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Was U.S.A. established
on Christian principles?
The writer and his wife, Amelia,
came into the Worldwide Church of
God in Concord, N.H., in 1973. They
left the WCG in 1995 and attend the
Church of God a Worldwide Association and other congregations. They
live in Juliette and operate an advertising agency in nearby Macon. Mr.
Haynes is 69 years old.
By Phil Haynes
ULIETTE, Ga.—Many people
claim our country’s government
was founded on “Christian principles.” Is this true?
With time for only a cursory investigation, I studied two documents: our
Constitution, and a book about our
Constitution—Catherine Drinker Bowen’s Miracle at Philadelphia, a 300page account of the writing of the Constitution in Philadelphia in 1787 and its
ratification by the states in 1788.
I learned a lot more about our government’s founding principles than I
had set out to learn. Not only do we
have misconceptions about Christianity’s role in shaping our government, but also about other factors that
made our government what it is.
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Perceptions and reality
Here I list some popular perceptions, followed by what our Constitution and Ms. Bowen reveal about the
matter.
Perception No. 1: Our Constitution expanded our freedom.
Actually, our Constitution was written to limit our freedom.

In 1787, the year our Constitution
was written, America’s biggest problem was freedom. There was too
much of it. Our three-year-old nation
was slipping into anarchy.
Why? It was because of the weak
constitution we already had, the Articles of Confederation, which the Colonies adopted in 1781 in the middle of
our war of independence with Britain.
Under the Articles each state was
“free, Sovereign and Independent” to
do pretty much as it pleased, with little regard for national interests.
Like bratty children with no parental control, the 13 states disputed
boundaries, passed tariff laws against
each other, issued their own currency
and could exclude commerce from
each other.
Nine states had their own navies.
New states came and went. Transylvania, Franklin, Westsylvania and
Vandalia cobbled together governments and their own courts of law.
America needed a central government with enough clout to bring order
and unity.
To get that kind of government,
America needed a new constitution.
Congress sanctioned, in 1787, a
convention in Philadelphia to revise
the Articles of Confederation to deal
with the chaotic situation. The 55 delegates to the convention began meeting in May of that year.
When they emerged four months
later, in September, they had done
something that was heroic—and unSee FOUNDERS, page 27

‘FBI and ATF view that Waco
fire was inevitable is wrong’
The writer is founder of The Reunion Institute in Houston. This article is based on an excerpt of a
speech Dr. Arnold delivered recently
to an audience at Baylor University
in Waco, Texas, about David Koresh
and the Branch Davidians.
See also the lead article beginning elsewhere on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.
By Phillip Arnold
OUSTON, Texas—It is true
that for more than 50 years
the various permutations of
the Davidian tradition had been discussing what
the biblical
texts promised
in the way of
fire in the end
time.
Kenneth
Newport in his
The Branch Davidians of Waco: The History and Beliefs of an Apo- Phillip Arnold
calyptic Sect (Oxford, 2006) calls
special attention to the fact that the
Davidian community believed fire
would play an important role in the
final confrontation of the community with the enemies of God.
In sermons and publications, the
Davidians had speculated on what
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the book of Daniel means about the
people of God perishing by sword,
pestilence and fire.
Such eschatological prophecies in
Daniel and Revelation had convinced them that one day the world
would turn on them for following
God, for keeping the Sabbath and
holy days, for not observing “pagan
Christmas” and “pagan Easter,” for
not eating pork, for doing as they believed Jesus did based on the Hebrew Bible and New Testament.
Prophecies of death by fire
They realized that, indeed, they
may someday get burned up by their
enemies. Then again they speculated
that God might protect them as He
did the three Hebrews in the fiery
furnace (Daniel 3) and Daniel in the
lions’ den (Daniel 6).
Or perhaps there would be a combination of both, as in 1 Thessalonians
4 and 1 Corinthians 15, where the
people of God are transformed into
spirit through a divine act.
At any rate, the Branch Davidians
understood that God would use fire
to destroy the end-time enemies of
God’s people, prior to elevating His
people to spirit life.
Professor Newport echoes lawenforcement suspicions that the fire
at Mount Carmel, near Waco, Texas,
was inevitable. He implies that there
See WACO WITNESS, page 6

The Journal’s
Feast listing
in this issue

T
The Music Man
LAST PICTURE OF RAY KURR—Ray Kurr (left) and Ken Barton, both of the Tulsa,
Okla., area, clown around during a choir practice in the building owned by the Tulsa
Church of God on Wednesday evening, April 30, 2014. This is probably the last photo
taken of Mr. Kurr, who died unexpectedly two days later. Mr. Kurr, a relative of JOURNAL
publishers Dixon and Linda Cartwright, was heavily involved in music as a singer and
director in the Churches of God and his community. He attended the Church of God
Big Sandy and the Tulsa Church of God. He snapped the photo that appeared in this
place in the March 2014 issue of THE JOURNAL: a view of the Tulsa congregation’s
building and sign. See Mr. Kurr’s obituary on page 9. [Photo by Brittney Kurr]

HE JOURNAL lists contact information, locations and
dates of the Feast of Tabernacles observances for 2014 in this
issue on page 13.
If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
toll-free to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days
in the date.
For example, many observances this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

21 years ago this month: Waco eyewitness
argues that 1993 holocaust was avoidable
By Dixon Cartwright
AN ANTONIO, Texas—April
19, 2014, is the 21st anniversary
of an event seared into the
synapses of the brain of Phillip Arnold.
On April 19, 1993, Dr. Arnold,
founder and director of The Reunion
Institute in Houston, was both a spectator of and participant in events near
Waco, Texas, that ended the lives of
80 Sabbatarian Christians, including
16 children.
An inferno erupted after personnel
of two U.S.-government agencies, the
Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
and Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
Firearms (ATF), decided to end a 51day standoff.
They ended it by storming the
headquarters of a religious movement
known as the Branch Davidians.
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Mount Carmel
Mount Carmel was the name of the
buildings and land on which adherents
to the little-known Sabbath- and feastkeeping religion lived under the iron

fist of one David Koresh.
Mr. Koresh was leader of the group
founded by Seventh-day Adventist
dissident Victor T. Houteff in the
1930s. Mr. Houteff had moved from
Los Angeles to Waco in 1935 and,
with a small group of followers,
bought 189 acres outside of town,
naming it Mount Carmel after references in Amos 1:2 and 9:3.
Originally known as the General
Association of the Shepherd’s Rod
Seventh-day Adventists, the members
shortly thereafter became known as
“Davidians” because of their belief
that they would someday establish a
“Davidic” kingdom in Palestine.
Claimed to be SDAs
The Davidians still considered themselves members of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, even though the
SDAs and the Davidians had major
theological differences.
In 1942 they renamed themselves
the Davidian Seventh-day Adventists.
After World War II the Davidians for-

BEFORE THE FIRE—This is the Branch Davidian compound
near Waco, Texas, before the fire that killed more than 80 people in April 1993. In articles that begin on pages 1 and 6 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL, Phillip Arnold remembers the events of

mally split from the mother church.
In 1957 the Davidians divided up
and sold the original Mount Carmel
property to developers and bought
941 acres farther out of town, nine
miles east of Waco.
Mr. Houteff died Feb. 5, 1955, and
his wife, Florence, took over control
of the group.
Latter-day Elijah
On April 22, 1959, Mrs. Houteff
announced to 600 Davidian members
that Mr. Houteff (even though he was
dead) was the “latter-day prophet Elijah who is to return just before the
Day of the Lord.”
Some Davidians at the time expected Mr. Houteff to be resurrected to
fulfill his destiny as Elijah.
The Branch
Mrs. Houteff served as the group’s
leader for a time, then Benjamin
Roden emerged in 1959 as the new
Davidian “prophet.”
See DAVID KORESH, page 4

1993. April 2014 marks 21 years since the government-fueled
siege that ended tragically with the deaths of scores of
Sabbath- and feast-keeping Christians in Texas. [Photo courtesy The Reunion Institute]
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Letters from our readers
Ray Wooten’s legacy
hat a wonderful legacy Ray
Wooten left us! The Feb.
28, 2014, JOURNAL article
“COGs Aren’t God’s Church” is right
on. I agree with 95 percent of what
Ray said, and the other 5 percent I just
had not thought about.
He is right that God’s church is a
spiritual organism, not a humanly
devised organization. He is correct in
saying that, if correct doctrines were
necessary for salvation, none of us
could be saved.
When asked “What must I do to be
saved?” Peter, Paul, Silas and Philip
gave similar answers: “Believe on Jesus
as the Son of God and accept His sacrifice for the remission of sins; believe
with all your heart that He was raised
from the dead, and you will be saved.”
Although Ray recognized that the
observance of many rituals and practices including the feast days were not
necessary for salvation, there is indeed much value in the traditions
practiced by the Churches of God.
The traditions we observe or do not
observe do not, in my opinion, make us
any more acceptable to God or enhance
our salvation in any way. Our salvation
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out His commands is our destiny.
I must point out that I believe an
end-times Islamic caliphate shall be
the beast that brings all life on this
planet to the edge of extinction. The
churches and I are in irreconcilable
disagreement on this issue.
Greg Jandrt
Via the Internet
Painful WCG memories
Reading the Feb. 28, 2014, issue
[THE JOURNAL, No. 159], I saw Lonnie
Hendrix’s reply letter “Hate by Any
Other Name,” which for me prompted
memories of the old WCG days.

I’m glad the old WCG
days of hostility toward
gays are over in my UCG
congregation.
Michael Harris
Via the Internet
On the spot from
Kachinland
In October 2013 I was
in Yunnan province, China,
for the Jingpho Educational Conference. In the
third week of December I
was in Karen state in
Burma for the funeral service of my father-in-law,
and then my wife and I proceeded to
northern Shan state again to meet with
my brother-in-law, and we informed
him about his father’s death.
My wife and I arrived back home
on Jan. 8, 2014, from the very far distances.
On Jan. 11 I became very ill. First I
treated my illness by the local physicians for two weeks.
But day by day my health became
worse and I nearly died.
On Jan. 28 I borrowed US$50 from
the Roman Catholic Church. On Jan.

‘In those days, none of us had any experiences with
the complexities of conscientious objection. It’s been a long
journey for all of us since those early years.’
is complete in Jesus Christ and cannot
be added to by anything we do.
The article is replete with gems of
Ray’s insight and wisdom, including
“Christ is the ultimate fulfillment, the
personification, of all these things.”
Robert Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.
Remembering those Okies
It was gratifying to learn of Steven
Andrews’ acceptance of the pastorate
of the Tulsa Church of God. [See issue
No. 160 of THE JOURNAL, dated March
31, 2014.]
It’s hard to believe it was 43 years
ago that I pastored congregations of
the old Worldwide Church of God in
Tulsa and Ponca City, Okla.
I do remember Steven’s struggles
as a conscientious objector. He was a
courageous young man who stood on
principle.
In those days none of us had any
experiences with the complexities of
conscientious objection. It’s been a
long journey for all of us since those
early years. And nine children! Wow!
I often think about those old congregations and whatever happened to the
people in them. I remember those
Okies with great affection. May Steven
enjoy a long and fruitful pastorate.
Brian Knowles
Monrovia, Calif.
End-times caliphate
Regarding a recent issue of THE
JOURNAL: I, of course, strongly disagree with the opinions of many that
Mr. Armstrong was the end-times Elijah, the end is near, one must be with
the one true church, that a European
union is the beast, etc., etc.
These opinions are the reason I gave
up receiving THE JOURNAL earlier.
However, I shall forever be thankful that Mr. Armstrong pointed the
way to the reality that government and
law are the main issues, and to trust
Christ as the King of Kings and carry
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Mr. Hendrix states: “Licensed ministers haven’t been shy about their
opinions on the subject of homosexuality for as far back as I can remember.”
I can witness to that. I remember
when some in the church ministry
would condemn and attack homosexuals without mercy. I especially remember a 1985 sermon given by a
“special speaker” from Pasadena. As
he began to speak, I could feel what
was coming. I literally began to hurt.
This minister thundered out to our
congregation about how evil the
homosexuals in Hollywood were.
“Call them all queers, brethren!” he
shouted. “That’s what they are!”
As I sat silently hurting—having
endured years of struggle by that
time—this man’s sermon become the
cultural icon to me of the old WCG’s
hostility toward gays.
Part of the difficulty we wrestled
with in the old WCG culture was discerning the right spiritual paradigm
for understanding law and grace. It
really is grace first.
As we grow in our state of grace
tethered to Christ, the mind-set comes
that gradually leads to the spiritual fulfillment of the intent of the law of
God: the law that is summarized by
the Two Great Commandments.
I am thankful for men like Dennis
Luker, who reached out beyond the spiritually immature culture of the WCG
to minister to and actually help support
me and others in our Christian faith.
He was a friend who helped me
survive over the years and may have
helped literally to save my life, and he
never compromised with biblical standards of conduct.
Sadly, he attracted undeserved criticism from some in the Church of God
for his compassion towards me and
others. His detractors are self-righteous and ignorant of an issue that the
Church of God (all groups inclusively) needs to better understand.

30 my sister, my wife and I left home
for Myitkyina (capital town of
Kachinland) and we safely arrived at
Grace Hospital at 3:30 p.m.
From Jan. 30 to Feb. 13 my wife
and I stayed at the hospital for my
sickness. The charges for the treatment fee were more than US$200.
While we were at the hospital,
some of the pastors from different
church denominations came to see me
day by day and they offered “special
prayers” for me, and some of my
friends from various areas visited me
and kindly helped and gave me money
as well as nutritious foods so that I
was able to pay the charges for treatment without any trouble.
My wife and I left the hospital on
Feb. 13 and we moved to a relative’s
home. While we were taking rest there
for a few days, my wife was facing
bleeding constantly for three days.
She was treated at the hospital for
two days. The charges for her treatment were more than US$200 again.
So my wife and I humbly prayed for
God to help us.
On Feb. 24 a wonderful message
came to us by phone from Yangon,
Burma.
A young lady told us by phone that
US$2,000 from New Zealand arrived
at the office for sending to us. We have
gladly received the money and cannot
express how happy we are to receive
this big amount, and we thank God for
His miraculous work for us.
On Feb. 27 my wife and I left
for the Lake Indawgyi Region, and
we arrived safely back home very
happily.
When I arrived home I found three
parcels: issues of THE JOURNAL dated
November and December 2013 and
January 2014. I thank you for so kindly describing our Feast report from
Kachinland.
I am trying to do the gospel work
here. My wife and I feel a great re-
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sponsibility to look and see our scattered church members. Some are very,
very old-age widows, and some are
very poor families.
Kachinland is largely a mountainous country. It is difficult to go from
place to place. Sometimes I need to go
on foot. Sometimes I need to go by
bicycle for the gospel work.
Kachinland has more than one million Christian refugees and Buddhist
refugees, those who are staying at the
very long camps of bamboo, with
roofs of canvas, on the China border.
The Burmese soldiers burned more
than 250 villages including 66 church
buildings from June 2011 through
June 2013.
The Burmese soldiers are patrolling
around the country to attack the
Kachin-government armies. Soon the
terrible fightings will be started again
and again.
Kachinland has 16 ethnic groups.
The people of Kachinland are of
Tibet-Mongoloid origin and are warmhearted and very hospitable.
Please remember us in your prayers,
especially for our scattered church
members.
Pastor Lazum Brang
Gospel minister and frontier evangelist
P.O. Na Mawn—01114
Lake Indawgyi Region
Kachinland via Myanmar (Burma)

Let there be day/light
I’m behind on my reading and just
saw the letter from Duane Giles on the
“Timing of the Passover” (issue No.
159).
As is usual when someone writes
about “the calendar issue,” Duane
mixes some right and wrong together.
Kudos to Duane when he hits the
nail on the head on the translators
wrongly punctuating the account in
Genesis and that a day is only when
the sun’s light rules the sky, making
every day, the Sabbath included, from
dawn to dark.
Duane is right when he states that
when one realizes the truth about
day/light vs. night/dark, “the holy day
days and Passover are in sync.”
Now, about the timing of Passover
Duane is so close, yet so far.
He is right about the “Passover is
the Night to Be Remembered.” But he
is incorrect about the lamb being
killed during the 14th day/light before
night/dark.
Just as the Genesis re-creation account has to be recounted and corrected, so does our understanding of the
counting of days/lights and nights/
darks that would prove Yahshua was
the Messiah.
This will also clear up the chronological problems of what happened,
and when, during the crucifixion and
afterwards.
Michael Turner
Powderly, Texas
Passover explanation
I found revealing the article starting
on page 4 of issue No. 159 by Daniel
Botha [about the Passover].
Mr. Botha offers a very good explanation using logic to invalidate the
belief that the Passover was on the
14th. On page 5 he reinforces his
argument with scriptural passages. It
was very easy for me to understand.
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My son used to tell me he had his
doubts about the correct day to observe the Passover. Jesus didn’t
change the date it should be observed,
especially when He knew He would
be the sacrificial lamb.
My sons’ observation stuck in my
mind. In 1997 a member of the
church, Eleanor Johnson, was doing
an intensive study on the Passover.
She shared with me the results of her
research. Her six-page report made
her argument convincing.
After further review from all
angles, I was in complete agreement
that the Passover should be correctly
observed on the 15th, and I have been
doing so ever since.
Blanca L.B.
Pasadena, Calif.
Thanks, Mr. B.
I was called by God in 1991 and
basically got the last train into the
Church of God while it was still
upholding biblical teachings, prior to
the great apostasy in ’90s.
Since I missed the time and God’s
work through Herbert W. Armstrong, I
See MORE LETTERS, page 25
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Columns and commentary

I was shocked by the Lord’s appointments
Mr. Monsalvo wrote the following
article as a rebuttal to Daniel Botha’s
essay in issue No. 159, dated Feb. 28,
2014. Mr. Botha’s article was headlined “To Kill a Lamb Takes Time,
Therefore 14th Passover Impossible.”
Mr. Monsalvo attends the Church of
God Big Sandy. He is a 1992 graduate
of Ambassador College.
See also Gary Woodring’s rebuttal
to Mr. Botha’s essay beginning elsewhere on this page of this issue of THE
JOURNAL and a letter commenting on
Mr. Botha’s essay on page 2.

don’t study what the Bible says.
Bible translations offer a range of
insights into some topics. Sometimes
the translators had agendas to have
their translation conform to preconceived notions of the patron of the
translation.
King James in the 17th century
Such is the case, for instance, with
the 1611 translation of the Bible
known as the
Authorized
Version, or King
James Version,
commissioned
by King James
of England.
Jewish translations of the
Scriptures as
well as Catholic,
Mormon, JeBernie Monsalvo
hovah’s Witnesses and Reformation versions reflect corresponding views.
Paraphrases, rather than translations, of the Bible have also gained
popularity. They include The Living

a specific prohibition and when such
prohibition is not found take its
absence as an endorsement for going
ahead with a questionable practice or
belief.
The Bible does not say “You should
not smoke.” Therefore some conclude
that it is okay to smoke.
However, principles found in Scripture deal with, and frown on, the practice.
Further, I am always interested in
understanding who is quoted in the
Bible as saying something is acceptable or not acceptable.

By Bernie Monsalvo
The way the Bible works
LADEWATER, Texas—I recently finished reading a book
My observations about the Bible
titled Shocked by the Bible by
fall into three broad categories:
Joe Kovaks (Thomas Nelson, 2008,
If God says in the Bible to do
224 pages).
something, mankind will go out of its
The author relates that most people
way not to do it.
don’t know what the Bible says. Some
Three classic examples:
people seem to think the Bible says
Remember the Sabbath day.
certain things that cannot really be
Honor your father and mother.
found in the Bible. Others seem to
You shall love the LORD your God
twist what the Bible says.
with all your heart, soul and strength.
In general, ignorance about the
If God says in the Bible not to do
Bible abounds.
something, mankind will go out of its
Public schools
way to do it.
don’t teach it;
Two clear examchurches and synples:
Much
has
been
preached
about
the
You shall not comagogues teach the
Bible maybe once
mit adultery.
‘Lord’s Supper’ even though only one
a week.
Learn not the
mention
is
found
in
the
Bible.
way of the heathen.
What doesn’t
If the Bible has
the Bible say?
a lot of verses on
Some scholars seem to argue a lot Bible and the Contemporary Version. one particular topic, mankind will igfrom what the Bible does not say. The
I have witnessed the twisting of nore them. Sabbath observance and
typical quote is “The Bible nowhere Scripture that validates the truism that the dietary laws come to mind.
says . . .”
“you can make the Bible say anything
One-verse topics
Other scholars meticulously ana- you want.”
If a topic is mentioned in only one
lyze the original languages of the
Over time, I have read books on
Bible—Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek— apologists that try to make sense of Bible verse, it will be expounded, extrying to divine what the author meant particular renderings of certain pas- plained and analyzed. Example: the
and why.
sages. I have collected quite a number number of the beast in Revelation
Manuscripts are analyzed, com- of “difficult scriptures” published in 13:18.
Another example: “When you
pared and cataloged with the idea of magazines and books.
harmonizing the texts.
Taking a clue from Joe Kovaks, I come together in one place, it is not to
Reading variants must be dealt have also been shocked by what the eat the Lord’s Supper,” found in 1
Corinthians 11:20.
with, and some scholars assign a Bible says.
Much has been written, preached
range of values to each manuscript
Bad
idea
and talked about the “Lord’s Supper,”
depending on origin, age and quality
of the text.
Even though it includes dos and even though only one mention is
People study the Bible. But they don’ts, it is not a good idea to look for
See SOME PEOPLE, page 8
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Beware of the leavening of the Pharisees
The writer is pastor of the Church
of God Big Sandy and a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—What a
wonderful time of the year. Recently disciples of Jesus Christ
commemorated the death of the Lord
—with the New Testament symbols
given to us by Christ on the night He
was betrayed.
How many years have you commemorated with those symbols?
I have had the opportunity for 43
years, and I realize that many of you
have done so for longer than that.
What a blessing.
Christ our Passover was sacrificed
for us (1 Corinthians 5:7).
We partake of the symbols after
sundown on Sunday night.
We meditate about His suffering
until His death at 3 p.m. on Monday.
Then we had the opportunity to
keep the Days of Unleavened Bread.
During those days, we reflected
upon our response to God’s magnificent grace.

B

Jesus gave a warning
There are many lessons that can be
rehearsed during the Days of Unleavened Bread. Jesus taught a lesson in
Matthew 16.
Matthew 16:12: “Then they understood that He did not tell them to
beware of the leaven of bread, but of

the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
To what specific doctrine of Pharisees or Sadducees was Jesus referring? In actuality, Jesus was referring
to their general approach toward doctrine.
Using the law as a weapon
A famous example is found in John
8:1-11. Pharisees used the beautiful
writings of Moses to condemn a
sinner. As you know, their accusation was not really directed at
the woman. Their heart
was to accuse Christ.
Modern-day
Pharisees will use
any part of the
Bible (including
writings in the law
of God) to elevate
themselves and to
accuse other people.
Jesus gave a contrast
Another famous example is a parable by Jesus that is found in Luke
18:9-14. Jesus wanted to show His
audience that people should not
admire their own obedience or condemn other people. To make His
point, Jesus contrasted an obedient
Pharisee and a sinning tax collector.
Reason for condemning?
The conclusion of Jesus’ parable
(verse 14) is educational about the
leaven of the Pharisees.

As you consider the following
ideas, do you belittle (or condemn)
other people as you admire your own
obedience?
Names of God: Saying the names
God and Jesus or saying the names
Yahweh and Yeshua.
Calendar observances: Keeping
the calculated Hebrew calendar or
keeping calendars based upon various
sightings.
The chronology of the Old
Testament Passover: Figuring
the chronology of the Old
Testament Passover on
the early 14th of Nisan
or on the later 14th of
Nisan.
The New Testament name of the
commemoration of
the Lord’s death: Calling this event by a variation of the name Passover (New
Testament Passover, Christian Passover or Lord’s Passover) or calling the
commemoration the Lord’s Supper.
Important reminders
If you are having trouble getting rid
of the leaven of the Pharisees, I would
like to remind you of the following.
New Testament symbols in remembrance of Jesus Christ (John
13:1-17 and 1 Corinthians 11:23-26)
Christ’s sign of discipleship
(John 13:34-35)
Christ’s personal prayer (John
17:20-22, 26)

Suffering from tooth decay?
Brush up on your Bible?

Why so much confusion over
when Passover is celebrated?
Mr. Woodring wrote the following
article as a rebuttal to Daniel
Botha’s essay in issue No. 159, dated
Feb. 28, 2014. Mr. Botha’s article
was headlined “To Kill a Lamb
Takes Time, Therefore 14th Passover Impossible.”
Mr. Woodring is pastor of Tyler
Sabbath Fellowship. He is a 1976
graduate of Ambassador College.
See also Bernie Monsalvo’s rebuttal to Mr. Botha’s essay beginning
elsewhere on this page of this issue of
THE JOURNAL and a letter commenting on Mr. Botha’s essay on page 2.
By Gary Woodring
LINT, Texas—Why is there
so much confusion over when
the Passover is to be celebrated?
The problem arises when you
determine it must be early 14th (that
is, early on Abib 14) or late 14th,
because each position has problems
that cannot be reconciled.
Are we ready to love the truth, or
are we happy hanging onto our customs and traditions?
Most people assume that what
they presently believe must be true.

F

Every man is right in his own eyes.
Thus religious people will adamantly say their understanding is
correct and if
you believe
differently you
are wrong.
Egyptians
ignored
Early-14thPassover
believers have
no problem
with the lamb
Gary Woodring
actually being
killed on the
13th between the evenings. They
believe it was eaten on the 14th and
that the death angel passed over at
midnight on the 14th.
So, since “most” of the Passover
events happened on the 14th, they
are satisfied.
But they seem to ignore the Egyptians’ request for the Israelites to
leave in haste, that they should leave
immediately (Exodus 12:33-34).
The early-14th believers assume
the Israelites hung around all day on
See CONFUSION REIGNS, page 7

Why are America and
Britain plagued by drought?
The writer, a longtime Church of
God member, is responsible for a
public outreach program called The
United States and Britain in Prophecy. See us-britishfuture.com.
By Brian Harris
CEANSIDE, Calif.—In the
United States in the winter of
2014 we have massive drought
in our nation’s farmlands and three
times the normal snowfall in the cities of the eastern United States as
well as massive flooding.
For a second winter, the British
Isles have suffered storms with
winds up to 180 miles per hour and
more than 6,000 homes flooded.

O

Seemingly insoluble
London, Britain's seat of government and one of the world's largest
cities, has a seemingly insoluble
problem that they cannot solve:
Forty-one percent of underground
water that supplies 80 percent of the
nation’s drinking water is no longer
being replenished.
During the winter of 2011 the

North American continent received
46 percent of snow coverage. In
2012 it received only 19 percent,
and this trend
continues.
Droughtstricken areas
begin in the
croplands of
northern Canada and run all
the way to
South Texas.
The drought
Brian Harris
in the United
States expanded from 58 percent to 61 percent in
October and November 2012.
Then 2013 was the driest year recorded in the previous 12 years of
drought now threatening the nation’s
food supply.
California parching
With 95 percent of California experiencing drought and reservoirs
down to 36 percent of capacity, the
Northern California Water district
See WHILE RELIGIONISTS, page 7
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David Koresh really would have come out, says consultant
Continued from page 1

The Davidians saw several splits
during the 1950s and 1960s, some of
them violent.
In 1962 Mr. Roden and his wife
declared they were the rightful heirs
to the new Mount Carmel. The
Rodens began calling their faction of
Davidians “The Branch.”
Later, when Mr. Roden gained
power among Davidians in general,
they came to call themselves the
Branch Davidians. Mr. Roden explained that “Branch” came from
prophecies of Christ, such as in Isaiah
11:1, which refers to the Messiah as a
Branch.
Gunfights with rivals
Over the years the Branch Davidians lived a frequently stormy existence that included gunfights between
rival Davidian factions, with other
leaders, such as George Roden, son of
Benjamin, ruling in “exile” for a time
in Palestine, Texas. Later the group
again operated out of Mount Carmel.
Vernon Howell
By 1990 another leader emerged,
Vernon Howell, a songwriter and
band leader who that year changed
his legal name to David Koresh.
Koresh is Greek for “Cyrus,” who
in Isaiah 44:28 is described a
Messiahlike terms.
One of Mr. Koresh’s recordings, in
1987, had been of a song prophetically titled “Mad Man in Waco.”
Tyrant or victim?
A book also called Mad Man in
Waco, by Brad Bailey and Bob Darden (WRS Publishing, Waco, 1993),
paints a picture of Mr. Koresh as a
tyrant and sexual abuser of female
Davidians.
The book claims Mr. Koresh took
followers’ wives and daughters as
young as 11 years old as his “wives”
and concubines and ruled the Branch
Davidians through arcane and out-ofcontext interpretation of Scripture.
A few other books, such as The
Ashes of Waco: An Investigation, by
Dick J. Reavis (Syracuse University
Press, 1998), and Why Waco? Cults
and the Battle for Religious Freedom
in America, by James Tabor and
Eugene Gallagher (University of
California Press, 1997), depict the
Branch Davidians as the victims of
monumental governmental blunders.
Hard to understand
In the early ’90s Waconians were
accustomed to seeing David Koresh
around town, and many had heard
rumors of strange goings-on at the
Mount Carmel compound and of
caches of weapons on the premises.
On March 1, 1993, Phillip Arnold
(along with millions of other people
the world over) heard that the ATF
had surrounded the property belonging to the group.
“I realized that law enforcement
was not going to understand what this
guy, David Koresh, whom I’d never
heard of, was saying,” Dr. Arnold told
THE JOURNAL during an interview at
the Feast of Tabernacles in San Antonio, Texas, on Oct. 10, 1998.
“This fellow really believed that he
knew the prophecies of the book of
Revelation. He’s serious; he’s sincere;
he really believes it. He’s not going to
surrender!”
Dr. Arnold, then 45, quickly concluded he had a moral obligation to
explain to the FBI and ATF officials
surrounding Mount Carmel why
David Koresh would never willingly
leave the compound.
“So I jumped in my car and drove
to Waco.”
‘Cult watcher’
Dr. Arnold traveled to Waco from
Houston, where he operates The Reunion Institute and Reunion Ministries. He is known in some circles as
a “cult watcher,” although he dislikes
that term and says it is not accurate.
“I don’t even use the word cult,”

he said. “There are intense religious
commitments, and there are nonmainstream churches.”
Humpty-Dumpty churches
Dr. Arnold, whose institute and
ministry are involved in sponsoring
lectures on biblical and archaeological subjects, writing, research,
counseling and teaching about the
Bible, had heard Herbert Armstrong’s The World Tomorrow for the
first time in 1962.
At that time he was a teenager living in San Antonio on a military base
with his family.
His father was in the Air Force, and
the Arnolds had moved frequently
after Phillip was born, in 1948 in
Greenville, S.C. Growing up, he attended 14 schools in 12 years.
He later attended Ambassador College, Big Sandy, graduating in 1970.
He studied for a while at Pepperdine University in California, then
earned a master’s degree in American
colonial history from the University
of Houston.
Next he attended Rice University
in Houston, earning a master’s in religious studies. He acquired a Ph.D. in
religious studies from Rice in 1991.
The Protestant principle
Phillip Arnold was a member of
the Worldwide Church of God until
1974. He recalled the experiences and
thought processes that led him to set
up Reunion Institute and study religious groups and practices, including
his conclusions about why many
churches fragment and refragment.
Church splits are a natural outgrowth of the “Protestant principle,”
he said. “The Protestant principle is
the term Paul Tillich, the theologian,
coined to describe tendencies of nonCatholic churches that use the Bible

cult to describe anyone, including
people with strong religious commitments, and it’s a nonacademic term.
Jesus has a strong sway over people’s
minds.
“You can talk about healthy religious experiences, and you can talk

strong, in altering the D&R doctrine
in 1974, “said that anything that he
had decided previously was bound in
heaven because he had the keys of the
Kingdom.
“I thought that sounds kind of like
the doctrine of the papacy, and the

ON THE GROUND—A Bible lies amid the rubble after the holocaust near Waco, Texas,
in 1993. See two articles about the tragedy 21 years ago this month beginning on page
1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photo courtesy The Reunion Institute]

about abusive churches. I just don’t
use the words heresy or cult very
often.”
The WCG had problems
But Dr. Arnold’s memory of the
Worldwide Church of God is that it
was a group that fostered “abusive
practices” and tended to be “totalitarian” in nature.
“Individuals [in the WCG] were
reduced to objects to be used. There
were a lot of abusive situations, especially divorce and remarriage and

Catholics have much bigger and better buildings. I’m being facetious.”
Mr. Armstrong, concluded Dr. Arnold, had assumed a position of authority he was not entitled to.
Sickliness of the spirit
“Finally, there were so many sermons in that time, ’74 or ’75, about
how we should not criticize the
authority in the church. We should not
question it. This was every week.
There was nothing then about spiritual growth and the spirit of Christ and

‘If we didn’t have strong religious commitments, we wouldn’t be
here at the Feast. I don’t believe in using a pejorative term like cult
to describe anyone. Jesus has a strong sway over people’s minds.’
as the source of their authority, sola
Scriptura.”
The fragmentation happens, Dr. Arnold maintains, because a group that
takes its authority from Scripture is in
danger of eventually breaking up.
That’s “because each individual,
guided by the Spirit, is responsible to
interpret Scripture as he or she sees fit.”
Off the (Humpty-Dumpty) wall
It was inevitable, for example, that
the Worldwide Church of God would
fragment, even though the WCG
didn’t historically think of itself as
Protestant.
It was and is—in its current identity as Grace Communion International—Protestant, he said, in the sense
that the WCG/GCI, unlike the Roman
Catholic Church, sees Scripture alone
as authoritative.
This is in contrast to the Catholic
belief that church tradition and encyclicals penned by Peter’s successor can authoritatively reinterpret
Scripture.
“That it took so long for Mr.
Armstrong’s movement to fragment
so thoroughly is a testimonial to the
authority and charisma he had,” said
Dr. Arnold, “and now that he’s dead
we see a blitzkrieg of fragmentation.
“I used to be able to recite all the
offshoots [of the Churches of God]
from 1884 up to about 1974. But,
after that, Humpty-Dumpty fell off
the wall.”
The pejorative ‘cult’
The WCG and its breakaways and
many other Christians obviously have
strong religious commitments, he
acknowledges.
“If we didn’t have strong religious
commitments, we wouldn’t be here at
the Feast of Tabernacles. I don’t believe in using a pejorative term like

healing, where people were made to
feel very, very guilty if they didn’t
follow the party line.
“To ask questions seemed to be
infringing on the authority of the
leading evangelists and apostle or the
church. This stifled creativity, individuality and freedom, and that was
very abusive psychologically, financially, emotionally—in many ways.”
Time to get out
Dr. Arnold reached a point at which
he decided the WCG had problems
that for him were insurmountable.
“I would say it was probably around
1971, -2, -3 or -4. I began to research
doctrines like D&R [divorce and remarriage], the United States and British Commonwealth in prophecy,
those kinds of things.
“I began to study them open-mindedly. There were some other Church
of God people, some Church of God
(Seventh Day) people, who challenged me to study, and I challenged
them to study certain things.
“I began to see that D&R was crucifying the lives of many fine people
and that our money was going to promote such cursed doctrine, and with
that blood on my hands I had to do
something.
“So I spoke out. I wrote papers and
articles and sent them to Charles
Dorothy, and I talked to Herman
Hoeh and Lawson Briggs.
“I did this as a team player. I
wasn’t standing up in front of church
trying to cause dissent.”
Keys of the Kingdom
When Dr. Arnold did not see certain hoped-for changes taking place
in the Worldwide Church of God, “I
began to reconsider my affiliation.”
The straw that broke the camel’s
back for him came when Mr. Arm-

the Holy Spirit. There was so much
emphasis on tapes from headquarters.
“To be in church services created a
sickliness of the spirit in me.
“It wasn’t a doctrine that made me
leave. It was a sense of not being spiritually fed from the pulpit but being
spiritually oppressed, spiritually attacked and assaulted.
“That created a depressing spirit, a
depressing attitude, a depressing
atmosphere.
“Even when someone would say,
‘Look at Christ,’ it was understood
that Mr. Armstrong was the real
source of revelation and authority.
‘Look at Mr. Armstrong and then see
Christ.’
“So slowly but surely I didn’t attend anymore. I don’t think I was ever
disfellowshipped. I just faded away
and continued to fellowship with
members of the church who would
come over.”
Quiet people for a change
Later, while studying history at the
University of Houston, he realized his
first love was still the study of the
Bible and religion.
“I didn’t want to go to a seminary,
so I studied religious studies at Rice
University, an academic approach to
the Bible and religion, and started vis-

iting various churches. I never lost
faith in God.
“I found that visiting with Quakers
was very helpful because they were
quiet.
“That was such a refreshing change:
to sit in a circle of quiet people.”
Dr. Arnold has not affiliated with
any church but enjoys visiting friends
in various congregations.
For example, in 1998, the year of
the first interview this article is based
on, he attended and delivered a sermon (contrasting Jesus’ message with
that of Adolf Hitler) at the Amarillo,
Texas–based Christian Church of
God’s Feast site in San Antonio.
Window dressing
Returning to the events of 1993,
Dr. Arnold told of his trip to Waco to
try to help peacefully resolve the situation at the Branch Davidians’ compound.
“I implored the FBI to listen to
David Koresh. ‘I can help you interpret what he’s saying so we can
resolve this crisis peacefully,’ I told
them.”
At the time, Mr. Koresh was making statements, widely disseminated
through the news media, about the
seven seals in the book of Revelation.
“But the FBI expressed no real
interest in what I was saying to them
[about Mr. Koresh’s beliefs]. So I
returned to Houston but got a call
from them about three days later asking if they could call on me should the
situation warrant it.”
Dr. Arnold readily agreed to help,
even though he interpreted the call as
only “window dressing” and not a
sincere request for assistance.
“But I did go back up to Waco and
called the agent who had contacted
me. I figured from talking to him that
David Koresh was thinking that the
fifth seal, chapter 6 [of Revelation],
was in the process of being fulfilled.
“Some of the Davidians had gotten
killed by this time. The fifth seal
shows some of the righteous being
killed. Then it was time for the sixth.”
No time to lose
When Dr. Arnold realized Mr. Koresh thought he was in the midst of
the seals in the very end time, he
knew he had to do something.
“I knew people were going to die,”
he said. So he stayed in Waco.
“I went to press conferences. The
local Waco police threw me out of a
press conference because of no
accreditation and told me not to come
back.
“The FBI talked to me on the
phone a couple of times. Eventually
they sent a couple of my cassette
tapes in to David Koresh to listen to.
This was around the middle of
March.”
One of Mr. Koresh’s lieutenants,
attorney Steve Schneider (who was to
perish the next month in the holocaust), told the police that if they
could get Phillip Arnold on the telephone “some of us might come out.”
The Davidians had heard Dr.
Arnold briefly on radio news broadcasts.
“The FBI never put me on the telephone to them, but some of my tapes
did get in.”
People will die
By the end of March, less than
three weeks before the fiery conclusion of the stalemate, Dr. Arnold
See RELIGION EXPERT, page 5
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heard from a contact in the news
media that the bureau planned to
attack the compound with gas.
“So I called Jim Tabor on the telephone and said, ‘Jim, the FBI’s going
to go in there, and people are going to
die. The only way I know to stop this
from happening is to go on the radio
station that David Koresh listens to
every morning.’ ”
Dr. Tabor, another man with a
WCG background, is a friend of Dr.
Arnold’s and professor of religious
studies at the University of North
Carolina at Charlotte.
The radio station Dr. Arnold referred to was KGBS, Dallas. The
voice on the air every morning was
that of Ron Engelman.
Mr. Engelman “was anti-FBI and
anti-ATF, and the Davidians were listening to him every day,” said Dr.
Arnold. “If we could get on that program, we could talk directly to David
Koresh and circumvent the FBI
because they were not doing anything
right. Let’s just go around the FBI.”
Taking over a radio show
So Dr. Arnold telephoned Mr. Engelman. “Would you let us be on your
radio program? We’ll talk directly to
the Davidians for 20 or 30 minutes.
Ron, would you mind if we just took
over your show?”
Mr. Engelman said that, no, to save
lives, he wouldn’t mind turning the
microphone over to Dr. Arnold and
Dr. Tabor.
Talking his language
“We would be on the show to discuss the seven seals. So we came on
that Thursday morning, I think it was
April 1, 1993, and we just started
talking.
“We didn’t talk down to David. It
wasn’t like we were teaching. We just
used language that he would understand.
“We said that he would be a great
dialogue partner. We talked about the
Dead Sea Scrolls, about the seals.
“We said that Nisan 10 was four
days before the Passover and was the
day that the lamb came out and was
kept up for four days to Nisan 14,
when it was sacrificed. Could that
represent him and his community
coming out safely?
“We said all kinds of things to
entice him to come out. We wanted
him to recognize that we were people
who could talk his language.
“We talked about every great
prophet and teacher who would have
been willing to go to jail for his beliefs. Paul wrote the prison epistles,
we mentioned. We talked for a good
30 or 40 minutes on the radio.”
Dr. Arnold and Dr. Tabor learned
later from Mr. Koresh’s lawyers that
he and the other people inside had
heard them.
“Eventually we had Dick DeGuerin, David Koresh’s attorney, take in
an audiotape of our broadcast so they
could listen to it carefully.”
Announced he would surrender
On April 14, five days before the
disaster, Mr. Koresh announced he
had had a revelation that he should
surrender, that he and the other
Davidians should leave the compound after he finished writing down
a message about the seven seals.
“He had never written anything,”
said Dr. Arnold. “Now he truly believed that a voice or a vision revealed to him, just like it had told him
around March 1 not to surrender even
though he had said he would.
“The earlier message had said wait.
David had no choice but to obey God
and wait. That’s why they were waiting. They were waiting for God to let
them come out. Finally, Koresh
believed that he had received the word
to come out after all this waiting.”
The Koresh letter
Mr. Koresh wrote a letter to his
lawyer, Mr. DeGuerin. Dr. Arnold

paraphrased it as follows:
“Dear Dick: I received a revelation
to come out, and I will come out as
soon as I write down the message of
the seven seals. As soon as you get it,
give it to Jim Tabor and Phillip Arnold. As soon as it’s in their hands, I’ll
come out.”
Mr. Koresh was writing the message on the night of the 18th. He
wrote into the wee hours the morning
of the 19th. That same morning the
FBI announced it was coming in.
FBI without a clue
“I was shocked when I saw what
was happening,” remembered Dr.
Arnold. “What are they doing? He
got the word to come out!”
The FBI, not fathoming the religious language, not understanding the
Davidians’ thought processes, didn’t
realize how important the message of
the seven seals was to David Koresh,
that from Mr. Koresh’s point of view
he had received the word to surrender
and therefore would surrender.
Davidians on fire
The FBI used specially attached
nozzles fitted onto military tanks to
poke holes and fire tear gas into the
compound, and somehow about noon
the flames ignited.
“One of the bigger tanks pushed up
against the area where the women and
children were praying and hiding and
waiting, and at that moment the
Davidians thought this was the end,”
said Dr. Arnold.
“Maybe the tank knocked over a
light, a candle or a kerosene lamp that
may have started the fire. More likely
the Davidians believed that God wanted them to build a wall of fire to protect themselves, because Zechariah 2

Koppel’s programs, and I said these
things.”
He also, in 1995, testified before
the U.S. House of Representatives’
Judiciary Committee, which investigated the Waco debacle.
“Yes, I was fearful of some retaliation, perhaps even from some Davidian sympathizer who may have
not understood what we were trying
to do—and you always wonder if
there are some heavy hands in government. But I was not bothered by
anybody.
Freemen better ending
“In fact, eventually the FBI replaced some of the people who were
in charge and put a new team in.
“Then, when the Montana Freemen situation happened in 1995 and
1996—and when I heard that some of
the Freemen were maverick Mormons and therefore people of religious faith—I contacted the FBI and
they agreed to fly me up.
“I spent about a week with the FBI
studying the Montana Freemen’s
belief system and giving the FBI
advice about that.”
The Freemen situation ended on a
considerably less-catastrophic note
with several members of the group
surrendering and facing trial and
incarceration.
In the FBI, Dr. Arnold said, “you
have negotiators and you have tacticians; you have men who drive the
tanks, and you have the negotiating
types.
“For the first 30 days in Waco the
negotiators were more or less in control, but as time went by they were
not getting enough of the Davidians
to surrender. So the tactical people
began to demand more responsibility.

ty and then the man in charge may
think that he receives revelations,
that’s when the powder keg is ripe to
go off.”
Some negotiators at Waco believed
David Koresh was a con man who
was after “sex, money and rock ’n’
roll,” said Dr. Arnold. Another psychologist observing from the sidelines thought Mr. Koresh was merely
delusional.
“The FBI refused to believe David
Koresh was a victim of messianic
delusions of grandeur,” said Dr.
Arnold. “They wrongly concluded
that he was a lying con man.
“But I thought he was a religious
figure. I don’t use the categories a
psychologist does. ‘Delusional’ doesn’t
really capture it as well as ‘charismatic religious figure.’ ”
Apocalyptic movement
The Branch Davidians, he said,
“were an apocalyptic movement that
combined the Old Testament and the
New Testament with a view of God as
the Father, and then there was the
Son, and the Holy Spirit was a female
figure.
“They believed in gifts of the Spirit
and that God would send a prophet to
the end-time church to explain
Scripture. They thought that David
Koresh was the last in a long line of
prophets.”
Convoluted logic
A certain convoluted logic motivated Mr. Koresh, said Dr. Arnold.
“He believed that in the end time
God would send a figure, a Messianic, lamblike figure, who could
reveal the seven seals. He believed
that the book of Revelation predicted
that in the end time the revelation for

Attorney Steve Schneider (who would perish in the
holocaust) told the police that if they could get Phillip
Arnold on the phone ‘some of us might come out.’
says that Jerusalem shall be surrounded by a wall of fire.
“Or perhaps there were Molotov
cocktails set out to block the tanks.
“They prayed and trusted God
that this fire they would create
would protect them, as the prophecies indicated.”
Wasn’t suicide
The Branch Davidians, said Dr. Arnold, did not believe they were committing suicide.
Most of them had no idea what was
happening, but the Davidian leaders
probably believed they were protecting themselves, that God would
honor them for their faith and keep
the attackers from hurting them.
“Certainly the FBI precipitated the
fire by making such a stupid decision,” said Dr. Arnold.
“With the gas and the winds, the
fire spread rapidly. The Davidians
went down praying and singing praises to God, thinking they would be
protected any moment and translated
into the Kingdom or delivered from
the fire.
“They believed they were like the
three Hebrews who were in the fiery
furnace in the book of Daniel.”
In all, 80 Branch Davidians died:
74 in the holocaust on April 19 and
six in the initial exchange of gunfire
on Feb. 28. Four ATF agents also died
in the February shooting.
Telling the truth
After the annihilation, Dr. Arnold
and Dr. Tabor believed they should
tell what they believed to be the truth
about the way the U.S. government
bungled the events leading up to the
disaster.
“So we went on radio all over the
country explaining this to the American people.
“I was on Larry King’s and Ted

“By the time you get to the end, the
tactical types have assumed control.”
Timothy McVeigh’s motivation
THE JOURNAL asked Dr. Arnold
about Timothy McVeigh, the man
convicted of bombing the Murrah
building in Oklahoma City in 1995 on
the second anniversary of the Waco
holocaust.
“Timothy McVeigh was at Waco,”
Dr. Arnold said, “and he was aware of
what the FBI did at Waco. That was
his motivation.”
Dr. Arnold predicted that as the
year 2000 approached, and the new
millennium a year later on Jan. 1,
2001, there would be more of these
instances because an “apocalyptic
fever” was building up.
“So Ruby Ridge [another government-vs.-citizen standoff in 1992 in
Idaho in which three people lost their
lives] became evidence to some people that there’s a great battle between
the beast and the people of God.
“That fuels the flames that produce
more of these events. These people
are seeing the fulfillment of prophecy.
“People read Scripture and look for
events in world news that point to
more and more fulfillments of
prophecy. They see this as part of the
great tribulation and the woes.”
Dr. Arnold predicted “more conflicts between religious groups and
law enforcement, and you’ll find
some religious groups doing some
extreme things.”
Religion and charisma
Dr. Arnold thinks the danger is intensified when people believe that a
particular person is their pipeline to
God.
“When you combine that with the
apocalyptic expectation, the year
2000, all these woes and plagues and
earthquakes and this kind of mentali-

the last generation would be of the
seven seals.
“If someone could not explain the
seven seals, then he was not qualified,
really, to give the message to the endtime generation.”
Mr. Koresh believed he could
explain the significance of the seven
seals, and only he could explain it.
“If you could explain it, he would
permit you to do so. But, since no one
could give a better explanation than
he could, he thought he was the endtime figure.”
The Lamb who could explain
Mr. Koresh would say: “See? I can
explain this. Therefore I must be the
Lamb.”
By calling himself the Lamb, Mr.
Koresh was not saying he was Jesus
Christ, said Dr. Arnold. “The Lamb
was whoever could explain the seals.
The seven seals were the end-time
message. He was the end-time messenger who could explain the seals.”
Many religious groups and individuals, said Dr. Arnold, cite Scripture to place current events in a certain light. They pray for the Holy
Spirit to guide them and lead them to
correct interpretations of events in a
scriptural context.
“So you’ve got the Spirit, the text
and the events. All that combines
sometimes to form a pretty powerful
and dangerous powder keg.”
What does Dr. Arnold believe can
set off the powder?
What if the ATF came to the Feast?
“That becomes the problem. We
can’t sit here and say this particular
man is dangerous and this one isn’t.
There may be no danger unless something precipitates it, like the ATF
comes into this hotel room right now.
“If the ATF barged through that
door right now, here at the Feast of

Tabernacles, that could precipitate
something. What if that happened?
“Then what if somebody said,
‘You know, I dreamed just last week
that this would happen. The ATF is an
agent of the beast. We’ve got to
defend the church’? That’s why law
enforcement has to be careful.”
David Koresh would have
surrendered
Would David Koresh and his
Davidians really have come out had
the FBI left them alone a little longer?
“Yes, they would have come out.
Koresh got through only seal one or
two [in his writings]. But he would
have surrendered.
“The FBI used the excuse that
David Koresh told two or three big
lies.
“But, when you look at those assertions by the FBI, you find that they
[the FBI] are the ones who are wrong.”
Voice from heaven
Mr. Koresh’s first alleged “lie” was
that he would come out on a certain
date. He didn’t come out, so according to the FBI he lied.
“But that’s not exactly true,” explained Dr. Arnold. “Koresh said he
would come out and he would come
out March 1 or 2.
“But while he was recovering on
his cot—he was on a stretcher because he had been shot and was still
bleeding—at that moment a voice
from heaven speaks to him and says,
‘David, wait, wait.’
“He’s praying and moaning deep
within himself like Jesus at Gethsemane. He said, ‘Wait, we have to
wait.’
“It wasn’t a lie he was telling.
What could you do when God
speaks? What did Abraham do?”
Waiting for Passover
Another “lie” the FBI accused Mr.
Koresh of telling was saying he
would leave the compound after the
Passover.
“Passover on the Davidians’ calendar, I believe, ended about the 14th of
April,” said Dr. Arnold.
“He was coming out shortly after
Passover. Some calendars, Jewish
calendars, I think, that year put
Passover ending around the 7th or 8th
of April.
“But the point is the FBI thought
Passover was one day, and they didn’t
understand it was a period.
“They were not that interested in
religious questions.”
Did he really hear God’s voice?
Dr. Arnold doesn’t believe Mr.
Koresh really heard God’s voice.
“But I believe he believed he heard a
voice. If I had believed he had heard
a voice from God, I would have been
in there with him. Wouldn’t you?”
An easy mark
Dr. Arnold thinks ATF personnel
precipitated the whole grotesque incident because they thought they had an
easy mark: a bizarre religious group
in possession of illegal weapons.
“It is true, I think, that Koresh had
some weapons modified that he had
not registered properly.
“Now, Koresh told the ATF he
would be glad to have them come out
to look at the place for weapons if
they wanted to. But they wanted a
raid because it was going to be easy
pickings, and there were budgetary
considerations coming up for the
ATF, and this would be good news. It
would be a good media play.
“I think that’s why they chose that
group on that day at that time.
“But once again they underestimated religious conviction. They
should take a lesson from the Muslim
jihad people.”
Heavenly consciousness
David Koresh, said Dr. Arnold,
believed he was a Messiah figure.
See WACO TRAGEDY, page 6
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“He would say things like, ‘Well,
it’s like I told the woman at the well.’
“But he didn’t mean he was Jesus
Christ. He believed he was a heavenly consciousness that was there. The
Christ fell upon Melchizedek, upon
Jesus and now upon Vernon Howell
[David Koresh].”
Still meeting in Waco
The Branch Davidians were crushed,
but some of them are still around.
“Some of them are still in Waco
meeting,” said Dr. Arnold.
“Some are still in jail. Some just
kind of gave up and went on with
their families and careers.
“About 80 died.”
How to know beforehand
THE JOURNAL asked Dr. Arnold
how could a potentially explosive situation with a religious group or
organization be identified beforehand.
“I would say, fundamentally, if you
take any group that is deeply religious—be it a convent, a monastery
or these people here [Church of God
members observing the Feast of
Tabernacles in 1998]—and you do
something that threatens the essence
of their faith, you could have a similar situation.
“What if right now the police came
into this hotel and said, ‘Stop celebrating the Feast’? Wouldn’t you go

to jail if the police came in here and
said that? Wouldn’t you go to jail as a
protest?
“What if they said, ‘We’ll whip
you with this billy club’? Then a lot of
people would get whipped with a
billy club rather than voluntarily ceasing to observe the Feast.
“So was the fault really with the
group or with the tactics used by the
government?”
Beliefs to die for
Religious commitment is more
powerful than people’s desires, than

The power and reality of religious
conviction is why the FBI needed to
consult with—and follow the advice
of—a religious-studies expert, Dr.
Arnold said.
Billy Graham probably wouldn’t do
“They did not necessarily need
Billy Graham there or the pope,
because they would come at it from
their own particular perspective.
“They would have said: ‘David,
you’re wrong about this. You don’t
understand the seven seals. Come on,
David, get with it.’

ment with the Worldwide Church of
God, his later experiences with the
Branch Davidians and the Montana
Freemen and his work with various
religious people in his Reunion
Institute—says he is still a follower
of Jesus.
“God hasn’t fragmented,” he said.
“God is one.
“As a Christian in the Body of
Christ, I fellowship with Christians
wherever they may be found.
“I believe the Christian life is basically one of trusting in God and
believing in Jesus Christ as the Son of

‘What if right now the police came into this hotel and said, “Stop
celebrating the Feast”? Wouldn’t you go to jail if the police came
in here and said that? Wouldn’t you go to jail as a protest?’
all of a nation’s laws, even than one’s
culture, Dr. Arnold said.
“Religious faith points us to a God
that transcends human laws. So, when
there is a conflict, we’ll obey God
rather than man.
“It’s just like Hitler going after the
Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Jews,
and the Russians going after churches. The Jews had their Masada. People die for their beliefs.
“The Davidians were in that same
position and had to decide what to do.”

“They would have talked in religious language, but their words
would have been counterproductive.”
Can’t get it all right
The Waco situation cried out for an
expert to think and then communicate
in terms that the Davidians could
comprehend. The expert would have
helped control the situation by talking
David Koresh’s language and understanding his worldview.
Dr. Arnold—after his disillusion-

God, through whom we are reconciled unto God—and from that basic
position my recreation is studying
and learning more and more about the
doctrines and the teachings of this
God and this Christ.”
No one can get all
Christian beliefs right
Dr. Arnold said he doesn’t decide
that people are non-Christians because of their beliefs and practices,
“because there’s no way anyone will

have all the right beliefs or all the
right practices. We just can’t get
everything right.
“If getting everything right before
God is your purpose, then you’re
doomed to failure. Therefore if someone disagrees with me it doesn’t matter, as long as he is forgiven and has
faith in God and God’s Christ.”
Some learned from their mistakes
Dr. Arnold thinks some in the FBI
learned a lesson from the Waco disaster, “but the FBI has many levels,
and, no, they have not all learned
their lesson.
“Bringing in psychologists and
religious experts during the Freemen
situation does not bring back the dead
Davidians.
“It does not bring back the child
who was born into a hellish inferno,
whose first sight was the flames burning it up.”
Contact Phillip Arnold
Write Dr. Arnold in care of The
Reunion Institute at P.O. Box 981111,
Houston, Texas 77098, U.S.A., or Email him at reunion@sbcglobal.net.
For James Tabor’s chronology of
the events at Waco, see his book
(cited earlier in this article), or go to
tinyurl.com/koreshlog.
For an earlier article based on the
interview with Dr. Arnold, see issue
No. 22 of THE JOURNAL, dated Nov.
30, 1998.

Waco witness and religion expert analyzes Branch Davidians
Continued from page 1

was little federal authorities could
have done to avoid the holocaust that
the Branch Davidians, he posits, were
planning as a result of their decadeslong belief that fire was in the prophetic cards.
In other words, David Koresh
never intended to surrender, desiring
instead to bring about fulfillment of
the fire prophecies leading to the destruction of himself and the community. Professor Newport feels that
faced with such inevitability the FBI
had a hopeless situation.

David Koresh taught that people
could avoid drastic scenarios that
prophecies forewarned about.
This is clear from his statement on
March 6, 1993, to a negotiator: “Do
you know who has opened
the Psalm up to you forewarning you of the events
that I am trying to keep you
from fulfilling?”

Mr. Koresh writes that what happens to him is not important in light
of the privilege of writing this new
revelation. “You can do what you will
with this beast,” he says.

From this unexpected turn of
events he responded creatively and offered a new prophetic plan that would
have resolved the crisis peacefully.
But on Monday, April 19, David

A new revelation
Even more than this fact,
what refutes Professor Newport’s theory of inevitability are the contents of the
Kenneth Newport is dead wrong
three letters and the seal
However, this view is incorrect. manuscript delivered by
Mr. Koresh does not say that the Mr. Koresh between April
prophecies of a final fire are inevit- 10 and the fire that Monable, nor does his prophetic herme- day, April 19.
These final four mesneutic equate prophecy with destiny.
First, on April 14, 1993, Mr. Ko- sages show that the history
resh puts in writing his promise to of the Davidian movement,
surrender and sets in motion a plan to from the Koresh viewpoint,
bring that about through his lawyer had reached a revolutionand in the four important messages he ary moment.
Unlike all previous phas- 1993 FIRE—The Branch Davidian compound near Waco, Texas, burns 21 years ago this month
releases.
Curiously, Professor Newport de- es in the Davidians’ tradi- after the Branch Davidians’ run-in with U.S.-government law-enforcement agencies. [Photo courvotes scant attention to these pivotal tion, God had now author- tesy The Reunion Institute]
documents produced by Mr. Koresh ized the writing of a new
The former catastrophic scenario Koresh concluded that the authorities
revelation that would be more imporfrom April 10 to April 19.
featured in traditional Davidian pro- rejected this world-transforming revtant than “any other former gospels.”
The purpose of prophecy
It will be the “most sacred message phetic lore need not culminate in a elation, and there was nothing he
holocaust because now God was giv- could do to change their minds.
Second, Mr. Koresh says repeated- ever.”
This new revelation is so important ing mankind an astounding, new writly on the negotiation tapes that God
wants people to repent. He believes that the fulfillment of the prophecies ten revelation through David Koresh. Disastrous sixth seal
Further, the older traditional DaThe frantic voice of his right-hand
that is why prophecies exist: to make of fire and of the death of the Lamb
people change their behavior. If they can be avoided. The world is being vidian prophetic schema had not fac- man, Steve Schneider, can be heard
on the FBI bug tapes pleading that the
phone line be reconnected so he could
tell the FBI that there was no need to
From this unexpected turn of events, David Koresh
assault the community since there is
no doubt that David has been writing
responded creatively and offered a new prophetic
the seals as he promised.
This was to no avail. Given this
plan that would have resolved the crisis peacefully.
eschatological drama, as it was from
Mr. Koresh’s viewpoint, the disastrous sixth seal was about to open.
do change, then dire prophecies of de- given, as it were, a new biblical reve- tored into it the perpendicular intervention initiated by the activities of No one intended to incinerate
lation.
struction need not fall on them.
Once he finishes it, David Koresh non-Davidian scholars.
Neither the FBI nor the Branch
Prophecies thus are forewarnings,
Davidians intended to incinerate the
not decrees etched in stone. For ex- intends for scholars of religion around
Readiness
and
willingness
community. The authorities deny it,
ample, Jonah prophesied that Nine- the world to have immediate access to
Once Mr. Koresh discovered that and the Branch Davidians rejected
veh would be destroyed. But, con- it so they will have the opportunity to
trary to that prediction, God spared fathom its divine secrets. He believes non-Davidian religion scholars were suicide.
that this unique manuscript will initi- ready and willing to listen to his interBut, given the religious worldview
Nineveh because people can repent.
So, in spite of the thread of discus- ate others into the intimate marriage pretation of the seven seals, the tradi- and eschatological dynamics of the
sion in Davidian history about fire supper of the Lamb when the King tional trajectory inherent in Davidian community, did the releasing of “the
end-time prophecy was interrupted.
winds of God’s wrath” include unand the destruction of the community, will be seen “in his beauty.”

leashing an eschatological fire?
David Koresh believed that Jesus
“performed” prophecies, such as the
triumphant entry into Jerusalem,
where Jesus commanded His disciples to bring Him a colt to ride so the
prophecy in Zechariah 9:9 would be
fulfilled where the Messiah is to ride
on “a colt, the foal of an ass.”
Perhaps Mr. Koresh “performed”
the prophecies referring to an endtime fire that would surround the people of God, protecting them from invaders.
Zechariah 2:5, which predicted
that God’s people would be protected
by a “wall of fire,” had been commented on previously in Davidian
discussions.
Authorities precipitated
the holocaust
Had the FBI waited for Koresh to
write the new revelation, such speculations about the fire’s origin would
not be necessary.
Instead, whatever its immediate
cause, the authorities missed the key
to resolving the crisis peacefully and
precipitated the holocaust itself.
The writing of the message of salvation was the most important thing
in the history of the world for Koresh.
For him it was the final consummation of not only Davidian history but
the entire history of Christianity: the
most precious gift God could give
mankind.
Once the new message of salvation
was written and delivered to mankind, the Davidian dilemma would be
over and the crisis resolved.
‘Vernon no longer Messiah’
But the authorities ignored the
Judgment Message, the Hand Message and the Exodus Message and
rejected the Seal Message.
Near noon on April 19, 1993, they
inserted CS gas directly on the
women and children, “fulfilling” the
disturbing prophecy that David Koresh had warned them of in Zechariah 13:7 where enemies attack “the
little ones.”
At 12:01 FBI agent Byron Sage
theologizes over the loudspeaker,
“Vernon is no longer the Messiah.”
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Confusion reigns over questions of early and late 14th and 15th
Continued from page 3

the 14th and spoiled the Egyptians
(verses 35-36).
Yet it appears the Egyptians had
already been conditioned to give to the
Israelites notice (Exodus 3:21-22;
11:1-3) and that Israel left Egypt on the
morrow after the Passover on the
morning of the 15th (Numbers 33:1-3).
What about later on the 14th?
Late-14th Passover believers say,
no, the lamb was to be killed on the
14th between the evenings (Exodus
12:6) and eaten that night.
Then they conclude that it is obvious that, since the day changed at
sunset, the actual Passover meal and
the death angel were on the 15th, and
that early the next morning, on the
15th, the Israelites left Egypt.
Both of these scenarios have many
followers. However, they both have
problems.
God’s appointments with man
Do you ever wonder what Jesus
meant in John 16:12-13 when He told
His disciples He had much to tell
them but they could not bear it all
now but God’s Spirit would come and
it would guide them into all truth?
Leviticus 23:2 says God’s feasts
are His appointments with man. Verse
5 says the 14th is the LORD’s Passover. Note that the words “early 14th”
or “late 14th” are not used.
In Exodus 12:14, 42-43, the Passover is listed as an “ordinance” of
God to be observed throughout “your
generations.”
In the synoptic Gospels Jesus ate

that last Passover with His disciples
(Mark 12:12-17). It was killed on the
14th between the evenings (Exodus
12:6). There is much confusion over
when this “evening” time is.
Yet the “Jews’ Passover,” according to John, was the next day (John
19:14). John 5:1 and 6:4 also refer to
the Jews’ Passover.
How can these things be?
Is your Bible true?
Most people try to explain away
the seeming discrepancies by saying
Jesus must not have really kept the
Passover. It must have been a forerunner, a last supper, a meal that He
just “called” the Passover, since He
would not be alive the next night.

Notice Mark 14:12-26; Matthew
26:17-30; and Luke 22:7-20.
Did Jesus keep the Passover on the
wrong day? Did He not really know?
Or did Matthew, Mark and Luke just
make an error in quoting Jesus?
In man’s attempt to explain the
contradiction, it baffles me that we
side with the Jewish tradition and
conclude Jesus must be mistaken for
it wasn’t really the Passover.
I for one will never doubt Jesus
again, for He knew what He was saying.
Let’s consider that Jesus knew the
feasts, the moeds, appointments of
God.
Jesus kept that last Passover, and
the Jews’ Passover was the next day.

The Jews’ Passover was on the day
after Jesus kept the Passover.
Now, when is God’s Passover?
That is, when is the Exodus 12 Passover?
It is on the 14th of Abib (also known
as Nisan). You will wear your Bible
out looking for an early-14th or late14th or early-15th Passover, for it is
just not there.
Will we seek Almighty God and
His truth, which will indeed set us
free from man’s customs and traditions? Or will we be held hostage by
our fear to be different?
All of it on the 14th
If you have read this far, and most
probably have not, you are asking:

How can I question the very words of Jesus my
Savior in favor of Jewish customs and traditions? Either
Jesus knew when the Passover is or your Bible is not true.
This seems logical and was what I
believed and taught for some 40
years.
But God in His mercy, through His
Spirit, has shown this not to be true.
Did Mark and Luke make
a mistake?
How can I question the very words
of Jesus my Savior in favor of Jewish
customs and traditions? Either Jesus
knew when the Passover is or your
Bible is not true.

The Passover is called an ordinance of God in Exodus 12, and we
see in Isaiah 24:5 Judah is judged for
“changing the ordinance” of God.
And Jesus condemns Judah for
taking Jewish customs and traditions
and making them the commandments
of God (Matthew 15:6-9).
The Jews’ Passover
Will God’s Spirit convict you? Can
God’s truth be found in these passages?

Well, how do you figure the Passover
to be on the 14th when the lamb is
killed before sunset and eaten after
sunset and the firstborn is spared after
sunset?
The Bible says the Passover is on
the 14th, not part of it but all of it.
The beginning of the day
What I am about to say now will
not be readily received because it is
different from what we have been
taught. I did not accept this informa-

tion easily, but after several months of
study God’s Spirit convinced me of
truth.
The Bible does not make clear
when the day begins or when the
month begins, so we readily accept
the Jewish tradition and by misapplying Leviticus 23:32 and Genesis 1:5
we think we understand.
But there are none so blind as those
who refuse to see, and, yes, that includes every one of us.
With properly understanding that
God’s day begins at dawn rather than
sunset and that the new month begins
with the conjunction (when the earth,
moon and sun, in that order, are approximately in a straight line), all of
the problems with the 14th Passover
go away.
I know we think that Leviticus
23:32 tells us when the day begins,
but it does not. It tells us only when
we are to celebrate the Day of Atonement: We are to start our fast from the
evening before.
We are quick to cite Genesis 1:5 as
a proof text that the day begins in the
night, but Genesis 1:5 says no such
thing.
Trust Jesus’ words
My purpose in this article is not to
defend God’s day or God’s new moon
but to tell you why Jesus’ Passover
was the day before the Jews’ Passover—and to encourage you to trust
Jesus’ own words.
For, if we can’t trust Him, we
indeed should go fishing.
God bless the hearts and ears of
those who desire understanding.

While religionists cry end of the world, let’s understand the truth
Continued from page 3

has cut off 25 million people and one
million acres of farmland from further water supply, leaving areas of the
state to fend for themselves in acquiring water from overpriced sources already in short supply.
Snowpack down
The winter of 2013 was one of the
driest in the last century, and the 2014
winter rainfall and snowpack are
down by 80 percent to date.
Much of California’s drought is
centered on the San Joaquin Valley,
the most productive farmland in the
world, which produces half of the
nation’s fruit, nuts and vegetables
worth $43 billion each year.
Feed for cattle has risen to three
times its normal cost, and up to 80 percent of herds are now being sold off.
Global warning
Can the drought and the confusion

in the weather be explained by global
warming? While proponents on both
sides fight over the issues and some
religionists cry end of the world, let
us understand the truth behind this
mounting tragedy.
Droughts, floods and famines have
been occurring for thousands of years.

begins slowly over decades, drying
out the country’s farmland and the
dwindling supply of water. See this
detailed in Leviticus 26.
Inexplicable blocks
Experts have determined that a
series of unexplainable “blocks” are

People talk about the change in the
weather, unsuspecting that it will
eventually bring a massive reduction
in American farming and industry and
will over time destroy American and
British life as we know it.
For more than 800 years and 200
years, respectively, our governments

The winter of 2013 was one of the driest in
the last century, and the 2014 winter rainfall and
snowpack are down by 80 percent to date.
But on rare occasions, to correct
the descendant nations of Israel as
occurred before World War II in the
Dust Bowl years, and as a prelude to
war and possible national captivity,
God allows terror attacks and then
introduces a national drought that

being placed on the jet stream, forcing the winter rains and snowfall
north of the crop-growing areas of the
United States and Canada but allowing what they call the arctic vortex,
dumping severe weather on cities in
the east.
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and those of the democracies established around the world have adhered
to principles of moral behavior and
higher ethics, making our nations the
envy of the world.
Rules breaking down
There has always been individual
breaking of the rules, but nationally,
to a great degree, we did our part.
Those nations whose populations
have used the Ten Commandments as
their moral guidelines have been
given incredible wealth to enjoy over
centuries. The rest of the world shares
only a third of the earth's resources.
Educated away
But now, today, our nations—and
our nation’s leaders—have been educated away from believing in God’s
existence and therefore do not realize
the significance behind the fact that
many of our laws directly conflict
with God's law.
Educated people from the top
schools in our lands have not stopped
to consider the cause-and-effect principles behind our economic crisis and
the massive drought crisis that has
been building for 25 years.
Fickle populace
Could this drought be the result of
the changes the so-called experts
have made to our nation’s laws and
our population’s willingness to

accept these changes?
We know that Britain and America
will suffer a huge loss of life during a
massive drought that will finally
cause millions to die from disease
epidemics in our large cities through a
lack of sanitation, clean drinking
water and food supplies here in the
United States as well as in Britain,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand.
A chink will be found
As we watch this occur, we need to
help the American and British people
realize that God does exist and
through this corrective punishment
they are being warned of a coming
World War III military defeat.
Germany, the leading nation in
Europe, will find a chink in our
aging defenses and in a final attempt
at world domination will strike our
nations just as it hit Britain and
Eastern Europe after the 1930s
drought that preceded the Second
World War.
Misguided attempt to please
Our leaders simply do not know
what they are causing as they continue to do away with laws that were
based on Judeo-Christian ethics in an
attempt to please those who are pushing for this.
Let us encourage them to begin to
live by God’s laws to avert a national
tragedy, or so some may escape what
is to come.
Please do your part to help warn
our nations.
The Dust Bowl revisited
Watch Ken Burns’ production of
The Dust Bowl on PBS stations to
learn how bad the drought was in the
1930s. Our present situation may
become seven times worse.
Read “Drought, Flood and Famine” on page 1 of the America and
Britain’s Future Free Library at USBritishFuture.com, or write for a free
copy and details of the Outreach
Program to US-British Future, P.O.
Box 4877, Oceanside, Calif. 92056,
U.S.A.
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Some people apparently think ‘Do this’ means ‘Don’t do this’
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found in the Bible.
Reading the Bible for what it says is
important. We have excellent tools to
figure out what the Bible says in the
original languages.

No substitute for digging
We have concordances, lexicons and
the ability to search the text by a computer.
Author Joe Kovaks’ research led him
to conclude there is no substitute for
digging into words and ideas found in
the Bible. We should look into the Bible
for who is saying it, what is being said,
why is it being said and how it is being
presented.
I don’t study the Bible as a sport or
because I am bored. I study the Bible to
“present myself approved to God” (2
Timothy 2:15).
Rightly dividing
Bible study has to be pursued with
diligence and with a willingness to learn
what the text is saying and how it applies: rightly dividing the word of truth.
Paul brings up the example of the
brethren in Berea “in that they received
the word with all readiness, and searched
the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so” (Acts 17:11).
The Bereans were trying to prove
that the things being taught were as presented. They were not looking to disparage, insult or make fun of the
preacher.
Today we first look at who the
preacher is and then we dismiss what is
being said by shrugging our shoulders
and saying, “Well, that is just a little old
guy from our town” (John 1:46).
The Lord’s appointments
Many years ago one of the topics that
intrigued me was the idea of “keeping
the holy days.” I had grown up not
knowing the days existed and much less
that I would have to keep them.
Eventually I learned about the holy
days, the festivals, the places on the
“calendar” to keep them and all that. In
the last five years or so I began to be
aware that maybe there were things I
didn’t quite understand as well as I
should.
I started in Leviticus 23 because it
listed all the holy days in one place. I
came across the Hebrew word mow’ed,
translated “feasts,” in Moses’ writings.
“And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, ‘Speak to the children of Israel, and
say to them: “The feasts [mow’ed] of
the LORD, which you shall proclaim to
be holy convocations, these are My
feasts [mow’ed]” ’ ” (Leviticus 23:1-2).
Is it unusual or is it common?
I wanted to find out if mow’ed was
an unusual or common word.
A quick search shows that this word,
Strong’s No. 04150, appears 223 times
in the Old Testament. Thus it is a word
whose meaning can be ascertained with
a high degree of accuracy by noting
how it is used in the different passages.
The first sense that has to be understood about the word is that it means
“appointment”: appointment of time,
place or persons.
The more I looked into this topic, the
more I was shocked by the appointments (as Mr. Kovacs might say if he
were researching the holy days).
Mow’ed gave me the sense that God
made appointments with His people. In
many cases the English translation of
the Hebrew term was misleading or
obfuscating.
Take the translation of mow’ed in
Leviticus 23:2. In both cases where the
word appears in that verse it is translated as “feasts.”
Mow’ed is a masculine noun. I
would naturally understand that it is the
plural of the word feast. This is the case
in the English language.
“And on the fifteenth day of the same
month is the Feast [chag] of Unleavened Bread to the LORD; seven days you
must eat unleavened bread” (verse 6).
In verse 6 the Hebrew word chag is
translated as “feast.” Chag, Strong’s
No. 02282, is not the singular of the
word mow’ed translated as “feasts” in
English.
Singular and plural
I was shocked. How am I to understand a topic when the words are not

consistent in the English translation?
Why isn’t mow’ed the plural of chag?
Why would the writer in Hebrew not be
consistent?
Better yet, why is the English translation inconsistent?
This topic must be important to God,
otherwise He would not have taken up
so much space in the Bible with
mow’ed.
Further, chag appears 62 times in the
Old Testament. Are these words related,
as the English translation seems to
imply, or are they different words in the
original language expressing different
concepts?
OT definitions
Theological Workbook of the Old Testament gives the following definitions:
Mow’ed, page 878. In the KJV the
word is translated as “congregation”
150 times, “feast” 23 times, “season”
13 times, “appointed” 12 times, “time”
12 times, “assembly” four times, “solemnity” four times, “solemn” two
times, “days” one time, “sign” one time,
and “synagogues” one time. The word
is used 223 times in all.
I was shocked that one Hebrew word
would have so many meanings as expressed in the KJV.
From “Chag,” Theological Workbook of the Old Testament, page 602: In
the KJV this word is translated as
“feast” 56 times, “sacrifice” three times,
“feast days” two times and “solemnity”
one time. This word is used 62 times.
Holy convocations
Again the Bible provided the answers to a lack in my understanding.
God had set up an appointment with His
people to have a festival on a specific
day of the year.
“These are the feasts [mow’ed] of the
LORD, holy convocations [qodesh miqrah’] which you shall proclaim at their
appointed times [mow’ed]. On the fourteenth day of the first month at twilight
is the LORD’s Passover” (Leviticus
23:4-5).
Leviticus 23 contains the listing of
all the mow’ed, the LORD’s appointments, to be proclaimed by “you.”
Only on the 14th
Who is “you?” Obviously “you” was
first Moses and later the Levitical
priesthood.
The first mow’ed listed is the LORD’s
Passover on the 14th day of the first

This word for bread appears in
Leviticus 23:14, 17 and 20 and in all
cases not associated with “unleavened”
as it is in Exodus 29:2 and Leviticus
8:26: “the basket of unleavened [matstsah] bread that was before the LORD . . .”
So all appointments of time belong
to the LORD. Some have holy convocations and some do not. For example, the
Passover is a time appointment, but it is
not a chag festival. Also, a holy convocation is not required on the 14th day of
the first month.
The next appointment, the “chag of
matstsah,” is an appointment that lasts
seven days. There is a requirement of a
holy convocation on the
first and seventh day
of this chag of
going without
leaven.
In addition,
no normal
work is permitted on the
first and seventh day of this
chag.
Passover shock
I was shocked to
prove that the Passover
mow’ed had different
characteristics from the
mow’ed of the days of
going without leaven.
It became clear to me that the
mow’ed of the Passover was different
and separate from the mow’ed of the
unleavened days.
After this shocking understanding, I
began to realize the confusion people
have had. Mixing the activities of the
Passover with activities to be done on
the unleavened days did not make
sense. Each mow’ed had its own distinctive rites and activities.
Twilight in the wilderness
In Numbers we find more instructions: “Now the LORD spoke to Moses
in the Wilderness of Sinai, in the first
month of the second year after they had
come out of the land of Egypt, saying:
“ ‘Let the children of Israel keep the
Passover [pecach] at its appointed time
[mow’ed]. On the fourteenth day of this
month, at twilight [ereb], you shall keep
it at its appointed time [mow’ed]. According to all its rites and ceremonies
you shall keep it” (Numbers 9:1-5).
So Moses told the children of Israel

No ‘bread’ in original
In the above verses I have eliminated
the word bread because in the Hebrew
there is no word for bread after chametz
and matstsah.
Therefore the Passover animal was
to be eaten without any leavened food,
which at the time meant bread. This is
perhaps why the translators supplied the
English word bread two times.
The original Passover at the time of
the Exodus was a lamb selected ahead
of time on the 10th day of the month to
be killed after sunset on the 14th day of
the month.
New Testament Passover
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, observed the Passover according to these
instructions at the
correct appointed
time: after sunset
on the 14th day
of the first month.
He followed
the instructions
and timing prescribed in the
books of Moses.
Thus no leavened
products were
found at the Passover that Jesus kept
in the upper room.
The New Testament was
written in Greek. The Greek word for
Passover is pascha, Strong’s No. 3957.
It is a neutral noun of Aramaic origin.
According to the Theological Dictionary of the New Testament, page 797,
pascha appears 29 times in the New
Testament, translated “Passover” 28
times and mistranslated as “Easter” one
time in Acts 12:4 in the KJV.
‘Easter’ translation
That pascha appears so many times
gives us a good understanding of the
usage of the word. It simply means the
keeping of the mow’ed of Passover.
Any other name for the Passover is
unwarranted, such as Easter in Acts 12.
“And He [Jesus] said, ‘Go into the
city to a certain man, and say to him,
“The Teacher says, ‘My time is at hand;
I will keep the Passover [pascha] at
your house with My disciples’ ” ’ ”
(Matthew 26:18).
“So the disciples did as Jesus had
directed them; and they prepared the
Passover [pascha]” (verse 19).

I was shocked! How am I to understand a topic
when the words are not consistent in the English
language? Why isn’t mow’ed the plural of chag?
month. The Passover is not on the 15th
day of the month or any other day other
than the 14th day of the first month.
Continuing:
“And on the fifteenth day of the same
month is the Feast [chag] of Unleavened
Bread [matstsah] to the LORD; seven
days you must eat unleavened bread.
“On the first day you shall have a
holy convocation [qodesh miqrah’];
you shall do no customary work on it.
But you shall offer an offering made by
fire to the LORD for seven days.
“The seventh day shall be a holy
convocation [qodesh miqrah’]; you
shall do no customary work on it”
(verses 6-8).

they should keep the Passover, and they
kept it on Nisan 14 at twilight in the
wilderness.
Again, the Passover must be observed with all its rites and ceremonies
on the precise mow’ed beginning at twilight, which is the period between the
setting of the sun and darkness.
Every instruction pertaining to the
Passover had to take place on the 14th
day of the first month.
But in time the custom evolved into
splitting the Passover rites and ceremonies, such as killing the lamb on the
afternoon of the 14th day and eating the
lamb after sunset, which, of course, is
the 15th day of the first month.

Main food
Mow’ed does not appear in these
verses, but it is obvious that the chag of
matstsah to the LORD is one of the
appointments God has instituted.
Matstsah means unleavened or without leaven because the children of Israel
left Egypt in a hurry and their bread did
not have time to rise.
Chag refers to a time when the children of Israel went without leaven. At
that time their main leavened food was
bread.

Old Testament Passover
How was the Passover mow’ed to be
observed? Moses gave the instructions
as recorded in Deuteronomy.
“Observe the month of Abib [sometimes called Nisan], and keep the Passover to the LORD your God, for in the
month of Abib the LORD your God
brought you out of Egypt by night.
“Therefore you shall sacrifice the
Passover to the LORD your God, from the
flock and the herd, in the place where the
LORD chooses to put His name.
“You shall eat no leaven [chametz]
with it; seven days you shall eat unleavened [matstsah] with it, that is, the bread
[lechem] of affliction (for you came out
of the land of Egypt in haste), that you
may remember the day in which you
came out of the land of Egypt all the days
of your life” (Deuteronomy 16:1-3).

Basket of bread
The Hebrew language has a word for
bread.
“So you shall serve the LORD your
God, and He will bless your bread
[lechem], and your water . . .” (Exodus
23:25).

I was not too shocked to learn that
Jesus kept the ordinance of Passover as it
should be. At the observance of the last
Passover of Jesus Christ, He changed the
way the ordinance of Passover was to be
observed by His disciples.
It is to be noted that the disciples who
observed the Passover with Jesus Christ
were baptized and committed to following Jesus. Judas was the exception.
Changes in Passover ordinance
Paul explains it this way:
“Therefore purge out the old leaven,
that you may be a new lump, since you
truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ,
our Passover [pascha], was sacrificed
for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7).
There would be no more need of an
actual animal to be sacrificed and eaten
in observance of the Passover. Jesus
took the place of the animal. Just as the
Israelites had to eat and partake of the
Passover lamb, we must also partake of
Jesus Christ, who was sacrificed for us.
Toward the end of Jesus’ last Passover, He told His disciples He would
look forward to keeping His next Passover when “it is fulfilled in the kingdom
of God.” Notice that the Passover had to
be eaten. I have no doubt that Jesus ate
a Passover on the night on which He
was betrayed.
“So they went and found it just as He
had said to them, and they prepared the
Passover [pascha]. When the hour had
come, He sat down, and the twelve
apostles with Him. Then He said to

them, ‘With fervent desire I have
desired to eat this Passover [pascha]
with you before I suffer; for I say to
you, I will no longer eat of it until it is
fulfilled in the kingdom of God’ ” (Luke
22:13-20).
Then He took the cup, gave thanks
and said, “Take this and divide it among
yourselves; for I say to you, I will not
drink of the fruit of the vine until the
kingdom of God comes” (verse 18).
Then He took the bread, gave thanks
for it and gave it to His disciplines, saying, “This is My body which is given for
you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
After supper He said, “This cup is
the new covenant in My blood, which is
shed for you” (verses 19-20).
Last Passover
Jesus ate the Passover. This was the
last Passover He would keep with His
disciples. In the future and for His
future disciples, He would become the
Passover.
His future disciples would wash each
other’s feet following an ordinance of
humility following Jesus’ example. The
disciples would partake of unleavened
bread to symbolize His broken body
and partake of the cup of the fruit of the
vine symbolizing the New Covenant
sealed with His blood.
Some confuse do with don’t
My final observation is that Jesus
said, “Do this in remembrance of Me.”
But mankind will not do as God said.
Mankind will go out of its way to remember this night at the wrong time,
with the wrong symbols and with another name.
Paul received direct instructions
from Jesus Christ as well, as noted in 1
Corinthians.
“For I received from the Lord that
which I also delivered to you: that the
Lord Jesus on the same night in which
He was betrayed took bread; and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and
said, ‘Take, eat; this is My body which
is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’
“In the same manner He also took
the cup after supper, saying, ‘This cup is
the new covenant in My blood. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.’
“For as often as you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26).
We are to partake of the symbols at
the same time on the anniversary of the
night on which He partook of them: on
the night in which He was betrayed.
Around midnight
When was that? After the Passover
supper, Jesus spent time with the disciples teaching them and praying for them.
Then He took a couple of disciples and
went to the garden to pray some more.
At around midnight guards came
with Judas, who betrayed Him with a
kiss. The time would have been the midnight of the 14th day of the first month.
How often should we observe the
Lord’s death? Once a year after sunset on
the 14th day of the first month, because
this was when Jesus ate the Passover.
By now you also know the Corinthian church was not following this instruction well. Paul had to correct the
Corinthians by prefacing his remarks
with “Shall I praise you in this? I do not
praise you.”
Final shock
The annual Passover is not to be taken
lightly. We must examine ourselves and
discern the Lord’s body correctly.
“But let a man examine himself, and
so let him eat of the bread and drink of
the cup. For he who eats and drinks in
an unworthy manner eats and drinks
judgment to himself, not discerning the
Lord’s body.
“For this reason many are weak and
sick among you, and many sleep. For if
we would judge ourselves, we would not
be judged” (1 Corinthians 11:28-31).
This was my final shock. I could hurt
myself badly if I don’t observe the Passover correctly.
Jesus Christ set us an example by the
meticulous way He followed instructions and taught others to do likewise.
I have more to say about the topic of
the appointments and the chag festivals,
but that will have to wait for another time.
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Why do you
tithe on money?
Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.
Prayer requests

Resources

Obituaries

Malachi in Context Is Vital! Lawrence G. Mumme,
P.O. Box 86094, Tucson, AZ 85754.

Jeanette Ellen “Jan” Weinbrenner, 74, of Big Sandy
died April 9, 2014. ¶ Jeanette was born on Jan. 26,
1940, in Momence, Ill. She was a member of the
Church of God a Worldwide Association. Jeanette
attended Ambassador College
in Pasadena, Calif. ¶ Jan was
married to Loren Weinbrenner
in June 1966 in Big Sandy. He
preceded her in death in
February 2014. She was also
preceded in death by her parents, Ernest Raetz and Gladys
Burdick, and her sister Sandy
Heasley. ¶ Jeanette was a
beloved mother who found Jan Weinbrenner
great joy in tending to her
flower garden and her children. ¶ Surviving are her daughters, Melissa
Weinbrenner of Mount Pleasant, Texas, and Lori
and husband Terry Shipman of Big Sandy; her son,
Jared and wife Angela Weinbrenner of Fort Worth,
Texas; a brother, Jerry Raetz of Illinois; and sisters
Sharon Kilpatrick and Chris Burdick of California
and Lois Perry of Nevada. She also leaves behind
six grandchildren: Brian Taylor, Arthur Taylor, Eric
Taylor, T.J. Shipman, Charlotte Weinbrenner and
Audrey Weinbrenner.

Prayer request for Donna Thomas and son, Ron
Phillips (with whom I live). I (Donna) am 80 and
Ron is 59 years old. I broke my back 21⁄2 years ago
and there are still two vertebrae that will not heal
due to advanced osteoporosis so I'm in a wheelchair most of the time that I can be out of bed and
Ron has neurological damage plus both knees and
ligaments need replacing but the Veterans
Administration keeps putting it off.

Personals
Longtime COG member wants E-mail pen pals,
rocky695@att.net or phone 903-534-9131.
Looking for a friend from years ago. Rosemary
Parker and husband Louis lived in South Torrance,
Calif., in the ’60s and ’70s and I believe they live in
the Long Beach, Calif., area now. I can be contacted at (808) 965-8067. I am Donna Thomas Haupt,
formerly of Torrance and Pasadena, wanting to
contact Rosemary.
Hello. I am a single deaf woman in my 60s. I am a
Sabbath-keeper and am seeking a deaf male companion who is also a Sabbath-keeper. Seeking a
man in late 50s or early 60s, someone who loves
God, outdoor walks and animals, enjoys friends,
loves great conversations and laughter and has a
passion for life. I am 5-foot-9, have blue eyes, lightbrown hair, love life and enjoy conversations and
good teasing too! I use total communication, signing and speaking at the same time. You can Email
me at janecemm1@gmail.com. Once I hear from
you, I will send you a picture of me. Would love to
get to know you if God’s willing. Janece.

Help wanted
Help needed on a small farm. Free rental space
with electric hookup for a trailer, motor home
or camper in exchange for help with farm chores.
509-732-8984.

Resources
Christian Straight Talk, www.williestraighttalk.
blogspot.com. Joseph and Barbara Willie discuss a
variety of subjects relating to the New Covenant
gospel (Sexuality, Trinity, Sin, Prophecy}. Expand
your biblical horizons.
Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath, 11 a.m.
Pacific, 12 noon mountain, 1 p.m. central, 2 p.m.
eastern, (916) 233-0562, www.godward.org.
Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002, South
Pasadena, CA 91030.
ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.
Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.
The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley Springs,
CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org, (209) 772-0737
or (209) 772-2993.
Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood, AZ
86326.
Who Can You Trust? Bill.hawkins1@gmail.com.
Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery, TX
77356, art@mokarow.com, GodsPuzzleSolved.com.
Biblical-history programs at youtubecom/biblicalhistory/art.
Building Bridges Not Walls, www.Reconciliation
Group.org.
Free article on the Subject of Passover. Please call
Richard Korth, (509) 732-8984. You will be amazed
and dumbfounded at the Real Truth about Passover! It’s a REAL FEAST!

America and Britains Future, US-Britishfuture.com,
P.O. Box 4877, Oceanside, CA 92052.

Call

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Colleen Bailey requests prayers for her father, Terry
Warren. He is undergoing rehab and care following
a recent fall and blood clot. He has been paralyzed
on the right side since a stroke 14 years ago. Cards
can be sent to Terry and Madeline Warren, P.O. Box
275, Elm Springs, AR 72728.

From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, ozwitness.net/.

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

A Virtual Church

Connections runs classifieds

The Church of God is not prepared, Children
ofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little Rock, AR 72260.

To order these books write:

April 30, 2014

Cgministry-inchrist.org, cgminchrist@charter.net.
Should the Feast of Tabernacles be observed in a
summer or fall month? Should the first month of
the year be a winter or spring month? www.Flaccog.com, jancgil@aol.com.
Jesus the God. Jesus the Man. Priesthood/
Ministerial Duties. Ray Daly, rayedaly@bis.
midco.net or 3 Santee Rd., Lincoln, ND 58504.

Obituaries
Arnold Lee Clauson of Denison, Texas, departed this
life on April 26, 2014, at his home surrounded by his
loving family. He was born on April 23, 1944, in
Hendricks, Minn., to Sam L.
and Nellie Riley Clauson.
Arnold married Patricia Panella on June 8, 1969, in Big
Sandy, Texas. ¶ He served as a
pastor for 40 years at Grace
Communion International
Church in Dallas and Denison,
Texas. His hobbies were fishing, hunting, golf, woodworking and playing his guitar. He Arnold Clauson
loved Erector sets. He moved
to Grayson County 21 years ago from Cape Girardeau, Mo. ¶ Arnold will be remembered for his
deep love of God and his family, his solid leadership,
his exceptional organization and coordination skills,
his fearlessness in the face of challenges and his
selfless and steadfast humanity toward his fellow
men and women. Many were touched by the warm
smile and willing hand he extended to each person
he met in his time on this earth. He is deeply
missed. ¶ Arnold is survived by his wife of the home,
Patricia, his children, Sharyl Fahey and Jonathan of
McKinney, Texas, Rachelle Clauson of San Diego,
Calif., Stephanie Clauson of McKinney, grandchildren, Lissa Fahey, Thomas Fahey and Matthew
Arnold Fahey, brother, Samuel Clauson and Bernice
of Rapid City, S.D., many nieces, nephews and other
relatives and a host of friends. ¶ Preceding him in
death are his parents, brothers, Lloyd, Caroll and
Donald Clauson, and sisters, Marie Holman and
Marilyn Zemlicka. ¶ You may sign the online guest
book at americanfuneralservice-fh.com.
Glen Gilchrist, 59, area pastor of Living Church of God
congregations in Washington, Oregon, Idaho and
Alaska, died unexpectedly
on April 27, 2014, of a heart
attack. He is survived by his
wife, Diane, and two daughGlen Gilchrist
ters, Laurel and Allison. Davy
Crockett conducted a memorial service May 11 at
Fife (Wash.) Community Center .

Vernon Ray Damron, 83, of Russellville passed
away April 27, 2014, at his home. He was born
June 30, 1930, in Maramec, Okla., to George
Ronald and Arnel Lule Teague Damron. He graduated from Claremore High School. He married
Betty Quick in Rogers County, Okla., in 1950. He
received medals during his services in the Korean
War as an Army Ranger 82nd Airborne. ¶ From
1952-73 Mr. Damron owned
five retail businesses, from
1974-95 he owned Damron
Ranch, from 1974-2010 he
sold real estate and did sales
and construction and from
1985-2010 he operated a
real-estate-licensing school.
¶ His hobbies included skydiving, traveling with family
and gardening. ¶ He was an
elder in Living Church of God. Vernon Damron
¶ Over the years he resided in
Cement, Chickasha and Claremore, Okla.; Wichita,
Kan.; Lexington, Ky.; and Kansas City, Columbia,
Hallsville and Richmond, Mo. ¶ Mr. Damron was
preceded in death by his parents; a daughter,
Deborah Ruth Derrick; a son, Dustin Ray Gene
Damron; and siblings Jocelle Hargus, Bobby Gene
Damron and DeLois Mott. ¶ Survivors include his
wife of 64 years, Betty Damron; son-in law Jack
Derrick of Atkins, Ark.; daughter MaDonna Damron
of Russellville; son David Damron and wife Debra
Damron of Highlands Ranch, Colo.; seven grandchildren and spouses; and 14 great-grandchildren.
¶ The funeral service was officiated by David
Stiffler. A family-conducted memorial service was
held in Russellville and officiated by Dennis
Shipley. ¶ The online obituary and guestbook are
available at shinnfuneral.com.

Funeral Services for Loy Elton Oxley Sr., 83, of
Shreveport, La., were May 03, 2014, at Warren
Meadows Funeral Home Chapel in Many, La., with
the Rev. David Ogywn officiating. Burial followed
in Warren Cemetery in Fisher,
La. ¶ Loy was born July 16,
1930, in Sabine Parish, La. He
passed away on April 25,
2014, at Willis-Knighton
South in Shreveport, La. ¶ He
was preceded in death by his
parents, Tim and Ella Hayes
Oxley. ¶ Loy is survived by his
wife, Vera Oxley of Shreveport; three sons, Elton Oxley Loy Oxley
Jr. and David Lee Oxley of
Lumberton, Texas, and Raymond Scott Oxley of
Lancaster, Calif.; six daughters, Regina Rebich of
Tyler, Texas, Judy Gray of San Antonio, Texas,
Carolyn Evans of Shreveport, Myra Olen and Gloria
Norris of Richardson, Texas, and Sabrina Matheny
of Victoria, Texas; two sisters, Estell Bertrand of
Bossier City, La., and Doris Broadway of Knoxville,
Tenn.; two brothers, Aubury Oxley and Kenneth
Oxley of Many; 17 grandchildren; and nine greatgrandchildren; along with a host of nieces,
nephews and friends. ¶ Online condolences may
be sent to the family at warrenmeadows.com.

Raymond Alan Kurr of Mounds, Okla., died unexpectedly May 2, 2014, at his home. Ray, founder and
operator of Ray Kurr Window Cleaning in the Tulsa
area for 38 years, was an ordained pastor. ¶ Ray, 58,
was born in The Bronx, N.Y., Sept. 25, 1955. He was
a musician, singing with his own choir and with
many other music groups. He
married the former Pam Clement July 4, 1976. ¶ Besides
Pam, he is survived by four
children: Brandi Cartwright
(Dixon III “Trey”) of Nacogdoches, Texas; Bridget Kurr (Laura)
of Nashville, Tenn., Brittney
Kurr of Mounds; Raymond Kurr
II (Lindsey) of Tulsa; a grandson, Dixon “Cater” Cartwright Ray Kurr
IV of Nacogdoches; and one
sister and one brother. ¶ The funeral was May 7 at
New Beginnings Baptist Church in Bixby, Okla. ¶
The congregations Ray attended with his family
included the Church of God Big Sandy and Tulsa
Church of God. ¶ Memorials may be made to the
Ray Kurr Scholarship Fund for Music Together
classes. For more information go to eversongmusic.
com or write eversonmusiccenter@gmail.com. ¶
See another photo of Ray Kurr on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.

916-233-0562
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The Church of God–The Most High (God)
(A SOVEREIGN ASYLUM STATE—Headquartered at the “Third Heaven,” see the following scriptures: 2 Corinthians,
Chapter 12, Verses 1-4, also: Philippians, Chapter 1, Verse 12, Philippians, Chapter 3, Verses 20-21, Ephesians, Chapter 2)

Proclaiming the Everlasting Gospel of the Kingdom of God
According to the Holy Scriptures: Book of Psalms, Psalm 91
(note: clearly identifies and reveals two distinct divine spirit
beings—spirit personalities—not one or three), Book of
Daniel, Chapter 7, Mark, Chapter 13, Mark, Chapter 16,
Matthew, Chapter 24, Matthew, Chapter 26, Verses 1-13,
Matthew, Chapter 28, and Revelation, Chapter 14. This
Church adheres to all of the Scriptural Covenant requirements,
including but not limited: To the Seventh Day Sabbath of God
as well as the Annual Sabbaths of God, and the Ten Commandments. This Church conscientiously objects to coming under,

any and all military authority, in any form. This Church
believes and upholds “the Faith Once Delivered to the Saints,
Book of Jude, in The First Century Church as Scripturally
Defined.” This Church believes and accepts all Scripture, to be
the divinely inspired Revelation of God, and “God-Breathed”
(self-contained substantiation). For more information,
address all correspondence and confidential communication
to the Ambassador/Publisher at: The Church of God
– The Most High, © in care of Ogorek Publishing
© 230 N. Gate St., Unit 929, Lake Forest, ILLINOIS 60045.

All rights reserved—entire contents herein—without prejudice to any at Divine Law by Vincent Michael Ogorek—sui juris,
Ambassador/Publisher and Confidant. All communications considered / private zone confidential. (All rights reserved at Trade Secrets Law)

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Connections:
Member to Member
P.O. Box 1020., Big Sandy, Texas 75755
(903) 636-4779 • lkcartwright@aol.com
CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER is published by
THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD. ©
2014 JMC Associates. All rights reserved. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any reason or for no reason. Classified
advertisements are 25 cents a word. Prayer
requests and obituaries of reasonable length are
run free of charge as space is available. For display-advertising rates and deadline information,
write Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.com
or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
Or call her at (903) 636-4470.

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

Feast of Tabernacles • “Rejoice Before the Lord”
San Antonio, Texas • October 9–October 16, 2014
The Church of God San Antonio (with the Churches of God Outreach Ministries) will host the Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San Antonio for
the 17th year. All brethren, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wish to “Rejoice Before the Lord” in unity and love are welcome.
and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in
beautiful San Antonio, Texas. Experience the warm,
loving, family atmosphere for which this Feast
site is known. You and your entire family will enjoy and be
spiritually edified through uplifting contemporary worship
music and messages given in a spirit of love.

C

OME

This year a special guest speaker, Joe Kovacs, will join
us for the Feast of Tabernacles. Joe Kovacs is a Bible-believing Christian and author of the #1 bestseller Shocked
by the Bible: The Most Astonishing Facts You’ve
Never Been Told. His latest book, The Divine Secret: The Awesome and Untold Truth About
Your Phenomenal Destiny, was officially released in
stores July 17, 2012, and it instantly rocketed to become
a #1 bestseller on its first day of publication, and is
packed with many 5-star glowing reviews on Amazon.
Joe Kovacs is an award-winning American journalist and
broadcaster who has spent more than twenty-five years
in the broadcast, print and online media, receiving
awards for excellence in news coverage from The Associated Press and United Press International. A frequent
media guest, Mr. Kovacs has appeared on The O’Reilly
Factor on the Fox News Channel as well as countless
radio shows across America and the world, including
Coast to Coast AM. Mr. Kovacs will be speaking about
our divine destiny based on his book The Divine
Secret. To read more about Joe Kovacs and his book, go
to www.thedivinesecret.com.

San Antonio is one of America’s unique cities and the
No. 1 tourist destination in Texas. Major attractions include the Alamo, the River Walk, Sea World, Six Flags
Fiesta Texas, the Tower of the Americas, the San Antonio
Zoo, and many others too numerous to list.

Meeting Place

What the Comfort Inn–Fiesta offers

COMFORT INN–FIESTA at SIX FLAGS

All rooms have been renovated with new furniture and
small microwave and refrigerator. Free Deluxe Continental
Breakfast and newspaper in lobby. Free local phone calls. Wireless
Internet service. Remote satellite TV: HBO, ESPN, CNN. Sparkling
outdoor pool. In-room coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and boards.
Interior corridors, elevators, free parking. You will find the rooms
especially comfortable. Satisfaction guaranteed. The hotel with its
indoor corridors is arranged so you will experience instant
fellowship as soon as you step out of your rooms. It makes
possible a very intimate and family oriented Feast.

6755 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, Texas 78249
Phone: (210) 696-4766
Fax: (210) 696-6698
E-Mail: comfortinnfiesta@aol.com
Web Site: www.comfortinn.com
(Worship Services held next door at the Elks Lodge
with breakout meeting space at the Comfort Inn.)

How to make reservations
1. Call the Comfort Inn–Fiesta at (210) 696-4766
2. Tell them you are attending the Feast of Tabernacles/
Church of God San Antonio, Group Account 1576179.
3. Room rate is $59.00 plus 16.75% tax ($9.89 = $68.89
for Single, Double, and four children (up to 18 years old);
Extra $10 per additional adult.
Rate is regularly up to $120 during peak season, but we
get a generous price reduction to $59.00. Reservations
accepted only with a deposit or a major credit card.

For more information
Contact Julian Cruz, Festival Coordinator and Pastor, Church of
God San Antonio, 219 Whitefield Ave, San Antonio, Texas 78223;
phone 210/333-7229; E-Mail: jcruz132@satx.rr.com.

Church’s Web page: www.churchofgodsa.com
Please E-mail, write or telephone Julian Cruz and let him
know if you are attending this Feast site along with the
number in your family and age of children. This information will help us plan activities and serve you better.

4. September 15, 2014, is cutoff/cancel date for making reservations at the discounted room rate of
$59. All rooms not picked up by this date will
be released and be subject to a higher room
rate. Please, please, please help us
serve you better by making your reservation as early as possible and
well in advance of the cutoff date.
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Guard Against Deception
Don’t Swallow Everything,
Don’t Be Gullible
att. 24:4: “Take heed that no man deceive you.” Paul spoke also as did
Jesus Christ: “Let no man deceive you
by any means” (2 Thes. 2:3). Many
will be deceived by the false prophets (preachers).
Where does it come from? Satan! God is not the
author of confusion. He, Satan, has deceived the
whole world. He is the god of this world (Rev. 20:3,
8; 2 Cor. 4:4).
That includes us too. We
have a mixed picture of the
gospel. Details and pieces are
missing, and other things
have been put in. Some
pieces are correct, others are
false. In the Sabbath-keeping
churches, there is much blindness and deception.
The reason many are
blinded is “money.” Where
are the gifts of the Holy
Spirit? Why were there false
Lawrence Mumme
prophecies starting with 1936?
Why is there absence of true prophecies? Why the
many splits? Is there anyone preaching the true,
unperverted gospel? Who has the correct understanding and simplicity of Christ? (2 Cor. 11:3).
There is confusion and division. Why would God
set His Spirit into such confusion. When we get this
straightened out, then He might.
We need to ask God to cast Satan the dictator out
of our midst and send His Holy Spirit with the gifts.
Let us get back to the faith once delivered, including the New Covenant.

M

Man’s Church Government Is a Fraud
Nowhere is a dictator over the church Jesus Christ
built. Diotrephes (3 John 9-10) was the first to try to
dictate, expelling true Christians from the congregation at his whims.
He had put out those who were friendly to the
brethren. He loved to lord it over the congregation.
He wanted to have preeminence, the top position.
This was contrary to what Jesus Christ said (Matt.
20:25-28; 23:8, 11; John 16:2).
Nicolaitans came into power in Rev. 2:6 and 2:15.
They were like Diotrephes. They gained superiority
over the brethren, so their name, Nicolaitan, expresses by analyzing.
Jesus Christ is the Head of the church, not some
man or council.
The doctrines of God are in the New Covenant–New Testament and need no embellishment.
There is no need for any man to exercise lordship
over the congregation(s).
The epistle of 1 Corinthians shows how Jesus
Christ wants people to run the church.
Chapter 5:1-5: To eject someone was the priority of
the congregation, not the pastor or any other elder.
Chapter 6 is concerned with grievances (verses 1-5).
Chapter 14:23: “The whole church” with any man
could speak when he had something to say (verses
26, 27, 31, 33 and especially 37).
Chapter 11 shows the real chain of authority
(verses 3, 9). Jesus is the Head, not some man.
Chapter 12 concerns gifts and offices as gifts, but
not for dictating.
Chapter 13 shows the best way—LOVE—agape.

2 Cor. 1:24: Helpers are those of the offices in
chapter 12.
Some men want to give orders to others, but will
not help (just talk and order), as in Matt. 23:4, Luke
11:46. They enjoy walking around in their expensive
suits, trying to appear important. They accuse others
of being “independent thinkers,” but they don’t consider Phil. 2:12.
Read Isa. 55:7-9. They don’t have the thoughts of
God. When men gain control, it is through money.
Then they hire assistants who do their “dirty work”
such as preventing others to speak or express opinions contrary to them as seen in the Bible. Diotrephes
loved that way—to have preeminence (3 John 9-10).
These men preach a gospel of bondage. They promote a gospel of money and great prosperity, quoting Malachi 3:10. There are conflicts in their preaching. They want to keep their high standard of living.
Headquarters of the church is in heaven, with
Jesus the Head (Eph. 1:22; 4:15; 5:23; and Col. 1:18;
2:19—check that).
Doctrines Can Be Manipulated
Did the early church have a doctrinal committee?
Is it up to men as to what other men should believe?
The whole church came together in Acts 15—apostles, elders and the church-congregation. All the
members. Only one other place where doctrine was
discussed was Galatians 2:2-6.
During Paul’s ministry to the church at Corinth, the
men could speak, but in order.
1 Cor. 14:26. Verse 40, as to anything that would
edify. Understand there was no doctrinal committee.
The scriptures can be presented as to what the
speaker wants to present. Example: Jesus Christ said,
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” I
have heard sermons presenting “the Father did not
forsake Him” and also the opposite.
So just because a doctrinal committee says “This is
the official church stance” does not make it so every
member believes it.
Picking and Choosing
All the leaders of the churches want to push their
(and their gurus’) doctrines. However, they don’t
want you to really research that doctrine except what
they choose. They want you to use the reference
books that suit their ideas of what they want to push.
If you find the contrary, they will make an excuse as
“it is controversial; it is right to believe what we have
written because we are the ones God has chosen.”
It is a cover-up to protect their big incomes and
expense accounts. (Just as their guru did.)
Are you free indeed? (John 8:31). By knowing the
truth, you will be set free. Bondage limits anyone. We
are free from everything except the debt of love.
Avoiding Wrong Doctrine
1. Heresy is not going against or contradicting
what one man says. He may be wrong.
2. You cannot knock one scripture with another.
3. The Scriptures are inspired by God.
4. Tradition is not sacred.
5. Do not add nor detract from the Scriptures.
6. Men do not have authority over the
Scriptures, and they do not stand between the
Scriptures and other men, so do not allow
them to dictate what you should believe.
7. Here a little, there a little.
8. Beware of mistranslations and additions.

9. Italics in the KJV are words that have been
added.
And Do These
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Be open to God’s Spirit to guide you.
Ignore past teachings.
Be apart from the influence of anyone.
Pray for guidance.
Let God choose the subject.
Be on guard against imaginations and fantasies.
Write your studying down, making notes of
side issues and subjects.
8. Get the facts, ask questions:
a.nlWho—individuals
b.nlWhat—conditions
c.nlWhen—date
d.nlWhere—location, area, city
e.nlWhich—comparisons
f.nl Why—purpose, because
g.nlWherefore—conclusion(s)

9. If the Bible does not fit into your ideas, then
change. Admit you are wrong.
10. Remember, most church Bible studies and
courses are indoctrinations into their way of
thinking, but not God’s way of thinking. Just
because some man says something, that does
not make it a fact.
Church Government
This topic is radically misunderstood. A church
with a central governing body is a contrivance from
the Catholic Church. It was backed by the Roman
government at the behest of Caesar.
There was no earthly church government.
Congregations did not answer to the apostles and
elders in Jerusalem. They did look there for decisions
that they were not able to decide. An example is
found in Acts 15:1-6. They came together to consider
the matter.
All ideas were discussed. James (Jacob), being the
chairman or pastor of that congregation, gave a wise
decision. Verse 20 is his statement. Notice it pleased
all, including the whole congregation. This is never a
concern by a modern church hierarchy. They do not
consider what the people think, just what they the
top people want. It includes what the decision would
do to their income, not what is pleasing to God.
There is really no human in charge of the church.
“I will build My church.” Jesus Christ is the Head. He
is also the Head of every man (1 Cor. 11). Every man
should look to Him for guidance—letting Him be in
him. That is the real government of God.
There should be small decision-making groups in
each congregation, as to small functions there. There is
no expression such as “church government” in the
New Testament. Those offices in 1 Cor. 12 are for building and not for governing or for dictating (Matt. 23:8).
All are brethren. It is up to the individual as to
whether he will keep God’s word. Rank among people only breeds competition, politics and contempt. It
was the congregation that Peter told to seek out
seven men that the apostles would appoint.
It was the congregation that was instructed by Paul
to remove that sinning individual. This set a standard
as to how people should govern and remove offenders. (Not the local pastor, by secret means to his own
discretion and desires.) (This has been done with
many righteous people having been put out because
they did not agree with the top man.)
Wicked people were to be put away, for their
wickedness, not because of their disagreement.

Lawrence G. Mumme / 10003 W. Constellation Way / Tucson, AZ 85735
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Living Water
The Children of Israel saw all God’s miracles and wonders. The
plagues against Egypt. Death of the firstborn. A pillar of fire by
night lighting their way of escape, a thick cloud by day to keep
Pharaoh at bay. Parting of the Red Sea. Final demise of Pharaoh
and his army. Manna. God speaking from the mountain.
Yet, in spite of all these, the Israelites demanded a golden calf be
made and then claimed it was the deity that brought them out
from Egyptian slavery (Exodus 32:1-4, 8).
What was wrong with them? Insanity? Dumbness? Just plain stupid? God had the answer. They were stiff-necked (Exodus 32:9).
The Lord God turned out to be a real deity with real rules. That was
not expected. The Israelites wanted the benefit of a powerful, living God to get them out of slavery, but they wanted that god on
their terms. Doing things The Lord’s way was turning out to be too
much trouble.
God commented to Moses about the attitude of the Israelites: “O
that there were such an heart in them they would fear Me and
keep all My commandments always, that it might be well with
them, and with their children forever” (Deuteronomy 5:29).

He that believes on me, as scripture says, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water” (John 7:37-38).
The Messiah was not suggesting people should come to him so
they could die. However, that is what some people say is part of
the purpose for the Last Great Day. The LGD is about a beginning
not an ending, a beginning of spiritual life for the righteous of
God. Certainly that will be a great day when the acceptable of God
are converted into spiritual Beings and granted admittance into
God’s eternal family and His great, heavenly city of New Jerusalem.
Being wearied from his journey, Jesus sat at the edge of Jacob’s
well in Samaria. A woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus
asked her for a drink. She was surprised. She responded he was a
Jew, so how was it he spoke to her? (The Jews refused to have
dealings with Samaritans.)
Jesus answered her. “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is that
says to you: ‘Give me to drink,’ you would have asked from him
and he would have given you living water.”

The majority were giving God lip service. Did they think God would
not know?

The woman responded: “Sir, you have nothing to draw with, and
the well is deep. From whence then have you that living water? Are
you greater than our father, Jacob, which gave us the well, and
himself drank from it?”

Some individuals today are giving God lip service. Entire church
groups are giving God lip service. Out of one side of their mouth
they say God’s Law is ‘done away,’ and then from the other side
say they are following and worshiping God.

Jesus said back: “Whosoever drinks of this (well) water shall thirst
again. But, whosoever drinks of the water I shall give him shall
never thirst. The water I give shall be in them a well of water
springing up into everlasting life” (John 4:6-14).

A long time ago the prophet Jeremiah summed up this very condition. “My people know not the judgment of The Lord, (so then)
how are they able to say: ‘We are wise. The Law of The Lord is with
us,’ when, lo (they also say) ‘certainly, in vain, has He made it (the
Law)’?” (Jeremiah 8:7-9).

Living water is obtainable from Jesus for the asking. He said so in
the synagogue. He said so at Jacob’s well, because Jesus has direct
access to the supplying fountain. That fountain is the Father God
in Heaven (Jeremiah 2:13 / Revelation 22:1).

The commandments—the Law of God—are the key that unlocks
eternal life. “A good understanding have all they that do His commandments” it says in Psalm 111:10. If that is a true statement,
then gross errors in religious belief could have their root in commandment breaking.
Consider the annual feasts of The Lord. What purpose do God’s
annual feasts serve? Why have them? We can example the last of
the seven annual feasts, The Great Day.
Various ideas have been offered for the meaning and/or purpose for
the LGD Feast. One idea is the feast points to a future time when
the rest of the dead of humanity live again and are separated into
two groups. Those in one group become eternally alive while those
in the second group suffer eternal death in a Lake of Fire.
How gruesome! That is a completely wrong view of the meaning
for the Last Great Day Feast.
God does not have an annual, high Sabbath to commemorate
death. God will take no pleasure in the death of even one individual. He encourages the wicked to turn away from their wicked
ways so they might live.
“Why will you die?” He asked Old Israel through the prophet Ezekiel
(Ezekiel 18:32 / Ezekiel 33:11). That question continues to be valid.
Jesus stood up in the synagogue on the Great Day Feast. He cried
aloud, saying: “If any man thirst, let him come unto me and drink.

The apostle John recorded that he had seen a pure river of water
of life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God, and of
the Lamb (Revelation 22:1). Rivers of everlasting waters of life
obtainable from God and Jesus are commemorated by the Last
Great Day Feast. It shows eternal life, not eternal death.
As the End of The Age moves closer into view, only a fool jeopardizes their chance for obtaining life. No one said being a Christian
was going to be easy. The war is against principalities, powers, the
rulers of the darkness of this world, and spiritual wickedness in
high places. The ‘wolves’ are out there seeking those whom they
are able to devour with their foolishness.
Put on the whole armor of God: The helmet of salvation; The sword
of the Spirit which is the Word of God; Girt your loins about with
truth. Be ‘meet’ for the Master’s use (Ephesians 6:11-17).
God wants workmen and women who are not ashamed to come
before Him because they rightly divide the word of truth. Shun profane and vain religious babblings for they will increase to more
ungodliness and eventually eat one through as does a canker (2
Timothy 2:16).
The fear of The Lord is the beginning of wisdom concerning all
God’s feast times.

★ ★ ★
The annual feasts and their purposes are summarized in the free
booklet: The Biblical Annual Festivals. Request a copy.
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The Journal lists Feast sites for 2014
U.S. SITES
Arizona—Flagstaff: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.
Phoenix: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, Wynn
Skelton (903) 736-5999.
California—Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Squaw
Valley: Guardian Ministries, David
Antion, www.davidantion.com
Colorado—Steamboat Springs:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Clearwater: CGI and
Church of God In Miami, Bill Watson
(330) 225-0478, Church of God in
Miami (305) 752-5275. Destin:
Church of God Big Sandy, P.O. Box
690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
www.churchofgodbigsandy.com,
(800) 946-5545. Destin: CGI and
Common Faith Network, www.commonfaithnetwork.com. Melbourne:
Assembly of Yahweh, observance
date: Call for details John Rhodes,
(352) 509-7115 or (352) 209-5335,
Don Trumble, (352) 687-8160.
Panama City Beach: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Palm Beach
County: Florida Christian Church of
God, Neville Gilbert, jancgil@
aol.com, (561) 547-4952.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Hawaii—Lihue, Kauai: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Kentucky—Land Between The
Lakes: CGI, James Pollitte (606)
742-2222.
Maryland—Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Montana—Bigfork: UCG (restricted
site), http://feast.ucg.org.
New Jersey—Cape Liberty: Church
of God Downers Grove, Feast of
Tabernacles Cruise, Ken Svehla
mosaic2016@aol.com, (630)
968-6169.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
South Carolina—North Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.
com, (800) 946-5545.
Tennessee—Pigeon Forge: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Sevierville:
Great Lakes COG, rricker@glcg.net,
(906) 440-3414. Sevierville: The
Church of God Worldwide Ministries,
(865) 774-4600.
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545. New
Braunfels: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org. San Antonio: COG San
Antonio and COG Outreach
Ministries, Julian Cruz, jcruz132@
satx.rr.com, (210) 333-7229.
Wisconsin—Wisconsin Dells: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
NON-U.S. SITES
Australia—Merimbula, New
South Wales: UCG, Matthew Sieff,
matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-24388-3463. Rockingham,
Western Australia: UCG, Matt
Sieff, matt_sieff@ucg.org.au, +61-24388-3463. St. Helens,
Tasmania: UCG, Paul Vaughn, paulvaughan@ucg.org.au, +61-3-97460151. Sunshine Coast,

Queensland: UCG, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ucg.org.au.
Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck
Smith, freeportfot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991.
Brazil—Roraima: UCG, Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@ucg.org,
(513) 907-9774.
Canada—Canmore, Alberta: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kelowna,
British Columbia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Midland,
Ontario: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Prince Edward Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

France—La Grande Motte: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org/site/europefrance, Maryse Pebworth,
feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG, see
the web site at www.vkg.
org/fot.php.
Guatemala—Panajachel: UCG,
Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie, mario_
seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.
India—Jaipur: UCG, Ken Murray
aaaken@bigpond.com, +61-487408889.

These are the Feast of Tabernacles sites for 2014 THE JOURNAL was aware of at press time.
Information for the listing comes from Web sites and information sent directly to THE
JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other JOURNAL readers. ¶ Unless otherwise stated, each
listing represents an observance beginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 8, 2014, and continuing through Thursday, Oct. 16, 2014 (referred to as the Last Great Day, Great Last Day
or Eighth Day in the various Churches of God). ¶ This listing abbreviates Church of God
International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercontinental Church of God (ICG), Tyler; Living
Church of God (LCG), Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG), Arroyo Grande,
Calif.; United Church of God an International Association (UCG), Milford, Ohio; Church
of God Ministries International (CGMI); Church of God a Worldwide Association (CGWA);
and Restored Church of God (RCG). Note that some phone numbers refer to a church’s
headquarters in the United States rather than a local Feast contact. ¶ Attendance policies: Most of the Feast sites listed here have an open attendance policy; that is, visitors
are welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s understanding that some Church of God organizations allow Feastgoers to attend with them only by special permission. Therefore, if
you wish to attend one of those churches’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL recommends you first
contact the sponsoring church or its representative.

Chile—Olmue: UCG, Jaime Gallardo,
jgallardocasas@gmail.com, Mario
Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
(714) 533-9481.
Colombia—Cartagena: UCG, Scott
Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.org,
(704) 628-6383.
England—Torquay: UCG, see the
website at http://www.ucg.org.uk/
feastuk2014.html.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, Carmelo
Anastasi, carmelo_anastasi@feastinitaly.org.
Jamaica—Ocho Rios: UCG, Chuck
Smith, jamaicafot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991.
Kenya—Nakuru, Ogembo and
Nyanza Province (three sites):
UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.
Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG,

Gracious Mpilangwe, gracious_
mpilangwe@ucg.org, Victor Kubik,
vic@kubik.org.
Malaysia—Penang: UCG, Don or
Dawn Goodger, d.goodger@gotalk.
net.au, (613) 9436-1359.
Mexico—Puerto Vallarta: UCG,
Gabriel Garcia, vallarta@iduai.org,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.
org, (714) 533-9481.
Nigeria—JABU Resort of Arakeji
of Ondo State: UGC, Oludare
Akinbo, oludare_akinbo@ucg.org.
New Zealand—Nelson: UCG,
www.nelsonnz.com.
Philippines—Albuera, Leyte: UCG,
Jose Campos, campos_jt@yahoo.
com, +63-933-208-0625 or +63998-496-9171. Baguio City: UCG,
Rey Evasco, rey.evasco@gmail.com,
+63 (917) 814-7826, MCPO Box
4774, Makati City 1287, Philippines.
Davao City: UCG, Edmond
Macaraeg, ed_macaraeg@ucg.org,
+63-82-241-0150, PO Box 81840,
DCCPO 8000 Davao City, Philippines.
Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG,
Chuck Smith, stluciafot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991.
South Africa—Margate: UCG, Roy
Demont, roydemont@gmail.com.
Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
(507) 377-8151.
Thailand—Chiang Mai: Legacy
Institute, mail@legacyinstitute.org.
Trinidad & Tobago—Crown Point:
UCG, Chuck Smith, tobagofot@
gmail.com, (754) 227-7991.
Zimbabwe—Victoria Falls: UCG,
Mike Mukarati, mikemuk@zol.co.zw.

Did the Apostles Baptize in the Name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?

D

id The Apostles Baptize in
the Name of the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit? Matthew 28:18-20 is certainly
plain. “Go therefore and make disciples of
all the nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.” Did the Apostles follow this
instruction?
Of particular note is the baptism of
some believers in Ephesus by Paul.
Acts 19:1-6 tells of some students of
Apollos, who had been baptized in the
name of John the Baptist. Paul evidently noticed something about them
that made him wonder if they had
received the holy spirit. They had not
even heard of the spirit. They were
then quickly baptized “in the name of the
Lord Jesus” (Act 19:5).
It seems that since the holy spirit
was a central focus in this account, if
Paul were baptizing in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, the Holy
Spirit would have at least been men-

tioned here. It is not connected with
the baptism.
Peter, when admonishing the crowd
on Pentecost, exhorted them to be baptized only in the name of Jesus Christ
(Acts 2:38). The baptisms of Philip in
Acts 8:12-17 also indicate that he baptized only in the name of the Lord Jesus
(vs. 16). Peter again, when baptizing Cornelius, baptized him only in the name
of the Lord (Acts 10:48).
When Paul was baptized, he was
exhorted only to call on the name of the
Lord (Acts 22:16; see also Acts 9:17-18).
Paul also mentions baptism to the
Romans, but mentions only the connection with Jesus Christ (Rom 6:3).
A similar thought occurs in Galatians 3:27. The context of I Corinthians
1:13 indicates baptism involves only our
Savior.
The holy spirit is definitely associated
with baptism, but the text of Matthew
28:19 didn’t seem to have a very profound
effect on the practice of those who bap-

tized in the New Testament church.
There are also other scriptures that,
while not mentioning baptism directly,
run contrary to the injunction of
Matthew 28:19. “. . . For there is no other
name under heaven, given among men by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
“Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus . . .” (Col 3:17).
“No one comes to the Father except through
Me” (John 14:6b).
The record of history casts doubt on
the authenticity of Matthew 28:19.
There are a number of early documents
that reference this scripture.
Most of the very early ones reflect
the conduct of the Apostles as examined above. Baptism was in the name
of the Lord Jesus only.
The lack of adherence or even mention on the part of the early church is
probably because Messiah never spoke
the words attributed to Him in
Matthew 28:19. He didn’t work on
magic formulas such as that found in

verse 19. In other words, God doesn’t
act because someone says the magic
words, but because of the heart, mind
and intent of the believer.
It is also in keeping with the mind of
God that facts are established on two
or three witnesses (Mat 18:16, II Cor
13:1, I Tim 5:19, Deu 19:5).
Thus, virtually everything that is
important instruction to believers is
repeated or reinforced somewhere
else. The Matthew 28:19 formula is
found only in this one verse.
This verse is the only indication one
is supposed to be baptized into some
name or authority other than that of
Jesus Christ. It won’t stand in the court
of heaven. All necessary authority was
His (Mat 28:18).
If the Apostles didn’t do it, why
would anyone else? Don’t wait for
someone ordained of men to look into
this for you. Develop your own relationship with the real head of the congregation of God by an in-depth study
of His word.
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The Two Leavened Wave Loaves:
Firstfruits unto the LORD
There is a belief that leaven pictures sin; therefore the Two Wave Loaves
Of Leviticus 23 have sin and cannot picture the Bride. Is this true?
hen looking at the subject of the Leavened Loaves [with
the premise that the waving of the Two Wave Loaves
(Firstfruits unto the LORD) pictures the resurrection of
the Firstfruits, the Bride], I consider the following scriptures:
Rev 14:1-5: And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount
Zion, and with Him a hundred forty-four thousand having His
Father’s name written in their foreheads . . . These are they that
were not defiled with women for they are virgins. These are
they that follow the Lamb whithersoever HE goes. These were
purchased from among men, the Firstfruits unto GOD and to
the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile; for they are
without fault before the throne of GOD.
Rev 19:6-9: And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude and as the voice of many waters and as the voice of
mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the LORD GOD omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give honor to Him;
for the marriage of the Lamb is come and His Wife has made
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and shining; for the fine linen is
the righteousness of saints. And he said to me, “Write,
Blessed are they that are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of GOD.”
Ephesians 5:25-27: Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for it that HE might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word: that HE might present it to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish.
The Bride is arrayed in fine linen, clean and shining! And she
is a virgin, spiritually speaking, and without fault, through the
sacrifice of Christ and the indwelling of GOD’s Holy Spirit! She
hears the Shepherd’s Voice and follows Him! So I believe that
leaven cannot picture sin in Leviticus 23:17. I consider the following scriptures:
Matt 13:33: Another parable HE spoke unto them, “The
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven that a woman
took and hid in three measures of meal till the whole
was leavened.”
Luke 13:20-21: And again HE said, “Whereunto shall I
liken the Kingdom of GOD? It is like leaven that a
woman took and hid in three measures of meal till the
whole was leavened.”
Matt 16:6-12: Then Jesus said unto them, “Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees . . . How is it that you do not understand that I
spoke not to you concerning bread that you should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?” Then they understood how that HE bade not
beware of the leaven of bread: but beware of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
Matthew 13:33 and Luke 13:20-21 picture leavening as a
positive force: the Power of GOD’s Holy Spirit. And Matthew
16:6-12 shows that Jesus bade them not to beware of the leaven of bread but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Continuing on:
Lev 2:11-12: “No meal offering that you shall bring
unto the LORD shall be made with leaven: for you shall
burn no leaven or any honey in any Offering of the
LORD Made by Fire. As for the Oblation/Offering of the
Firstfruits, you shall offer them unto the LORD; but they
shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savor.”
Lev 7:11-13: “This is the Law of the Sacrifice of Peace
Offerings which he shall offer unto the LORD. If he offer it
for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the Sacrifice
of Thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil and
unleavened wafers anointed with oil and cakes mingled
with oil, of fine flour, fried. Besides the cakes, he shall
offer his offering leavened bread with the Sacrifice
of Thanksgiving of his Peace Offerings.”
The Two Wave Loaves are not to be burned, for you are not
to burn leaven; and an Offering of Firstfruits can contain leaven, for it is not to be burned. Part of the Law of the Sacrifice of
Peace Offerings was that leavened bread was to be offered with
the Sacrifice of Thanksgiving; there is no indication in these
verses that leavened bread is picturing sin. Is one to offer sin in
their offering? The sacrificial animals are to be without blemish
(Lev 1:3, 10, etc.), doesn’t that apply to the rest of the offering?
If leaven pictured sin, wouldn’t these offerings be blemished?

W

(NOTE: Green’s Interlinear made an error when translating
“leavened” in Lev 7:13. They placed Strong’s number for unleavened over the Hebrew word chamets (leavened) and put
unleavened instead of leavened. This is easy to prove by simply
comparing the Hebrew characters in verse 13 with those in
verse 12 . . . they are different. Then compare the Hebrew characters in verse 13 with those in Lev 23:17 regarding the two
wave loaves, “they shall be baked with leaven” . . . the
characters are the same. King James and New King James translations, and Strong’s and Young’s concordances, all translate Lev
7:13 “leavened.” Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon supports this.)
I believe that leaven rarely pictures sin; the leavening process
can be used to picture sin (I Cor 4:6-19, 5:1-8); and the leavening process can actually be used to picture GOD’s Holy Spirit
working (Matt 13:33, Luke 13:20-21). There are only eight days
out of the year in which we are commanded to eat unleavened
bread; and during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, it is The Bread
of Affliction that is emphasized to eat: Deut 16:3, “You shall eat
no leavened bread with it [a passover sacrifice]. Seven days you
shall eat unleavened bread therewith, The Bread of
Affliction, for you came forth out of the land of Egypt in haste,
that you shall Remember the Day You Came Forth out of
the land of Egypt all the days of your life.”
Ex 23:18 and 34:25 say, “You shall not offer the blood
of My sacrifice with leavened bread/leaven.” I believe
this is speaking of the Feast of Unleavened Bread [Feast of the
Passover] that begins on the fifteenth day of the first month (Lev
23:6) detailed in Deut 6:1-8. This passover sacrifice is different
from the LORD’s Passover that was killed at twilight (between
the two evening times) at the beginning of the fourteenth day
of the first month (Lev 23:5). This passover was sacrificed, Deut
16:6, “at even (sunset), at the season (appointed time) that you
came forth out of Egypt.” Num 33:3, “And they departed from
Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first
month; on the morrow after the Passover the children of Israel
went out.” (There is a more detailed study, “The Passover of
Deuteronomy 16,” in the Feb. 28, 2003, issue of The Journal.)
Also, you can see in the above verse and the following verses that coming out of Egypt is stressed, out of the House
of Bondage, and thus out of Sin, out of the World:
Ex 3:3-4: And Moses said unto the people, “Remember this
Day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the House
of Bondage, for by strength of hand, the LORD brought
you out from there. There shall no leavened bread be eaten. This
day came you out in the month/new moon of the abib.”
Deut 4:35-37: Unto you it was shown that you might know
that the LORD, HE is GOD, none else is beside Him. Out of heaven,
HE made you to hear His voice that HE might instruct you; and
upon earth HE showed you His great fire, and you heard His
words out of the midst of the fire. And because HE loved your
fathers, therefore HE chose their seed after them and brought
you out in His sight with His mighty power out of Egypt.
Deut 5:6-7, 15: “I am the LORD your GOD who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, from the House of Bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me . . . And
remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt,
and the LORD your GOD brought you out thence through a
mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD
your GOD commanded you to keep the Sabbath Day.”
Heb 11:24-27: By faith, Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of GOD than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured
as seeing Him Who is invisible.
I continue to believe that the Two Wave Loaves picture the
Bride, the Firstfruits unto GOD and to the Lamb, and she is without sin; and the leaven is not picturing that she has had sin. As
the Sheaf/Omer of the Firstfruits/the Principal of Harvest was
waved on the Morrow of the Sabbath, during the Seven Days of
Unleavened Bread, to be accepted for the Children of Israel, so
Christ rose after His resurrection to be accepted for us on the
Morrow of the Sabbath (John 20:1-17-13). Similarly, Fifty Days
later, the Two Wave Loaves, the Firstfruits unto the LORD, are
waved (along with an Offering Made by Fire, a Sin Offering and
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a Sacrifice of Peace Offering) picturing the future raising-up of
the Bride of Christ.
Presently, I believe that the Firstfruit of Barley pictures Christ,
the First/Principal of the Firstfruit, the Firstborn of many
brethren; and that the Firstfruits of Wheat picture the Bride: that
Christ Jesus is the First Harvest (First of three spiritual harvests),
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread; and that the Bride is the
Second Harvest, on the Day of the Firstfruits/the Day of the
Fiftieth (Pentecost). The Fifty-Day Count unites the Bride with
the Groom! (Many believe that the 144,000, the Firstfruit unto
GOD and to the Lamb [Rev 14], are also the Bride):
Lev 23:15-21: “And you shall count unto you from the
Morrow after the Sabbath, from the Day that you
brought the Sheaf/Omer of the Wave Offering, Seven
Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the Morrow after
the Seventh Sabbath you shall number Fifty Days: and
you shall offer a New Meal Offering unto the LORD. You
shall bring out of your habitations Two Wave Loaves of
two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be
baked with leaven: the Firstfruit unto the LORD.
“And you shall offer with the Bread, seven lambs
without blemish of the first year and one young bullock
and two rams: they shall be a Burnt Offering unto the
LORD with their meal offering and their drink offerings:
an Offering Made by Fire, of sweet savor unto the LORD.
Then you shall sacrifice one hairy goat for a Sin
Offering and two lambs of the first year for a Sacrifice
of Peace Offerings: And the priest shall wave them with
the Bread of the Firstfruits, a Wave Offering before the
LORD with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD
for the Priest.
“And you shall proclaim on the selfsame day, it is a
holy convocation unto you: you shall do no servile
work: a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.”
Ex 34:22: “And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks,
of the Firstfruits of Wheat Harvest.”
(A NOTE: There is a better translation of Exodus 12:15 in Green’s
Interlinear Bible. Young’s Analytical Concordance shows that
“shall put away” is shabath, meaning: to cause to rest or keep
Sabbath, Strong’s number 7673, rest, interruption, cessation. The
emphasis appears to be on ceasing to cause or to make leaven
rather than putting it out. Rather than “even the first day you
shall put away leaven out of your houses,” The Interlinear
Bible by Green translates this verse, “Indeed, on the first day
you shall cease to cause leaven from your houses . . .”)
Again, I believe that leaven and the leavening process seldom
pictures sin. A leavened loaf of wheat is beautiful! Leavening/fermenting is a process that causes the product to be more
nutritious and have longer life! GOD has provided seven
weeks (spiritually speaking) for the Bride to reap and
gather fruit unto Eternal Life!
John 4:34-38: Jesus said unto them, “My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me and to finish His Work. Say
you not there are yet four months and comes harvest?
Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes and look on
the fields, for they are white already to harvest. And he
that is reaping receives wages and is gathering
fruit unto Life Eternal that both He that is sowing
and he that is reaping may rejoice together!
And herein is that saying true; one is sowing and
another is reaping. I sent you to reap that whereon you
bestowed no labor. Others labored and you are entered
into Their labors!” (John 5:17: Jesus answered them, “My
Father works hitherto, and I work.” John 15:1: “I Am the
True Vine and My Father is the Husbandman.”)
At the 2006 Feast of Tabernacles, during a discussion of the
2006 aviv search, I asked, “Was anyone harvesting the barley?”
Brian thought a moment and answered, “Sheep.”
Psalm 79:9, 13: Help us, O GOD of our Salvation, for the glory
of Thy name; and deliver us and purge away our sins for Thy
name’s sake . . . So we, Thy People and Sheep of Thy
Pasture, will give Thee thanks forever; we will show forth Thy
praise to all generations!
—G. Joan Henderson
Edmonds, WA
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the
great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5; Matthew 17:10-11).

I

By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley
Church of God, Faithful Flock

t is so utterly tragic that the Warning Scriptures above
are ignored as meaningless to most of the membership.
This is due primarily to their leaders who are off-track
from the true teachings and their rejection of the endtime Elijah and the Warning Messages given through him
by Jesus Christ of what is now being seen as the impending
destruction of the House of Joseph.
History Repeating Itself—When looking closely at
what took place in Jerusalem in 66-70 A.D., one can clearly
see a direct parallel with what is being witnessed in phenomenon UNPARALLELED in our time in heavenly signs; such as:
lightning striking twice the dome of St. Peters, a meteor
striking Russia—both taking place five days apart in February
2013! Also record-breaking acts in nature: devastating tornadoes, record-breaking floods, drought, snowfall, etc.
A Four-Year Warning—The duality of the warnings
that began being given by God in 66 A.D. was four years
before the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. Based on the
many major unsolvable and accelerating problems facing the
House of Joseph, it would appear there will be little more
than four years, if any, before destruction also befalls the
House of Joseph.
The Day of Pentecost—This Holy Day, observed in
Jerusalem in 69 A.D., played a very significant role for it was
on this Day the final warning came from God to the Jewish
people of the impending destruction of their city.
Ancient History in Bible Light, Page 261, Miller: “Again on
the night of the last Pentecost ever celebrated in the
Sanctuary “as the priests were going by night, as their custom was, to perform their sacred ministrations, they said
that, in the first place, they felt a quaking, and heard a sound
as of a great multitude, saying, ‘Let us remove hence.’
“Josephus adds: ‘But these men interpreted some of these
signals [the beginning of the heavenly signs occurred in 66 A.D.] to
their own pleasure, and some of them they utterly despised,
until their madness was demonstrated, both by the taking of
their city and their own destruction.”
Historical writings reveal the destruction began taking
place on the night of the Passover in 70 A.D.—134 days later
Jerusalem was conquered by the Romans and the Temple of
God was burned to the ground.
Is History Repeating Itself?—Page 262: “The Escape of
the Christians” . . . “Some time before the siege, following the
warning in Luke 21:20-22, they withdrew to Pella, beyond
the Jordan, led by Symeon . . .”
As it was with the Jews in Jerusalem who dismissed these
heavenly warning SIGNS, so it is with present-day society
who have moved on, leaving behind them what they have
already witnessed with no serious contemplation.
Thus it will come to pass just as Jesus Christ said: “. . . It
will come as a snare on all those who dwell on the face
of the whole earth” (Luke 21:35).
Church Members Sleeping—The Church Era of the
Laodiceans, due to their self-righteousness, is slumbering in
sleep believing they are self-sufficient and in need of nothing! Matthew 25:1-13; Revelation 3:17.
The Philadelphian Era MUST learn from the past along
with the present, otherwise there could be a most horrible
and terrible price to pay with the cost of the crown of life
and kingship (Revelation 3:10-13). The Apostle Paul wrote a
warning for each of God’s people:
“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high
time TO AWAKE OUT OF SLEEP; for now our salvation is
nearer than when we first believed. The night is far
spent, the day is at hand. Therefore cast off the
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of
light” (Romans 13:11-12; Ephesians 6:10-18).

The Day of the Lord—Based on the miraculous heavenly signs in Jerusalem in 70 A.D., and with prophetic
Scriptures in mind, undoubtedly there will be other heavenly visible SIGNS, as a type and forerunner of the very endtime pointing to the rapidly approaching closeness of the
Great Tribulation; and the return of Jesus Christ.
Whether, or not—there are all of the other SIGNS connecting with prophecy that reveal how close we are to the
end by the increasing gripping drought leading us into the
famine, disease epidemics, nuclear warfare, and the
Great Tribulation! A time so terribly bad as never before
witnessed or ever will be again (Matthew 24:21; Daniel 12:1).
Are There Few to Be Saved?—Thinking about their
own salvation and others, the disciples asked if only a very
few would end up being saved. The answer Jesus Christ gave
to His disciples should be of great concern met with soberness and soul searching:
Then one said to Him, “Lord, are there FEW who
are (to be) SAVED?” And He said to them, “Strive (Grk:
struggle, literally agonize as in agony) to ENTER through the
narrow gate, for MANY, I say to you, will SEEK TO
ENTER and will NOT be able . . .” (Luke
13:23-28).
Grave Warnings—There are many
grave warnings in Scripture of God’s people possibly being deceived and led astray
by false teachers with their erroneous
teachings. Members should always be vigilant and on guard knowing to follow
them will lead into the Great
Tribulation with possible loss of eternal
life as warned by Jesus Christ:
“Beware of false prophets (ministers), who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but INWARDLY they are ravenous wolves . . . [further] Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’
shall ENTER the kingdom of heaven,
BUT he who does the will of My
Father in heaven . . .” (Matthew 7:15, 21-29).
To be under the protective caring love of Jesus Christ
from all that we will soon be experiencing, we MUST be
watching vigilantly, praying always seeking a closeness with
our wonderful Father and Jesus Christ so as to be graced
with His loving protective care and ultimately be able to
stand before His glorious presence when He returns (Luke
21:36). Nothing else really matters.
Heavenly Signs—Realizing the heavenly signs are
already being seen as forerunners of the fullness of the Day
of the Lord, no one will be able to say they were not warned
over many years by God’s late apostle when the fullness of
these things come to pass:
“Now WHEN these things ‘BEGIN TO HAPPEN,’ LOOK UP
and Lift Up Your Heads, BECAUSE your redemption
draws near” (Luke 21:25-28).
Surely everyone who watches the news media cannot help
but realize how bad off this nation really is, including England
and the other nations of Israel; so utterly bad off, there is no
solution other than repentance and turning to God.
The House of Joseph is now on the very precipice of terrible problems soon to surface as never before witnessed by
this generation—that will spell their end as nations—along
with the deaths of many of the members of God’s Church!
The Gospel/The Ezekiel Warning—In the little time
left there is yet God’s Work to be completed—a real loving
and caring responsibility of taking His true gospel to the world
as a witness and food for God’s scattered people along with the
Ezekiel Warning Message (Matthew 24:14; Ezekiel 33:1-11).
Should YOU not be in the faithful Church Jesus Christ is

using in this end-time to support His Work via of the
Recorded Works of His late apostle on our websites?
(Revelation 3:7-13; Matthew 24:45-47).
Please know by making the needed move could save oneself from experiencing the Great Tribulation and the possible loss of life! A coming time so utterly sad there will only
be a few who will have heeded the WARNINGS, the majority
won’t, as God’s prophet makes known:
The Duality of Scripture—“Also I set WATCHMEN
over you, saying, ‘Listen to the sound of the
Trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will NOT listen’ ”
(Jeremiah 6:17).
As to Why—“. . . You have forsaken the LORD your
God and the FEAR of Me is NOT in you,” says the LORD
God of hosts (Jeremiah 2:19).
Faithful Flock—This small Church is being used by
Jesus Christ as A CONDUIT OR INSTRUMENT to make all of
those RECORDED WORKS of God’s late apostle available,
which are even more timely and revealing now than they
were then.
Most sincerely and lovingly I ask: Where will you and I
be when disaster suddenly springs upon the Church
and Israel as a snare? Unless we are VIGILANTLY
watching, praying and enduring faithfully, while
CLINGING to the TRUTH once delivered to the
saints and restored by God’s promised Elijah, we
could be caught up in it and our cry to God
would then be too late (Malachi 4:4-6; Jude 3-4;
Luke 21:34-36; Revelation 3:8, 10). We MUST be
preparing ourselves SPIRITUALLY while there is
yet remaining some daylight.
The MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Jesus Christ
led His apostle and the promised Elijah—His
teacher—to write the last book of his life, THE
MYSTERY OF THE AGES, to be A REMINDER of all of
the doctrinal teachings Christ RESTORED within His
Church through him. By the use of this original
unedited book (ISBN 0-396-08773-6) with the
Holy Bible, His people should be enabled to recognize the strong deception that is now on His Church by
Satan the devil and keep themselves away from it.
The Philadelphia Remnant—To be kept informed
from a Biblical perspective the meaning of the continued
record breaking disasters in the nations of Israel and
other major problems that are now coming closer together
we offer freely a subscription to our magazine. It can also be
read on our website (www.cog-ff.com).
The Ten Commandments Book—This fairly new book
continues to support what Jesus Christ used His Promised
Elijah of the End-time to restore: the Ten Commandments,
Statutes and Judgments, along with the original Doctrinal
Teachings (Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).
The Three Elijahs—The book of The Three Elijahs
can be read on our website (www.cog-ff.com) or downloaded from it. This book makes known how these Three
Men were used by God to perform basically the same
responsibilities and for the same reasons.
God had ample reason for these three men to have the
same name as Elijah. And though John and Mr. Armstrong
had their own names, they were “. . . to go forth before
Him (Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of Elijah”
(Luke 1:16-17). The identity of the end-time Elijah is established with Biblical proof and by his fruits.
The quotes and pictures above are for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this
publication belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Advanced Thinking
Part 1
t has been said that we use only 10% of our
Iproper
brains. This may only mean we are lazy, lack
education or need help to work closer to
maximum. Since the whole brain is always active. Even while sleeping the brain is constantly controlling automatic functions of the body.
And when dreaming it creates the scenario
of the dream like a movie producer with cast
and props. The conscious mind may not even
be aware of what occurred in dreams just
hours earlier.
The conscious mind has been likened to the
tip of an iceberg that shows above water. While
the vast majority, the subconscious, is submerged below. The conscious mind resembles
the president of a company aware only of what
the rest of the company presents to him, what
tasks are ready to be acted on, needing only his
approval to be implemented, which decision to
make. He really seems to do so little in comparison. A mechanical analogy is a person
using a black box or device like a TV using the
buttons and knobs on it, while he himself may
know little about how it really works inside.

Ray Kurzweil’s book (2012)
How to Create a Mind—the Secret of Human Thought Revealed: He believes humans
can reverse engineer the human mind and create artificial intelligence equal to humans’, and
even better. He has invented many brain
enhancing methods and devices. Though for
his book he used the word mind to convey
more than just the physical brain, to imply such
things as consciousness can be created, and
that on the highest level as humans, or higher.
Not just as animals that may only slightly be
aware of the real world and themselves.
Our bodies and brains are machines, biological ones, so they could be copied and replicated for our own purposes, or enhanced.
James Watson—“The brain is the last and
grandest biological frontier, the most complex
thing we have yet discovered in our universe
. . . it contains hundreds of billions of cells
interlinked through trillions of connections.
The brain boggles the mind.”
Kurzweil agrees about the first part, but
believes there are patterns, particularly massively redundant ones so the brain has less complexity and is easier to replicate in machines.
“Our memories are stored as sequences of
patterns.” Memories are sequential in order, so
we remember things in the order they
appeared. We can easily recite the alphabet in
order, but the reverse is much harder.
“Predicting the future is actually the primary
reason that we have a brain.” Everything happens simultaneously in the brain, so there is no
beginning nor end of its processes.
When dreaming, we can think outside the box
of the norms we otherwise live by. So going over
a problem we have before going to sleep can be
worked on subconsciously apart from our conventional way of thinking. In the same way a difficult choice we have to make can be solved
overnight. If we present the problem and go over
the options briefly before going to sleep, we may
gain fresh incite to solving it by the subconscious
mulling over possible solutions overnight.
While the basic unit of the brain is the neuron
or nerve cell, Kurzweil believes the pattern recognizer unit has about 100 neurons. “The wiring
and synaptic strengths within each unit are relatively stable and determined genetically . . .
Learning takes place in the creation of connections between these units, not within them, and
probably in the synaptic strengths of those internal unit connections.” The gaps between neurons
or synapses are where chemicals are exchanged.
Most people used to believe thinking was
like a mass of spaghetti with no real structure.
But Van Wedeen used magnetic resonance imaging on the brain to find that thinking is more
like a cube with pathways running in 3 perpendicular directions. Quite similar to computer
integrated circuits in blocks.
Our genes provide only 25 million bytes of
design information. Then we develop a
quadrillion connections based on them, connecting modules in our experiences.
We only see visible bands of light, not the
full spectrum of electromagnetism. We have
the illusion of seeing high-resolution images in
our eyes, though we really only have hints of
points of interest and hallucinate the rest. We
tend to see what we expect to see, much is
filled in by prior experience, and may not actually be in reality. This is illustrated in mind illusions or magic tricks.
Groups of optic nerves carry information in
12 channels about edges or contrasts, large
areas of uniform color, and backgrounds of fig-

ures of interest. The data is sparse, but we seem
to see in full. “This data reduction is what in the
AI (Artificial Intelligence) field we call sparse
coding.” Much of the info is ignored as not
needed and would take much time to process.
Human ears have been meticulously studied
finding 3000 frequency bands to which we
respond. This study led to means of removing
background noise from cell phones.
Inputs from the rest of the body of about hundreds of megabits per second, such as touch, lactic acid level in muscles and stomach acid levels
are processed through the brain stem and midbrain creating a map of the body’s present state.
Of which we are scarcely aware of consciously.
Hundreds of millions of pattern recognizers
talk to the thalamus. Long term damage to the
thalamus can lead to a coma. The famous case
of Karen Ann Quinlan showed this. She had a
heart attack leaving her in a vegetative state.
After death an autopsy revealed her brain fine,
but thalamus destroyed. It can help us follow a
list stored in the brain’s memory, up to 2 in
each hemisphere or 4 total. Debate still goes on
as to which is in charge, the brain or thalamus.
Both together are needed.
The hippocampus resembles a sea horse. It
serves to remember novel events not recognized by the brain. Artificial hippocampuses
were inserted in rats to find that rats could
remember or not depending on if the devices
were turned on or off. When the device was
added to the natural one, ability to remember
was enhanced. “The hippocampus is one of the
first regions damaged by Alzheimer’s, so one
goal of this research is to develop a neural
implant for humans that mitigate this first phase
of damage from the disease.” [Another goal is
to enhance humans. It is easier and better to
prevent the condition than ‘cure’ this way.]
Gambling can release dopamine in the brain
for a pleasurable sensation. But this, like other
addictive behaviors, tends to gradually decline.
The highs become less, so more risks are taken.
The ‘old’ brain contains the thalamus, brain
stem and hippocampus. “The old brain tries to
set the agenda with its control of pleasure and
fear experiences, whereas the new brain is continually trying to understand the relatively
primitive” reasoning of the old brain and to set
its own agenda.

Creativity generation
“The problem is never how to get new, innovative thoughts into your mind, but how to get
old ones out. Every mind is a building filled
with archaic furniture. Clean out a corner of
your mind and creativity will instantly fill
it.”—Dee Hock
“Creativity can solve almost any problem.
The creative act, the defeat of habit by originality, overcomes everything.”—George Lois
About 300 million pattern recognizers are
finding and “defining a pattern and giving it a
name, which in the case of the [brain] pattern
recognition modules is simply the axon emerging from the pattern recognizer that will fire
when that pattern is found. That symbol in turn
then becomes part of another pattern. Each one
of these patterns is essentially a metaphor. The
recognizers can fire up to 100 times a second,
so we have the potential of recognizing up to
30 billion metaphors a second.”
The computer program called Deep Blue
defeated the human chess champ Garry
Kasparov. Many people claimed this was not
surprising, and the computer did not really
understand chess. So the test of whether a computer could act human was still highly debated.
One method of enhancing a human mind is
by other humans helping. Also by linking with
various computers or information on the
Internet. The computer program called Watson
defeated human Jeopardy! experts by reading
the Web within 3 seconds and coming up with
the right answers (stated as questions). Despite
the difficulty of “understanding the vagaries
and subtleties inherent in much of the Jeopardy! answers.”
You can ask at WolframAlpha.com complicated math questions like how many prime
numbers are under a million. Alpha will compute the answers instead of looking them up,
and can provide the equations used. For less
mathematical answers it may not be accurate,
but is continually ‘learning’ and getting better,
up to 90% accuracy so far. Watson was only
80% accurate when it defeated top humans.
Conflicting thoughts and ideas
Critical thinking modules in machines can
continually scan to see if all existing patterns
are not in conflict. “We have no such facility in
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our biological brains, which is why people can
hold completely inconsistent thoughts with
equanimity.” [Of course, even consistent
thoughts can be wrong.]
Animals and insects acting on instinct can
build some of what they need without seeing
that from others, as a bird builds a nest, or a
spider a web. So genetics can store information, and quite a lot.
Dragon Naturally Speaking by Kurzweil
and others identifies what human speakers are
saying, even accents and dialects. [But
machines are not trusted completely to get key
translations right yet.]
Some cars automatically parallel park.
Driverless cars are already lawful on public roads
in Nevada with some restrictions. Likely widespread use by the public will be lawful throughout the world in the next decade. Much of our
driving is done automatically by the subconscious, close to all of it. So if we are consciously
thinking of a particular idea, we may be oblivious of driving until we reach our destination.
About 1940 computers were analog represented by voltages that tended to vary slightly
and with just a few computations the numbers
became meaningless. Similar to recorded
music when analog machines made copies, and
each copy had more noise and was further from
the original.
On the other hand, digital computers seemed
doomed since they required communication at
every level which tended to degrade the accuracy. But Claude Shannon found out how to
obtain accuracy using such a flawed system,
unless the error rate is 50%, in which case only
noise is transmitted. If you had at least 51%, you
could obtain any rate of accuracy. The answer
was redundancy. If you transmit a bit 3 times
and take the majority it is likely to be correct.
Phones used to be analog with hisses and
pops, but could transmit digital data without
distortion if using Shannon’s noisy channel
theorem. Now CDs, DVDs and program disks
are reliable even if dropped or scratched by
using redundancy.
John von Neumann wrote “In mathematics
you don’t understand things. You just get used
to them.” About 1956 he wrote concerning the
similarities and differences of human brains
and computers. The output of neurons was digital, they fired just on or off. But the connections between neurons was analog, so a number of these firing at once would trigger the pattern recognizer, like a weighted sum finally
making it fire.
Kurzweil claims von Neumann was very
accurate, particularly since at his time neuroscience was primitive. But disagrees with his
assessment that the human brain has the capacity to record all information for an entire life
time. [Though some humans do seem to remember everything that they once knew—total
recall. This condition is very rare.]
A 3rd baseman catching a hit ball decides in
a brief instant whether to throw to 2nd base or
1st in just 3-4 neural cycles. This decision-making ability derives from having 100 billion neurons processing information simultaneously.
It was von Neumann, quoted posthumously
in 1958 after his death, who stated that the singularity when humans affairs is overtaken by
technology will be soon. Kurzweil popularized
this and by extrapolating from graphs of technology predicted 1945 as the year humans will
be overtaken by artificial intelligence.
Von Neumann described the human brain as
massively parallel. Today’s digital circuits are
more than 10 million times faster. “Conversely,
all 300 million of the brain’s pattern recognizers process simultaneously, and all quadrillion
of its interneuron connections are potentially
computing at the same time . . . With the brain
running at about 100 cycles per second, that
comes to 300,000 calculations per second per
pattern recognizer.” To match the brain, computers will need to make 10 to the 14th or 100
trillion calculations per second. Already, ordinary desktop machines can process at 10,000
times less fast. The world’s fastest of Japan’s K
Computer is already faster at 10 to the 16th cps.

Consciousness in machines?
Will future machines become so smart they
have the consciousness of a human or better?
Kurzweil quotes Samuel Butler in 1871 noting that even the Venus fly trap plant seems to
have a kind of consciousness for trapping edible insects only. While rejecting anything else
(though it may first capture it, but let it go in
about 12 hours). [See Wikipedia for the action.
While the exact mechanism for closure and
opening is still not understood fully, a live in-
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sect as opposed to a stick or rain drop will
twitch to trigger a second response to keep the
trap closed for digestion. So the plant appears
less conscious than at first glance. Though still
quite remarkable!]
Colin McGinn wrote that the idea of “consciousness can reduce even the most fastidious
thinker to blabbering incoherence. The reason
for this is that people often have unexamined
and inconsistent views on exactly what the term
means.” Is a dog or a baby unconscious since
they cannot describe their thinking process?
“One view is that philosophy is a kind of
halfway house for questions that have not yet
yielded to the scientific method.” Philosopher
John Searle thought we should be able to copy
the human brain since it is a machine, a biological one, and replicate its processes using a
mechanical one. So consciousness could arise
in the latter?
David Chalmers points out that the problem
could be that consciousness does not exist in
the physical world, but a separate realm or
dimension.
Kurzweil believes dogs are conscious but
less than humans. Ants less than dogs, but the
ant colony does act as if it has higher consciousness than a dog. A machine emulating
the human brain might develop its equivalent
consciousness.
We could say that the human mind has free
will and identity. “The assertion that these issues
are philosophical is itself not self-evident. [But]
I maintain that these questions can never be
fully resolved through science. . . . Indeed, ‘spirit’ itself is often used to denote consciousness.”
Stuart Hameroff showed that microtubules in
every cell, particularly neurons, show information processing. But he seemed to go too far and
attribute consciousness to them. He noted that a
person under anesthesia loses consciousness.
But he failed to notice that many people under it
for surgery will remember what the surgeons
said while operating, estimated at 40,000 times
a year. Actually “consciousness and memory are
completely different concepts . . . if I think back
on my moment-to-moment experiences over the
past day, I have had a vast number of sensory
impressions, yet I remember very few of them.”
Kurzweil believes a nonbiological entity will
appear to be conscious first in 2029 and this will
become routine in the 2030s. We already tend to
deem some fictional machines humanlike, as
R2D2 in Star Wars, David and Teddy in A.I.,
Data in Star Trek: the Next Generation, the T800 or good Terminator and Sonny in I, Robot.
“The question as to whether or not an entity
is conscious is therefore not a scientific one.
Based on this, some observers go on to question whether consciousness itself has any basis
in reality . . . the idea of consciousness underlies our moral system, and our legal system in
turn is loosely built on those moral beliefs.”
A few days old embryo of a human does not
seem to be conscious, having proper emotional
responses. Only developing consciousness later.

Do we really have free will?
We have foresight to plan ahead and steer
our personal events to obtain goals we think
are beneficial for us.
Of 49 children who had half their brains
removed for health reasons, 1 of 2 hemispheres, they were found later to be normal.
Also a girl born without one half had almost
perfect vision in one eye, so one half compensated for the missing half. We each seem to
operate on two brains. Does each half have its
own consciousness? Apparently yes.
Split-brain patients have both hemispheres
but the corpus callosum connection of 250 million axons connecting both halves is disconnected. These people can act normal, as two
separate individuals can act in concert as one at
times. Though split-brain people may experience trouble, not realizing where some of their
information is coming from, and thus make up
stories about how this happened.
A study of brain signals showed that the
motor cortex or area for carrying out a response
was preparing to perform a task a third of a second before the person was actually aware the
decision was made. So it appeared that consciousness was out of the loop. The automatic
response system that tells muscles what to do
was acting before we were aware of the need.
Like a company president, we are given credit
for the action later.
Free will seems to demand conscious decision making. Though the most amount of
thinking is done unconsciously. If a person
thinks evil thoughts only subconsciously, he is
not considered evil, unless he carries them out
consciously. Similar to doing evil things while
dreaming. If we had no free will, all our actions
would be determined by our genes and outside
forces. Society depends on the idea of free will,
and we are responsible for our actions.
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Close to human brain
replication
Suppose in the future someone copies your
mind to make another you, a clone. Would the
clone and you be the same? No, they are like identical twins that become unique by experience, separate individuals. Though if you were about to die
and transferred your mind to another better body,
perhaps very much like the one you had in your
youth, would the new ‘person’ be you?
Today, a person can receive a neural implant
for Parkinson’s disease or a cochlear implant
for the deaf. The computerized device is put
inside the body, but outside the brain. The
cochlear implant is connected to the auditory
nerve of the brain.
Perhaps in the 2030s, there will be computerized devices the size of white blood cells and be
introduced into the body without surgery.
Ordinary white blood cells already identify and
attack foreign cells. Future artificial versions
could get rid of cancer or diseases. Already,
nanobots are used to cure diabetes in animals.
If you opt to have additional artificial
devices, will you still be you? That seems to be
the case. You will still be you, as the Parkinson’s
patient with neural implant. [But will these
devices alter our thinking badly?] Naturally, we
undergo replacement of all cells of our body on
a routine basis. “You just replaced 100 million
of them in the course of reading the last sentence.” Types of cells vary in their turnover,
some take seconds, other weeks or months to
live and die. Yet you are always you. We maintain the same image. [Kurzweil wants us to
believe if we use artificial parts for our natural
body parts we will remain the same person.]
Is the singularity near? Artificial pancreases
already exist. Half way through the Human
Genome Project to map human DNA in 15
years, it was only 1% finished. But despite that,
and critics claiming it could not be done or
would take a very long time, it was completed
in 7 more years.
The project to reverse engineer the human
brain is proceeding in similar fashion. Noninvasive means now exist to study nerve connections and firings in real time.
Kurzweil shows many graphs implying the
singularity when computing machines will surpass human intelligence will be in 2045 following Moore’s law. Decades before Gordon Moore
was even born, the US census in 1890 was automated using electromechanical calculations.
Starting the accelerated growth rate seen in modern progress—slow to begin, then ever faster.
Kurzweil cites several indications of accelerated growth as “Cooper’s law states that the
total bit capacity of wireless communications in
a given amount of radio spectrum doubles every
30 months, has held true from the time Marconi
used the wireless telegraph for Morse code
transmissions in 1897, to today’s 4G communications technologies.”
Cell phones do much more than provide
phone service. They can have a camera, apps or
a location finder (GPS). The computing power
of cell phones now is greater than in the past
when it took a machine the size of a house to
compute similarly.
Downside of transhumanism
Wikipedia claims Kurzweil is a transhumanist
because of what he advocates in books, lectures
and writings, as well as his work to enhance the
human mind or body with artificial parts.
Recall that he did call his translation program
Dragon. He wrote most entirely on the advantages and not the disadvantages of replacing
human parts with machine ones. He briefly mentions an artificial heart, at least for temporary use
until one can be obtained from a donor. Not stating how bad those who received them felt.
Anticoagulants had to be added to the blood to
prevent blood clots. The human body’s immune
system rejects foreign matter so drugs are used to
keep that from happening with implants—even
life long taking of these drugs. Early mechanical
hearts were so cold and machine-like that the
human mind wanted to reject them. The artificial
heart pumped blood at the same rate no matter
what the situation. Infections, strokes, despondency and disorientation resulted.
Some people survive childhood though they
have hydrocephalus. Their brains being just a
thin layer while the rest of the cranium is filled
with cerebral spinal fluid. Despite the lack of
brain matter, they may act normal, even have a
high IQ. So humans must have a nonphysical
component to aid thinking. We are more than
just physical creatures.

TransEvolution by Daniel
Estulin (2014)
He starts with mostly economic matters then
informs about transhumanism. Familiar with the
Bilderberg Group, he foresees a bleak near future
as early as 2015 of the elite having iron rule over
the masses. The One World Company bankrupts
governments to do its bidding. Several top secret
studies in the US and UK predicted in the next 25
years the super rich will face threats from the
masses due to the growing gap between them, so
extreme surveillance measures will be implemented to watch them and arrest if needed.
[See Quit Watching Us video online. Other
whistleblowers than Snowden have risked their
jobs to tell the truth publicly of US government
surveillance of US citizens. Recently in the
news, the CIA was found to have spied on the
congressional committee that was investigating
it for such practices on the US populace.]
Tavistock aided Hitler to power, and now
tries to engineer future shocks for psychological
warfare so the population is under multiple
threats as terrorism. Adults accept a lower moral
standard, acting more like children, and the kids
see the infantile fantasies of their parents so
their parents lose control.
The elite perpetration of the 911 attacks is just
the prelude of what they have planned ahead.
The corporate empire is run by central banks
directed by international bankers. The Club of
Rome is led by people as David Rockefeller and
Gorbachev. In 1972 it published the report Limits
of Growth. “In search for a new enemy to unite
us, we came up with the idea that pollution, the
threat of global warming, water shortages, famine and the like would fit the bill . . . the real
enemy, then, is humanity itself.” [Obviously, the
problems stem from the elite’s thinking!]
The rich elite planned the Great Depression.
While the media claimed US capitalists were
wiped out, the super rich are not hurt by economic collapses they engineer. They gain fortunes by taking over real estate foreclosures.
[Similar to the 2008 financial crises they carried
out, and even got bailouts.]
The world’s largest banks launder illegal drug
money and some have been caught as Wachovia
Bank, HSBC, Citigroup and Courts, the Queen
of England’s private bank. The illegal drug trade
gains one trillion dollars a year in cash.
The 1973 meeting of the Bilderberg Group
planned the oil hoax to boost the US dollar which
was falling due to economic growth of Germany
and Japan. So oil prices went up 400% and Third
world nations suffered the most that were starting to boom. The money from the drug trade,
money laundering and the sky high prices of oil
provided funds for manipulating US citizens.
The productive capacity of the US economy
has been cut in half in the last few decades due
to deregulation and speculation [and outsourcing jobs overseas]. Big firms have merged becoming even bigger, monopolies. Wall Street
developed many ways to gamble on stocks.
Over one billion people are starving, though
the world has the means of providing food several times over for all. The elite cause scarcity of
nutritious food. The World Trade Organization allowed companies to patent life forms for the first
time. It eliminated grain reserves in nations, using
the ploy they cause unfairness between nations.
Millions of farmers in the US, Europe, Canada,
Australia and Argentina have been wiped out,
taken over by big corporations, mostly US ones,
as Cargill the largest. Small farmers were forced
into poverty so moved to slums by cities looking
for work. Diverse crop rotation was replaced by
monocultures and genetically modified crops as
Monsanto’s engineered by crossing genes of different species and requiring use of its pesticide
Roundup that causes birth defects when eaten.
“Unilever owns vast plantations and runs
Africa’s largest trading company, United Africa
Company. In Zimbabwe, Congo-Zaire, Mali,
Chad and Sudan, the United Africa Company is
projected by the British intelligence as ushering
in a United States of Africa.”
US eugenicist societies instructed Hitler in
how to kill the masses. Henry Kissinger urged the
world population be reduced by 3 billion by
2050, eliminating useless eaters. Besides GM
foods, Monsanto created or distributed other evil
things as Agent Orange, saccharin, bovine growth
hormone, and the first nuclear weapons. Agent
Orange exposed Vietnamese people and US
troops to the jungle defoliant containing dioxin.
The Rockefeller Foundation funded the GM crop
of contraceptive corn to curb population growth.
Since 2004, world food prices have soared
240%. Hundreds of millions have already starved
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to death in South America, Africa and Asia.
National health plans may mean forced use
of drugs the doctors prescribe. Even swallowing
pills with tiny transmitters that tell if you did.
“The highly toxic Hepatitis B vaccine is currently given to all children in the US before they
leave the hospital after birth, unless parents
explicitly reject it . . . Direct evidence shows
that the US health care system kills 225,000
people per year, of which 106,000 died because
of drugs approved by the FDA.” The World
Health Organization was giving small pox vaccines in Africa which actually caused the disease. Vaccines tend to reduce the immune system so it is susceptible to other diseases.
Codex Alimentarius created by the UN in
1961 was proposed to aid health by imposing
standards as for vitamin supplements. But established by the top pesticide corporations,
some of which helped Hitler in his day. Codex
allows use of 7 of 9 pesticides to be used again
after they were banned in the past for being too
toxic in making of food crops.
Media control monitoring includes social
media as Facebook. [Even commercials point
out what you post on Facebook could assist
thieves in stealing from your house while you
are on vacation.] “Twitter users may not realize
their tweets are recorded in the Library of
Congress!” Most users think they are just quickly gone. Those looking for information on persons include marketers, thieves, private detectives and intelligence agencies. “Most people
think Twitter has only 140 characters when in
fact every tweet is a gold mine of information.
There’s your IP address, location, when you
opened your Twitter account, in other words,
34-37 pieces of data each Twitter tape.”
Peter Thiel of the steering committee of the
Bilderberg Group was cofounder of Paypal and
funded Zuckerman to found Facebook. In a 2004
speech at Stanford University Thiel said “controlling information is the same as controlling
the human mind.” Few have read the fine print of
the agreement or license to use Facebook, that
what people post can be data mined.
Ebay, Paypal and Skype are the same company. Everything you post on the Internet, even
your searches are recorded. It used to be if someone wanted to spy on you he had to bug your
house or phone with a device to notify him. Now
we all leave a recorded trail of our activities.
[Obama was criticized by German leader
Merkel for NSA spying on her phone. But this
was happening all along to her and other allied
leaders, not just to enemies of the US.]
An Android phone can spy on you, take pictures without you knowing about it, stored in
memory. You allow the company to do this
when you sign the smart phone lease, giving up
your privacy rights.
Things are actually worse. We give off radio
waves in the Extremely Low Frequency spectrum so we can be identified using a device. We
can be tracked wherever we go, like face recognition software.
Operators can fly drone missile strikes from
faraway like a video game—so murder and
mayhem are not seen up close. Soon, an entire
squadron of planes will be flown by one human.
DARPA is running tests to implant a computer
chip in the pupa stage of a moth for surveillance. Other insects are likewise equipped with
tiny cameras, sensors and wireless transmitters
attached to their nervous systems. The Defense
Department wants a third of its missions to be
unmanned by 2015 using remote controlled
robots of various kinds. Plans are underway to
fully mesh a human mind with a machine.
An invisibility cloak of glass beads was
invented of 50 microns wide to hide most any
object from view. There is nanopaint which can
do the same, even hide from radar detection.
Nanobots will be able to replicate themselves
and attack a specific target on the molecular
level. Soldiers with nanobots could be made to
feel no pain so feel invincible. As in some sci-fi
movies, nanobots could destroy everything
while feeding themselves.
Nanobots can hack computers that are not
connected to the Internet, using ambient temperature of the computer as a power source. Another chip can record all key strokes for six
months, and download this information in a
burst, to a passing truck.
The Statue of Liberty represents Lucifer Enlightening the World, made by and for Masons.
[Top Masons claim they worship Lucifer, who
opens their eyes to knowledge.]
“Malthus was . . . the official chief economist
of the British East India company, the largest
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monopoly the world had ever seen . . . the slavetrading and dope-pushing BEIC was the British
Empire . . . Malthus’ students over the next several decades became the BEIC’s administrators and
systematically applied the policies of genocide to
keep the native populations under control. They
killed tens of millions in India alone, including by
forcing them to grow opium instead of food, which
opium the BEIC used to poison the Chinese.”
The Great Hunger or potato famine in Ireland
was designed so two million starved and two
million left the country. There was plenty of
food, but it was exported. Africa was exploited
so it remains in an old state from lack of modern technology. Forced sterilizations and massive diseases abound there.
During WWI, millions of index cards gathered
showed the bloodlines of ordinary US citizens.
Bloodlines deemed inferior were subject to lifelong segregation and sterilization to kill them off.
“By 1910, the British had created the first network of social workers expressly to serve as spies
and enforcers of the eugenics race cult, which
was rapidly taking control of Western society.
Winston Churchill, economist John Maynard
Keynes, Arthur Lord Balfour and Julian Huxley,
who went on to be the first head of UNESCO
after the war, were all devout eugenicists.”
They backed Hitler in finance and eugenics,
but he gave eugenics a bad connotation publicly, so they changed it to planned parenthood.
And used transhumanism to mean the same.
Huxley coined the term and he headed the
British Eugenics Society, to remove ‘defective’
people from the gene pool. Henry Kissinger
liked him and his ideas, claiming “Depopulation should be the highest priority of foreign
policy in the Third world.”
Estulin describes several patents by the US
government to turn the sky into a giant TV or
movie screen. So holographic images can be
shown using a blue beam on barium and strontium particles in the atmosphere from chemtrails. Thus holographic clouds can be formed
with images to manipulate the masses.
Are people becoming part of a Matrix as the
movies? Theoretical physicist Michio Kaku
claims by 2020 there will be a virtual cyberspace
world complete with everything. So people in
virtual reality will be able to do anything they
want and not have to pay the consequences there.
The January 2008 issue of Aviation Week had
the article by Amy Kruse who oversees DARPA
research, of detecting from a satellite a person’s
brain waves. So hostile intentions of a possible
enemy can be ascertained. Also binoculars that
tap the subconscious mind of others. Some
experiments involve detecting a friendly soldier’s mind-set via his brainwaves so if he has
become mentally disabled by combat fatigue,
his commander can pull him off duty.
An amnesia beam is studied so a person can
have selected memories deleted, as the Men in
Black movies, using electromagnetic radiation. A
thought police is planned with methods of determining if someone will commit a crime against
the state, with ways of changing their thinking,
aligning them with government rule. Torture
would be used to change their thinking. “Too farfetched for your liking? We have already preemptively invaded nations and tortured alleged
terrorist suspects with absolutely no due process
of law, so the idea of preemptively torturing innocent people is just another step in the destruction
of our civil liberties.” [Backfiring on us, besides
our complicit involvement in torturing others.]
“Advertising is the consumers culture’s version of mythology.” Foisting many ideal images
on us to control our thinking in order to buy
company products.
Drugs such as to cause alertness after long
hours without sleep are widely used. Part of big
Pharma’s ploy to drug the masses. US soldiers
may have to make the choice to take certain
drugs for battle or risk court martial for disobeying. [They are already forced to take vaccines.]
Electronic implants are hoped to cure some
diseases as epilepsy, but may be used to augment humans for other purposes. Augmentation
likely means taking addictive and costly drugs
for life. The company Intel is working on brain
implants [like the TV series Intelligence] so we
can mentally access our computers or the
Internet at any moment by just thinking. [So
such a person’s mind could be hacked?]
Research is now going on into affecting
entire regions of land so people’s brain waves
will be altered, even giving them the equivalent
of an LSD trip via satellite. So large populations, in effect, could be drugged. An energy
beam may jam a person’s control over his own
body and be subject to mob rule.
Many people contemplating death hope to
upload their mind into a computer to live forever. Soon a new man-machine will live longer
than us, be stronger, more intelligent. Scientists
believe by 2035 the first human mind or consciousness will be transplanted into a machine
or carrier. Cybernetic immortality will begin.
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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— Just Table Talk —

Is God Omnipotent?
By F. Paul Haney
Q: Does justifying evil for the

“Greater Good” challenge the
perception of God’s influence,
supremacy, and love?
Part Five

P

rologue: I have frequently maintained that the concept of “hardening one’s heart” is applicable to one’s
physical, emotional and intellectual
being. Physically, a calcified heart can be fatal,
but one’s emotional heart can be likewise calcified, severely limiting intellectual pursuit.
“Dr. Douglas Speere speaks of a greater danger: ‘the hardening of the categories.’ We harden our viewpoint, refuse to look at anything beyond that viewpoint; we
groove our thinking and acting, and the
grooves get deeper and deeper until
they become graves that bury us.”1
Ravi Zacharias: “Why is it that so
many people who talk of a supernatural transformation, show so little of the
transformed life?”2
M. Scott Peck: “How often do we
stop and think about what we believe?
One of the major dilemmas we face
both as individuals and as a society is
simplistic thinking—or the failure to
think at all. It isn’t just a problem, it is
the problem.”3
Lou Dobbs: “If things don’t look
right, lift the rug. Under there you might find a
mouse—or a rat.”4
Atheism has a point: Generally speaking,
atheists deny the existence of God. They do so
as a consequence of their analysis (however
flawed it may be) of the very real Problem of
Evil. Clearly, preposterous claims of Christianity
turn them off. I can identify with that.
But, while atheists make some good points,
they have flopped headlong into a witless
chasm. Like many Christians they criticize, atheists have been hasty to assemble questionable
support for their worldviews.
For example: God (it is claimed by Christians) is (a) wholly good and (b) omnipotent.
The reality of massive gratuitous evil negates
either (a) or (b)—or both.
That makes sense. Logically, God cannot be
wholly good and omnipotent, and also allow
(even encourage!) massive gratuitous evil. I’ll
buy that. Here, atheists present two sensible
options in light of immense unjustified evil:
God is either not wholly good or God is not
omnipotent.
Foolishly, atheism’s conclusion is not to logically reject term (a) or (b) above (wholly good
or omnipotent), but to add another term (d),
denial of the existence of any supernatural
deity, equally based on widespread evil.
You may agree with atheism that God is
nonexistent. You have plenty of company. But
God’s existence, I propose, can be confirmed by
Indirect Evidence from Nature. His omnipotence cannot.
Atheism, in the main, has been undone by
intricate ecosystems, DNA and universal biological sophistication. Symbiosis, parasitism
and even the perplexing “Why?” of gender
have them in a jam.
Atheists must know they’re being shortchanged. The capacity of all humanity to be
self-delusional is beyond comprehension. Omnipotence should be gauged by plain, validated
accomplishments, by what is or is not being
done. Mere belief or acceptance of some text is
insufficient.
Simplified, a Boolean algebraic algorithm is
established. Thus, if God (G) does exist in conjunction with Evil (E), two disagreeable outputs
are proffered: God is Malevolent (M) or God is
Not (N) omnipotent (G plus E = M or N).
I rack my brain for another choice. I find

nothing. For me, (M) is not an option—I disable output (M). God is not malevolent. I therefore conclude: God, both existing and being
wholly good,5 is (N). God is lacking in force or
effectiveness. But I am disquieted: A limited
God is challenging.
I reflect: Yahweh would like to prevent and
reverse evil, I believe, but his hands are tied.
How can God be omnipotent, omniscient, or
strictly omnipresent while evil is omnipresent
and apparently unpreventable in large part?
God is seemingly unable to reverse or prevent
virtually any appalling evil engulfing the world.
Examples abound, though there might be
exceptions. He does not even know that any
evil in particular is happening (Gen. 18:20-32).
Yet I submit that the
good God is a benevolent, loving God. On
the other hand, the
God who allegedly
took part in the Jobian fairy tale was
something else; that
was a brutal god of
callousness.
I am no attorney
offering advice, but
circumstantial evidence (as fingerprints) is good evidence in law, I understand. It is data that does not necessarily prove
the fact in question but proves another, the
linkage and certainty of which may lead to the
discovery of the truth of the one sought.
I submit, if you have ever fed birds or chipmunks, ever enjoyed the sounds of Nature, you
have connected with the supernatural—you
have had linkage with God. Do you marvel at
the design of a hummingbird or that of your
hand? You have witnessed God’s orderliness.
This “commonplace” evidentiary view of
God’s existence may be termed Natural Theology.6 The alternative, that God is non-existent, is rubbish.
Earthly Purgatory: Well-meaning but terribly misguided Christian theodicists often

wisdom thinks that my having cancer is good
for me (and I wouldn’t have cancer if He didn’t
think it was good for me), then how is there
any way I can say it is not a good thing?”9
According to much Christian thought, suffering is not so bad. Do Christians desire loss of
property or family as a test of their faith? Not
likely. Yes, suffering does often serve to draw
people closer together—even strangers—that’s
a given. During catastrophes, many good folks
spring into action, concerned with the welfare
of others. Such self-sacrifice is a deep-seated
godly attribute of humanity, all things being
equal. In virtually every society, when other
people suffer, many selflessly join relief efforts.
I applaud heartily. On the darker side, some
do not feel this natural compassion. They seem
uncaring, detached from the milk of human
kindness. The cold-hearted among us often
take advantage of weakened and vulnerable
people: they just want to grab your stuff and
will hurt you to get it.
Discard the Greater Good: I propose that
the “Greater Good” concept should be abandoned. “God allowed Job and his wife to experience the deepest kind of hurt.”10 Why? Dr.
Woerner implies that God’s part was justifiable
for the “greater good.” Whose “greater good”?
Art Mokarow: “For their own good. Thousands and thousands of people were warned
but did not heed the warnings and therefore
perished. . . . For the people’s own good, God
flooded the world to begin again from
scratch. . . . Is God guilty of the murder of the
entire population of the world [innocent babies, children, pregnant wives, fathers] except
for eight people? Of course not!”11
Why, of course not! He is God.
Such nonsense! “Thousands of people”
were never warned. In fact, only Noah was
warned (Gen. 5:28–10:32). Nobody else. Read
the book. Jesus said “they did not know” any
flood was coming, worldwide or local (Matt.
24:36-39). Genesis does not support any such
warning.12
C.S. Lewis: “Of all tyrannies, a tyranny sincerely exercised for the good of its victims may
be the most oppressive.”13

Can God be wholly good and omnipotent and
also allow, even encourage, massive
gratuitous evil? No, God is either not wholly
good or God is not omnipotent.
assert that suffering is ultimately good; it has a
“purging” effect:
“By suffering, God’s glory is brought out.
God is glorified when you are sick or handicapped, not just when you are well. I can honestly say He is more glorified in those who are
not healthy, then [those who] are . . . Trials can
be a witness of our faith to others. Faith grows
in the soil of adversity. The more life throws at
you, the greater the amount of fruit that will be
produced. We receive spiritual blessings
through our buffeting, although at the time it
may produce discomfort and anguish. Charles
Spurgeon said ‘Through our trials God is slowly weaning us from this earth for the world
beyond.’ He is purging us from something very
real and offensive to him—that which is contrary to him. They don’t make us perfect but
implant faith and give us a glimpse of what a
rest we will have in the Promised Land.”7
Such earthly purgatorial philosophy reminds
me of flagellation purification rites.8
Earthly-Purgatorial wisdom: “Carl Akins
having cancer is a good thing . . . If God in his

Christian theodicists constantly maintain
that God allows evil to come about for God’s
good purposes—for the greater good, and he
knows everything there is to know. I hold
opposing views. God’s goal is to selfishly glorify himself while you suffer? I disagree.
I grapple with Christian “greater good”
naïveté, gullibility and absurdity. The “greater
good” argument is utterly unacceptable. The
“greater good” idea wrongly transforms evil into
a benefit. The concept should be abandoned.
Pandemics, windstorms, tsunamis, slavery,
oppression, starvation, shattered lives, diseases,
accidents, are wonderfully beneficial. To whom?
Humanity’s penchant for tyranny is legendary. Whose greater good has been served
by despots slaughtering millions of innocents
worldwide? No one I know. Yet explaining
away evil is a common Christian dodge. Who
benefited when people jumped from the Twin
Towers? Did they? I think not. Injustice cannot
be justified by deplorable outcomes. Surely,
murdered children do not go well with a
“greater good” model.

I wait in vain for any Christian preacher to
shout: “Praise Jesus!! For my own good, for
their own good, God allowed the destruction
of my children, my family, my livelihood, and
my home! Thank you, sweet Jesus!”
“The tribal notion of the ‘common good’ has
served as the moral justification of most social
systems—and of all tyrants—in history. The
degree of a society’s enslavement or freedom
corresponded to the degree to which that tribal
slogan was invoked or ignored. . . .The ‘common
good’ is a meaningless concept, unless taken literally, in which case its only possible meaning is:
the sum of the good of all the individual men
involved. . . . It leaves open the question of, what
is the good of individual men and how does one
determine it? . . . It is accepted precisely for its
elastic, undefinable, mystic character which
serves, not as a moral guide, but as an escape
from morality. . . . It means that the good of
some men take precedence over the good of
others . . . the good of the majority as against
the minority or the individual.”14
Proportionalism justifies greater good. The
logic: The good to be gained outweighs the evil
to be endured. If one concedes that spilling the
blood of a million innocents falls a bit short of
the ideal greater-good model, maybe a lower
number will do: A thousand? Three hundred?
Or twenty-six (20 students and six teachers)?
Where does one draw the logical value line
with the spilling of innocent blood? The
“greater good” is a tyranny of the majority
concept: The end justifies the means.
Proportionalism? How does that work?
Occasionally, one normally wrong act may ultimately serve justice. It may well justify itself.
This is not a rarity. Shooting an armed robber
might be “justifiable homicide.” But the question at hand refers to indiscriminate unjustifiable evil to which no god responds. To destroy
innocent lives is evil enough, but to excuse
such destructive behavior by Christian naïve
greater-good concepts compounds the evil.
Philosopher Alvin Plantinga (b. 1932–)
wrote: “God is omniscient, omnipotent, and
wholly good. . . . God creates a world containing evil and has a good reason for doing so; an
all-loving, all-powerful, all-knowing Being
could permit as much evil as he pleases without forfeiting his claim to being all-loving, so
long as for every evil state of affairs he permits,
there is an accompanying greater good.”15
Is God blameless? If God sheds innocent
blood for any “greater good,” can guilt be
assigned to God? Why not? Does God live
above the moral law he creates for others? It’s
bad for humans to destroy livelihoods, but okay
if God does it? How then does God’s glory
remain intact?
An incredible remark: “God uses evil for a
greater good. His ultimate design is to glorify
Himself, and all things work towards that end.
The Bible does not give an exhaustive list of
ways that God uses evil for His good purposes,
but some of the ways include displaying His
grace and justice, judging evil, saving sinners,
shocking sinners so that they will repent, disciplining Christians, and vindicating Himself (see
Frame, Apologetics, 188-89). The experience of
Christians is that God often uses suffering as a
catalyst for remarkable spiritual growth. . . . God
ordains and causes evil, but He cannot be
blamed for it. Scripture teaches both, so we must
hold them in tension. Words like ‘ordain’ and
‘cause’ must be qualified: God is not guilty of
committing moral evil. Although this is a difficult
teaching, Christians should not want it any other
way; it would be terrifying if God did not control
evil because that would imply that evil forces
can resist and overpower God (Amos 3:6).”16
Not so fast! Within common and civil law (I
understand), those who ordain and cause evil
Continued on next page
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through agency are personally responsible for it.
So how does God, as an enabler of those who
commit evil, remain blameless? Recognized in
both common and civil law is a legal doctrine
called Respondeat Superior; i.e., “Let the master
answer.” An employer (or principal) may become
responsible for acts of an employee (or agent)
performed within the course of their employment, also called the “master-servant” rule. (The
broader scope of the rule is based upon the concept of vicarious liability.17) In the book of Job,
the principal (God) and his agent (the devil) created an agency relationship by consent. A contract was not necessary if it was clear that they
intended to act as principal and agent. Obviously,
in Job’s case, they did so intend.
One Plantinga book reviewer: “The Problem
of Evil is an insurmountable one for Christians
(and for . . . theists who believe in a perfectly loving, all-powerful and all-knowing god). . . . If you
love someone, you don’t want them to suffer.”18
I agree. To allow such evil (when you really
are able to prevent it) is to condone and participate in it. Where is the love? According to
Christian thought, God condones evil.
I am not a lawyer. I deliberate impersonally
as a juror: My perception holds that if one
allows wrongdoing to take place and shows no
mercy, one necessarily becomes responsible for
the ultimate destructive act as an “accessory
before the fact.” That criminalizes one’s behavior as facilitating or enabling. If God enabled
wrongdoing which he could have prevented,
then God is criminally liable. This is clear. God
was not forced to “allow” innocents to suffer,
but many say he allowed it as part of his plan:
“As strange as it may seem, suffering is a
part of the plan of a sovereign, loving God. He
is sovereign in all His attributes and in the exercise of His power. God is God. In His sovereignty and as part of His plan He allows suffering in
the lives of Christians in differing circumstances producing differing results.”19
“Whoever knows what is right to do and
fails to do it, for him it is sin. . . . For judgment
is without mercy to one who has shown no
mercy” (James 2:13a, 4:17, RSV). Is it right to
hurt or to protect the innocent?
According to Black’s Law Dictionary, an
“accessory before the fact” is “one who, being
absent at the time a crime is committed, assists,
procures, counsels, incites, induces, encourages,
engages, or commands another to commit it.”
Such is true if “one who is not the chief actor in
the offense, nor present at its performance, but
is in some way concerned therein, either before
or after the act accomplished.”20
When the deity commanded wholesale
destruction of men, women, children, babies,
and livestock (Num. 16:27; Deut. 3:2-6; Judges
20:23-48), he became an accessory before the
fact—that is, if he actually commanded or
approved such acts in the first place.
But was he there or not? I wonder. If he was
there, how then could God be an impartial
bystander? If God was there when people were
slaughtered, could God be charged as an
“accessory during the fact: “one who stands by
without interfering or giving such help as may
be in his power to prevent the commission of a
criminal offence”? (Black’s).
If God is “omnipresent,” then God is present
at every spot crimes on earth occur, and, if he
is also “omnipotent,” he has the power to prevent any criminal act. But God does not prevent any criminal acts that we know of.
Therefore, if one concedes the previous points
that God is everywhere, has all-power, knows
everything, and is “all good,” then God, by
staying his hand, becomes guilty as an “accessory during the fact” millions of times every
day. If God has those three attributes and still
decides to be a neutral bystander, God is not
“all good,” he is malevolent. But wait:
I am suspicious. I contemplate: Did God
really command all that destruction or not?
Something is wrong with this picture: Can it be
that biblical writers who testify that God causes evil, saying God creates evil, destroys babies,

and so on, are offering false testimony? That
God never did all those terrible things? That the
true Old Testament God was not so vengeful
after all? Maybe those OT writers had hidden
agendas being served; even blaming God for
man’s immoral temperament and excessive
desires. I do not trust some biblical writers.
God has an out. If God is unable to prevent
any given crime, God is off the hook. Thus, he
would also be unable to “allow” evil to continue unabated; unable to check its progress. I
much prefer a substantially impotent God over
a perfect, omnipotent, malevolent one who
allows evil to flourish for his personal selfish
glorification. I reject a malevolent God.
Trustworthy Writings? Can the writings
depicting the Old Testament God be “hero”
mythologies built up surrounding Yahweh? Are
they, in large part, just fabrications, heroic oral
traditions handed down over generations, interspersed with some kernels of truth? Legends do
spring up around such heroes. Stories of God
ordering the total destruction of communities
are problematic. At one point God looked at his
creation and pronounced it very good (Gen.
1:10-31); then he killed off humanity (and all
those evil animals) by a “world wide” flood?
Please. Surely, any deity who could create

God? . . . So, how is God ‘everywhere’? We
already read the answer in David’s words:
‘Where can I go from your Spirit?’ (Psa. 139:7).
It is by their Spirit that the Father and the glorified Christ have complete access to their creation! Through His Spirit, God’s reach extends
to every nook and cranny of the universe, and
there is—as David wrote—no place to flee
from His presence. Yet He still retains a
shape—a body—ruling in glory from His
throne in heaven. It is from there that ‘His eyes
behold’ the sons of men (Psa. 11:4).”21
God’s eyes are everywhere. “The great
truths of divinity are of great use to enforce the
precepts of morality, and none more than
this—that the eye of God is always upon the
children of men . . . but God is all eye. It denotes
not only his omniscience, that he sees all, but
his universal providence, that he upholds and
governs all. Secret sins, services, and sorrows,
are under his eye.”22
“No. God is not everywhere. Yes, He keeps
His eyes . . . everywhere to watch good and
evil. However, this doesn’t mean He is everywhere and found in every place. Just like us, we
can watch the stars, but we cannot go to those
stars. There is no verse in the Bible that says
God is everywhere.”23

mately equal to Christianity’s unknowable mysterious “Father” God.) The Demiurge, through
some mischance or fall, was the direct source
of creation, ruled the world (2 Corinthians 4:4)
and accordingly, was malevolent.
Gnosticism: “But into the constitution of
some men there had entered a spark of Divine
spiritual substance, and through ‘gnosis’ and
the rites associated with it, this spiritual element might be rescued from its evil material
environment and assured of a return to its
home in the ‘Divine Being.’ . . . The function of
Christ was to come as the emissary of the
Supreme God, bringing ‘gnosis.’ As a Divine
Being, the Christ neither assumed a properly
human body nor died, but either temporarily
inhabited a human being, Jesus, or assumed a
merely phantasmal human appearance.”26
Was there really ever such a being called Satan,
a devil? Was he the Demiurge? Was Jesus the
Demiurge? Who really deserves our worship
and for what?
Next installment (#6) will be the final one.
—F. Paul Haney, cfministries@att.net
1 Growing Spiritually by E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973), © 1953, p. 92.
2 Addressing 10,000 itinerant preachers and evangelists in Amsterdam in
the summer of 2000, Dr. Zacharias challenged his listeners. http://christiananswers.net/qaiia/hypocrisy.html?zoom_highlight=ravi+zacharias
3 The Road Less Traveled & Beyond by M. Scott Peck, MD, p. 23
4 Lou Dobbs, 3-19-2014

God’s total destruction of communities is
problematic. God pronounced his creation very
good (Gen. 1:10-31) but then killed off humanity
(and evil animals?) in a worldwide flood.
the astonishing complexity of the natural world
would have had the foresight to realize that
man, endowed with “free will,” would be a disaster. Perhaps he decided to chance it. Only
later did he realize his mistake: his creation was
not so very good; humanity was (and still is)
basically very evil. But that’s why he started
over with Noah, you say, which proves the
point: God, without the benefit of omniscience,
was unable to foresee the consequences of
“free will.” But what if God is not being properly represented by these writers?
Is Free Will Free? This rather extensive
issue must be put off for another day. But one
or two questions need to be addressed. So I
ruminate: Is God ultimately responsible for
massive evil of any sort?
I have my doubts. Philosophers and theists
have run both ways on this. If God is responsible for any evil, he is an accessory to the
immorality he permits humankind. And this
guilt extends to free people everywhere. We
are all in the same boat and God is towing it.
If God does cause evil, how can he punish
mankind for causing evil? Immoral mankind, left
to its own devices, would readily sink into chaos
and anarchy. But how much of this immoral conduct can be attributed to free will and how
much to pressure and constraint? To suggest
that mankind’s free will was necessary because
otherwise we would become robots seems a bit
unrealistic. Total free will, considering all the
societal coercion with which we are faced every
day, appears ultimately unattainable. Of a truth,
an individual’s freedom is always relative.
I deliberate. God could just as easily have
endowed man with an instinctive love of his
neighbor which would have taken nothing away
from humankind’s current level of free will, such
as it is. How simple would that have been? We
instinctively love babies and puppies; why not
neighbors? If an instinctive love of neighbor had
been instilled in mankind in the beginning, few,
if any, wars would have been fought and the
world might really know what true peace,
progress and prosperity are all about.
God’s spirit is everywhere. “The term omnipresent . . . has caused trouble. Basically, being
omnipresent means being present everywhere
at the same time. Can this term be applied to

Yes. God is everywhere. “Many religions
believe God is everywhere at one time. However,
the Bible specifically teaches that God is both
everywhere at once and transcendent (above all)
or outside of His creation. [This is the definition
of panentheism.]24 Psa. 33:13-14 reveals that
God exists outside of our created world: ‘The
LORD looks down from heaven; he sees all the
children of man; from where he sits enthroned
he looks out on all the inhabitants of the earth.’
Yet God is also everywhere within our world.”25
I deliberate again: If God is not facilitating
evil activity due to his inability to prevent it,
how do we justify all that Old Testament “testimony” that pictures Yahweh as a God of rage
and vengeance? I admit that the alleged character of the Old Testament deity is directly contrary to the character of the not-omnipotent
good God of my personal reflection. The Old
Testament deity is also contrary to the second
Christian “God” of the New Testament, Jesus.
Is that one reason Jesus had to become deity?
Should the Old Testament (OT) God
embarrass Christians? Historically, two Gods
emerged in many theologies: a malevolent God
and a benevolent one; moral opposites. The OT
God killed men, women, and children.“Show no
pity!”26 Believers need a good personal God
not tainted with such malevolence. Hence, evil
originated elsewhere. Enter Satan (as Lucifer),
Jesus, and wayward mankind.
“The popularly held beliefs that Satan was
once an angel who becomes prideful and eventually rebels against God, however, are not portrayed explicitly in the Bible and are mostly
based on inference.”27
The word “Lucifer” occurs once in three or
four older Bible versions, not in modern ones.
Facts: Ezekiel 28:1-19 refers to “the prince of
Tyre,” a mere man (v. 2), not Satan. Similarly, Isaiah 14:4-20 refers to “the king of Babylon,” another mere man (v. 16), not Satan.Thus, “Lucifer”
was never the devil.28 So why do Christians modify these two texts and reassign them?
Gnosticism observed the same difficulties
with the problem of evil. Just like early
Christianity, they managed an answer: Create a
distinction between the OT God (the Demiurge)29 and the supreme unknowable Divine
Being. (This “Divine Being” would be approxi-

5 My reasoning is based upon Natural Theology; I accept God’s goodness.
6 Natural Theology—theology based on knowledge of the natural world
and on human reason, apart from revelation. [ca. 1670-80]; (Webster’s
College Dictionary)
7 http://www.letusreason.org/Doct25.htm
8 Purification rite: any of the ceremonial acts or customs employed in an
attempt to reestablish lost purity or to create a higher degree of purity
in relation to the sacred (the transcendental realm) or the social and
cultural realm. They are found in all known cultures and religions, both
ancient and modern, preliterate and sophisticated, and assume a wide
variety of types and forms. (www.brittanica.com/)
9 Carl Akins, Essay, The Journal, Issue No. 160 (March 31, 2014) p. 9
10 Overcoming Hurt by Dr. Ralph Woerner, Gospel Publishing Association,
p. 4 ff
11 The Journal Issue No. 157, December 2013, p. 34, Art Mokarow, The Preflood People Knew They Were Wrong. One reference was given: 2 Pet. 2:5.
12 “Most of the narrative in Genesis is focused on his work in building the
ark. Nevertheless, we can make a reasonable assumption that Noah
preached about the coming flood to his neighbors and community during the 100 years required to complete the ark.” (Versebyverseministry.
org, 10/05/2012)
13 C.S. Lewis, God in the Dock: Essays on Theology (www.goodreads.
com/work/quotes).
14 The Ayn Rand Lexicon, © 1988, p. 76
15 www.allaboutgod.com/problem-of-evil.htm; ref: God, Freedom, and
Evil by Alvin Plantinga © 1974). According to several biographical references, Plantinga has never wanted for anything or suffered as a
result of evil; early college, professorships, honorary degrees, authorship, prosperity, and so on.
16 http://reformation21.org/articles/what-is-evil.php
17 The TORT doctrine that imposes responsibility upon one person for the
failure of another, with whom the person has a special relationship.
http://legal-dictionary.thefreedictionary.com/
18 http://www.goodreads.com/review/show/623704643; God, Freedom,
and Evil, Alvin Plantinga
19 http://www.biblicalcounselingcenter.org/node/5346
20 Black’s Law Dictionary, Revised Fourth Edition, © 1968, p. 29 ff
21 http://www.cogwriter.com/god-omnipotent-omniscientomnipresent.htm
22 Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole Bible http://amazingwisdom.com/is-god-everywhere/
23 Panentheism is meant to be different from pantheism, which ontologically equates the universe with God. Thus, the panentheistic God is
both an immanent force within all creation, and the transcendent
power over the universe. Panentheism is gaining momentum among
contemporary theologians and philosophers of religion, serving as an
acceptable means for reconciling difficulties with other beliefs concerning the nature of God. (http://www.newworldencyclopedia.org/
entry/Panentheism)
24 http://www.compellingtruth.org/God-omnipresent.html; also see notes
on Psa. 139:7-10.
25 ”You shall show no pity; slay old men outright, young men and maidens, little children and women, but touch no one upon whom is the
mark” (Ezek. 9:5-6). “They are ordered to destroy all, without exception
. . . They must slay utterly, slay to destruction, give them their death’s
wound. They must make no distinction of age or sex, but cut off old and
young; neither the beauty of the virgins, nor the innocence of the babes,
shall secure them” (Matthew Henry’s Commentary). “Prepare slaughter for his sons because of the guilt of their fathers, lest they rise and
possess the earth, and fill the face of the world with cities” (Isa. 14:21).
26 Wikipedia: Satan
27 ”And although the context speaks explicitly concerning Nebuchadnezzar, yet this has been, I know not why, applied to the chief of the
fallen angels, who is most incongruously denominated Lucifer (the
bringer of light!)” (Adam Clarke’s Commentary on the Bible).
28 In Gnostic and other systems, a subordinate supernatural being who
created the world and is regarded as the creator of evil.
29 The Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, 2nd ed., p. 573, “gnosis” is knowledge of spiritual matter; mystical knowledge. The
“Demiurge” was a subordinate deity.
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Prophecy Today
— PART 13 —

D

eliver yourself, O
Zion, that dwell
with the daughter
of Babylon!”
(Zechariah 2:7).
Now, most believers, when they
see the word Zion, will almost
always identify it with the word
Jerusalem. But, again, I point out
that Zion and Jerusalem are two
different cities and are located in
two different tribes of Israel.
I will also say that there was a
Temple in Zion and a Temple in
Jerusalem. Solomon built the first
for his father, David, in the City of
David, and the second in Jerusalem for himself: the one that
was called Solomon’s Temple.
As Scripture shows us, the
Temple in Jerusalem was totally
destroyed by the armies of
Babylon. The “Jews” were taken
into captivity. After 70 years exile,
a few of the Jews and Levites
returned to Jerusalem and Judea,
and they built a new, but much
inferior, Temple in Jerusalem.
When they arrived back in
Jerusalem, the Temple that was in
Zion was still there.
Moving on to the 1st century
A.D.: By this time the small, inferi-

“

or Temple in Jerusalem had
become a wonder, based on the
fact that Herod the Great, the
Edomite, had made it so. He had
constructed many additional buildings, and enhanced that which
was built previously.
Still, the Temple in Zion was still
there. As all believers know, the
Second Temple, called now
“Herod’s,” was destroyed in 70
A.D. or shortly thereafter. Yet the

now, simply keep in mind that I
have said there were two Temples.
This will be important as this article continues.
Continuing the story: That will
become so important when
Israelites are returned to
Jerusalem and Judea. After their
defeat in war, in 70 A.D., all
Israelite “Jews” were expelled
from the borders of the Roman
Empire. Many thousands and

Crusades were of Babylon/Rome.
This is what is being referred to
when it says in Zechariah 2:7:
“Deliver yourself, O Zion, which
dwells with the daughter of
Babylon.”
Keep in mind that, when
Israelites do return to, and settle
in, Jerusalem and Judea, they will
be under the authority of the
Gentiles—most notably those
forces that Scripture labels

Israelites, and some Gentiles, will build a new Temple
in Jerusalem. They will be under Gentile authority
and happy to ‘eat well from their fleshpots.’
Temple in Zion was still there,
though now, because of an earthquake, the Temple in Zion was
covered with the rubble of the
building that had been built
around it in the time of Solomon.
Is this true? Yes. Do you want to
see from Scripture? Then you will
have to wait until said Temple in
Zion becomes revealed in the
“last” of the “latter years.” For

thousands of Jews still remained
in the land, but these were
Edomite Jews. In other words, they
were Gentiles. Since 70 A.D., no
Israelite Jews have ever resettled
in their former capital city.
This is true, even though many
Israelites were among the several
Crusades, in which Jerusalem was
captured from the Muslims.
Those “Israelites” of the

“Babylon.” This means that, when
Israelites return to the Holy Land,
many Sabbath observers will be
numbered among those who are
said to be of Babylon.
Yet consider that those referred
to as of Zion are those who are
numbered among the “144,000.”
All of the “great multitude”
will also be of Babylon, but they
will be those individuals repre-

sented under the city, Jerusalem.
Simply put, the chosen = Zion,
and the called = Jerusalem. But
they will basically all be Sabbath
observers—either from the time
they leave the “land of the north”
or shortly after they settle in the
Holy Land.
It will be Israelite labor, along
with some Gentiles, that will build
a new Temple in Jerusalem. They
will be under Gentile authority,
and for a time they will be happy
to labor and “eat well from their
fleshpots.” They will be the servants, and the Gentiles will be the
rulers. However, as it was in their
history, although they were under
Gentile rule, the Israelites had
many freedoms within the Gentile
empires where they resided.
There will be two separate
works going forth from the Holy
Land, the one from Zion and the
other from Jerusalem. That from
Jerusalem will basically be a
message calling the Gentiles out
of their present, false religions. The
one from Zion will be calling
peoples out of their Jerusalem
servitude.
This will be covered in the nest
Part 14 (below).

— PART 14 —

I

now continue with the concluding theme of Part 13.
That theme was that, prior
to the return of the Son of
Man and the establishment of his
1,000-year kingdom, great religious
works will be fulfilled on earth.
These works will begin from
the Holy Land, and the authority
over these works (or permission
to conduct them) will be of
Gentile origin.
That means the union of military and religious forces of the
Gentile powers which brings
peace to the earth and the
removal of non-owners from
Jerusalem and Judea.
The following scriptures, pointing to this time of new beginnings,
are for an overview only. Specifics
will follow in future writings.
“But, in the last days, it shall
come to pass, that the mountain of
the house [Temple] of the LORD
shall be established in the top of
the mountains. And it shall be
exalted above the hills And peoples
shall flow unto it. And many
nations shall come and say, Come!
Let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, and to the house [Temple] of
the God of Jacob. And he will teach
us of his ways, and we shall walk in
his paths” (Micah 4:1-2).
There is a bit more to this scripture that I will come back to. But
first I wish to show what the
above words actually mean.
For example, “the last days.” As
mentioned earlier, the “days” refer

to the “years” before the Son of
Man will return and his kingdom
will be established. “Mountains,
hills and peoples” refers to Gentile
nations and religions, in this case
mostly to the Gentiles of the
European and Arabic powers—
though there will still be many
Israelites living within those
Gentile nations. These Israelites
will also return to their homelands
just prior to, or just after, the
return of the Son of Man.
Then there is the word house,
meaning, the Temple that will be

And, since there are two, from
whence do they originate?
I’ve already shown the answer,
but repeating in this case is good.
For the “work of Zion” will be that
of the “144,000,” while the “work
of Jerusalem” will be that of the
“great multitude.”
To put it in simple words, Zion
equals the chosen, while
Jerusalem equals the called. Take
careful note that the pathway
between the chosen (Zion), can be
traversed only by going through
the pathway leading to the called

sleep—just as Scripture says they
will continue to sleep. Please note
that, when I write these words of
those few who will hear and the
majority who will sleep, I am speaking only to Sabbath observers.
The churches of Revelation 2-3
are Sabbath-observing churches.
But the churches of Revelation 2-3
are NOT the True Church of God!
By that I mean that the True
Church is somewhere out there,
beyond the vision of the seven
churches of Revelation 2-3.
When Messiah said that “their

In the future there will be two ‘works.’
Both of these works are spoken of in the
concluding words of Micah 4:2.
built. Perhaps more important, it
will refer to the “symbol” of religion. Combine this with the word
“LORD” and one sees the fulfillment of Zechariah 1:16.
There will be a Temple built in
Jerusalem, from which will begin a
future work. But, as I mentioned, in
the future there will be two works.
Both of these works are spoken of
in the concluding words of the previous scripture Micah 4:2.
“For the Law shall go forth
from ZION, and the word of the
Lord from JERUSALEM”! Two works!
Two locations! Two ministries!

(Jerusalem).
From this point I will be going
on in Zechariah and beginning to
expand out further into other
prophetic scriptures. This is
because, before the “two works of
Zion and Jerusalem” can begin,
there is much to be done and only
a fair amount of time in which to
get the works underway.
But I have to stop and see. I
must see if anyone to this point
even cares. It is only the few who
will become a part of the future
great work of Philadelphia, while
the majority will continue to

eyes have been blinded, and there
ears stopped,” he was speaking of
Sabbath observers then and the
seven churches of today.
How is this known? Well, the
end of the influence of the True
Church in the 1st century was with
Diotrophes. And the descendants
of Diotrophes are the “seven
churches.”
The Philadelphia Church is the
ONLY church that has “brotherly
love.” The Worldwide Church of
God claimed to be the Philadelphia Church. Their lack of
brotherly love proves them to be

untruthful. The splits that continue
the WCG attitudes, clearly, also,
prove themselves to not be of
brotherly love.
Hey, if there are seven, why is it
that there is not “only one”?
If the United Church of God
cannot forgive the other splits
from their church, then how can
they claim brotherly love?
If the Philadelphia Church of
today will not live at peace and
love with any other church than
their own, then how can they be
truly Philadelphians?
Hey, how about the Living
Church of God, which seemingly is
as righteous as the Philadelphia
Church?
Or, going back a bit, the
Seventh Day COG, out of which
Herbert Armstrong emerged?
C’mon, guys. When have any of
you guys actually said “We were
wrong”? On both sides? And,
after the admission, were united
in brotherly love?
NONE OF YOU! This means that
the true Philadelphia is yet to
appear. When it does, do not
expect open arms from the
already “righteous, needing no
more, with the devil among them,
and that woman Jezebel, and the
Nicolaitans, etc., et al., within,” as
is shown in Revelation 2-3.
Are there any out there who
would really like to sit back and
simply look to the Bible?
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World Salvation is proven by Isaiah and Paul.
oes Scripture validate that each human
The two scriptures (above) by Isaiah and Paul (Isaiborn is destined to be saved? Absolutely!
ah 66:8-9 and Romans 11:15) are only two of thouThis also includes those whose lives were
sands of writings throughout the Bible that prove
aborted. Listen to the
God saves the world.
Word of God:
“Who has heard such a thing
STEP 2
[life]? Who has seen such
Christ confirmed salvation will include everyone:
things? Shall the earth [world]
“For God so loved the world, that he gave [a gift]
be made to bring forth [give
his only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in
life] in one day? or shall a nahim should not perish but have everlasting life”
tion [children] be born at once
(John 3:16). Most Bible advocates quote this
[by command]? for as soon as
Scripture. But only faith is required and nothing
Zion [the Kingdom of God] traelse, “and we have seen and do testify [witness] that
vailed [went into labor] she
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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brought forth her children.
“Shall I bring to the birth
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is now available, and Christ was the one who restored what was lost (Matthew 18:11). Read all
the Father sent the Son to be the Savior of the world”
those Scriptures restoring eternity in Paradise in the
(I John 4:14). Christ came to save everyone!
Kingdom of God. The Bible is flooded with the
Obviously, this short article cannot cover a thoupotential for everyone to be saved.
sand Scriptures proving everyone will be saved.
The Doctrine of God teaches that the Creation of
However, it will attempt to give many examples
God will be saved (Deuteronomy 32:1).
contained in the Bible to prove this fact. Jesus gave
There are a plethora of announcements to restore
a parable of a shepherd having 100 sheep. One was
the Eternal, Everlasting Covenant to heal and restore
lost and he went after the one that was lost (the lost
what was lost.
one was eventually found).
“See now that I, even I, am he and there is no god
Christ also said that He did not lose even one of
with me: I kill, and I
the sheep but kept all
make alive; I wound
that God gave Him.
This short article cannot cover a
and I heal; neither is
Verse after verse, one
thousand scriptures proving everyone
there any that can deproverb after another
will be saved. How many Bible
liver [save] out of my
proves this point.
verses do you need?
hand. For I lift up my
The Everlasting
hand to heaven and
Covenant
say, I live for ever [salvation by Christ] (DeuterCONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

The first book in the Bible is named “Genesis.” It
is a Greek word from the Greek Bible, the Septuagint translation. “Genesis” means “the start of a
new beginning.” In Hebrew, the word “beginning”
is quite different. Genesis 1:1 begins, “In the beginning.” The word “beginning” in Hebrew is bereshit,
which means the “Everlasting Covenant.”
This covenant refers to the Garden of Eden including the Tree of Life. Adam and Eve made a
wrong choice and were not mature enough to know
good from evil; they were naked and not out of the
bosom of God, as yet.
Adam and Eve were not ashamed. This was
because they did not know they were naked.
God had this original covenant in the Garden that
lasted to Noah’s Flood (Genesis 9:16). This was the
Everlasting Covenant, which is also mentioned in
the book of Hebrews (Hebrews 13:20). God did not
hold Adam and Eve responsible for their nakedness
because they were blind (John 9:41).
The Everlasting Covenant is restored by Christ’s
blood giving all flesh access to the Tree of Life with
salvation once again under the New Heavens and on
the New Earth (Revelation 21-22). World Salvation
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

onomy 32:39-40).
How many Bible verses do you need? Every
individual who ever lived will receive salvation.
STEP 3
The number three is the completion number of
God. The Apostle puts salvation for the whole world
nicely and sweetly so you can understand. People in
His day knew Jesus was to return in the Savior’s
“generation.” Some lost heart and stopped believing
there would be a resurrection (I Corinthians 15:12).
The weakness of humans is that individuals know
only in part and understand prophecy in part (I
Corinthians 13:9).
You need to live by every word of God, as Jesus
told Satan (Matthew 4:4). You need the whole story.
Paul knew it and made it simple: “For since by
man came death, by man came also the resurrection
of the dead” (I Corinthians 15:21).
The above first two steps made that clear. Now
Paul enters the third step. He covers more paragraphs very openly for anyone who honestly
believes the Bible. “For as in Adam all die, even so
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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ding Feast. The marriage has been arranged with the
Father’s approval.
in Christ [like him] shall all be made alive” (I CoThe wedding feast consummates the marriage
rinthians 15:22). What more do you need?
during the feast. It is time for many children to come
The Mysterious All
to Christ and God.
When death ends, God takes back His reign and
Many think the word “all” does not include “all”
becomes All In All to and in every Christian (I
or “everyone.” They think “all” is not really “all.”
Corinthian 15:28).
You accept the gossip you hear, but what does Greek
Now, “all” become spiritual as the flesh changes
grammar say the word actually means?
in a twinkling of an eye.
“All” is known as in the aorist subjunctive mood
The guests at the feast are those who physically
(state of mind). “Aorist” relates to “undefined
kept the Law of Moses but still needed more spiriaction.” It is not in the present tense as being right
tual growth (I Corinthis minute. It conveys a
thians 15:45-49).
future action.
Many think the word ‘all’ does not
“And so it is writThe action, a verb
include ‘all’ or ‘everyone.’ They
ten [world saved], The
means “to exist unthink ‘all’ is not really ‘all.’ What does
first man Adam was
endingly, forever,” just
Greek grammar say about it?
made a living soul; the
like the Everlasting
last Adam [human]
Covenant, which is
was made a quickeneternal and will never
ing [a process] spirit. Howbeit that was not first
stop.
Remember that the world had the Everlasting which is spiritual but that which is natural [a figure];
and afterward that which is spiritual.
Covenant, but Adam, the first christ, did not follow
“The first man is of the earth [dust], earthy: the
through.
second man is the Lord from heaven” (I Corinthian
The Old Covenant did not work either. The
15:45-47).
Christ had to come with the New Covenant.
Paul summarizes that everyone will be healed
One can have doubts, study and learn (learn
and saved.
piecemeal).
“And as you have born the image [an idol] of the
The future can complete the action of being “in
earthy [nothing], you shall also bear the image of the
Christ.” Finally, the verb “doing” will complete its
heavenly” [like God and Christ] (I Corinthians
goal of being like Christ and God as equal family
15:49).
members: the Father, the first-begotten Son and,
Now you can see that everything started with
finally, all Sons of God.
Adam and Eve, and all of their children are guaran“All” is not “everything” but an “order,” a system
teed to become the sons in the Family of God. There
of learning until “holiness” is achieved.
are thousands of scriptures telling the story of salva“But every man [mankind] in his own order
[time]: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are tion and eternal life.
Christ’s [His ‘bride’] at his coming [the Millennium]
Revelation Is Eternal
(I Corinthians 15:23).
The book of Revelation does not end the account
Guests and Naked
of World Salvation but goes on into eternity as well.
“And he said to me, Seal not the sayings of the
Then Paul continues when Christ, as King of
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
Kings, with His bride announces the coming WedCONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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everyone will be saved.
“Remember the former things [ancient history in
prophecy of this book: for the time is at hand [God
the Garden of Eden] of old: for I am God and there
and Christ]. He that is unjust, let him be unjust still:
is none else; I am God [plural noun—is all things],
and he which is filthy [corrupt] let him be filthy still:
and there is none like me, Declaring the end [what
and he that is righteous, let him be righteous still:
will be] from the beginning [Everlasting Coveand he that is holy let him be holy still” (Revelation
nant—eternity—Tree of Life] [bereshit], and from
22:10-11).
ancient times the things that are not yet done [eterChrist is ready to come at any time. It is up to all
nal life], saying:
true Christians with their free choice to turn to the
“My counsel [advice] shall stand [always sucwill of God.
ceed] and I will do all
“And the Spirit and
my pleasure [save
the bride say, Come.
Be humble as as babe, willing to
everyone] [the goodAnd let him that hears
learn here a little and there a
ness of God]: Calling
[salvation] say, Come.
little because it is your choice. God
a ravenous bird [raAnd let him that is
will help you. Just ask Him.
ven—eats anything]
athirst come.
from the east [like anti“And whosoever
will [free choice], let him take the waters of life Christ], the man that executed my counsel [Messiah]
from a far country [Orient]:
freely [healed].
For I testify [witness] to every man that hears the
“Yes, I have spoken it [decreed], I will also bring
words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall
it to pass [guaranteed]; I have purposed [will hapadd to these things, God shall add to him the plagues
pen] it, I will also do it [absolute]. Hearken to me
that are written in this book:
[pay attention], you stouthearted [courageous—the
“And if any man shall take away from the words
heart of God], that are far [strangers—Gentiles]
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away
from righteousness:
his part out of the book of life and out of the holy
“I will bring near [everyone on earth] my righcity and from the things which are written in this
teousness [goodness]; it shall not be far off [albook” (Revelation 22:17-19).”
ways there] and my salvation shall not tarry [be
Those refusing to change will end up in outer
held back]: and I will place salvation in Zion
darkness, blind, and later will repent and call out for
[King David’s palace] for Israel my glory” (Isaiah
the light of God—the Truth.
46:9-13).
The salvation of God never ends. The unrepenHow many times does God have to tell you He
tant go into outer darkness (the prison of God) as
will ultimately save everyone?
wandering stars. Amen.
This includes the “good” and the “bad”—it is
★ ★ ★
guaranteed to happen.
[If you want more information on this subject, reGod has absolutely promised He finally will
quest Art’s free book God’s Short Story. It is still in bring it to pass. Mankind alone is the enemy. Each
editing stages but for those interested we will make
of you is causing the delay and not God or the
a copy for you.]
Messiah.
Be humble as a babe, willing to learn here a little
A Summary
and there a little because it is your choice. God will
Old Testament Scripture confirms for you that
help you. Just ask Him.
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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More letters from our readers
Continued from page 2

always appreciate interviews with
those who had known and worked
with him.
In the latest issue [No. 160, dated
March 31, 2014] Don Billingsley [in
an article beginning on page 1] reminded us of important truths from
the rich HWA legacy as pertaining to
the spiritual organism we dearly call
the Church(es) of God.
2 Thessalonians 2, indeed, seems
to be a two-part prophecy, first speaking about the man of sin to lead the
end-time apostasy in the true church
and, from verse 7 onward, about the
false prophet who will deceive the
world with Satan-inspired wonders
and miracles.
I am also glad that we were reminded, based on the book of Daniel,
that the Jewish temple is to be rebuilt
with Old Testament sacrifices resumed prior to other prophesied
events.
Don’s conclusion that God’s people will most likely gather into one
group in the place of safety struck me
as a sensible thesis.
It seems a process of reconciliation
has begun this year among some parts
of the Body of Christ, so may it continue and lead all the way up to the
escape of the hour of trial coming
upon all the inhabitants of the world.
Aleksandar “Sasha” Veljic
Novi Sad, Serbia
Cute picture
Hello, Dixon and Linda. I received
the [March 31, 2014] copy of THE
JOURNAL yesterday and was more than
pleased with the way you [Dixon
Cartwright] presented your interview
with me. I could not have hoped for it
to have been done any better.
I also appreciated the picture of
your lovely wife with me in the writing. Thank you both very much.
Don Billingsley
Valley Springs, Calif.
The COGs’ 82 calendars
It was with a sense of “bemusement,” to quote Velvet Delorey, that I
read her letter (in issue No. 160)
regarding the arguments and counterarguments that fill every issue of THE
JOURNAL.
Velvet proposes three questions we
need to ask ourselves to arrive at the
“truth.” The first two are similar and
ask what did the church teach before
and presumably after the “apostasy.”
This approach is problematic because the church taught different
things at different times, sometimes
even when the same man was in
charge.
When one says “What did the
church teach?” the question really
boils down to, if we are honest: What
did the leader of the church teach?
Those of us who have been around
long enough should know that back in
the day the leader’s interpretation was
what was taught, with no questions
asked, at least not if you wanted to
remain a member of the organization.
Although much younger than I am,
even Velvet should remember that
this was true. Unfortunately, in the
vast majority of groups it remains true
to this day.
Here are some examples to ponder:
In the late 1930s Herbert Armstrong
taught a diametrically opposite view
of church government from what he
taught from the 1950s onward.
During World War II he taught that
Hitler was the beast power and the
end was nigh.
By 1947 he was sending out coworker letters saying the “end will
come in this generation,” and he continued to preach this for several generations.
And who can forget the on-again
off-again doctrines about makeup and
marriage and divorce?
Looking at what the church taught
will get you nowhere unless, of
course, you are looking for justification for one’s preconceived notion of
what the truth is.
Velvet’s last question was “What

do the Scriptures say?” Again, this is
problematic. One has only to read
through the pages of THE JOURNAL to
find innumerable ideas of what the
Scriptures say.
I once worked out that there are
about 82 different possible permutations of the calendar issue, and over
the years most of them have been
suggested by JOURNAL contributors.
The Passover debate has raged for
millennia, with scholars far more educated than any JOURNAL contributor
unable to come up with an answer
that all can agree on.
Some things, however, have never
changed over all the years in WCG

Living God; not in tables of stone, but
in fleshly tablets of the heart.”
God inspired Paul to say Moses
had to put a veil upon his face because the Israelites’ sight and “minds
were blinded” (verse 13).
When anyone turns to the Lord to
understand that Christ is that saving
Spirit (by grace), the veil is then taken
away.
Commands and laws (written in
stone) were not meant to be for salvation, and indeed could not be.
Understanding this, we then have
“liberty” (verse 17) from the proclamation of death.
So Christ not only “fulfilled”

writes of. He called it the Hegelian
dialectic and theorized that as mankind congregated in urban centers
competition and conflict become
inescapable.
This is, however, a trait that is
unique to humans. Animals and
weeds don’t war with each other (or
another species) as though they purposefully would amass an army and
attack.
I suspect Brother Hawkins may
have an urban background and is
looking for the reason(s) there is so
much conflict and competition there.
I believe that YHWH didn’t have
cities as part of His original plan for

‘I once worked out that there are about 82 different possible
permutations of the calendar issue, and over the years most
of them have been suggested by JOURNAL contributors.’
and in many of its present-day offshoots:
The leader remains the unquestioned authority; send money to him
to support a lifestyle far above the
average contributor’s; and if you
don’t agree you are out on your ear
and can no longer expect to be one of
the chosen few.
Bob Etheridge
Victoria, B.C., Canada
More on the canon
John Sash says in an editorial [in
issue No. 157] we should ask God
about the canon.
But obviously, like with everything
else, our preconceived conceptions
may get in the way of the answer.
How long should we wait for the
answer before we decide we understand? A common scenario: I prayed.
I fasted. I have the Holy Spirit. So I
know.
There is a lot of information already available if we really want it.
Interesting points about the canon:
New translations are developed
constantly for reasons that include the
translators’ doctrinal slant.
You will not find words like cooperate and responsibility in the KJV.
The last change in the number of
books in the KJV was around A.D.
1885. (The KJV started out with 80
books in 1611. See “Why Were 14
Books Ripped Out of the King James
Bible in 1885?” at abovetopsecret.com.)
One of the requirements for the
choice of books in the canon was that
it supposedly supported the Trinity
doctrine.
The KJV was one of the first to
use chapters and verses.
The KJV creates God in King
James’ image. The word obedient is
obsessively used.
The apostle John was the only
biblical writer who could have had
access to all the other writings. His
Gospel was obviously written for an
audience after his time. His Gospel
may be a critique of the other writings
as well as a submission of his own
evidence.
Mr. Sash says the burden of proof
is on us if we believe something in the
canon is not inspired. But proof is like
beauty. It is in the eye of the holder.
Even then, if it was inspired, much
of it was meant for other people in
remote times and situations that we
may not have experienced.
To claim it is all dogmatic instructions to us is not logical, reasonable
and rational and limits God’s opportunity to deal with us as individuals.
Modern churches approach people
from the standpoint of the churches’
agenda whether it fits a person’s personal needs or not.
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Hearts of stone
God explains in 2 Corinthians 3
through the apostle Paul that His truth
is written in our hearts (verse 3) and
“not with ink but with the spirit of the

God’s Old Testament laws written in
stone that were “condemning” (verse
9), but He did away with them
(verses 7, 11).
Do we understand?
Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.
The Hegelian dialectic
The following is an expansion on
Bill Hawkins’ latest ad (“Do You
Really Want Christ to Return?”), in
issue No. 160.
About 400 years ago the philosopher Hegel identified the same trait in
human society that Bill Hawkins

Adam and the resultant Adamites.
Cain is recorded to be the first city
builder. After the Flood, Nimrod became another urban developer.
Interestingly, Genesis 11 tells of
YHWH’s deurbanizing mankind at
the Tower of Babel.
Bill is correct in saying this age
belongs to Satan.
However, those of us who reside in
more-rural environments know that
weeds and animals are not Adamites,
nor do they act according to the Hegelian dialectic.
R.A. Heath
Rye, Colo.

The LORD knows my heart
I just read Dave Havir’s article on
the two witnesses that he posted a
while back. I believe God has chosen
me to be one of the two witnesses.
I suffer from bipolar disorder. It
could be that I am delusional. All I
know is that week in and week out the
LORD hones me and sharpens me. He
shows me His heart and His justice.
All I know at this stage is that my job
is to be a witness regarding how fair
God is towards us.
God is giving mankind a choice:
Be with Him for eternity through
Christ or spend eternity without God,
which is hell.
God has said to man: “I have offered you salvation, and I have made
it known to all men. Therefore choose
for yourselves.
“Do you want to spend eternity
with Me or without Me?”
I am 26 years of age. I believe
these things to be true, but it is entirely up to God. God has been more than
fair for me and my life.
His love is so strong in my life that,
even if it turns out I am not one of the
two witnesses and my position in
heaven’s kingdom is of a lower order,
I’ll be content if the LORD only asks
me to pray for my fellow believers, to
evangelize and to encourage/exhort
my fellow believers.
The LORD knows my heart and
how I long to be one of the two witnesses. But I have to accept what God
has for me as he made me what I am.
How can I go against my Father and
Creator? To Him be the glory!
Owen J. Finnegan
Via the Internet

Chiang Mai, Thailand 2014
Feast of Tabernacles
Every year Legacy Foundation in Thailand
sponsors a Festival of Tabernacles site
in Chiang Mai. Attendees include
international visitors as well as local Church
of God members and families. Activities
and amenities include . . .
• Daily worship
services
Festival Directors Leon and Gloria Sexton
• Bible seminars
• Cultural events and
performances
• Visit to Legacy
Foundation School
• Queen Sirikit agricultural
Demonstration Farm tour
• Elephant Farm tour
• Teakwood Carving and tour of
Handicraft Center
• Accommodations provided by the
Empress Hotel and Convention Center
• Extra–Festival activities abound:
Local shopping at the Night Bazaar or
Sunday Market
• Tourist attractions:
Tiger Kingdom, Flight of
the Gibbon, Night
Safari, etc.
• Western food:
Starbucks, McDonald’s,
Pizza Hut, The Duke’s
and much more
For more information please contact

Anita Showers • 330-852-2709 • mail@legacyinstitute.org • www.legacyinstitute.org
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How Well Are You
HidingYour Light?
either do men light a candle and
put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house. Let
your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and glorify
your father which is in heaven” (Matthew 5:1516, KJV).
“Nor do they light a lamp, and put it under
the measure, but on the lamp-stand, and it
shineth to all those in the house: so let your light
shine before men, that they may see your good
works, and may glorify your father who (is) in
the heavens” (Matthew 5:15-16, YLT).
How many of you old-timers out there remember the attitude and sometimes outright
directives of the leadership (evidently from the
highest position) that we were not to “go about
looking like Pentecostals, and giving the world
occasion to lampoon God’s work”? Gerald
Waterhouse was excellent at making this point.
His flamboyant speaking style lent itself to
mocking the preaching style of many in the
evangelical community.
I know many in the WCG took these admonitions to heart. I’ve mentioned before about
the issue of public prayer. It was basically verboten! (forbidden). We didn’t pray in restaurants,
and we didn’t say much at all about God or His
work. That was the minister’s responsibility. Just
like in Christ’s time.
You know those Pharisee and Sadducee guys?
After all, Christ made sure to let us know those
fellows were right on target with their teachings,
right? We wouldn’t want to misrepresent the
corporate position of the Church on anything,
now, would we?
Again, sort of like the legal language most
people have to abide by when they
work for a corporation: Any
position statements by the
employee must be vetted by
corporate legal and leadership
before it can go public.
Was there a legitimate reason for this? Probably. After
all, we know there were some
strange birds attracted by Mr.
Armstrong’s preaching. But
the membership carried this ‘prohibition’ to a
level I feel was counterproductive. We were told
not to talk to others about our calling. We were
told this would only infuriate them and alienate
them from God.
There is some truth in that position. For instance, there is a relatively small group centered
in the town I grew up in that follows one of
their leaders as a prophet. He is dead, and they
have gone above and beyond some who followed
Mr. Armstrong. They accept only what their
leader said. No new teachings or knowledge. None
of that heretical talk about changing things!
They have stopped growing in grace and knowledge. While most in the WCG offshoots have
not progressed that far yet, there are some who
do exactly the same thing.
Are you still following the old WCG directive
to keep your religion to yourself? How well are
you hiding your light? Are you still working diligently at making sure not one little ray can
escape? Are you still following the WCG atti-

N
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tude that only the ministers and the official corporate body can proclaim God’s message of the
coming of the Millennium? Or are you also personally proclaiming the truth of God’s word?
Do you engage others in conversations about
Scripture and God’s teaching? Do you call them
on false beliefs they proclaim as truth? Or do
you sit meekly by, allowing them to proclaim
their false beliefs as Biblical fact? And
hide your light?
God has given us a wealth of
knowledge. Mr. Armstrong was
somewhat egotistical in claiming
he learned everything directly
from God. For instance, the idea
the English-speaking peoples are
descendants of the tribe of Joseph
was well established before Mr.
Armstrong was born. And the
theory of a vast time gap between
Genesis 1:1 and 1:2 was also promulgated well before Mr. Armstrong was
even aware of his calling. But Mr. Armstrong was instrumental in getting
those teachings out to literally millions
of people. We were a part of that, and we still carry
that knowledge in our feeble little minds.
What are we doing with it??!! Is it sitting on a
shelf in our brain, waiting for some minister
from an offshoot of the WCG to tell us what we
already know so we can nod in agreement? As
some of the more base members of my industry
might comment, “What the f$*@ good are you?”
if that’s all you do with the pearls God has given
you. To the point, have you buried the talent
God gave you, knowing “I reap where I sowed
not and gather where I sowed not, and gather
where I have not strowed”? (Matthew 25:26).

10 strangers on the street,and see if they have
heard of whatever alphabet-mix church you happen to believe is proclaiming a great work. See if
they have heard. I guarantee at least 90% of
them will look at you and say, “What’s that?”
So, since it is demonstrably evident God is not
working to call or warn people via a great publicrelations presence, do you think it might be up
to you to take the bushel basket off your candle
and let it shine? Are you going to reach even
dozens of people? Nope. Ain’t gonna happen. But
you may impact one or two. And, since God has
closed the door of a public church presence, and
He has clearly put us individually in
the position of being tested
to see if we will follow
Him, maybe, just maybe,
we are responsible to
preach God’s message to
others INDIVIDUALLY!
What does this entail?
(1) BEING WISE! HWA was
absolutely correct when he said
we can’t beat people over the
head with God’s word. The stories of wives in
the Church who tried to convert their husbands
are legend. It didn’t work—because they were trying to force others to see what they saw.
If your neighbor asks you something that
leads to an answer based on God’s principles, by
all means answer using that logic. But don’t whip
out Scripture on him unless he’s interested. Let
him see you serve. Let him see you working on
the handicapped man’s house down the street.
And it might not hurt if you had to do it on a
Sabbath. Christ healed on the Sabbath and was
accused of working. Show them you follow the
second great command.
(2) BEING INVOLVED! What
if your neighbor only sees you
come home after work, or
mowing the lawn, and you
don’t even take the time to interact with him because he isn’t a
Church member? What kind of
message does that send?
Do we interact only in our
communities as a consumer?
Or are you part of the community? Do your neighbors know you? How can
they see your light if they don’t even know what
you believe, or do, or how you react to those in
need? Our collective ‘stay to ourselves’ attitude
serves only to harm us.
People are afraid of what they don’t understand.
And tribulation is coming. If you are different and
isolated, do you really think your neighbors will
stand up for you when times are tough?
But, if you interact with them, they can then
ask why you don’t eat pork chops. Or why you
don’t mow the lawn on Saturdays. Or why you
are against the path of a one world government.
Do not be afraid to stand up and be counted as one of
God’s chosen!
Yes, some may still hold to the notion that
you are a crazy and should be eradicated as soon
as society collapses. But most people will accept
that, while you may be different, you are just as
much a part of the community as they are.
Remember the parable of the talents! Don’t
be the last guy!

The work the Church did is gone! There
is not any combination, let alone any
single group, that puts out eight million
glossy print magazines a month!
The lines previous to this verse should be a
serious reminder that we have a part to play in
the ‘commission,’ as HWA would have put it.
Granted, he probably would have agreed with
the role of lay members in the church as ‘pay
and pray.’ We had a job to do while the WCG
was in place.
But the church is GONE! The work it was doing is GONE! I don’t care how much any minister
or group tries to fluff up their statistics, but
there is not any combination, let alone any
single group, that puts out eight million
glossy print magazines a month!
Did HWA preside over an impressive work?
You bet he did! He was a successful marketer
that God was able to use to put forth His message to the world and world leaders. Did he fulfill the goal of reaching the world? I don’t know,
and no human can. Only God knows if HWA
fulfilled that responsibility.
But the reality is no group is doing a substantial work now. Some will say they are, but you ask
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Founders omitted a Bill of Rights knowing it would limit freedom
Continued from page 1

constitutional. Instead of merely revising the old constitution, the delegates had written a new one.
They proposed that America trash
the weak government the old constitution had created and start a new one
with a new constitution that would
require individuals and states to give
up some of their liberties in exchange
for national unity, order and security.
The Bill of Rights limits freedom
Perception No. 2: But didn’t the
Constitution’s Bill of Rights enlarge
our individual freedoms?
Not in the eyes of the writers of our
Constitution. Most of them thought
that including a statement of individual rights in the Constitution would
only state what was so obvious that it
didn’t need to be written. So they did
not do it.
However, in response to a public
outcry for a “bill of rights,” such
rights were written in 1789 by the first
Congress to sit under this new Constitution, and ratified by the states as
amendments to that Constitution.
Compromise, not consensus
Perception No. 3: Our Constitution was the result of consensus.
Hardly. Our Constitution was the
result of “bargain and compromise.”
The delegates to the convention
were from so many varied backgrounds, they differed widely in their
behavior, customs and prejudices.
Friction was intense: South vs.
North, East vs. West, merchant vs.
farmer. Animosity ran so deep that a
danger was ever present that the convention might dissolve and the entire
project come undone.
When the convention finally completed its work in September 1787,
delegates were astonished that they
had achieved a new constitution.
Both George Washington and James
Madison used the word miracle to
describe the outcome.
The miracle was the result of that
process in which American politicians
have proved so adept: compromise.
Delegates had to compromise on
many things, starting with what kind of
government they would have, and then
whether there should be a chief executive and, ultimately, the most important
compromise of all: how the states
would be represented in Congress.
Compromise worked in each instance and continued to work for four
grueling months.
Bargain and compromise—not always what any of the sides of an issue
wanted, but what each was willing to
accept to get a constitution and remain a union—are what led to our
Constitution.
Rancor among factions
Perception No. 4: Ratification
was undisputed. After all, didn’t all
13 states ratify?
Only nine of the 13 states were
required by the new Constitution to
ratify it and make it binding on all.
Rhode Island and North Carolina
did not ratify until well after the
Constitution was adopted by the
other 11 states.
Some of those 11 states ratified by
very close votes and only after much
rancor.
Every state had powerful factions
that opposed the Constitution. Those
who opposed, in the early stages of
ratification, probably outnumbered
those who supported.
Several states that ratified did so
with accompanying demands for
amendments. Opposition was greatest

in Massachusetts, Virginia and New
York, all of which ratified by narrow
margins and after heated debate.

gates were not ready to trust full
responsibility of governing to the
mob: the people.

Founding fathers were
not a set group
Perception No. 5: The Constitution was written by our founding fathers.
Are you sure? We speak of “founding fathers” as though they were a
specific group of men who lived at
one moment in history who conceived all our ideas of liberty and
government and who spoke with one
voice in formulating the principles of
government by which we live.
But the names signed to the U.S.
Constitution in 1787 are not all the
same names signed to the Declaration
of Independence 11 years earlier.
And those names are not the same
as those signed off on the Articles of
Confederation (1781), five years after
the Declaration, and those are not the
same as those signed at the Continental Association of 1774, two years
before the Declaration.
In fact, there is only one name that
appears on all four documents: Roger
Sherman of Connecticut.
Any list of our founding fathers
would have to include many who
played key roles in our liberty and
government well before, and well
after, the writing of the Constitution,
and some who were active at the time
of the Constitution’s writing.
Such men included Thomas Jefferson and John Adams, who did not
participate in the writing, and some
like Patrick Henry, James Monroe
and John Hancock, who actively opposed the new document.
Even 16 of the 55 delegates who
participated in the Constitutional

Not interested in one
person one vote
Perception No. 7: “One person
one vote” is a fundamental principle
of our government.
Not really. To elect a president, the
number of electors—and votes—accorded each state by the Constitution
is equal to the number of representatives from that state serving in
Congress.
For each state that number starts
with two: the state’s two senators. To
that number is added the number of
that state’s representatives serving in
the House of Representatives.
Since each state starts with two
votes, the smaller states end up with
slightly more clout per capita than do
the larger states.
As a result, when electing a president nowadays, when a state’s electors are determined by popular vote in
that state, not by the state legislature
as it used to be, a citizen’s vote in
Delaware counts more than one in
Georgia, which counts more than one
in New York.
In a one-person one-vote government Al Gore would have won the
presidency in 2004 rather than George
Bush, since Mr. Gore got more oneperson votes, a meaningless calculation under our Constitution.
Lincoln’s speech not an
official document
Perception No. 8: The Constitution created a government “of the people, by the people and for the people.”
Those words are from Lincoln’s
“Gettysburg Address,” yet we hear

machine, one that allows us to satisfy
the inevitable political forces within
our society while maintaining a high
degree of individual freedom along
with a high degree of personal and
national security.
It is the result of mankind’s experience and intellect, not of religious
ideology.

A FOUNDING FATHER—Benjamin Franklin is depicted by Joseph-Siffrein Duplessis
in this oil on canvas from about 1785.

who thought so the avenue through
which the laws could be changed in
Congress or in the individual states’
legislatures.
As to religious qualification, the
separation of church and state had already been well established in America. The convention did not even take
this matter up.
As to acknowledging God in the
Constitution, it was inappropriate,
because this was a tool for governing,
not a statement of philosophy. It differed from the Declaration of Independence, which was a call for rebellion, not a tool for governing.
I find it interesting that the Christian right today seems to want to
claim the Constitution as an extension
of holy writ, when, during ratification
more than 200 years ago, they would

‘Of the people, by the people and for the people’ is words
from Lincoln’s “Gettysburg Address,” yet we hear them
quoted as though they were from an official document.’
Convention itself chose, in the end,
not to sign their names to it, some in
outright protest.
We should speak of our founding
fathers only in the broadest of contexts, since they did not speak with
one voice or at one moment in history.
They were, in the words of Indiana
Jones, making all this up as they went
along, with different participants and
opinions entering and exiting the
stage of American history.
Their opinions would range across
such a wide spectrum of ideology that
it’s virtually implausible to say something like: “Our founding fathers would
never have agreed with . . .” because,
indeed, some of them would have.
Convention not interested
in democracy
Perception No. 6: The Constitution established the United States as a
democracy.
Contrariwise, the Constitution established a republic, not a democracy.
In a democracy the people decide
every issue. In a republic it’s not the
people who decide, but representatives of the people.
During the early years of the
United States, its government was
properly described as republican, not
democratic.
To the members of the Constitutional Convention the word democracy signified anarchy. To them the
Greek word demos did not mean the
people. It meant the mob. Most dele-

Phoning, faxing or writing
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main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for voice mail is
1-866-949-7294. Leave a message at either number and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-488-6603
and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other articles. Or write
info@thejournal.org or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

them quoted as though they were
from an official document of our government.
A government of the people and by
the people is a concept that would
have been questioned by most of the
constitutional delegates in 1787. By
their standards, qualification for participation in government was high. It
was not for the common man.
Concern about the eventual influence of the masses disturbed James
Madison, who urged, in effect, that
the rich in America put up impediments to restrict the poor from gaining power, since power in their hands
could be dangerous.
For the people? Yes. Of and by the
people? Probably not.
Opposite of Judeo-Christianity
Perception No. 9: Citizens in
1787 recognized the Constitution was
based on Judeo-Christian principles.
It was quite the opposite. One faction that opposed the Constitution,
especially in Virginia, was what we
might today call “the Christian right.”
Those folks wanted the Constitution to take a stand against slavery
beyond merely outlawing the importation of slaves after 1808.
They also wanted religious qualification for government offices. They
feared Roman Catholics and pagans
gaining positions of authority in government.
And they wanted God to be acknowledged in the words of the Constitution.
However, as to slavery, the Constitutional Convention was not a legislative body, convened to make laws.
The convention delegates were not
out to reform society but to create a
mechanism that would allow society
to reform itself.
If slavery violated our concepts of
freedom and the rights of man, then
the Constitution would provide those

likely have opposed our Constitution
as profane and secular.
Referenced Locke and Priestley,
not Jesus and Paul
Perception No. 10: Our Constitution is based on scriptural example
and authority.
No. In their debates, the delegates
to our Constitutional Convention
made no consequential reference to
the Ten Commandments, the laws of
Leviticus and Deuteronomy, the
governments of the kingdoms of
Israel or Judah or the teachings of
Christ or Paul.
The conventioneers did, however,
make consequential references to the
governments of ancient Athens and
Rome and current-day England and
the ideas of liberty espoused by the
philosophers of the Enlightenment—
Locke, Somers, Vattel, Priestley—
and their arguments about the law of
nature, man in a state of nature, and
the compact between ruler and ruled.
In the end, our union of sovereign
states was not like anything the world
had ever seen, either in scriptural or in
secular history.
There is no God-approved
system of government
Perception No. 11: The writers of
the Constitution were Christian, therefore their work had to be Christian.
Hm. If a person of faith creates
a secular instrument, even one of
monumental consequence, he may
do so without invoking any spiritual
principle.
The internal-combustion engine,
for instance, is but a clever application of the physical properties of
materials. Just as there is no Godapproved process for invention, there
is no God-approved system of government.
Like Ford’s engine, the U.S. Constitution is but a cleverly devised

They did not ask for God’s
help as a group
Perception No. 12: Convention
delegates sought God’s help in conceiving our government.
As a group, they did not.
At one contentious time in the proceedings, Ben Franklin hoped to quell
dissension and proposed that a chaplain open the convention every morning with prayer.
He reminded the delegates how at
the start of the war with England the
Continental Congress had prayed for
divine protection.
Franklin’s motion failed. Several
delegates feared that calling in a clergyman so late into the convention’s
deliberations might lead the public to
suspect dissensions in the convention.
But the real reason was there were
no funds for engaging a chaplain.
(One might reasonably ask why didn’t
these delegates just take turns offering daily prayer themselves.)
But they were affected by their
beliefs and training
Perception No. 13: Conventioneers were influenced by personal spiritual convictions.
Perhaps they were. In an apparent
contradiction to the events and statements made by the delegates at the
convention, Ms. Bowen states in
Miracle at Philadelphia:
“ . . . There sat no delegate whose
ideas of government or political philosophy were not profoundly influenced by his religious beliefs and
training.”
Ms. Bowen does not expound on
this statement and does not show how
any delegate was so influenced.
Nor is such influence evident in the
words of the Constitution itself. We
see no direct correlation between any
delegate’s spoken opinion or vote on
an issue during the convention and
his religious beliefs and training.
It’s accepted that George Washington, president of the convention, always privately called on God to help,
whether it was when he was nominated as commander in chief of the
Army, as president of the Constitutional Convention or as president of
the United States.
Did the other delegates do likewise? If they did, did God answer
with this idea of our republic?
If He did render such a response,
could He not have given the same
answer years earlier, when the failed
Articles of Confederation were being
written?
Or could He not have directed that
a republic be set up as the government
of Israel in the time of Samuel?
No more than ordinarily spiritual
Perception No. 14: Conventioneers were men of higher than ordinary
spiritual standing.
It is not evident that these men
were any more spiritual than the
members of our current Congress.
The conventioneers did believe in
God—the majority of them believed
in the Christian God—and certain
qualities of superb behavior stood out
for the group as a whole.
Consider the following:
Positive traits
Perseverance: The summer of
1787 in Philadelphia was torturously
hot. The delegates faced one difficult
challenge after another and spent
weeks tottering on the brink of dissolution as they ventured into the unknown territory of uniting sovereign
states under one government.
Yet most of the delegates saw the
See U.S. NOT FOUNDED, page 28
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project through to its end.
Poise: They operated under intense pressure. The Western world was
watching. Fellow citizens were anxious.
Also, what they were doing was
actually illegal: outside the bounds of
their country’s current constitution—
which they had pledged to uphold—
and beyond the scope of the mission
prescribed to them by Congress.
Yet these men slowly and deliberately
considered the profound influence the
government they were
creating would have
upon their time and
future generations.
Public silence
Discipline: All
the men honored their
commitment to public silence for the four
months the convenPhil Haynes
tion was underway.
Even when debate
was most intense, the press was reduced to reporting that all was cordial.
Suppression of self-interest: Most
members of the convention were
politicians through and through, yet a
minimum of political self-serving or
showing off was in evidence.
There was no grab for power by
any one faction, in spite of the discord
that prevailed much of the time.
Nor was there any evidence that
these men allowed their economic or
personal interests to influence their
actions.

with another at computer-age speed.
Then they could calmly either
overwhelm the opposition, or reassure it.
Humble, incorruptible,
non-Christian
But spiritual character? Maybe it
was evident in one man, George
Washington, president of the convention. He was self-disciplined, humble
and incorruptible (and
non-Christian).
Washington’s mere
presence kept the process
going, just as his presence had kept the beleaguered army together
throughout those awful
years of war.
Though unanimously
elected president of the
convention, Gen. Washington did not take undue
advantage of his position. He did not even express a point of view
until the last day.
Washington’s character was so
well established that there were citizens ready to support the Constitution
sight unseen because he had helped
write it.
We are still living with the effects
of Washington’s character on the
office of president.
Since everyone at the convention
assumed Washington would in some
manner sit at the head of the new government, the delegates probably gave
the president under the new Constitution more power than they would

Our presidents and other government officials freely profess their
faith, sometimes to millions in televised events. Houses of worship proliferate our landscape. Our airwaves
are full of evangelism.
Under a government built on Christian principles, there would have to be
restrictions on all of this.
Christian Taliban
Religious discipline requires that
we order our lives by religious convictions.
Therefore a government operating
under such convictions would have to
eliminate those practices and eliminate the people who do not share our
convictions—all based on the government’s interpretation of scripture.
We would have a Christian Taliban.
But under our secular government
all citizens are free to be as righteous
as Moses or Christ or Buddha teaches
one to be. We are free to use the
media and our personal testimony to
convert others.
No governing principle of our secular Constitution prevents the entire
nation from being righteous by scriptural standards. Our secular government does not get in the way. A religious government would.
“It’s not what we don’t know that
hurts us,” sagely commented Will
Rogers. “It’s what we do know, but
ain’t so.”

Go ahead and dig
My conclusions are reached through
brief, nonscholarly research. However,
I have probably looked more deeply into
this matter than 99
Ideas, not
percent of the peopersonalities
‘It’s not what we don’t know that hurts ple who are so eager
to proclaim that our
Willingness to let
us,’ sagely commented Will Rogers. ‘It’s nation was built on
ideas, not personaliChristian principles.
ties, prevail: If the new
what we do know, but ain’t so.’
If you would
government could be
like to dig deeper
called a revolution, it
carried an advantage few revolutions have given had there not been a man than I have, there is much opportunity, including the four volumes of The
have had: No one leader swept it into of his character available.
Records of the Federal Convention
being.
by Max Farrand; Documents IllustraThe convention delegates let them- Not a particularly holy project
From my brief research, it does not tive of the Formation of the Union of
selves be swayed by men of thought
and historical perspective, not by men appear that the Constitution was American States by C.C. Tansill; The
based on Judeo-Christian principles, Delegate From New York (notes by
of political charisma.
Vision: The small group includ- or that God directed the writing of the John Lansing); The Federal and State
ed some of the great visionaries of all Constitution, or that those who did Constitutions (seven volumes) by
F.N. Thorpes; Letters of the Members
times. Washington, Franklin, Madi- write it were particularly holy.
I say this as one who is convicted of the Continental Congress (eight
son, Hamilton, Mason and Morris
were among the most prominent of of the gospel message of Jesus Christ volumes), E.C. Burnett; Documents
these who could envision a republic and who has supported the spreading of American History, Henry Steele
Commager; and Heritage of America,
such as the world had never seen. And of that gospel to the world.
I know of no better government Commager and Allan Nevin.
they could inspire others to see it and
Also there are the 39 volumes of
under which that Christian mission
believe it could happen.
Genius: People like Hamilton, could be carried out than this non- The Writings of George Washington by
Franklin and Madison were simply Christian, non-Muslim, non-Hindu, John C. Fitzpatrick; the nine volumes
brilliant. They had the power to grasp nonpagan government of the United of The Writings of James Madison by
Gaillard Hunt and the seven volumes
any subject under discussion, to run States of America.
I think the prophets and apostles of of The Papers of Alexander Hamilton
through their vast memory banks and
by Jacob E. Cooke.
compare one political system or idea Scripture would agree.
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Notes and quotes
Does the Holy Spirit have
personality?
RESTON, Va.—Didactic
Ministries has several articles
and study papers available on
its Web site, at didacticministries.org.
They include “The God
Family Controversy,” “The
Personality of the Holy Spirit,”
“The Question of Women’s
Rights” and “Work of the Holy
Spirit in the OT.”
Operated by Rick Hoot,
Didactic Ministries began in
2006 to “provide Christian education to an ever-expanding
audience.”
Sharing analysis
KENSINGTON, Conn.—F.
Paul Haney’s Web site, cfministries.org, is “trying to make a
difference in this world by sharing the good message of God
via research and analysis, with
as many as have ears to hear.
We believe that all doctrine
must agree with the plain word
of God in context.”
Mr. Haney’s Christ Fellowship
Ministries has many articles
posted, including “NT Textual
Corruption,” “Humpty-Dumpty
Theology,” “Debate!,” “Can God
Die?” and “Exposé of Genesis
1:26.”
The purpose of Mr. Haney’s
ministry is to “declare biblical
truth as best we understand it
via research and analysis.”
Write CFM, P.O. Box 337,
Kensington, Conn. 06037,
U.S.A., or cfministries@att.net.
The minds of Christians
BASINGSTOKE, England—
The March-April 2014 issue of
New Horizons is out. Its articles
include “In the Tracks of Israel.”
Editor James McBride
includes an announcement for
“All Internet Users!”
The Churches of God
Outreach Ministries Web site,
he said, “lists over a hundred
Bible-based articles which
address issues frequently on
the minds of Christians.
“You may download any, or
request print copies.
“There is, too, a section of
online audio sermons, links to
associated groups, back issues
of New Horizons and an online
magazine for our younger
readers.”
For more information write
Churches of God Outreach
Ministries at P.O. Box 25250,
6 Slington House, Rankine Road,
Basingstoke RG24 8PH, U.K.;
or CGOM, P.O. Box 54621,
Tulsa, Okla. 74155, U.S.A.; or
CGOM, P.O. Box 476, Don Mills
Station, Ont. M3C 2T4, Canada.
Shape up or ship
out, Wikipedia
WODEN, Australia—Wade
Cox’s Christian Churches of
God has a statement about
Wikipedia, the Internet-based
encyclopedia, posted at his
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Web site, www.ccg.org.
Coordinator General Cox is
critical of Wikipedia and
expresses his opinion that the
encyclopedia doesn’t get its
facts right.
“Some of the views expressed
in Wikipedia
are just plain
wrong such as
the article on
Shemita [year
of release]
which is based
on a rabbinical
49-year jubilee
which is
unbiblical,
unhistorical
Wade Cox
and based on
the post-Temple period rabbinical reconstruction . . .”
Unfortunately, he said, Wikipedia’s editorial policy is “under
the control of a variable committee and its editors are often unqualified in the subject they edit.”
Write the CCG at P.O. Box
369, Woden, A.C.T. 2606,
Australia, or P.O. Box 1537,
Blue Springs, Mo. 64013, U.S.A.
Or secretary@ccg.org.
Emergency housing
PORT AUSTIN, Mich.—In
July 2014 the “homeless ministry” founded by Norman
Edwards and friends will have
been in operation for four years,
Mr. Edwards announced.
In an article in the winter
2014 Shepherd’s Voice magazine, he said 255 “guests” have
stayed with the Port Austin Bible
Campus (PABC), which
includes 106 men, 89 women
and 60 children.
Their average length of stay
is 80 days.
“At present we only have 12
people here,” he said, “but more
are planning to come.”
The greatest need for “emergency housing” occurs in early
spring and late fall, he said.
He mentioned the need for
“Christian mentors” to assist in
the operation of the ministry.
For more information call
(989) 738-7774 or write
pabc@portaustin.net.
To subscribe to Shepherd’s
Voice write P.O. Box 474, Port
Austin, Mich. 48467, U.S.A., or
svm@portaustin.net.
To send Bible-related
questions for possible answer
in print or online, write Mr.
Edwards at asknorm@
shepherdsvoicemagazine.org.
En Dor, what’s that secret
you’re keeping?
CHARLOTTE, N.C.—The
Church of the Great God,
founded by John and Evelyn
Ritenbaugh, offers articles and
audio recordings at cgg.org.
Articles include “Fully Man
and Fully God?” Audios include
“What Happened at En Dor?”
Visit the Web site or write
P.O. Box 471846, Charlotte,
N.C. 28247, U.S.A.
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