
The writer is a longtime Church
of God member and recently retired
editor of the twice-weekly Gilmer
Mirror, the newspaper of record of
Upshur County, Texas, since 1877.

By Mac Overton

GILMER, Texas—In the Church
of God there are many types
of ministries, just as there are

in other traditions.
Some ministers are in it for gain,

some for fame. And
some simply want to
serve God and people
God calls.

An example of the
latter is James Throg-
morton, 76, who main-
tains a small but sin-
cere ministry called
simply the Churches
of God.

Mr. Throgmorton
lives in Pocahontas,
Ark., where he has been most of his
life, and maintains a photography
business, Camera Corner Studio, as
he has for 55 years now.

“I don’t take a salary from the
church,” he said.

But he has traveled in 30-some
countries and most U.S. states over
the years in support of the gospel.

At the time of this interview (late
August 2014) he had recently re-
turned from a trip to Florida, where

he had baptized a woman.
His home congregation in Poca-

hontas meets in a room at a down-
town business owned by one of his
daughters.

“It’s small and getting smaller,”
he said.

That is not an unfamiliar situation
to him because he has “lost many
congregations over the years,” main-
ly over issues of leadership.

He does not want to be authoritar-
ian, which alone sets him
apart from many in the vari-
ous Churches of God.

Mr. Throgmorton serves
scattered brethren across the
United States and around the
world through his website,
theChurchesofGod.com. It is
packed with articles and ser-
mons.

The articles are based on
his theology.

“I’m just basic Church of
God,” teaching the Sabbath and
feast days as well as other standard
old-time Church of God precepts,
he said.

When granting this interview he
noted a ground rule.

“When I left Worldwide I made a
promise that I wouldn’t contact peo-
ple”—to get a following or support—
“unless they contacted me first.”

He said he also kept that standard

WASHINGTON, D.C.—A
sprawling United Nations
archive that exposes thou-

sands of Nazi Holocaust perpetrators,
including many
who were never
held account-
able for their ac-
tions, has been
made available
to the public for
the first time af-
ter 70 years of
restricted access.

Among the
war criminals
highlighted in
the archive is Hungarian autocrat
Miklós Horthy, whose gruesome
crimes were first brought to public
light in even greater detail in Sasha
Veljic’s Genocide Revealed.

As recently reported in Haaretz
(haaretz.com), Horthy’s transgres-
sions included an “unprovoked attack
against Yugoslavia . . . leading to mas-
sacres, murders and torture” and that

Hungary, under Horthy, sent “masses
of the Serbian population and Jews to
concentration camps.”

In addition, Hungary was accused
of “massacring Serbians and Jews in
Novi Sad and other areas of the
Balkans.”

Genocide Revealed, published by
Something or Other Publishing of
Madison, Wis., in 2012, previously
described these same charges in chill-
ing detail.

Aleksandar “Sasha” Veljic, transla-
tor, researcher, writer, former Ambas-
sador College student and longtime
Church of God member, was born in
1971 in Belgrade.

While staying with relatives in
London who offered refuge and sup-
port during the civil war in the former
Yugoslavia, he studied at Francis
King School of English and later at-
tended Ambassador College in the
United States.

He has published several works on
the genocide against Serbs, Jews,
Roma, Slovaks, Ruthenians, Slo-

venes, Russian emigrants and antifas-
cists of German, Hungarian and other
descent.

In 2008 Mr. Veljic and other mem-
bers of the Holocaust Memorial So-
ciety discovered a forgotten Holo-
caust site in Perlez village.

Mr. Veljic is also the author of sev-
eral works in Serbian and the founder
and president of the society.

According to Something or Other
founder Wade Fransson, the book ex-
poses the horrors perpetrated by Hor-
thy in additional areas, documenting
every point of international law that
was broken during his reign.

The book includes a full list of
identified victims.

Mr. Veljic, who discusses the UN
release at length on his blog (geno-
ciderevealed.com), compiled the in-
formation after researching primary
Serbian, German, Hungarian and Swed-
ish sources for seven years.

The UN archive shows that a Hun-
garian lawmaker notified Horthy of
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Newly opened UN archives on Nazis’ crimes
reignite the revelations in Genocide Revealed

This is the last issue of THE
JOURNAL until after Taberna-
cles. The next issue, No.

166, will be a combined one dated
September-October 2014.

Also, on page 4 of this issue is a
major update to the list of Feast of
Tabernacles sites. This is the last
listing for this calendar year.

Members of the Churches of
God and other Sabbatarian fellow-
ships will meet this year at several
hundred Feast sites, with most ob-
servances beginning the evening
of Oct. 8.

Beginning within the next few
issues, THE JOURNAL will run re-
ports on readers’ Feast obser-
vances for 2014. You’re invited to
send yours in.

Mail your article to Feast Re-
ports, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or E-mail it
to info@thejournal.org.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are welcomed.

This is the last
issue until

after the Feast

LEON SEXTON INTERVIEWED ABOUT THE QUEEN—Leon and Gloria Sexton (center)
stand with palace-event organizers Dr.Yuvanuch (left) and Dr. Dulphichai.The public-relations
department of the royal palace in August interviewed Mr. Sexton, a Church of God member
and founder, with his wife, of Legacy Institute ministry in Thailand. See Mr. Sexton’s report at
the bottom of this page of THE JOURNAL. See a related photo on page 21. [Courtesy photo]

By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—A visiting
speaker for Sabbath services in
the building owned by the

Church of God Big Sandy on Aug. 30,
2014, said he’s angry with God be-
cause of the recent spate of illnesses
and deaths of several of his friends.

Dennis Mouland, 60, of Dewey,
Ariz . ,  was in
Big Sandy to
speak at the me-
morial service
Aug. 31 for Carl
Akins,  a  56-
year-old Church
of God member
from this area.

Mr. Mouland
said God has
some explaining
to do.

“I have been quite angry with God
over a number of things, especially
this year,” he said.

“It might be better not to say I’m
totally torqued off but that I’m bitter-
ly disappointed or I don’t understand
and I disagree with Him.”

What’s the deal, God?
Mr. Mouland said he’s not afraid of

incurring the wrath of God because “I
believe God is big enough and smart
enough that He can handle my disap-
pointment.”

God knows Mr. Mouland is “just
venting.” Still, he asks, “What’s the
deal, God?”

Close friends of Mr. Mouland have
recently died, some unexpectedly,
some after extended illnesses.

“Now, 2014’s been a tough one,”
he said, “because my dear friend Ray
Wooten died. Then Ray Kurr just out
of the blue. Who would have expect-
ed that?

“The same with Thalia Hufton, just
suddenly. Chuck Biggs. Grandpa
Mischnick . . .

“I don’t see the Forrestiers here
today, but Mindi’s niece, a little 2-
year-old, recently drowned . . .

“And then Carl Akins.”

A challenge for God
Mr. Akins, who lived with his wife,

Melinda, near Big Sandy and operat-
ed a furniture-making business, passed
from this life Aug. 24, 2014.

“You know, I prayed every day for
quite some time about Carl and some
of these others who I knew were sick.

“With Carl as recently as a week
and a half ago I said to God, ‘You
don’t do a lot of miracle healings any-
more, God. I just don’t see it. I don’t
know why, and You don’t have to
explain to me why.

“ ‘But how about doing it for
Carl? I don’t care how we explain it
to the world. How about just healing
Carl? You can do it. Why don’t you
just do it?

“I get that way with Him some-
times. But He didn’t [heal Mr. Akins],

Preacher unhappy with God
for letting friends suffer, die

MMrr..  SSeexxttoonn  ggooeess  ttoo  BBaannggkkookk

Legacy founder on camera for Queen Sirikit
Former Texas residents Leon and

Gloria Sexton founded Legacy Insti-
tute, an independent Church of God
ministry in South and Southeast
Asia, in 1999. The Sextons live in
Chiang Mai. They have known the
king and queen of Thailand for more
than 30 years.

By Leon Sexton

CHIANG MAI, Thailand—In
early August 2014 I received a
call from a palace official ask-

ing if I would participate in an event
honoring Queen Sirikit of Thailand
on her 82nd birth anniversary.

I of course said yes, but not know-
ing what to expect. The palace offi-

cial told me a lady representing the
public-relations office of the prime
minister would be calling me.

Dr.  Yuwanuch
called me a few days
later. She asked me
to attend an organiza-
tional meeting at the
PM’s public-rela-
tions office in Bang-
kok and things would
be outlined there.

I still didn’t know
what they wanted me to do.

The meeting was chaired by Dr.
Dulphichai Komolvanich, who is
a well-known independent designer
and architect who has served Queen

Sirikit for many years.
The meeting covered food, deco-

rations, performances by hill tribes,
dancers, musicians coming to Bang-
kok and more about decorations of
the Suan Amporn Palace grounds to
honor the queen at an event lasting
three days (Aug. 9-11.) Nothing was
discussed about what I could do.

A day later Dr. Yuwanuch called
and told me I would be interviewed
on camera—in the Thai language!

I have been interviewed and an-
swered in Thai a few times before.
But I was nervous because this time
it would be on camera.

Gloria and I went to the office
See WAS OFFICIAL, page 21

Dennis Mouland

Sasha Veljic

Leon Sexton

See COG MEMBER’S BOOK, page 7

See SERIOUS ILLNESS, page 5

James Throgmorton

Pocahontas pastor
eschews authoritarianism

See SHEPHERD’S VOICE, page 21
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Controversial cartoon for two ladies

After I finish reading my copy of
THE JOURNAL, it is read by three
ladies in the church. A couple

of those ladies came up with the idea
for a cartoon that I drew up.

We had a lot of fun with it, and it
was passed around by people in church.

They asked me to send it to you,
but I told them I thought it was proba-
bly too controversial for your paper.
They asked me to mail it to you and
the worst thing that would happen is
you wouldn’t publish it.

So here it is. If you don’t want to
publish it, please return it to me and
I’ll get it published elsewhere to keep
them happy.

Earl L. Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

Mr. Cayton’s cartoon appears in this
issue in its customary place of honor
on page 3.

Duality in prophecy
Comment on the “100-Year Weath-

er Comparison” letter in the July 31,
2014, letters section:

I followed the writer’s [the pseu-
donymous Gun Lap’s] instructions
given in last month’s letters sections,
expecting to find a 100-year drought
comparison for the United States.

But there were no statistics avail-
able on drought, which was the main
subject of my JOURNAL article, “Drought
in America and Britain’s article,” in
issue No. 161 (April 30, 2014).

Instead, I found this website head-
ing: “On This Site I Present Informa-
tion Which Questions Church Of God
Beliefs.”

So let the anonymous writer be
honest about his or her motives when
contributing to THE JOURNAL. If the
writer would like to do a 100-year
comparison of drought in the United
States, it would confirm the contents
of my article.

We are one of the birthright recipi-
ents promised rain in due season. The
Dust Bowl in the United States pre-
ceded World War II.

Now we are in a national drought
that began slowly over a period of 25
years and has brought us to the point
where the nation is about to suffer a
drastic change in our way of life if the
drought condition is not reversed.

Germany again dominates Euro-
pean politics and business.

Those who believe nothing is being
done to bring about the close of this
age may find that God is following the
sequence of events He laid out in
Leviticus 26 dealing with Israel:

Terror, drought and famine, then
military defeat and national captivity
upon His chosen people in a final re-
currence of duality in prophecy.

Brian Harris
Oceanside, Calif.

Doctors and prophecy
This is just a brief note to commend

you for running that interesting article
about how doctors die differently [see
page 3 of issue No. 164, dated July 31,
2014]. This is a perspective everyone
should know about.

We were undecided about renew-
ing our subscription, but with this

kind of vital information being pre-
sented there is no question about re-
newing now.

Also, I hope you received Ken
Westby’s August 2014 newsletter in
which the article by Noel Rude ap-
peared titled “1975 in Prophecy.”

Noel presents a rather wide over-
view of a number of prophetic perspec-
tives, all of which to date have failed.

Gary Arvidson
Kings Mountain, N.C.

See Mr. Rude’s article on the impre-
cision of prophecy beginning on page
8 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

Mauve journalism? Just
what do you mean?

Cancel my subscription. Send no
more JOURNALS. Keep the change.

I leave Lonnie Hendrix with this
thought: Thousands of little sulfurous
balls burning at 4,000 degrees F. fall-
ing on Sodom and Gomorrah: Can
this happen again?

To Dixon Cartwright: You have my
permission to publish this short E-mail
in its entirety in THE JOURNAL. I see no
excuse to cut and paste something this
short to suit your slanderous, hypocriti-
cal, yellow, mauve and pink journalism.

David Froloff
Sacramento, Calif.

God’s love has its limits
I happened to read the rebuke that

you received from David Froloff in the
June issue in regard to your question-

ing the justice behind Psalm 137:9.
[See Mr. Froloff’s letter, headed “In

Defense of Fred Coulter,” on page 2
of issue No. 163. See the most recent
letter of rebuke from Mr. Froloff im-
mediately above.]

You should have referred to Reve-
lation 16:6-7 first. If that is the price
God requires, who is going to argue
with Him if He loves Israel that much
to get revenge on Babylon’s chil-
dren?

“Vengeance is mine,” saith the Lord.
Our ways and thoughts are not always
God’s ways and thoughts.

It may not seem just to destroy in-
nocent children, but some question the
justice behind God’s willingness to
sacrifice His own Son, to put all our
sins upon Him even though He was
sinless and innocent, so that we could
live in eternal gratitude for that.

Consider another sobering thought:
God doesn’t love you or your kids
enough to save you apart from your
confession in His Son.

Ned Dancuo
Stoney Creek, Ont., Canada

Scattered people of God
Thank you so much, sir,

for the continued litera-
ture support and your
edifying articles in
THE JOURNAL. Your
work is great in bring-

ing about love and un-
derstanding within the scat-

tered people of God within
our Churches of God groups.

I appreciate you so much,
sir, for the huge help with
the print subscription with-
out charge. I look forward

to remaining on your mailing list.
May the Lord bless you and keep

you and your family in His care and
providence.

Timothy Temilola
University of Ibadan

Ibadan, Nigeria

See the notice about complimenta-
ry print subscriptions to THE JOURNAL
on page 5 of this issue.

Proving Exodus 23:20-23
What follows is sort of a Bible

study aimed at those who have not
really proven some important points to
themselves.

Exodus 23:20-23: “Behold I send
an Angel before you, to keep you in
the way, and to bring you into the
place I have prepared for you!

“Beware of him! Obey his voice!
Provoke him not, for he will not par-
don your transgressions. For my name
[YHVH] is in [the angel].

“But if you will not obey his voice,
then I [the voice of the Ten Com-
mandments] will be an enemy . . . For
my Angel shall go before you, and
bring you [to the land of Canaan].”

The above words were spoken to
all of Israel by the voice of Moses,
who was simply passing on that which
was spoken to him. These words were
delivered before Israel left the area of
Sinai and Horeb.

Question: What was it that led Is-
rael for 40 years of wandering? A
cloud? Who was in the cloud? An an-

gel? (see the above quote).
If it was an angel who led Israel

to Canaan, what was his name?
YHVH?

Go back to the beginning scriptural
quote (above) in which we are told that
an “Angel would lead Israel to Canaan.
And a cloud led Israel to Canaan. And
there was a YHVH in that cloud!

Note that a YHVH spoke to Moses
“face to face” in the outer room of the
tent of meeting, the Holy Place.

But also notice someone else spoke
to Moses when he went into the tent:
“THE VOICE” that spoke to him from
within the Holy of Holies, the inner
room (Numbers 7:89).

But there was also one YHVH
whom Moses heard and likely spoke
to whom he did not see face to face
(verse 23).

The conclusion of this: There was a
YHVH who spoke to Moses face to
face. There was also a YHVH who
spoke to Moses whose face was not
seen!

Ray Daly
Lincoln, N.D.

Inaccurate anomaly
This is in response to the article

titled “COG Downers Grove Merges
With Chicagoland COG” that ap-
peared in the July 31, 2014, issue of
THE JOURNAL.

From my perspective the article
had numerous inaccuracies (mostly
later in the article when discussing the
writer’s perception of the history with
the Church of God International).

I hope these inaccuracies are an
anomaly and they do not reflect the
overall approach of THE JOURNAL in
verifying their sources of information.

I enjoy reading THE JOURNAL in
keeping abreast of what is happening in
the various Churches of God and hope
that THE JOURNAL has a policy of requir-
ing writers to verify sources before go-
ing to print and that this was just one
that slipped through the cracks.

My husband, Ken, has been the
pastor of the Downers Grove Church
of God, so I have a front-row seat in
the discussions and actions of the
three congregations that have chosen
to meet together.

(Merger may be too strong a word
at this time. We are meeting together,
but the article correctly noted that we
are continuing to keep our treasuries
separate at this time.)

Before I mention my biggest regret, I
would like to acknowledge two people
who were omitted in the article. Debbie
Madison is an integral part of our con-
gregation, having been the pianist since
our beginning. The Downers Grove
Church of God has two gifted pianists,
Debbie and Amber Warrington, who
share the music program.

My biggest regret about the article
is that the writer failed to mention
Wendell Wiese, the pastor of the Elm-
hurst Church of God, which has been
meeting with the Downers Grove
Church of God for a number of years.

Since Wendell was not highlighted,
his picture was not included on page 7
with my husband, Duane Nicol and
Jim Patterson. Instead, a picture of
Norm Edwards was included.

The picture and the writer’s refer-
ence to Norm Edwards in the article
could have given your readers an
impression that Norm is an integral
part of our congregation.

The article did correctly mention
that he is connected with Jim Patter-
son in a joint venture of a magazine,
and the article did correctly convey
that there is no certainty that the
Downers Grove Church of God will
become involved with the magazine.

To avoid any confusion, I think it
would be helpful to reiterate that the
Downers Grove Church of God has
not been affiliated with the magazine
and has not been endorsing what
Norm Edwards has written.

The core beliefs of the Downers
Grove Church of God, however, have
remained consistent over the years.
We hope that the article does not lead
people to form a wrong perspective
about us.

Trisha Svehla
Church of God Downers Grove

Downers Grove, Ill.

Unusual conclusions
I read [“COG Downers Grove

Merges With Chicagoland COG,” in
issue No. 14] today. Parts of it were

good, but when the writer talked about
what I did for Shepherd’s Voice maga-
zine, it was like somebody introduc-
ing THE JOURNAL and then talking only
about some obscure article that you
ran months ago and giving only the
unusual conclusions it contained with-
out any of the reasoning behind it.

I’ve seen that technique used be-
fore to discredit all sorts of organiza-
tions, even scientific ones: pick out
their most unusual conclusions, then
tell newcomers about them without
giving any of their reasoning.

Otherwise, keep up the good work.
Norman Edwards

Port Austin, Mich.

Who are the priests?
There is a change in the law, and so

there is a change in the priesthood (He-
brews 7:12). “Priesthood” signifies a
group of people who perform the du-
ties of priests.

But who are they? Are they preach-
ers, ministers or angels?

No! They are you, the converted
ones who have God’s Spirit. Peter ex-
plained this. He addressed 1 Peter to
the strangers; that is. We’re strangers,
as was Abraham.

1 Peter 2:5 speaks of a holy priest-
hood and, in verse 9, a royal priest-
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‘Consider a sobering thought:
God doesn’t love you or your kids enough to

save you apart from your confession in His Son.’

Please let THE JOURNAL
know when you move
Please send your old and new addresses to
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
U.S.A., or to the appropriate address listed
in the box at the top of this page. Or you
may fax 1-888-488-6603 or E-mail
info@thejournal.org or leave a voice mes-
sage at 1-866-949-7294 to report your
address change.

Please notice

V iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay or other feature in THE JOURNAL
are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and should not be
viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor do they nec-

essarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and fea-
tures are presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among
readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters and articles of
response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.

See MORE LETTERS, page 23
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The writer has never been a COG
member but feels closely affiliated
with the churches. He operates King-
dom Builders Ministries in Port
Austin, Mich., which maintains a
prophecy shell, similar to a band
shell, that houses a bulletin board that
spotlights news related to Bible
prophecy.

A version of the following article ap-
peared in Servants’ News magazine.

By Michael R. Zaeske

KALAMAZOO, Mich.—Many
Sabbatarian believers are dis-
heartened by what they see as

the state of the church today.
Some may even long for the big

hierarchical organizations of the past
that seemed to be getting things done.

I propose that maybe we are doing
what God wants us to be doing and we
do not realize it.

I quote in this article from two short
books and I want to mention them
right up front.

One is by Zola Levitt, titled Broken
Branches: Has the Church Replaced
Israel? and the other is The Dead Sea
Scrolls After Forty Years.

The latter is is a collection of lec-
tures presented by four archaeological
scholars who are, I be-
lieve, some of the leaders
in biblical archaeological
research, including Her-
shel Shanks, publisher of
Biblical Archaeology Re-
view.

By way of introduction
To begin, I quote James A. Sanders

from the “Panel Discussion” section in
After Forty Years. Mr. Sanders, in
answer to a question by moderator
Hershel Shanks, states:

“ I think there has been an [archae-
ological scholarship] influence, some
of it good and some of it not so good
[on the practice of religion].

“That is to say, the historic main-
line churches are pretty much staffed
by ministers from graduates from

Harvard and Yale and Union and
Claremont and so on.

“The graduates of these seminaries
get their degrees for knowing theories
about the historical formation of the

Bible, but they
don’t know what
the Bible says.

“This is a great
lament I have.
We get students
now in the main-
line seminaries
who are ignorant
of the Bible in
the first place be-
cause they are
not learning it at

home or in church anymore.
“Then they come to seminary and

learn all about J, E, D, and P—the
documentary hypothesis—but they
have not read the Pentateuch yet. The
documentary hypothesis is just one
theory about possible formation of the
Pentateuch.’ ”

Mr. Sanders continues: “George Stei-
ner, in The New Yorker of February
1988, engages in a real lament and I
agree with him when he says that very
few people outside of theological cir-
cles or English departments of litera-

ture know Bible content anymore.
“In an address that I gave at George-

town University last year, I said, ‘Mr.
Steiner, it is worse than you think.
They don’t know the Bible all that well
in theological circles, either.’ ”

Some know their Bible
There is one thing I can say about

most individuals I have come in con-
tact with who have come out of the
Churches of God movement, especial-

ly those with former ties to the World-
wide Church of God and its successor
churches and individuals who studied
at Ambassador College: They know
their Bible.

That is perhaps why these groups
frequently indulge themselves in pro-
moting the creation and dissemination
of so much negative commentary, pur-
posely seek controversy and frequently
engage themselves in capricious behav-
ior, backbiting, bitterness, subterfuge
and, ultimately, sometimes even disas-
sociation from others whom I would
consider to be their brethren in Christ.

Why is this so? Could it all be a part
of God’s eternal plan? Are we doing
what God expected us to do, perhaps
even planned for us to do?

Returning to my opening quota-
tion, Mr. Sanders quotes Mr. Steiner
saying that “very few people” know
their Bible. Could this perhaps be a
“remnant”?

What is the church?
I do not want to go into great detail

here, but it seems to me that as mod-
ern-day Christians many of us have
preconceived and oftentimes mis-
conceived ideas about what the
church is.

In the Old Testament
we frequently find refer-
ences to the congregation
of Israel.

There is a simple mean-
ing to this. It means a col-
lection of people congre-
gated in one place, which
group of people is com-

prised of Israelites or the descendants
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, whose
name was later changed to Israel.

The Greek word ecclesia is almost
always translated “church” in the New
Testament. It means nothing more a
collection of people.

It had and has nothing to do with a
building, organization, ministry or
anything like that.

The other way the word was trans-

Columns and commentary
Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

The writer runs a ministry to
homeless people that has housed
281 people for an average of 80
days each. Contact him at ned-
wards@portaustin.net, (989) 738-
7700 or portaustin.net/pabc. He
also writes for and helps edit Shep-
herd’s Voice magazine (shepherds
voicemagazine.org).

By Norman Edwards

PORT AUSTIN, Mich.—A new
nondenominational Feast of
Tabernacles site in 2014 in Only,

Tenn., will feature musicians and
speakers from varied backgrounds,
some Sabbath-observing some not.

The site’s organizers and many of
their Christian friends have been
stirred over the last few months to
realize that the biblical feast days, the
Sabbath and many other truths we
have learned over the years will be
conveyed to others primarily by us
going out to them, not by them com-
ing to us or joining our congregations.

True evangelism has never been
about numbers of people or money
coming to the evangelists, but about
people coming to God.

Jesus sought out the assemblies

Jesus Christ and His apostles did
not build churches and invite people
to come and hear their message and
their music. They went where the
people were assembling: the temple,
synagogues, marketplaces.

Sometimes
they were well
r e c e i v e d .
Sometimes they
had to flee an-
gry mobs.

Often their
miracles and
their messages
attracted large
crowds, even
to distant plac-
es in the wil-
derness.

Music was an important part of
the 1st-century church (Matthew
26:30; Hebrews 2:12; James 5:13).
The New Testament does not say
anything about who wrote the songs
church members sang.

They certainly sang the biblical
psalms, but it is likely they also
obeyed the seven commands to con-
tinually write new songs (Psalm

Only Feast to be shared
by diverse believers

Michael Zaeske

Church disheartened or doing God’s will?

The difference between Obama and God
is God doesn’t think He is Obama.

The writer, a longtime Church of
God member, is responsible for a
public outreach program called The
United States and Britain in Proph-
ecy. See us-britishfuture.com.

By Brian Harris

OCEANSIDE, Calif.—The 9/11
attack assaulted the older
generation’s assumption that

the American homeland was pro-
tected by God and that somehow fair
warning would be given in time to
avert such a tragic event.

Many from the British Common-
wealth and other nations were lost
that terrible day of the World Trade
Center towers’ destruction.

Some may have stopped to look
for a deeper meaning behind the
tragedy, but many did not.

Worthless mortgages
Within a few short years the mort-

gage scandal broke. Up to 90 per-
cent of worthless home mortgages
provided during the housing boom
had been bundled into Triple A
bonds, and 80 percent of these were

sold around the world, causing the
potential failure of most major
banks and temporarily crippling the
world economy.

As shown in the America and
Britain’s Fu-
ture Free Li-
brary, you will
find the United
States, Britain,
Canada, Aus-
tralia, New Zea-
land and sev-
eral nations of
Western and
Northwestern
Europe, as well
as Ireland and

the modern nation of Israel, are the
descendants of ancient Israel, the
nation chosen by God to set the rest
of the world the right example.

We are following the same de-
structive path as our ancestors.

Many Bible prophecies are writ-
ten in duality, with an early and a
later fulfillment relating to today’s
modern descendants. Because God

Why did God allow the
9/11 terrorist attack?

See IF WE DO NOT, page 5

See ONLY IN TENNESSEE, page 23

Why so much negativism? Could it be a part
of God’s plan? Are we doing what God

expected, perhaps even planned, for us to do?

See IN 1971, page 22

Norman Edwards

Brian Harris

The writer is a church pastor and
regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Do you
remember when you attended a
church that had a closed-door

policy? Back then I thought such be-
havior was biblical. It seems so ridicu-
lous now.

Jesus told the Pharisees He did not
come to call the righteous but to call
sinners to repentance (Matthew 9:13).

A church service should not be a
gathering of people who think they are
more righteous than everybody else. It
should be a place where sinners feel
welcome. (Is anyone reading this arti-
cle not a sinner?)

A church service should not be a
weekly meeting of a social club that
keeps out the riffraff. It should be a
place where sinners can receive help.

(For the record: Congregations have
the authority to restrict disruptive
people from participating. In practice,
however, such an action should be rare
rather than the rule.)

Not a motivational rally
A church service should not be a

weekly motivational session to rally
supporters around physical leaders
and their advertising projects.

It should be a place that helps sin-
ners hear God’s Word and become
closer to God.

In Matthew 9:12 Jesus draws an
analogy: They who are healthy do not
need a doctor, but those who are sick

do need a doctor.
Consider a modern-day parable.

Emergency-room visit
Once upon a time there was a king-

dom with many emer-
gency rooms. The ad-
ministrators of each
room viewed theirs as
the one true emer-
gency room. Each was
so exclusive that the
administrators placed
bouncers at the doors
to screen people be-
fore they could enter.

One day Joe Saint
saw some advertise-
ments (magazine, radio
and television) about a
few of the emergency
rooms. Because his wife,
Jane, was having heart problems, the
Saints decided to visit.

Private emergency
When they arrived at the first emer-

gency room, they were stopped at the
door by a friendly doorkeeper.

“Excuse me,” said the doorkeeper,
“but this is a private emergency room.
May I help you?”

“Yes,” replied Joe. “My wife has
been having heart problems. I saw
your advertisements, so we came over
here to visit your emergency room.”

“Just a minute,” responded the
doorkeeper. “We have a closed-door
policy at our emergency room. You
see, we can’t let just anyone in.”

Puzzled, Joe asked: “Is it not your
purpose to help people? That’s what
your advertisements state. Your adver-
tisements are so professionally done.
They attracted us to come for help.”

“Thank you for the compliment
about our advertisements,” answered

the doorkeeper. “If you would like
to make a donation, we will
use the money for paying
our executives and for in-
creasing our advertising
projects.”

“May my wife and I
please come in?” asked Joe.

“We want you to talk to
one of our staff members this
week,” answered the door-
keeper. “After he interviews
you two or three times, he
will determine when to invite
you. We want you to come to

the one true emergency room.”
Joe was discouraged and said: “We

were hoping to get some help sooner
than that. I guess we’ll try somewhere
else.”

“Okay, good-bye,” said the door-
keeper. “I hope your wife’s heart trou-
ble clears up soon.”

Another visit
Joe and Jane were discouraged, and

her heart was indeed feeling worse.
Then he remembered other advertise-
ments (magazine, radio and televi-
sion) that looked quite similar to those
promoting the previous place.

The other places also called them-

The emergency room wouldn’t help them

See THE GREAT PHYSICIAN, page 7
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The Journal lists 257 Feast sites for 2014
U.S. SITES
Alabama—Gulf Shores: Sponsored by

John Warren and Dot Ussery, (903) 636-
4470, warrentex@aol.com.

Arizona—Flagstaff: Church of God Big
Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800)
946-5545. Payson: CBCG, (831) 637-
1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.
Phoenix: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

Arkansas—Bella Vista: New Wine
Ministry,nwmglobal.org/upcoming-
events. Harrison: CGI, Wynn Skelton
(903) 736-5999. Hot Springs: Church of
God Fellowship, cgfnw.org/fot2014.php.
Searcy: Points of Truth Ministries, Larry
Lasiter, (479) 747-8407,
pointsoftruth.com/feast.html

California—Carlsbad: Rock Valley
Christian Church, (951) 600-9555, rock-
valleychristianchurch.org/content/taber-
nacle_welcome.php. Fairfield: The Bible
Fund, thebiblefund.org/?page_id=27.
Hollister: CBCG, (831) 637-1875,
cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm. Indian Wells:
LCG, lcg.org. King’s Beach: ICG, (903)
561-7070, intercontinentalcog.org/taber-
nacleshome.php. Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Oxnard: The
Father’s Call, http://thefatherscall.org/
feast-tabernacles-2014. Palm Springs:
CBCG, (831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_
sites.htm. Pismo Beach: Church of the
Eternal God, eternalgod.org/feast/fot/
2014/index.html. Rocklin: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Squaw Valley:
Guardian Ministries, David Antion,
davidantion.com. Terra Bella: Bible
Explorations (SDA), Oct. 10-17,
bibleexplorations.com/calendar.php.

Colorado—Colorado Springs:
Churchlight Publishing Association, Oct.
10-17, churchlight.net/2014holy-
days/2014feastoftabernacles.html.
Glenwood Springs: Christian Church
of God Grand Junction, Mark Dalgart,
(866) 202-0748, staff@ccofgod.org.
Grand Junction: Western Colorado
Congregation of God, http://
wccongregationofgod.org/feast-of-
tabernacles-2014.html. Steamboat
Springs: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Steamboat Springs: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Florida—Clearwater: CGI and Church of
God In Miami, Bill Watson (330)
225-0478, Church of God in Miami (305) 
752-5275. Daytona Beach: Church of
God Ministries International, thecogmi.
org/fot.htm. DeLand: Sponsored by Al
Hillmeyer, feastgoer.org/metamorph_
greenisland/deland14.html. Destin:
Church of God Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545. Destin:
CBCG, (831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_
sites.htm. Fort Walton Beach:
CGI and Common Faith Network,
commonfaithnetwork.com. Lantana:
Florida Christian Church of God, Oct.
10-17, Neville Gilbert, jancgil@aol.com,
(561) 547-4952. Melbourne: Assembly
of Yahweh, observance date: Call for
details John Rhodes, (352) 509-7115 or
(352) 209-5335, Don Trumble, (352)
687-8160. Melrose: Hebrew Messiah
Group, Oct. 10-17, fallfeast.com/.
Orlando: Continuing Church of God,
Bob Thiel, cogwriter@aol.com. Palm
Harbor: Living Church of God, lcg.org.
Panama City: ICG, (903) 561-7070,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacles
home.php. Panama City: Wholeworld
Church of God, herbertwarmstrong
audio.com/feastinformation.htm.
Panama City Beach: 7th Day Church
of God, Oct. 10-17, Mark Carr (865)
922-5420, thesimpletruth.net/feast/
fot/fot.html Panama City Beach:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Pinellas Park:
Church of God in Miami, http://
godschurch.org/FeastLocation.htm.
Tampa: CBCG, (831) 637-1875,
cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.

Georgia—Conyers: The Way of Yah,
http://thewayofyah.com/event/feast-of-
tabernacles-day-1-8/. Jekyll Island:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Kennesaw:
Congregation of God 7th Day, (770) 427-
4189. Valdosta: Unity Sabbath Day
Church of God, unitysabbathdaycog.org/
index_files/page0012.htm.

Hawaii—Lihue, Kauai: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org.

Idaho—Kellogg: Pacific Church of God,
http://pacificcog.org/fot2014/. McCall:
Celebration Church of God, 1 (866) 549-
2537. http://celebrationchurchofgod.
org/fot.html. Sandpoint: YHWH Is 1,
yhwhis1.com/NewsLetter.php.

Illinois—Rockford: Shalom Assembly of
Yahweh, Oct. 10-17, forhisname.
com/feast-of-tabernacles-2014/. Utica:
Active Bible Church of God, feastgoer.
org/metamorph_peacefull/utica14.html.

Indiana—Auburn: Church of God
Ministries International, thecogmi.
org/fot.htm. Elkhart: Pacific Church of
God, http://pacificcog.org/fot2014/.
Montgomery: ICG, (903) 561-7070,
intercontinentalcog.org/taberna-

cleshome.php. Shipshewana: CBCG,
(831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.

Iowa—Moravia: Church of God
Fellowship, http://feast2014.org/index.
php?page=home-2.

Kentucky—Land Between The Lakes:
CGI, James Pollitte (606) 742-2222.

Maine—Wells: CBCG, (831) 637-1875,
cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.

Maryland—Baltimore: First Century
Church of God, (443) 801-4697;
admin@firstcenturychurchofgod.org
or bevramwood@yahoo.com; firstcen-
turychurchofgod.org. Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Massachusetts—Cape Cod: CBCG, (831)
637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.

Michigan—Eaton Rapids: Eaton
Rapids Assembly of Yahweh, Oct 10-17,
Assembly office (517) 663-1268, assem-
blyofyahweh.com/2014%20Feast%20of
%20Tabernacles.htm. Mackinaw: The
Shining Light, Oct. 11-18, Constance at
gloriousliving@aol.com.

Missouri—Branson: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. Branson: ICG, (903) 561-7070,
intercontinentalcog.org/tabernacleshome.
php. Branson: CGWA, feast.cogwa.org.
Branson: Church of God Ministries
International, thecogmi.org/fot.htm.
Branson: Church of God in Truth,
Oct. 7-14, postponements.com/2014_
feast_information.htm. Branson:
Providence of God Outreach Network
and Church of God Bible School
Ministries, providenceofgodoutreachnet-
work.org/2014-feast-of-tabernacles.html.
Branson: Eternal Church of God,
eternalcog.org/holydays/ecgholydays.html
#tabernacles. El Dorado Springs:
Yahweh’s Restoration Ministry, Oct. 9-18,
yrm.org/FOT2014/. Kimberling City:
CBCG, (831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_
sites.htm. Lake of the Ozarks: Living
Church of God, lcg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Season of Our Joy, Tim Kelley,
season-of-our-joy.com or sooj.org.
Leasburg: EliYah, Oct 9-19, eliyah.
com/feast-of-tabernacles-sukkot-
2014.html. Mexico: Yahweh’s Assembly
in Yahshua, Oct. 10-18, yaiy.org/feasts/
2014fotplanner.html. Rocheport:
Yahweh’s Assembly in Messiah, Oct.
10-17, yaim.org/web/events/fotreserva-
tionform.html.

Montana—Bigfork: UCG (restricted site),
http://feast.ucg.org. Bozeman: CBCG,
(831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.

New Jersey—Cape Liberty: Church of
God Downers Grove, Feast of Tabernacles
Cruise, Ken Svehla mosaic2016@aol.com,
(630) 968-6169.

New Mexico—Pie Town: Think Red Ink,
Oct. 10-19, thinkredink.com/EVENTS/
FOT2014/Tab.htm.

New York—North Rose: Messianic
Family Fellowship, Oct. 8-15, (315) 879-
4782, http://messianicfamily
fellowship.com/messianic-events/
sukkot-2014/.

North Carolina—Ashville: Melo
HaGoyim, Oct. 9-19, melohagoyim.org/
index.php/set-apart-days/34-feast-of-
sukkot-2014. Bladen Lakes State
Forest: Sukkot NC, Oct. 9-19,
sukkotnc.com/.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Columbus: Yaakov’s
Flock, Oct. 10-17, yaakovsflock.org/
sukkot.htm.

Oklahoma—Kellyville: About Torah
Messianic Association, Oct. 11-18,
about-torah.org/HolyDays/feast-of-
sukkot-tabernacles.html. Tulsa: CBCG,
(831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.
Tulsa: The Father’s Call, http://
thefatherscall.org/feast-tabernacles-
2014/. Wagoner: The Tabernacle Group,
http://thetabernaclegroup.com/about/.
Wewoka: Restoring His Way, Oct. 9-18,
http://feastofsukkot.org/.

Oregon—Bend: Church of God Fellow-
ship, cgfnw.org/fot2014.php. Bend:
Sunriver FOT Committee, http://
fotsunriver.org/index.html. Bend-
Redmond: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Canby: Hebrew Nation, Oct. 9-19,
http://northwestsukkot.com/. Depoe
Bay: Bethel Church of God, bethelcog.
org/church/holy-day. Merlin: Hoshana
Rabbah, Oct. 9-18, http://sukkotnw.org/.

Seaside: Living Church of God, lcg.org.
Pennsylvania—Cornwall: Yahweh’s

Frystown Assembly, Oct. 10-17,
http://yahwehsfrystownassembly.com/
events/feast-of-tabernacles-2014.
Lake Harmony: CGWA, feast.cogwa.
org. Tannersville: Living Church of
God, lcg.org.

Rhode Island—Newport: The Called Out
of God, Oct. 11-18, 7th-day.info/Pages/
festivals_CalledOutOfGod.aspx.

South Carolina—Myrtle Beach: ICG,
(903) 561-7070, intercontinentalcog.
org/tabernacleshome.php. North Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy, P.O.
Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800)
946-5545. Myrtle Beach: CGI,
http://sccgi.webs.com/feastoftabernacles.
htm. Myrtle Beach: Church of
Covenant Blessings, endtimeassembly.
org/events.php.

South Dakota—Rapid City: Church of
God Fellowship, http://feast2014.org/

index.php?page=home-2
Tennessee—Dandridge: Now Is the Time,

now-is-the-time.org/Sukkot_2014.html.
Gatlingburg: Congregation of Yahshua
and True Words of Yahweh Yahshua
Assembly, Oct. 10-17, inspiritandtruth.net/
files/Events/Events.html. Jackson: Hungry
Hearts Ministries, P.O. Box 10334, Jackson,
Tenn. 38308; hungryheartsmin@aol.com.
Nashville: Church of God, Norm Edwards,
(989) 738-7700, cogfot.org. Nashville:
Church of the Great God, cgg.org/index.
cfm/fuseaction/News.FOT2014. Pigeon
Forge: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Pigeon
Forge: CBCG, (831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/
feast_sites.htm. Pigeon Forge: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Sevierville: Great Lakes
COG, rricker@glcg.net, (906) 440-3414.
Sevierville: The Churchof God Worldwide
Ministries, (865) 774-4600.

Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God Big
Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800)
946-5545. Boerne: Living Church of
God, lcg.org. Cisco: Assembly of Yahweh
7th Day, Oct. 10-17, https://halleluyah.
org/FeastInformation.html. Galveston:
ICG, (903) 561-7070, intercontinentalcog.
org/tabernacleshome.php. Galveston:
House of God (Austin, Waco and
Houston), Ronnie Harmon, (254)
493-4322, hgwaco.com. Galveston:
CGWA, feast.cogwa.org. Glen Rose:
Tabernacles TX, Oct. 10-18, https://
tabernaclestx.com/. Houston: CBCG,
(831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.
Kerrville: North Texas Fellowship in
YHWH, Oct. 8-15, http://yahwehsheep.
net/FeastTabernacles.html. Mexia:
Teshuva Ministries, http://sukkottx.com/.
New Braunfels: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org. Rusk: Yah is One, Oct. 10-18,
yahisone.com/content/sukkot-2014-
registration-rusk-texas. San Antonio:
COG San Antonio and COG Outreach
Ministries, Julian Cruz, jcruz132@satx.rr.
com, (210) 333-7229. San Antonio:
The Harris Family, Oct. 8-19, http://
thefeastoftabernacles.com/. Tyler: Chris-
tian Educational Ministries, cemfot.com/.

Utah—Park City: Living Church of God,
lcg.org.

Virginia—Williamsburg: Church of
God Ministries International, thecogmi.
org/fot.htm.

Wisconsin—Sheboygan: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Green Lake: Truth
on the Web Ministries, Oct. 10-18,
truthontheweb.org/THEFEAST.htm.
Portage: The Church of God, Don Roth
(920) 349-3604, t-cog.org/Feast_
Images/Feast%202014/Feast_info_2014.
htm. Wisconsin Dells: Living Church
of God, lcg.org. Wisconsin Dells: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

CRUISE
Bermuda and Caribbean cruise—

Church of God Downers Grove,
departs Oct. 9 for a nine-night sailing
out of Cape Liberty, N.J., to Bermuda,
St. Maarten, San Juan and Labadee;
Amber Warrington, (630) 373-4683,
marjoryamber1@yahoo.com.

NON-U.S. SITES
Argentina—Carlos Paz: CGWA,

feast.cogwa.org. Villa de Merlo:

LCG, https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
villa-de-merlo-argentina,

Australia—Lennox Head, New South
Wales: LCG, https://fot2014.lcg.org/
festivals/lennox-head-australia. Merim-
bula, New South Wales: UCG, Mat-
thew Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com,
+61-2-4388-3463. Nelson Bay, New
South Wales: ICG, intercontinen-
talcog.org/Tabernacles/tabernacles
nelsonlbay.php. Caloundra,
Queensland: Christian Educational
Services, cesa.org.au/Festival_2014.html.
Redcliffe, Queensland: CGI,
http://cgi.org/australia. Sunshine
Coast, Queensland: UCG, Grant
Chick, grantchick@ucg.org.au. St.
Helens, Tasmania: UCG, Paul Vaughn,
paulvaughan@ucg.org.au, +61-3-9746-
0151. Torquay, Victoria: The Father’s
Call, http://thefatherscall.org/feast-
tabernacles-2014/. Rockingham,
Western Australia: UCG, Matt
Sieff, matt_sieff@ucg.org.au,

+61-2-4388-3463.
Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck Smith,

freeportfot@gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Barbados—Christ Church: Living Church

of God, lcg.org. St. Peter: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Burundi—Mugina: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Brazil—Roraima: UCG, Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@ucg.org,
(513) 907-9774.

Canada—Canmore, Alta.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Invermere, B.C.:
Christian Biblical Church of God, (831)
637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_sites.htm.
Kelowna, B.C.: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Osoyoos, B.C.: CGI,
cgicanada.org/feast/#BC. Penticton,
B.C.: Living Church of God, lcg.org.
Penticton, B.C.: Church of God
Webcast, Penticton, B.C.: Living.
Barrie, Ont.: Maranatha Church of
God, http://maranathachurchofgod.ca/
Feast_Of_Tabernacles.html.
Collingwood, Ont.: Canadian Church
of God and Churches of God Outreach
Ministries, Len Labunetz, (416) 781-9215;
canadianchurchofgod.com. Gananoque,
Ont.: Christian Biblical Church of
God,(831) 637-1875, cbcg.org/feast_
sites.htm. Leamington, Ont.: CGI, cgi-
canada.org/feast/#Leamington.
Midland, Ont.: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org. Ottawa-Gatineau, Ont.:
Living Church of God, lcg.org.
Charlottetown, P.E.I.: Living Church
of God, lcg.org. Prince Edward Island:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Cypress Hills,
Sask.: Living Church of God, lcg.org.

Chile—Lican Ray: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Olmue: UCG, Jaime
Gallardo, jgallardocasas@gmail.com,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

Colombia—Cartagena: UCG, Scott
Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.org,
(704) 628-6383. La Tebaida: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
la-tebaida-colombia. Santa Marta:
CGWA, feast.cogwa.org.

Congo (Democratic Republic of)—
Kinshasa: CGWA, feast.cogwa.org.

Costa Rica—Atenas: Mark and Linda
Roth, (907) 235-2412, (907) 399-3578,
feastgoer.org/metamorph_spring/
atenas14.html. Puntarenas: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
punta-leona-costa-rica.

England—Great Malvern: Living Church
of God, lcg.org. Kendal: ICG, sdcuk.
org.uk/feastkendal.htm/. Nottingham:
Congregation of Yahweh (UK), congyah.
co.uk/religious_events_detail.php?Events
Code=89. Paignton: WCG/GCI, david.
silcox@wcg.org.uk. Torquay: UCG,
see the website at ucg.org.uk/feastuk
2014.html.

Fiji—Pacific Harbour: CGWA,
http://feast.cogwa.org/sites/pacific-
harbour-fiji/.

France—La Grande Motte: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org/site/europe-france,
Maryse Pebworth, feastinfrance@
gmail.com. Orbey: CGWA, feast.
cogwa.org. Saint Pierre La Mer: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/saint-
pierre-la-mer-france.

Germany—Aschau im Chiengau: The
Father’s Call, thefatherscall.org/
feast-tabernacles-2014/. Schluchsee:
UCG, see the Web site at vkg.org/fot.php.

Ghana—Abrem-Agona: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Guatemala—Antigua: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Antigua: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
antigua-guatemala. Panajachel: UCG,
Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@
gmail.com,Mario Seiglie, mario_
seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.

Georgetown—Guyana: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
georgetown-guyana.

Indonesia—Batu: UCG, https://fot2014.
lcg.org/festivals/batu-indonesia.

India—Jaipur: UCG, Ken Murray
aaaken@bigpond.com, +61-487-408889.
Kolkata: CGWA, feast.cogwa.org.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, Carmelo Anastasi,
carmelo_anastasi@feastinitaly.org.

Ivory Coast—Abidjan: CGWA, feast.
cogwa.org. Man: CGWA, feast.
cogwa.org.

Jamaica—Ocho Rios: CGI Jamaica, Ian
Boyne, P.O. Box 776, Kingston 1, Jamaica,
W.I., cgijamaica.org. Ocho Rios: UCG,
Chuck Smith, jamaicafot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991. Runaway Bay: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Kachinland—Na Mawn: Lazum  Brang,
P.O. Na Mawn–01114, Lake Indawgyi
Region, Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)

Kenya—Nakuru, Ogembo and
Nyanza Province (three sites): UCG,
John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org. Ndhiwa:
Continuing Church of God, Evans
Ochieng, evochieng74@gmail.com.

Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG, Gracious
Mpilangwe, gracious_mpilangwe@
ucg.org, Victor Kubik, vic@kubik.org.

Malaysia—Penang: UCG, Don or Dawn
Goodger, d.goodger@gotalk.net.au,
(613) 9436-1359. Penang: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
penang-malaysia.

Martinique—Saint Luce: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
saint-luce-martinique.

Mauritius—Flic-en-Flac: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Mexico—Mazatlan: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Oaxtepec: LCG,
lcg.org. Puerto Vallarta: UCG, Gabriel
Garcia, vallarta@iduai.org, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.

New Zealand—Nelson: UCG,
nelsonnz.com. Rotorua: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
rotorua-new-zealand. Taupo: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Wellington:
Continuing Church of God, John Hickey,
john.h@vodafone.net.nz.

Nigeria—JABU Resort of Arakeji
of Ondo State: UGC, Oludare Akinbo,
oludare_akinbo@ucg.org.

Peru—Huanchaco: CGWA, feast.
cogwa.org.

Philippines—Albuera, Leyte: UCG, José
Campos, campos_jt@yahoo.com,
+63-933-208-0625 or +63-998-496-
9171. Baguio City: UCG, Rey Evasco,
rey.evasco@gmail.com, +63 (917)
814-7826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati City
1287, Philippines. Baguio City: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Davao City: UCG,
Edmond Macaraeg, ed_macaraeg@
ucg.org, +63-82-241-0150, PO Box
81840, DCCPO 8000 Davao City,
Philippines. Silay City: Continuing
Church of God, Oscar Mediavilla,
hansmediavilla@rocketmail.com.

Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG,
Chuck Smith, stluciafot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991.

South Africa—Hermanus: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org. Margate: UCG, Roy
Demont, roydemont@gmail.com. Port
Shepstone: LCG, https://fot2014.
lcg.org/festivals/port-shepstone-south-
africa. Still Bay: LCG https://fot2014.
lcg.org/festivals/still-bay-south-africa.
Uvongo: CGWA, feast.cogwa.org.

Spain—Majorca: WCG/GCI, Pedro Rufián
Mesa, iduespana@yahoo.es.

Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
(507) 377-8151. Negombo: CGWA,
feast.cogwa.org.

Tanzania—Lake Victoria, near Bunda:
Continuing Church of God, George Lemi,
lemigeorge@yahoo.com.

Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy Institute,
mail@legacyinstitute.org.

Tobago—Lowlands: LCG,
https://fot2014.lcg.org/festivals/
lowlands-tobago.

Togo—Kpalime: CGWA, feast.cogwa.org.
Trinidad and Tobago—Crown Point:

UCG, Chuck Smith, tobagofot@gmail.
com, (754) 227-7991. Trinidad: Church
of God Ministries International,
thecogmi.org/fot.htm.

Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG,
Mike Mukarati, mikemuk@zol.co.zw.

T hese are the Feast of Tabernacles
sites for 2014 THE JOURNAL was
aware of at press time. Informa-

tion for the listing comes from Web sites
and information sent directly to THE JOUR-
NAL by Feast organizers and other Journal
readers. THE JOURNAL especially acknowl-
edges the information available at 7th Day
Sabbath Churches of God (7th-day.info).

Unless otherwise stated, each listing
shown here represents an observance be-
ginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 8, 2014,
and continuing through Thursday, Oct. 16,

2014 (referred to as the Last Great Day,
Great Last Day or Eighth Day in the vari-
ous Churches of God).

This listing abbreviates Church of God In-
ternational (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Interconti-
nental Church of God (ICG), Tyler; Living
Church of God (LCG), Charlotte, N.C.; Contin-
uing Church of God (CCG), Arroyo Grande,
Calif.; United Church of God an International
Association (UCG), Milford, Ohio; Church of
God Ministries International (CGMI); Church
of God a Worldwide Association (CGWA);
and Restored Church of God (RCG). Note

that some phone numbers refer to a church’s
headquarters in the United States rather
than a local Feast contact.

Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open atten-
dance policy; that is, visitors are welcome.
However, it is THE JOURNAL’s understanding
that some Church of God organizations al-
low Feastgoers to attend with them only by
special permission. Therefore, if you wish to
attend one of those churches’ Feast sites,
THE JOURNAL recommends you first contact
the sponsoring church or its representative.



Issue No. 165 (Aug. 31, 2014) THE JOURNAL 5

as you know. We will remember Carl
tomorrow” at a memorial service in
the building where Mr. Mouland was
speaking.

The story of Ralph Teele
Mr. Mouland can grow disappoint-

ed, even frustrated, with the Supreme
Being.

In that context he told the story of
his best friend, Ralph Teele of Cot-
tonwood, Ariz.

Mr. Teele, 74, resides in a nursing
home and has experienced profound
memory loss, Mr. Mouland said.

“Ralph Teele was an elder in
Worldwide and United and my best
friend, and for the last several years
he has had dementia.”

He sits in a nursing home “unaware
of what’s going on, who’s there, un-
able to communicate.

“I’ve asked God: Please, kill Ralph.
Take him out of this. What is he learn-
ing from this?

“What is it you want me to learn
from this, God? I’m sorry if I’m so
thick-headed that I can’t learn it, that
you have to have him continue to suf-
fer that way. So what’s going on?”

Mr. Mouland said he’s not smart
enough and not converted enough to
answer his own question.

“I don’t know who has to learn
what lessons . . . But I think about my
friend Ralph every day. I’m at the
point that if I didn’t think I’d go to jail
for it I’d go take his life—as a bless-
ing, as a gift to my friend. That’s how
bad it gets.

“And I can’t imagine his wife
[Sheila] there. She’s had a tough time
with [her husband’s incapacitation]
and affording all of that.

“These are the realities of life.
Death is out there, and sometimes, as
in the example of my friend, things
even worse than death are out there.”

A misleading paradigm
One reason debilitating illness and

death are so distressing to Church of
God members, explained Mr. Mou-
land, is a “paradigm” that is a hold-
over from the old Worldwide Church
of God.

“The paradigm,” he said, “was that
you and I were not supposed to die.
Right? We weren’t supposed to die.
The end was coming in our lives.”

Church of God members, many of
them, would be changed without hav-
ing to experience death, in the twin-
kling of an eye, at the first resurrection
(some said on Sept. 18, 1975), when
they arose to meet Jesus in the air. 

Because of the we-won’t-die para-

digm, Mr. Mouland said, church mem-
bers neglected some weighty matters.

“I know people who didn’t take
care of their health,
didn’t expand on their
education, didn’t do this,
didn’t do that, because
the end’s going to come
any day.

“They didn’t have a
retirement plan, didn’t
have insurance, didn’t
really think about the
future, because we’re
not going to die.”

The spiritual side
That’s the physical

effects of the paradigm,
he said.

“But sometimes I real-
ly want to understand the
spiritual side of that.”

How has the inbred assumption
that Church of God members aren’t
supposed to die because the Second
Coming is near affected Mr. Mouland
and his relationship with God?

Here’s how:
“I end up getting angry at Him

because life goes on” and “because
He doesn’t answer all of our prayers
for whatever reasons.”

Mr. Mouland even sometimes
wonders “if I’m wasting my time
praying for other people.”

Perfection vs. perfecting
Mr. Mouland has his

anger and frustrations to
deal with. How does he
come to grips with
them? What’s his con-
clusion of the matter?
Does he find, if not
peace, some kind of res-
olution?

“Well, now, I look at us and I real-
ize we’re not perfect,” he said.
“When Carl passed away he wasn’t
perfect.

“But he was perfected. You follow
the difference there? God declared
Carl perfect.

“It’s the same with these other peo-
ple including my friend who’s still
suffering. He’s being perfected.”

Maybe in the last few moments of
physical life “we really reflect on the
fact that we’re not perfect and never

can be,” he said.
“But thanks be to God for the sac-

rifice of Jesus Christ. Thanks be to
God for that blood, that willingness to
spill blood, His opening up that
opportunity to us.”

God does whatever He wants
Mr. Mouland then quoted from

Isaiah 46.
“Remember the former things of

old, for I am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none like
Me, declaring the end from the begin-
ning, and from ancient times things
that are not yet done, saying, ‘My

counsel shall stand, and I will do all
My pleasure.’ ”

Here’s Mr. Mouland’s commentary
on Isaiah 46:

“This is the amazing Being that
you and I have the opportunity to
worship. That is the Being who wants
us to live this life, not to become per-
fect on our own energy, but rather to
be perfected because we learn faith

and trust in that Being, and that does
take faith.”

The anticipation of death can terri-
fy, Mr. Mouland said.

“I’m scared where I would be in
Carl’s or Ray’s [Ray Wooten’s] situa-
tion,” he said. “I’d rather go like
Grandpa Mischnick or Ray Kurr or
Thalia, relatively quick. But I can’t
fear it. I have to trust this great God.”

So when he asks God, “Why didn’t
You heal Carl, and why won’t You
heal Ralph?” he concludes that “try-
ing to figure these things out” is ulti-
mately a waste of time.

How bleak are things really?
Even though Mr. Mouland can’t

figure things out, he has faith that
God, in His mind, has everything fig-
ured out. Therefore things can’t be as
bleak from a God perspective as they
can seem from a human perspective.

Thanks to the assurances in Scrip-
ture, and “thanks to the holy days,”
Mr. Mouland said, “we know what’s
going to happen . . .

“That is worth celebrating. That is
worth the faith and the trust and the
joy that Carl took with him and others
take with them right to their last
moments.

“Death is not the final frontier.”

Death is a step
He concluded: “I am thrilled that I

am learning and being perfected by
that great Being who sees the end

from the beginning, even though I’m
just a vapor, even though I’m nothing
to Him.

“He’s there. He’s watching, and
He’s going to make sure that you and
I are in that Kingdom . . .

“I’m just telling you that death is
just a step” to teach “trust in the great
God who you and I worship. We
should celebrate that fact.”

Things can’t be as bleak from a
God perspective as they can seem

from a human perspective.

Serious illness and death are so distressing because of a paradigm

does not change, His warnings to us
remain the same as His warnings to
ancient Israel.

If you break my commandments, I
will do this to you. I will appoint ter-
ror over you” (Leviticus 26:16).

This is why the Sept. 11, 2001,
World Trade Center terrorist attack
was allowed to happen.

Recurring fulfillment
This prophecy has had recurring

fulfillment throughout history as the
beginning of the first of a series of
three steps that will be used by a lov-
ing God to have His chosen nations
realize they are drifting away from
keeping His laws and so as not to suf-
fer further national consequences.

The same scriptures tell us that per-
haps because of miseducation those
in leadership will refuse to receive
any warning or advice, telling them
how to ensure our nations’ continued
happiness, prosperity and protection.

We must return to obeying God’s
laws based on the Commandments.

Corrective punishment
The next corrective punishment is

laid out in the hope that we will return
to living by God’s laws.

“I will make your sky brass with
drought and famine”  (Leviticus 26:19).

This is happening in the United
States, Britain, Canada and Australia.

Roaring Twenties
After the Roaring Twenties the

U.S. Midwest suffered a serious

drought, the Dust Bowl, accompanied
by the Wall Street collapse.

Pearl harbor was hit with a sneak
attack that caused fears of an immi-
nent West Coast invasion.

This began American involvement
in World War II, during which the
British and American peoples did call
on God to deliver them from defeat.

Recognize God
God heard that appeal and gave us

victory, but not until we had paid a
tremendous price in British and
American lives. Many in Western and
Northwestern Europe did go into cap-
tivity to Germany at that time.

Now we must be warned that after

mounting drought has taken a huge
toll in human life here in the United
States as well as in the British nations,
we are to suffer military defeat and
national captivity.

See Leviticus 26:31: “I will lay
your cities waste . . . I will devastate
the land . . . And you, I will scatter
among the nations!” 

These three corrective punish-
ments are underway in our nations.

We had the initial 9/11 attack. We
are in the worsening stages of a mas-

sive drought. If we do not begin to re-
write our nations’ laws to again com-
ply with Judeo-Christian ethics and as
nations begin to publicly recognize
God’s authority over us, we will soon
be defeated in the final fulfillment of
these three prophecies in America’s
and Britain’s future.

Duality in prophecy
During the Second World War one

home in seven in Britain was dam-
aged by German bombing. Germany
had built the so-called “America
bomber,” which on trial runs had
flown across the Atlantic within 20
miles of New York.

Had the war not ended when it

ended, a fleet of these would have
been completed, and the city of New
York would have suffered the same
fate as London and other cities in the
British Isles.

But after only 70 years history is
beginning to repeat itself one last time.

Duality in prophecy warns that be-
cause of this present generation’s
growing failure to even recognize the
existence of God, our cities in the
United States and Britain will be de-
stroyed in a war that will have the

force of World War II bombing inten-
sified by seven times against us.

This could only mean by nuclear or
other modern weapons attacking as
history is repeated against us, but
with increasing intensity.

But this time God will not give our
nations the victory because of our
stubborn refusal to recognize His
existence and authority over us.

We are warned that a massive
drought will precede this, not only in
America but in Britain, Canada,
Australia and New Zealand.

The British may see the present
drought in England become critical,
with a great shortage of drinking
water. Because Britain’s water supply

has always been assured, there is in-
sufficient reservoir capacity, although
two reservoirs were recently built.

Visit to England
My wife and I visited family in En-

gland and took the traditional Sunday
drive, visiting the point where Ox-
ford, Wilts and Gloucester shires
meet, and were impressed with the
beauty and quality of the rich farm-
lands in that region.

The British have been given so

much by God, yet there is little recog-
nition of Him, with only one in 100
ever attending a British church service.

But these churches were filled to
capacity during World War II.

We need to acknowledge God
If we do not acknowledge our law-

breaking, God will use Germany at
the head of a 10-nation military force
to begin a final world war against us.

God has used Assyria, which be-
came known as Germany (men of
war), to punish our nations through-
out history (Isaiah 10:5-6).

We in the United States, Britain,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand
have been given two thirds of this
world’s wealth.

In the United States 40 percent of
this is enjoyed by only 7 percent of
the world’s population. Much is ex-
pected of America as the leading ex-
ample of God’s people.

But, as we near the close of this
age and the beginning of a 1,000-year
period of world peace, our nation’s
morality has influenced the world in a
downward spiral, changing our life-
styles and our laws in direct contra-
vention of God’s laws.

Good news
For the good news of coming world

peace and incredible worldwide pros-
perity that will follow this presently
unfolding tragedy, see the many arti-
cles and posts to be found at us-
britishfuture.com.

Or write US-British Future, P.O. Box
4788, Oceanside, Calif. 92052, U.S.A.

If we do not acknowledge God, we will be everlastingly sorry

If we do not rewrite our nations’ laws to again comply with
Judeo-Christian ethics, we will be defeated in the final fulfillment

of these three prophecies in America’s and Britain’s future.

Ralph Teele Carl Akins
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The writer, formerly a practicing
attorney, is an itinerant Church of
God speaker and contributing writer
for Shepherd’s Voice magazine.

By Edward Malone

SAN AUGUSTINE, Texas—The
issue of sexual harassment prob-
ably peaked as a topic of debate

about 20 years ago.
In 1991, as Justice Clarence Thom-

as was about to be confirmed as a
United States Supreme Court justice,
a former employee of his, Anita Hill,
came forward and claimed Mr.
Thomas had sex-
ually harassed
her during the
1980s.

Although Mr.
Thomas was con-
firmed, the fem-
inist movement
galvanized poli-
tically, leading
to the “year of
the woman” in
which Barbara
Boxer, Dianne Feinstein and Carol
Moseley-Braun were elected to the
U.S. Senate and dozens of other wom-
en were also elected to public office.

President George Bush, who had
nominated Justice Thomas and even
said he hoped some of these women
would lose, was himself defeated.

And Oregon senator Bob Pack-
wood, who had been accused of sexu-
al abuse and assault against former
staffers and lobbyists, was forced to
resign in 1995.

Less concern
Back in 1992 a whopping 88 per-

cent of respondents stated they be-
lieved sexual harassment was a serious
problem in the American workforce.
But today that number has decreased
to 64 percent.

Although the sexual-harassment
issue is not as prominently discussed
as it was two decades ago, accusations
of sexual harassment against a U.S.
presidential hopeful in this past elec-
tion brought the issue back into the
forefront of national discourse.

Those who think this problem does
not affect churches have another think
coming.

A new study conducted by Nation-
alChristianPoll.com and published in
Christianity Today reveals that more
than a quarter of self-described “active
Christian women” claim they have ex-
perienced sexually inappropriate be-
havior, and one fourth of those who
experienced it said the misconduct
happened in a church setting.

Just last year Hammond, Ind., mega-
church pastor Jack Schaap was sen-
tenced to 12 years in prison for sex
crimes involving a 17-year-old female
church member he had been counseling.

The pastor had arranged for the girl
to be transported across state lines for
sexual liaisons.

He had attempted to cover up his
crime, firing a church staff member
who wanted to go public with the alle-
gations of sexual misconduct.

Three months ago Mr. Schaap,
through his attorney, unsuccessfully
requested a judge to reconsider his 12-
year sentence “due to the aggressive-
ness of the [girl] who inhibited im-
pulse control.”

Harassment in counseling
Another woman claims the Rev.

Schaap sexually harassed her after he
conducted marriage counselling ses-
sions between her and her husband.

Also last year, a pastor in Toronto,
Ont., Canada, was charged with sexu-
ally assaulting four female parish-
ioners, two of whom were minors.

Earlier this year a female minister at
an African Methodist Episcopal
church in St. Louis, Mo., filed a sexu-
al-harassment lawsuit against her pas-
tor, alleging that he on more than one
occasion made sexually explicit
remarks to her, forced her to view a
photo of his genitalia, grabbed her
while attempting to kiss her and
reached under her skirt.

Not only did the woman sue the
pastor personally, but she sued the

local church as well as the AME de-
nomination.

Most recently, in March 2014, a pas-
tor in Sumter, S.C., was charged with
having sexual relations with a teenage
girl during “private prayer sessions.”

Please note that sexual harassment
is not limited to man on woman. A
woman can harass a man. A man can
harass a man. A woman can harass a
woman.

Children can be victims too
And—as we are tragically aware—

an adult can victimize a child.
Three years ago Bishop Eddie

Long, the pastor of a 25,000-member
megachurch in Atlanta, Ga.., was sued
by three underage male members of
his congregation who claimed Bishop
Long used his prominent position as
pastor to coerce them into sexual rela-
tionships with him.

Mr. Long denied these allegations,
but he settled each lawsuit out of court,
paying each accuser an undisclosed
sum of money.

What is sexual harassment?
The legal definition of sexual harass-

ment in the United States in the context
of a job setting is “unwelcome sexual
advances, requests for sexual favors
and other verbal or physical conduct of
a sexual nature” that “explicitly or im-
plicitly affects an individual’s employ-
ment, unreasonably interferes with an
individual’s work performance, or cre-
ates an intimidating, hostile, or offen-
sive work environment.”

Sexual harassment comes in two

forms. The first, called quid pro quo
(Latin for “this for that”), involves
attempting to procure dating, a sexual
relationship or other sexual favors by
promising favorable treatment or
threatening adverse treatment.

For example, promising a promotion
or pay raise in exchange for a date is a
quid pro quo form of sexual harassment.

The second form is called “hostile
environment” harassment. It involves
conduct that creates an intimidating,
hostile or offensive environment.

Quid pro quo sexual harassment is
relatively easy to recognize. Either the
boss did or did not solicit sexual favors
from an employee using threat of pun-
ishment. Either the boss did or did not
promise a benefit to an employee in
exchange for sexual favors.

Determining a hostile environment
can be much more difficult. Not only

must the fact finders determine if the
alleged conduct took place, but they
must determine if the conduct is suffi-
ciently severe and pervasive that a rea-
sonable person would find the envi-
ronment to be hostile and abusive.

In making this determination, the
frequency of the conduct and the
degree of interference with the victim’s
work performance will be considered.

A continual course of offensive
conduct is usually deemed sufficient to
create a hostile environment. But a
single offensive utterance may not.

One single aggressive or outra-
geous act, however, may be enough to
constitute sexual harassment.

The individual perpetrator of work-
place sexual harassment is, of course,
personally liable for his or her own
actions.

But in the world where litigants go
after deep pockets, the employing in-
stitution may also be held liable if the
misconduct is committed within the
scope of employment or if the institu-
tion knew or should have known of the
individual’s misconduct.

If an employer puts a stop to hostile
environment harassment after it learns
of it, the employer may escape liabili-
ty because it took corrective action as
soon as it learned of the problem.

With the exception of a few differing
courts, the institution in quid pro quo
cases is strictly liable for the conduct of
its employees regardless of knowledge
or subsequent remedial measures.

When it comes to sexual harass-
ment in a church, the deep-pockets
party who gets sued may be the con-

gregation, a regional synod or diocese
or even the whole denomination.

Accountable to the Judge on High
Because it usually does not take

place in an employment setting and be-
cause it often takes place between and
among lay members, sexual harass-
ment in the church does not normally
subject the church or its individual
harassing members to civil liability.

Moreover, those who harass church
members are accountable to a Judge
on High who is able to punish a sexu-
al predator worse than any no-non-
sense district judge could ever do.

Being sexually preyed upon in
church can have the devastating affect
of shattering one’s confidence in pas-
tors, in the church as an institution,
and maybe even in God.

Concerning this, Jesus said that it

would be better for anyone who caus-
es one of these “little ones” to stumble
to have a great millstone fastened
round his neck and to be drowned in
the depths of the sea (see Matthew 18).

Sexual harassment in the Bible
Perhaps the first instance of sexual

harassment in the Bible is recorded in
the Genesis 39.

A strikingly handsome young man
named Joseph was sold into slavery by
his brothers and brought to Egypt,
where he worked for a government of-
ficial named Potiphar.

Joseph excelled in all that he did for
his slave master because the Lord was
with him. Potiphar even promoted Jo-
seph, putting the young man in charge
of everything Potiphar owned.

But Potiphar’s wife had her eye on
Joseph. One day she propositioned
him to sleep with her.

But Joseph refused and said to her,
“Behold, my master knows not what
he has in the house with me, but has
committed all that he has to my hand.
He himself is not greater in the house
than I, and has kept nothing from me,
but only you because you are his wife.
How then can I do this great wicked-
ness, to sin against God?”

Potiphar’s wife pestered Joseph day
after day, but he stood his ground,
refusing to hop into bed with her.

But one day she grabbed him by his
coat and demanded, “Sleep with me!”

Trumped-up charges
Joseph ran away so abruptly that he

left his coat in her hand.

When Potiphar’s wife realized he
had left his coat, she trumped up
charges against Joseph, claiming he
had attempted to rape her and had left
his coat with her in his attempt to flee
when she cried out.

Potiphar believed his wife and had
Joseph put in prison.

Joseph found himself in a moral
dilemma. He literally had to choose
between masters.

Joseph correctly stated that Potiphar
had put everything he owned in Joseph’s
charge except Potiphar’s own wife. To
lie with the lady of the house would be
to betray a trust, and there would be seri-
ous consequences for Joseph if Potiphar
learned of such betrayal.

But Potiphar’s wife also had the pow-
er to do ill toward Joseph. Joseph, no
doubt, knew this fact, which put pres-
sure on him to please his master’s wife.

If we use our imaginations, Joseph
probably had other excuses to sleep
with Potiphar’s wife.

She was probably physically attrac-
tive. She was probably an older wom-
an who could have taught things to a
young man barely out of his teens. She
could have been politically and social-
ly connected.

Joseph’s moral dilemma
Humanly speaking, an affair with

Potiphar’s wife could have benefited
Joseph in more than one way.

Further, Joseph had not put himself
in this position. He would have been at
home in the land of Canaan with his
father if it were not for his brothers
kidnapping him, selling him into slav-
ery in this faraway land.

While Joseph had been promoted to
trustee over Potiphar’s estate, the fact
remained that Joseph was a piece of
chattel, literally owned and exploited
by another man. Who could blame
him if he lashed out and entered the
bedroom of his master’s wife?

But Joseph appealed to a loyalty
higher than any other loyalty. That was
his loyalty to Yahweh, the God of Israel.

He told Potiphar’s wife he could not
do this “great wickedness” and “sin
against God.”

Joseph’s moral dilemma shows the
ugliness of sexual harassment. It puts
the harassed person in a position to
choose between acquiescing to the
predator or betraying the trust of the
company the harassed person worked
for, a spouse, a boyfriend or girlfriend
and, most important, God Almighty.

No matter what the setting, sexual
harassment is wrong in that it puts the
other person in a precarious situation.

Sexual harassment within
the Church of God

Before the reader dismisses all this
as something that happens only in
mainstream churches, note that Sab-
bath-keeping Churches of God are not
immune to the problem of sexual
harassment.

Young ladies within Church of God
congregations have been victimized
by men who have too aggressively
pursued relationships with them.

This behavior may be caused by tra-
ditional prohibitions within the Church-
es of God against dating and marrying
outside the Sabbath-keeping tradition,
resulting in aging men growing desper-
ate for potential spouses within a limit-
ed pool of Sabbath-keeping women.

Even elders and pastors have been
accused over the years of sexual impro-
priety. The religious watchdog maga-
zine Ambassador Watch claims that
within one large Worldwide Church of
God congregation a man wishing to be-
come a deacon or elder could often be
ordained in exchange for allowing the
pastor to sleep with his wife.

Do not overreach
John Shavers, pastor of the Church

of God New Mexico, courageously
took on the subject of sexual harass-
ment in a Dec. 11, 2010, sermon titled
“Law Teacher, Law Breaker.”

Therein Mr. Shavers explained that
Paul’s admonition in 1 Thessalonians
4:6 not to “go beyond and defraud”
one’s brother was a warning against
“overreaching”; that is, being sexually
overbearing toward another person.

“In sexual matters, in social mat-
ters, with men and women, do not
overreach your sister or brother,”
warned Mr. Shavers.

“Kissing, embracing too long.
Holding too long. You’re overreach-
ing. And you’re causing that person to
become uncomfortable. Don’t do that.
God will avenge that. That’s serious.”

Denials to the contrary, Mr. Shavers
said that he is personally aware that
overreaching goes on within the
Churches of God.

“The Church of God needs to under-
stand these things,” explained Shavers.
“We need to teach them because we
have this going on in congregations.”

Mr. Shavers lamented the lack of
attention paid to the subject of sexual
harassment in the Church of God.

“You don’t hear these subjects

But in the world where litigants go after deep pockets, the
employing institution may also be held liable.

The telecommunications revo-
lution, consisting of Internet
and other digital communica-

tion through computers, telephones
and tablets, has provided humankind
with faster and more easily attainable
information, a more-efficient means
of communication
and a plethora of
other benefits and
advantages.

But the explo-
sion of the Internet
use over the last 20
years has served as
a new medium for sexual harass-
ment.

According to a University of
North Carolina report, Internet sexu-
al harassment can, among other
places, occur in chat rooms, on fo-
rums and message boards and
social-networking sites, in instant
messaging and E-mail and via ava-
tars, flame wars, advertising and re-
directed or automatic linking, spam

and pop-ups.
In addition to exercising the prin-

ciples laid out in the main article be-
ginning on this page, there are a few
additional tips to avoiding electronic
sexual harassment to be aware of.

Church members, especially some-

one who holds a position, should be
mindful of the time of day they trans-
mit electronic messages.

Unless there is an understanding
between the parties involved, late-
night communication among church
members of the opposite sex is not
proper.

Instant messages and text mes-
sages may be less intrusive than tele-
phone calls, but a recipient’s tele-

phone, tablet or personal computer
may still play an alert sound every
time a new message comes in. Send-
ing such messages to persons of the
opposite sex at night may convey the
wrong idea.

Preachers, teachers and other church
leaders may do well
to carbon-copy a per-
son or two to serve
as a witness to on-
line or other digital
communication.

They also should
consider using a

church E-mail address rather than per-
sonal E-mail address to send E-mails.

Photographs should be posted
publicly or to group recipients rather
than sent one on one, and the persons
photographed should not be dressed
suggestively.

Church members should also
avoid sending dirty jokes, poems or
other writings to each other.

—Edward Malone

Avoid electronic sexual harassment

Preachers and other church leaders may do
well to carbon-copy a person or two to serve

as a witness to online communication.

Edward Malone

See SEXUAL HARASSMENT, page 7

Essay Create a sexual-harassment-free environment for your church
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Avoid harassing, and learn how to protect from false accusations

selves the one true emergency
room. It was almost as if they had
the same background and heritage.

Jane started having severe prob-
lems as they headed toward a new
emergency facility.

As they arrived, Jane was in
need of cardiopulmonary resusci-
tation (CPR).

Closed door
As Joe approached the

door, he was stopped by
a friendly doorkeeper.

“Excuse me,” said
the doorkeeper, “but
this is a private emer-
gency room. May I
help you?”

“Yes,” replied Joe. “My wife
has been having heart problems,
and I saw your advertisements—”

Before Joe could explain the
extent of Jane’s problems, the
doorkeeper interrupted.

“We have a closed-door policy
at our emergency room,” he said.

“You see, we can’t let just any-
one in.”

Joe quickly interjected, “But
my wife needs immediate care for
her heart.”

“We have a booklet about heart
troubles,” answered the doorkeep-
er. “We would be happy to send
one to you if you give us your ad-
dress.”

“I am interested in CPR,” blurt-
ed out Joe.

“You are in luck,” mentioned
the doorkeeper. “We have a book-
let about CPR, and it is one of our
most popular.”

“I am interested in CPR now,”
snapped Joe. “Will you help me?”

“As I told you, this is a private
emergency room,” said the door-
keeper.

“But, since you are so enthusi-
astic about visiting here, you
might need only one interview
before we invite you in. We will
get to you this week and hopefully
you will be invited soon.”

Joe turned to leave, seeking to
find someone to give his wife the
help she desperately needed.

“I hope your wife begins to feel
better,” said the doorkeeper as Joe
scurried away.

God heals
Rest easy because this parable

has a happy ending.
The Great Physician in heav-

en looked down and saw the
problems Joe and Jane were hav-
ing trying to find help from any

of the one true emer-
gency rooms. So He
healed her.

Joe and Jane did not
hold grudges against the
people at the one true
emergency rooms. They
realized that the door-

keepers were only following tradi-
tions of men as they had been
taught.

Besides, Mr. and Mrs. Saint were
thrilled to develop a personal rela-
tionship with the Great Physician
in heaven.

Moral of the story
Here is a moral to the parable:

When the saints are disappointed
by the various one true emergency
rooms, they learn how effectively
God heals broken hearts.

The Great Physician sees the one true ERs
Continued from page 3

these atrocities in a 1942 letter but that
the incidents nevertheless continued.

That lawmaker was Endre Baychi
Zhilinsky, and the letter in question was
published for the first time in English in
Genocide Revealed.

The letter, along with Mr. Veljic’s ac-
companying research, serves as a clear
complement to the contents of the UN
archive, and the author plans to offer his
findings to the UN for inclusion therein.

Opportune release
The archive’s release comes at an op-

portune time, and not just because of a
controversial new Hungarian World War
II monument that memori-
alizes Horthy.

In April, Hungary’s far-
right Jobbik party, which
according to the U.K.’s In-
dependent “has argued that
Jews are a ‘national securi-
ty risk,’ ” received nearly 21
percent of the vote in a national election.

In addition, the uproar around Hunga-
rian research director Sándor Szakály’s
recent remarks—in which he termed
Hungarian contributions to the Holocaust
“police action against aliens”—has grown
more intense after Mr. Szakály reiterated

his rhetoric in an interview with The Buda-
pest Beacon: “In my opinion, no one really
knew what fate deportees would face.
Horthy and the Hungarian political elite . . .
were only informed about what we today
call the Holocaust in the summer of 1944.

“Upon hearing about it, Horthy made
steps to stop the deportations, thus saving
the Jews of Budapest.”

Version of events contradicted
Mr. Szakály’s version of events is

forcefully contradicted in both the UN
archive and Genocide Revealed. Mr.
Veljic welcomes the release of the UN
archive to the general public because, he
says, its large reach and scope can help

combat the spread of misinformation and
the forces of anti-Semitism.

“The more light we can shine on the
darkness perpetrated by all Holocaust
perpetrators—including Horthy—the bet-
ter able we’ll be to avoid such atrocities
in the future,” Mr. Veljic said.

COG member’s book makes waves
Continued from page 1

Mr. Veljic welcomes the release of
the UN archive to the general public

to help combat misinformation.

‘We have a closed-door policy at
our emergency room. You see, we

can’t let just anyone in.’

taught in the Church of God, but it
goes on,” he bewailed. “People say
well, oh, well . . . we only have a few
people, and the brethren are trying.’
But things are slipping through the
cracks. And it’s hurting people. And
God Almighty is not happy with it. He
said, ‘I’ll avenge that.’ ”

What’s the solution?
How do we avoid sexual harass-

ment? How do we protect ourselves
against accusations?

Besides the story of Joseph and
Potiphar’s wife, the Word of God has
something in it pertinent to this subject.

There are four things all of us can
do to make our lives easier.

Judge according to merit
Judge righteous judgment. Jesus

told us in John 4:24 we are not to judge
“according to the appearance,” but we
are to “judge righteous judgment.” 

When we are in a position of
authority, it is not fair to reward some-
one based upon his or her physical
appearance.

If 12 members of a department at
work are bidding for a lucrative job
position, each member has a right to
be judged according to his merits.

If we awarded the positions to per-
sons based upon their physical ap-
pearance—or, even worse, upon their
willingness to give us sexual favors—
then we would be unfairly denying
others a fair opportunity. This would
not be judging righteous judgment.

This attitude is just as evil as that of
sexual predator.

Think on virtuous things
In addition to judging righteous

judgment, it is important to keep our
minds thinking virtuous thoughts.

In other words, we should not have
a dirty mind. Paul exhorts us to do this
in Philippians:

“Finally, brethren, whatsoever things
are true, whatsoever things are honest,
whatsoever things are just, whatsoever
things are pure, whatsoever things are
lovely, whatsoever things are of good
report; if there be any virtue, and if
there be any praise, think on these
things”  (Philippians 4:8).

Paul’s colaborer, Peter, gives a sim-
ilar admonition, warning us to be obe-
dient and holy children, not conform-
ing to the passions of our former
lifestyle (1 Peter 1:15).

As followers of Christ, our manner
of life, conduct, behavior and deport-
ment should be holy, set apart, just like

that of Jesus Christ. If we keep our
minds on the Lord, He will keep us in
perfect peace.

Think about the other person
In addition to being a fair person

and thinking on virtuous things, we are
also less likely to sexually harass an-
other person if we think about the
other person. The apostle Paul en-
courages Christians to be humble and
to not look to our own interests but the
interest of others (Philippians 2:3-4).

This goes for harassment and of-
fense of any kind, including gender,
ethnicity and religion. A joke we might
find funny might not be funny to a per-
son of another culture or ethnicity or
even another Christian denomination.

And it would not suffice to merely
say, “I didn’t mean any harm; that’s
just his problem if he is offended.”

There are cases where our heart is
pure, no offense is intended, yet anoth-
er person takes umbrage with what we
might say or do. This is where Chris-
tian humility comes to the rescue.

In such a situation, we are best
served to acknowledge the other per-
son’s offense and refrain if at all possi-
ble from saying or doing what offend-
ed the other person.

It is our duty in such a case to try to
understand the other person’s perspec-
tive to avoid future offensive encoun-
ters or occurrences. (See Proverbs
15:1, 18; James 4:6).

Investigate complaints of harassment
If a congregation learns of an ac-

cusation of sexual harassment against
any of its members or has reasonable
suspicions that a member is harassing

another member, it would do well to
take such accusation seriously and
carefully investigate the matter.

It is foolish to summarily dismiss a
sexual-harassment complaint before
hearing the accuser, and it is equally
foolish to assume wrongdoing before
hearing the accused.

It is probably best to appoint a panel
of at least three persons to investigate
complaints of sexual harassment. The
committee should be comprised of a
cross section of church members, and

it should have some nonpreachers on
it, especially if the complaint is against
a preacher.

In certain extraordinary circum-
stances, it might be appropriate to ask
a trusted Christian belonging to an-
other congregation to assist in the in-
vestigation. “Without counsel plans go
wrong, but with many advisers they
succeed” (Proverbs 15:22).

In choosing whom to investi-
gate complaints of sexual harass-
ment, a congregation must be
careful to appoint committee
members who are capable of
keeping matters confidential until
the investigation is complete.
Proverbs 11:13 states that “a gos-
sip betrays a confidence, but a
trustworthy man keeps a secret.”

Accusations, not
exonerations, remembered

A complaint put on full blast
before all of the facts are deter-
mined can result in irreparable
damage to a party in the mat-
ter, even if he or she is later
vindicated.

University of Texas–San An-
tonio professor Ronald Ayers said,
“People tend to remember the accusa-
tions and put all the weight on the
accusations, not the exonerations.”

Ronald Donovan, a Reagan-admin-
istration official caught up in a labor
scandal in the 1980s, suffered years of
negative media treatment only to
eventually be exonerated.

Investigations should be prompt
When asked how he felt, Mr. Dono-

van expressed relief at being cleared

but blankly asked reporters, “Now,
how do I get my good name back?”

A congregation does not want a
party in a sexual-harassment matter
asking the same question.

Investigations should be conducted
promptly. The longer a matter lingers,
the greater the tensions might build up
within a victim or even a person false-
ly accused. And as times goes by, evi-
dence gets stale and memories fade. A
pending sexual harassment matter
which lingers without being resolved

only undermines the integrity of the
investigation and erodes public confi-
dence in the congregation altogether.

All claims of harassment should be
taken seriously and investigated.

The Personnel Policy Service, Inc.
advises that addressing every com-
plaint prevents small misunderstand-
ings from turning into larger conflicts
and sends the message that an institu-

tion takes sexual harassment seriously
and is committed to promoting a ami-
cable environment.

Naturally, there may be some situa-
tions that require more investigation
than others. There may be some mat-
ters in which it is clear from the outset
that no reasonable fact-finder could
conclude that the complainant was
sexual harassed.

In those cases, a full investigation
may not be needed, but the matter
should at least be addressed and there

should be some resolution that is deliv-
ered to and understood by all parties.

Use wisdom
A final way to avoid sexual ha-

rassment—and perhaps even accusa-
tions—is to use wisdom.

Our Lord Jesus tells us to be wise as
serpents and harmless as doves. His
servant Paul instructs us to flee sexual
immorality.

Therefore, church members should
avoid situations creating the potential

for sexual misconduct or accusations
of sexual misconduct.

For those churches who can afford
to do so, they should hold counseling
sessions in a room with a glass door or
lots of windows.

If this is not possible, the counselor
should keep the door cracked or even
open during the counseling session.

Visitations for church rites and pro-
cedures such as baptisms, administra-
tion of communion, and prayers and
anointing for the sick should perhaps
be made before witnesses or accompa-
nied by a colleague.

Consider harassment policies
Churches, especially large ones,

might consider drafting sexual harass-
ment policies and perhaps even pur-
chasing an insurance policy that cov-
ers sexual misconduct.

Although non-employee church
members are generally not allowed to
sue churches for sexual harassment,
the wave of legal future often leads
toward permitting more and more
types of suits to be sustained.

Fifty years ago it was unheard of
for smokers to sue tobacco companies
or fat people to sue restaurants.

The Bible is certainly the control-
ling law in a church rather than any
guidelines that the government or any
church lawyer draws up.

God’s mercy and grace are better
than any insurance policy. Therefore,
drafting an official policy or buying
insurance is a matter of conscience.

These two ideas are simply practi-
cal suggestions for religious institu-
tions which are often forced to do
business and answer to the courts of
this world.

Worship God together
We live in a mean, cruel world, a

world in which people prey on others
sexually for their own selfish purposes
and even in which people lie about
others to ruin their reputations.

These worldly misdeeds can take
place among God’s people. A Chris-
tian congregation should be a refuge,
safe from sexual pressure and harass-
ment, and there are biblical principles
we can practice to minimize such pres-
sure and harassment.

In interacting with people, let us
judge righteously; think on virtuous
things; think about the other person;
thoroughly and carefully investigate
complaints; and be always wise so we
can avoid causing anyone to stum-
ble—so we can worship God together
in a friendly and loving atmosphere.

Continued from page 6

It would not suffice to merely say, ‘I didn’t mean
any harm; that’s just his problem if he is offended.’

SexInfoOnline Council of Sexperts at the University of California Santa Barbara
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The writer is a researcher of Bible-
related topics, author and former uni-
versity professor who attended Am-
bassador College in the late 1950s.

A Sabbatarian Christian, Mr. Rude
until his recent retirement was em-
ployed as a linguist by the Confed-
erated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian
Nation and worked with other Amer-
ican Indian tribes.

By Noel Rude

SCOTTSBURG, Ore.—Many
years ago there was this booklet
by Herbert W. Armstrong with

shocking illustrations by famed artist
Basil Wolverton. Even now it merits
its own Wikipedia entry.

That book-
le t—1975 in
Prophecy, pub-
l ished by the
Radio Church of
G o d — a l o n g
with much else
brought yours
truly to Ambas-
sador College in
Pasadena, Calif.,
in the late ’50s.

And so I rem-
inisce. If these
are not your recollections, that’s fine.
I just want to tell you mine.

We don’t set dates
I remember the booklet’s author

insisting that he was not setting dates.
Rather, he was responding to a certain
magazine article’s gushing exuber-
ance over the marvels that technology
would bring by the year 1975.

The nation was still optimistic. The
Chicken Littles had not yet raised
their alarmist chorus. William Pad-
dock had not yet published his Fam-
ine 1975! America’s Decision: Who
Will Survive?

However accurate or inaccurate
was the church’s booklet’s interpreta-
tion of biblical prophecy, it did attract
attention.

At the college I learned that Dan-
iel’s handwriting on the wall could be
dated precisely. It appeared the eve-
ning of Tishri 1, 539 B.C.

Babylon fell that very night, and,
even as Nebuchadnezzar had already
suffered his own seven-times exile with
the mind of a beast (Daniel 4:16, 23,
25, 32), so Babylon—meaning world
empire—would endure a prophetic
seven times with the mind of a beast.

Day for a year
Nebuchadnezzar’s seven times

were believed to translate into seven
years, and seven years represents
2,520 years prophetically according
to the day-for-a-year principle—
which, incidentally, also has its own
Wikipedia entry.

Before you laugh you might con-
sider that the smartest man of the mil-
lennium, Sir Isaac Newton, accepted
the principle and wrote more on Bible
prophecy than on the difficult disci-
plines he bequeathed to the world.

Incidentally, the handwriting (Dan-
iel 5:25)—“And this is the writing
that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL,
UPHARSIN”—was not in some alien
tongue. It was in the Aramaic of the
day: monetary units whose least com-
mon denominator, the gerah (Exodus
30:13; “a shekel is twenty gerahs”)
added up to 2,520.

Nebuchadnezzar’s understanding
So what could be typified by Ne-

buchadnezzar’s return to sanity? He
wrote (Daniel 4:34):

“And at the end of the days I
Nebuchadnezzar lifted up mine eyes
unto heaven, and mine understanding
returned unto me, and I blessed the
most High, and I praised and hon-
oured him that liveth for ever, whose
dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and his kingdom is from generation to
generation.”

What—2,520 years after the hand-
writing on the wall, meaning on
Tishri 1, 1982—might the day-for-a-
year sequel signify?

We thought it had to be the Second
Coming.

Seven times
Then someone noticed that if you

subtracted from the predicted date of
1982 the seven years Nebuchadnez-
zar had already suffered, that would
hasten the day to 1975, which was of
course good news to those anticipat-
ing the Coming.

There are no coincidences, say the
sages, so some of us praised the pre-
science of the booklet’s title.

Then, counting backward for the
42-month reign of the latter-day Beast
(Revelation 11:2; 13:5) brought us to
the spring holy days of 1972, and the
1,335 days of Daniel 12:12 to the first
Sunday in January of 1972.

Just what do you mean day?
That would mark the end of “the

Work,” it was speculated.
So that first Sunday, Jan. 2, 1972,

finally arrived. That evening at a
Spokesman Club meeting in Eugene,
Ore., I asked the guys if they knew
what day this was.

Day? What day? It was no particu-
lar day. What did I mean?

Nobody I knew had been predict-
ing anything for 1972 for much of the
latter half of the ’60s. But after the
turmoil that boiled over in the mid-
’70s it became popular to speak of the
date we set and the disappointment
that followed when nothing happened.

Many sophisticated folks, it seems,
gave up on prophecy altogether. Some,
however, continued to watch.

So when the fateful day in 1982 ar-
rived was there anything to report?

Astonishing Galilean peace
The Falklands War had begun

April 2, and Israel completed its with-
drawal from Sinai April 25.

Then on June 6 Ariel Sharon’s as-
tonishingly successful Operation Peace
for the Galilee—Israel’s Lebanon War
—had begun.

On Sept. 18—the prophesied Tishri
1—the Lebanese Christian Phalange
exacted revenge in the Sabra and Sha-
tila refugee camps, and, of course,
Israel was roundly condemned in all
quarters.

Also that day the Social Demo-
cratic Party lost power in West Ger-
many, which then brought Helmut
Kohl to power.

Did any of this mean anything? I
mean on the grand scale worthy of
biblical prophecy?

Soviets shaken
I remember an editorial by George

Will—wish I could quote from it—
that asked: When did glasnost and

perestroika begin?
“During Israel’s Lebanon War”

was the answer.
Here (please pardon me) are a few

lines from the Wikipedia entry (you
can go there for their sources):

“The Soviets were so shaken by
the staggering losses sustained by
their allies that they dispatched the
deputy head of their air defense force
to Syria to examine how the Israelis
had been so dominant . . .

“Former IAF commander David
Ivri would later recall a meeting with
a high ranking member of the War-
saw Pact, in which he was told that
the dominance of Israeli and U.S.
technology and tactics during the war
was one of the factors that changed
the Soviet mind-set, leading to Glas-
nost and, ultimately, the fall of the
Soviet Union.”

And well I remember. There were
Vladimir V. Posner’s frequent appear-
ances on Ted Koppel’s Nightline. He
sounded like a rational human being,

not like the robotic representatives of
the U.S.S.R. we were used to.

Enter Gorbachev
Leonid Brezhnev died Nov. 10 and

was replaced by Yuri Andropov, who
recommended that Mikhail Gorba-
chev succeed him.

Another aged leader (Konstantin
Chernenko) was to follow before Mr.
Gorbachev took center stage, he of
whom Margaret Thatcher remarked:
“I like Mr. Gorbachev. We can do
business.”

Had the mind of a beast begun to
leave the dictatorship that was the di-
rect heir of ancient Babylon? I began
to wonder.

Mostly two mistakes
Then, on Nov. 9, 1982, Pope John

Paul II delivered his “message to the
peoples of Europe” from Santiago de
Compostela in Spain. He called for
the division in Europe to end.

Seven years to the day it did. Nov.
9, 1989, the Berlin Wall came tum-
bling down. Oddly, that was also the
anniversary of the Nazis’ Kristall-
nacht in 1938.

So maybe our mistakes were most-
ly two. First, we thought the return to
sanity could be brought about only by
the Second Coming, and, second, we
subtracted seven years when we
should have added seven years.

It took seven years to deliver the
“peace dividend” we would then
squander.

A deadly wound?
The Soviet Union was, in terms of

continuity, the sixth head of the Beast
that began as Nebuchadnezzar’s
Babylon.

The Medo-Persian Empire imme-
diately followed the handwriting on
the wall, with Alexander’s empire fol-
lowing after it and Rome constituting
the fourth empire in that succession.

Rome destroyed Jerusalem and in-
augurated the present Diaspora.

Then Constantine moved his capi-
tal to Constantinople and the Beast’s
head back to the East.

The Western Empire fell Sept. 4,
476, and, though there have been many
attempts (the Holy Roman Empire,
Napoleon, Mussolini), no despotic
continuity was sustainable in the West.

In the East, however, Constantino-
ple continued its rule until its over-
throw by the Ottoman Turks in 1453.

Third Rome
Constantine’s Constantinople had

been called the New Rome, and now
with its fall some were nominating
Moscow as the Third Rome.

Russia had been Christianized

from Byzantium, its alphabet was
Greek-derived, and Ivan III had mar-
ried the Byzantine princess Zoe Pa-
laiologina and claimed the mantle of
the defunct Byzantine Empire.

Whatever our prophetic predilec-
tions, Moscow could indeed be seen as
the sixth head of an unbroken tyranny
stretching back to Nebuchadnezzar.

Moscow’s empire received a deadly
wound in 1989. Our intellectual elites
were so taken aback when their neme-
sis Ronald Reagan emerged victorious
in the Cold War that that unprecedent-
ed victory has been minimized and
virtually erased from our collective
consciousness. Those elites ran to
embrace radical Islam as the new idol.

On that I recommend David Horo-
witz’s Unholy Alliance: Radical
Islam and the American Left (Reg-
nery, 2006).

Noticeable pattern
About the mid-’80s I began to

notice a pattern. And shouldn’t we be

looking for patterns, evidence of
intelligent design, in history just as in
biology?

America had intervened in the
chaotic fray of Europe during World
War I.

The American president, Woodrow
Wilson, a fascist in his own right—

see Jonah Goldberg’s Liberal Fas-
cism: The Secret History of the Amer-
ican Left, From Mussolini to the Poli-
tics of Meaning (Doubleday, 2008)—
pressed for the Treaty of Versailles
that was signed June 28, 1919.

The signing was precisely five
years after Archduke Franz Ferdi-
nand’s assassination, which had lit the
conflagration.

The charter of the North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO) was
signed April 4, 1949, 30 years after
Versailles, in response to the Berlin
Blockade and other Soviet hostilities.

The Soviets detonated their first
A-bomb on Aug. 29 that same year.
The Cold War had begun.

10-years pattern
Then I noticed that every 10 years

from Versailles a new crescendo of
events seemed to erupt. There was the
stock-market crash of October 1929
and the start of World War II on Sept.
1, 1939, and then in 10 more years the
Cold War and a new American treaty
(NATO) on the European stage.

Then I noticed that in another 10
years—in 1959—the Monroe Doc-
trine was breached. We now had a
communist dictatorship 90 miles

from our shore.
Ten years after that began the troop

withdrawals from Vietnam. America
was winning the war on the battlefield
but losing the peace at home.

Then in another 10 years we came
to 1979, a year in which Khomeini
deposed the Shah and openly de-
clared war on the United States and
Western civilization when on Nov. 4
he took our emissaries hostage.

What might happen in ’89?
On Dec. 24 the Soviet Union in-

vaded Afghanistan. But also that year,
on June 2, Pope John Paul II returned
to his native Poland as his first official
state visit, which set the momentum
for the collapse of the Soviet Union
10 years later.

So there in the mid-’80s I won-
dered. In 1989 NATO would be 40
years old, and the Treaty of Versailles
would be 70.

That year would mark 70 years
since Woodrow Wilson entered the

European fray, which also would
come 200 years after the American
government was founded in 1789,
which also would mark 200 years
from the storming of the Bastille,
which brought the age of revolution
and the dark side of the Enlighten-
ment to that other shore.

What might 1989 bring? I didn’t
know, but I remember remarking to
friends that likely something big
would happen. And indeed it did.

Seven seals
So where are we now in prophecy?
I surely do not know with any pre-

cision, but we can be sure that we are
nearer the time of the restitution of all
things than when we first read 1975 in
Prophecy.

We stand at the final hours (days,
years, decades?) of the sixth millenni-
um, and serious conservative thinkers
predict our demise. (Mark Steyn’s lat-
est commentary is worth looking for.)

When the Cold War ended we
talked about a “peace dividend.” We
could now disarm and spend frivo-
lously, and integrity didn’t matter.

We elected a boy president. We
entered a new era of hostilities that
we ignored until 9/11, and then the
Left took off its gloves and fought
relentlessly to insure that our men
who died in Nebuchadnezzar’s an-
cient land died in vain.

Famine over the face
The seven seals of the book of

Revelation, I believe, can be seen as
the negative side of Genesis 1 (which
is entirely positive).

Thus the man on the white horse
was the serpent who tempted Eve.
Then in the 2nd millennium the man
on the red horse rode, as it says (Gen-
esis 6:11), “and the earth was filled
with violence.”

The 3rd millennium opened with
famine (Genesis 12:10), “and there
was a famine in the land,” as also the
seven-year famine that brought Israel
down into Egypt (Genesis 41:56-57):

“And the famine was over all the
face of the earth . . . And all countries
came into Egypt to Joseph for to buy
corn; because that the famine was so
sore in all lands.”

When the man on the horse of
death rode, the house of Israel was
exiled and Solomon’s temple de-
stroyed, and when the fifth seal was
opened there began the Roman Dias-
pora and martyrdom for many.

The darkening of the heavenly lu-
minaries can be equated with the
“Enlightenment” of the 6th millenni-
um, a spiritual darkness that deepens
by the day.

Templates in time
But then these prophesies are, as

the sages say, “templates in time”:
History repeats itself on many levels:
former and latter, local and universal,
physical and spiritual.

So the man on the white horse rides
again as the 20th century opens. He is
represented by Darwin and Marx and
Freud. Nietzsche died in 1900.

What was the result? World War I,
the Great War. The man on the red
horse brought war on a scale the
world had never seen.

Then the men on the next two
horses: Might we not see them in the
Great Depression, the man-made
famine in the Ukraine, the great flu
epidemic, the tens of millions liqui-
dated by Lenin and Stalin?

Shaken powers
So when the fifth seal was stripped

off, it was “even the time of Jacob’s
trouble” (Jeremiah 30:7), better
known as the Holocaust.

Then, as Alan Bloom noted in The
Closing of the American Mind (Si-
mon & Schuster, 1988), even as the
death camps were being liberated
America’s intellectuals were embrac-
ing Nietzsche and Heidegger and the
nihilistic philosophy that had helped
incite the Nazis.

The booklet’s author insisted he was not setting dates. Rather,
he was responding to a magazine article’s gushing exuberance
over the marvels that technology would bring by the year 1975.

Essay 1975 in Prophecy booklet: It even has its own Wikipedia entry

Noel Rude

Daniel the prophet

See PROPHECY USELESS, page 23
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Leon Avery requests prayers
for his sister, Jane Taylor of
Tulsa, Okla. Jane has colon
cancer. She was diagnosed
several weeks ago. Cards
of encouragement may be
sent to Jane c/o Leon Av-
ery, 4642 S. St. Louis Ave.,
Tulsa, OK 74105, U.S.A.

Obituaries
Services for Iona Jestena “Tena” Cowan, 75,
of Big Sandy, Texas, were Aug. 21, 2014, at
Croley Funeral Home in Gladewater, Texas. A
graveside service followed
at Chilton Cemetery in Big
Sandy. ¶ Tena passed away
on Aug. 16 at her home
after coping with Alzhei-
mer’s disease for several
years. ¶ She was born near
Finley, Okla., on April 13,
1939, to parents Ed and
Alice Elaine Little. Always
moving, she and her family relocated to
Northern California, where they became next-

door neighbors to her future husband’s fam-
ily. ¶ She and James “Jim” Cowan eloped on
Sept. 6, 1958, and were married later that
evening in Lake Tahoe. Jim recalls that they
arrived late at night and the justice of the
peace had to wake up two elderly neighbor
women to witness the official ceremony. ¶
Tena is survived by her husband, Jim Cowan;
her son,Troy Cowan of Big Sandy; her daugh-
ter and son-in-law, Crystal and William Gable
of Longview, Texas; granddaughter Madison
Gable of Longview; son-in-law Kerry Buck
Hammer of Gladewater; brothers Edwin
Little of Gridley, Calif., Joe Little and Cecil
Little of Clayton, Okla., Virgil Little of
Haileyville, Okla., John Little of Graham,
Wash., Sam Little of Clayton and sister
Berniece Hanks of Fernley, Nev. ¶ Tena was
preceded in death by her daughter, April
Hammer, and brothers Tracy Little, Billy James
Little and Thomas Little. ¶ Tena was a loving
stay-at-home mother to all three of her chil-
dren. She was a nature lover and an amateur
rock collector. She also liked to garden and
spend time shopping for antiques and other
collectibles. She enjoyed reading Louis

L’Amour westerns and encouraged her chil-
dren to frequent the public library. ¶ Tena
loved music and taught herself to play the
acoustic guitar. She was a lifelong Elvis fan
and passed away 37 years to the day after
the King’s passing. ¶ Online condolences
may be left at croleyfh.net.

Graveside services for Carl W. Akins, 57, of
Big Sandy, Texas, were Aug. 26, 2014, at New
Hope Cemetery in Upshur County with David
Thornton, David Havir and Jeremy Wilson
officiating. Arrangements were under the
direction of Croley Funeral
Home in Gilmer, Texas.
Carl passed away on Aug.
24, 2014. ¶ Carl was born
on Jan. 21, 1957, in
Miami, Fla., to Charles
Garvis Akins and Cathryn
Mildred “Mickie” Bierman
Akins. He married Melinda
Cook on April 12, 2003, in
Upshur County. ¶ Carl attended Ambassador
College and was a self-employed furniture
maker and a member of the Church of God
Big Sandy. ¶ He is survived by his wife,
Melinda Akins of Big Sandy; mother, Mickie
Akins; sons and daughters-in-law, Bo and
Amanda Akins of Tyler and James and  Ashley
Henkle of Big Sandy; daughters and son-in-
law Leslie and Garland Harroff of Big Sandy
and Mallary Henkle of Big Sandy; brother
Chip Akins of Point, Texas, sisters Donna
Jones, Sue Jones and Elaine Akins, all of Big
Sandy; seven grandchildren,Allison and Mor-
gan Harroff, Luke and Dante Akins and Calie,
Carson and Casie Henkle; and numerous
nieces and nephews. ¶ Carl Akins was pre-
ceded in death by his father, Charles Garvis
Akins, and brother, Buddy Akins. A memorial
celebration was held Aug. 31, 2014, at the
Church of God Big Sandy.

Graveside services for Roy A. Mundt, 86, who
died Aug. 24, 2014, in his home in Longview,
Texas, were Aug. 26 at Rosewood Park. Mitch
Kuhn officiated. Burial was at Rosewood Park
Cemetery of Longview. ¶ Roy was born Feb.
26, 1928, in Wichita Falls, Texas, to Arthur R.
and Pearlie Mae Mundt. He attended Plea-
sant Valley and Iowa Park Schools and lived
in Wichita County until
1967. ¶ After high school
Roy joined the U.S. Navy
and proudly served his
country aboard the heavy
cruiser USS Fall River in
Japan and other ports in
the Pacific in 1946. He was
part of Operation Cross-
roads and was on Bikini
Island during the atomic-bomb testing. ¶ In
1947 he was honorably discharged, receiving
a Victory medal, American Campaign medal
and one star. ¶ He lived in the Longview area
since 1967 and was retired after having
worked in commercial-building maintenance,
including heating, ventilation and air condi-
tioning, after working 16 years at Sheppard
Air Force Base in Wichita Falls, then 10 years
at Ambassador college in Big Sandy, then 10
years at First Baptist Church in Longview. ¶
Roy taught HVAC at Kilgore College and Tyler
Junior College. ¶ He was a member of the
Naval Atomic Association of Veterans. ¶ He
married Annelle Short April 30, 1949, in Iowa

Obituaries Obituaries

Connections runs classifieds

CONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obit-
uaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth An-
nouncements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Prayer requests

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

See CONNECTIONS, page 15

Jane Taylor

Connections: MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr ttttoooo MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr

Feast Site Announcement
The Great Lakes Church of God will be keeping the Feast
of Tabernacles at Sevierville, Tennessee.
Our theme will be the “Language
of God.” Join us at our Feast site
to learn more about how God
speaks to us through His word and the
creation of all around us. Call or e-mail for details. 

906-440-3414 • RRicker@glcg.net • TheBeautifulThoughtsOfGod.com

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Tena Cowan

Carl Akins

Roy Mundt
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The So-Called Sacred Marriage Rite

— Lawrence G. Mumme —

I t was preached that God performed a wedding
for Adam and Eve. But I see nothing of the kind,
but a command.mmmmmmmmllllmmmmmmm

“And God blessed them and God said unto
them, Be fruitful, and multiply and replenish the earth,
and subdue it: and have dominion over the fish of the
sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over every living
thing that moveth upon the earth” (Genesis 1:28).

Does that sound like a wedding ceremony to you? He
is telling them to do things. He does not ask them one
question, nor pronounce them to be husband and wife.

In this article you will see how a couple become man
and wife, and what God shows
His approval on.

Have You Ever
Wondered Why There
Are No Weddings in
The Bible?

There is not one wedding in
the Bible. The King James Ver-
sion uses the term “marriage.”
That is a mistranslation. Such
an important thing as the
union of a man and a woman
as husband and wife is there,
but not as done today.

The Bible is our guide, not
the ordinances of the government that conflict with it.
We have no right to conform to this world (Romans
12:2), “but be transformed . . .”

Jesus Christ will take His bride, but without a wed-
ding. It will be a feast-festival-supper.

What does this mean? Read on for the answers to
this question.

Heathenism Is Still With Us

We have cast off the pagan holidays, such as Easter
sunrise services, Christmas with its exchanging of 
gifts, Halloween and its evil. But how about the other
paganism?

From the very most ancient times, the heathens have
followed the “Queen of Heaven” by doing what she
did: having weddings.

She came down the aisle (in her temple, dressed in
white with a white veil; “here comes the bride”). The
glory went to her, not to God. All eyes were upon her.

This was an incestuous union—with her son. The
two were known as Isis and Osiris, or Easter and Tam-
muz, or Inauna and Damuzi (Tammuz). This was very
sinful. The righteous people had no such thing.

No Weddings Are Found in the Bible

Can you imagine a minister, apostle, elder of Jesus
Christ conducting an Easter sunrise service or a Christ-
mas party or a Halloween party? No? Then why should
a minister conduct that rite called the “wedding”? It
was conceived by the Queen of Heaven to lend credi-
bility to her incest with her own son. This rite is never
seen in any form in the Bible.

God’s things—feasts—are what we see: command-
ed days as seen in the Holy Scriptures.

The joining of a man and woman as husband and
wife is never found as a ceremony. Keep reading.

The Way of the Heathen

Why have we learned the way of the heathen? God
explicitly has said not to do such things (Jeremiah 10).
This shows that taking a tree and decorating it is one of
the heathen ways.

We can tell that it is talking about the Christmas tree.
Does that mean that the only heathen thing we should
not learn is not to have trees decorated, as has from
ancient times has been done?

Not at all. He is showing we should not do any hea-
then way. The heathens have many ways that are con-
trary to God’s ways. We know the holidays observed by
this world are part of that way. However, we have not
been able to bring ourselves to realize that the ways of

the devil’s church are ways of the heathen also.
One of the ways of the devil’s church that we of the

Church of God still observe is that of having weddings.

The Words for the Joining!

When man and woman were joined as husband
and wife as recorded in the Scriptures, the words in
the original languages did not indicate any such
usage as we use when we say “marry” or “marriage”
or “weddings.”

Let us first check the Hebrew words translated “mar-
riage.”

Strong’s Concordance numbers:
#5772—onaw = to dwell together.
#1984—halal = to be clear, hence to shine or
boast, praise, foolish, commend, and glory.
The basic word in Greek is #1062, gamos = this is
an uncertain root word.

I am convinced that gamos is the Greek version of
the ancient pre-Flood word that is still in the Hebrew,
which is gam. That means “also,” “together” or “as-
sembled” and indicates the uniting of individuals.

Gamos is the word used in John 2:1, where it is trans-
lated “marriage.” We see it is actually a festival. In Rev-
elation 19:7-9 it is used in conjunction with the word sup-
per, which is from #1172 and #1173 from the root word
#1160, meaning to ingest the evening meal. Nowhere is
gamos used in the Bible to indicate a ceremony.

In the Old Testament the father gave his daughter to
the man. We do not see Jesus Christ changing this.
There are at least 12 Hebrew words that are translated
“marry,” “marriage” or “married.” None of these has
any reference to a ceremony.

Every day, thousands of women march down the
aisle dressed like the Queen of Heaven. Is this Chris-
tian? Invoking the name of Christ at a wedding cere-
mony does not make it Christian any more than placing
the name of Christ on the Saturnalia, calling it Christ-
mas, makes it a Christian holy day.

What shall we do then? Let us follow the Scriptures
for our example.

Marriages = #2859, Hebrew section of Strong’s
Concordance.
Chathan = to give a daughter. It is also translated
“father-in-law” and “son-in-law” (Englishman’s
Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance, page 472).

Other words for the Hebrew are:
#376 = man or husband
#802 = woman, wife
#1166 = baal or lord
#1984 = show or boast
#2992 = brother-in-law
#3427 = dwell or tarry
#3947 = take, buy, fetch, carry away
#5375 = lift, bring, carry
#5772 = dwell together
#6370 = concubine

The Betrothal

Our next word is betroth. This basically is a perma-
nent condition. God says, “I will even betroth thee unto
me for ever” (Hosea 2:19).

Another word is espoused. Strong’s Hebrew Concor-
dance, #781, is translated both “betroth” and “es-
pouse.” Both Old and New Testaments use this word as
a contractual agreement. They have nothing to do with
a ceremony whatsoever.

The next word is took. Abraham took (or had taken)
another wife whose name was Keturah (Genesis 25:1).
Wives were either taken or were given to the men.

Today we have the wedding ceremony. The only
place the word ceremonies appears is in Numbers 9:3.
The Hebrew word is mishpat, meaning “verdict,” usu-
ally connected with a judge (Strong’s #4941).

In Hebrews 9:1 there is a mistranslation. In the mar-
gin it should read “statute or decision, judgment, etc.”
(#1345).

At least 50 percent of husband-wife unions fail,
along with the backing by the government that upholds
the wife with alimony and property. This is the scourge
of this nation: the breakup of the home.

Jesus gives only one exception to divorce, and that is
to the man: “except for fornication” (Matthew 19:9).

If he finds out she was not a virgin, fraud.
If she afterwards fornicates.
If she withholds herself from him so that he is
tempted to fornicate (1 Corinthians 7:5). Adultery
is the classification for all sexual sins.

Women have no biblical authority for divorce. 1 Co-
rinthians 7:1-5 is very important. Romans 7:1-3: Here
she has no way out, except possibly to remain single.
(See 1 Corinthians 7:10-11.)

The above is not the liberal way the Church of God
was. When will we get back to God’s way?

It Does Not Make Her Your Wife

“By the authority of Jesus Christ, I now pronounce
you man and wife.”

These words are heard every day. Yet, without
authorization from the state, such a ceremony is illegal
and will not hold up in a court of law. There is no right
of inheritance for the children either.

This ceremony is a mockery to Jesus Christ and is not
found in the Bible, either in an example nor any words
to that effect.

A woman does not become a wife till the union is
consummated.

Isaac took Rebekah to his mother’s tent and she
became his wife (and not till then) (Genesis 24:67; see
also Song of Solomon 3:4).

The ceremony called “the wedding” came down
through the centuries from heathen religions to Rome
and the Catholic Church, which uses it and did use it to
control people and exert authority. If you do not go
through their ceremony by one of their priests, it is con-
sidered a sin and your children are considered illegiti-
mate, so they say.

It has erroneously been said that “God performed a
ceremony for Adam and Eve” (Genesis 1:28). This was a
command from God, not a ceremony. Adam and Eve
had no choice in the matter.

If you are a minister, you have authority only from
the state in these matters, and not from Jesus Christ.

Concise Thoughts on the So-Called
Sacred Marriage Rite

The devil uses his church to deceive the whole world
(Revelation 20:10; 12:9). He deceives any way he can.
One way is through religion and its customs and rituals
(Christmas, Easter, Halloween).

Catholics and Moslems alike say, “If it isn’t done (the
joining of man and woman as husband and wife) by
one of our priests, it is illegitimate. We will decide what
is adultery.”

The Bible is the rule book. Jesus Christ gave the rules
(which originated from His Father) (Matthew 19; 1
Corinthians 7:1-11, 39).

Paul states the facts (Romans 7:1-3). The WCG
pushed some couples together with disastrous results
(that I can name).

The Queen of Heaven had her incestuous union
stamped with approval by the rite we now call the
“marriage ceremony.”

God’s Word shows no rite whatsoever. It is not the
taking of vows that I am writing about. It is that hea-
then rite where the bride enters, dressed and veiled as
the Queen of Heaven, and the audience rises in hom-
age. The groom comes in silently from the side (based
on a quote from HWA in 1957).

Would you condemn a couple if they did as Isaac and
Rebekah did?

Jesus approved the gamos (John 2:1-10). He will
have one Himself with His bride (Revelation 19:7-9).
(See Strong’s dictionary in the back of the concordance,
#1062.)

Lawrence Mumme
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God’s Last Two Annual Sabbaths

The fifteenth day of the seventh month each year has been set aside by
God as a time of feasting. In Leviticus 23:34-35 it says there shall be the
Feast of Tabernacles for seven days unto The Lord. On the first day shall
be a holy convocation upon which no servile work is to be done.

Deuteronomy 16:13-15 contains a similar statement. You shall observe
the Feast of Tabernacles seven days after you have gathered in your corn
and your wine. Seven days shall you keep a solemn feast unto The Lord
your God in the place which The Lord shall choose because The Lord your
God shall bless you in all your increase and in all the works of your hands.

The King James Bible version of this verse seems to indicate should an
individual fail to observe the FOT, God will not bless—future tense. There
is some scripture backing the future concept in Zechariah 14:18. Even
during the time of the Millennial Kingdom, those who do not come up
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles will experience ‘a plague’ of no rain
wherewith The Lord will smite the heathen—future tense—that come
not up to keep the Feast of Tabernacles.

Several other Bible translations read the Deuteronomy passage as has
blessed. While has blessed implies occurrence and completion, the present-
perfect form of the English verb also can indicate the blessing still is occur-
ring (translating from one language to another can be difficult). In either
case, there is scriptural backing for both a completed event and future
event such as a plague of no rain for those who failed to attend the FOT.

Regardless of the verbal questioning on blessings, the purpose for Taber-
nacles is clear. People are to come before God to enjoy the ‘fruits’ of their
labor and to give thanks for blessings. And don’t forget the keyword:
Rejoice! (Deuteronomy 12:7 / Deuteronomy 16:16-17).

On the first day of the Feast of Tabernacles, which is an annual Sabbath,
the Israelites were to take boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm
trees, boughs of thick trees and of willows of the brook, and “dwell in
booths seven days, all that are Israelite born shall dwell in booths.”

Leviticus 23:34-43 indicates the use of ‘booths’ were so the people, and
generations following, would know God made the Children of Israel to
dwell in booths when He brought them out of Egypt.

Some people think the Feast of Tabernacles represents the ‘temporary
aspect’ of human life. Others say Tabernacles represents a seven thou-
sand–year plan God has for humanity. However, no one can provide
scriptural proof for either idea.

The Feast of Tabernacles was, and is, and will continue to be a time for
having a ‘party’ hosted by God. It was, and is, and will continue to be
time to pause from one’s survival tasks for thanking God. What also
should occur is the reading and reviewing the Law of God at the FOT so
people and children may hear and learn and fear The Lord God
(Deuteronomy 31:11-13).

Notice the word ‘fear’. The King James Bible translates the original
Hebrew word as “fear” (OT #3372), however it actually means: to
revere. There is a difference between having fear and having reverence
(Exodus 20:18-20 / Genesis 28:13-17). Besides, coming before God dur-
ing the feast time with a fearful mentality is contrary to the rejoicing
atmosphere God has indicated.

The early church leaders in the New Testament also emphasized the idea
of having reverence for God (Hebrews 10:22). That reverence should be
on the scale of awe because of the greatness and immense power pos-
sessed by the loving and merciful Supreme Creator of the Universe
(Revelation 14:7, 15:4 and 19:5). But because God does hold eternal life
in His hands, in that aspect one should be very careful how they conduct
themselves. People should fear being rejected for eternal life.

Following the seven days of Tabernacles, on the eighth day, there is
another Sabbath convocation. The feast on the eighth day is known by
various names, the most common are: Last Great Day, and Great Day of
the Feast (John 7:37). This is the last annual Sabbath of the year.

Some people think the Last Great Day represents a second resurrection
to accommodate those people scripture says will be brought up before

God at the White Throne Judgment (Revelation 20:11). The Last Great
Day truly is about a resurrection, but it is about the first resurrection of
God’s chosen people to spiritual life (Revelation 20:6). They are a blessed
and holy group becoming kings and priests of God and Christ. That is
what is so special about this feast. It commemorates the first fruit of
God’s human harvest. The whole creation groans and travails in pain
waiting for the first fruits of the Spirit, waiting the adoption, waiting the
redemption of our body, said the apostle Paul (Romans 8:22-23), the
manifestation of the sons of God (Romans 8:19).

On a Great Day feast, Jesus said living water would flow out of those
who were athirst and who came to him to drink. “He that believes on
me, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” The water of which
Jesus spoke was the Holy Spirit which they that believe on him would
receive (John 7:37-39). There are more scriptures on this subject—John
1:12 / John 4:10 / Romans 8:14.

Think about it. Do you think God has established an annual Sabbath Feast
to celebrate the deaths of people in a lake of burning brimstone? God
takes no pleasure in the death of even one individual. The Great Day Feast
is not for cheering the ghastly image in the Book of Revelation picturing
eternal death for those not found written in the Book of Life. Such grue-
some activity might be expected from Satan, but not from the loving and
merciful Father God in heaven who wants all to attain spiritual life.

Circumcision of male children was set in the Old Testament for the
eighth day following birth (Leviticus 12:3). Ever wonder why it was the
eighth day and not some other number? It is because circumcision, a
separating, is a mark of having a covenant with God. The timing for cir-
cumcision was so important it proceeded even if the timing placed it on
a Sabbath (John 7:22).

Leviticus 9:1-4—It came to pass on the eighth day Moses called Aaron
and his sons and the elders of Israel and said: Take a kid of the goats for
a sin offering, and a calf and a lamb both of the first year, without blem-
ish, for a burnt offering. Also a bullock and a ram for peace offerings . . .
for today The Lord will appear to you.

God was instructing the Israelites about holy offerings. Exodus 22:30—
Likewise shall you do with your oxen and with your sheep. Seven days it
shall be with his dam, on the eighth day you shall give it to Me.

Ezekiel 43:26-27—Seven days shall they (the Levites) purge the altar
and purify it, and they shall consecrate themselves. When these days are
expired, on the eighth day . . . I will accept you says The Lord God.

Priests of God have always taken seven days for sanctification. Only on
the eighth day were they accepted into holy service for God.

Do you see the pattern? Seven days people are to rejoice before God at
Tabernacles, have God’s commandments actively in mind, be thanking
God because they have embraced Him as their God. And by doing that,
what has God promised to them? By now the answer should be obvious.
Acceptance into eternal life. Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, neither
have entered into the heart of Man the things which God has prepared
for them that love Him.

What transpires at the so-called White Throne Judgment of Revelation
20:13-15? The sea gives up the dead which were in it. Death and hell
deliver up the dead which were in them. And every man is judged
according to their works. And death and hell were cast into the Lake of
Fire. This is the second death. Whosoever was not found written in The
Book of Life was cast into the Lake of Fire.

Is that what God commemorates with an annual Sabbath? God wants to
give life to everyone, not death. All the annual Sabbaths are about God,
and Christ, what they have promised, and what they have and will do for
people. Think about that the next time someone tries to convince you it
will be a Great Day when people burn to death.

★ ★ ★

The annual feasts and their purposes are summarized in the free
booklet: The Biblical Annual Festivals. Request a copy.
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Who Are America
and Great Britain in
Bible PROPHECY?

Where Did We Come From?

A
re the United States and Great
Britain mentioned in the Bible? If
so, under what name? What is the
real evidence of our

national heraldic emblems and
symbols? Where do we really
come from?

No story is more intriguing,
mysterious, and amazing! Millions
upon millions of people have been
mystified, baffled and perplexed
about our true national origins.
Very few are aware of our stun-
ning national origins! Believe it or
not, the English-speaking people
of the world are found throughout
the pages of Scripture. But our true
IDENTITY has been SEALED—hid-
den from view until NOW!

Just who are we? Read the intriguing story
in this amazing work of historical detection,
analysis and revelation. William Dankenbring
presents proof upon proof from history and the
Bible—the absolutely mind-boggling evidence
of just who we really are, who we are descend-
ed from and what the future holds in this fasci-
nating, insightful, profound new revelation.

Moses wrote the first five books of the Bible
(the Torah) under the inspiration of God. These
books gave instructions to the sons of Jacob,
who was renamed Israel—one who “prevailed
with God”—and their descendants throughout
their generations.

A Strange Beginning
and Origin

Now Jacob’s beloved wife Rachel bore a
son named Joseph, who Jacob favored more
than his brothers. In Genesis 48:5-6 Jacob said
unto Joseph, “Behold, I will make you fruitful,
and multiply you, and I will make of you a
multitude of people.”

While living in Egypt, Joseph had two sons
named Manasseh and Ephraim. Then in
Jacob’s old age he asked God’s blessings on
these two boys and said, “Let my name (Israel)
be named on them, and the name of my fathers
Abraham and Isaac; and let them grow into a
multitude in the midst of the earth.”

Then, when Jacob laid his right hand on
Joseph’s younger son, Ephraim, Jacob said that
this “younger brother” “shall be greater” than
the older son, and his (Ephraim’s) seed shall
become a multitude of nations, but Manasseh
“also shall become a people, and he also shall
be great” (Genesis 48:16, 18-20). “He set
Ephraim before Manasseh!” In verse 5, “and
now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh . . .
they shall be mine.”

Jacob then gathered his twelve sons togeth-
er to tell them that which would befall them “in
the last days.” The blessing bestowed upon
Joseph is in Genesis 49:22-26:

“Joseph is a fruitful bough by a well; whose
branches run over the wall: the archers have
sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated
him: but his bow abode in strength, and the
arms of his hands were made strong by the
hands of the mighty God of Jacob . . . even by
the God of your father, who shall help you; and
by the Almighty, who shall bless you with bless-
ings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that
lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the
womb: the blessings of your father have pre-
vailed above the blessings of my progenitors
(Abraham, Isaac) unto the utmost bound of the
everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of
Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that
was separate from his brethren.”

(Joseph lived many years in Egypt separat-
ed from his relatives.)

Remember, Israel adopted Joseph’s two

sons so that he now had thirteen sons.
Now that “the last days” are here, many

wonder what nations have the descendants of
Ephraim and Manasseh. What nations do the

“blessings” apply to? The Brit-
ish Covenant Society of En-
gland claims that Ephraim’s
blessing belongs to England, its
United Kingdom of Ireland,
Scotland and Wales, and its ac-
quired empire of India in the
17th and 18th centuries.

(England’s colony in Amer-
ica was part of its empire until
it revolted and established their
own nation.) So the British
Covenant Society believes that
Manasseh’s blessings apply to
the United States.

Our Heritage, Origin, Identity and
Destiny Now Stand REVEALED!

A prophecy in Ezekiel will help us to under-
stand if the term Ephraim applies to England or
the United States. It associates Ephraim with
Judah using two sticks to represent them.

Ezekiel 37:15-23 relates the word of the
LORD coming to Ezekiel saying, “Moreover,
you son of man, take you one stick, and
write upon it, for Judah, and for the chil-
dren of Israel his companions: then take
another stick, and write upon it, for
Joseph, the stick of Ephraim, and for all
the house of Israel his companions: and
join them one to another into one stick . . .
They shall become one in your hand.”

Ezekiel explains that the stick of Joseph
is in the hand of Ephraim. This prophecy
applies after The Great Tribulation when
the LORD “will take the children of Israel
from among the heathen, whither they be
gone, and will gather them on every side,
and bring them into their own land: and I
will make them one nation in the land
upon the mountains of Israel; and one king
shall be king to them all: and they shall be
no more two nations, neither shall they be
divided into two kingdoms any more at all
. . . I will save them out of all their dwell-
ing-places, wherein they have sinned and
will cleanse them: so shall they be my people,
and I will be their God.”

The Jewish Connection, written by M. Hirsh
Goldberg, tells the close relationship between
the presidents of the United States and the
Jews, which reveals that the U.S. must be
Ephraim!

Mr. Goldberg states, “Jews have often had
non-Jewish friends in high places, but while
kings, emperors, popes, and czars have shown
them support, such allegiance has never been
consistent in the annals of any nation. An indi-
vidual ruler or series of rulers might be friend-
ly, but eventually one who was cruel and dis-
criminatory would come to power—or a leader
who was kind on one occasion would on the
next be destructive.

“Only America has been different—and
vastly so. For, throughout history, the presi-
dents of the United States have been uniform-
ly warm to the Jews.

“Benjamin Franklin may have initiated this
trend when he signed a petition for funds to lift
the mortgage of one of the first synagogues to
be built in Philadelphia—and he himself con-
tributed five pounds. Other early American
leaders, including Thomas Jefferson, James
Madison, and James Monroe, acknowledged
their personal debt to Haym Salomon, a
wealthy Jew who helped finance the American
Revolution. Salomon helped the economically
struggling future presidents when the Treasury

ran short by advancing them money with
which to live during the days of the Continen-
tal Congress. [The U.S. Gov. later put him on a
10-cent postage stamp.]

“America’s commitment to Jewish aspira-
tions was voiced from its very founding. George
Washington, replying to letters of support from
three of America’s Jewish congregations fol-
lowing his first inauguration [in which a rabbi
was among the fourteen clergymen in atten-
dance], wrote what has become the nation’s
credo of religious freedom: that in a move ‘un-
paralleled in the history of nations,’ not just
tolerance but fundamental political principles
would secure ‘inherent natural rights’ of reli-
gious freedom for Jews and other ‘inhabitants
of every denomination.’ ”

The PROOF of Our Prophetic
Identity!

Notice the comparisons: Ancient Ephraim
was foretold it would be—

“A multitude of states”—America is composed
of 50 states
“Doubly fruitful”—America is the “breadbasket”
of the world
Greater than his brother—The U.S. is much
greater than the United Kingdom
Push the nations to earth’s end—America has

engaged in worldwide wars
Multiplied numerically the most—The U.S. is 300
million to Great Britain’s 60 million
Ephraim is the younger son—The U.S. is the
younger nation
Ephraim led the Northern Kingdom—America
leads the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel
Ephraim despises “royalty”—America rejected
British royalty
Ephraim would be filled with idols—America
possesses many idols and false faiths
Ephraim turns its back on God—America has
turned its back on God
Ephraim in a land of drunkards—America is filled
with alcoholism and drugs

Ephraim is a “mixed” people—America is the
“melting pot” of the world
Ephraim is a “religious” people—The British
churches are virtually empty
Ephraim was the 13th tribe—America began
with 13 colonies
Ephraim’s sign was cattle—America is the
world’s biggest producer of cattle
Manasseh’s sign was the unicorn—Great
Britain’s royal sign is the unicorn
Ephraim would be corrupt, immoral—America
leads the world in corruption, immorality

THE TRUE IDENTITY
OF “EPHRAIM”!

The United States and Britain are often men-
tioned in END-TIME Bible prophecies! But most
people don’t understand WHO IS WHO! The
world has been in TOTAL ignorance of the amaz-
ing prophecies in the Bible about EPHRAIM! The
whole book of Hosea the prophet seems to FO-
CUS on this people! But WHO ARE THEY? Ephraim
now stands IDENTIFIED in the world today AS
AMERICA! Great Britain stands identified as the
people of “Manasseh”!

The evidence is in—and it is overwhelming.
Ephraim was prophesied to be much greater than
his older brother Manasseh! Moses wrote of the
“thousands of Manasseh, and the TEN THOU-
SANDS of Ephraim” (Deut. 33:17). One of the
“identifying marks” of Manasseh is the “uni-
corn,” according to an ancient Jewish midrash.
The “unicorn” is found on the Royal Seal of
Great Britain, and is found everywhere through
the British Isles, on pubs, public buildings!

Correlating evidence from history, the Tal-
mud, Jewish commentaries, the ancient study
of heraldic emblems and the Biblical record,
William F. Dankenbring sets forth the amazing
CASE FOR EPHRAIM being the United States!

No Story Is More Astounding!
There can be no doubt—the evidence

weighed all together from the Bible and histo-
ry and heraldry proves conclusively our true
origins.

Unravel the mystery of the ages. Sample
contents include:

America in the Bronze Age—Solomon’s Ships
The Statue of Liberty and Its Real Meaning
America’s Destiny—1776 in Prophecy
The Identity of America in Bible Prophecy!
The Hand of God in American and British History
Amazing Origin of American Symbols and Heraldry
In Search of the Lost Ten Tribes of Israel
Zarah, Pharez and the Red Hand of Ulster
Lia Fail—Jacob’s Pillow Stone—Stone of Destiny!
The Watchmen of Ephraim
Ephraim—the Religious Son!
The Number 13 and the Rebellious Son
The Mystery of Manasseh and the Unicorn
The Mysterious Tribe of Dan
Is America Now End-Time Babylon the Great?
Ephraim and the Esau Connection
Ephraim, the Prodigal Son—Redemption!
Appendix 1—George Washington’s Vision

William F. Dankenbring

Order your copy today! 316 pages. Price $20, plus $5 for shipping.
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The Invisible Spirit Ruler of This
World Rules America and Britain

By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
Church of God, Faithful Flock

T
he suicidal death of the very famous comedian Rob-
in Williams brought with it the shocking reality of
the invisible evil spirit world and its involvement
with the entertainment capital in Hollywood and its
outreach through theaters and live stage shows.

News articles posted by Drudge Reports of August 15,
2014, revealed by his own admission that Robin Williams
knew he could not be a success without the demons’ use of
him. After one of his highly successful shows left his audi-
ences hilariously happy, he commented, “It is
ironic that I can make people happy but there
is little happiness for me.”

The same news reports revealed this has also
affected others who have admitted their active
involvement with the spirit world that have made
them successful but also left them empty and
despondent afterwards. This included come-
dians, psychiatrists and psychologists. They then
resort to drugs to quieten the demons.

The demons actually talk to them while
promising fame and fortune in exchange for
their use of them; Satan promised the same to
Jesus Christ (Matthew 4:8-9). They accepted;
Jesus Christ did not! The end result is often fame
and fortune but with it emptiness and despon-
dence, as it turned out to be for Robin Williams.

News reports have also revealed that after having made
demonic movies some actors and actresses have also com-
mitted suicide. This also included composers and singers of
the rock and rap music industry who are greatly influenced
and even possessed by demons.

They learn too late that once a demon enters into their
lives there is no getting rid of them other than through the
true and faithful ministers of Jesus Christ casting them out
(Matthew 10:1). This is why some then resort to committing
suicide as did Robin Williams.

Governmental Leadership: The news media has also
made known the involvement of demons within the highest
level of governmental leaders, society and religion, and has
through the centuries.

APPARITIONS: Demons often make their appearance known in
the form of famous people who have been dead for many years, such
as King Saul’s use of a medium to bring up the dead prophet Samuel
(I Samuel 27:3-25).

House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi: It was claimed
that House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi has had encoun-
ters with ghosts. “Roll Call” wrote on June 6, 2012, that
“Pelosi recounted an unusual anecdote about how the ghosts
of past women leaders spoke to her at her first White House
meeting as speaker in 2006. ‘I realized that on that chair
with me was Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton,
Alice Hall, Lucretia Mott, you name it, they were all there.
And I could hear them say ‘at last we have a seat at the
table,’ ” Pelosi said.”

In his book The Choice, Bob Woodward of Watergate fame
describes how in 1995, a séance was held by psychic Jean
Houston in the White House solarium, during which Hillary
sank into a trance and channeled the spirits of Eleanor Roo-
sevelt and Mahatma Gandhi.

“Queen Wilhelmina of the Netherlands was a guest of the
White House when she heard a knock on her bedroom door
in the middle of the night. When she answered it, Lincoln
stood before her with his famous top hat and all. The Queen
fainted, and when she came [to], he was gone. Britain’s
Winston Churchill refused to sleep there after sighting
President Abraham Lincoln’s ghost lurking about in the Lin-
coln Bedroom. He couldn’t believe his eyes when he saw

Abraham Lincoln standing by the fireplace in the room,
leaning on the mantel. The two men looked each other in
the face as Lincoln’s apparition slowly faded away.

Hillary Rodham Clinton: June 22, 1996, posted at
CNN: First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton held imaginary
conversations with Eleanor Roosevelt and Mahatma Gandhi
as a therapeutic release, according to a new book written by
Bob Woodward, says a report in Sunday’s edition of The
Chicago Sun-Times. Woodward is an assistant managing editor
at The Washington Post. As a reporter, he helped break the
Watergate scandal with Carl Bernstein.

“The first lady declined a personal adviser’s suggestion that
she address Jesus Christ, however, because it would be ‘too
personal,’ according to Woodward’s book, The Choice. The
book, which is still to be published, takes a behind-the-scenes
look at the Clintons, as well as Bob and Elizabeth Dole.

“Woodward says the adviser was Jean
Houston, co-director of the Foundation for
Mind Research, which he describes as a group
that studies the psychic experience and
altered and expanded consciousness. Wood-
ward suggests the White House hoped to
keep Mrs. Clinton’s relationship with Hous-
ton and her talks with the dead a secret.

“Most people in the White House did not
know about Hillary’s sessions with Houston
. . . To some of the few who did, the meetings
could trigger politically damaging compar-
isons to Nancy Reagan’s use of astrology,”
Woodward wrote.

“Mrs. Clinton herself wrote about her imagi-
nary conversations with Eleanor Roosevelt in

her June 10 column. She said she talked to Roosevelt about
the role of a first lady. ‘She usually responds by telling me to
buck up, or at least to grow skin as thick as a rhinoceros,’ ”
Mrs. Clinton wrote.

Key Leaders: It should be realized
that Satan and his hierarchy of demons
primarily work with and through KEY
LEADERSHIP in all areas. And through
them the societies of America and Britain
have been influenced unknowingly and
swayed into the same Power of Darkness of
Evils just as was the Pre-Flood World
(Genesis 6:5-7, 13), and Sodom and Gomorrah
(Genesis 18:20; 19:1-25; I John 5:19; Ephesians 2:2;
6:10-12; Colossians 3:6).

Soon they will be destroyed as nations.
(Example: Satan often possessed Hitler during World
War II and used his speeches and writings to influence
and sway the German people into demonic frenzy for
war and then to defeat!)

A Destructive Tool of Today: Satan’s use of
Political Correctness is being used by his Key
Leadership to have a stranglehold on the throat of
America and Britain and is choking the life out of them
through the passage of laws that protects the evils of darkness
and closes the mouths of those who would dare speak
against it.

God’s True People: Satan continues seeking the destruc-
tion of God’s faithful Elect through deception by appearing
as an angel of light (truth; II Corinthians 11:2-4, 13-15). He was
successful by his use of a KEYAPOSTATE LEADER in destroy-
ing the corporate Worldwide Church of God after the death
of God’s apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, in 1986.

Apostasy Continued: Like the Key Leaders in society,
shortly before and after 1995 Satan found openings with for-
mer pastoral ministers who were also seeking fame and gain
by willingly rejecting God’s apostle via their acceptance of a
few to all of the doctrinal teachings Jesus Christ had used
Mr. Armstrong to restore within His Church (Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:10-11).

And, like gullible society, many thousands of members
were also influenced through these pastoral leaders into

believing they should follow them in their off-track church-
es. Having been lulled into contented sleep they are totally
unaware of the Great Tribulation that will soon swallow
them up along with the Laodiceans in the horrors of
martyrdom (Revelation 6:9-11).

Warnings From God: The Apostle Paul wrote of the
grave dangers God’s chosen and faithful people continually
face from the spirit world of Satan the devil!

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in
the power of His might. Put on the whole armor of
God that you may be able to stand AGAINST THE WILES
(schemings) of the devil. For we do not WRESTLE against
flesh and blood, BUT against principalities, against
powers, against the RULERS of the DARKNESS of this
age against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heav-
enly places” (Ephesians 6:10-12).

God’s Warning through Mr. Armstrong: What he wrote
in the following excerpts from his writings applies equally to
this country, Britain, the Church of God and former ministers
and members of the Worldwide Church of God:

“Brethren, ministers and even chief evangelists in God’s
Church: ‘EXAMINE YOURSELVES to see whether you are
holding to your faith [Jude 3-11]. Test YOURSELVES (II Corin-
thians 13:5).’ ” . . . “For GOD IS NO RESPECTER OF PERSONS.
For if God spared not even the ANGELS that sinned (II Peter
2:4), He would no more spare YOU!” (Herbert W. Arm-
strong, “Satan Deceive and Use Me? Never!!”, The Worldwide
News, 1980).

THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES: Jesus Christ led His apos-
tle and the promised Elijah—His teacher—to write this last
book of his life, THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES, to be A RE-
MINDER of all of the doctrinal teachings Christ RESTORED
within His Church through him. By the use of this original

unedited book with the Holy Bible, His people
should be enabled to recognize the strong decep-
tion that is now on His Church by Satan the devil
and keep themselves from it.

The Philadelphia Remnant: To be kept
informed from a Biblical perspective the mean-
ing of the continued record breaking disas-
ters in the nations of Israel and other major
problems that are now coming closer togeth-
er, we offer freely a subscription to our mag-
azine. It can also be read on our website,
www.cog-ff.com.

The Ten Commandments Book: This
is a fairly new book and can be read or
downloaded from our website (cog-ff.
com). It continues to support what Jesus
Christ used His Promised Elijah of the
End-time to restore: the Ten Command-
ments, Statutes and Judgments, along

with the original Doctrinal Teachings (Malachi
4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).

The Three Elijahs: The book of The Three Elijahs can
be read on our website (www.cog-ff.com) or downloaded
from it. This book makes known how these Three Men
were used by God to perform basically the same responsi-
bilities and for the same reasons.

God had ample reason for these three men to have the
name of Elijah. And, though John and Mr. Armstrong had
their own names, they were “. . . to go forth before Him
(Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke 1:16-
17).  The identity of the end-time Elijah is established with
Biblical proof and by his fruits.

http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire con-
tents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsist-
ing in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this
publication belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of owner-
ship therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).
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Mother’s and Father’s Days in the US are
kept on Sundays to show particular honor

to parents using the prominence of Sunday as
God’s Sabbath. But we know this is Satan’s
fake. Since these parent days are based on the
false Sabbath, they must be false as well. Be-
sides based on the pope’s world calendar, too.
Most any holiday has that against it already.

Something is seriously wrong with a holiday
as Thanksgiving when the Christmas sales
frenzy starts on the very day, and arrival of
Santa Claus in the parades. Can Americans
honor God, Christmas and Santa the same day?

Israelites in the wilderness joined wor-
shipers of Baalpeor to eat the sacrifices of their
gods which caused God’s anger, so He had
them slain (Num 25:1-5). Gentiles sacrifice to
devils or demons, not God, and we should not
fellowship with them (1 Cor 10:20). We can-
not partake of the Lord’s table and the table of
demons (10:21-22). What happened to the
Israelites are examples of what can occur to us
(10:11-12). Whoever thinks he stands aright
should take heed and investigate whether he
really is. And not be like those in this our
Laodicean era who are complacent in their
sins (Rev 3:15-19). Lukewarm by keeping
God’s Feasts and Baal’s.

US founded on Christian
principles?

Definitely it was founded on some, but of
the false or true kind? We already know the
vast majority in the US bow to the pope in
keeping Sunday as the Sabbath. Was George
Washington any different? He claimed pub-
licly to be Episcopal, so No.

On 6-28-1777 he gave the order for US
troops to keep the Sabbath if possible: “All
Chaplains are to perform divine services to-
morrow and on every succeeding Sunday, with
their respective brigades and regiments, where
the situation will possibly admit of it.” Like
Lincoln’s Sunday as Sabbath consideration for
US troops, he had the wrong day as Protes-
tants. They both tried to set Thanksgiving Day,
evidently for a false god since they believed in
a Sunday Sabbath.

Can false Christians lead us in honoring
God? When the Continental Congress under
George’s decree debated and tried to legislate
Thanksgiving as a national holiday, those legis-
lators worked on some of God’s Sabbaths and
refrained from work on Sundays. This evidence
shows which God they worshiped. Most US cit-
izens do the same all year in honoring Satan’s
false Sabbath and desecrating the true one.
George hung a Virgin Mary painting in a place
of honor in his dining room in Mount Vernon.
Despite the illusion of separation of church and
state, the Continental Congress on 11-28-1775
ordered all Naval commanders “to take care,
that divine services be performed twice a day on
board, and a sermon preached on Sundays.”

Freemasonry sun worship in US
Encyclopedia of Freemasonry explains the

All-Seeing Eye: “An important symbol of the
Supreme Being borrowed by the Freemasons
from the nations of antiquity. On the same
principle the Egyptians represented Osiris
[Nimrod] their chief deity by the symbol of an
open eye and placed the hieroglyphic of him in
all their temples.”

“Those Brethren who delight to trace our em-
blems to an astronomical origin find in the com-
pass a symbol of the sun and circular pivot rep-
resenting the body of the luminary, and the di-
verging legs his rays . . . Obelisks were original-
ly erected in honor of the sun god.” [And why
sun idols fill the Washington Monument obelisk.]

“Hardly any of the symbols of Freemasonry
are more important in their signification or
more extensive in their application than the
sun . . . as the regenerator or reviver of all
things is the Phallic Worship which made a
prominent part of the Mysteries.”

Sex worship evidenced by Washington’s
Monument, a huge phallic and sun sign. Lead-
ing Mason Albert Pike claimed “Freemasonry
is identical with the Mysteries.”

Worshipful Master H. Meij explained the US
Seal (on $1 bill) and its numerous Masonic
emblems as Eye: “The Great Seal does indeed
demonstrate many features that when seen from
and interpreted in a Masonic point of view, are
or could be Masonic in origin. Finally, if such
an occurrence happened once or twice we could
shrug it off as a coincidence, but the number of
occurrences is such that it is impossible to casu-
ally sweep it under the rug of coincidence.”

He told of many various relations between
the Seal and Masonry as “32 feathers corre-

spond to the 32 degrees of the Scottish Rite.”
The Washington DC Freemason Temple re-
sembles a pagan Egyptian god one.

Freedom Domain website: “The Sun is the
‘Eye’ of a god. The Egyptians knew this. Ra
pronounced Ray from Sun Ray was the child,
the son in Egyptian folklore. The Trinity comes
from this concept. Osiris, Ra and Isis. Father,
Son and the Holy Spirit . . . Algeria’s flag looks
just like the Shriner’s symbol [crescent and 5-
point star] . . . Is there anywhere on Earth the
Masons have not conquered? . . . Our 1st flag
in America was almost the All-Seeing-Eye. In
the U.S. National Archives are preserved the
two proposed [Eye] flags for the new Con-
federacy.” The Eye cannot represent God since
He requires no images be made of Him (Ex
20:4-5). As explained in part 2, I showed how
the present US flag represents Satan or Nim-
rod, as two kinds of early US snake flags.

Recently, US taxpayers paid for renewal of
earthquake damage to the Washington Monu-
ment. Also renewal of the Capitol dome with
its many gods depicted, and George ascended
among them. Not with Jesus or the Father, but
pagan gods of old. These idols should be
destroyed not refurbished (De 12:2-3)!

Some claim the mention of Nature’s God in
The Declaration of Independence refers to the
God of the Bible, but pagans worship nature as
a god, calling it She or Mother Nature. They
worship various nature gods.

The Declaration says “We hold these truths to
be self-evident, that all men are created equal,
that they are endowed by their Creator with cer-
tain unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” But
did not apply to slaves, and women could not
even vote until the suffrage movement.

Gravestones tell the legacy and personal
views of the dead. Ones of the US Founding
Fathers reflect their religion. George Washing-
ton and John Adams have Egyptian style
vaults. James Madison’s tomb resembles an
Egyptian obelisk. Thomas Jefferson wrote
what he wanted as an epitaph on his obelisk.
Most Americans use the cross of false Chris-
tianity. Benjamin Franklin’s tomb has no
Christian reference, like most Founding Father
gravestones. He criticized Christianity when
alive, as did Thomas Paine.

“If interstellar aliens researching the behavior
of earthlings ever visit the gravestones of our
founders they would most likely think of them
as Egyptian! . . . [Or just as bad, Roman] Capitol
comes from the name of an ancient temple of
Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill in Rome.” Roman
gods are displayed throughout the Capitol, and
particularly in the Rotunda claimed by the US
government instructing Americans. Acting like
Gentiles led by dumb idols (1 Cor 12:2). The oft
repeated US motto In God We Trust must refer
to one of these dumb gods!

The 1776 Libertas Americana medal fea-
tured the Goddess of Liberty, Roman goddess
Libertas. It was the idea of Franklin. The op-
posite side depicts goddess Minerva. Amer-
icans did not even try to hide the fact they wor-
shiped other gods than Roman or Greek,
except for perhaps using the name of Liberty
as the Statue of Liberty instead of Libertas.
But she was known anciently for liberating
slaves and for Liberty of thought (free to sin).

US Medals of Honor display Minerva or
Liberty. Could the US actually honor the God
of the Bible for Thanksgiving and use these
symbols to honor false gods?

The US Treaty of Tripoli of 1797 says “As
the Government of the United States of Amer-
ica is not, in any sense, founded on the Chris-
tian religion . . .” After all, it was supposed to
be founded on no religion, to separate state and
religion. Though the default religion of Satan,
Nimrod, wife and son prevails.

US Independence Day is wrong
Max Blumenthal, in discussing with some-

one about Arabs protesting at an Israeli Inde-
pendence Day celebration (no joy for Arabs),
related it to the US:

“Frederick Douglass, in one of his most fa-
mous speeches, declared at an Independence
Day celebration in 1852: What to the American
slave is your Fourth of July? I answer, a day
that reveals to him more than all other days in
the year the gross injustice and cruelty to which
he is the constant victim. To him your celebra-
tion is a sham, your boasted liberty an unholy
license, your national greatness swelling vani-
ty, your sounds of rejoicing are empty and
heartless, your denunciation of tyrants brass-
fronted impudence, your shouts of liberty and
equality hollow mockery. Your prayers and

hymns, your sermons and thanksgivings with
all your religious parade and solemnity are to
him mere bombast, fraud, deception, impiety
and hypocrisy. A thin veil to cover up crimes
which would disgrace a nation of savages.
There is not a nation on the earth guilty of prac-
tices more shocking and bloody than are the
people of the United States at this very hour . . .
Some Native Americans hold mourning cere-
monies on July 4 and Thanksgiving.”

Both Blacks and women are still considered
2nd class citizens at best, and many still
receive less pay and status than white men.
The US prison system holds more than any
other nation. According to Wikipedia’s article
Prison Industrial Complex: prisoners are
worked like slaves, have no strikes, earn very
low wages (25 cents/hour) and private compa-
nies profit. Forced labor is also required of half
of retained illegal immigrants.

Modern Israelite nations keep idolatrous
feasts as ancient Israel beginning with Jero-
boam. One such is the solstice, as keeping of
Christmas for the winter one. Various parts of
Britain keep Midsummer’s Night Fires for the
summer one. Canada and the US do similarly,
but a bit later. Fireworks or works of fire for
the great fire in the sky, the sun, or sun god at
its maximum represents Nimrod.

Parents throw caution to the wind and allow
their kids to play with explosives. Bombs burst-
ing in air mimic the theme of war since fire-
works were derived from war. Many fireworks
have names invoking war, even Firing Squad!

Loud and dangerous, fireworks tend to per-
petuate war trauma of war veterans with PTSD.

FOP donation scam
Ever been shamed into donating to a ‘char-

ity’ by a telemarketer? Here is about one orga-
nization. “The Fraternal Order of Police is the
world’s largest organization of sworn law
enforcement officers, with more than 325,000
members in more than 2,100 lodges.” Sounds
like the Freemasons? The FOP logo also uses
the 5-point star (as the female version of Ma-
sonry), with a triangle of the All-Seeing-Eye
god, and a handshake of brothers. This latter
part sounds nice of brotherhood, but really
means treating fellow members well while
mistreating nonmembers if deemed necessary.
The FOP formed in Pittsburgh where it was
illegal to form a union because of law against
domineering unions. The police officer found-
ers, instead of calling it a union, used the nicer
name to hide the meaning. The following are
quotes from the Web about FOP donations:

A. “Years ago I worked for an organization
that sold stickers for the Fraternal Order of Po-
lice, Police Benevolent Association and the Po-
lice Athletic League. I was a caller who was
trained to act like a police officer without actual-
ly saying that I was. I used a deep authoritative
voice and even used a fake name that sounded
all-American and official. We were trained to feel
out the prospects and hit them up for as much as
we could bilk them for, usually $20-$100 a pop.

“My percentage was 20% of the take. I was
good at it and made about $1000 per week . . .
I found out that the 10 or so callers in the room
were tallied together and the room manager
made 20% of the total. [He] had a guy over
him that made 20% of all the rooms that he
ran, about 10 or so. And a guy over him, and
so on. I don’t exactly know how many levels
there were to the pyramid, but they told me
that legally they only had to turn in 6% of the
grand totals to legit sources. So if you donated
$100, only $6 went to some form of charity.
The rest we divvied up accordingly.”

B. “I have several friends in various police
departments including state, sheriff and local
who have advised me they have no clue as to
what, where or how the money is distributed and
if it even is distributed to police departments!”

C. “The Fraternal Order of Police (Texas)
telemarketing scheme has been around for
some years. Maybe 5 years ago I took the
‘bite’ after a tenacious marketer shamed me
into donating $10 to the cause, allegedly sup-
porting widows and children of police officers
killed in the line of duty. I rarely contribute to
any group represented by telemarketers, and
have my telephone and mail address listed on
all available Do Not Call lists.

“Shortly after making my donation, I started
receiving junk mail, and dozens of telemarketers
flooded me with telephone calls all day and even
in the evenings. I answered some of the calls to
see who they were, and asked each where they
obtained my number. I never got an answer.”

“Tracking further from information on my
donation receipt, I found that the solicitor was a

telemarketing firm, allegedly hired by the FOP
to solicit donations. DUH—no contact number
for the telemarketer. Without a doubt they are
selling my telephone number and mailing
address to other telemarketers. I have answered
several calls from the FOP, politely declining
their prepared sales message, and requested to be
placed on their Do Not Call list. Some just hang
up, some say OK, but the calls keep coming. As
of this date, I have received 1-2 calls daily.”

Ugly Side of Beauty Industry
The book Not Just a Pretty Face (2007):

“Lead in Lipstick? . . . How is this possible?
Simple. The $35 billion cosmetics industry is
so powerful they’ve kept themselves unregu-
lated for decades . . . Why do companies mar-
ket themselves as pink ribbon leaders in the
fight against breast cancer, yet use hormone-
disrupting and carcinogenic chemicals that
may contribute to that very disease?” They
also use chemicals linked to birth defects, as
mercury in face cream.

Note here that the rich create the problem
(pollution or toxic ingredients that are cheap),
then set up charities that appear to try to eradi-
cate the problem, so donations go back to them.

The Kiss Lead Goodbye campaign states
“Lead is extremely toxic in even the tiniest
doses. Yet according to a recent FDA study,
hundreds of lipsticks contain lead. And some of
the most popular brands have the highest levels
of all.” This shows the FDA has hardly any
clout. It was compromised by leaders, part of
the revolving door of politics, where corporate
leaders get elected to oversee their industry and
later back again, thus have a conflict of interest.

Lipstick had unclean pig or whale fat, and at
least now worse toxins as lead. Which hurts
the fetus in a pregnant woman.

Killer high heels injured
3 million women

By Indian (India) Express: “The next time
you wear those stilettos, better be careful. A
new study has suggested that more than three
million women have had to seek medical at-
tention for injuries caused by their high heels.
Half either tore a tendon or twisted an ankle,
while thousands of others smashed their teeth
or broke wrists by falling flat.

“But 60% of [polled] women said whatever
agony a pair of heels caused, they would keep
wearing them if they won compliments. The
poll of 3,000 women aged 18 to 65 also found
a whopping 89% said uncomfortable shoes
have ruined a night out. More than a third have
had to be helped or even carried home because
of pain from shoes that are too tight. And 61%
have spent a whole evening sitting down.”

Satan’s sex tools: high
heels, makeup

Charles Keating was appointed to a pornog-
raphy commission by Nixon. When he found it
would allow porn, he spoke out: “The US had
become more sex-obsessed than Sodom and
Gomorrah; American stores were openly dis-
playing [certain sexual candy and devices].”
While exaggerated a bit for effect, secret use of
such things is bad enough without being so bla-
tant they do not bother hiding (Isa 3:9).

This is a sex-crazed world. Sex sells. Satan
has used whores over the ages to subvert the
family unit as Mystery Babylon the Whore has
done so spiritually. As with old fertility rites
now portrayed in Easter, or wrong sexual em-
phasis to substitute sex as primary goal over
more important goals of life. Pornography
profits along the same lines.

High-heel use in the US began when US
prostitutes copied a new French fad and US
customers (men) wanted their women to wear
them, too. Not a good idea to copy tools of
those profiting from lust.

Similar sexual perversion in the US began
with the Barbie doll copied from a sex toy of
German men. This perverted image became
the goal of girls, Satan’s ideal. Nonwhite girls
felt they must whiten their skins as Barbie and
the perceived advantage of Whites. And skin
whiteners, like hair colors, have always been
unsafe. Barbie was stuck in high heel mode.
Her breasts and waist were sexually modified
and impossible to emulate. And of course,
with makeup on. Only after many years of out-
cry against this wrong role model did some
changes come, such as another skin color.

Governments during WWII kept morale up
with “Lipstick, which little more than a decade
before had been regarded as suitable only for
fast women, became a priority product.” So
the practice of promiscuous women became
the norm. One of the most evil women record-
ed in the Bible painted (around) her eyes to
entice (2 Kings 9:30). Certainly making the
practice suspect, at least. And is there any time
lipstick should be a priority item?

Freedom to apply red to appear sexy led to
using other colors on the body. But does that
conform with God’s instructions to treat it like
a temple of God (2 Cor 6:16)?

—Mr. Jan Young

Exit Nimrod Part 4
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Are the Law of God and the
Law of Moses one and the same?

Generally speaking, the churches
of God think they are the
same. Why?

Abraham obeyed the Law of God
(Gen 26:5). Did Abraham obey the Law
of Moses? Abraham never tithed to
Levi and he never offered his sacrifices
on the altar by the Tabernacle of God.
These were both absolutely required by
the Law of Moses (Lev 17:3-4; Num
18:24). So, even though Abraham obeyed
the Law of God, he didn’t obey the Law
of Moses.

Does the Law of God allow people to
be hardhearted? “He said to them, ‘Moses,
because of the hardness of your hearts, per-
mitted you to divorce your wives, but from
the beginning it was not so’ ” (Mat 19:8).

The Law of Moses made concessions
for the hard-heartedness of the Israel-
ites. Does the Law of God allow people
to be hard-hearted? Is there a place for
hard-hearted people in God’s kingdom?
If the Law of God and the Law of
Moses are the same, there must be!

(This particular example is quite dis-
turbing considering many of the church-
es of God allow that members may di-
vorce when adultery is involved.

This is exactly what Moses allowed.
Those who teach that adultery justifies
divorce perpetuate hard-heartedness,
according to Messiah.)

With the New Covenant God says, “I
will put My laws in their mind and write
them on their hearts; and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people” (Heb 8:10).
God’s law is written in the mind and
heart of the believer so he/she will keep
it (Rom 2:14-15; Deu 8:2). If one doesn’t
clearly know the difference between
the Law of God and the Law of Moses,
how can one know that they are keep-
ing the Law of God?

Can someone who doesn’t know
exactly what the Law of God is have it
written on their heart? Can they grasp
the New Covenant? “O LORD, I know the
way of man is not in himself; it is not in man
who walks to direct his own steps” (Jer 10:23).

Understanding the distinction be-
tween the Law of God and the Law of
Moses is vital to understanding the mind
of God and how He thinks—and to walk
with the Creator God. He hates divorce
(Mal 2:6). The Law of Moses is not the
Law of God. Yes, the Law of God is
included in the Law of Moses, but not all
of the Law of Moses is the Law of God.

The average Protestant believes the
spirit somehow just inspires them. Can
they tell the difference between their
own way and the way of God? Can they
then direct their own steps? Do those
who go to church on the Sabbath always
chose what is right? Is Sabbath recogni-
tion the only obvious difference?

One may be closer in understanding
than the average Protestant. One may
think that he/she is rich and increased
with understanding, but the Protestant
roots of the Worldwide Church of God
have not been shed until His Law, as it
was from the beginning based on His word,
is understood and respected. Our best
guess is unreliable.

Could this be why the church at
Laodicea is criticized for being poor
and blind and naked? Do you read “I
will put My Spirit within you and cause you
to walk in My statutes, and you will keep
My judgments and do them” (Eze 36:27)
but have little idea in which chapters
His judgments and His statutes are con-
centrated?

Do you hold to the traditional pre-
1986 WCG belief that “We do not ac-
cept the statutes as binding law, but,
rather, appropriate to the culture”?

Yet this scripture indicates that the
indwelling of the Spirit of God goes
hand in glove with the keeping of His
judgments and statutes.

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Cre-
ator through an in-depth study of His
word. Don’t guess at what is important
to the Creator. Begin to understand
why David had to meditate deeply on
His Law and never claimed a complete
understanding.

(Ancient of Days)
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(Ancient of Days)

The Church of God–The Most High©

A SOVEREIGN ASYLUM STATE (Divine Law)—Headquartered at the “Third Heaven”

See the following Scriptures: 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12, Verses 1-4.
See also: Philippians, Chapter 1, Verse 12, Philippians, Chapter 3, Verses 20-21, Ephesians, Chapter 2

Proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom of God Most High (The Ancient of Days)©

According to the Holy Scriptures:
(Book of Genesis Chapter 14),
(Book of Psalms, Psalm 82), (Book
of Psalms, Psalm 91) (note: clearly
identifies and reveals two distinct
divine spirit beings—spirit person-
alities—not one or three), (Book of
Daniel, Chapter 7), (Mark Chapter
13), (John Chapter 10, Verses 34
and 35), (Mark Chapter 16),
(Matthew Chapter 24), (Matthew

Chapter 26, Verses 1-13), (Matthew
Chapter 28), (Book of Acts, Chapter
2), (Revelation Chapter 13), and
(Revelation Chapter 14).

Members of this Church strive to ob-
serve all of the Scriptural Covenant
requirements, including but not limit-
ed: To the Seventh Day Sabbath of
God as well as the Annual Sabbaths
of God, and the Ten Commandments.

Members of this Church conscien-

tiously object to coming under, any
and all military authority, in any form.
Members of this Church strive to
“earnestly contend for the Faith Once
For All, Delivered to the Saints,”
Book of Jude, in The First Century
Church as Scripturally Defined.

Members of this Church believe and
accept all Scripture, to be the divinely
inspired Revelation of God, and “God-
Breathed” (self-contained substantia-

tion)—Canonized in the First Century.

Members of this Church observe Pass-
over on the 14th day of Nisan ac-
cording to the Hebrew Calendar. Mem-
bers of this Church observe Pentecost
annually—according to the Scriptures.

Addendum: “Pillar of Truth,” a
monthly journal, is being offered to
Church members and co-workers, upon
written request, to the Ambassador/
Publisher at the address listed below.

(Glad Tidings)
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Park, Texas. ¶ Roy was preceded in death by
his parents; a sister, Bernice Watson; and a
brother, David H. Mundt. ¶ Survivors include
his wife; two sons, Craig Wayne and wife
Janice of Mineola, Texas, and David Roy and
Ellen of Longview; two daughters, Jill Wells

and Judy Mundt, both of Longview; two
brothers, Paul Ray of Wichita Falls and Donald
of Wichita, Kan.; two sisters, Marie Hughes of
Kilgore and Carley Turnbow of Oklahoma
City; five grandchildren, David Wayne Mundt
of Mineola, Brent Holcomb of Dallas, Kevin
Holcomb of Quitman, Texas, and Heather
Colleen Pilcher and Angel Marie Fields of

Austin; and four great-grandchildren, Daniel
Fields of Austin and Azriel Pilcher, Ava Pilcher
and Alli Pilcher of Justin, Texas.

Margaret Gray Hadden Robinson departed
this life at East Texas Medical Center in
Jacksonville, Texas, on Aug. 18, 2014, at age
90 years. ¶ Born May 28, 1924, Margaret

had a full life from her childhood in
Glasgow, Scotland, where she was the sec-
ond of five children born to John Hadden
and Mary Shields Hadden. ¶ Her father, who
was a professional printer and whose hobby
was homing pigeons, died when she was 13
from pneumonia, thought to have been
exacerbated by effects of mustard-gas

exposure in World War I. ¶ Margaret met a
handsome Yank officer, Lt. David Robinson,
during the war and wed him at age 19 and
had their first of six children, John, while liv-
ing in Glasgow before the
war ended. ¶ Margaret
and John crossed the
Atlantic by ship in 1946
and landed in New York
to begin the next leg of
their journey to rural
South Texas to join David.
¶ Margaret and David
were to have five more
children: Tommy (who
died at 6 months), Mark,
Felicity, Robert and Mary.
¶ Margaret was to see her husband die in
1995 after 52 years of marriage and buried
two more of her sons, John in 2006 and
Mark in 2009. ¶ Margaret and David lived
for many years in Tulsa, Okla., and made
many dear friends there. She moved to
Plano, Texas, in 2006 to be near her son
Mark and had relocated earlier this year to
be near her son Robert in Bullard, Texas. ¶
Margaret is survived by her children Felicity,
Robert and Mary and grandchildren Rachel,
John David, Stephen, Alexander, Andrew,
Amanda, Clayton, Garet and Connor, great-
grandchildren Emma, Anna, David, Made-
line, Ella, Austin, Annabelle, Hayden, Caleb,
Austin, Macy and, expected any day now,
Gwen. ¶ Margaret was known for being
great with babies, a hard worker and an im-
maculate housekeeper. She had an in-
domitable spirit and in her day could pro-
duce a complete meal for six in 10 minutes
with no notice. Biscuits and English trifle
were her specialties. ¶ Margaret was
resourceful in her life. She built an egg busi-
ness in South Texas, and after David died
she worked at a job she loved until she was
83. ¶ She was fiercely proud of remaining a
British subject, was an excellent seamstress
and was very good at nursing the sick. ¶
She loved hot tea and sweets and black-
and-white movies from the ’40’s. ¶ Mar-
garet died peacefully, having led a full life.

Margaret
Robinson

Continued from page 9
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I
know just about everyone reading this
will have been to a funeral at some point
in time. I’ve been to several. The most
interesting ones to me were the ones in
families that claim to be religious.

Far and away the most represented religion I
saw was Catholic. I’m not trying to beat up on
Catholics, so please—if anyone is reading this
and has family of that faith—I’m not judging
them.

I was married to a woman whose family was
nominally Catholic. She and her sister went to
parochial elementary school. They went to the
Catholic picnics in the summer at the different
parishes, and they were sent to Mass on an
infrequent basis, because their stepdad was a
very strong Catholic.

But he had divorced and did not get the
church’s blessing on that divorce. He could
have, but he felt it was wrong due to his values.
So his stepdaughters didn’t get the full load of
Catholic teaching.

Their mother had some Catholic teaching,
but was really vague on it, so she didn’t influ-
ence them much in the area of religion. Her
aunts, though (many of them), were not as
ambivalent about their Catholic background.

With my wife’s family, which claimed for the
most part to be staunchly religious, and my
wife having been in the church for several
years, it was interesting when we would go to a
family funeral.

She understood the dead person was not in
jeopardy of burning in hell for eternity. And of
course, the minister never crossed that bridge.
They all got ‘preached into Heaven.’ But, no
matter all the good things people would say
about how so and so ‘is in heaven looking down
on us now’ or ‘he’s in a better place now,’ their
reactions seemed to say they must have been
worried the rascal was really sitting in line to
enter hell—with all their crying and carrying on.

After we would leave, we both would won-
der at all the tears and bemoaning that would
last for hours, because they said they knew the
person was really in a better
place.

Now, as I stated when I
started out, this isn’t just con-
fined to observations of the
Catholic Church. There’s not
a single one of the Christian
denominations that doesn’t
have similar funeral services,
with similar reactions from
the family members.

I don’t mean a close family member should-
n’t be sad at the passing of a loved one. It’s a
natural reaction humans have. We see it from
our perspective. We are now deprived of the
care and companionship of our loved one.

But, if we are willing to look at it from their
perspective, knowing that we are told to treat
others as we would want to be treated, how
would we be reacting? If the person had live a

life in accord with God’s Word, and if the per-
son had taken the time and made the efforts to
develop a relationship with God, then why in
the world would you want your loved one to stay
here!!??

Wars, rumors of wars, death, pestilence, tri-
als, tribulation, threats of being hauled up to
answer for your faith, the real pos-
sibility of torture at some
point—again I ask: Why in
the world would you wish that
on your worst enemy, let alone
your loved family member?

I have a Facebook friend who is
a devout Catholic. She and I have
many conversations over the Inter-
net about a diverse set of topics.
Many moral views we share. I have
come to understand more of her
faith, so I can speak from a basis of
truth as opposed to knowing only
what I was told by the WCG.

She is so devout that she has
memorized nearly the entire set
of doctrines the RCC (Roman
Catholic Church) officially believes,
and she will go to her grave defending
those beliefs, even in the face of clearly oppos-
ing directives from the Bible.

Her reasoning is that the Bible was pre-
served and compiled by the RCC, therefore
the traditions of the RCC predate and, more
importantly, take precedence over the Bible.
She uses the catechism of the RCC to back
up her faith.

One of the discussions we do not agree on is
the death penalty for criminals. She (and the
church) sees it as taking a life that only God is
allowed to do.

So far so good. I can agree with that. But,
when I point out that God Himself directs
society to remove the wicked, she pulls out the
eternity-of-damnation argument. To her think-
ing, and I assume the official doctrine of the
church, no human can be put to death by anoth-

er human because there is always a possibility of
repentance, forgiveness and redemption. To
her, taking a criminal’s life, no matter the sever-
ity of the crime, could condemn the criminal to
an eternity in hell if the criminal does not
accept the church’s teachings before death.

Maybe I’m coming to the game late, but this
conversation has finally opened my under-
standing to the reality of why those people who

claim to be religious are so afraid of death.
They don’t understand how God views or deals
with human life. They have fallen for the lie
Satan tells us: “You will not surely die!”

And, since they logically cannot accept that
all people, no matter how evil, will live together
for eternity in peace, they also accept Satan’s lie

that there is an eternal living damnation
those who don’t follow His teachings

will suffer.
Back to my friend: If there was a

possibility she was right, I would
have to agree with her. But, since I

know God views this life as being a
training ground, and human life of itself
is of limited value, I do not agree with
the Catholic Church’s assessment of
the value of this carnal life as the
supreme pinnacle of importance.

None of this is new. You should
have heard this for at least as long as

you were in the Church of God.
But reviewing things some-
times is useful, and learning
how the one largest Chris-
tian religion views death was

very instructional to me.
So the answer is they don’t understand. They

are deceived. They do not have the faith to see
the city with firm foundations as Abraham did!
To them, since they cannot comprehend God’s
plan, they make assumptions, and they fear
death based on those assumptions. They can-
not understand that death is simply one more
step towards our goal.

Sure, it hurts those who are left behind. But
it does free the one leaving to move on to their
next step. For some, death leads to a chance to
really understand God; for some, a place in
God’s family; and, for a hopefully very small
minority, the end of their tortured existence.

I’ll close by stating we know the truth about
death and how God can deal with our life like
we turn on or off a light. So death should not
be scary to us. We know that God will create a

whole new body for us as He
see fit. But that requires a lot
of faith—a lot of practice in
learning to trust the way He
leads our life to go.

We also need to under-
stand that those around us do
not have that faith to see it
that way. They see only per-
manent separation, a perma-
nent end to them. While they

claim they will see their loved ones again in
heaven—and they claim they will be happy
with Jesus and they claim they know they will
live for eternity—look closely at how they deal
with the idea of death.

Do they really see it as an opportunity? Or
do they see it as the end of everything? That
will give you a better understanding of their
relationship with God.

Why Are They So Afraid?

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

Sure, death hurts those who are left
behind. But it does free the one leaving to

move on to their next step. For some, death
leads to a chance to really understand God.
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We invite you to join us in 2014 at a Feast site sponsored by the

Church of God Big Sandy
Each of the four is a small, friendly Feast of Tabernacles observance

with inspiring messages and excellent fellowship

Big Sandy
For the 20th consecutive year
Church services and activities at our church building.
The building is on Highway 80, a half mile west of town (1106
West Broadway)
Daily refreshments
Senior citizens’ luncheon
Coordinator is Melodee Eishen at (903) 571-2322

Church of God Big Sandy
P.O. Box 690 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • churchofgodbigsandy.com

Destin
For the 17th consecutive year
Pelican Beach Resort
Make reservations through the Church of God Big Sandy by call-
ing Shelly at 1-800-946-5545. By booking through the church
there is no sales tax.
Main Pelican building on beach: 1 bedroom,. $108 per night; 2
bedrooms, $128
Terrace building, 50 yards from beach: 2 bedrooms, $95; 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, $135; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $156
Coordinators are Neil and Martha McIver, (903) 714-8800

Myrtle Beach
For the 12th consecutive year
Avista Resort
Make reservations by calling 1-800-968-8986. Mention group
code 1842051
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $66–$85; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, $107–$110;
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $132–$140
Coordinators are Lyle and Kathy Kerby, (304) 354-7147.

Flagstaff
For the third year (previously in 2008 and 2012)
Double Tree Inn (a Hilton property)
Make reservations by calling (928) 773-8888 and identifying your-
self with “Church of God”
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
Room rates are $119 and suites are $149
Coordinators are Dennis and Vickie Mouland, (928) 460-0230

Your Choice of

Four
Sites!
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F
or the first time, there was a change in
2013 of the Hanukkah observance from
December to November.mmmmmmmm
mThe Jews claim it
has been 7,000 years

since any change has taken
place. Why is Hanukkah
now kept 30 days earlier?

To understand, you have
to study the purpose of it all.

The Menorah

Hebrew and Latin an-
nounce the Light of Man-
kind, the six days of cre-
ation, followed by the sev-
enth-day Rest of God. Only
the seventh-day Sabbath is
the Holy Day of God (sign
of peace on earth). The prior
six days are the Work of
God. These six days of work
can be done by God or man-
kind. No rest is taken.

The Menorah is represent-
ed by the six candles in the
seven-piece lampstand. Zech-
ariah the prophet maintains
this lampstand stays lit by
the Holy Spirit of God. The
Holy Spirit of God does the
work. You must read all Zech-
ariah 4 for details.

The Angel of the Lord
asks the prophet, “Do you
not know what these things
mean?”

Zechariah replies, “Abso-
lutely not” (Zechariah 4:5 para-

phrased). The Angel of the Lord has this to
say: “Not by might [strength], nor by power [ener-
gy] but by my spirit [holy] said the LORD of
hosts” (verse 6).

The eyes of God

The angel proceeds, describing a headstone—
someone’s death—as a memorial. The dead one
produces grace, which gives mercy: a pardon of sin.

These seven lamps are the eyes of God, which
watch and keep God aware, in detail, of what is
constantly going on, called a small thing (Zech-
ariah 4:10). The Messiah to come will rebuild the

Art Mokarow

By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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original Temple of God—the spiritual Temple
that started in the Garden of Eden (Zechariah
6:12). Jesus said that after Herod’s Temple is
destroyed He will rebuild it in three days when
He is resurrected. Jesus is the Rock, the Head-
stone. When Christ is resurrected, He shall rule
and be the High Priest after the Order of Mel-
chizedek (verse 13).

By man or God

When the Menorah was activated in Decem-
ber, its light lasted for eight days right before,
during or after Christmas. Hanukkah and Christ-
mas were holidays and not Holy Days of God.

Christmas originated with the Wise Men from
the East. They were the Magi (magicians), the
wise of royal blood. They knew Nebuchadnezzar,
the king of Babylon, had taken all the treasure
from the Temple he had destroyed (Daniel 1:4).

These wise men—with Daniel, Shadrach, Me-
shach and Abednego—were counselors to the
king. The king had addressed all his wise men
(Daniel 2:27). They were comprised of astrolo-
gers, magicians and soothsayers.

Acting carnally

The word magi-
cian is of Egyptian
heritage and means
one who does “incan-
tations,” as in “witch-
craft by fraud.” The Egyptians are the ones who
duplicated Moses’ plagues by subterfuge. “Sooth-
sayers,” in Hebrew, means “to act carnally.”

Only Daniel and his friends served God. The
Magi, who were self-motivated for monetary
gain, used any trick they could for selfish rea-
sons. Witchcraft created such a frenzy it caused

those involved to lose all sense of reason, imag-
ining many weird thoughts and ideas.

The Magi, “the wise,” could conjure up a “high”

—causing a person to act drunk or as though he
were on drugs. The Magi were super crafty and
had riches on their minds. All the so-called wise
men knew Daniel’s God could bless individuals
with the highest positions and riches. The wise
men did human works, just as the Maccabees did

when they ruled over
Jerusalem.

Israel’s human
choice

The birth of Christ
was a miracle of God

during the month of October at the Feast of
Tabernacles and on the Last Great Day. Those
were Holy Days and not “holidays” designed by
mankind.

During the month of November, Israel, just
like the Maccabees, had no choice but to defend

www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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The birth of Christ was a miracle of
God during October at the Feast of

Tabernacles and on the Last Great Day.
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themselves with military action, forcing human
rule over Jerusalem by warfare. The prime min-
ister of present-day Israel has decreed that the
Jews would defend themselves by a first strike to
stop Iran from building a nuclear bomb and
destroying Israel.

On their own

Israel believes they have no choice, and the
American president also accepts this. Israel is
aware that fornicating with others does not pro-
tect them. The United Nations will not help, so
the Jewish people (commingled with other tribes
and the Gentiles) are on their own.

2013 fulfilled

The 7,000-year holi-
day in November has
now started and is un-
derway in a prophetic
sense. The Feast of Lights is now being fulfilled.
The time of the Messiah is at hand.

Everything is in mankind’s hands. Will the
world repent, or is this the end of man’s days?
God or man: Who will the world follow?

A healer born

Peace on earth can follow without the wrath of
God, as the angel proclaimed at the birth of the
Anointed One. Here is what the shepherds heard
about the birth of Christ:

“And the angel said to them, Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy,
which shall be to all people [everyone]. For to
you is born this [on that] day [and no other] in
the city of David a Savior [healer] which is
Christ [the anointed] the Lord” (Luke 2:10-11).

Notice that no Wise Men were present. Since

this angelic prophecy includes all people in the
world, it is time for the world—and not just
Israel—to repent.

The entire world has been fornicating, indulg-
ing in human agreements and world trade. All,
including Israel, are part of health, riches and
successes of human works. It is time for all
nations, peoples and tongues (languages) to turn
to God and Christ, who do all “the work.”

The world’s work

Mankind has done its work, and all the world
has as well, for mankind’s and the world’s work
is war and rumors of war.

But if all repent this will be the outcome: “Glory
[the goodness of God]
to God in the highest
[mountain], and on
earth peace [Sabbath
Rest], goodwill to-
ward men [everyone]”

(verse 14). This peace on earth should have fol-
lowed the death of Christ and His resurrection, but
no one really repented. Instead, they followed the
wiles and deception of the Wise Men from the East.

Lip service

Since the coming of the Wise Men, human
works, both in Israel and the world, continued as
holidays in December. These included the Feast
of Lights and the Christmas tree, where humans
give gifts and have great love for their families—
those who make others rich—but give lip service
to God and Christ.

The 7,000-year change of the Menorah to No-
vember is the Jewish prophecy for the Messiah’s
coming if everyone repents. The year 2013 was
part of the prophecy. Will you truly repent and
ask God to lead you?

www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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when later he broke with the Church
of God International.

“God doesn’t respect someone
whose goal is to draw a following,”
he said.

A member of the former Radio/
Worldwide Church of God beginning
in 1966 or 1967, Mr. Throgmorton
broke with that church in the late
1970s before the late Garner Ted
Armstrong was ousted from the
WCG over what Mr. Throgmorton
described as leadership problems.

After Garner Ted founded the CGI
in 1978 Mr. Throgmorton and his
congregation in northeastern Arkan-
sas affiliated with it until he felt it
necessary to resign.

At that time he was a member of
the CGI ministerial council and board
after scandals over alleged improper
conduct affected the leadership of that
group in the late 1990s.

Resigned from CGI
When he resigned from the CGI he

said he made it clear he did not resign
from the ministry of Jesus Christ.

His background with the Churches
of God goes back to the late 1960s,
when he came in contact with Ambas-

sador College, which he said was a
“front” for the Radio Church of God.

He made the long drive from
Pocahontas to Memphis, Tenn., then
the closest congregation, until one
was established in a hotel in Jones-
boro, Ark.

He began closing his photography
business on Saturdays and, being
skeptical about preachers, kept the

Sabbath on his own until he began
attending with the RCG/WCG.

His example, he said, led others to
start keeping the Sabbath as well.

One 14-year-old boy, with his par-
ents’ permission, went to church with
him the first time he attended.

That boy later attended Ambassa-
dor College, which “ruined him,” Mr.
Throgmorton said.

Mr. Throgmorton explained what
he meant by “ruined.” The boy grew

up to be a pastor in the old WCG and
stayed with it when it strayed from
Sabbatarian doctrine.

(As an aside, James Throgmorton
was one of the first two or three peo-
ple I met when I first stepped into a
Church of God service in Jonesboro
in May 1972.

(One of the other first two or three
went on to be a professor at Ambassa-

dor and stayed with the WCG when it
became Protestant in the 1990s.)

Ministry had problems
In Mr. Throgmorton’s opinion, view-

ing what happened when the WCG
went into what some consider aposta-
sy, “the problem was never the people
but with the ministry.”

He said he believes there were
“money changers in the house of
God”: church leaders in it for gain.

Mr. Throgmorton married the for-
mer Cindy Funchess in 1974. She is
the primary portrait photographer for
their professional business while he
acts as bookkeeper and does other
business and photographic functions.

She “is a natural artist and has a
gift for dealing with the human face.”

Mr. Throgmorton attended his first
Feast of Tabernacles in 1969 and on a

typical Sabbath spent more than three
hours on the road going to and from
services.

After the Jonesboro congregation
started, he became church librarian,
and the church library was where he
met Cindy.

He has two surviving daughters.
Two were killed in a car wreck on the
way to the Feast in 1992.

“Things happen for a purpose,” he
said. Losing his daughters helped him

feel empathy when he became a dea-
con and later a minister. He said that
some people “blamed God,” but he
and his wife went on to the Feast.

Citing the example of Job, he said
that “just because you are doing right
doesn’t mean everything will work
out right.”

Bold and blunt
“I am not a good speaker,”  he said,

but he is “bold and blunt” and strives
to be “scripturally accurate.”

After affiliating with the CGI, he
was “in charge of northeast Arkansas
and southeast Missouri.”

This was while he was a deacon.
His wife was named a deaconess at
the same time.

He was ordained an elder in 1980
and was affiliated with the CGI for 23
years.

He drew no salary from the church.
His area sometimes extended all the
way to St. Louis, Mo. (which is about
four hours from his home).

He  and others in his church group
held fund-raisers such as rummage
sales to help the church members be
able attend the Feast.

“Everyone who wanted to go” to a
Feast site “got to go,” he said.

After WCG, CGI, Arkansas pastor declared his independence

His background with the Churches of God goes back to
the 1960s, when he came in contact with Ambassador College,

which he said was a ‘front’ for the Radio Church of God.

had to study medicine as it was
known in his time . . .

“Further, he had to formulate a de-
tailed plan for getting started in the
new world until potable water could be
found and new vegetation could grow.
There could be no hunting until the
animal population could reach critical
mass. There could be no crops when
they stepped off the Ark. The only log-
ical source of food would be fish.”

Further, “Noah had to master agri-
culture, astronomy, mathematics,
weather and all the sciences as they
were known in his day . . . Absolutely
everything had to be planned perfect-
ly. Leaving out any one thing could
spell disaster for this little colony be-
cause there was no going back.”

Seven Laws of Noah
Mr. Simpson summarizes the basic

code of law given by God, the Seven
Laws of Noah, which he says were
later expanded into the Ten Com-
mandments.

He added that “the challenge fac-
ing Noah was daunting, but he rose to
the task. The Commentaries of Joan-
nes Annius of Viterbo is a unique ac-

count about how Noah accomplished
this monumental task and dealt with
the many unplanned challenges he
faced.”

The stories of the founding of what
were to become the nations of Europe
are fascinating, as well as details
about how evil reentered the world
and how Ham stole some of Shem’s

land inheritance.
This prompted Noah to reallocate

the division of the earth, altering it
from his original plan.

The early Hebrews
Mr. Simpson noted that the Bible

states that Noah had three sons before
the Flood. But maybe he had many
more children after the Flood, be-
cause there would have been pressure
to quickly repopulate the world.

The two volumes of Jasher, also
titled The Authentic Annals of the
Early Hebrews, would also fascinate
a conservative Bible scholar or any-
one who wants more detail about
what happened in the early centuries
of man.

They expand considerably on Gen-
esis. Things that Genesis mentions

only in passing are treated in depth
here and represent an expansion of
Mr. Simpson’s earlier version of
Jasher: The Book of the Upright.

Vol. II is, as he says, “the perfect
companion for people who want to
investigate and deepen their under-
standing of perplexing passages.

“Here we compare Jasher with
other ancient historical sources to
provide a remarkable explanation of
the past.”

The real Jasher?
Topics in Vol. II include:

Is this the real Book of Jasher?
New verses discovered.
Proof of antiquity.
Who was Rikayon?
The rape of the Sabines in Ro-

man history.

The Pharaoh of Joseph’s time.
Moses, a king of Egypt.
Strange creatures of Jasher.
Job in the Bible and in history

(Mr. Simpson presents the interest-
ing argument that Job may have
been righteous only “in his own
mind” and may have advised Pha-
roah to kill the Hebrew babies be-
fore his repentance.)

An elucidation of the table of
nations of Genesis 10.

The early migrations of the tribes
of Shem.

Neither of these three books is
Scripture. However, they help (at
least they help me) better understand
some details that Genesis leaves hazy
or in doubt.

For example, the last days are to be
“as in the days of Noah.” Some have
speculated that genetic engineering
was going on before the Flood, just as
it is today. Jasher flat out says that the
sins of the pre-Flood world were not
just sexual sins, but they were the
“mixing species.”

Contact information
Noah and Vol. II of Jasher are $20

each, while Jasher Vol. I is $25 plus
shipping. Mr. Simpson charges sales
tax if the books go to an Oklahoma
address. He also offers a copy of
Jasher in Hebrew for $20.

For more information go to jash-
er.com/Border.htm, or write Mr.
Simpson at insitewon@aol.com

Send postal mail to Biblical Re-
search Foundation, 629 Lexington
Rd., Sapulpa, Okla. 74066, U.S.A.
Phone Mr. Simpson at (918) 224-
6108.

Jasher: The Book of the Upright is the perfect
companion for people who want to investigate and deepen

their understanding of perplexing Bible passages.

According to Noah and Jasher, pre-Flood sins not just sexual

where the interview was to take place.
We met Dr. Yuwanuch and her hus-
band, Dr. Dulphichai. They first ush-
ered us into a room full of VIPs eating
finger food and talking.

When will the interview take place?
“Oh, a little later.” Okay.
“First you must watch the perform-

ances.” Okay.
We were escorted to another room

where we watched Thai classical
dancers and singers and a very good
saxophonist. When will the interview
take place?

“Soon.” Okay.
The show was almost over when

Dr. Yuwanuch came up behind where
we were sitting and tapped me on the
shoulder.

“The interview is now. The camera
crew is ready.” Okay.

I sat down in a chair with Dr. Yu-
wanuch sitting just in front of me. The
camera lights were turned on. A lapel
mike was adjusted on my tie and test-
ed, and then, with a big smile, Dr. Yu-
wanuch began her questions in Thai.

Accompanied Mr. Armstrong
When and how did I come to know

Queen Sirikit?
I gave a brief history of my work

for Ambassador Foundation and hav-
ing the opportunity to meet Queen
Sirikit for the first time while accom-
panying Herbert Armstrong on a visit
to meet the king and queen in 1984.

Helping the poor
What activities and projects of the

queen have I participated in?
I talked about how, as Ambassador

Foundation representative to Thai-
land, I traveled with the queen to her
many SUPPORT Foundation projects
in the north, northeast and south of
Thailand.

I have seen Her Majesty hard at
work for many hours at a time with
no breaks. I have seen her kneel in the
dirt to talk to the poor people sitting
on the ground instead of sitting in a
chair at a much higher level.

I have seen her physically tired
while not eating food until her talks
with the people had ended.

I explained that I have witnessed
the benefits of her projects to help the
poor (especially women and girls)
learn skills to help them earn money

during the time they’re not working
in the fields. The foundation I worked
for helped support these projects.

A kingdom with real freedom
What are my impressions about

living in Thailand?
I explained there were many attrac-

tive reasons to live in Thailand. The
people are friendly and respectful.
The climate is good. There is an
abundance of many kinds of fruits
and vegetables. Thailand is a bread-
basket.

I said how much I admired the an-
cient and unique culture and arts. I
mentioned I was happy to stay in a
kingdom that had real freedom.

I especially emphasized my appre-
ciation for the religious freedom
Thailand has, which is guaranteed by
the king.

A monarch to be proud of
What did I want to say to the Thai

people about Queen Sirikit?
I said the Thai people are wonder-

fully blessed to have a king and queen
who are truly dedicated to the benefit

and welfare of their people.
Thailand is not like other countries

that have presidents or prime minis-
ters and unlike some countries that
have a king or queen but whose lead-
ers think more about themselves
rather than the people.

I said Queen Sirikit is known and
admired by people around the world
for her kindness and good works. The
Thai people should be proud of their
queen.

Speech evaluation
I answered all her questions in the

Thai language. The interview lasted
for 20 minutes.

After it was over I asked my inter-
viewer what she thought about my
Thai and she said “very good.”

Was she just being nice?
Maybe. But they did play my inter-

view on the big screen for all three days
of the Suan Amporn event, visited by
thousands of Thais and foreigners.

I prayed all the way and know God
gave me the strength and words to say
(in Thai) that would honor Queen
Sirikit.

Was official just being polite to say Leon’s Thai was very good?
Continued from page 1

DANCE TRADITION—Leon and Gloria
Sexton pose with traditional Thai dancers
who performed at a palace event in honor
of Queen Sirikit. (See the article and an-
other photo on page 1 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.) [Courtesy photo]

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 24
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In 1971 I thought pleasing God was picking the right church
lated in the New Testament was for a
confused assembly of unbelievers in
Acts 19:32, 39, 41. The original
“church” was, and still is in my opin-
ion, a term for a collection of people.

The meanings of church nowadays
are several and for the most part re-
moved from the original meaning.

A church now is a place, frequently
a building, where people gather to
worship.

A church, especially a denomina-
tional church, is also an organization
that is comprised of people ostensibly
adhering to a set of doctrines by which
the organization operates and is gov-
erned.

Perhaps God is amused to see some
church organizations adopt the capital
C, as in Church, and decide they hold
the ultimate authority to tell their mem-
bers what they can or cannot do to be
biblically correct and pleasing to God.

Typically hierarchical
An organized church is typically a

hierarchical structure, utilizing a hu-
man-evolved legal fiction commonly
known as a nonprofit corporation.

In nearly every case the founding
document of the corporation contains
the wording from section 501(c)(3) of
the Internal Revenue Code, which
makes for easy tax exemption—and
promises that the church organization
will be subject to the IRS in all things:

As a hierarchically structured orga-
nization, certain individuals or groups
have power over others in the church,
usually a minority controlling a
majority.

It is not the purpose of this article to
debate the merits or detriments of or-
ganized religion. I felt it necessary to
state the preceding few paragraphs
simply as a point of reference for the
remainder of the article.

Has the church replaced Israel?
“. . . Replacement theology [is] a

doctrine that has been around almost
as long as the church has been in exis-
tence.”

So says Zola Levitt, a Messianic
Jew who wrote Broken Branches.

Mr. Levitt goes on to state that St.
Augustine (354-430) started replace-
ment theology as a doctrine:

“St. Augustine wrote a treatise
called The City of God in which he
concluded that God was through with
Israel and the Church was its replace-
ment.”

Look at how early the church “was
considered to be something other than
a collection of people and how early a
church” (the Roman church, an organ-
ization) was influencing people’s reli-
gious beliefs, values and future under-
standings and misunderstandings.

Questions about “replacement the-
ology” (has the “church” replaced Is-
rael in Bible promises and prophecy?)
are much more easily understood
when one starts with a biblical defini-
tion of church.

Who, then, are Christians?
Based upon Scripture, the disciples

of Jesus were the first Christians (Acts
11:26).

The early Christians were the
church, the church being the collection
of people who met at that time in indi-
vidual homes (not church buildings) to
discuss, share, learn and, presumably,
follow the teachings of Jesus.

The church as an institution devel-
oped later.

Modern Christianity provides us an
abundance of people who consider
themselves to be Christians. But what
is modern Christianity?

It is a hodgepodge of many organized
groups and organizations, some 300
denominations in America alone, with
sects too numerous to even try to count.

Most all are governed by a creed or
doctrinal statement that reflects a set of
human-developed rules.

I know of nowhere in Scripture
where these creeds or doctrinal state-
ments can be found. I can see how
they may have originated, but they are
all man-made derivations of Scripture,
not Scripture itself.

Please note that thus far I have tried
hard not to disparage any who consid-
er themselves to be Christian. I have

merely tried to present a few facts as I
understand them.

Christian differences
Are there differences among Chris-

tians? That’s kind of a silly question,
don’t you think? Of course, there are.

I can remember a radio preacher
some 35 years ago who frequently
posed the question: “With so many dif-
ferent churches, can they all be right?”

I used to flip that question around
and ask myself: With so many differ-
ent churches, can any of them be
right? And, if so, how could one know
for sure?

After my baptism, in 1971, I want-
ed to do my best to please God. Pleas-
ing God included, I thought, picking
the right church.

Did I ever find it? The short answer
is no. I did decide, without too much
difficulty, that the Sabbatarian Church-
es of God were probably as close to
what I was looking for by way of
teachings and beliefs as I could get.

I traveled to the Worldwide Church
of God’s Pasadena, Calif., campus in
the spring of 1972 with the full intent
of becoming a member.

I went to services one Sabbath
while I was there and heard one of the
most enlightening sermons I had ever
experienced delivered by one of their
ministers, Garner Ted Armstrong.

But there was a problem with my
being accepted into the WCG. They
wanted me to be rebaptized.

I refused. I could not forget the
three days I spent confessing and re-
penting before God, asking Him to
redeem the mess that my life had
become.

I could not forget going under the
cold Lake Michigan water in late No-
vember, only to emerge shivering, and
then have Peter Dyck, the minister of
the Edgewater Covenant Church,
along with several seminary students,
lay hands on me and pray that I might
be blessed and receive the “gift of the
Holy Spirit.”

I remember feeling as though my
body were a hollow container and
somebody started pouring warm wine
into it.

I felt a warmth starting at my feet
slowly move up my body toward my
head. I was a new man.

So, since I refused to be rebaptized,
I never became a member of the
church organization that I thought at
the time to be God’s true church.

Beginning of understanding
In the meantime I came to under-

stand the Bible better and I learned a
lot about churches, both their organi-
zation and their governance.

But it wasn’t until recently, and by
this I mean within the past four or five
years, that I really began to grasp what
the true church really was about and
how one could find it.

Enter THE JOURNAL and the PABC
Perhaps seven years ago I sub-

scribed to THE JOURNAL.
THE JOURNAL, as you know, is a

publication that features stories con-
cerning what is going on with seventh-
day-Sabbath churches, mainly splinter
groups that absorbed much of the
membership of the original Worldwide
Church of God.

Coincident with my reading THE
JOURNAL I became interested in the
work that Norman Edwards was trying
to move forward in Port Austin, Mich.

When the first issue of THE JOURNAL
arrived in my mailbox, I eagerly took
it into my home and started to read the
many articles and paid advertisements.
I was immediately blown away by one
thing:

I had never before in my life been
exposed to such controversy!

This is not to imply that I thought
this to be bad. Indeed, quite to the con-
trary I found there were important
scriptural-interpretation issues that oth-

ers had and were still struggling over.
I was overwhelmed, and I was elat-

ed that I had finally found many others
who struggled as I had struggled.

I quickly realized that I was not the
only one who felt there were important
things left indeterminate to present-
day believers. The calendar issues are
an example.

The other thing that I was exposed
to (which truly surprised me) was the
depth of conviction different groups
and, in particular, certain individuals
had adopted.

It reminded me of how Old Testa-
ment Israel was frequently referred to
in Scripture as “a stiff-necked people.”

An important scripture
Deuteronomy 4:2 and

Revelation 22:18-
19 admonish us not
to take anything
away from Scrip-
ture that is not
stated and not to
add (or embel-
lish) anything
that is presented.

Well, isn’t the
whole idea of a
modern, organized
church (the WCG
and its offshoots in-
cluded) something a little
more than what is taught in
the Bible?

Jesus took Peter and stated, “Upon
this rock, I found My church” (Mat-
thew 16:18). Can this not be interpret-
ed as follows: “With this person Peter
I begin to build a collection of my peo-
ple, ecclesia”?

It had nothing to do with an organi-
zation, building, membership list, doc-
trinal statement or anything like that.

The proof is in the churches
My proof: The seven churches dis-

cussed in Revelation 2-3 are simply
groups of faithful believers who gath-
ered in seven cities.

They were the ecclesia and nothing
more. They met in each other’s homes.
They did not all believe the same doc-
trines. How else could it be that Christ
was correcting various groups for dif-
ferent problems?

Something from the OT
When God worked with His people

Israel, as is frequently revealed in the
original Hebrew scriptures, He got lit-
tle cooperation.

I mean, these people had the luxury
of prophets and leadership who com-

municated with God. The message
back then was simple: “You are My
people, obey Me, and I’ll take care of
you.”

What happened most of the time?
God’s people, Israel, failed miserably
in obeying Him and trusting Him to
take care of them.

Along the way God caused it to be
that His people, for the most part, for-
got their heritage, lost track of the
promises made to their forefathers and
became the lost tribes of Israel.

But in Exodus 31 we learn of a sign
by which God’s people can identify
one another. We are told they will be
able to identify each other by the sim-
ple fact that they are Sabbath keepers.

Fast-forward to 2008
Before Jesus walked this earth God’s

people had pretty intimate contact with
their Creator through individuals God
raised up periodically to let them know
what He wanted to be done.

The canonized texts of the original
Hebrew scriptures are proof of this.

So, in our times, does God raise up
individuals to serve His purposes?
Were Herbert Armstrong and his son
among those individuals?

I cannot answer that question, nor
do I need to. I never met either one in
person, but I do know that their teach-
ings have strongly influenced my reli-

gious thinking even to this day.
Did they have to have a hierarchical

church organization to do what they
did?

I don’t know the answer to that
either. But I have also been influenced
by people who had no such organiza-
tion but who wrote and taught and
whose hard work has been preserved.

Who’s in charge?
Let me address the really big issue.

Does the Church (those to whom the
capital C applies) have any authority
over how you live?

It depends. Let me be more specif-
ic. Does a church organization

have any God-sanc-
tioned, biblically

authorized con-
t r o l  o v e r

your  life?
P l e a s e

he lp  me
here, but I
d o  n o t
know of
a n y
scripture
that indi-

cates this
to be s o

a n y w h e r e
i n  the Bible.
Some scrip-

tures do come to
mind about the au-

thority of brethren in a congre-
gation (Matthew 18:15-17; 1 Corin-
thians 5:4-5).

I’ve already mentioned my interpre-
tation of “Upon this rock . . .”

Speaking of interpretation
It seems interpretation is the area

where we get ourselves in trouble.
Nearly every group and individual ap-
pears to have an idea or two as to how
to interpret Scripture. Some even go so
far as to formalize their thoughts into
doctrines and promulgate them through
the vehicle of what they refer to as a
church.

But this is the lunacy of the whole
thing I am discussing.

The church is simply a collection of
people. Can an organized church, then,
tell the body of believers what to do or
not do?

I do not think so. At least they can-
not properly do that—unless the indi-
viduals who consider themselves to be
participants (members) of that church
allow that to happen.

To bluntly restate: No church has
any authority to claim and extend its

particular doctrine, good, bad, flawed
or otherwise, on any believer.

Further, when that church uses such
a powerful social weapon as disfel-
lowshipping to keep their membership
in line—especially when it is a per-
sonal belief that is not a threat to the
congregation—I think the leadership
of that church is pushing the limits of
what God intended for His people, the
collection of believers.

What did God have in mind?
So what did God intend?
Truthfully, I can only speculate and

offer my opinion because I confess I
have no specific spiritual insight. Only
experience. Many experiences.

I think God intended for us to be
doing exactly what we are doing at this
point in time—but without so much of
the bickering, backbiting and blatant
self-assuredness displayed by many
whom I have mentioned in this article.

Paul instructed us to gather together
and reason with one another. Let us,
the church, get back to that: more Bible
study and reasoning with one another.

Let us utilize a governance of elders
who are truly elders.

Let’s utilize what we are instructed
to do in Matthew 18:15-17 as a proper
means of conflict resolution.

Above all, while it is good to seek
absolute truth (of interpretation), let us

recognize that there never will be
complete harmonization of beliefs
among all.

I believe God wants it that way! It
allows Him to judge each of us by
what is in our hearts.

Jesus admonishes us, “If you love
Me, keep My commandments.” But it
is not good enough for many of us to
simply keep the Commandments.

Why are so many of us  legalists?
Why do we so often conclude that oth-
ers must accept our interpretation of
Scripture to be used of God.?

I am speaking here of the calendar
and similar issues.

Why can’t the concept “Alternative
calendars accommodated” be the
norm rather than the exception in the
groups? Is not that what love and the
Golden Rule are all about?

God judges us not by how nearly
perfectly we keep the Commandments
but by the intensity of our commit-
ment to try to do what pleases Him
while maintaining our love, concern
and cooperation for our brethren.

Keeping Sabbaths, feasts and clean-
meat rules is not all there is to the
Christian life. We are to love others,
help them in need, teach them, etc.

Truth is not something we use to
feel better than all of the others who do
not understand our truth. God is find-
ing out who will use the freedom we
have to love and serve others, and who
will use it to exalt themselves—or just
sit back and do little.

Conclusions matter
So, then, should we submit our-

selves to the governing authority of an
established church?

The answer to that is properly an in-
dividual choice, and I cannot see
where it has anything to do with salva-
tion. It is an issue of works and eternal
reward (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).

Believers in and out of churches have
sometimes accomplished little, and have
sometimes accomplished much.

Should we continue to debate and
discuss interpretations of Scripture?

Yes, but we should do so at the lev-
el of reasoning, not of enforced dogma.

Take the letters “Godisnowhere”
and keep in mind that in the original
Hebrew there were no separations
between words.

Does my run-together phrase mean
that “God is now here” or “God is
nowhere” or even “God I snow here”?

Do you think I am trying to be cute?
Think again. This is serious stuff and it
illustrates the extreme divisiveness
among members of the church. I am
going to quote a technical example
that teaches an important lesson from
Mr. Levitt’s Dead Sea Scrolls book:

“You saw [original authentic] manu-
scripts this morning with just conso-
nants and maybe a few marginal nota-
tions, but the Masoretes did three
things with those consonants. They in-
serted vowels according to the tradition
of the oral readings of the time. They
inserted accent marks (te’amim) and
cantillation marks (in the case of poetic
sections) so the lector knows how and
where to pause. Hershel [Shanks] was
citing from Isaiah 40 this morning.

“A voice cries: ‘In the wilderness
prepare the way of the Lord’ ” is the
way the Masoretes put the accent
marks. Matthew was free to read the
verse his way because he did not have
the advantage of the Masoretic accent
marks. He [Matthew] was able to say:

“ A voice cries in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,’ and ap-
ply it to John the Baptist.’

“The only thing different in the two
examples is the punctuation. The
Masoretic scribes’ understanding does
not tell where the voice is located, but
says that the Lord’s way would be in
the wilderness. Whereas, Matthew
understood that the voice would be in
the wilderness, but does not give a
location of the Lord’s way.

“Matthew was obviously correct as
John the Baptist cried out in the wilder-
ness, but Christ taught in both the
wilderness and the populated areas.”

I rest my case. On certain things
matters of Scripture, we may never
know for sure what was actually in-
tended until we meet God face to face.

The true understanding does not al-
ways go to the wisest or most studied,
but to whom it is revealed: “At that
time Jesus answered and said, “I thank
You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things from
the wise and prudent and have revealed
them to babes” (Matthew 11:25).

There was a problem with my being accepted into the
Worldwide Church of God. They wanted me to be rebaptized.

Continued from page 3
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33:3; 40:3; 96:1; 98:1; 144:9; 149:1;
Isaiah 42:10).

Abundance of Christian music
From that time till now the world

has been blessed with an abundance of
Christian music, praising our Father
and His Son as Creator of the universe
and Redeemer for our salvation.

Fortunately, Christian music has
largely escaped manmade denomina-
tional boundaries. Most believers will
listen to or sing the “Hallelujah Cho-
rus,” “Amazing Grace,” “Onward
Christian Soldiers” or “How Great Is
Our God” without asking about the
composer’s denomination.

Many people would be surprised to
know that the music for “Onward
Christian Soldiers” was written by
Arthur Sullivan of the Gilbert-and-
Sullivan team whose most famous
music was secular.

We feel the inspiration in these
songs, we praise our God with them,
and we feel stirred to continue our life
in Christ.

Music has been much more suc-
cessful than messages in unifying
believers over the ages. Even exclu-
sivist groups that teach they are the
only true believers rarely sing only
songs written by their own members.

They are sometimes brought back

to their senses when someone asks
them why they are praising God
with music written by people whom
their doctrine would consider unbe-
lievers.

Only in Tennessee
The Only, Tenn., Feast site is

planned for Wooten Woods in Victor
Wooten’s Center for Music and
Nature.

Mr. Wooten is considered by many
to be the best bass player currently

playing. He has won five Grammy
awards as well as being named Bass
Player of the Year by Bass Player
magazine three years in a row.

A portion of the Wooten Woods
staff will provide some of the music
and nature education.

Staffers say they are concerned
about what their music says, not sim-
ply about becoming famous or mak-
ing money.

They are well aware of our Sab-
bath- and holy-day–observing back-

ground and are encouraging us to
have this Feast.

This Feast site was originally con-
ceived by Vivian Rust, a lifelong
Feast-keeper and musician who has
worked at Wooten Woods for six years.

She has served as a singer, musi-
cian, teacher, praise-band leader and
audio engineer at many Feasts.

Vivian wrote a song with Roger
Chamberlain, “All God’s People,”
about the feast days. You can listen to
it at cogfot.org. It is an example of the

quality of recording that should be
possible for brethren everywhere in-
terested in praising God in song.

Ms. Rust will serve as the stage-
and-facilities manager for the Taber-
nacles site and can be reached at
vivianrust@aol.com.

Praise-music direction for the
Feast will be provided by Joshua and
Kimberly Edwards.

Kim is the daughter of profession-
al musicians and has been involved in
music and art all her life.

Her husband, Josh (son of my wife,
Marleen, and me), has led music for
much of his life at various Feast sites,
Church of God events and other Chris-
tian churches’ functions.

Samples of his worship leading are
at tinyurl.com/josh-leader and his
songs at reverbnation.com/joshuaed-
wards1.

Yours truly will be the Feast-site
coordinator. I was the coordinator of
small, nondenominational Feast sites
from 1995 through 2007. I am the

director of the Port Austin Bible
Campus ministry (portaustin.net) to
homeless people, which has given
shelter to 280 people for four years
now (portaustin.net).

Starting late
I am also an editor of Shepherd’s

Voice magazine (shepherdsvoicemaga-
zine.org) and author of the cbtm.info
website. Marleen and I have four
adult children, including Josh, all
involved in Christian music.

This Feast site is late getting start-
ed this year, but the prayers of the
organizers have been that those
whom God draws to this mission will
help start this concept this year.

Next year, God willing, we hope to
be ready for many more people.

There is no need to worry about
what happens when people with differ-
ent beliefs meet together. When people
are secure in their faith, and when God
is doing His work, they can peacefully
share and learn from each other.

Answers from some epistles
We can learn the principles from

the Corinthian church, which had
prophets who regularly spoke in their
congregation. How did everyone
know if the prophets’ messages were
or were not from God?

For the answer to that question,
read 1 Corinthians 14:29-33.

When Paul wrote to the Ephesians
about spiritual gifts, he further ex-
plained how mature believers can
learn from others without compro-
mising their beliefs. Read Paul’s
advice at Ephesians 4:13-15.

We encourage anyone interested in
the Feast, even if he might not be able
to attend this year, to visit cogfot.org
and contact us. We follow the “tradi-
tional” dates: this year beginning the
evening of Oct. 8 through Oct. 16.

Only in Tennessee: Feast will place special emphasis on music

The Only, Tenn., Feast site is planned for Wooten Woods
in Victor Wooten’s Center for Music and Nature.

It was as in Matthew 24:29: “Im-
mediately after the tribulation of
those days shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light,
and the stars shall fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken . . .”

The spiritual lights of the West
went out in the ’60s, darkening every-
thing.

Get ready
At the core of it was Darwinism, a

“universal acid” that, according to
Daniel Dennett, “eats through just
about every traditional concept, and
leaves in its wake a revolutionized

world-view, with most of the old
landmarks still recognizable, but
transformed in fundamental ways.”

Over the years we were warned

that America was going down, that
we had won our last war, that it won’t
be long now.

But the more our nation sinned the
more it prospered.

Why? Maybe it’s due to the ancient
prophecy (Genesis 12:3): “And I will
bless them that bless thee, and curse
him that curseth thee . . .”

America supported Israel, and
even as she sinned she was blessed.

But as our sins deepen, as we aban-
don the Bible altogether, as we
imbibe the bromides of the radical

Left. Will we always have a govern-
ment that supports Israel?

If or when our president betrays
the Jewish state, then, as Mark Steyn

would say get Ready for Armaged-
don.

Perhaps the shofars of the seventh
seal have already begun to sound.

If they are understood in a com-

pletely literal, physical sense—if the
third part of trees is to be burned up
and all green grass burned up, if the
third part of the sea is to become
blood—if this is not symbolic then
how will the Day of the Lord come as
a thief in the night? (2 Peter 3:10; 1
Thessalonians 5:2).

We have traveled a long road since
1975 in Prophecy. There’s much wa-
ter under the bridge. The lesson for
some is that the study of biblical
prophecy is futile.

Let’s eat, drink, and be merry—
and get with the praise music—for
the Lord delayeth His coming.

But, as for me and my house, we’re
still watching.

Prophecy useless? As for me and my house, we’re still watching

Let’s eat, drink, and be merry—and get with the
praise music—for the Lord delayeth His coming.

Continued from page 8

Continued from page 3

More letters from our readers

hood. This includes women. You
women are priests, not priestesses,
because “there is neither male nor fe-
male” (Galatians 3:28). But you still
are not to preach.

The job of a priest is to make inter-
cessions for others, for the sick, the
church, pastors, governmental offi-
cials, problems of others and the
peace of Jerusalem.

Another duty is to sacrifice (Ro-
mans 12:1), which is your reasonable
service.

Our thoughts are to be doing the
will of God, performing our priest-
hood and His Word. Your life will
change (verse 2). Prove. Read the
whole chapter.

Lawrence G. Mumme
Tucson, Ariz.

Kachinland update
Through THE JOURNAL we know

more about the activities of the Church
of God from around the world.

Here in Kachinland we are a few
groups scattered around the country.
Since 1995, year by year, believers
are increased here. But we cannot yet
construct a church building because
of the terrible fightings.

On the Sabbath days we gather at a
bamboo house for worship services.
We are planning to build a big hall
that will be 90 feet long and 18 feet
wide. It will be divided into two
rooms, one for worship services and

another for Sabbath school.
We estimate that US$1,000 will be

needed for the zinc roof. We hope Al-
mighty God will provide us the fund-
ing for this construction.

This year we aim to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles in our hometown,
but we don’t know about tomorrow.
The Kachin armies are preparing to
attack the Burmese armies.

Please remember us in your
prayers constantly. Church of God
members are not included yet among

the refugees. We thank God for His
merciful protection.

Pastor Lazum Brang
P.O. Na Mawn–01114

Lake Indawgyi Region
Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)

Changing days
In a recent Bible study I saw that

the word week in the original Greek is
sabbaton (Strong’s 4521).

It is used in places in the New Tes-
tament when Jesus rose from the dead
(see Matthew 28:1).

It appears that here it is saying “. . .

As it began to dawn toward the first
Sabbath.” Is this the change to the
first New Testament Sabbath on Sun-
day instead of Saturday?

The same word is in Mark 16:2, 9;
Luke 24:1; and John 20:1, 19. It is also
in Acts 20:7 and 1 Corinthians 16:2.

This can’t be the holy-day Sabbath
of the first or last day of Unleavened
Bread because the first one had just
happened and the last was yet a cou-
ple of days away.

God inspired the writers of all four

Gospels to call that day a Sabbath, and
Paul calls the first day of the week a
Sabbath in Acts 20 and 1 Corinthians 16.

This is something to think about.
Roger Pietsch
Cascade, Wis.

Olive branch for Bob
A clarification for Bob Etheridge [see

the letter headed “Inner Workings” in
issue No. 164, dated July 31, 2014]:

First, Bob is correct. He was never
a deacon, though he performed many
of the functions of one in Victoria.

We did discuss this years back, but

it slipped my mind. He and his wife
were as good as, in my opinion, for all
they did and how faithfully they
served the Church.

Further to Bob’s point that he has
not taken up with the churches of the
world, nor with the splinter groups.

That may well be so. Let no one be
under the illusion that Bob is some
kind of free-thinking agnostic. On the
Shadows of WCG blog he argued
alongside the proselytizers for “inde-
pendent Christianity.”

As I stated, Bob was not strongly
proselytizing in the same manner as
the others, so I want to make it crys-
tal-clear that I was not, and I am not,
referring to Bob when I speak of the
hypocrites and Trinitarians.

In 2007 the administrator of the
Shadows blog and its accompanying
discussion forum went to great
lengths to promote being “an inde-
pendent Christian,” and he constantly
mocked what he referred to as Chris-
tian social clubs.

The forum was promoted as “being

open for those in all walks of life”
with a background in the Church.

All of the posts made to the forum
were consistently twisted into a plat-
form for proselytizing their god.

Anyone who pointed out to the
administrator that this behavior refut-
ed his statement that the forum was
open to all was subsequently targeted
for harassment and emotional intimi-
dation via private message.

The same was true of anything said
that was out of line (in the adminis-
trator’s opinion) “theologically.” He
would send private messages that
said, “You are being offensive to
Christians and Christianity.”

All things hidden will come to
light, however, and, when it all came
out in the wash at the beginning of
2011, it turned out that the adminis-
trator, the one who so histrionically
promoted “independent Christianity”
to ex-members of the Church, was
himself (as of 2011) a Baptist hireling
over two congregations!

The theology he was trying to push
on everyone via the Shadows forum
was not “independent Christianity,”
as he called it, but denominational
Baptist dogma and theology.

These are the hypocritical Trinitari-
ans I was referring to in my last letter,
not Bob Etheridge. I apologize to Bob
if I implicated him as one of them. He
was not. Velvet Delorey

Corner Brook, Nfld., Canada

‘Let no one be under the illusion that Bob is some kind of free-
thinking agnostic. On the Shadows of WCG blog he argued
alongside the proselytizers for “independent Christianity.” ’

Continued from page 2
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DOWNERS GROVE, Ill.—The
Church of God Downers Grove
sponsored an abbreviated Chris-

tian Renewal Conference (CRC) here
on Saturday, Aug. 23, 2014.

The CRC series, which began in the
1990s, in years past had multiple guest
speakers on a weekend, with presenta-
tions on Saturday and Sunday.

Other congregations (especially
the Active Bible Church of Chicago)
have helped sponsor
the event. But over the
years some of those
congregations ceased
to participate.

Early presenters
Speakers through

the years have included Ronald Dart
of Whitehouse, Texas (who was in-
volved with the early CRCs in many
cities in several states in the ’90s),
David Antion of Pasadena, Calif., and
Wayne Cole of Tyler, Texas.

This year the group invited one
speaker, Dave Havir, who pastors the
Church of God Big Sandy.

Mr. Havir has been a speaker at the
Chicago-area CRC since 1999.

“I have had the privilege of being

asked to speak at this conference for
14 years,” Mr. Havir said.

“I missed in 2009 when the date of
the conference conflicted with a pre-
viously scheduled commitment, and
then they didn’t have a conference in
2013.”

CRC back on track?
Mr. Havir noted that he missed last

year’s conference.

“I was sure glad that they resumed
a conference again this year,” he said.
“I really missed seeing all my friends
in Chicago and the surrounding areas
of Wisconsin and Michigan.”

The one-day format this year in-
cluded an interactive Bible study, a
group lunch, a church service and a
potluck meal.

In the interactive study Mr. Havir
led a discussion, “Three Ways the
Sovereign God Creates Calamity.”

Three ways God works
He showed from the Bible three

distinct ways God works with man-
kind.

Those three methods can be de-
scribed as:

God micromanaging events, like
the birth of Jesus.

God allowing events for a spe-
cific purpose, like the story of Job.

Time and chance.

Audience
participation

After Mr. Havir in-
vited the assembly to
discuss the three ap-
proaches, audience
shared perspectives.

In his sermon Mr. Havir presented
“A Roadblock Called Denial.”

After establishing the premise that
everyone denies, he spoke of three
concepts to help people overcome
their specific areas of denial.

The three concepts:
Asking: Ask to see yourself.
Hearing unsolicited truth about

yourself.
Experiencing: Learn from your

experiences.
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Better quality of life
ALLEN, Texas—The Church of

God a Worldwide Association
sponsors humanitarian projects
through Foundation Outreach
International (FOI).

According to the CGWA’s (or
Cogwa’s) website, FOI’s mission
is to provide assistance, support
and volunteers for humanitarian
and educational projects around
the world.

The emphasis is on projects
that build character, develop
leaders and promote a better
quality of life, especially for
youths and young adults.

Some of the projects being
sponsored by FOI are in areas
such as the Middle East, Africa,
Latin American and the
Philippines.

The website states that
volunteers can get involved
by helping on one of the
projects, by making a
donation or by helping
organize a fund-raiser for
one of the projects.

FOI’s stated purpose is to
provide an avenue for people to
get involved in some manner
with humanitarian projects. The
organizers of FOI say they
believe the experience will be
life-changing.

See FOI at atinfo@
foundationoutreachintl.org.

Peter Nero in concert
EDMOND, Okla.—Armstrong

Auditorium will feature jazz
pianist Peter Nero in concert
Nov. 6, 2014.

Mr. Nero’s program, with
bassist Michael Barnett, is titled
“For Art’s Sake: A Salute to Art
Tatum.”

With a career spanning more
than 50 years, two-time Grammy
winner Mr. Nero has established
himself among the world’s
celebrated jazz pianists.

In this program he performs a
thrilling tribute to the legendary
jazz piano virtuoso Art Tatum.

Highlights include hits from
Cole Porter, Fats Waller and
George Gershwin,

Armstrong Auditorium is
sponsored by the Philadelphia
Church of God, founded by
Gerald Flurry. See pcog.org.

Church of the Great God
sets up for PayPal

CHARLOTTE, N.C.—The
Church of the Great God, found-
ed by John Ritenbaugh,
announced it now accepts tithes
and offerings on the church’s
website through PayPal in
addition to Visa and MasterCard
contributions.

This new feature makes it
possible to easily receive
overseas donations and gives
American contributors another
option.

The church’s secure donation
page is at https://secure.
cgg.org.

The CGG was organized in
1992 when Worldwide Church of
God pastor Mr. Ritenbaugh and
a group of other members
“simply and quietly removed

themselves from the WCG” after
its administration “changed one
doctrine after another.”

Based in Charlotte, N.C., the
church has a mailing list of 2,000
and an average Sabbath atten-
dance of about 400.

For more information about
the Church of the Great God,
write P.O. Box 471846, Charlotte,
N.C. 28247, U.S.A., or visit
www.cgg.org.

Michigan ministry hears
good news in case involving
zoning and chickens

PORT AUSTIN, Mich.—The
Michigan Court of Appeals on
Sept. 4, 2014, declined to hear
the case of People of Port Austin
Township vs. Norman Edwards.

Mr. Edwards, a longtime
Church of God member who

operates a
ministry for
homeless
persons at
Port Austin,
says the

decision “opens
the way to an

appeal to the Michigan
Supreme Court, which is much

more sensitive to constitutional
and basic legal values.”

The defendant, Mr. Edwards,
had been fined $100 plus costs
in Huron County Circuit Court for
having chickens in an area the
township had zoned for
businesses.

Mr. Edwards asserts that
zoning does not apply to
unincorporated churches, just as
property, income and sales tax
have not applied to such legal
entities, because of First
Amendment considerations.

“States do not pass laws
making them exempt from such
taxes,” Mr. Edwards said. “State
legislatures generally never enact
laws to regulate what churches
do on their own property.”

The courts have ruled that
zoning applies to churches, he
said. But in every case the rul-
ings were against church corpo-
rations, and Mr. Edwards and his
ministry are not incorporated.

Mr. Edwards has been vocal in
his support of the benefits of
churches in the United States
choosing not to incorporate, not
placing themselves under
optional government control as
501(c)(3) corporations.

It’s a “myth,” he said, that
donations to unincorporated
churches are not tax-deductible.

See portaustin.net/pabc/
zoning-2012. Phone Mr.
Edwards at (989) 738-7700.

Mailbox snafu
NORMANDY PARK, Wash.—

Ken Westby’s Association for
Christian Development and his
Virtual Church have a new
mailing address.

Write ACD, 17837 1st Ave. S.
No. 400R, Normandy Park,
Wash. 98148, U.S.A.

“The UPS mail office where
our [former USPS mailing
address was based] just one day
folded up and locked the doors,”
Mr. Westby said.

‘I was sure glad that they resumed a
conference again this year. I really missed

seeing all my friends in Chicago.’

By Mac Overton

Wayne Simpson of Sapulpa,
Okla., a former Worldwide
Church of God member

who is the director of his Biblical
Research Foundation, has published
three books that should be of interest
to anyone who delves into biblical
history.

They are Noah: Founder of Civili-
zations, Vol. I, and The Book of Jash-
er, Vols. I and II.

Anyone who was in or around the
church several decades ago might
remember The Compendium of World
History, Vols. I and II, written as a
doctoral thesis by Herman Hoeh.

Some may also recall Immanuel
Velokovsky’s Ages in Chaos and
Worlds in Collision. Both authors
attempted to reconstruct ancient his-
tory and reconcile it with the Bible

account. Mr. Simpson’s books are in
the same mold.

The book on Noah delves into
what legends
and old docu-
ments indicate
Noah did dur-
ing the 350 years
of his life after
the Flood.

As the human
race began ex-
panding after
the Flood, Noah
set up colonies,
p r i m a r i l y

around the Mediterranean and prima-
rily in Europe, that grew into nations.

Mr. Simpson’s Noah is mainly a
revision in modern English of a book
by Richard Lynche published in
London in 1601—The Travels of

Noah in Europe—about the first in-
habitation and peopling on the Con-
tinent.

The book is also derived from
books by Annius of Vitterbe, who
wrote in 1498. Annius in turn gave
credit to Berossus the Chaldean for
his information. Annius also claimed
to be able to read ancient Etruscan
documents and said that Etruscan was
related to Aramaic.

“Almost no one knows anything
about the last 350 years of Noah’s
life,” Mr. Simpson said. “Noah had to
ensure that everything necessary to
survive was loaded into the Ark.

“He had to ensure that it was sea-
worthy. He had to educate himself
and his family in all the knowledge of
the pre-Flood world.

“In order to deal with sickness, he

Noah and Jasher books complement Bible

See ACCORDING TO NOAH, page 21

Wayne Simpson


