
The writer is an itinerant speaker
for the Chicagoland Church of God,
Canadian Church of God and other
Sabbath-keeping churches as well as
as former news writer and opinion
columnist for The Stanford Review.

By Edward Malone

Christian Biblical Church of
God overseer Frederick R.
“Fred” Coulter, during an April

5, 2014, visit with congregants in Pa-
sadena, Calif., denounced TH E JOUR-
NAL as a newspaper that introduces here-
sies to the faithful.

“I’m going to cover some things
out of this latest THE JOURNAL:
NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD,”
said Mr. Coulter, 79, during his
sermon titled “Passover Questions
and John 17.”

Trying to be faithful
While speaking, he waved a copy

of the newspaper published by Dixon
and Linda Cartwright of Big Sandy,
Texas, before his audience.

“I think he [Mr. Cartwright] needs
to retitle it Heresies to Deceive Those
Who Are Trying to Be Faithful.”

Moments later Mr. Coulter made
another reference to THE JOURNAL.

“Where does Sa-
tan like to get the
leaven first, if he
can?” he asked in
his sermon, which
followed a sermon-
ette by Guilebaldo
Elizondo about
the leaven of the
Pharisees.

“ W i t h i n  t h e
Churches of God.
So why not send it
out in THE JOUR-
NAL? It’s filled with all kinds of here-
sies and things.”

In particular, Mr. Coulter was tak-
ing issue with three articles appearing
in issue No. 159, dated Feb. 28, 2014.

Two were written by Daniel Botha
of Rockwall, Texas, titled “To Kill a
Lamb Takes Time, Therefore 14th

Passover Impossible” and “How Im-
portant Is it Really?”

The third was a paid advertisement
in that same issue by an anonymous
writer representing the Internet-based

ministry Reconciliation
Group (reconciliation-
group.org).

Forget the calendar?
The text in the adver-

tisement was titled “For-
get the Calendar . . . Let’s
Talk About God’s Feasts.”

Mr. Coulter, who relies
on the calculated Jewish
calendar to help him de-
termine when to observe

the annual feast days that most mem-
bers of the Churches of God observe,
ridiculed the assertion in the Recon-
ciliation Group advertisement that
“God never gave Israel a calendar.”

“Forget the calendar, let’s talk
about God’s feasts?” Mr. Coulter con-
tinued. “How can you forget the cal-
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This article about Harry Sneider,
who died May 9, 2014, is updated
and reprinted from issue No. 131 of
THE JOURNAL, dated Aug. 31, 2008.

By Darlene Warren

Every now and then THE JOUR-
NAL comes across a story that
is too inspirational to over-

look.
Many of you are already ac-

quainted with Harry Sneider, who
was employed by Ambassador Col-
lege on the Pasadena campus for 23
years as head of the weight-lifting
area of the physical-fitness depart-
ment. But you may not know how
he came to be there.

THE JOURNAL spoke with Mr.
Sneider in 2008 about his life, in-
cluding the interesting events that
led up to his employment with AC.

Harry Sneider was born in 1941
in Riga, Latvia, but when the Rus-
sians arrived in 1944 he and his fam-
ily escaped into Poland, then into
Czechoslovakia and later Germany.

In Germany he contracted osteo-
myelitis in his leg and almost died in
1947 at age 6.

“Basically I became handicapped
for the rest of my life because the
German doctors didn’t understand
that the disease required penicillin to
stop it,” he said.

“My parents, who were pretty
religious, decided against amputa-

tion, and instead the doctors put my
leg in a cast, and the bone basically
grew together at the hip, and the
ball-socket joint was completely
ruined.”

In 1949 the Sneiders came to the
United States and settled in Minne-
apolis, Minn.

How a disability can lead
to the career of a lifetime

Minister Fred Coulter criticizes The Journal
in videos available on his church’s Web site

THE JOURNAL lists contact in-
formation, locations and
dates of Feast of Taber-

nacles observances for 2014 in this
issue on page 16.

If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.

It is best to include all nine days
in the date.

For example, many observanc-
es this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

The Journal’s
Feast listing
in this issue

HARRY AND BOBBY—Harry Sneider, who died May 9, 2014, visits with chess
champion Bobby Fischer (right) in Mr. Sneider’s home in Pasadena, Calif., in the
1970s. Mr. Fischer is wearing a hat that belonged to one of Mr. Sneider’s children. Mr.
Sneider was a weight-lifting and body-building trainer for Mr. Fischer and several
other famous people over the years in Pasadena. See page 4 for a photo of Mr.
Sneider and California governor Arnold Schwarzenegger, another of his trainees in
the 1970s. Read the article beginning on this page for more about Harry Sneider’s life
on the Pasadena campus of Ambassador College. [Photo by John F. Sneider]

By Dixon Cartwright

As reported by Milan Bizic and
Mitchell Moss in the May-June
2014 issue of United News, el-

ders of the United Church of God met
and collectively made decisions at their
2014 general conference in Cincin-
nati, Ohio, May 3-4.

The article stated that the 2014 meet-
ings, in a hall in a Holiday Inn, were the
20th general conference of elders (a
meeting of 289 people, including wives),
but THE JOURNAL begs to differ with that
statistic.

Beginning with the organizational
conference in 1995 and including the
special conference after the major split
of 2010-11 that spun off the Church of
God a Worldwide Association, there have
been 21 general elders’ conferences of
the United Church of God an Interna-
tional Association.

Four council seats
According to the church’s member

newsletter the elders voted to approve
the yearly budget (of $16.4 million), its
strategic (long-range) plan, its operation
(fiscal 2014-15) plan and the proposed
(minor procedural) revisions to the con-
stitution. They also decided who would
sit on four seats of the council of elders.

Aaron Dean is back
Three of the four seats up for election

or reelection on the 12-man council re-
main the same after the conference:
those occupied by Robin Webber,
Donald Ward and Bill Bradford.

One changed: Aaron Dean (a former
council member) took the seat previ-

ously held by Darris McNeely.
Here is a list of the 12 council mem-

bers: Carmelo Anastasi, Scott Ashley,
Bill Bradford, Roc Corbett, Aaron Dean,
John Elliott, Mark Mickelson, Rainer
Salomaa, Mario Seiglie, Rex Sexton,
Donald Ward and Robin Webber.

8,000 Feast attendance
The article didn’t mention member-

ship figures for the church but did report
that attendance of the late festivals in
2013 and the early ones in 2014 was
“over 8,000” on each high day.

Deceased elders and wives
The conference included a tribute to

elders and wives who died in 2013 and
2014: Polly Graham of Noblesville,
Ind. (wife of Kenneth Graham Sr., who
died in 2002); Pete McNair of Oakdale,
Minn.; Mary Ruth Mischnick of Jones-
boro, Ark. (wife of Al Mischnick);
James Neff of Texarkana, Texas; John
Ross Schroeder of Watford, England;
Jack Sturgis of Kalispell, Mont.; Cathy
Taylor of Marianna, Fla. (wife of Larry
Taylor); Stella White of Spokane,
Wash. (wife of Valden White, who died
in 1997); Thea Williams of Fair Oaks,
Calif. (wife of Hal Williams, who died
in 2010); and Joseph Young of Los
Angeles, Calif.

Church president Victor Kubik made
a presentation that expanded on the
theme of the conference, “Creating an
Environment for Growth.”

For more information about the
UCG, headquartered in the Cincinnati
suburb of Milford, see ucg.org. Or write
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio
45254, U.S.A.

UCG elders get together as
a group 21 times in 19 years

See MR. COULTER SAYS, page 22

Robert Coulter book a window on our history
The writer is a former longtime

Worldwide Church of God member
who as a member of the Church of
God (Seventh Day) congregation in
Farmville, N.C., got to know Robert
Coulter personally when he was a
CG7 district leader. Reach the writer
at howeobermeit@gmail.com.

By Horst Obermeit

KENLY, N.C.—Anyone who
takes an interest in Church of
God history has available an

excellent addition to read and use as
a valuable resource for studying the
churches’ historical and theological
development.

The Journey: A History of the

Church of God (Seventh Day) by
Robert Coulter is available from the
CG7’s Web-site bookstore at cog7.org.

Robert Coulter, 83,  has been asso-
ciated with the
Church of God
(Seventh Day)
(or  CG7) for
more than 75
years and served
in its ministry
for 58 years.

He served as
chairman of the
board of  the
General Con-
ference, based

in Denver, Colo., and president of the

church for 24 years. His extensive
research into church history led to his
being recognized as the church’s pre-
eminent historian.

Getting the facts
Mr. Coulter’s factual reporting

from the church’s Colorado archives
gives a much better understanding of
the history behind the beginning of
the Radio Church of God (which was
renamed the Worldwide Church of
God in 1968 and Grace Communion
International in 2009).

The RCG/WCG/GCI began with
Herbert W. Armstrong’s membership
and ministry in the CG7. Mr. Coulter

Horst Obermeit

See CG7 DENVER REJECTS, page 17
See WCG’S FORMER TRAINER, page 4

Fred Coulter
Harry Sneider dies

ARCADIA, Calif.—World-class train-
er of athletes and former Ambassa-
dor College faculty member Harry
Sneider died May 9, 2014.

Mr. Sneider, 73, was a world-
champion powerlifter, bench-press-
ing 451 pounds at age 61.

“But even more he was a cham-
pion person!” his wife, Sarah, wrote.
“So thankful he will live on in our
children and grandchildren. He fought
the fight, kept the faith, and there is
a crown laid up for him.

“I look forward to seeing him
again and spending eternity with
him!”

See Mr. Sneider’s obituary on
page 5 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
See photos of Mr. Sneider on pages
1, 4 and 5 of this issue.

Mrs. Sneider receives mail at 115
Loralyn Dr., Arcadia, Calif. 91006,
U.S.A.
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A Christian nation

In THE JOURNAL OF April 30, 2014,
Phil Haynes makes an unwarranted
leap of logic, proclaiming in his

conclusion: “Our nation was [not] built
on Christian principles.”

Phil’s article addresses the issue:
“Was our country’s [federal] govern-
ment founded on ‘Christian princi-
ples’?”

Phil read two books on the Consti-
tution. He gives neither documenta-
tion nor discussion that our nation was
not built on Christian principles.

Phil’s Perception No. 9: “As to reli-
gious qualification, the separation of
church and state had already been well
established in America.” Phil shows a
lack of understanding on this topic.

Many states had religious qualifica-
tions to be in government office. The
Bible, as well as Christian doctrines,
were taught in the public schools.
Christian prayer was common in pub-
lic activities.

(A basis for our public schools was
the teaching of children to read, spe-
cifically to read the Bible. Our Repub-
lic, to survive, requires moral and reli-
gious citizens.)

Perception No. 10: Phil considers
the reference to Sunday, Article 1, Sec-
tion 7, not to be a “consequential ref-
erence to the Ten Commandments.”

I suggest Phil read The United
States: A Christian Nation by Su-
preme Court Justice David Brewer,
who delivered the court opinion in
Church of the Holy Trinity vs. United
States in 1892.

Ron Masek
Strongsville, Ohio

rmasek@compbenllc.com

Christianity and the Constitution
The topic of the article in the April

30, 2014, JOURNAL by Phil Haynes on
the U.S.A. and the Constitution and

whether they were based on Christian
principles needs far more discussion.

The misunderstanding of our found-
ing generation and original purpose of
the Constitution and Bill of Rights is
why we are in such a pathetic slave
condition as a people.

Lack of knowledge of our own his-
tory and personal status dooms us to
continuing oppression and godlessness
by our “servant” government. It would
take volumes of JOURNAL articles to
dispel the many errors as presented.

I encourage everyone having the
least bit of interest in how God was very
involved with the founding of this Re-
public to research this for themselves
and to learn (or remember) exactly who
is the boss in this Republic (not the gov-
ernment) and act accordingly:

“That to ‘secure’ [not provide] these
rights, Governments are instituted
among Men, ‘deriving their just pow-
ers from the consent of the governed
. . .” (from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence).

For the first time since King Saul,
God took away a king over us and
placed us in charge, as sovereigns
under Him.

“. . . At the Revolution, the sover-
eignty devolved on the people; and
they are truly the sovereigns of the
country, but they are sovereigns with-

out subjects . . . with none to govern
but themselves; the citizens of Amer-
ica are equal as fellow citizens, and as
joint tenants in the sovereignty”
(Chisholm vs. Georgia [U.S.]).

Feel like a sovereign in this sys-
tem? You can be one if you simply act.

Here is a list of resource materials to
begin with to learn about this Republic
and our responsibilities within it. God
is involved, but most of us aren’t:

(1) The 5000 year Leap: Principles
of Freedom 101 by W. Cleon Skou-
sen; (2) Libertyzone.org; (3) Founda-
tionfortruthinlaw.org; (4) Nccs.org;
(5) Nationallibertyalliance.org.

Jeff Maehr
Pagosa Springs, Colo.

LibertyZone.org

An occupying force takes its time
Regarding Daniel Botha’s essay in

issue No. 159, Feb. 28, 2014, con-
cerning the Last Supper and Passover:

Christ was arrested after His Last
Supper, taken first to Annas, then to
Caiaphas, receiving His first beating.

When morning came, all the chief
priests and elders met.

He was then brought to Pilate the
first time, then faced Herod, who treat-
ed Him with contempt. He appeared

before Pilate the second time at noon
(the 6th hour) (John 19:14) and
received a scourging. They found “no
fault in Him.” He was brought before:

The chief priests, elders and all
the council (Matthew 26:59-60).

Pilate (Matthew 27:24; Luke
23:14; John 18:38; 19:4-6).

Herod (Luke 23:15).
Also, remember Isaiah 53:8: The

“Man of sorrows” was “taken from
prison and from judgment.”

How can all this happen in a few
hours during the night?

If you ever lived under an evil oc-
cupying force, you realize do not get
them out in the middle of the night to
do your bidding.

Henk and Gina Vander Geest
Nanoose Bay, B.C., Canada

Elijah typology doesn’t fit
I enjoyed the interview with Don

Billingsley [in issue No. 160, dated
March 31, 2013] and respect his life-
long service.

However, I do not agree with his
belief that Herbert Armstrong was the
Elijah to come.

Mr. Armstrong was a talented and
energetic man, and, like many others,
I appreciate his advertising biblical
truths.

But he does not fit the typology of

the Elijah, and he did not
come in the spirit and

power of the Elijah.
Elijah and those

who follow in his
footsteps like John
the Baptist are pre-

sented in the Bible as
coming out of the wilder-

ness, uninterested in com-
forts, and physically pow-
erful.

Jesus refers to this in
(Matthew 11:1-19) and
mocks those like Herod
who lived in luxury.

The two witnesses who are of this
class of prophets and who are prophe-
sied to take a stand in Jerusalem are
also clearly not pacifistic.

After all, fire comes out of the
mouths of the two witnesses to kill
their enemies! (Revelation 11:5).

Mr. Armstrong, on the other hand,
like many of the men around him, was
physically weak and known for his
lifelong self-indulgence and greed.

Mr. Armstrong is therefore the an-
tithesis of a servant of God who
would come in the spirit and power
of Elijah.

Dr. Richard F. Griffiths
Elgin, Texas

Make love a feast
Even though I have not read every

issue of THE JOURNAL, I have never
failed to receive spiritual edification
from the issues I have read.

In issue No. 160 (March 31, 2014)
the subject of love was addressed in
articles by Dave Havir and Carl Akins.

Mr. Akins’ “Have You Wondered
What It’s All About? It’s About Love”
is superb. It is an article that all of us
should read and heed.

I am a 71-year-old man with Parkin-
son’s disease who has been a church

member since Aug. 25, 1979 (my wife
is a survivor of breast cancer).

As such, I was shaken by Mr. Akins’
essay, which made me realize that
even with my spiritual knowledge I
have had and still do have at times an
arrogant attitude toward God.

I have asked countless times since
my diagnosis in the summer of 2008,
“Why me, Lord?”

Parkinson’s is no picnic. While I
am only mildly affected at this time, I
know the disease will progress. Each
day I am able to function I thank the
good Lord for His special gift, and
that gift is love.

Mr. Akins quoted 1 John 4:8. In the
NKJV it reads: “He who does not love
does not love God, for God is love.”

The verb is agape, which is the
highest form of love. Agape is “a love
feast.”

We should make love a feast and
enjoy it just as much as we do on the
feast days.

I wish Carl the best and hope the
Lord will be merciful and heal his
stage-4 prostate cancer.

Tommy West
Wake Forest, N.C.

Mr. Etheridge’s credit
First of all, greetings to Bob Ethe-

ridge, a former deacon of the Victoria

congregation (which my family attend-
ed 1985-1996), with whom I have not
had correspondence since shortly after
being called back to the Truth in 2011.

[See Mr. Etheridge’s letter, headed
“The COGs’ 82 Calendars,” in issue
No. 161, dated April 30, 2014.]

I feel it necessary to point out that
during the period 2007-2010 both Mr.
Etheridge and I were involved in “ex-
WCG” areas of the Internet.

Mr. Etheridge was part of a cadre
of professing Christians who have
turned, or turned back, in the case of
those of Mr. Etheridge’s generation,
to the ways of this world, who spend
considerable time proselytizing ex-
members of the Church to that end
(Matthew 23:15).

To Mr. Etheridge’s credit he always
proselytized openly, at least never
made any secret of the fact that he was
a believer in the religion of the god of
this world and he had few issues inter-
acting with ex-members of the Church
in that capacity.

(He often piggybacked on the more
strident of the proselytizers’ posts,
however.)

This was not the case for several
others, who took (and take) great
pains to hide their denominational af-
filiations, even omitting or openly
denying they are hirelings themselves.

They will stop at nothing to “con-
vert” the faithful away from the godly
way of life, towards worshiping their
foreign gods and bowing before their
pagan Trinitarian idols.

Professing Christians, in my direct
experience, have always prevaricated,
cheated, deceived, manipulated and at-
tempted to destroy lives every chance
they “get” in order to “win souls” in
their hypocritical quest to make chil-
dren of hell who are worse than them-
selves (again, Matthew 23:15).

I have yet to encounter a professing
Christian who has not borne these bad
fruits, either in or out of the Church.

So I would respectfully ask Mr.
Etheridge to consider taking the beam
out of his own eye before commenting
upon the (self-acknowledged) speck
in mine.

I will be the first one to say that the
Church had its flaws, and was wrong
on some points. At least we were hon-
est about our beliefs, and those of us
truly called and converted made (as I
continue to make, through God’s grace
and help) an effort not to be hypocrites
about same.

Velvet Delorey
Corner Brook, Nfld., Canada

Ray Wooten remembered
I was extremely saddened by the

death of Brother Ray Wooten. [See
“Ray Wooten Remembered as Con-
gregationalist in the Midst of a Church
Culture of Hierarchies,” issue No. 159,
dated Feb. 28, 2014.]

I was close to him and Peggy, also
to Becca and Carol, daughters. I didn’t
get to attend the funeral, so I ordered
the expensive peace lily. Peggy really
liked it.

As a result of Ray’s death, I may
not have a Feast site to attend. Florida
was expensive last year.

Larry Graff
House Springs, Mo.

Love lost
The recent writings in THE JOURNAL

by Dave Havir, Carl Akins and Wade
Fransson seem to me to have been the
result of in-depth soul and heart
searching.

The limits and restraints our convic-
tions put on our affectionate reaching
out to others is something we all have
to deal with physically and spiritually.

I greatly appreciated their courage to
comment on a subject—love—that is
too often lost in the religious confusion.

Some professing Christians consid-
er the depth of their love unquestion-
able, superstitiously refusing to con-
sider that their affections for God, and
others, might be lacking.

When we part from a situation that
we find is not fulfilling John 34-35 in
our lives, it is a perfect time for us to
concentrate on having ahab love (see
Genesis 27) in all our relationships:

“Cook some of that tasty food that
I love so much and bring it to me”
(Genesis 27:4, CEV).

The word used for “love” here (ahab)
is the same as to love God in the Old
Testament.

Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

Letters from our readers

Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE

CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 is-
sues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscrip-
tions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $55 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.

To subscribe, renew or order a gift sub-
scription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zea-
land or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

mail to one of these addresses (when
ordering from the U.S. address, please
remit in U.S. funds):

THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
org. (See subscription prices above.)

THE JOURNAL, c/o Lewis McCann, 24
Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £18 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.

Canadian subscribers: Please sub-
scribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL

Please let THE JOURNAL
know when you move
Please notify THE JOURNAL before you move
or change your mailing address. Send
your old and new addresses to Change of
Address, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A., or to the appropriate ad-
dress listed in the box at the top of this
page. Or you may fax 1-888-488-6603 or
E-mail info@thejournal.org or leave a
voice message at 1-866-949-7294 to
report your address change.

TheJournal
News of the Churches of God

P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755

THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD is pub-
lished by JMC Associates. 
POSTMASTER: Send change-of-address no-
tices to THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755.
SUBSCRIPTIONS: U.S.: $15 for six issues; $28
for 12 issues; $49 for 24 issues. Outside
U.S., mailed from Big Sandy: $17 for six
issues; $30 for 12 issues; $55 for 24 issues.
THE JOURNAL is an independent publication
not affiliated with any church organization.
Printed in U.S.A. © 2014 JMC Associates.
All rights reserved. No part of this publica-
tion may be reproduced or transmitted in
any form or by any means, electronic or
mechanical, including photocopying, record-
ing or any other information-storage-and-
retrieval system without the written permis-
sion of the publisher.
EDITOR AND PUBLISHER: Dixon Cartwright
CONNECTIONS EDITOR: Linda Cartwright
CONTRIBUTORS: Ewin Barnett, Ian Boyne, Trey
Cartwright, Earl Cayton, Dave Havir, Reginald
Killingley, Kathleen McCann, Mac Overton,
Jamie Payne, Linda Moll Smith, Eric Snow,
Ellis Stewart, Bill Stough, Wesley White, Ken
Westby
CIRCULATION: Linda Cartwright
WEB SITE: Alan Ruth, alan@thejournal.org
THE JOURNAL will not knowingly print inaccu-
rate information. THE JOURNAL will run correc-
tions if notification of errors is received with-
in a reasonable time after publication.

I greatly appreciated Dave Havir’s and
Carl Akins’ courage to comment on a subject—love

—that is too often lost in the religious confusion.

Please notice

V iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay or other feature in THE JOURNAL
are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and should not be
viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor do they nec-

essarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and fea-
tures are presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among
readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters and articles of
response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.
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The writer is a longtime Church of
God member and editor of the twice-
weekly Gilmer Mirror, the newspaper
of record of Upshur County, Texas,
since 1877.

By Mac Overton

GILMER, Texas—Come the end
of September 2014, it will be
five years since I was success-

fully treated for pancreatic cancer, one
of the deadliest
cancers because
it is one of the
hardest to diag-
nose early.

A friend re-
cently called to
encourage me to
write about my
experiences in
hopes that my
doing so would
help others.

Pancreatic cancer kills an estimated
36,000 people in the United States alone
every year. That I
have survived diag-
nosis by five years
makes me a 6-per-
center. That’s the per-
centage with pancre-
atic cancer who sur-
vive it that long.

My doctor, who
saved my life by sending me to a spe-
cialist in Longview, Texas, who subse-
quently sent me to Baylor University
Medical Center in Dallas, told me
most people are dead within four to
six months of first diagnosis.

CyberKnife vs. Whipple
As I discuss treatments, I want to

make it clear that God is the only true
Healer, and it is by the grace of God
that I’ve had at least five more years.

But man’s technology that killed
the cancer is another way Star Trek
changed our world, like your cell
phone and desktop computer.

It’s called CyberKnife. You lie on
the operating table and watch a movie
while a giant ray gun moves over you
and blasts the tumor out of existence.

In my case it was three days of out-

patient surgery, a few hours each time.
But I had to stand my ground. The

doctors at Baylor seemed to think I
had a one-of-a-kind cancer, and they
wanted to do the traditional treatment
on me, called a Whipple, named after
the doctor who developed the proce-
dure in the 1930s.

With the Whipple, as I indelicately
put it, they gut you like a dead fish.
They take out your gallbladder, your
stomach, your pancreas and your duo-
denum—and they don’t put them back.

As radical as a liver transplant
Dr. Kent Hamilton, who supervised

my case at Baylor, told me “a Whipple
is as radical as surgery gets. It’s as rad-
ical as a liver transplant. You don’t
want to have to have a Whipple.”

Still, his staff wanted to do a Whip-
ple on me so “we can get that thing out
and study it.”

I declined to be their human lab rat.
I’d probably have a new cancer named
after me, but I’d be dead.

They have a CyberKnife at East
Texas Medical Center in Tyler, not far
from where I live, but I had my case
transferred to Baylor because it was in
my insurance network and ETMC
Tyler wasn’t.

Concentrated radiation
In contrast to outpatient treatment,

a Whipple involves five to eight hours
(average) on the operating table, 10 to
14 days in the hospital (average), one
to two months of convalescence, and
never really being the same again.

In the CyberKnife procedure they
go in through the stomach about a
week ahead of treatment and put “gold
seeds” (actually, I think they are phos-
phorus) in the tumor.

This gives the computer driving the
ray gun something to lock onto so the

radiation can be concentrated and not
damage surrounding tissue.

I got 100 days of radiation crammed
into three days.

Hiroshima times 31⁄2
Once you’re lying on the operating

table watching your movie, the techni-
cians go behind a foot-thick lead door
and start the ray gun.

You can see the “barrel” of the gun
pulse as it shoots the energy into you,
but you don’t feel anything.

I received about 31⁄2 times as much
radiation as I would have had I been a
mile from ground zero at Hiroshima
(3,400 rads).

Stay way from pregnant women
At my one-year follow-up, a doc-

tor told me “we should have told you
to stay away from pregnant women
and young children for several
weeks.” That was because I was ra-
dioactive!

During the past five years I’ve had
to deal with almost
every symptom of ra-
diation sickness, ex-
cept my hair hasn’t
fallen out.

These symptoms in-
clude severe anemia
and having my teeth
disintegrate. Radiation

makes the body leach calcium from
the teeth.

I’m still incredibly weak and prob-
ably always will be. Everything’s a
trade-off.

But I’d still rather have that than
what the doctors wanted to do to me.

Pancreatic cancer hard to pin down
I suggest if you have any of the symp-

toms you get the tests. I can testify that
pancreatic cancer is easy to overlook.

When it was first spotted in me it was
stage 2. If it had reached stage 4, I
would have been a goner.

A lot of people still haven’t heard
about CyberKnife. The doctor who sent
me to Baylor learned about it from me.

I’d still rather deal with radiation
sickness than having to do without
half my insides.

Columns and commentary
Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—The tele-
phone rang shortly after 8 a.m.
on Friday, May 2. The person

on the other end of the phone was
Brandi Cartwright, a family friend.

My wife and I are connected with
Brandi on a number of levels. Brandi
and her husband, Trey Cartwright, are
the age of our two sons. We had the
opportunity of watching them grow
up. I had the opportunity of officiating
at their wedding in November 2004.

My wife and I have many wonder-
ful experiences with the parents of
Brandi and Trey. Brandi is the eldest
daughter of Ray and Pam Kurr, while
Trey is the son of Dixon and Linda
Cartwright.

Unexpected news
While it is not unusual to hear from

Brandi, I was not expecting the mes-
sage from that telephone call on that
Friday morning. She called to inform
me that her father had died just a short
time earlier.

Not only did I have to deal with the
enormity of the shock to my system, I
wanted to find a way to reach out to
Brandi and to the rest of the grieving
family.

Through the rest of that Friday, I
was contemplating how I would be
going to Mounds, Okla., from my

home in Big Sandy to be with mem-
bers of the family.

Being available
Would the family want a quick

funeral to be conducted on that week-
end? Would I be leaving quickly to
help with the funeral on Sunday?

Would the family
want to delay the
funeral until the fol-
lowing weekend?

As it turned out,
the family decided to
have the funeral on
Wednesday, May 7.

I offered to travel
to be with the family
on Sunday, but they
encouraged me to at-
tend a piano recital
by our granddaughter
in Texas.

(It seemed appro-
priate that the musical Kurr family
would want me to support the musical
experience of our granddaughter.)

I was able to travel to Oklahoma on
Monday, even to be available to go to
the funeral home with the family as
they made arrangements. It seemed
like my experience with funeral
homes actually helped them.

Special DVD
When I left for Oklahoma I took a

copy of a DVD of Ray singing at some
church services in our home congrega-
tion and at our Feast site in Florida.

(Our son had stayed awake much of
Saturday evening to compile many
songs by Ray onto a DVD for family.)

One of my highlights of being with
the family during this stressful time
was the opportunity to spend more
than two hours watching the DVD
with the family members: wife Pam,

daughters Brandi,
Bridget and Britt-
ney and son Ray-
mond.

It was special
to hear the chil-
dren singing along
with their dad.

Music and
eulogies

The funeral, on
Wednesday, was a
celebration of the
life of Ray Kurr.
(See “Missing Ray

Kurr: Friends, Family Reminisce,” be-
ginning on page 24.)

The family chose to present several
songs from the DVD.

They selected eight people to give
oral eulogies: five by friends and three
by family members.

Besides the oral eulogies, family
members also wrote eulogies that we
read to the audience. I would like to
share the family comments with you.

From in-laws
From Harold and Martha Clement

Ray Kurr’s music will continue in my heart

The writer, a Worldwide Church
of God member in the United King-
dom for 35 years, is author of Israel
and the Covenants in New Testa-
ment Times.

By Peter Williams

RUSHDEN, England—I re-
cently completed publication
of 12 booklets in a series ti-

tled Surprising Answers From Scrip-
ture. In this article I explain how and
why I wrote them.

God cannot lie
An impor-

tant lesson I
learned in my
early years in
the WCG was
to trust the
Bible as truly
the Word of
God in print.

Since God
was its author,
it could not lie
(Titus 1:2; He-
brews 8:18) nor contradict itself be-
cause that would cause confusion (1
Corinthians 14:33).

So, whenever I discover a seem-
ing contradiction, I know I need fur-
ther Bible study to resolve it—and
let God, and hence His Word, be true
but every man a liar (Romans 3:4). 

Not accepting as true what others
told me the Bible says has allowed
me to hit upon amazing nuggets of
Bible truth and revelation that I
would probably have otherwise
missed.

Years of private study
Keeping these to myself would be

of no help to others.
So I eventually wrapped years of

private study, centered mostly on
the connected subjects of the Israel
of God (referred to by Paul in Ga-
latians 6) and the Old and New
Covenants, into my first book, Is-
rael and Covenants in New Testa-
ment Times (published in 2012). 

Insupportable assumptions
These two subjects were not ex-

haustively explored during the time
of RCG/WCG/GCI founder Herbert
W. Armstrong, let alone since. Thus
there is a a gap in understanding.

New booklet series surprises
with its answers from Scripture

Mac Overton

Peter Williams

Journal writer survives pancreatic cancer

“A Bible in the hand is worth two on the shelf.”

Mr. Hendrix, a longtime Church
of God member, was baptized into
the Worldwide Church of God in
1978.

By Lonnie C. Hendrix

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.—Re-
garding “Was U.S.A. Estab-
lished on Christian Principles?”

by Phil Haynes in issue No. 161 of
THE JOURNAL, dated April 30, 2014:

I was conflicted about writing this
piece because I agree with many of
the misconceptions Mr. Haynes
pointed out in his article about both
the writing of the U.S. Constitution
and our founding fathers.

I am also acutely aware that many
supporters of British-Israelism and
Christian fundamentalism have used
the Judeo-Christian underpinnings
of our nation to support their pecu-
liar beliefs and agendas.

Likewise, this understanding has
been used to argue against the inclu-
sion of Muslims, people of Eastern
cultures and religions, Native Amer-
icans, homosexuals and atheists. I
certainly don’t approve of that either.

Even so, it was important to me to
underscore the essential role that

Judeo-Chris-
tian principles
have played in
the foundation
of this republic.

It would be
tantamount to
burying one’s
head in the
sand to pre-
tend that the
Bible has not
had a profound

impact on every aspect of American
society.

While we may not like some of
the uses to which some people have
put this understanding, the fact re-
mains that the Judeo-Christian Bible
has had a massive impact on West-
ern society and culture.

In similar fashion, while I would
agree with Mr. Haynes that many of
our founding fathers might not fit
his, mine, your or a fundamentalist
Christian’s definition of a Christian,

Yes, the U.S. was established
on Judeo-Christian principles

Lonnie Hendrix

See FOUNDERS, page 21

See 12 BOOKLETS, page 16

Ray and Pam Kurr

See THE RAY KURR FAMILY, page 17

A lot of people still haven’t heard about
CyberKnife. The doctor who sent me to

Baylor learned about it from me.
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WCG’s former trainer remembers many memorable trainees
It was there that Harry underwent

another surgery, this one requiring a
nine-inch plate near his hip joint.

“I was known as Limpalong in
grade school. I had a severe limp but
a powerful desire to be an athlete. But
I was a praying individual at an early
age. I believed God would guide me.”

Excelled in weight lifting
Unable to participate in many sports

because of his handicap, in high school
Harry gravitated toward weight lift-
ing, in which he excelled.

“I realized I was close to state rec-
ords. I was getting stronger and strong-
er, and God was going to use me to
inspire others who were not only han-
dicapped but needed encouragement.
I was kind of a pioneer in personal
training in Minnesota.”

In 1960, while attending the Uni-
versity of Minnesota, Harry Sneider
began his career in personal training
in a gym he developed in his family’s
basement.

“I prayed that God would use this
particular talent,” he said. “I didn’t
know anything about the Worldwide
Church at that time, but I knew there
was a God, and I knew there was a
Christ, and I knew there was a Bible.”

During the time that he was “trying
to be the world’s greatest crippled
weight lifter,” his osteomyelitis came
back, this time in his knee.

By this time he was reading The
Plain Truth, the WCG’s flagship mag-
azine, and considering applying to Am-
bassador College.

Last rites
After three weeks in a hospital dur-

ing which he received last rites from
his old pastor in the Latvian Orthodox
Church, he walked out “looking like a
skeleton. I prayed and asked God to
heal me. My brother was attending
WCG at the time, and he told me God
was pulling me out of this world and
to come be a part of the church.”

During his hospitalization Harry
committed to going to Ambassador
College, and immediately after that
the infection left.

“The goal was to go to Ambassa-
dor. I was 23 years old. I remember
the first time I applied to Big Sandy
and Mr. Torrance said, ‘You’re really
not college material, Harry. You’re
really not that converted. You need
time to season, and your grades are
kind of low.’ ”

Registrar Lynn Torrance further
counseled him: “Why don’t you go
back to Minneapolis and open up a
way for God to bring a nice little girl
into your life? Get a job, get married,
settle down and be a strong church
member.”

Harry let him know that that
wasn’t his intention at the time. Mr.
Torrance then advised him to study
hard and reapply the following year
and “maybe God will open the door.”

“Well,” Mr. Sneider said for this
article, “He did open the door.”

Wait no longer
The young Mr. Sneider took Mr.

Torrance’s advice, and over the next
year his grades did improve.

“I was not a really great student,
but I was very motivated in my area
of weight lifting,” he said.

He was also a member of a Minne-
apolis Spokesman Club, the WCG-
crafted public-speaking opportunities
patterned after Toastmasters Interna-
tional.

In August 1967, after AC had
turned him down the previous year,
three of the Minneapolis church’s
speech clubs had a combined meeting
with WCG evangelist Rod Meredith
as keynote speaker.

“Rod Meredith happened to be a
weight lifter, as well as a champion
boxer, at Ambassador College,” Mr.
Sneider remembers.

“He won some weight-lifting com-
petitions. He was small in stature,
wore glasses and had a very intense
personality, which I admired.

“But I was a fairly well-built guy,
215 pounds, 18-inch arms, bench-
pressing over 400 pounds, military-
pressing 300 pounds.

“I happened to be at the bar where
all the guys were getting a drink
before dinner and there was Mr.
Meredith standing there. I had a crew
cut, my suit was bulging, it was a hot
August day, I had these biceps, and he
said, ‘Are you a weight lifter?’

“I said ‘Yes, I am.’ ”
Mr. Meredith continued question-

ing Mr. Sneider, who said he had ap-
plied to attend AC but had been
turned down and had applied a sec-
ond time and was on a waiting list.

“Wait no longer,” Mr. Meredith
said. “You’re coming to Ambassador
College. We need a guy like you out
there.”

The real reason
“What do you need me for?” Mr.

Sneider asked Mr. Meredith. “You
can be a trainer. You’re a professional
trainer, aren’t you?”

Mr. Meredith told him the real rea-
son he wanted him at AC.

He said he needed help with some

of the “skinny guys” who were AC stu-
dents and new graduates and said he
wanted them to be able to “look more
powerful when they’re preaching.”

One week later Mr. Sneider left for
Pasadena to study, train and head up
the weight-lifting department.

AC student Victor Kubik met him
at the Arroyo Seco Hotel in Pasadena.

One of his new dormmates turned
out to be Dean Greer, “who was kind
of a superathlete at Ambassador, one
of the best athletes Ambassador ever
had. He was a great roommate, and he
helped me get acquainted with some
of the other athletes on campus.”

The grand tour
After Harry settled in as an AC stu-

dent, Mr. Meredith asked him what he
thought of the weight room.

He replied that it was “really kind of
limited in space as well as equipment.
We’re going to need some equipment.”

Through “much prayer and the
generosity of a church member who
happened to be an equipment builder
for Ironman magazine,” Mr. Sneider
remembers, AC soon acquired what it
needed to supply a real weight room.

After AC with Harry Sneider’s
help had built up the weight program

over many years, a young chess play-
er named Bobby Fischer visited AC
to conduct a student assembly about
the winning moves he had made
against Russian chess master Boris
Spassky. This was about 1973.

As Bobby Fischer toured the cam-
pus, he walked through the training
area while Harry Sneider was training
several faculty members and students.

Mr. Fischer came up to Mr. Sneider
and asked him, “Are you a Latvian?”

“Yes, I am,” responded Harry, then

asked the chess cham-
pion if he could take
his picture.

Mr. Fischer said
no, but he asked Mr.
Sneider to train him
in weight lifting.

After dutifully
checking with WCG founder and AC
chancellor Herbert W. Armstrong,
Harry Sneider “became international-
ly known as the trainer of the world
champion of chess.”

As a result of his professional rela-
tionship with the chess champion,
reporters began calling Mr. Sneider to
try to keep track of the elusive Mr.
Fischer.

“People wanted to know where is
he, what’s he doing, where’s he hid-
ing, why isn’t he coming out to play
chess anymore.”

The news media’s attentions weren’t
always welcome, but they did help
establish Mr. Sneider’s reputation as a

professional trainer.
“All of a sudden I began to attract

athletes in every sport and at every
level.

“We had Olympic athletes, we had
movie stars, we had kids from the
community that would come to the
campus. It was like a magnet.”

Mr. Sneider became a track-and-
field coach for the 1984 Olympics.
He coached and trained 20 Olympic
athletes in nine sports. One of his ath-
letes won the gold medal: track
cyclist Mark Gorski.

“Of course, I was handicapped and
my best high jump was 2 feet. I was
training a guy trying to go 8 feet,
Dwight Stones,” the bronze medalist
in high jump.

Faculty challenges
A certain amount of fame for Harry

Sneider brought a certain amount of
attention from the general public, not
only for the trainer but for the church
and its college in Pasadena.

The attention wasn’t restricted to
the media and general public. His fel-
low AC faculty members noticed the
attention he was attracting and decid-
ed he was “getting worldly and inter-
ested in his own ego.”

He asked Mr. Meredith what he
should do.

The longtime WCG evangelist,
church and college administrator and
faculty member advised him that he
“could probably be a preacher, but I
think you’re more of a trainer. Why
don’t you stay with that and give glory
to God and do the best you can?”

Taking Mr. Meredith’s advice was
easier said than done.

“I got into a lot of challenges there
psychologically, spiritually and emo-

tionally with a lot of the faculty mem-
bers because I was one of the few
employees who worked outside with
people and inside with students and
faculty members, which put a lot of
pressure on me.”

So Mr. Sneider went to the top. He
asked Mr. Armstrong, “What do you
want me to do?”

Mr. Armstrong said that, as long as
Mr. Sneider’s clients and students
didn’t bring illegal drugs onto cam-
pus or begin preaching or give evi-
dence of “personal difficulties that we
don’t want on this campus,” he could
carry on.

But Mr. Armstrong added that he
wanted Mr. Sneider to keep tabs on
the visitors to his department and “tell
me who these people are.”

As things turned out, some of the
“greatest athletes in the United
States” trained at Ambassador Col-
lege and were written up in Sports
Illustrated, The Los Angeles Times,

The Pasadena Star-News and numer-
ous other publications.

Bob Wieland
While training the famous and

near-famous, Mr. Sneider kept in mind
his commitment to God and church.

“The athletes that came there had
preached to them a message of quali-
ty and obedience to God,” he said.
“As Mr. Armstrong was preaching his
message to world leaders his way, I
was trying to do it the best way I
could by preaching it through sports.”

One of Mr. Sneider’s memorable
trainees was Bob Wieland, who had
had his legs blown off from the hip
down while serving in the Vietnam War.

“I’ve done four marathons walking
with a legless man,” Mr. Sneider said.
“He was one of the favorites with the
students because he would walk on
his knuckles around the Ambassador
College track in Pasadena.”

Mr. Sneider met Mr. Wieland through
a mutual friend, Kermit Nelson, a fac-
ulty member at AC Big Sandy (who,
along with another Big Sandy WCG
member, Ellis Stewart, came up with
the original idea for the WCG’s pro-
gram for teens and 12-year-olds, Youth
Opportunities United).

Mr. Wieland was banned from
bench-pressing competitions because
he couldn’t put his feet on the floor
(one of the rules of the sport) and
because the judges didn’t know how
to score him.

“One day we were talking and he
said, ‘Harry, do you think there is
something we can do to give glory to
God and hope to these Vietnam vets
who are struggling in these hospitals
with missing limbs?’

“I said, ‘Let’s pray about it. You
pray about it, and I’ll pray
about it.’ ”

Mr. Wieland came back the
next morning and, at Mr.
Sneider’s suggestion, got out
of his wheelchair and “walked”
around the AC track, return-
ing to his starting point with
bloodied knuckles and stumps.

Mr. Wieland’s comment on
what he had just done: “I
think we found something
here.”

Mr. Wieland came back the
next morning and tried anoth-
er lap or two.

“And that’s how the Walk
Across America started on the
Ambassador College track in
1978,” Mr. Sneider remem-
bers.

Mr. Wieland “walked across
the United States to the White
House, to Reagan’s office,
and Reagan bawled when he

saw him.”
Mr. Wieland was the Vietnam vet

who walked across America in three
years, eight months and six days.

Friends in high places
Mr. Sneider had counted the gover-

nor of California, Arnold Schwarze-
negger, as a friend since the late
1960s, when the governor visited Am-
bassador with Franco Columbu, a for-
mer Mr. Olympia, and gave a world-
class seminar on bodybuilding.

Decades later, in 2007, the gover-
nor asked Mr. Sneider to serve on his
Governor’s Council on Physical Fit-
ness and Sports.

Mr. Sneider might not be a movie
star, but he did appear in one of
Arnold’s movies, the blockbuster hit
of 1977 Pumping Iron.

“Brian Knowles and I are in the
movie together,” Mr. Sneider said.

Brian, a former WCG pastor and
writer for the church’s periodicals,
“was involved with the [short-lived
WCG-sponsored magazine] Human
Potential,” said Mr. Sneider.

‘Just say something’
“He was working on an article

about human engineering, how you
can actually design your body to any
spec like a house or car through the
use of weight training, because Brian
was a weight lifter and body builder.”

Harry told Arnold about Brian, and
Arnold said he wanted Brian Knowles
to be in the movie too.

“So we’re sitting there at a table
with the world’s greatest bodybuild-
ers eating this wonderful food there
on Venice Beach, and he [Mr. Schwar-
zenegger] says, ‘Well, just say some-
thing to these bodybuilders, just get
up and say something.’ ”

HWA as a verb
So, as the cameras rolled, Harry

made his debut as a movie actor.
“So I say, ‘God has designed the

human body. It is a beautiful master-
piece. And we are here with these
bodies to do something positive for
mankind,’ and I tried to kind of HWA
it, because I had heard him talk so
many times. I just kind of tailored it to
the bodybuilder, the weight lifter.”

Mr. Schwarzenegger’s reaction to
Mr. Sneider’s speech: “You did good,
you did good.”

Apparently the movie’s director,
George Butler, thought otherwise. He
told Mr. Sneider that his speech went
“a little beyond what we’re trying to
do here.”

The director of the movie Pumping Iron left in a
scene with Harry Sneider and Brian Knowles sitting

at the table and talking with the other men.

FAMILY AND FRIENDS—Above left: Harry Sneider, who died May 9, 2014,
hams it up in 2008 with granddaughter Madison, grandson Mason and wife Sarah
Sneider. Above: Mr. Sneider visits with a friend, Arnold Schwarzenegger. Left: An-
other friend, the late Bobby Fischer, conducts a student assembly about chess on
the Pasadena campus of Ambassador College in 1973. See a picture of Mr. Sneider
and Mr. Fischer on page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photos by Deborah K.
Morris, Sarah Sneider and an unidentified photographer for The Envoy]

Continued from page 1

See HARRY AND SARAH, page 17
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Wonders

Colleen Bailey requests prayers for her father, Terry
Warren. He is undergoing rehab and care following
a recent fall and blood clot. He has been paralyzed
on the right side since a stroke 14 years ago. Cards
can be sent to Terry and Madeline Warren, P.O. Box
275, Elm Springs, AR 72728.

Prayer request for Donna Thomas and son, Ron
Phillips (with whom I live). I (Donna) am 80 and
Ron is 59 years old. I broke my back 21⁄2 years ago
and there are still two vertebrae that will not heal
due to advanced osteoporosis so I'm in a wheel-
chair most of the time that I can be out of bed and
Ron has neurological damage plus both knees and
ligaments need replacing but the Veterans
Administration keeps putting it off.

Personals
Longtime COG member wants E-mail pen pals,
rocky695@att.net or phone 903-534-9131.

Looking for a friend from years ago. Rosemary Parker
and husband Louis lived in South Torrance, Calif., in
the ’60s and ’70s and I believe they live in the Long
Beach, Calif., area now. I can be contacted at (808)
965-8067. I am Donna Thomas Haupt, formerly of Tor-
rance and Pasadena, wanting to contact Rosemary.

Hello. I am a single deaf woman in my 60s. I am a
Sabbath-keeper and am seeking a deaf male com-
panion who is also a Sabbath-keeper. Seeking a
man in late 50s or early 60s, someone who loves
God, outdoor walks and animals, enjoys friends,
loves great conversations and laughter and has a
passion for life. I am 5-foot-9, have blue eyes, light-
brown hair, love life and enjoy conversations and
good teasing too! I use total communication, sign-
ing and speaking at the same time. You can Email
me at janecemm1@gmail.com. Once I hear from
you, I will send you a picture of me. Would love to
get to know you if God’s willing. Janece.

Help wanted
Help needed on small farm. Free rental space with
electric hookup for trailer, motor home or camper in
exchange for help with farm chores. 509-732-8984.

Resources
Christian Straight Talk, www.williestraighttalk.blog-
spot.com. Joseph and Barbara Willie discuss a vari-
ety of subjects relating to the New Covenant gospel
(Sexuality, Trinity, Sin, Prophecy). Expand your bibli-
cal horizons.

Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath, 11 a.m.
Pacific, 12 noon mountain, 1 p.m. central, 2 p.m.
eastern, (916) 233-0562, www.godward.org.

Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002, South
Pasadena, CA 91030.

ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.

Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.com; arti-
cles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley Springs,
CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org, (209) 772-0737
or (209) 772-2993.

Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood, AZ
86326.

Who Can You Trust? Bill.hawkins1@gmail.com.

Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery, TX 77356,
art@mokarow.com, GodsPuzzleSolved.com. Biblical-
history programs at youtubecom/biblicalhistory/art.

Building Bridges Not Walls, www.Reconciliation
Group.org.

Free article on the Subject of Passover. Please call
Richard Korth, (509) 732-8984. You will be amazed
and dumbfounded at the Real Truth about Pass-
over! It’s a REAL FEAST!

The Church of God is not prepared, Children
ofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little Rock, AR 72260.

From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, ozwitness.net/.

America and Britains Future, US-Britishfuture.com,
P.O. Box 4877, Oceanside, CA 92052.

Malachi in Context Is Vital! Lawrence G. Mumme,
P.O. Box 86094, Tucson, AZ 85754.

Cgministry-inchrist.org, cgminchrist@charter.net.

Should the Feast of Tabernacles be observed in
a summer or fall month? Should the first month
of the year be a winter or spring month? www.
Fla-ccog.com, jancgil@aol.com.

Jesus the God. Jesus the Man. Priesthood/Minis-
terial Duties. Ray Daly, rayedaly@bis.midco.net or 3
Santee Rd., Lincoln, ND 58504.

For sale
Quwave.com/Defender $307, Parasite Zapper $40,
Book $25, Black (Cancer) Salve $25, Book $42,
Colloidal Silver Generator $60, Book $22, S/H $7,
free catalog. Jeff Telesca, 283 Moon Clinton Rd. No.
1-1, Moon Twp., PA 15108.

Obituaries
Bruce Estes Horne, Ph.D., 61, died May 22, 2014, at
his home in Knoxville, Tenn., of a heart attack. Born
in Bristol, Tenn., in 1953, Bruce lived there until he
moved to Knoxville in 2003. ¶ Bruce graduated
from Bristol High School in 1969, Tusculum College
1988, Norwich University in Vermont, where he
earned his master’s degree, and in 1997 from
Walden University, where he earned his Ph.D. He
also attended Graham Bible College. ¶ His pas-
sions were first to his loyal dog, Royal (his boy),
that of riding his Triumph
Café Racer bike, and he did
ride it fast, and finishing his
restoration of his 1964 Gal-
axy 500 hardtop automobile.
¶ He described himself as an
avid patriot, a Tennessean
and an NRA member. ¶ He
started a new congregation,
Church of God Knoxville, in
January, that he poured his
heart and soul into. ¶ He was
a presenter on The World
Tomorrow broadcast, preaching the Second
Coming of Jesus Christ and Bible prophecy, and
can still be seen on Sundays and Wednesdays. ¶ He
enjoyed his teaching career, which turned from the
brick-and-mortar institutions of which he taught at
several colleges to teaching online out of his
home. He had done that for the past 11 years. His
true passion was to preach the love of Jesus and
the Kingdom to come in His Second Coming. ¶
Bruce was a gifted musician who played the trum-
pet, piano, autoharp and about anything else he
wanted to. ¶ Bruce was preceded in death by his
mother, Claire Evelyn Horne, and his father, Emory
Estes Horne; his maternal grandparents, Herschel
Clay Boyd and Kate Merriman Boyd, both of
Waynesboro; and two uncles, Eugene Clay Boyd
and James Peyton Boyd Sr., both of Bristol.
Survivors include Bruce’s wife, Janet Grant Horne
of Knoxville; his stepdaughter, Lori Ann Willson of
Knoxville; his stepgranddaughter, Julie Ann Craft,
who called him Pops, of Knoxville; his uncle, Robert
Herschel Boyd of Duncanville, Texas; his great-
aunt, Virginia “Tootsie” Fielder Hobbs of Waynes-
ville, Tenn.; cousins Mary Inman Boyd Geiger and
her husband, Dr. Jim Geiger, of Bristol, James
Peyton Boyd Jr. of Abingdon, Va., Cynthia Fielder
Diamond of Shawnee, Kan., Virginia Dodge Fielder
of Boone, N.C., and David Harris Diamond of Merri-
man, Kan. ¶ The family received friends on May 27
at Highland Memorial Funeral Home in Knoxville,
with funeral services following. Joe Smith, Bob
Howard, David Diamond, Virginia Dodge Fielder,
honorary speakers, and Reinhard Klett officiated.
Family and friends gathered at the Boyd/Horne
family plot at Historic East Hill Cemetery in Bristol,
Tenn.-Va., for a graveside service on May 28. ¶
Memorials may be made to Church of God
Knoxville Tennessee, 448 N. Cedar Bluff Rd., Suite
207, Knoxville, TN 37923.

Harry Sneider was an amazing man,” larger than
life.” His life story is one of overcoming. He was al-
ways incredibly positive, cheerful, faith filled, an
inspiration and encouragement. He was a God-cen-
tered individual and always trusted God to direct his
steps. Most of all he was a champion person! ¶
Touching the lives of many around the world with his
positive attitude, he made the world a better place.
Coach Sneider was always eager to help others
achieve their ultimate human potential. God, family
and friends were most important to him. His was a
life well lived. ¶ Harry was born in Riga, Latvia, on
March 19, 1941. When the Russians arrived in 1944,
he and his family escaped going through Krakow,
Poland, then into Czechoslovakia, and eventually a
displaced persons’ camp in Germany. ¶ While in
Germany he developed osteomyelitis in his leg and
almost died at age 6. He basically became handi-
capped for the rest of his life. In 1949 he and his fam-
ily came to the United States and settled in
Minneapolis, Minn. ¶ Never considering himself
“handicapped” he played football throwing better
than the pros, softball, basketball, and won racquet-

ball championships. ¶ He was a world-record holder
in the bench press, pressing 450 pounds at age 61!
As a professional fitness trainer he trained many
actors including Susan Anton for her role in Golden
Girl. He trained and was a good friend with Tony
Dow, Wally in Leave It to Beaver. ¶ Coach Sneider
trained many Olympic athletes, including Dwight
Stones, two-time Olympic bronze medalist and three-
time world-record holder in the high jump; James
Butts, Olympic silver medalist in the triple jump;
Mark Gorski, Olympic gold medalist in cycling. Harry
was nominated Track and
Field coach for the 1980
Olympics. ¶ He also trained
longtime friend Wayne
Grimditch, winner of Super-
stars. Lee Brandon, a graduate
of Ambassador College and
two-time World Long Drive
champion, was mentored by
Harry. ¶ As a trainer of cham-
pions he was a longtime friend
of Jack LaLanne and Arnold
Schwarzenegger. ¶ He devel-
oped a revolutionary fitness program and authored
the best-selling book Harry and Sarah Sneider’s
Olympic Trainer. ¶ He created fitness videos Sneiders
20 Minute Workout DVD and Sneiders Resistive
Rebounding DVD, helping many thousands to better
health around the world. He was part of The Great
American Workout at The White House, Washington,
D.C., in 1992. ¶ He went to the University of
Minnesota for his A.A. degree. In 1967 he came to
California to attend Ambassador College and earned
his B.A. degree and eventually his doctorate from
Pacific Western University. ¶ He was on the faculty at
Ambassador College and was executive fitness direc-
tor until the college closed in 1990. He then, along
with his wife, Sarah, and son, Rob, continued to train
Olympians, champion athletes in tennis, track and
field, basketball, volleyball, soccer, baseball and more
at Sneiders Family Fitness in Arcadia. ¶ He was very
involved in the Senior Olympics and hosted the
annual Senior Games Powerlifting Championships
for 21 years. He also trained many families, couples,
as well as high-school athletes to achieve college
scholarships which he continued up until his death.
His son Rob and wife Sarah continue the family busi-
ness. ¶ He wrote many articles for the local papers
and recently completed a manuscript about his 36
years as trainer and friend to world chess champion
Bobby Fischer that is being looked at by a movie
producer. He was filmed in the movie Pumping Iron
starring Arnold Schwarzenegger and more recently
had a major role in the documentary Bobby Fischer
Against the World. He is also featured in the TV
series The Leading Gen! What Will You Do With the
Rest of Your Life? A recent interview with Neil Earle
and Harry Sneider can be viewed at dctvduarte.
com/video_view.php?id=699868. ¶ He is survived
by his wife of over 45 years, Sarah, and his three
children, Deborah Morris, Karl Sneider and Rob
Sneider, son-in-law Tom Morris, daughter-in-law
Leticia Sneider, four grandchildren, Madison Morris,
Mason Morris, William Sneider and Julian Sneider,
his mother, Elsa Sneider, brother Karl Peter Sneider,
sister Ilse Sneider and many nieces and nephews. ¶
A celebration of his life will be announced at a later
date. ¶ See also the article by Darlene Warren
beginning on page 1 of this issue. See related pho-
tos on pages 1 and 4.

Raymond Alan Kurr of Mounds, Okla., died unex-
pectedly May 2, 2014, at his home. Ray, founder
and operator of Ray Kurr Window Cleaning in the
Tulsa area for 38 years, was an ordained pastor. ¶
Ray, 58, was born in The Bronx, N.Y., Sept. 25,
1955. He was a musician,
singing with his own choir
and with many other music
groups. He married the for-
mer Pam Clement July 4,
1976. ¶ Besides Pam, he is
survived by four children:
Brandi Cartwright (Dixon III
“Trey”) of Nacogdoches, Tex-
as; Bridget Kurr (Laura) of
Nashville, Tenn., Brittney Kurr
of Mounds; Raymond Kurr II
(Lindsey) of Tulsa; a grand-
son, Dixon “Cater” Cartwright IV of Nacogdoches;
and one sister and one brother. ¶ The funeral was
May 7 at New Beginnings Baptist Church in Bixby,
Okla. ¶ The congregations Ray attended with his
family included the Church of God Big Sandy and
Tulsa Church of God. ¶ Memorials may be made to
the Ray Kurr Scholarship Fund for Music Together
classes. For more information go to eversongmu-
sic.com or write eversonmusiccenter @gmail.com. ¶
See articles and photos about Ray Kurr beginning
on pages 3 and 24 of this issue.

Resources Obituaries

Connections runs classifieds

CONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obit-
uaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth An-
nouncements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Prayer requests

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Ray Kurr

Bruce Horne

Harry Sneider
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The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Feast of Tabernacles • “Rejoice Before the Lord”
San Antonio, Texas • October 9–October 16, 2014

The Church of God San Antonio (with the Churches of God Outreach Ministries) will host the Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San Antonio for
the 17th year. All brethren, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wish to “Rejoice Before the Lord” in unity and love are welcome.

COME and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in
beautiful San Antonio, Texas. Experience the warm,
loving, family atmosphere for which this Feast

site is known. You and your entire family will enjoy and be
spiritually edified through uplifting contemporary worship
music and messages given in a spirit of love.

This year a special guest speaker, Joe Kovacs, will join
us for the Feast of Tabernacles. Joe Kovacs is a Bible-be-
lieving Christian and author of the #1 bestseller Shocked
by the Bible: The Most Astonishing Facts You’ve
Never Been Told. His latest book, The Divine Se-
cret: The Awesome and Untold Truth About
Your Phenomenal Destiny, was officially released in
stores July 17, 2012, and it instantly rocketed to become
a #1 bestseller on its first day of publication, and is
packed with many 5-star glowing reviews on Amazon.
Joe Kovacs is an award-winning American journalist and
broadcaster who has spent more than twenty-five years
in the broadcast, print and online media, receiving
awards for excellence in news coverage from The Associ-
ated Press and United Press International. A frequent
media guest, Mr. Kovacs has appeared on The O’Reilly
Factor on the Fox News Channel as well as countless
radio shows across America and the world, including
Coast to Coast AM. Mr. Kovacs will be speaking about
our divine destiny based on his book The Divine
Secret. To read more about Joe Kovacs and his book, go
to www.thedivinesecret.com.

San Antonio is one of America’s unique cities and the
No. 1 tourist destination in Texas. Major attractions in-
clude the Alamo, the River Walk, Sea World, Six Flags
Fiesta Texas, the Tower of the Americas, the San Antonio
Zoo, and many others too numerous to list.

Meeting Place
COMFORT INN–FIESTA at SIX FLAGS

6755 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, Texas 78249
Phone: (210) 696-4766
Fax: (210) 696-6698
E-Mail: comfortinnfiesta@aol.com
Web Site: www.comfortinn.com

(Worship Services held next door at the Elks Lodge
with breakout meeting space at the Comfort Inn.)

How to make reservations

1. Call the Comfort Inn–Fiesta at (210) 696-4766

2. Tell them you are attending the Feast of Tabernacles/
Church of God San Antonio, Group Account 1576179.

3. Room rate is $59.00 plus 16.75% tax  ($9.89 = $68.89
for Single, Double, and four children (up to 18 years old);
Extra $10 per additional adult.

Rate is regularly up to $120 during peak season, but we
get a generous price reduction to $59.00. Reservations
accepted only with a deposit or a major credit card.

4. September 15, 2014, is cutoff/cancel date for mak-
ing reservations at the discounted room rate of
$59. All rooms not picked up by this date will
be released and be subject to a higher room
rate. Please, please, please help us
serve you better by making your res-
ervation as early as possible and
well in advance of the cutoff date.

What the Comfort Inn–Fiesta offers
All rooms have been renovated with new furniture and
small microwave and refrigerator. Free Deluxe Continental
Breakfast and newspaper in lobby. Free local phone calls. Wireless
Internet service. Remote satellite TV: HBO, ESPN, CNN. Sparkling
outdoor pool. In-room coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and boards.
Interior corridors, elevators, free parking. You will find the rooms
especially comfortable. Satisfaction guaranteed. The hotel with its
indoor corridors is arranged so you will experience instant
fellowship as soon as you step out of your rooms. It makes
possible a very intimate and family oriented Feast.

For more information
Contact Julian Cruz, Festival Coordinator and Pastor, Church of
God San Antonio, 219 Whitefield Ave, San Antonio, Texas 78223;
phone 210/333-7229; E-Mail: jcruz132@satx.rr.com.

Church’s Web page: www.churchofgodsa.com

Please E-mail, write or telephone Julian Cruz and let him
know if you are attending this Feast site along with the
number in your family and age of children. This infor-
mation will help us plan activities and serve you better.

The Church of God–TheMost High
INTERNATIONAL HEADQUARTERS

© In care of Director • Ogorek Publishing • Poste Restante • P.O. Box 929 • Lake Forest, ILLINOIS 60045

Send All Correspondence First Class Mail Securely Sealed

The Church of God–The Most High
A SOVEREIGN ASYLUM STATE (Provincial Law)—Headquartered at the “Third Heaven”

See the following Scriptures: 2 Corinthians, Chapter 12, Verses 1-4.
See also: Philippians, Chapter 1, Verse 12, Philippians, Chapter 3, Verses 20-21, Ephesians, Chapter 2

Proclaiming the Gospel of the Kingdom of God (Most High)

According to the Holy Scriptures: (Book of
Psalms, Psalm 82, Verse 6), (Book of Psalms,
Psalm 91) (note: clearly identifies and reveals two
distinct divine spirit beings—spirit personali-
ties—not one or three), (Book of Daniel, Chapter
7), (Mark, Chapter 13), (John, Chapter 10, Verses
34 and 35), (Mark, Chapter 16), (Matthew, Chap-
ter 24), (Matthew, Chapter 26, Verses 1-13), (Mat-
thew, Chapter 28), (Revelation, Chapter 13), and
(Revelation, Chapter 14).

Members of this Church adhere to all of the Scriptural
Covenant requirements, including but not limited: To
the Seventh Day Sabbath of God as well as the Annual
Sabbaths of God, and the Ten Commandments.

Members of this Church conscientiously object to
coming under, any and all military authority, in any
form. Members of the Church believe and uphold “the

Faith Once Delivered to the Saints, Book of Jude, in
The First Century Church as Scripturally Defined.”

Members of this Church believe and accept all Scrip-
ture, to be the divinely inspired Revelation of God,
and “God-Breathed” (self-contained substantia-
tion)—Canonized by the Church in the First Century.

Members of this Church observe Passover on the 14th
day of Nisan according to the Hebrew Calendar. Mem-
bers of this Church observe annually Pentecost on the
Second Day of the Week according to the Scripture.

Addendum: Offering a Monthly Newsletter upon
request. Sermon Tapes also available by request to
Members Only.

For more information, address all correspon-
dence and confidential communication to the Am-
bassador/Publisher at the address listed below.

GodsLawToday.com
“A DEFENSE OF GOD’S SPIRITUAL LAW”

Here at last . . . and all in one place!

Easily accessible ANSWERS
to most all arguments against God’s Law.

Be sure to BOOKMARK this website!

Feast Site Announcement

The Great Lakes Church of
God will be keeping
the Feast of
Tabernacles at
Sevierville,
Tennessee.
Those who wish
to visit or attend are
encouraged to call or e-mail for details. 

906-440-3414 • RRicker@glcg.net • TheBeautifulThoughtsOfGod.com

Passover is on the 15th, no doubt about it. Here’s why!
Please call or send for details

4279 Wilcox Rd., Northport, WA 99157
Phone 509-732-8984
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Jan_Aaron_Young@q.com  Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com

Do you believe the Sabbath command?
Then believe the timing it specifies!

Though recognizing the creation days of Gen-
esis chapter one were about 24-hour days,
many people introduce thousands of years in
the narrative without good cause.

We know these days were literal ones and
not thousands of years:

1. Each had an evening and morning.
2. Pollinators did not come more than 1000

years after pollinating plants.
3. Recorded birth and death ages, and other

data, provide accurate chronology that man-
kind has existed only about 6000 years.

4. If each ‘day’ of chapter one was 1000
years, then Adam lived 1000 years of the 7th
day at least. Yet all his days amounted to 930
years (5:5).

God said He created heaven
and earth in 6 days

He created heaven and earth in 144 hours.
The Sabbath command includes this:

Ex 20:11 For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them
is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the
LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.

He created heaven, earth and sea in 6 days.
He created earth’s biosphere of flora and fauna,
not the universe in that time. Each of these 6
days was the same length as the 7th, not mil-
lennial-type days, but the 24-hour kind. Same
timing described in His Sabbath covenant:

Ex 31:17 It is a sign between me and the
children of Israel for ever: for in six days the
LORD made heaven and earth, and on the sev-
enth day he rested, and was refreshed.

While there is the analogy of 6 millennial
type ‘days’ plus 1 Sabbath ‘day’ of about 1000
years (2 Pet 3:8), this is based on the 6 literal
days to create heaven and earth plus 1st Sab-
bath then.

Man created within 6 days
of beginning

Jesus implied Adam and Eve were created
less than a week from the beginning (of heav-
en and earth). In speaking about marriage and
divorce, He notes the time:

Mat 19:4-5 Have ye not read, he which
made them at the beginning made them male
and female, And said, For this cause shall a
man leave father and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife: and they twain shall be one flesh?

Mark 10:6 But from the beginning of the
creation God made them male and female.

Clearly, He was speaking of creating
humans and marriage. And they were created
at the beginning (within 6 literal days). This
fits perfectly with Ex 20:11 and 31:17, but not
with a gap of thousands of years, or even one
year from creation of man back to the begin-
ning of heaven and earth.

Satan was a murderer from the beginning
(John 8:44). What beginning? Not Satan’s
since Lucifer was created without iniquity
(Eze 28:12-15). He could not be a murderer
from the beginning if thousands of years
before Adam. No humans with the image of
God existed before Adam. Sin reigned in the
world from Eve’s and Adam’s transgressions
(Rom 5:12-19) and thus Satan became a mur-
derer then. Wages of sin being death.

Plainly, God started the Bible account from
the creation of man, not the universe. Con-
firmed by stating that all His work of creating
heaven(s) and earth took just 6 literal days:

Gen 2:1-3 Thus the heavens and the earth
were finished, and all the host of them. And on
the seventh day God ended his work which he
had made; and he rested on the seventh day
from all his work which he had made. And
God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made.

God took 6 times as long as the Sabbath day
to make heaven and earth. He could have

taken more or less time but wanted to establish
the Sabbath. Both the words for “made” and
“create” are in Gen 2:3, yet verse 2 has asah
(made) twice.

Does bara mean create
from ‘nothing’?

Some people claim the word for create
(bara) in Gen 1:1 means create from noth-
ing.—But this is refuted in the same chapter!
Adam and Eve were “created” (1:27), yet he
was formed from already existing dust (Gen
2:7) and she from his side. God created man
(De 4:32), yet all men are from physical matter.
In Isa 45:12 earth was made and man created.
Man created and made: Gen 5:1; 6:7; Isa 43:7.

Thus this idea of bara meaning create from
nothing was spawned to back the precon-
ceived notion that God began
the Bible from the cre-
ation of the universe.
Many verses such
as Isa 37:16 say
He made (asah)
heaven and earth.

The verses of Ps
104:29-30 speak of
extinction, then re-
newed earth’s biota of created
new animals (and plants) by sending of
God’s Spirit (as Gen 1:2). So in Gen 1:28,
“replenish” is correct. Though no prior world
is mentioned specifically in the chapter, it is
implied. God begins the Bible by describing
the aftermath of a prior punishment of His
similar to Noah’s Deluge of a global ocean
leaving a temporary state of tohu and bohu or
chaotic condition (1:2) to which He estab-
lished order again. A world of sinning by
demons on earth prior to mankind resulted in
massive extinctions. Almost all became
extinct. Some creatures able to live submerged
as bacteria and fish might have survived.

Pre-human ages (Paleozoic, Mesozoic and
most of Cenozoic?) were run by fallen angels.
These worlds ended in mass extinctions and
some were preserved in sedimentary rock due
to massive flooding. Fossils do not form under
ordinary conditions. Bodies usually begin to
rot immediately after death. Perhaps there was
just one pre-human age of the dinosaurs that
was ended by a deluge.

God established order from chaos by sepa-
rating waters above and below (1:7). This
order was reversed with Noah’s Deluge merg-
ing both waters from sky and deep (7:11) so
chaos returned (7:19-24). The next new age or
world began appropriately on day 1, month 1,
year 1 (8:13).

God defines heaven and
earth of Gen 1:1

He begins with the already existing planet
earth covered with water—not nothing. These
were created earlier (likely thousands of years)
and not detailed in Genesis. God defines what He
means in 1:1 regarding earth in 1:9-10, meaning
the word for dry ground (not the planet).

The Hebrew word for “heaven” in 1:1 is plu-
ral as Elohim (Gods). Both can refer to a single
one if a singular adjective or verb is used. While
“heavens” can refer to 3 things of atmosphere,
universe or Paradise of God’s throne (Heaven),
He only refers to it as air in chapter 1. This heav-
en had water above and He called it a firmament
(1:6-9) or expansion (1:6 margin), where fowls
fly (1:20). Thus in 1:1 He means atmosphere,
not universe or Heaven (should not be capital-
ized in 1:8). So Satan, god of this world, is
prince of the power of the air (Eph 2:2).

Evidently, the already existing light sources
as stars or planets became visible when the
atmosphere cleared allowing light through to
the ground. Stars and two great light sources
were not created then but became revealed.
The narrative vantage point is of someone
viewing events as a human might, standing on

the ground (though may include when man did
not exist yet).

Renewed heaven and earth,
not universe created

At the beginning of (Adam’s) creation God
made earth stand out of water (2 Pet 3:4-7).
Later the world, that then was, overflowed
with Noah’s Deluge and perished. Then was
renewed or modified with some new condi-
tions. Our present world (heaven and earth) is
to be destroyed, but not totally, when Christ
comes ending 6 millennial-type days and start-
ing God’s millennial-type Sabbath. Likewise
‘destroyed’ when the planet is incinerated with
incorrigibles of all ages at the end of the White
Throne Judgment period of 100 years.

Rev 21:1 And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth: for the first

heaven and the
first

earth
were
passed
away; and
there was no
more sea.

A new phase is born, a new heaven and
earth, a different world than the former. The
word for “first” means former here; and since
the prior heaven and earth were not the first.
Though all of the same material, only the
(sur)face of the earth and atmosphere changed.
The biosphere is essentially ‘the skin of an
apple’ compared to the 4000-mile radius of
earth. Astronauts can orbit 100 miles above the
surface.

2 Pet 3:13 Nevertheless we, according to his
promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.

The word for “new” is kainos meaning
“renew,” not neos meaning ‘brand new.’ The
heaven and earth then will be renewed, not
created from scratch, not a new universe. Sin
will not exist in that world, but will be allowed
elsewhere in the universe when God’s plan
continues to other planets made viable worlds
by their own Genesis Factor.

The heaven and earth will grow old and are
changed like an old garment:

Heb 1:10-12 And, Thou, Lord, in the begin-
ning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and
the heavens are the works of thine hands: They
shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all
shall wax old as doth a garment; And as a ves-
ture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be
changed: but thou art the same, and thy years
shall not fail.

Here, the heavens and earth are likened to
clothes that can be changed. Not speaking of
the universe, but a thin biosphere layer, as
clouds similar to a garment (Job 38:9).

Verses mentioned in this and the last section
do not mean creation of the universe. Neither
does Gen 1:1. Many people already agree that
almost all of Genesis chapter 1 deals with the
earth’s re-creation, not its creation.

Many creationists are
right and wrong

Fresh rock formations from known lava
flows as Mt. St. Helens were tested and found
to be millions of years old. So radioactive dat-
ing as Carbon-14 can be much inflated! The

amount of parent or daughter material may be
in doubt, and the rate of decay curve may vary
under differing conditions.

Since radiometric dating is off, many cre-
ationists believe planet earth was created with
the universe about 6000 years ago; that dino-
saurs and Adam co-existed.—But Lucifer and
his angels sinned prior to man (Jude 6). Dino-
saurs dominated in world(s) created in Satan’s
image of dragon. Though not 65 million years
ago since some Tyrannosaurus Rex fossils
have been found with soft tissues and blood
vessels.

Many creationists believe the earth and uni-
verse have the appearance of millions of years
though they were created 6000 years ago. So
though stars were made 6000 years ago, some
star light seems to now be reaching earth
despite the stars being millions of light years
away. When I heard this the first time I was
incredulous. But mankind has computer simu-
lations such as flight training. We can begin a
simulation run from any time from beginning
to end. So could God, but for real. Creating the
universe in any state from a beginning, or clos-
er to the condition of its ending.

He does not state anywhere how old the
earth or universe is, so is not a liar. Movies in
2 dimensions can seem to show past or future
events. Surely God can show more in 3-D.

Adam and Eve were made in adult form
and so must many plants for them to eat.

Animals also made as mature, so the
chicken came first and not the egg. Jesus

created bread and fish with apparent
age in miracles to feed thousands.
Created the end products immediate-
ly. So stars looking millions of years
old at their creation is very possible.
Then there are also the eons before
Gen 1:1 when the universe existed,

and later planet earth (to which many
creationists disagree).

God is in the process
of creating worlds

Heb 1:2 . . . he [God’s Son] made the
worlds.

Isa 66:22 For as the new heavens and the
new earth, which I will make, shall remain
before me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed
and your name remain.

Isa 65:17 For, behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind.

Here, the Hebrew word for “new” comes
from the word for “renew” or “repair.” Verses
of Isa 65:18-25 describe the 2nd resurrection’s
100 years combined with the millennial world
when the wild animal nature is tame and no
beasts eat meat. Beasts as lion requiring differ-
ent stomachs. Poisonous snakes of today made
harmless.

Tameness and no meat eaters rules out
many dinosaurs in the time of man, and the
beasts in Adam’s time came to him to be
named (Gen 2:19-20). Though mankind can
on a limited basis tame any animal (James
3:7), as horse whisperer or snake charmer.

Apparently during the Adamic World
humans and animals did not eat meat. Note the
distinct source of food of Gen 1:29-30. And
notice the change after Noah’s Deluge in 9:2-3.
Though Abel offered a meat sacrifice to God,
sheep are used for more than meat, as wool.

There were differences between that world
and now of low relief, not high mountains. No
jungles, tundras, deserts or ice caps. Appar-
ently just a one world continent or Pangaea
with all continents joined as one. No oceans.
Each world-age is unique with special condi-
tions different from other worlds. Though
some are the same. The basic foundation of the
planet earth remains the same.

There is no gap of thousands of years in
Gen 1:2. Thomas Chalmers popularized this in
the 1800s to harmonize Genesis with unifor-
mitarians who wanted thousands, if not mil-
lions of years. The gap theory goes against
plain verses to the contrary. The Bible begins
with the renovation of the earth’s surface and
atmosphere about 6000 years ago, not the cre-
ation of the planet earth or universe. Believe
plain statements of God (Gen 2:1-3; Ex 20:11;
31:17), not any man’s theory.

—Mr. Jan Young

Genesis 1:1—
Creation of the Universe?
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THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY

FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .Chiang Mai, Thailand 2014
Feast of Tabernacles

Every year Legacy Foundation in Thailand
sponsors a Festival of Tabernacles site
in Chiang Mai. Attendees include
international visitors as well as local Church
of God members and families. Activities
and amenities include . . .

• Daily worship
services

• Bible seminars
• Cultural events and

performances 
• Visit to Legacy

Foundation School 
• Queen Sirikit agricultural

Demonstration Farm tour
• Elephant Farm tour
• Teakwood Carving and tour of

Handicraft Center
• Accommodations provided by the

Empress Hotel and Convention Center
• Extra–Festival activities abound:

Local shopping at the Night Bazaar or
Sunday Market

• Tourist attractions:
Tiger Kingdom, Flight of
the Gibbon, Night
Safari, etc.

• Western food:
Starbucks, McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, The Duke’s
and much more

For more information please contact
Anita Showers • 330-852-2709 • mail@legacyinstitute.org • www.legacyinstitute.org

Festival Directors Leon and Gloria Sexton

Feast ’14 will be here before you know it!
But you still have time to get your Feast of

Tabernacles information for 2014 in the next issue

of THE JOURNAL. Just send it to Feast List, P.O. Box

1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or

info@thejournal.org. Or fax your information

toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.

For details about how to place your free Feast

listing, see the article on page 1 of this issue.

Or, to place an announcement or other

advertisement in the CONNECTIONS section of

THE JOURNAL, phone Linda Cartwright at (903)

636-4779 during office hours, or write Linda at

lkcartwright@aol.com.
This historic photograph shows a Feast of Tabernacles observance near Big Sandy in the
early 1950s. The structure in the background is the original Tabernacle, also known as the
Redwood Building and later as the Roy Hammer Library. [Photo by Leo DuBry]

www.churchofgod
bigsandy.com

Visit the
Church of God
Big Sandy on
the Web at
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Streaming Audio & Video / Archives
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By Kenneth Westby

I sometimes read THE JOURNAL’s microscopic-print full-page ads
that frequently have a “down with divisions” theme. But I won-
der if organizational “division” is such a bad thing. Don’t people
often come to a different understanding on certain issues? And

don’t they have a right to fellowship with like minds and so organ-
ize themselves? Does not the True Church, the spiritual Body of
Christ, transcend our little organizational fences?

My quarrel here isn’t with the fences per se. It is with what tran-
spires over them. Do I exaggerate to suggest there is a lot of spit-
ting, yelling and critical judging going on over the fences separating

bodies of believers?
Quick to the heresy trigger, one group

fires away at those who keep a different cal-
endar, eat shrimp or don’t hold to the faith
that was “once delivered” to the shooters
sometime in the 1950s.

Others pull the disfellowship trigger to
dispatch the disagreeing, defiant, dogmatic,
self-righteous, trouble-making boneheads.

In calmer language, we might say that
Christian brethren become alienated, stop
talking to each other and, if they do speak,
can no longer discuss their faith and differ-
ences without hostility.

Now, that is a shameful situation for children of the same heav-
enly Father.

Attempts to discuss

Is it possible for COG brethren from different fellowships to
meet to discuss—even debate—their differences civilly in a loving,
accepting and forgiving spirit? (Even within organizations, such dis-
cussion is too rare.)

And can they not, while fellowshipping, also solidify their agree-
ments and mutual bond to the cause of Christ?

I think it is possible. At least that is what we have attempted to
do over the years with our One
God Seminars. We have had 12 of
them, beginning in Seattle in 2002.
The most recent was in 2013, also
in Seattle.

For our seminar series we chose
an important doctrine upon which
there is legitimate disagreement,
historically and currently, to prac-
tice our commitment toward grow-
ing in knowledge and truth.

Our commonalty in this partic-
ular instance is to more fully un-
derstand the nature of God and of His Son, Jesus Christ.

Definitions of oneness

The proposition we present is that there is but one God. We
must be careful in our definitions because some define God as three
persons, two persons or one person—or a family of persons. We
define God as one unique, sovereign, uncreated, eternal, supreme
being-personality: the Father, the Creator, the One True God.

We define Christ as the Son of God, born of a virgin, who died
and was resurrected, our Savior, now glorified at the right hand of
God, crowned Lord of all creation under the Father.

We maintain that Christ is not God and did not exist before the
biblical account of His origin.

He was, however, central to God’s great plan of salvation con-
ceived before the world began. That He called Himself the Son of
God and is everywhere in the New Testament called such speaks to
the fact that He is other than God: He is His Son.

Early-church monotheism

We challenge our brethren in the Churches of God to reevaluate
their position on this important, seminal teaching. Our purpose is
not to criticize or start a new church or movement but strictly a
pursuit of truth, of growing in the fullness of the knowledge of God.

I know that sounds rather high-minded, but it happens to be our
true motive. We acknowledge that we do not have all the answers,
and there remain legitimate arguments against our positions deserv-
ing of respectful consideration. Ours is not a closed creed but an
ongoing road of discovery.

One of the strengths of the COG tradition has been its commit-
ment to Scripture and willingness to entertain new truth and a
desire to continue to grow in biblical knowledge and understanding.

The good old ways

You old-timers remember with me the days of old when
Pentecost was always on a Monday, when divorce was not forgivable,
rendering remarriage impossible, when going to doctors was a sin
for all but the most high-ranking ministers, when hypertithing was
commanded, when makeup was a sinful sign of harlotry, when
America’s highways would be desolate by 1972 as we loaded into
747s bound for Petra, when, may we all be forgiven, God’s govern-
ment on earth flowed out from a town in Southern California.

Some of us were fired or disfellowshipped (or both) for suggest-
ing some of these teachings had problems.

Weight of teaching

Even evangelistic Trinitarians concede the Old Testament is
strictly monotheistic, with no hint of two or more Gods. That

means two thirds of the
Word of God teaches but
one unique God.

The New Testament is
not another story. With
the exception of just a few
sections of Paul’s letters
and some few verses from
the apostle John, the rest
of the NT is also thor-
oughly and strictly mono-
theistic.

So what do we have?
Approximately 98 percent of Scripture (probably more) either
assumes or teaches there is but one God.

Should such weight of teaching on the most important doctrine
in Scripture be so easily overthrown by a few passages in John’s or
Paul’s various writings?

Logic and common sense would teach caution. We must ask if we
have properly understood these passages: Are there better contex-
tual interpretations to these few disputed texts? The latest and best
of modern scholarship says there are.

Our 12 seminars have discussed some of them. Can we keep an
open mind to at least weigh the evidence?

Ken Westby

Do We Really Have Two Gods? Or Just One God?

The Association for Christian Development
27013 Pacific Hwy. S., #400, Des Moines, WA 98198 • www.Godward.org • acd@Godward.org

This is presented by the Association for Christian
Development. Dial in for services of A Virtual Church,
sponsored by the ACD, every Sabbath at 11 a.m.
Pacific, 1 p.m. Central and 2 p.m. Eastern time. Just
dial 1-916-233-0562. Visit godward.org for infor-
mation about future One God Seminars.

Our 12 One God Seminars have
presented debate without gunfight
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B
ible study can be learned in many ways.
One is to attack Scripture by beginning
with Genesis and concluding with the book
of Revelation—the Al-
pha (the beginning) to

the end (the Omega).
Sounds good, but is it true

when so much is symbolic, filled
with metaphors and idioms?

Many begin with doctrines
and leave the rest out as filler.
Doctrinal study ends in strife
and debate. The way out of
strife and debate is to realize
that, biblically, God strives to
view Scripture as two major
events, Big and Little.

Any Book

Picking up a book without
reading it can tell you the
theme (through its title and
table of contents) and some-
thing about the story and how
its purpose is achieved. But the
book, until you read it, is com-
pletely uninteresting and dull.
You cannot grasp its purpose.
To do that, you must read it.

The Greatest Mystery

The Bible has two major di-
visions you must be aware of
before you can even begin to
understand what it is telling
you. Scripture is the mystery
of all mysteries. No mystery
ever given or written is so
complex to perceive. It is truly
beyond human reason.

Thankfully, God has plainly
told you that you can under-
stand Scripture only by split-

ting it in half like dividing a tree in its middle. Trees
are symbolic in the Word Of God, as Christ foretold.

Jesus proclaimed that one can know false
prophets (false teachers) by the fruit they produce.
Even further, Jesus asked, “Do men gather grapes of
thorns, or figs of thistles?” (Matthew 7:16).

The Savior goes on: “Even so every good tree
brings forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree brings forth
evil [harmful] fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil
fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
Every tree that brings not forth good fruit is hewn
down and cast into the fire. Therefore by their fruits
[healthy or not] you shall know them” (verses 17-20).

Greek defines as “good” the leaving out of no one
Art Mokarow

By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
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or no thing. All the trees in the Garden of Eden are
good.

This includes the Tree of Life and all the edible
trees. Compare this with the Tree of Good and Evil,
leading to death. All trees are good in some way, but
the best is the Tree of Life.

The Way of God

The Tree of Good and Evil produces death be-
cause of its total reliance for its interpretation
on human reason, which
is idolatry. The idola-
try of human reason
makes mankind god
rather than God the
Father in heaven.

Besides the Tree of
Life, which stands unique, the other trees,
except the death tree (the Tree of Good and Evil),
comprise a mixture of good and evil. By watching
the little picture—the tiny things—one can gain ac-
cess to the Tree of Life: the Holy Spirit of God.

That is why Satan asked Eve if she was free to eat
of all the trees in the Garden. The Tree of Life from
the beginning could have been eaten, imparting eter-
nal life as a gift. So why eat any of the other trees?
That was Satan’s real question.

Eve picked the Tree of Good and Evil because it
looked delicious and she would not need God or
Adam if she could understand good and evil. She
would be totally in charge of herself.

She wanted to be her own boss without the need
to rely on anyone’s advice or thinking. In reality, she
wanted to be God, which truly is idolatry, listening
only to herself.

Eve was the transgressor, as Paul told Timothy (I
Timothy 2:14).

As stated, Adam was not deceived, but he fol-
lowed his wife and therefore sinned even though
he knew better. Adam, then, by the decree of God
was made her lord, her master, to keep her safe
from Satan.

Big and Small Picture

All the rest of the trees—including the Tree of
Life, a big thing in the midst of the little things—do
not produce death. Only the idolatry of wanting to
be right through one’s own mind and interpretation
brings certain death.

Bible study—first the big picture and then the
little picture—reveals all the details that will lead
to life.

Doctrines, prophecy, sacrifices, the laws and on
and on, the small things,
are trees but do not
include the big picture,
which is eternal life in
the Kingdom of God.

From the beginning,
the Creation could have

lived eternally as sons of God in the Kingdom of
God—simply by eating of the other trees except for
the Tree of Good and Evil.

Big Picture First

Symbolically, eating of the other trees could have
taken a lot longer but, finally, the Creation could
have eaten the Tree of Life and become eternal.

The big picture comes first, followed by the little
picture. Bible study leads to these three elements:
knowledge, to wisdom, to understanding.

The three witnesses of God (knowledge, wisdom
and understanding) make you innocent by the blood
of Christ.

Keeping the faith leads you to life evermore in the
Kingdom of God as His sons. Jesus Christ gave you
the example. You can be “In Christ” solving the
Mystery of God, which is “Christ—In You” (Colos-
sians 1:27).

That is the way and the will of God, just as Christ
lived by every word of God (Matthew 4:4).
Anything less—Bible study relying on human
nature and its private interpretation—never works.

The only way that works is to be led by the Holy
Spirit of God (II Peter 1:20-21).

www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

Knowledge, Wisdom
and Understanding

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

The three witnesses of God (knowledge,
wisdom and understanding) make you

innocent by the blood of Christ.
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T here has been enough deception in
God’s Church. If you come across
anything here that is not backed up
by Christ’s inspired words, His per-

sonal example and God’s word, read no fur-
ther. 1 Peter 2:21” ‘For even hereunto were
ye called: because Christ also suffered for
us, leaving us an example, that ye should
follow his steps.’ But if you recognise the
truth, and it conflicts with your practice,
beware, because, though the Churches listed in
Revelation Chapters 2 and 3 remained God’s
Church in Christ’s eyes, all but one needed to
repent of false doctrine, as individuals, or lose
their place in the first resurrection.

Jesus Christ kept the true Holy Days. He
had instituted those days for us and each
one illustrates a stage in God’s plan for
mankind. Christ died for us as our Passover
lamb on the true Passover day. He ascended
to His Father in heaven on Wave Sheaf day,
the day after the Sabbath during Unleavened
Bread. He was pictured by the Firstfruit Wave
Sheaf which the High Priest waved before
the Lord, in the temple. 1 Corinthians 15:20,
23, ‘But now is Christ risen from the
dead, and become the firstfruits of them
that slept . . . But every man in his own
order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward
they that are Christ’s at his coming.’

This sheaf was the first sheaf cut from the
Spring barley harvest in Israel. Christ was the
first of that firstfruit harvest. The rest of that
early harvest pictures the faithful Saints who
will take part in the first resurrection,
Revelation 14:4: ‘These are they which
were not defiled with women; for they
are virgins. These are they which follow
the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These
were redeemed from among men
[Greek: ‘bought from the men’], being
the firstfruits unto God and to the Lamb.’

When, then, does that resurrection take
place? Remember, each Holy Day pictures a
stage in God’s Plan. Do the scriptures inform
us? Most of us have been led to believe that
it will take place at the Feast of Trumpets, at
the end of the Great Tribulation, but is that
logical when we are talking about the har-
vest of the firstfruits? After all, the Feast of
Trumpets represents the day on which Christ
returns as King of Kings, with His Bride, to
defeat this world’s armies and establish His
kingdom here on earth.

One neglected chapter in the book of
Revelation provides the answer. The harvest
of the firstfruits is described in Revelation
14:14-15, ‘And I looked, and behold a
white cloud, and upon the cloud one sat
like unto the Son of man, having on his
head a golden crown, and in his hand a
sharp sickle. And another angel [The
fourth angel mentioned in this chapter]
came out of the temple, crying with a
loud voice to him that sat on the cloud,
Thrust in thy sickle, and reap: for the
time is come for thee to reap; for the
harvest of the earth is ripe.’

The same chapter shows that this event
occurs just after the martyrdom of Saints and
prior to and quite separate from the second
harvest mentioned here, the Great tribulation,
which directly follows, where most of human-
ity perish, verses 17, 18-19. Verse 17: ‘And
another angel [the fifth angel] came out of
the temple which is in heaven, he also
having a sharp sickle.’ Verse 18: ‘And
another angel [the sixth angel of this chap-
ter] came out from the altar, which had
power over fire; and cried with a loud cry
to him that had the sharp sickle, saying,
Thrust in thy sharp sickle, and gather the
clusters of the vine of the earth; for her
grapes are fully ripe. And the angel thrust

in his sickle into the earth, and gathered
the vine of the earth, and cast it into
the great winepress of the wrath of
God.’ . . . ’ (Isaiah 24:6: ‘Therefore hath
the curse devoured the earth, and they
that dwell therein are desolate: there-
fore the inhabitants of the earth are
burned, and few men left.’)

Here we have seen directly from Christ’s
words (Revelation 1:1) a strong indication
that Christ’s Firstfruits will be resurrected at
the time of the firstfruit harvest, just as
Christ was, and prior to the Great
Tribulation! But that is not all! God’s Plan is
clear and simple if we will actually put all of
Christ’s words together!

Where do we find another Biblical event
which confirms that the return of Christ for
his saints occurs prior to the Great
Tribulation? We find it in the Sixth Seal,
Revelation 6:12-17. Here, Christ arrives visible
to all on the earth, sitting on His Throne, in the
Heavens, verse 16: ‘And said to the moun-
tains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb.’
This is just after the heavenly signs, verses 12-
14: ‘And I beheld when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great
earthquake; and the sun became black as
sackcloth of hair, and the moon became
as blood; And the stars of heaven fell
unto the earth, even as a fig tree casteth
her untimely figs, when she is shaken of
a mighty wind. And the heaven departed
as a scroll when it is rolled together; and
every mountain and island were moved
out of their places.’ We find exactly the
same event in Joel 2:30-32, ‘And I will shew
wonders in the heavens and in the earth,
blood, and fire, and pillars of smoke.’ The
sun shall be turned into darkness, and
the moon into blood, before the great
and the terrible day of the LORD come.
And it shall come to pass, that whosoev-
er shall call on the name of the LORD shall
be delivered: for in mount Zion and in
Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the
LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom
the LORD shall call.’ And in Matthew 24:29-
30: ‘Immediately after the tribulation
of those days shall the sun be dark-
ened, and the moon shall not give her
light, and the stars shall fall from heav-
en, and the powers of the heavens shall
be shaken: And then shall appear the
sign of the Son of man in heaven: and
then shall all the tribes of the earth
mourn, and they shall see the Son of man
coming in the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory.’ (As we will see,
‘the tribulation of those days’ was confused
by the Church with ‘the Great tribulation.’)

What happens after the heavenly signs?
The resurrection of the firstfruits, verse 31:
‘And he shall send his angels with a great
sound of a trumpet, and they shall gath-
er together his elect from the four winds,
from one end of heaven to the other.’

Remember, all this occurs at the Sixth Seal,
not at the end of the Seventh! Notice that
there still remain those left behind who keep
the Commandments of God, Revelation 12:17:
‘And the dragon was wroth with the
woman, and went to make war with the
remnant of her seed, which keep the com-
mandments of God, and have the testimo-
ny of Jesus Christ.’ They must wash their
robes during the Seventh Seal, the Great
Tribulation, because they were not found faith-
ful enough at that time to take part in the first
resurrection, Revelation 7:14: ‘These are they
which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made

them white in the blood of the Lamb.’ The
Great Tribulation does not start until the Sev-
enth Seal is opened, in chapter eight.

How long are those faithful Saints, who
did understand and follow Christ’s instruc-
tions, protected and nourished during the
Great Tribulation? Revelation 12:14: ‘And to
the woman were given two wings of a
great eagle, that she might fly into the
wilderness, into her place, where she is
nourished for a time, and times, and
half a time, from the face of the ser-
pent.’ (See the ‘Division of the Saints,’ on
our End Time Tab.) Answer—for three and a
half years—the duration of the Seventh Seal,
the Great Tribulation. What annual event
occurs at the very start of that period of time
in Israel?—The start of the harvest of first-
fruit barley, when Jesus Christ ascended to
His Father, another confirmation of the tim-
ing of the first resurrection!

It is also halfway through Daniel’s 70th
week that the faithful servants of God are
finally prevented from continuing their God
given warning role to the world, by the
Beast, or Anti-Christ, Daniel 9:27: ‘And he
shall confirm the covenant with many
for one week: and in the midst of the
week he shall cause the [their] sacrifice
and the offering to cease, and for the
overspreading of abominations he shall
make it desolate, even until the con-
summation, and that determined shall
be poured upon the desolate.’

The first five Seals then, occur before this
point and the closely following resurrection, and
are called by Jesus Christ, “the tribulation
of those days,” in Matthew 24:29. Almost all
of the first 31⁄2 years of that tribulation are years
of war, famine, pestilence and persecution, but
they arrive quite unexpectedly to those in
God’s Church who have been deceived into
expecting only a 31⁄2 year tribulation in total,
which, we know, will be introduced by the inva-
sion of the Middle East by the Beast, in Daniel
12:40-41: ‘And at the time of the end shall
the king of the south push at him: and the
king of the north shall come against him
like a whirlwind, with chariots, and with
horsemen, and with many ships; and he
shall enter into the countries, and shall
overflow and pass over. He shall enter also
into the glorious land, and many countries
shall be overthrown: but these shall escape
out of his hand, even Edom, and Moab, and
the chief of the children of Ammon.’

Long before that though, some 220 days
after the start of the last seven years (Daniel
8:13-14), Israel, that is America and Britain,
who have behaved as Babylon, fall, at God’s
hands, and the world descends into war and
chaos, Revelation 14:8: ‘And there fol-
lowed another angel [2nd angel] saying,
Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great
city, because she made all nations drink
of the wine of the wrath of her fornica-
tion.’ Revelation 18:8, 21: ‘Therefore shall
her plagues come in one day, death, and
mourning, and famine; and she shall be
utterly burned with fire: for strong is the
Lord God who judgeth her . . . And a
mighty angel took up a stone like a
great millstone, and cast it into the sea,
saying, Thus with violence shall that
great city Babylon be thrown down, and
shall be found no more at all.’

This is the start of ‘the time of Jacob’s
trouble,’ we have long expected at the End-
Time, Jeremiah 30:7, 24: ‘Alas! for that day
is great, so that none is like it: it is even
the time of Jacob’s trouble; but he shall
be saved out of it . . . The fierce anger of
the LORD shall not return, until he have
done it, and until he have performed the

intents of his heart: in the latter days
ye shall consider it.’ The previous 220 days
will have enabled God’s faithful, who are
capable, to escape the fall and captivity (verse
3), and follow Christ’s instructions in Revela-
tion 18:4 (Etc.—See the End—Time tab),
‘And I heard another voice from heaven,
saying, Come out of her, my people,
that ye be not partakers of her sins, and
that ye receive not of her plagues.’

This fall, and the consequent war and cha-
os, is part of the Second Seal of Revelation
6, quite different from the fall of spiritual
Babylon, the great false church of chapter
17, which, as we know, only falls towards the
end of the Seventh Seal, the Great
Tribulation. Rome is not the [greatest?] trad-
ing city on earth, nor is it a port, to be
thrown down by water (verses 18, 21. Read
the article, ‘What Is Babylon?’).

Only those who have looked directly to
Jesus Christ and His word will be prepared
for that fall. Only those who have followed
His example and His practice will clearly
understand His Plan as revealed by the true
Holy Days He kept. The Hebrew calendar, as
kept by the Church of God, simply did not
exist then. It is merely one of the traditions
of men which Jesus Christ condemned. Only
those who are not confused by the false sce-
nario, which does not permit an understand-
ing of the true chronology of the harvest of
God’s Firstfruits, will carry out God’s will
when the first angel flies, Revelation 14:6-7:
‘And I saw another angel fly in the midst
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel
to preach unto them that dwell on the
earth, and to every nation, and kindred,
and tongue, and people, Saying with a
loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to
him; for the hour of his judgment is
come: and worship him that made heav-
en, and earth, and the sea, and the foun-
tains of waters.’ (Look to those Divine
instructions on our End Time Tab.)

Those who have been deceived into fol-
lowing the traditions of men, and to relying
upon the man-made End Time scenario com-
mon throughout the Church of God, which
cannot be reconciled with the Bible or the
Holy Days, will have been led into a tragic
fate, Matthew 25:10: ‘And while they went
to buy, the bridegroom came; and they
that were ready went in with him to
the marriage: and the door was shut.’

Christ is knocking on your door, from out-
side the Church! Revelation 3:20: ‘Behold, I
stand at the door and knock. If anyone
hears my voice and opens the door, I
will come in to him and eat with him,
and he with me.’ He longs for His people to
be faithful and prepared. Will you replace the
man or men you follow with your Saviour,
and begin to look directly to Him and His
words, to at last find and understand His
instructions about where to go, and what to
do when the First Angel flies, or will you con-
tinue to look to the branches rather than the
Vine? You are already joined to Christ, so put
deception aside, leave idolatry behind, and
open your mind to His word and example!

You will have noticed that the Ozwitness
articles bear no one’s name. Why? Because
they are not designed to gain a following,
form an organisation or gain donations.
Ozwitness does not claim to be a prophet,
but simply one of God’s ministers encourag-
ing you to weigh your current beliefs against
the scriptures like the Bereans (Acts 17:11)
and look directly to Jesus Christ, rather than
a man, in the hope that we might all be pre-
pared and faithful to our calling when Jesus
Christ returns for His Bride.

—Ozwitness

Led Into Deception

www.ozwitness.net/
Click on the ‘Media’ tab for the Abib film about the Firstfruit harvest
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Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

True Church today?
Where Is the...

“And I will pray the Father,
and He will give you another

Helper, that It may abide
with you forever, even

the SPIRIT OF TRUTH . . . It
will GUIDE you into ALL TRUTH”

(John 14:16-17; 16:13).

Dear Brethren,

In this writing I am using excerpts from
a sermon given by God’s late apostle,
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, entitled:

“God’s Holy Spirit,” November 1981.
Though he has been dead for 28 years,
TRUTH never changes and neither does
God’s Holy Spirit! It is sincerely hoped this
sermon will give each member occasion to
seriously ponder the questions asked and
lead to whatever good changes are needed
in your life. —Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

God’s Spirit Dwelling in You
“. . . Romans 8:8: “So then they

that are in the flesh cannot please
God (that’s the natural, fleshly mind—the
way we’re born). Verse 9: “But you are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, IF so
be the Spirit of God dwells in you.”

__________
By Herbert W. Armstrong

Brethren, DOES THE SPIRIT OF GOD
DWELL IN YOU, AND HOW DO YOU
KNOW? I want to tell you that many

of you don’t know whether the Spirit of
God is dwelling in you or not.

Listen to me, brethren. I WANT TO WAKE
YOU UP! A lot of you don’t know that, and
your whole eternity is dependent upon it!

Romans 8:9: “You are NOT in the
flesh, but IN the Spirit (that’s Spirit with
a capital ‘S,’ meaning the Holy Spirit), if so
be that the Spirit of God dwells in
you.” IS the Spirit of God DWELLING IN YOU?

How do you know? What does the Spirit
of God dwelling in you do? What change
does that make, if any, in your life? Maybe
you have said, “I accept Christ.” You have
been baptized in water. You have been
received into the Church; and you say you
are a church member; you are even a
member even of God’s Church.

But IF the Spirit of Christ—the Holy
Spirit of God—is NOT dwelling in you, and
UNLESS you are being led by it and you are
following it, you are NOT a Christian.
You’re just a member of an organization.

Do you know what is the Spirit of God?
Did any change ever take place when the
Holy Spirit of God came into you? Now turn
to another verse, verse 14: Romans 8:14:
“As many as are led by the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God.”

Are you being LED by the Spirit of God?
Now, is that just something you talk
about? Or is it something real that has real-
ly happened and changed your life? Is your
life different? Is it led in a way by the Spirit

of God now that it was not before your con-
version? How do you know what is the
Holy Spirit? How do you know whether
you have received the Holy Spirit? . . .

I THINK WE DON’T FULLY UNDERSTAND, AND
I WANT TO GET THIS CHURCH ON THE TRACK! I
want you to be able to rise and meet Christ
in the air, and to be changed from mortal
to immoral, from human to Divine so that
you are an immortal Divine Being when
you meet Christ in the air. And I am afraid
that many of you ARE NOT GOING TO MAKE IT!
Listen to me! I’m talking to YOU, brethren.

What good does it do me to pour out my
heart to your IF you don’t listen, IF you
don’t believe? Jesus came and preached to
thousands, and only 120 out of those
many thousands believed what He said,
“They didn’t come to listen to what I
said. They just came to get their bel-
lies filled” [John 6:22-26].

Take a look at me: I’m nothing! I’m a
nobody! Except as the Word of God is in
me and unless Christ is using me I’m noth-
ing. You’re nothing. But we can all become
something through Christ Jesus, but ONLY
IF we have the Spirit of God. Otherwise, we
are NOT Christ’s.

And, brethren, I have been awakened
lately. I am afraid that MANY OF OUR PEOPLE
IN THE CHURCH COME AND SIT HERE, AND LIS-
TEN! They don’t really comprehend the
message, and they are NOT Christ’s at all!
They are NOT really Christian. They are NOT
going to meet Christ in the air, and He’s
coming in this generation.

I WANT YOU TO TAKE THIS SERIOUSLY,
BRETHREN. I don’t know how I can . . . All I
can do is shout at you, or something, and
hope that some of you will get the mes-
sage. You need a shaking up! You just
need to have someone shake you, and
shake something into you.

I think a lot of you are like you read back
here in Ezekiel [33:30-33], where it says
“the people come, and they come as
God’s people. Yeah, they’re members of
the Church. And it’s a prophecy for our day.
And they listen to God’s ministers, and
they sit there as God’s people. And
they’ll hear your words. And, lo, you
are unto them as one that is playing a
beautiful instrument, or singing a
beautiful song (although they don’t hear
the words of get something out of it). They
hear your words, but they don’t under-
stand them, they don’t do anything about
it. It makes no difference in their lives.
They come as God’s people. They hear
your words, but they do them not!” It
doesn’t mean anything to them.

Romans 8:14: “As many as are LED
by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God.” Now, what does that mean
being led by the Holy Spirit? . . . Do you see
that light bulb in there? That’s like you if
the Spirit of God is not in you. The Spirit of
God comes. Does it make any difference?
It changed the light bulb, didn’t it? Do you

know the Spirit of God in you will change
you as much as that electric current com-
ing in there changed that light bulb? Has
anything taken hold of you and CHANGED
you that much? Or are you still just the
same as you were, but you’ve just joined
an organization? You just sit there as
God’s people? Brethren, your just sitting
there in a seat is not going
to get you into the King-
dom of God. It just is not!

Brethren, take the para-
ble of the pounds and the
parable of the talents. The
one who was given one and
did nothing with it, when
Christ comes, He will take
away the one you had if you
haven’t increased it. If you
have not grown spiritually—
in spiritual knowledge and
in the spiritual way of LIV-
ING so that you have actually LIVED a differ-
ent way—you will lose out entirely; and you
will BURN UP in the final Lake of Fire. You
will never be in the Kingdom of God . . .

The Spirit of God IMPREGNATES you
with Divine Life. . . . But listen! You are
like an embryo in your mother’s womb, as
you were at one time; and you haven’t
grown even grown large enough to be
called a fetus yet. That takes four months,
when your body began to take on human
form and shape. IF you were not fed on the
physical food, you wouldn’t have grown
physically; and your mother would have
had a miscarriage. You would have never
been born. You would have died inside of
her body; and she’d had to get rid of you,
already dead. That is an exact type. You
have to GROW in the Spirit and in the
knowledge of Jesus Christ [II Peter 3:18].

Brethren, listen to me . . . When you are
converted, then you begin YOUR REAL EDU-
CATION! . . . And you feed on spiritual
knowledge, and the Word of God is that
spiritual knowledge. You feed on the Word
of God, instead of material food. And IF you
are not studying the Word of God, If you are
not being educated EVERY DAY OF YOUR LIFE
like you are starting school all over again,
you are only starting in the first grade.

As a matter of fact, you are hardly in the
first grade yet. You are only in the kinder-
garten spiritually, when you are convert-

ed. And IF you don’t go on studying SPIRI-
TUALLY AND SPIRITUAL KNOWLEDGE . . .
the Holy Spirit OPENS your mind to com-
prehend it. Before that, you couldn’t have
understood it anyway. But when the Spirit
of God comes, you can begin to under-
stand it; and it will REVEAL that knowledge.

Now, it is the Impregnation of Divine
Life; but it is only a start,
if you go on. But you must
grow, and grow, and grow
EVERY DAY OF YOUR LIFE. Do
you know more spiritual-
ly, do you have more spir-
itual knowledge than you
did a month ago? Most of
you don’t, brethren. . . .

SHAME ON YOU! You
won’t make it into the
Kingdom of God IF you
don’t change that! Am I
wearing myself out, tell-

ing you that? Are you going to go away
heedless, paying no attention? Nobody
else gets up in front of you and tells you
this. I’m the only minister that God has
that can talk to you this way; and you had
better OPEN your ears and your MINDS and
your HEARTS, AND LISTEN or you won’t
make it into the Kingdom of God. I’m
telling you.

The Holy Spirit then is the POWER that
OPENS your mind to comprehend spiritual
TRUTH. . . . We are going to school every
day we live. And you gain in spiritual
knowledge through the Word of God and,
believe it or not (and listen), through
PRAYER. How much do you pray? And by
listening to the Word of God as God’s [true
and faithful] ministers give it to you. . . .
But we need to grow in spiritual knowledge.

I make it plain. You can understand what
God says to you through me. I’m trying to
make it very simple, and plain, and very
clear—you can understand it. And, IF you
don’t accept it, that’s your fault; not mine.

The Holy Spirit in you will begin to
OPEN your mind, but you MUST GROW in
grace and in the knowledge of Jesus
Christ. That is the last two verses of Peter
(II Peter 3:18). Now next to that, once
you see and understand the TRUTH of
God, you have to USE your own will to
say, “That’s the way I will live. And I will
try to DO it that way.”

Editor’s comment: To make room for this sermon to fit into an article it was
necessary to edit out a large portion from it. However, what was removed did
not take away from the continuity of the subject matter. Those who would like
to have the complete sermon can either read it in our July-August-September
2014 Philadelphia Remnant Magazine. See www.cog-ff.com, or
write or call and it will be mailed to you on a CD or cassette.

—Alton B. (Don) Billingsley

— Personal from Alton ‘Don’ Billingsley—
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Atonement

Each of God’s seven annual Sabbath ‘feasts’ pictures a sequence of steps
in God’s plan for human salvation. For example, the third annual Sabbath
in the year is Pentecost. Pentecost commemorates the giving of God’s
Spirit to faithful worshipers. Those who do receive the Spirit are ‘marked’
as belonging to God. They have trusted and worshiped Him only (John
4:23 / Acts 2:1-4).

Receipt of God’s Spirit also allows an individual to understand deeper
things of God (John 14:17 / 1 Corinthians 2:10). With it they are able to
grow in grace and knowledge. The Spirit leads only to truth (John 16:13).

Under the Old Covenant, the blood of goats, calves and doves was pre-
sented to God when someone sinned and asked forgiveness for their error.
There is a New Covenant today that was brought about by Jesus Christ.
Once he came no more would the blood of animals be used. What is
acceptable now is the blood Jesus shed upon his death (Hebrews 9:12-22).

The Day of Atonement is the fifth high Sabbath in each year. ‘Atonement’
is an English synonym of the Hebrew word kaphar indexed in Strong’s
Concordance as OT #3722. A synonym is a word that has the same (or
almost same) meaning as a collection of other words. The original
Hebrew meanings for kaphar are: cover (over); expiate; condone; pla-
cate; cancel. When someone is given kaphar they have been ‘covered’ by
something (Romans 5:11).

The penalty for sinning was established by God in the beginning at
Creation. Adam and Eve had been told not to touch a specific kind of
fruit or they would die. But they touched and died.

According to the biblical record, humanity during the time of Noah had
a much longer life span than people do today. Methuselah, Noah’s
grandfather, is recorded as the longest living human at 969 years
(Genesis 5:27).

But humanity during Noah’s time was a nasty bunch. Their wickedness
was so great every imagination of their thoughts and heart was only evil
continually. The Lord God was ‘grieved in His heart’ (Strong’s OT #5162
= to sigh in sorrow; rue) because of their evil activities (Genesis 6:5-6).

When God decided to eliminate evil humanity, Noah was observed as
different. Noah found ‘grace’ (Strong’s OT #2580 = favor) in God’s eyes
and he and his extended family would be spared from the flood of
waters God was going to send. Obviously the penalty for sinning had not
changed from Adam and Eve as all the other humans alive at the time
died in the Flood.

The penalty for sinning remains the same still today because God does
not change (1 John 2:4 / John 1:29). Someday every person will die
because all have sinned.

God has great love for His human creation. Mercifully He has provided a
way people can avoid permanent death. Their sins can be ‘covered’ and
when that occurs they have a chance for continuance as a spiritual Being
(Romans 3:23).

God’s son, Jesus, came to the earth with an offer of reconciliation (John
6:39 / 1 John 4:14). Jesus would become an advocate, a mediator, for
any individual who would admit they had sinned, cease from sinning,
and spiritually present to God the blood Jesus spilled upon his death as
‘payment’ allowing their sin to be canceled.

There are people today who blame the devil for all their troubles. It has
been heard said: “The devil made me do it.” That is nothing more than
a weak attempt to avoid personal responsibility for breaking God’s rules.
Sin remains the transgression of God’s Law (1 John 3:4), and sinning
means permanent death unless kaphar occurs.

The apostle Paul told the early New Covenant churches they had been
justified by Christ’s spilled blood. “God commended His love toward us,

in that, while we were yet sinners Christ died for us. Much more, then,
being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
him because we are reconciled to God. We joy in God through Jesus
Christ by whom we have received the atonement” (Romans 5:8-11).
“There is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus, who gave himself a ransom for all” (1 Timothy 2:5-6 /
Hebrew 10:10 / Ephesians 2:13-19 / Colossians 1:20-22).

Under the rules of the Old Covenant, once a year on the 10th day of the
seventh month the high priest would take two goats and present them
before The Lord at the door of the Tabernacle of the congregation. The
priest would cast lots upon the goats, one lot for The Lord, the other lot
for a scapegoat.

The goat upon which The Lord’s lot fell would be killed and offered as a
sin offering. The goat upon which the lot fell to be the scapegoat would
be presented alive before The Lord to make an atonement with The Lord
(Leviticus 16:7-10).

The priest would lay both hands on the head of the scapegoat and con-
fess over it the iniquities of the Children of Israel. The scapegoat then
would be sent away into a wilderness, a land not inhabited (Leviticus
16:21-22).

Catholics teach that Satan the devil is a goat, or at least has goat-like
legs and feet. But in both Genesis and Revelation, the devil is described
as a ‘serpent.’ There is a lot of difference between a leg-less serpent and
a four-legged goat.

Furthermore, both goats were used on the 10th day of the seventh
month ceremony to make an atonement for the sins of the people
(Leviticus 16:29-30). Never would the high priest have made a sacrifice
to (or for) the devil (Leviticus 17:7).

Regardless the popularity of the idea, the Day of Atonement has nothing to
do with the locking up of the devil during the time of the Millennial
Kingdom. The Day of Atonement is a feast of God and its purpose is to
remember God has provided a way to escape permanent death. That escape
can only occur because of the blood sacrifice Jesus made as the atonement.

Some religious groups go around asking: “Do you know the lord?” They
do ask a good question. Knowing Jesus died to save sinners is important.

But there is an even more important question: “Does Christ know you?”
Will Jesus testify to his Father on your behalf? To gain access into God’s
holy city one needs his testimony that he knows an individual and their
mistakes have been covered (Revelation 12:17).

It is entirely possible some reading this true purpose for the Day of Atone-
ment still will think the holy day marks Satan’s jailing. If so, please consid-
er this last thought. With a certainty Satan the devil will be restrained dur-
ing the time of the Millennial Kingdom. The Bible says so. Then what?

When the Millennium comes to an end, Satan will be freed from con-
finement and once again allowed to prey upon humanity (Revelation
20:17). What purpose and meaning will the Sabbath of Atonement have
then? Will the most solemn high Sabbath of the year become a com-
memoration of the freeing of the Adversary?

Think about it. Atonement is a feast of The Lord. God does not celebrate
evil (Leviticus 23:3).

★ ★ ★

Catholics say a scapegoat is one who is guilty. English dictionaries say a
scapegoat is one who is innocent. Which is correct? Leviticus 16:10 says
the scapegoat must be acceptable with God. The devil definitely is not!
For further study, request a copy of the free booklet: The Scapegoat.

Ministry Publications • P.O. Box 715 • Cottonwood, AZ 86326 USA
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H
ere are some
thoughts prompt-
ed by a recent
editorial in The

Journal about the peoples living
in Palestine today who are
referred to as Israeli Jews.

There were two basic types of
Jews in Palestine in the first cen-
tury: (1) Israelites (mostly Judah
and Benjamin) and their prose-
lytes and (2) Herodian Jews
(those of the family of Edom).

The Israelite Jews were
defeated in war with Rome in 70
A.D. As a result, all Israelite Jews
were banished from the borders
of the Roman Empire.

However, when they were
gone there remained thousands
of Jews: those of the Herodian
Edomites who were allowed to

remain in the land (mostly in
Egypt) as a result of their sup-
porting Rome against the
Israelite Jews in the war.

In 132 A.D. a large number
of the Egyptian Edomite Jews
were defeated by Rome, in their

rebellion over circumcision.
These Edomite Jews also were
banned from the borders of
Rome, though many thousands
of others were allowed to
remain: those who had not
resisted Rome.

A majority of the Edomite
Jews who left Roman territory
settled in northern Turkey. There
they became known as Ashke-
nazis because this was the area
first settled by one of Japheth’s
sons, Ashkenaz.

When the Arabs invaded
Parthia in the 300s, the Edomite/
Ashkenazi Jews migrated along
with the tribes of Israel, making
their way to their present home-
lands, while the Edomite Jews
migrated to the steppes of Russia.

In Russia these Edomites
became known as Khazars. (See
the best-selling book The Thir-
teenth Tribe: The Khazar Empire
and Its Heritage by Jewish novel-
ist and historian Arthur Koestler.)
And they lived there until the

Mongol invasions from the East,
when they had to migrate into
East and Central Europe.

There they remained until
after the 1850s, when Otto von
Bismarck, in uniting the hun-
dreds of divided German peoples

into one nation, caused the
migration of the Edomite Jews
once again, mostly back to their
former home in the steppes of
Russia. (See Fiddler on the Roof.)

They were again cast out of
the steppes, and most migrated
back to the West. A large number
again settling in Eastern and
Central Europe, with many
migrating into the lands of Israel,
especially the United States.

It is those Edomite Jews who
were left in Europe who became
the victims of the Holocaust, and
it is they who now dwell in
Jerusalem and Judah.

Please keep these points in
mind when discussing the events
of the past and the present that
did take place within the borders
of Rome and are taking place.

The 13th tribe?

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —

In Russia these Edomites became known
as Khazars, and they lived there until
the Mongol invasions from the East.

— Of Khazars and Ashkenazis —

A lesson from polygamy

★ www.CreatorsCovenant.org or .com ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

P olygamy, or more specifically plural
wives, is generally outlawed in the
Western world. That doesn’t mean

it has been completely abolished, but it is
hidden from general view. The few stories
that surface about it tend to indicate a
connection with abuse and teenage preg-
nancy. Certainly there have been abuses.
Is this inherent with plural wives or a
reflection of the man in charge?

Monogamous women, if not all West-
ern society, seem to be universally op-
posed to the thought of plural wives.
They’re entitled to their opinion, right?
Well, yes, but do we hold our opinion
above that of the Creator? Do we trust
the values of our society that shaped our
opinion above those of our Creator?

“If he takes another wife, he shall not
diminish her (the first wife) food, her clothing,
and her marriage rights” (Ex 21:10). At the
same time Israel was told don’t commit
adultery they were instructed how to
care for two wives.

“If a man entices a virgin who is not be-
trothed, and lies with her, he shall surely pay
the bride-price for her to be his wife” (Ex
22:16). There is no exception for a mar-
ried man. He just bought himself anoth-
er wife. Again, this instruction came at
the same time Israel was told not to com-

mit adultery. One must conclude that
having multiple wives is not adultery.

“If brothers dwell together, and one of them
dies and has no son, the widow of the dead man
shall not be married to a stranger outside the
family; her husband’s brother shall go in to her,
take her as his wife, and perform the duty
of a husband’s brother to her” (Deu 25:5).
Again, there is no exception if the broth-
er was already married. He was expected
to father a child for his brother. Their
firstborn would be considered the child
of the dead brother (vs. 6). This certainly
allows that there could be additional chil-
dren. She was to remain his wife.

Yes, Adam was told to cleave to his
wife. The intention is that the relation-
ship be permanent as Messiah said “. . .
what God has joined together, let not man sep-
arate” (Mat 19:6b). If Adam had been told
to cleave to his wives everyone would
think every man must have at least two.
That is not required.

Paul also indicated an elder should
have only one wife, but he didn’t say why.
Do we jump to the conclusion that plural
wives must be bad? Why do we do that?
Does the thinking come from the
instruction of our Creator or the influ-
ence of society?

Consider that according to Craig

Keener in And Marries Another (pg. 87)
(Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, Mass.
1991), multiple wives were illegal under
Roman law during the time of Paul. So
no one in Asia Minor where Timothy
and Titus were would have had multiple
wives. However, that law did not apply in
Judea. So if someone with multiple wives
from Judea had moved to a gentile area
he might be considered for the function
of elder. His marital situation, though,
would have been technically illegal and
might have offended the community at
large. This is more likely Paul’s concern
since his recommendation didn’t apply
to the indigenous population.

There are many scriptures that sup-
port a man’s option to have multiple
wives—Deuteronomy 21:15, Leviticus
18:18, II Samuel 12:8, Genesis 16:3 and
Jeremiah 3:8-14 to name a few. The les-
son we need to consider from this is how
tenaciously do we hold to our own opin-
ion, given the evidence of the instruction
of our Creator? Do we insist that plural
wives in Scripture were only begrudging-
ly allowed and it’s really inferior to hav-
ing just one wife, or can we look honest-
ly at our Maker’s instruction and realize
that He doesn’t see it as a problem unless

a man can’t afford it or he has so many
one is ignored?

Probably very few if any reading this
have the legal option to marry multiple
wives. The matter does not really con-
cern us. So why are plural wives univer-
sally condemned among us when our
Master tells us how to make it work?
Likely it is because we trust our own
opinion above that of our Master and
Maker. We don’t seek to understand how
He thinks about things. We are content
with how we look at things, not consid-
ering how our opinions were formed.

How many other matters have we decid-
ed for ourselves that don’t line up with the
thinking of our Maker? If we hold tena-
ciously to an opinion on this matter that is
really of no direct concern to us, will we
really seek His will in other matters that
we want decided to our own liking?

Will our Creator establish someone as
a judge on His behalf that doesn’t seek to
understand His perspective? Seek His
opinion, not your own or that of some-
one ordained of men. Examine carefully
His thinking so you can align your mind
with His. His commandments, His cove-
nant, are His ways.
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Assumptions were made that proved
biblically insupportable. For example:

The WCG’s term “spiritual Is-
rael” (not strictly biblical) does not
equate to this “Israel of God.”

The New Covenant, like the
Old, applies only to Israel (as the Bi-
ble clearly shows).

While everyone will in time be
shown the truth and offered eternal life
as part of this Israel, the process will
always involve both these covenants. 

To facilitate a falling away
This gap in knowledge was ex-

ploited (indirectly by Satan) to con-
fuse God’s people who are unable to
satisfactorily answer a few probing
objections, facilitating a prophesied
end-time church falling away.

God’s people need this understand-
ing to firmly refute the now well-
established satanic arguments that
will otherwise lead many to eternal
destruction. That is the book’s focus.

But it contains much more from
God’s Word.

It also includes facts I had never

heard asserted on other Bible topics
familiar to longtime Church of God
members.

Revisited facts
These I had revisited to see how

they dovetailed into the book’s core
findings or because I had heard appar-
ently scriptural objections being made
to WCG booklets from the Armstrong

era to check if they had merit.
This largely reinforced the veracity

of those booklets but also elicited
extra nuggets of Bible truth I had
never heard anyone expound. 

However, I could not include all
the newfound Bible material within
my book. That would have under-
mined its central focus (and further

expanded its already 350 tightly
packed business-letter-sized pages).

A dozen booklets
So I have created a series of 12

booklets, each dedicated to one of these
topics, incorporating these extra find-
ings. I see this as the best way to wide-
ly share the results of my Bible study.

Each booklet’s title asks one straight-

forward Bible question that it then
answers directly and comprehensively
from the Bible, covering all key vers-
es and confirming there are no Bible
contradictions between them.

By this means, each booklet reem-
phasizes that the Bible is truly the
Word of God (at a time when this very
idea is under attack even from within

some Christian circles) and reveals
the only Bible-supported answer.

All also include a final short chap-
ter looking at the eternal implications
for us.

The series title Surprising Answers
From Scripture lets you know the an-
swers will surprise mainstream Chris-
tian readers (including theologians)
while some of the material should

surprise even longtime Church of
God members.

Informed debates
The answers can also inform de-

bates that I have seen within the pages
of THE JOURNAL. For example, those
discussing the role of women in
church can discover extra dimensions

revealed by God’s Word in Why Should
Families Symbolize the Church and
Kingdom of God?

The booklets were released on Ama-
zon, including Kindle versions, in
April and May 2014.

Questions representing the topics
are as follows:

On which days was Christ cruci-
fied and resurrected?

Can we know the year of Christ’s
crucifixion?

Does the Bible’s creation account
accord with scientific discovery?

Was Christ crucified on a cross?
Why should families symbolize

the church and Kingdom of God?
Who should take the bread and

wine, and when?
Can we be born again during

this earthly life?
What annual festivals should

Christians celebrate?
Is there a Holy Spirit God person?
What is the true gospel?
When does the law end for a

Christian?
Should Christians celebrate a

weekly Sabbath?

The answers in the 12 booklets will surprise mainstream
Christian readers (including theologians) while some of the

material should surprise even longtime Church of God members.

12 booklets explore implications of Bible truths for believers
Continued from page 3

The Journal lists Feast sites for 2014
U.S. SITES
Arizona—Flagstaff: Church of

God Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, www.chur-
chofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-
5545. Phoenix: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, Wynn
Skelton (903) 736-5999.

California—Indian Wells: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Oceanside: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. Squaw Valley:
Guardian Ministries, David Antion,
www. davidantion.com

Colorado—Glenwood Springs:
Christian Church of God Grand
Junction, Mark Dalgart, (866) 202-
0748, staff@ccofgod.org.
Steamboat Springs: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Florida—Clearwater: CGI and
Church of God In Miami, Bill
Watson (330) 225-0478, Church of
God in Miami (305) 752-5275.
Destin: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.
Fort Walton Beach: CGI and
Common Faith Network,
www.commonfaithnetwork.com.
Melbourne: Assembly of
Yahweh, observance date: Call for
details John Rhodes, (352) 509-
7115 or (352) 209-5335, Don
Trumble, (352) 687-8160.
Panama City Beach: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Palm Beach
County: Florida Christian Church
of God, Neville Gilbert, jancgil
@aol.com, (561) 547-4952. Palm
Harbor: Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Pensacola:
Continuing Church of God, Bob
Thiel, cogwriter@aol.com.

Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Hawaii—Lihue, Kauai: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Kentucky—Land Between The
Lakes: CGI, James Pollitte (606)
742-2222.

Maryland—Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Lake of the
Ozarks: Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Lake of the

Ozarks: Season of Our Joy, Tim
Kelley, www.season-of-our-joy.com
or www.sooj.org.

Montana—Bigfork: UCG
(restricted site), http://feast.
ucg.org.

New Jersey—Cape Liberty:
Church of God Downers Grove,
Feast of Tabernacles Cruise, Ken
Svehla mosaic2016@aol.com,
(630) 968-6169.

Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Oregon—Bend-Redmond:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Seaside: Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org.

Pennsylvania—Tannersville:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org.

South Carolina—North Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgod-
bigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.

Tennessee—Jackson: Hungry
Hearts Ministries, P.O. Box 10334,
Jackson, Tenn. 38308; hungry-
heartsmin@aol.com. Pigeon
Forge: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Sevierville: Great Lakes COG,
rricker@glcg.net, (906) 440-3414.
Sevierville: The Church of God
Worldwide Ministries, (865) 774-
4600. Sevierville: Church of God
The Most High, Vincent Ogorek,
Ogorek Publishing, P. O. Box 929,
Lake Forest, Ill. 60045.

Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, www.chur-
chofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-
5545. Boerne: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org. New

Braunfels: UCG, http://feast.
ucg.org. San Antonio: COG San
Antonio and COG Outreach
Ministries, Julian Cruz, jcruz132@
satx.rr.com, (210) 333-7229.

Utah—Park City: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org.

Wisconsin—Wisconsin Dells:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Wisconsin Dells:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.

NON-U.S. SITES
Australia—Merimbula, New

South Wales: UCG, Matthew
Sieff, matthewsieff@gmail.com,
+61-2-4388-3463. Rockingham,

Western Australia: UCG, Matt
Sieff, matt_sieff@ucg.org.au,
+61-2-4388-3463. St. Helens,
Tasmania: UCG, Paul Vaughn,
paulvaughan@ucg.org.au, +61-3-
9746-0151. Sunshine Coast,
Queensland: UCG, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ucg.org.au.

Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck
Smith, freeportfot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991.

Barbados—Christ Church: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.

Brazil—Roraima: UCG, Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@
ucg.org, (513) 907-9774.

Canada—Canmore, Alberta:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Kelowna, British Columbia:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Penticton, British Columbia:
Living Church of God,
www.lcg.org. Midland, Ontario:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Charlottetown, Prince
Edward Island: Living Church of
God, www.lcg.org. Prince

Edward Island: UCG, http://
feast.ucg.org. Ottawa-
Gatineau, Ontario: Living
Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Cypress Hills, Saskatchewan:
Living Church of God, www.
lcg.org.

Chile—Olmue: UCG, Jaime
Gallardo, jgallardocasas@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org, (714)
533-9481.

Colombia—Cartagena: UCG,
Scott Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.
org, (704) 628-6383.

England—Great Malvern: Living

Church of God, www.lcg.org.
Torquay: UCG, see the website
at http://www.ucg.org.uk/
feastuk2014.html.

France—La Grande Motte: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org/site/
europe-france, Maryse Pebworth,
feastinfrance@gmail.com.

Germany—Schluchsee: UCG,
see the Web site at www.vkg.
org/fot.php.

Guatemala—Panajachel: UCG,
Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie,
mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

India—Jaipur: UCG, Ken Murray
aaaken@bigpond.com, +61-487-
408889.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, Carmelo
Anastasi, carmelo_anastasi@
feastinitaly.org.

Jamaica—Ocho Rios: CGI
Jamaica, Ian Boyne, P.O. Box 776,
Kingston 1, Jamaica, W.I.,
www.cgijamaica.org. Ocho Rios:
UCG, Chuck Smith, jamaicafot@

gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Kenya—Nakuru, Ogembo and

Nyanza Province (three sites):
UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.
Ndhiwa: Continuing Church of
God, Evans Ochieng,
evochieng74@gmail.com.

Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG,
Gracious Mpilangwe,
gracious_mpilangwe@ucg.org,
Victor Kubik, vic@kubik.org.

Malaysia—Penang: UCG, Don or
Dawn Goodger, d.goodger@
gotalk.net.au, (613) 9436-1359.

Mexico—Oaxtepec: Living Church
of God, www.lcg.org. Puerto
Vallarta: UCG, Gabriel Garcia,
vallarta@iduai.org, Mario
Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.

Nigeria—JABU Resort of
Arakeji of Ondo State: UGC,
Oludare Akinbo, oludare_
akinbo@ucg.org.

New Zealand—Nelson: UCG,
www.nelsonnz.com. Wellington:
Continuing Church of God, John
Hickey, john.h@vodafone.net.nz.

Philippines—Albuera, Leyte:
UCG, Jose Campos, campos_
jt@yahoo.com, +63-933-208-0625
or +63-998-496-9171. Baguio
City: UCG, Rey Evasco, rey.evas-
co@gmail.com, +63 (917) 814-
7826, MCPO Box 4774, Makati
City 1287, Philippines. Davao
City: UCG, Edmond Macaraeg,
ed_macaraeg@ucg.org, +63-82-
241-0150, PO Box 81840, DCCPO
8000 Davao City, Philippines.
Silay City: ContinuingChurch of
God, Oscar Mediavilla,
hansmediavilla@rocketmail.com.

Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG,
Chuck Smith, stluciafot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

South Africa—Margate: UCG,
Roy Demont, roydemont@
gmail.com.

Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@

ucg.org, (507) 377-8151.
Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy

Institute, mail@legacyinstitute.org.
Trinidad & Tobago—Crown Point:

UCG, Chuck Smith, tobagofot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.

Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG,
Mike Mukarati, mikemuk@zol.co.zw.

T hese are the Feast of Taberna-
cles sites for 2014 THE JOURNAL
was aware of at press time. In-

formation for the listing comes from Web
sites and information sent directly to THE
JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other
JOURNAL readers.

Unless otherwise stated, each listing
show here represents an observance be-
ginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 8,
2014, and continuing through Thursday,
Oct. 16, 2014 (referred to as the Last
Great Day, Great Last Day or Eighth Day

in the various Churches of God).
This listing abbreviates Church of God

International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercon-
tinental Church of God (ICG), Tyler;
Living Church of God (LCG), Charlotte,
N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG),
Arroyo Grande, Calif.; United Church of
God an International Association (UCG),
Milford, Ohio; Church of God Ministries
International (CGMI); Church of God a
Worldwide Association (CGWA); and
Restored Church of God (RCG). Note that
some phone numbers refer to a church’s

headquarters in the United States rather
than a local Feast contact.

Attendance policies: Most of the
Feast sites listed here have an open at-
tendance policy; that is, visitors are wel-
come. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s under-
standing that some Church of God orga-
nizations allow Feastgoers to attend
with them only by special permission.
Therefore, if you wish to attend one of
those churches’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL
recommends you first contact the spon-
soring church or its representative.
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The director did leave in a scene
with Mr. Sneider and Mr. Knowles
sitting at the table and talking with
the other men.

Mr. Sneider goes to Washington
Mr. Schwarzenegger said he would

compensate him for the experience
of having his speaking part deleted
from the movie.

Twenty years later, in 1994, Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger, as chairman
of the President’s Council on Physi-
cal Fitness, was true to his word. Mr.
Sneider received an invitation from
his friend to come to the White
House lawn to participate in The
Great American Workout.

“Here we are, the two of us, actu-
ally three of us when my son helps,
the smallest company” to participate
in the event, Mr. Sneider remem-
bers. “We’re on the White House
lawn with Reebok and Nautilus.”

Mr. Sneider and his wife, Sarah,
operated their own company, Snei-
der’s Family Fitness, out of their home
in Arcadia, Calif., for many years.

Mr. Sneider was a world-champi-
on bench presser from 1992 to 2005,
with his best lift of 450 pounds com-
ing when he was 61 years old.

Harry in his later years concen-
trated more on all-around fitness
conditioning rather than going for
records in the bench press.

“As far as training and staying fit,
I would not be able to do it without
Sarah,” he said in 2008. “This is a
family business. We work together.
She’s here all the time, 24-7.”

Mrs. Sneider is a fitness champion
in her own right. In 2007 she won
four gold medals in the California
State Senior Olympics, in rope climb,
long jump, bench press and pull-ups.

Visit the Web site
Mrs. Sneider invites old friends, or

new ones for that matter, to visit the
family’s Web site at drfit.net, or write
harrysneider@earthlink.net or 115
Loralyn Dr., Arcadia, Calif. 91006,
U.S.A. Or call (626) 355-8964.

See Mr. Sneider’s obituary on
page 5 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

The Ray Kurr family remembers an unforgettable character
(parents of Pam Kurr) of Mounds:

“Ray has been a great son-in-law to
us. He was al-
ways willing and
ready to help us
with chores and
jobs or whatever
we needed.

“He was al-
ways there for us
with his big can-
do-attitude!

“We also ap-
preciate that Ray
and Pam were
very happily married for nearly 38
years.

“We miss Ray so much. His pass-
ing has left a void in our lives that will
take a lot of time to heal.

“But the good news is we can all
look forward to seeing him in the res-
urrection, and that will be very soon
for Ray.”

From Raymond
From Raymond (child No. 4) of

Tulsa, Okla.:
“My dad was one of a kind. He

never wasted a minute. In fact, he
s o m e t i m e s
found a way to
pack more hours
into a day so that
he had time to
work and spend
time with his
family.

“Ever since I
was little I al-
ways looked up
to my dad until I
finally was taller
than him. But, seriously, my dad is
my hero.

“There are very few people in this
world that can put 110 percent into
everything they do and keep a joyful
attitude. My dad was one of those
people.

“My dad was truly an amazing
father, husband, son, brother, friend
and Christian. I could go on and on. If
I can be half of the man that he was,
then I’ll be in good shape.”

From Brittney
From Brittney (child No. 3) of

Mounds:
“My papa. The man with the most

wonderful voice to my ears. The man
with so much heart. He gave pieces of
it to everybody until he had none left
to give.

“My daddy. The man with the

roughest but most gentle hands you’ll
ever meet, with the Irish eyes that
were always smiling and with a laugh

that could be
heard from ev-
ery corner of any
room he was in.

“He had feet
that were ready
to dance or ready
to walk for miles
to help a friend.
He had arms that
could enfold you
sweetly or turn
to steel when he

needed the strength to work.
“And it always seemed to me that

he had an endless supply of strength.
“The love he had for his family

was evident in whatever he did for us,
which was just about everything.

“I was in awe of him as a child. At
some point you grow up and realize
that your parents are just human. But
I will always be in awe of my very
human and wonderful parents.

“My greatest hope is that I possess
qualities resembling him and that he
will live on in every person that
loved him.

“I truly can’t wait to sing with him
and the choir of angels in the King-
dom. Ich liebe dich.”

From Bridget
From Bridget (child No. 2) of

Nashville, Tenn.:
“Were my dad here at an event like

this, I might have asked him, ‘Is ev-
eryone here?’And he would have an-
swered, especially with this crowd,
‘They’re all here, but they’re not all
there.’

“As most of you know, he was a
devoted husband, a loving father, a
playful grandfather and a helping
friend.

“He was a good Christian, but
while driving he was always a good
New Yorker. [Mr. Kurr was born in
the Bronx.]

“My dad was the kind of guy who

didn’t have to agree with you to get
along with you, or to love you. And
that is why he was able to share so
much with so many different people.

“There is a quote that says ‘To
invent, all you need is a good imagi-
nation and a pile of junk.’ Dad had
both and used them regularly. He was
one of the most creative people I’ve
ever known. It is something we had in
common—the pile of junk too.

“Another thing I was fortunate
enough to share was his mechanical

ability. He was always trying to make
us kids as self-sufficient as we could be.

“He taught me to change tires and
batteries, brakes and spark plugs.

“A few months ago I had to change
all the belts on my car. I did it myself
and saved about a thousand dollars in
the process. I think he cried more at
that accomplishment than he did at
my graduation.

“He was one of my special com-
panions and had so much left to share.

“In the words of Spock [of Star
Trek fame] and in the voice of my
father, ‘Live long and prosper.’ ”

From Brandi
From Brandi (child No. 1), mother

of 4-year-old Cater (grandchild No.
1), of Nacogdoches, Texas:

“When I sat down to write some-
thing, I felt overwhelmed at all the
things I could say about my dad. But
my sister [Brittney] seemed to help
me find the words.

“Dad was a bright ray of sunshine
to so many people. He always had a
story, a song or a joke to tell you
(usually one I had heard a thousand
times).

“I loved seeing my dad tell Cater
jokes that I remember him telling me
when I was little. My dad was so
happy when my son was born. And
the first time he sang special music
with Cater was such a special mo-
ment for him.

“When the amen came after a
prayer at the Feast [in Destin, Fla.] in
2011, my dad and my sister Brittney
broke out singing the song ‘Amen.’
Cater joined right in, and every prayer
for months ended in song.

“Just a few months later we sang
that song for special music [in Big
Sandy], and Dad got a kick out of
Cater singing on stage with him. Dad
loved to sing, and he loved to hear his
grandson sing.

“Singing was such a part of Dad,
and every time I hear and sing har-
mony in a song I will think of him and
miss him more than words can say.”

At the bottom of Brandi’s typed
comments, she added the following
handwritten words:

“I talked with Cater today. I asked
him how he was doing. He told me,
‘I’m going to miss Mesho [Potawa-
tomi for grandfather].’ I asked him
one thing he would miss about him
and he said, ‘I’m going to miss Mario
Smash Brothers with Mesho.’ ”

(Cater, along with his mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother, is list-
ed on the official American Indian
rolls in Oklahoma as a member of the
Potawatomi tribe.)

From Pam
From Pam (Ray’s wife):
“I knew I would hear so many

funny stories and heartwarming mem-
ories about my dearest Ray today.

“I want each of our dear friends
and family to know the joy and com-
fort I feel when I hear these stories,
and would like to invite you to write
or tell me in person any stories that
you have.

“He was a wonderful husband and
father. And he worked so hard for his
family. He affected so many people
through his music and exuberant per-
sonality. He never did anything half-

way. It was all or nothing with Ray.
He lived his life full force.

“For us, the best way to keep his
memory alive is to continue listening
to his music. I loved his voice more
than any of the professional voices I’ve
ever heard. I was his biggest fan . . .

“Our family has been overwhelmed
by the outpouring of prayers, love and
support given by all of you. You have
our heartfelt gratitude.”

Friends forever
The most emotional part of the

funeral for me occurred when Ray-
mond and his wife, Lindsey, sang the
song “Friends.”

Do you know how hard it would be
to sing that song at your father’s fu-
neral? (We did have the CD of Mi-
chael W. Smith singing in the back-
ground to help them.)

Allow me to share a reason that
song was emotional for me. Years ago
I asked Ray to sing it at my future fu-
neral. (Since I am 61 and Ray was 58,
we assumed that my funeral would
come first.)

He agreed, but he told me we did-
n’t have to be in any hurry to have a
funeral for either of us.

So, instead of Ray singing that song
at my funeral, I listened to Raymond
and Lindsey singing the song at Ray’s
funeral. You can imagine how their
rendition tugged at my heart.

Ray Kurr left this earth too early
for my taste. But before he left he
helped fill this world with beautiful
music.

I pray that Ray Kurr’s music will
continue to fill his family’s hearts
with happiness and peace.

‘I had to change all the belts on my car,’ remembers Bridget Kurr. ‘I did
it myself and saved about a thousand dollars in the process. I think he

cried more at that accomplishment than he did at my graduation.’

Martha Clement

Brandi Cartwright

Bridget KurrBrittney Kurr

Harold Clement

Raymond Kurr

Pam Kurr

Continued from page 3

Cater Cartwright

Harry and Sarah on White House
lawn with Reebok and Nautilus

CG7 Denver rejects Dugger and Dodd
states in his introduction that the ar-
chived records show that Andrew
Dugger’s and C.O. Dodd’s book A
History of the True Church made little
use of the church’s historical archives.

Rather, the Dugger-and-Dodd book,
says Mr. Coulter, is a counterfeit his-
tory of the church that has been
soundly rejected by the General
Conference of the Church of God
(Seventh Day) as its
genuine history.

Sometimes not uplifting
Mr. Coulter candidly

relates that CG7 history
“has not always been up-
lifting.”

Sometimes, in fact, “it reflects the
triumph of the Christian spirit and
faith,” but “at other times it reflects
the selfishness of human nature.

“But since the church, as a part of
the body of Christ, is composed of
frail human beings, the modern
church, like the imperfect church of
the first century, reflects both the
goodness of God and the depravity of
the human spirit and the need for Jesus
Christ to recreate it after His image!”

The church that later split into

many factions, including several that
still exist with the Church of God
(Seventh Day) name and Mr. Arm-
strong’s Radio Church of God in
1934, was founded by Gilbert Cran-
mer in 1858.

The first few chapters include a
look at social and religious changes in
the early life of Cranmer and his fam-
ily. It details his roots as a Methodist
preacher who then joined a move-

ment called the Christian Connexion
and how he became a William Miller
Adventist.

After the Great Disappointment,
Cranmer became convinced to keep the
Sabbath. His efforts to work with James
and Ellen White, founders of the Sev-
enth-day Adventists, were rebuffed, so
he distanced himself from their efforts
and formed a new community of Sab-
bath-keeping Adventist believers.

Cranmer established several con-
gregations, such as the Church of Christ

that is the forerunner of the Church of
God (Seventh Day) groups.

‘Church of God’ name in 1884
The next chapters chronicle how

several groups in various states be-
came aware of each other and eventu-
ally formed an alliance of state con-
ferences.

The Iowa Conference was the first
to adopt the name Church of God, in

1884.
Other chapters of

Mr. Coulter’s book fill
out how leaders and
groups came together
and for the first time, on
Oct. 3, 1884, all the co-
operating churches unit-

ed under one name.
The subsequent chapters focus on

the beliefs of the pioneer Church of
God. Because critics of Ellen White’s
visions were ostracized and demo-
nized for questioning Adventist Church
doctrines, the pioneer Church of God
wanted to avoid doctrinal tests for fel-
lowship.

Therefore it declared itself op-
posed to all manifestations of sectari-
an and party spirit. Its leaders’ desire

Continued from page 4

Continued from page 1

See CHURCHES OF GOD, page 23

After the Great Disappointment,
Gilbert Cranmer became a

Sabbath observer.
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We invite you to join us in 2014 at a Feast site sponsored by the

Church of God Big Sandy
Each of the four is a small, friendly Feast of Tabernacles observance

with inspiring messages and excellent fellowship

Big Sandy
For the 20th consecutive year
Church services and activities at our church building.
The building is on Highway 80, a half mile west of town (1106
West Broadway)
Daily refreshments
Senior citizens’ luncheon
Coordinator is Melodee Eishen at (903) 571-2322

Church of God Big Sandy
P.O. Box 690 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • churchofgodbigsandy.com

Destin
For the 17th consecutive year
Pelican Beach Resort
Make reservations through the Church of God Big Sandy by call-
ing Shelly at 1-800-946-5545. By booking through the church
there is no sales tax.
Main Pelican building on beach: 1 bedroom,. $108 per night; 2
bedrooms, $128
Terrace building, 50 yards from beach: 2 bedrooms, $95; 3 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, $135; 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $156
Coordinators are Neil and Martha McIver, (903) 714-8800

Myrtle Beach
For the 12th consecutive year
Avista Resort
Make reservations by calling 1-800-968-8986. Mention group
code 1842051
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
1 bedroom, 1 bath, $66–$85; 2 bedrooms, 2 baths, $107–$110;
3 bedrooms, 3 baths, $132–$140
Coordinators are Lyle and Kathy Kerby, (304) 354-7147.

Flagstaff
For the third year (previously in 2008 and 2012)
Double Tree Inn (a Hilton property)
Make reservations by calling (928) 773-8888 and identifying your-
self with “Church of God”
Rooms are subject to tax and resort fee
Room rates are $119 and suites are $149
Coordinators are Dennis and Vickie Mouland, (928) 460-0230

Your Choice of

Four
Sites!
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The writer is pastor of the Virtual
Church, which welcomes anyone to
attend via phone or Internet. For
more information go to www.godward.
org, or dial in by calling (916) 233-
0562 any Saturday at 11 a.m. U.S.
Pacific time.

A version of this article ran in The
Sabbath Sentinel, published by the
Bible Sabbath Association.

By Ken Westby

AUBURN, Wash.—Speaking of
“the end” and His Second
Coming, Jesus said that “no

one knows about that day or hour,”
yet His warning has not dampened the
enthusiasm of thousands of prophecy
buffs who claim they do know.

For more than 2,000 years there has
not been a single generation void of pre-
dictors calling for “the end” and weav-
ing elaborate scenarios full of numbers,
scriptures, historical dates and current
events to support their claims.

Their accumulated predictions,
however, resemble a rusting junkyard
full of old crashed and mashed cars.

Prophetic preachers fill the air-
waves, and their books crowd the
shelves of Christian bookstores, yet
they persist in following the same
failed approach toward understanding
biblical prophecy.

How could so many sincere believ-
ers get it so wrong?

Heavenly day
Oct. 23, 1844, “was to have been

the first day in heaven. Instead, the
Advent believers found themselves
still chained to earth, reeling in shock
and grief—the laughingstock of a
jeering world. The Bible, they were
utterly certain, had said Jesus would
return on October 22. He hadn’t”
(George R. Knight, Millennial Fever
and the End of the World, from the
book’s back cover).

This event—or nonevent—came
to be called the Great Disappointment
and marked the collapse of William
Miller’s (1782-1849) dynamic advent
movement.

Miller had studied the Bible and
calculated its codes and concluded
that the Second Coming would occur
in the 12 months that immediately
followed March 1843. When that date
came and went, he shifted the fateful
date to Oct. 22, 1844.

Tens of thousands of Christians
withdrew from their churches to
await the Advent (the Second Com-
ing). Many abandoned homes, crops
and animals, gave away their money
and closed their stores.

One disappointed believer remem-
bered that “we wept and wept till the
day dawn.”

The Seventh-day Adventist church
was one of six organizations that even-
tually grew from what remained of
Miller’s shattered movement.

Although Miller’s failed prophecy
is one of the best-known modern ex-
amples of gambling and losing by
date-picking, he is just one of many
hundreds of leaders over centuries
whose prophecies ended up in the pit.

40 years ago
I’ve been a serious student of

prophecy for almost 50 years, and I’ve
seen predictions made and predictions
fail, including some of my own.

I early believed we could know the
actual date the great tribulation would
begin (1972) and when Christ would
return (1975). I was dead wrong, as
were other sincere folk following
equally sincere but equally misguided
leaders.

Prophecies fail
My epiphany arrived about 40 years

ago. I realized there is more to prophe-
cy than interpreting symbols, playing
with numbers, looking at current
events and coming up with a scenario.

It was some consolation to learn
that my errors in prophetical under-
standing were more common than
rare. Fiascoes like William Miller’s
Advent movement litter church histo-
ry like leaves in a fall windstorm.

Let me list just a few examples of
missed dates and prophecies over the
centuries. An exhaustive account
would require several books.

Especially in the 1st century after
Jesus’ birth there was great expecta-
tion of prophetical fulfillment, and
Jesus became the focus of much of it.

The apostles were caught up in the
anticipation that the messianic age
would dawn in their lifetimes, and
Jesus didn’t do much to discourage
them. When pressed for specific times,
however, He gave parables about the
need for spiritual readiness lest one be
caught by surprise and be unprepared.

Only the Father
Near the end of His ministry He

plainly stated that “no one knows
about that day or hour, not even the
angels in heaven, or the Son, but only
the Father” (Matthew 24:36).

Amazingly, Jesus included Him-
self as among those who did not
know the date of either His return or
the end of the world. On the other
hand, believers were supposed to
watch for it and be prepared (Mat-
thew 36:42, 44; 25:13).

That call to preparedness engen-
dered a sense of expectation and ur-
gency, but also endless speculation.
Jesus had offered signs to consider:
wars, pestilence, the rise of evil, etc.

His “Little Apocalypse” of Mark 13,
in conjunction with Daniel, Ezekiel
and Revelation, presents a host of por-
tents for the faithful to “watch.”

Signs and portents
As a modern writer points out, “all

ages are marked by perils, lawlessness,
social disorders and upheavals, break-
down of morality and family, perils,
turbulence and troubles that can serve
as signs and stimulate expectations.”

Further, “they are portents; and there
are always portents, always apocalyptic
apprehensions, always fears and hopes
to suggest millennial themes. Joining
pessimism and optimism together, the
millenarian message is infinity adapt-
able to the circumstances of every age”
(Eugene Weber, Apocalypses: Prophe-
sies, Cults, and Millennial Beliefs Through
the Ages, p. 33).

In the decades after Jesus’ resurrec-
tion and exaltation to the Father’s
side, the apostles began to understand
that the end would not occur in their
lifetimes.

But we find not a hint that believ-
ers understood the end to be at least

2,000 years in the future. It may not
come in their lifetimes, but as far as
they were concerned it was still
imminent.

Hope in the midst
The keeping of the end unknown

appears to be a manifestation of divine
wisdom. For centuries belief in the
Second Coming—the resurrection, the
Millennium, the end of evil—was the
answer to persecution. Belief that it
was imminent brought hope and com-
fort in the midst of danger, suffering
and pain. For the persecuted and mar-
tyrs it was a vision of encouragement
like that experienced by Stephen as he
was being stoned to death.

In the centuries after the apostles,
believers struggled with the same ques-
tion: How long, O Lord? They pored
over the same scriptures and tried to
make sense of them in light of the
world conditions pressing upon them.

I suspect most were sincere and
able ministers, priests, scholars and
lay leaders who really believed in the
prophetical schemes and timetables
they believed had been revealed to
them. They were products of their
learning and of their times.

The purpose of Christian chronolo-

gy has ever been to date not the begin-
ning but the end. As long as the end
could be placed on the temporal, near
horizon, chronology could serve the
church, and from the 2nd century
onward the favored distant date for the
end was 6000 annus mundi (A.M.),
the year of the world, or since creation.

Not an exact science
Chronology has never been, and is

not now, an exact sci-
ence, as the track rec-
ord of failed predic-
tions attests.

The chronology used
most commonly today,
based on years before
and after Christ, was
introduced in the 500s
by the monk Dionysius
Exiguus but didn’t come
into general use in Eu-
rope until the 8th cen-
tury.

A Phrygian prophet
named Montanus (about
A.D. [anno Domini,
the year of our Lord]
172) proclaimed him-
self the Holy Spirit in-
carnate, said the last
judgment was at hand
and asserted that John’s
prophesied New Jeru-
salem would soon de-
scend in Phrygia (mod-
ern Turkey). His teach-
ings spread throughout much of the
Roman world.

Synthesizing philosophies
Tertullian of Carthage (160-220)

looked favorably upon the Montan-
ists until the teaching was condemned
later in the 3rd century by various
synods and Pope Zephyrinus.

The great church father Origen
(185-254), who headed theological
schools at Alexandria and Caesarea,
while not a gnostic (gnostics rejected
notions of an earthly Kingdom of
God), was a Neoplatonist who sought
to synthesize Christian belief and
Greek philosophy.

He attacked Montanism as heresy
and taught that all prophecies should
be interpreted allegorically: Anti-
christ symbolized evil; the thousand-
year reign of righteousness was a
spiritual reality achieved in the souls
of believers; etc.

He ridiculed anyone who tried to
take prophecy literally, saying such

people were “refusing the labor of
thinking.” Origen, however, took a
verse in Matthew 19 literally and cas-
trated himself, making him “a eunuch
for the Kingdom of Heaven’s sake”
(verse 12).

Augustine made the apocalyptic a
part of everyday life and belief by
embedding it in liturgy and preach-
ing, thus distancing prophecy from a
literalist reading and notions of an
earthly Millennium.

He discouraged those who were try-
ing to count the years to the end of the
world, admonishing them to “relax
your fingers and give them a little rest.”

The Council of Ephesus in 431
condemned millennialism, and Bible
translators from Jerome to Erasmus
expressed doubt that Revelation
should even be retained in the canon.

Augustine’s prohibitions could no
more stop people from calculating the
end than could those of the Gospels.
The calculation of the year 666 in-
spired a host of apocalyptic specula-
tion and dread, as did the year 800.

Nature of prophecy
A frequently overlooked fact of

biblical prophecy is its conditional
nature. Prophecy is not a video of

future events, a blueprint fixed in all
details, an inflexible pronouncement
of what will happen regardless of
changing circumstances.

Yahweh sent the prophet Isaiah to
the sickbed of King Hezekiah to tell
him: “Put your house in order, be-
cause you are going to die; you will
not recover” (Kings 20:1-11).

Hezekiah wept after hearing that
prophecy. He repented bitterly and

appealed to God for mercy.
As Isaiah was walking out of the

palace, God stopped him and said:
“Go back and tell Hezekiah . . . I have
heard your prayer and have seen your
tears; I will heal you.” God then
promised Hezekiah 15 additional
years of life.

Years later Jeremiah encouraged
the fatalistic Israelites by reminding
them of this great reversal: “Did
[Hezekiah] not fear the LORD and
entreat the favor of the LORD, and did
not the LORD change his mind about
the disaster that he had pronounced?”
(Jeremiah 26:19).

Nineveh’s warning
Yahweh sent Jonah on a mission to

warn the nation of Nineveh that in 40
days it would be destroyed. Then—
surprise, surprise—the Ninevites be-
lieved the warning and repented,
from the king on down.

This was not what Jonah expected,
and apparently it disappointed him.

But he knew in his heart that “you are
a gracious and compassionate God,
slow to anger and abounding in love,
a God who relents from sending
calamity” (Jonah 4:2).

God prophesied one outcome, but
He changed because the people re-
sponded. God’s threats were condi-
tional. Prophecy is not set in stone.

Blessings and cursings
The blessings and cursings that God

prophesied are always of an “if” nature:
Obey Me and these blessings will be
yours; disobey and these curses will
follow. He could promise the Israelites
that they would take the land of Canaan
and rout its pagan inhabitants.

Well, that wasn’t the case with the
fortified city of Ai, where it was the
Israelites who fled before the men of
Ai. Why? Read the story in Joshua 7,
where sin interrupted what God in-
tended to be a victory march through
Canaan.

Most prophecies involved Israel and
the divided kingdoms and have been
fulfilled in history. They were time-
sensitive and, while there may be in a
few cases some interpretive reason to
appeal to the duality of a yet future ful-
fillment, of the 25 percent of the Bible

that contains prophetic material 80 per-
cent of that is already history.

But some prophecies, such as those
given to Abraham in the form of
promises, are still being fulfilled. The
warning from the Garden of Eden is
realized daily.

The prophesied reign of God on
earth awaits while each day draws us
closer to the great fulfillment.

What is apocalyptic?
Apocalyptic literature is a specific

type of literature. Symbols represent a
reality but are not the reality itself.

The same is true with numbers.
Apocalyptic literature was often con-
sidered “subversive” in the sense it
was code used to avoid persecution yet
allow the encouragement and warning
to go to those who needed them.

It is a style of literature not easily
understood by Western minds.

The books of Daniel and Revela-
tion are biblical examples of a genre
of literature popular for several hun-
dred years before Christ.

Much of the Dead Sea Scrolls liter-
ature was apocalyptic. It is in the lin-
ear Greek style of thought patterns
but follows a Hebraic method of
working with pictures, scenes as in a
play, symbols that evoke imagination,
or creatures and images that can strike
fear or reassure.

Serpentine adversary
The source of evil and sin, Satan

the serpentine adversary, would ulti-
mately have his head crushed—be
“killed.” The adversary would bite the
dust (Genesis 3:14), and the promised
seed of the woman would be victori-
ous over him and victorious over the
sin and death the adversary had intro-
duced into God’s good creation.

The adversary, the devil, would
poisonously strike at the promised
Son of Eve but could not crush His
head. He could strike only the son’s
heel, which was a serious but tempo-
rary wound soon healed by God
through resurrection.

The mighty heel of the Son of Man
will soon descend upon the serpent’s
head with life-crushing force. Thus
will end the long saga of sin and the
reign of the evil one.

This seminal prophecy was and is
being fulfilled, its ultimate comple-
tion awaiting the Kingdom of God. It
is a prophecy of great hope in the face
of what at times seems to be never-
ending evil.

There is coming a joyful conclu-
sion—the end of evil—when evil’s
author is crushed and Eve’s offspring
reigns victorious. One could say that
the entire Bible is but the story of how
that God-given prophecy proceeds to
its sure fulfillment.

Jesus took the title Son of Man, for
He knew He was the promised seed
who would deliver the human race
from the bondage of sin. He knew He
must confront the originator of sin
and the persistent adversary of God.

Uses of symbolism
The apostle Paul called Jesus the

Second Adam, for Jesus replaces
Adam, becoming the “father” of a
newborn family of sons and daughters
made in the spiritual image of God.

Note the Creator’s use of symbol-
ism in this first prophecy: serpent,
eating dirt, crushed head, a snake-bit-
ten heel.

From this point forward to the last
book in the Bible prophecies are usu-
ally laced with symbols, be they num-
bers (7 × 70, 666, 1,000, 42, 1,260,
etc.), animals (lamb, lion, bear,
eagle), strange beasts (sea dragon,
multiheaded and multihorned crea-
tures, leviathan), images (statues,
thrones, winepress, trumpets) or
things commonly observed in cre-
ation (sun, moon, mountains, rivers,
vineyards, bread, oil, trees).

Symbols are useful because they
evoke pictures and emotions and can
vividly transport information, warn-
ings and hope in ways that symbol-
less plain speech can’t.

Essay Some Christians tend to tumble headlong into the prophecy pit

See FULFILLMENTS, page 20

The keeping of the end unknown appears to be a
manifestation of divine wisdom. For centuries belief

in the Second Coming was the answer to persecution.
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Fulfillments show patterns of God’s dealings with His people
Jesus frequently employed para-

bolic speech, a symbolic style of pres-
entation using stories, metaphors,
similes and other figurative speech.

The culture of learning was oral.
Even written things were intended to
be delivered to the audience in oral
fashion, with inflections and tones not
easily conveyed on paper.

Jesus wrote little
Jesus never wrote a thing that we

know of (except that He did write
something in the dirt on one occa-
sion), but He spoke much.

Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son
etches a mental picture of a young
man, head hung low, treading home
in shame only to be welcomed by an
exuberant and forgiving father ready
to call for a grand celebration.

Jesus could have just said, “Don’t
waste your life, but, if you do screw
up, God will forgive you when you
humbly repent.”

This is true, but the parable says it
in a more-moving and memorable
fashion.

Just what do you mean prophecy?
I doubt much of the teaching of

Jesus would be so effectively remem-
bered if not given in these vivid and
sometimes symbolic images. So too is
the presentation of prophecy wrapped
with its symbols that are at once star-
tling, dramatic, unforgettable and
mysterious.

Prophecy forms the heart of how
Yahweh has chosen to reveal His
plan. The prophets’ writing should
not be ignored. Of the Bible’s 31,124
verses, 8,352 contain predictive mate-
rial, or 27 percent of the whole—a
major part of God’s Torah for man.

Even fulfilled prophecy establishes
patterns of God’s dealings with His
people. It is a factual track record of the
human and divine dynamic with pow-
erful application to our present world.

Prophecy is not preserved in holy
writ to function as an esoteric parlor
game for religious experts or reli-
gious nuts.

It is part of God’s communication
to man and must be respectfully and
carefully approached with a humble
appeal to God for understanding.

Biblical prophecy is preeminently
historical, revealed by God to the
consciousness of the prophet, mediat-
ed through an ancient Near Eastern
culture and spoken in terms of its day
and with the forms and purposes suit-
ed to on-the-ground situations.

Prophecies that pertained to future
ages (e.g., the messianic) were also
written or spoken in the same ancient
forms as prophecies that have been
long since fulfilled.

Specially called
This means that future prophecies

need to be understood in the terms of
their original ancient setting, a step
neglected by many expositors.

Besides the familiar prophets like
Elijah, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Amos,
there are others whom Scripture la-
bels prophets of God: men like Moses
(who had his own prophet, his broth-
er Aaron; see Exodus 7:1-2), David,
John the Baptist and Jesus.

What distinguished them was not
external behavior or dervishlike acts
associated with pagan prophets, but
their being filled with the Spirit of
Yahweh. The mouth of the prophet is “a
sharp sword.” He is “a polished arrow”
from the quiver of God (Isaiah 49:2).

Prophecy’s purpose
God is at work in time and in the

affairs of this world. He works toward
an end that is the glorious Kingdom
of God.

Prophecy is but a manifestation of
God’s hands-on dealing with His peo-
ple and every nation. It can have
many purposes.

When Joshua spoke out in faith
and foretold the miracle of the cutting
off of the waters of the Jordan (Joshua
3:13), he assured his people, “Hereby
you shall know that the living God is

among you” (verse 10).
The prediction itself contributed,

as did the subsequent miracle, to
magnifying Joshua in the eyes of
Israel (4:14), just as Yahweh
had foretold it would (3:7).

Drawing God’s people
Most commonly, prophecy

serves to draw God’s people to
Himself. Its purpose is ex-
pressed by God Himself: “Obey
my voice and I will be your
God and you shall be my peo-
ple; and walk in all the way
that I command you, that it
may be well with you” (Jere-
miah 7:23).

Prophecy is not some uni-
verse parallel to God’s grand
plan. It is part of the plan, and
its purpose is to effect that
plan: to bring the human race
into God’s image and eternal
fellowship with Him.

Prophecy’s aim and func-
tion are to move mankind Godward,
whether by instruction, warning,
judgment, punishment, wrath or the
things closest to the heart of God:
love, mercy and forgiveness.

Exhortation vs. prediction
The prominent theme of prophecy

is exhortation, not mere prediction.
Most predictions contain dire warn-
ings given with the hope that they
won’t need to be fulfilled because
people will heed the exhortative warn-
ing, repent and avoid punishment.

At its root, prophecy is a tender
and loving communication from God
to His people to encourage, impart
hope, warn, chastise, appeal for
repentance and provide guidance.

Wrath is real, but—
Frequently when people hear the

word prophecy they think of the terri-
ble wrath of God.

Wrath is real for sure, but it is a
mistake to associate wrath with the
nature of God.

The common depiction of the God

of Israel or the God of the Old Tes-
tament as a God of wrath and judg-
ment is to misrepresent the prophetic
word and distort the revelation of God.

A reason many Christians over the
centuries have avoided the OT is this
misrepresentation. This error has led
to a misreading of the New Testament
as a revelational corrective of the OT
view of God: sweet and soft Jesus
replacing the wrathful God of the OT.

The God of the prophets is not a
God of judgment and wrath but a God
of justice and righteousness.

Judgment and wrath are not divine
attributes. Justice is. Justice as a mode
of being and acting belongs to the
very character of God and is experi-
enced in all sorts of ways including,
but not limited to, judgment.

Measuring by law
Justice is equity, fairness and righ-

teousness as measured by God’s holy
and just law, itself a manifestation of
God’s internal nature. The world cries
out for true justice but must wait yet a
little time for the righteous Judge to
establish justice in the earth.

The point is sharply made in Jere-
miah when the Lord says that to
properly “understand and know me”
is to understand and know that “I am
the LORD; I act with steadfast love,
justice and righteousness in the
earth, for in these things I delight”
(Jeremiah 9:24).

These character traits of God are
the identical attributes man is told to
seek. They are mentioned in the great
summary scriptures of Micah 6:8 and
Zechariah 7:9 and by Jesus in Mat-

thew 23:23. We must see both of the
aspects of God’s corrective judg-
ments. The judgment against one
party may be the vehicle for the jus-

tice of God to be enacted in behalf of
another party, as witnessed by God’s
judgments upon Egypt and the release
from slavery of His people: One judg-
ment both punished and gave saving
deliverance.

Yearning for God
God’s judgments teach, as illustrat-

ed by Isaiah (see 26:7-10): “My soul
yearns for you at night; yea, with my
spirit within I seek you longingly. For
as your judgments are wrought on the
earth, the inhabitants of the world
learn righteousness.”

The purpose of God’s judgment is
to teach righteousness and draw peo-
ple to Himself so He can be their God
and Savior.

God’s judgment and wrath are al-
ways a last resort with God, but,
once necessary, they are exceedingly
dreadful.

The oldest and most common con-
fession of ancient Israel comes from
Moses as he beholds the Mighty
Yahweh:

“The LORD, the LORD, the compas-

sionate and gracious God, [is] slow to
anger, abounding in love and faithful-
ness, maintaining love to thousands,
and forgiving wickedness, rebellion
and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty
unpunished . . .” (Exodus 34:6-7).

We must understand prophecy in
the context of its Giver, not by no-
tions in popular culture or denomina-
tional interpretations, but as coming
forth from the very heart of God.

When you read birth and death
dates with brief biographies, you
know you’re reading obituaries. You
expect them to deliver certain facts.
They are a type, or genre, of writing.

More on apocalyptic
Editorials differ from news reports.

One offers opinion and the other factu-
al reporting. Comics differ from adver-
tisements, classified ads from head-
lines and legal announcements, etc.

The Bible contains a host of liter-
ary genres that we must read and
understand within the typical use of
each particular genre. Poetry can be
powerfully theological but must be
read differently from how one would
read narrative history.

And, of course, the apocalyptic writ-
ings are a particular symbol-laden
subset of prophetic literature.

Common sense
We should wisely evaluate all these

factors in the practice of proper bibli-
cal hermeneutics (the study of the
rules and principles of interpretation;
“hearing” what the ancient text is
truly saying).

This is just common sense, but

many unskilled interpreters of proph-
ecy ignore literary context and end
up, for instance, taking things literal-
ly that are clearly symbolic.

These prophecy “ex-
perts” cherry-pick vers-
es, attach a literal mean-
ing, conjure a scenario
informed from current
content of the Internet
or cable news and
construct their inter-
pretation like a kid
creating something
out of Tinkertoys.

If these (false?)
prophecy purveyors
add a noisy dogma-
tism, many souls feel
led to follow them.
These are the folks
who end up in the
prophecy pit. The es-
say you’re reading
lists but a few of the
thousands of examples

that could be offered.

Interpreting prophecy
Standard principles of interpreta-

tion apply to understanding prophecy.
We must ask:

To whom did God give the prophe-
cy? Why did He give it? What were
the circumstances? Was it conditional
upon the reaction of those to whom it
was addressed? How did those re-
ceiving it understand it? What is the
historical evidence from prophecy to
fulfillment? Has the prophecy already
been fulfilled (perhaps 80 percent of
biblical prophecy is in this category)?

What part of a particular prophecy,
if any, awaits a yet future fulfillment?

These are the primary steps, and
only after becoming clear on the an-
swers to those questions can we move
to the secondary questions:

What message or lesson can we
learn from the prophecy? Can the mes-
sage-lesson be applied to how we live
before God today? In what way? What
biblical or historical evidence might
allow any part of the prophecy to be

applied to current or future events?
How can the prophecy be understood
in order to edify the church? What les-
sons can we learn from both fulfilled
and future prophecy?

The numbers game
Many of the symbols to be found

in the apocalyptic genre of literature
are numbers.

Numbers, of course, stand for
things. In normal mathematical us-
age, for instance, a number represents
one of a series of symbols of unique
meaning in a fixed order that can be
derived by counting.

When the books of Daniel and
Revelation were written with their
abundant use of symbolic numbers,
beasts and cities, readers in those
times so remote from ours had a bet-
ter grasp of the symbolic meanings
than do we 2,000 years removed.

Time-stamped idioms
Theirs was an alien culture com-

pared to ours, with time-stamped lan-
guage idioms we must struggle to
understand.

To ignore the age and cultural dif-
ferences between our world and that
of the biblical prophets is a sure rec-
ipe for misinterpreting Scripture. To
put oneself into the thought world of
prophets who spoke 2,000 or 3,000
years ago is not a simple task. But,
unless that difficult task is taken up,
the truth of specific prophecies may
remain obscure or misunderstood.

Today we can speak of an espe-
cially good-looking woman as a
“10,” as in the movie by that title. Its

meaning is taken for granted and
need not be explained. People know
(at least in Western culture) it is short-
hand for a ranking scale of 1 to 10, 10
being the highest.

Nautical shorthand
Friends of mine have a boat with

its name on the transom reading
XXIV/VII. I was clueless as to what it
meant. Usually we name our boats
something like Peggy Sue or Gone
Fishin’, but this couple tapped into a
common and current numerical
idiom: 24/7, meaning “all the time.”

I don’t know why I didn’t immedi-
ately figure it out on my own, but I
didn’t. I needed to pause and translate
the Roman numerals so my ear could
pick up the idiom.

Wade a while
Since numbers can have literal and

symbolic values, one needs to wade
into numbers with great care. In some
languages, letters of the alphabet also
possess numerical values, elaborating
further the complexity of numerical use.

The famous and dreaded number
666 has for centuries been attached to
specific (evil?) personalities whose
name in Latin, Greek or Hebrew had
a numerical value of 666 (see Reve-
lation 13:18).

One of the first in a long line of
personalities to be associated with
“the Beast” was Caesar Nero, the per-
secutor of Christians.

If Nero is written as Nrw(n) Ksr, then
the sum can equal 616 or 666, depend-
ing on two possible spellings. Some-
times a little creativity is needed to get
a particular name to add up to 666.

Identify the Beast
Identifying the Beast (and his mark)

has been a thriving cottage industry
among prophecy buffs for 2,000 years.

Is it not merely an example of
“newspaper exegesis”: using current
news to interpret ancient prophecy?

Should we not look, carefully, for
historical events in the 1st century
that might correspond to the apoca-
lyptic visions before jumping to our
current newspapers for fulfillments?

Was John really describing 20th-
or 21st-century empires or dictators
in chapter 13?

What have centuries of Beast sight-
ings by these cottage industries pro-
duced of real value? Next to nothing.

Numerics has become a religious
obsession for many religious people.
Nevertheless some of their findings
are interesting.

For instance, the difference be-
tween the letter sums of the Hebrew
names of Adam and Eve is 26 (45 – 19
= 26); 26 is the letter sum of YHWH,
the name of the One True God.

What does this interesting and
strange congruity mean? What does it
prove? How does knowing it help us
to become more like God in mind and
character? Well, I don’t know, but it is
interesting.

Jewish mysticism
Jewish mysticism has developed

an elaborate keyword guide to nu-
merological meanings of Hebrew
words. A guide book by Aleister
Crowley, published in 1952, is titled
simply 777.

Gematria is a kind of numerology
(the study of the occult meanings of
numbers and their supposed influence
on human life) and is employed by
mystical Jewish movements like the
Kabbalah and writings such as the
Zohar that offer an esoteric interpreta-
tion of Hebrew scriptures and doctrine.

Various forms of Christian mysti-
cism have likewise blossomed over
the centuries, offering palettes of idio-
syncratic prophecies, symbol inter-
pretations and guide maps. Much of
modern New Age religion is, in fact,
a blend of old-age Christian, Jewish
and pagan mysticism.

Numerics of the Bible
One Christian translator employed

numerics to aid in producing a new

Numerics has become a religious obsession for
many religious people. Nevertheless some

of their findings are interesting.

Continued from page 19
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How can God cause an event but not interfere in free agency?
version of the New Testament. The
very bright and self-taught Russian
immigrant Ivan Panin produced his
NT translation subtitled As Estab-
lished by Bible Numerics.

Panin writes of his early-20th-centu-
ry translation, which I’ve read, that “Bi-
ble Numerics have demonstrated that in
the Bible not only the books and their
words as well as their order, but the
very syllables also and letters, are dealt
out by measure as well as weight.”

Although he discovered amazing
patterns in the Hebrew text of the
Psalms and in the Greek text of the
NT, his methods were criticized for
freely picking alternative reading of
manuscripts to find the numerical pat-
terns he was seeking and for claiming
that numeric patterns can be found
from any text.

Secret codes of Scripture
Modern manifestations of the search

for secret codes to unlock Scripture,
and prophecy in particular, come to us
in books such as The Bible Code, the
best-selling controversial book by
Michael Drosnin published in 1997.

Drosnin alleges the Bible contains
coded messages, also known as Torah
codes, that are words, phrases and
clusters of words believed to be inten-
tionally sequenced to reveal prophecy.

His book predicted the coming of
the apocalypse in 2006 and provided
proof that Lee Harvey Oswald was
destined to assassinate John F. Ken-
nedy. Now, how valuable is that?

No doubt you’ve been told that in
biblical usage the prominent number
seven means completeness or perfec-
tion; one denotes unity; two, differ-
ence; three, testing; four, forces and
creative works; five, divine grace; six,
the number of man; eight, new begin-
ning or commencement; and so on.

Spiritual numbers
No doubt some of this is true and

we could elaborate a great deal more,
but unfortunately the Bible did not
come to us with an appendix listing
symbolic numbers and their mean-
ings. We have to discover these things
by biblical context and usage and by
scholarly research into ancient litera-
ture to see how the ancients them-
selves used them.

The biblical scholar and dispensa-
tionalist theologian E.W. Bullinger
(1837-1913) did develop a guide to
“The Spiritual Significance of Num-
bers,” which is appendix No. 10 in his
famous Companion Bible.

He also published a work, Number
in Scripture, with a more-exhaustive
treatment of biblical numerics.

Bullinger provides this interesting
fact: “The four perfect numbers, 3, 7,
10, and 12, have for their product the
remarkable number 2,520. It is the
least common multiple of the ten dig-
its governing all numeration; and can,
therefore, be divided by each of the
nine digits (one through nine), with-
out a remainder. It is the number of
chronological perfection (7 × 360).”

You recall that the two witnesses will
prophesy for 1,260 days, or 42 months
(42 months × 30 days = 1,260 days;
Revelation 11:2-3), which is a 31⁄2-year
period. It seems to be a symbol of a
broken seven or a limited period of
unrestrained wickedness or tribulation.

By contrast, 2,520, that unique and

remarkable number, is double 1,260
and symbolically pictures an unbro-
ken seven, or wholeness, complete-
ness and perfection.

Matthew plays 42
I don’t think the Bible presents

these numbers for precise literal com-
putation, as some have tried to say.
Rather, they are symbolic of real
events they represent, albeit in a coded
literary form we call apocalyptic.

Matthew, in his Gospel, deliberate-
ly goes out of his way to draw our
attention to the number 42, arranging
his list of Christ’s ancestors to add up
to it (1:17):

“Therefore all the generations from
Abraham to David are fourteen gen-
erations; and from David to the de-
portation to Babylon are fourteen
generations; and from the deportation
to Babylon to Christ are fourteen gen-

erations.” Three 14s add up to 42 (2 ×
7 = 14 × 3 = 42).

Matthew leaves out several gener-
ations to round out his numbers for
symbolic significance. This is often
how numbers are handled in Scrip-
ture, and we must not press them for
literal application when that was
never intended.

Matthew chose to highlight the
name of David, which has a numeri-
cal value of 14 in Hebrew. David is
the central figure in Christ’s genealo-
gy, and Christ is presented throughout
Scripture as the greater David (see
Acts 2:25-36).

Hiding behind symbols
Another advantage of the symbol-

laden apocalyptic genre was its ability
to hide specific names behind symbols.

The students of Hebrew scripture
could readily understand what was
being referred to, for instance, in
John’s use of figurative cities like
Sodom to refer to Rome, yet without
mentioning it.

When John wrote Revelation, the
church was being persecuted and
Rome was especially sensitive to any
hint of subversion or rebellion.

The church needed the encourage-
ment that the book of Revelation of-
fered, but its message had to be for-
matted in such a way that its powerful
conclusions would sail over the heads
of the pagan Roman overlords.

Apocalyptic writing fit the bill.

Partly set, partly open
How can God prophesy an event

and bring it about without interfering
in man’s free agency? He obviously
can do it, but how?

God’s plan is to ultimately have all
His children made in His image come
to embrace his way of their own free
will. This is a big risk on God’s part,
but He is up to the challenge.

Likewise God’s adversary, Satan,

possesses free will and has in the past
exercised it to oppose his Creator.

God knows Satan inside and out.
He made him. He knows what Satan’s
foreign policy is, so Satan is also a
constant. Both God and Satan are
constants as far as character and poli-
cy are concerned.

Man, however, is not a constant but
is a variable.

He too is free and is free to respond
to either of the two great ways of living
and thinking represented by the two
constants, God and Satan, who repre-
sent the great choice for man to make.

God also made man and knows
him inside and out.

Considering the two constants,
who are very predictable (God and
Satan), and the variable (man), who
can choose to be influenced by either,
God can reasonably plot how things
will ultimately turn out.

The driver’s seat
As I demonstrated in the first part

of this essay, prophecy is commonly

given with an “if” clause.
That is, if the people heed the

warning of the prophecy, the judg-
ment will not come upon them.

If they don’t heed, it will overtake
them.

In that sense, prophecy is not set-
tled or set in stone. It depends on how
humans react to God’s appeals to
repentance and reform. Man is in the
driver’s seat as to which direction and
to what end he speeds.

The future is not specifically fated
to be a certain unalterable way. Much
depends on how we react and behave
before our God. We saw from the
prophecy against Nineveh how this
openness worked. The destruction
God threatened was obviated because
the Ninevites repented.

Prophecy is partly set in the sense
that what God has unalterably deter-
mined to do He will do.

He may take various routes to His
destination, but His arrival is sure.

He will bring His Kingdom to earth.
Nothing will stop it. Our choice is
only if we want to be part of it.

Satan will resist it until the end, to
no avail. God will keep His promises.

He will remember His holy ones
and call them forth from the dust of
the earth to eternal life and glory.

He will forget no one and fulfill
everything He has planned and prom-
ised to do. That is set.

The end of prophecy
We have completed a brief survey of

aspects of prophecy. But what most of
us want to know is how it all turns out.

What will be the outcome of the
great contest between good and evil,
between the light and darkness that
our world has endured from Eden
until now?

At present, as we look about the
world scene, it appears that evil has
the upper hand. In fact, looking back
in history as far as we can see, that
always seems to have been the case.

Is God troubled by this dismal pic-
ture? Does He feel defeated in any
sense?

Not in the least. His plan is moving
inexorably forward to its inevitable
conclusion, the Kingdom of God.

God will come to His earth with
shattering quickness and blazing light
before which every edifice of evil and
opposition will melt.

He will undo in a day the evil of
thousands of years.

“Then the LORD my God will
come, and all the holy ones with him
. . . The LORD will be king over the
whole earth. On that day there will be
one LORD, and his name the only
name” (Zechariah 14:5-9).

Prophecies will cease
The apostle Paul said there would

come a day when “prophecies, they
will cease.” God will reign. His dear
Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, at His side
will rule victorious over all creation.

We also will be victorious over sin
and death and reign with Him.

What then is the end of the story?
How does it all turn out? What is the
conclusion of all prophecy?

There is a powerful, true, sure and
satisfying two-word answer: God wins!

Is God troubled by this dismal picture? Does He feel defeated
in any sense? Not in the least. His plan is moving inexorably

forward to its inevitable conclusion, the Kingdom of God.

that does not mean most of them
didn’t regard themselves as such.

If our goal is objectivity, we have
to be careful in studying history not to
impose our own times and under-
standing on our forefathers’.

Just what do you mean Christian?
Nevertheless, there is one impor-

tant way in which we are like them.
Like us, there wasn’t unanimity among
the founding fathers about what it
meant to be a Christian.

We could point to numerous state-
ments by almost all of them that
would lead many of us to characterize
some of them as deists.

Even so, most of them would have
been surprised to hear someone say
Christianity was not an important in-
fluence on their religious and political
thinking.

Mr. Haynes’ question
In his article Mr. Haynes asked if

the United States was established on
Christian principles.

Based on his study of the U.S.
Constitution and the book Miracle at
Philadelphia he concluded:

“From my brief research, it does
not appear that the Constitution was
based on Judeo-Christian principles,
or that God directed the writing of the
Constitution, or that those who did
write it were particularly holy.”

Although none of us is in a position
to judge to what degree (if any) God

might have inspired the writing of the
Constitution or directed the men who
wrote it, the evidence is basic and
substantive that the document and the
government it established were based
on Judeo-Christian principles.

Only the Constitution
Hence I feel compelled to offer the

most basic elements of the available
evidence to refute Mr. Haynes’ con-
clusions.

First, his conclusions were formed

by looking at only a portion of the
evidence (specifically the Constitu-
tion itself).

However, the foundational docu-
ment of our republic is not the Consti-
tution. It is the Declaration of Inde-
pendence. We read in that document:

When in the Course of human events,
it becomes necessary for one people to
dissolve the political bands which have
connected them with another, and to
assume among the powers of the earth,
the separate and equal station to which
the Laws of Nature and of Nature’s God
entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes which impel
them to the separation.We hold these

truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
Rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness

—That to secure these rights, Gov-
ernments are instituted among Men, de-
riving their just powers from the con-
sent of the governed,

—That whenever any Form of Gov-
ernment becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the Right of the People to
alter or to abolish it, and to institute
new Government, laying its foundation

on such principles and organizing its
powers in such form, as to them shall
seem most likely to effect their Safety
and Happiness.”

Justified in sundering
Did you notice that? Thomas Jef-

ferson, in writing the Declaration,
said the people were justified in sun-
dering their bonds with the mother
country and forming a new govern-
ment by the “Laws of Nature and of
Nature’s God.”

He went on to acknowledge that all
of mankind was created, and that cer-
tain rights were given to them by their
Creator.

Divine Providence
In other words, the Creator is the

source of those rights, not any gov-
ernment that had or ever would exist
on this planet.

He also concluded the document
“with a firm reliance on the protection
of divine Providence.”

John Locke
It is generally acknowledged that

the most widely respected political the-

orist in the colonies at the time of the
American Revolution was John Locke.
His theory of a “social contract” ap-
pealed to American sensibilities.

In his America, 1603-1789: Prelude
to a Nation, Lawrence Leder wrote:

“The English had no written consti-
tution, relying instead on precedent,
custom, and parliamentary statutes.

“However, the colonies had known
written limits on governmental power
from their earliest days. Their char-
ters, frames of government, and even
Crown instructions to governors were
written constitutions.

“And such precisely defined limits,
of course, followed the Lockean tra-

dition, for the constitution is a formal-
ized social contract which enables the
parties to it to understand precisely
their rights and duties and to deter-
mine violations of the agreement.”

‘Covenant’ implies Christian
What could be more Judeo-Chris-

tian than a covenant?
Don’t both the Old and New Testa-

ments outline the rights, limits and re-
sponsibilities of the parties to the
agreement in writing?

Isn’t the fundamental premise of
the Jewish and Christian scriptures
that a contract existed between God
and “His” people?

Moreover, isn’t the Constitution of
the United States one of the most sub-
lime examples extant of this kind of
covenant between a people and its
government?

Finally, the notion behind the U.S.
Constitution is that it was “We the
people” who were establishing this
framework for governance. What
could be more Christian than that?

Didn’t Christ say He didn’t want His
followers to exercise arbitrary authority
over each other? (Luke 22:25-26).

I argue that the very notion of a
government official being a public
servant is nowhere more important on
this planet than in the United States of
America.

So, yes, the United States of Amer-
ica was most assuredly established on
the most fundamental of Judeo-
Christian principles!

The notion behind the U.S. Constitution is that it was
‘We the people’ who were establishing this framework for

governance. What could be more Christian than that?

Founders would admit Christianity influenced their thinking
Continued from page 3

Continued from page 20
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endar and talk about God’s feasts?”
Mr. Coulter’s question prompted a

chorus of laughs from his listeners.
He continued: “They [Reconcilia-

tion Group] say it’s not in the Bible so
therefore we’ll do it our own way.”

‘Is God able to preserve them?’
In a follow-up sermon a few weeks

later titled “Guard the Doctrine of
God,” Mr. Coul-
ter elaborated
on his defense
of the calculated
Jewish calendar.
He contended
that God gave
the calculations
exclusively to
the priests and
Levites.

“God gave the
calculations to
the Levites and to the priests, no one
else,” Mr. Coulter said.

“They are found within the Jewish
community”—in spite of other tradi-
tions of the Jews.

“Do you believe in God?” Mr.
Coulter continued. “Do you believe
God is faithful? Do you believe God
is able to make them [the Jews] pre-
serve it for us?

“How can we keep the Sabbath
and holy days correctly if they didn’t
preserve it correctly, though they
themselves may use it incorrectly?

“We believe God and know that
that [the calendar] is true.”

Constant calendar verification
Mr. Coulter said that in his years as

a Sabbath keeper he has personally
verified the accuracy of the Jewish
calendar.

“For 54 years I have verified the
calculated Hebrew calendar faithfully
every year,” he said.

He does that, he said, by noting the
position of the moon.

“On the 15th day of the 1st month
and the 15th day of the seventh
month, there is to be a full moon.
There has always been a full moon by
the calculated Hebrew calendar. Is it
correct? Yes, indeed.”

How important?
The main focus of Mr. Coulter’s

disdain for THE JOURNAL, however,
was Mr. Botha’s “To Kill a Lamb
Takes Time, Therefore 14th Passover
Impossible” and its companion piece
“How Important Is It Really?”

Mr. Botha argues in his main JOUR-
NAL essay and sidebar that the night
on which Jesus partook of His last
supper with His disciples and was
betrayed does not coincide with the
original Passover.

Further, states Mr. Botha, the meal
Jesus and His followers ate was not a
Passover observance per se but an
earlier and separate annual memorial
that could properly be called the
Lord’s Supper.

Traditional Passover
Mr. Coulter says he is of the position

that Jesus and His disciples kept a tra-
ditional Passover on the night on which
He was betrayed and that the annual
memorial of Jesus’ death coincides
with the actual Passover.

The source of controversy con-
cerning the timing of Passover is the
command by God in Leviticus 23:5
that “in the first month, on the four-
teenth day of the month in the eve-
ning, is the LORD’s passover.” (The
first month of the Hebrew year is
called Abib or Nisan).

Assuming, as do most but not all
Churches of God, that the scriptural
day runs from evening to evening, the
above-stated command implies the
question of whether the Passover
lamb was intended to be slain on the
evening beginning on the 14th or the
evening ending the 14th.

Adding to the controversy is that
the synoptic Gospels explicitly say
that Jesus on the “first day of unleav-
ened bread” sent Peter and John from

Bethany into the city to make prepara-
tions for eating the Passover and on
the evening of the same day ate a meal
with His disciples (Matthew 26:17-
20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-14).

However, the Gospel of John says
Jesus’ accusers the next morning
refused to enter into the governor’s
palace “so that they might not be
defiled, but might eat the passover”
(John 18:28).

Many interpreters of Scripture un-
derstand, therefore, that Jesus’ last
supper took place on the evening of
the 14th of Abib, while the Jews’ Pass-
over took place the following eve-
ning, on the 15th.

Apparent contradiction
Some resolve this apparent contra-

diction by reasoning, as Mr. Botha
does, that Jesus and His disciples did
not really eat a Passover lamb on the
night on which He was betrayed, but
that they merely ate a last meal in
which Jesus instituted the example of
the foot-washing and the memorial of
the bread and wine.

They say they believe that Jesus
and His disciples could not have eaten
of the Passover lamb that night be-
cause under the law of Moses the lamb
was not to be slain until the following
afternoon when the Jews slayed it.

Those within this school of thought
do practice foot-washing and observe
the memorial of the taking of the
bread and wine annually on the night
of the 14th of Abib, but most of them
do not refer to this practice as the
Passover.

Instead, they call it the Lord’s Sup-
per or the Memorial, and some go so
far as to keep the memorial as often as
they choose (that is, more often than
once a year) on grounds that they are
free to do so because it is not really
the Passover.

Others, as Mr. Coulter does, main-
tain that Jesus actually ate a Passover
meal with His disciples on that last
evening before His crucifixion and that
this was indeed the proper time to eat it
as prescribed in the Old Testament.

By extension, they claim that the
Jews by this time had begun keeping
the Passover on the wrong day.

Proponents of this school practice
foot-washing and observe the memo-
rial of the taking of the bread and
wine annually on the night of the 14th
of Abib, insisting that this observance
should be called the Passover.

Hybrid thought
A hybrid school of thought clings

to the idea that the Jews were correct-
ly keeping the Passover on the after-
noon of Jesus’ crucifixion but that the
Savior had kept the Passover a night
early because He knew He would be
dead the next evening.

Many within this school say the
Old Covenant Passover was kept on
the night of the 15th, while the New
Covenant Passover, pursuant to Je-
sus’ example, should now be kept on
the night of the 14th.

Hours of preparation
In support of his 15th-Passover

stance, Mr. Botha, who says he has
“slaughtered or helped to slaughter a
number of lambs, sheep, and goats,”
wrote that the process of slaying and
preparing a young lamb “takes hours.”

Therefore Jesus would not have
had the time on Abib 14 to slay, roast
and eat a Passover lamb with His dis-
ciples at sunset, wash His followers’
feet, institute the memorial of the
bread and wine, pray to His Father in
the garden and deliver a farewell dis-
course all before being arrested in the
middle of night.

It wouldn’t have taken that long
Mr. Coulter, in his sermon, coun-

tered that for persons experienced and
properly trained to do so it would not
have taken very long to kill and pre-
pare a Passover lamb.

He cited as an example a friend
who operated a farm Mr. Coulter vis-
ited in 1992 and killed and prepared
lambs with him as a demonstration.

“To answer that question, guess
what we did,” Mr. Coulter began.
“There was a friend of ours at that
time, he has since passed, who ran a
quail farm. He would sell thousands
and thousands of quail. He also raised
goats and sheep.

“We got together and we took two
little goats that had been born just a
few weeks before that. How long does
it take to roast a small kid? Say, maybe
after everything gutted, and you have
20 pounds left: 10 pounds is the
head and bones, 10 pounds is the
meat. How long would it take for
that to roast?

“Probably an hour, an hour
and a half . . . Botha says it takes
so long that you couldn’t have it
on the 14th. He is completely
wrong.”

What’s more important?
Some teachers within the

Churches of God do not make
the timing of the Old Covenant
Passover an issue of contention
as long as everyone agrees to
observe an annual New Cove-
nant memorial of the taking of
the bread and wine on the eve-
ning entering into the 14th day
of Abib.

Mr. Botha, for example,
argues in his essays in THE JOURNAL
that acknowledging Jesus Christ as
the Passover and being “teachable”
and “willing to change when proved
wrong” is more important than under-
standing the actual sequence of
events that led to Christ’s crucifixion.

Mr. Coulter, however, believes Je-
sus and the authentic worshipers of
God adhered to a 14th Passover under
both the Old and New Covenants and
that any departure from this strict con-
struction is the gateway to apostasy.

“There is going to be another
change coming concerning doctrine
within various Churches of God,” Mr.
Coulter warned in his “Guard the
Doctrine” sermon.

“They are already telegraphing it
the same way they telegraphed it in
their tactics before, and the same min-
isters are now in position in another
large Church of God to do the same
thing. What do they always start
with? Passover. Always.”

(The first change in doctrine Mr.
Coulter referred to was the gradual
departure by the leadership of the
Worldwide Church of God from
Sabbatarian beliefs beginning in the
early 1990s and culminating around
1995.)

Important enough for a book
Mr. Coulter believes the time,

place and manner of Passover are so
important that he wrote a 500-page
book on the subject.

Originally published in 1993 and
revised in 1999, Fred Coulter’s book
The Christian Passover sets out to
prove that the true Passover has
always been and must always be
kept on the evening beginning the
14th day of the first month and that
those who no longer keep the Pass-
over on the 14th have strayed from
the truth.

In a recent interview by E-mail
with this writer for THE JOURNAL (Mr.
Coulter was in California; this writer

was in Texas), Mr. Coulter took time
to answer, among other things, why
he contends the newspaper’s subtitle
would be more appropriate if it were
HERESIES TO DECEIVE THOSE WHO ARE
TRYING TO BE FAITHFUL rather than
NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD.

The best evidence is self-evidence
Mr. Coulter said the newspaper’s

content speaks for itself.
“Concerning heresies to deceive

those who are trying to be faithful, if
you know the Bible it is self-evident.”

When asked what grievances he
has against THE JOURNAL or against
Mr. Cartwright, Mr. Coulter explained
that the newspaper’s inclusion of so
many differing beliefs together in one
publication is not “seeking truth.”

Explained Mr. Coulter, “Truth is
the goal.”

The questioner then asked Mr.
Coulter why he believes Mr. Botha
and others in the Churches of God
such as Herman Hoeh and Garner Ted
Armstrong were so wrong, since they,
after all, recognized and observed a
New Covenant memorial of Jesus’
sacrifice annually on the evening of
the 14th of Abib just like Mr. Coulter
but under a different rationale.

In response, Mr. Coulter did what
he has reportedly done before when

asked about his Passover stance: refer
the questioner to his 500-page book
on the subject.

“Concerning the 15th Passover,
please forward your address and I
will send you the book The Christian
Passover,” he replied. “That will an-
swer all the questions.”

Answer your own question, please
Perhaps becoming impatient with

the continuing questions, Mr. Coulter
also gave a summary answer when
asked to elaborate on his claim that
tinkering with the original under-
standing of the Churches of God con-
cerning Passover is the first overt act
in a plan to lead God’s people into
apostasy.

“Look at the history of the Church
of God,” he said. “That will answer
your question.”

Mr. Coulter claimed there is some-
thing the publishers of THE JOURNAL

could do to correct the situation, but
his prescription would essentially
result in the newspaper closing shop.

“What Dixon needs to do—and ev-
eryone else—is to search for the
truth,” he said.

“Now, if THE JOURNAL did that they
wouldn’t have anything to publish.”

Refusing to share
The interview concluded with Mr.

Coulter refusing to share any news of
coming projects of the Christian Bib-
lical Church of God.

Declared Mr. Coulter, “Any future
plans for Christian Biblical Church of
God will be announced to the church
and not through THE JOURNAL.”

The Fred principle doesn’t work
Dixon Cartwright, 67, does not ac-

cept Fred Coulter’s assessment that

his newspaper promotes “heresy” by
printing a plethora of opinions.

In an interview with this writer Mr.
Cartwright argued that refusing to print
articles that contain alleged doctrinal
errors would impede the very search
for truth that Mr. Coulter calls for.

Explained Mr. Cartwright:
“To apply Fred’s principle to THE

JOURNAL would require me to deter-
mine if the views I print in my writ-
ers’ opinion pieces and advertise-
ments are scripturally valid or not
and, if they’re not, I must refuse to
run them . . .

“A policy of ensuring that every-
body gets everything right—whatev-
er is meant by right—before it ap-
pears as ink on newsprint would not
only be impossible but would do
nothing but stifle discussion and cre-
ativity and impede the search for truth
when it comes to understanding the
mind of God.”

Balky idea
When asked if he would consider

regularly printing an editorial written
by his staff that would reflect the
opinion of the publication, Mr. Cart-
wright balked at such an idea on
grounds that he believed it would not
be feasible.

“Some papers run unsigned edito-
rials that are supposedly the publica-
tion’s official position about some-
thing,” he explained.

“My preference, and thus my prac-
tice, is that an editorial or column be
signed.

“My working position is that it
would be next to impossible to regu-
larly run unsigned editorials that re-
flect something that could feasibly be

Mr. Coulter says heresies are ‘self-evident’ to Bible readers

As Mr. Coulter waved a copy of THE JOURNAL before
his audience he said, ‘I think we need to retitle it Heresies

to Deceive Those Who Are Trying to Be Faithful.’

Continued from page 1

See SOME CRITICIZE, page 23

When you’re out and about on the Web, stop in at

TheJournal
News of the Churches of God

We’re right where you’d expect us to be, at
www.thejournal.org

BEFORE AND DURING—Fred Coulter speaks
in Pasadena, Calif., April 5, 2014, both without
and with a copy of THE JOURNAL in his hand.The
issue he’s holding is No. 159, dated Feb. 28,

2014. The lead article in that issue is a news
report on the death of Ray Wooten, Mr. Coul-
ter’s counterpart in another Church of God min-
istry. [Screen captures by Edward Malone]

Edward Malone
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Some criticize Mr. Coulter for leaving while HWA was alive
thought of as the collective opinion of
the staff. What in the world would be
the collective opinion of the staff?

“Who knows? Fred may be able to
magically know what his members
are thinking, especially if they will
allow him to advise them what to
think.

“But I don’t see how I could magi-
cally know for sure what anybody on
my staff is thinking, much less expect
them to all have the same opinion
about something.”

The purpose of THE JOURNAL

Mr. Cartwright acknowledged that
his own commentaries that occasion-
ally appear in THE JOURNAL reflect the
personal opinions of Dixon Cartwright
and are not necessarily the opinions of
anybody else, including the newspa-
per’s staff and other writers.

When asked what are his newspa-
per’s purpose, intended audience and
intended effect upon that audience,
Mr. Cartwright talked about commu-
nication and boundaries.

“THE JOURNAL is a forum that was
originally meant for Church of God
Christians to be able to air their opin-
ions, including opinions about doc-
trine, and also communicate with
each other across Church of God
boundaries,” he said.

“To this day it can be difficult for
COG folks to keep in touch with
each other because some COG min-
istries discourage such communica-
tion and in fact sometimes attempt to
forbid it.”

No 14th bias
Although THE JOURNAL provided a

platform for Mr. Botha to argue the
impossibility that Jesus and His apos-
tles kept a Passover on the evening on
which he was betrayed, Mr. Cart-
wright denies having any bias against
a 14th Passover.

He said he is always receptive to
publishing an opinion in one of the
newspaper’s comment sections in
favor of a 14th Passover as long as it
is “interesting and coherent and re-
spectful of other people’s views.”

“I’m not hostile at all to the Nisan
14 view,” he affirmed. “I take no offi-
cial stand on that kind of thing, and I

have no personal preference. Each
view has its proponents who make a
reasonable case. For many years now
this kind of thing is not something I
take sides on.

“But I’ve run many pro-14th-Pass-
over essays and other articles over the
years.”

Dixon to Fred
When asked if he had any message

for Fred Coulter, Mr. Cartwright ad-
vised him, in effect, to relax. Con-
cluded Mr. Cartwright:

“If I have a gripe with Fred, it’s not
so much with what he says about me
or anybody else.

“It’s that I think it would be advis-
able for him to let himself be subject
to cross-examination by someone

who might want to write an article for
THE JOURNAL about his comments
and/or accusations.

“So I guess my comment to him
would be a friendly ‘Lighten up,
Fred.’ ”

Mr. Cartwright, after learning that
Mr. Coulter had agreed to answer
questions from this writer, commend-
ed Mr. Coulter for granting the inter-
view for a JOURNAL article.

Memorable voice mail
The April 5 sermon in Pasadena

was not the first time Mr. Coulter had
taken issue with THE JOURNAL.

In November 2012 Mr. Coulter, a
former longtime subscriber to and
advertiser in THE JOURNAL, left a tele-
phone voice-mail message to publish-
er Cartwright requesting to be re-
moved from the newspaper’s sub-
scription list, saying that “your publi-
cation now is virtually worthless.”

The voice mail to Mr. Cartwright
came in the aftermath of a commen-
tary in which Mr. Cartwright referred
to the 66-book Bible canon as “the ele-
phant in our room.” (See THE JOURNAL,

issue No. 146, dated Dec. 20, 2011.)
Mr. Cartwright immediately E-

mailed Mr. Coulter to offer him a
refund for his subscription and to
invite him to write or call him to dis-
cuss what he no longer liked about the
newspaper.

Mr. Cartwright said Mr. Coulter did
not respond to the E-mail and he has
not heard from him personally since.

Early history
Converted and baptized in the early

1960s, Mr. Coulter attended the Uni-
versity of San Francisco and graduat-
ed from San Mateo State College be-
fore graduating from Ambassador Col-
lege, Pasadena, Calif., with a bache-
lor’s degree in theology in 1964.

He was ordained a minister in the

Radio Church of God in 1965 and
pastored several congregations in
California, the Pacific Northwest and
the mountain states.

He completed advanced biblical
and ministerial studies in 1972-75
under the AC master’s-degree pro-
gram and wrote the book A Harmony
of the Gospels in Modern English:
The Life of Jesus Christ in 1974.

Mr. Coulter left the Worldwide
Church of God in 1979. (The church
changed its name from the Radio
Church of God to the Worldwide
Church of God in 1968.)

He cited as the cause of his separa-
tion from the church the ordination of
controversial church attorney and
business manager Stanley Rader as
well as the church’s alleged watering
down of the gospel.

A new church
That same year Mr. Coulter and

other Sabbath-keeping church mem-
bers organized the Biblical Church of
God, and he became an editor and
writer of its magazine, Bible Answers.

In 1983 he and seven other members

separated themselves from the Biblical
Church of God and established the
Christian Biblical Church of God.

Harmonizing the Gospels
As a follow-up to his Harmony of

the Gospels, Mr. Coulter, a Greek
scholar, was motivated to translate an
entire version of the New Testament.

After 12 years of work The New
Testament In Its Original Order: A
Faithful Version With Commentary
was completed and published in 2004.

After collaborating with Old Tes-
tament Hebrew consultant E. Mi-
chael Heiss in the development of an
OT translation, he incorporated that
work into a translation of both testa-
ments titled The Holy Bible in Its
Original Order.

The latest project sponsored by Mr.
Coulter is a Web site called Church at
Home (ChurchAtHome.org).

It features hundreds of half-hour
video presentations and other materi-
als for in-home Bible study and is
designed for Christians looking for
alternatives to what the Web site calls
“one-size-fits-all corporate church”
experiences.

Dogma and exclusivity
Mr. Coulter, however, is not with-

out his own critics. Proponents of a
less-dogmatic and more-inclusive
Church of God such as Norman Ed-
wards of Shepherd’s Voice magazine
have opined that Mr. Coulter is too
inflexible and condemning of those
with whom he disagrees.

While Mr. Coulter would seeming-
ly have much in common with the
more-conservative preachers within
the Churches of God, it is possible
that some of them may view him and
his Christian Biblical Church of God
as competition.

Some ministries of a strong pro–
Herbert Armstrong leaning have de-

nounced him because he left Mr.
Armstrong’s church when Mr. Arm-
strong, their standard bearer, was
still alive.

Dr. Meredith’s letter
In fact, Roderick C. Meredith, the

organizer and presiding elder of the
Living Church of God, issued a letter
in 2008 to members of the LCG,
instructing them “in the name of
Jesus Christ” not to “meet with or fel-
lowship with Fred Coulter.”

In that letter Dr. Meredith claimed
Mr. Coulter was “a dissident” who
“angrily and very disrespectfully con-
fronted” “God’s Apostle, Herbert W.
Armstrong” “back in 1979.”

(See “Fred Coulter Disfellowshipped
for Third Time,” THE JOURNAL, issue
No. 127, dated April 30, 2008.)

Thousands of people
In spite of the criticism, the Chris-

tian Biblical Church of God has grown
to reach thousands of people in fel-
lowship groups, small congregations
and other scattered pockets around the
world.

The church’s Web site reports a total
of 40,000 monthly visitors.

Headquartered in Hollister, Calif.,
the CBCG has congregations and Feast
of Tabernacles sites in the United
States and Canada, with additional ad-
dresses in Australia, New Zealand,
the United Kingdom, South Africa,
Ethiopia and Kenya.

Besides his Gospel harmony, Bi-
ble translation and Passover treatise,
the literary works of Fred Coulter
include The Day Jesus the Christ
Died, which chronicles Jesus’ death
and resurrection; The Appointed
Times of Jesus the Messiah, which
outlines the birth, life and work of
Jesus; and Lord, What Should I Do?,
a book intended as a survival guide
to what Mr. Coulter calls “today’s
dysfunctional Christianity.”

More information
Learn more about Fred Coulter and

the CBCG by visiting cbcg.org or
calling (831) 637-1875.

As of this writing, you may view the
video of Mr. Coulter’s April 5, 2014,
sermon in which he references THE
JOURNAL at tinyurl.com/coulterjournal.

When asked what THE JOURNAL should do to address his concerns,
Mr. Coulter said it should search for the truth: ‘Now, if

THE JOURNAL did that they wouldn’t have anything to publish.’

Continued from page 22

Churches of God trace origins to 1840s Millerite movement
was to keep an “open” creed.

Mr. Coulter shows that the Church-
es of God are not a continuation of an
apostolic beginning. They do not
have their origins in earlier Sabbath-
keeping Christians in West-
ern Europe.

He states that the claim
by various COGs of an
apostolic succession is
“pure fantasy!”

He further states: “The
Church of God (Seventh
Day) had a definite begin-
ning here in the United States.
It is strictly an American insti-
tution. All of the earliest pio-
neers of the Church became Ad-
ventist through William Miller’s
Adventist movement of the
1830s-1840s.

“None of the earliest founders of
the Church practiced Sabbath keeping
at the time of their conversion to
Christianity, nor practiced an annual
communion service.”

Before there were blogs
Various doctrines and how they

impacted the church are covered in
chapters on Christology, the church’s
eschatology, reforming the church’s
theology and doctrines that developed
through open-forum magazines.

The doctrinal issues that currently
divide the remnants of the WCG have
surfaced many times before and were
also issues that were factors in the

formation of the Church of God (Sev-
enth Day).

The impact of Andrew Dugger
and his presidency and then division

of the church by Dugger
and others into the Salem
and Stanberry confer-
ences take several more
chapters.

The chapter titled
“Herbert  W. Arm-
strong’s Relationship
to the Church of
God” gives  evi-
dence that  Mr.
Armstrong was
less than honest
about his rela-
tionship with the
Church of God

(Seventh Day).
It also points out flaws in Mr.

Armstrong’s “egotistical claim of
being God’s man of the hour,” as Mr.
Coulter puts it.

The “demise of Armstrong’s church
empire” is a short section covering
“the end” of the Worldwide Church of
God (although the WCG has not
ended; it lives as Grace Communion
International).

Mr. Coulter compresses some of
the events he chronicles but gives a
summary of what took place.

His disdain for what he sees as fab-
rications used by Mr. Armstrong comes
through in his summary of this period:

“God forbids gloating over the
calamity of an individual. But if one

believed in church eras, Armstrong’s
church of his assumed Philadelphia
era was short-lived and now looks
more like the Laodicean church . . .
Armstrong’s Philadelphia church has
disappeared, while the Church of God
(Seventh Day), which he described as
Sardis, never experienced the ‘flash in
the pan’ wealth or prominence he en-
joyed. But it still lives.

“It continues to travel toward
God’s eternal kingdom proclaiming
the gospel of Christ. It had no allu-
sions of grandeur for itself.”

Mentions Garner Ted
Mr. Coulter concludes the chapter

about Mr. Armstrong with a short ac-
count of how Mr. Armstrong’s son
Garner Ted Armstrong declined an offer
of a ranch in Oregon to be developed

and used as a Christian camping facil-
ity and instead referred the offer to the
Church of God (Seventh Day).

As a result, Sis-Q Meadows was
developed and has become a multi-
use facility by the Denver-based CG7
in Oregon.

Several more chapters are devoted

to efforts to reunite the Salem and
Stanberry conferences that resulted in
a merger that brought the conference

headquarters to
Denver.

Difficulties
following the
merger are also
detailed.

The most posi-
tive-sounding
chapter, titled
“The Church’s
Golden Years
1963-2000,” is
the most disap-

pointing chapter to this reader.
Those supposedly golden years

included the 24 years Mr. Coulter
served as chairman of the conference
board and president of the church.

With so many years of personal his-
tory to relate, it would have been more
interesting to include more than the 12
pages devoted to this and the three
pages of the concluding “The Journey
Continues” segment of the book.

He gives only a severely curtailed ac-
count and list of achievements for the

golden-years part of the history.
Mr. Coulter takes great pains to re-

late numerous and extensive details
of events earlier in the church’s histo-
ry. At one point he even admits “there
are passages in The Journey that the
reader may find laborious to read.” 

To then devote so few pages to
nearly 40 years of history when he
penned more than 400 pages to arrive
at this point in the church’s history
leaves the reader wanting more in the
way of personal details and historical
accounts of the “golden years.”

The book is well documented with
footnotes and with a 60-page appen-
dix following 456 pages of history.

Available on CG7 Web site
Anyone interested at all in the his-

tory and doctrines of the Church of

God movement will find this book
worth reading. It is available for $25
from the church’s Web site, cog7.org.

(See also “Former CG7 President
Gives His Understanding of History
of Church of God and Mr. Arm-
strong,” THE JOURNAL, issue No. 131,
dated September-December 2008.)

The book is well documented with extensive
footnotes and with a 60-page appendix

following 456 pages of history.

Continued from page 17

Robert Coulter
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BIXBY, Okla.—A man who was
a special friend and relative of
the publishers of THE JOURNAL

died unexpectedly May 2, 2014.
Ray Kurr of Mounds, Okla., grand-

father of Cater Cartwright of Nacog-
doches, Texas, who is also the grand-
son of Dixon and Linda Cartwright
of Big Sandy, Texas, died in his
sleep that Friday morning.

Mr. Kurr’s funeral was in a
large Baptist church in Bixby on
May 7.

The funeral was officiated by
Dave Havir, family friend and
pastor of the Church of God Big
Sandy. The funeral service and
visitation were attended by more
than 600 people.

“The sudden death of Ray Kurr
was a tremendous loss,” Mr. Havir
told THE JOURNAL. “The greatest
loss will obviously be felt by his
family. However, Ray’s music
ministry had a powerful effect
upon many in the Body of Christ.”

Included in the funeral service
were video selections from a DVD
of Mr. Kurr and his Fellowship
Choir singing songs performed at
the home congregation of the
Church of God Big Sandy and at a
Feast of Tabernacles site in Destin, Fla.

(Upon hearing about the death of
Mr. Kurr, David Havir III of Nacog-
doches quickly put together the DVD
for the family.)

Dave Havir opened the funeral
service by thanking on
behalf of the family the
audience for attending.
He mentioned that the
service would be a
“celebration of the life
of Ray Kurr.”

Mr. Havir served as
a moderator for a two-
hour service that included music and
eulogies. He referred to two scrip-
tures—Ecclesiastes 9:10 and Psalm
100:1-2—that the family chose to typ-
ify Mr. Kurr’s approach to life.

Steve Andrews of Tulsa, newly an-
nounced pastor of the Tulsa Church of
God (see “Tulsa Pastor Retires, New
Pastor’s Coming on Board,” THE
JOURNAL, issue No. 160, dated March
31, 2014), came forward to read the
obituary and offer an opening prayer.

His son David Andrews of Spo-
kane, Wash., who had participated in
the Fellowship Choir before moving
to Washington state, sang a vocal solo
titled “The Anchor Holds.”

Short preaching
Mr. Havir next spent a short time

preaching. He described changing the
normal format of the service.

“Most of my funerals involve talk-
ing about the deceased person for the
majority of the time and then end
with a very short amount of preach-
ing,” he said.

“However, I did the short preach-
ing early because we planned to con-
clude with DVD presentations of Ray
singing.”

Mr. Havir read 1 Thessalonians 4:13
and stressed two concepts.

“It is natural to have sorrow,” he
said. “But it should be our goal to mix
that sorrow with the hope of the res-
urrection.”

At this point in the program the
family arranged for a DVD presenta-

tion of Mr. Kurr and the Fellowship
Choir singing “Soon and Very Soon.”

Comments by friends
Next came eulogies delivered by

friends of the family:
Craig Buis of Tulsa.
Ken Barton of Broken Arrow.
Terry Sundberg of Tulsa.
Kim Skelton of White Oak, Texas.
Dixon Cartwright of Big Sandy,

who read a eulogy by Larry Neff of
Berthoud, Colo.

Comments by family members
Next came eulogies delivered by

family members.
Ronda Honeycutt (sister-in-law

of Mr. Kurr) of Pasadena, Calif.
Bill Hesser (brother-in-law of

Mr. Kurr) of Pasadena.
Lindsey Kurr (daughter-in-law

of Mr. Kurr) of Tulsa.

Written comments
Mr. Havir generally invites members

of the immediate family to make oral

comments during a funeral, knowing
that most decline because this endeavor
is difficult. But it is common for family
members to write something.

Mr. Havir read comments from Har-
old and Martha Clement and Brittney, all
of Mounds, Raymond, of Tulsa, Bridget,
of Nashville, Tenn., Brandi, of Nacog-
doches, Texas, and Pam, of the home.
(See “Ray Kurr’s Music Will Continue
in My Heart,” beginning on page 3.)

Friends forever
At the end of the eulogies, Mr.

Havir told of a private conversation
he had had with Mr. Kurr. Since Mr.
Havir is 61 and Mr. Kurr was 58, Mr.
Havir had asked his friend to sing the
song “Friends” at his (Mr. Havir’s)
hypothetical funeral.

With modern technology, a rendi-
tion of Mr. Kurr singing the song can
be played at a future time. However,
daughter Brandi said she and some of
the other siblings might also serve in
that way in the future.

At this time in the service, Ray-
mond and Lindsey Kurr sang “Friends”
(with a version by Michael W. Smith
in the background).

Musical conclusion
The family next showed a DVD

rendition of Mr. Kurr singing the
song “Isn’t It Just Like a Loving
God?,” by Terry Miller, that was re-
corded at a Feast site in Destin.

The family next presented a slide-
show compiled by
Trey Cartwright
(Brandi’s husband)
with the selection
“He Is Our Peace”
performed by the
Fellowship Choir.

Mr. Havir invited
Mark Welch of Kel-

lyville, Okla. (who is pastoring four
congregations of the United Church of
God in Oklahoma until his imminent
move to Dallas, Texas), to give a prayer.

The last DVD presentation of the
day was the selection “Jerusalem!”
(the version made famous by The Hop-
pers), which was recorded during the
last performance of Mr. Kurr and the
Fellowship Choir at the Church of
God Big Sandy in January.

Cemetery and reception
At the end of the service, some went

directly to the community center in
Mounds to visit with the family at a
reception.

Others made their way to the ceme-
tery before going to the reception.

At the cemetery, in Mounds, Mr.
Havir made brief comments before
asking Wynn Skelton of White Oak to
read from Matthew 25 and asking
Wayne Cole of Tyler to give the com-
mittal prayer.

See Mr. Kurr’s obituary on page 5
of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

TheJournal
News of the Churches of God
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755

Issue No. 162 (May 31, 2014) Please rush!

Prsrt Std
US Postage

Paid
Permit No. 88

75602

Missing Ray Kurr: Friends, family reminisce Notes and quotes

Knoxville’s uncertain future
KNOXVILLE, Tenn.—The

unexpected death of Bruce
Horne, Ph.D., leaves members

of a new
Knoxville
congregation
uncertain of
their future.

On the
morning after
Dr. Horne’s
death, on
May 22,
2014, the
church’s
temporary
Web site

stated that the congregation he
pastored would no longer meet
for services.

As of the next day, however,
an update stated that services
would be canceled for May 24
but visitors should “please check
back for further information.”

Church member and Web-site
designer Emil Gray told THE
JOURNAL that the source of
uncertainty is that Dr. Horne’s
departure leaves no elders in the
congregation.

“Bruce was my friend and pas-
tor,” said Mr. Gray, articulating
the sentiments of other Knoxville
members who posted remem-
brances of Dr. Horne on Face-
book. “He will be greatly missed.”

See the church’s Web site at
ourevillage.com/cogkt. See Dr.
Horne’s obituary on page 5 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.

UCM Feast canceled
ROANOKE, Ind.—United

Christian Ministries, founded by
Ray and Peggy Wooten in 1995,
is still recovering from Mr.
Wooten’s death, on Feb. 9, 2014.

Members of the UCG’s board
have decided to cancel a UCM-
sponsored Feast site that had
been planned for this year.

As of this writing, the min-
istry’s Web site, ucgfamily.org,
was still announcing that the
Feast of Tabernacles would go
forward as originally planned in
Pigeon Forge, Tenn., Oct. 8-16.

However, UCM board member
George Crow of Katy, Texas, told
a writer for THE JOURNAL that the
information on the Web site is
inaccurate.

“The board decided on May 4
that there would be no UCM
Feast,” he said.

Mr. Wooten’s final sermon,
which he delivered at the 2013
Feast, is available on DVD. Write
one of the following addresses to
request a copy:

UCM, P.O. Box 608, Roanoke,
Ind. 46783, U.S.A., or ucmfam-
ily111@gmail.com.

God in history
JANESVILLE, Wis.—For

a study paper titled “God
in the History of the English-
Speaking Peoples” visit the site
operated by Carl Falzone,
cgministry-inchrist.org.

Or write Mr. Falzone at
cgminchrist@charter.net.

Ask and you shall receive
FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.—

Alan Ruth’s Web site, BibleStudy.
org, has added 15 articles to its
free online collection of “great
study materials,” Mr. Ruth said.

The following is a list of ques-
tions from site visitors that
inspired the articles:

What is the timeline of
Jesus’ ministry after His resur-
rection?

Do blood moons signal the
end of the world as we know it?

Is God male or female?
Why does God want us to

call Him Father and not Mother?
Is the devil a he or a she?
How did the ichthus

(Christian fish) symbol come to
represent belief in Jesus?

How can you cooperate with
God to unlock your priceless
eternal potential?

Why were you born?
What does the Bible say

about polygamy?
Do angels fight?
Did God create sin? What

part does the devil play in sin’s
existence?

Just what do you mean
unequally yoked?

Why are the teachings of
many Christian groups not com-
patible with the Bible?

What five signs did Jesus
say will follow believers?

Can God fail us?
Which miracle of Jesus is

the only one recorded in all four
Gospels?

Mr. Ruth would like to consider
more questions and suggestions
for more answers. Write him at
biblestudysite@aol.com.

Season of Our Joy
HAWKINS, Texas—“Now is

the time to be thinking about this
fall’s Feast of Tabernacles,”
announced Tim Kelley, founder
and operator of the Ami Yisrael
ministry.

The 2014 observance of
Sukkot, or the Feast of Booths,
or Feast of Tabernacles, spon-
sored by Ami Yisrael, is planned
for the Windermere Baptist
Church Camp at Lake of the
Ozarks, Mo.

Mr. Kelley said it’s been the
goal of his ministry’s Feast
observances “to help people
form Hebraic communities.”

In 2013, he said, “we focused
on helping families who are turn-
ing to the Hebraic walk. This
year we want to carry that a step
further by showing how it’s pos-
sible to have peaceful Hebraic
communities in our day.”

Thus the theme for this year’s
Season of Our Joy (a name Mr.
Kelley uses for the Tabernacles
season) is “Baquesh Shalom,” or
“Seek Peace.”

The 2014 festival will begin
Wednesday evening, Oct. 8, and
go through Thursday, Oct. 16, in
accordance with the traditional
Jewish calendar.

Write Mr. Kelley at
tim@sooj.org.

‘The sudden death of Ray Kurr was a
tremendous loss. But Ray’s music ministry

had a powerful effect upon many.’
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ALL SMILES—Ray Kurr holds grandson Cater Cart-
wright. See more photos of Mr. Kurr and his family on
pages 3, 5 and 17 of this issue and page 1 of the April
30, 2014, issue. [Photo courtesy Bridget Kurr]
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