from the 1970s, see page 1. [Photos by Dixon
Cartwright and John Warren]

weekly services.
Mrs. Williams recalled her excitement at the prospect.
“We heard Mr. Armstrong say
there was going to be a church here.
We went berserk. We were so
thrilled to have a church. We just got
up and moved up here.”
Mr. Williams went to work on the
campus in the summer of 1953 helping to clear the property up.
The fledging congregation met at
the Hammers’ until Mr. Armstrong
had the Redwood Building built.
The little group wanted a small
building that would meet the needs
of the local members. Mr. Arm-

91 in 2002, remembered a sometimes-grueling schedule.
“All through all eight days we had
two services. Everyone was worn
out by the end of the day.”
Learning something new
Mr. Hammer also remembered the
long services.
“During those days we were having some services go four hours,” he
said. “It was a little different then
because we were learning something
new. We were meeting in the Redwood Building and the ends were
still open. We put tar paper on the
ends to try to slow the wind down as

closing,’ and went another 30 minutes.
“Miss Lola was sitting on the
back row. She stood up and said, ‘. . .
Someone is going to have to choke
him off!’ I thought that was pretty
funny.”
First pastor
Mrs. Williams told about the first
pastor, Marion McNair, to serve in
what was to become known as the
Big Sandy congregation.
“Marion and DeLoyce McNair
came first,” she said. “They were
also the first teachers at Imperial.
The [Floyd] Lochners came after the
McNairs.”
In 1952, at the second Passover at
the Hammer home, among those in
attendance were two young native
East Texans, James “Jimmy” Friddle
and Dean Blackwell.
“They got recruited to attend Ambassador,” remembered Mr. Hammer.
After their tenure at AC, both men
returned to East Texas and served
the congregation they first attended.
“The first one they sent from Pasadena [to Big Sandy] was Marion
McNair,” said Mr. Hammer. “That
summer they sent Dean Blackwell as
an assistant while he was still a student at Ambassador. Boy, did we get
the scriptures. He didn’t say much
that wasn’t straight out of the
Scripture. I don’t think he stayed but
through the summertime.”
Later replacing Mr. McNair as
Big Sandy pastor was Raymond
Cole. Raymond and Myra Cole
served the congregation for a short
time, said Mr. Hammer, and were
replaced by James and Marjorie
Friddle in September 1955.
Wayne Cole, now of Tyler, Texas,
younger brother of the second pastor, told THE JOURNAL:
“When Raymond was here he did
a lot of work to develop the library.
Molly Hammer [now Mrs. David

Unordained pastor
On a 40th-anniversary videotape
produced for the Big Sandy congregation of the Worldwide Church of
God in 1993, Mr. Friddle reminisced.
“After Marjorie and I were married,” he said, “we were sent to our
first pastorate of the Radio Church of
God in Gladewater, Texas. I had
quite a shock when we arrived in
Gladewater. Mr. Raymond Cole
broke me in quickly as he assigned
me to give the Bible study and the
sermon on the Sabbath the first week
we arrived.”
Mr. Cole assisted Mr. Friddle on
one church-member visit, “then I
was on my own, fresh out of college
and green as grass.”
Mr. Friddle worked under Mr.
Lochner at Imperial for part of each
workday and as church pastor for the
rest of the time.
“Mr. Cole left me to pastor the
church, but as yet I was not ordained.”
Mr. Hammer remembered that
with the rapid growth of the Radio
Church of God in the 1950s and
1960s came a desperate shortage of
ministers.
“In those days,” he said, “it was
get them graduated, get them married, give them a car, give them a
church, and go get ’em, boys.”
Half and half
The next pastor to arrive in the
area was David Jon Hill, who served
here for a short time.
Kenneth Swisher, who replaced
Mr. Hill in 1957, told THE JOURNAL:
“Jon Hill came in temporarily
after Jimmy Friddle transferred out.
He pastored and taught at Imperial
School. I was sent here in 1957, and
this was the last place a minister
wanted to come. There were problems here. Half the congregation
was for Marion McNair, and the
other half wasn’t.”
Mr. Swisher at the time of this
interview was living in retirement in
Tyler after serving in the ministry of
the Radio and Worldwide Church of
God until 1996.
Mr. Swisher remembered Guy
Carnes coming to Big Sandy the
same year he arrived to begin serving as principal at Imperial.
Mr. Lochner returned to Pasadena, where he continued to serve as
superintendent of schools for the
California and Texas Imperial campuses.
Mr. Swisher enrolled in Ambassador College after his discharge
from the U.S. Army in August 1952.
He had served his country as a radio
technician in Korea. He attended his
first Feast of Tabernacles at the Big
Sandy site that same fall. Little did
he know that five years later, after
his graduation, he would return as
church pastor.
Although he had taught at Imperial in Pasadena, Mr. Swisher did
not teach when he came to Big
Sandy. The Radio Church of God
was growing so rapidly he was busy
serving the scattered brethren across
Texas, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi and even states further east.
“We were the easternmost church
at that time,” he remembered. “If
someone east of Big Sandy needed a
minister, I was the closest one.”
Mr. Swisher was a “local elder,”
the lowest ministerial rank, during
his early assignments.
See ELDERS WENT, page 5
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Elders went to jail after close encounter with grumpy lawmen
Continued from page 4

That changed suddenly when a
situation arose in which the church
officially decided that a pregnant but
unmarried young woman from Kilgore, 20 miles from Big Sandy,
should get married.
After consulting with Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Cole about the situation, Mr. Cole told Mr. Swisher to
perform the wedding.
“I told them I couldn’t do the
wedding because it would not be
legal,” said Mr. Swisher. “Mr. Armstrong said, ‘What? We sent him
down there as pastor and he’s not
ordained?’ That is how I got ordained as a preaching elder.”
Juneteenth, a Texas tradition
Mr. Swisher drove a red and white
’54 Pontiac he had bought from
Marvin Lindsey in Pasadena to his
new job assignment. He remembered
needing to have some work done on
the car, so he took it to the J.O. Williams dealership in Gladewater.
“Mr. Williams said we can’t work
on your car today; this is Juneteenth,” Mr. Swisher said. “I didn’t
know what that was, and he said to
me, ‘You’re a damn Yankee, aren’t
you’?”
Juneteenth is June 19, the anniversary of the day on which slaves in
Texas after the American Civil War
learned of President Abraham
Lincoln’s Emancipation Proclamation. Mr. Swisher, having grown up
in Illinois, had never heard of
Juneteenth.
Many people who remember the
1950s and 1960s will recall the separate white and black cultures of those
days. Mr. Swisher remembered three
restrooms (marked “Men,” “Women” and “Colored”) in every gas station and two water fountains (designated “White” and “Colored”).
Mr. Swisher mentioned the difficulty of visiting with black Radio
Church of God members in their
homes.
Because of sensitivities in East
Texas concerning anything to do
with race, “when I visited black
brethren, I wanted a black minister
to go with me,” he said.
“I asked Harold Jackson [a black
RCG pastor] to come down from
Chicago and we would visit all the
black brethren.”
But racial sensitivities even
meant a white person could get in
trouble with local law enforcers if
he were seen riding in a car with a
black person.
So “we hatched this plan that Mr.
Jackson would drive and act like the
chauffeur and I would sit in the back
seat,” said Mr. Swisher.
“In those days the motels were
segregated, and he would drop me
off and he would drive to another
fleabag motel. In the morning he
would come back and pick me up.
He would get out and open the door
for me.
“We got away with that all the
way across Arkansas and into Louisiana until we got to Shreveport.
Some policeman spotted us there and
he tailed us all the way to the city
limit. Mr. Jackson and I did a lot of
praying. If someone had caught on,
we could have been in big trouble.”
Mr. Swisher fondly remembered
Mr. Jackson, the first black minister
ordained in the Radio/Worldwide
Church of God, eventually rising to
the rank of evangelist. Mr. Jackson
died in 1991.
“What a fantastic guy he was.”
Mr. Swisher related a story about
a black minister at a “ministerial
refresher program” of the Worldwide Church of God who commented in later years that he couldn’t
believe the church had practiced
racial segregation at one time.
Mr. Swisher told him: “I did that.
I had Mr. Armstrong’s approval. I
told him what the situation was here,
and he backed me up on that. At the
Feast we had people coming in off

the street, and we had to protect our
church members. We had to be wise
as serpents and harmless as doves.”
Church members who attended
Feast of Tabernacles observances at
Big Sandy in the old days will remember that in the first metal tabernacle building and in the big tent
until 1968 ushers would designate
separate sections of folding chairs
for black church members. In the
Piney Woods campground on the
church property, the captains of 10
and captains of 100, etc., would
reserve separate sections for the
black brethren.
In the jailhouse then
Events in the church in the early
days of Big Sandy conspired at one
point to land Mr. Swisher and Mr.
Hammer in the local clink.
“Some woman from Louisiana
came here, obviously against her

Mr. Swisher did
what he could to
make ends meet in
East Texas. One
thing he did was
work on his own
car.
“ We h a d a
church member in
Canton, Texas,
Mr. Leon Pierce,
who had a garage,” he said.
“He told everyone
he came in contact
with about the
church. Melven
Allen was working for him at that
MEMORIES—Left photo: Eva Arm- time.
strong, mother of Radio Church of God
(Mr. Allen, who
founder Herbert W. Armstrong, poses now lives in Big
with church member Eddie Eckert in Sandy, worked for
the late 1950s in Pasadena, where the many years in the
local congregation met for Sabbath ser- t r a n s p o r t a t i o n
vices for many years. Above photo: department at Amand when Buck Wayne and Doris Cole work in the bassador in Big
Sandy.)
flushed his it
“I went over
would come kitchen at the Feast of Tabernacles site
at Siegler Springs, Calif., in 1952. there one day and
up in mine.”
was under my car
Mr. Ham- [Photos courtesy Doris Cole]
when Mr. Allen
mer also recame in,” said Mr. Swisher. “All he
membered.
“That jail had problems,” he said. saw was my feet. After I slid out
“They brought us food on trays that from under the car Mr. Pierce said,
looked like they had fed dogs with. I ‘I’d like for you to meet our pastor.’
decided to fast. I didn’t eat anything Mr. Allen almost passed out. He
didn’t expect a pastor to be working
while I was there.”
Both men said they thought more on his own car.”
Dorothy Williams, whose huswas going on than met the eye. They
sensed what they described later as band, Joe, was a church employee,
religious animosity and jealousy in could remember those lean days as
well.
that and other situations.
“The judge was a Church of
Christ minister and he hated us with Weeks without pay
“We went for weeks without a
a purple passion,” said Mr. Swisher.
paycheck,” she said. “We owed
Pardon his French
every ma-and-pa store in the area. If
Since Upshur County, including it hadn’t been for Buck [Hammer], I
Big Sandy, was “dry”—that is, al- don’t think we would have made it.

With the concerted efforts of Mr. Hammer and an attorney,
the sheriff released Mr. Hammer, Mr. Harmon and
Mr. Swisher from custody that night.
husband’s will, to observe the
Feast,” explained Mr. Swisher. “He
showed up during the Feast with a
Louisiana deputy sheriff” looking
for the man’s wife.
But “I wouldn’t help them locate
his wife,” and “I didn’t know where
the woman was camping,” said Mr.
Swisher. “This was the spring holy
days, and we were not as organized
for the spring feast as we were for
the Feast of Tabernacles.”
The next thing Mr. Swisher knew,
the Upshur County sheriff and a
deputy were knocking on Mr. Swisher’s door in Gladewater.
“They took me to jail. I had four
kids, and Bev was in the back room
nursing the baby. I never had a chance
to tell her what was happening.
“The kids ran to her and said, ‘A
man with a big gun came and took
Daddy.’
“They put me in the car, and there
was Buck Hammer and Tom Hamon, a church member from Louisiana. We spent part of the night in
jail.”
(The lawmen hauled Mr. Hamon
in as well as Mr. Hammer and Mr.
Swisher because, said Mr. Swisher,
Mr. Hamon was outspoken to the
sheriff in his opinion of the sheriff’s
actions that day.)
With the concerted efforts of Mr.
Hammer and an attorney, the sheriff
released Mr. Hammer, Mr. Hamon
and Mr. Swisher from custody that
night.
But Mr. Swisher still had vivid
recollections of the accommodations
at the jail in Gilmer.
“They put me in one cell and Buck
was in the one next to me. There was
something wrong with the plumbing
because when I would flush the toilet
in my cell it would come up in his,

cohol sales and consumption were
prohibited by law—Mr. Swisher
would seek permission from the
U.S. Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms
Commission (ATF) to serve wine at
Passover services and on the Night
to Be Much Observed.
Mr. Swisher would make sure the
ATF paperwork was in order each
year before the observances.
An ATF officer confided in Mr.
Swisher one year that local law
enforcers had come to him privately
and asked him to participate on a
“raid” on the church’s property near
Big Sandy.
“That would have been on Passover or the Night to Be Much
Observed,” said Mr. Swisher. “Can
you imagine the commotion that
would have caused? We had a good
relationship with that ATF official,
and he knew we had everything in
order. He told me, ‘Pardon my
French, but I told them to go straight
to hell.’ ”
Mr. Swisher remembered another
incident involving East Texans
opposed to the consumption of
alcohol.
“We had one motel owner that
called us after about 30 or 40 of our
people had a party one night. He
went out and counted the beer bottles. That was a problem to him.”
Almost passed out
Mr. Swisher remembered that, because of tight church finances, the
going could get rough at times for
church employees. Sometimes they
might go for weeks at a time without
a paycheck.
Sometimes, because of finances,
Ambassador College back in Pasadena could not afford to hold classes
the customary five days a week.

We eventually did get paid, but we
were very thankful for all the grocery stores that gave us credit.”
Mr. Hammer raised cattle, had a
greenhouse and raised tomatoes and
other vegetables. As many oldtimers will recall, the church operated a farm on its property that predated the opening of the college.
The farm developed to include a
dairy operation, beef cattle, and fruit,
vegetable, egg and forage production.
When Mr. Hammer became fulltime supervisor of the church’s
buildings and grounds on his father’s
death in 1962, the church hired Dale
Schurter to oversee the farm.
Feeding the early flock
Mr. Swisher talked about his sermons in the early days.
“My sermons then would have
been on prophecy, Christian living,
Sabbath-keeping and the law,” he
said. “I was a big preacher of the law.
“We had Imperial School here, so
some of the sermons would be presented to deal with some of the difficulties going on there.”
Mr. Hammer recalled two issues
from the early days.
“In those days we had Church of
Christ women coming in with no
makeup and hair in a bun, and we
had Methodist women coming in all
painted up with all kinds of hairdos.
“The women kept going to Mr.
Armstrong complaining about the
others. He decided to form a committee to look into the subject of
makeup.”
Mr. Hammer said that, because of
the mix of men Mr. Armstrong chose
for the committee, he could easily
predict what Mr. Armstrong’s decision regarding makeup would be.

“All I had to do was look at their
wives,” said Mr. Hammer.
As many will remember, the
Radio Church of God and Worldwide Church of God banned women’s cosmetics in the 1950s and
1960s (and during a separate span in
the 1970s).
Before Mr. Armstrong’s makeup
decision, said Mr. Hammer, a local
minister “didn’t know what he would
be preaching from one week to the
next. We never knew if we’ve got
makeup, it’s okay, or if it was all off.”
Another issue was fashion of
clothes, especially women’s.
Darned if you do
“We had a deal about women
wearing slacks after Mr. Swisher
came,” said Mr. Hammer. “This had
to do with women wanting to dress
like men.”
In one service Mr. Hammer remembered Mr. Swisher talking
about women who wore “shorts.”
“He said, ‘Some of you are too
fat, so you don’t look good and
ought not to be doing that,’ ” Mr.
Hammer remembered Mr. Swisher
saying. “ ‘Some of you are so skinny
that you don’t look good in them.
Some of you really look good in
them and you definitely shouldn’t be
wearing them.’ ”
Even though Mr. Hammer remembered humorous and some
would say ridiculous events and decisions, he was thankful, he said, for all
he learned during the early years.
“Most of us didn’t know much,
but I think we knew enough to realize this [the Radio Church of God]
was the right way.”
The church’s message included
freely given advice on health matters, including specifics of diet, such
as a general prohibition on white
bread and white sugar.
“We learned a lot, and back then
we didn’t have many people sick,”
said Mr. Hammer. “I remember the
first man who died. I didn’t think
anyone in the church was going to
die, and for a lot of years nobody
did,” but “then a man out in New
Mexico had a heart attack and died.”
Mr. Hammer said that because
church members “knew we were the
temple of the Holy Spirit” they
wanted to “take care” of the temple
by eating to stay healthy.
One-man ministry
Myra Cole of Eugene, Ore., widow of Raymond Cole (who died in
September 2001), talked to this
writer of some of her memories of
the early days in Big Sandy.
“What services were like depended on if there was anyone from the
college in Pasadena available to give
a sermonette,” she said.
In the early days of the Radio
Church of God, only one man was
available to give the sermon in each
congregation. As more students attended Ambassador, the men would
emerge after graduation with training in how to give speeches and start
with presentations of 10 to 15 minutes each that came to be called sermonettes.
“I enjoyed every area we lived
in,” said Mrs. Cole. “We moved a lot
in those days. We were in and out of
Big Sandy and Pasadena a lot. During our stays in East Texas we lived
in Big Sandy, Longview and Gladewater. Our youngest daughter was
born in Big Sandy.”
The only thing Mrs. Cole remembered that she didn’t like about Big
Sandy was the summer heat.
“It would get to 120 degrees. I
would go to the ice store and buy ice
and drink iced tea all day just like the
natives.”
CG7 influence
Wayne Cole, who entered Ambassador in Pasadena in 1950 and was
graduated in 1954, remembers the
influence of Mr. Armstrong’s former
church association.
See MR. ARMSTRONG, page 23
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Sermons: Pastor Ian Boyne
Pastor Boyne gave an eye-opening
exposition called “Lessons From the Life
of Moses” in which he presented Moses as
a model for how spiritual Feast-keeping
exiles should live. By Moses’ rejection of
his palatial upbringing in favor of suffering with God’s people, he showed his
denunciation of Egypt’s values and his
faith in Yahweh’s promises.
Despite his celebrated status as Israel’s
deliverer and legendary leader, however,
Moses had an anger problem, Pastor
Boyne asserted.
Drawing on several scriptural references, he showed a pattern of unchecked
emotional outbursts by Moses that eventually led to his being prevented, by Yahweh, from entering the Promised Land.
Moses’ fate should serve as a warning
for believers to identify patterns of compromise, sin or weakness that could result
in their eventual exclusion from the Kingdom of God.
Pastor Horane Smith
Pastor Smith presented two sermons,
“Does God Really Make Sense?” and
“Behold Your King!”
The first was an intriguing philosophical foray into questions having to do with
God’s role in, and response to, the multiplicity of atrocities people face every day.
For instance, how is it that the wicked
prosper while the righteous suffer while
God seemingly just looks on?
In his second sermon Mr. Smith
showed from many scriptures that Jesus
satisfied the biblical qualifications of the
promised Messiah.
Pastor George Ramocan
Pastor George Ramocan, who joined
the Ocho Rios Feast site on day six, gave
a sermon titled “The Kingdom of God:
Man’s Most Urgent Need.”
He declared the Feast of Tabernacles a
world symposium dealing with matters of
the world tomorrow.
Is it really true that there is eternal life?
Will God actually establish a kingdom of
eternal peace and prosperity?
It is in answering these questions that
believers will understand, deeply, that
God’s promised Kingdom is the most
urgent need of man, Mr. Ramocan said.
In his other sermon, Pastor Ramocan
spoke on “How Does One Make It Into
the Kingdom of God?”
Young people especially should anchor
their lives in God’s promises and not be
deceived into worldliness due to their
drive for educational and career success.
Other speakers
Elder Glenford Smith delivered two
sermons, titled “Whose Report Will You
Believe?” and “The Common Denominator of Spiritual Success.”
Other speakers included deacon Derrick Alwood (“Examine Yourself”); Ricardo Hall (“Parables of the Kingdom”);
Sean Goldbourne (“The Babylonian Defense Plan”); Stephen Scale (“The Body
as God’s Temple”); Shannon Henry
(“What Kind of Christian Are You?”),
George Ramocan; deacon Fenton Tracy;
Ray Williams; Khari Ballantyne; Jeremy
McKenzie; and Jordan McKenzie.
HWA Memorial Speaking Competition
The annual Herbert W. Armstrong
Memorial Speaking Competition gen-

who decided to join CCOG in Arusha.
Paul Makinda requested my visit in Arusha to meet that lady and other brethren.
So I told him that I will make it to Arusha
in November.
“I was very happy that a lady who is an
Islam can change her mind to join God’s
church. May you pray for this lady. I am
really praying for her.”
I was able to personally baptize Paul
Makinda when he came to the Continuing
Church of God conference in Nairobi,
Kenya, this past spring (this was also covered in issue No. 160 of THE JOURNAL,
dated March 31, 2014).
More than 500 people who are part of
the Continuing Church of God were able
to attend the Feast of Tabernacles in 2014.
We had more than double the number of
attendees in North America and Africa
this year compared to 2013.
Additionally, there were people who
were unable to get to our sites who live in
North America, the Caribbean, South
America, Europe, Australia and parts of
Africa. But some of them could watch the
videos prepared for and during the Feast.
The “500 people” figure does not include those who were unable to attend,
nor does it include two groups in Asia who
held the Feast of Tabernacles at sites there
but who have a more distant affiliation
with the Continuing Church of God.
Nor does it include some in Africa who
are currently looking at possible closer
affiliation.
We expect to have more people and
hopefully more sites in 2015. Bob Thiel,
Arroyo Grande, Calif.

guest artiste Ernie Smith, a Jamaican
musical icon.
His masterful performance had the
audience rocking and singing along to his
well-known hits including “Duppy or
Gunman,” “All for Jesus” and “Pitta Patta.” The entertainment complemented an
enjoyable communal meal, served earlier.
Family Fun Day & Picnic
The Peace and Love in Marriage Ministry (PALM), presided over by Erlett
Findlay, organized an exhilarating Family
Fun Day & Picnic outing dubbed “Family
Fun Splash” at the celebrated Waterland
attraction.
PALM also coordinated a lovely dinner
and dance session at the annual Couples’
Night event.
Youth activities
Youth Ministry leaders Jeremy McKenzie and Katherine Foster planned and
executed an interesting Youth Day Service
on day seven.
The Youth Eat Out Night event, on day
two, was also a big success, and the interactive Youth Rap Session, conducted by Youth
Overseer elder Glenford Smith on the theme
“Christian Dating and Sexuality,” was a
helpful, educational and fun exercise.
Baptism of seven
The Last Great Day witnessed the baptism of seven new members into the Body
of Christ. More than 75 persons congregated on the Turtle Towers Beach to celebrate with the candidates, who originated
from Maroon Town in St. James, Kingston and Toronto, Ont., Canada.
Amid joyful singing, Pastor Boyne and
Elder Glenford Smith baptized the first
five candidates.
Pastor Horane Smith then joined Mr.
Boyne in baptizing his twin sons Jody
Smith and Cody. Mr. Boyne and Glenford
Smith then performed the laying on of
hands.
Best ever—until 2015
The singing of the closing hymn “Till
We Meet,” which coincided with the end
of the Last Great Day, signaled the culmination of what many veteran Jamaican
Feastkeepers claimed was their best-ever
Feast.
It also expressed the anticipation many
already feel for Feast 2015, which Pastor
Boyne has started forward-planning for
because it will represent 40 years since the
Church of God held its first Feast in
Jamaica, in 1975. Glenford Smith.
ATTENDANCE EXCEEDS 500
RROYO GRANDE, Calif.—The
Continuing Church of God had record
attendance at its second sponsored Feast
of Tabernacles. The Continuing Church of
God had sites in North America, Africa
and the South Pacific.
A highlight of the North American site
in Orlando, Fla., was the baptisms that
took place there.
When I was baptizing a man there, his
head somewhat popped up and did not
quite get immersed when I went to put
him under the water, so I had to push his
head specifically a second time. It seemed
a little humorous at the time, but he at
least was properly fully immersed.

B
2014 FEAST OF TABERNACLES—Above: The oceangoing cruise Feast observance sponsored by the Downers Grove, Ill., congregation. Below: The observance in
Orlando, Fla., sponsored by the Continuing Church of God. See the Feast reports
beginning on page 1 of this issue. [Photos courtesy Marjory Willingham and Bob Thiel]
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Topics in Orlando
Topics covered in messages in Orlando
included the Feast of Tabernacles, forgiveness, love, human nature, strangers and

didn’t record them but I have thought that
I could do that now that I’m home again
and send them to you.
“We’ve just arrived home from our
drive up from Wellington, all happy, safe
and sound. The weather was good for the
whole Feast (another answered prayer),
and we enjoyed the sightseeing and the
shopping etc.
“To download your sermons we pur-

When I was baptizing a man, his head somewhat popped
up and did not quite get immersed when I went to put him
under the water, so I had to push his head a second time.
erated much anticipation this year, and it
didn’t disappoint. For more about the
competition, see the article on page 1 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.
Family Fun Show
The annual Family Fun Show, coordinated by Mrs. Kaydene Wright, was a
highlight of the festival and lived up to its
“fun” billing.
A wide range of items of dance, music,
drama and poetry delivered a night of
excellent fun and entertainment to the
hundreds who attended.
Mrs. Aldith Smith coordinated a particularly memorable historical portrayal of
“Women in the Bible.”
The Canadians were well represented
by the vocal talents of Horane Smith, who
showed off his entertaining side to the
appreciative Jamaican audience.
Jamaica Night
Not to be outdone, Mrs. Meleisa Haynes,
coordinator of the annual Jamaica Night,
gave the buzzing crowd a memorable
evening of entertainment, with surprise

pilgrims, Messianic Judaism, the gospel
of the Kingdom, China, tradition, prophesying, dealing with Satan, and the meaning of the Last Great Day.
We were only significantly affected by
rain one day in Orlando, the sixth day of the
Feast. Our family was caught in two downpours that day. They reminded me why the
Jews did not pray for rain until the eighth
day, the Last Great Day, of the Feast.
We received information from the
video Feast site in Wichita, Kan. The following is excerpted from that report:
“The 2014 Feast attendance for the
Wichita video group was three adults and
two children, two teenagers.
“We had no problems. We were able to
see the sermons you uploaded from the
day before and others you had from last
year on Deuteronomy. Very good!”
Great New Zealand Feast
We received a report from John Hickey
from New Zealand related to the site
there: “The Feast was great. We enjoyed
your sermons very much. For sermonettes
we had some of yours and I gave some. I

CGBS, UCG and CBCG
IG SANDY, Texas—This year I had
planned on attending the Feast in person at the Church of God Big Sandy’s site
in Big Sandy and the United Church of
God’s “satellite site” (that’s where I
attended several services in person last
year), also in Big Sandy.
But this year I was ill during much of
the Feast and, being basically homebound,
was still able to attend live services
through the miracle of the Internet.
I viewed live sermons and heard special music from Destin, Fla. (a CGBSsponsored site) and the UCG’s Panama
City, Fla., site.
I also had Feast sermons from Fred
Coulter of the Christian Biblical Church
of God sent out in advance on DVD.
Thank God for technology, which man
can use for God or evil. In this case it was
for God.
Except for missing fellowship (except
for a few who stopped by my residence in
Big Sandy), it was almost like being there.
It was not a replacement for traveling
into some of the great vacation spots in the
world but still gave me much-needed spiritual renewal, which after all the Feast is
all about. Mac Overton, overtmac@aol.
com, Big Sandy, Texas.

chased extra gigabytes for my iPad and
used that as a hotspot to download them to
the laptop. This worked extremely well.”
Greetings from Kenya
Here are excerpts from a report from
Ondigo Ochieng:
“Greetings from Kenya. The Feast of
Tabernacles in Kenya 2014 was a wonderful Feast I ever kept. And it is the first
Feast of CCOG [Continuing Church of
God in Kenya which was perfectly done.
“We had three Feast sites in Kenya:
Ndhiwa, Kisii and Nairobi.
“There was a problem with our brethren from Tanzania who were blocked at
the border when they were crossing the
border because they did not have passports. So they went back and kept the
Feast in Tanzania.
“Only our brother Paul Makinda, who
was baptized in Nairobi during your visit
in Kenya, managed to reach at the camp in
Ndhiwa.
“The Feast in Ndhiwa was opened at
the end of Oct. 8 when the 9th was arriving, and that night we got sermon from

Bob Thiel. It was a wonderful sermon and
was spiritually inspired.
“In the morning I gave a sermon about
the importance of the Feast of Tabernacles
and the reason it should be kept.
“The site in Ndhiwa was the largest
Feast in Kenya, with a population of 236
people. Adults were 196 and 40 children.
“There were 12 congregations who
were in the Ndhiwa site and one man from
Tanzania. The congregations were Ndhiwa, Oriang, Mbani, Kiseke, Oyugis, Rongo, Nyakach, Mbita, Migori, Eberege Kisii
Nyamaruma Kisii and Mgonga Kisii.
“Also, we had two people from Kisumu
who wanted to attend the CCOG site. They
were a William and Nora. I gave them
church history and after four days they
declared that they are CCOG members.
“Even today I received their calls and
wanted me to go to Kisumu to arrange
how they can meet every Sabbath. I stayed
in Ndhiwa for three days, then I traveled
to Kisii to meet our brethren who were
keeping Feast in Kisii.”
200 in Kisii
Regarding Kisii, here is a report from
Evans Ochieng:
“Pastor Bob: The Kisii site was hosting
200 people.
“In Tanzania a former Muslim expressed interest in becoming part of the
Continuing Church of God.”
Mr. Ochieng’s report
Here is a report from Evans Ochieng:
“I am happy to inform you that the the
magazines have done a wonderful work. I
was informed by our brother Paul Makinda that the magazines that I was sending to Martin have made some big changes in Tanzania and there are people in
Arusha who received the Swahili translations from Martin [Wanga] and have
joined the CCOG.
“There is also one lady, an Islamist,

CRUISING WHILE FEASTING
LIZABETHTOWN, N.J..—Greetings, fellow church brethren! The
Church of God Downers Grove sponsored
a nine-night Bermuda-and-Caribbean
cruise for the Feast of Tabernacles 2014.
The cruise was a success with more
than 40 people in attendance with at least
five Churches of God represented.
We began the Feast in Elizabethtown,
N.J., with Stanley Deveaux as the main
speaker for the first service. His message
was clear about why we were celebrating
God’s commanded Feast.
Sailing out of Cape Liberty, N.J., the
initial plans were to stop in Bermuda, St.
Maarten, Puerto Rico and Labadee, Haiti.
However, we did not make it to the
island of St. Maarten due to Hurricane
Gonzalo chasing after us, which made for
an interesting and fruitful Feast experience with a lot of praying.
The messages this Feast were incredibly inspiring, with a total of three speakers
on the ship, including Ken Svehla (pastor
of COG Downers Grove), Jim Patterson
(Chicagoland Church of God) and Al
Turner (pastor from Detroit, Mich.).
Each and every service had 100 percent
attendance from all the brethren thoroughly glorifying God.
As a part of the glorifying, there was
daily special music including vocal solos,
duets and trios and piano duets.
Many single members actively contributed to the services by leading songs,
opening and closing with prayer and playing hymns.
The Feast was incredibly rewarding for
everyone, and we really united as a group
by eating dinners together every evening
of the trip. The spiritual nourishment was
satisfying as well as the nonstop food and
entertainment fulfilled by the physical
aspects of the Feast.
We are planning another Feast cruise
for in 2016. Make sure you look for us at
Facebook, THE JOURNAL or Shepherd’s
Voice. Marjory Warrington.
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Connections runs classifieds
C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Health

Jane Taylor

Sale at cost! Parasite Zapper $15, book $19,
black (cancer) salve $10, salve book $30, col silver gen $40, CSG book $15, Quwave.com/
Defender $307, S/H 1 book of Forever stamps.
After these work, please consider a donation of
cash, Forever stamps, HP61 ink (black + color),
paper or cardstock. Thank you. Jeffrey Heart,
283 Moon Clinton #1-1 Moon Twp., PA 15108;
(412) 264-1347. Cash only.

Personals
Widow, nurse, longtime COG member, looking
for a gentleman age 63-90 for a longterm relationship, friendship first. Please send info and
pics to P.O. Box 133174, Tyler, TX 75713, U.S.A.

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:

Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Obituaries

Obituaries
began attending the Worldwide Church of God.
In her later life she attended the Living Church
of God, United Church of God and Christian
Biblical Church of God. ¶
She had a good sense of
humor, loved to tease and
was generous. She loved
talking on the phone with
friends, learning and reading. She read a variety of
books, the Bible being her
favorite. ¶ In her later years,
as her vision diminished,
she enjoyed receiving audio
books from the Arkansas
Library for the Blind. ¶ Veda Veda Mitchell
was preceded in death by
ex-husband, Norman Joe Mitchell; daughter
Sally June Mitchell; parents, Clyde Asa and
Gracie (McDaniel) Davis; and siblings William
“Buster” McDaniel, Alton Lewis Davis, George
Davis and Eva Thornton. ¶ Veda is survived by
children Joe (Melanie) and James Mitchell and
Kelly (Larry) Smith; grandchild Cody Mitchell;
and siblings Delbert (June) Davis, Macel
Jones, Vida Lewis, Nancy Moore, Ronnie
Davis, Waco Davis and Audrey Loghery. ¶ A
memorial service was Nov. 15, 2014, at
Jacksonville Senior Center in Jacksonville with
Barry Howdeshell officiating.

Veda Lorell (Davis) Mitchell, 67, Jacksonville,
Ark., born March 3, 1947, passed away Nov.
11, 2014. ¶ Mrs. Mitchell grew up farming and
picking cotton and graduated from high school
in Wabbaseka, Ark. After she raised her children, she received her bachelor’s degree in elementary education from UAPB. She taught at
Jenkins Memorial Children’s Center in Pine
Bluff, Ark., and was a substitute teacher in the
public schools in Jefferson and Pulaski
Counties. ¶ She was baptized July 4, 1970, and

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church

Services for Melvin Leon “Mel” Brady, 81, of
Hawkins, Texas, were Nov. 8, 2014, at Croley
Funeral Home Chapel in Gladewater with Mike
Feazell officiating. Interment followed at Gladewater Memorial Park. Mr.
Brady passed on Nov. 3,
2014, in Winnsboro, Texas.
¶ Melvin Brady was born to
John and Elise Brady in
William County, Ohio, July
21, 1933. He was a veteran
of the United States Air
Force and later worked and
retired as a truck driver. Mel
met and married Amy Miller,
residing in Hawkins, Texas.¶
He is survived by his wife, Mel Brady
Amy Brady; sons Timothy
Brady of California and
Michael Brady of Arizona; daughters Victoria
Brady of California, Kristina Carmichael of
Dallas, Texas, and Nicole Heap of The Colony,
Texas; brothers David Brady and John Brady of
Indiana; a sister, Colleen Bowen; and 10 grandchildren. ¶ Mr. Brady was preceded in death by
his parents and a son, Gregory Brady.

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Gary Lewis Fakhoury, 52, of Richmond, Va.,
died Sept. 30, 2014, on Virginia Beach, Virginia.
¶ Gary was born Jan. 23, 1962, in Altadena,
Calif. His wife, Barbara, and three children,
Christian, Kyle and Reagen, parents Louis and
Vivian Fakhoury and brother Roger Cory and
his wife Toni survive him. A daughter, Hannah
Fay, predeceased Gary. ¶ An award-winning
writer, Gary crossed several fields of endeavor.
He received his bachelor’s degree from
Ambassador College, Pasadena, Calif. He held
creative-writing positions for major banking
institutions, energy-exploration companies and
advertising firms before his last position, with
Capital One Financial
Corp., Richmond, Va. ¶ His
far-reaching accomplishments had influences on
television, radio, billboards
and corporate management
and responsibility. ¶ While
Gary’s legacy was literally
broadcast around the world,
his light shone even more
brightly on a personal level.
He followed a personal Gary Fakhoury
creed of God, family and
country in everything he
did. He was a lifelong spiritual man who sought
out opportunities to experience the joy of life
with his family. ¶ As he aged, Gary blossomed
into a kind and gentle man who exuded love in
all of his personal and professional relationships. A man of natural curiosity, he would be
fascinated by the smallest of life’s matters, often
pelting others with a barrage of questions to
satisfy his uncurbed enthusiasm for life. ¶ A
graveside service was held on Oct. 5, 2014, at
Pleasant Cross Christian Church Cemetery in
Asheboro. Cards can be sent to his wife, Barbara, and family at 8800 Avalon Dr., Henrico,
Va. 23229, U.S.A. ¶ See more about Gary
Fakhoury in “Notes and Quotes” on page 24 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.

Prayer requests
Leon Avery requests prayers
for his sister, Jane Taylor of
Tulsa, Okla. Jane has colon
cancer. She was diagnosed
several weeks ago. Cards
of encouragement may be
sent to Jane c/o Leon Avery, 4642 S. St. Louis Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74105, U.S.A.
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David John Sandland passed away on Oct. 20,
2014. He was 69. David was born in Australia in
1945. ¶ David attended Ambassador College in
Bricket Wood, England, and was present with
Ron Dart and others at the college gymnasium
for the 1966 Feast of Trumpets when Garner Ted Armstrong got a scolding for
warning the church that
Petra was not the “place of
safety” and that they would
not be going there. ¶ David
graduated from AC in 1969
and married Lynn Demarest. ¶ He worked in the
WCG headquarters office in
the Mutual Life and Citizens
Insurance Co. building in David
North Sydney, Australia,
that Garner Ted had Sandland
opened in 1959. David
added the mailing address to the daily GTA
radio broadcasts of The World Tomorrow. This
was before modern computers when the tapes
had to be cut and then carefully matched
together with tape. ¶ After GTA was cast out of
the WCG in 1978, David visited Garner Ted’s
new CGI headquarters in Tyler, Texas, and
started the Australian CGI when he returned in
July 1979. ¶ One of David’s children, Benjamin,
died in hospital in 1985, and Garner Ted mentioned him in a sermon tape called “Heart and
Attitude of Christ” (Nov. 30, 1985). It is available
on the ICG web site, icg.org.au. ¶ Under pressure, David stepped down from running the
CGI. He got cancer and had a bone-marrow
transplant in 1995, which appeared to have
kept him going for nearly 20 years. ¶ David had
many friends in the offshoots of the WCG and
was much liked and is much missed.
Paul Timothy Zoellner, 82, of Bryant, Ark.,
passed away Nov. 29, 2014. He was born Feb.
11, 1932, in Chicago, Ill. He grew up doing all the
things boys do. He graduated from Morgan Park
Military Academy in Chicago. He moved to Bryant in
1951 and worked as a
builder in central Arkansas. ¶
Paul loved to build and create but also loved farming
and raising chickens. He
played the organ, piano and
banjo and was a good
singer. But most of all he was
a family man and loved hosting family events. ¶ Paul was
giving, faithful, honest, clever Paul Zoellner
and truthful. He was a deacon in the Philadelphia
Church of God, where he served for many years.
He was admired by all who knew him, especially
his family. He is missed greatly. Paul was Pop
Pop, dad, brother and husband. He was a true
gentleman. He was preceded in death by his parents, Emil and Adeline Zoellner. ¶ Paul is survived by his wife of 53 years, Bertha Ray
Zoellner; four sons, David Zoellner (Cheryl) of
Little Rock, Ray Zoellner (Rachel) of Rogers,
Ark., John Zoellner (Deenna) of Fort Worth,
Texas, and Ted Zoellner of St. Petersburg, Fla.;
two brothers, Alan J. Zoellner and Russell M.
Zoellner; a sister, Tod Noteboom; and 13 grandchildren. ¶ Memorial services were Dec. 4, 2014,
at Ashby Funeral Home. An online guest book is
at ashbyfuneralhome.com.
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God’s Judgment
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

T

he wrath of God will be followed by the
Millennium, so new Christians or those
who never knew God can come to world
repentance. The wicked refused to repent
after overwhelming proof
God was real and ready to
hold court, which will be the
Last Judgment (Revelation
20:11-15).
The Two Books
The indictments were read
from a set of books. Another
book, the Book of Life, was
also given, to name those
who were innocent and set
free to receive eternity in the
Kingdom of God. These
books claim the guilty are to
be tried in court and the
nonguilty—the innocent ones
—are set free.
The book of Malachi was in
the library of God, which is
historical (Malachi 3:16-18).
One book was the Book of
Remembrance, including those
who feared God and those who
did not.
Those who feared God and
His “name” are the jewels of
God and are blessed with all the
riches of God. The ignorant and
foolish are to be tried in the
court of God because the wicked and violent will be without
excuse (Romans 1:18-20).
Jesus agrees with Malachi 3
and Revelation 20 (John 5:23-

29). Jesus told the scribes and the Pharisees that, if
they were blind (did not know better), their sins
should not be held against them (John 9:41).
The day of judgment goes beyond who sinned but
also applies to those who did not know what they
were doing.
The White Throne Judgment is not about who is
guilty but who can be made “white.” The book of
Revelation defines the Bride of Christ as worthy to
be dressed in white.
The judgment of God determines how to take the
wicked or violent and clothe them in white linen.
The judgment is a time for the world to be saved. It
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Bible Reveals
Three Baptisms
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
Covenant by repentance. Adam and Eve chose not
is not a time to destroy the guilty. Only the flesh is
to be baptized and were exiled from eternal life.
destroyed, but their “spirit” is eternal.
From their seed the Son of Man would be born.
Everyone in the world chose death over life, so
Three Spirit Changes
the Son of Man had to have the faith to become perGenerally, many believe there is only one bapfect like God. Without absolute liberty, no one can
tism—through repentance—but there are three
be like God, who is totally free. This is why without
major baptisms. God adopts individuals as His
faith—in God—an individual sins (Romans 14:23).
“children” through Abraham. He follows with three
As long as there is faith, there is no condemnatypes of baptisms (Matthew 3:11-12).
tion: “There is therefore now no condemnation to
John the Baptist tells how God will save everythem which are in Christ Jesus who walked not after
one: “And think not to say within yourselves, We
the flesh (human works) but after the spirit”
have Abraham to our Father: for I say to you, that
(Romans 8:1). Individuals who are condemned and
God is able of these stones to raise up children to
admit they are guilty need no trial. A grand jury
Abraham” (Matthew 3:9).
requires a trial if one pleads not guilty.
All previous baptisms were not as powerful as the
“Repentance” is “to acknowledge, on your own,
baptism of repentance. The children of Abraham
that you are a sinner.” At that point only a penalty is
could be blessed only with earthly blessings and a
given. The penalty is determined by whether one
long physical life but no eternal life in the Kingdom
knew they were sinning or not. They may have been
of God. God will save everyone regardless of their
ignorant or foolish or planned to commit a crime
lifespan. God is eternal and can do the same with all
and, virtually, knew better but willfully sinned by
things which are—“In Him.” No form or structure
choice. God is the judge but, through Christ, all
can limit God and what He will choose to do or be.
judgment is given by Him from God because He
Three Miraculous Baptisms
personally experienced all temptations (as experiThe first baptism is by repentance and water.
enced by humans). As the Son of Man, Christ knew
Repentance changes your
in His flesh how weak
mind by free choice
humans are. Penalties
Repentance is acknowledgement
and then cleanses your
can rehabilitate indiof sin. The penalty for sin is
mind through water.
viduals through more
determined
by
whether
the
sinner
Genesis offered the
teaching and habit deknew
he
was
sinning
or
not.
Everlasting Covenant
velopment or purging
(the beginning) (Geneby fire.
sis 1:1-3). The word beginning in Hebrew is bereshit Two to Go
and means the Everlasting Covenant, where the
The second baptism is a rehab program by the
Holy Spirit of God covered the earth with water.
best coach there is. This coach is adamant, tenaThis was the first water baptism to save the entire
cious. He never gives up. Only humans, by free
earth. The Tree of Life was available to the first two
choice, make the decision to lose faith when followhumans (Adam and Eve), but rejection was their
choice, which made them subject to death.
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
John the Baptist restored the Everlasting
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God Burns Sin From the
Intentionally Wicked
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
shoes I am not worthy to bear (follow): he shall baping their own egotistical desires. You decide to be
tize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire: Whose
your own god, and you feel you do not need God fan [spread] is in his hand and he will thoroughly
and He becomes dead to you. However, God is the
purge his floor and gather his wheat in the garner but
only true coach.
he will burn up the chaff (straw) with unquenchable
God, being longsuffering, has another baptism,
(fire of God) fire” (Matthew 3:11-12). All three bapthe third baptism, which is a fire baptism. This is
tisms are different.
because God is a “consuming fire.” He personally
Three groups of individuals have the job of maksteps in, knowing how to purge man of sin. God
ing you in the image of God so you can withstand
makes faith a reality that produces real hope with- any pulls of the flesh. Your faith and hope determine
out end. God burns sin from the intentionally
how much pain and suffering it takes before you
wicked. The promises of God and His “Word” are
yield by free choice. God, alone, is the Almighty
guaranteed and need no swearing. His yes is yes
God and there is none like Him (Isaiah 46:9).
and His no is no.
Here is the answer of God to Jacob and the remThe Word of God is an oath that never fails. If
nant of Israel (Isaiah 46:3). God has given life to
God wants and intends
them and they have
to make man in His
been carried from the
If you lose faith, your ultimate
image, He will accomwomb of God like a
baptism by Christ will be the lake
plish all His “goals”
mother. They are His
of fire. Your flesh will burn up, but
(Ephesians 1). If not,
children who have
your ‘spirit’ will survive.
God could not be God.
rebelled (Isaiah 1:2).
God always does His
You are to seek
pleasure because only God is “good” (Matthew 19).
God while you can find Him. Why would God want
God will not and cannot fail because He always
to hide from you? God hides from you because man
seeks His “own counsel” (Isaiah 46:10; Ephesians
sins and, since God is perfect and holy, He cannot
1:5, 10-11).
dwell with man (Isaiah 59:1-2). “Two cannot walk
together unless they are agreed” (Amos 3:3).
A Sword and Purging
The three baptisms forgive your sins by the blood
God rehabilitates man as a sword cutting to the
of Christ, and true repentance restores you to God. If
joints and marrow (Hebrews 4:12). It even cuts
not, the Holy Spirit of God cleanses you by the truth
asunder your soul (life), your daily living and your
of the Word of God.
spirit—how you think (agreement). This includes
Finally, if you lose faith, the fire of God—the lake
your thoughts, which are theories composed of
of fire—is your ultimate baptism by Christ. The
possibilities (like science). The Word of God is the
straw (your flesh) is burned up, so you are purged to
protector of your mind, like a helmet for salvalive, spiritually, by every word of God. Only your
tion—the Way of God through the Word of God
sinful flesh dies, but your “spirit” survives.
(Ephesians 6:17).
White Throne
Baptism by Fire
White linen is so pure it has no color, just as black
“I indeed baptize you with water to repentance:
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
but he that comes after me is mightier than I, whose
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The Way of God
Ends Death
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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being unsealed and to eat the little book that was
sweet in his mouth (salvation) but bitter in his stom-

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

has no color. All the colors of any rainbow have their
own values in various degrees. Each value is harmonious, so you can hardly tell when each color
blends in and becomes another color. All colors are
at peace—one with another.
Ezekiel reveals the Messiah (Ezekiel 10:17-22).
The Messiah is ready to judge when He comes from
the east and becomes the King of Kings. This is the
judgment of the Almighty God, from which came an
indictment for His children who were rebellious and
who are hard-hearted (Ezekiel 1:24).
Read Ezekiel 2. God is ready to make a judgment
to forgive His people and to give them peace on
earth (Ezekiel 3). Read about the White Throne
Judgment written in Isaiah 40.
ach (Revelation 10:1). The Israelites and the gentiles
Ezekiel finds a scroll unrolling all the rebellious
had sinned.
history of Israel (Ezekiel 3). The prophet is told he
The final White Throne Judgment includes the
should eat this “roll,” or scroll, until his belly is full.
rest of mankind, with only a “remnant” saved in the
As he puts it in his mouth, he finds it is sweet as
first resurrection.
honey. The honey is sweet since, in the beginning,
The sinful, rebellious world must face the final
the tribes of Israel were the chosen people of God.
tribulation, with the White Throne Judgment to folBut now they are a rebellious and stubborn people.
low.
This was Israel’s judgment. They lacked faith in
Those thrown in the lake of fire will bring about
their Heavenly Father.
the end of death and the grave (Revelation 20:11Jesus turned to the
15). This is the third
gentiles, who had more
baptism, where all the
The White Throne Judgment is when God
faith than anyone in
guilty are purged and
comes to save the world through Christ.
Israel (Matthew 8:10).
made pure under the
They will be made perfect, like God.
This was the time of
New Heavens and on
God’s plan is to eventually save the world.
the gentiles to show
the New Earth without
their faith, as a witmore curses (Reveness, to Israel and the world. The gentiles were follation 21:1-7). God always does good, even in His
lowing the centurion’s faith so they too could
judgments.
receive salvation including all future gentile generThe White Throne Judgment is when God comes
ations. Their weakness is revealed in war-monger- to save the world through Christ. All who are guilty
ing and greed (an example is Judah) (Revelation
burn up in the flesh, leaving their pure spirits. They
2:3). As with Israel, only a remnant are worthy to
are made perfect like God, who only does good
become sons of God.
works. This is the Plan of God—to, eventually, save
An angel speaks, telling John to seal what was
the world.
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‘Under the Law’ doesn’t mean
‘under the penalty of the Law’

R

omans 6:14 tells us “ye are not under
the law, but under grace.” Galatians
5:18 also says believers are not
“under the Law.” Herbert Armstrong
explained that this meant we were not
under the penalty of the Law. Most of the
churches of God continue to teach this.
However, Galatians 4:4 uses the same
phrase. If we apply this interpretation
consistently we must believe that Christ
was “born under the penalty of the Law.”
Christ being born under the penalty of
the Law makes no sense. In any case, if
the penalty doesn’t apply, a law is meaningless.
The King James Bibles tell us in
Hebrews 7:11 that The Law was received
under the Levitical Priesthood. Actually, a
better translation is found in the NASB:
“Now if perfection was through the Levitical
priesthood (for on the basis of it the people
received the Law) . . .” (see also NIV, ALF,
NLT). The Law was actually based on the
existence of the Levitical Priesthood. It
administered The Law. The Law can’t
function without the Levites.
Under The Law, men in Israel could

divorce a wife if she was unfaithful (Deu
24:1-4). This is unacceptable to Christ, the
High Priest to whom believers look (Mat
19:3-10). Christ taught a return to what
was from the beginning. The tribe of Levi
and The Law they administered were not
from the beginning.
The Law required that if someone
repented and wanted to be forgiven for
transgression against the Creator he had
to go to a Levite and arrange to make a
sacrifice (Lev 1-7, Deu 12:5-14, Deu 18:1-2).
The Law allowed that this would cover
his sin. That is not how a believer in Messiah atones for sin. He goes humbly to his
Savior, Christ, and asks for mercy, determining never to transgress again (I John
1:7, Col 2:13). Christ pleads their cause
with the Creator and the believer can be
forgiven without animal sacrifice. Believers look to Christ, their Savior, as their
High Priest. They don’t look to the tribe
of Levi as required by The Law.
Deu 31:24: “So it was, when Moses had
completed writing the words of this law in a
book, when they were finished, that Moses
commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of

the covenant of the LORD, saying: ‘Take this
Book of the Law, and put it beside the ark of
the covenant of the LORD your God, that it
may be there as a witness against you.’ ”
The Law was not written until about 39
years after the time of Exodus, just before
Israel went into the Promised Land. The
Levitical Priesthood did exist at that
time. Moses gave The Law he wrote to
the Levites. It was set outside the Ark of
the Covenant of the Lord. The Law was
not the Covenant of the Lord. It was not
the same law. It did not want a particular
tribe to be the priests (Ex 19:5-6).
Popular opinion has it that The Law
was received in Exodus 20 with the Sinai
Covenant. The firstborn were the priests
at that time (Ex 13:2, Num 3:10-13). The
Levitical priesthood didn’t exist in
Exodus 20. So The Law was not received
in Exodus 20. A very important law was
received in Exodus 20, but it is not the law
to which Hebrews or Romans 6:14 refers.
The law received in Exodus 20 was
from the beginning (I Chron 16:15-18).
That is the law Christ expects His followers to respect. Mat 19:17, “. . . But if you

want to enter into life, keep the commandments.”
Believers in Christ are not under the
authority of the Levitical Priesthood or
under the Law administered by them.
Christ is their authority and High Priest.
He set a higher standard and seeks to
raise His followers to His standard. He
teaches His believers to eliminate sin
from their mind rather than to seek forgiveness after the offense. However, if
they fall short and truly repent He will
forgive without animal sacrifice. He is not
bound to the Law either.
Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Examine
the record yourself and develop your own
relationship with your Savior through an
in-depth study of His word. Herbert
Armstrong explained Romans 6:14 to the
best of his knowledge, but his explanation
doesn’t take into account a careful reading
of the record of Moses and the New
Testament. This just highlights one area
of misunderstanding holding back the
churches of God. CreatorsCovenant.org
lays open what others have glossed over.

★ www.creatorscovenant.org or .com ★
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D

o you feel inconsequential in the
congregation? Do you feel worthless and like no one cares about
you? Cheer up!!! God loves you
and has given you an important job from the
time you were converted.
You, right now, are a priest, whether you are
a man or woman. Each person, man or
woman, is a priest (not priestess). Read Gal.
3:28. Not male or female. God wants you to
exercise the responsibilities of that office.
As priests, we do similar tasks as did the
sons of Aaron. We make intercessions for
others, as our mates, children, friends and governmental officials.
In that office we make a lot of difference in
what happens. We are a Holy Priesthood and
a Royal Priesthood. Read this in 1 Peter 2:5
and 9, Rev. 1:6, 5:10, 20:6. Moses made that
intercession with very good results by his rea-

soning with God. We should do the same.
We do not perform blood sacrifices, but we
can present our bodies—as with reasonable
service. Read Rom. 12:1 and 1 Tim. 2:1. That
includes intercessions. The main duty of a
priest is “intercessions.”
The goal of God is to bring many sons to
glory. Saul, who became the Apostle Paul, was,
before, a beast of a person to the point of
insanity (mad), Acts 26:11. You can change a
person from being a person of beast-like character to one with a kind and reasonable temperament.
Intercessions can change, by prayer to God,
the president of the U.S. to have righteous
leadership for the betterment of Christians and
Israel.
We have Jesus Christ for our High Priest,
who makes intercessions for us. We take
advantage of Him and that office.

— Lawrence G. Mumme —
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).
“One day we shall come back. Until
then, à bientôt (= good-bye A’ Soon)”
The Apostle John prophetically wrote about this sooncoming World War III: “I saw a beast rising up out
of the sea . . . and his deadly wound was
healed. And all the world marveled and followed the beast . . . They worshiped the beast,
saying, ‘Who is like the beast; and who is able
to make war with him?’ ” (Revelation 13:1, 3-4).
By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

A

Church of God, Faithful Flock

WARNING to the Nations!—The above Scripture speaks prophetically of the revival of the Roman Empire—10 nations coming together in unity
that will be made possible by the office of the pope
in Rome (Revelation 13:11-15); it will begin World
War III.
Nazi Germany: Because of its power (military and economically), and its dominant nature and aggressiveness, the
leading nation of the ten will undoubtedly be the ancient
Assyrians, better known today as Germany, who will spearhead World War III according to its promised ongoing plan
as the following quotes make known from the book The Plot
against the Peace, by Michael Sayers and Albert E. Kahn, 1945.
Seeing the war was being lost once again by Nazi Germany in 1944, there was the ominous warning promise:
“One day we shall come back. Until then, à bientôt” (=
good-bye A’ Soon) These were the last words of an anonymous German military spokesman over Nazi radio in Brussels on September 1, 1944.
Britain: On October 9, 1995, Margaret Thatcher, former
British prime minister, said in a speech given in Colorado
that German reunification WAS A BIG MISTAKE for which all
of Europe is now paying. “Germany is very powerful now—
her national character is to DOMINATE,” she said.
Warning from Stalin: On November 6, 1944, Marshal Josef Stalin warned the Soviet people and the
world: “After the defeat of Germany she will, of course, be
disarmed, both in the economic and military-political
respects. However, it would be naïve to think she will not
attempt to restore her power and develop new aggression. It
is known to all that the German leaders are ALREADY now
preparing for a new war . . . (page 35).”
Understood Today: Arthur Spiegelman of Reuters said on
May 10, 1996, “Realizing they were losing the war in 1944,
Nazi leaders met top German industrialists to plan a secret
post-war international network to restore them to power,
according to a newly declassified U.S. intelligence document.”
Lost the War and Won the Peace: “The German General Staff has always regarded military defeat as merely a
temporary phase of war. The war goes on. Battle strategy
becomes underground conspiracy; artillery is replaced by
propaganda; wartime espionage becomes post-war political
intrigue, terror, assassination and secret preparation for new
military attack (page 11). This plan is directly aimed at the
eventual German conquest of the United States (Page 22).”
The Cunning Deceptive Inroad to a Comeback: “Nazi
Germany has suffered a military defeat; but the struggle for the
peace has just begun (began within the Common Market). That is
the central fact of the present time (1945). Around it revolve all
questions of future security and world construction (page 245).”
Their Plan Never Wavers: “The German General Staff
is resigned to a temporary military defeat. Germany’s rulers
have prepared their plans to win the peace and convert it into
a basis for a third world war (page 245). Their Fifth Columns
are active in the United States and every other country.
Having suffered a military defeat in the Second World War,
Germany’s rulers are plotting to win the peace (page 238).”
An Empire to Reign for 1000 Years: Dr. Herman L.
Hoeh wrote, “The German leaders and philosophers have

never forgotten this notion of the Middle Ages that the
German, in place of the Jew, has a special mission from God.
German politicians know that their dream of a world empire
can be created only if they maintain this claim of a worldmission” (Plain Truth, December 1962).
Germany’s Ongoing Objective: “The German General
Staff exist for a single purpose: war and world conquest
(pages 43, 86). The German nation is fighting for world Empire (page 90).”
They went underground: “By the time the Allied armies
crossed the Reich frontiers, there were FEW Nazi party leaders to be found in Germany. They had gone underground.
Most of them had false identity papers taken from obscure
Germans killed in air raids. Others had been planted in concentration camps to pose as anti-Nazis.”
March 1945—The Authors: “This book is
a WARNING to the nation. The secret rulers of
Germany are already preparing for a new
world war. They have vast hidden economic
and political reserves for future use, not only
inside Germany but throughout the world.”
With the knowledge of knowing the ancient
Assyrians are today the modern day Germans,
we will look at how God is going to use them
to conquer their arch-enemy, the House of
Israel, in particular, the House of Joseph.
“The LORD will bring a nation against
you from afar, from the end of the earth
(Isaiah 10:5-6), AS SWIFT as the eagle flies, a
nation whose language you do not
understand, a nation of FIERCE COUNTENANCE, which does not respect the elderly NOR show favor to the young”
(Deuteronomy 28:50; Isaiah 47:6).
United States and Britain in Prophecy, Mr. Armstrong, pages 210-212: “Yet, in this detailed prophecy,
Micah 5:10-11, God says: ‘And it shall come to pass IN
THAT DAY that I will cut-off your horses [war horses,
Moffatt Trans.]–-tanks, ships, rockets—“out of the midst of
you, and I will destroy your chariots: and I will cut off
your cities [by Hydrogen Bombs?], and throw down all
your strongholds.’ ” . . . God will use a Nazi-Fascist
Europe to punish Britain-America.”
“They are TERRIBLE and DREADFUL; their judgment
and their DIGNITY (Master Race) proceed from themselves. Their horses also are SWIFTER than leopards
(the fastest of the cat family), and more FIERCE than
evening wolves . . . their cavalry (armies) comes from
afar; they FLY AS THE EAGLE that hastens to eat”
(Habakkuk 1:7-8).
“They all come for VIOLENCE; their faces are SET
like the east wind. THEY GATHER CAPTIVES LIKE SAND.
They scoff at kings . . .” (Habakkuk 1:9-10). All of the
captive peoples to be taken to Europe and dispersed within
the 10 nations for cruel slaughter and hard bondage.
“Therefore you shall SERVE your enemies, whom
the LORD will send against YOU, in hunger, in thirst, in
nakedness, and in need of everything; and he will PUT
A YOKE OF IRON on your neck UNTIL he has destroyed
you” (Deuteronomy 28:49).
The History of Assyria/Germany: “Not a single neighbor of the Germans,” wrote Emil Ludwig, “could ever trust
the Germans to remain peaceable. No matter how happy
their condition, their restless passion would urge them on to
ever more extreme demands” (The Germans: Double History of
a Nation, 1941, p, 12).
Assyria/Germany’s Progressive War Plan: “But he
has evil plans, his mind harbors evil designs; for he
means to destroy, to wipe out many nations, not a
few” (Isaiah 10:7, NJPS).
God’s Wrath on America and Britain: “Woe to
Assyria, the rod of My anger and the staff in whose
hand is My indignation. I will send him against an
ungodly nation and against the people of My wrath. I
will give him charge, to seize the spoil, to take the
PREY (people captive), and to tread them down like MIRE
of the streets” (Isaiah 10:5-6).
Cruel by Nature: www.ushistory.org/civ/4d.asp:

“Fear was another tool used by the Assyrians. Although all
wars are cruel, the Assyrians were notorious for their widespread use of torture as was Nazi Germany during WWII.”
Such a Time as Never Before: Based on the words and
warnings by Jesus Christ, hundreds of millions of captives
will experience extremely harsh cruelty! (Matthew 24:21-22).
Their bitterness to be vented in seeking vengeance for having been humiliated by losing the past two wars to America
and Britain!
Emil Ludwig also wrote in the same book, 1941, p. 12),
“The history of the German kings and leaders during the
Middle Ages is a story of revolt and conspiracy . . . In matters of torture the Germans in the Middle Ages exceeded
all other nations in inventiveness” (pp. 14, 33).
World War II revealed the same cruelty was practiced on prisoners of all ages, old and
young alike, children and babies, especially on the Jews.
God’s Warning of His Use of Assyria/Germany to Punish Israel: “. . .
Now upon you, I will soon pour out My
fury [Great Tribulation]. . . So you, son of
man: I have made you A WATCHMAN for
the house of Israel; therefore you shall
hear a word from My mouth and WARN
them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).
That warning is yet ongoing via our
Websites—God’s use of the recorded works of
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong. Question: Is there
no reverent FEAR of God? Are we building our
own Ark to be protected as did Noah—or will
we also perish?
To be continued—The next writing will
answer questions, such as: Since planted German agents are
active within the United States, how can they be known?
Also: Since prophecy reveals America will become aware of
the Beast’s intention to launch Nuclear Warfare against it
that will begin WWIII (Ezekiel 7:14), why will there be no
pre-emptive strike?
THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES: Jesus Christ led His apostle
and the promised Elijah—His teacher—to write this last book
of his life, The Mystery of the Ages, to be A REMINDER of all
of the doctrinal teachings Christ RESTORED within His
Church through him. By the use of this original unedited
book with the Holy Bible, His people should be enabled to
recognize the strong deception that is now on His Church
by Satan the devil and keep themselves from it.
The Philadelphia Remnant: To be kept informed from
a Biblical perspective the meaning of the continued record
breaking disasters in the nations of Israel and other major
problems that are now coming closer together we offer
freely a subscription to our magazine. It can also be read on
our website (www.cog-ff.com).
The Ten Commandments Book: This book can be read
or downloaded from our website (cog-ff.com). It continues
to support what Jesus Christ used His Promised Elijah of the
End-time to restore: the Ten Commandments, Statutes and
Judgments, along with the original Doctrinal Teachings
(Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).
The Three Elijahs: The book of The Three Elijahs can
be read on our website (www.cog-ff.com) or downloaded
from it. This book makes known how these Three Men
were used by God to perform basically the same responsibilities and for the same reasons.
God had ample reason for these three men to have the
name of Elijah. And though John and Mr. Armstrong had
their own names, they were “to go forth before Him
(Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke
1:16-17). The identity of the end-time Elijah is established
with Biblical proof and by his fruits.
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this
publication belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Passover—When?
S

ome people claim the Passover lamb (or
goat) could not be killed, dressed, roasted
and eaten, and allow Jesus to pray 3 hours
before midnight when He was betrayed. On
the other hand, would God decree a normal
Passover, a family affair, up to 11PM including
children? The entrée ready after 10PM?
Many who claim the Passover lamb was
eaten when most Jews did on the 15th claim it
was all right for them to kill the lamb as early
as 3PM on the 14th (because so many during
Temple times?). Could Jesus, Lord of the Sabbath (weekly and annual!), have His last one
on earth killed early, too? But after 3PM on the
13th? Does our view allow what the Jews in
general did, but not allow that for Jesus’ Passover with His disciples? (This was most likely
not the case. Though the exact time is not stated.) In Temple times, most Jews had the Passover killed on the 14th!
A Bible study should start with clear passages, here is one: Num 28:16 And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of
the LORD. 17 And in the fifteenth day of this
month is the feast: seven days shall unleavened bread be eaten. (The KJV is cited for general accuracy and availability compared to
other translations.)
Methods to roast faster
It is only stated that Jesus sat at evening for
the meal, not that He actually ate the roast
then. He could eat that later when done, while
eating other food before that.
Put on wood spit and rotate by hand. One
modern chef claims only 2 hours are needed
using a rotisserie and basting. An oven-like
metal or stone box could retain heat, instead of
losing most with an open fire. The meat could
be spun by periodic hand-turning.
Bones conduct heat to interior more than
boneless so meat heats faster with the bones. A
metal rod for a spit would work even faster,
but becomes too hot. How about something in
between wood and metal? Or at least wood
that conducts more than most woods?
The lamb was of the 1st year, not a mature
bigger one taking longer to prepare and roast.
A small one picked would roast faster. (Note
that God stipulated 1st year, not 1st month,
though that is included. It was up to the individual to pick right. Claiming cruelty in the
practice for delicacy meat, of mother sheep
and lamb in 1st month does not negate the rest
of the year!)
Slits or punctures in the meat would make it
roast faster and coincide with cuts and punctures from thorns and whipping of Jesus, the
Lamb of God, that the lamb depicted. Only
breaking of bones was forbidden. Jesus’ last
human Passover was prepared some by other
than the disciples, so the two disciples had less
to do. The room furnished ahead of time.
Recent fast times to roast are under 3 hours,
with hot coals prepared from a few hours
before for a preheated oven. Other techniques
shorten time still as cleaning bowels by giving
lamb only water the last few days. We do not
know if Jesus’ last Passover on earth used any
or all these faster methods or something else.
Only that the whole evening up to the betrayal
seems to have lasted until midnight.
Passover is not within DUB
Some people claim that most Jews had the
right practice of Passover on the 15th (despite
killing it in Temple times up to 3 hours early
on the 14th). But:
1. Uncircumcised males could not keep the
Old Testament Passover (Ex 12:43-49). While
the Days of Unleavened Bread are not stated
as being banned for them.
2. Two moods are conveyed: Passover of
bitter herbs, firstborn death, and crucifixion
suffering of Jesus. While Days of Unleavened
Bread are of joy, slaves freed. Ezra 6:19-22
show a distinction between eating Passover
(6:21) and joy of Days of Unleavened Bread (2
Chr 30:21 with great gladness). Passover is on
14th, distinct from Days of Unleavened Bread.
(Some keep the Passover too somberly.
Jesus likely was humored by Peter’s comments. Let’s not go into the opposite ditch of
leaving out all other emotions. We know Jesus
became alive. Of course there should be seriousness involved.)
3. Self-examination before taking Passover
bread (1 Cor 11:26-31). Not stated for bread of

Days of Unleavened Bread when it represents
sincerity and truth (5:8).
4. Bread of Passover is Christ’s ‘body’
(Matt 26:26). For Days of Unleavened Bread
it is not or we would eat it more than once a
year, even many times in just a week. Passover
is stated as only once a year on 14th (except
for those who can not do so on the 1st month,
then 2nd month on 14th) not just any time of
the year. An anniversary event once a year, a
memorial (Ex 12:11-14).
5. Jews anciently kept Passover and Days of
Unleavened Bread separate, but joined them
since exile in Babylon(?). And why some Jews
have a memorial vestige of it, eating Seder on
the 15th.
6. Passover depicts being safe from 10th
plague while indoors (Heb 11:28; Ex 12:1112, 25-29). Days of Unleavened Bread picture
leaving Egypt and slavery (sin as cruel taskmaster 12:17; 13:3, 8-9).
7. Passover is not on an annual Sabbath,
Judas could buy then (John 13:29).
8. New Testament Passover has cup to
drink. Wine in Days of Unleavened Bread represents nothing special and does not have to be
imbibed then, or ever!
9. Lamb kept until 14th, sacrificed in evening (Ex 12:6) after new day of the 14th starts.
Eaten that night (12:8).
Verses with Passover on 14th
Here are verses that specifically state Passover and fourteenth, not just imply it. (Gist of
verses stated here.) Do those for a 15th Passover want us to disregard these verses?
1. Ex 12:6 keep it (Passover lamb) until
14th and kill it in the evening.
2. Lev 23:5 in 14th at even is Lord’s Passover.
3. Num 9:2-3 Passover keep in 14th at even.
4. Num 9:5 Passover kept on 14th at even.
5. Num 9:10-11 Passover of 2nd month to
keep on 14th at even with bitter herbs for those
who could not on Abib 14.
6. Num 28:16 in 14th of 1st month is Passover.
7. Josh 5:10 Passover kept on 14th at even.
[Time needed to recover from circumcision
implies it was the 2nd month. No month is
stated].
8. 2 Chr 30:15 Passover killed on 14th of
2nd month (due to inability in 1st month).
9. 2 Chr 35:1 Passover killed on 14th.
10. Ezra 6:19 Passover kept upon 14th.
11. Eze 45:21 have Passover in 14th.
So 11 times the Old Testament Passover is
stated for the 14th.
Verses with Passover
on fifteenth
Zero. Nada. None. Most Jews in New Testament times kept it on the 15th, but it is implied they did kill it on the 14th, late afternoon.
Do those in favor of a 15th Passover cite the
verses in the above section about the Passover
on the 14th, then claim they do not apply
somehow, or do they ignore them and hope
you do likewise?
Only one verse with Passover and 15th in
Num. 33:3, departing Egypt on the morrow
after the Passover. Some claim the morrow
was just the day portion. —This conflicts with
the above section of verses. Also, eating
Passover stated in 6 New Testament verses
(cited in next section).
By the above verses in the previous section,
whatever “between (the two) evenings”
means, it must include the 14th and not the
15th. It means between sunset and complete
darkness, about 30 minutes up to 45. Even is
about sundown or dusk: Poor man’s raiment
pledge returned then so he can sleep in it (Ex
22:26; De 24:13); Hanged man taken down
then (Josh 8:29; 10:27).
Dusk is partial darkness between day and
night. The Jewish Publication Society translated Passover at dusk for “between (the two)
evenings” (Ex 12:6; Lev 23:5; Num 9:3, 5, 11).
And dusk in 6 other places not Passover-related (Ex 16:12; 29:39, 41; 30:8; Num 28:4, 8).
Last Passover of Jesus on earth
Add to the above 11 instances of Passover
of the 14th; the event of Jesus’ last Passover
with His disciples about 20 hours before most
Jews kept Passover. New Testament occurrences show that 10 times Passover is named
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the meal of Christ and His disciples:
Matthew chapter 26—
17 we prepare to eat the Passover.
18 I will keep Passover with My disciples.
19 disciples did as Jesus said, Passover
ready.
20 when even came He sat down with the
12.
21 and they did eat, one would betray Him.
26-29 as they ate, Jesus took bread and cup.
Mark chapter 14—
12 Jesus to eat Passover.
14 He’ll eat Passover with His disciples.
16 they made ready the Passover.
17 in evening He comes with the 12.
18 they sat, one who eats with Me.
22-25 as they did eat, He took bread and
nnnnlcup.
Luke chapter 22—
8 Jesus sent two to prepare Passover.
11 I shall eat Passover with My disciples.
13 they made ready the Passover.
15 I have desired to eat this Passover.
17-20 He took the bread and cup.
Definitely, Christ kept an early 14th Passover. God in the flesh set the highest example
possible keeping it then Himself, just like the
Old Testament. Acts of God set the highest
precedent.
Reasons for late 14th Passover?
A. Christ was killed same time as lambs
at Temple, late 14th. —This could be just a
coincidence, though God likely wanted the coincidence of like events to indicate the significance.
But it does not mean He agreed with the practice.
As God does allow sin, but He does not like it.
B. Jesus prayed for 3 hours on betrayal
night, too long to finish by midnight. —He is
only stated as praying 1 hour the first time, no
definite length on the other 2 times.
C. The actual word for even or evening
means “between the evenings” or “between
the two evenings” in some verses regarding
Passover (as Ex 12:6), which the Jews interpret as afternoon, when the sun goes down. —
But this is negated among these very same
verses, if we let the Bible interpret the Bible.
In the manna episode (16:12-13), God stipulates flesh will be eaten “between the (two)
evenings” (16:12) and then the narration says
quails will come in the even (16:13 using the
usual word for even). God surely provided
quail after sunset, not during the previous Sabbath day (Ex 16:8, 12-13)!
Did God tell Aaron to light lamps “between
the (two) evenings” just after noon (Ex 30:8)?
The Bible begins with stating a day consists
of evening and morning, so these dark and
light periods were likely 12 hours in length
each. Jesus stated a day is 12 hours long (John
11:9-10). Obviously referring to an average
day, that is the daylight portion, as compared
the 12-hour night portion. Some people seem
to claim a whole day consists mostly of the
evening portion, 18 hours in length.
D. (Along with the reasoning of “C” just
above) De 16:5-6 imply the Passover sacrifice is at the “going down of the sun” that
implies afternoon. —Yet about sunset and
before dark as these verses about minutes of
sundown, not hours: De 23:11; 24:15; Ex
17:12; Josh 8:29; 10:27; 2 Sam 3:35; 1 K
22:36; 2 Chr 18:34; Dan 6:14.
E. Passover referred to as Feast (Ex 12:14).
—Yes but not a whole day, one meal and separate from Feast of Unleavened Bread (12:15).
Also referred to in New Testament for shortened form of the entire 8-day period. A Feast
meal followed by a 7-day Feast.
F. Moses heard from Pharaoh to allow Israel
to leave so he must have left his house early that
morning. —But it was still night (Ex 12:30-31),
not called morning, and Moses did not meet
with Pharaoh as he said on last occasion, not
face-to-face again. No indication he left his
house until morning, just as Israelites were told.
G. Israel left Egypt just after midnight on
15th. —Yet told to burn Passover remains by
morning (takes a few hours) and not to go out
until morning. Surely not construed as earlier
for threat on their own lives.
Where is proof in the Bible that morning
can include after midnight as modern use?
Evidence indicates otherwise (Ex 10:13; Lev
19:13; Jud 19:25-27; Ruth 3:13-14; 1 Sam
14:36). Watches of the night were used to indicate time roughly, and Jesus told several time
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indicators in Mark 13:35. People did not have
clocks so time was not exact.
H. Ex 12:18-20 discount early 14th. —Does
not mention Passover, only eating bread for
Days of Unleavened Bread. Entire period
defined, as Atonement fasting (Lev 23:32; can
we afflict our soul on the 10th if we just ate a
meal at the end of the 9th? Atonement is 10th
beginning with fasting at the end of the 9th).
I. De 16:4 has sacrifice of 1st day, Passover
(16:2). —The Hebrew word for first in Strong’s
Concordance can mean former, and can refer
back to the first day mentioned of the Passover.
Passover is always the 14th including burning
remains by morning as 2nd month Passover.
The Israelites left Egypt at night (16:1; Ex
12:42), but they had to be in their houses on
Passover night or risk death of Passover angel.
J. Jesus’ last Passover on earth had no lamb
for Passover. —Jesus would have eaten lamb
in prior years. Lamb is not stated with Passover except once after Exodus chapter 12 (2
Chr 35:7). Nothing to indicate the last one differed from any other Passover, as question by
His disciples of Where’s the lamb?
K. He is our Passover so no need of lamb. —
Needed until after He was offered at crucifixion.
No mention during the meal that He or bread
was lamb’s substitute. Old Covenant practices
tended to continue with the New Covenant until
the Temple was destroyed in 70 AD.
L. This verse seems a bit odd: Eze 45:21 In
the first month, in the fourteenth day of the
month, ye shall have the passover, a feast of
seven days; unleavened bread shall be eaten.
—Punctuation is not in the original language,
and a period instead of a comma after passover
would help. Verses were not originally numbered, so making this two verses would help.
M. The 2 daily sacrifices (Ex 29:39, 41)
were the same day so the 2nd one between the
evenings had to be in the afternoon. —But as
KJV has it, the word sheniy can mean other
instead of second.
N. Evening sacrifice in afternoon for Elijah
to do all he did after it (1 K 18:36+). —No
exact amount of time is stated, maybe a matter
of minutes.
O. Passover killed in Days of Unleavened
Bread in Luke 22:7. —But “day” is hemera,
may mean day or time. In 21:37 “day time” is
hemera. Also by Luke: “At that time [hemera]
a great persecution arose” (Acts 8:1). Luke
may have meant a general time frame, not a
specific day.
P. Jews had it right, that going down of the
sun meant just after noon, so the Passover lamb
could be slain after noon (De 16:6). —But
check out verses to see that it and rising of the
sun meant sunset and sunrise, or west and east
where the sun sets and rises (Gen 15:12, 17; Ex
17:12; Josh 1:4; 10:26-27, 1 K 22:36; 2 Chr
18:34; Ps 50:1; 113:3; Dan 6:14; Mal 1:11).
There is no mention of keeping or eating
Passover on the 15th in the Old Testament.
And in the New Testament we have to side
with Jesus over other factions when to eat it.
So we found there are 11 times it is stated
that the Passover is on the 14th. Plus multiple
verses of Jesus and His disciples keeping and
eating it (with New Testament rites) a day
before other Jews.
In 1900 years most Jews kept Passover
entirely on the 15th only (because no killing of
the actual lamb as the Old Testament on the
14th), yet there is nothing in the Bible to support that. Most Jews after exile in Babylon
embraced its idolatry and Mystery Babylon
ways, accepting the oral tradition in the Talmud over the Bible. They later rejected Christ
as their Messiah and the New Testament. Most
Jews allow the use of baking soda or powder
during the Days of Unleavened Bread despite
the fact they have the same effect of puffing up
that Paul warned against (1 Cor 4:6, 18-19; 5:2;
8:1; 13:4; Col 2:18).
Again, the Israelites left Egypt (were outdoors) at night, while the Passover was observed (indoors) still in Egypt. They spoiled
the Egyptians on the daylight portion of the
14th after their firstborn died.
Paul cited Christians keeping the bread and
cup rite (1 Cor 11:20-30) but with abuses.
Acting selfishly, some ate a meal with the rite
(evidently all right as the Old Testament one)
but some went hungry. The well-fed did not
properly discern the Lord’s body of service to
others (as foot washing). Paul claimed that as
often as they did the rite they should do it in a
worthy manner, properly examining themselves beforehand [including foot washing!].
Only once a year at Passover, the night
when Jesus was betrayed, is the certain time to
keep it. The same as the many times stated of
the 14th in the Old Testament.
—Mr. Jan Young
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Almighty God’s Coming Kingdom
Isaiah 53:1-6—To whom is the ‘arm’ of The Lord revealed? For he (the
arm) shall grow up before Him (The Lord) as a tender plant, and as a root
out of a dry ground he has no form nor comeliness. When we shall see
him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
He (the arm) is despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows
acquainted with grief. Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows, yet we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, afflicted, wounded for our transgressions, bruised for our iniquities. The Lord has laid
upon him the iniquity of us all, and with his stripes we are healed. (That
arm revealed was Jesus Christ.)
Titus 2:11-13—For the ‘grace’ (Strong’s NT#5485 = gracious love) of
God that brings salvation has ‘appeared’ (Strong’s NT#2014—shined
upon) all men (Jesus was the graceful light to the world, John 8:12 / Luke
1:79) teaching us that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts we should
live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world looking for that
blessed hope and glorious ‘appearing’ (Strong’s NT#2015 = manifestation) of The Great God, and our savior Jesus Christ.
Daniel 7:13-14—I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son
of Man (a reference to Jesus after his resurrection when returning to his
Father) came to The Ancient of Days, and they brought him near before
The Ancient. And there was given him (the Son) dominion, and glory, and
a kingdom, that all people, nations and languages should serve him.
Daniel 7:22—The Horn made war with the saints, and prevailed against
them, until The Ancient of Days came and judgment was given to the
saints of The Most High.
Matthew 21:33-43—Jesus gave this parable: There was a certain householder who planted a vineyard and hedged it round about, and digged a
winepress in it, and built a tower, and let it out to husbandmen, then
went into a far country. When the time of the fruit drew near, he sent his
servants to the husbandmen that they might receive the fruits of it.
But the husbandmen took the servants and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.
Again, he (the householder) sent other servants more than the first, and
they (the husbandmen) did unto them likewise.
Last of all, the householder sent to them his son thinking they would reverence his son. But when the husbandmen saw the son, they said among
themselves: “This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and seize his inheritance.”
And they caught him, and cast him out of the vineyard, and slew him.
Then Jesus asked those listening to the parable: “When The Lord of the
vineyard comes, what will he do to those husbandmen?”
They answered: “He will miserably destroy those wicked men and let out
his vineyard to other husbandmen which shall render him the fruits in
their seasons.”
Revelation 4—After this, I (the apostle John) looked and a door was
opened in heaven. And a voice I heard said: “Come up hither and I will
show you things which must be hereafter.”
Immediately I was in the spirit, and a Throne was set in heaven, and One
sat on the Throne. And He that sat was to look upon like a jasper and a
sardine stone, and there was a rainbow round about the Throne.
Out of the Throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices. And
before the Throne were four beasts full of eyes before and behind. The
first beast was like a lion, the second like a calf, the third had a face as
a man, and the fourth beast was like a flying eagle. And the four beasts
had each of them six wings about him full of eyes within. And the beasts
rested not day and night, saying: “Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty,
which was, and is, and is to come.”
And when those beasts gave glory and honor and thanks to Him that sat
on the Throne, who lives for ever and ever, 24 elders fell down before Him

who sat on the Throne and worshiped, saying: “You art worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory and honor and power, for you have created all things.”
Revelation 11:15—The seventh angel sounded and there were great
voices in heaven, saying: “The kingdoms of this world are become the
kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ.”
Revelation 12:10—Now is come salvation, and strength, and the
Kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ.
Revelation 14:7—Fear God and give honor to Him, for the hour of His
judgment is come. Worship Him who made heaven, and earth, and the
sea, and the fountains of waters.
Matthew 13:43—The righteous shall shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father.
Revelation 15:3-4—And they sing the song of Moses the servant of
God, and the song of The Lamb, saying, “Great and marvelous are Your
works, Lord God Almighty.”
Revelation 21:3—And I (the apostle John) heard a great voice out of
heaven saying: “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself shall be with
them and be their ‘god’ (Strong’s NT#2316 = deity).”
Revelation 21:10-24—An angel carried me (John) away in the spirit to
a great and high mountain and showed me that great city, Holy
Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God having the glory of God.
And I saw no temple therein, for The Lord God Almighty, and The Lamb,
are the temple of it. The city had no need of the sun, nor the moon, to
shine in it for the glory of God did lighten it.
Revelation 6:15-16—And the kings of the earth, and the great ones, and
the rich, and the commanders, and the powerful, and every slave, and every
freeman hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains,
saying to the mountains and to the rocks: “Fall on us and hide us from (the)
face of Him who sits upon the Throne, and from the wrath of The Lamb.”
Isaiah 40:3-11—Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. The
glory of The Lord shall be revealed. All flesh shall see it together. The Lord
God will come with strong hand and His arm shall rule for Him.
Isaiah 66:22—“For as the new heavens and the new earth which I will
make shall remain before Me,” saith The Lord, “so shall your seed and
your name remain. And it shall come to pass from one new moon to
another, from one Sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship
before Me,” saith The Lord.
Zechariah 14:16-18—And it shall come to pass, that every one left of all
the nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to
worship the King, The Lord of Hosts, and to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.
And it shall be whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth
unto Jerusalem to worship the King, The Lord of hosts, upon them shall
be no rain. (This) shall be the plague wherewith The Lord will smite the
heathen that come not up.
Luke 2:7-9—She brought forth her firstborn son, wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger because there was no room for
them in the inn. And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in
the field keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of The
Lord came upon them, and the glory of The Lord shone round about them.
Wouldn’t you want to be present if you had a son who was the sovereign over your kingdom ruling an entire planet? A loving parent rejoices
at the accomplishments of their children.
When the Son of Man comes with all the holy angels to establish his
Father’s kingdom (Matthew 25:31), the Father God also will come and
be there just as He came down to observe the birth of His son.
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Issue No. 167 (Nov. 30, 2014)

Daily Prayer: Why
Should You Do It? (#2)
covered this once before, back some time ago. ply, is mandatory. The entrance and exit of a level four advise against more-intense provisions. The Mormons
With the onset of Ebola, Ferguson and so many biolab will contain multiple showers, a vacuum room, have for years been telling their members to have one
other threats facing us, I thought I should an ultraviolet light room, and other safety precautions year’s food stored. Probably a really good idea. A conaddress this again. First, some of us live in a state designed to destroy all traces of the biohazard. sistent source of clean water is also an absolute need
of constant denial. We assume everything we see Multiple airlocks are employed and are electronically for survival. Protective tools are advisable. Remember,
has always been and will always be. It’s called normalcy secured to prevent both doors from opening at the Christ told the disciples to obtain a sword.
But all this can fail. If your neighbors decide you are
bias. Per http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_cogni- same time. All air and water service going to and comgetting by okay, and they aren’t, will they obey the
tive_biases this is, “The refusal to plan for, or react to, ing from a biosafety level 4 (or P4) lab will
‘rule of law,’ or will they take what they want? If
undergo similar decontamination procea disaster which has never happened before.”
‘Mr.’ Obama orders a state of national emerNow, since I gave the sourcing for this, I want to dures to eliminate the possibility of an accigency, armed forces very well may show up at
make clear that I do not subscribe to all the biases they dental release.”
your door, confiscating everything you colSo if you are working with this stuff you
have compiled in this article.
lected to sustain your family. All for the
My point is, as humans we expect the same things need to basically be wearing a space suit
common good of those too selfish or foolto happen consistently for the foreseeable future based and an outside air source. And the lab you
ish to have done so for their own families.
on what we have seen from the past. For instance, at are working in needs all the containment
But that’s a discussion for another time.
present, in my region of the United States, winters listed above, which didn’t list the Canadian
The bottom line is, only God can protect
with a total snowfall of more than about 8 inches are government requirement that specimens
you! Is the woman in Walmart behind
rather limited. However, when I was in grade school it need to be also in a Class Three biohazyou sneezing and coughing infected
was not uncommon to have 4- to 8-inch snowfalls and ard containment cabinet.
with Ebola or some other fatal
However, according to the CDC
negative Fahrenheit temperatures on a regular basis.
plague? You don’t know. Can you
I remember the past, and I attempt to prepare for and Mr. Obama, you can ride alongside
wear a full mask respirator
this eventuality again. When I talk to younger people, someone with this plague on the bus or
everywhere you go? I
in their 20s to 40s, they assume there’s no need to buy plane and, as long as they don’t splatter
suppose so, but what
a battery warmer for their car or to have a winter sur- vomit or mucus on you, you’re safe.
about your clothes?
I for one don’t buy it. Remember, the
vival kit in it. They have become accustomed to less
extreme conditions; they assume it won’t happen again. Canadian government says between
Will they become contaminated? What about
This same mind-set is publicly presented by our one and ten of these dastardly moletaking your kids to the
government. Now, they may be preparing for serious cules can infect you with a disease
doctor and getting
problems in the future, but they tell us, “Don’t worry! that has a history of killing up to 90%
them vaccinated? Will
It’s under control. Nothing like this can happen to us! of the people infected with it.
Now that I hope I have thoroughly
the mercury in the shot
We have the world’s best (name your system) and it’s
scared the living you-know-what out
cause them to become autistic? How
not possible for ‘X’ to happen here.”
about the food you buy at Kroger or Piggly Wiggly?
How many of remember hearing Ebola was ‘highly of you, I want to point out this is not
Does it have some Frankengene in it so it grows faster
unlikely’ to reach our shores? How many of us remem- the only risk we face that is this dangerous.
ber HWA’s warnings of race riots to come? How many Here are a few more: “Bolivian and Argentine hemor- and provides a higher profit to the processor?
The list is truly endless. You cannot protect yourself
of us think the U.S. economy will chug along for many rhagic fevers, Marburg virus, Lassa virus, CrimeanCongo hemorrhagic fever and various other hemor- completely! You may save yourself for a short time, but
more years?
long-term physical protection is not a function you can
Let me give you just a little information on one of rhagic diseases.”
Earlier I mentioned the Ferguson incidents and by reasonably expect to achieve.
these possibilities. Ebola. According to much of the
Your only hope is God.
news media and the CDC, it’s transmitted only implication the attendant riots. Where I live, accordAnd how do you access that protection? Prayer.
through contact with infected bodily fluids. It’s not ing to http://www.governing.com/gov-data/safety-jusairborne. And people are not contagious until they tice/police-officers-per-capita-rates-employment-for- Prayer alone isn’t going to save you either. You have to
city-departments.html. we have 18.6 officers per team up prayer with a true positive relationship with
exhibit coughing, sneezing and vomiting.
Okay, let’s look at the official information I para- 10,000 residents. This probably is off a little because God that entails at a minimum the following points:
Listening to Him. Praying to Him is good. In
phrased above. It’s not airborne. Technically they are this is based on Louisville Metro only, not including
correct. The virus is not mobile in free air. It needs a the surrounding towns. So the actual number is proba- fact, lots of people pray to God. How many are really
transport method. But, if you look at the official des- bly lower. Ferguson isn’t listed, but St. Louis has 41.5 listening to what He has to say? (Matthew 6:7).
Spending time practicing behavior that mimics
ignation of who is contagious, what are they doing? officers per 10,000 residents.
The rioting in Ferguson was not containable by the what He’s told you to do. Again, lots of people say they
Coughing, sneezing and/or vomiting. So they are projecting into the air their infected body fluids—many in police. This we know. We know in the past there has follow God. How many do you think really follow His
droplets so small that the droplets remain suspended been serious rioting in cities during the institution of word? (Matthew 7:23).
the Civil Rights Act, which could not be contained by
Putting your faith and trust in God, not a minin the air for hours.
Do a little research on the latest information on police. Let me ask you, really, do you expect a force of istry (Isaiah 31:1).
I deliberately chose the verse I did for the last point
sneezing: http://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/ even 62 officers to be able to control a crowd of 10,000
275309.php and http://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/ people? I don’t. So here again we have a situation in because I am firmly convinced the ministries that tell
you following them is the key to the place of safety are
article-1352703/Flu-virus-One-sneeze-infect-entire- which the government will not or cannot protect us.
This isn’t unusual. We know we are warned to not spiritually equal to Egypt.
room-hours.html.
They explicitly (or implicitly) claim they have a lock
Let’s see what the Canadian government requires to trust men. We know that, even if they could protect
be published about the Ebola virus and workers in a us, they cannot be trusted because politics and on God’s decision-making process. They claim they
laboratory setting. This from
have the right to determine physihttp://www.phac-aspc.gc.ca/labcal salvation for people, based on
bio/res/psds-ftss/ebola-eng.php.
membership in their particular
My opinion is that the key to protection
According to the material safety
corporate body—which they condata sheet (a document that tells
veniently control and hand out to
from
tribulation,
short
term,
here
and
end users how a product will affect
those who gain their favor in whatnow, and in the Day of the Lord, is
their health, and how to protect
ever manner the leadership wants.
oneself from the product’s danI won’t venture to speak for God
a relationship with God that you have
gers), the amount of pathogen
on this. But my opinion is that the
needed to infect a human is
key to protection from tribulation,
nurtured and built up over the course of time.
between one and ten molecules of
short term, here and now, and in the
the virus.
Day of the Lord, is a relationship
For those who don’t know, a
with God that you have nurtured
virus is not a germ. Germs are single cells that repro- favoritism interfere with their duties to the citizens. and built up over the course of time. One in which God
duce just like the cells that make up our bodies. So, since we know we have basically no protection considers you His friend, as He did Abraham. One in
Viruses, on the other hand, are molecules that invade other than the goodwill of our neighbors, how should which you have developed enough trust in Him to say
the cells of living organisms, hijack the life processes of we protect ourselves?
what Christ did: “Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
I suspect you already know I’m going to tell you from me, nevertheless, not as I will, but as thou wilt.”
the cell and use those processes to reproduce more of
the virus till the cell dies and bursts open, allowing the God is our only security. Look back in the book of
A person, any person, gets to that level of trust only
virus molecules to infect other cells, repeating the Daniel. Who did he and his three amigos trust? God. by constant prayer with God, and from constant study of
And how did they access that protection? Prayer.
process.
God’s answers back, His written word. I can say this
I do not recommend you ignore prudent protective with authority: Some of us, perhaps most or even all of
The Canadian government lists Ebola as a ‘Risk
Group 4’ hazard. According to Wikipedia, when deal- precautions—i.e., don’t walk into places your gut tells us, will need that level of connection with God when the
ing with level 4 biological hazards, “the use of a posi- you not to. Make sure you have a blanket, food, water end comes. Because your money, your preparations, your
tive pressure personnel suit, with a segregated air sup- and a cell phone in your car in the winter. I also don’t church, will not be your protection. Only God will be.
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Reconciliation and Restoration:

An Army of One
October 15, 2014 • Flagstaff, Arizona
Happy Sabbath! • abibofgod.com

Our Peace We Give to You
This is an expanded version of a ser- the Feast of Tabernacles/Booths and the rehearse the spiritual events depicted by
mon given at the Feast in Flagstaff by Feast of Ingathering and how relevant the meaning of the day or days we are
Brian Convery.
they are to us today as to the condition of observing. I hope that makes sense to you.
So here we find ourselves a very spethe church and our training. God names
ood morning, brethren, things with, and for, a purpose. So let’s cial people with a personal invitation,
Saints of the Most High answer: Why Tabernacles/Booths, and keeping a very special rehearsal of a wonGod and veterans of the why Ingathering?
derful future event. Never let anyone rob
falling away and the
In Leviticus 23:2 we find that God you of either of them. You are special, for
church wars. I could also greet you by calls these appointed times of meeting you have been called by name and invitother names and descriptive titles: such “holy convocations.” He lists them here ed to this appointed time of meeting with
as mature sheep, survivors, the remnant, in their sequence as He designates them. God the King of Creation. If we for some
To bring to remembrance, convocation reason do not think we are special to God,
soldiers in the army of Christ, etc. You
here in the Hebrew is miqra or #4744 in each and every one of us individually,
are a special people!
I have often explained to folks that I the Strong’s Concordance. For many then we can be dissuaded from what we
look at the Bible as God’s master cook- years I simply thought of it as referring to are to be doing (1) in our personal growth
ing manual. In it we find all the ingredi- an assembly or gathering until I started and (2) in our assistance to others.
making my annual trips to Israel and
ents to nourish us spiritually.
Matthew 5:14-16: “You are the light of
However, it takes the spirit of God being exposed to the Jewish usage of the the world. A city that is set on a hill canassisting us to be able to put together a
palatable and nourishing and spiritually
relevant meal. I hope the recipe I am
I found myself looking at the holy days
using today accomplishes that objective.
as not just assemblies but rehearsals
There are times when we can have a
of a reality of a great future event.
nourishing spiritual meal that is not very
palatable. We have all heard and read
such things at various times in our lives,
whether being delivered by another or word. I found it very intriguing that it was not be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp
from our own personal studies. It is my used by those speaking Hebrew as a word and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in
desire that this meal not be one of them designating a rehearsal.
The more I looked into it I found my- the house. Let your light so shine before
but that it may be found both nourishing
self looking at the holy days or (sancti- men, that they may see your good works
and very palatable.
We find ourselves on day seven of the fied, set-apart) convocations as not just and glorify your Father in heaven.”
That is what we are doing here, brethFeast of Tabernacles. As most of us “old- assemblies or gatherings but rehearsals
timers” understand, seven is a special of a reality of a great future event that ren, keeping a very public rehearsal of
number in what God does. It was on day was still yet to happen in most instances. good works. So, after our review as to
seven of creation week that God rested We know the reality of Passover listed why God calls this festival by the two
from all the labors and work associated here in Leviticus 23 is fulfilled by names of Tabernacles/Booths and Ingathwith creation. Thus we have the basis of Christ’s sacrifice, yet we still are to keep ering, I hope we will find ourselves even
more grounded in our calling at this time
what we refer to as a week: six days of it as per His command and example.
Words are very important to God.
and more emboldened to assist others.
work, one day of rest. Then it’s back to
To me it is fundamentally inspiring
The word here used for convocation
work the next day.
That in itself has a special significance (miqra) comes from the root word qara that God used two names in describing
in respect to an eighth day added in the or #7121, which means to call, call out, this seven-day festival. Let’s address
sequence here after Tabernacles in respect or recite to, with the usage being Ingathering first to set the stage as to the
to who is being dealt with in the plan of assigned to a specific task and properly conditions which will exist at the time of
salvation. We will not be talking about by name. That is what the linguists teach its commencement and fulfillment and
that today, for that is for tomorrow’s us about it. In fact, they tell us it is used its main participants.
speaker. Our focus is on the 7th day in the to describe sustained communication.
For many years I was taught that the
With that understood, I personally now main focus of why this festival was
sequence. It can be looked at as a transition day between work weeks. To me it is look at these wonderful appointed times called one of Ingathering was related to
not only a day which symbolizes rest but of meeting or convocations as public the completion and storing up of the
rehearsals of wonderful events in the plan summer harvest-season produce in
one which symbolizes summation.
So what I would like to do today is of salvation, and in fact as times of sus- Israel. That may be the case for some of
present a simple summation of these tained communication between God and you as well. However, as important as
wonderful seven days which God calls those He has called by name to publicly the physical harvest of fruits and vegeta-
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bles is, there is far more importance
placed on the ingathering of the remnant
of physical Israel. We have all often read
here in Leviticus 23.
Leviticus 23:39: “Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when
you gather in the increase of the land,
you shall keep a feast of the LORD seven
days; on the first day a Sabbath and on
the eighth day a Sabbath.”
So is God just talking about agricultural products here? Are we just rehearsing the gathering in or ingathering of
fruits and vegetables, or does this festival
depict much more?
I am not trying to insult anyone’s spiritual intelligence here by asking this.
There are many who have that physical
understanding only. I ask these simple
questions because we as the called of
God have a responsibility to be able to
explain the basic fundamentals of each
of the annual rehearsals we call feasts to
others when asked about the hope which
is in us. How do we respond to such situations? Do we perceive them as opportunities or as something less desirable?
In Exodus 19 we are told how special
Israel was to God.
Exodus 19:5-6: “Now, therefore, if
you will indeed obey My voice and keep
My commandments (specific conditions), then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the
earth is Mine. And you shall be to Me a
kingdom of priests and a holy nation . . .”
We have no doubt read this often here
and elsewhere in the Scriptures. It is a
promise with conditions to a group of
people. The Scriptures establish a pattern
around this of a promise to a chosen and
blessed people. Chapters like Deuteronomy 7 are very familiar to many of us.
Deuteronomy 7:6: “For you are a
holy people to the LORD your God; the
Lord your God has chosen you to be a
special treasure above all peoples on the
face of the earth.”
Look what verses 14-15 teach us
about how special they would be.
Deuteronomy 7:14-15: “You shall be
blessed above all peoples (the world
would say that’s not fair as well as some
who number themselves in the church);
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there shall not be a male or female barren
among you or among your livestock.
And the LORD will take away from you
all sickness, and will afflict you with
none of the terrible diseases of Egypt
which you have known, but will lay
them on all those who hate you.”
That is a physical covenant with physical blessings. A slight digression here.
The covenant we have entered into is a
better covenant full of spiritual blessings.
The focus is no longer on the physical, and
thus health and wealth are secondary. In
fact, we are tested by both of those categories of physical blessings under the very
nature of the terms of the second covenant.
If you are enduring a test of either
health or wealth, please be patient in
both. As much as it is a test for you individually, it may be a test directed at the
body of Christ to see how we all react to
it and then to the special needs of you
individually. That is often used by our
Father and Savior/Husband to see where
we are as a body. If one part of the body
hurts, do we as the remainder actually
really hurt? It is a test and, dear brethren,
you may be the instrument for it.
So be patient, they are designed to
make us better sons and daughters of our
Father. That was not the case under the
terms of the first covenant. So back to
physical Israel.
It is a shame that most of Israel’s descendants do not even know who they
are. They were to be the head of all the
nations. But, because of their sins and
lack of adhering to the special conditions
attached to the promise, they were scattered throughout the nations.
But we all know that is not the end of
the story, for the first-covenant Israelites,
don’t we? A loving God and Creator
does not diminish His promises lightly.
He actually tells us the end before the
beginning so very often. Isaiah 11 is a
prophecy about a wonderful event which
will take place in the future. Once again
we have no doubt read it often in the past
at this time of year. Let’s narrow our
focus of it down to verses 11-12.
Isaiah 11:11-12: “It shall come to
pass in that day, the LORD (Adonay, to be
precise) shall set His hand a second time
to recover the remnant of His people
who are left; from Assyria and Egypt,
from Pathros and Cush, from Elam and
Shinar, from Hamath and the coastal
areas of the sea. He will set up a banner
for the nations (Israel), and will assemble
(gather) the outcasts of Israel, and gather
together the dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the earth.”
This is a significant event and future
pattern as well—a second calling out
which is very important to the church
and in particular to us and our training
and job description in this day and age,
as we will see.
Verse 16: “There will be a highway
for the remnant of His people who will

be left from Assyria, as it was for Israel
in the day that he came up from the land
of Egypt.”
This is all very important. not just
from a historical and promise point of
view, but to the naming of this festival
we are keeping today and to tying it to
the events of coming out of Egypt. It is
very important to those whom God identifies in its keeping.
Leviticus 23:42-43: “You shall dwell
in booths for seven days. All who are
native Israelites (please do not just read
over that, for it is a key to who are the
main participants God is working with in
this part of the plan) shall dwell in
booths, that your generations may know
that I made the children of Israel (their
forefathers) dwell in booths when I
brought them out of the land of Egypt; I
the LORD their God.”
That setting is very familiar to us all,
for it happened after Passover in the first
month when they came out of Egypt,
which in my opinion represented a time
of captivity and now we see it being

within Me (a deeply loving God); My
sympathy is stirred. I will not execute the
fierceness of My anger; I will not again
destroy Ephraim. For I am God (El) and
not man, the Holy One in your midst; and
I will not come (to you) with terror. They
shall walk after the LORD. He will roar
like a lion. When He roars (at that specific time) then His sons shall come trembling from the west; they shall come
trembling like a bird from Egypt, like a
dove from Assyria. And I will let them
dwell in their houses, says the LORD.”
Israel’s condition will be that of a beaten and humble people who are in need of
being healed after the intensely brutal
time which we sometimes call Jacob’s
trouble for a reason. Let’s just pause here
for a moment and clarify how we are to
look at this time frame which is called
Jacob’s trouble and the day of the Lord.
Amos 5:18-20: “Woe to you who
desire the day of the LORD! For what
good is the day of the LORD to you? It
will be darkness, and not light. It will be
as though a man fled from a lion, and a
bear met him; or as though he went into
the house, leaned his hand on the wall,
and a serpent bit him. Is not the day of
the LORD darkness, and not light, very

I’ve heard folks say they are
praying for the day of the Lord to
come quickly, which shows they are
somewhat ignorant of the Scriptures.
incorporated into this feast, this rehearsal in the seventh month after the Day of
Atonement. That is not a coincidence.
God will once again be revealing
Himself through mighty works to His
people Israel who do not even know who
they are. We will expand upon the whole
concept of booths shortly, but let’s stick
with the understanding of “ingathering”
first so we can learn of a specific need
for these booths based on the condition
of these returnees, the remnant that are
being reconciled or restored to God.
Hosea 11:1-11: “When Israel was a
child then I loved him, and out of Egypt I
called My son. As they called them so
they went from them; they sacrificed to
the Baals; and burned incense to carved
images. I taught Ephraim to walk, taking
them by their arms; but they did not know
that I healed them. I drew them with gentle cords, with bands of love, and I was to
them as those who take the yoke from
their neck. I stooped and fed them. He
shall not return to the land of Egypt; but
the Assyrian shall be his king, because
they refused to repent. And the sword
shall slash in his cities, devour his districts, and consume them, because of their
own counsels. My people are bent on
backsliding from Me. Though they call to
the Most High, none at all exalt Him.
How can I give you up, Ephraim? How
can I hand you over Israel? How can I
make you like Admah? How can I set you
like Zeboiim? (Two locations around
Sodom and Gomorrah). My heart churns
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dark, with no brightness in it.”
I have heard folks say that they are
praying for the day of the Lord to come
quickly. That is somewhat ignorant of
the Scriptures, for we are not to do so but
we are to be praying that the kingdom
come quickly. They are two very different things. So let’s continue in the pattern
of scriptures we are reading as to this
time frame and the resulting ingathering
of the native Israelites coming out of it
and the need for God’s intervention in
healing them of the horrible conditions
prevailing among them.
Isaiah 66:20-21: “Then they shall
bring all your brethren for an offering to
the LORD out of all nations, on horses and
in chariots and in litters, on mules and on
camels, to My holy mountain Jerusalem,
says the LORD, as the children of Israel
bring an offering in a clean vessel into
the house of the LORD. And I will also
take some of them for priests and
Levites, says the LORD.”
Jeremiah 23:7-8: “Therefore behold,
the days are coming says the LORD, that
they shall no longer say, as the LORD
lives who brought up the children of
Israel from the land of Egypt, but, as the
LORD lives who brought up and led the
descendants of the house of Israel from
the north country and from all the countries where I had driven them. And they
shall dwell in their own lands.”
Yes, the descendants of Israel will
know who God is and who they are: a
special treasure among the nations.
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They will be restored and reconciled to
their God.
Jeremiah 30:3, 7-17: “For behold the
days are coming, says the LORD, that I will
bring back from captivity My people Israel
and Judah, says the LORD. And I will cause
them to return to the land that I gave to
their fathers, and they shall possess it . . .
“Alas! For the day is great, so that
none is like it; and it is the time of
Jacob’s trouble, but he shall be saved out
of it. For it shall come to pass in that day,
says the LORD of hosts, that I will break
his yoke from your neck (whose yoke?
Think of a spiritual type), and will burst
your bonds; foreigners shall no more
enslave them, but they shall serve the
LORD their God, and David their king,
whom I will raise up for them (that’s
why we know this prophecy has not happened yet, in spite of some saying it has).
“Therefore do not fear, O My servant
Jacob, says the LORD, nor be dismayed, O
Israel; for behold I will save you from
afar, and your seed from the land of captivity, Jacob shall return, have rest and be
quiet, and no one shall make him afraid.
For I am with you, says the LORD, to save
you; though I make a full end of all
nations where I have scattered you, yet I
will not make a complete end of you. But
I will correct you in justice, and will not
let you go altogether unpunished. (We
will see this same sequence given to segments of the church just prior to Christ’s
return, which we will read a little later and
review our personal responsibility in it.)
“For thus says the LORD: Your affliction is incurable, your wound is severe.
There is no one to plead your cause, that
you may be bound up; you have no healing medicines.”
(Please remember this theme, for it
does exist in our day as well, in our lives,
if we are of spiritual Israel. We will be
judged by it as we will clearly read later,
not unto salvation but to a special reward
in the family of God the Father. Remember the rich young man who asked Christ
what he needed to do to enter into eternal
life? Christ simply told him to keep the
commandments, Matthew 19:16-19. That
is the requirement for the gift of salvation
to be given to all mankind. There is not a
reward for works given here, for it is a
requirement and Scripture clearly explains
to us that we are not to expect a reward for
actions clearly required of us. However,
we at this time are called to something
higher than that. Our actions in righteousness will actually be rewarded for going
above and beyond the basic requirement.
It all boils down to what I call the eleventh
commandment, a new commandment
which we will address later).
Continuing in Jeremiah 30: “All
your lovers have forgotten you; they do
not seek you; for I have wounded you
with the wound of an enemy, with the
chastisement of a cruel one, for the multitude of your iniquities, your sins have
increased. Why do you cry about your
affliction? Your sorrow is incurable
(without Me). Because of the multitude
of your iniquities, your sins have
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increased; I have done these things to
you. Therefore all who devour you shall
be devoured; and all your adversaries,
every one of them, shall go into captivity; those who plunder you shall become
plunder, and all who prey upon you I will
make a prey.
“For I will restore health to you and
heal you of your wounds, says the LORD,
because they called you an outcast saying: this is Zion? No one seeks her.”
These folks were regarded as undesirable outcasts; no way could they be of
Zion. So those who could have helped
turned their backs on them. This same
condition is present at this time and very
relevant to you and me as the called of
the Father and as the bride of Christ.
To say the condition of Israel will need
a miraculous healing and a covering is an
understatement. Our Lord and Savior has
that in store for them; that is, for all the
native Israelites who are brought back
from among the nations. They will be in
terrible condition, spiritually and physically. Not only will He be healing them
but He will be restoring them to their
rightful place among the nations and reconciling them to Himself.
Jeremiah 31:31-33: “Behold the days
are coming, says the LORD, when I will
make a new covenant with the house of
Israel and with the house of Judah; not
according to the covenant that I made
with their fathers in the day I took them
by the hand to bring them out of the land
of Egypt, My covenant which they
broke, though I was a husband to them,
says the LORD. But this is the covenant
that I will make with the house of Israel
after those days, says the LORD: I will put
My laws in their minds, and write it on
their hearts, and I will be their God, and
they shall be My people.”
Ezekiel 11:16-20: “Therefore say,
thus says the Lord GOD: although I have
cast them far off among the Gentiles, and
although I have scattered them among
the countries, yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries where
they have gone. Therefore say, thus says
the Lord GOD: I will gather you from the
peoples, assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and
I will give you the land of Israel.
“And they will go there, and they will
take away all the detestable things and all
its abominations from there (a precondition which needs to be done first). Then
I will give them one heart, and I will put
a new spirit within them, and take the
stony heart out of their flesh, and give
them a heart of flesh, that they may walk
in My statutes and keep My judgments
and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God.”
Once again we can see a parallel event
happening in the past few decades in the
church especially during the apostasy.
Many brethren have been cast out among
the religions of the world. God has not

forgotten them. Have we? How do we
regard them? These are fallen brethren
who we fellowshipped with and feasted
with for many years in many cases. Could
they be regarded as the least of those who
were called or even just tares? Have we
turned our backs on them? What do we do
when we have a “chance” encounter with
them, let’s say at the grocery store? Do
we scurry away before they see us to
avoid a greeting and possible conversation? How do you think our Father and
Husband look upon such behavior? Dear
brethren, I know for a fact that I have
done this in the past. As I often have mentioned, the more you know about yourself
the more you know about others.
Ezekiel 36:23-31, 38: “And I will
sanctify My great name, which has been
profaned among the nations, which you
have profaned in their midst; and the
nations shall know that I am the Lord,
says the Lord GOD when I am hallowed
in you before their eyes. For I will take
you from among the nations, gather you
out of all countries, and bring you into

they were put to shame. At that time I
will bring you back, even at the time I
gather you; for I will give you fame (a
name) and praise among all the peoples
of the earth, when I return your captives
before your eyes, says the LORD.”
The list of prophesies about this great
event depicting the healing and the
restoration of physical Israel to its rightful place among the nations goes on and
on. This great ingathering of all the
native Israelites will be completed after
our Lord returns. He will restore them to
health and to His ways and to being the
head of all the nations. He will make
them whole again. This great event
which precedes the events of the 8th day
is so important, it can never be overstated what we are rehearsing today. This
week’s work depicted by these seven
days of Tabernacles and Ingathering with
God are a prerequisite to the next part of
the plan of salvation commencing, which
will be for all of mankind, which will be
the capstone of all the work prior to it.
So let’s leave the ingathering aspect of
these days and move on to that of the
booths now that we have seen the ingathering taking place is speaking about (in
my belief) all the native Israelites being

Many brethren have been cast out
among the religions of the world. God
has not forgotten them. But have
we turned our backs on them?
your own land. Then I will sprinkle clean
water on you, and you shall be clean; I
will cleanse you from all your filthiness
and from all your idols. I will give you a
new heart and put a new spirit within
you; I will take the heart of stone out of
your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.
I will put My spirit within you and cause
you to walk in My statutes, and you will
keep My judgments and do them.
“Then you shall dwell in the land that I
gave to your fathers; you shall be My people, and I will be your God. I will deliver
you from all your uncleanness. I will call
for the grain and multiply it, and bring no
famine upon you. And I will multiply the
fruit of your trees and the increase of your
fields, so that you need never again bear
the reproach of famine among the nations.
Then you will remember your evil ways
and your deeds that were not good; and
you will loath yourselves in your own
sight (true repentance), for your iniquities
and your abominations.”
Now verse 38: “Like a holy flock, like
the flock at Jerusalem on its feast days
(appointed times), so shall the ruined
cities be filled with flocks of men. They
shall know that I am the LORD.”
Let’s wind up the examples of
Ingathering and the needs and results of
such with two verses from Zephaniah 3.
Zephaniah 3:19-20: “Behold at that
time I will deal with all who afflict you,
I will save the lame, and gather those
who were driven out, I will appoint them
for praise and fame in every land where
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brought home from all the nations of the
world where God had scattered them.
They are incurably sick and beaten down
and without understanding of who they
are or who God really is. They need
God’s healing. They need to be reconciled to God and restored as the head of
the nations, a special treasure to God.
So why does God tell us about living
in booths at this time during this festival?
Why temporary dwellings? I am sure we
have all heard lots of explanations for
this. Some no doubt good and meaningful and some “just blowing smoke,” as
the saying goes.
Let’s now look at an aspect which
many may not have known which (if you
wish to) you can add to your bank of
understanding. The Hebrew word for
“booths” found here in Leviticus 23 is
cukkah or Strong’s #5521. No mystery as
to its meaning. It can be used to describe
a thicket in which one can seek refuge and
protection, or as a temporary shelter built
of interwoven boughs of trees. Both are
protective coverings, places of refuge.
Have you ever asked yourself why
does God emphasize the use of these
special booths here during this festival of
gathering in all the sick and injured
native Israelites returning for the second
time? Once again keep your thoughts on
God as a healer and restorer.
Leviticus 23:40: “And you shall take
for yourselves on the first day, the foliage
of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees,
the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of
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the brook; and you shall rejoice before
the LORD your God for seven days.”
Nehemiah 8:15 tells us that besides
the palm and willow boughs mentioned
here in Leviticus they used olive and
myrtle boughs as well to build their
booths, the protective coverings. Why
are these so important to our understanding of the festival we are keeping so that
God gives us such specific instruction?
It’s about the healing process, brethren,
and where it comes from and all its symbolism, which stretches all the way back
to the Garden and the Tree of Life. It is
very important to our understanding and
functioning now, at this time, because of
the responsibilities we will not only have
in the future which we are rehearsing, but
those facing us today as to spiritual Israel,
the church, and her condition. Please do
not forget reconciliation and restoration!
These physical booths are the result of
interweaving the boughs of the four
species of trees that are mentioned in
Scripture. If there are more, we don’t
know, for they are not specifically mentioned, to the best of my knowledge. I do
think Jewish tradition may add to them.
However, keep in mind or focus on
healing. All of these species contain
incredible medicinal qualities and characteristics. Please take the time to relate
each of these specific medicinal characteristics to restoring one to good spiritual health and not just to the physical, for
we do not have the time to cover that
aspect in the allotted time today. Look at
these as mini trees of life.
Let’s start with the willow of the
brook. It has been used for millennia as a
pain-relieving agent and anti-inflammatory medicine. Salicin is the chemical
found in it that gives willows this property. It was used during the 1800s to
develop what we now know as aspirin,
the most common pain and anti-inflammatory medicine we have today.
But willow also contains polyphenols
and flavonoids, which have antioxidant,
fever-reducing, antiseptic and immuneboosting properties. If you are not familiar with polyphenols, they are used in the
communication process between individual cells. We could really run with
that one in the spiritual application,
couldn’t we?
Then we have the myrtle tree. Many
ancient civilizations believed myrtle was
a symbol of immortality due to many of
its properties. It has been used to treat all
kinds of ailments and for that matter still
is. It is used conventionally in treating
coughs, bronchitis, digestive disorders,
urinary-tract disorders and wound infections. It also has ant-inflammatory properties. Middle Eastern countries have
used it and still do use it as the traditional treatment for diabetes.
Then we have the date-palm tree. It is
regarded in some circles as the perfect
food due to all the nutrients in its composition. It was regarded anciently as a
fertility symbol because of its effects on
sterility. It is still used to treat that today.
It may be of interest that some date-palm

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

20

Brian Convery / abibofgod.com
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

seeds were found at Masada, from King
Herod’s store areas. An agricultural entity in Israel planted several of them. One
of those 2,000-year-old seeds has transformed into a thriving healthy tree.
Palm dates are used to treat intestinal
and digestive disorders. They promote
pro-biotic bacteria in the intestines. They
are also used in the prevention of stomach cancer, treating cardiovascular disease and curing night blindness. They are
also used in the killing of intestinal
worms and parasites.
Once again please relate these to spiritual healing qualities for our time and not
just to the physical. When we read about
the architecture and decor of the future
temple during the Millennium, we see
palm trees everywhere in it. In fact, the
healing waters which flow from that sanctuary teach us many important lessons.
Ezekiel 47:12: “Along the bank of the
river on this side and that will grow all
kinds of trees used for food; their leaves
will not wither, and their fruit will not
fail. They will bear fruit every month,
because their water flows from the sanctuary. Their fruit will be for food and
their leaves for medicine.”
This pattern will continue in the future
when it comes time to reconcile all the
nations as depicted by the events of the
eighth day, the circumcision of the heart
of all mankind.
Revelation 22:1-2: “And he showed
me a pure river of water of life, clear as
crystal, proceeding from the throne of
God and the Lamb. In the middle of its
street (speaking about New Jerusalem)
and on either side of the river, the tree of
life, which bore twelve fruits, each yielding its fruit every month. And the leaves
of the tree were for the healing of the
nations.” (At that time the leaves are
used to heal the rest of mankind.)
Incredible patterns: They all go back to
the Garden of Eden and the tree of life and
its purpose then and now and in the future.
Then last but not least we have the
olive tree. Where do we start and finish
with all the medicinal qualities it contains? From its leaves to its fruit we have
so many documented medicinal uses it
would take far too long to bring them all
up, let alone elaborate on them. Let’s just
limit it to its ability to enhance the wellbeing of the respiratory, circulatory and
digestive systems. Once again please
look at them in spiritual applications.
Our Creator did not just randomly
pick these four species of trees to build
the temporary protective coverings Israel
would need after returning to the land.
She has just come through the time we
call Jacob’s trouble. If God did not shorten those days, no flesh would be saved
alive. The physical and spiritual understanding to all this is a gift from God to
us, His called out of unbelief at this time,
at the end of the age. We have been given
a promise by our Creator, by our Maker.

We can read about it often in both covenant scriptures. I think Jeremiah 23:20
conveys the meaning of it well.
Jeremiah 23:20: “The anger of the
LORD will not turn back until He has executed and performed the thoughts of His
heart. In the latter days you will understand it perfectly.”
We have been given the gift to understand these things I have been speaking
about today—and much, much, more.
What we are talking about is just the simplicity in Christ, simple patterns in Scripture which we can understand because
the Father has given us His spirit.
I ask the question: What are we doing
with it? Is our presence here today just a
call to assembly? To me it is a call to a
real live rehearsal. I believe we are going
to be the ones administering and caring
for the untold numbers of native Israelites who will be returning home to the
promised land and to God, which are
being depicted during this festival time
line. If that is the case how are we doing
with it? Are we practicing and improving

sages to the seven churches. We are
rehearsing seven days of healing and reconciliation during this festival time line.
There are a lot of hurt and pain contained
in these two chapters. The spiritual symbolism is not unlike that which we have
reviewed in the collective embodiment of
scattered Israel at the time of Jacob’s trouble when God draws them out of their
delusions and the dominion or yoke of others for the second time and unto Himself.
Many are in need of a second spiritual
calling out. Christ says of those of the
Laodicean attitude that they are in actuality wretched, miserable, poor, blind and
naked. He instructs us, and I say us not
knowing your state, but rather that I see
myself as a repentant Laodicean. Christ
says to them and thus me: “Buy from Me
gold refined in the fire that we may be
rich; and white garments that we may be
clothed, that the shame of our nakedness
may not be revealed, and that we anoint
our eyes with eye salve that we may see.”
Not real flattering, is it? But then, on
the other hand, it is full of hope, for if we
read on in chapter 3 it is full of promise.
Once again a personal second calling of
sorts is given to come out of a delusional captivity.

I take Matthew 12:30 as a
personal rebuke to my past thinking
as a Laodicean in one of the
big organizations.
our skills in doing that today? I believe
we are in training for it right now, here at
the end of the age. The conditions found
here in Israel are also found in many segments of the church today. If we believe
that, do our actions and our works reflect
that understanding?
2 Corinthians 5:18-20: “Now all
things are of God, who has reconciled us
to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has
given us the ministry (service) of reconciliation that is, that God was in Christ
reconciling the world to Himself, not
reckoning their trespasses to them, and
has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Therefore we are ambassadors
for Christ, as though God were pleading
through us: we implore on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”
“Reconciliation” found here is #2643
katallage, from #2644; exchange or adjustment, i.e. restoration to favor. Vines’
says of it: Primarily denotes reconciliation, a change on the part of one party, induced by the action on the part of another.
Have our actions, our works, helped to
induce a restoration to favor, a reconciliation to God, with others who are in need
of it, or have we turned our backs on
them? This is very personal, brethren.
We live in an age spoken of and clearly articulated in Revelation chapters 2
and 3. Here we find a vivid description
of the well-being in some cases and the
lack of it in many instances of the
church. These are the conditions existing
in the church prior to Christ’s return.
We refer to these chapters as the mes-
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These are brethren who answered the
call of the Father and have somehow
been diverted into a terrible state of
affairs. So now Christ Himself steps forward and says, “Behold I stand at the
door and knock. If anyone hears My
voice and opens the door I will go into
him and dine with him and he with Me.”
That is preceded by this: “As many as
I love, I rebuke and chasten. Therefore
be zealous and repent.”
Sound familiar? That is the same
sequence we read about when God calls
native Israelites out for the second time
to repentance and then restoration and
reconciliation.
Remember what we read in 2 Corinthians a few minutes ago?
“And has committed to us (that’s you
and me, dear fellow servants and veterans of the spiritual war) the word of reconciliation. Therefore we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
pleading through us: we implore on
Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God.”
Look what Malachi teaches us.
Malachi 3:6-7: “For I am the LORD, I
do not change; therefore you are not consumed, sons of Jacob. Yet from the days
of your fathers, you have gone away
from My ordinances and have not kept
them. Return to Me, and I will return to
you, says the LORD of Hosts. But you say
in what way shall we return?”
That is the first-covenant decision
made by God and He goes on explains
what they must do to return to Him. He
makes the same decision with the
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churches but responds with a secondcovenant response as to what our actions
must be to return to Him so He will
return to us: “Be zealous and repent.”
I ask again: How are we all doing in
that job assignment? It is individual first
and then collective second. There are
many in the churches who are yoked to a
benefactor, be it individual or an organization that holds dominion over them as
to their faith and much, much more.
It is my opinion and action in my calling at this time to assist those found in this
captivity. I also believe it should be the
focus of many more in the body as well.
However, this is not some monkey-seemonkey-do thing. It is deadly serious. I
take Matthew 12:30 as a personal rebuke
to my past thinking as a Laodicean in one
of the big organizations.
Matthew 12:30: “He who is not with
Me is against Me, and he who does not
gather with Me scatters abroad.”
I think about the parable of the 10 virgins often, which I do believe represents
the time frame we find ourselves in today
just prior to the Bridegroom’s return for
His bride. There are those who have struggled through and who have kept their oil
reserves high. There are also those who
have not, who in fact have relied on others
to do it for them and who eventually come
to those who have managed to keep their
oil up within a personal relationship with
their husband Jesus the Christ and the
Father, and they, the foolish virgins, ask to
be simply given the oil.
That is what they have been taught to
do, that being they turn to a benefactor
for it, as a go-between. That is exactly
what Israel did with Moses. They said to
him: Why don’t you go and talk to Him
for us, on our behalf? Those who have
faithfully maintained the method of how
our oil is kept up understand it is not
theirs to give and wisely direct them to
Those (the Father and the Son) who generate the oil and who have it for sale.
Where do we fit in here? Have we
kept our oil reserves sufficiently high
enough—and humbly enough,, for that
matter—so we can actually direct others
to the Father and the Son to help Them
find the true source of the oil?
Those of you who know me know I
turn to and recite the instructions found
in Matthew 25:34-40 quite often. Today
you are hearing the reason why I do so.
It is very sobering to an ex-Laodician.
Matthew 25:34-40: “Then the King
will say to those on His right hand, come
you blessed of My Father, and inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the
foundation of the world: for I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger
and you took Me in, I was naked and you
clothed Me, I was sick and you visited
Me, I was in prison and you came to Me.
“Then the righteous will answer Him,
saying, Lord when did we see You hungry
and feed, or thirsty and give drink? When
did we see You a stranger and take in, or
naked and clothe? Or when did we see
You sick, or in prison, and come to You?
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“And the King will answer and say to
them, assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch
as you did to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me.”
If we read on in Matthew 25, we read
that most who were able to help had
turned their backs on them.
How humbling is that? How relevant
is that? Only God defines who are His
and who are not. He knows each and
every one in spite of the condition they
are in. We are in training now to function
in all these circumstances and, boy, do
we have a lot of them to function in here
at the end of the age!
Many relate these conditions to the
world. That’s fine. However, I go beyond
that in my thinking and relate them to the
body of Christ, the church, as depicted in
Revelation 2-3—for Christ here in Matthew is clearly talking about His body,
His brethren, and not the physical world.
I believe our training now is for the conditions we presently find ourselves in and
for those depicted and being rehearsed by
the keeping of this festival of God.
There are many who have been separated from the Father and the Son; thus,
many spiritual orphans and widows.
James speaks of our responsibilities in
this matter as well as to ourselves.
James 1:27: “Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this:
(#1) to visit orphans and widows in their
troubles and (#2) to keep oneself unspotted from the world.”
How are we doing with that? Many
concentrate on #2. What efforts do we
make personally towards the spiritual
widows and orphans who abound at this
time in the churches?
I like the slogan for the Army which I
have not seen in a while: “I am an army
of one.” That can be our motto, brethren.
It actually has many scriptural references
and examples.
If you have not read the entire 3rd
chapter of Jeremiah lately, please do so,
for it contains so many understandings of
who is who and what sequences follow
each other as detailed by our Husband
and Creator. It can be a real eye-opener.
Jeremiah 3:14-15: “Return, O backsliding children, says the LORD; for I am
married to you. I will take you, one from a
city and two from a family, and I will bring
you to Zion. And I will give you shepherds
according to My heart, who will feed you
with knowledge and understanding.”
And then I like to add in my thoughts
“till we all come to the unity of the faith
and the knowledge of the Son of God, to
a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 4:13).
That’s us, brethren, each and every
one of us. Do we believe it? We have
received the ability to do this in the body
in one form or another. Are we using
these gifts we have all been given to
help the body heal and grow closer to

God? That is our training ground for a
future event. What we don’t receive is
the desire to put some of our life’s cares
aside and serve others.
That is completely up to us and a very
big part of our test being administered by
the Father and the Son at this time. How
are we doing with it? Do we in fact
muster up the desire to use the gifts we
have been given, or have we stored them
away? We have many brothers and sisters in the body and out of it for that matter (i.e., the apostasy) who have become
spiritual widows and orphans, who have
become estranged from the Father and
the Son for any number of reasons,
which frankly should not matter to us or
influence our desire to help.
I could recite scriptures like Ezekiel
34 and relate them to the conditions we
find ourselves in as a church but I am
sure we are all familiar with them.
On second thought, let’s do that, for it
is very important and relevant to the
times we live in and to a major problem
existing in the churches. It clearly ad-

ambassadors in this. We are of His body
and thus are to function in this as He sets
the example.
The point I am making here today is
very simple and can be typified in much of
the understanding depicted in the keeping
of this festival which we have reviewed
today. I submit to you that our calling out
of unbelief is not just to be kept personal
in keeping ourselves unspotted from the
world. But more so to incorporate into our
works helping to heal, clothe, feed, visit,
take in, etc., those which are recognized
by the King of the Universe as to being the
least of these My brethren.
If so, He will call those who do such
selfless works: Righteous Individuals,
who tirelessly assist the body of Christ
one individual and instance at a time. The
body is suffering and in poor health and
in many instances kept in captivity under
the dominion of others, self-proclaimed
benefactors. When our Savior laid down
His life for us, He gave us a new command, which we can read in John 13.
John 13:34: “A new commandment I
give to you, that you also love one another.”
It is my belief that this new commandment carries the same weight as the other

Neither judgment nor the law is gone,
but they ultimately take second
position to mercy and grace under
the second covenant.
dresses in all its ugly dominion and reckless behavior the actions of worthless
shepherds, hirelings and wolves.
Ezekiel 34:1-6: “And the word of the
LORD came to me saying, son of man,
prophesy against the shepherds of Israel,
prophesy and say to them, thus says the
Lord GOD to the shepherds (benefactors
who have dominion over the faith and
lives of others at this time), woe to the
shepherds of Israel who feed themselves!
“Should not the shepherds feed the
flock? You eat the fat and clothe yourselves with the wool; you slaughter the
fatlings, you do not feed the flock (they
actually demand more and more of the
flock all the time).
“The weak you have not strengthened,
nor bound up the broken, nor brought back
what was driven away, nor sought what
was lost; but with force and cruelty you
have ruled them. (There are a lot of rulers
in the churches today separating brethren
from the Father and from the Husband.)
“So they were scattered because there
was no shepherd; and they became food
for all the beasts of the field when they
were scattered. My sheep (He clearly
knows who are His) wandered through
all the mountains, and on every high hill;
yes, My flock was scattered over the
whole face of the earth, and no one was
seeking or searching for them.”
We can then read in verses 11-16 that
Christ gets personally involved with
these sheep in seeking them out and
restoring them. Brethren, we are His
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10 given under the terms of the first
covenant and which are clearly and
repeatedly listed as such under the second as well.
He then immediately follows it up
with the following statement which I
believe to be one of the most profound
points of instruction and understanding
given in the second-covenant scriptures.
John 13:35: “By this all will know
that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another.” True Godly love,
not some imitation.
Yes, dear brethren, we CAN be an army
of one during this time of training! As
members of Christ’s spiritual army we
do not leave our wounded or captive
brothers behind. We are being watched
as to how we function in that task by our
Father and our Savior Husband. There is
a reward attached to it.
Once again, by that I am not referring to
the gift of salvation but to the function we
may attain to be in the family of God the
Father. With what I have talked about today all being translated into second-covenant terms, we can see many very loud
and clear instructions, with the loudest being: “Mercy triumphs over Judgment,
and grace triumphs over the Law.”
Neither judgment nor the law is gone,
but they ultimately take second position
to mercy and grace under the terms of
the second covenant. Please keep in
mind that without judgment and the law
there would be no cause for mercy and
grace. They are all inseparable. The very
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foundation of all of this is the love of
God. That is why Christ gave us a new
commandment, which as I have mentioned I look upon as the 11th commandment. It encapsulated the entirety of our
covenant terms our agreement with God.
As Scripture tells us, it is the ultimate
identifying sign and action which the disciples of Christ will be recognized by.
Yes, the members of His body. The other
10 commandments are part of the requirements, the terms of our agreement,
but if we fall short of number 11 it is my
belief that we will fall short of being the
bride in the Father’s household.
Our calling is so far above salvation
that Satan the devil is attempting to keep
as many of us from it as possible. In his
deluded mind he actually thinks he can
prevent the number of the bride from
being completed and thus stymie the
plan of salvation for all mankind. A
mother’s love for her children in physical
terms is second to none. That is why it is
a requirement under the terms of the second covenant, for we are being called to
be the bride, the mother, the second Eve.
Many will fall short of this goal of our
calling at this time, but some will make it
through as we are told in Matthew 22:14.
As I have often pointed out, this is not
some kind of a slight by any stretch of
the imagination. For God tells us in the
résumé of the bride found in Proverbs
31:10-31 and specifically in verse 29.
Proverbs 31:29: “Many daughters
have done well, but you excel them all.”
We need to internalize the spiritual
equivalent of every one of the attributes,
functions, actions and character of the
wife depicted in this beautiful section of
Scripture. That does not mean we have to
perform them all flawlessly, for the function of the wife will be completed by
many who are qualifying and, for that
matter, who have already qualified and
who are in the grave awaiting the resurrection. The combined gifts of them all
will in fact complete the whole package
in Christ the second Adam.
However, we must all attain to the
deep love that a mother has for her children and family. The love of a mother is
certainly described in what was stated
before: Mercy triumphs over judgment
and grace over the law. A mom always
has forgiveness in her heart and will lay
down her life for her little ones regardless. How are we measuring up on that
one, dear brethren?
I have a long way to go but I am greatly encouraged with the promise that our
Husband and Father will complete in us
what They have started if we truly attempt to do so ourselves. God’s responses to scattered Israel being depicted by
the events of the Feast of Booths/
Tabernacles and Ingathering hold a lot
of instruction and encouragement for us
in this venue.
I hope you have had a wonderful Feast
and are looking forward with great anticipation to what the next feast day, the
Eighth Day, holds for us as well as for all
mankind. Let’s be about our Father’s and
our Husband’s work at hand. There is plenty of it to do for each and every one of us.
May the peace of God be with you.
—Brian Convery
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Public-domain transfer will add 20-some hymns to original 128
Continued from page 1

link to the hymns there. I will most
likely be placing them at a Dropbox
site.”
However, in another twist to this
news story, PCG music director Ryan
Malone E-mailed THE JOURNAL on
Dec. 2, 2014, and implied that his
project with Ms. Armstrong had
either been completed or aborted.
Wrote Mr. Malone, “I would rather
not comment on this, since we are no
longer working with her.”
THE JOURNAL followed up with Ms.
Armstrong that same day. She stated
that she will be releasing her father’s
unpublished hymns to the public
without the assistance of the PCG.
She also stated that she had given
Ryan Malone of the PCG “only four
hymns or so.”
Growing impatient with incoming
questions, Ms. Armstrong—without
saying who, if anyone, in place of Mr.
Malone would be attaching lyrics to
her father’s hymns—asked not to be
“further bombarded with questions
about this.”
THE JOURNAL will update its readership as it learns more about the anticipated release of the hymns of Dwight
Armstrong.
Violinist and composer
Dwight Armstrong (1904-1984)
was a violinist and composer who
wrote hymns—piano and congregational arrangements—for publication
and distribution among congregations
of the Radio/Worldwide Church of
God.
He was the brother of WCG founder and longtime pastor general Herbert W. Armstrong (1892-1986).
Dwight Armstrong was baptized
into the Church of God sometime between 1927 and 1930, and he remained a part of the church until his
death, in 1984.
The Radio Church of God (founded in 1927 or, some say, 1934), which
became the WCG in 1968, officially
renounced the doctrines of its founder
Herbert Armstrong in 1995 and renamed itself Grace Communion International (GCI) in 2009.
It has ceased for the most part to be
a Sabbatarian denomination (although there are still GCI congregations and Feast sites that observe the
Sabbath and traditional Feast dates),
but Dwight Armstrong’s hymns continue to be sung among fragments of
the WCG.
These include denominations and
groups such as the United Church of
God, Living Church of God, Church
of God International, Canadian Church
of God and Philadelphia Church of
God.
Even a few scattered congregations and Feast observances of Grace
Communion International are said to
continue to sing some of Mr. Armstrong’s hymns.

ed by Armstrong as saying, “It is just
as sinful to sing a lie as to tell one.”
Mr. Armstrong grew to reject hymns
that were personal testimonials and
sentimental celebrations of the life,
love and lordship of Jesus written by
Protestant writers such as John Newton, Johnson Oatman, and Charles A.
Tindley, preferring instead to sing simple metrical hymns strictly based on
the Psalms and other scriptures.
Mr. Armstrong, therefore, commissioned his brother and fellow church
member Dwight Armstrong to compose melodies for the churches
around the world to sing that could be
set to Scripture-friendly lyrics.
Dwight began this work for the
church in 1947, and his songs
appeared in the Radio Church of God
hymnal (the thin gray paperback
hymnal) and in the larger Worldwide
Church of God hymnals beginning
with the 1974 edition.
Special talent
In the introduction to the 1974
hymnal Mr. Armstrong described the
moment that led him to ask his brother to compose hymns for the church:
“One day I heard my youngest
brother, Dwight, play on the piano a
piece he had composed. It was not
four-part harmony, but was in the
style of a four-part harmony hymn.
“I was intrigued. It had quality and
character. I had known from the time
my brother was a small child that he
had a special musical talent. I immediately asked him to compose two or
three hymns, setting words from the
Psalms to music. It took some little
time, but they were good.”
Although brother Dwight composed the melodies of his hymns, he
was not a lyricist. It has recently been
noted that the words of many of his
songs were borrowed from metrical
books of Psalms called psalters found
in various Protestant sources.

nounced that the church would publish a new hymnal that would include
the unreleased hymns of his brother.
But, after Herbert Armstrong himself
died two years later, the WCG aban-

Mr. James, who contributed to the
editing and compilation of several of
the hymnals of the Church of God
International, however, contends that
the WCG made a mistake in aban-

ARMSTRONG FAMILY—Above: Deborah Armstrong on the air during her days
as a television-news anchorwoman. Above
right and right: Deborarh Armstrong’s
parents, Dwight Armstrong and Karen
Armstrong. Karen Armstrong was the sister of RCG/WCG elder David Jon Hill.
See another picture of Dwight Armstrong
on page 4 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
[Courtesy photos]

doned that project.
Deborah Armstrong however, retained the original, unpublished
hymns of her father, and 30 years
later she says they will now be
released into the public’s hands.
Concerning Dwight Armstrong’s
already-published works, the Worldwide Church of God placed those
hymns into the public domain back
in 2006.
Bronson James’ vocal coach
Bronson James of Detroit, Mich., a
professional singer and voice specialist, former minister in the WCG and
current minister in the Church of God
International who remembers Debo-

doning many of the 18th- and 19thcentury hymns of Protestant writers.
“Fanny Crosby wrote outstanding
music,” he said. “So did Civilla
Durfee, who wrote ‘His Eye Is On the
Sparrow.’ Those who completely
reject writers like these are limited in
their view.”
But Mr. James cautioned proponents of diversity of music in the
Church of God not to blame Dwight

‘One day I heard my youngest brother, Dwight, play on the
piano a piece he had composed,’ Herbert Armstrong wrote. ‘It
was . . . in the style of a four-part-harmony hymn.
According to Deborah Armstrong,
the lyrics of her father’s hymns were
arranged by her mother, Karen Hill
Armstrong, wife of Dwight.
The church’s early hymnals contained a mixture of Dwight Armstrong
hymns and a few popular Protestant
hymns, with lyrics frequently edited
to reflect the church’s doctrines.

Protestant tradition
During the early days of the Radio
Church of God in the 1930s and ’40s,
congregants sang traditional English
hymns by Protestant writers sung by
earlier-established Sabbath-keeping
churches such as the Seventh-day
Adventists and the Church of God
Seventh Day.
Herbert Armstrong, however, was
a staunch critic of churches other than
the WCG that he referred to as
“Protestants,” especially charismatic
Pentecostalism.
Still, Protestant hymns appear in
all the hymnals published by the
RCG/WCG while Mr. Armstrong was
alive.
During a Church of God evangelistic campaign in Eugene, Ore., an elderly attendee declined to participate in
hymn singing, citing his belief that
many of the Protestant hymns being
used were not doctrinally and scripturally sound.

128 Dwight Armstrong hymns
Through the years, succeeding
hymnals gradually contained fewer
and fewer of the old Protestant hymns
and more and more of those composed by Dwight Armstrong.
According to a website established
by Church of God Ministry (cogtv.org)
that features hymns sung by the old
Radio/Worldwide Church of God,
Dwight Armstrong wrote 128 hymns
for publication.
His popular songs include “Blest
and Happy Is The Man,” “Trust in
God and Stand in Awe,” “O How
Love I Thy Law,” “In Thy Loving
Kindness, Lord,” “His Mercy Never
Fails” and “How Lovely Are Thy
Dwellings.”
“I felt honored that people sang my
father’s hymns,” Ms. Armstrong said
in the podcast interview, “especially
at the Feast, where there’d be 10,000
people.”
She explained that her father kept
writing hymns “until the day he
died,” but with the ascension of Ross
Jutsum as the new featured composer
for the Worldwide Church of God, the
later hymns of Dwight Armstrong
were not used.

It’s a sin to sing a lie
When Mr. Armstrong asked him
why he did not sing, the man was quot-

Project abandoned
At the time of Dwight’s death, in
1984, Pastor General Armstrong an-

rah when she was a child during her
father’s music heyday, says he is
pleased with Ms. Armstrong’s donation and that many people within the
Churches of God will appreciate her
donation and enjoy singing and listening to the previously unpublished
works of her father.
Mr. James has fond memories of
Dwight and Karen (pronounced with
the first syllable the same as “car”)
Armstrong.
“I knew him very well,” said Mr.
James of Mr. Armstrong. “I visited
his house weekly. His wife was my
vocal coach.”
Mr. James was the bass singer in a
mixed quartet in the WCG. The quartet sang many of Dwight Armstrong’s
compositions.
“I was blessed to be able to sing
Dwight Armstrong’s music so that his
brother [Herbert Armstrong] could
hear it before publication,” he said.
Mr. James was familiar with the
legend of the church member who
confronted Herbert Armstrong about
“singing a lie.” But Mr. James said
that it was a subsequent occurrence
that led to the church’s almost wholesale abandonment of Protestant
hymns.
At a ministerial gathering in the
early 1970s, a minister gave a sermonette that “disparaged hymns from
the 18th and 19th centuries” as being
too self-centered.
Fanny Crosby was outstanding
According to Mr. James, it was
after this sermonette that Mr. Armstrong asked his brother Dwight to
write even more hymns “based on the
Psalms to supplement the ones he had
written in the original hymnal.”

Armstrong for the limited selections
of songs in the old WCG.
Wanted to contribute
He said Dwight himself would
have been the first to acknowledge
that writers other than himself and
even writers outside the Church of
God could effectively contribute to
the Lord in song.
“Dwight never thought of himself
as some superior songwriter at all,”
explained Mr. James. “He was commissioned by his brother to compose
songs, and he complied. He simply
wanted to contribute as he could to
the work of God and leave it at that.”
Although there have been rumors
that Dwight Armstrong never actually
joined the Church of God or that he
left the church, Mr. Armstrong was
indeed a baptized member who regu-

larly assembled with the brethren.
Doris Cole, wife of longtime
Church of God elder Wayne Cole,
said she and her husband were members of the same WCG congregation
in Pasadena, Calif., and that there was
hardly ever a Sabbath service at
which Dwight Armstrong was not
present.
A tribute to a father
Although Dwight faded into obscurity in the early 1980s, Deborah
Armstrong insists that her father
never left the WCG.
She said that in his final years he
attended Sabbath services at a WCG
congregation near his home in the
state of Washington when his health
permitted and that he made it a point
to attend the church’s annual festivals.
Although Deborah herself is no
longer affiliated with the Churches of
God, she said she is making her donation as a tribute to her father.
“I’m not connected to their
church,” said Ms. Armstrong in the
December 2013 podcast interview.
“But my father was loyal to [the
WCG to the day he died], so I will
honor him.”
Mr. James summed up the life of
Dwight Armstrong: “He was a gentle
spirit.”
Herbert Armstrong was a figure
with many critics, but the anger often
directed toward Mr. Armstrong has
never transferred over to his brother
Dwight.
Even those who may not like
Dwight’s music usually prefer other
music merely as a matter of taste
rather than as a matter of personal or
moral objection.
Bitterness on the Internet
Dwight Armstrong’s daughter
Deborah agrees.
“There is so much bitterness on the
Internet because of the WCG,” she
wrote on another blog in 2006. “It
was very refreshing to see that, at
least for some, my father’s hymns are
not a part of those bitter memories.
“He was a quiet, private man, unlike his outspoken brother Herbert.
He was also a kind and gentle person.
He took great pride in his music and
continued to write hymns while he
was dying of cancer.”
Deborah Armstrong, 48, is the only
daughter of Dwight and Karen Armstrong. She grew up in the WCG and
attended Ambassador College in
Pasadena, where she received a bachelor’s degree in 1989.
Thereafter she worked as a scriptwriter for the church’s television program, The World Tomorrow.
By 1992 Ms. Armstrong had
stopped attending church services,
and she and the WCG officially parted ways the same year.
A critic of the WCG and religion in
general, Ms. Armstrong does not
affiliate with any church.
After leaving the WCG Ms. Armstrong has worked as a television
news reporter and anchorwoman for
two CBS affiliates in the U.S.
Northwest.
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Mr. Armstrong added Sabbath sermonettes in about 1950
down. Sermonettes were a tool to
train young [AC] students.”
The format might vary for sermons on feast days, said Mr. Cole.
Instead of one sermon, the brethren
might hear two sermons of about 50
minutes each.
The pioneers of the Radio Church
of God in Texas and elsewhere
worked through some hard times
and saw the Big Sandy congregation
grow steadily through the years.
From the humble beginnings
around a kitchen table to meetings
under an oak tree to eventually gaining use of modern facilities and serving thousands of Church of God
members, these stalwarts helped build
a congregation, Feast of Tabernacles
site, private school and college.
The facility at Big Sandy flourished for many years and eventually
became known as a second headquarters of the Worldwide Church of
God.

Continued from page 5

“When Mr. Armstrong moved
from Eugene to Pasadena he still had
the influence of the Church of God
(Seventh Day),” said Mr. Cole. For
example, “he still conducted Sabbath school at that time.”
Ambassador student Herman
Hoeh apparently didn’t like the concept of Sabbath school, said Mr.
Cole, so he “went to Mr. Armstrong
and said, ‘It is the parents’ responsibility to teach their children.’ He
[Mr. Armstrong] changed the church
format then [eliminating Sabbath
schools], I think in 1949.”
The usual church format at that
time was to begin church services
with two songs, the opening prayer,
announcements, another song, special music (if available), a sermon, a
closing song and a closing prayer.
“I think it was in 1950 sermonettes were added,” said Mr. Cole.
“They were to be short topics. They
were not intended to be sermons cut

OUT OF THE PAST—Above photo: Three young Ambassador
College students, David Jon Hill (left), Garner Ted Armstrong and
Norman Smith, fellowship during the faculty reception in the old AC
library building in Pasadena in 1953. Right photo: Feastgoers take
their seats before a Feast service in the big tent near Big Sandy
about 1966. [Above photo courtesy Doris Cole; right photo by
Roland Ouellette]

TO BE CONTINUED

Bricket Wood U.K. deal falls through, PCG buys elsewhere
Continued from page 24

chi’s Message to God’s Church Today. These actions led to Mr. Flurry
being summoned before WCG leaders and fired on Dec. 7, 1989.
A group of the brethren rallied
around Mr. Flurry and another minister,
John Amos, to start a new congregation.
Twelve people met for a church service
on Dec. 16, 1989, and four days later
the congregation incorporated as the
Philadelphia Church of God.
According to the website watchman.org, the Philadelphia Church of
God had risen as of 2000 to 6,000 members in 115 countries.
Another AC
The PCG operates a small liberal-arts and theology college,
Herbert W. Armstrong College,
also known as
AC, in Edmond, Gerald Flurry
Okla. Established in 2001, AC offers two-year and
four-year unaccredited degrees.
It graduated its first class in 2006,
having obtained federal-government
permission to accept international students in 2003.
Stephen Flurry contends that the
European ministry of the PCG and its
overall ministry is based upon a simple
message, a message that he says can be
proven from the Bible and put to the test
in real life.
“Herbert Armstrong, our college’s
namesake, was one of the greatest educators and cultural leaders of the 20th
century,” Mr. Flurry said in his YouTube
address. “Why did so many people listen to Mr. Armstrong? . . . Because of
his message. That message was about a
solid, joyful, peaceful way of life.”
Mr. Flurry said Mr. Armstrong’s
message and proposed way of life continue to be spread even though the
church Mr. Armstrong founded in 1934
(some say 1927) shut down its colleges
and ceased being a predominantly Sabbatarian organization.
Picked up, dusted off, proved out
“That way of life didn’t shut down,”
Mr. Flurry said. “That message didn’t
shut down. It was still there for anyone
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to pick up and dust off and prove out.
“Not many people did that. But a few
people did. A few people took that way
of life and put it to the test.”
Mr. Flurry believes that England is a
good place to “raise the ruins” of Mr.
Armstrong’s work.
“Now fast-forward to today,” said
Mr. Flurry. “After a few humble beginnings, God’s college [Herbert W. Armstrong College] is now living and sharing that same way of life . . . here in
England.
“What a good place this is to broadcast, to publish, to build for God. What
a place to resurrect an old way of life, to
fuel a bright light here in a nation that
has a troubled future.”
A bridge over troubled times
Mr. Flurry also said the work of the
Philadelphia Church of God could
perhaps be instrumental in guiding
the British people through its time of
trouble.
“When you look around you here in
Britain right now, you see a lot of joylessness. There’s a lot of unhappiness. A

pus in Bricket Wood was available for
purchase.
Ambassador College was a four-year
liberal-arts college established by the
Radio Church of God in 1947, with its
original campus in Pasadena, Calif., and
other campuses started in Bricket
Wood, England, in 1960 and near Big
Sandy, Texas, in 1964.
Ambassador College’s English campus, which graduated present-day Church
of God ministers Ian Hufton and Daniel
Botha and songwriter Ross Jutsum,
closed in 1974 and sold soon thereafter
to the Central Electricity Generating
Board.
Ambassador College itself was completely closed in 1997 when the last
remaining campus, in Texas, became
defunct.
With an opportunity to purchase
Ambassador College’s old English
campus, the PCG tendered an offer in
March 2013 to purchase a portion of the
Bricket Wood estate, including its mansion, Hanstead House, and a cottage
where Mr. Armstrong stayed during his

£3 million tops
On May 14, 2014, the PCG submitted a bid to purchase the Edstone estate
on the outskirts of Wootton Wawen that
was quickly accepted.
THE JOURNAL was not able to determine the amount of the bid or selling
price, but the mansion, described as a “6
bedroom house for sale,” was listed
recently at rightmove.co.uk for £3 million, or about $4.7 million.
Eager over the years
Bob Thiel of Arroyo Grande, Calif.,
founder of the Continuing Church of
God, publisher of the blog COGWriter
and a critic of many of the Churches of
God including the PCG, says he is
relieved that the PCG purchased the
Edstone campus rather than the WCG’s
old Ambassador College grounds.
Mr. Thiel has criticized the PCG as
becoming too eager over the years to
acquire relics of the old Radio/
Worldwide Church of God.
“I have considered PCG’s fascination with attaining old WCG items to be

The acquisition of Edstone was the culmination of a two-year
search for a new PCG headquarters campus in the U.K.
lot of darkness, frankly. It’s everywhere
around us . . .
“Everyone in Britain and outside of
Britain can see that Britain needs something . . . What is Britain to do? How
can Britain’s people come out of this
trouble? Well, perhaps what you are
about to see on this small campus can
help light the way.”

visits to the campus.
Over the next nine months, however,
the deal fell through. The owner of the
Bricket Wood estate, a London realestate-development company, was
denied planning permission for its residential neighborhood by the St. Albans
city council, making the sale of the land
to the PCG impracticable.

Bricket Wood deal fell through
The acquisition of Edstone was the
culmination of a two-year search for
a new PCG headquarters campus in
the U.K. In December 2012 Gerald
Flurry asked Mr. Macdonald to
search the London area for a parcel of
land that could meet the needs of the
church’s growing British and European work.
Mr. Macdonald soon discovered that
the former Ambassador College cam-

A kind of epiphany
The PCG then looked elsewhere.
“There was a kind of epiphany,” said
Mr. Macdonald as quoted in the press
release. “Why not look elsewhere? we
thought.
“We did a quick Internet search, and
within minutes we were oohing and
aahing over at least a dozen other magnificent homes, all of which were less
expensive and came with greater
acreage and more features.”
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on the idolatrous side, so at least this
purchase of property in England ended
up not being a continuation of that,”
wrote Mr. Thiel in a Nov. 14, 2014, blog
entry.
“Yet, because it is in England, this
does give the appearance that PCG is
still trying to appear more like the old
WCG, which had a campus there.”
In 2009, the Philadelphia Church of
God purchased a 12-by-15-by-25-foot
sculpture formerly located on the
WCG’s Ambassador College Big Sandy
campus called Swans in Flight.
Mr. Armstrong’s prayer rock
Originally commissioned in 1969 by
Mr. Armstrong, the swans lately rest in
a 40,000-gallon reflecting pool on a
mall at the entrance of the Armstrong
Auditorium of PCG’s AC campus in
Oklahoma.
Also on display on that campus is a
14-inch “prayer rock” said to have been
used by Mr. Armstrong to lean on while
kneeling in prayer when he lived in
Oregon in the 1920s and ’30s.
A small group of PCG members
embarked on an expedition to Oregon
to find the rock. After consulting with
descendants of friends of Mr. Armstrong, they found a rock that they said
fit every detail that Mr. Armstrong had
given in his autobiography about the
rock.
When Gerald Flurry later saw the

rock, he was convinced that it indeed
had been Mr. Armstrong’s rock, and he
ordered that it be displayed on the
PCG’s college campus. The rock
arrived on the Oklahoma campus Aug.
15, 2002.
Two years later the PCG spent more
than $100,000 purchasing items auctioned off by the WCG in its liquidation
of the assets of its Ambassador College
Pasadena Campus. A nine-foot Steinway concert grand piano and two
seven-foot-tall candlestick holders were
among the items purchased.
In a July 17, 2004, sermon explaining the church’s purchases, Gerald
Flurry noted the items had been picked
out and acquired by Herbert Armstrong
himself.
Majestic, yet sensible
In spite of the failure to purchase the
old Ambassador College site in the U.K.,
United Kingdom/Europe regional director Brad Macdonald said he believes the
property that the PCG eventually purchased is ideal for the church, a godsend.
“I believe God has long been preparing Edstone for His church,” he said in
the church’s press release. “Edstone is
ideal for the PCG, a perfect combination of majesty and functionality. It’s
dignified and impressive, yet practical
and sensible.”
Mr. Macdonald said contractors and
church-staff members are updating fixtures and appliances and installing new
flooring, partition walls, paint and a
computer network to prepare Edstone
Hall for church use by the last week of
December 2014.
The work of the church’s regional
headquarters in Britain currently includes conducting church business, fulfilling literature requests, Feast planning, and providing services to European members.
Mr. Macdonald and his family will
live in the Edstone mansion.
In addition to making use of Edstone
for its current functions, the Philadelphia
Church of God intends to operate a
school at Edstone called Herbert W. Armstrong College–England.
The new school’s first semester will
begin Jan. 12, 2015. According to Stephen Flurry, the PCG will assign 11 students from the Oklahoma campus to
study and work at Edstone in support of
what the church calls “God’s end-time
work.”
No one at PCG commented
THE JOURNAL attempted to contact
Gerald and Stephen Flurry and Brad
Macdonald concerning the purchase of
the Edstone estate.
This writer was able to reach none of
these men for comment.
For more information about the Philadelphia Church of God, go to pcog.
org or write P.O. Box 3700, Edmond,
Okla. 73083, U.S.A., or phone (405)
340-7474.
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PCG acquires Wootton Wawen U.K. HQ
By Edward Malone
he Philadelphia Church of God
(PCG) recently purchased a
22-acre estate that features a
24,000-square-foot mansion to serve
as its new British headquarters.
The large imposing former private
residence lies on the outskirts of the
village of Wootton Wawen in the
West Midlands county of Warwickshire.
The church leaves behind a 900square-foot office building in the
Northampton, England, town center
that formerly housed its U.K. regional-office operations.
The Edmond, Okla., U.S.A.–based
Sabbatarian denomination announced the purchase on Nov. 12,
2014, the same day Brad Macdonald, the PCG’s regional director
for the United Kingdom and Europe,
received the keys from the realestate broker, marking the closing of
the deal.
The church then issued a press release on its website, and Stephen Flurry,
a PCG evangelist and son of church
founder and president Gerald Flurry,
took to the airwaves to announce the
purchase on an online YouTube telecast of The Trumpet Daily.

T

beauty of Edstone. The church’s new
22 acres of meadows and pastureland
features mature beach trees and oak
trees and one majestic cedar of
Lebanon.
The landscape slopes downward
and offers a view of a water garden
and lake.

Cotswold-stone roof and detached
garage.
The acquisition of Edstone also
includes planning permissions for a
10,000-square-foot additional building and an indoor swimming pool and
a leisure complex.
The Philadelphia Church of God
has its roots in the
Worldwide Church
of God. Its founder,
Gerald R. Flurry,
graduated from the
WCG’s Ambassador College in 1970
and became a WCG
minister in 1973,
eventually being
transferred to and
settling in Oklahoma in 1985.
After the death,
in 1986, of the
WCG’s founder and
WOOTTON WAWEN CAMPUS—Stephen Flurry stands in pastor general, Herfront of the new Wootton Wawen, England, campus of the bert W. Armstrong,
Philadelphia Church of God. The PCG bought the property the WCG began to
after negotiations to purchase the WCG’s former facility at make doctrinal changBricket Wood fell through. [PCG photo]
es, many of which
contradicted the
The church’s new building, ac- teachings of Mr. Armstrong.
T h i s r e s u l t i n g transformacording to Mr. Flurry, features stone
window frames, balconies and ter- tion of the Worldwide Church of God
races. The interior designs allow sun- prompted hundreds of ministers and
thousands of lay WCG members to
light into every room in the house.
leave that church to spin off denomiIn this mansion are many rooms
nations and congregations loyal to the
According to the press release, the Commandment-keeping legacy of
estate’s 24,000-square-foot mansion, many of the Churches of God that
formed beginning in
the 1840s.

Shakespeare slept near here
The newly acquired estate, called
Edstone, lies in the southern Warwickshire countryside near Wootton
Wawen. Edstone is four miles north
of Stratford-upon-Avon, the reported
birthplace of William
Shakespeare.
“This is Edstone. It’s
Gerald Flurry was one of the early
Pioneering
really a joy to be able to
dissenter
dissenting ministers of the WCG who
say that name,” said Mr.
Gerald Flurry was
Flurry in his YouTube
objected to doctrinal changes.
among the dissenting
telecast filmed on the
ministers. As early as
church’s new campus.
“For months it’s been a possibility, Edstone Hall, built in 1939, contains the late 1980s Mr. Flurry objected to
a hope of ours. But today, the day we more than 30 rooms, an oak double- the changes as “doctrinally false” and
post this episode, it becomes a reali- door entrance into a stained-glass began to openly oppose them.
He eventually wrote a manuscript
ty—and becomes a symbol for a great vestibule, stone-mullioned windows,
work to come.”
stone fireplaces, balconies and a that would become the book MalaMr. Flurry described the natural 5,500-square-foot Georgian cellar,
See BRICKET WOOD, page 23
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Notes and quotes
Gary Fakhoury dies
HENRICO, Va.—Gary
Fakhoury, 52, died Sept. 30,
2014, at Virginia Beach, Va.
Mr. Fakhoury had written
several essays for THE JOURNAL
over the
years beginning in
about 1997
and, before
that, for In
Transition,
many of
them about
the nature of
God and
Jesus.
Gary Fakhoury
Mr. Fakhoury was a presenter at
several of Ken Westby’s series
of One God Conferences that
began in 2002 in Seattle,
Wash.
Mr. Fakhoury was found near
a sand dune on the beach at
Virginia Beach. Police reports
stated the cause of death was
“undetermined.”
Mr. Fakhoury was an
Ambassador College, Pasadena, graduate, having served
while an undergraduate at AC,
Big Sandy, as editor of the student newspaper, The Portfolio.
He was a family man, creative writer, advertising writer
and designer, artist, philosopher and theologian.
He is survived by his wife,
Barbara, and three children.
See Mr. Fakhoury’s obituary
on page 7 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.
Reunion headed for
Pasadena Hilton
PASADENA, Calif.—An
organizer of the reunion that is
planned for former Pasadena
Ambassador
College students for
Feb. 27
through
March 2,
2015, said
the theme
will be “The
First 30
Years: 1947
to 1977.”
Bob Gerringer
One of the
organizers, Bob Gerringer, said
471 out of a total of 2,556 former students from those years
have “joined” the official
reunion website,
acpasadenareunion.com.
The location will be the
Hilton Pasadena Hotel, on
South Los Robles, about a
mile from the former
Ambassador College campus.
The reunion’s website links
to the Hilton’s website, which is
set up to provide accommodation information and accept
online reservations.
See also the article about
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the reunion on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.
The Torah in E-Prime
SIMI VALLEY, Calif.—Dr.
David F. Maas has available a
document
titled “The
Torah
Rendered
Into EPrime.”
Dr. Maas,
a former
instructor at
Ambassador
College, Big
Sandy,
David Maas
explained
that E-prime “consists of a paraphrase in which we have
endeavored to replace all to-be
verbs—is, are, were, was,
etc.—with concrete active
verbs, eliminating the ‘is’ of
identity.”
In other words, “John is a
teacher” would be rendered in
E-prime as “John teaches.”
“The apple is sweet” would
become “The apple tastes
sweet.”
“By performing these linguistic procedures, we have hoped
to create a crisp, direct and
sparkling document,” Dr. Maas
said.
The link to Dr. Maas’s PDF is
accessible at tinyurl.com/
maas999.
CGWA Winter Family
Weekend
BOTHELL, Wash.—Marla
Prouty has notified THE
JOURNAL that a news item in
“Notes and Quotes” in last
month’s
issue gave
an incorrect
website
address.
The subject was the
Church of
God a
Worldwide
Association’s
Marla Prouty
Winter
Family Weekend, set for Dec.
24-27, 2014, in Louisville, Ky.
The correct Web address is
members.cogwa.org. The specific link for the site’s calendar
page is accessible at
tinyurl.com/cogwa999.
“Our theme for this year’s
weekend is ‘Godly Character:
An Essential Ingredient in True
Christianity,’ ” Ms. Prouty said.
“Our Friday-night Bible study,
as well as Sabbath seminars
and sermon, will all expound
on this very vital aspect necessary for our Christian growth.
“Larry Salyer, pastor of
Cogwa Houston South and
current member of the MBOD
[ministerial board of directors],
will be our guest speaker.”
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