
The writer, who attended Ambassa-
dor College, Bricket Wood,  1972-
1974, and graduated from AC Big
Sandy in 1976, is employed by an
international academic-services com-
pany, where she serves as senior
copywriter. She lives in Dallas, Texas.

By Linda Moll Smith

WATFORD, England—On
June 21 in the summer of
1974, students, faculty and

staff at the Worldwide
Church of God’s Am-
bassador College cam-
pus in Bricket Wood,
England, were devas-
tated by a sudden and
shocking announce-
ment.

The campus would
be closed as soon as
possible and be put up for sale. It felt,
to many who experienced it, as if they
had lost both their home, and family
members, overnight.

Nearly 40 years after that fateful

announcement, just over 200 mem-
bers, spouses and friends of that same
family gathered to recollect and re-
connect at Bricket Wood Reunion
2014, which met May 18-22 at the
Hilton hotel in Watford.

The event was the culmination of
three years of planning, beginning
with the Bricket Wood reunion in San
Diego, Calif., in May 2011.

Attendees were welcomed by the
reunion team, which included Annette
(Weatherly) and Richard Forkun of
Uxbridge, Ont., Canada; Bob Howell,
Alamogordo, N.M.; Colin Lauchlan,
London, Ont., Canada; Jill (Smith)
Berg, West Fargo, N.D.; Ken Murray,
Clermont, Qld., Australia; Linda
(Moll) Smith, Dallas, Texas; and
Tricia (Patricia Kingsmore) Hayward,
Flint, Mich.

Sunday: Welcome reception
and dinner to start

As guests arrived at the Hilton on
Sunday, they were treated to a

casual afternoon mingle in the ball-

room, complete with tea, coffee, fruit
and cheese trays and biscuits. This
also attracted local residents who
could otherwise not attend the
reunion.

Soon it was time for the welcome
reception—complete with ACBW
classic peanuts and raisins—and din-
ner that evening, also in the ballroom.

The reception was graced by dis-
plays of publications and memorabil-
ia from Bricket Wood days, including
Envoys, editions of The Portfolio and
extensive scrapbook pages brought by
former faculty member Robin Jones.

After a welcome and introduction
to the week’s activities came a slide
show of attendee student photos put
together by Ken Murray.

Then this writer, with the assistance
of Annette Weatherly, led an audi-
ence-participation session in which
prizes were awarded to the winners of
categories such as couple married
longest, most grandchildren, longest
distance traveled to the reunion, short-
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BIG SANDY, Texas—The head-
quarters congregation of the
Church of God International

(CGI), which meets in nearby Tyler,
met with the Church of God Big
Sandy (CGBS) for a church service
on the Day of Pentecost on Sunday,
June 8.

“We love meeting with our breth-
ren from the Church of God Big
Sandy,” said Charles Groce, presi-
dent of the CGI. “We enjoy a great
day of good teaching, tasty food and
enthusiastic fellowship.”

Joint effort
The church service was not only a

joint church service in the hall of the
Church of God Big Sandy, but it was
a joint effort on the Internet.

“We love hosting our friends
from the Church of God Interna-
tional in our building,” said Dave
Havir, CGBS pastor. “This year we
also hosted their Internet audience
on our Web site.”

The Church of God International
transmits its church service every
Sabbath on its Web site (cgi.org) at
11 a.m., and the Church of God Big
Sandy transmits its service every
Sabbath on its site (churchofgod-
bigsandy.com) at 2 p.m.

On the Sunday of Pentecost, the
church service was transmitted over
churchofgodbigsandy.com. The CGI
advertised the CGBS Web site for a

few weeks leading up to the feast
day so its regular audience would
not miss the service.

Classes and first sermon
After Mr. Groce, of Tyler, opened

the service with prayer, the gathered
assembly joyfully sang three hymns.

Clay Forrestier
of Gladewater
was song lead-
er, and Dixon
Cartwright of
Big Sandy was
pianist.

After  the
first song ser-
vice, an offering
was collected,
with audience
members di-

recting their offering to the church
organization of their choice.

While the offering was being col-
lected, Helen Botha of Rockwall,
Texas, played a piano solo, “The
Soldier’s Song.”

The format of the service was the
normal format of the Church of God
Big Sandy, which includes two short
sermons separated by a short break.

During the first sermon classes
are available.

The kids’ class, designed for chil-
dren before they can read, was taught
by Joni Pendley of Big Sandy.

CGI meets with CGBS
for Day of Pentecost service

A jolly good time was had by all at the reunion
of the Ambassador College Bricket Wood family

THE JOURNAL lists contact in-
formation, locations and
dates of Feast of Taber-

nacles observances for 2014 in this
issue on page 31.

If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.

It is best to include all nine days
in the date.

For example, many observanc-
es this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

The Journal’s
Feast listing
in this issue

BILL HICKS AND WHAID ROSE—Whaid Rose (right), chairman of the General
Conference of the Church of God (Seventh Day), based in Denver, Colo., and Bill
Hicks, until recently international director of the church’s missions, smile for a photo-
graph at a conference sponsored by Art Mokarow in Conroe, Texas, in 2010. See
“CG7 Denver’s Director of Missions Censured, Resigns,” beginning on this page of
THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright]

By Edward Malone

Church of God (Seventh Day)
local pastor and International
Ministerial Congress execu-

tive director William “Bill” Hicks re-
signed from the General Conference
of the Church of God (Seventh Day),
based in Denver, Colo., on or about
June 10, 2014.

Mr. Hicks’ resignation came during
a disciplinary process the denomina-
tion’s Ministerial License and Cre-
dentials Committee had initiated be-
cause he allegedly posted “inflamma-
tory and defamatory E-mails” con-
cerning leaders of the church.

An official written statement from
the 200-congregation denomination’s
North American Ministerial Council
president, Samuel Holland, stated the
church’s official position on the matter.

Discipline and restoration
It said that Mr. Hicks, the pastor of

a congregation near Bristol, Tenn.,
agreed in August 2013 to undergo a
ministerial disciplinary and restora-
tion process under which he would
“stop the inflammatory E-mails and
would work with a member of the
License & Credentials Committee as
his appointed counselor.”

Mr. Holland further stated that Mr.
Hicks had violated the agreement.

Although THE JOURNAL is not aware
of exactly what Mr. Hicks said in
2013 to prompt the disciplinary pro-
cess in the first place, the proverbial
straw that broke the camel’s back

could have been his publication of a
May 19, 2014, online newsletter.

The publication was titled “Want-
ed: Church Organizations That Care
More About Your Soul Than Your As-
sets!” In it Mr. Hicks alleged that the
church’s national board of directors
had spent more than $80,000 for legal
advice on how to adopt a new consti-
tution to enable it to exercise control
over local church assets.

“Now that the [Denver-based] CoG7
General Conference has formed a ‘com-
mittee’ which is preparing to reveal
their recommendations on a complete-
ly new constitution in advance of their
general conference next year, it is high
time all local churches wake up and see
what is going on,” Mr. Hicks wrote.

“The sales pitch is always something
like this: ‘If you give the us (the denom-
ination) full control over all power and
assets of the local church, we can do a
better job of preaching the gospel.’ ”

Motion to suspend
The Denver denomination of the

Church of God (Seventh Day) appar-
ently did not take kindly to Mr. Hicks’
newsletter. According to Mr. Holland’s
official church statement, Mr. Hicks
resigned the day before the church’s
license-and-credentials committee was
scheduled to vote on a motion to sus-
pend Mr. Hicks’ credentials.

Mr. Hicks, however, said the disci-
plinary counseling process was a
“token counseling charade” and that

CG7 Denver’s director of
missions censured, resigns

ROANOKE, IND.—The board of directors of
United Christian Ministries
has “reached the difficult

decision” to dissolve the “corporate
entity.”

Ray Wooten, founder with his
wife, Peggy, of UCM, died Feb. 9,
2014. In the wake of Mr. Wooten’s
death the UCM board held several
formal and informal meetings to
discuss the ministry’s future, wrote
Alan Boyer, president and chair-
man of the board, in a letter to UCM supporters.

Mr. Boyer, Mr. Wooten’s son-in-law, said all planned
events sponsored by UCM have been canceled, includ-
ing the 2014 Feast of Tabernacles observance sched-
uled for Pigeon Forge, Tenn.

Board members dissolve
UCM corporate entity

MILFORD, Ohio—The United Church of God
announced that it will have six camps for
teenagers and eight preteen camps in 2014.

The six teen camps are Camp Cotubic, Ohio (June
15-21), Camp Pinecrest, Mo. (June 20-27), Hye Sierra,
Calif. (June 29-July 6), Camp Woodmen, Ala. (June
29-July 6), Northwest Camp, Ore. (July 20-27), and
Winter Camp, Wis. (Dec. 24-31).

The eight preteen camps are Tomahawk, in Tennes-
see (June 10-13), Colorado (June 15-18), in the Texas
Piney Woods (June 22-25), Kiwanis in Pennsylvania
(July 13-16), Ironwood in Minnesota (July 20-23),
Buckeye in Ohio (Aug. 3-6), Northwest in Oregon
(Aug. 3-6) and Southwest in Arizona (dates to be an-
nounced later).

United Church of God
announces camps

Ray Wooten

See 200 EX-STUDENTS, page 4

See CGI-CGBS, page 16

Linda Moll
Smith

See BILL HICKS, page 5

John Reedy
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In defense of Fred Coulter

Fred Coulter is completely cor-
rect about you. And everything
he says about you is true.

[See “Minister Fred Coulter Criti-
cizes THE JOURNAL in Videos Avail-
able on His Church’s Web site,” issue
No. 162, dated May 31, 2014.]

What he doesn’t say, but what I
know, is that you do not believe in the
authority or inspiration of the Bible.
You have a serious disagreement with
God.

Did God order the genocide of en-
tire nations? Yes, Christ did. Did God
say that “happy” is the warrior who
dashes Babylon’s children against the
wall and splatters their brains? Yes,
He did.

I didn’t say it. God said it through
the mouth of the coming divine ruler
over the remnants of Israel in the Mil-
lennium.

Modern Israel will be decimated in
the coming holocaust. A lot of igno-
rant people are going to die because
they are not being warned. But, then,
the Creator of the universe has all the
ability to create or recreate anything.

But you don’t. You need to consid-
er this if you are ever going to con-
front Him about His inadequacies.

Fred Coulter is not only a believer
in the infallible words of God, he is
actively working to restore the under-
standing of the New Testament church,
the apostolic church, to those who de-
sire to know.

I have read every issue of THE
JOURNAL cover to cover since the be-
ginning of my subscription. You have
a lot of paying writers. Some have
good information; many don’t.

I never cease to be amazed at the
continual flow of verbiage that can be
sustained without a single iota of truth
being discharged.

I see two men, both graduates of
Ambassador College. One of them, a
principled man who took the scriptur-
al walk away from evil, is doing the
will of God and trying to wake up the
ignorant and teach truth. He is not
going to have blood on his hands
when the crap hits the fan.

The other one is promoting himself,
and using politics to “engage” a bunch
of religious competitors and conflicted
agenda pushers, each trying to pro-
mote themselves or their agenda.

Fred may be entirely correct: Noth-
ing worthwhile can come of this ad-
vancement of heresy.

There is some entertainment value
in reading THE JOURNAL and compar-
ing writing styles. I also enjoy read-
ing Dean Koontz and corresponding
with him.

David Froloff
Sacramento, Calif.

Jesus was reluctant
I thought I might make a brief com-

ment on Edward Malone’s front-page
contribution to issue No. 162 [“Min-
ister Fred Coulter Criticizes THE JOUR-
NAL in Videos Available on His Church’s
Web site”].

Dixon Cartwright’s comment “For
many years now this kind of thing is
not something I take sides on” may
not set well with some.

Sadly, some Christians see other
Christians as enemies if they do not
take sides and support their assump-
tions, interpretations and priorities.

I also often keep my convictions to
myself lest others are unable to be gra-
cious to my beliefs.

The Scriptures tell us that for Chris-
tians all things are legal but not all
things edify. Some things do edify
more than others do. However, fuss-
ing and calling people names when
we believe they are spiritually blind
cannot edify much.

If a man’s mother is a poor cook,
that situation may not seem edifying.
Nevertheless, it will keep him from
throwing his mother’s great cooking
in his wife’s face. That is edifying.

Knowledge puffs up, and we could
become so knowledgeable we may
not think we need love or faith.

It is said there are two kinds of peo-
ple in the world. One is doing some-
thing and the other is criticizing. If we
are doing something, we do not have
time to worry about what everyone
else is doing.

One of the main reasons there are
so many differing ideas in Christianity
is that Jesus was so reluctant to criti-
cize others so we do not know defi-

nitely where He stood on many issues.
Some people’s idea of defending

the faith does not seem to have much
to do with the spirit of love, power and
a sound mind.

Phillip Griffith
Delight, Ark.

Heresies, hypocrisy or helpfulness
I started to read the JOURNAL article

about Fred Coulter’s criticism of THE
JOURNAL and these scriptures came to
mind.

1 Corinthians 14:19: “Yet in the
church I had rather speak five words
with my understanding, that by my
voice I might teach others also, than
ten thousand words in an unknown
tongue.”

Verses 30-31: “If anything be re-
vealed to another that sitteth by, let the
first hold his peace. For ye may all
prophesy one by one, that all may
learn, and all may be comforted.”

James 3:17: “But the wisdom that
is from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, and easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without
partiality, and without hypocrisy.”

Who is it who condemns? Who is it
who judges another’s works? Who is
pointing the finger?

Did we go to our brother about a
fault and restore him or just slander
someone else?

What’s the point of the
different ministries? One

man lets everyone con-
tribute, and other man

does all the talking
himself.

Jesus said you will
know them by their

fruits.
Dale Dupont

Milwaukee, Wis.

E-mail to Mr. Coulter
Below is an E-mail I sent

to Fred Coulter. Seems Fred
is confused about how many

“evenings” are in a day.
[See “Minister Fred Coulter Criti-

cizes THE JOURNAL in Videos Avail-
able on His Church’s Web Site,” issue
No. 162, dated May 31, 2014.]

Fred, seemingly, is not sure if “the
Passover lamb is to be slain on the
evening beginning on the 14th or the
evening ending the 14th.”

Evenings always begin the day
(night hours). Mornings, the daylight
hours. One of each does a day make.

You [Dixon Cartwright] were ab-
solutely correct in your reply. You
can’t invite dialogue and then com-
pletely control it, though I’m reason-
ably sure you have vetoed some from
time to time.

It’s good practice for the Body of
Christ to recognize untruths, if they so
be—or maybe see where we were
wrong and change.

Here’s my E-mail to Fred Coulter:
__________

Dear Fred Coulter: Been reading
Edward Malone’s article [“Minister
Fred Coulter Criticizes THE JOURNAL
in Videos Available on His Church’s
Web Site”] in THE JOURNAL dated May
31, 2014.

It demonstrates that you, and Mr.
Malone, desperately need to read the

articles in THE JOURNAL titled “The
Sacred Calendar: Did the Creator God
Carve It in Stone?” in the September-
December 2008 issue (No. 132) and
two other articles, “We’ve Been Par-
taking of the Wrong Kind of Bread at
Passover” and “Would You Believe
the Bible Teaches We Should Have a
Leavened Days of Unleavened Bread?”
in the November 2010 issue (No. 143).

No heresy here, Mr. Coulter. They
are all filled with scriptural validity.

You are, however, correct when
you say that THE JOURNAL is filled with
a lot of unscriptural dialogue that
could in fact lead some astray from
the truth of God. However, God can
purify His Church.

William R. Neely
Pottstown, Pa.

Work out your own salvation
I hope you have recovered from the

chastisement of Fred Coulter [see the
lead article in issue No. 162, dated
May 31, 2014].

Seriously, Fred simply does not un-
derstand that salvation, for each and
every one of those who are called
believers, cannot be limited to one
idea only. As far as he’s concerned, his
idea is the only one.

Do you publish heresy in THE JOUR-
NAL? Of course. There are one, two,
three (and, as far as I’m concerned,

perhaps billions) of Gods. No matter
the choice, there must be heresy with-
in those three (or four) choices.

Is Fred that different from the
Pharisees, who thought they had eter-
nal life and in reality were deceiving
themselves?

THE JOURNAL offers mostly non-dic-
tator-led believers the chance to
choose for themselves. Fred, from the
limited knowledge I have of his writ-
ings, seemingly looks at his followers
as in chains and those outside of his
following as sheep being led to the
slaughter.

Fred, lighten up.! You are not the
Messiah. For that you should be
thankful and not try to be the Messiah.

Scripture tells us: “It is not that we
should be greater than the Messiah,
but that we should be as the Messiah”
(paraphrasing).

The Messiah did not turn any away,
unless they chose to turn themselves
away. Take care that you are not of the
turning-away ones.

Ray Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net

Lincoln, N.D.

Renewed interest
Your latest JOURNAL arrived, and a

couple of issues prompted me to write
to you regarding the recent articles on
Waco, Sneider and Coulter, which have
captured a degree of new interest. Be-
fore this, I’d lost interest in all the
goings-on.

I thought you did a much-needed
job concerning the rigid stance of Fred
Coulter. You handled it tactfully, in good
taste and a bit quizzically, leading one to
appreciate the humorous implications.

Like you say, Fred needs to relax. It
is not good to wear one’s shorts too
tight. Bravo!

Gary Arvidson
Kings Mountain, N.C.

Field-dressing deer and lambs
In the latest JOURNAL I noticed that

Fred Coulter takes issue with Dan
Botha’s article on killing a lamb for
Passover.

I have to side with Mr. Coulter on
this. In my younger days I deer-hunted
a lot and field-dressed or helped field-
dress many deer. With a sharp knife
and skill, field-dressing (eviscerating,
or gutting) takes only a few minutes.

Once in camp, two or three people
could quickly (15 or 20 minutes) skill
the carcass, and it could be quartered
in about the same amount of time.

A white deer, on average, is larger
than a large domestic goat, so I would
think a goat or lamb would be ready
for cooking even faster.

Mac Overton
Gilmer, Texas

Sense of bemusement
This time it was not with a sense of

bemusement but with a profound
sense of shock that I read Velvet Delo-
rey’s response to my recent letter (and
also shocked that THE JOURNAL would
print it without checking the facts).

[Mr. Etheridge’s letter appeared in
issue No. 161 and Miss Delorey’s in
issue No. 162, dated May 31, 2014.]

While I admire Velvet’s passion for
her beliefs, I must point out a number
of factual errors in her submission that
borders on the libelous and hope that
the editor will print them in an effort

to clear my name.
I have never been a deacon, or

held any official office, in any church
or congregation.

I have never been part of any
cadre of professing Christians (see
further remarks below).

I have never proselytized anyone
to return to the ways of this world.

Many years ago I was on the Inter-
net discussing the hypocrisy and lack
of logic in what we knew as God’s
church, as were many others during
the great exodus from the WCG.

For many years now I have rarely
been in touch with those I knew during
my 38 years in the church. Velvet was
just a child/teenager when she was in
the Victoria congregation, and she
knows nothing of my life today, nearly
20 years since most of us left the WCG.

I am not a believer in the religion
of the god of this world.

I take great exception to the
“guilty by way of association” with pro-
fessing Christians. I agree wholeheart-
edly with Velvet’s experience of pro-
fessing Christians. Indeed, that is why I,
and presumably Velvet and many oth-
ers, left the WCG in the first place.

In my case I attended several of the
WCG offshoots and found the same
men, practicing the same power-hun-
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‘Did God order the genocide of entire nations? Yes, Christ did.
Did God say that happy is the warrior who dashes Babylon’s

children against the wall and splatters their brains? Yes, He did.’

Please let THE JOURNAL
know when you move
Please send your old and new addresses to
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
U.S.A., or to the appropriate address listed
in the box at the top of this page. Or you
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info@thejournal.org or leave a voice mes-
sage at 1-866-949-7294 to report your
address change.

Please notice

V iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay or other feature in THE JOURNAL
are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and should not be
viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor do they nec-

essarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and fea-
tures are presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among
readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters and articles of
response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.

See MORE LETTERS, page 13
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This author is a diversity consultant
and trainer for corporations interna-
tionally. She coauthored Managing the
Mosaic, a book that addresses health-
care demographics. She is a graduate
of Ambassador College and has an
M.B.A. from Northwestern University.
She resides with her husband, Ken, pas-
tor of the independent Church of God
Downers Grove.

By Trisha Svehla

DOWNERS GROVE, Ill.—We
hear a lot about political cor-
rectness, apologies and cen-

sorships such as with the owner of the
Los Angeles Clippers basketball team.

As a consultant working with large
corporations, I am bombarded with
participants saying the pendulum has
swung too far and that their freedom of
speech is being negatively impacted.

I have to remind the participants
that your freedom of speech must be
checked at the door if it is hurtful or
illegal in the workplace.

But this article is not about political
correctness or diversity in corporate
America. It is a fact that diversity di-
vides the Sabbath-keeping Churches
of God.

Forget the modifier
Forget the descriptive adjective in

front or at the end of a church’s name:
for example, Church of
God a Worldwide As-
sociation, United Church
of God, or Living Church
of God.

I recently ran into
this head-on. Amber
Warrington, a young
woman in our congregation, went to a
singles’ group run by one of the larger
Churches of God. At the event the
attendees discussed how great it
would be if they could have a Feast
site dedicated to singles and talked
about the possibility of a cruise.

Amber came back and talked to my
husband, Ken Svehla, pastor of the
Church of God Downers Grove, about
sponsoring such an event.

Ken agreed reluctantly because we
had already done three Feast of Taber-
nacles cruises and are asked every

year at the Feast when our group will
do another one.

To date, about 40 people have
signed up from independent Churches

of God. But the
singles from the
larger churches
are being dis-
couraged by their
pastors from get-
ting involved or
attending an “out-
side” Feast, a
Feast not organ-
ized by their par-
ticular church.

Discourage-
ment from the

ministry carries a lot of clout, es-
pecially in churches where you still
need permission to go to a Feast of
Tabernacles observance outside of
your assigned site.

This was discouraging to Amber,
who is working hard to put together a
great group of seminars and activities
focused on the challenges of the sin-
gles of the Churches of God.

Nonsupporting COG denominations
In my attempt to help her, I reached

out to the presidents of two of the larg-
er groups. Needless to say, the re-
sponse from the these two groups was
disappointing.

What is missing from these non-
supportive responses?

What is missing is one of the key
characteristics of the seven habits of
highly effective people (or groups of
people): that of win-win and the char-
acter trait of the abundance mentality.

Most people and particularly the
Churches of God leadership subscribe
to the scarcity mentality. Think about
when you meet new people at a Feast
site and they ask where you attend
church. The next question is usually
“How many people are in your group?”

Does it matter? Does a number in-
dicate quality or conversion?

The importance of being numbered
If these larger church groups were

thinking win-win, they would each say:
“Wow, what can we do to make this the
best Feast cruise for our singles that we
can?” and not worry over “substantial
demographics” of who goes where.

Every year at the Feast one of the
first things leadership wants to an-
nounce is how many people attended
at each location.

Have you ever heard an announce-
ment about how many people from all
the groups are attending the Feast
worldwide?

Wouldn’t it be refreshing to know
how many people up and down the
coast of Florida or California are keep-
ing God’s festivals, not just in the
church with your favorite adjective?

There will always be diversity in
the Churches of God.

For example, some think you should
keep the Feast at different times. But
they are still keeping the Feast.

Some think you should keep Pente-
cost on Sunday, others on Monday.
But they are still keeping Pentecost.

One guess
Guess what. Lightning did not ap-

pear from heaven and strike us dead
whether we were keeping
Monday or Sunday.

The major i ty  of  the
Churches of God have far
more in common than they
have differences. It’s our
intolerance separates us.

My purpose in writing
this article for THE JOURNAL is to help
Amber create that exciting Feast of
Tabernacles experience for the singles
in the Churches of God.

She has a great idea and is working
hard to put together a memorable
Feast experience for singles who
want to meet for eight glorious days
at sea and enjoy the fellowship, mes-
sages and support of likeminded
Christians.

If this is you, please go to our Web
site, cogdg.org, or get the PDF at
tinyurl.com/cgdg2014.

Columns and commentary
Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL. The follow-
ing is an update of an article that ap-
peared in the September 2004 issue
(No. 92) of THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Since I like
to help people who have been
traumatized by domineering

religious organizations, I would
like to recommend a
particular book to read-
ers of THE JOURNAL.

Crisis of Conscience
is about the struggle be-
tween loyalty to God and
loyalty to one’s religion.
The author is Raymond
Franz, a former member
of the Governing Body
of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

This 428-page book is advertised as
a penetrating view of a religion’s gov-
erning council and its dramatic power
over members’ lives.

What’s the issue?
Let’s go to the beginning of the

book and identify Mr. Franz’s main
issue.

On page 1 he writes that the exam-
ples found in his book “may have lit-
tle of the high drama found in the
heresy trial of a John Wycliffe, the
intrigue of the international hunt for

an elusive William Tyndale, or the
horror of the burning at the stake of a
Michael Servetus.”

Struggle to hold true to conscience
From page 2: “The people I write of

are from among those I know most
intimately, persons who have been
members of the religious group known
as Jehovah’s Witnesses. I am sure, and

there is evidence to show, that their
experience is by no means unique,
that there is a similar stirring of
conscience among people of var-

ious faiths. They face the
same issue that Peter and
John and men and women
of later centuries confront-
ed: the struggle to hold
true to personal conscience

in the face of pressure from
religious authority. [All em-

phasis is Mr. Franz’s.]
“For many it is an emotional tug-

of-war. On the one hand, they feel
impelled to reject the interposing of
human authority between themselves
and their Creator; to reject religious
dogmatism, legalism and authoritari-
anism, to hold true to the teaching that
Christ Jesus, not any human religious
body, is ‘the head of every man.’

“On the other hand, they face the
risk of losing lifelong friends, seeing
family relationships traumatically af-
fected, sacrificing a religious heritage
that may reach back for generations.

At that kind of crossroads, decisions
do not come easy.”

Mr. Franz continues by showing a
remarkable contrast about conscience.

Honest differences prompt
judicial proceedings

On page 6 he writes: “. . . They
[Jehovah’s Witnesses] have taken
some fifty cases to the Supreme Court
of the United States in defense of their
freedom of conscience . . . In other
countries they have experienced se-
vere persecution, arrests, jailing, mob-
bings, beatings, and official bans pro-
hibiting their literature and preaching.

“How, then, is it the case that today
any person among their members who
voices a personal difference of view-
point as to the teachings of the orga-
nization is almost certain to face judi-
cial proceedings and, unless willing to
retract, is liable for disfellowship?”

Mr. Franz expresses his understand-
ing for the need of unity, of order, of
protection from pernicious teaching
and of a proper respect for authority.

But on page 7 he asks some good
questions:

What is the effect when spiritual
“guidance” becomes mental domina-
tion, even spiritual tyranny?

What happens when the desir-
able qualities of unity and order are
substituted for by demands for institu-

A ‘Crisis of Conscience’ opens eyes

The writer is a former member of
the Worldwide Church of God and
Philadelphia Church of God. He
writes here and on his Web site,
church-of-god. info/Fai thful-
Men.htm, under a pseudonym. This
article © 2014 by Gun Lap.

By Gun Lap

We think we live in violent
times, and of course to
some extent we do.

The evening news regularly car-
ries stories and images of war,
terror and murder.

But the big question is
whether violence is going
up or down—because, if
violence is not going up,
how can we be in the end
times?

Better angels
Stephen Pinker, author of the

2012 book The Better Angels of Our
Nature: Why Violence Has De-
clined, has studied the trend of vio-
lence in history, and his data show,
surprisingly to many, that violence is
going down.

According to Dr. Pinker, whether

we believe it or not we may be living
in the most peaceful time in human
history. People who think violence is
going up don’t realize how much
violence there was in the past.

The Bible doesn’t set dates
The Bible does not say we are in

the end times now; it does not give a
date. It gives us only signs to look for.

One of the major signs is that
of violence. “You will hear of

wars and rumors of
wars” (Matthew
24:6).

The Churches
of God have been
telling us that
violence has
been going up.

Herbert Arm-
strong lived during the time of two
major conflicts: World Wars I and II.
In such a time it was easy to con-
clude that violence was going up,
and for those few years it was.

But we need to look at the whole
picture (we were always told to “get
the big picture” in any situation) and
do the math.

Do the math: World violence
is decreasing, not increasing

Trisha Svehla

Diversity? Why can’t we all just get along?

Ministers want people to live good lives so they
won’t have to lie at people’s funerals!

The writer is an independent
Church of God member living in
East Texas. He is married and has
two natural children and two step-
children. His family enjoys the fel-
lowship at the Church of God Big
Sandy and the Church of God Inter-
national in Tyler.

By Wesley Worthen

TYLER, Texas—It was origi-
nally my intention to write
this article with reference to

specific people and events.
But, in light of rational thought, I

have decided to condense what is
stated here.

I do not desire to offend people,
though I do it on a regular basis, it
seems. My blunt statements and out-
right lack of a desire to sugarcoat
my words make some people un-
nerved.

Sometimes this is unavoidable.
Sometimes I should keep my mouth
shut, even when I am correct.

Still, I find the need to share my
thoughts on how to deal with adver-
sity. My wife and children have had

to suffer the consequences of being
part of a family whose majority
seems neither loving nor cares to be

a family.
This means

no family pic-
nics, no get-
ting together
to fellowship
and no spend-
ing time with
c h i l d r e n ,
grandchildren,
nieces and ne-
phews.

This is in far contrast to another
side of the family that shows love,
support and generosity in massive
quantities.

We have both been absolutely
stunned at how far some will go to
turn away their own flesh and blood
and others welcome even the off-
spring of the in-laws as their own.

The stark contrast between the two
sides of the family is so amazing and
upsetting.

How does one deal with such?

Family matters: What’s
a Christian to do?

Wesley Worthen

See TRAILS THAT COME, page 31

See WHEN IT COMES, page 5

See CHURCH LEADER, page 6

Most people and particularly
the Churches of God leadership

subscribe to the scarcity mentality.
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200 ex-students, faculty and staff meet near Bricket Wood
est distance traveled to the reunion,
and more.

During the lighthearted session,
Winston Bothwell, local reunion
coordinator, took home a special
award for most years worked for the
Bricket Wood campus, and Sonia
Brough brought down the house by
winning the award for most bottles of
wine at home: more than 3,000!

Former glories: A visit to the
campus grounds

The next morning reunioneers board-
ed travel coaches to ride the short

distance to the grounds of the former
Ambassador Bricket Wood campus,

near St. Albans, Hertsfordshire.
Originally one of the grandest es-

tates in the area with a storied history,
the Hanstead House, as it was origi-
nally named, was owned by the Sir
David Yule family beginning in 1902.

When the sole heir, Gladys Yule,
died in 1957, the estate, including
gardens, greenhouse, aviary, stables
and western lodge, was put up for
sale and was purchased in 1959 by
Worldwide Church of God founder
Herbert W. Armstrong for the equiv-
alent of $22,800.

AC Bricket Wood began the next
year, in 1960, with 35 students.

After the campus closed in 1974
and sold in 1978, it has been used as a
training center, management-training
college and public sporting facility.

A property-development company,
St. Congar Park Limited, bought it in
April 2012 with the aim of develop-
ing a residential housing and green-
belt area and parkland. Plans are dis-
played at hansteadpark.co.uk.

Meanwhile, the campus these days
is often used for filming—appropri-
ately, since Lady Yule played a key

role in the formation of Pinewood
Film Studios.

On Monday, when reunion visitors
arrived, a film crew had taken a break
from a location set in the Gate Lodge,
the former residence of Chancellor
Armstrong when visiting the campus.

The first order of the day was a
group photo on the south lawn of Me-
morial Hall. This was accomplished
by a local professional photographer,
hired for the occasion, who shot the
group from the second-floor balcony.

Fortunately, the weather was per-
fect and remained so throughout the
four days of the reunion.

Although unable to view inside
buildings, the reunion group strolled

the grounds for several hours, many
commenting on how the former cam-
pus had seen better days.

Though still lush, it was shabby
around the edges, with the lower gar-
dens neglected and the rose garden
gone completely.

Still, most in the group expressed
how moved they were to have the
opportunity to revisit the campus site
once more.

After bidding farewell to the cam-
pus, the group traveled on by bus to
spend the afternoon in nearby St.
Albans, visiting the historic cathedral,
the Roman ruins and related Veru-
lamium Museum, Ye Olde Fighting
Cocks (reputedly the oldest licensed
inhabited inn in England) and other
attractions.

This writer, Linda Moll Smith,
served as hostess for an afternoon tea,
enjoyed by a dozen reunion visitors.
It was on the patio of St. Michael’s
Manor Hotel, on private parkland just
off picturesque Fishpool Street in St.
Albans, and labeled as “scrumptious”
by more than one participant.

That evening the group repaired to

the Toby Carvery Pub next door to the
Hilton for dinner and a spirited sing-
along led by State of the Heart Min-
istries musician Ross Jutsum.

If it’s Tuesday, this must
be Parliament

On Tuesday it was back on the
buses for a trip to London and a
splendid treat: private tours of the
U.K.’s Parliament by sitting MP for
Brighton and Hove Michael Weath-
erly, brother of reunion organizer An-
nette Weatherly.

The group enjoyed light refresh-
ments and a champagne toast on the
glass-fronted terrace by the Thames
and a short speech by Mr. Weatherly

giving his insights into the operations
of government.

For example, when summoned to
vote on an issue, members of Parlia-
ment have only minutes to comply
and, to be counted, must vote one at a
time in person. And who knew that
current usage of the verb lobby
sprang from constituents meeting
their MPs about concerns in the—
what else?—lobby of Parliament?

The group spent the remaining
hours before busing back to Watford
that evening touring the sights of
London, including the London Eye,
Buckingham Palace, Westminster Ca-
thedral, the British Museum and the
theater district.

Wednesday highlights: Hatfield
House and gala dinner and dance

On Wednesday the group steeped it-
self in the gracious history and un-

common beauty of Hatfield House, one
of the “Treasure Houses of England.”

The grand home itself is filled with
treasures, such as the famed Ermine
Portrait of Queen Elizabeth I, and it is
sited on acres of beautifully mani-

cured gardens that have seen the pass-
ing of centuries.

The Great British Sculpture Show
presently installed there served as an
added delight.

That evening the group gathered
for a slide show prepared by Leo and
Jane Van Pelt shown during the excel-
lent buffet-style dinner, for which the
Hilton staff earned a standing ovation.

Sonia Brough and Wayne Garratt
reprised their emcee role at San
Diego’s reunion by leading a table-
topics session, which resulted in sto-
ries of hilarious hijinks—mostly
about dates gone wrong and driving
faculty cars too fast—all seemingly
ending in crashes.

Following thank-yous and ac-
knowledgements on behalf of the
reunion team, the evening’s entertain-
ment was provided by Fiona McLean-
Day and Peter Day, of their own
jukeboxpromotions.co.uk entertain-
ment group, giving reuniongoers am-
ple reason to take to the dance floor
and kick up their heels.

Features of the evening: Duncan
McLean (Fiona’s father, known by
many as Bricket Wood band and
choir director) played his trumpet.
Some people (who shall remain un-
named) donned grass skirts and

danced the hula. Many whirled to the
traditional Gay Gordon (some of us
for the first time).

The evening ended with linked
arms and swaying in time, somewhat
tearfully, to “Auld Lang Syne.”

Thursday’s good-bye hugs

On Thursday morning reunion-
goers gathered one last time to

share memories and laughter over the
proper English breakfast served by
the Hilton in its Atelier Bistro.

There were hugs proffered all
around, promises to keep in touch and
questions including: When is the next
reunion?

Oddly enough, within half an hour
of the end of the Bricket Wood re-
union 2014, at noon on Thursday, the
perfectly English flowery and bowery
May we had been enjoying turned
into a two-day downpour.

For all of us who attended, from
every continent but Antarctica, it is
safe to say we are so grateful for re-
union time well and lovingly spent.

Please see our Bricket Wood Face-
book page and bricketwoodreunion.
info. Visitors can also see well-wish-
ers’messages and an in-remembrance
section, listing deceased members of
the Bricket Wood family.

I’ve heard it said, and I believe it, that all of us who
experienced Bricket Wood are connected by invisible bands

of friendship. They may stretch, but they never break.

Continued from page 1
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BRICKET WOOD IN 1974 AND 2014—The group pho-
tos on pages 4 and 5 depict students and faculty and staff
members of the Bricket Wood, England, campus of Ambas-

sador College. Above: Students, faculty members and oth-
er staffers gather for a farewell photograph. Photo on page
5: Former students, with spouses and friends, pose nearly

40 years later for a photograph during the reunion near
Bricket Wood in 2014. [Above photo courtesy Linda Moll
Smith; photo on page 5 by Steve Pearcy]

Free subscriptions to
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Yes, there’s a catch. THE JOURNAL is a private
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paid subscriptions, see information on pages 2 and 40 of this issue.)



Issue No. 163 (June 30, 2014) THE JOURNAL 5

We must not assume. The Second
World War ended a long time ago
(69 years ago, in 1945). Since that
time violence has gone
down, not up. We might
now be living in the
most peaceful time in
history.

This comes as a great
surprise to people who
live by impressions and
shortsighted data rather
than by historical trends.
People rely too much on
sensationalist daily news,
which focuses on cur-
rent events and other
short-term trends.

A matter of belief
Some people will refuse to believe

that violence is in decline. They will
not look at the actual data.

The two world wars of the early
20th century were temporary blips.
They did not lead to the end, and they
were not signs of the end. And there

are no conflicts in the
world today even
close to that scale.

Does he have
the facts?

The biography of
Steven Pinker on Ama-
zon says:

“Steven Pinker is
one of the world’s lead-
ing authorities on lan-
guage and the mind.
His popular and high-
ly praised books in-
clude The Stuff of
Thought, The Blank

Slate, Words and Rules, How the Mind
Works, and The Language Instinct.

“The recipient of several major

awards for his teaching, books, and
scientific research, Pinker is Harvard
College Professor and Johnstone
Family Professor of Psychology at
Harvard University. He also writes
frequently for The New York Times,

Time, The New Republic, and other
magazines” (June 23, 2014).

History’s long trends
So, apparently, Dr. Pinker has a

reputation to keep. Therefore I doubt
if he made up the data in his book. I
presume he has the facts.

Has anyone refuted him? In spite of
my many years in the Churches of God,
I never heard them look at the facts
about violence from the long trends of
history. They just told scary stories,
talked about any bad news they could

tie in with prophecy and shouted dire
warnings from the pulpit.

A challenge to churches
Dr. Pinker’s book stands as a chal-

lenge to these churches. Can they
prove him wrong? Can they refute his
data? If not, then how can we be in

the end times?
Ministers who mislead people into

thinking we are living in the end
times seem to ignore the facts: the
actual numbers, the big picture. They
are misguided. They are the blind

who lead the blind.
Are some of them bad guys? “. . .

Evil men and impostors will proceed
from bad to worse, deceiving and
being deceived” (2 Timothy 3:13).

Want to see the data? Watch the
video at tinyurl.com/pinkerviolence to
hear Steven Pinker talk about violence.

Since World War II violence has gone down,
not up. We might now be living in the

most peaceful time in history.

When it comes to violence, do the facts support our beliefs?

AACC  BBrriicckkeett  WWoooodd  rreeuunniioonn  iinn  22001144

Continued from page 3

he was not aware that any vote to sus-
pend his ministerial credentials was
pending when he resigned.

“Wow, imagine an extended period
of counseling of maybe 3 or 4 tele-
phone calls with a pastor and friend,”
he wrote in a public posting on his
Facebook page. “What a spin!”

For crying out loud?
Mr. Hicks said the real reason he

resigned was that he refused to re-
main silent about the denomination’s
plans to wrestle autonomy away from
the local churches.

“I could only keep charges against
me at bay IF I refused to speak out
again on what has happened to myself
and others in the press toward a ‘new’
constitution and bylaws for the grow-
ing bureaucratic, wasteful, and unjust
General Conference administration
that, if passed, will affect the local
churches and members,” he wrote.

“My ‘whistle-blowing’ cost me the
work I loved as director of missions,
but in the General Conference, the
person who has been ‘violated’ can-

not lash out as a result of the ‘viola-
tion’ or they will have to answer for
crying out!”

Chairman Whaid Rose
politely declines

THE JOURNAL contacted Church of
God (Seventh Day) General Confer-
ence chairman Whaid Rose by tele-
phone the morning of June 24, 2014.

When this writer asked Mr. Rose
about Mr. Hicks’ allegations against

and resignation from the Church of
God (Seventh Day), Mr. Rose denied
the allegations but politely declined to
elaborate on the record concerning
them or to comment about Mr. Hicks’
resignation.

Chairman Rose stated that he was
sympathetic with THE JOURNAL’s in-

terest in developing a news story on
this matter but was concerned that
issuing any further comments might
inflame the controversy.

Mr. Rose referred THE JOURNAL to
the official statement by Mr. Holland.

Mr. Holland turns down
an interview

Mr. Holland also turned down an
interview concerning Mr. Hicks’ res-
ignation.

“The only statements we’ll make
concerning this matter are to our
membership,” he said.

Mr. Hicks chooses not to
directly respond

THE JOURNAL also contacted Bill
Hicks himself, asking him, among

other things, what evidence he had
that the General Conference of the
Church of God (Seventh Day), Chair-
man Rose or anyone else in that orga-
nization had plans to rewrite its con-
stitution or otherwise wrestle autono-
my from local churches.

Mr. Hicks replied that “my only re-
sponse is as follows from my Face-
book page.”

William Hicks, 58, was born in
Bristol. He spent some of his youth in

Mexico, where he learned Spanish. He
returned to the United States to start a
career in business management in the
areas of automotive dealership and
mineral-property development, serv-
ing in various capacities ranging from
department manager, board consultant
and assistant to the president.

He joined the Church of God (Sev-
enth Day), where he served as a lay
pastor, licensed and credentialed min-
ister of the North American Minis-
terial Council of the Church of God
(Seventh Day) and district overseer
and as the director of the Denver
CG7’s missions ministries.

These responsibilities included the
oversight of church planting, U.S. mis-
sions and missions in other countries.

In 2007 the church named him
executive director of the International
Ministerial Congress of the denomi-
nation’s global organizational admin-
istration,for which he traveled exten-
sively in missions work and evangel-
istic preaching.

More information
Mr. Hicks has presided for several

years over Rest of God Ministries.
See therestofgod.innuitydirect.com or
call (423) 323-1715. For more about
the CG7 visit https://cog7.org/ or call
(303) 452-7973.

See a photo of Mr. Hicks and Mr.
Rose on page 1 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.

Mr. Hicks said the real reason he resigned was that
he refused to remain silent about the denomination’s plans

to wrestle autonomy away from the local churches.

Bill Hicks disciplined for allegedly sending defamatory E-mails
Continued from page 1
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Church leader leaves after he perceives abuses of authority
tionalized conformity and by legalis-
tic regimentation?

What results when proper re-
spect for authority is converted into
servility, unquestioning submission,
an abandonment of personal responsi-
bility before God to make decisions
based on individual conscience?

Hating sin, not sinners
I want to cite for you references to

show that Mr. Franz’s motivation is
not bitterness. I believe his approach
is to hate the sin but not the sinner.

Mr. Franz says on page 346 that his
understanding of the root cause of the
problems he has encountered “en-
ables me to be free from brooding or
harboring bitterness toward the per-
sons involved, either individually or
collectively.”

On pages 347 he writes: “Bitter-
ness is both self-defeating and de-
structive. I do not know any person
among those men [who participated
in his disfellowship] that I would not
be willing to express hospitality to in
my home, with no questions asked,
no issue of apology raised . . .”

Let’s look at the preceding page to
see why he gives these people some
slack concerning their actions. He
claims to understand why the reli-
gious organization shields people
from personal responsibility when
they abuse other people.

He describes how the organiza-
tion seems to take on a life of its own
that supersedes in importance the ac-
tions of any individual. “It was the
organization that did it, not us,” seems
to be the thinking. People do not feel
a keen sense of personal responsibili-
ty for whatever hurt might be caused.

He continues on page 346: “. . .
And, believing that ‘the organization’
is God’s chosen instrument, the re-
sponsibility is passed on to God. It was
His will—even if later the particular
decision or the particular authoritative
teaching is found wrong and changed.
People may have been disfellow-
shipped or otherwise hurt by the
wrong decisions. But the individual
member of the Governing Body feels
absolved of personal responsibility.”

Mr. Franz seeks not to condemn the
people involved: “I express the points
above, not as a means of condemna-
tion but as a means of explanation, an
attempt to understand why certain
men that I consider to be honest, basi-
cally kind individuals could be party
to what I feel that they, in their own
hearts, would normally have rejected.”

Although Mr. Franz does not con-
demn the people involved, he does
denounce their behavior:

“I think the concept earlier de-
scribed is tragically wrong, as perni-
cious as it is tragic. I believe the dras-
tic actions taken toward those persons
accused of ‘apostasy’ were, in almost
all cases, not only unjustified but re-
pugnant, unworthy not only of Chris-
tianity but of any free society of men.
Yet this effort at comprehension
enables me to be free from brooding
or harboring bitterness toward the
persons involved, either individually
or collectively . . .”

Earlier in the book Mr. Franz gives
insight as to why he feels compassion
for some who perpetuate certain myths.

On page 274 he writes: “. . . In a
long-distance phone call, a former
Witness said to me, ‘We have been
followers of followers.’Another said,
‘We have been victims of victims.’ I
think both statements are true . . . In
place of rancor, I feel only compas-
sion for those men I know, for I too
was such a ‘victim of victims,’ a ‘fol-
lower of followers.’ ”

Not stuck in the past
Now let’s jump to the end of the

book for a glimpse of his conclusion.
On the last page Mr. Franz recom-
mends that mistreated people not live
in the past.

Page 408: “Life is a journey, and
we cannot make progress in it if our
focus is mainly on where we have
been; that could lead to emotional

inertia or even spiritual decline. What
is done is done. The past is beyond
our changing, but the present and fu-
ture are things we can work with,
focus on. The journey inevitably con-
tains challenge, but we can find en-
couragement in knowing that we are
moving on, making at least some
progress, and can feel confident that
what lies ahead can be fulfilling.”

Why write the book?
Someone could ask: If Mr. Franz

were really willing to move forward,
why did he write about the past in his
book? We’ll let him answer.

On page 33 he mentions that, after
nine years on the “Governing Body”
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses, he re-
signed. For two years he maintained
his silence about the reason for and
details of his decision.

From page 34: “During those two
years, the motives, character and con-
duct of persons who conscientiously
disagreed with the organization were
portrayed in the worst of terms. Their
concern to put God’s Word first was
represented as the product of am-
bition, rebellion, pride, as sin against
God and Christ. No allowance was
made for the possibility that any of
them acted out of sincerity, love of
truth or integrity to God.”

He was disappointed about the
approach of the leadership toward
people of conscience. He described
their behavior in the following ways.

Any misconduct or wrong atti-
tude on the part of some who had left
the organization was attributed to all
who had left.

For those who did display a
wrong attitude, no effort was made to
appreciate the part that frustration,
disappointment and hurt may have
played in that conduct.

An enormous amount of rumor
and even gutter-level gossip circulat-
ed among Witnesses.

From page 34: “The only ones who
could have restrained such talk . . . in
reality contributed to the spread of
rumor by what they published.”

Mr. Franz shows some excerpts of
what the church’s headquarters said
about people who left the Jehovah’s
Witnesses.

On page 35 he analyzes the official
material this way: “. . . In one para-
graph, persons are described as like
Satan, independent, faultfinding, stub-
born, reviling, haughty, apostate and
lawless. What had they actually done
to earn this array of charges? Among
the ‘wrongs’ mentioned is that of dis-
agreeing in some unspecified way
with some unspecified part of the or-
ganization’s teachings . . .”

Mr. Franz describes his motive for
speaking out. On pages 37-38: “This
feeling for others is, I believe, a deci-
sive factor as to the genuineness of
motive . . . I know many persons who
clearly evidence such [conscientious]
concern, yet who are labeled as ‘apos-
tates,’ ‘antichrists,’ ‘instruments of Sa-

tan.’ In case after case after case, the
sole basis for such condemnation is that
they could not honestly agree with all
organization’s teachings or policies.”

Mr. Franz describes how the prac-
tice of disfellowship was used.

From page 38: “. . . After the read-
ing of that [disfellowship] announce-
ment no Witness was supposed to talk
with the persons disfellowshipped,
thereby shutting down any possibility
of their expressing themselves by
way of an explanation to friends and
associates. For them to have done so
before the disfellowshipping would
have been counted as ‘proselytizing,’
‘undermining the unity of the congre-
gation,’ ‘sowing dissension,’ ‘forming
a sect.’ For anyone to talk to them
afterward would jeopardize that per-

son’s own standing, make him liable
for similar disfellowshipment.”

Mr. Franz mentions how disfellow-
shipped people found out they did not
have as many true friends as they
thought they had.

On page 38: “The Scriptures tell us
that, ‘A true companion is loving all
the time, and is a brother that is born
for when there is distress.’ I once
thought I had many, many such gen-
uine friends. But when the crisis
reached a decisive point, I found I had
only a few. Still, I count those few
precious, whether they said little or
much on my behalf . . .”

Mr. Franz said he believes his dis-
cussion of the absurdities that marked

his time on the Governing Body is
more valuable than anything he might
have accomplished while he was a
member of the body.

On page 39: “If my past promi-
nence could now contribute in some
way to the conscientious stand of such
persons being considered with a more
open mind and could aid others to
revise their attitude toward persons of
this kind, I feel that such prominence
would thereby have served perhaps
the only useful purpose it ever had.”

Although Mr. Franz mentions that
he did not intend his book to be some
kind of exposé, some of the material

would be shocking to unsuspecting
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

On page 40 he writes that his pre-
sentations of certain details “demon-
strate the extremes to which ‘loyalty
to an organization’ can lead, how it is
that basically kind, well-intentioned,
persons can be led to make decisions
and take actions that are both unkind
and unjust, even cruel . . .”

Mr. Franz shows that he under-
stands the difference between con-
demning people and discussing their
actions.

On page 41: “. . . Undeniably, He
[God] alone can fully and finally right
all wrongs committed . . . Does this,
however, call for maintaining total
silence about injustice? Does it
require keeping silent when error is

propagated in the name of God? Is,
perhaps, the discussion thereof evi-
dence of ‘disrespect for divinely con-
stituted authority’?”

On page 42 Mr. Franz reminds the
reader that the apostles and disciples
spoke up against “the very authority
structure of God’s covenant people—
its Sanhedrin, its elders, and the divine-
ly constituted priestly authority.”

He writes: “. . . Those publicizing
the wrongs did so out of respect for,
and obedience to, a higher authority,
and in the interests of the people who
needed to know.”

Protecting the organization
Many people over the years have

been appalled to
watch the Roman
Catholic Church
ignore children
wounded by their
priests as they
sought to protect
the image of the
church and the
priesthood.

Mr. Franz de-
scribes this kind of
justification among
the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses.

He describes the
words of a leader
in the organization
that reflected the
thinking of others.

On page 118:
“In this particular session he [Ted
Jaracz] acknowledged that ‘the exist-
ing policy might work a measure of
hardship on some individuals in the
particular situation being discussed,’
and said, ‘It is not that we don’t feel
for them in the matter, but we have to
always keep in mind that we are not
dealing with just two or three per-
sons—we have a large, worldwide
organization to keep in view and we
have to think of the effect on that
worldwide organization.’

“This view, that what is good for
the organization is what is good for
the people in it, and that the interests
of the individual are, in effect ‘ex-
pendable’ when the interests of the
large organization appear to require it,
seemed to be accepted as a valid posi-
tion by many members.”

Mr. Franz’s mind changes
In his book Mr. Franz gives many

informative details about the history
of the Jehovah’s Witnesses. Along the
way he describes how he previously
believed that the organization was the
official channel of knowing God’s
will on the earth. Through time his
belief changed.

Not opposed to authority
On page 274: “I was not opposed

to authority. I was opposed to the ex-
tremes to which it was carried. I could
not believe that God ever purposed
for men to exercise such all-pervad-

ing authoritarian control over the
lives of fellow members of the Chris-
tian congregation.

“My understanding was that Christ
grants authority in His congregation
only to serve, never to dominate.”

Not opposed to organization
“. . . Similarly, I did not object to

‘organization’ in the sense of an order-
ly arrangement, for I understood the
Christian congregation itself to involve
such an orderly arrangement . . .”

On pages 274-275 Mr. Franz uses
some interesting phrases to discuss
organization.

The biblical organizational struc-
ture “was only as an aid for the broth-
ers; it was there to serve their inter-
ests, not the other way around.”

“It was to build men and women
up so that they would not be spiritual
babes, dependent on men or on an
institutionalized system, but able to
act as full-grown, mature Christians.”

“It is not to train them to be sim-
ply conformists to a set of organiza-
tional rules and regulations, but to
help them to become persons ‘having
their perceptive powers trained to dis-
tinguish both right and wrong.’ ”

“It must contribute toward a
genuine sense of brotherhood, with
the freeness of speech and mutual
confidence true brotherhood brings—
not a society composed of the few
who are the governors and the many
who are the governed.”

It must not be “by ‘making peo-
ple feel the weight of one’s authority’
in the way the great men of the world
do. It must be in the exaltation of
Christ Jesus as the Head, never in the
exaltation of an earthly authority
structure and its officers.”

From page 275: “. . . I felt that the
role of Christ Jesus as active Head
was overshadowed and virtually
eclipsed by the authoritarian conduct
and constant self-commendation and
self-praise of the organization.”

Not opposed to teaching
“. . . Furthermore, I did not deny the

value and need for teaching. But I
could not accept that organizational in-
terpretations, based on shifting human
reasonings, could ever be made equal
in authority to the actual statements
found in God’s unchangeable Word.
The great importance given to tradi-
tional views, the bending and slanting
of God’s Word to accommodate it to
those views, and the inconsistencies
that resulted in double standards were
a source of serious emotional upset to
me. What I found unacceptable was,
not teaching, but dogmatism.”

Not gaining physically
Mr. Franz gives many details lead-

ing up to his resignation and his ulti-
mate disfellowship.

On page 276: “If security and com-
fort were my aim, I certainly would
have opted for staying where I was,
for all our physical needs would have
been provided us as part of the head-
quarters staff.”

On page 277: “If prestige or promi-
nence were what was sought, I could
not reasonably have asked for more
. . . As for the Governing Body itself,
it was quite evident to me that esteem
from one’s peers on the Body could
be assured simply by voicing total
support for the organization . . .”

Religious inquiry
On pages 296-297 Mr. Franz ex-

plains the method many church or-
ganizations use to build their case
against an errant member:

“An inquisition, in the religious
sense, is an inquiry into individuals’
personal convictions and beliefs.

“Historically, its aim has been—
not to aid the individual, or to provide
basis for reasoning with him—but to
incriminate, to convict as heretical.

“The initiating cause for the inquiry
often has nothing to do with the indi-
vidual’s being disruptive, malicious or
even being particularly vocal about his
beliefs. Mere suspicion is sufficient
cause to set in motion the inquisitory
action. The suspect is viewed as, in ef-
fect, having no rights: even his person-
al conversations with intimate friends
are treated as something the inquisitors
have full right to delve into.”

Mr. Franz describes his disappoint-
ment over how the leadership of the
Jehovah’s Witnesses investigated al-
legations against its members.

On page 320: “I do not think it was
wrong for the headquarters to make at
least some inquiry into the matter as a
result of the information that was
brought to their attention . . . What I
find very difficult to understand and
to harmonize with Scripture is the
manner in which this was done, the
precipitous reaction and hastiness, the
methods employed.”

WRITER OF BOOK—
Right: Raymond Franz in
1982 at age 59. Above:
Mr. Franz more recently.
The writer of Crisis of
Conscience died in 2010
at age 88. Below: The
cover of Mr. Franz’s book.

See A CRITIC OF A CHURCH, page 7

Historically, an inquisition’s aim has been—not to aid
the individual, or to provide basis for reasoning with

him—but to incriminate, to convict as heretical.

Continued from page 3
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A critic of a church can be perceived as an enemy of God
Here are phrases Mr. Franz uses to

describe the methods used:
“Covering over and withholding

information from persons whose life
interests were intimately involved,
whose good name was at stake.”

“The devious approaches em-
ployed to obtain damaging informa-
tion, of coercion through threat of dis-
fellowshipping to obtain ‘coopera-
tion’ in getting such incriminating
evidence.”

“And, above all, the spirit
shown, the crushing despotism, the
unfeeling legalistic approach, and the
harshness of the actions taken.”

Interrogating Nestor Kuilan
Mr. Franz describes the experience

of a friend who was interrogated by
an investigating committee.

On page 301: “The objective of the
investigating committees was evident
from the direction their questionings
took. The committee investigating
Nestor Kuilan asked him to describe
his personal conversations with Ed
Dunlap and myself. He replied that he
did not think his personal conversa-
tions were something others had a
right to inquire into. He made clear
that if he felt that anything wrong or
‘sinful’ had been said he would not
hesitate to inform them, but that this
was certainly not the case . . .”

On pages 301-32 Mr. Franz de-
scribes the pressure the investigators
put on Mr. Kuilan:

“. . . His questioners told him he
should ‘cooperate or he would be sub-
ject to possible disfellowshipping.’ His
response was, ‘Disfellowshipping? For
what?’ The reply was, ‘For covering
over apostasy.’ Kuilan said, ‘Apostasy?
Where is the apostasy? Who are the
apostates?’ They answered that this
was still being determined, but that
they were quite sure that such existed.”

Mr. Franz continued by showing
the outrageousness of this approach:

“This is somewhat like a man’s be-
ing threatened with imprisonment un-
less he cooperates by giving informa-
tion about certain persons, and when
he asks why, he is told that the impris-
onment would be for complicity in a
bank robbery.

“When he asks, ‘What bank was
robbed and who are the robbers?’ he is
told, ‘Well, we don’t know yet what
bank was robbed or who did it, but
we’re quite sure there was a bank rob-
bery somewhere and unless you an-
swer our questions we will find you
guilty of complicity and you will be
subject to imprisonment.’ ”

His Sanhedrin experience
Mr. Franz describes his meeting

with leaders of the JW organization as
his “Sanhedrin experience” (page
323). One of the issues discussed was
his view of the kind of leadership in
the organization. On page 326:

“. . . The issue was not whether
God had an ‘organization’ on earth
but what kind of organization—a cen-
tralized, highly structured, authoritar-
ian organization, or simply that of a
congregation of brothers where the
only authority is authority to help, to
guide, to serve, never to dominate?
Thus my response was that I believed
God had an organization on earth in
the sense that He had a congregation
on earth, the Christian congregation,
a brotherhood.”

Mr. Franz gets more specific that
God’s involvement in leadership was
conditional. From page 326:

“The issue was not whether God
had guided (or would guide) those
forming this Governing Body, but to
what extent, under what conditions?

“I did not doubt or question that
God would give His guidance to these
men if that was sincerely sought (I felt
that some of the decisions made, par-
ticularly in earlier years, had been
good decisions, compassionate deci-
sions), but I certainly did not think this
was automatic; it was always condi-
tional, contingent on certain factors.

“So my response included the
statement that I believed such guid-

ance always was governed by the
extent to which God’s Word was
adhered to; that to that extent God
grants His guidance or withdraws it.
(I think that is true for any individual
or any collective group of people,
whoever they are.)”

After the long interrogation of Mr.
Franz, the Governing Body made its
decision. Since the body did not have
the necessary two-thirds vote to dis-
fellowship Mr. Franz, members of the
body asked him to resign.

On May 22, 1980, Mr. Franz re-
signed from the Governing Body.

Questioning Ed Dunlap
Mr. Franz describes how his friend

Edward Dunlap dealt with the inquisi-
tion directed toward him. On page 336:

“The judicial committee wanted to
know if he [Edward Dunlap] would
talk to anyone else on these points. He
replied that he had no intention of
‘campaigning’among the brothers. But
he said that if persons came to him pri-
vately seeking help and he could direct
them to the Scriptures for the answers
to their question, he would do so,
would feel an obligation to help them.

“In all likelihood, this was the de-
terminative factor [in Mr. Dunlap’s dis-
fellowship]. Such freedom of private

Scriptural discussion and expression
was not acceptable, was viewed as
heretical, as dangerously disruptive.”

Mr. Franz quotes committee mem-
bers as saying to Mr. Dunlap: “Wait
on the organization . . . Who knows?
Perhaps five years from now many or
all of these things you are saying will
be published and taught.”

Mr. Franz asks rhetorical questions:
If the judicial committee was

willing to accept the possibility that
the organization’s teachings on these
points might be no more solid and
enduring than that, how could they
possibly use them as the basis for
deciding whether this man was a
loyal servant of God or an apostate?

If they advised Mr. Dunlap to
wait five years to see if these teachings
might change, why couldn’t the com-
mittee postpone any judicial action
toward a man who had given half a
century of service to the organization?

Mr. Franz writes about the justifi-
cation for their approach: “The logic
of such an approach can be under-
stood only if one accepts and em-
braces the premise that an individ-
ual’s interests—including his good
name, his hard-earned reputation, his
years of life spent in service—are all
expendable if they interfere with an
organization’s objectives.”

In May 1980 the Governing Body
disfellowshipped 69-year-old Ed
Dunlap. He moved to Oklahoma City
and supported himself and his wife by
hanging wallpaper. He died in 1999.

Believing differently
On page 338 Mr. Franz writes:

“There is an old expression, ‘An iron
hand in a velvet glove.’ I do not
believe that the events of the spring of
1980 produced the hardhandedness
manifested by the authority structure.
I believe the hardness was already
there, that history shows it was. What
took place in the spring of 1980 mere-
ly caused the velvet glove to be re-
moved, exposing the unyielding hard-
ness underneath.”

On Sept. 1, 1980, The Watchtower,
the flagship magazine of the Jehovah’s
Witnesses, reproduced a letter under
the heading “Protecting the Flock.” 

On page 342 Mr. Franz summarizes
the letter: “The letter represents an offi-
cial policy. It actually says that a per-
son’s believing—not promoting, but
simply believing—something that dif-
fers from the teachings of the organiza-
tion is grounds for taking judicial

action against him as an ‘apostate’!”
Mr. Franz mentions that this writ-

ing of the policy did not raise much
dust among Jehovah’s Witness.

On pages 344-345: “It is the con-
cept of ‘the organization’ that pro-
duces this [lack of response]. That
concept creates the belief that, to all
intents and purposes, whatever the
organization speaks, it is as if God
Himself were speaking . . .”

Mr. Franz does mention that, in
spite of apparent evidence to the con-
trary, many Witnesses are thinking
people. On page 345:

“True, there are many thinking
Witnesses who are repelled by such
blatant expressions of blind faith. Yet
most are still willing to conform, even
to take ‘judicial action’ against any
who express doubts about the Soci-
ety’s interpretations. Why?”

Here is a portion of his response:
“. . . Based on my own experience
among them, I believe that they are, in
effect, the captives of a concept . . .”

As I quoted earlier from page 346,
the organization seems to take on a
life of its own that supersedes the
actions of any individual. Plus, when
the organization is viewed as God’s
chosen instrument, the responsibility
for all decisions and actions—howev-

er apparently sensible or absurd—is
passed on to God.

Disfellowshipped on a technicality
According to Mr. Franz, some of

the leaders of the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses were involved in setting in
motion the procedures to disfellow-
ship him.

On Nov. 6, 1981, the judicial com-
mittee wrote him a letter to set up a
meeting to discuss his “continued
association with a person disassociat-
ed from the congregation.”

Mr. Franz met with the committee
on Wednesday, Nov. 25.

After a series of letters back and
forth, he wrote a letter on Dec. 23,
1981, informing committee members
that he was dropping his appeal of
their decision to disfellowship him.

Mr. Franz gives his opinion that
there were other reasons for his dis-
fellowship than having “one meal
with Peter Gregerson.”

On page 376 he writes: “Do I per-
sonally believe that this was the true
reason for their taking the action they
did? No. I believe it was simply a
technicality used to achieve an objec-
tive. The end justified the means in
their minds. That an organization
would make use of a technicality of
such pettiness, to my mind betrays a
remarkably low standard for conduct
and a great insecurity.”

Based on his experience in the or-
ganization, Mr. Franz offers this opin-
ion about his disfellowship: “. . . My
personal belief is that it was consid-
ered ‘advantageous’ that I be disfel-
lowshipped so as to eliminate what
they considered a ‘threat’ . . .

He writes about the committee’s ap-
parent insecurity, “particularly so for a
worldwide organization that claims to
be God’s chosen instrument, backed
up by the Sovereign power of the uni-
verse, the reigning King’s appointee as
supervisor of all His earthly interests.
This would surely not be the action of
an organization fully at ease with its
own teachings, calmly confident that
what it presents is truth, solidly sup-
ported by God’s Word.”

Mr. Franz mentions the leader-
ship’s lack of confidence in the mem-
bership: “Nor is it the action of an
organization having genuine confi-
dence in its body of adherents, confi-
dence that the instruction and training
given have produced mature Chris-
tian men and women who do not need
some maternal magisterium to pre-

scribe what they shall read, discuss or
think about, but who are instead capa-
ble of discerning for themselves
between truth and error, through their
knowledge of the Word of God.

“The action is typical, however, of
many religious organizations of the
past, all the way back to the first cen-
tury, organizations that felt a com-
pelling need to eliminate anything
that, in their view, threatened to di-
minish their authority over others.”

Final chapter
The final chapter is chockful of

interesting information.
Will there be a mass exodus

from the Jehovah’s Witnesses? Mr.
Franz does not promote it and he does
not expect it.

Why is it hard for Witnesses to
leave the organization? Mr. Franz
mentions a few reasons, but he focus-
es on a particular one. On page 382:

“. . . Above all, the teaching that
they are, exclusively, the one people
on earth with whom God has dealings,
and that the direction they receive
from the Governing Body is from a
divinely appointed ‘channel,’ helps
produce a sense of cohesion, of spe-
cialness. The view of all other persons
as ‘worldlings’contributes to this feel-

ing of a close-knit relationship.”
Will a “grass roots” movement

exert change upon the Governing
Body of the Jehovah’s Witnesses?

On page 384: “Having attended
many hundreds of these [governing-
board meetings], I know the disregard,
often approaching disdain, with which
questioning and objections from the
‘rank and file’ are considered.”

Will the Jehovah’s Witnesses or-
ganization continue to have the two-
class system?

On page 391: “The organization
could not actually introduce ‘non-
anointed’ men into the Governing
Body itself without critically weaken-
ing its claims regarding a ‘faithful and
discreet slave class’ composed solely
of ‘anointed’ persons . . .”

Although Mr. Franz believes there
are scores of nonanointed men who
are “far more capable” than many of
the current members of the Govern-
ing Body, he doesn’t believe the lead-
ers will abandon the class system.

Continuing on page 391, he writes:
“. . . But to admit them to that elite
body would be to place spiritual ‘for-
eigners’ on an equality with the spiri-
tual ‘citizens,’ move the spiritual ‘non-
Levite temple helpers’ up to equality
with the spiritual ‘royal priesthood’
class. That would blur and, in a practi-
cal sense, dissolve all the distinctions
the Watch Tower’s doctrine has called
for during the past half century. I
would think the Governing Body
would resist doing that as long as it is
humanly possible . . .”

Will the Jehovah’s Witnesses or-
ganization change when some of the
older men die? On page 391:

“A major mistake in looking for re-
form from the direction of personnel
changes is, I believe, in thinking that
the situation owes to the particular
men in charge . . . Primarily, it is not
the men. As stated, it is the concept
that controls, the premise on which
the whole movement is founded.”

Why is it hard to reform a
church organization?

On pages 395 Mr. Franz quotes
from the book The Myth of Certainty
by Daniel Taylor: “. . . Questioning
the institutions is synonymous, for
many, with attacking God—some-
thing not long to be tolerated . . .

“Actually, they are protecting
themselves, their view of the world,
and their sense of security. The reli-
gious institution has given them
meaning, a sense of purpose, and, in

some cases, careers.
“Anyone perceived as a threat to

these things is a threat indeed. This
threat is often met, or suppressed
even before it arises, with power . . .

“Institutions express their power
most clearly by enunciating, inter-
preting and enforcing the rules of the
subculture. Every institution has its
rules and ways of enforcing them,
some clearly stated, others unstated
but no less real.”

Why do disfellowshipped people
find peace outside the organization?

On page 395 Mr. Franz writes:
“Whatever the initial distress—a dis-
tress that sometimes follows the de-
meaning experience of being interro-
gated by men who, in effect, strip one
of human dignity, make the weight of
their authority felt, and presume to
judge adversely one’s standing with
God—however torn one may feel
inside, afterward there does come a
distinct feeling of relief, of peace.

“It is just knowing that one is final-
ly outside the reach of such men, no
longer subject to their ecclesiastical
scrutiny and pressure. Truth, and the
refusal to compromise truth, brings
freedom in other fine and wonderful
ways. The more responsibility one
makes use of that freedom the finer
the benefits.”

How should people respond to
separation from a large, pervasive
organization?

On page 396 Mr. Franz writes:
“Traumatic as the initial transition
may be, it can lead to the develop-
ment of a truly personal relationship
with these two greatest Friends [the
Father and the Son] . . .

“Whatever sense of ‘belonging’ that
membership in some religious system
may create, it can never compare with
the power and beauty and strengthen-
ing benefit of the intimate personal
relationship the Scripture presents . . .”

Mr. Franz explains that the organi-
zation often gets in the way of a bet-
ter relationship with the Father and
the Son. On page 397:

“Sadly, in the case of most Witness-
es, the organization has so persistently
pushed its own self to the fore, has
occupied such a large place on the
spiritual scene, focusing so much
attention on its own importance, that it
has kept many from the closeness of
fellowship with the heavenly Father
that should have been theirs.

“The figure of the organization has
loomed so large that it has overshad-
owed the greatness of God’s own
Son, has clouded the vision of many
from appreciating the warm relation-
ship He invites persons to share with
Him, has distorted their perception of
His compassionate personality . . .”

Continuing on page 397:
“. . . It is not surprising, then, that

many persons, if expelled from the
organization, feel a sense of alone-
ness, of being adrift, floundering, due
to no longer being tied to some visible
authority structure, no longer having
their lives channeled into its routine
of programmed activity, no longer
feeling the restrictive pressures of its
policies and rulings.”

Reality of God
On pages 397-398 Mr. Franz ex-

presses how the mistreatment by men
helps people see the reality of the Fa-
ther and Son.

“In a sense, it seems that often
one must undergo a measure of such
painful adjustment to come to appre-
ciate fully what complete dependence
on God and His Son really means.”

“They have realized more than
ever before the intimate relationship
they have with their Master and
Owner as His disciples, whom He
treats as personal friends, not like
sheep that men have penned off in a
mass enclosure, but sheep to whom
the Shepherd gives individual, per-
sonal attention and care.”

“Whatever their age, whatever
length of time it took them to come to
this realization, the feeling they have
fits the well-known saying, ‘Today is
the first day of the rest of my life.’ ”

“Their outlook is both happy
and positive, for their hopes and aspi-
rations are dependent, not on men,
but on God.”

Continued from page 6

Will the organization change when some of the older men
die? Primarily, it is not the men. It is the concept that controls,

the premise on which the whole movement is founded.
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Essay Suffer the little lambs, but don’t make the lambs and ewes suffer
The writer, born in South Africa in

1943, was a pastor in the Worldwide
Church of God for many years. Mr.
Botha graduated from the Bricket
Wood, England, campus of Ambassa-
dor College in 1967. He lives with his
wife, Helen, in a suburb of Dallas.

By Daniel Botha

ROCKWALL, Texas—Have you
ever seen swakara fur? It is
some of the finest, costliest fur

available on the market, and it comes
from sheep in Namibia.

Before World War I Namibia was
called German
West Africa, a
German colony
on the west coast
of Southern Af-
rica.

When Ger-
man forces, com-
bined with some
South African
Boer forces, were
defeated by South
African govern-
ment forces in
German West Africa during World
War I, the territory was called South
West Africa and, at the end of World
War I, given to South Africa to ad-
minister as a mandate territory.

Coined name
South West African farmers im-

ported karakul sheep from Persia
(Iran). The name karakul, or qaraqul,
comes from Qorako’l, a city in Bu-
khara province in Uzbekistan. The
names South West Africa and karakul
were joined to form swakara.

After a long and bitter struggle for
their independence, the new rulers of
South West Africa named their coun-
try Namibia after the Namib Desert, a
2,000-mile long tract along the west
coast of Angola, Namibia and South
Africa.

The name South West Africa dis-
appeared but remains hidden in one
of Namibia’s most profitable exports,
swakara furs.

Many tiny pelts make a garment
Swakara furs are extremely soft. The

hair cascades in even waves. It is main-
ly black, but one also finds white and
brown (or spotted) furs. The fur is so
soft because of how it is harvested.

The newborn lambs are killed
within hours of birth, the spinal cord
broken just behind the neck so as not
to damage the skin or pelt.

Then the lambs are carefully
skinned and the tiny bodies sold as a
delicacy. The skins are dried and sent
to Copenhagen in Denmark, where
they are marketed.

A superior skin, even though so
tiny, can sell for as much as $1,000. It
can take many of these tiny pelts to
make one garment.

Campaigns against the practice
Not everyone is pleased with the

idea that a day-old baby lamb should
be slaughtered to fulfill the fashion
tastes of the wealthy. Imagine the
mothers—the ewes—bleating for days,
looking desperately for their young,
their udders swollen, extended and
hurting, with no lamb to drink the
precious nourishing mother’s milk.

Many people have campaigned
against this practice, and for a while

the number of karakul sheep in Na-
mibia declined dramatically.

Now the tide has turned and the
karakul sheep, recently renamed swa-
kara sheep, are increasing in num-
bers. So are the numbers of baby
sheep, barely born, being viciously
killed by having their necks broken.

My sheep know my voice
Do you know how much a ewe can

miss its lamb?
A few years ago, while working on

my nephew’s merino sheep farm in
Australia, my wife, Helen, and I were
helping with the shearing. Some of
the ewes being shorn were pregnant.

I was a bit concerned when I saw
them, after having been shorn, shoved
down a long chute to the holding pen.

“Don’t worry,” said my nephew.
“They will be fine.”

In fact, they were fine. Some of the
ewes gave birth to their little lambs
right there in the holding pen.

Slight problem
That presented us a slight problem.

We had to take these ewes with their
newborn lambs back to the range. We
could not herd them with the rest of
the mob (Australians call a group of
sheep a mob), so we loaded the ewes
with the newborn lambs on a truck.

My nephew’s daughter drove the
truck to the range. I accompanied her,
sitting in the passenger seat.

When we got to the range we undid
the gate on the back of the truck and
carefully helped the ewes and lambs
off the truck, except for one ewe that
jumped off the truck and headed off at
full speed, disappearing into the bush.

I put the little lamb on the ground
and asked, “What is going to happen
now?”

“We just leave her there and we
will see if the mother comes back,”
my niece said, and we returned to the
shearing shed.

An hour later we returned to the
field. The little lamb was still standing
there, painfully bleating, its tail and
back legs pulled under its shaking
body.

There were some ewes there with
their lambs, but this lamb’s mother
was nowhere.

My nephew arrived and said, “We
will have to get the whole mob
together.”

He whistled for his two sheepdogs.
They immediately spread out with us,
and we herded every sheep from this
large area into a corner of the field.

Will the mother find it?
“What now?” I asked.
“Now we let the mother find it,”

said my nephew as he carried the lit-
tle lamb to the mob of about 150
sheep.

He placed it carefully in front of the
mob and returned to stand next to me.

“Now we watch,” he said.
We stood and watched. The noise

was incredible, with ewes and lambs
baaing and bleating: the heavy loud

sound of the mothers and the high-
pitched plaintive sound of the lambs.

Mother finds her young
Suddenly, remarkably, there was

silence, total silence except for two
sounds. Somewhere, in the left of the
mob, was the sound of a mother’s
heavy baaaaa! It was answered by
our little lamb’s sad little bleat.

Gradually the sound of the mother
came closer. We still could not identi-
fy her in the mob, but she sounded
closer and closer.

Then the mother ap-
peared right next to
the little lamb. She
licked her. The little
lamb nuzzled up to its
mother, and all the sheep
started bleating again as
they had done before.

“Let’s get them,” said
my nephew as he rushed
to the mob and grabbed
the ewe while his daugh-
ter picked up the baby.

They carried them to
the truck, drove them to a
small shed where they
gave the mother feed and
drink and left her and the
baby together for the night.

“Now they will be fine in the
morning when we let them out,” my
nephew said.

A miracle
We drove to the farmhouse. We

had witnessed a miracle. How all the
sheep knew there was something
wrong, how they suddenly kept quiet,
allowing the mother to find its lamb,
was amazing.

A scripture flashed into my mind:
“My sheep hear My voice, and I

know them, and they follow Me”
(John 10:27).

Of course that was Jesus speaking.
He knew about sheep. “I am the Good
Shepherd,” He said in verse 11.

Gentle leading
A tune from Handel’s Messiah was

sounding in my mind:
“He shall feed his flock like a shep-

herd; and he shall gather the lambs
with His arm, and carry them in His
bosom, and shall gently lead those
that are with young” (Isaiah 40:11).

Most of the Bible was written by
people of the land, those who knew
agriculture and animals. The whole
salvation process is explained to us in
the Bible through agricultural terms.

Jesus talked about sowing, reaping
and harvesting and of shepherds and
of taking care of lambs.

Unfortunately, now most of our
theological explanations we get from
“scholars” who seem to know little
about the land and less about animals.

The Passover
Recently I wrote an article for THE

JOURNAL explaining how Jesus and
the disciples could not possibly have,
at sunset on the 14th of Nissan,

slaughtered “a lamb of the first year,”
skinned, cleaned and dressed it, then
roasted it, then, just after sunset have
eaten it. That was impossible! It
would have taken several hours to
have done that.

(See “To Kill a Lamb Takes Time,
Therefore 14th Passover Impossible,”
issue No. 159, dated Feb. 28, 2014.)

Have we always known?
Now I have read some explanations

that try to rebut what I wrote.
The first was that “we in the

Worldwide Church
of God have al-

ways known
that  Jesus
and the dis-
ciples  sat
down to eat
the Passover
a b o u t  9
o’clock.”

R e a l l y ?
Can anyone
produce one
piece of liter-
a t u r e  p u b -

l ished by the
WCG that stated that

it was 9 o’clock in the eve-
ning that Jesus sat down with the

disciples to eat the Passover?
We certainly do not find that in the

New Testament. I heard Herbert Arm-
strong and several other top ministers
in the WCG speak at the Passover and
I never once, in more than 50 years,
heard anyone say that Jesus and His
disciples sat down at 9 o’clock (or 11
p.m. for those in Texas where sunset
at Passover is about 8 p.m.).

Second explanation
The second explanation was by a

presumed scholar who apparently
said the following:

“We [he and a friend] got together
and we took two little goats that had
been born just a few weeks before
that. How long does it take to roast a
small kid? Say maybe after every-
thing gutted and you have 20 pounds
left: 10 pounds is the head and bones,
10 pounds is the meat. How long
would it take for that to roast? Prob-
ably an hour, an hour and a half! . . .
Botha says it takes so long that you
couldn’t have it on the 14th. He is
completely wrong!”

In Exodus 12:9 God told Israel to
roast the Passover lamb, “its head
with its legs and its entrails.” Is that
what was done in this experiment by
this man and his friend? Did they
roast the head with its legs and its
entrails?

No, they just cast that aside as
some would discard some of the body
of Jesus Christ.

What would Jesus do?
However, that is not the worst. Can

we imagine Jesus, our Savior, the
Good Shepherd, reaching out with
His hands and snapping the neck of a
day-old swakara lamb to fulfill the
fashion desires of some people in
Europe? I doubt anyone would think
so. No, not Jesus, our Savior, the
Good Shepherd! Never!

Can we imagine Jesus and the dis-
ciples taking two newly born kids,
“born just a few weeks before that,”
from their mothers, slaughtering
them, then roasting them and sitting
down at the Passover to eat them?

Think of this: Our Savior and His
disciples would have been sitting
there and eating this “delicacy” while
outside two ewes were plaintively
bleating, longing for their little lambs
that had been so brutally taken away
from them and slaughtered.

What insanity!

Exodus 12:5 tells us that Israel was
told, “Your lamb shall be without
blemish, a male of the first year.”

That means the lamb could have
been 11 months old. Some lambs
were shared by more than one house-
hold. What was the size of house-
holds in those days when people
could have had a dozen children?

Even at the Last Supper there were
13 adult males, plus whoever else was
in the house with the Upper Room.

Slaughter a nursing lamb?
Did Jesus and His disciples really

take a tiny baby lamb from its mother
and slaughter it?

Is that the kind of Savior we wor-
ship, one who would have a tiny baby
lamb, or lambs, killed?

Is there anyone who truly believes
that Jesus of Nazareth, the Good
Shepherd, would have been as barbar-
ic as to pull a nursing lamb off its
mother and slaughter it?

Can we really imagine Jesus and
the disciples sitting at the Last
Supper eating a tiny lamb while its
mother was walking around some-
where desperately bleating over the
loss of her lamb?

Killings of kids
Any scholar ought to know that the

killing of the young was not the prac-
tice of the people of God. That was
the practice of heathen pagans.

Numerous excavations have re-
vealed the remains of infants sacri-
ficed in this barbarous fashion, but
not by the people of God.

When the scholar and his friend
slaughtered two kids they were not
enacting the Passover. By slaughter-
ing the newly born kids they should
have been reminded of the killing of
other kids: by Pharaoh of Egypt, who
commanded that when a son was
born in Israel “you shall kill him”
(Exodus 1:16).

They should also have been re-
minded of the slaughter of the kids in
Bethlehem when King Herod “sent
forth and put to death all the male
children who were in Bethlehem and
in all its districts, from two years old
and under” (Matthew 2:16).

Herod tried to kill the “young child”
Jesus. These vile pagan leaders killed
the newly born. The people of God
never slaughtered the newly born.

Our scholar said some are trying to
do away with the Passover. I have
kept the Passover for 51 years. I
intend to keep it till the day I die, but
that does not mean I cannot see that
some of our explanations have been
wrong and need to be corrected.

The time of Jesus’ death
Numerous people have contacted

me to thank me for my article in THE
JOURNAL and the many other articles
and booklets I have written on the
subject.

The Gospels are clear that Jesus of
Nazareth died at the ninth hour of the
preparation day, at the exact time that
the Passover lambs were slaughtered
at the temple in Jerusalem. “Christ
our Passover was sacrificed for us” (1
Corinthians 5:7).

The next time you see a nice swa-
kara-fur coat (or a picture of it, as that
may be the closest some of you might
ever get to one), or the next time you
see a tiny baby lamb standing all wob-
bly on its spindly little legs nursing on
its mother, realize that somewhere
there are people who kill little lambs.

Some take day-old lambs and, for
profit, snap their necks. We also now
know of one scholar who helped kill
two tiny newly born kids to try to
prove a point—and failed miserably.

Fulfilling its purpose
Remember also there are real shep-

herds who will carry a little lamb, not
to be slaughtered but back to its moth-
er so it can keep nursing, grow and
learn to graze, then fulfill its purpose.

Then ask yourself: What would
Jesus Christ, the Good Shepherd, have
done?

Any scholar ought to know that the killing of the
young was not the practice of the people of God.

That was the practice of heathen pagans.

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free. The main office number

is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message at

either number and, if appropriate, someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is

1-888-488-6603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other articles. Or write

info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

Daniel Botha
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Thalia Martin Hufton, 61, of Hawkins, Texas, passed
away June 27, 2014. A memorial service was held
Sunday July 13 at the United Church of God East Texas
building in Big Sandy. ¶ Thalia
was born May 28, 1953, in
Salem, Mo., to David Leslie
Martin and Alice Ilene Rowan
Martin. ¶ She had lived in
Hawkins for 32 years and was
the owner-director of Childbirth
Services in Tyler, Texas, and was
a midwife for 32 years in East
Texas, assisting at more than
1,700 births. ¶ Thalia is survived
by her husband of 38 years, Ian,
a son, Philip, and two daugh-
ters, Amie and Lora. ¶ Mid-
wifery was Thalia’s calling, and she often grieved
because many expectant mothers never received pre-
natal care because they could not afford it. ¶ Her
family is creating Thalia’s Fund for Mothers to be
administered by the staff of her business, Childbirth
Services, to help women in need. Donations may be
addressed to Childbirth Services, 200 E. Houston,
Tyler, TX 75702, U.S.A. Please write “Thalia’s Fund for
Mothers” in the memo.

Margery Ellsworth Schmitt Un-
tiedt, 95, transitioned peaceful-
ly on May 27, 2014, in Long-
mont, Colo. She was born in
Bolckow, Mo., to George Schmitt
and Elnora Peters Schmitt. ¶
Beginning in 1960, Margery
worked in the housekeeping
section of the Buildings &
Grounds Department of Am-
bassador College in Pasadena,

Calif. ¶ Later she served as a hostess for the college
founder, Herbert W. Armstrong, until her retirement in
1975. ¶ She is survived by four children, Judi Royer,
Jon Untiedt, Linda Untiedt Williams and Teresa
Untiedt; eight grandchildren; and 12 great-grandchil-
dren; all currently residing in Colorado. ¶ She lived a
full life and touched many people, helping whomever
she could. ¶ A memorial gathering will be arranged
later this summer.

Martha Virginia (Hall) Leonard passed away in
Longview, Texas, on May 29, 2014, at the age of 94
due to natural causes. ¶ She was born in Benton, Ky.,
on Jan. 20, 1920, to Street and Ruby Hall and was the
oldest of four children. ¶ She graduated from Benton
High School in 1938 and attended Murray State
University in Murray, Ky. ¶ She married Benjamin
Churchill (B.C.) Leonard Sr. on May 19, 1940. ¶ Her
husband’s career as a civil engineer took them to
many places in the country including the
Chattanooga Mountains for work with the TVA in the
1940s and to Key West, Fla., for other government
work. ¶ The family eventually settled in Longview,
Texas. Martha and her husband moved to Tyler for a
few years before his death in 1974. She subsequent-
ly moved to Big Sandy, Texas, and resided there for
many years before moving to Longview to live with
family. ¶ Martha was stricken with polio at the age of
5 and was not given a good prognosis. She went on
to defy many a doctor’s predictions about her health
and longevity, including having seven children after
being told she would not likely have any. ¶ She
attended the First Christian Church of Longview for
many years and later attended the Worldwide Church
of God in Big Sandy. She had a strong faith in God
that saw her through many trials and challenges in
her life. ¶ She was the beloved mother to seven,
grandmother to 25, great-grandmother to 34, with

two more expected this summer, and three great-
great-grandchildren. ¶ She was preceded in death by
her husband of 34 years, B.C. Leonard Sr., her daugh-
ter, Martha June Leonard Cleveland, her son, William
Forrest Leonard, her granddaughter, Margaret E.
(Bethie) Mitchell, granddaughter Elizabeth Leonard,
great-grandson Oliver Townsend and great-grand-
daughter Georgia Wollan. ¶ She is survived by her
daughter Lucretia Kellers of Franklin, Tenn., son
Benjamin Leonard Jr. of White Oak, Texas, daughter
Elaine Leonard of Longview, son David Leonard of
Tyler and son Allen Leonard of Pritchett, Texas, along
with many loving family members and friends. ¶ She
was a beautiful soul who brightened the lives of all
her knew her. She will be always be loved and is a
tremendous loss for her family and friends. ¶
Graveside services were held June 1, 2014, at Rose
Hill Cemetery in Tyler.

Leemon Clinton “Pete” Wynn, 79, of Gladewater, Texas,
died June 21, 2014, after a long illness. ¶ Funeral serv-
ices were June 25, at Croley Funeral Home, Gladewater,
with Dr. Donald Ward officiating. The eulogy was given
by longtime friend Ellis Stewart.
Interment was at Gladewater
Memorial Cemetery. ¶ Pete was
born Feb. 4, 1935, in Castor, La.,
to Eldredge C. Wynn and Ruby
Lee Williams Wynn. His family
relocated to Kilgore, Texas, in
1938, where he attended Kil-
gore schools and graduated
from Kilgore High School in
1953. ¶ He attended Kilgore
College, where he studied busi-
ness and later received his cer-
tificate of completion in offset
printing. ¶ He served in the Texas Army National Guard
in Kilgore. ¶ Pete was a Christian, serving as a deacon
in his church for many years. ¶ A journeyman printer,
Pete was employed by McAlister Printing in Kilgore
until 1974, at which time he opened D&W Printing in
Gladewater. ¶ He had many friends in the printing
trade in East Texas, and was well respected for his
knowledge and expertise. He took joy and pride in his
work, which was his first love after his family. ¶ Pete
was a member of the Gladewater Chamber of
Commerce, serving as a director in 1982, and was a
member of the International Typographical Union. Pete
and his wife, Karel, were supporters of the Gladewater
Round-Up Rodeo Association’s Scholarship Program
benefiting high-school students. ¶ He is predeceased
by his son, Jayson Lee Wynn. He is survived by his wife
of 59 years, Karel Wynn; one son, Mark Wynn of
Gladewater; one daughter, Jana Wynn Ryan, and hus-
band Frank of Tatum, Texas; seven grandchildren,
Kristopher Wynn and wife Regina of Gladewater, Eric
Wynn and wife Maria of New Boston, Texas, Jessica
Wynn of New Diana, Texas, Brandon Wynn of Glade-
water, Megan Ryan Sparks and husband Adam of
Sibley, La., and Garrett Ryan of Tatum; five great-grand-
children, Brooke and Lauren Wynn, Grayson Wynn,
Logan Wynn and Xander Sparks; one sister, Neva
Silvers and husband Joe of Henderson; three special
brothers-in-law, Jim Burns of Spicewood, Teas, Steve
Burns and wife Sylvia of Alma, Ark., and Jerry Burns
and wife Maureen of Salisaw, Okla.; and numerous
nieces and nephews. ¶ Serving as pallbearers were
Rick and Mike Poland, Frank and Garrett Ryan, Kris and
Brandon Wynn. Honorary pallbearers were Dwayne
Canup, Gene Zhorne, Dr. Michael Ellis, Gayle Patrick,
Clyde Wiggins and Allen Friberg.

Helen Jean Cartwright, 89, of White Oak, Texas, former-
ly of Kellyville, Okla., died June 27, 2014, after a long ill-
ness. ¶ Funeral services were July 2 at Green Hill
Funeral Home and Cemetery, Sapulpa, with family
friend Gary Staiger officiating. ¶ Helen was born June
20, 1925, in Atoka, Okla. She was a homemaker and
friend and caregiver to many.
She lived in Kellyville from 1951
to 2007, when she moved to
White Oak. ¶ The former Helen
Jean Nelson married Dixon Cart-
wright Sr. in 1946. He preceded
her in death in 1996. She was
also preceded in death by grand-
daughter Candice Lingle of Tyler
and grandsons John and William
Cartwright of Sand Springs,
Okla. ¶ Survivors include a sister,
Lola Green, National City, Calif.;
five sons, Dixon Cartwright Jr.
(Linda), Big Sandy; Gary (Mar-
sha), Edmond, Okla.; Wayne
(Brenda), Gladewater, Texas; Sam (Anita), Sand Springs,
Okla.; and Otis (LaDonna), Kellyville; three daughters,
Pat Dobson (Joe), Olathe, Kan.; Elaine Horne (Mike),
White Oak; and Mary Lingle, Tyler; grandchildren, Dixon
“Trey” Cartwright III, Nacogdoches; Jamie Payne, Tyler;
Bret Dobson, Kansas City, Mo.; Brad Dobson, Austin;
Stacy Penix, Jenny Richards and Matt Cartwright,
Edmond; Heidi Harper, Morrisville, N.C.; Elizabeth
Stephens, Longview; Elizabeth Horne and Rachel Horne,
White Oak; Erin Lingle, Tyler; Hannah Cartwright,
Augusta, Kan., Meagan Leverich, Bixby, Okla.; Zachary
Cartwright and Ethan Cartwright, Nacogdoches; and
Olivia Cartwright, Kellyville. ¶ Mrs. Cartwright is also
survived by 19 great-grandchildren, including THE
JOURNAL’s first grandchild, Dixon “Cater” Cartwright IV
of Nacogdoches, Texas.
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A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Margery Untiedt

Church of God of TheMost High©

INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

© In care of Director • Ogorek Publishing • Poste Restante • P.O. Box 929 • Lake Forest, Illinois U.S.A.

Send All Correspondence First Class Mail Securely Sealed
All rights reserved entire contents herein by Ogorek Publishing

Church of God ofThe Most High©

A SOVEREIGN ASYLUM STATE (Provincial Law)—Headquartered at the “Third Heaven”
See the following Scriptures: 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12, Verses 1-4.

See also: Philippians, Chapter 1, Verse 12, Philippians, Chapter 3, Verses 20-21, Ephesians, Chapter 2

Proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom of God Most High©

According to the Holy Scriptures: (Book of
Genesis Chapter 14), (Book of Psalms, Psalm
82, Verse 6), (Book of Psalms, Psalm 91) (note:
clearly identifies and reveals two distinct divine
spirit beings—spirit personalities—not one or
three), (Book of Daniel, Chapter 7), (Mark
Chapter 13), (John Chapter 10, Verses 34 and
35), (Mark Chapter 16), (Matthew Chapter
24), (Matthew Chapter 26, Verses 1-13), (Mat-
thew Chapter 28), (Revelation Chapter 13),
and (Revelation Chapter 14).

Members of this Church adhere to all of the
Scriptural Covenant requirements, including but
not limited: To the Seventh Day Sabbath of God
as well as the Annual Sabbaths of God, and the
Ten Commandments.

Members of this Church conscientiously object

to coming under, any and all military authority,
in any form. Members of the Church believe and
uphold “the Faith Once Delivered to the Saints,
Book of Jude, in The First Century Church as
Scripturally Defined.”

Members of this Church believe and accept all
Scripture, to be the divinely inspired Revelation
of God, and “God-Breathed” (self-contained sub-
stantiation)—Canonized in the First Century.

Members of this Church observe Passover on the
14th day of Nisan according to the Hebrew Cal-
endar. Members of this Church observe Pen-
tecost annually—according to the Scriptures.

Addendum: Offering a Monthly Newsletter
upon written request. Sermon Tapes also avail-
able by written request. Address all requests to
the Ambassador/Director at the address below.

Thalia Hufton

Pete Wynn

Helen
Cartwright

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .
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What Original Bible?

C
an there be such a thing as a real written
Bible? Yes, there can be. But it is not even
written as yet. What
we have as the Bible
clearly declares that

the true Word of God is yet to
be completed.

A Pure Language

As God intended from the
beginning, Israel will have a
pure language that He will give
them (Zechariah 3:9). The word
pure signifies something that
has been made clean, that has
been polished until all dirt was
removed. In other words, no
more sin.

Zechariah foretells that, un-
til the cleansing of your new
clothes by an actual changing
of your garment, you will
remain naked and dressed in
your own filth.

You are presently in your
own dung, like everyone else
who was ever born.

The last book in the New
Testament also validates that
there is no complete Bible writ-
ten as yet. You need to read
Revelation 22:7:

“Behold I come quickly:
Blessed is he that keeps the
sayings of this book.” What
sayings in John’s writing of the
book of Revelation relate all
the Truth of God?

Revelation instructs us not
to seal the sayings of this book
because the coming of Jesus is

ready at any time. To “unseal” is “to reveal,” but the
revealing is to some people, not all.

There is an order: “He who is unjust let him be
unjust [sealed] still: and he who is filthy [unwashed
and dirty] let him be filthy still: he who is righteous,
let him be righteous still: and he who is holy, let him
be holy still” (Revelation 22:11).

You have just read that every copy of the Bible,
no matter what translation, is complete. But there
are elements of truth yet to be written that will com-
plete the Bible in the future.

We need to scripturally discover what truth our
present Bibles are missing. Revelation does not have
the total Bible without this missing link. After all

Art Mokarow

By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

An Original Bible?

■ Yes, please send the free literature checked below

Send to: Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197
Montgomery, TX 77356

Art@Mokarow.com
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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these thousands of years, you need to be given by
God His complete Word, yet to be written.

The Hidden Bible

To have and know The Original Bible, you must
be God Himself. Not all the books in the Bible are
known. God has a library of books both listed and
unlisted that deal with the future. Here are some of
the titles of Biblical books listed and indexed in their
order as they are transcribed at the exact time they
are added in the Bible.

The Tree of
Life (Revelation
20:15)

The Tree of Life
names everyone who is
not listed in the Tree of Life to be burned up.
Obviously, this tree is the tree that gives eternal life.

The names are of goats, part to be burned and
the other, the Azazel goats, to be sent into the wilder-
ness.

There are many Azazel goats who must have their
flesh destroyed and their bodies burned up, but their
spirits have to go into outer darkness: the desert.
Satan is the god of this world and blinds everyone so
they cannot see (II Corinthians 4:3-4).

Satan is Baal and insists that only he has the
Truth. Those blinded accept what his fallen angels,
demons, teach.

After the physical goats are destroyed in the fire,
the rest as spirits go into outer darkness and will be
purged in the silo or barn of God (Matthew 3:11-12).

You can easily see, when you are not blind, how
those not in the book of the Tree of Life will ulti-
mately be saved.

The book of the Tree of Life spells out that you
should not be teaching that you have The Original
Bible. There is just too much that you in the flesh do
not know. You must stop worshiping Baal and dic-
tating to others how they should think or behave.

The Book of Remembrance
(Malachi 3:16)

The prophet describes that those who fear God
will be placed in a Book of Remembrance because
they seek to learn the Word of God in full measure
as Christ was given it in His earthly, fleshly days
(Luke 2:40).

This Book of Remembrance is part of the Bible,
but why is it there?

Malachi continues as God speaks: “And they shall
be mine, says the LORD

of Hosts; in that [fu-
ture] day when I will
make up my jewels
[treasures] and I will
spare [protect] them,
as a man spares his

own son.” God is comparing those who grow in His
Word to Sons of God who are the treasure of God.

This Book of Remembrance no doubt is part of
the Bible but is future and will be fulfilled as part of
the Bible. It is prophetic, written by Malachi, a
prophet of God.

The Little Book

John in Revelation “eats” a little book. When he
reads it, it tastes like honey in his mouth. When he
digests this little book in his stomach, it is bitter and
exceedingly upsets him.

Jonah ate this little book and Israel also ate this
little book (referring to Jonah’s three days and
nights) (Ezekiel 3-4). John says the same thing in
Revelation 10:10.

All three books (of Jonah, Israel and John) are
part of the Holy Bible. All events are ongoing and
finally must be fulfilled just like the Law of Moses.
When each is over and fulfilled, there will be more
books to add to the Word of God, ending some parts
of the other.

Paul said the same thing: “For you know [as

www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

The Hidden Bible

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

If you have and know and have
published The Original Bible,

you must be God Himself.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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humans] in part [no whole original] and you proph-
esy [foretell the future] in part. But when that which
is perfect [no sin] is come, then that which in part [the
flesh] shall be done away” (I Corinthians 13:9-10).

Do you get it? No (fleshly) Homo sapiens know
or have The Original Bible. To have it you would
have to know all of the words of God, His complete
library, with all the books of God that were, are and
will be the I Am (Eternal). Humans would have to
be full of the Holy Spirit of God, with a full meas-
ure like Christ or God.

When thinking one
is right and ludicrously
correcting others, an
individual becomes a
judge, which Christ
alone was given the
right to be as a human. He was perfect and sinless.
To act as Christ, you would have to be gods already
to judge others righteously (John 5:22).

How many library books does God have? “And
there are also many other things which Jesus did, the
which, if they should be written [authored] one by
one, I suppose that even the world [everything in it]
itself could not contain the books that should be
written. Amen” (John 21:25).

No Original Bible Yet

There is no Original Bible written at present. There
will be no Original Bible until God, with His first-be-
gotten Son, Jesus, and then the Creation of God, are
united as one in marriage eternally and the library of
books of God is completed as the Bible of God.

As the peaceful Muslims are taught in the Koran,
your present Bible is limited and tells you only the
history of the people.

The prophets and everyone who fear God are spir-
itually growing to the stature of Christ to be equal
with God, your Father in Heaven.

To say you have the only truth of God and it is
your way or no way is blasphemy. Every human,
except for Jesus, who was perfect and without sin, is

missing the mark to be, in the image, equal to God.
Individuals have the truth of God only as He

gives them the milk of the Word like a baby. You
will eventually have The Original Bible, which de-
clares you will know it all like God and Christ and
the true temple of God (Revelation 21:22).

Until mankind becomes holy like the one Father
in heaven, and a part of new spiritual Jerusalem,
they are just like babies—in Christ—and are carnal
(like animals), devouring each other (I Corinthians
3:1-2). Once individuals are truly repentant, they

are to continue grow-
ing in the Spirit of
God to be together in
the temple of God (I
Corinthians 3:16).

How dare anyone
say they have The Ori-

ginal Bible! If they think so, they are saying they are
just like God with no sin. Even worse, Jesus in John
2 related:

“Do not make His holy house [temple] a place of
merchandise, to collect money—for the gift of
God,” eternal life, is free. If one charges for the
Word of God, he is stealing the Authorship of God.

Healing of Nations

The Water of Life (cleansing therapy) grows leaves
for the healing of nations to be saved (Revelation
21:6). If some claim they have The Original Bible,
they’d better not be charging any money for it—for all
such people will burn for it (Revelation 22:1-4).

Have faith and hope in God and all will under-
stand God and who He is and His great loving pur-
pose! The apostles did not teach how you were to
grow spiritually but how to learn the truth of God as
individuals.

Paul clearly preached it. Where I am, or anyone
else is, is between God and ourselves (Philippians
2:2, 12).

Feel free to ask for this article in book form. The
book True History, coming out in the fall of 2014,
will include a chapter based on this article.

www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

Saying It’s Your Way or
No Way Is Blasphemy

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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The defense of Jesus Christ presents:

“JESUS CHRISTl
was, is and will forever be God”

Read that article at:
www.williestraighttalk.blogspot.com

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Feast of Tabernacles • “Rejoice Before the Lord”
San Antonio, Texas • October 9–October 16, 2014

The Church of God San Antonio (with the Churches of God Outreach Ministries) will host the Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San Antonio for
the 17th year. All brethren, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wish to “Rejoice Before the Lord” in unity and love are welcome.

COME and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in
beautiful San Antonio, Texas. Experience the warm,
loving, family atmosphere for which this Feast

site is known. You and your entire family will enjoy and be
spiritually edified through uplifting contemporary worship
music and messages given in a spirit of love.

This year a special guest speaker, Joe Kovacs, will join
us for the Feast of Tabernacles. Joe Kovacs is a Bible-be-
lieving Christian and author of the #1 bestseller Shocked
by the Bible: The Most Astonishing Facts You’ve
Never Been Told. His latest book, The Divine Se-
cret: The Awesome and Untold Truth About
Your Phenomenal Destiny, was officially released in
stores July 17, 2012, and it instantly rocketed to become
a #1 bestseller on its first day of publication, and is
packed with many 5-star glowing reviews on Amazon.
Joe Kovacs is an award-winning American journalist and
broadcaster who has spent more than twenty-five years
in the broadcast, print and online media, receiving
awards for excellence in news coverage from The Associ-
ated Press and United Press International. A frequent
media guest, Mr. Kovacs has appeared on The O’Reilly
Factor on the Fox News Channel as well as countless
radio shows across America and the world, including
Coast to Coast AM. Mr. Kovacs will be speaking about
our divine destiny based on his book The Divine
Secret. To read more about Joe Kovacs and his book, go
to www.thedivinesecret.com.

San Antonio is one of America’s unique cities and the
No. 1 tourist destination in Texas. Major attractions in-
clude the Alamo, the River Walk, Sea World, Six Flags
Fiesta Texas, the Tower of the Americas, the San Antonio
Zoo, and many others too numerous to list.

Meeting Place
COMFORT INN–FIESTA at SIX FLAGS

6755 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, Texas 78249
Phone: (210) 696-4766
Fax: (210) 696-6698
E-Mail: comfortinnfiesta@aol.com
Web Site: www.comfortinn.com

(Worship Services held next door at the Elks Lodge
with breakout meeting space at the Comfort Inn.)

How to make reservations

1. Call the Comfort Inn–Fiesta at (210) 696-4766

2. Tell them you are attending the Feast of Tabernacles/
Church of God San Antonio, Group Account 1576179.

3. Room rate is $59.00 plus 16.75% tax  ($9.89 = $68.89
for Single, Double, and four children (up to 18 years old);
Extra $10 per additional adult.

Rate is regularly up to $120 during peak season, but we
get a generous price reduction to $59.00. Reservations
accepted only with a deposit or a major credit card.

4. September 15, 2014, is cutoff/cancel date for mak-
ing reservations at the discounted room rate of
$59. All rooms not picked up by this date will
be released and be subject to a higher room
rate. Please, please, please help us
serve you better by making your res-
ervation as early as possible and
well in advance of the cutoff date.

What the Comfort Inn–Fiesta offers
All rooms have been renovated with new furniture and
small microwave and refrigerator. Free Deluxe Continental
Breakfast and newspaper in lobby. Free local phone calls. Wireless
Internet service. Remote satellite TV: HBO, ESPN, CNN. Sparkling
outdoor pool. In-room coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and boards.
Interior corridors, elevators, free parking. You will find the rooms
especially comfortable. Satisfaction guaranteed. The hotel with its
indoor corridors is arranged so you will experience instant
fellowship as soon as you step out of your rooms. It makes
possible a very intimate and family oriented Feast.

For more information
Contact Julian Cruz, Festival Coordinator and Pastor, Church of
God San Antonio, 219 Whitefield Ave, San Antonio, Texas 78223;
phone 210/333-7229; E-Mail: jcruz132@satx.rr.com.

Church’s Web page: www.churchofgodsa.com

Please E-mail, write or telephone Julian Cruz and let him
know if you are attending this Feast site along with the
number in your family and age of children. This infor-
mation will help us plan activities and serve you better.

Feast Site Announcement

The Great Lakes Church of
God will be keeping
the Feast of
Tabernacles at
Sevierville,
Tennessee.
Those who wish
to visit or attend are
encouraged to call or e-mail for details. 

906-440-3414 • RRicker@glcg.net • TheBeautifulThoughtsOfGod.com

More letters from our readers

gry greed and manipulation (and
worse), so the penny finally dropped,
as the British say. And I called it a day.

Since that time I have come to the
conclusion that you can’t even dis-
cuss some things with many Church
of God members. The reasons why
are neatly summed up in the essay
found at tinyurl.com/pj22ssa.

Please do not refer to me as mis-
ter. I am no man’s master (Matthew
23:8). I am a simple human being
who believes and practices, to the
best of my ability, love for my fel-
lowman (Matthew 7:12).

Sadly, I see this being practiced
more fervently in what Velvet refers to
as the world than I ever experienced in
the several Churches of God that I at-
tended, which partly explains my
absence from them today.

I have carefully reread my earli-
er letter to find out what I
wrote that provoked Velvet’s
vitriolic response. I could
find nothing but my attempt
to point out the illogical con-
clusion she had reached, and
then backed it up with factu-
al examples.

I am reminded of the
remark made by Helen Keller: People
do not like to think. Thinking leads to
conclusions, and conclusions are not
always pleasant.

Nevertheless, if Velvet or anyone
else is offended by my remarks, please
accept my sincere apology.

Finally, I believe Velvet displays
a typical form of rebuttal that I have
encountered many times in Church of
God circles:

When you can’t argue your point
by using the facts, resort to an ad-
hominem attack.

Bob Etheridge
Victoria, B.C., Canada

Orders of magnitude
I realize that in past issues Mrs.

Tina Engelbart and I have verbally
disagreed upon whether it is appropri-
ate for women to preach in services or
not—particularly in Mrs. Engelbart’s
current splinter group of choice, the
United Church of God, which up-
holds this teaching of the Church.

Upon contemplative reflection and
sober second thought, I now wish to
inform readers of THE JOURNAL that
even Mrs. Engelbart and her ilk, prat-
tling on about vapid women’s issues,
would be several orders of magnitude
more preferable to Darris McNeely’s
recent “Pentecost” sermon on The
Lord of the Rings!

Velvet Delorey
Corner Brook, Nfld., Canada

Glimpses at least
I thought I should actually write a

letter to the editor, and that would be

you, Dixon. Thank you for starting
THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES
OF GOD and for keeping it going.

THE JOURNAL is one of the most
hopeful and pleasing things to have
arisen in the course of my personal
life. Long ago I had hoped for better
things for the very audience you
serve. That audience is, I believe, “the
better” thanks to opportunities pre-
sented by THE JOURNAL.

Our Creator and King loves freedom
and enjoins His children to value and
celebrate it. He loves us and enjoins us
to love each other. It seems to me that
THE JOURNAL facilitates these values.

Time and chance, if not Providence,
brought me personally into acquain-
tance, at least, with rather many of the
people and groups appearing on the
pages of THE JOURNAL. It pleases me to
be able to continue to get glimpses, at
least, of their life and works.

One way or another I have come to
share many of their concerns and in-
terests. I have been happy to be able
to see a little of what they have been
thinking and doing, thanks to THE
JOURNAL.

May God’s grace abound to you!
Jeffrey Caldwell

Walnut Creek, Calif.

Until my last breath
Thanks for the article on Harry

Sneider, especially Harry’s comments
about his history with WCG and AC. 

[See “How a Disability Can Lead
to the Career of a Lifetime” by Dar-
lene Warren, issue No. 162, dated

May 31, 2014.]
I had to chuckle at

the comment from
Rod Meredith that he
wanted to have the
preachers look more
powerful. Sounds just
like him.

Harry’s comments
about his life were, as usual, humble
and modest. He helped many, many
hundreds of people, if not thousands,
over the 20-plus years he was in
Pasadena.

When I was an AC student in the
early to mid-’70s, Harry was known
for his enthusiasm, confidence and
expertise.

Later he was my trainer from
1983-1990 or so. I spent hundreds
of hours with him and was amazed
by his steadiness, humor and trust in
God.

During a personal crisis Harry liter-

‘THE JOURNAL is one of the most hopeful
and pleasing things to have arisen in

the course of my personal life.’

Continued from page 2

See MORE LETTERS, page 16
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Jan_Aaron_Young@q.com  Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com

Notes from part 7

P rime Minister Ben Gurion announced in a
1956 Knesset speech that Israel should

extend from Cyprus to Iraq, the extent of
Solomon’s reign. [Greedy for land.]

In 2005 Jimmy Carter visited Israel and
then wrote Palestine: Peace, Not Apartheid.
Describing the ‘security’ Wall that separates
Palestinians to choke their cities off and for
Jews to embrace their land. [It is not a democ-
racy as it claims. More like South Africa was
when protested against internationally.]

Five Israelis (at least 2 known Mossad agents)
were arrested on 911 for wearing Arab garb, ap-
pearing happy, and flickering a lighter while
filming the Twin Towers burning in the back-
ground. [An obvious ploy as a false flag opera-
tion to blame others, in this case make it look
like Arabs instigated the attacks.] They refused
lie detector tests and failed when they were test-
ed. They were found with $4700 cash in one of
their socks, and their van tested positive for ex-
plosives. After 10 weeks they went back to Israel
on visa violations; 3 appeared on Israeli TV and
one said they were to document the 911 events.

The Israeli-based instant messenger service
company Odigo warned 4000 Israelis in the
area hours before the attack so they escaped
harm and no Jews were hurt. But almost all
others were not warned.

Israel had means, motive and benefited the
most from the 911 attacks such as gaining ac-
cess to Iraq’s gas and oil. Also means of dis-
carding the evidence quickly before investiga-
tion. Others in the US government benefited and
aided them, as Cheney who denied jet intercepts
until it was too late. And profited in Halliburton,
building US military bases and provided sup-
plies and services for US troops (poorly and
gouging US taxpayers as usual). While claiming
to be patriotic, his company’s headquarters
moved to Dubai to avoid paying US taxes.

Compare the 911 conspiracy to a lesser one
in recent news. Two whistleblowers were fired
for reporting to the public about nuclear reac-
tor safety in Washington state, after first trying
to alert higher ups in the organization. They
knew they risked their jobs telling of shoddy
work, and were brave for speaking out. Many
would-be whistleblowers are deterred by the
company to fire them if they tell dark secrets.
Or just not believed by the public, in this case,
it took two to really get public attention.

On a similar note, NSA whistleblowers
leaked out how it was monitoring US citizens
as if they were terrorist suspects. Though
Snowden earlier did so and was vilified for
leaking secrets, and made the villain so he had
to flee the US. Many US citizens still did not
believe their own government would do so, but
even ally German leader Merkl complained of
NSA monitoring of her cell phone. Finally,
Congress has acted on Snowden’s warning to
try and limit NSA spying on US citizens.

Recent veteran hospital scandal—Some
vets died and many became worse because
they were made to wait so the administration
would look good. Those workers who spoke
out to higher ups were punished with lesser
jobs or fired. Wait files were kept on paper to
hide an electronic trail of what was really go-
ing on for years. So the shoddy treatment of
vets continues by the government despite rhet-
oric lauding their heroism in service.

The ‘War’ in Afghanistan
(See YouTube for Nation of Lies showing

such events as US presidents lying in public
speeches.) The longest military conflict in US
history continues in Afghanistan, surpassing
Vietnam (that halted due to public outcry). In
2010 US intelligence experts, General Petrae-
us and the CIA announced there were only 100
or less al Qaeda in Afghanistan. Yet the num-
ber of US and NATO forces there numbered
100,000 for at least a 1000:1 ratio. Add the
number of private military contractors (merce-
naries) for at least 1500:1 odds.

US is there to direct drug trade of opium, a
multibillion dollar business and to protect drug
lords. Pat Tillman learned first hand that we were
protecting the poppy fields and began to write
home about the deception. He vowed to risk his
pro football status to protest the wars, to tell the
American people the truth. But he was shot, first
claimed to be part of an heroic act by him. Then
the story changed to an accidental death of

friendly fire. “Multiple autopsies showed Pat Till-
man was shot repeatedly, by an American weap-
on, and American bullets from less than 12 feet
away.” The evidence points to him being si-
lenced by shooting him at close range.

As a result of the 911 attacks, Pat Tillman was
the recruiters’ poster boy since he gave up multi-
ple millions of dollars as a star NFL football
player to join the army. But he found out first
hand that Saddam Hussein had nothing to do
with 911. The war in Iraq was to gain their natu-
ral resources as oil and gas [now piped to Israel].
He later served in Afghanistan and learned US
troops were there to protect the opium drug trade.
Now protected by US soldiers promoting child
labor abuses, children can be unafraid while
picking the poppies for the illegal drug trade.

Autopsies of Tillman revealed 3 shots to the
head in close proximity—likely the first inca-
pacitated him and the other two were fired while
he lay still, and were shot from closer range.
Was this to shut him up before he told what the
US was really doing in the two illegal wars?

About Tillman from Wikipedia
[Note—This free and easily accessible

source is put out by the mainstream media so
can be biased and leave out some key informa-
tion, but what it does reveal can be astounding.]

“A report described in The Washington Post
on May 4, 2005, prepared at the request of
Tillman’s family by Brigadier General Gary
M. Jones revealed that in the days immediate-
ly following Tillman’s death, Army investiga-
tors were aware that Tillman had been killed
by friendly fire, shot three times in the head.
Jones reported that senior Army commanders,
including General John Abizaid, knew of this
fact within days of the shooting, but neverthe-
less approved the awarding of the Silver Star,
Purple Heart and a posthumous promotion to
the rank of Corporal [for Tillman].

“Lieutenant General Stanley McChrystal ap-
proved the Silver Star citation on April 28, 2004,
which gave a detailed account of Tillman’s
death including the phrase in the line of devas-
tating enemy fire, but the next day he sent a P4
confidential memo warning senior government
members that Tillman might actually have been
killed by friendly fire. Senior commanders
within the US Central Command, including
former Commander of the US Central Com-
mand General John Abizaid, were notified by
the P4 memo, which described Tillman’s high-
ly possible fratricide, four days before Till-
man’s nationally televised memorial service
during which he was lauded as a war hero for
dying while engaging the enemy.

“Jones reported that members of Tillman’s
unit burned his body armor and uniform in an
apparent attempt to hide the fact that he was
killed by friendly fire. His notebook in
which—according to author Jon Krakauer—
Tillman had recorded some of his thoughts on
Afghanistan, was also burned; a blatant viola-
tion of protocol. Several soldiers were subse-
quently punished for their actions by being re-
moved from the US Army Rangers.”

“Despite his fame, Tillman did not want to
be used for propaganda purposes. He spoke to
friends about his opposition to President Bush
and the Iraq war, and he had made an appoint-
ment with notable government critic Noam
Chomsky for after his return from the military.
The destruction of evidence linked to Till-
man’s death, including his personal journal,
led his mother to speculate that he was mur-
dered. General Wesley Clark agreed that it was
very possible.”

“On July 14, 2008, the House Committee
on Oversight and Government Reform re-
leased a proposed report titled Misleading In-
formation from the Battlefield: The Tillman
and Lynch Episodes. The committee stated
that its investigation was frustrated by a near
universal lack of recall among senior officials
at the White House and the military.”

Kevin Tillman of pro baseball
He enlisted in the Army when Pat did after

911, both serving together overseas. Kevin wrote
this later, on Nov. 6, the day before US elections:
“It gets me thinking about a conversation I had
with Pat before we joined the military. He spoke
about the risks with signing the papers. How
once we committed we were at the mercy of the
American leadership and the American people.
How we could be thrown in a direction not of our

volition. How fighting as a soldier would leave
us without a voice . . . until we got out.

“Much has happened since we handed over
our voice: Somehow we were sent to invade a
nation because it was a direct threat to the
American people, or to the world, or harbored
terrorists, or was involved in the September 11
attacks, or received weapons-grade uranium
from Niger, or had mobile weapons labs, or
WMD, or had a need to be liberated, or we
needed to establish a democracy, or stop an
insurgency, or stop a civil war we created that
can’t be called a civil war even though it is.
Something like that.

“Somehow our elected leaders were sub-
verting international law and humanity by set-
ting up secret prisons around the world, secret-
ly kidnapping people, secretly holding them
indefinitely, secretly not charging them with
anything, secretly torturing them. Somehow
that overt policy of torture became the fault of
a few bad apples in the military. . . . Somehow
the more soldiers that die, the more legitimate
the illegal invasion becomes.”

US Taxes Fund Terror!
How the US Funds the Taliban (see YouTube):

“US taxpayers are paying the Taliban, via the US
military that knows it is doing this. It takes plen-
ty of money to send supplies to Afghanistan,
everything from toilet paper to fuel, weapons and
troops. Flown in and then trucked to various
bases throughout Afghanistan. To protect these
supplies, trucks and truckers from attack by the
Taliban, the US State and Defense Departments
pay the Taliban to not attack US convoys. There
are two choices, this or each time supplies go out
they are accompanied by US troops to guard
them to and from, with deaths of troops likely.”
Relatives of Kharzai, the president of Afghani-
stan, direct a trucking company and a risk man-
agement company [and obviously make a profit]
and pay the Taliban from a $360 million con-
tract, using $6 million each year. Of course, the
Taliban uses the money to buy weapons and
other war supplies to fight US troops. These
bribes amount to 10-30% of the US costs in Af-
ghanistan. Included are US private contractors
hiring Taliban translators to translate! Do enemy
translators do so accurately? “If this bribing
occurred in the US, it would be called a protec-
tion racket and prosecuted . . . There are more
US private contractors in Afghanistan than US
troops, funded by US taxpayers.”

Colin Powell’s Chief of Staff
Speaks About Lies Leading to War With

Iraq (YouTube)—On 8-15-12 the former
Chief Lawrence Wilkerson was interviewed:
Hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians were
killed [when much of their infrastructure was
destroyed since US troops attacked even civil-
ian areas] though not reported on US TV
because we were the dominant power and
could do as we pleased.

US government officials have tried to shift the
blame for the 911 attacks on others. Bush and
Cheney were the most vocal since the attacks
happened on their watch, and they were the most
aggressive in blaming others because of this, to
try and hide this fact. If such an attack rivaling
Pearl Harbor occurred again, they likely would
have been impeached. So we spent $4 trillion on
the wars, which were certainly not cost effective.

After 911, “what has been called a terror in-
dustrial complex arose to profit off of the attacks
(similar to and conjunction with the military
industrial complex operating for decades [that
Eisenhower publicly warned about when he
retired]). Lots of people are making lots of
money off of this so-called global war on terror.”

The case against Saddam was formed from
half truths and outright falsehoods, from intel-
ligence services of the US and others, though
these facts were hid from Colin Powell who
presented the case to the UN. Based on fabri-
cated lies [so was embarrassed later].

In the summer of 2002 Wilkerson noted we
switched from torturing people to know when
another attack might occur since some time had
elapsed from 911, to torturing to justify attack-
ing Iraq. “To convince the American people we
should do so . . . If you asked those in charge
why they wanted to attack Iraq you would get
various answers: for oil, protect Israel, free
Iraqis to make democracy. Cheney was in it
since he is an oil man and Iraq had plenty of oil,
more than Saudi Arabia. Iraq already had a

fractured society [from continual US interfer-
ence] and much less people than say Iran.”

If Cheney were put on trial, Wilkerson claims
he would accuse him of torture, particularly
water boarding. Cheney told in private speech-
es, and some on video that he endorses water
boarding, that he does not believe it is torture.
These cruel methods do not work and they cre-
ate more enemies. Cheney was asked about if
Americans were tortured the same way, what he
would do. He skirted the issue, but inferred we
can do these acts because we are better than oth-
ers. That these other people have no right to do
so, but we do. “The kicker is, about 40% of
Americans agree with him (according to polls)
. . . We can do it because we have a bigger gun.”

Wilkerson claims the reckoning is coming
when we are just another country in the world,
likely in his children’s life time. When we will
no longer have the money, economy or mili-
tary might. So we will no longer be able to say
to the world We can torture you, but you can’t
torture us.

We have an executive power beyond the
control of the people, Congress or courts. “We
can go to war at the drop of a coin.”

Wilkerson quotes James Madison “When
you combine the power to initiate war with the
power to execute it you have achieved tyranny.”
[He also said “If Tyranny and Oppression come
to this land, it will be in the guise of fighting a
foreign enemy.” Congress was rushed after the
911 attacks to pass legislation in a hurry they did
not have time to read because of the sheer vol-
ume. Anthrax attacks (later found to be from a
US lab) contributed to the rush. The president
was not supposed to go to war without approval
of Congress, but the new law allowed him to do
so if he thought the threat was imminent.]

Wikipedia on Jessica Dawn Lynch
“[She] is a former US Army soldier who

served in Iraq during the 2003 invasion by US
and allied force . . . her convoy was ambushed
by Iraqi forces . . . Lynch was seriously injured
and captured. Her subsequent recovery by US
Special Operations Forces on April 1, 2003,
received considerable media coverage and
was the first successful rescue of an American
prisoner of war since Vietnam and the first
ever of a woman.

“Initial media reports on Lynch’s capture and
rescue in Iraq were incorrect. On April 24, 2007,
she testified in front of Congress that she had
never fired her weapon, her M16 rifle jammed,
and that she had been knocked unconscious
when her vehicle crashed. Lynch has been out-
spoken in her criticism of the original stories
reported regarding her combat experience.
When asked about her heroine status, she stated
That wasn’t me. I’m not about to take credit for
something I didn’t do . . . I’m just a survivor.”

“Lynch gave congressional testimony . . . that
the Pentagon had erroneously portrayed her as a
Rambo from the hills of West Virginia when, in
fact, she never fired a shot after her truck was
ambushed.” [So both Tillman’s and Lynch’s
events were initially made up to appear heroic.]

Jeremy Scahill—Dirty Wars
(See online video or his book. He previous-

ly investigated the US military contractor
Blackwater.) All wars are dirty. Obama
claimed drone strikes were clean due to their
precision, but civilians are destroyed with the
supposed terrorists. And these kinds of meth-
ods create terrorists in retaliation. [Who made
the US judge and executioner?]

Elite US troops conduct frequent night
raids. In one episode they shot the wrong peo-
ple, so came back and took out bullets and
changed the story line, blaming it on others.

Someone holding a grudge against someone
else will report to the US that he is a terrorist,
so the US responds by executing him by drone
strike or night raid. No due process, no demo-
cratic method.

The US is fighting 70 nations in covert
strikes, the world is its battlefield. Yemen is a
nation subject to many US drone strikes for
suspected terrorist activity. One killed two US
citizens there. It was found out later the strike
was ordered on faulty intelligence reports.

Many journalists play and interact with
White House leaders as Biden. The White
House gives them leaks to report on since they
report what it wants told nationally. Embedded
journalists (as those reporting on the Iraq and
Afghan wars) can be protected, their expenses
of travel, food and shelter taken care of, and
they are spoon-fed stories, one a day.

On the other hand, those doing investigative
reporting on their own have to have their
expenses paid by their company, and their
safety is at much higher risk. Obama is target-
ing whistleblowers and journalists telling the
real stories.

—Mr. Jan Young

Plane Truth Part 8
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I n the previous part (No. 162,
May 31, 2014) of this two-part
article, I traced the migration
of a class of Jews from within

the borders of the Roman Empire into
northern Turkey. It was in that territo-
ry that they became known as Ash-
kenazis. Their migration took place
after the war of 132 A.D. These Jews
were not of the tribes of Israel who
had to migrate out of Roman territo-
ry after their defeat in 70 A.D.

In fact, the Jews who migrated
out of the borders of the Roman Em-
pire in 132 A.D. were enemies of the
Israelites who were expelled before
them. Those Ashkenazi Jews support-
ed Rome against the kindred of our
ancestors!

I showed how they went to north-
ern Turkey and then, with the inva-
sions of the Arabs, settled in the
steppes of Russia, where they became
known as Khazars. Anyone who be-
lieves that said Ashkenazi/Khazar
Jews are descended from Jacob/Israel
is totally deceived.

In Part 2 I expand, and move into,
“appearances.” To begin, it will be nec-
essary to show the description of a peo-
ple called the “white Sythians.” (The
original Sythians, prior to the Greek/
Persian war, were of the tribe of Ja-
pheth, and they too lived in the steppes
of Russia—as did the white Sythians

and later the Ashkenazi gentiles.)
After the Greeks defeated the Per-

sians, the white Sythians migrated in-
to the northern part of today’s Turkey
and became a part of the Israelite
Parthian Empire. The Ashkenazi, gen-
tile, Jews lived just to the south of
those tribes of Israel.

With the invasion of the Arab

peoples into the area of the Parthian
Empire, there was a migration, with
the Israelite tribes moving, gradually,
into the north and northwest. At the
same time, the Ashkenazis migrated
into the steppes of Russia, where they
became known as the Khazars.

I won’t repeat the parts of Part 1

in which I show that these Ashkenazi/
Khazar Jews migrated back and forth.
Rather, I am going to go into the main
point of this part and talk about
appearances.

Early writers show that the white
Sythians were of a general appear-
ance that was not the same as the
appearance of the Ashkenazi/Kha-

zar Jews. The white Sythians, for
clearer description, were “taller,
slimmer, and had lighter complex-
ion, hair and eyes.”

The Edomite Jews who were ex-
pelled from Roman territories in 132
A.D. are never identified by said ap-
pearances. In fact, since they were

Herodian Jews, they would have been
shorter, stockier and with darker com-
plexion, hair and eyes.This is just what
would be expected of a people that
was descended from Esau and his mar-
riage to two Canaanite women.

In modern times, there is a book,
written by a man named Stephen Bir-
mingham. In his book, Birmingham de-

scribes two completely different groups
of Jews who migrated from Europe
during the last half of the 1800s.

The first group to migrate to Amer-
ica he labels as “German Jews.” The
second group he labels as “Russian
Jews.” The German Jews migrated to
America between 1850 and 1870.
They numbered around a few hun-
dred thousands.

The second migration of Russian
Jews took place from around 1880 to
the First World War. During that time,
nearly eight million Russian Jews mi-
grated to America.

Birmingham describes the appear-
ance of the German Jews to be (for
description only) “taller, slimmer, with
lighter complexion, hair, and eyes.” His
description of the Russian (Ashkenazi/
Khazar) Jews was that they were “short-
er, stockier, and had darker complex-
ion, hair, and eyes.”

There are no descendants of Jacob/
Israel who are “shorter, stockier, with
darker skin, hair, and eyes.” And, you
cannot prove it. History or Scripture.

The 13th tribe continued

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —

In Russia these Edomites became known
as Khazars, and they lived there until
the Mongol invasions from the East.

— Of Khazars and Ashkenazis —

★ www.creatorscovenant.org or .com ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

The Old Covenant is not the Sinai Covenant
Most attending a Sabbath keeping church of God think it is. The rest don’t know one way or

the other and haven’t thought about it much. This in spite of the Old Covenant playing a
major part in the doctrinal changes that tore apart the Worldwide Church of God.

Then the temple of God was opened in heaven,
and the ark of His covenant was seen in His
temple. And there were lightnings, noises,
thunderings, an earthquake, and great hail
(Rev 11:19).

D oes God need to have a yard
sale to clean out His temple?
What is the ark still doing in

His temple if the covenant inside is old
or obsolete?

In fact, His covenant is not the Old
Covenant. His covenant is forever! “He
has commanded His covenant forever”
(Ps 111:9b). “He remembers His covenant
forever, THE word which He commanded,
for a thousand generations” (Ps 105:8). About
140 generations have passed since Moses.

The Protestant roots of the WCG still
tug at the churches of God. They assume
that His covenant is the Old Covenant
because of old Protestant teaching and
sloppy reading.

The confirmation of the “Old Cove-
nant” is recorded in Hebrews 9:18-22. It
claims that Moses sacrificed calves and
goats, sprinkled the tabernacle and uten-
sils after telling the people every major
precept of the Law.

The confirmation of the Sinai cove-
nant is recorded in Exodus 24:3-8. There
Moses read from a book that consisted
of the instruction he had just been given
in Exodus 20-23. It didn’t contain every
major precept of the Law. The priest-
hood of Levi is not mentioned. Sin offer-
ings are not mentioned. National curses
are not mentioned. At Sinai Moses of-
fered oxen or young bulls, not calves and
goats. To top it off, he didn’t sprinkle the
tabernacle or utensils because they didn’t
exist. Moses had not even received the
plans for them yet. Either Hebrews is re-
ferring to a different covenant and
different time than the covenant at
Sinai or Hebrews is very sloppy.

In fact it is referring to a different
covenant. “These are the words which
Moses spoke to all Israel on this side of the
Jordan . . .” (Deu 1:1a). “Moses spoke to the
children of Israel according to all that the
LORD had given him as command-
ments to them” (Deu 1:3b). “These are the
words of the covenant which the LORD
commanded Moses to make with the chil-
dren of Israel in the land of Moab, besides
the covenant which He made with them in
Horeb” (Deu 29:1). “Therefore keep the
words of this covenant, and do them, that you

may prosper in all that you do” (Deu 29:9).
Thirty-nine-plus years after Sinai the

tabernacle did exist and Moses explained
the fundamentals of everything he had
been given from God. Hebrews 9 is re-
ferring to this Deuteronomy covenant.

Among other things, God didn’t com-
mand offerings at Sinai. “For I did not speak
to your fathers, or command them in the day
that I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices” (Jer
7:22). But they were certainly expected in
Deuteronomy (Deu 12:8-11; 18:1).

One does not add to a covenant. “Though
it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is con-
firmed, no one annuls or adds to it”
(Gal 3:15b). Since God put additional re-
quirements on Israel, He made a second
covenant to put the new regulations on
a plane equal to His Covenant that He
proclaimed at Sinai. The words of Deu-
teronomy define the terms of this sec-
ond covenant.

“So it was, when Moses had completed
writing the words of this law in a book,
when they were finished, 25 that Moses
commanded the Levites, who bore the ark
of the covenant of the LORD, saying: 26
‘Take this Book of the Law, and put it

beside the ark of the covenant of the
LORD your God, that it may be there as a
witness against you’ ” (Deu 31:24-26).
The Law is a second covenant that

was placed near The Covenant of the
Lord. It did not replace it, nor was it the
same covenant. It contained new regula-
tions, which could not be added or
merged into the Sinai covenant. This
covenant that ratified the Law of Moses
is the Old Covenant, not the covenant
made at Sinai. If the scroll of the law
becomes old, that does nothing to His
Covenant, the Covenant of the Lord that
predated it. His covenant is forever.

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. If they
have been unable to understand some-
thing so basic to His mind and the his-
torical record of scripture, how can you
expect that they can teach you the deep
truth of God? Develop your own rela-
tionship with your Creator with an in-
depth study of His word. This is the tip
of the iceberg of misunderstanding that
blinds (Rev 3:17) the churches of God. A
complete understanding of His mind
begins with understanding His cove-
nant and how it relates to the Law.
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Chiang Mai, Thailand 2014
Feast of Tabernacles

Every year Legacy Foundation in Thailand
sponsors a Festival of Tabernacles site
in Chiang Mai. Attendees include
international visitors as well as local Church
of God members and families. Activities
and amenities include . . .

• Daily worship
services

• Bible seminars
• Cultural events and

performances 
• Visit to Legacy

Foundation School 
• Queen Sirikit agricultural

Demonstration Farm tour
• Elephant Farm tour
• Teakwood Carving and tour of

Handicraft Center
• Accommodations provided by the

Empress Hotel and Convention Center
• Extra–Festival activities abound:

Local shopping at the Night Bazaar or
Sunday Market

• Tourist attractions:
Tiger Kingdom, Flight of
the Gibbon, Night
Safari, etc.

• Western food:
Starbucks, McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, The Duke’s
and much more

For more information please contact
Anita Showers • 330-852-2709 • mail@legacyinstitute.org • www.legacyinstitute.org

Festival Directors Leon and Gloria Sexton

More letters from our readers

ally saved my life through his counsel,
prayer and gentle support, and for this
I am forever grateful that God placed
him in my life at that critical moment.

Harry worked with your dreams,
your complaints and your everyday
thoughts.

He treated everyone the same,
whether it was an NFL cornerback, an
Olympic silver medalist, the costar of
Leave It to Beaver or a working stiff.

I was fortunate to meet and be-
come workout friends with all of the
above.

For several years Harry played a
tape with the music from the movie
Diner, and I fondly recall the tune
about a frog that always made you
look up and laugh.

Harry, on one leg, could toss a
football at least 50-60 yards. He
played softball in the WCG employee
league and just about knocked the
hide off the ball when at bat.

Also, he devised a pitching method
whereby he tossed the ball 20-some
feet into the air—and it came down
almost vertically.

He will be an inspiration to me
until my last breath.

I appreciate your ministry of
informing and educating via the print-
ed word!

Keith D. Speaks
Highland, Ind.

Polygamy is always wrong
While the New Testament doesn’t

outright condemn polygamy, the
author of the polygamy article [page
15, May 31, 2014, issue No. 162, “A
Lesson From Polygamy,” by Cre-

atorsCovenant.org] errs when refer-
ring to the apostle Paul’s instructions.

The author of the article says Paul’s
instruction that deacons and elders are
to be the husband of one wife applied
only to areas of the Roman Empire
where polygamy was illegal.

If that were so, Paul would have
written so. This is no light manner
that can be ignored, with same-sex
and polygamous marriage being
made legal in the United States and
other countries.

Just as the Catholic Church is a
good example of the resulting corrup-
tion due to its ignoring that a deacon

or elder must be the husband of one
wife, fundamentalist Mormon church-
es that allow deacons or elders to
have multiple wives are a good exam-
ple of the corruption that practice re-
sults in.

Indeed, deacons and elders often
have 20 or more wives.

With all those unmarried men, it is
not surprising Mormons support same-
sex marriage and have their own gay-
pride parade in Salt Lake City.

In countries like Afghanistan where
polygamy is common, sodomy is also
common.

Same-sex marriage is not love

because it causes much harm, with an
average life span of only 41 years for
a man married to a man, vs. 75 years
for a man married to a woman.

Those who don’t repent of the sin
of sodomy are denying themselves of
God’s love of forgiveness.

Robert Peterson
Barrett, Minn.

Some people never learn
This is in response to Tina Engel-

bart writing on page 3, issue No. 153,
July 22, 2013 [“Just What Did Jesus
Mean About Women Rulers?”].

The Hebrew is the original text and
therefore the reliable one.

Some people have the idea that a
minister is one who preaches and is
ordained to be an elder. There is no
such position, as seen in 1 Corin-
thians 12:28.

Phebe, or Phoebe, was a servant-
deaconess-minister of the church.
That terminology has no meaning of
preaching at all. It means a person
who serves.

Jesus Christ showed that He came
not to be served but to serve. He also
did this by washing feet.

Every office of God is for service.
Consider Luke 22:27.

Peter’s wife’s mother was sick, at
the point of death. Jesus healed her.
She arose and ministered unto them
(Mark 1:31). She did not preach to
them or perform the office of an elder.
Probably she fixed them some food
(Matthew 8:15; Luke 4:39; Acts 6:2).

Some women crave authority over
men, wanting to preach at them and
tell them what to do.

Isaiah 3:12 is not the only prohibi-
tion of rulership by women.

Some women even resist 1 Corin-
thians 11:3, where Paul shows the
husband is over or head of the wife.

They also resist 1 Corinthians

14:34-35. They are to let their hus-
bands tell them.

They also resist 1 Peter 3:1-6.
They don’t want to be in subjection

to their husbands.
They wish that set of verses were

not in the New Testament.
They live to use their mouths as

Job’s wife did, fussing at their hus-
bands: “Curse God and die.”

No matter how many scriptures are
quoted, some will try to make a retort
to the holy Word of God.

Lawrence Mumme
Tucson, Ariz.

Heretical pushover
Attributed to entertainer Emo

Phillips: __________
Once I saw this guy on a bridge

about to jump. I said, “Don’t do it!”
He said, “Nobody loves me.”
I said, “God loves you. Do you

believe in God?” He said, “Yes.”
I said, “Are you a Christian or a

Jew?”
He said, “A Christian.”
I said, “Me too! Protestant or

Catholic?” He said, “Protestant.”
I said, “Me too! What franchise?”
He said, “Baptist.”
I said, “Me too! Northern Baptist

or Southern Baptist?”
He said, “Northern Baptist.”
I said, “Me too! Northern Conser-

vative Baptist or Northern Liberal
Baptist?”

He said, “Northern Conservative
Baptist.”

I said, “Me too! Northern Conser-
vative Baptist Great Lakes Region or
Northern Conservative Baptist East-
ern Region?”

He said, “Northern Conservative
Baptist Great Lakes Region.”

I said, “Me too! Northern Conser-
vative Baptist Great Lakes Region
Council of 1879 or Northern Conser-
vative Baptist Great Lakes Region
Council of 1912?”

He said, “Northern Conservative
Baptist Great Lakes Region Council
of 1912.”

I said, “Die, heretic!” And I pushed
him over.

Reginald Killingley
Big Sandy, Texas

‘Harry Sneider worked with your dreams, your
complaints and your everyday thoughts. He will

be an inspiration to me until my last breath.’

Continued from page 13

The bridges class, designed for
preteens who can read, was taught by
Diana Havir of Nacogdoches.

The teen class was taught by David
Havir III of Nacogdoches.

The adult interactive Bible study
had been canceled to encourage more
people to hear the first sermon.

The first sermon was by Mr. Havir,
titled “You Are the Seed.”

Mr. Havir often asks someone to
sing for the conclusion of his ser-
mons. On this day Paula Hughes of
Tyler sang “You Are the Seed.”

Family sermon
After the break the church recom-

menced with two congregational
hymns and special music before the
second sermon.

Wes White of Big Sandy sang a

song by Twila Paris titled “Watch and
Pray.”

The second sermon was by John
Reedy of Tyler, titled “The Most
Important Thing in Your Life.”

Mr. Reedy owns a large landscap-
ing business  and serves as an elder in
the CGI.

After the sermon and the last con-
gregational hymn, Mr. Forrestier
asked Larry Watkins of Big Sandy to
give the closing prayer and to give
thanks for the meal.

Food and fellowship
Before the church service, families

brought food into the building owned
by the Church of God Big Sandy.

After the service, some in the audi-
ence brought out tables in the back of
the hall to accommodate the potluck
meal.

CGI-CGBS meets for Pentecost
Continued from page 1

P astor Woodland and the
brethren of First Century
Church of God are giving
praise and honor to God for

the healing progress of Deacon Thyon
Woodland. They would like to thank all
the brethren of the Churches of God
everywhere, locally and overseas, for
their commitment to fasting and prayer
for Deacon Thyon’s healing. They ex-
pressed that there were family members
also in fasting and prayer who designat-
ed Friday nights to call in on a prayer line
to pray for Thyon, and that it will be
ongoing until Thyon returns home.
Beverlie, his mom, and Sharon, his wife,
have expressed their encounter of an
extraordinarily high level of Faith in God
among brethren, such as they have never
seen before. They said people believed
God for things that were seemingly
impossible. They said the doctors told the
family that Thyon would not eat by mouth
again; that he would not talk again; that
he would be a “vegetable” due to severe
damage to his brain from the basal gan-

glia hemorrhage that he suffered—along
with a stroke on the right side of his body.
This happened on March 16, 2014.
The people of God prayed and fasted and
dared to believe God for his healing, and
today Thyon is eating by mouth, talking

and laughing, and
moving his right
foot and right hand
a bit. His cognitive
skills are working
and are gradually
getting better. Some-
times his voice gets
a bit low so we
took a karaoke ma-
chine with a micro-
phone to the nurs-

ing home and that helped us to hear
every word he said.
Today, we are seeing that he does not
need the microphone anymore. His voice
has surfaced audibly these last couple of
days. The family and brethren from
FCCOG say thanks to everyone for the
prayers, love and support.

Praise Report from First Century
Church of God, Baltimore, Md.

Thyon Woodland
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By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
Church of God, Faithful Flock

S
ome few years before the death of Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong, he cautioned ministers and members
alike that what we were seeing at the time was not
going to remain the same; things were going to
change and we needed to begin preparing for them—

knowing “the Kingdom of God is at hand” (Matthew 10:7).
House of Joseph: As he predicted, we are seeing radical

changes to the extreme in virtually all areas of society in
America, Britain and Canada! At the same time End-Time
Prophesies have been opened to the understanding of the
true and faithful ministers of Jesus Christ, revealing time has
almost run out for the House of Israel! 

Britain: UK Bans Creationism in School
(Blake Neff )—Schools in the United Kingdom
are banned from teaching creationism following
a clarification of regulations released by the UK
government last week. Their rejection of God
has led to the opening up of a Pandora’s Box to
all kinds of evil in their societies.

“Lawlessness”: This parallels what Jesus
Christ spoke to His apostles of the end-time in
His Olivet prophesy: “And because lawless-
ness will abound, the love of many will
grow cold” (Matthew 24:12). 

The societies in Britain and America have
not only rejected God, but their continued
effort is to prevent any mention of the name
of Jesus Christ in prayers or otherwise in public and in the
school system. Therefore their flagrant disobedience and
abominable sinful ways go unchecked and are accelerating
like a speeding car out of control. 

Corporate Churches: This scripture also applies in prin-
ciple to the many ministers who have no recognition of the
TRUE Jesus Christ; that is, if they ever had any at all! There-
fore they have no reverent FEAR of Him. 

Their lack of fear of God led to their rejection of the very
MAN whom Jesus Christ raised up to restore His laws and
doctrinal teachings within His one true Church (Malachi 4:4-
6; Matthew 17:10-11). 

This is as true today as it was with Israel of old when they
rejected the LORD God by rejecting Moses His chosen vessel to
lead His people out of Egypt (Exodus 16:8; Numbers 12:8; 16:3-34).

Rejecting the Man: It is a truism that when one dis-
agrees with the teachings of anyone, first reject the teacher
in one way or another and his teachings will then go by the
wayside and no longer be remembered. This is what religion
did with the Messiah and His Gospel Message. 

We have also witnessed this in our recent history beginning
January 17, 1986. It began by cleverly impugning the name of Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong with the intention of destroying his
credibility. This continued until December 1994—at which
time it was declared all of the restored teachings including the
Ten Commandments and other laws of God were no longer
necessary to be obeyed. They accepted Protestantism! 

Though the changes since that time with the corporate
churches have not been as radical, they nevertheless fol-
lowed suit and went off track, having accepted some of the
apostate’s pagan teachings. The parallel fits! They rejected
the real Jesus Christ just as did the others! 

And, just as the Jews rejected Jesus Christ, the ministers
of the corporate churches have rejected His apostle, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong, and the doctrinal teachings that he
was used by Jesus Christ to restore within His Church—doc-
trinal teachings with which they disagreed.

“There will be Wars and Rumors of War” Matthew
24:6: This is also a warning Scripture that would precede the

return of Jesus Christ to this earth. This is now being wit-
nessed today throughout the Middle East, Egypt, etc.: an
impending war by Russia with the Ukraine seeking to
restore her former empire. The wars and rumors of wars
have not yet reached their prophesied peak, but will within
the next few short years. 

Curses from God: And, as bad as all of these things now
are, they are only preparatory to the worst changes of all that
will bring about even greater curses on the House of Joseph
as made known in many warning Scriptures due to the con-
tinued lawless changes being witnessed on an unparalleled
scale (Leviticus 26; Deuteronomy 28). Daily they are being seen
via the news media! 

Just as it was with the extremely sinful pre-Flood world
and Sodom and Gomorrah, so it is today with
the House of Joseph. Scripture makes known
that God is no respecter of persons, and end-
time prophecy reveals their abominable sins
are to soon lead them into such horrible times
as never before experienced or ever will again
as corrective punishment (Matthew 24:21-22). 

Starvation Coming: Consider the recent
headline as a prelude of what will soon be tak-
ing place wholesale throughout society: 

Friday, June 6, 2014—A 23-year-old woman
in Houston was killed in a car crash after
pulling out of a private drive into fast-mov-
ing traffic. After she was killed, onlookers
stole the groceries out of the back of
her SUV. As the Houston Chronicle reports:

“. . . Eye-witnesses told police they saw people steal groceries out of
the dead woman’s SUV.” 

Sleeping: Sad to say, most people are asleep, including
those who profess to be ministers and members of God’s
Church, when they should be awake to what is taking place
and realizing the shortness of time (Romans 13:11-12). How-
ever, like the proverbial frog in a pan of warming water, it
will soon be too late to make the needed physi-
cal and spiritual preparation for the
worst changes of all to soon come, and
the unprepared will have to suffer the
prophesied curses (Revelation 18:4-5). 

“There Will Be Famines” (Matthew
24:7)—For those who keep up with the
news media, we are seeing the curse of the
continued squeezing drought that is leading
to the prophesied famine. California appears
to be in the lead and is presently experiencing
very serious drought conditions as noted in
the following headline from June 20, 2014, in
an article by Ted Woody (Takepart.com):

California’s Catastrophic Drought Just
Got Worse—“. . . The government-funded
United States Drought Monitor classifies the
entire state as in drought, and as of Tuesday near-
ly 77 percent was in ‘extreme drought.’ ”

The Almighty God Controls the Rain—It must be real-
ized God has control of the weather—including rain or the
lack of it! (Jeremiah 5:24). Speaking to His people Israel, the
LORD God says:

“I also withheld RAIN from you, when there were
three months to the harvest. I made it RAIN on one
city, I withheld RAIN from another city. One part was
rained upon, and where it did NOT rain the part with-
ered. So two or three cities wandered to another city
to drink water, but they were not satisfied; yet you
have not returned to Me” (Amos 4:7-8; 5:1-3). 

Realizing California is providing the nation’s grocery stores
with much of its produce could be the reason God is with-

holding the needed rain. And, unless this is corrected this
coming year by needful rains to fill its dams and reservoirs and
the irrigation system and replenish the aquifer, those foods
will be so rapidly diminished that trucks from other states will
no longer be on its highways to haul its produce to their
states. A very recent headline and article tells it all:

Drought Outlook: ‘Disastrous Consequences’ If 2015
Is Dry—from posts by Craig Miller, blogs.kqed.org/sci-
ence/author/cmiller, KQED Science, June 11, 2014:

Desperation Drives People to do the Unthinkable:
Society is living on the very edge, a very thin veneer of normal-
cy. It would take very little to cause a rush on the grocery stores
by people beginning to stockpile foods. Society will then be
facing terrible times leading to anarchy and military rule!

The Breadbasket States: It should also be realized the
breadbasket states of this nation are also experiencing seri-
ous droughts or floods; the squeeze continues. In reality
nothing is going right in this country and England! 

Note a closing quote from just one article from many that
speak of the seriousness that society will soon be facing and
will not know what to do to save themselves, even if they
could. I pray for God’s mercy for all of us.

Friday, June 06, 2014, by Mike Adams, the Health
Ranger: “Think about this: if onlookers would steal gro-
ceries out of a dead woman’s car even in ‘good’ times, imagine
what starving people will do in desperate times.”

THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Jesus Christ led His
apostle and the promised Elijah—Mr. Herbert W. Arm-
strong—to write this last book of his life to be A RE-
MINDER to God’s true people of all of the doctrinal teachings
He had RESTORED within His Church through him. By
the use of this original unedited book with the Holy
Bible, His people should be enabled to recognize the
strong deception that is now on His Church by Satan
the devil and keep themselves from it. 

The Philadelphia Remnant—To be kept in-
formed from a Biblical perspective of the meaning
of the continued record-breaking disasters in
the nations of Israel and other major problems that
are now coming closer together, we offer freely a
subscription to our magazine. It can also be read
on our website (cog-ff.com).

The Ten Commandments Book—This is a
fairly new book and can be read or downloaded
from our website (cog-ff.com). This book con-
tinues to support what Jesus Christ used His
Promised Elijah of the End-time to restore: the
Ten Commandments, Statutes and Judgments,
along with the original Doctrinal Teachings
(Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).

The Three Elijahs—The book The
Three Elijahs can be read on our web-
site (cog-ff.com) or downloaded from it.

This book makes known how these Three Men
were used by God to perform basically the same responsi-
bilities and for the same reasons. 

God had ample reason for these three men to have the
same name as Elijah. And, though John and Mr. Armstrong
had their own names, they were “to go forth before Him
(Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke
1:16-17). The identity of the end-time Elijah is established
with Biblical proof and by his fruits.

http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire con-
tents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsist-
ing in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this
publication belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of owner-
ship therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).
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Q: Do Christian philosophical
deceit and God’s apparent
limitations respecting massive
evil militate against God’s
existence?

Part Six

P rologue: One essential attribute of
astute writers, speakers, or observant
poker players is recognizing when to
quit. Most Christian speakers, in my

experience, have neglected to learn this simple
but essential lesson. They talk too much.

Well, all good things must come to an end,
someone said. I don’t know why. I like good
things. But there it is. This will be my
final Journal component of Just Table
Talk, my dogged pursuit of Biblical
Truth—truth that corresponds and
conforms to reality.

It is a Work in Progress, so on I go.
Truth is neither arbitrary nor self-con-
tradictory. Neither does it necessarily
equate with church doctrine. My writ-
ings are meant to stimulate discussion
of philosophical observations. They
should be judged on merit, not on their
conformity to any doctrine. Change, for
want of a better word, is a superb prism
through which one can see things that
are normally hidden from view.

“Ultimately the measure of a think-
er is his ability to discover the truth, not wheth-
er he is popular or acknowledged by an estab-
lishment . . . Each individual . . . must use his
own reason[ing] to judge the merit of an idea,
and objectivity should be the watchword.”1

Indeed! Not even biblical writings should be
accepted uncritically.

Absent definitive confirmation, biblical
manuscripts likely had their birth within oral
tradition.2 No doubt, most such chronicles
are enhanced at each retelling, often to make
the subject much greater than it was origi-
nally. In fact, it appears that few oral narra-
tives, handed down from generation to gen-
eration, can be as unvarnished as the original
telling of the story; memories easily become
distorted.

Therefore, it seems reasonable that biblical
narratives are not simply unprocessed descrip-
tions of factual events, but processed imagery:
localized heroic tales colorized with genera-
tional emendations, amendments, additions, de-
letions, revisions, and doctrinal modifications.

Often the story will have a thread of truth
somewhere within it.At other times stories will
have little resemblance to any truth whatsoev-
er, as in the mythical Book of Job.

One responsibility of the trustworthy re-
searcher/writer—and preacher—is to attempt
to separate fact from fiction, reality from imag-
ination, certainty from assumption: a virtually
impossible task when stories spend years on
the assembly line; hence speculative emotional
dogma emerges.

The Problem That Won’t Go Away: I
believe God (Yahweh) does not have the power
to intervene in the affairs of mankind to any
great extent to impede the Problem of Evil. Or
he is unable to use such power as he has.

History positively corroborates my argu-
ment. But prove all things to yourself. However
improbable, it may be faintly possible that God
is omnipotent but is unwilling to use his power
to help innocent sufferers. That is chilling.

Such unwillingness would be most regret-
table: Allowing the plague of massive gratu-
itous evil (natural and moral) engulfing the
world to continue unabated means God would
be a coconspirator with scoundrels as well as
being indifferent and heartless.

Consider the Jobian fable where such a
“God” is portrayed as in league with a scoun-
drel. In this bogus account, God is falsely por-

trayed as a rogue or a fool, sanctioning evil
deeds.3 Incongruously, Christians embrace the
legend.

“I . . . bring disaster”!4 How does a God
possessing unlimited power merit respect
when he creates disaster and refuses to ease
the suffering of innocents? Are they sacrifices
for the “greater good”? How so?

Yet many Christians accept the unjustifiable
and foul “greater-good” deception and God’s
unlimited power, plus the unprovable irrational
assertion that God has declared “Hands off!”
and refuses to proceed until the “end of time.”

True to form, conforming Christians dare
not— nay, must not—accuse God. Guilt then
transfers to Adam, mankind, and a perverted

“super-angel” called
“Satan.”5

Might God’s pre-
sumed omnipotence6

be redefined as
something less than
unlimited power?

Certainly. How
then is the extent of
God’s power meas-
ured? How great is
his authority? Does it
vary according to the
situation?

Let’s begin by
what we witness—
by what God is or is

not doing in the world.
Facts: Decent persons are being murdered

and assaulted, en masse, on a daily basis.
Millions starving; innocent schoolgirls kid-
napped; the unborn, babies, children, mothers,
fathers severely assaulted; natural disasters
take their enormous toll. No boundaries exist
with the Problem of Evil.

No substantial interventions? What does
that tell us? Is God (a) unable, or (b) able but
unwilling, to intervene?

The Unmotivated God: Might it be delu-
sional to define God as infinite, omnipotent,
and omniscient, suggesting he is a “personal
God” to billions, and then burden him with a
prejudiced, overvalued significance of mere
human beings?

This super-deity knows everything: the end
from the beginning, they say.7 He can create
anything, do anything, and destroy anything.
What could such a God possibly find interest-
ing in humanity? Or what could God find
important anywhere within the known uni-
verse? He has been there, done that.

The idea of relative importance of anything
is our creation, not God’s.An omnipotent being
has no need to rank things. To such a God,
what in the universe would be more interest-
ing, more worthy, more useful, more threaten-
ing, or more important than anything else? Has
God said human beings are more important
than, say, a dog, a plant, a rock, or a sparrow?

If you were such a God, what would you
want? Imagine you are omnipotent.You can do
anything, create anything, be anything—you
define morality. As soon as you decide you
want something, change something, or desire
something to happen, even destroy someone,
poof! Done. It becomes reality.

Want to play the clarinet? Poof! You got it.
Get the “perfect” dog? Boom! There he sits.

Climb a mountain? Whoosh! Carve an intricate
and perfect animal out of the hardest and
densest wood, life-size? Zip! Done. You name
it. Do you want a rain cloud, lightning flash,
planet, or moon? Travel?

Does it make sense, then, to think of an
omnipotent God wanting anything? Does it
make sense, then, that an omnipotent God
would be motivated to do anything? To reach
down to earth and mess about somehow?

Does it make sense, then, that humans res-
urrected with all-power would be just as un-
motivated? Create a world? Flash! All done . . .
and how eternally boring.

What about the challenge of intellectual cre-
ation? Omnipotence means that nothing
would be a challenge. What intellectual con-
cept could stimulate the mind of someone who
knows everything? Prayers? Supplications?
Weeping? Bloody sacrifices? What could this
lofty God (or you as a Family God) possibly dis-
cover from anything anyone might say or do?

God knows all things that will be said in all
languages, every thought, all futures, all results
of every horse race, every sparrow that falls,
every hair of every human that succumbs to
gravity, everything; all those minutiae and
more reside in his head.

Such a God would have no emotions, no con-
cern, no love, no fears, no desires, no curiosity,
and no hunger for anything new or different. He
would be a dreary God bored to tears. He might
consider suicide, but he is stuck; he is infinite.

Hunger, fear, pain, desires, needs, love, and
cares all motivate humans and animals. Hu-
mans are driven by passions, need for commu-
nity, diversion, family, creativity, and freedom.
But an omnipotent God would care not a wit
for these things.

Why would such a God create anything? God
would have none of these fancies or motivations.
If he knows the future and all, and has every-
thing, why should he intervene on earth? What
then would motivate God? Absolutely nothing.

But, thankfully, such a God does not exist.8
Religious Conformity: Doctrinal confor-

mity diminishes free will, stops dissent, and im-
pedes objective thinking. Sometimes the great-
est threat to free will is not the thug with a
gun, but those who have the power of intellec-
tual and emotional control—those that church

members dare not irritate.
“One consequence of the fact that we are

social animals is that we live in a state of ten-
sion between values associated with individual-
ity and conformity. . . . [T]he absence of dissent,
which convey[s] the illusion of unanimity, pre-
vents any individual from entertaining the pos-
sibility that other options might exist. . . . In the
face of conformity pressures, individual group
members come to doubt their own reservations
and refrain from voicing dissenting opinions. [I]f
individuals believe they have little or no ability
for the task at hand, their tendency to conform
increases. . . . The presence of a fellow dissenter
dramatically reduces the pressure to conform. .
. . [T]here are two possible reasons why people
conform: The behavior of others [rejection or
ridicule] . . . or to gain a reward (as love or
acceptance) from the group.”9

My Confession: It is said that confession
is good for the soul. Then I confess. I eagerly
learned and zealously accepted a number of
idealistic schemes based primarily on the bias-
es of my adopted church’s leadership—an

admixture of truth and nonsense that wound
up skewing most everything in its wake.

I was a believer. Like others at my elbow, I
sang those special hymns and sometimes wept.
I genuinely enjoyed the fellowship of many like-
minded, albeit fair-weather, friends. (A few
members were, and still are, genuine friends.) I
(we) traveled many miles and sacrificed a pile
of cash to be with them and to be loyal church
members. Alas, disappointment followed.

Still, I absorbed shrewd sermons for years,
thinking that I was a thinker. I was wrong. But,
when I really began to think, when I escaped
the psychological clutches of a certain pair of
sabbatarian organizations, when I escaped the
confining and smothering religious lockbox
into the fresh air and sunlight, my anesthetized
brain bestirred. It was roused to action.

I was astonished at how foolish I had been.
I had been accepting systematically manipulat-
ed “biblical” doctrines for years, conforming to
church doctrines that had modest biblical sup-
port. Well, escape into fresh air and sunlight
brings one closer to truth. So I escaped.

I now know: Precious little sunlight filters
down through the dense canopy of religious-
power–driven bigotry, authoritarianism, and
self-deceit. I learned that a closed door lets no
corn out or rats in, and that spinning issues to
support an ideology is dishonest.

Like most of my fellow “co-workers” back
then, I was a willing captive sheep, following
our tribal shepherds, always ready for shearing.
And I was regularly sheared. But at some point,
I began to change—slowly, at first.

I withheld my wool. Church shepherds can-
not long survive without shearing sheep, you
know. My innocent questions and calm curios-
ity, but most likely some awkward unguarded
observations, ruffled feathers that gave rise to
“Christian” backdoor hostility. Such unkind-
ness consisted of verbal abuse, false accusa-
tions (even of being Satan’s minister), hasty
prayers, frantic Jesus-is-God hymns, and back-
door attempts at character assassination.

Those shrouded attempts were conveyed
directly back to me, naming names and passing
on their correspondence. I know who they are.
I had their number all along but held my peace.

I have to thank the zealots, however: They
were pushing me out, for I had become a non-
conformist, yes, even an Open Heretic.10 I sur-
vived. And you can, too.

My journey is not over: I have under-
taken to do my modest best with whatever
intellectual talents Yahweh has blessed me to
possess in opening the eyes of others caught
up in uncomfortable, contradictory, or incoher-
ent religious settings. Ever wonder why athe-
ists laugh at Christianity? You shouldn’t.

As an ordained minister, I sometimes voiced
the old cliché: I was charged with comforting
the afflicted and afflicting the comfortable. I
did that and mean to continue it:

Controversial Belief #1: Jesus was sin-
less from birth.11 That means he was perfect,
needing no assistance to become perfect.
Adam sinned. And that single mistake caused
the “fall” of all humanity.

Imagine that. Now every baby is sinful,
tainted.12 No one is innocent, except Jesus, of
course. He wasn’t “conceived in sin.”

Wasn’t he? Oddly enough, Jesus had to
“learn” how to be obedient. Wonder why?

“He learned obedience through what he
suffered; and being made perfect he [there-
after] became the source of eternal salvation to
all who obey him.”13

One puzzled Christian nevertheless articu-
lates commonly held but unfastened double-
think assertions. Jesus was “never” disobedi-
ent but had to “become” obedient. Go figure:

“This verse is a very difficult verse. The Lord
Jesus Christ was the very Creator and Sustainer
of the universe, the omniscient God, perfect wis-
dom and complete truth. How could it be that

By F. Paul Haney

Christ Fellowship Ministries • Kensington, CT 06037, USA • cfministries@att.net

Doctrinal conformity diminishes free will and
impedes objective thinking. Sometimes the
greatest threat to free will is not the thug

with a gun, but those who have the power of
intellectual and emotional control.

— Just Table Talk —

Is God Omnipotent?

Continued on next page
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one who knows all things would have to learn
anything? Even more particularly, how would he
have to learn obedience? He was always obedi-
ent to his heavenly Father (John 8:29). He surely
did not have to be chastised like a disobedient
child in order to learn obedience, as the verse
seems on the surface to be telling us. He was
indeed a Son, and he was never disobedient, but
he had to become obedient through actual expe-
rience. . . . The Lord Jesus Christ knew all things
by [his] omniscience; nevertheless, he had to
learn obedience by actual experience. Once hav-
ing passed this test, he had been “made perfect”
as the succeeding verse assures us.”14

Web Question: “From what we read in the
Bible Jesus became perfect through his suffer-
ings. . . . How could Jesus have been born perfect
if he wasn’t completed and finished until he died
and death no longer had dominion over him?”

Web Answer: Pure Blood.“Jesus was born
perfect. He did not become perfect through his
sufferings. He did not have the same blood that
we have; he had perfect pure blood from the
Holy Spirit.”

Divine Sinless Blood: “Jesus was a perfect
human being after the flesh. He was of the seed
of David according to the flesh, but blood is that
part of a man which is the divine addition. In the
creation of man, Adam’s body was made from
the dust of the earth, but God breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life. Since life is in the
blood, this act resulted in the formation of blood
in Adam’s body, but the first Adam’s blood was
corrupted and sin transmitted through it to all
mankind. . . . Conception by the Holy Ghost then
was the only way the Virgin Birth could be
accomplished. Mary contributed the body of
Jesus and He became the ‘seed of David accord-
ing to the flesh.’ The Holy Spirit contributed the
Blood of Jesus. It was sinless blood. It was Divine
blood. It is Precious Blood for there has never
been any other like it. It is innocent blood.”15

Assertion: “All babies get their blood from
their father. This means that all babies get their
blood from Adam, blood tainted by sin (Genesis
3:16).”16 Adam’s blood is in all mankind? But
every developing and born child has his own
personal (and innocent) blood—not Adam’s.

Medical Response: The blood of a baby is
manufactured within the embryo/embryonic sac
itself and is neither maternal nor paternal; mater-
nal and fetal bloods do not intermingle. No blood
interchange takes place: “It is now definitely
known that the blood which flows in an unborn
babe’s arteries and veins is not derived from the
mother [or the father] but is produced within the
body of the fetus.Yet it is only after the sperm has
entered the ovum and a fetus begins to develop
that blood appears. . . . An unfertilized ovum can
never develop blood since the female egg does
not itself contain the elements essential for the
production of this blood.”17

As Lhundup Dorje says: “Stating that blood
comes from one specific parent will be the
same as stating that a lung, heart or the brain
comes from one specific parent. . . . Blood is
created by each individual [fetus] and does not
come from either the father or the mother.”18

Controversial Belief #2: It was taught that
“total” fasting on Atonement meant no food or
water for 24 hours. It was intoned: “Fasting
means abstaining from food and drink.”19 But
there is no scriptural command to this effect,
especially water.The citation in Esther refers only
to the anticipated destruction of all Jews (v.
3:13) and (v. 4:16) it lasted for three days! It had
nothing to do with the Day of Atonement.

Plus, the phrase “afflict [humble] your souls”
defined as fasting (food and water deprivation)
is a Jewish interpretation; it is not scriptural.20

So fasting on the Day of Atonement is not real-
ly commanded in the Bible. Why do it?

Besides, it sounds very much like God rejects
any such fasting. Isaiah 58:5: “Is such the fast
that I choose, a day for a man to humble him-
self? . . .Will you call this a fast and a day accept-
able to the LORD?” Natural response: “No.”

God explains the fast he prefers and the one
we should likewise prefer:

“Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the
bonds of wickedness, to undo the thongs of the

yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break
every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with
the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into
your house; when you see the naked, to cover
him, and not to hide yourself from your own
flesh?”21 That is a proper fast. Go feed the poor.

Controversial Belief #3: Introducing
the troublesome tale of the “Incarna-
tion”: Did God participate in an immoral sex-
ual act? The Holy Spirit (or someone) “came
upon” (accosted) Mary and “overshadowed”
(dominated) the woman.22

Did he (it, they, she) impregnate Mary with a
unique Zinger sperm capsule during this sexual
exploitation? Where was Jesus or Christ (eter-
nally existing as Creator) during this unbecom-
ing undertaking? In heaven? Squashed into the
Zinger sperm capsule like a Homer Simpson?
Was “God the Son” in agreement? And who
really is the father of the “holy thing”?

Consider: Some god or another approached
Mary and got her pregnant—while she was
someone else’s betrothed wife! A “messen-
ger” advised Mary: Get ready.The “Holy Spirit”
will come upon you; the “power” of the “Most
High” will “overshadow” you; and that “holy
thing” will be called the “Son of God.” Did he
add: You cannot escape? But which god of
Christian polytheism (Trinity or Binity) did the

deed, if, in fact, the deed ever took place?
If the Holy Spirit “came upon” Mary and the

“power” of the Most High “overshadowed” her
(a clever euphemism for her sexual submission?),
didn’t it (he, they, she) force sexual relations upon
Mary? Was Mary asked for her consent?

I think not. Normally such an act amounts to
forcible rape. Mary had no choice.

But wait! Did she cry out? No matter. Jewish
law is clear that, as a result of such immoral
behavior, somebody had to be stoned! Mary
and Joseph were under strict Jewish Deuteron-
omic law. Technically, they were husband and
wife. Ergo, Mary’s response may have been
deceptive.23 But somebody participated in an
immoral sexual act:

The Law of Betrothal: “If there is a
betrothed virgin, and a man meets her in the
city and lies with her, then you shall bring them
both out to the gate of that city, and you shall
stone them to death with stones, the young
woman because she did not cry for help
though she was in the city, and the man
because he violated his neighbor’s wife; so you
shall purge the evil from the midst of you.”24

A “betrothed” female was technically a
“wife.” I marvel. Is such immoral sexual activi-
ty by Christian Gods acceptable behavior? It
seems so.25

But wait! Did this predatory sexual act of
“incarnation” even happen?

Very doubtful. The issue: This tale is trouble-
some. It is so convoluted that it appears likely
that various writers have modified and sanctified
a predatory sexual act that may or may not even
have taken place, in order to create a virgin birth.

To restate: “If a man [or a god?] is caught in
town having sex with an engaged woman who
isn’t screaming for help, they both must be put
to death.The man [even a god?] is guilty of hav-
ing sex with a married woman.And the woman
is guilty because she didn’t call for help, even
though she was inside a town and people were
nearby. Take them both to the town gate and
stone them to death.You must get rid of the evil
they brought into your community.”26

Web Reactions:
“If God didn’t impregnate Mary with his

sperm, how could she have gotten pregnant?
She must have had a completely different repro-
ductive system to other humans to be able to

have a baby without having the need for sperm.”
“If God did really create his son in the

way the Bible describes I think it was pretty
dumb way of doing it and he never really
thought it through.”

“Personally I think it’s much more believ-
able that Mary was a little promiscuous and
managed to get away with a lie.”

“Nothing is impossible for God!”
And now, a word about atheists:
Intelligence Pinnacle: Given enough time,

fools will rush in. The confused imagination of
Creator-rejecting mankind knows no bounds.

Yet in spite of all their bluff, pretension, and
perhaps justified laughter, atheists have serious
intellectual problems. Consider this juvenile “work-
shop” of fanatical and obsessive evolution:

“It is not as though one animal turned into
another until the tarsier was perfected and
then it was only a step until we were complet-
ed. Body building calls for assembling all sorts
of parts, trying them out, selecting some for
this animal or that, rejecting parts not needed,
until various members of the Animal Kingdom
were put together to fit various conditions. . . .

“The tree world conjured up another dramat-
ic being, who, accepting his inheritance of limbs
like the tarsier, proceeded to use only his arms
for going places by swinging, and thereby devel-

oped the longest, strongest arms in the tree
world, while his tail shrank and vanished. . . .

“Walking through trees using arms alone
develops very long and strong arms. The arms
must hold and swing the entire weight of the
body. The Hylobates hoolock represents the
high point of arm development, and we may
have him to thank for the length of our arms
and proud biceps. . . .

“All the odds were against it from the start.
A fish, crocodile, a tree, or a tarsier—each is
the product of one in a billion, billion chances.
But the overwhelming fact of existence is that
time is eternal; it cannot be measured by any
yardstick or described in any terms and within
time, opportunities are infinite.”27

Direct proof that God exists is nowhere to
be found. But indirect proof of Intelligent De-
sign is everywhere. Unintelligent “chance” could
hardly create a chicken without all the egg-pro-
duction properties being available at once, or
create a working inner ear. But some evolu-
tionists attest to “creative” evolution!

Who told mother rabbit to hide her young by
burying them? While atheists accept circum-
stantial proof of things they have never seen,
they reject comparable—even greater—cir-
cumstantial proof of a Creator. They cannot ex-
plain: the existence of stubborn “natural” law,
indispensable “natural” super-precision in math
and physics, even all the “building blocks” of
life and DNA. Not even the highly structured
balance of nature and amazingly intricate “nat-
ural” symbiotic relationships bother them; like
good cultists,28 atheists try in vain to explain it
all away. And why did gender evolve?

Yahweh, a good and benevolent God,
does exist. That is my personal testimony. Yah-
weh, through his angelic realm, I believe, has
intervened in my life (and my wife’s) several
times. I can recount them.

Yet that is not proof. Others have had simi-
lar experiences. Some might call them coinci-
dental. Maybe so, maybe no.

Other accounts, lacking hard evidence, as
the raising of the dead, cancers disappearing,
limbs being restored, and the like, on their own
after prayer, may also be anecdotal.

Yahweh intervenes, infrequently, I believe, in
practical and personal ways when he does. But
he is neither omnipotent nor omniscient. He

has limited power and limited knowledge.
Finale: Do Christian philosophical de-

ceit and God’s apparent limitations re-
specting massive evil militate against
God’s existence?

No. After having pointed out several areas
of Christian philosophical deceit (there is really
so much that it cannot all be covered here),
and highlighting my philosophy respecting
God’s limitations over massive evil, I now con-
clude: Cleverly molded concepts cannot de-
stroy truth, however they are couched, and in
whatever direction they point. Neither theistic
nor anti-theistic exaggerations about God’s be-
ing can circumvent the reality of God. Neither
cleverly written atheistic texts nor revered
Christian holy books relating biblical hero wor-
ship destroy truth. Truth is where it is found;
not where it is manufactured.

Let’s face it:Truth is scary. Find one Truth and
dominoes begin to fall; one thing leads to
another, and another . . . ad infinitum.

—F. Paul Haney, CFMinistries@att.net
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..I’m a Preacher of Heresy...
In The Journal, Issue No. 162,

5/31/14, Fred Coulter stated
that The Journal’s subtitle
would be more appropriate

if it were “Heresies to Deceive Those
Who are Trying to Be Faithful.”

I wonder why Fred didn’t com-
pliment me for being truthful and
signing my past articles in The
Journal “Don the Heretic,”
especially since Fred is the
one who stated to me
that I was a preacher
of heresy for ques-
tioning him about
what he preached in
the recordings he
sent out. He also
disfellowshipped me
from his organi-
zation, which is
strange since I was
never a member. Along
with that, he sent me
$300 with no explanation as
to why he did so.

Fred says, “What Dixon needs to
do—and everyone else—is to search for
the truth. Now, if The Journal did
that they wouldn’t have anything to
publish.”

I, Don the Heretic, am going to
take Fred up on his suggestion.
I’m going to give The Journal’s
readers something worthy of
being published as Fred demands,
a series of Fred Coulter’s state-
ments which I believe is very wor-
thy to be published.

The following is a letter that I
sent to Fred Coulter in regards to
a sermon that Fred sent out to
those on his mailing list. While
reading, keep foremost in your
mind Fred’s advice: “Search for The
Truth” and “Heresies are self-evident
to Bible readers.”

My response to Fred Coulter’s
tape, “Pastoral Epistle #2”:

Fred, you stated, “We’re going to
look and see exactly how a woman
prays and prophesies in a minute.”

You stated, “Let’s look at some of
these things a little bit more and let’s
understand for a woman to pray or
prophesy and this probably has to do
with public prophesying. What kind
would that be if she’s not allowed to
speak? That presents a problem. Do
you think there’s any solution to it?
Well, I think there is.”

You continue, “Let’s go to Exodus
15:1 because it’s a very important chap-
ter, which tells how women prayed and
prophesied.”

You begin reading Exodus
15:1, which begins with Moses and
the children of Israel (of whom
Miriam is one) singing a song
about how the LORD delivered
them out of Egypt: “I will sing to
the LORD for He has triumphed
gloriously! The horse and its rider
He has thrown into the sea!”

The song goes on until verse 19.
You read the last part of the song

and then you go to verse 20,
which states that Miriam is a
prophetess.

You state, “So here’s how she
prayed and prophesied. She ‘took a
timbrel in her hand and all the women
went out after her with timbrels and
with dances.’ So when the whole
congregation was done, then they had a
victory dance with women leading it

and singing.”
You then read
verse 21—the
same song
that Moses
and the chil-
dren of
Israel
(which
would

include
Miriam)

sang at the
beginning of

the chapter.
Next you say,

“So there’s an
example of a

woman, ahh, proph-
esying publicly—which is what?—
through song, through singing. That’s
how a woman, we’re going to see, prays
and prophesies publicly.”

Fred, I see nothing in all that
you put forth here that shows that
Miriam prayed or prophesied pri-
vately or publicly. Isn’t the main
point that Moses and Israel
(including Miriam) sang, danced
and played instruments in a cele-
bration to the LORD for bringing
them out of Egypt?

Next you say, “Now, let’s come to
Judges the 4th chapter and we’ll look
at the case of Deborah. Now, here is an

interesting case. It shows that a
woman can also carry out civil duties,
because a judge is a judge. A judge was
not a priest, a judge was not a Levite,
wasn’t teaching the ways of God, the
laws of God or the commandments of
God to the population as a priest or
Levite would do.”

Fred, your curt statement of
what a Judge of the God of Israel
is and isn’t is hard to understand.
You made no effort to explain
your statements.

What was God’s purpose in
having a Judge of Israel? Wasn’t it
to administer and help guide the
enforcement of the laws of God
on the people?

When those being judged or
those knowing of the judgments
and witnessing the application of
God’s laws upon the people of

Israel saw this, weren’t they being
taught and lessons being learned?

Weren’t some judges more
Godly and better examples and
teachers of God’s laws than some
of the kings, priests or Levites?

Then you say, “Okay, here again
we have, Judges 4:4 . . .”

Then you read that Deborah is
a judge and the children of Israel
came to her for judgment. Verse
6-7, she sends for Barak, the head
of the military and asks him to
give an accounting.

She asks him a question, “Has
not the LORD God of Israel
commanded, ‘Go and deploy
troops at Mount Tabor; take with
you ten thousand men of the sons
of Naphtali and of the sons of
Zebulun; and against you I will
deploy Sisera, the commander of
Jabin’s army, with his chariots
and his multitude at the River
Kishon; and I will deliver him into
your hand’?”

This statement that Deborah
gives to Barak is about something
that Deborah and Barak have
already heard, and it could very
well have been given by God to
Deborah to give to Barak some-
time earlier, and Barak didn’t
respond to it.

There is no indication that
Barak was close to God or that he
had a personal contact with God.
He did, however, believe that
Deborah had a close relationship
with God. If God had Deborah
say this to Barak in the first place,
then wasn’t she prophesying?

And when God said through
her, verse 9, “So she said, ‘I will
surely go with you; nevertheless

there will be no glory for you in
the journey you are taking, for the
LORD will sell Sisera into the hand
of a woman’”; and verse 14, “Then
Deborah said to Barak, ‘Up! For
this is the day in which the LORD
has delivered Sisera into your
hand. Has not the LORD gone out
before you?’”; isn’t Deborah, by
stating this, prophesying by talk-
ing, and wasn’t it being done out
in the open for everyone to hear
and see and learn a lesson from?

Clearly, Deborah wasn’t singing
these prophecies.

In your tape, you didn’t men-
tion verse 14. You went to chapter
5:1 and said, “Let’s see how she proph-
esied after the battle, very much like
Miriam and the other women.”

Apparently, you believe that the
example you give of Deborah is

similar to the example of Miriam
and the other women.

Then you read Judges 5:1-3. This
chapter is about a song that was
written after the battle. It is sung
by Deborah and Barak. You read
verse 3, then you say, “You can go
through and read the whole thing
about how it was singing.”

Yes, chapter 5 is about singing.
Deborah and Barak sang a duet. It
was about what had happened in
the past, not prophesying. You
state that “it was singing.” Appar-
ently you want those who read
this statement to believe that the
“it” you mention that is translated
into “prophesying” is singing.

You, Fred, state this, but does
the Bible state this? You state, “So
when there is public prophesying by a
woman, it is in the form of singing.”
Was Barak prophesying by singing
also? I don’t think so.

I wonder about something you
mentioned earlier. You said, “It
talks about, she was obviously under
the authority of her husband; it talks
about who her husband was; it doesn’t
say anywhere that she was out from
the authority of her husband.”

Fred, it doesn’t talk about her
husband. It only gives his name
and says nothing else about him.
How could anyone conclude any-
thing about their relationship?

He very well could have been
the head of the household as God
defines it, but you don’t know if
it’s so or not. We have many
examples of men who were heads
of their households; anywhere
from Jonadab the son of Rechab,
to the example of Nabal, whose
wife Abigail was more likely a
better example of a Godly head of
the household than Nabal.

If one of your points was to
more clearly define what it is for a
wife to be under the authority of
her husband, you surely failed to
do so here. What was your pur-
pose in making the statement that
Deborah was under the authority
of her husband?

To continue, you say, “Now let’s
come here to I Samuel 2, and let’s see
again how a woman prophesied, and
it’s recorded in Scripture. Since it’s
recorded in Scriptures, it had to be
publicly known. Correct? Otherwise
how would it get there?”

Fred, is God in charge or not?
Cannot God reveal to anyone the
truth on any matter and have it
recorded in Scripture whether
they or anyone else witnessed the
matter or not? Isn’t this basic
Bible understanding? This prayer,
in I Samuel 2, could have been
said by Hannah the same way she
prayed in I Samuel 1:13. Her voice
was not heard.

Apparently, your point in I

Fred states, ‘So when there is public
prophesying by a woman, it is in the form of

singing.’ But does the Bible state this?

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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...So Says Fred Coulter...
Samuel is to give an example of a
woman praying and prophesying
in public. Earlier you said that
they can do this only by singing.
The Bible doesn’t say so, but are
you meaning for us to believe that
Hannah was singing this prayer?

Fred, one thing is
abundantly clear:
The Bible nowhere
states that
Hannah was
singing this
prayer in pub-
lic, or that she
was singing a
prophecy.

I wonder, Fred,
why didn’t you
use the example
of Huldah the
prophetess?
Apparently, she was
known to be closer to
God than anyone else that King
Josiah knew.

The king commanded Hilkiah
the priest and Ahikam and
Achbor and Shaphan the scribe
and Asahiah a servant of the king,
“Go, inquire of the LORD for me,
for the people and for all Judah,
concerning the words of this book
that has been found . . .”

“So they went to Huldah the
prophetess and spoke with her.
Then she said to them, ‘Thus says
the LORD God of Israel, Tell the
man who sent you to Me, Thus
says the LORD: Behold, I will
bring calamity on this place and
on its inhabitants—all the words
of the book which the king of
Judah has read—because they
have forsaken Me and burned
incense to other gods, that they
might provoke Me to anger with
all the works of their hands.

“ ‘Therefore My wrath shall be
aroused against this place and
shall not be quenched. But to the
king of Judah, who sent you to
inquire of the LORD, in this
manner you shall speak to him,
Thus says the LORD God of Israel:
concerning the words which you
have heard—because your heart
was tender and you humbled
yourself before the LORD when
you heard what I spoke against
this place and against its
inhabitants, that they would
become a desolation and a curse,
and you tore your clothes and
wept before Me, I also have heard
you, says the LORD.

“ ‘Surely, therefore, I will gather
you to your fathers, and you shall
be gathered to your grave in
peace; and your eyes shall not see
all the calamity which I will bring
on this place.’ So they brought
word to the King.”

I believe that it is clear that
Huldah the prophetess was not

singing this prophecy, and that it
is a very good example of a
woman prophesying before others
who were able to witness and
write down and bring the
prophecy to the King and the
public.

Why did you avoid using this
example? Was it

because it con-
tradicts what
you are
attempting
to have us
believe?
What kind
of think-
ing is this?

Are you
attempting

to get the
Bible to fit

your personal
view by avoiding a

major prophetess?
Next you say, “Let’s go back to

Luke the 1st chapter and see what
Mary and Elizabeth did. Mary also
prophesied, didn’t she? And in this case
it was not a public thing, in the sense
that she was in a congregated meeting,
but it was public as much as she was
with Elizabeth, who was six months
along with John.”

Then you say, “This became
known as a public thing and she was
able here to prophesy, as it were, speak-
ing out loud.”

Fred, your explanation is not

clear or consistent. What is your
point? Are you saying that this is
proof that Mary spoke a prophecy
in public and didn’t sing? If so, then
are you not contradicting yourself?

Next you go to Acts 21:8. You
read that “the same man had four
daughters, virgins, which did
prophesy.”

Then you state, “Now, in their
prophecy what do you think they did?”

Then you say, “I think that they
prophesied by singing in the con-
gregation. Why? Because they didn’t
prophesy to Paul? God sent Agabus to
prophesy.”

Fred, your idea on why God did-
n’t use the women or anyone else
there with Paul is mostly specula-
tion. Surely, if God wanted to, He
could have delivered the prophecy
to Paul directly, using no human.
He could have used anyone there.
He used Agabus and no one knows
why He did. Fred, your conclu-
sions concerning this situation are
questionable, to say the least.

I wonder—in the future, if we
are alive to witness the time of

Acts 2:17, “And it shall come to
pass in the last days, says God, that
I will pour out of My Spirit on all
flesh; your sons and your daughters
shall prophesy”—if the daughters
prophesy in public but don’t sing
the prophecy will you discount the
prophecy and will you expect oth-
ers to discount the prophecy
because it is not being sung?

The idea that the Word of God
says that women can pray or
prophesy in public only by singing
seems to be nonsense to me and
many others. The way that you
used and avoided using the Word
of God to attempt to prove your
point is somewhat saddening.

I don’t believe I’m wrong in
saying that some who listen to you
worship you. Some believe that if
you don’t ring your bell they can
believe that what you say is, “Thus
saith the LORD.”

You probably won’t be surprised
to know that I believe the bell to
be somewhat nonsensical and mis-
leading to some.

Fred, some of the information
that you send out is extraordinary
and very helpful to many. But I
feel that this tape was very con-
fusing and misleading to many,
even though most don’t realize it.

[End of letter]
__________

I have many additional letters
that I have sent to Fred Coulter.
He has never responded to any of

them. It seems his approach is to
ignore, mock and/or criticize any-
one who appears to question him.

This and many similar letters
that I sent to Fred led Fred to
remove me from his mailing list
and call me a Preacher of Heresy.

Fred says, “Heresies are
self-evident to Bible read-
ers.” The question is:
What is self-evident in
the letter that I sent to
Fred Coulter questioning
him about what he said
the Bible says about
women prophesying? Are
there any heresies evident?

Fred says that this and the
many other letters I have sent
him—and am willing to have
printed in The Journal for all to
see—show that in Fred’s opinion I
am a preacher of heresy.

Fred, you have had enough time
to think about it. Respond to my
letter in a truthful article and
submit it to The Journal. Do you
believe that The Journal’s readers
are less able to see what God’s

truth is than those on your mail-
ing list? How many on your mail-
ing list have questioned you
regarding what I believe is your
chauvinistic idea that women, in
or out of the Bible, can prophesy
only by singing? Are your heresies
self-evident to them?

Fred, I was with members of
your organization when your
tape was played. Everyone
attending had a similar reaction
to what you said as I had. I gave
them copies of the letter that I
sent to you. Two individuals—
women—said that they would
write to you also.

They changed their minds and
decided that, if they began
addressing problems you have,
then you would do to them as you
have done to others who disagree
with you. They became
sycophants.

One of them, who recently
died, stated to me the last time I
saw her, “Everything Fred says is
wonderful,” a true sycophant to
the end.

Fred, I believe that you were
fully aware that you avoided using
Huldah the prophetess. I believe
that you knew that if you men-
tioned Huldah it would under-
mine your premise and show you
what you are . . . a preacher of
false doctrine.

The fact that you believe
that those you are speaking to are
not going to question you, and
that you can manipulate Scripture
without any repercussions, shows
how dumbed down they are. You
have led them to believe that you
are their last hope and they have
nowhere else to go, which results
in you being surrounded by
sycophants.

You perpetuate the dumbed-
down mentality, the exact thing
you accuse The Journal and its
writers of doing.

I notice that you have
advertised your feasts

and books in The
Journal, the mag-

azine that you
ridicule and
have called a
“rag.” How
convenient.

Since Fred
has never

responded to
this letter, per-

haps he would now
like to do so in an article in

The Journal. I will gladly respond
and publish the many other letters
I sent to Fred questioning his
statements. Fred finally has a
chance to respond to all my ques-
tions for all to see, thereby mak-
ing The Journal a more acceptable
publication.

—Don the Heretic

It is clear that Huldah was not singing this
prophecy and that it is a good example of a

woman prophesying before others.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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B
ack in the day, WCG was invested in
working as a full-fledged corporate entity.
Given their income, that was probably
wise. After all, HWA was well versed in
running successful business endeavors.

One of the things they did on a regular schedule
was to track the percentage of members with
‘issues’ against the percentage of the general popu-
lation in the US with similar problems. (Shades of
the NSA, huh?)

What they found was the church’s numbers of
problem members was nearly the same as, or in
some instances higher than, the general population.
Things like alcoholism, spousal abuse, mental prob-
lems, etc.

I don’t know if they tracked health issues, but,
given that a similar incidence of social/behavioral
problems were to be expected, I suspect the same
was true of health issues. And employment woes.
And other interpersonal problems.

Why? Why indeed when we read God’s promis-
es to protect us. We read in Psalms about the dra-
matic rescues provided David. We read about the
crossing of the Red Sea, and Noah’s Ark. Even in
New Testament times, we read of miraculous heal-
ings on a regular basis. We also read how the apos-
tles did even more wonders than Christ.

So why did it happen then and it’s not happening
in the church today? Or at least it would appear that
way to an outsider walking into one of our services.
Walkers, crutches and other physical aids are abun-
dant. We hear regularly about prayer requests, many
of which are life altering at the least, many which
are life threatening.

Why does it appear we are not as well off as the
world? Why do we face the trials we do?

Has God turned His back on us, since we have
proved we weren’t nearly as diligent as we should have
been? Looking back at the split,
whether you subscribe to the the-
ory HWA was infallible or not, it’s
obvious many of our past brethren
don’t subscribe to the same tenets
they used to. They have lost their
faith. Or strayed from it.

Is God punishing the church
member by member? Or does
He have a different plan?

What exactly is faith? Is it a
hope things will work out? What examples do we
have? How did God deal with the patriarchs?

Well, first let’s look at Abel. Righteous Abel. He
pleased God. He gave a righteous offering. What
was his reward? Death by blunt-force trauma to the
head. Hm. Well, did God protect him? Why not?

Now let’s look at Noah. Righteous Noah. God
found him perfect in his generations. God said won-
derful things about Noah. So God decided to save
Noah and his family from the impending worldwide
disaster. How? By making Noah spend about 20%
of his life (at least to that point) in building the
largest wooden ship ever built that we know of.

Even with modern tools—cranes, mechanized
woodworking equipment, etc.—it would take a crew
of hundreds, maybe thousands, to build something
similar today. And it would take years of labor to do so.

Noah was saved, but at a tremendous cost to his
pride, wealth and, most likely, his health. (I’m a car-
penter, and I can attest that hard physical work does
wear a body down.)

So Noah was saved, but his life during the process

of building the Ark was not so pleasant. You get
derided for your strange beliefs and practices, like
not eating pork. What do you think the neighbors
had to say about Noah building a wooden boat the
size of an iron-ore carrier in his backyard?

How about Moses? Chased out of the nation of his
birth, probably second in command of the nation, to
live in the wilderness for 40 years, only to be sent
back to try to release millions of
people with only words? And he
stuttered! And when he did lead
them out (remember, he trained
as a general under the world’s
most powerful military at the
time) he’s led to a dead-end trap
by the God he trusts!

There are dozens of the
same kinds of examples. Dan-
iel, Christ, the apostles, the
prophets, David—on and on
it goes. The people God holds
up had really tough lives follow-
ing God, even after all the promises
He makes to them!

I submit we are in the same situation. We are told
to have faith. We are told to trust God—by God
Himself, not just some person. Yet we face humilia-
tion, suffering and death.

But what about the promises? Are they just so
much hot air? Again, look back at the examples.
Some died and all suffered. But God delivered the
majority. And, lest we forget, Abraham is the fa-
ther of the faithful because he saw a city to come
in which God would reign supreme and peace
would prevail.

That verse, Hebrews 11:8-10, tells us Abraham
saw the promise. Not in his life (he knew it would
not come in his life) but in the future. So part of

faith is knowing God will provide for us—some-
times in the here and now, sometimes not. (Re-
member Abel.)

If God chooses to protect us here, then why does
it always seem to be at the last minute (Noah and
the sea, Daniel and the lions, Daniel’s friends and
the furnace)?

I choose to believe it’s because we are weak and
we need strength. God could simply drop protec-
tion over us like a tarpaulin to protect us from all
that falls from the sky to destroy us. But He doesn’t.
Because, if He did, we wouldn’t learn to trust Him.

I know you have heard this many times before.
So have I. But it’s still troubling to realize the pro-
tection seems to be at the last minute or might not
come at all. That’s’ reality. Shadrach and the others
acknowledged that reality. But they believed anyway!

Our life is typically the most precious commod-
ity we have. We will go to great lengths to protect
it. Christ acknowledged that when He said a per-
son giving up his life for others shows the greatest
love possible.

So how are we to believe God will raise us from
the dead, and give us a new body and eternal life, if
we are so tightly connected to this physical life?

By practice. Practice makes perfect. Driving.
Learning to work with tools. Learning to use new
software at work. Learning your multiplication
tables. (Oops! I forgot Common Core did away
with that strict-regimented straightjacketed ap-
proach to learning.)

God makes us practice our faith. God even says as
much! He showed the Israelites all the mir-

acles, then He pointed out to them they
still didn’t believe, still didn’t have faith
He could perform for them. So they

went through 40 years of practice.
And they were ready then to go in

and receive their promise.
Life is no different. We

are tested daily, with the
salvation coming at the

last minute or maybe
never. But we are being

taught to trust God.
Face it! It’s relatively easy to give

up your job for the Sabbath, at least in the U.S.
You’ll get unemployment and, with a good lawyer,
you’ll get back pay. The consequences for obeying
God and suffering the ‘wrath’ of society are not life-
threatening. It hurts our pride. It makes life diffi-
cult. But it won’t kill you.

So, if God always protects your job and you
never get tested in something like a job, how will
you really believe Him when it comes to the life-
and-death stuff?

We all must totally trust Him. We must trust
Him to do what is best for us, not what we think is
best for us. He has the power over life and death.
He can raise us back from death. But, if we don’t

develop the faith and trust that
He can—and will—then He can-
not help us.

In His kingdom, we will not
have the power to chose to do
what we think is right or wrong.
Only God the Father has that
prerogative. We must learn that
here and now. If we don’t, He
cannot allow us into His king-
dom. He cannot have another

Satan. He also cannot fellowship with robots. So He
gives us free will and choice.

The bottom line is: He can allow only people into
His family who have willingly chosen to defer to His
decisions on right and wrong. Christ has proved
that. Abraham proved that with Isaac. God said of
Abraham, “Now I know . . .” He has to know our
character; He has to know us!

If God ran to our aid every time we fell and
bumped our knee, would we really have the experi-
ence to know His decisions are in our best interest
when we are threatened with death and He has to
allow it—for the good of us and others? Or would
we lose our faith in the trial?

Again, it’s easy for us to pass trials that don’t last
long. It’s not so easy to trust God when the deliver-
ance we believe in and need is long in coming. We
must learn to believe Him even if it never comes!

That is how we are to be better than the world.
They can only believe when they receive what they
think they need. We are being trained to believe
even when we do not receive what we think we need.

Are We Really Any
Better Than the World?

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

It’s easy for us to pass trials that
don’t last long. It’s not so easy

to trust God when the deliverance
we need is long in coming.
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Dear Friends, Brethren,
and Saints in Christ,

W
e  certainly  hope  this
letter  finds  you  in  a
state of mind which is
free  from,  and  above,

the corruption of this evil age. Only by the
grace  and  knowledge  of  our  Lord  and
Savior Jesus Christ can we be partakers of
those green pastures high on the slopes of
Mount Zion.
It  is  there  that we find refuge from  the

ever  growing  darkness  encompassing  the
world below which we must live in here at
the end of the age. It is an age abounding in
falsehoods, deceits, and cunningly devised
fables designed to dissuade even the elect
of God,  those  called  out  of  unbelief  and
given the ability to understand the mystery
of godliness in all its fullness. So many of
the Prophets longed to know what we have
been granted to not only know, but to com-
prehend as well.
With that great gift of our calling comes

responsibility  and  accountability  to  the
plan  of  salvation  and  the  growth  of  the
family of God the Father. We are to be de-
veloping a very intimate relationship with
our  beloved  Savior/Husband,  the  only
begotten of  the Father, for He will do  the
final  choosing  as  to whether He believes
we can be an eternal helpmate functioning
in  the  household  responsibilities  that  are
appointed to a bride, wife, mother.
Only after  the number of  the bride has

been completed will  the plan move on  to
the next phase. Unfortunately we live in an
age  of  such  tremendous  falsehoods  and
distractions that some that have been called
to this glorious calling are turning to anoth-
er Christ, even though there is no other.
I think it is time to have a heart-to-heart

about  who  Christ  is  and  how  He  func-
tioned  in  the  past,  present,  and  future.
Unless we have an intimate relationship—
one on one with our Savior/Husband—we
can  and  probably will  be  led  away  after
another who  is  being  depicted more  and
more  in  this  tormented world as a  fuzzy,
feely, touchy, little lord Jesus characteriza-
tion, which Satan has so cleverly and cun-
ningly sold to the Christian world.
My Savior and Husband is not a wimp!

Never has been and never will be! He is the

author of creation, as the scriptural pattern
throughout the entirety of the Bible teaches
us. We  have  several  articles  on  our  site
which go into great detail as to this under-
standing. They give scriptural life to them.
They tell us who Christ was, is, and will be.
(“Who  Is God  and Did  Jesus Christ Pre-
Exist?” and “The One-God Being Doctrine
Is a Perverted Gospel About Christ.”)
Let’s take some time here at the begin-

ning  to  review  a  few  of  these  incredible
truths so we do not lose sight of them, for
some are wandering astray after a fable of
a false christ. We must never let our guard
down  as  to  this  seemingly  impossible
event for those who have been enlightened.
We are forewarned in Matthew 24: 4-5:

“And  Jesus  answered  and  said  to  them,
Take heed  that no one deceives you. For
many will come in My name, saying I am
the Christ and will deceive many.”
These  deceivers  claim  to  know Christ

and are doing everything in their power to
delude us into following another christ, one
who is not recognizable in Scripture but all
the same being accepted by many. It is very
disheartening  to  see  brethren  stumbling
into the way of a false christ.
My  Savior  and  Husband  is  a  mighty

Being, the only begotten Son of the Father,
and He has existed from eternity as one of
the  Elohim. As  Paul  instructs  us  in He-
brews  the  7th  chapter  He  was  “without
father, without mother, without genealogy,
having neither beginning of days nor end
of  life, but  (until He was)  likened  to  the
Son of God.”
This awesome eternal Being gave up all

that He was in order to become a sacrifice
and an example for His creation. He emp-
tied Himself, divested Himself of  all His
eternal glory, to enter into a new relation-
ship with His eternal companion and with
Their  creation. This  awesome  truth  as  to
the  mystery  of  Godliness  is  absolutely

staggering when we  come  to  understand
that He, They, did it for us!
Philippians 2:3-8: “Let nothing be done

through selfish ambition or conceit (that is
where Satan stumbled and fell), but in low-
liness of mind let each esteem others better
than himself. Let each of you look out not
only for his own interests but also the inter-
ests of others.
“Let  this mind  (the  one  we  just  read

about) be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, who, being  in  the  form of God  (a
God Being,  Elohim),  did  not  consider  it
robbery to be equal with God (the Father),
but  emptied  Himself  (of  all  His  eternal
glory),  taking  the  form  of  a  servant  and
coming in the likeness of man. And being

found in appearance of a man (exactly the
same nature), He humbled Himself (unlike
Satan) and became obedient to death, even
the death of the cross.”
We must not be ashamed or deluded or

dismayed in any way, shape, or form as to
the  true  gospel  about  Christ.  It  is  good
news  from  start  to  finish, even His grue-
some death on our behalf.
Many come preaching in His name em-

phasizing good works but clouding it all up
with  the  image  and  characterization  of  a
false,  wimpy  christ.  That  is  simply  sup-
pressing the truth in unrighteousness. Please
do  not  become  futile  in  your  thoughts  on
this;  always be  focused who your Savior/
Husband is and how He functioned, for we
are to walk, to do, what He did.
Thus we have Satan trying to deceive us

into  following  a  different  christ  and  thus
not sustaining and growing in an intimate
relationship  with  the  true  Christ.  Many
today are changing  the glory of an  incor-
ruptible Savior  to  the  image of a wimpy,
emotional,  corruptible man.  Once  again,
please do not  exchange  the  truth of who
Christ was,  is,  and will  be,  for  a  Satan-
spawned lie.

The Being we know as Jesus Christ, and
for  that matter by many other names, had
been without father, without mother, with-
out genealogy, having neither beginning of
days nor  end of  life; He gave  that  all up
because of the love He had for His creation.
It was at that moment in time that He and

the  Being  we  now  know  as  the  Father
entered into a new relationship. No longer
would They be on an equal plain. The Word
humbled Himself before His eternal Friend
and all of creation to live as a man and to
direct all glory to the Father. That awesome
act  condemned  Satan  the  devil  and
destroyed his lie to the angels who had fol-
lowed him in rebellion against the Elohim.
From that time forward the Word would

be known as the son of God the Father and
thus His only begotten son, for it was the
Word who had done all the creating up to
that  point  in  agreement with His  eternal
companion.
Paul  continually  instructs  us  in  such

things, as to the Word becoming or being
likened to the Son of God. That was a new
relationship between Them.
That  is why we  read  in Hebrews 1:5:

“You are My Son. Today (What day? The
day  He  was  begotten  in  Mary)  have  I
begotten  You,  and  I  will  be  to  Him  a
Father, and He will be to Me a Son.”
So the day the Word emptied Himself of

His  eternal  glory was  the  same  day His
eternal companion begot Him in the virgin
Mary. On that day, and at that very moment
in  time,  the  two  Elohim  entered  into  a
father/son relationship.
Please just think on this for a moment,

actually meditate  on  it  often. The Being
we know as  the Word and  the Being we
now  know  as  the  Father  entered  into  a
relationship  on  behalf  of  Their  creation
that had the possibility of Them being sep-
arated forever.
The Word emptied Himself of His eter-

nal glory! He had  to do  that  to become a
man! As a man, He was tempted just as we
are, as Paul clearly tells us in Hebrews 2:18
and  4:15.  That  means  He  could  have
sinned and thus that sin would have sepa-
rated Him from the Father.
Can we begin to understand the magni-

tude  of His  sacrifice? Do we  understand

Will the Real Jesus Christ
Please Step Forward

May 14, 2014
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We must not be dismayed as to the
true gospel about Christ. It is good
news from start to finish, even His

gruesome death on our behalf.
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that  sacrifice  also  impacted  the Father  as
nothing else had in all of eternity? And we
think  we  make  sacrifices  from  time  to
time! Just think of the mind that was in the
Word that He would do so and esteem the
Father better  than Himself  to all creation.
The humility of such a thing will never be
matched, but all the same we are to follow
it in our daily lives.
There is a caveat to this understanding,

however. We do not allow ourselves to be
flooded with false humility, which we will
address later.
We can read about this great Godly pat-

tern in many places in Scripture, but none
sums up the beauty and totality of it as does
John 1.
John 1:1-14: “In the beginning was the

Word,  and  the Word was with God  (the
Being  who  became  the  Father)  and  the
Word was God  (Elohim). He was  in  the
beginning with God. All things were made
through Him (the Word), and without Him
nothing was made. In Him was  life (eter-
nal) and the life was the light of men. And
the  light  shines  in  the  darkness  and  the
darkness did not comprehend it (Satan and
his  fallen  angels). There was  a man  sent
from God (from both of Them, for this was
six  months  prior  to  the Word  emptying
Himself) whose name was John. This man
came for a witness, to bear witness of the
Light, that all through him might believe.
“He was not that Light, but was sent to

bear witness of  that Light,  the  true Light
which gives light to every man who comes
into  the world. He was  in  the world, and
the world was made through Him, and the
world did not know Him.
“He came  to His own  (First Covenant

bride;  Jews/Israel)  and His  own  did  not
receive Him. But as many as received Him
(the Gentiles)  to  them He gave  the  right
(authority) to become children of God, to
those who believe (to entrust ones spiritu-
al well-being) in His name: Who was not
of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of
the will of man, but of God (He was com-
pletely reliant on the Fathers help to make
it through).
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt

among  us,  and we  beheld His  glory,  the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father
(because  all  creation  had  taken  place
through Him,  the Word, up  to  that point)
full of grace and truth.”
This, dear saints,  is a brief  review  into

the mystery of Godliness as spoken  to us
by Paul in 1 Timothy 3.
1 Timothy 3:16: “And without contro-

versy  (there was no controversy or ques-
tion in Paul’s mind, for the scriptural pat-
tern was very clear) great is the mystery of
Godliness: God was manifested in the flesh
(the Word),  justified  in  the spirit, seen by
angels  (since  their  creation),  preached
among  the  Gentiles,  believed  on  in  the
world, and received up to glory.”
Christ  debunked  all  of  Satan’s  vain

claims which  led  to many  of  the  angels
being deceived.

So what glory did He receive?
John 17:4-5: “I have glorified You on

the  earth,  I  have  finished  the work You
have given Me to do. And now, O Father,
glorify Me  together  with Yourself,  with
the glory which  I had with You before
the world was.”
Once again here is a very brief review of

the  scriptural  pattern  of  Godliness  pre-
served for us here at the end of the age so
we will be without excuse as to our under-
standing it in its simplicity with the help of
Gods spirit.
However, it is hidden as a mystery from

the vast majority of mankind at this time for
very important reasons that God has deter-
mined must be in place for the sequence of
events as to the plan of salvation.
The Being we know as Jesus Christ was

according to very clear Scripture the mem-
ber of the Elohim who interacted in person
with mankind and more  specifically with
Israel. The Being we now know as Father
was in the background for most of the time,
but not all of it. There are many scriptures
which teach us that.

John 6:44-46: “No one can come to Me
unless the Father who sent Me draws him;
and I will raise him up at the last day. It is
written in the prophets, And they shall all
be  taught  by  God  (actually  Yehovah).
Therefore  everyone  who  has  heard  and
learned from the Father comes to Me. Not
that  anyone  (man)  has  seen  the  Father,
except He who is from God; He has seen
the Father.”
Matthew 11:27: “All things have been

delivered to Me by My Father, and no one
knows  the  Son  except  the  Father.  Nor
does anyone know the Father except the
Son,  and  he  to whom  the  Son wills  to
reveal Him.”
Christ makes  it  clear  in  the Scriptures

that  the Father  interacts with mankind by
His spirit and through the Son. This is all
very important and very relevant to under-
standing who the real Jesus Christ is, was,
and will be. We are to follow His example
in  life  as  to  how He walked  on  earth  in
righteousness.
The apostle Paul did not want us  to be

ignorant as to who Christ had been under
the terms of the First Covenant.
1 Corinthians 10:1-4: “Moreover, breth-

ren, I do not want you to be unaware that
all  our  fathers were  under  the  cloud,  all
passed  through  the  sea,  all  ate  the  same
spiritual food, and all drank the same spir-
itual drink. For they drank of that spiritual
Rock  that  followed  them,  and  that Rock
was Christ.”
There are many more scriptures which

address  this  pattern  that  Christ  was  the

interactive God of the Old Covenant scrip-
tures. The  studies  I mentioned earlier are
loaded with the scriptures which form that
pattern.
Paul also instructs us in Hebrews 13:8:

“Jesus Christ  is  the same yesterday  (First
Covenant), today (Second Covenant), and
forever (the Kingdom).”
With that Biblical truth and fact in mind,

let’s  see what  some of His  activities  and
commanded  actions  where  in  the  First
Covenant times. We will see He is not the
author  of  fuzzy,  feely,  and  touchy  (FFT)
emotionalism  which  is  being  passed  off
today as the love of God.
No, He  is  not  some wimpy  little  lord

Jesus giving  the peace  symbol  to  all  and
tiptoeing  through  the  tulips. He  is a com-
passionate  loving Creator who  knew He
would ultimately be laying down His eter-
nal glory  to become our Savior  and  thus
our  life,  for He  conquered  death  for  us.
That is one brave and courageous individ-
ual as well as being a humble one.
He  knew  before  the  foundation  of  the

world  that  it might  come  to His ultimate
sacrifice for us. The love of the Father and
the Son  for Their  creation  is beyond our
comprehension as men  to understand and
only through the giving of the holy spirit to

us can we even begin to do so.
That  is why mankind without  the spirit

of God dwelling in them or leading them is
so easily convinced that Christ was full of
the fuzzy, feely, touchies and not capable of
hurting a fly or saying a word against any-
one in spite of the very clear Scriptures of
God. That is why many today are offended
when a saint, a follower of the true Christ,
stands up and speaks the truth about others
actions who claim to be followers of Christ
and  in many  instances  even  leaders who
profess to be in the body Christ.
We will see where Christ and the apos-

tles did the very same thing; that is, expose
darkness  in whatever  form  regardless  of
the  orator  or  originator  of  it.  In  fact,  the
scriptural pattern and command is so very
evident  it  is hard  to believe  that one with
Gods  spirit  could  become  so  estranged
from Christ that they could come to believe
He would not ever do such a thing.
Those who are called by the Father are

expected to have a very clear understand-
ing of who the Son is so that the Son can
have  an  intimate  relationship with  them.
This  is  so  very  important  because He  at
this  time  is  deciding,  choosing,  judging,
who will qualify to be His eternal helpmate
in the household of the Father and to assist
in the continuance of the establishing of the
family of God  through  the plan of  salva-
tion. Not everyone who starts on that jour-
ney will complete it.
Matthew 7:21-23: “Not everyone who

says  to Me,  Lord,  Lord,  shall  enter  the
Kingdom of Heaven. Many will say to Me

in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not proph-
esied  in Your  name,  cast  out  demons  in
Your  name,  and  done many  wonders  in
Your  name? And  then  I  will  declare  to
them, I never knew you; depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness.”
With  comments  like  that  coming  from

Christ, I would imagine we can safely say
there is no perception of a little lord Jesus
in them. The false christ would be saying
to them in an emotional outburst of blath-
ering words and tears that it’s okay, every-
one can come play with me in the kingdom
just  come  as  you  are.  But  many  today
would condemn the true Christ for behav-
ing so rudely, intolerantly, and mean, based
on His forgoing statement.
Just  think.  Here  in  Matthew  we  see

many coming to Him all puffed up talking
about, and actually reciting to Him, all the
good  things  they did for Him, so pay up!
There obviously is a big disconnect going
on between them, for Christ says He never
knew  them  and  thus  they  never  really
knew  Him  either.  Then  He  calls  their
works of greatness lawlessness. That’s way
over  the  top  for  the  fuzzy,  feely,  touchy,
love types. All these folks were concentrat-
ing  on  the  things  they  did  for Him. Big
error to say that to a mighty God!
In Luke 6:46 Christ says: “But why do

you call Me Lord, Lord, and do not do the
things which I say?”
Now, that is not a good beginning for a

lasting  intimate  relationship  which  is
intended to become an eternal one.
1 John 2:3-6: “Now by  this we know

that we know Him,  if we keep His com-
mandments  (the  rules  of  the  Father’s
household). He who says I know Him, and
does not keep His commandments, is a liar,
and the truth is not in him (nothing of the
FFTs  to  be  found  there).  But  whoever
keeps His word  truly  the  love  of God  is
being perfected  in him. By  this we know
that we are in Him. He who says he abides
in Him ought himself also to walk just as
He walked.”
There’s a big ouch! Two really big les-

sons to be found here. The first is that if we
keep the word of God and specifically His
commandments  then we will  know  both
the Father and the Son and His love will be
perfected in us. So here we are taught the
love  of God  is  directly  tied  to  the  com-
mandments  of God. You  know  the  ones:
Do not commit adultery, do not murder, do
not  lie, and so on. So  the  love of God  is
directly  tied  to  obedience!  Imagine  that.
The FFT group is dismayed by that teach-
ing. We are  told without conducting our-
selves in that understanding and obedience
not only will we not know Them, but we
are liars to boot, devoid of the truth.
John  15:9-10: “As  the  Father  loved

Me,  I also have  loved you;  abide  in My
love. If you keep My commandments, you
will abide in My love, just as I have kept
My Fathers commandments and abide  in
His  love.”  Sounds  like  a  pattern  to me.
How  does Paul  put  it?  “Imitate me  as  I
imitate Christ.”
So here we once again have a scriptural

pattern with conditions. What are the con-
ditions? Obedience to commandment keep-

With comments like Matthew 7:21-23
coming from Christ, we can safely

say there is no perception of a
little lord Jesus in them.
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ing and following the example Christ set.
Of  course  where  there  are  conditions

there are always consequences as well. The
Father  and  the  Son  are  not  respecters  of
persons. Scriptures instruct us to not show
partiality between a  rich man and a poor
man but  to  judge on  the basis of what  is
right and what is wrong. Oh, no! Where’s
the love in that?
Well, that is exactly what the FFT crowd

is all about. They are very partial to a sense
of greater morality and mercy than that of
God. The Corinthian Church fell victim to
that very same thing when they allowed a
man who was conducting a very vile act
with  his  father’s  wife  to  be  numbered
among them. What was Paul’s reaction?
1 Corinthians 5:5: “Deliver such a one

to Satan for the destruction of the flesh that
his  spirit may be  saved  in  the day of  the
Lord  Jesus.”  He  then  scolded  them  and
told them: “Your glorying is not good. Do
you not know  that a  little  leaven  leavens
the whole lump?”
1 Corinthians  5:1-5: “It  is  actually  re-

ported that there is sexual immorality among
you,  and  such  sexual  immorality  as  is not
even  named  among  the  Gentiles—that  a
man has his  father’s wife!  (That  is exactly
one of  the  filthy outcomes of  the one-god
doctrine as we will see momentarily.)
“And you are puffed up, and have not

rather mourned, that he who has done this
deed might  be  taken  away  from  among
you. For I indeed, as absent in the body but
present  in  the  spirit, have  already  judged
him who has done  this deed  as  though  I
was present. In the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ,  when  you  are  gathered  together,
along with my spirit, with the power of our
Lord  Jesus Christ,  deliver  such  a  one  to
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that
his  spirit may be  saved  in  the day of  the
Lord Jesus.”
Lots  to  learn  here  from  Paul  and  the

actions  of  the  Corinthians,  so  let’s  sum
some of it up. This member of the congre-
gation  had  a  sexual  relationship with  his
father’s wife. Now, that could be his moth-
er, but let’s say it was with a second wife of
the father who was not his biological moth-
er. Still a sin as scripture bears out!
The one-god doctrine claims that Christ

was  not  the God  of  the  First Covenant.
That covenant was a marriage covenant, as
we  have  articulated with  scripture  upon
scripture  in  articles  on  the  website. We
also clearly  show  that Christ  in  fact was
that  God/Elohim  who  was  married  to
Israel and Judah.
In  the Second Covenant  scriptures we

see  that Christ  is going  to marry spiritual
Israel  in  a  future  time  and  that  he  is
betrothed to her at this time. We also show
from Romans that He was the God of the
First Covenant who  had  been married  to
Israel  and  Judah  and  how  Paul  was  in-
structing  the Jews at Rome  that since He
died they were released from the law of the
husband and could marry again.
This is all very important to the plan of

salvation, and Satan wants  to destroy  this
knowledge.  If Christ was not  the God of
the  first  marriage  covenant,  then  He  in
marrying Israel and Judah who were now
betrothed  to Him  under  the  second mar-
riage covenant terms would be committing
the same filthy sin that the guy in Corinth
had committed. He would have a relation-
ship with His Father’s wife!
Give me a break, folks. That is just one

of the filthy lies housed in the one-god doc-
trine  circulating  in  many  sectors  of  the
body today. Pure filth! How did Paul say it
should be dealt with? Publicly, in the wide
open,  so  everyone  would  see  and  learn
when they all came together.
This was  not  a  small  thing  to Paul.  It

was  a  detestable  thing  which  brought
shame to the house of God. That is why I
am so outspoken about this filthy one-god
being  doctrine.  I  have  followed  Paul’s
instructions  to  the Corinthians as  to pub-
licly  exposing  it  for what  it  is  and  from
separating myself from those who teach it,
and in some cases from those who tolerate
it among themselves.

To allow such a filthy premise  to exist
overtly or covertly among the body is flat
out  wrong  as  Scripture  details  over  and
over  again. Think you have more under-
standing,  mercy,  and  compassion  than
God? That is puffed up and laden with sin
and will spread  throughout  the body with
devastating effects. Such a  filthy premise
as what  took  place  in Corinth  and  being
assigned  to  the Father  and  the Son  is no
different than the filth of homosexuality. In
addressing  such  filth  and  other  sins  in
Romans  the  first  chapter Paul makes  the
following summation:
Romans 1:32: “Who, knowing the righ-

teous  judgments  of God,  that  those who
practice  such  things  are worthy of death,
not only do  the same but also approve of
those who practice them.”
If we do not openly oppose such  filth,

then we are guilty of the same thing for we
approve  (tolerate)  those  who  practice
them. That’s a bad thing, folks. We are not
to  approve  of  such  things  in  any  way,
shape, or form. Either they leave or we do.
The one-god being doctrine is filthy to the
core  and  an  incredible  deception  of  the
devil. Our opposition to it should be shout-
ed  from  the  rooftops.  I  have  been  con-
demned by  the purveyors and  teachers of
it, and that is meaningless to me. I will con-
tinue  to  expose  such  filth  for what  it  is
regardless of the package it comes in or the
clever coating it is given.
Satan is very clever and cunning in his

approach to deception. The many who say,
Lord, Lord will be getting a big surprise if

they have not sought out a relationship of
obedience to Christ’s commandments and
thus the way He Himself functions.
The  lesson  of Matthew  25:31-46  res-

onates here especially in verse 44: “Then
they also will answer Him,  saying, Lord,
when did we see You hungry or thirsty, or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and
did not minister to You?”
Verses  45-46  give  His  non  little  lord

Jesus  reply. They did not  recognize Him,
those who were  truly a part of His body,
because  they  set  the  standards  as  to who
was called and who was not. If you were
not one of theirs, you were not of Christ for
they perceive themselves as the gateway to
Him. They defined  the criteria of accept-
ance, not Christ. Please be mindful that can
happen in both extremes: the elitist domin-
ion folks, and the false-humility FFT folks.
We  have  read  earlier  that  the  love  of

God, the perfecting of it, is intricately tied
to  keeping  the  commandments  of  God.
They  are  the  Father’s  household  rules  of
conduct. So is there a biblical description of
what the love of God is in its rawest form?
1 John 4:8: “He who does not love does

not know God, for God is love.”
Verse  16: “And  we  have  known  and

believed the love that God has for us. God

is love, and he who abides in love abides in
God, and God in Him.”
1 John 5:2-3: “By this we know that we

love the children of God, (our brothers and
sisters called by the Father) when we love
God  and  keep  His  commandments.  For
this  is  the  love of God,  that we keep His
commandments. And His commandments
are not burdensome.”
How  simple  is  that?  Biblical  love  =

commandment  keeping  without  reserva-
tion or regret.
The  apostle  Paul  declares  to  us  in

Romans 13 that “love is the fulfilling of the
law.” The context is that of a neighbor and
not letting harm come to him, and he refer-
ences commandments 6-10.
The question then begs to be answered:

If  we  let  our  neighbor  or  brother  suffer
harm, are we unaccountable for doing so?
Not according to God.
We are actually our brother’s keeper and

as such if we see someone who is, or about
to harm him, we have a command to step
in. What do you do, folks? Do you act like
a  little  wimp  and  cover  yourself  with  a
basket or do you speak boldly  to  the one
who is about to cause harm?
Paul  tells  us  in  Ephesians  6:10:

“Finally,  my  brethren,  be  strong  in  the
Lord and in the power of His might.”
You are all familiar with the context in

which he says this. It is all about fighting
spiritual battles and putting on  the whole
armor of God to do so. Part of that armor is
a sword. Do you think for one minute it is
just  for  show? We  are  to  be  bold  in  the

word of God. Do we know how to use that
sword to defend ourselves or another?
There are some  in  the body who would

not touch the sword of truth to do so. They
are  the FFT types who  tell  us  to  turn  the
other cheek. They are clueless to the lesson
of Christ’s  simple  comment  on  doing  so.
They claim we are ungodly if we in fact use
the sword along with the rest of the armor in
preaching  the gospel,  the whole gospel of
God. Look how Paul sums this lesson up.
Verses 17-20: “And  take  the helmet of

salvation and the sword of the spirit, which
is the word of God; praying always with all
prayer and supplication (to be able  to use
them  when  needed)  in  the  spirit,  being
watchful to this end with all perseverance
and supplication for all the saints, and for
me, that all utterance may be given to me,
that I may open my mouth boldly to make
known  the  mystery  of  the  gospel,  for
which I am in chains; that in it I may speak
boldly, as I ought to speak.”
Paul didn’t shy away and hide under a

basket when confronted by evil works of
another. He all the more spoke out against
it  and  used  the  word  of  God  to  do  so
regardless of who it was or what the con-
sequences to him would be.
Why? Because evil is evil regardless of

what package  it  shows up  in. Paul  loved
God and the brethren to the point he would
lay down his life, let alone suffer beatings
and other such behavior from others.
So, in summing up what we have seen,

we  have  read  that God  is  love,  the  very
source of it. The Bible boldly defines that
love as the keeping of the commandments
and  the  premise  for  us  to  be  abiding  in
Christ  and  He  is  in  us.  No  other  way
works,  folks. That  is  the bottom  line. So
let’s  see  the God  of  love  in  action. The
world does not get this, but the called and
chosen of God should.
Joshua 8:1-2:  “Then  the LORD said  to

Joshua: Do not be afraid or dismayed; take
all the people of war with you, and arise, go
up to Ai. See, I have given into your hand
the king of Ai, his people, his city, and his
land. And you shall do to Ai and the king as
you did  to  Jericho  and  the king. Only  its
spoil and its cattle you shall take for booty
for yourselves. Lay ambush (sneak attack,
not fair) for the city behind it.”
What had they done to Jericho?
Joshua  6:21:  “And  they  utterly  de-

stroyed all  that was  in  the city, both man
and woman, young and old, ox and sheep
and donkey, with the edge of the sword.”
Want something a little softer?
Exodus 21:20-21: “If  a man beats his

servant or maidservant with a rod, so that
he dies under his hand, he shall surely be
punished. Notwithstanding,  if he  remains
alive for a day or two, he shall not be pun-
ished; for he is his property.”
I ask: Are you dismayed at this? If you

are,  then  you  have  a  stumbling  block
before you and you will need  to come  to
grips with  it.  I  can  recite  scripture  after
scripture where the Being we know as The
Word, who became  Jesus Christ, did  this
very same thing over and over in His rela-
tionship with Israel.
We need to understand that those types of

How simple is that? Biblical
love = commandment keeping without

reservation or regret.
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actions from the viewpoint of a loving God
are for the well-being of His creation. If we
do not understand why, then we can fall to
the illusion of the little lord Jesus character-
ization flooding Christianity today.
Satan has a reason for convincing peo-

ple to believe that illusion. Christ is com-
ing  back  to  make  war! When  He  does,
many will  think  it can’t be Christ  for He
would never do such a thing!!! Remember,
we are talking about the Being, the loving
God,  who  killed  all  of  mankind  except
eight  people  by  drowning  them.  Do  we
understand why? Because God will not tol-
erate  evil  to overcome His  creation.  It  is
better off not existing than to exist full of
evil. Evil promulgates evil!
1 Corinthians  15:  33-34:  “Do  not  be

deceived.  Evil  company  corrupts  good
habits. Awake to righteousness and do not
sin, for some do not have the knowledge of
God. I speak this to your shame.”
This is very easy to understand with the

spirit of God assisting us. That is why main-
stream Christianity usually does not turn to
the  First  Covenant  scriptures  except  for
tithing. They do not  recognize  the God of
the First Covenant scriptures as the Father or
the Son of  the Second Covenant scriptures
because of  the  incredible  job of deception
Satan  has  pulled  off  on  it.  They  have
believed the lie and unfortunately he is mak-
ing headway  into  some who profess  to be
begotten of God and in the body of Christ.
Satan is actually making headway into

dumbing down brethren who should know
better. He has convinced mainstream Chris-
tianity that the God of the Old Testament
was vicious and bloodthirsty: for both the
blood  of  man  as  well  as  the  blood  of
“poor  innocent” animals. Just  think how
harsh this God was who had tens of mil-
lions  of  animals  sacrificed  and  burned
and  called  the  resulting  smoke  a  sweet
smelling aroma.
Can you give an answer to this if chal-

lenged by one of  the FFT crowd? Or are
you dismayed by it without words to give
an answer? The world certainly is, yet they
will muster most  of mankind  to  kill  all
those who believe the truth! How deluded
is that?
2 Corinthians 2:14-17: “Now thanks be

to God who always leads us in triumph in
Christ,  and  through  us  diffuses  the  fra-
grance of His knowledge  in  every place.
For we  are  to God  (the  Father)  the  fra-
grance  of  Christ  among  those  who  are
being saved and among those who are per-
ishing.  To  the  one we  are  the  aroma  of
death to death, and the other the aroma of
life to life. And who is sufficient for these
things? For we are not as so many peddling
(adulterating  for  gain)  the word  of God;
but  as  of  sincerity,  but  as  from God, we
speak in the sight of God in Christ.”
The time we live in is not just assigned

to us to receive the gift of salvation, eternal
life; it is also a very special time to qualify
for a special function  in  the household of
God the Father. We are called at this time,

predestined as  the scriptures call  it,  to be
judged on our own personal works for the
humble function of the bride of Christ, the
responsibilities of the mother in the house-
hold of the Father.
Some may think of that as an unachiev-

able high and mighty  thing.  I do not,  for
Christ tells us He will finish what He has
started in us. Some look at it as a function
of great power and authority. I do not. If
you  think  it  is  such  a  thing,  just  ask  a
mother with a household of children if she
thinks her job is full of glory, power, and
authority. Ask her to define it in one word
for you and she will tell you “work,” lots
of work.
It  is  a  function which  emphasizes  the

denial of the self quite often because of the
overwhelming need to serve the rest of the
family. That  is a  labor of  true  love when
placed in a spiritual perspective. Do not be
taken captive into the lie of the great ones
who  try  to  subjugate  you  to  themselves.
They make every attempt  to separate you
and me from the true work we have been
given  by  inserting  their mantra  of  doing

“the work.” They  try  to  convince us  that
they  are  doing  the work  of God  through
their organizations.
It comes in many forms but the bottom

line  is  it  is  a  false work, one  that Christ
will  not  recognize when He  returns  and
will rebuke them for it. Their work needs
us, for we are to pay and pray and sit there
and shut up and be awed by their greatness
in  leadership  and  understanding.  When
Christ was asked what shall we do  to do
the works of God, He  replied as  it  is  re-
corded in John 6.
John 6:19:  “This  is  the work of God,

that you (yes, all of us) believe in Him who
He sent.”
How do we manifest the belief in Him?
By  doing  the  things  which  He  did.

Great miracles! Sure,  if  its granted  to us,
but how about preparing ourselves to be a
humble  loving bride, a daughter of great
value. Our Father and Savior/Husband are
watching us, we are in Their sight all the
time, and  it will be our works  that They
use  to make  that decision as  to being  the
bride, wife, mom for eternity in the house-
hold of the Father.
Revelation 19:7-8: “Let us be glad and

rejoice  and give Him glory,  for  the mar-
riage of the lamb has come, and His wife
has made herself ready (How?) And to her
it was granted to be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and bright,  for  the  fine  linen  is  the
righteous acts of the saints.”
Let’s  refresh our memories  about God

and what He does before we continue.
Isaiah 55:8-9: “For My thoughts are not

your  thoughts,  nor  your ways My ways,
says the LORD. For as the heavens are high-
er  than  the earth. So are My ways higher
than  your  ways,  and  My  thoughts  than
your thoughts.”
Romans  11:  33-34:  “Oh,  the  depth  of

the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments
and His ways past finding out! For who has
known the mind of the LORD? Or who has
become His counselor?”
There is only one way that the mind of

man,  the  spirit  of  man,  can  understand
such things. It needs to be joined with the
spirit  of God  so  it  can  comprehend  the
things of God.
1 Corinthians 2:11-14: “For what man

knows the things of a man except the spir-
it of the man which is in him? Even so no
one  knows  the  things  of God  except  the
spirit of God. Now we have received, not
the spirit of the world, but the spirit which
is from God, that we may know the things
which have been freely given to us by God.
These  things we also speak, not  in words
which man’s  wisdom  teaches  but which
the holy spirit teaches, comparing spiritual
things with spiritual. But  the natural man
does not receive the things of the spirit of
God,  for  they are  foolishness  to him; nor

can he know, because  they are spiritually
discerned.”
So, dear brethren, when you  read such

things as we have read about God, we need
to look at them, judge them, from a spiritu-
al point of view,  for we are being  taught
about the wisdom and knowledge of God.
God hates evil. Man says he does as well
but  he  constantly  practices  it.  In  fact,  he
calls good evil and evil good.
When we are defining the love of God,

we need to look at it in its entirety, not just
the warm aspects of it which we could list
here in page after page. The love of God is
not fuzzy, feely, touchy. It is realistic to the
spiritual plain of thinking. It is just, merci-
ful, and faithful to the way of God, thus His
commandments of conduct. It is encapsu-
lated in the simple phrase “the love of God
is outgoing concern for another.”
Unfortunately, many do not see that out-

going concern also means freeing someone
from a  life of evil,  full of misery, due  to
detestable and vile actions.
Please do not fall into the whiny, wimpy,

little  lord Jesus  trap. We have been given
the spirit of God so that we can understand
the wisdom and knowledge of God which
is  so  much  higher  than  that  of  man.
Remember  Christ  commanded  us,  “He
who says he abides in Him ought himself
also to walk just as He walked.”
He laid down His life for us! We in turn

are expected to do the same thing, but not
just  for  Him.  That  can  come  in  many
forms. We are commanded to be our broth-
er’s  keeper. One  example  of  how  that  is

accomplished is in 1 John 2.
Verses 9-11: “He who says he is in the

light, and hates his brother, is in darkness
until now. He who loves his brother abides
in the light, and there is no cause for stum-
bling in him. But he who hates his brother
is  in darkness and walks  in darkness, and
does not know where he is going, because
the darkness has blinded his eyes.”
Hating your brother  is one of  the doc-

trines being taught by many of the organi-
zations of the great ones. They discourage
and even outwardly demand  that  there be
no contact with brethren in other organiza-
tions who are outside of their control. They
have truly become the overlords that Christ
forbids His disciples to imitate.
We live in a time which is obviously just

prior  to  our  Savior’s  return.  A simple
review and understanding of what will be
taking place at  that  time  in  the Scriptures
assures us of that.
I don’t  spend a  lot of  time discussing

such  things  because  there  are  so many
today  completely  engrossed  with  such
that they have lost their true identity and
purpose for being called by the Father. It
has become a major deviation to the bride
of Christ.
Once again, Satan knows his trade very

well  and  is  the  master  of  disguise  and
deception. We who  are  called  are  in  his
sights.  If  he  can  repackage  himself  to
appear as an angel of  light,  it  is no doubt
understandable how he can foster the FFT
little  lord  Jesus  characterization  on  the
world and also on some who are called of
the Father.
Now, how does one hate his brother in

Christ? Remember, we are  thinking on a
spiritual plain here, not on an earthly plain
as with  a  neighbor  or  a  brother. That  is
a different thing but all the same important
to us all in our doing what Christ did but
nowhere near what the world emphasizes
yet does not do (Matthew 25). Again we
are focusing on the spiritual here and thus
the  body  of  Christ  and  those  called  by
the Father.
Matthew 25:41-46: “Then He will also

say  to  those  on His  left  hand  (those  he-
goats which  follow  after  the  example  of
Satan. No coincidence that the source of all
sins, Satan,  is  represented by  the he-goat
on Atonement  who  is  so  filthy  that  the
High Priest needs  to wash all his clothes
and  body  after  touching  him;  while  the
penalty  for  all  the  sins  of  mankind  is
absorbed by Christ,  the goat which  is sin
free on our behalf), depart  from Me, you
cursed,  into  everlasting  fire  (permanent
death) prepared for the devil and his mes-
sengers, for I was hungry and you gave Me
no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no
drink; I was a stranger and you did not take
Me  in, naked and you did not clothe Me,
sick and in prison but you did not visit Me!
“Then  they will also answer Him  say-

ing, Lord when did we see you hungry or
thirsty, or a stranger or naked or sick or in
prison, and did not minister  to you? (It  is
painfully  obvious  they  did  not  recognize
who Christ was, for they followed the ten-
ants of a false christ. They hated their spir-
itual brother because he did not  function

Satan dumbs down brethren who should
know better. He has convinced mainstream

Christianity that the God of the Old
Testament was vicious and bloodthirsty.
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under  their  authority  and  traditions,  and
thus were  looked upon  as  trash, or  com-
petitors  to  them or any variation of such.
That  is  the case with many of  the church
organizations.)
“Then  He  will  answer  them,  saying,

assuredly I say to you, inasmuch as you did
not do  it  to one of  the  least of  these My
brethren, you did not do it to Me. And these
will go away into everlasting punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”
Here we can clearly see a distinction in

what  some will  do  towards  the  body  of
Christ and what some won’t. Here we see
that some felt they were doing the will of
God but in fact were not.
Ezekiel 34 prophesied: “The weak you

have not strengthened, nor have you healed
those who were sick, nor bound up the bro-
ken,  nor  brought  back  what  was  driven
away, nor sought what was  lost; but with
force and cruelty you have ruled them.”
These  followers of a  false christ,  these

“worthless  shepherds,”  as  Christ  calls
them, abound today in the churches and in
the world. They are deluded and preach a
gospel about a false christ. They are often
disguised as messengers of light, preaching
a worldly version of love to elevate them-
selves in a false aura of humility and gen-
tleness, all the while crushing the sheep.
In verse 17 here in Ezekiel 34 we read:

“And O My flock, thus says the Lord GOD:
Behold,  I  shall  judge between  sheep  and
sheep  (a  merciful  and  just  God)  and
between rams and he-goats.”
We need to ask ourselves a simple ques-

tion: Are we functioning like a mature male
sheep, a ram, or as a he-goat? This is a very
important  question  to  our  calling  at  this
time. He-goats are continually butting  the
immature sheep and the ewes. That is a no-
no  in both covenants, as  it should be. We
are to be practicing true religion, and half of
that equation, as James  tells us,  is  to visit
the orphans and widows in their trouble.
We are their legal defenders. There are

many, many  spiritual  orphans  and wid-
ows  today  in  the  church  organizations
who  are  separated  from  the Father  and
the Savior/Husband by lying benefactors
who rule them. Do you make an effort to
visit  them?  If so, how? There are many
ways you could be serving them in their
time of trouble.
Did Jesus Christ  idle His  tongue when

He  saw  this  happening?  As  the  saying
goes, “Not a chance in hell!”
Let’s review a few of these episodes of

our Savior/Husband acting as a ram for the
well-being of  the  flock  and  exposing  the
he-goats  for what  they were. Once again,
remember we are  to follow Him,  the real
Jesus, in what He did. We are to walk just
as  He  walked.  He  did  not  refrain  from
doing  so  in  public  for  fear  of  offending
them or their followers.
Matthew 23:1-7: “Then Jesus spoke to

the multitude and to His disciples, saying:
The  Scribes  and  the  Pharisees  have  set
themselves  in Moses’ seat  (God  didn’t).

Therefore (or that being the case) whatev-
er they tell you to observe (according to the
law given through Moses) observe and do,
but do not do according to their works (the
traditions  of  the  elders);  for  they  say
(according  to  Moses),  and  do  not  do
(according to Moses).
“For  they bind heavy burdens, hard  to

bear, and  lay  them on other men’s shoul-
ders; but they will not move them with one
of their fingers. But all their works they do
to be seen by men. They make their phy-
lacteries broad and enlarge  the borders of
their garments. They love the best places at
the feasts, the best seats in the synagogues,
greetings  in  the marketplaces,  and  to  be
called  by men, Rabbi Rabbi  (which  is  a
transliteration from Hebrew which means
Master Master or, as the English abbrevia-
tion is today, Mr. Mr.).”
That is a very public rebuke and indict-

ment of the actions, deeds, and conduct of
the religious leaders of His day and in His
society. Not very fuzzy, feely, touchy, is it?
Do you  think He offended  these “men of
god” and perhaps some of their followers?

Sure, He did! That certainly did not stop
Him from doing so, did it? Not a chance! I
will bet some even felt He was too abrasive
with  these  ungodly  comments,  for  these
men  felt  they were doing  the  right  thing.
Maybe His  bold  actions  turned  some  off
from  listening  to  Him  anymore;  for  He
came across cruel, harsh, and heartless  in
their  opinion. How  could  such  a  one  be
from God  or  represent Him? He  should
have just turned the other cheek, right?
Continuing  in  verse  13: “But woe  to

you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you shut up the kingdom of heaven against
men (by their false doctrines); for you nei-
ther go in, nor do you allow those who are
entering to go in.”
Do we see the gravity of their actions on

those who they deceive, who are ruled by
them? Do we  also  recognize Christ was
functioning  as  the  weaker  ones’ legal
defender?  He  didn’t  care  where  it  took
place, but obviously was very happy to do
so  in  a  very  public  spectacle.  I  am  sure
there were plenty there who felt His rebuke
was a bit over the top and even thought He
should tone it down lest He scare prospec-
tive brethren away because of His harsh-
ness and boldness.
Verses 14-15: “Woe to you, Scribes and

Pharisees,  hypocrites.  For  you  devour
widow’s houses, and  for a pretense make
long prayers (that filthy activity is rampant
in many of  the  ‘churches of God’ today).
Therefore  you  will  receive  greater  con-
demnation.  Woe  to  you  Scribes  and
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you  travel  land

and sea to win one proselyte, and when he
is won, you make Him twice the son of hell
as yourselves.”
That’s because they want to be a muck-

ety-muck  like  them and do very ungodly
things to prove themselves to them. This is
an example of the one extreme. The other
is the FFTs. There needs to be balance.
Matthew 16:11-12: “How is it you do not

understand that I did not speak to you con-
cerning  bread? You  should  beware  of  the
leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees. Then
they understood that He did not tell them to
beware  of  the  leaven  of  bread,  but  of  the
doctrines of  the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Their  doctrines were  full  of  sinful  actions
which separated them from God.
Just  think  how  some  of  the  little  lord

Jesus  types  would  respond  to  Christ’s
actions  like  this  today. Actually, we don’t
have to imagine. They would have nothing
to do with the real Jesus Christ, the Son of
God the Father, and in fact many don’t, and
more  are  taking  up  that  course  of  false
humility in their own self-righteousness.
The real Christ goes on here in Matthew

23 and calls  these  religious  leaders, blind
guides, extortionists, self-indulgent, unrigh-
teous, serpents, and offspring of vipers. No
FFTs to be found in that, is there?

Christ made it very clear we are not to
tolerate such behavior  in  leaders and cer-
tainly not to function as they do. He did not
“bridle His  tongue,” as some would erro-
neously apply to such behavior, but clearly
articulated their sinful behavior in public.
Who were these folks once again? The

religious  leaders  in  Israel,  the  self-pro-
claimed  shepherds and  teachers  in  Israel!
Do we dare to be as bold as Christ was? Do
you shy away from such confrontation yet
consider yourself a servant  in  the body, a
teacher of the flock, a pastor of the sheep?
We all need  to  think  long and hard on

such things here at the end of the age when
there  are  so many  spiritual  orphans  and
widows  abounding,  so  many  sick  and
imprisoned, so many hungry and thirsty, so
many naked, and so many strangers.
Christ  certainly  was  not  shy  about

rebuking the religious leaders who erred in
His day while a man walking the earth. It
was a normal function of His. He was bru-
tally honest! How about you? He gives us
some very sobering instruction in Matthew
chapter 7.
Let’s  review  it  in  Matthew  7:15-20:

“Beware  of  false  prophets who  come  in
sheep’s clothing but inwardly they are rav-
enous wolves. You will know them by their
fruit.  Do  men  gather  grapes  from  thorn
bushes, or figs from thistles? Even so every
good  tree bears good fruit, but a bad  tree
bears bad fruit. Agood tree cannot bear bad
fruit,  nor  can  a  bad  tree  bear  good  fruit.
Every tree that does not bear good fruit is
cut down and thrown into the fire. There-

fore by their fruits you will know them.”
That is instruction for our spiritual well-

being. It is instructing us on how we are to
walk and how we are to judge the walk of
others.
That’s right! There’s  that dirty word  in

today’s Christianity, judge! But the start of
chapter 7 says we are not to judge?
Just as the FFT love doctrine has dumb-

ed down many, so has the “do not judge”
doctrine done  the  same. We  judge  things
every waking moment of our  lives when
we are making decisions. They are nothing
more  than  judgments,  discernments. We
are to judge between good and evil just as
Christ  instructed us  about good  fruit  and
bad fruit.
What we do not do  is pronounce con-

demnation on people. That is Christ’s func-
tion  and His  alone. He will  dish  out  the
penalty they will need to pay not us and, if
repentant, administer His mercy which  is
without bounds.
Our  responsibility  to  ourselves  and

those in our care is to make a judgment as
to good or bad, right or wrong, righteous-
ness and unrighteousness. How do we do
that? By applying  the biblical patterns of
good and bad to them. It is then our respon-
sibility to embrace good and flee evil. But
it is also our responsibility to expose evil in
the process.
Christ didn’t shy away from publicly or

privately  proclaiming  religious  leaders’
bad  fruit, and we are  to do  the same  if  it
falls into our spheres of influence. We are
our brother’s keeper in such things.
Let’s review some of Christ’s reactions

to some of the bad fruit.
Mark  11:15-18: “So  they  came  to

Jerusalem. And Jesus went into the temple
and began  to drive out  those who bought
and sold in the temple, and overturned the
tables of the moneychangers and the seats
of  those who  sold doves. And He would
not  allow  anyone  to  carry wares  through
the temple.
“Then He  taught  saying  to  them,  Is  it

not written, My  house  shall  be  called  a
house of prayer  for  all nations? But you
have made  it  a  den  of  thieves  (because
they were  cheating  these  they  had  dealt
with and undoubtedly trying to get them to
put their offerings to better use by buying
from them).
“And  the Scribes  and  the  chief priests

heard it and sought how they might destroy
Him; for they feared Him, because all the
people were astonished at His teachings.”
No little lord Jesus to be found in that.

Jesus did not care whether people liked or
disliked Him based on what He said to the
religious  leaders  of His  day. He  did  not
hesitate  to  point  out  their  false  doctrines
and bad behavior.
Christ did not utilize the FFT method in

addressing  any  of  this  kind  of  behavior,
and neither should we. Brutally honest is a
good  description  of  how  He  functioned,
and  for a very good  reason: He was cor-
recting  bad  behavior.  He  was  edifying
those who were being affected by the bad
behavior. He  had  the  best  interest  of  the
victims in the forefront.
Can and do we walk as He walked  in

Jesus did not care whether people liked
or disliked Him based on what He said to
the religious leaders of His day. He did

not hesitate to point out false doctrines.
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such matters? Remember we are qualify-
ing to be His bride at this time. That means
we are to be one with Him. Do we have the
strength  and  concern  in  us  for  others  to
emulate  this  character  trait  of  our
Savior/Husband as well as the softer ones?
Paul  tells  us  in  2  Corinthians  13:5:

“Examine  yourselves whether  you  are  in
the  faith. Prove  (test) yourselves. Do you
not know yourselves that Jesus Christ is in
you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.”
We all need to come to grips with such

things. What was  the  primary  reason  for
Christ functioning in this way?
Many would  say  to  expose  evil  and

error. That is a result of His actions. The
reason for doing so is edification through
correction. We see our Creator  teaching
us  the  difference  between  right  and
wrong,  good  and  bad  in  both  behavior
and doctrine.
His  demeanor  was  sharp because  He

was using His sword to cut to the chase, as
the  saying  goes.  He  was  not  displaying
hatred for either the perpetrators or the vic-
tims but was utilizing  the  true method of
Godly love in dealing with both.
Can  we  see  that?  His  goal  was  not

focused  on  smashing  the  deceived  reli-
gious  leaders, regardless of what  the FFT
folks  would  think.  The  world  does  not
understand what Godly love in action is.
Let’s look at a very simple illustration. If

little  Johnnie  smacks  little Tommy  in  the
mouth, what would you do? Would you as
the adult plead with little Johnnie not to do
it again or would you raise the tone of your
voice and use the authority you have as an
adult to bring about corrective behavior?
If that didn’t work, would you have it in

you to bring it to the next level? What if lit-
tle  Johnnie was  teaching  little Tommy  to
behave really bad even to the point of hurt-
ing himself or others? What would you do
as the adult? Would you correct them both
out of hatred or concern?
Hopefully concern. That is what Christ

did, does, and will do. That correction can
at times seem very sharp and very brutal to
many, for they have been conditioned in a
wrong understanding.
Our  Savior/Husband  has  given  us  the

example we  should  follow  after:  to walk
just as He walked  in such  things. He has
also given us the means through His spirit
dwelling in us. The only hatred involved is
for the evil and error in the matter and not
toward the perpetrator or the victim.
He has given us example after example

of Godly love in action, outgoing concern
for others. Can we undertake that mind-set
or  have  we  been  laden  down  with  FFT
teachings  to  the  point we  can’t  see  such
things clearly.
The FFT crowd accuses any who would

emulate  Christ  in  such  things  as  being
judgmental,  condemnatory,  accusatory,
mean-spirited,  full of hate, and devoid of
compassion and love.
Paul  tells us  in  2 Corinthians  13:10:

“Therefore  I  write  these  things  being

absent,  lest  being  present  I  should  use
sharpness,  according  to  the  authority
which  the Lord has given me for edifica-
tion and not for destruction.”
Can we see clearly what Paul is teaching

us? He would be bold and sharp in correc-
tion for the purpose of edification and not
destruction.  How  do  you  look  at  such
things? We have a choice.
Are we mature enough to understand the

difference?  We  need  to  walk  as  Christ
walked  in  such matters.  Some  have  said
they lack authority to do so. That is a cop-
out. Our authority  is simple and pure, for
we are our brother’s keeper.
Think  of  it  this  way:  If  your  fleshly

brother  or  sister  were  conducting  them-
selves in a manner which could cause harm
to themselves or others, would you just sit
there  and  not  say  anything  because  you
somehow thought you lacked authority?
I would hope not. You have authority as

a  brother,  as  a  family member.  I would
hope you would intervene to point out and
hopefully teach them the error of their way
and bring them to their senses.

The  same  applies  to  our  spiritual
brothers and sisters. That is true love for
another and, yes, at times it can appear to
many  as  being  something  else  if  their
minds  are  not  focused  by  and  through
the spirit of God.
Let’s  clarify  something  here.  Just  be-

cause  someone does not  function  exactly
as  you  function  does  not mean  they  de-
serve  a  public  or  private  rebuke.  Such  a
rebuke  comes  when  one  is  teaching  or
causing  harm  to  the  brethren  based  on
Biblical standards. We are instructed in this
in the Scriptures. We do not get on our high
horse  because  someone  is  not  numbered
among us and does not do exactly what we
do and how we do it. Many of the organi-
zations major in such behavior.
Mark  9:38-40:  “Now  John  answered

Him,  saying,  Teacher,  we  saw  someone
who does not follow us (notice, not ‘You’
as  in Christ)  casting out demons  in Your
name,  and  we  forbade  him  (now  notice
why) because he does not  follow us. But
Jesus said, do not  forbid him,  for no one
who works a miracle (casting out demons
is a miracle)  in My name can soon after-
wards speak evil of Me. For he who is not
against us is on our side.”
This work was a good work and should

have been judged on its merits and not by
association to oneself. We are to judge such
things based on  the  fruit,  the works,  and
not the package it comes in, or whether we
think they are one of us. This man’s actions
were not bringing disrepute to the Father or
the Son. In fact, they were bringing glory

to Them. We need to always remember the
body of Christ  is very diverse with many
members  unified  by  one  spirit  but  under
one Head. It  is  the unity of  the spirit  that
we  look  for  and not  a  following  after or
likening  to  ourselves,  or  in  other  words
those who look just like us.
There is a movement being undertaken

by  the  messengers  of  the  prince  of  the
power  of  the  air,  the  prince  of  darkness,
creeping  across  the  face  of  Christianity
today.  It  is  headed  by  the  one who  calls
himself the Vicar of Christ. He is focusing
on a doctrine of unity, fellowship, forgive-
ness, and  love, all  rolled up  into one. He
has  been  commissioned  by  the  devil  to
unite all those who are his under one ban-
ner, which is one shrouded in a false christ.
Unfortunately  that  same movement  is

infecting some who are called of the Father
who are not grounded  in a very personal
relationship  with  Christ  as  their  Savior/
Husband. Many of these brethren are easi-
ly swayed by every wind of doctrine, espe-
cially if it is presented in the FFT version
of love. These doctrines for the most part
are designed  to have a  form of godliness
but are empty deceits.
These  recent  evangelical  moves  and

actions of the Vicar of Christ to call home

all  the daughters of  the harlot have been
prophesied  long ago so we should not be
caught  off  guard  or  even  unaware.  The
words being spoken are smooth and sooth-
ing to the simple minded who are shallow
in the truth of God. They are in fact used to
lull brethren to sleep just as they have the
great  masses  who  are  called  Christians.
They are surrounded in FFT language such
as do not judge, love everyone, be of one
fellowship—with  the  underlying  theme
and result that unity is more important than
truth. They  actually  teach  and  stress  that
FFT love  and  unity  of  fellowship  are
greater  than  obedience  to  the  laws  and
commandments of God the Father.
It  is a syrupy, shallow, emotion driven

teaching which is the exact opposite of the
love of God, which  is  founded  in obedi-
ence, clearly visible obedience to the com-
mandments of God. The unity they preach
is actually  the captivity which will befall
all those not holding fast to a personal rela-
tionship  required  by  Christ  to  be  num-
bered  among  His  body  at  His  return.
Christ’s  unity  is  very  different  from  that
which  is  professed  by  the mind  of man
which is influenced by Satan. It is no sur-
prise  that his minions are now pushing a
full  frontal  movement  of  such  prior  to
Christ’s return. Christ’s love and unity are
not of this world.
Luke 12:49-53: “I came to send fire on

the earth, and how I wish it was already
kindled! (Please reflect on this. That was
His desire when He walked as a man way
back 2,000 years ago.) But I have a bap-

tism  to  be  baptized with,  and  how  dis-
tressed I am until it is accomplished (no
beating around the bush here. He wanted
it  to  end;  He  was  tired  of  bearing  up
under it).
“Do  you  suppose  that  I  came  to  give

peace on the earth? (That is what the false
christ teaching is saying). I tell you, not at
all, but  rather division. For  from now on
five  in  one  household  will  be  divided
(think spiritually here): three against two,
and  two  against  three.  Fathers  will  be
divided against son and son against father,
mother  against  daughter  and  daughter
against  mother,  mother-in-law  against
daughter-in-law  and  daughter-in-law
against mother-in-law.”
Brethren, that is exactly what is happen-

ing in the church organizations today. It is
rampant. They all hate each other, are com-
peting with each other, revile each other. It
is absolutely disgusting to watch from the
outside. We must be thankful to our Father
that we are not trapped in it. However, we
must  be working  to  help  those who  are
imprisoned in it to get out.
What happened  to our  instructions  in

Philippians  2:1-4?  “Therefore  if  there  is
any  consolation  (or  encouragement)  in
Christ,  if any comfort  in  love,  if any  fel-
lowship of  the spirit,  if any affection and
mercy, fulfill my joy by being like-minded,
having the same love, of one accord, of one
mind. Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition  or  conceit,  but  in  lowliness  of
mind  let  each  esteem  others  better  than
himself.  Let  each  of  you  look  out  not
only  for his own  interests, but also  for
the interests of others.”
Our loving Creator died for us in spite of

the  fact we are all  sinners. He  loved His
creation  so much  that He was willing  to
humble Himself before His eternal  friend
and companion and, for that matter, all of
creation. He willingly yielded to Him and
gave  all  the glory  to Him,  the Being we
know as the Father.
That  is so far from  the mind-set of  the

men who run the organizations we refer to
as  “the  Church”  that  we  as  individuals
should be thanking Him daily for setting us
free from those delusions of grandeur. Our
loving  Savior/Husband  has  given  us  the
example to follow. He believed and trusted
that  the  Father  would  give  Him  the
strength  He  would  need  to  be  able  to
remain  sin  free  and  fulfill His destiny  as
the Son, the Lamb of God, and become a
worthy  and  acceptable  sacrifice  on  our
behalf and then be returned to the Glory He
had with the Father.
We  need  to  have  that  same  trust  and

belief  in our Savior/Husband  that He  too
will give us the strength we need to over-
come our fleshly existence and receive the
gift of eternal life which He has made pos-
sible.  It  took  great  courage,  resolve,  and
strength to stand up to sin and reject it as
He did. He was in no way wimpish, whin-
ing, fuzzy, feely,  touchy,  in anything, and
neither should we be. If we are, we fall far
short of the personal understanding of our
calling and of  the  function we have been
called to fill.
Let’s  get  a  taste  of what He,  our  Sa-

Our Savior/Husband was in no way
wimpish, whining, fuzzy, feely, touchy,
in anything, and neither should we be.
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vior/Husband, will be like when He returns
in the future with His bride at His side.
Revelation  17:14: “These  will  make

war  with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb  will
overcome them for He is the Lord of lords
and King of kings; and those with Him are;
called, chosen, and faithful.”
He will make war with all that oppose

Him at His return. Look who is with Him,
those who were called of the Father, cho-
sen by the Son, and who remained faith-
ful unto the end. If we do not know who
our  Husband  is  to  the  point  of  having
such  a  personal  relationship  with  Him
where we will be faithful through this life
existence in such a way that He wants us
to  share  eternity with Him  as His help-
mate in the household of the Father, then
we will not be there.
Are we a whiny, wimpy, example of a

false christ? If so, we will be told “I never
knew you.”
Here we  see  the  bride  accompanying

Him  to battle. Have we  learned how we
are to conduct ourselves in battle, or have
we turned tail and run or let someone else
do  the  fighting  for  us?  Have  we  stood
firm to protect the other members of our
family who have not yet  learned how  to
put on the armor as of yet, or the spiritual
widows  and  orphans  who  are  being
abused  by  the  worthless  shepherds,  or
those who are under their dominion who
have separated them from Christ and the
Father  with  their  deceitful  doctrines  of
dominion over their faith?
What  about  the  vast  numbers  in  the

church today who are wretched, miserable,
poor, blind,  and naked, or  those who  are
hungry, thirsty, sick, and strangers? Do we
esteem them and their needs more than our
own? What  would  a mom  do? What  is
expected of us?
Revelation 19: These verses describe to

all who are willing to read it the actions of
our Husband  and  of His  bride when He
returns. Just  think. This  is  the  first public
actions  they will be doing  together  in  the
sight of all mankind after the wedding sup-
per has been completed.
Verses  11-15: “Then  I  saw  heaven

opened,  and behold,  a white horse. And
He who  sat  on  him was  called  Faithful
and True, and in righteousness He judges
and makes war (imagine that; both judg-
ing and making war). His eyes were like a
flame  of  fire,  and  on  His  head  many
crowns. He  had  a  name written  that  no
one knew except Himself. He was clothed
in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is
called; The Word of God.
“And the armies in heaven, clothed in

fine linen, white and clean followed Him
on white horses. Now out of His mouth
(not someone else’s) goes a sharp sword,
that with it He should strike the nations.
And He Himself will  rule  them with  a
rod of iron. He Himself treads the wine-
press  of  the  fierceness  and  wrath  of
Almighty God.”
Let’s not forget the Lake of Fire!

Verse 20: “Then the beast was captured
and  with  him  the  false  prophet  who
worked signs in his presence, by which he
deceived  those who  received  the mark of
the  beast  and  those who worshipped  his
image. These two were cast ALIVE into the
lake of fire burning with brimstone.”
How  cruel, how heartless, how merci-

less of Christ to throw them in alive would
be the FFTs’ reaction.
Let’s not  forget verse 21 either: “And

the rest were killed with the sword which
proceeded  from  the mouth  of Him  (cer-
tainly not the little lord Jesus) who sat on
the horse. And all the birds were filled with
their flesh.”
Dear  friends  and  brethren,  is  the  real

Jesus Christ recognized by this world? The
answer  is no! The vast majority of man-
kind will rally to fight against Him and His
bride when they return to the earth to make
war on a future feast of Trumpets.
Mankind  apart  from  the  spirit  of  God

dwelling  in  them  is not capable of under-
standing who the real Jesus Christ is. They
are easily led astray and dumbed down by

the actions of Satan the devil. We all once
walked that walk brethren, but we should no
longer be on that road or anywhere near it.
We have been called out of such unbe-

lief by the Father and then granted to grow
in grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. That spirit living in us
teaches us and strengthens us to walk just
as He walked, not only in true humility and
love, but also in boldness before others as
to the word of God and fighting a spiritual
war which is not with flesh and blood. We
are to become complete, perfect to our call-
ing  and  purpose  at  this  time.  Some  are
falling from that in their personal relation-
ship with Christ. Paul reminds us:
1 Corinthians  13:11: “When  I was  a

child, I spoke as a child, I understood as a
child,  I  thought  as  a  child,  but  when  I
became a man, I put away childish things.”
Our calling  is not one of sobbing and

whining on one another. It is one of out-
going  concern  in Godly proportions  and
actions. We  are  prophesied  to  do  great
things. However,  that greatness  is not as
the world perceives greatness. That means
we are to be putting ourselves in a second
position when  it  comes  to  the  needs  of
others called of our Father in good times
and in bad.
Do  we  really  understand  what  that

entails? If we  in any way, shape, or form
think of Christ in the FFT or wimpy, whiny
mode characterizations, we are clueless to
what we will be doing to qualify to be His
eternal helpmate in our works today. Once
again  think about His statements we cov-

ered  earlier. Those who  think  they were
functioning as He did are rejected by Him.
With the spirit of God dwelling in us we

are to have a clear understanding as to the
way and walk of God. That does not mean
we are all going to be doing the very same
thing  as  scripture  after  scripture  tells  us.
BUT! We will share one very common trait
and command and all will know us by it.
John 13: 34: “A new commandment I

give to you, that you love one another; AS I
HAVE LOVED YOU,  that  you  also  love  one
another.”
The Scriptures are full of Christ’s exam-

ples of how He loved us. There is no need
for me to recite them, for I am sure we are
all well aware of them.
True  outgoing  concern  for  others  is

unmistakable when we look to the actions,
the works, and not the lip service. Our ears
may be fooled but not our spiritual eye by
such  things,  for,  as  the  saying  goes,
“actions  speak  louder  than words.” Thus
we are to judge such things by their fruits
as we were instructed by Christ earlier.
If one speaks in the language of love and

functions  in  the work  of  dominion  over
you,  then you know you have a deceitful
fruit on your hands. Satan loves dominion
whether overt or covert. However, he does

prefer it to be overt so he gets his warped
recognition.
We give him recognition but not in the

way he likes, for we see him as a liar and a
murderer and the source of all evil. Do we
present him as such  in our understanding
and our actions? Are we afraid or timid of
publicly  displaying  our  faith  and  under-
standing in and of God?
Look to the apostle Paul as an example

in such  times  in his walk with Christ. He
tells us to imitate him as he imitates Christ.
He  was  very  bold  in  speaking  publicly
about the hope which was in him. As well,
he was  very  bold  in  openly warning  the
brethren  about  those who would  pervert
the truth of God as to the plan of salvation.
He would name them by name, in fact. He
didn’t  care what  they  or  their  following
thought  about  him.  It  did  not  hinder  his
speaking boldly about it.
I have been told I need to tone it down

in  such  times. Not  a  chance!  It has been
suggested we wait until a time when it will
be really important like standing up to the
beast  power.  I  have  bold  news  for  those
who think that is the case. We read about it
earlier in Matthew and elsewhere about our
responsibilities to the brethren right now.
Let’s share a little heart-to-heart time at

this point. I will use myself as an example
so we may get  a better understanding of
what  I  am  talking  about.  I  hope  you  the
reader can see the difference.
I have made it plain what I feel about

those who  teach  that Christ was never a
God  Being.  That  is  a  deep  and  filthy

heresy that turns the listener from the plan
of salvation. Those who teach and preach
such abominable filth need to be publicly
warned and exposed. That is why I have
written about it at length in the past and
spent thousands of dollars of my money,
not  someone  else’s,  exposing  the  dark-
ness of it.
If you read those articles on the site, you

will certainly come away with the feeling
that  I  find  such  things  pure  vomit  and
exceedingly  evil whether  you  agree with
what I say or not. I warn brethren  to flee
that  doctrine  of  Satan with  all  the  speed
they  can. There  should  be  no  fellowship
with one who promotes  a one god being
doctrine,  for  it  is  full of  incest  and  com-
mandment breaking in its very nature as is
explained in the article; the one-god being
doctrine  is  a  perverted  doctrine  about  a
false christ.
On the other hand, I write or have writ-

ten extensively about the Calendar of God,
specifically  why  I  follow  the Abib/New
Moon  Calendar  and  not  the  Rabbinical
Calendar. I do not use this understanding to
separate myself from those who do differ-
ently. I do not demand others do the same.
Why? Because  that  is a personal deci-

sion  in my growing  in grace  and knowl-
edge of my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The other is I used to keep what they keep
and was still blessed in my life in Christ as
I understood at  the  time. In fact,  in many
ways  I was blessed beyond measure  then
and now.
People have asked me why I even keep

feast days with brethren on the Rabbinical
Calendar  days  not  the  same  as  the
Abib/New Moon days. The answer is very
simple;  I  love  them  dearly  and  want  to
share time in fellowship with them for they
are called of  the Father. He has made us
brothers and sisters.
We  share  almost  everything  else  in

common,  or  being  of  the  same  mind.
They or I are not so weak in our faith that
we are intimidated by each other in such
things. We do not try to convert each other
to our way of thinking on the few differ-
ences we hold.
If asked  to give a defense for  the hope

which is in us, we for the most part can all
do it without anger, envy, or any bickering
at all. That, my dear brethren, is maturity in
the  faith.  But  declaring  such  things  as
Christ not being the God Being of the First
Covenant  scriptures  and  the  husband  of
Israel who  laid down His  life  so  that  the
number of His bride  could be  completed
and  then  forgiven her sins  is such a deep
and dirty heresy I want to expose it for all
it is. It is a plan-of-salvation changer! It is
a  lie so deeply diabolical  that  it separates
one who believes  it  from both  the Father
and the Son so that they become a spiritual
widow and fatherless child or worst.
I feel sorry for  those who do not see a

difference in such things. They are usually
full of  the FFTs, which  is  a  false  love.  I
think  I have written often  that  to get my
spiritual  bearings  I  often  turn  to  the  de-
scription  of  the  seven  churches  of Reve-
lation  and  the  letters  to  the  Corinthians.
Have you ever counted  the different doc-

People have asked me why I spend time on
Rabbinical Calendar feast days with brethren.

Simple! The Father has made us brothers and sisters
and we share almost everything else in common.
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trines  and practices housed  in  the Corin-
thian Church? Please do so some time and
then  identify  which  ones  Paul  corrected
them  on  vigorously  and  the  ones  he  did
not. It can and will be a real eye opener if
you have not done so in the past.
For instance, there were some in Corinth

who  held  the  belief  that  the  resurrection
was over. Paul went on  to explain  to  the
church  the  folly of  such  thinking, but he
did not command the brethren to separate
from those who thought this.
Paul  addressed  the  same  type  of  con-

fused thinking and actions contrary to the
Second  Covenant  Passover.  Some  were
keeping a seder repackaged as “The Lord’s
Supper” which Paul so clearly explains. He
did not  in any way  suggest  they  separate
because of this but that they should change
their ways.
Another simple one is women and head

coverings  in  services.  He  addressed  this
from several perspectives and then summed
it all up as follows in.
1  Corinthians  11:16: “But  if  anyone

seems  to  be  contentious  (because  of  that
silly  teaching) we  have  no  such  custom,
nor do the churches of God.”
For all  the different  teachings  they had

as a church he replies as follows.
Verses 18-19: “For first of all, when you

come together as a church, I hear there are
divisions among you, and in part I believe
it. For  there must also be  factions among
you, that those who are approved may be
recognized (made manifest) among you.”
Yes, there is a purpose for it. He didn’t

command them to separate because of such
things because they had not been elevated
to the status of sin. They were looked upon
as different knowledge, however unfound-
ed it was biblically speaking.
The arrogance of many today would be

to split immediately over such things. We
are not  talking about  filthy heresies here.
We are talking about people who are at dif-
ferent levels of understanding and who are
in  some  cases  falling  to  some persuasive
cajoling of others.
It reminds me of old wives’ tales, as the

saying  goes.  Paul  certainly  addressed  a
filthy sinful activity much different, didn’t
he, when  it came  to  the sexual  immorality
of one of their members? That same action
covers a damnable heresy that contains such
filth. Once  again  that  is why  I  treat  such
doctrines as the one-god doctrine as I do.
We  can  also  look  at  the  actions  con-

tained in the seven churches of Revelation.
To say they housed diverse doctrines is an
understatement. But which ones did Christ
emphasize  as  darkness  being  exposed
which pleased Him? He commended some
of their actions and rebuked others.
A quick example in Revelation 2:2: “I

know  your  works,  your  labor,  your  pa-
tience, and that you cannot bear those who
are  evil. And  you  have  tested  those who
say they are apostles and are not, and have
found them to be liars.”
Now,  are we  to  suppose  they  did  this

under a bushel? Oh, no, it was clearly in the
open. Opposing  those who  claim  to have
been apostles is still a continuing action of
ours.  It  isn’t  conducted  behind  closed
doors.  These  brethren  were  bold  in  that
activity and were praised by Christ for it.
When we  read  through  the  prevailing

conditions in the seven churches, we see a
lot  of  praiseworthy  activities  and  a  lot
which are not. We are all to judge in such
matters  and  to  respond  and  act  as Christ
would have and Paul set a good example in
doing so.
We  are  not  only  to  house  boldness  in

Christ but we  are  also  expected  to use  it
from time to time regardless of what any-
one else thinks. He did that very thing and
so  did  the  apostles. Unfortunately, many
have been told they are not in a position to
do so and are  just dumb  little sheep who
need to be led along instead of developing
as a ram, a mature sheep, who is willing to
stand up for the brethren as well as for the
word of God.
We are all part of a greater family. We

will not all see things the same way now,

but we will when Christ  returns. But we
can  be  of  the  same mind  in Christ  as  to
what is important for salvation. That is the
free gift offered by God because we can’t
earn it, for Christ did that for us.
However, it will not be given if we are

disobedient  to  the  Father’s  household
rules. Do not be deceived in thinking oth-
erwise. What is not free to all is what we
have been called to at this time in the plan
of  salvation. Not only  is  it not  free,  it  is
offered to only a relatively small number in
the grand scheme of things.
We are called to qualify for the number

three  function  in  the  family  of  God  the
Father. That is not a shallow thing. It is an
awesome  undertaking  by  the Creators.  It
isn’t for everyone. You have been called to
that purpose. Satan is doing everything he
can to deceive you from that truth.
It is not based on a free gift premise as

salvation  is,  but  on  the  premise  of  right-
eous works, a calling with a reward. Do we
believe that? If so, what are we doing about
it that will convince the Father and the Son
we are willing to lay down our lives for our
fellow brethren?
If you think lying low now and waiting

for  the  right  time  is  the solution, you are
horribly mistaken.  I  often  read  Proverbs
31:10-31  to  see  exactly what my Savior/
Husband expects of me. It’s a lot of work
in serving the family in love. True working
love  is  based  on  the  commandments  of
God, not some satanic FFT version which
has captured  the minds of men devoid of
the spirit of God.

I am not afraid to judge in matters such
as these which we have discussed. We are
all commanded to do so. I use the patterns
in the Bible as my witnesses in doing that.
They are the precepts I follow to give me
insight and testimony into a particular sub-
ject or decision to be made.
There are many winds of doctrine blow-

ing around today. Some are unto death and
some are not. Some are innocent error and
confusion  and  some  are not. We need  to
judge between them as Paul instructed the
Corinthians  to  do.  However,  there  are
times  which  are  not  so  pleasantly  dealt
with.
Acts  20:29-30:  “For  I  know  this  that

after  my  departure  savage  wolves  will
come in among you, not sparing the flock.
Also from among yourselves men will rise
up, speaking perverse things to draw away
the disciples after themselves.”
My memory is still fresh as to the filthy

angels of  light who  rose up  in  the WCG
and did that very thing. It is still going on
today  in many  organizations  and  groups.
None of us—no, not one—should be seek-
ing a following or looking at the brethren
as  a meal  ticket. We  are  to be  following
Christ and no other.
We are to be making our own living so

that we can assist in supporting those in the
body with earthly things needed for one’s
well-being who  are not  capable  to do  so
due  to  injury or great age. That does not
mean  there  is not a need  for pastors who
can be supported by the church to conduct
pastoral  responsibilities.  I  am  not  one  of
them, for I am not a pastor.
Paul  warned  us  through  the  Thessa-

lonians  that a very strong delusion would
descend on the body because they did not
receive the love of the truth, that they may
be saved. We must not fall for the unrigh-
teous deception of a false christ regardless
of what shape or form it is presented to us
in.  That  happens  when  our  relationship
with our Savior/Husband  is weakened by
another being allowed  to step  in between
us and whisper falsehoods into our minds.
That is what happened to mother Eve.

It will not happen to the second Eve, and
thus the need for a qualifying process of
time to bear it out. We need to spend time
every day of our lives with our Husband
speaking  to us and us  speaking  to Him.
He  speaks  to us  in Scriptures and us  to
Him in prayer. That is what gives us the
strength to discern and judge in matters in
a Godly way.
We can expose darkness in many ways.

It  can  be  done  publicly  and  privately—
publicly when  it  involves an elder or one
who considers himself to be one regardless
of the sin they are committing or fostering
on the brethren in their sphere of influence.
1 Timothy 5:19-20: “Do not receive an

accusation  against  an  elder  except  from

two or three witnesses. Those who are sin-
ning rebuke in the presence of all, that the
rest also may fear.”
That is just one of many examples and

instructions we are to follow.
An example of privately is when talking

about one of the brethren as in James 5.
Verses  19-20:  “Brethren,  if  anyone

among  you  wanders  from  the  truth  and
someone turns him back, let him know that
he who turns a sinner from the error of his
way will save a soul from death and cover
a multitude of sins.”
In either case there is a boldness and real

humility  in Christ which needs  to be dis-
played. Thoughtful platitudes don’t cut  it,
and hiding under a bushel will bring a real
bad judgment upon the one doing so who
is capable of knowing better. The circum-
stances will determine the venue as being
public or private.
I have a deep concern for all the church-

es. Useless doctrines of the great ones are
continuing  to  separate  brethren. We  hear
the  fevered  pitches  growing:  I  am  of
United, I am of COGWA, I am of Living, I
am of Philadelphia, I am of Restored. Plug
in  any  name  you  wish,  for  there  are
undoubtedly many others, with more being
added all the time.
This type of useless mind control sep-

arates  brethren  from  Christ  and  builds
rivalries and contentions and, above all,
hatred  for others. Please  repeat  to your-
self over and over again: I am of Christ, I
am of Christ, and develop a one-on-one
relationship  with  Him. A result  of  that
will be  a deep  and  abiding  love  for  the
rest of His body wherever  they may be
found,  even  to  the  least  of  them  in  the
sight of the great ones.
Please remember we are not only being

offered  the  free  gift  of  salvation  which
does  have  conditions,  but we  are  also  at
this time called to function as the bride, the
mother,  in  the  household  of  the  Father.
That  is  a  very  detailed  loving  function
which will  be  recognizable  to  the Father
and our Savior/Husband by our actions, by
our works.
To make  that a  reality we must put on

the mind of Christ. To do that we need to
know Him intimately and do what He did
in boldness, in humility, in mercy, in love,
in  compassion,  and  in  laying  down  our
lives for  the called of  the Father. It  is not
just enough to be called, for we still need to
be chosen by Christ, and then remain faith-
ful to Him unto the end.
As Scripture declares  to us,  there  is no

other way  or means  to  salvation without
going  through  Jesus  the  Christ.  Satan
knows  this  and  is doing  everything he  is
allowed  to do  to present a  false Christ  to
this confused world. We have the responsi-
bility  to proclaim a gospel about  the  real
Jesus Christ. How  are you doing on  that
score personally?
Lots to think about, brethren. Do we in

fact  understand  who  and  what  the  real
Jesus Christ was, is, and will be—as a man
and  in His  fullness  and Glory?  Can we
identify the real Jesus Christ? Do we in fact
function as He did, does, and will?
Our peace we give to you.

—Brian Convery

We are not only being offered the free gift
of salvation, which does have conditions,

but also at this time we are called to
function as the bride, the mother.
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The Journal lists Feast sites for 2014
U.S. SITES
Arizona—Flagstaff: Church of

God Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, www.
churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800)
946-5545. Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, Wynn
Skelton (903) 736-5999.

California—Indian Wells: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Oceanside: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. Rocklin, CGWA
(Cogwa), Ken Giese, (916) 773-
7745 (fax). Squaw Valley:
Guardian Ministries, David Antion,
www. davidantion.com

Colorado—Glenwood Springs:
Christian Church of God Grand
Junction, Mark Dalgart, (866) 202-
0748, staff@ccofgod.org.
Steamboat Springs: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Florida—Clearwater: CGI and
Church of God In Miami, Bill
Watson (330) 225-0478, Church of
God in Miami (305) 752-5275.
Destin: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.
Fort Walton Beach: CGI and
Common Faith Network,
www.commonfaithnetwork.com.
Melbourne: Assembly of
Yahweh, observance date: Call for
details John Rhodes, (352) 509-
7115 or (352) 209-5335, Don
Trumble, (352) 687-8160.
Orlando: Continuing Church
of God, Bob Thiel, cogwriter@
aol.com. Panama City Beach:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org. Palm
Beach County: Florida Christian
Church of God, Neville Gilbert,
jancgil@aol.com, (561) 547-4952.
Palm Harbor: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org.

Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Hawaii—Lihue, Kauai: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Kentucky—Land Between The
Lakes: CGI, James Pollitte (606)
742-2222.

Maryland—Baltimore: First
Century Church of God, (443)
801-4697; admin@firstcentury
churchofgod.org or bevram-
wood@yahoo.com; www
.firstcenturychurchofgod.org.
Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Living Church of God,

www.lcg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Season of Our Joy, Tim
Kelley, www.season-of-our-joy.com
or www.sooj.org.

Montana—Bigfork: UCG
(restricted site), http://feast.
ucg.org.

New Jersey—Cape Liberty:
Church of God Downers Grove,
Feast of Tabernacles Cruise, Ken
Svehla mosaic2016@aol.com,
(630) 968-6169.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Oregon—Bend-Redmond:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org.

Pennsylvania—Tannersville:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org.

South Carolina—North Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.

Tennessee—Jackson: Hungry
Hearts Ministries, P.O. Box 10334,
Jackson, Tenn. 38308; hungry-
heartsmin@aol.com. Pigeon
Forge: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Sevierville: Great Lakes COG,
rricker@glcg.net, (906) 440-3414.
Sevierville: The Church of God
Worldwide Ministries, (865)
774-4600.

Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, www.chur-
chofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-
5545. Boerne: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org. New
Braunfels: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. San Antonio: COG San
Antonio and COG Outreach
Ministries, Julian Cruz, jcruz132@
satx.rr.com, (210) 333-7229.

Utah—Park City: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org.

Wisconsin—Wisconsin Dells:

Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Wisconsin Dells:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

CRUISE
Bermuda and Caribbean

cruise—Church of God Downers
Grove, departs Oct. 9 for a nine-
night sailing out of Cape Liberty,
N.J., to Bermuda, St. Maarten, San
Juan and Labadee; Amber
Warrington, (630) 373-4683,
marjoryamber1@yahoo.com.

NON-U.S. SITES
Australia—Merimbula, New

South Wales: UCG, Matthew
Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com,

+61-2-4388-3463. Rockingham,
Western Australia: UCG, Matt
Sieff, matt_sieff@ucg.org.au,
+61-2-4388-3463. St. Helens,
Tasmania: UCG, Paul Vaughn,
paulvaughan@ucg.org.au, +61-3-
9746-0151. Sunshine Coast,
Queensland: UCG, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ucg.org.au.

Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck
Smith, freeportfot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991.

Barbados—Christ Church: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.

Brazil—Roraima: UCG, Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@
ucg.org, (513) 907-9774.

Canada—Canmore, Alberta:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Kelowna, British Columbia:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Penticton, British Columbia:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Midland, Ontario:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org. Prince
Edward Island: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org. Collingwood,
Ontario: Canadian Church of
God and Churches of God

Outreach Ministries, Len Labunetz,
(416) 781-9215; www.canadi-
anchurchofgod.com. Ottawa-
Gatineau, Ontario: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Cypress Hills, Saskatchewan:
Living Church of God, www.
lcg.org.

Chile—Olmue: UCG, Jaime
Gallardo, jgallardocasas@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714)
533-9481.

Colombia—Cartagena: UCG,
Scott Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.
org, (704) 628-6383.

England—Great Malvern:

Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Paignton:
WCG/GCI, david.silcox@wcg.
org.uk. Torquay: UCG, see the
website at http://www.ucg.org.uk/
feastuk2014.html.

France—La Grande Motte: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org/site/
europe-france, Maryse Pebworth,
feastinfrance@gmail.com.

Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
see the Web site at www.vkg.
org/fot.php.

Guatemala—Panajachel: UCG,
Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

India—Jaipur: UCG, Ken Murray
aaaken@bigpond.com, +61-487-
408889.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, Carmelo
Anastasi, carmelo_anastasi@
feastinitaly.org.

Jamaica—Ocho Rios: CGI
Jamaica, Ian Boyne, P.O. Box 776,
Kingston 1, Jamaica, W.I.,
www.cgijamaica.org. Ocho Rios:
UCG, Chuck Smith, jamaicafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

Kenya—Nakuru, Ogembo and
Nyanza Province (three sites):

UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.
Ndhiwa: Continuing Church of
God, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com.

Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG,
Gracious Mpilangwe,
gracious_mpilangwe@ucg.org,
Victor Kubik, vic@kubik.org.

Malaysia—Penang: UCG, Don or
Dawn Goodger, d.goodger@
gotalk.net.au, (613) 9436-1359.

Mexico—Oaxtepec: Living Church
of God, www.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, Gabriel Garcia,
vallarta@iduai.org, Mario
Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

Nigeria—JABU Resort of
Arakeji of Ondo State: UGC,
Oludare Akinbo, oludare_
akinbo@ucg.org.

New Zealand—Nelson: UCG,
www.nelsonnz.com. Wellington:
Continuing Church of God, John
Hickey, john.h@vodafone.net.nz.

Philippines—Albuera, Leyte:
UCG, Jose Campos, campos_
jt@yahoo.com, +63-933-208-0625
or +63-998-496-9171. Baguio
City: UCG, Rey Evasco, rey.evas-
co@gmail.com, +63 (917) 814-
7826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati
City 1287, Philippines. Davao
City: UCG, Edmond Macaraeg,
ed_macaraeg@ucg.org, +63-82-
241-0150, PO Box 81840, DCCPO
8000 Davao City, Philippines.
Silay City: Continuing Church of
God, Oscar Mediavilla,
hansmediavilla@rocketmail.com.

Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG,
Chuck Smith, stluciafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

South Africa—Margate: UCG,
Roy Demont, roydemont@
gmail.com.

Spain—Majorca: WCG/GCI,
Pedro Rufián Mesa, iduespana@
yahoo.es.

Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@

ucg.org, (507) 377-8151.
Tanzania—Lake Victoria, near

Bunda: Continuing Church of
God, George Lemi,
lemigeorge@yahoo.com.

Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy
Institute, mail@legacyinstitute.org.

Trinidad & Tobago—Crown Point:
UCG, Chuck Smith, tobagofot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG,
Mike Mukarati, mikemuk@zol.co.zw.

T hese are the Feast of Taberna-
cles sites for 2014 THE JOURNAL
was aware of at press time. In-

formation for the listing comes from Web
sites and information sent directly to THE
JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other
JOURNAL readers.

Unless otherwise stated, each listing
show here represents an observance be-
ginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 8,
2014, and continuing through Thursday,
Oct. 16, 2014 (referred to as the Last
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day

in the various Churches of God).
This listing abbreviates Church of God

International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercon-
tinental Church of God (ICG), Tyler;
Living Church of God (LCG), Charlotte,
N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG),
Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United Church of
God an International Association (UCG),
Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); Church of God a
Worldwide Association (CGWA); and
Restored Church of God (RCG). Note that
some phone numbers refer to a church’s

headquarters in the United States rather
than a local Feast contact.

Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open at-
tendance policy; that is, visitors are wel-
come. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s under-
standing that some Church of God orga-
nizations allow Feastgoers to attend
with them only by special permission.
Therefore, if you wish to attend one of
those churches’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL
recommends you first contact the spon-
soring church or its representative.

How do you help your spouse cope
with such absurd rudeness from cer-
tain members of the family? What do
you say to the children?

These are questions I maybe can-
not answer, but I can give you point-
ers on how I have dealt with the situ-
ation.

I draw from my personal experi-
ence so that I can perhaps help others.
I have no desire for pity or personal
gain from this. I want those who are
suffering to know they are not the
only ones.

Furthermore, trials that come from
families are not only hard, but they
are a proving ground for those of us
striving to be true Christians.

We can learn from the good and
bad examples set by others and per-
haps teach our children, grandchil-
dren and fellow human beings how to
deal with issues big and small.

Let’s see the steps I have outlined

in dealing with adversity.
I have selected four because that is

the number of children my wife and I
share.

We are truly blessed with absolute-
ly fantastic children.

Recognize behavior
Recognize the behavior that is

causing the turmoil. This is key, be-
cause without figuring this out you
will not know what not to follow.

Watching and learning from the
bad can bring realization and help us,
after seeking God, to overcome and
not repeat the mistakes.

People who shine
Recognize those who shine with

love.
Without the good examples, it may

be difficult to understand just how
stark a difference there is between
strife-causing individuals and loving,
kind souls.

Watch people who are bright and
happy in your church group or at
work.

Interact with them, and sometimes
you can glean insight on how they
balance life’s issues.

Turn to God for help
Seek out the Creator. The one

who is our God should be spoken
with through prayer and supplica-
tions. He wants us to turn to Him for
help, even if it may seem petty. He
knows your thoughts, and He most
certainly knows your intentions.

David, whose intentions and actions
as king of Israel were highly irregular
and violated God’s law, turned to God
in intense and heartfelt prayer.

He knew his mind was carnal, and
he constantly battled to be good.

However, this meant he had to

willingly turn to God for help and
forgiveness. Make sure you are fol-
lowing this and other examples of
good servants laid forth in the Bible.

Sow encouragement
Help others. Your children, your

brothers, your sisters and more may
be suffering from an issue that you
have successfully come out of.

Help those people when they turn
to you. Don’t force your opinions and
ideas. Sow soft words and encour-
agement so they may grow too.

God wants to forgive
These steps may or may not help

you, but perhaps they can get your
noodle, or someone else’s, working.

I do not believe I am a shining ex-
ample of a Christian, nor do I get
through life without sin. I am full of
faults, but I believe in the great God’s
words that we are forgiven when we
ask. Thanks for reading!

We can learn from the good and bad examples set by others
and perhaps teach our children, grandchildren and fellow

human beings how to deal with issues big and small.

Trials that come from families are not just hard; they’re a test
Continued from page 3
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KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—The
Church of God Knoxville has
managed to keep its doors

open in spite of the sudden death of
its sole elder and overseer, Dr. Bruce
E. Horne.

“I feel lost,” explained Dr. Horne’s
widow, Janet Grant Horne. “But the
only thing I know to do is carry on.”

Unexpected death
Dr. Horne’s May 22, 2014, death

understandably left the newly orga-
nized congregation in a disturbed state
of confusion and uncertainty. Church
services for the May 24 Sabbath were
canceled, and the church’s Web site
announced that the congregation had
indefinitely if not permanently dis-
pensed with its weekly gatherings.

After further consideration and
prayer, the brethren of the small
group braced themselves and re-
sumed Sabbath ser-
vices on May 31.

Without  a  l ive
speaker, the congrega-
tion replayed the ser-
mon Dr. Horne gave
at its inaugural serv-
ice, titled “I Will
Build My Church,” in which the pas-
tor made a plea to the congregation to
reach out to people “right here in our
community,”

The following weekend, Shep-
herd’s Voice magazine writer and itin-
erant Church of God speaker Edward
Malone of San Augustine, Texas, vis-
ited Knoxville and conducted servic-
es and delivered sermons on the

weekly Sabbath and the Day of
Pentecost (June 7-8).

On Saturday afternoon Mr. Ma-
lone, a friend and colleague of Dr.
Horne, gave a sermon titled “Is Jesus
Worth the Hassle?” in which he criti-
cized appeasers within the
Churches of God who do
not believe that defending
Jesus’ “lordship” is “worth
the hassle” and encour-
aged his audience always
to acknowledge Jesus, even
in the face of criticism and
resistance.

On Pentecost Mr. Ma-
lone delivered a sermon,
“Two Important Sun-
days,” in which he con-
tended that the Day of Pentecost and
the “morrow after the Sabbath” that
begins the 50-day count to Pentecost
walk hand in hand.

Mr. Malone said the “presentment”
of a resurrected and “faultless” Christ
to His Father on the first day makes
possible the “presentment of the
saints” as “faultless” before God pos-
sible on the 50th day.

During announcements Mr. Ma-
lone said that he would visit Knox-
ville as often as time and financial
resources permitted but encouraged

members within the Knoxville group’s
own ranks to give discourses and con-
duct Bible studies.

Procuring preachers
He announced that he would help

procure preachers to travel
to Knoxville to service the
congregation

Before he returned to
Texas, Mr. Malone, at the
request of the congregation,
prerecorded two sermons to
be played at future Sabbath
services and posted on the
church’s Web site.

On the next Sabbath,
June 14, Church of God
Knoxville congregant Bill

Sweat spoke.
“He did a very good job,” Mrs.

Horne said. “We were blessed by
his message,” and it “should be on the

Web site soon.”
As this story goes

to press, Wynn Skel-
ton of White Oak,
Texas, an elder of the
Church of God Inter-
national, has made
tentative plans to

visit the Church of God Knoxville on
Sept. 6, and Dave Havir of the
Church of God Big Sandy has ex-
pressed interest in visiting there in the
near future.

For more information about the
Church of God Knoxville or to view
its speakers’ sermons, you may visit a
temporary Web site, ourevillage.
com/cogkt/.
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Synchronized chronology
SAPULPA, Okla.—Former

WCG member Wayne Simpson
has a second edition of The
Authentic Annals of the Early

Hebrews
available.

“It has
been greatly
expanded
and now
occupies two
volumes,” Mr.
Simpson
said.

Also avail-
able is Noah:
Founder of
Civilizations.

“That one has been out a
couple of years now. I have also
released it in the Spanish
language.”

Mr. Simpson is working on
another book to be called A
New System of Synchronized
Chronology.

“It will be based on the
chronological data from my first
two books as well as official
Hebrew chronology and events
from Otesias, Eusebius and
Augustine, encompassing sever-
al ancient nations.”

Still another book in the works
is Abraham: The Life, Legend
and Legacy.

For more information write Mr.
Simpson at insiteone@aol.com
or 629 Lexington Rd., Sapulpa,
Okla. 74066, U.S.A. Or see his
Web site at jasher.com.

Standing watch
SAN DIEGO, Calif.—The

Church of the Eternal God has
posted a video on YouTube
called The Real Herbert W.
Armstrong. See the link at
standingwatch.org, one of the
church’s Web sites.

“The Church of the Eternal
God and its corporate worldwide
affiliates teach as major doc-
trines those which were taught
by Herbert W. Armstrong, as
derived from the Bible,” states a
press release from the church. It
continues:

“Much has been written and
said about Herbert Armstrong,
but very little resembles the
truth. In this program we present
to you the real Herbert Arm-
strong and explain the end-time
commission and purpose of
God’s true Church.”

The church is also offering
a free booklet, Authority of the
Bible.

Videos the site offers include
Do the Dead Work Miracles?, Do
Earthquakes Wake You Up?, Is
Christ the End of the Law?,
Ukraine in Prophecy, All Wrong:
Evolution, Creationism and
Intelligent Design! and Scientific
Nonsense: Do You Believe It?

Prophecy cards
OCEANSIDE, Calif.—Brian

Harris offers a “public outreach”
called The United States and
Britain in Prophecy Outreach
Program to provide free mate-
rials for “those who feel it
necessary to begin a warning

in their home town or city.”
For free cards to distribute,

write Mr. Harris at P.O. Box
4877, Oceanside, Calif.
90252, or visit his Web site,
us-britishfuture.com.

Sabbath at home
BASINGSTOKE, England—

Churches of God Outreach
Ministries provides a service for
people who would like to attend
Sabbath services in their home
areas but don’t know where a
service is scheduled.

The following CGOM associ-
ate ministries offer live streaming
of their regular Sabbath service
on the Internet:

Tulsa (Okla.) Church of
God, 1 p.m. U.S. central time,
tulsachurchofgod.net.

Sabbath Day Church of
God, Hot Springs, Ark., 11 a.m.
U.S. central time, sdcog.org.

Believers in Christ Church
of God, bicog.org.

Church of God New Mexico,
cognm.org.

Subscribe to CGOM’s New
Horizons magazine by writing
cgom.org or coguk@aol.com.

Turn problems into power
KINGSTON, Jamaica—A

member of the Church of God
International in Jamaica
announced the availability of a

book he
wrote, From
Problems to
Power.

Glenford
Smith, who
has written
articles for
THE JOURNAL
as well, said
his book is
about over-

coming obstacles and taking
advantage of opportunities.

Some of his readers, he said,
have called his book “the self-
help bible.”

Learn what explanatory style,
creative visualization and mas-
sive action are by reading Mr.
Smith’s book.

The volume is available from
Jam-I-Can Press for $25. To
order or for more information
write Mr. Smith at glenford@
problemstopower.com. Or phone
him at (876) 508-7460.

Nomads’ land
PORT HEDLAND, Australia—

Founders Gerald and Lynne
Kirby of the Ozwitness Web site
have become what is called in
Australia “grey nomads.”

“Circumnavigating Australia by
road has almost become a right
of passage for Australian
retirees,” Mr. Kirby said.

Mr. and Mrs. Kirby plan to
spend as long as it takes to visit
most parts of Australia.

They would like to meet up
with Church of God members
along the way for fellowship.

They invite contact via E-mail
at oakleaf@hotmail.com.au.

Their Web site, ozwitness.net,
updates their current geographi-
cal position twice weekly.

Dr. Horne’s death on May 22 left
the newly organized congregation

in a state of uncertainty.
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BRICKET WOOD REUNION—A reunion of former students and
other personnel of Ambassador College, Bricket Wood, England,
happened June 21, 2014, in Watford, England. Above photo: Mem-
bers of the organization committee stand for a photo. From left:
Richard Forkun, Annette (Weatherly) Forkun, Jill (Smith) Berg, Linda
(Moll) Smith, Tricia (Patricia Kingsmore) Hayward, Colin Lauchlan
and Ken Murray. Not shown: Bob Howell. Left photo: Reunion visi-
tors cluster in front of Memorial Hall on the former Ambassador
College campus. The tall man in a white shirt in the foreground is
David Silcox of St. Albans, England. At far right is Mr. Silcox’s wife,
Nancy. See the article and more photos on pages 1, 4 and 5 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photos by Steve Pearcy and Linda Moll Smith]


