
The writer is a longtime Church
of God member and recently retired
editor of the twice-weekly Gilmer
Mirror, the newspaper of record of
Upshur County, Texas, since 1877.

By Mac Overton

GILMER, Texas—In the Church
of God there are many types
of ministries, just as there are

in other traditions.
Some ministers are in it for gain,

some for fame. And
some simply want to
serve God and people
God calls.

An example of the
latter is James Throg-
morton, 76, who main-
tains a small but sin-
cere ministry called
simply the Churches
of God.

Mr. Throgmorton
lives in Pocahontas,
Ark., where he has been most of his
life, and maintains a photography
business, Camera Corner Studio, as
he has for 55 years now.

“I don’t take a salary from the
church,” he said.

But he has traveled in 30-some
countries and most U.S. states over
the years in support of the gospel.

At the time of this interview (late
August 2014) he had recently re-
turned from a trip to Florida, where

he had baptized a woman.
His home congregation in Poca-

hontas meets in a room at a down-
town business owned by one of his
daughters.

“It’s small and getting smaller,”
he said.
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The writer is a researcher of Bible-
related topics, author and former uni-
versity professor who attended Am-
bassador College in the late 1950s.

A Sabbatarian Christian, Mr. Rude
until his recent retirement was em-
ployed as a linguist by the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
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F
or the first time, there was a change in
2013 of the Hanukkah observance from
December to November.mmmmmmmm
mThe Jews claim it
has been 7,000 years

since any change has taken
place. Why is Hanukkah
now kept 30 days earlier?

To understand, you have
to study the purpose of it all.

The Menorah

Hebrew and Latin an-
nounce the Light of Man-
kind, the six days of cre-
ation, followed by the sev-
enth-day Rest of God. Only
the seventh-day Sabbath is
the Holy Day of God (sign
of peace on earth). The prior
six days are the Work of
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when later he broke with the Church
of God International.

“God doesn’t respect someone
whose goal is to draw a following,”
he said.

A member of the former Radio/
W
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