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Tulsa pastor retires, new
pastor’s coming on board

T

ULSA, Okla.—Lawrence Gregory is in the process of retiring
from the pastorate of the Tulsa
Church of God.
Mr. Gregory’s decision to turn the
responsibilities of shepherding the
flock over to another man comes after
almost 20 years in the Tulsa pulpit.
Stepping up to
the plate will be 65year-old Steve Andrews, a longtime elder in the Tulsa fellowship and before
that a member of the
Church of God International and Worldwide Church of God.
“I’m still a minister and still will be Lawrence
able to teach and Gregory
preach and maybe
some other things,” Mr. Gregory, 72,
told THE JOURNAL.
“The main reason I wanted to step
down is I wanted to do it while I was
still able to function clearly.
“This transition has been under
consideration for a couple of years,
but I was holding off until we found
someone who could and would be
able to serve as the pastor.”
The new man, Mr. Andrews, is an
engineer in the oil industry but will
work as a pastor “full time in his part
time,” as Mr. Gregory put it.
Mr. Gregory has similarly stayed
busy with two jobs over the years, as a
family counselor in funeral homes while
serving full time as the Tulsa pastor.

“Steve has been one of our regular
speakers for years,” he said. “He and I
conduct the Passover together. He, I
and Barnabas Grayson, the three of
us, rotate as speakers.
“Steve is a longtime member of the
church. He knows what it’s about:
doctrines, sound principles of preaching and practice.”
The Tulsa Church
of God spun off
from the Worldwide
Church of God in
1979. It affiliated in
the early ’80s with
the Church of God
International. In the
’90s, Mr. Gregory
said, it dropped the
Steve
CGI affiliation, “but
Andrews
we remain on good
terms with CGI, as
well as WCG and United and many of
the groups.”
The Tulsa Church of God is a founding member of the Churches of God
Outreach Ministries, made up of several independent congregations.
The congregation has five deacons,
five deaconesses and three elders as
well as a 12-member board of directors.
“God has blessed us with good servants, good converted laymen,” Mr.
Gregory concluded.
For an article about Mr. Andrews
going to prison for his religious beliefs, see “Heavyweight Champ Helped
Spring New Tulsa Pastor in ’71,” beginning on this page of THE JOURNAL.
See also tulsachurchofgod.net.

Heavyweight champ helped
spring new Tulsa pastor in ’71
By Dixon Cartwright
ULSA, Okla.—It was early in
1971 when 23-year-old Steve
Andrews, as of 2014 the new
pastor of the Tulsa Church of God,
stood nervously before U.S. district
judge Luther Bohannon in Oklahoma City on a charge of refusing
induction into the armed forces.
Judge Bohannon, after a brief
juryless trial, sent the fledgling Worldwide Church of God member to a
federal penitentiary in El Reno,
Okla., for declining to take the oath
of allegiance during what was supposed to be his conscription into the
U.S. Army.
The charge: draft evasion. The
sentence: five years in the clink.

T

Still a CO
Mr. Andrews, 65 and the father of
nine children, would do a few things
differently if he could go through the
induction process again, he says, although he would still declare himself a conscientious objector.
“I made some technical mistakes
in the paperwork I submitted to my
draft board in Tulsa,” Mr. Andrews
recalled in an interview in November 2001 after a Sabbath service at
the Tulsa Church of God, where Mr.
Andrews served as an elder and, in
2014, as pastor.
“Some of the things I wrote to my
draft board led them to believe that I

was not truly honest in wanting to be
a CO [conscientious objector].”
Clean and unclean
Another mistake he made was
lecturing to the woman in charge of
the draft board about clean and
unclean meats.
“That didn’t go over very well,”
remembered Mr. Andrews. “She
said, ‘I’m going to keep eating Spam
no matter what somebody like you
tells me.’ ”
In 1971 Americans were still
fighting the Vietnam War against the
North Vietnamese and Viet Cong,
although by the early ’70s Americans’ stomach for the war was upset.
By then picketing, sit-ins and
other demonstrations of protest
against the military and government
were in full swing. The antiwar
movement gained momentum and
decibels.
Yet the Tulsa draft board and
many politicians including Judge
Bohannon were not sympathetic
with those who objected to the war
and the draft.
Young WCG member
Mr. Andrews joined the Worldwide Church of God on his own,
although his mother was a reader of
The Plain Truth magazine, published by the WCG. WCG elder
See EVENTS IN 1971, page 23

The Journal’s
Feast listing
starts now

T
Tulsa church’s new sign
OKLAHOMA CONGREGATION—The Tulsa (Okla.) Church of God, at 14509
E. Marshall St., at the corner of North 145th East Avenue and East Marshall
Street between Pine Street and Admiral Place, meets each Sabbath at 1 p.m.
Pictured is the Tulsa congregation’s building and new sign. See two related articles on this page. One is about outgoing and incoming pastors of the Tulsa
church. The other is an article about the new pastor’s experience of being imprisoned for his religious beliefs in 1971. [Photo by Ray Kurr]

HE JOURNAL lists contact information, locations and
dates of the Feast of Tabernacles observances for 2014 beginning in this issue on page 18.
If you haven’t already, you’re
invited to send your information to
THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020,
Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it
to 1-888-488-6603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days
in the date.
For example, many observances this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

Though sometimes frustrated, CGFF pastor
predicts eventual gathering into ‘one group’
By Dixon Cartwright
lton “Don” Billingsley says he
feels frustrated sometimes because things haven’t worked out
the way members of the Radio/Worldwide Church of God thought they
would in the
1950s and ’60s.
But a higher
purpose is directing events and
no doubt is right
on schedule, he
believes.
Mr. Billingsley, 88, who first
attended Sabbath services
with the RCG in Don Billingsley
1953, pastors one
of the few Church of God groups he
believes are still faithful to the teachings and doctrines espoused by RCG/
WCG founder Herbert W. Armstrong.
As such, the Church of God Faithful Flock (CGFF), based in Valley
Springs, Calif., looks on Mr. Arm-
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strong, who died in 1986, as God’s
apostle and the end-time Elijah who
helped pave the way, during this end
time, for the Second Coming.
Mr. Billingsley, born near the small
community of Doyle, Okla., in 1926,
served in the U.S. Army infantry in
Germany in World War II.
He first made contact with Mr.
Armstrong’s ministry and Ambassador College in 1953.
He moved from Oklahoma to Pasadena, Calif., to work for the church
and college that same year.
AC business manager Vern Mattson hired him as the official college
chauffeur after the Feast of Tabernacles in 1953, which Mr. Billingsley
and his wife, Madeline, attended in
Big Sandy, Texas.
Mr. Billingsley was ordained a deacon in 1957 and a local elder in ’58.
Friends with Richard Armstrong
He became close friends with Mr.
Armstrong’s son Richard David Armstrong.

In 1958 Mr. Billingsley and Richard
were on a baptizing tour in central
California when Mr. Armstrong was
gravely injured in an automobile accident while Mr. Billingsley was driving.
Mr. Armstrong died from his injuries.
Three years with UCG
Mr. Billingsley continued as an employee, sometimes as a pastor, in the
Radio/Worldwide Church of God, from
1974 till 1995. He then affiliated with
the new United Church of God, where
he served as an elder for three years.
After his stay in United, he was for
two years a member of the Church of
God an International Community,
with David Hulme as pastor.
Then Mr. Billingsley founded the
Church of God Established in Modesto and, most recently, the Church
of God Faithful Flock.
March 2014 interview
This writer for THE JOURNAL and
Mr. Billingsley visited by phone on
See SOJOURNS, page 4

Continuing COG moving into Africa
The writer is founder and president of the Continuing Church of
God, based in Southern California.
By Bob Thiel
RROYO GRANDE, Calif.—
The Continuing Church of
God, in conjunction with support from the Christian Church of
God of Grand Junction, Colo., conducted a conference for Church of
God leaders in Nairobi, Kenya, in
April 2014.
The conference, which included
Church of God leaders from Kenya
and Tanzania, officially ran April 1-2,
with additional meetings before and
after those dates.
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The conference was intended to on my journey from California to
clarify true from false leaders in Africa.
I had the privilege of baptizing a
East Africa and to “teach the teachman from Mozambique
ers” so they can better
in London on Friday,
teach others.
March 29, then conductEast Africa is one of the
ing Sabbath services for
places where Jesus has a
the first time for the Conlot of disciples. Unlike Eutinuing Church of God in
rope and North America,
the United Kingdom on
Internet access is much
Saturday.
more limited in Africa, so,
On Sunday morning I
to better fulfill Matthew
flew from London to Nai24:14 and 28:19-20, a
robi, Kenya.
physical conference for
Late Sunday night the
Church of God leaders in Bob Thiel
church’s regional pastor,
East Africa was convened.
The meeting began after I made a Evans Ochieng, and his wife, Rose (a
two-day stop in the United Kingdom
See KENYANS, page 8
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Letters from our readers
Correction
hanks for the article published
in the recent issue of THE
JOURNAL [“2013 Was a Successful Year for the LCG” in issue No.
159]. I hope it will keep the scattered
brethren acquainted with the activities
of the Living Church of God.
However, there was a mistake in
the first paragraph where you stated
that we had income of $47 million for
2013.
I wish that was the case, but unfortunately it’s not. Apparently you
added our U.S. income ($18.4 million) to our expected total income of
$25 million, producing your $47 million figure.
Perhaps a correction is in order.
I wish you all a most rewarding Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread.
Dexter Wakefield
Charlotte, N.C.
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First abortion, now makeup
Mr. Armstrong, God’s end-time Elijah, warned this nation and the world,
but the world in general knew him not
(Ezekiel 9:1-11).
Because of abortion in the U.S.A.
that is now 50 million and still count-

The Christian Passover
Are those who observe the Passover, renaming it Communion, on a
monthly, weekly or more-frequent
basis guilty of the death of Jesus? Do
they eat and drink condemnation to
themselves? (1 Corinthians 11:27-29).
That’s not for me to say, but the
admonition is as follows: Individuals
must determine whether what they are
doing is proper when they eat the
bread and drink from the cup (see
verse 28).
With this in mind, Christians who
observe God’s Passover know they
are observing Jesus’ death at the right

We have always explained that it has to be annually since the Passover
is celebrated annually.
But, since it wasn’t
the Passover, what
does that mean for
how often it can be celebrated? Would that be
still tied to once a year, or
more often as the Protestant churches have it?
This obviously was a
church function. 1 Corinthians 11:33: “Therefore,
my brethren, when you
come together to eat, wait for one
another.
In the Jewish Messianic church I
visited a couple of times they had the
bread and wine at each service. A man
and woman came up to the stage during a specific time and spoke a blessing over the bread and wine and partook of it. Then after the service everyone was invited to take a little piece.
But it was not always the same man
and woman since they gave this
opportunity to all the church members
on a rotating basis.
I believe Dan’s research is correct

‘God’s people must repent for leaving Christ’s spiritual
church, then begin a reconciliation process to become
one church again, and then finish the work.’
ing, our “land is full of blood” and
those claiming to follow Mr. Armstrong could[n’t] care less, it seems.
They truly are not “sighing and crying” for all these abominations we see
in the U.S.A. and the U.K.!
In fact, they are catering to these
modern-day Jezebels by allowing
them to wear makeup in their very
own fellowships. How hypocritical
and disgusting!
Woe unto you, you false unconverted “church of god” phonies!
Wake up!
Don Wheatley
Via the Internet
Confidential to ‘A Friend’
I have again placed the study that I
did five years ago (“The Two Leavened Wave Loaves: Firstfruits Unto
the LORD”) in this issue of THE JOURNAL [on page 12] with some edits.
After the first placement of this
study you sent me a study of Brian’s.
I am very familiar with Brian and his
studies. We have some different conclusions. At this time I still stand by
my conclusions.
Friends do not withhold their
names. As you withheld your name, I
was unable to respond to you, which
could have been of mutual benefit.
G. Joan Henderson
Edmonds, Wash.

time and with a right, unleavened, attitude of sincerity and truth (1 Corinthians 5:8).
Leslie A. Turvey
Via the Internet
Daniel Botha’s article prompts
more questions
Regarding Dan Botha’s article “To
Kill a Lamb Takes Time, Therefore
14th Passover Impossible” [issue No.
159, dated Feb. 28, 2014]:
This was a very interesting article
that brought out some of the questions
that had been niggling in my mind and
were never satisfactorily answered.
One was why was there no lamb
ever mentioned on the Last Supper if
it was truly a Passover meal? Only
bread and wine and sop. I assume sop
was some type of meat juice or gravy.
The other was the discrepancy in
the dates between Jesus’ supposed last
Passover and the Jews’. But Dan
explains this all clearly.
However, this does bring to mind
that, since what we always thought
was Christ’s last Passover was actually the Lord’s Supper, as so many
mainstream Christians assert, does
that mean we can partake of the
Lord’s Supper as often as we wish?
As 1 Corinthians 11:26 says: “For
as often as you eat this bread and
drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s
death till He comes.”

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-4886603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
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and we as Churches of God must
change accordingly.
Tina Engelbart
Superior, Colo.
A hug for Linda
It’s always great when I get a new
copy of THE JOURNAL. Give Linda a hug,
and I hope this finds you both well.
Tom Williams
Laceys Spring, Ala.
Mr. Armstrong speaks out
Regarding “Mr. Armstrong Speaks
Out on the New Morality,” issue No.
157, dated Dec. 31, 2013:
I want to congratulate you on running the reprint of the old Plain Truth
article in regards to the current Sturm
und Drang [about homosexuality] that
has been going on in the pages of THE
JOURNAL.
Whenever I see these back-and-forthings and to-and-froings, I usually
don’t get involved (with the exception
of responding to Tina Engelbart’s
original column because I felt she did
a grave disservice to the many contributions the women in the Church
made when I was growing up).
When I do glance through the responses, reactions and rebuttals to the
rebuttals, it’s with a vague bemusement and a series of questions.
A. “Is this what the Church used to
teach, before the apostasy?”
If the answer is no, then whatever
the current calendar debacle, or “doctrinal” debate, is can safely be ignored. Proceed to step C.
B. What did the Church used to
teach about this, whatever it is we’re
arguing about now?
Determining the answer to this can
shed a lot more light on whatever is
being bandied about like a very hot
(and often political) potato—and is
usually achieved by checking the old
literature and sermons.
The next question to ask is the final
and most important one, because the

Please notice

iews stated in any article, letter, editorial, essay or other feature in THE JOURNAL
are those of the writers or sources quoted by the writers and should not be
viewed as the official position of any group or organization, nor do they necessarily reflect the views of anyone on the staff of THE JOURNAL. Articles, letters and features are presented in the interest of furthering communication and discussion among
readers of this newspaper. JOURNAL readers are invited to submit letters and articles of
response to JOURNAL articles they agree with or disagree with.
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Church always told us to “prove all
things!”
C. What does Scripture say about
this? As other correspondents to the
letters section have noted, the key to
avoiding these controversies, debates
and arguments is to be “of one mind”
as the Church always tried to be.
This is most easily accomplished
by referring to Church literature and
modern translations (not paraphrases)
of the Bible.
Interestingly, most modern translations of Scripture now agree more
with the Church’s original teachings
than the KJV does!
To see the original doctrines and
teachings of God’s true Church being
given more attention once again is
definitely a positive step in the right
direction. Do keep it up!
Velvet Delorey
Corner Brook, Nfld., Canada
The Last Supper
What about the Last Supper? Maybe this gives well-meaning Christians
hope that they can continue to keep
the Last Supper as often as they, their
church and their leaders say they
should.
Jesus said He would not eat “any
more [of the Passover] until it be fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”
If you are keeping it (in spite of
what Jesus said, no matter at what frequency), you know for sure that Jesus
is not in your observance and you are
keeping it without him.
We see that the Last Supper that
Jesus kept with His apostles, and the
betrayal by Judas and the subsequent
arrest of Jesus, was done after the eating of the Last Supper on the 10th of
Nisan, and He was incarcerated from
the 10th to the 14th so that all these
trials and examinations of Him could
be made.
This is the amount of time that God
allotted for Jesus to be found perfect.
Therefore we see that the Last Supper was on Nisan 10, not on Passover
night (the 14th).
Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.
Politically tired
Being retired, I have the time to
travel quite a bit. On Sabbath I attend
services at whatever COG church is in
that area.
I’m surprised at how many independent congregations there are.
When I ask why they want to be independent rather than belong to a larger
COG offshoot, I get the same answer:
They are tired of COG politics.
Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.
Finish the work
God’s people must “repent” for
leaving Christ’s spiritual church, then
begin a “reconciliation process” to
become “one” church once again--and
then FINISH THE WORK that began
through Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong.
Charlotte M. Stith
Boise, Idaho
Location of AC library
On the back page of issue No. 157
in “Notes and quotes,” the article
about the demolition of the AC library
has a slight error. It states, “The building was on Orange Grove Boulevard”
in Pasadena.
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Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $55 for 24 issues. Please remit
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a postal money order.

The library was not on Orange
Grove but about a half block off that
boulevard on what at the time I was in
Pasadena was Grove Street. It was
later closed as a street, as were several other streets that crossed the campus back in the 1960s.
The 360 and 380 Grove Street apartments were on the opposite side of the
street from the library.
Horst Obermeit
Kenly, N.C.
Repent! Repent!
Will the churches repent and begin
to teach from Leviticus 27:31 that it is
an option to pay a tithe in money and
if you do you must add 20 percent?
Will the churches ever understand
that the word feasts in Leviticus 23:1-4
should be “appointed times” (NASB)
to avoid contradicting Exodus 23:1416, which names three feasts, not three
seasons, and God’s appointed times in
Leviticus 23 include not just feasts but
the annual sabbaths and the weekly
Sabbath (verse 3)?
David Rydholm
Olympia, Wash.
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Columns and commentary

Does Matthew 5:48 mean to be sinless?
The writer attends the Church of
God Big Sandy.
By Reginald Killingley
IG SANDY, Texas—Matthew
5:48 is one of the best-known
and oft-quoted verses in the
New Testament: “Be perfect, therefore,
as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
Yet this command to be perfect
strikes us as such a tall, perhaps impossible, order that we often soften the
“Be” to “Become” (without linguistic
justification).
The verse is
commonly quoted by itself, in
isolation. Hence
the problem. In
doing this, we
remove the verse
from the context
that explains its
meaning.

B

Reach out and
Reginald Killingley
slap someone?
The context begins in verse 38:
“ ‘You have heard that it was said,
“Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.”
“ ‘But I tell you, do not resist an
evil person. If anyone slaps you on the
right cheek, turn to them the other
cheek also. And if anyone wants to sue
you and take your shirt, hand over
your coat as well. If anyone forces you
to go one mile, go with them two
miles. Give to the one who asks you,
and do not turn away from the one
who wants to borrow from you.
“ ‘You have heard that it was said,
“Love your neighbor and hate your
enemy.” But I tell you, love your ene-

mies and pray for those who persecute
you, that you may be children of your
Father in heaven. He causes his sun to
rise on the evil and the good, and
sends rain on the righteous and the
unrighteous.
“ ‘If you love those who love you,
what reward will you get? Are not
even the tax collectors doing that?
And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? Be
perfect, therefore, as your heavenly
Father is perfect’ ” (NIV).
What you will be
In these 11 verses Jesus is telling
His followers—us—that, if someone
is taking advantage of you or trying to
hurt you in some way, you should not
fight back.
Don’t try to retaliate or insist on
your rights. Instead, show love even to
those who wrong you and do you
harm.
Bless them. Do good to them. Pray
for them. Be kind to them. That way
you will be children who reflect their
Father, who is good even to those who
are evil and unjust.
In other words, you will be perfect,
just like He is.
What would Jesus do?
The English word perfect translates
the Greek word τέλειος (téleios), which
means complete, consummate, mature.
The sense of the word is well conveyed
in Ephesians 4:13: “become mature
[τέλειος], attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
In Matthew 19:21 Jesus told a
young man who was already exempla-

ry—he had obeyed God’s commandments from childhood—what he
needed to do if he wanted to take his
obedience to the ultimate level:
“If you want to be perfect (τέλει−
ος), go, sell your possessions and give
to the poor, and you will have treasure
in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
As in Matthew 5:48, Jesus is making
a radical demand, so radical that few
even among His believers follow it.
Matthew 5:48 is not addressing
some vague, airy-fairy or nebulous
concept of perfection. It is specifically
and concretely addressing how a
mature Christian ought to react to mistreatment and abuse.
Like Father, like sons
and daughters
Our normal response is to stand up
for our rights and demand redress. We
want our enemies to suffer the consequences of their evil deeds. At the
very least, we want others to treat us
with courtesy and respect. And none
of that is sinful.
Yet, if we want to be just like the
Father, we must transcend our normal
response and be just like the Son. Like
Father, like Son. Like Father, like sons
and daughters.
Jesus, the Son who was just like His
Father, did not retaliate when He was
slapped and disrespected and beaten
and condemned to a cruel death He
did not deserve. Instead, against all
normal human instincts, He prayed,
“Father, forgive them.”
That’s the perfection Matthew 5:48
is demanding. That’s what it means to
be perfect as our heavenly Father is
perfect.

Love is more important than interpretation
The writer is pastor of the Church
of God Big Sandy and a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—What are
the most pressing situations in
your world right now?
Here are three of mine.
The chaos in the world can be
exhausting to watch.
The deteriorating world economy puts financial pressure on my family and friends.
Some of my friends are experiencing serious personal trials.
This world needs the love of God.
This world needs the disciples of
Christ to exhibit the true sign of His
discipleship—found in John 13:34-35.
If you want to read an excellent
article about love, see an article titled
“It’s All About Love” by Carl Akins
that is posted in the Edifying the Body
section of our Web site for the weekend of April 5 (and on page 6 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL).
Carl has been diagnosed with stagefour colon cancer and gives an insightful view about the subject of love.
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Biblical discussions
As I watch the
landscape in religion (including
among the Church
of God movement),
I am concerned that
too many people
are allowing their
Bible interpretations about knowledge to affect the
way they deal with
people.
There just seems to
be more emphasis on Bible interpretations than on the way people deal with
each other.
From my perspective, one of the
foundational flaws in discussions (including religious discussions) is when

people dogmatically state their ideas,
opinions and interpretations as facts
or truth.
I believe this error is magnified
when people state their ideas, opinions
and interpretations as speaking for God.
Conviction and compassion
One of my favorite expressions,
which I periodically use in sermons, is
the concept of having “conviction and
compassion.” I believe people should
have strong convictions—and the
compassion to deal with people who
have different convictions.
But placing compassion above conviction is difficult. Here are two problems.
First, some people believe they
have a special assignment from God
and thereby rationalize that they have
dispensation to place conviction over
compassion.
Some people claim to be prophets (or
special messengers with other religioussounding titles) who speak for God.
Such people generally believe that
expressing the proper knowledge (including doctrine) is so important that
the receivers of the knowledge need to hear
what is true—
even if it makes
them mad or
sad.
Second,
even when people believe compassion is more
important than
conviction, they
make mistakes in
dealing with other
people.
Interpreting is good
It is my perspective that all people
interpret Scripture, and it is my hope
that people will do it wisely. Consider
the following eight statements.
Many people in this world claim
to use the Bible as their guide.

Those who use the Bible as their
guide interpret Scripture.
No two people have exactly the
same knowledge. You know things
that other people don’t know and they
know things that you don’t know.
The Bible says people are judged
based on what they know (John 12:4748; James 4:17).
Learning from other people is
wise.
Hearing the interpretation of
wise people is edifying.
Hearing the interpretation of
foolish people or prideful people can
be viewed as a waste of time.
People should seek to be the
master of their time.
What about doctrine?
Someone could ask: With all this
talk about interpretation, isn’t biblical
doctrine important? Absolutely.
Here are three scriptures that reveal
the importance of doctrine.
“And in vain they worship Me,
teaching as doctrines the commandments of men” (Mark 7:7).
“If anyone teaches otherwise and
does not consent to wholesome words,
even the words of our Lord Jesus
Christ, and to the doctrine which
accords with godliness, he is proud,
knowing nothing, but is obsessed with
disputes and arguments over words,
from which come envy, strife, reviling,
evil suspicions, useless wranglings of
men of corrupt minds and destitute of
the truth, who suppose that godliness
is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself” (1 Timothy 6:3-5).
“Whoever transgresses and does
not abide in the doctrine of Christ does
not have God. He who abides in the
doctrine of Christ has both the Father
and the Son. If anyone comes to you
and does not bring this doctrine, do
not receive him into your house nor
greet him” (2 John 1:9-10).
It is my perspective that the following two concepts are important.
See I’M NOT TOO INTERESTED, page 7

Actually, it wasn’t an apple in the tree that
got us removed from the Garden of Eden.
It was a pair on the ground!

Think new thoughts about
the woman at the well
The writer, son of the late Dr.
Ernest L. Martin, head of the theology department at Ambassador College, provides regular commentaries
from his home in Jerusalem. To receive them write him at biblechild@
gmail.com.
Mr. Martin thanks Elizabeth Henderson Esther for giving him the
idea for this article.
By Samuel Martin
ERUSALEM, Israel—When I
was a kid growing up in the
Worldwide Church of God, I
noticed how women were treated in
that denomination.
My dad (Dr. Ernest L. Martin)
talked about it often. He talked
about men teaching that women
were just there to be controlled and
dominated, to keep the house clean,
to prepare food, to change nappies
and take care of kids and to make
sure the beds were warm.
I will never forget my father talking about a prominent politician
who came to him for counseling
hoping to make a reconciliation with
his wife, who had left him. She became so fed up with his treatment of

J

her that she had just had enough.
The straw that broke the camel’s
back was her husband’s insistence
on controlling
her wardrobe.
He forbade
her from wearing trousers
and forced her
to wear only
dresses.
Dad commented that if
that politician
was such a tySamuel Martin
rant (that he
would not allow his wife to wear trousers) imagine how he treated her on moreimportant matters.
She felt controlled, disempowered, empty, cold and alone with
someone who was supposed to be
her prince charming.
No wonder she left.
Women were treated quite badly
in those days. This was the late ’60s
and early ’70s.
At this time in my life I was
spending my summers as a small
See SPIRIT MOVES, page 5

It was Magic Time in 1974
The writer is a longtime Church
of God member and editor of the
twice-weekly Gilmer Mirror, the
newspaper of record of Upshur
County, Texas, since 1877.
By Mac Overton
ILMER, Texas—For a young
convert who had been baptized only in June 1972, it
was magic.
I was baptized by Bill
Jacobs in deacon Henry Anderson’s baptismal tank at
his home on
University
Avenue in Little Rock, Ark.
About a year Mac Overton
and a half later, in January 1974, I was accepted
on the recommendation of Pastor
Bill Cowan as one of the original
“January freshmen” at Ambassador
College, Big Sandy.
That was an achievement in itself.
Students were expected to work, and
I got put on the gardening crew,

G

working at the ranch in fields behind
the Piney Woods. It was fun.
Terrified students
I had worked on newspapers, and
John Robinson, journalism-department head and managing editor of
The Worldwide News, then based in
Big Sandy, met me and asked me to
join the staff.
Then the fun really began. I had
heard about how rough JR, as he
was commonly known, was. Most
students were terrified of him.
But I learned that, while he expected the best and did not tolerate
incompetence, he also gave the best.
And it was great to be somewhat
of an insider.
Pitcher of health
JR often protected his student
staff from the sometimes Hitlerian
tendencies of other faculty members
and administrators.
Sometimes he would tell us to do
something that might require us to
bend the rules a little, like the time
he got thirsty on a Friday afternoon
and sent two students, Scott Ashley
See FORMER STAFFER, page 7
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March 25, 2014. During that conversation Mr. Billingsley responded to
questions for this article.
The following is based on that interview.
__________
Early history
THE JOURNAL: Which town in Oklahoma are you from?
Don Billingsley: I was born south
of Oklahoma City about 90 miles and
east of a little town called Marlow and
near a small community called Doyle.
THE JOURNAL: You were married
for more than 60 years?
Mr. Billingsley: Yes. Madeline and
I were married 61 years and 4 months.
She had a lot of health problems and
just couldn’t really go a lot farther.
She was ready to die.
At the last Feast of Tabernacles
where we attended in Tucson just
prior to her death [in 2007], she just
wanted to go home and die, and that’s
what she did. She was ready.
Many groups
THE JOURNAL: Several of the splits
from the Worldwide Church of God
say they’re faithfully carrying on the
work that God accomplished through
Mr. Armstrong starting back in the
’20s and ’30s. And you also say that
about your efforts.
For instance, Gerald Flurry says
he’s Philadelphia [see Revelation 2
and 3], Roderick Meredith says he
has the largest concentration of the
Philadelphians in the Churches of
God. The new Cogwa [Church of God
a Worldwide Association] group says
something similar, as do many of the
other groups.
Can they all be right? What is the
difference between you and these
other groups?
Still holding on
Mr. Billingsley: Well, the thing of it
is I’m still holding onto the truth that
God taught us through Mr. Armstrong.
Some of those have deviated from it.
With Mr. Flurry, he claims he is
That Prophet [John 1:21], which the
Bible shows clearly refers to Jesus
Christ, so he cannot be That Prophet.
I don’t know that he realizes it, but
that’s really blasphemy.
And Gerald Flurry did edit the
Mystery of the Ages [a book Mr. Armstrong wrote], taking out the parts that
would be in conflict with what he believed of himself.
He claims to be That Prophet, but
Mr. Armstrong said there would be no
prophets because we have the prophecies of the Bible at this time and so
have no need of a prophet.
That pretty much takes care of
Gerald Flurry as far as I’m concerned.
I don’t know whether I mentioned
much [in Mr. Billingsley’s autobiography on one of his Web sites] about
United and what I believe about them.
Believer in government
I think basically they [the United
Church of God an International Association] have come to be a Protestant church.
I was with them for about three
years because I didn’t know what else
to do. I didn’t want to be a head of a
group. That never entered my mind.
I believed in government, so whenever everybody left [when many people left the Worldwide Church of God
in 1995] I felt, well, this is where the
evangelists are going, so this is where
I should be.
So I went and stayed and stayed
and hoped there would be changes.
When it came to the point I realized
they’re not going to change, they’re
just moving farther away, I had no
choice but to leave.
David Hulme in ’98
THE JOURNAL: They moved farther
away from what?
Mr. Billingsley: From the teachings God inspired through Mr. Armstrong.

THE JOURNAL: So then where did
you go?
Mr. Billingsley: I went with David
Hulme [in 1998] because he said he
was going to follow the teachings of
Mr. Armstrong. But he began to deviate, and it came to the point I couldn’t
stay there [in the Church of God an
International Community] either.
So then it looked like, to obey fully
the teachings that we were taught
through Mr. Armstrong, I was going to
have to walk it all by myself. So that’s
what I’ve done and what I’m doing.
THE JOURNAL: So none of the
groups was close enough to the legacy of Mr. Armstrong for you to feel
comfortable supporting them.
Mr. Billingsley: I visited with Mr.
Raymond McNair in 2006, two years
before he died, and he asked me privately: Don, do you know of any of
these groups that are right?
And I said no, and he said, well, I
don’t either. So he felt the same way.
THE JOURNAL: So no one measures
up?
Mr. Billingsley: I think all of them
basically have a lot of the truths, but
on the other hand there are some truths
they haven’t accepted and some they
rejected, including Mr. Armstrong.
THE JOURNAL: They rejected Armstrong as a truth?
Mr. Billingsley: They rejected him
as God’s apostle and they don’t really
want anything to do with him. In fact,
I think they’re afraid of him.
What makes Mr. Armstrong right?
THE JOURNAL: So what in your
opinion makes Mr. Armstrong right?
Why couldn’t it be that members of
the Churches of God are to progress
beyond some of the things he thought
and preached? Cannot there be growth
in understanding beyond 1986, when
Armstrong died?
Mr. Billingsley: Well, I go back to

about that are still scattered and that
are of the truth.
We have a little group with us out of
Belgium who are that way. They have
an elder over them and he’s carrying
on. There’s not much I can do for them
due to the fact of the geography and
the French language. Nevertheless
they wanted to be a part of it.
Sept. 18, 1975
THE JOURNAL: We believed in the
’50s and ’60s that God’s work would

right in the first couple of verses about
the coming of Jesus Christ and the
events that would follow. A major
event was that the church would be
scattered. Daniel 12:7. Ezekiel 34.
Jeremiah 23 verses 1 and 2.

different countries and whatever.
I often think of that in regard to
Noah and the ark. How did God bring
about all the animals going on board
that ark?
They went in as docile animals.

What about Ted?
THE JOURNAL: Would things have
worked out more simply and better
had Mr. Armstrong and his son Garner Ted been able to work their personal problems out in the late 1970s?

Place of safety
God had an influence on their
minds to cause them to do that, and I
believe at the right time to go to the
place of safety God will bring us all
together into one group. I don’t see
how it could happen any other way.
THE JOURNAL: So you still believe
similarly to the way we believed
years ago about the place of safety?
Mr. Billingsley: Oh, absolutely.
THE JOURNAL: Do you still believe
in Petra?
Mr. Billingsley: It’s like Mr. Armstrong said, if it’s not Petra he doesn’t
know where it’s going to be, because
that’s the only place the Bible indicates.

OLD FRIENDS—Don Billingsley of Valley Springs, Calif., visits with Linda Cartwright
of Big Sandy during a trip he and members of his family took to Texas in 2006. [Photo
by Dixon Cartwright]

be accomplished in a few years. We
thought we would flee in 1972, that
Jesus would return on Sept. 18, 1975,
the Kingdom would set up, the Millennium would begin.
These things haven’t happened.
Will they still happen and happen the
way we thought?
Mr. Billingsley: Yes, with the exception of the timing.
THE JOURNAL: What will be the
timing?
Mr. Billingsley: I think we’re getting very close. I think there are
things we’ve got to watch for that will

Mr. Billingsley: Well, I think Mr.
Armstrong came to the conclusion
before he died that his son had never
been converted. I can’t fully answer
that, but I do know that Mr. Tkach
was a man just like Judas Iscariot,
who was a man that God permitted to
do what he did.
Relationship with Loma
THE JOURNAL: Do you believe, as
some people have said, that Mr. Armstrong’s first wife, Loma, was a moderating and calming influence on her
husband who if she had lived past

‘I think God was behind it [Mr. Armstrong’s
appointment of Mr. Tkach] because the church had to
be scattered. We find that in 2 Thessalonians 2.’
the Bible. I fully believe Mr. Armstrong was Elijah to come and I believe Malachi 4 verses 4 through 6,
and you can carry it forward to Matthew the 17th chapter, where the disciples asked Christ about what the
scribes taught about the Elijah coming and Christ said, yes, he is coming
and he’s going to restore all things.
When you look at the previous
chapter, the last two or three verses,
it’s in the context of Christ returning
back to this earth.
So I fully believe with all my heart,
because I have proved it, that what he
[Mr. Armstrong] did teach is correct
and realize that he was a man that I
don’t think the others had any right to
deviate from in their teachings.
Another remnant of 7,000
THE JOURNAL: Are you familiar with
the phenomenon of WCG members
who disagree with the new doctrines
but don’t believe they should leave the
WCG [which in 2010 became Grace
Communion International]?
Mr. Billingsley: Yes, one of the
members who’s with us now was like
that.
I want to clarify one point about
Mr. Armstrong’s teachings. I believe
what the apostle Paul wrote in
Romans 11 about God having a faithful remnant today, and Paul referred
back to Elijah the ancient prophet
where Elijah he felt he was all alone.
But God said, no, there are 7,000
others who have not bowed the knee
to Baal and have not kissed him.
I believe the same thing. I believe
there are about 7,000 people or so out
there scattered as God said we would
be at this time who are truly of the
truth.
I think there are little groups here
and there that I don’t know anything

tell us about when the time is coming.
Then there’s the prophecy in Daniel that teaches about the sacrificial
offerings. There will be a temple that
will be built, and we won’t know
about the time Jesus Christ will return
until this begins to take place.
That could be within another 10
years or 12. I’m just not sure, Dixon.
I’m not sure.
Mr. Tkach’s mission
THE JOURNAL: If Mr. Armstrong
had not appointed Joseph Tkach Sr. as
his successor, who should he have
appointed? How would the events of
the church have worked out differently, do you think?
Mr. Billingsley: I think God was
behind it [Mr. Armstrong’s appointment of Mr. Tkach] because the
church had to be scattered. We find
that in 2 Thessalonians 2. That could
not have happened with any of the
other evangelists being appointed.
Aaron Dean said he knew that Mr.
Armstrong had different evangelists
in mind every month who he would
appoint to take over [after he died],
and he knew that when he came to the
right one God would let him die.
So when he came to Mr. Tkach he
died. Mr. Tkach was exactly the man
needed to scatter the church, and he
did.
THE JOURNAL: Does that mean Mr.
Tkach is not guilty of any malfeasance in leading the church down the
slippery slope of apostasy, as many
people in the splits believe happened?
Was he morally and ethically innocent of any wrongdoing in the doctrinal changes and scattering because
God was using him for that purpose?
Mr. Billingsley: God permitted the
apostasy and scattering in order to fulfill prophecy. 2 Thessalonians 2 shows

1967 would have inspired the church’s
history to turn out quite differently?
Mr. Billingsley: Naturally, every
man leans on his wife. I remember Mr.
Armstrong looking down on her while
giving a sermon and saying at least
one time with tears in his eyes that his
wife had been 50 percent of the work.
That has been true with my wife. I
think any good wife would be on the
same level, whether it be you and
Linda or whether it be my present
wife [Peggy] and my former wife.
THE JOURNAL: What will happen
to the churches, the Churches of God?
You believe your ministry is true to
the founding principles of the endtime apostle, yet your ministry is
quite small.
Will things continue as they are over
time, or can and will something happen to accelerate events and accomplish the preaching of the gospel to the
world in the way we believed back in
the ’50s and ’60s it would happen?
Destined to come together
Mr. Billingsley: Mr. Armstrong
said before he died that he just didn’t
know how God would bring everybody together to go the place of safety. He just didn’t know how that
would happen, with people living in

Church eras
THE JOURNAL: An old friend of
yours who lives here in Big Sandy
says to tell you hi and suggested a
question for you.
Ellis Stewart suggested I ask you
about church eras. Since Revelation 2
and 3 seem to be talking to the church
in every age, why do you interpret
those verses as meaning consecutive
church eras down through history?
Mr. Billingsley: The thing of it is,
when you study those and put them in
those eras throughout history through
the millennia, then you can’t help but
see that each one fits as a particular
period of time.
And they lead right on down to the
Sardis era, and from Sardis into Philadelphia and to the Laodiceans.
So everything squares up. So that’s
what God really meant. Mr. Armstrong
taught that, and I believe that with my
whole being.
Advice for Mr. Armstrong
THE JOURNAL: Another friend
from this area of Texas, Reg Killingley, gave me another suggestion for a
question for you: If you could go
back, say, 50 years, what advice might
you give to Mr. Armstrong?
Mr. Billingsley: About the only advice I could give would be to encourage him to continue doing what he
was doing.
My wife and I went to Pasadena in
1953. We were there until 1960, and I
believe we first met Ellis and Pat
Stewart in 1958 when they came to be
part of the church there in Pasadena.
The college was very small then. I
don’t believe there were any more
than about 40 students at the time,
and a very, very small group of people that Mr. Armstrong preached to
when he preached.
I came to be a chauffeur of the college, and as a result I got to know Mr.
Armstrong very well, as well as
everybody who was there.
I could see his humanity, but it
never once crossed my mind that he
was wrong on any of the doctrinal
issues because they all squared. They
were right.
But there is nobody perfect. You
can look back at Abraham and David
and all of them. They had their failings too, but God still used them,
because of, you know, their hearts.
Accident in 1958
THE JOURNAL: In your biography
on your Web site you mentioned the
See I WISH WE WERE, page 5
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‘I wish we were together. I wish we believed the same thing’
Continued from page 4

automobile accident in which you
were involved with Richard Armstrong in 1958.
You mentioned Richard died in the
accident and you said you were responsible for the accident. Is there
anything else you’d like to mention
about that?
Mr. Billingsley: That was the toughest trial I believe I ever went through. I
loved that man. He and I were close
friends. I spent time with him.
He was quite different from Mr.
Ted Armstrong. He was just so outgoing. He’d come up and hug you. He
was just a really fine man.
He was attuned to the church very,
very well.
In retrospect, and realizing the point
that we have come to, and knowing
the way he believed—he was very,
very firm in regard to the teachings—I
believe that had he lived the church
would not have been scattered.
I believe that’s one of the reasons
that God let him die.
THE JOURNAL: Because the church
needed to be scattered?
Mr. Billingsley: Yes. And, based
on hints in Mr. Armstrong’s autobiography, I don’t think Richard Armstrong believed he would live a long
life anyway.
When I weigh everything that’s
taken place over the years, I just felt
so terribly bad because of the fact that
God let me be the one involved in the
accident for that to happen.
Two wishes
THE JOURNAL: Are there other
things you would like to bring up in
this interview?
Mr. Billingsley: I just wish we
were all together. I wish we all believed the same thing.
Dixon, I know that these terrible
things are coming, and I know there’s a
martyrdom coming, and I love all these

people, and I just don’t want to have to
see any of them have to go through
that, and I know that unless they begin
to really live God’s way of life, His
truth as God taught it to His late apostle, I just feel sorry and I just wish that
somehow we could all come together.
I pray to that end, and I love them.
Sense of frustration
THE JOURNAL: When I read your
articles in THE JOURNAL each issue, I
sense that. I sense that you’re concerned about the individuals and
groups and I don’t know if frustrated
is the right word but you come across

and burn forever and ever.
I said I surely do, and he said, well,
they’re not.
I said, well, you’re going to have to
prove that to me in the Bible, and he
said, well, I can’t, but there’s this man
named Armstrong who can.
Current ban on makeup
THE JOURNAL: In your biography,
you mention that in your group the
teaching on makeup came back into
effect. Is the ban on cosmetics for
women still in effect today?
Mr. Billingsley: Yes, it is. Mr.
Tkach is the one who changed it.

That’s one of the reasons very few
want to come with us. Women just
don’t want to be without it.
[Editor’s note: The makeup rule
stayed in place in the WCG until 1988,
two years after Mr. Armstrong died.]
What should we do?
THE JOURNAL: What would be
your advice to individuals and groups
in the Churches of God?
Mr. Billingsley: I’d tell them to go
back, pick up the book Mystery of the
Ages, an unedited one, and compare
their beliefs with what God’s apostle,
His late Elijah, taught.

In your biography, you mention that in your group
the teaching on makeup came back into effect. Is the
ban on cosmetics for women still in effect today?
to my mind as frustrated that things
aren’t going as it would be nice if
they would go.
Mr. Billingsley: Mr. Armstrong
thought the same thing. Yes, Mr.
Armstrong would speak very strongly, but he was speaking a spirit of
love, and he would often cry out, you
know, to the people that if they would
just change they won’t have to go
through these things that are coming.
Tinker Air Force Base
THE JOURNAL: What initially attracted you to Mr. Armstrong?
Mr. Billingsley: I was working in
Oklahoma City at Tinker Air Force
Base in the security department.
Coming off a shift one day, I had
a supervisor ask me in front of
other men: Billingsley, do you believe in hell?
I said I surely do. He said do you
believe people are going to go there

THE JOURNAL: But didn’t Mr. Armstrong change it back and forth a couple of times?
Mr. Billingsley: I was in Pasadena
when Mr. Armstrong first made the
ruling [in the early 1950s], and then later on Mr. Wayne Cole and GTA [Garner Ted Armstrong] went over to see
Mr. Armstrong over what they felt was
a justifiable change [in the makeup
rule] and on the spur of the moment he
went along with it [in 1974].
Later on he came to realize that he
was wrong, so he changed it back
again [in 1981].
I understand—though I don’t know
the truth of it—I was told a couple of
coeds came up to Mr. Armstrong in
Ambassador College in Big Sandy
with a lot of makeup on and he was so
moved by that that he went right up on
stage and told them the no-makeup
ruling was back in place again.
Yes, we practice that in this church.

God used him to teach in that book.
Where they discover [by reading that
book] where they are wrong, change.
The unedited Mystery
THE JOURNAL: We understand that
Mr. Flurry, when he acquired the right
to republish Mystery of the Ages [a
book Mr. Armstrong wrote] and other
works by Mr. Armstrong and the
WCG, he made several edits.
But you recommend people get the
unedited version. Where can they find
the unedited version?
Mr. Billingsley: Any number of
people still have their copies from
years ago.
On the other hand, we’ve gone on
the Internet and have bought copies
of that book and we send them out to
anyone who makes contact with us
who does not have it. We will send it
to them for free.

13 Web sites
THE JOURNAL: You mentioned
somebody gave you 13 of your 15
Web sites.
Mr. Billingsley: That was Frank
Olive. He’s also our webmaster, who
lives in South Carolina.
We have another man who’s very
good as well who works with our magazine, Mr. Steve Serfontein, who lives
in England with his wife and daughter.
THE JOURNAL: Anything else?
Mr. Billingsley: We have fond
memories of you and Linda and Ellis
and Pat. I remember you working
with John Robinson in the printing
department [in Big Sandy]. That’s
where I met you, I guess.
THE JOURNAL: John was a close
friend.
Mr. Billingsley: Sometimes people
die early.
THE JOURNAL: All the best to you
and Mrs. Billingsley.
Mr. Billingsley: The same to you
and Linda. Thank you very much.
__________
Write the Church of God Faithful
Flock online at thechurch@cog-ff.com
or P.O. Box 130, Valley Springs,
Calif. 95252, U.S.A.
Following is a list of the church’s
15 Web sites:
acbcconline.us
begotten.net
bodyofchristonline.us
cog-ff.com
ezekielwatchman.org
herbertarmstrong.net
herbertwarmstrong.info
holy-days.org
losttentribes.org
newworldahead.org
philadelphiaremnant.org
propheticevents.us
restoredtruths.net
sabbathcentral.com and
10commandments.ws

Spirit moves: Women not sitting still for hearing how to think
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boy in Israel, where my father was
responsible for a group of students
who were coming over to work on a
large archaeological excavation in
Jerusalem during the summer months.
Students digging in Israel
From 1969 to 1973 my father led
five groups that saw more than 450
students come to Israel to work on
that excavation.
In addition to working on the dig,
my father would take the students
around Israel to see the holy places
we’ve all read about in the Bible.
To be clear, I’ll mention that most
of the places that even today people
come to see in the Holy Land are not
the real thing. There is much false tradition associated with places where
Jesus did this or Paul did that.
Perfect identity
In the middle of all this tradition,
though, there is one place that stands
out in my memory, a true place whose
identify is singular, holy and perfect.
It is almost unspoiled, and the message that still speaks from this place
continues also to be singular, holy and
perfect.
Something special happened at this
site. It is a story about Jesus meeting
a woman at a well. Here is the story,
which you all know well:
Welling water
A woman from Samaria came to
draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give
me a drink.”
The Samaritan woman said to him,
“How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a
drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”
Jesus answered: “If you knew the
gift of God, and who it is that is saying to you give me a drink, you would
have asked him and he would have

given you living water.”
The woman asked: “Are you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us
the well and drank from it himself, as
did his sons and his livestock.”
Jesus responded: “Whoever drinks
of the water that I will give him will
never be thirsty again. The water
that I will give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to
eternal life.”
The woman said to Jesus: “Sir, I
perceive that you are a prophet. But
you say that in Jerusalem is the place
where people ought to worship?”
Jesus said to her: “Woman, believe
me, the hour is coming when neither
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will
you worship the Father.
“The hour is coming, and is now
here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for the Father is seeking such people to
worship Him. God is spirit, and those
who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.”
Silently marveled
When Jesus’ disciples approached
Him while he was speaking with the
woman, they marveled that He was
talking with a woman.
But they did not question Him.

Now, I can tell you a fact. This
story is real. Jesus went to this well
and spoke to this woman. I know it is
true because I have been to the well
myself at least six times. The last time
I was there was about 10 years ago.
However, while this place still
echoes the truth of God
by its ancient witness
of the truth (because ancient wells
and water sources
do not move
around), there is
something more
important in this
story, and it is a
message for today.
Win-win for
women
Several years ago I
posted a commentary to show that
the world is changing dramatically.
The changes have placed women
and children solidly in the winners’
column.
The story grows
This ancient story of the woman at
the well is being replicated all over the
world through the Spirit of God, because a new well of the Spirit has been

in Christ that women in particular are
experiencing all over the world.
Forty years ago what is being experienced today was possible only in
our dreams.
But now women are throwing off
the shackles of organized religion and
man’s tradition and are
engaging with Christ
and His message in
ways that a few
years ago were not
possible.
Motherly instincts
Women are starting to think, feel and
communicate with
the Spirit in a way that
allows them to follow
their motherly instincts and
not sit still for being told what
to do about their intuitions and what
to think about God.
The results of this move of the
Spirit we see all around through the
powerful written testimonies, books,
videos, etc., produced by women. We
are starting to see women experiencing a newfound freedom in Christ.
The hour is here
Make no mistake about it. Just as

Women are throwing off the shackles of organized religion
and man’s tradition and are engaging with Christ and His
message in ways that a few years ago were not possible.
They did not ask Him why He was
talking with her.
Many Samaritans from that area
believed in Jesus because of the
woman’s testimony: “He told me all
that I ever did.”

opened by the Lord Himself, and He
is calling His daughters to come and
drink of the living water and take His
message out and change the world.
We find today a revolution in
knowledge and an amazing freedom

Jesus met the woman at the well, He
speaks to women all over this world
and tells them:
“The hour is coming, and is now
here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth,

for the Father is seeking such people
to worship him”
For so long, male pastors have told
Christian women how to think, believe,
feel and engage with the Spirit of God.
They have heard that they can
approach God only through their husbands or through mediators such as
ministers who tend to make them feel
like second-class citizens in the Kingdom of God.
Thankfully, with the democratization of knowledge and the empowerment of women and their throwing
off the shackles of organized religion,
freedom of thought has spawned a
new type of religious thinking in
which women engage God.
Think, men
I urge you men to think carefully
about this story in John 4 because
Christ Jesus includes a warning if we
are willing to listen to it. Here it is:
“Just then his disciples came back.
They marveled that he was talking
with a woman, but no one said, ‘What
do you seek?’ or, ‘Why are you talking with her?’ ”
This text is a warning for us men.
Today Jesus is speaking to His daughters, and they are out doing His work.
Let us follow the wise example of
the disciples, who, when they saw
what the Lord was doing, kept their
mouths shut.
They got out of the way and let the
Lord do His work through His daughter, this lovely Samaritan lady.
We can see the result of the work
the Lord did through this wonderful
sister.
We men need to get out of the way
because He has work to do and, just
as He has and will use men, He has a
special place in His heart for ministry
for His daughters as well.
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Have you ever wondered what it’s all about? It’s about love

The writer attends the Church of
God Big Sandy. He lives with his wife,
Melinda. A version of this essay appeared in the “Edifying the Body” section of churchofgodbigsandy.com.
By Carl Akins
IG SANDY, Texas—Each year
about this time as the Passover
approaches, we traditionally take
a long, hard look at ourselves and our
relationship with our Creator.
Obviously, self-examination should
be a continual thing done year-round,
but this time of
year we tend to
double up on our
efforts as we try
to follow Paul’s
instructions in 1
Corinthians
11:28: “But let a
man examine
himself, and so
let him eat of that
bread, and drink
of that cup.”
Carl Akins
Because we
are growing and changing each year,
our self-examination process grows and
changes as well.

B

Battling cancer
Personal examination is considerably different for me this year. I would
like to begin by explaining some of the
reasons why. I would like to give you
some details about what I have been
dealing with and what my family has
been dealing with lately.
I’ve been battling stage-four colon
cancer for almost two years.
Doctors will tell you that stage-four
cancer is treatable but incurable. At
stage four it has already entered the
bloodstream and can show up anywhere. The best they can expect to accomplish is to postpone the inevitable.
As a result of the efforts of the doctors and the hospitals, I’ve had two
major surgeries, gone through 23 rounds
of chemo and 28 rounds of radiation
and made countless visits to the doctor
or hospital for tests, scans and consultations.
Well, the cancer is back and spreading slowly. The doctors tell me my days
are very limited. While I haven’t gotten
that dreaded announcement stating
there is nothing more they can do, it’s
starting to look like the ammunition
available to fight this thing is beginning
to run out. The talk is more about
months than years.
So much has changed
Finding myself in this situation has
changed everything about how I look at
life and how I look at myself.
Priorities have changed. Relationships have changed. The questions I
want to find answers to about life have
changed. The way I examine myself has
changed.
I find myself asking questions that I
know the answers to, but somehow the
answers I have always known aren’t
quite good enough anymore. Some of
the answers that have always been so
meaningful suddenly seem superficial.
Let me give you an example. I am
very familiar with Christ’s words in
Matthew 5: “Be [or become] you therefore perfect as your Father which is in
heaven is perfect” (verse 48), and I
always knew this scripture was intended to encourage us to overcome daily.
But, suddenly faced with the prospect of time rapidly running out, I started to realize that when I go I’m not
going to be anywhere close to perfect.
Not even close!
What does God really want? Does
He want me to struggle against sin for a
whole lifetime, knowing that when the
struggle is over I still will not have completely overcome it?
Now, I know the gift of grace and the
salvation that comes with it will ultimately allow me to stand clean and
white before God’s throne. I get that.
I’m amazed by that. Knowing that gives
me great peace and comfort, especially
as my time seems to be getting short.
But, even with the unbelievable blessing of grace, the struggle against sin and
against my carnal self continues, and it
will continue until the day I die.
My question is: What does God want
me to learn through all this?
Why so difficult?
Here’s another example. If God

loves me so much, why does this life
have to be so difficult? Why do we have
to face these impossible situations?
I know the answer to that. He is interested in our spiritual growth and
strength, and He is interested in how
much effort we put into reaching out to
Him. I know that I am like a runner
training for a marathon, that the training
is difficult and it hurts. But the results
are going to be worth all the pain.
God is God. He can do anything He
wants any way He wants. So the real
question is: Why, if He is all loving, did
He decide to make things this way?
Why couldn’t He make it easier?
After many fervent petitions to the
throne of grace, I am coming to see that
it’s all about love.
I am coming to believe that love is all
that matters to God, that love is the
solution to every problem I have, every
problem you have, every anxiety, every
torment, every evil.
Wait a minute! That sure sounds
sweet to say, doesn’t it? When you talk
about God you are supposed to talk
about love, right? I can make those
statements and nobody gets his toes
stepped on. Everybody gets that warm
feeling that we Christians like so much
when we talk about religious stuff.
Or maybe a few folks will stop reading right here because all this love talk
just doesn’t make sense and it sure
doesn’t solve any of their problems.
Love doesn’t pay the overdue bills!
God’s definition
I’ll make another broad statement,
then. The love I’m talking about is a
love that neither you nor I fully understands! We may grasp bits and pieces of
it, but our best effort at love doesn’t
even begin to compare to the kind of
love that can and will fix everything,
I’m talking about God’s love. I’m
talking about love by God’s definition,
not ours.
1 John 4:8 says, “He that loveth not
knoweth not God; for God is love.”
And in verse 16 John says: “And we
have known and believed the love that
God hath to us. God is love; and he that

ed by-product. But love by God’s definition can exist without them.
More than a decision
I want to bring your attention to an
even deeper view of love.
God is Love! Love is a Being! An
Individual! Real Love is an all-powerful, all-intelligent Entity!
Not a feeling. Not a decision. A Being. We can decide to love and we can
feel good because of love, but love itself—or Love Himself—is a Being.
I believe we are designed in such a
way that we can recognize and register
love at least on some level, and that we
can feel love so we can begin to have a
relationship with our Creator.
I believe we need love so we will
need Him and that we can decide to
love so we can decide to follow Him—
because for humans love always involves a choice.
But real Love is a Being. Real Love is
the Ruler of the universe! Real Love,
God, is the solution to every problem you
or I have or can ever have. It’s all about
love—by God’s definition, not ours.
God’s definition makes a difference
So how does this idea affect our understanding of God and our understanding of how He does things? What difference does it make?
You may be different, but the pieces
just fit better for me when I remind
myself that God is Love, that Love is a
Being.
For example, 1 Corinthians 3:16 calls
us the temple of God. God’s temple is
His house, where He lives. “Know ye
not that ye are the temple of God, and
that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?”
Don’t we tend to think that God’s
Spirit living in us is kind of a metaphor
for a really close relationship with God,
for being under God’s protection and
direction?
Isn’t it hard to imagine the Almighty
Creator of the universe actually living
in our psyche, in our core, in the part of
us that makes us tick?
But, remember, God is Love—and
God is Spirit. So God’s Spirit is a Spirit

man; that Christ may dwell in your hearts
by faith; that ye, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height; and to
know the love of Christ, which passeth
knowledge, that ye might be filled with
all the fulness of God. Now unto him that
is able to do exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think , according to the
power that worketh in us, unto him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus
throughout all ages, world without end.
Amen” (Ephesians 3:16-21).
What an incredible passage of Scripture! What meaning when we realize it
isn’t just a bunch of fluffy talk!
That passage of Scripture is a description and a recipe for not only true
conversion and true salvation, but also
for peace.
So what about my questions at the
beginning?
Why does this life have to be so
hard?
What does God really want me to
learn from the struggle?
The first step to answering these is to
realize God is Love.
The second step is to realize that God
is having kids.
The third step is to understand that
everything in this creation, everything
that goes on around us and everything
in our life is the way it is for the sole
purpose of accomplishing that goal:
God having kids.
Having children
For example, every life-form on this
planet, every creature, every plant or
animal reproduces itself. Every creature’s offspring grows up to be the same
type of creature as its parents.
Do you think that is coincidence?
Don’t you think there was some planning that went into that?
God could have designed this any
way He wanted. He could have had the
rivers and oceans, of themselves, produce just the right amount and kind of
fish in perfect balance for nature to sustain itself. He could have had the pastures and forests, of themselves, pro-

Cancer is horrible. God didn’t create cancer. Cancer
is an evil consequence of many bad choices.
But Carl Akins having cancer is not evil.
dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and
God in him.”
Notice in both of those scriptures John
doesn’t say that God is so incredible and
the ruler of the universe and that He
loves everyone—which He is and which
He does. Rather, John said God is love.
Composed of love
That is a simple statement that is incredibly important for us in understanding our existence, in making sense out
of what we go through each day, in
understanding what our Father is doing
in us and through us, and in understanding why this life is such a struggle.
John says God is love. God is made
of love. God is composed of love. Just
like you and I are made of atoms that
group together in a certain way to form
the matter that makes up our cells, God
is made up of love. Just as those atoms
exist in a physical state, God, who is
made of love, exists in a spiritual state.
Starting to understand this idea immediately brings a different view of
love and a different view of God.
More than feelings
Remember when we were young and
we were easily influenced by the fairytale stories we saw on TV or in movies
or read in books?
We had the idea that love was that
indescribable feeling that we had
towards someone.
We had no control over it. If it struck,
there was nothing we could do. We just
fell in love. It was instant and complete.
We were suddenly under love’s control.
As we got older we learned that we
have the ability to make a decision to
love, that real love comes from deciding
to show love and commit to love.
If two people make this commitment, that warm and fuzzy feeling we
get is a beautiful result.
The warm fuzzies aren’t love, but
they are pleasant and a much-appreciat-

of love! If love (by God’s definition)
exists in us, then God actually and literally lives in our heart—or core or soul
or whatever you want to call that part of
us that makes us who we are.
Someone to love
Here’s another piece that fits better
for me.
Love can’t really exist if there is no
one or nothing to love. Before God created Adam, before the angels were created, who did God love? If He is Love,
who or what was the object of His love?
John 1:1 says, “In the beginning was
the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.”
Understanding that God is Love and
love is only love when it is given away
explains why there was God and “the
Word and the Word was God,” two
parts of God with one mind: One to
love, One to be loved and vice versa.
How about Matthew 18:20? “For
where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst
of them.”
If two of us who are begotten by the
Spirit of love and who have Love (God,
Christ) living in us are spending time
together, we are necessarily showing
love to each other. If God is Love, then
God Himself is there with us.
Depths of love
Please turn to Ephesians 3:16. As I
read this passage, I want you to try to
keep in mind that love isn’t a feeling,
although love is responsible for strong
feelings. Love isn’t a decision, although
we have to decide to be a part of Love
or have Love be a part of us.
Try to keep in mind Love is the
Almighty Creator and our loving Father
and see if the message of this scripture
is maybe a little more real.
“That he would grant you, according
to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the inner

duce the right kinds of wildlife for perfect balance in nature.
But he designed things the way they
are. He has every living organism producing offspring that grows up to be the
same type of organism as its father.
Constantly, every day and everywhere, He reminds us through our contact with the creation that we are His
children and He is our parent, our Father. He’s reproducing Himself.
God is focused. He is interested only
in these three things:
Our spiritual conception by the
power of the Holy Spirit.
Our spiritual development in the
protective womb of the church.
Our eventual change or spiritual
birth into His reality and into His family.
That’s all He is trying to accomplish:
the bringing of “many sons to glory”
(Hebrews 2:10).
He announced that purpose when He
said, “Let us make man in our image
and after our likeness” (Genesis 1:26).
If God is Love, and God is having
kids, then when those kids are grown (or
have reached the “measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians
4:13), who was the “first born of many
brethren” (Romans 8:29), when those
kids are grown they will be Love too.
We, God’s children, will eventually
be composed of love just like God is
composed of love.
That’s why, to God, and hopefully to
us, it’s all about love.
More about the choice
While real Love is a Being, for us
humans love always involves a choice.
Will we reject Love or will we be a part
of Love?
To follow our will or to follow God’s
will is the only choice God has allowed
man to make. He doesn’t allow us to
decide right from wrong. That’s His
decision.
He summarized that choice clearly
for ancient Israel when He told the peo-

ple in Deuteronomy 30:19, I have set
before you life and death, blessings and
cursings. Therefore, choose life.”
It is obvious that mankind has made
wrong choices for thousands of years.
The result is this nasty, dirty, disgusting,
manure-filled world we live in.
God didn’t make the world this way,
but He allows it so that we can see differences.
A difference between the way of
love and the way of evil.
A contrast between light and darkness.
So we can realize how incredible
the love of God is! So we can learn how
incredible God is: because God is Love.
Not forcing peace
If God forced peace on us, or forced
us like robots to follow a predetermined
path and never allowed us to make
choices, we could not learn the difference between good choices and bad.
We could never learn the value of
choosing love or the evil of choosing
darkness.
Love without choice is not love at
all. Without choice we could never
know love. Since God is Love, we
could never know God’s heart or His
motivation. We could never know God.
How could I ever see or understand
the love that has been shown to me and
my family through this cancer trial if I
had never had a difficult situation like
this arise where I desperately needed
that love?
How could I ever understand the
love that God has for me if I never encountered a time in my life where I so
desperately needed His peace?
How could any of us understand the
magnitude of God’s great love for mankind if He was never willing to give up
His only begotten Son? Or the love of
Christ If He was never willing to be beaten and crucified for our eternal future?
Manure is soil
These are all horrible situations that
are important for our understanding of
God’s love. God is having kids. He’s
reproducing. He is Love, so He’s reproducing love in us.
This is a nasty, dirty, manure-filled
existence. But nasty, manure-filled dirt
is called soil. We walk daily through
perfect soil for God to plant and grow
His love.
Every time someone tells me he is
praying for me, I remind myself that
I’m witnessing a little sprout pop up
through the nasty soil that I walk
through every day.
Having cancer is a good thing
Cancer is horrible. God didn’t create
cancer. Cancer is an evil consequence
of many, many bad choices!
But Carl Akins having cancer is not
evil.
Carl Akins having cancer is fertile
soil for the growth of God’s love.
In fact, Carl Akins having cancer is a
good thing. Romans 8:28 tells me that:
“And we know that all things work
together for good to them that love God,
to them who are the called according to
his purpose.”
If God in His infinite wisdom thinks
that my having cancer is good for me
(and I wouldn’t have cancer if He
didn’t think it was good for me), then
how is there any way I can say it is not
a good thing?
If He thinks it’s a good thing that I be
healed, then I’ll be healed. But, if He
tells me “My grace is sufficient for
you,” then my healing will come later.
God’s destination
Either way, through His strength, I will
try to walk the path He has marked out
for me and eventually, in His time, arrive
at the destination He has planned for me.
Along that path He will continue to
show me things about Himself and His
love, and everything I learn will amaze
me and bring me closer to Him. Love
will live in me more and more each day.
That’s how He works.
The exact same thing will happen to
you. God wants children, and God gets
what He wants.
The bottom line: This cancer isn’t
even about me. It’s about love. It’s
about the people who are affected by
this difficulty who will learn, along the
way, a little more about what real love
is, about who real Love is.
Because God is Love. Real, true
Love is a Being.
And it really is all about Love.
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Former staffer compares WN staff to pope’s shock troops
Continued from page 3

and Scott Moss, to the faculty locker
room to get a pitcher of beer.
Though they got some questioning
looks, the faculty and administrators
there didn’t say anything.
One of the students told them,
“We’re on a mission of mercy.”
John often told us, “If you get in
trouble, I’ll back you to the wall.”
Stayed in touch
We also learned things about the
inner workings of the church and
some of the leading personalities that
the average member, if he or she was
lucky, would never know.
I formed friendships at The Worldwide News, where I worked for two

years until graduation in 1976. (I had
a prior college degree.)
Among those friendships, which
continue to this day, are Dixon Cart-

Most of us have stayed in touch,
and that helped when many of us
(though scattered) joined John and
became his shock troops (like the

Invisible rubber bands
One prominent WCG evangelist
told someone that “we thought the
local minister had John under control,

Our lives are still interconnected. As Linda Moll Smith
often says, we’re all connected by invisible rubber bands.
wright, Klaus Rothe, Scott Moss,
Scott Ashley, Ellis Stewart, Sheila
Dennis Graham, Janey George Milligan, Tom Hanson, Linda Moll Smith
and David McKee.

Jesuits are called the pope’s shock
troops) when he founded In Transition (predecessor of THE JOURNAL)
after the Tkach doctrines of 1995 that
split the church.

but, the next thing we knew, he had
reassembled his old Worldwide News
staff and was taking on Pasadena.”
(This included Dave Havir and
Clyde Kilough, who left the WN two

weeks after I came to work there.)
At John’s funeral a few years back,
his then-pastor in the United Church of
God, Darris McNeely, said that “when
John painted his face blue you had better get out of the way,” an allusion to
William Wallace in Brave Heart.
And our lives are still interconnected.
By something invisible
As Linda Moll Smith often says,
“we’re all connected by invisible rubber bands.”
Thanks to John and the Worldwide
News staff, Ambassador wasn’t as
good as I expected.
It was better.

I’m not too interested in buying your dogmatic interpretation
Continued from page 3

People need to be careful when
they seek to promote their interpretation as biblical doctrine.
People need to be careful when
they seek to correct other people for
having a different interpretation of
doctrine.
What about heresy?
Someone could ask: With all this
talk about interpretation, is there not
still such a thing as heresy? Absolutely.
In the King James Version of the
Bible there are two Greek words for
the subject of heresy. The Greek word
hairetikos is used one time and is
translated “heretic.” The Greek word
hairesis is translated “sect” (five
times), “heresies” (one time) and
“heresy” (one time).
According to an article in Integrity
magazine (Vol. 5, No. 11, pp. 164165), heresy is commonly misunderstood.
It said: “Since the factious man
(hairetikos) in the KJV is called a
‘heretic’—a word subject to misunderstanding—we should look carefully at what this term denotes. The root
from which it comes means ‘to
choose,’ and a ‘heretic’ is one who
makes a choice. In the Bible a hairesis is a body of people built around
the same choice; hence a sect or party.
Although the English word heresy is
associated with the one who holds an
unorthodox doctrine, this meaning is
not found in the Bible. Even in 2 Pet.
2:1 (the only passage in which the
RSV used the word) it does not seem
to denote unorthodox doctrine.
“The heresies (factions) in 1 Cor.
11:19 result from separatists who do
not recognize the inherent oneness of
the body. The original word is properly rendered ‘party spirit’ in Gal. 5:20.
The Biblical usage emphasizes the
evil of dividing the body. Therefore

the ‘factious’ man in Tit. 3:10 is one
who creates division by the manner in
which he holds his theological opinions, even though those opinions may
not be actually ‘heretical’ in the modern sense . . . So the word at this stage
had nothing to do with orthodoxy of
teaching.”
It is my perspective that the following two concepts are important.
People need to be careful when
they attribute another person’s interpretation as heresy.
People need to be careful when
they seek to correct another person
because they categorize his interpretation as heresy.
Be a buyer
There is a famous expression
showing a good approach when shopping: “I don’t want to be sold items; I
prefer to buy items.”
I recommend you apply that principle to your religious discussions.
Don’t let pushy people try to sell

Notice the tone
Someone could ask: How much
evaluation should I place on the tone
of a pushy person’s interpretation?
My answer: That’s up to you. Personally, I place a lot of value on the
tone.
Someone could ask: How quickly
should I withdraw from a person with
a presumptuous tone?
My answer: That’s your choice. If
someone is trying to dogmatically sell
(push) his interpretation to me, I may
end the conversation rather quickly.
If I am trying to buy (seek) his interpretation, I am more likely to put up
with his questionable tone for a while.
Generally, I prefer to avoid spending extensive time listening to a presumptuous person who dogmatically
expresses his interpretation as undeniable truth.
Famous misapplication
One of the greatest misapplications
of the Scripture is how people use the

lation 3:13, 22). Let’s explore that a
little further.
Don’t be controlled
It is my perspective that civil government and church government generally seek to control other people. I
believe that is the type of wrong leadership that Jesus described in Matthew 20:25 and Luke 22:25.
I mentioned earlier how some religious people claim to speak for God.
Unfortunately, this action is often an
attempt to control people.
Allow me to give you my perspective about phrases that can be used by
religious people (inadvertently or deliberately) to control people.
“He that has an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit says unto the churches.”
This phrase can be used to try to
intimidate you into thinking the other
person has knowledge that is superior
to yours. He may present himself as
having a spiritual perception that you
can only hope to have some day.

Be careful when you attribute another person’s interpretation as
heresy. Be careful when you seek to correct another person
because you categorize his interpretation as heresy.
you on their knowledge.
You are a buyer (seeker) of
knowledge.
If some pushy and rude religious
salesmen seek to push their product
(their interpretations) on you, be the
master of your time. Resist their
pushy approach.
If you want to seek someone’s
interpretation, approach him and see
what he has to offer.
If you are not happy with his
product (the information or the tone of
his interpretation), end the discussion.

beautiful words of Christ’s message
to the seven congregations in Revelation 2-3.
My next comment would be humorous if it were not so sad. When
dozens of church groups pompously
brag about having the attitude of the
Philadelphia congregation (Revelation 3:7-13), they are loudly expressing the attitude of the Laodicean congregation (verses 14-22).
John quoted Jesus as saying, “He
who has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says unto the churches” (Reve-
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“This is so simple.”
Did he inadvertently call you a
moron or is he deliberately insulting
you?
“Everybody should understand
this.”
Are you a sucker for peer pressure?
“There is no question about
this.”
Really? We can’t even ask questions about this interpretation? Besides, why would we want to ask a
question of a prideful know-it-all?
“I believe only what I read in the
Bible.”
Did he inadvertently imply that
you don’t believe in the Bible? Did
he inadvertently imply that he knows
so much more about the Bible than
you do?
“People who believe such things
are rejecting the faith that was once
delivered” (a phrase in Jude 4).
Does the critic’s interpretation of the
“faith that was once delivered” reflect
God’s absolute perspective? Is he sure?
Or does God view the critic as someone
seeking to divide the Body of Christ?
“People who believe such things
are not in covenant with God.”
Such proclaimers may be contradicting Mark 9:38-40.
“People who believe such things
are not converted.”
Such proclaimers may be contradicting 1 Corinthians 12:4-6.
“People who believe such things
are not being called now.”
Such proclaimers may be contradicting John 6:44.
“People who believe such things
have rejected Jesus Christ as their
Savior.”

Such proclaimers may be contradicting 2 Timothy 2:19.
“People who believe such things
have never had the Spirit of God.”
Such proclaimers may be contradicting Romans 8:14-16.
“People who believe such things
have rejected the Spirit of God.”
Such proclaimers may be violating
Matthew 12:31-32.
How to respond
Someone could ask: How should I
respond to people who make some of
the statements listed above?
My answer: Consider Proverbs
26:4-5 and Galatians 6:1.
According to Proverbs 26:4,
there are times to avoid descending to
their foolishness.
Someone could ask: If I don’t
respond, won’t these types of people
conclude that they are right?
My answer: If they are not willing
to identify their ideas as interpretations, they already “know” they are
right.
Someone could ask: If I don’t respond, won’t those types of people
pass along bad information about me?
My answer: Possibly. But understand that people are already passing
along false information about you.
Seeking to clarify false information about yourself is like chasing a
pillowful of released feathers in the
wind.
According to Proverbs 26:5,
there are times to make a statement
that exposes their wrong information
or their wrong approach.
If the person regrets his foolishness
(wrong information and wrong approach), you might be able to enter
into a good conversation. If the person does not regret his foolishness
(wrong information and wrong approach), I recommend that you do not
waste your time.
According to Galatians 6:1, people can consider reaching out to help,
but they should not feel compelled to
intervene. And, if a person does
choose to reach out to help, it should
be done in the spirit of meekness.
Love trumps knowledge
Let’s conclude with two scriptures.
In Romans 14:1, the apostle Paul
described the general relationship between people who are considered
strong in the faith and those who are
considered weak in the faith:
“Receive one who is weak in the
faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things.”
In 1 Corinthians 13:2 Paul mentioned the important characteristics
of prophecy, mysteries, knowledge
and faith. Then he noted the superiority of love:
“And though I have the gift of
prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I
have all faith, so that I could remove
mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing.”
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Where do our beliefs about God and what He wants come from?

Mr. Hendrix was baptized into the
Worldwide Church of God in 1978
and currently attends Church of God
International services.
By Lonnie C. Hendrix
AYETTEVILLE, Ark.—Where
do our beliefs about God and
what He wants come from?
The answer to that question for
most Christians
would be “Scripture.” But how
honest of an
answer is that?
Could there be
other factors that
exert an influence
on our religious
opinions?
A friend sent
me an article the Lonnie Hendrix
other day by Ezra
Klein titled “How Politics Makes Us
Stupid.”
While reading through the article it
occurred to me that the points that
were being made about our political
opinions could also be applied to our
religious opinions.
Mr. Klein noted that many in our
political elite operate under the mistaken impression that, given more
information, our differences on the
major questions of the day could be
narrowed or eliminated.

F

Both sides now
The problem is that both sides believe the other side is the one that
doesn’t have access to adequate information.
Couldn’t the same observation be
applied to us religious folk? Don’t
most of us believe that, given more
information, everyone would believe
the way we do?
We think: If we could just show
them our scriptures, they would come
to see the truth as we do.

Or if they were truly led by the
Holy Spirit, they would see things the
same way we do.
Who’s on first?
Nevertheless, Mr. Klein points out
in his article that this type of reasoning was recently refuted by a group of
researchers led by one Dan Kahan.
The researchers discovered that
people aren’t really trying to get to the
truth of a matter. Instead, they discovered that most partisans simply want
to come out on top of the argument.
In short, they found that the ideology of the person in question had
more influence over his conclusions
than on the information he was given
access to.
We already believe
In the words of Mr. Klein, “people
weren’t reasoning to get the right answer. They were reasoning to get the
answer that they wanted to be right.”

The researchers learned that most
people subconsciously dispose of any
information that challenges the values
they hold dear.
Identity protection
Their study concluded that people
defined an expert as “a credentialed
person who agrees with me.” This
represents a phenomenon known as
identity-protective cognition.
In other words, we marshal our
intellectual abilities to protect what
we believe in and destroy anything
that threatens that construct.
Leading with questions
From a religious standpoint, that
sounds a lot like the mind-set Christ
had to deal with among the religious
elite of his day (the priests, elders,
scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees).
Notice that, whenever they confronted Jesus on some point, they
were careful to craft a question or

to heal on the Sabbath. They wanted
an opportunity to vanquish their opponent.
“Then the Pharisees went out, and
held a council against him, how the
might destroy him” (verse 14).
Divorce and remarriage
The Pharisees also came unto him,
tempting him, and saying unto him, ‘Is
it lawful for a man to put away his wife
for every cause?’ ” (Matthew 19:3).
Again, they were not interested in
the truth of the matter. After Christ
gave them His answer, we read:
“They say unto him, ‘Why did Moses
then command to give a writing of
divorcement, and to put her away?’ ”
(verse 7).
Who did He think He was?
On another occasion the priests
and elders approached Christ in the
temple and asked Him about His
authority to do the things He was

If we’re honest with ourselves, most of us aren’t just
interested in what is right or wrong or determining
what God’s will in a matter happens to be.
That sounds an awful lot like religious folks using proof-texting to try
to convince each other that their doctrines are correct and true.
If we’re honest with ourselves, most
of us aren’t just interested in what is
right or wrong or determining what
God’s will in a matter happens to be.
The reality is that most of us seek
to reinforce or support what we already believe and refute or disprove
our opponent’s thesis.
There is an old saying that applies
in both religious and political arguments: A man convinced against his
will is of the same opinion still.

answer that would make them look
good or make Him look bad. Those
were the primary motivations behind
most of their responses.
Let’s look at just a few examples to
illustrate the point:
Healing on the Sabbath
“And, behold, there was a man
which had his hand withered. And
they asked him, saying, ‘Is it lawful to
heal on the sabbath days?’ that they
might accuse him” (Matthew 12:10).
Notice they weren’t really interested in the correct answer to their question of whether it was right or wrong

doing and who gave it to Him (Matthew 21:23).
Jesus, however, turned the tables
on them and asked them whether
John’s baptism was of divine or human origin (verses 24-25).
Then we read: “And they reasoned
with themselves, saying, ‘If we shall
say, from heaven; he will say unto us,
Why did ye not then believe him? But
if we shall say, of men; we fear the
people; for all hold John as a
prophet’ ” (verses 25-26).
Giving to Caesar
“Then went the Pharisees, and took

counsel how they might entangle him
in his talk.
“And they sent out unto him their
disciples with the Herodians, saying,
‘Master, we know that thou art true,
and teachest the way of God in truth,
neither carest thou for any man: for
thou regardest not the person of men.
“ ‘Tell us therefore, What thinkest
thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto
Caesar, or not?’ ” (Matthew 22:15-17).
Do you think that they really cared
about what Christ thought about the
issue?
Dearly departed husbands
A little later, in the same chapter of
Matthew, we read that the Sadducees
tried their hand at discrediting Jesus.
They were of the opinion that the doctrine of the resurrection was a false
teaching that could not be defended.
Hence, knowing that Christ taught
the resurrection, they told a story
about a woman who married and
buried seven husbands in the course
of her lifetime (verses 23-27).
“Therefore in the resurrection
whose wife shall she be of the seven?
for they all had her,” they asked.
Again, however, they were not interested in the truth of the matter
(they had already decided that). They
were trying to do a gotcha on the
Lord.
Nothing but the turf?
In light of this information, we
may want to do a little soul searching
and self-examination of our religious
opinions and motivations for defending them.
Maybe it’s time to seek the truth of
the matter and stop trying to defend
our own turf.
Are we really that afraid that someone with an opinion that is different
from our own might be right about
something? Why not try using our
intellects to get at the truth?

Kenyans say they notice a boldness lacking in other groups
Continued from page 1

deaconess), met me at the Nairobi airport. The three of us went into Nairobi together.
Conferring about leadership
On Monday Pastor Evans Ochieng
and I met on matters pertaining to the
church’s work in Kenya and elsewhere in East Africa. A printer from
Nairobi met with us to discuss our literature needs so we could negotiate
prices for magazines and booklets.
Later, church leaders from all
around Kenya began to arrive Monday evening, and we met with some
of them then. On Tuesday two men
came to join us from Tanzania.
Most of the leaders who came were
part of the Continuing Church of
God, but several were not, such as
men from the Church of God the
Eternal, Christian Church of God of
Grand Junction, etc.
34 leaders present
The conference happened in the
Karibu Hotel in Nairobi. Elders, deacons, deaconesses and local hosts
attended the conference.
A total of 34 leaders were in attendance, representing more than 400
congregants, not all of whom were
part of the Continuing Church of God.
In Kenya, in accordance with
Jesus’ words for “teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you,” many subjects were
covered, including:
It is all about love.
Church history.
The Godhead.
The date and time for Passover.
Marriage and divorce.
Baptism.
Tithing.
Prophecy.
The final phase of the work of
God.

The conference met Tuesday
and Wednesday, with after-conference meetings lasting to almost midnight and into late
Thursday.
Because of airline issues and
mechanical problems, it took
me five jet planes, four vehicles and 50 hours to travel as
directly home as the airlines
would allow.
Laborers for the harvest
Since the Continuing Church
of God’s founding in 2012 I
have repeatedly asked our
brethren to follow Jesus’ admo- BAPTISM–Bob Thiel baptizes Paul Makinda of
nition to pray to “the Lord of Tanzania. [Photo courtesy Bob Thiel]
the harvest to send out laborers
of the work we are doing.
into His harvest” (Matthew 9:38).
We discussed differences in the
Well, at this conference in Nairobi
I met many current and potential governance, prophetic understandlaborers for the harvest. The confer- ings and work of the Continuing
ence provided additional training to Church of God and the UCG.
He asked if we would accept him
them so that they can assist the work.
As far as leaders new to the Con- as a volunteer (unpaid, and he did not
tinuing Church of God, after the con- ask for a salary) pastor of the Conference one of the attendees who tinuing Church of God in his area,
asked for a meeting with Pastor working under the direction of our
Ochieng and me became a leader. regional pastor, Mr. Ochieng, and me
and, ultimately, Jesus Christ.
This was John Owak.
Leaders once part of the Global
For the past 10 years Mr. Owak

tinuing Church of God also attended.
The Continuing Church of God has
more than 20 congregations in East
Africa.
The church’s leaders at the conference showed an appreciation for the
depth of the doctrines, church history,
prophecy and other topics covered.
I found their discernment of details
related to the Continuing Church of
God and the final phase of the work to
be impressive.
Many there noted that a boldness
in proclamation is needed that they
have not seen in other groups claiming to be the Church of God.
Pastor Ochieng commented that
proper unity of the Churches of God
in Kenya has been restored because
of the Continuing Church of God.
He said it should be clear to those
interested in the truth that the Continuing Church of God is the group
doing the work and the group that
has the consummate truth (1 Timothy 3:15) and thus has the Philadelphia mantle (2 Kings 2:9-14; Revelation 3:7-13).
Plans for reaching
During the conference I laid out
plans for reaching Africa. This in-

Africa is functioning as a proving ground for the
Continuing Church of God to show us that this work is being
led in the way that Jesus Christ wants us to go.
was a minister in the United Church
of God (UCG).
John explained that he had been
studying Continuing Church of God
literature for some time (he had also
contacted me), and the conference
convinced him he wanted to be part

Church of God, Living Church of
God, Worldwide Church of God,
Church of God an International
Community, Church of God in Truth,
Church of God 7th Day, the Seventhday Adventist Church and other
groups but now part of the Con-

cluded going over how our current
Internet sites, field ministry and radio
interviews cover this region.
I also revealed our plans for an
Africa-specific Web site, expected to
have our materials online in at least
three languages.

I laid out that we should have congregation locations, leaders’ E-mails
and even photographs of meeting
sites so it would be easier for interested individuals to attend with CCOG.
More congregations
We had sent many Bibles, songbooks, prophecy books, magazines and
history booklets to arrive after the conference to Pastor Ochieng and others.
George Lemi, a Continuing Church
of God group leader in Tanzania and
our primary translator of literature
into Kiswahili, attended the Nairobi
conference. We discussed with him
and others plans to greatly increase
Continuing Church of God congregants in Tanzania.
Multilingual leaders
I noted that many of the leaders
spoke two or three languages (normally English and Kiswahili as well
as their tribal language).
Nearly everyone Kenya is comfortable with English.
Door opening wider
Although at this time, relatively
few in Kenya and Tanzania have direct access to the Internet without
going to an Internet café (which few
can afford), I noticed that nearly all
had cell phones.
Africa is functioning as a proving
ground to show us that this work is
being led in the way that Jesus Christ
wants us to go. We in the Continuing
Church of God also expect to lead
what the Bible refers to as the “short
work” in Romans 9:28.
We are always trying to figure out
how to best serve the needs of our
brethren in Africa.
The work of God through the Continuing Church of God is bearing fruit
around the world, and Africa is showing that this is so.
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Connections runs classifieds
C ONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scriptures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and your family to get the facts. Read this detailed study of
tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Prayer requests

Resources

Resources

Colleen Bailey requests prayers for her
father, Terry Warren. He is undergoing rehab
and care following a recent fall and blood
clot. He has been paralyzed on the right side
since a stroke 14 years ago. Cards can be
sent to Terry and Madeline Warren, P.O. Box
275, Elm Springs, AR 72728.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley Springs, CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.
org, (209) 772-0737 or (209) 772-2993.

Should the Feast of Tabernacles be observed
in a summer or fall month? Should the first
month of the year be a winter or spring
month? www.Fla-ccog.com, jancgil@aol.com.

Personals
Longtime COG member wants E-mail pen pals,
rocky695@att.net or phone 903-534-9131.

Help wanted
Help needed on a small farm. Free rental
space with electric hookup for a trailer,
motor home or camper in exchange for help
with farm chores. 509-732-8984.

Resources
Christian Straight Talk, www.williestraight
talk.blogspot.com. Joseph and Barbara Willie
discuss a variety of subjects relating to the
New Covenant gospel (Sexuality, Trinity, Sin,
Prophecy}. Expand your biblical horizons.
Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath,
11 a.m. Pacific, 12 noon mountain, 1 p.m.
central, 2 p.m. eastern, (916) 233-0562,
www.godward.org.

Why do you
tithe on money?

March 31, 2014

Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002,
South Pasadena, CA 91030.

Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood, AZ 86326.
Who Can You Trust? Bill.hawkins1@
gmail.com.
Radio4Living.com, whatnextmedia.com,
whatnext@pobox.com.
Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery,
TX 77356, art@mokarow.com, GodsPuzzle
Solved.com. Biblical-history programs at
youtubecom/biblicalhistory/art.
Building Bridges Not Walls, www.ReconciliationGroup.org.
The Church of God is not prepared, www.
ChildrenofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little
Rock, AR 72260.
The Church of God Big Sandy, churchofgodbigsandy.com.
From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, www.
ozwitness.net/.
America and Britains Future, US-Britishfuture.com, P.O. Box 4877, Oceanside, CA
92052.

ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.

Malachi in Context Is Vital! Lawrence G.
Mumme, P.O. Box 86094, Tucson, AZ
85754.

Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@
q.com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

Www.cgministry-inchrist.org, cgminchrist@
charter.net.

FEAST IN PALM
BEACH COUNTY

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Obituaries
Joseph Peter McNair, 48, passed away on
March 13, 2014. Peter served as a United
Church of God elder in
the St. Paul, Minn., area.
He is survived by his wife,
Miquelyn; children, Meghan, Joel, Lauren and
Nolan; mother, Dorothy
McNair; siblings, Karla
(Phil) Steagall, Johnathan (Christy) McNair,
Peter McNair
Kathryn (Tomas) Greider,
Rod (Dana) McNair; and
many nieces and nephews. Peter was preceded in death by his father, Carl McNair.
The funeral service was on March 23 at
Wulff Woodbury Funeral Home in Woodbury, Minn. Interment was at Cottage Grove
Cemetery, Cottage Grove, Minn.

The Christian Church of God (fla-ccog.com)
is planning to host the Feast of Tabernacles in
Palm Beach County, Florida, Oct. 11–18, 2014.
Contact 561-547-4952 or jancgil@aol.com

Connections: Member to Member
P.O. Box 1020., Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. • (903) 636-4779 • lkcartwright@aol.com
CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER is published by THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD. © 2014 JMC Associates. All rights reserved. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any reason or for no reason. Classified advertisements are 25 cents a word. Prayer
requests and obituaries of reasonable length are run free of charge as space is available. For display-advertising rates and deadline information, write Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.com or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or call her at (903) 636-4470.

Feast Site Announcement
The Great Lakes Church of God will be keeping the
Feast of Tabernacles at Sevierville,
Tennessee. Those who wish to
visit or attend are encouraged
to call or e-mail for details.
906-440-3414 • RRicker@glcg.net • TheBeautifulThoughtsOfGod.com

Call

Prayer requests
Prayers are requested for Melvin Rhodes,
who has been very ill with malaria and cardiac problems.

Passover is on the 15th, no
doubt about it. Here’s why:
Please call or send for details.
4279 Wilcox Rd., Northport,
WA 99157, or 509-732-8984.

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Jesus the God. Jesus the Man. Priesthood/
Ministerial Duties. Ray Daly, rayedaly@bis.
midco.net or 3 Santee Rd., Lincoln, ND
58504.

916-233-0562

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

.Visit the

Church of God
Big Sandy
on the Web at

.www
.church
.ofgod
.bigsandy
.com

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers
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The Church of God–The Most High
(A SOVEREIGN ASYLUM STATE)

Proclaiming the Everlasting Gospel of the Kingdom of God
According to the Holy Scriptures: Book of Psalms,
Psalm 91, Book of Daniel, Chapter 7, Mark, Chapter 13,
Mark, Chapter 16, Matthew, Chapter 24, Matthew,
Chapter 28, and Revelation, Chapter 14. This Church
adheres to all of the Scriptural Covenant requirements,
including but not limited: To the Seventh Day Sabbath of
God as well as the Annual Sabbaths of God, and the Ten
Commandments. This Church conscientiously objects to
coming under, any and all military authority, in any form.

This Church believes and upholds “the Faith Once Delivered to the Saints, Book of Jude, in The First Century
Church as Scripturally Defined.” This Church believes
and accepts all Scripture, to be the divinely inspired Revelation of God, and “God-Breathed” (self-contained substantiation).
For more information, write to: The Church of
God–The Most High, © Box 91794, Elk Grove,
Illinois Zip Code Exempt.

All communication and correspondence will be considered as private and confidential.

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

Connections:
Member to Member
P.O. Box 1020., Big Sandy, Texas 75755
(903) 636-4779 • lkcartwright@aol.com
CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER is published by
THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD. ©
2014 JMC Associates. All rights reserved. The
publisher reserves the right to refuse any advertising for any reason or for no reason. Classified
advertisements are 25 cents a word. Prayer
requests and obituaries of reasonable length are
run free of charge as space is available. For display-advertising rates and deadline information,
write Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.com
or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
Or call her at (903) 636-4470.

PLEASE BEGIN THE FREE . . . .

THE UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY
OUTREACH PROGRAM
IN YOUR HOMETOWN OR CITY
FOR INFORMATION GO TO:

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE.COM
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

Feast of Tabernacles • “Rejoice Before the Lord”
San Antonio, Texas • October 9–October 16, 2014
The Church of God San Antonio (with the Churches of God Outreach Ministries) will host the Feast of Tabernacles in beautiful San Antonio for
the 17th year. All brethren, regardless of organizational affiliation, who wish to “Rejoice Before the Lord” in unity and love are welcome.
and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles in
beautiful San Antonio, Texas. Experience the warm,
loving, family atmosphere for which this Feast
site is known. You and your entire family will enjoy and be
spiritually edified through uplifting contemporary worship
music and messages given in a spirit of love.

C

OME

This year a special guest speaker, Joe Kovacs, will join
us for the Feast of Tabernacles. Joe Kovacs is a Bible-believing Christian and author of the #1 bestseller Shocked
by the Bible: The Most Astonishing Facts You’ve
Never Been Told. His latest book, The Divine Secret: The Awesome and Untold Truth About
Your Phenomenal Destiny, was officially released in
stores July 17, 2012, and it instantly rocketed to become
a #1 bestseller on its first day of publication, and is
packed with many 5-star glowing reviews on Amazon.
Joe Kovacs is an award-winning American journalist and
broadcaster who has spent more than twenty-five years
in the broadcast, print and online media, receiving
awards for excellence in news coverage from The Associated Press and United Press International. A frequent
media guest, Mr. Kovacs has appeared on The O’Reilly
Factor on the Fox News Channel as well as countless
radio shows across America and the world, including
Coast to Coast AM. Mr. Kovacs will be speaking about
our divine destiny based on his book The Divine
Secret. To read more about Joe Kovacs and his book, go
to www.thedivinesecret.com.

San Antonio is one of America’s unique cities and the
No. 1 tourist destination in Texas. Major attractions include the Alamo, the River Walk, Sea World, Six Flags
Fiesta Texas, the Tower of the Americas, the San Antonio
Zoo, and many others too numerous to list.

Meeting Place

What the Comfort Inn–Fiesta offers

COMFORT INN–FIESTA at SIX FLAGS

All rooms have been renovated with new furniture and
small microwave and refrigerator. Free Deluxe Continental
Breakfast and newspaper in lobby. Free local phone calls. Wireless
Internet service. Remote satellite TV: HBO, ESPN, CNN. Sparkling
outdoor pool. In-room coffee makers, hair dryers, irons and boards.
Interior corridors, elevators, free parking. You will find the rooms
especially comfortable. Satisfaction guaranteed. The hotel with its
indoor corridors is arranged so you will experience instant
fellowship as soon as you step out of your rooms. It makes
possible a very intimate and family oriented Feast.

6755 North Loop 1604 West
San Antonio, Texas 78249
Phone: (210) 696-4766
Fax: (210) 696-6698
E-Mail: comfortinnfiesta@aol.com
Web Site: www.comfortinn.com
(Worship Services held next door at the Elks Lodge
with breakout meeting space at the Comfort Inn.)

How to make reservations
1. Call the Comfort Inn–Fiesta at (210) 696-4766
2. Tell them you are attending the Feast of Tabernacles/
Church of God San Antonio, Group Account 1576179.
3. Room rate is $59.00 plus 16.75% tax ($9.89 = $68.89
for Single, Double, and four children (up to 18 years old);
Extra $10 per additional adult.
Rate is regularly up to $120 during peak season, but we
get a generous price reduction to $59.00. Reservations
accepted only with a deposit or a major credit card.

For more information
Contact Julian Cruz, Festival Coordinator and Pastor, Church of
God San Antonio, 219 Whitefield Ave, San Antonio, Texas 78223;
phone 210/333-7229; E-Mail: jcruz132@satx.rr.com.

Church’s Web page: www.churchofgodsa.com
Please E-mail, write or telephone Julian Cruz and let him
know if you are attending this Feast site along with the
number in your family and age of children. This information will help us plan activities and serve you better.

4. September 15, 2014, is cutoff/cancel date for making reservations at the discounted room rate of
$59. All rooms not picked up by this date will
be released and be subject to a higher room
rate. Please, please, please help us
serve you better by making your reservation as early as possible and
well in advance of the cutoff date.
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Forget the Calendar...
Let’s Talk About God’s Feasts

O

ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
churches of God is to
get the church off track, and
heading in the wrong direction.
In the earliest days of the New
Testament Church, as reported
in the pages of your Bible, we
see that there were some within the Church of God who
attempted to force the Gentiles
to go through Judaism in order
to be a good Christian (Gal
2:11-14).
Satan’s methods and goals
seldom change: Get the church
off track and headed in the
wrong direction.
Since the mid-1990s the
Church of God has been misdirected into a continued discussion about the calendar issue.
As Christians who are concerned about the proper keeping of God’s annual Feasts, the
subject has drawn widespread
attention.
One Church of God teacher
informed me that he had written over 1,000 pages on the
subject of the calendar. One
could say that that may be a
bit of overkill. There are, however, a few key points that we
must understand before we are
able to have a discussion of
any substance.
Are you aware that:
God never gave Israel a
calendar?
He gave them Feast days?
The word calendar never
appears in Scripture?
Calendar is never
mentioned in the seven
major English translations of
the Bible?
Furthermore, although most
of the mainline churches of
God claim to follow the
Hebrew calendar, there is never
a mention of the Hebrew calendar anywhere in the Scriptures.
How in the world can they
claim to follow something does
not scripturally exist? If they
were honest about what they
are doing, they would admit
that they are simply following a
Jewish tradition without scriptural backing of any kind.
Please don’t take any of this
as a condemnation of the
Elders of God’s church. They are
merely following a tradition
that was placed into the

church by HWA and Dr. Hoeh.
Both of these gentlemen were
men of good spirit and well
intentioned.
This reminds me of Mark
7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doctrines the commandments of
men. For laying aside the commandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men . . . Full well
ye reject the commandment of
God, that ye may keep your
own tradition.”
Question? If we can become
sloppy with the keeping of the
Feasts, what’s next?
The Sabbath? Tithing? Clean
and unclean? Look what happened when the church of God at
Rome decided to move the “keeping of the Paschal celebration”
from the 14th of the 1st month to
the Sunday after the full moon
(Cat. Ency. article “Easter”).

chodesh. The translation of that
Hebrew word is “New Moon.”
In 1611 A.D., when the
King James scholars translated
the Scriptures into English, it
was natural for them to use
the word month, because by
1611 they were not recognizing the new moon. If every
time you read the word month
in scripture you said the words
“new moon,” you would eventually realize the significance
of what the translators did in
honest error.
When we realize that every
Feast of God is directly connected to a new moon, we will
see more clearly the evidence
of the simplicity with which
God created His Feasts.
When the nation of Judah
was in captivity, the Word of
God inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel to condemn the spiritu-

competent, understanding,
converted human being to tell
us when the first day of the
seventh month occurs.
The Jewish leaders can give
us numerous reasons why they
choose to make the calculations so difficult and so convoluted. These numerical gymnastics were never a part of God’s
will or His Word.
Brethren, God did not give a
group of Ph.D.s the understanding of his annual Feasts?
He gave them to a group of
wandering Hebrews living in
the desert with no scientific
instruments of any kind.
Why is the church leadership
unable to get together and tell
us when and how to do it
properly? Most of the church
leaders that I know personally
are converted, honorable,
educated, dedicated men of
God. I don’t think it would be
disrespectful to ask them the
question: Why do you refuse
to get this issue out in the
open instead of hiding behind
one obscure text about “the
oracles of God”?
In my opinion, God’s people
count seven more Sabbaths.
are not going to sit idly by
Congratulations! The next day
while some of the major quesis the Day of Pentecost.
tions about God’s Feast days
We are halfway through the go unanswered.
The Church of God in my
year and we didn’t need a
Levitical priest or a member of opinion needs to be reconciled
not only with God but with one
the Sanhedrin to get us there.
All we really need is for a con- another. Instead of reconciliation, we see split after split with
verted, understanding human
no end in sight. Is there anyone
being to tell us when day 1 is.
who earnestly believes that God
The fall festivals are just as
difficult to accurately locate. All is pleased with the splits that
have occurred and continue to
we need to know is when is
occur within His body?
day 1 of the seventh month.
Please visit our website, recOnce we know that, our fifthonciliationgroup.org, for what I
grader can tell us when the
10th, 15th and 22nd of the sev- hope will be a refreshing and
educational visit. Please read
enth month occur.
our article “A House Divided.”
Again, all we need is a
am profaned among them.”
In verse 30 he said he looks
for a man to make a hedge and
stand in the gap before him,
and he found none. How sad
it would be if that Scripture
came to pass.
The question we might want
to address is this: How difficult
is it to calculate the annual
Feast days, as God gave them
to Israel?
If you have a fifth-grader
in your group or in your family
circle, put a calendar in front
of them and asked them
to count from day 1 to day
15. Then ask them to count
7 more. Congratulations!
They just accurately enumerated the seven days of Unleavened Bread.
Now, from the weekly
Sabbath within the Days of
Unleavened Bread, ask them to

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
It took less than 100 years to
turn the truth of God into a lie.
Instead of wasting our time
quibbling over “calendar
issues,” shouldn’t we be having
an honest discussion about the
proper timing of God’s annual
Feast Days? A question for
those who quibble over the
keeping of the New Testament
Passover: Should it be on the
evening of the 14th or the
evening of the 15th but sometimes keep it on the right day
of the wrong month?
That can and does happen!
It happened in 2013. This
was one of the frequent years
when the Jews claim the
beginning the new year came
before the end of the old year.
This is easily provable
You need to know how the
Jews calculate the first month
of the year. You will no doubt
be surprised!
First of all, let us recognize
that there is no Hebrew word
for month. In the first five
books of the Scriptures, the
English word month has been
inserted 78 times in an honest
error. The Hebrew word which
is translated month is the word

al leadership of God’s people.
Ezekiel was not a historian;
he was a prophet. Prophets
write about things that are
going to come to pass. It is
important that we recognize
that fact when we read
Ezekiel 22:23-30.
He was inspired to write
about a conspiracy by the
preachers in the midst thereof
(verse 25). In verse 26 he talks
about Judah’s Priests who have
violated his law and profaned
his holy things and put no difference between the holy and
profane. He goes on in the
prophecy that they “hid their
eyes from my Sabbaths, and I
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The Two Leavened Wave Loaves:
Firstfruits unto the LORD
There is a belief that leaven pictures sin; therefore the Two Wave Loaves
Of Leviticus 23 have sin and cannot picture the Bride. Is this true?
hen looking at the subject of the Leavened Loaves [with
the premise that the waving of the Two Wave Loaves
(Firstfruits unto the LORD) pictures the resurrection of
the Firstfruits, the Bride], I consider the following scriptures:
Rev 14:1-5: And I looked, and lo, a Lamb stood on the Mount
Zion, and with Him a hundred forty-four thousand having His
Father’s name written in their foreheads . . . These are they that
were not defiled with women for they are virgins. These are
they that follow the Lamb whithersoever HE goes. These were
purchased from among men, the Firstfruits unto GOD and to
the Lamb. And in their mouth was found no guile; for they are
without fault before the throne of GOD.
Rev 19:6-9: And I heard as it were the voice of a great multitude and as the voice of many waters and as the voice of
mighty thunderings, saying, “Alleluia! For the LORD GOD omnipotent reigns! Let us be glad and rejoice and give honor to Him;
for the marriage of the Lamb is come and His Wife has made
herself ready. And to her was granted that she should be
arrayed in fine linen, clean and shining; for the fine linen is
the righteousness of saints. And he said to me, “Write,
Blessed are they that are called unto the marriage supper of the
Lamb.” And he said to me, “These are the true sayings of GOD.”
Ephesians 5:25-27: Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself for it that HE might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word: that HE might present it to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish.
The Bride is arrayed in fine linen, clean and shining! And she
is a virgin, spiritually speaking, and without fault, through the
sacrifice of Christ and the indwelling of GOD’s Holy Spirit! She
hears the Shepherd’s Voice and follows Him! So I believe that
leaven cannot picture sin in Leviticus 23:17. I consider the following scriptures:
Matt 13:33: Another parable HE spoke unto them, “The
Kingdom of Heaven is like unto leaven that a woman
took and hid in three measures of meal till the whole
was leavened.”
Luke 13:20-21: And again HE said, “Whereunto shall I
liken the Kingdom of GOD? It is like leaven that a
woman took and hid in three measures of meal till the
whole was leavened.”
Matt 16:6-12: Then Jesus said unto them, “Take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees . . . How is it that you do not understand that I
spoke not to you concerning bread that you should beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees?” Then they understood how that HE bade not
beware of the leaven of bread: but beware of the doctrine of the Pharisees and of the Sadducees.
Matthew 13:33 and Luke 13:20-21 picture leavening as a
positive force: the Power of GOD’s Holy Spirit. And Matthew
16:6-12 shows that Jesus bade them not to beware of the leaven of bread but of the doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
Continuing on:
Lev 2:11-12: “No meal offering that you shall bring
unto the LORD shall be made with leaven: for you shall
burn no leaven or any honey in any Offering of the
LORD Made by Fire. As for the Oblation/Offering of the
Firstfruits, you shall offer them unto the LORD; but they
shall not be burnt on the altar for a sweet savor.”
Lev 7:11-13: “This is the Law of the Sacrifice of Peace
Offerings which he shall offer unto the LORD. If he offer it
for a thanksgiving, then he shall offer with the Sacrifice
of Thanksgiving unleavened cakes mingled with oil and
unleavened wafers anointed with oil and cakes mingled
with oil, of fine flour, fried. Besides the cakes, he shall
offer his offering leavened bread with the Sacrifice
of Thanksgiving of his Peace Offerings.”
The Two Wave Loaves are not to be burned, for you are not
to burn leaven; and an Offering of Firstfruits can contain leaven, for it is not to be burned. Part of the Law of the Sacrifice of
Peace Offerings was that leavened bread was to be offered with
the Sacrifice of Thanksgiving; there is no indication in these
verses that leavened bread is picturing sin. Is one to offer sin in
their offering? The sacrificial animals are to be without blemish
(Lev 1:3, 10, etc.), doesn’t that apply to the rest of the offering?
If leaven pictured sin, wouldn’t these offerings be blemished?

W

(NOTE: Green’s Interlinear made an error when translating
“leavened” in Lev 7:13. They placed Strong’s number for unleavened over the Hebrew word chamets (leavened) and put
unleavened instead of leavened. This is easy to prove by simply
comparing the Hebrew characters in verse 13 with those in
verse 12 . . . they are different. Then compare the Hebrew characters in verse 13 with those in Lev 23:17 regarding the two
wave loaves, “they shall be baked with leaven” . . . the
characters are the same. King James and New King James translations, and Strong’s and Young’s concordances, all translate Lev
7:13 “leavened.” Brown-Driver-Briggs Lexicon supports this.)
I believe that leaven rarely pictures sin; the leavening process
can be used to picture sin (I Cor 4:6-19, 5:1-8); and the leavening process can actually be used to picture GOD’s Holy Spirit
working (Matt 13:33, Luke 13:20-21). There are only eight days
out of the year in which we are commanded to eat unleavened
bread; and during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, it is The Bread
of Affliction that is emphasized to eat: Deut 16:3, “You shall eat
no leavened bread with it [a passover sacrifice]. Seven days you
shall eat unleavened bread therewith, The Bread of
Affliction, for you came forth out of the land of Egypt in haste,
that you shall Remember the Day You Came Forth out of
the land of Egypt all the days of your life.”
Ex 23:18 and 34:25 say, “You shall not offer the blood
of My sacrifice with leavened bread/leaven.” I believe
this is speaking of the Feast of Unleavened Bread [Feast of the
Passover] that begins on the fifteenth day of the first month (Lev
23:6) detailed in Deut 6:1-8. This passover sacrifice is different
from the LORD’s Passover that was killed at twilight (between
the two evening times) at the beginning of the fourteenth day
of the first month (Lev 23:5). This passover was sacrificed, Deut
16:6, “at even (sunset), at the season (appointed time) that you
came forth out of Egypt.” Num 33:3, “And they departed from
Rameses in the first month, on the fifteenth day of the first
month; on the morrow after the Passover the children of Israel
went out.” (There is a more detailed study, “The Passover of
Deuteronomy 16,” in the Feb. 28, 2003, issue of The Journal.)
Also, you can see in the above verse and the following verses that coming out of Egypt is stressed, out of the House
of Bondage, and thus out of Sin, out of the World:
Ex 3:3-4: And Moses said unto the people, “Remember this
Day in which you came out from Egypt, out of the House
of Bondage, for by strength of hand, the LORD brought
you out from there. There shall no leavened bread be eaten. This
day came you out in the month/new moon of the abib.”
Deut 4:35-37: Unto you it was shown that you might know
that the LORD, HE is GOD, none else is beside Him. Out of heaven,
HE made you to hear His voice that HE might instruct you; and
upon earth HE showed you His great fire, and you heard His
words out of the midst of the fire. And because HE loved your
fathers, therefore HE chose their seed after them and brought
you out in His sight with His mighty power out of Egypt.
Deut 5:6-7, 15: “I am the LORD your GOD who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, from the House of Bondage. You shall have no other gods before Me . . . And
remember that you were a servant in the land of Egypt,
and the LORD your GOD brought you out thence through a
mighty hand and by a stretched out arm: therefore the LORD
your GOD commanded you to keep the Sabbath Day.”
Heb 11:24-27: By faith, Moses, when he was come to years,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of GOD than to
enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season, esteeming the reproach
of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had
respect unto the recompense of the reward. By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king, for he endured
as seeing Him Who is invisible.
I continue to believe that the Two Wave Loaves picture the
Bride, the Firstfruits unto GOD and to the Lamb, and she is without sin; and the leaven is not picturing that she has had sin. As
the Sheaf/Omer of the Firstfruits/the Principal of Harvest was
waved on the Morrow of the Sabbath, during the Seven Days of
Unleavened Bread, to be accepted for the Children of Israel, so
Christ rose after His resurrection to be accepted for us on the
Morrow of the Sabbath (John 20:1-17-13). Similarly, Fifty Days
later, the Two Wave Loaves, the Firstfruits unto the LORD, are
waved (along with an Offering Made by Fire, a Sin Offering and
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a Sacrifice of Peace Offering) picturing the future raising-up of
the Bride of Christ.
Presently, I believe that the Firstfruit of Barley pictures Christ,
the First/Principal of the Firstfruit, the Firstborn of many
brethren; and that the Firstfruits of Wheat picture the Bride: that
Christ Jesus is the First Harvest (First of three spiritual harvests),
during the Feast of Unleavened Bread; and that the Bride is the
Second Harvest, on the Day of the Firstfruits/the Day of the
Fiftieth (Pentecost). The Fifty-Day Count unites the Bride with
the Groom! (Many believe that the 144,000, the Firstfruit unto
GOD and to the Lamb [Rev 14], are also the Bride):
Lev 23:15-21: “And you shall count unto you from the
Morrow after the Sabbath, from the Day that you
brought the Sheaf/Omer of the Wave Offering, Seven
Sabbaths shall be complete: even unto the Morrow after
the Seventh Sabbath you shall number Fifty Days: and
you shall offer a New Meal Offering unto the LORD. You
shall bring out of your habitations Two Wave Loaves of
two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be
baked with leaven: the Firstfruit unto the LORD.
“And you shall offer with the Bread, seven lambs
without blemish of the first year and one young bullock
and two rams: they shall be a Burnt Offering unto the
LORD with their meal offering and their drink offerings:
an Offering Made by Fire, of sweet savor unto the LORD.
Then you shall sacrifice one hairy goat for a Sin
Offering and two lambs of the first year for a Sacrifice
of Peace Offerings: And the priest shall wave them with
the Bread of the Firstfruits, a Wave Offering before the
LORD with the two lambs: they shall be holy to the LORD
for the Priest.
“And you shall proclaim on the selfsame day, it is a
holy convocation unto you: you shall do no servile
work: a statute forever in all your dwellings throughout your generations.”
Ex 34:22: “And you shall observe the Feast of Weeks,
of the Firstfruits of Wheat Harvest.”
(A NOTE: There is a better translation of Exodus 12:15 in Green’s
Interlinear Bible. Young’s Analytical Concordance shows that
“shall put away” is shabath, meaning: to cause to rest or keep
Sabbath, Strong’s number 7673, rest, interruption, cessation. The
emphasis appears to be on ceasing to cause or to make leaven
rather than putting it out. Rather than “even the first day you
shall put away leaven out of your houses,” The Interlinear
Bible by Green translates this verse, “Indeed, on the first day
you shall cease to cause leaven from your houses . . .”)
Again, I believe that leaven and the leavening process seldom
pictures sin. A leavened loaf of wheat is beautiful! Leavening/fermenting is a process that causes the product to be more
nutritious and have longer life! GOD has provided seven
weeks (spiritually speaking) for the Bride to reap and
gather fruit unto Eternal Life!
John 4:34-38: Jesus said unto them, “My meat is to do
the will of Him that sent Me and to finish His Work. Say
you not there are yet four months and comes harvest?
Behold, I say unto you, Lift up your eyes and look on
the fields, for they are white already to harvest. And he
that is reaping receives wages and is gathering
fruit unto Life Eternal that both He that is sowing
and he that is reaping may rejoice together!
And herein is that saying true; one is sowing and
another is reaping. I sent you to reap that whereon you
bestowed no labor. Others labored and you are entered
into Their labors!” (John 5:17: Jesus answered them, “My
Father works hitherto, and I work.” John 15:1: “I Am the
True Vine and My Father is the Husbandman.”)
At the 2006 Feast of Tabernacles, during a discussion of the
2006 aviv search, I asked, “Was anyone harvesting the barley?”
Brian thought a moment and answered, “Sheep.”
Psalm 79:9, 13: Help us, O GOD of our Salvation, for the glory
of Thy name; and deliver us and purge away our sins for Thy
name’s sake . . . So we, Thy People and Sheep of Thy
Pasture, will give Thee thanks forever; we will show forth Thy
praise to all generations!
—G. Joan Henderson
Edmonds, WA

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

Issue No. 160 (March 31, 2014)

13

Where Is the...

True Church today?
Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

— Personal from Alton ‘Don’ Billingsley—
“The LORD will change the rain
of your land to powder and dust;
from the heaven it shall come
down on you until you are
destroyed” (Deuteronomy 28:24).
Dear Brethren,

T

he News Media continues to make
known the ever tightening grip of the
rapidly approaching prophesied famine
due to the lack of the needed precious water
for the farms in key areas that supply the foods
that are essential to sustain human life.
There are many Scriptural warnings from
God through His prophets and apostles who
wrote of the very end-time, making known the
horrors that will take the lives of one-third of
the lives in the House of Joseph, America and
Britain! (Ezekiel 5:12). These warnings were
given by God with the desire for repentance.
And the major problem that will lead into
the loss of the millions of lives will be due to the
lack of water for farmers to grow their crops.
This will also bring about the locusts and grasshopper infestation (Joel 1:1-20). Excerpts from
the following news articles reveal the closeness
of this dreadful coming time:
Few farmers immune to impact of epic
California drought—By Dale Kasler, Sacramento Bee, March 20, 2014—When spring
arrives, the Central Valley farm fields owned
by Harris Ranch normally come to life with
tomatoes, lettuce and watermelons. This year,
much of the land has been left dry and bare.
California’s epic drought is being felt all
over rural California, from small family farms
to agribusiness giants such as Harris. Growers
are fallowing land, tapping expensive groundwater and rationing supplies to keep their
orchards and vineyards alive. This downshift
will cost the state billions of dollars in lost economic activity and translate into higher food
prices for consumers.
Harris Ranch, the brand-name beef company famous for its restaurant and cattle feedlot
off Interstate 5, is idling thousands of acres of
cropland. Harris says it will hire at least 1,000
fewer field workers than usual this year.
“You’re used to going around, seeing everything green,” said Harris executive William
Bourdeau, surveying an idled brown field on
the company’s farm in western Fresno
County. “In a normal year, 72 million heads of
lettuce would come out of this ground.”
The drought has affected just about every
place in California where agriculture is king,
from the rice and tomato fields of the
Sacramento Valley to the citrus groves on the
east side of the San Joaquin Valley.
The California Farm Water Coalition estimates that 800,000 acres of land could be fallowed this year, or roughly 10 percent of the
total, and the spate of rainstorms in recent
weeks will do little to change that . . . Richard
Howitt, a UC Davis farm economist, said at
least 20,000 farmworkers will lose their jobs,
putting enormous strain on areas of California
where unemployment is typically in doubledigit percentages even during good times.
It could get a lot worse. Experts say most
farmers should be able to keep going this season, but many of them won’t be able to survive
another season of drought. “The general mood
is, ‘We’ll get through this year, but who knows
about next year?’ ” said Erik Balling of Green

Leaf Ag, a Coalinga irrigation-services company. “If there’s another severe drought, the face
of farming is going to change . . .
‘An illiquid market’—With limited allocations from the government water projects,
farmers are going to extraordinary means to
find supplies. In January, the Buena Vista
Water Storage District sold 12,000 acre-feet of
surplus water. (An acre foot is 326,000 gallons). It got so many bids it could have sold
five times as much. The average sale price:
$1,135 per acre-foot, or four times what water
would cost in normal times.
“I was floored when I was opening those
(bids) up,” said the district’s manager, Maurce
Etchechury. “It is a comment on the seriousness
of the drought.” Such water sales have been
rare, frustrating agribusinessmen who have
cash to spend but can’t find enough sellers.
“We’ve got the wherewithal to buy water,
but it’s a pretty illiquid market,” said John
Harris, chairman and chief executive of the
venerable conglomerate that bears his name.
“There’s not that much water around.”
Harris plans to fallow as much as 9,000 of
its 14,000 acres of vegetables and fruit, saving
what water it has for its almonds, pistachios
and asparagus.
Not surprisingly, the drought is exacerbating age-old legal and political fights over how
to allocate water in a state that would be mostly desert if not for the man-made plumbing
systems devised in the 20th century . . . The
ripple effects are felt in farm towns throughout California.
In Coalinga, population 18,000, drought is an
everyday fact of life. A digital sign greeting visitors to the downtown urges residents to “turn off
faucet when brushing teeth,” and city officials
say the dry weather is the worst natural disaster
to hit Coalinga since a massive earthquake devastated much of the downtown in 1983.
Epic California Drought Could Change
the Way We Eat—By Tyler Wells Lynch—
Our thirstiest state is mighty parched. California is America’s bread basket—or, more accurately, its fruits and vegetables basket. The
Golden State produces 95 percent of the country’s celery, half of its bell peppers, 89 percent
of its cauliflower, 96 percent of its tomatoes,
95 percent of its garlic, 90 percent of its avocados–and the list goes on.
In fact, the state accounts for nearly onefifth of the entire agricultural output of the
U.S. Producing all those crops requires a lot of
water—something California has had trouble
supplying over the last couple years. Thanks
to what could be the worst drought in the
state’s history, farmers and distributors may
have to start looking elsewhere to plant or
buy their crops.”
Wheat prices soar again as dryness
fears spread—From Agrimoney.com,
March 19, 2014—Wheat prices soared again
amid talk that drought poses a threat to wheat
crops not just in the US but in Australia too,
provoking a “historically high drought premium” to prices, with dryness fears also spreading from Ukraine into Europe . . . Growers
need six inches of rain to plant, an amount
that would be “unseasonal,” New South Wales
Farmers warned, adding that “stress levels are
rising” among producers.
‘More severe threat’—The cautions come
amid mounting concerns over dryness in the US,

where ratings for the southern Plains crop was
downgraded this week again, including in
Kansas, the country’s top wheat-producing state.
At Chicago broker RJ O’Brien, Richard
Feltes said that “weather leans positive [for
prices] with confirmation today of much
below normal temps penetrating into southern US next week while majority of the US
hard red winter wheat belt leans dry.”
‘Timely rains needed’—“Thus says
the Lord GOD, ‘Declare this in the house
of Jacob . . . But this people has a defiant and rebellious heart; they have
revolted and departed. They do not say
in their heart, let us now FEAR the LORD
our God, who GIVES RAIN, both the former and the latter in its
season . . . Your iniquities
have TURNED these things
AWAY, and your sins have
withheld good from you”
(Jeremiah 5:14, 20, 23-25).
WATERWITCHING—Like
King Saul, who out of desperation and fear sought a witch to
bring up Samuel when he
enquired of God and He would
no longer answer him (I
Samuel 27:3-25), so farmers in
California for the same reasons
are turning to WATERWITCHING,
seeking the aid of demons to
try and find water underground for them. This is bringing a greater curse on them
(Leviticus 19:31; 20:6).
California Drought: Desperate Farmers Turn to ‘Water Witches’ for Help—
Winter Storm Titan may have dumped record snow and rain on California, but the
much-needed precipitation still hasn’t fully
eased the state’s worst drought on record. And, with water at a premium, California’s farmers have been hit particularly
hard by measures aimed at conserving
what little water the state has remaining.
So farmers are turning to an unusual, some
might say mystical, resource to help find any
water lost to the naked eye: dowsers, also
known as water witches. Practitioners of
dowsing use rudimentary tools—usually copper sticks or wooden “divining rods” that resemble large wishbones—and what they
describe as a natural energy to find water or
minerals hidden deep underground.
While both state and federal water scientists disapprove of dowsing, California “witchers” are busy as farmers seek to drill more
groundwater wells due to the state’s record
drought that persists despite recent rain.
The nation’s fourth-largest wine maker,
Bronco Wine Co., says it uses dowsers on its
40,000 acres of California vineyards, and
dozens of smaller farmers and homeowners
looking for wells on their property also pay for
dowsers. Nationwide, the American Society of
Dowsers Inc. boasts dozens of local chapters,
which meet annually at a conference.
“It’s kind of bizarre. Scientists don’t believe

in it, but I do and most of the farmers in the
Valley do,” said Marc Mondavi, a vineyard
owner whose family has been growing grapes
and making wine since the mid-20th century
in the Napa Valley.
Don’t tell that to John Franzia, co-owner of
Bronco Wine Co., the nation’s fourth-largest
wine producer based on sales. It makes wine
under hundreds of labels . . .
Franzia said the company uses many technologies to find water on its 40,000 acres, but
turns to dowsers often and with great success.
“I’ve used witchers for probably the last 15
to 20 years,” Franzia said. “Seems like the
witchers do the better job than the guys with
all the electrical equipment. I believe in them.”
The L ORD God Makes
Known: “Are there any
among the idols (idols are a
front for demon worship,
Deuteronomy 32:17; I Corinthians 10:20-21) of the nations that can cause RAIN?
Or can the heavens give
showers? Are You not He,
O LORD our God? Therefore we will wait for You,
since You have made all
these” (Jeremiah 14:22).
The End of this Age is
Near—Please realize there is
little time left before the
prophesied famine begins to
reach its fullness and the
shelves of the grocery stores
are emptied (Deuteronomy 28:23-24, 42;
Joel 1:1-20).
Though it is wise to have some foods stored,
this will not be enough. There will have to be a
dependency on God to fulfill His promises of
supplying the additional need for food (Job
5:20; Psalm 33:18-19; 34:10; 37:18-19). And
He will just as He did with Elijah (I Kings 17:116), to those who are the faithful and enduring
people of God (Revelation 3:7-13).
To be counted worthy to be among the
faithful and blessed people of God, the Apostle
Paul wrote: “But YOU must continue in the
things (true teachings as restored by God’s
late apostle and the promised Elijah, Malachi
4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3) which you
have learned and been assured of, KNOWING from WHOM you have learned them”
(II Timothy 3:14).
Do we remember from whom we have
learned them? Are we remaining FAITHFUL to
those teachings? You can know by REVIEWING
the unedited MYSTERY OF THE AGES by Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong, ISBN 0-396-08773-6.
(For those who do not have this book on
hand, we will be happy to mail you a copy free
of charge from what we have on hand with no
obligation of any kind.)
And to be counted worthy to be among
those so blessed, we must have the strength of
enduring faithfulness of God’s TRUTH while
seeking the GOAL He has set before us—just as
did God’s Apostle, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong.
—Don Billingsley

The quotes are intended for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved.
The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to
the respective owners thereof, and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Identity
Most people are aware of what happens when an identity,
such as one’s name and mailing address, is given out.
Subscribe to a magazine? Offers from other publications soon
begin arriving. Purchase clothing through a catalog? Almost
before the purchased items are delivered the mail carrier
arrives with a handful of catalogs from other sellers. Lists of
computer email addresses are like gold. Sending unsolicited
advertising—spam—via the Internet is so easy, thousands
can be dispatched at the press of a keyboard button.
Those of us who occasionally ‘advertise’ in The Journal and
include a postal or email address are guaranteed some
response. Of course, the desire is for positive response—pros,
not cons—however, receiving unwanted ‘mail’ is a fact of life
even with The Journal.
A letter came in the mail. The writer requested $32,000 to
buy a van so he could take his wife to the hospital.
Another fellow wrote saying he was living with a friend. His
wife had gone to a nearby city to find a job to support herself. In the meantime, he wanted money so he could preach
to unmarried girls about safe sex.
One gentleman sent an article he had written. It contained a
number of good points, a few questionable ones. Responsive
comments were handwritten at the side of the pages and
then returned to him. Credit was given where credit was due;
scriptures suggested when there was some question.
A flame letter came back in response. He would not accept
handwritten responses. Everything needed to be properly
typewritten! Did this individual think everyone has the knowledge and/or are physically capable of typing? Did he expect
those to whom he sends unsolicited writings to have time to
engage in item for item ‘discussions’ on points of disagreement (typewritten, mind you)?
Another fellow wrote requesting invitation as a “weekly
guest speaker (for) sermons at $500 an hour plus transportation . . . payable by certified check or US money order at the
beginning of the sermon.”
When his request was ignored he wrote again. He blasted: “I
did not (underlined) receive your reply. You are still in your
sins. You are not (underlined) Christians—REPENT (capitalized)!” Would any truly Christian group want to hear from,
and pay for, such an attitude?
Paul wrote to the Galatian Church: “I marvel you are so soon
removed from Him that called you into the grace of Christ
unto another gospel, which is not another. There be some that
trouble you and would pervert the gospel of Christ”
(Galatians 1:6-7).
Paul gave similar warning to the Corinthians, and did it somewhat sarcastically: “I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent

beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your minds should be
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that
comes preaches another Jesus (whom we have not
preached), or if you receive another spirit (from that you have
received from us), or another gospel, you might well (probably will) bear with him.”
Paul was warning that perverted ideas about God’s truth
lurked all around, even were within their very midst. They
were at risk should they accept those other spirits, Christs
and gospels.
“As the truth of Christ is in me,” said Paul, “no man shall stop
me of this boasting” (about the true Christ and dangers of
untruth).
“Why do I continue to do this?” Paul seems to rhetorically
question. “Is it because I don’t love you (that I chastise and
correct)? God knows (that is not so). What I do, (and) that I
will do, (is) so I may cut off opportunity from them which
desire opportunity (to spread lies and confusion), wherein
they glory (at such opportunity)” (2 Corinthians 11:3-4, 10).
Paul was on his soap box. And, surely, those who heard what
he said needed to hear it.
“For such are false apostles,” Paul continued, “deceitful
workers, transforming themselves into the apostles of Christ.
And, no marvel, Satan himself is transformed into an angel of
light. Therefore, it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as ministers of righteousness” (2 Corinthians
11:10-15). Warned Paul: The identities of false prophets need
to be determined to protect one’s spiritual safety.
Jesus also warned about false ministers. “If any man shall
say to you: ‘Lo, here is Christ,’ or ‘Lo, he is there,’ believe him
not. For false Christs, and false prophets, shall arise showing
signs and wonders to seduce, if it were possible, even the
elect. Take you heed! Behold, I have foretold you all things”
(Mark 13:21-23).
Years after Jesus had departed back to heaven, we find the
New Testament relating several situations where true ministers of the early churches were in constant combat with those
who gloried in spamming their brethren with untruths and
faulty doctrine. They had the problem then, the same still continues a problem today.
Some in churches of God are teaching another gospel, as well
as another Christ, exactly what Paul had warned about.
Surely, some who are doing such teaching are sincerely mistaken. But, there also are those who know better and actively are working against God’s word because of a comfort zone
of tradition and/or paycheck.
When Christ returns, upon whom will responsibility fall for
CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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knowing truth? Again, scripture has the answer: “Study to
show yourself approved unto God, a workman that needs not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. Shun profane and vain babbling, for they increase ungodliness, and
their words will eat as does a canker” (2 Timothy 2:15-17).
It is the responsibility of God’s worshipers to scrutinize information they hear and read. The example is provided: The
Bereans. “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica,
in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and
searched the scriptures daily whether those things were
so” (Acts 17:11).
For more than 5,000 years, bogus religionists have been promoting the doctrine of the Trinity. The Trinity purports that
when Jesus came to the earth he was either God wrapped in
skin (100% God), was 1/2 physical 1/2 spiritual (50% God),
or a 1/3 part of a ‘godhead’ (33% God, assuming the Spirit is
a separate individual/person). Because the doctrine itself is so
wishy-washy, seemingly can’t make up its mind as to what is
correct, the confusion should be a waving, red warning sign.
Nevertheless, there are some in various church groups
preaching a variance of the Trinity. They are saying Jesus
didn’t come in the flesh, or that Mary was only a receptacle
for a god. Their opinion is that Jesus had to be a god because
a god was required to die in order to cancel sin.
Excuse me. Even if spirit Beings could die, they don’t have
blood to shed. Jesus said during his last Passover observance:
“This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for
many for the remission of sins.” Other scriptures add: “The
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (John 1:14). “Every
spirit that confesses not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh
is not of God. This is that spirit of antichrist” (1 John 4:3).
Then the pendulum swings wildly in an opposite direction.
Some few say Joseph conceived Jesus, that he was the ‘real’
father, not God. Scripture says: “The birth of Jesus Christ was
on this wise. When his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph,
before they came together, she was found with child of the
Holy Spirit. Joseph being a just man, and not willing to make
her a public example, was minded to put her away privately.
“The angel of The Lord appeared in a dream, saying: ‘Joseph,
son of David, fear not to take Mary as your wife. For that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. A virgin shall be
with child.’
“Joseph did as the angel of The Lord had bidden him, took to
him his wife, and knew her not till she had brought forth her
firstborn son” (Matthew 1:18-20, 23-25).
Others are preaching that before Jesus came to the earth he
was the archangel Michael. Scripture says: “Unto which of

the angels did God say at any time: ‘You are my son. This day
have I begotten you’?” (Hebrews 1:5 / Jude 9).
Though they might have managed to transform themselves
to appear as ministers of Christ, even the cleverest false
prophet exhibits traits and ploys common to their occupation,
and by which they can be identified (never mind obvious
scriptural conflicts).
A false prophet needs to be in control. To do that they use
peer pressure, threats of isolation and threats of humiliation
to maintain a position of authority. Emotional attacks like
these are very effective. And, remember, ‘control’ is always at
another’s expense, mentally and financially.
A false prophet regularly reminds others they ‘are of God.’
This promotes an aura of preeminence and ‘holy knowledge.’
Some religionists expect to be addressed as ‘Reverend’ or
“Mister So-in-so.” In the words of Jesus: “He that speaks of
himself seeks his own glory (John 7:18). Jesus always manifested the ‘name’ of his Father in heaven never requesting
favors or special treatment for himself (John 8:28).
A false prophet might preach another Jesus by saying that
‘The Lord God’ of the Old Testament was who eventually
became the physical Jesus. But scripture says The Lord would
send His servant to bring forth judgment unto truth. That servant would be the elect of The Lord, and in whom The Lord
would delight. The Lord would place His spirit upon His servant who would not fail, nor be discouraged (Isaiah 42:1-4).
“Thus says God The Lord, He that created the heavens and
stretched them out, He that spread forth the earth and that
which comes out of it, He that gives breath unto the people
upon it and spirit to them that walk therein: ‘I, The Lord, have
called you (the servant) in righteousness. I will hold your hand
and will keep you, and give you for a covenant of the people,
for a light of the Gentiles’ ” (Isaiah 42:5-6).
The Lord says before Him there was no God formed, neither
shall there be after Him (Isaiah 43:10).
The Almighty God, the same who identified Himself to Abram
(Genesis 17:1), knew of no other gods besides Himself. “Yea,
there is no god. I know not any” (Isaiah 44:8).
Jesus said God had created all things (Mark 13:19).
The apostle Paul said there is one God, and one mediator
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus (1 Timothy 2:5).
★ ★ ★

Brush up on common traits and ploys used by false prophets.
Request a copy of the free Bible study booklet: False
Prophets.
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Exit Nimrod
Part 3
n the early US, Masons paraded publicly,
Iaprons
flaunted their jewels and regalia. Wearing
with symbols of false religion as Nimrod’s or Satan’s Eye. Later in movies, TV and
advertising, wealth was shown as a primary
goal for the masses. Smoking, makeup and
high heels promoted this high life style of the
rich and famous, vices to copy.
This display of riches showed class distinction. Like in Britain on board ships. The captain and officers were from ‘noble’ families and
treated well with more food, perks and less
physical labor than the crew who were virtual
slaves. In the US, only the rich had slaves.
With a nationwide system of controlling slaves
and those who might harbor runaway slaves
could be fined or punished severely. The elite
had the forces of the nation to keep the lower
classes in line, and the god of forces.
In Britain and the early US, men wore their
hair long as women. (Nimrod, as Antichrist or
‘his’ son is depicted as a hippy Christ with long
hair, the false god of the past becoming the god
of mainstream Christianity.) And at least those
in power might wear white wigs to give the
impression of wisdom with age. British judges
and civil leaders may still do. And wear high
heel shoes to convey they were of the high and
mighty. They did make it appear their calves
were bigger and thus stronger, like some men
showing off their big biceps momentarily, but
this was constant. The practice continued from
Europe where some kings and queens had the
highest shoes to indicate their higher class over
commoners. The French Revolution ended the
high heels for a time, when royalty and commoners briefly became more equal.
HWA wanted men for worship services to
wear suits and ties as a uniform, likely because
he was a business man. So the air conditioning
needs to be cranked up, and women are cold or
must wear something as a shawl. Yet when
meeting in Hawaii for Feasts, ministers set the
example by not wearing the usual top part, only
a short sleeve flowery shirt. I used to help a
woman with Multiple Sclerosis attend worship
services. She claimed (from hearing sermons)
if she even wore slacks during the coldest time
of year that other women would be inclined to
wear them, too. So she suffered, while men
feasting in Hawaii did not. Hypocrisy.
While dress for Sabbath services should
befit the Holy Day, it should not mean excluding some who cannot afford finer clothing (1
Tim 2:9; James 2:1-9). Each is a member of the
body of Christ and should not be put down by
costly array of some, who want to appear exalted (Mat 23:12).
On Kelly TV show of 1-23-14
Brief comments about high heels (platforms, wedges . . .) and makeup were stated.
“Anderson Cooper [co-host] shared details that
they are bad for the knee, calf, achilles tendon,
metatarsus and other areas of the foot and leg
that hurt all the time. That’s how I know my
shoes are working, Kelly Ripa joked. Cooper
said that women have it harder than men with
makeup and high heels, which men would
never agree to put up with on a daily basis.”
Also that if men had to wear makeup all day,
makeup companies would go out of business.
She tries to compensate for her shortness
with very high heels. Is this an inferiority complex? Or does God want shorter than normal
people to hurt themselves while trying to compensate for the difference? But to be fair, short
men should wear them too, and tall people
should, what? Stoop over? Or walk with knees
bent to compensate?
Should really short people wear high shoes
over a foot high? One very tall guy complained
that people meeting him for the first time automatically assume he must play basketball, so if
they ask about that he asks sarcastically, And
you race horses as a jockey?
There are advantages and disadvantages in
most every situation. Jesus tells us to overcome
all adverse things, like stereotyped thinking. Or
handicaps that seem to really restrain some
people, but some in the same situation can cope
and thrive. Becoming examples as heroes triumphing in bad situations. Instead of feeling so
stifled at what God made them, some do nothing and do not build on what little talents and
abilities God did provide (Mat 25:24-30).
We should avoid stilted language and stilted
shoe wear. But someone might wear stilts for
fun (with the risks) or for doing work on a ceiling for short periods. Why not view as God

does? That various heights provides variety.
Kelly later lost a bet, so appeared one day on
TV without makeup on. Even without stage
makeup. To rightly divide the word of truth,
this kind may be all right to use. Some people
will balk at this, but this kind of makeup is used
to appear normal under the bright lights. Not
necessarily to appear sexy, but some stage
makeup is used for that so would be wrong,
and any is subject to toxic ingredients. Kelly
felt embarrassed that people would see how
she really looks, and not as she appears normally—all dolled up with makeup. Similar to
the claimed new norm of marriage with two of
the same sex, both perverted practices of Satan.
Homosexuals have a plumbing problem.
Sexual parts do not match properly as in plumbing. The designers made parts ‘male and female’ to work properly. While the Designer of
humans made bodily parts to properly become
one flesh with only male and female. Homosexuals resort to sodomy which uses the last part
of the digestion system for wrong use. Resulting
in easier contact with unclean wastes and contagions as venereal diseases. Anal sex causes
infections more since contagions there are not in
other parts of the body. Plus risk of damage to
the anus (very fragile) and rectum. Teenagers
may do it thinking it is better than vaginal sex
risk for Sexually Transmitted Diseases.
In the US, homosexuals advanced in society
even getting marriage status, so pedophiles are
seeking that route of acceptance. Nimrod’s
family included incest when son married mother, which has always been taboo. Incest, homosexuality and other sexual perversions can be
forgiven as other sins, and of such ex-sinners
are some members of the COG (1 Cor 6:9-11).
‘Jews’ of Judaism (Great Babylon) want the
Goyim to be homos not Jews, so promote it
even in public schools to deplete their population, while Jews tend to have private schools.
About 80% of the Jews are really not, but
Khazars. Jesus condemned Pharisee-Jew practices, as showing off to impress others (Mat
23:5). We should not have an affected walk, to
strut as if we are some great person. Not try
hard to impress others.
Recently on national news it was claimed all
the rules for dating are thrown out. That it is good
to ‘sleep’ with your date on the first night, even
the best way. Sounds like Satan talking! He has
used other less blatant schemes over the years.
Sins are bad enough from casual sex anyway.
Unclean lips with unclean lipstick
For decades, lipstick contained whale or pig
fat because of the high melting point, since
even normal human temperature (at least
inside) is almost 100 degrees, and it may be hot
outside. Later, just pig fat or something else
was used when whales were endangered.
When lipstick used to contain such unclean
sources, females with it were of unclean lips.
But for most of those who eat unclean meat,
that is not an hypocrisy problem since they do
not live by the Bible or at least properly. Most
red lipstick and red makeup in general contains
unclean insect parts of Cochineal.
“I just want to warn you all about the ingredient, carmine, Crimson Lake, Cochineal,
Natural Red 4, C.I. 75470 or E120. Carmine is
made up cochineal beetles . . . They are boiled
to extract the carminic acid that is found in red
dyes . . . the dead beetles are crushed into a
powder and made into the dye. This dye is in
food like Yoplait yogurt, fabric and wool dyes,
food coloring, and cosmetics [including lip
pencils and lip glosses].” Any food or drink
that is orange, red or pink may have it as
ketchup, candy, wine, pills and of course some
canned cherries which appear bland otherwise.
Since makeup companies do not need to list
all the ingredients, they might not include the
unclean sources, or disguise the labeling. Some
women will claim they do not eat the lipstick, so
unclean insect or pig is not a problem. After all,
God’s objection is about eating them, not wearing them. We touch unclean pets all the time,
there is no restriction on that except eating them.
But one lecturer to women said: “In all my
lectures to women over the years, I always ask
Is there anyone here that removes her lipstick
before eating? and maybe one woman raises
her hand and the rest look at me in shock—or
like I’m a little nuts. Some have even told me
that they refresh their lipstick in the middle of a
meal. I think not even 1% of women around the
world know that manufacturers can put these
poisons in lipstick because it’s not considered a
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food.” Obviously, some lipstick is ingested
while eating. The lecturer was addressing mostly toxins as lead (not unclean food but both
apply to us), which was reduced a lot decades
ago, but is now in many lipsticks, particularly
the most popular ones. Not too many companies would want to label a toxin in the ingredient list, especially if labeling that is not needed.
Since they do not have to list all ingredients,
they list only the best looking ones. This fact
should be alarming! This law causes deception!
Carmine causes allergies to some people. So
those who wear it in lipstick can get an allergic
reaction, or if they eat or drink it. God does allow
some insects to be eaten (as locusts) but that is
for people in general, and not for those who
might be allergic to them. One old WCG minister said if God wrote the Bible today, he could
include much more in the unclean list to avoid.
Some people claim the process of extracting
the red dye from insects makes the insect body
parts not unclean, but this does not negate the
possible allergic reaction even in foods and
drink. We do ingest unclean sources as bits of
insects on a routine basis which do contaminate our food but on a usually minute scale so
their effect is negligible. Jesus did say to the
Pharisees they strain at a gnat only to swallow
a camel (exaggerating for effect, Mat 23:24).
Lead has been dramatically reduced from
gasoline and paint. Kids tended to lick or eat the
lead paint (as chips) in old houses resulting in
nerve damage. And can ingest lead through lead
lipstick if they apply it imitating mom, or fetuses from their mothers who use it. Satan tries to
impair humans and warp their thinking as early
as possible. If he cannot rule in their lives, he
wants their deaths. Rulers of evil under him
continue many of the same practices found hazardous long ago if not guarded against.
The human body is a temple of God (1 Cor
3:16-17). We should not treat it by eating junk
food, or apply harmful chemicals, particularly
for vanity sake. For most people, the worst pollution we face is in our own home, what chemicals we wear, apply or cleansers, and any toxic
gases they give off in areas in the home not
adequately ventilated.
Applied to the skin, chemicals can be
absorbed into the blood stream—the principle
of dermal patches. So chemicals in makeup can
enter the body by simply contacting the skin
over time. Red insect dye in rouge can be
absorbed through the skin and cause allergic
reactions in some people.
A dermatologist expert on the Dr. Oz TV
show said to allow a week per month without
nail polish to let the nails breathe. This would
be after using a nail polish remover or solvent
which tends to have toxins as toluene. Makeup
is touted, while its removal time and money for
chemicals and swabs is hardly mentioned.
Satan has the masses trying hard to look good,
according to a fabricated image he designed,
instead of being good.
Some complain about those against makeup
as being against women! Satan is against men
and women. Enslaves women to perform all
kinds of rites to supposedly look pretty on the
outside, actually makes them look grotesque,
ugly or abnormal. Makes them embarrassed to
go outside without makeup on. God urges
beauty on the inside, getting rid of spiritual
blemishes—applicable to men, too.
One woman admits “I don’t go outside of the
house—not even to pick up the paper—without
lipstick. I can’t help it. I really can’t.” Rachel
says “What makes me sad is that so many
women feel that their natural faces are so unacceptable that they will never leave the house
without makeup on. That’s not empowering,
that’s just a completely warped view of what a
woman’s face should look like.” Superstitious.
A researcher notes “Manufactured images of
ideal beauty and supermodel glamour have
come to dominate women’s consciousness.
And the act of beautifying, though it seems
enticing and freely chosen, is really compulsory work, so narcissistic, time-consuming and
absorbing as to limit women’s achievements.”
High heels and makeup for
sexual lust
While sex is used to sell most everything,
there is a direct link between makeup or high
heels and sex.
Some COGs (as LCG) claim a little makeup
like lipstick is all right, as long as it is not
gaudy. But why is the usual color red? Are nonred colors all right, or do they appear gaudy?
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Red is promoted extensively in makeup for
sexual lust, which is against Jesus’ instruction
to avoid lust (Mat 5:28). Most makeup users
employ red for lipstick, rouge or finger nails,
even toe nails to show they are sexy. If a female
wants to show she is sexually hot she may wear
high heels with the outside soles red!
Males or females should not entice the other
gender to sin by whatever means. A woman
with high heels tends to look around to see if
men look at her, attract their glances or even
other women as competitors or to promote envy.
New makeup labels of Temptress, Vixen and
Teasing Flirt are not really new according to The
Chicago Sun-Times: “Makeup has always been
about sex—usually implicitly. Now things are
becoming more explicit. Sexy names are overrunning cosmetic counters, making a simple
task such as buying blush seem like a trip to the
curtained-off section of your local movie rental
place.” Referring to porn, which is a perverse
addiction. Many items are used to provoke evil
thoughts, and having sex on the mind continually leads to perversions. Blush or rouge gives the
(false) impression of youth or sexual flush.
Some nurses at a hospital found if they
applied no makeup at work, they were not sexually harassed by male doctors. They did not
trust that a little makeup would avoid male
arousal. Likewise, an advice column for
teenagers said it bluntly “Ban the red lipstick
and rouge, and half the pregnancies will stop!”
While half the babies were not due to makeup,
why add another important factor? Teenage
girls with makeup appear to the boys (‘studs’)
as available hookers without pay, but the boys
still desire to marry a virgin—a double standard. Also convoluted thinking on the boys’
part who deep down think they also should be
a virgin to wed a virgin to be fair to their mates.
High-heeled shoes are called power shoes
for women in power, yet they are subject to
falling easier, tripping on over their feet or
some object, or uneven surface. The power
seems only in regard to sexual power over men.
Wikipedia: “They increase the likelihood of
sprains and fractures. They can create foot
deformities, including hammertoes and bunions. Altered forces at the knee caused by
walking in high heels may predispose to degenerative changes in the knee joint . . . This is
because they cause a decrease in the normal rotation of the foot, which puts more rotation
stress on the knee . . . high heels have also been
blamed for reducing the woman to a sex object
by sacrificing practical comfort in favor of an
alleged increase in sex appeal.”
Yes, like makeup, women in high heels appear not as human beings but objects for sexual lust.
High heels bad for body and mind
A former stripper claims she follows Christ
now and does not want to attract dirty-minded
men any more. Many strippers have noted men
will stare at the high-heeled shoes prancing about
and virtually ignore the naked women above!
Similar to the fixation that Chinese men had with
tiny bound feet of their women. Fetishes.
Nimrod’s phallus worship continued in idols
of pointy toes and pointed heels. The old
poulaine had such an extended toe part that its
end had to be tied to a leg, worn by men and
women. Other shoes are not that obvious but
convey the same idolatry.
The article Killer High Heels showed that
80% of women’s shoe purchases are for sexual
attraction. “The result of wearing high heels is
estimated at $16 billion annually (time taken off
work to recover from foot surgeries, medical
costs, etc.). He [the writer] cites further studies
showing that for a substantial number of podiatry-related injuries or conditions, women outnumber men up to 40-to-1, with the suspected
culprit . . . high heels.” Much of men’s troubles
were from wearing pointy toed shoes, to sexually attract. For women this effect is worse with
the added pressure from high heels.
Some wear high heels to appear taller since
women in general are shorter than men. Or to
appear they are of a higher class, promoted by
makeup companies to urge women to look like
they have higher class of money or status. But
are these worthwhile goals? Jesus said not to
inflate the importance of ourselves (as leaven).
Paul advised not to mind high things and not to
be wise in our conceits (Rom 12:16). There are
no class distinctions now for true Christians or
after Christ returns.
Makeup and high heels
mind control
“Don’t get me wrong. I love clothes and get
huge pleasure from shopping. But I resent the
way we are being brainwashed by fashion dictators who cynically create and then exploit our
insecurities.”
“Cosmopolitan [magazine] communicated
that if a woman hoped to enjoy a satisfying sex
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life, she first had a long list of flaws she had to
fix.” And wear high heels like Barbie.
Very many females are led to believe they
must wear at least lipstick to venture forth outside, even for emptying the trash. Afraid of what
others might think if they did not.
Note the ploy of a church to make it appear
makeup must be used, at least a little, for confidence: “A church I attended last year once had
guest speakers come and meet with all the
women. They taught us how to wear makeup,
and it was the most bizarre experience I’ve ever
had with religion. They had this talking mirror
that would say You are so beautiful! and we were
supposed to respond with, Yes I am. But not
before the makeup was on us—only after we’d
been given makeovers. This push to wear makeup had sunk so deep into these women that they
honestly did not believe a woman could feel
beautiful without it. They kept saying You don’t
have to wear a lot of makeup, but you have to
wear a little or you won’t be confident.” Utter
nonsense! Makeup companies are so brazen in
selling their wares they foist their ideas in
churches, and incite fear and inadequacy.
Obviously, Satan is behind this line of reasoning.
What are makeovers? Transforming ourselves into something we are not? Make
believe?
Beauty contests became so popular in the US
that even girls in ordinary public schools were
given instructions in how to win (Satan urging
this indoctrination early). Girls were instructed
when standing to give a standard posed look
with feet positioned at a certain angle, one foot
slightly behind the other. Told how to walk displayed in front of a crowd, not to improve posture or gait, but to be (sexually) appealing. Of
course, wearing high heels worsens the posture
and makes the gait more unbalanced. Just like
Satan wants, to throw thinking off balance. As
with drugs legal and otherwise to cause imbalanced thinking. National TV news showed a
few women leaders tripping while doing official
business because the high heels force them into
an unnatural walk. More susceptible to falling
and fracturing hips. Not exactly power shoes!
This girl has come to the right conclusion:
“I’m a 16-year-old girl and can’t stand makeup.
I don’t even like it to enhance natural beauty
because that’s a pretty sad reason to make yourself into something you aren’t. Why should people be so insecure that they have to cover up
every flaw? Makeup doesn’t give people confidence, in my opinion, it makes them fake.”
Actually conveys they have less confidence to
resort to a gimmick. It is no surprise Satan promotes makeup to cause evil. Even so-called
women’s magazines may not be really to help
women but harm them.
“[In the] late 19th century Ladies’ Home
Journal publisher Cyrus Curtis made it clear
that readers were not the magazine’s real customers, asking an audience of advertisers Do
you know why we publish the Ladies’ Home
Journal? . . . The real reason, the publisher’s
reason, is to give you people who manufacture
things that American women want and buy a
chance to tell them about your products. With
some of the industry’s lowest subscription
prices and highest production costs, today’s
women’s magazines are still totally dependent
on advertising revenue.”
American women were persuaded to want
what companies made by the same method
Bernays used. Get the leaders, as so-called makeup experts in magazines, to endorse their products, while most women think they are un-biased.
One woman voiced her makeup concern
while another responded: “As a common courtesy to those who have to see me during the
course of the day. That just makes me want to
cry. Men walk around in public with their real
faces ALL THE TIME. How can it possibly be RUDE
for a women to show her face to other people?”
Satan has mankind pursuing skin deep beauty, ignoring real beauty within (of the righteousness of God). Outward adornment urged instead
of the figurative ornament of a meek spirit of
great price to God (1 Pet 3:3-4). Beauty contests
have women show off their bodies in tiny bikinis, as close as possible to strip shows, with high
heels and makeup, too. Talents are shown off to
try and ward off the idea the contests are only for
lust. They have been called soft porn.
“I am 45 and haven’t worn high heels in 20plus years and will never again . . . I am a nurse

and see elderly women with crippled toes, toes
that are deformed and toes that cross over each
other just because they had to wear high heels to
feel attractive. I never see elderly men like this.
That’s one good thing about nursing: You’re not
expected to wear shoes that kill you . . . . I equate
the shoe fashion dictates of what we must wear
to Chinese foot-binding.” Many others noted
that too, not quite as extreme, but still bad.
Has Satan brainwashed many women to do
foolish things.? “I could never understand my
freshman roommate’s obsession with her makeup.
She could be practically dying of a stomach flu
and yet would still apply the entire configuration
of Estee Lauder before stepping out of her parents’ house in the country to check the mailbox.”
A Barbie website states “Barbie can compete
with any of the great religious symbols of our
time. She is an active representative of consumerism, a spokesperson for the American
economic system. She is a model for feminine
appearance. She transcends national and language boundaries, and is one of the most powerful teaching tools our time.”
This might be laudable if in the right vein.
But she developed as a sex toy named Lili
“intended to be an adult male’s sex pet and was
sold in (German) bars . . . (Mattel Toys)
obtained the rights to this pornographic caricature in a German comic strip. It became a figure
girls wanted to emulate. Ken Handler, son of the
founders of Mattel and namesake of Barbie’s
significant other, assails Barbie for having the
wrong values.” Feminists accused her of the
epidemic of eating disorders as bulimia and
anorexia. Obviously, Satan invented her. His
supreme example for young girls to copy.
So through clever marketing, this perverted
image became the premiere girl role model,
along with her feet stuck in high-heel mode. A
few women Barbie wannabes had much plastic
surgery to look exactly like her. Many black
girls used toxic skin whiteners to look like her
and perceived white supremacy. Blacks with
commonsense asserted “Those who bleach skin
and straighten hair need their minds changed,
improving their real selves and not just their
appearance.” Even 8% of white girls thought
they were not white enough so used skin bleach!
The FDA came out with a book based on its
1930s studies called 100,000,000 Guinea Pigs,
referring to Americans subject to makeup ingredients (and animal torture tests). But it is virtually powerless now, controlled by the beauty
industry, so bans only a few color dyes. A recent
congressional hearing had tests conducted detailing the toxicity and confirmed what the hearing
already knew. “We’ve known for ten years that a
third of cosmetic chemicals are toxic.” Satan
wants human thinking off balance chemically
from pollution and applied concoctions.
On the Day of the Lord the proud and lofty
looks of man will be humbled (Isa 2:11-17).
Love does not vaunt itself, is not puffed up (1
Cor 13:4). Women who wear makeup try hard
to impress others, the wrong way.
In the past, queens or kings used bright red
paint on finger and toe nails, while lower classes wore pale colors. Or high heels by royalty,
and no one dared have higher shoes than them.
Later, Venetians used platform shoes as a status
symbol to exalt themselves as the high and
mighty. Chopines were used later, literal
pedestals. High heels do that literally and convey the wearer is higher in status than others, as
movies promoted them used by the rich and
famous. Paul warned of high-minded lovers of
pleasures more than lovers of God ( 2 Tim 3:4).
That is momentary pleasure since highheeled shoes hurt and cause many health problems sooner and later. You can find much about
that on the Internet, such as a 3-inch heel creates
7 times the stress on the forefoot than a 1-inch
heel. Satan likes foisting on humans momentary
thrills that have adverse side effects later. Dolly
Parton’s feet are permanently stuck in high-heel
mode from wearing them too much, not a rare
case. Lucifer became Satan, His heart was lifted
up because of his beauty, beauty went to his
head. He lifted himself up in height so God
drove him out because of his wickedness (Eze
28:17; 31:10-11). He tries to make others vainly motivated, too. Jesus tells us to have the
humility of a little child (Mat 18:3-4).
“What had once been seen as women’s
vices—vanity, deceit, desire—were now signs
of a normal mind.” In the 1960s, so many women were using makeup that they considered
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those without makeup as lesbians or not normal
at least. The makeup table became known as the
vanity for vain pursuits.
Makeup deception, beauty myth
Naomi Wolf in her book Beauty Myth tells of
many fallacies. “[She] argues that the quest for
thinness has replaced the quest for moral virtue
and heavenly salvation, and shows how this
quest has the same effects that [false] religion
once did—of keeping women submissive and
preoccupied.” Obviously, a male or female
should try to maintain a good body weight, and
not be obsessed with looking as thin as fashion
models tend to be, risking their health. The
moral virtue goal of life has been replaced with
poor substitutes by Satan, as fame, fortune and
beauty, really trivial pursuits. Flawless beauty
is promoted over flawless character.
Satan urges through advertising that women
use false pretenses as fake eye lashes or rouge
to fake blush. Use falsies or even cosmetic surgery to enlarge breasts. Those who get such
vain surgery tend to come back for more, never
satisfied with their perceived looks.
Elizabeth Arden and Helena Rubinstein in
1918 confronted the “problem of the class
market for cosmetics: how to preserve an aura
of exclusivity, wealth and high fashion and sell
to all who had the dollars to buy. Already identified with elite women, they designed marketing campaigns to reinforce the prestige of their
systems, urging women to emulate and vicariously join high society by purchasing costly
cosmetics.”
As someone wrote in 1917: “As beauty is
skin deep anyhow, cannot paint, powder and
false hair hide a true heart and chaste soul?”
The painted woman was a figure of vice as
Jezebel or prostitutes since they were known as
painted ladies, as in the early American West.
Women missionaries in foreign lands in the
early 1900s were advised not to wear lipstick
like many beginning to in the US, since other
nations did not and it was only worn by prostitutes there. This fad eventually caught on most
everywhere. While fads need not be evil, one
promoting lust certainly is. Makeup conveyed
women are sexually available, as hookers.
Companies have many sale ploys, like girls
preferring pink so most all of their accessories
have to be pink. While boys are steered toward
blue (war and violent toys). This color preference actually switched genders in the early
1900s! This shows how gullible people can be,
led by the nose by corporations in their advertising schemes.
“What do women declare when they put on
a face? Is making up an act of deception, a
confirmation of ‘natural’ female identity, a
self-conscious put-on? By the light of today’s
TV shopping channels, as celebrities hawk
their domestic lines, it may seem that the
promise of beauty is nothing but a commercial
myth that binds women to its costly pursuit . . .
tools of deception and illusion.”
Ephesians 5:27 speaks of a glorious church
without spot or blemish, but refers to spiritual
sins, not really physical defects.
Power shoes—the high
and mighty?
“High heels also increase the risk of ankle
injuries because they interfere with balance. The
higher the heel or platform, the higher the risk. It
also becomes harder to walk, especially for more
petite women who have shorter legs and smaller
feet. They don’t have the same gait as when their
feet are flat because they have to compensate for
the extra height in their shoes, which increases
the risk of tripping or falling, leading to strains,
sprains and breaks of the ankle.
“Walking in high heels changes the mechanics of the body, and as such, the majority of the
body must compensate to keep from falling
down. While they look good, this state of
altered body mechanics can wreak havoc on
the hips and back over time. High heels cause
the pelvis to rotate forward, increasing the
curve of the lower back and forcing the buttocks out. This can cause severely increased
pressure on the lumbar region of the spine and
lead to a host of back problems.
“Hips aren’t spared, either. Because the
lower leg isn’t able to work as efficiently as it
should in high heels, the hip muscles must help
take up some of the extra work. Over time, this
can cause injuries in the small muscles around
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the hip joints that make walking possible.”
High heels are like smoking in many ways,
sins definitely for most people, but a relative few
seem to defy the odds and appear not adversely
affected. Does that mean the practice is only a
sin for most? Or is it more likely the relative few
could have lived longer and better without smoking, or wearing high heels? And not have been an
addicted slave to a risky tyrant? Some women do
take precautions such as doing certain exercises
to counter the adverse effects of high heels. But
can still be subject to falling at any time. A
woman was reported to have fallen on her face,
breaking her nose. How many others have fallen
but were stopped short of that by their hands?
Wikipedia on stiletto heels: “Disadvantages—
All high heels counter the natural functionality
of the foot, which can create skeletal and muscular problems . . . Stiletto heels are no exception. Despite their impracticality, their popularity remains undiminished—as UK shoe designer
Terry DeHavilland has said, People say they’re
bad for the feet but they’re good for the mind.
What’s more important? Stiletto heels concentrate a large amount of force into a small area.
The great pressure under such a heel which is
greater than that under the feet of an elephant
can cause damage to carpets and floors.”
Jesus calls us out of being slaves to sin, doing
stupid things and against God’s intent, keeping
us from the incredible human potential.
Makeup and high heels are evidence of a
worldly woman, of Nimrod’s world of fashion.
The fashion of the this world will disappear (1
John 2:16-17).
People should not be afraid to let others see
their God-given faces. And not let fashion dictators dictate hypocrisy so women must wear
makeup or high heels, but men do not. Though
relative few males do wear makeup and are
regarded as weirdos now. See how Satan has
deceived people so half are deemed weirdos if
they wear makeup, but half seem required to
wear it? The truth is that makeup has really
always been weird to God, insults Him, and
perverts His image in us (Gen 1:26-27).
One woman noted “how skillfully pitchmen
appealed to human vanity.” Satan is the master
of deceit in advertising, increasing vanity. As
movies began using color, women wanted the
same color of lipstick as their favorite actress.
As actresses on the big screen, ordinary
women were urged to put on a performance
throughout the day as them, so checked their
noses in a mirror often for shine or lips for
smudged lipstick. Even a few real life heroines
were filmed after their ordeals stopping to
check if their noses were shiny!
“In recent years psychologists have investigated the link between advertising and confidence in women. Their research suggests that
women buy premium brands in attractive packaging because they have been seduced by campaigns that flaunt youth, beauty and success.
These ads claim that a glamorous lifestyle can
be obtained in the shape of a flashy new nail
varnish or a raunchy shade of lipstick. Of
course it sounds ridiculous, frivolous and fake
. . . Why does this obvious con never seem to
prevent women from handing over the credit
card in an attempt to buy the impossible?”
Safe practices, avoid risky ones
Put yourself into a Place of Safety, by not
keeping Nimrod holidays (all holidays). Safely
keep God’s Sabbaths only. Not sing Nimrod’s
songs. Safely avoid makeup, or high shoes that
hurt. Those called now must overcome Satan
and his (Nimrod’s) world. Try the spirits. Avoid
repackaged Nimrod holidays of false gods.
What kind of spirit is this?: Most US holidays
laud the military directly or indirectly. The Blue
Angels perform flybys at most any event, and
may conduct dangerous stunts risking the pilots’
lives and the populace in air shows as a recruiting gimmick. Wikipedia’s article on them reported that 10% (actually 26 dead out of 262) of the
pilots died in the shows or in practice for them.
Its article on the Air Force Thunderbirds
describes their similar shows. But does not tell
the number who died out of how many participated. Though it details each crash, and the
number can be counted, amounting to 39! The
number of participants is not given—was this an
attempt by the Air Force to hide the fact, a worse
rate than the Blue Angels? How much is a
recruiting gimmick worth? Combining both aerial teams, they average one death per year. Plus
one C-130 crash killed the crew and members of
the Golden Knights, the parachutist team onboard while hauling supplies for the Blue
Angels. The number of those was not revealed.
In contrast to the touting of military power,
Jesus said Blessed are the peacemakers, they
shall be called the children of God (Mat 5:9).
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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The Journal lists Feast sites for 2014
U.S. SITES
Arizona—Flagstaff: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545.
Phoenix: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Arkansas—Harrison: CGI, Wynn
Skelton (903) 736-5999.
California—Oceanside: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Squaw
Valley: Guardian Ministries, David
Antion, www.davidantion.com
Colorado—Steamboat Springs:
UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Florida—Clearwater: CGI and
Church of God In Miami, Bill Watson
(330) 225-0478, Church of God in
Miami (305) 752-5275. Destin:
Church of God Big Sandy, P.O. Box
690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
www.churchofgodbigsandy.com,
(800) 946-5545. Destin: CGI and
Common Faith Network, www.commonfaithnetwork.com. Panama
City Beach: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org. Palm Beach County: Florida
Christian Church of God, Neville
Gilbert, jancgil@aol.com, (561)
547-4952.
Georgia—Jekyll Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Hawaii—Lihue, Kauai: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Kentucky—Land Between The
Lakes: CGI, James Pollitte (606)
742-2222.
Maryland—Ocean City: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Missouri—Branson: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Montana—Bigfork: UCG (restricted
site), http://feast.ucg.org.

New Jersey—Cape Liberty: Church
of God Downers Grove, Feast of
Tabernacles Cruise, Ken Svehla
mosaic2016@aol.com, (630)
968-6169.
Ohio—Cincinnati: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Oregon—Bend-Redmond: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
South Carolina—North Myrtle
Beach: Church of God Big Sandy,
P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.
com, (800) 946-5545.
Tennessee—Pigeon Forge: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Sevierville:
Great Lakes COG, rricker@glcg.net,
(906) 440-3414. Sevierville: The
Church of God Worldwide Ministries,
(865) 774-4600.
Texas—Big Sandy: Church of God
Big Sandy, P.O. Box 690, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com, (800) 946-5545. New
Braunfels: UCG, http://feast.ucg.
org. San Antonio: COG San
Antonio and COG Outreach
Ministries, Julian Cruz, jcruz132@
satx.rr.com, (210) 333-7229.
Wisconsin—Wisconsin Dells: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.

Bahamas—Freeport: UCG, Chuck
Smith, freeportfot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991.
Brazil—Roraima: UCG, Jorge de
Campos, jorge_decampos@ucg.org,
(513) 907-9774.
Canada—Canmore, Alberta: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Kelowna,
British Columbia: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org. Midland,
Ontario: UCG, http://feast.ucg.org.
Prince Edward Island: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org.
Chile—Olmue: UCG, Jaime Gallardo,

France—La Grande Motte: UCG,
http://feast.ucg.org/site/europefrance, Maryse Pebworth,
feastinfrance@gmail.com.
Germany—Schluchsee: UCG, see
the web site at www.vkg.
org/fot.php.
Guatemala—Panajachel: UCG,
Israel Robledo, jisrael.robledo@
gmail.com, Mario Seiglie, mario_
seiglie@ucg.org, (714) 533-9481.
India—Jaipur: UCG, Ken Murray
aaaken@bigpond.com, +61-487408889.

These are the Feast of Tabernacles sites for 2014 THE JOURNAL was aware of at press time.
Information for the listing comes from Web sites and information sent directly to THE
JOURNAL by Feast organizers and other JOURNAL readers. ¶ Unless otherwise stated, each
listing represents an observance beginning Wednesday evening, Oct. 8, 2014, and continuing through Thursday, Oct. 16, 2014 (referred to as the Last Great Day, Great Last Day
or Eighth Day in the various Churches of God). ¶ This listing abbreviates Church of God
International (CGI), Tyler, Texas; Intercontinental Church of God (ICG), Tyler; Living
Church of God (LCG), Charlotte, N.C.; Continuing Church of God (CCG), Arroyo Grande,
Calif.; United Church of God an International Association (UCG), Milford, Ohio; Church
of God Ministries International (CGMI); Church of God a Worldwide Association (CGWA);
and Restored Church of God (RCG). Note that some phone numbers refer to a church’s
headquarters in the United States rather than a local Feast contact. ¶ Attendance policies: Most of the Feast sites listed here have an open attendance policy; that is, visitors
are welcome. However, it is THE JOURNAL’s understanding that some Church of God organizations allow Feastgoers to attend with them only by special permission. Therefore, if
you wish to attend one of those churches’ Feast sites, THE JOURNAL recommends you first
contact the sponsoring church or its representative.

NON-U.S. SITES
Australia—Merimbula, New
South Wales: UCG, Matthew Sieff,
jgallardocasas@gmail.com, Mario
matthewsieff@gmail.com, +61-2Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.org,
4388-3463. Rockingham,
(714) 533-9481.
Western Australia: UCG, Matt
Sieff, matt_sieff@ucg.org.au, +61-2- Colombia—Cartagena: UCG, Scott
4388-3463. St. Helens,
Hoefker, scott_hoefker@ucg.org,
Tasmania: UCG, Paul Vaughn, paul(704) 628-6383.
vaughan@ucg.org.au, +61-3-9746England—Torquay: UCG, see the
0151. Sunshine Coast,
website at http://www.ucg.org.uk/
Queensland: UCG, Grant Chick,
grantchick@ucg.org.au.
feastuk2014.html.

Italy—Sabaudia: UCG, Carmelo
Anastasi, carmelo_anastasi@feastinitaly.org.
Jamaica—Ocho Rios: UCG, Chuck
Smith, jamaicafot@gmail.com, (754)
227-7991.
Kenya—Nakuru, Ogembo and
Nyanza Province (three sites):
UCG, John Elliott, kenya@ucg.org.

Malawi—Lake Malawi: UCG,
Gracious Mpilangwe, gracious_
mpilangwe@ucg.org, Victor Kubik,
vic@kubik.org.
Malaysia—Penang: UCG, Don or
Dawn Goodger, d.goodger@gotalk.
net.au, (613) 9436-1359.
Mexico—Puerto Vallarta: UCG,
Gabriel Garcia, vallarta@iduai.org,
Mario Seiglie, mario_seiglie@ucg.
org, (714) 533-9481.
Nigeria—JABU Resort of Arakeji
of Ondo State: UGC, Oludare
Akinbo, oludare_akinbo@ucg.org.
New Zealand—Nelson: UCG,
www.nelsonnz.com.
Philippines—Albuera, Leyte: UCG,
Jose Campos, campos_jt@yahoo.
com, +63-933-208-0625 or +63998-496-9171. Baguio City: UCG,
Rey Evasco, rey.evasco@gmail.com,
+63 (917) 814-7826, MCPO Box
4774, Makati City 1287, Philippines.
Davao City: UCG, Edmond
Macaraeg, ed_macaraeg@ucg.org,
+63-82-241-0150, PO Box 81840,
DCCPO 8000 Davao City, Philippines.
Saint Lucia—Vieux Fort: UCG,
Chuck Smith, stluciafot@gmail.com,
(754) 227-7991.
South Africa—Margate: UCG, Roy
Demont, roydemont@gmail.com.
Sri Lanka—Kalutara: UCG, David
Schreiber, david_schreiber@ucg.org,
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Another Church, Another Choice?

T

here is yet another division in
the churches of God that
formed since the Head of the
church turned His back on the
WCG. Did He raise up another group to
which we may now attach ourselves in
order to more perfectly walk with Him?
Does salvation come to those who
attach themselves to the right group?
“So then each of us shall give account of
himself to God” (Rom 14:12).
Actually it is Christ, the Messiah, who
will judge on His behalf because the
Father “has given Him authority to execute
judgment also” (John 5:27). There is no indication that any church representatives
will be standing by to advocate for us.
Consider the mentality that is the
impetus for divisions and splits.
“For you are still carnal. For where there
are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are
you not carnal and behaving like mere men?
For when one says, ‘I am of Paul,’ and another, ‘I am of Apollos,’ are you not carnal?” (I
Cor 3:3-4).
“Remember . . . how they told you that there
would be mockers in the last time who would
walk according to their own ungodly lusts.
These are sensual persons, who cause divisions,
not having the Spirit” (Jude 17-19).

Scripture is clear that those who
cause divisions in the congregation of
God are focused on physical matters,
not the thinking of God. The root cause
is the desire to advance or maintain
their own status or will. The leaders who
remain can be just as guilty as those who
depart. Likely neither has been open
and straightforward about the issues and
waited humbly on the Head of the
church to resolve them. So why are we
concerned about organizations of men?
The ministry typically tells the congregation that they have the spirit of God,
but they don’t trust that spirit to be alive.
“My sheep hear My voice, and I know them,
and they follow Me” (John 10:27).
For over 40 years, in spite of words to
the contrary, the Church of God has by
actions taught the membership to look
to the ministry to tell them what they
need to know, rather than teaching them
to investigate Scripture themselves and
stir up the Spirit of God to identify and
listen to His voice.
Consequently, there are congregations full of people, including the ministry, who don’t know how to resolve
scriptural differences of opinion or
know what is important and what is not.

They are unable to identify the voice
of the Master in His word and order
their life accordingly. They think they
must choose sides and follow a man or
organization. They only know to trust
the leadership and their perspective.
For over 35 years the Head of the
church has been shaking it. He wants
His people to look to Him and His word
rather than a corporation or a man. The
continuing splits and division are ample
evidence that men are not the source of
the peace or spirit of God.
Some teachers can help us along the
path, but they must be pointing the way
beyond themselves into the word of
God. Indeed, they should be encouraging everyone in the congregation to be
able students of His word so they know
the way, His way, on their own. One of
the least effective ways of doing this is
with a sermon.
His way is the keeping of the commandments (Deu 8:6). “If you want to enter
into life, keep the commandments” (Mat 19:17).
Since it is Christ’s position to judge,
and he will accept those that are keeping
the commandments, who are we to turn
our backs on those He might accept? If
we can’t get along now, why would Christ

trust us to get along in His kingdom?
The real problem is that the churches
have taught a surface understanding of
what the commandments are. Fundamentally they are the guide for proper
love, care and respect for our neighbor
and our Creator. If we are not treating
our neighbor and brother in Christ with
love and respect, we have proven that we
don’t really understand the commandments, and especially not His new commandment: “that you love one another; as I
have loved you” (John 13:34).
He gave His life for us all, including
our bumps, warts and everything. He
expects us to live to His standard (I Pet
1:15; 2:21).
It was only the twelve disciples who
were present when Messiah gave His
new commandment. Could it be He
knew especially that the leadership
needed this instruction? Unfortunately,
they either haven’t been paying attention or are at a loss as to how to do it.
Choose the faithful and true source,
not men ordained of men. Examine carefully His instruction for us, starting with
His covenant, His law, especially His judgments that detail it, so you can walk in His
ways, not in the way of strife and division.
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Do You Really Want
Christ to Return?
W

e live in Satan’s world. We are clearly told that. In the WCG, we used
to gloss over the implications this
statement brings. Such as how
nature functions. Or what we were
really called for. For the most part I don’t think the
ministry really pushed us to truly long for and
earnestly desire the end of this age.
Granted, HWA would mention it some, and he
pointed out that if we were in the church to save
our skin we were in the wrong place. Too bad
more people including some ministers didn’t take
that to heart.
Competition is the way of life in this world.
Look at what God said would happen after Adam
and Eve failed. Thorns would grow instead of
crops. Man would earn his way in this life by the
sweat of his brow. Life was promised to be hard.
Was that a punishment? No! It was a consequence of their choices and Satan’s life plan for His
worldview.
Take your garden, if you have one. If not, consider your lawn. The good plants are beautiful. But
they are no match for the weeds and crabgrass that
compete with the good plants for the resources of
food, light and moisture.
Try leaving your garden for a couple of weeks
and see what happens. Give up a season of fighting
the crabgrass and see what your lawn looks like.
Satan’s ideal is that competition is the best
means of testing and ‘weeding’ out the nonperformers. His worldview is that everyone must produce. And, if they don’t, they are dross and to be
burned up for the good of the remainder.
Think about what we see in nature. Watch any
PBS or National Geographic special. What do you
see? Survival of the fittest. What is the central theory of evolution? Survival of the fittest.
Look at the business world. Who makes it? The
ones who are the best at negotiating a deal to their
personal or company benefit. Competition is ALL
AROUND US, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK, 52 WEEKS
A YEAR!
And what are the results?
Well, in the Americanized form,
it has produced the most productive and well-endowed nation on the face of the earth. I
realize God’s hand played a
large part in our good fortune.
But, when we realize God typically uses natural means to accomplish His goals, it’s not a
stretch to come to the conclusion He steered us towards the system that we
have now.
The kudzu plant is one of the most invasive
things I have seen in the Mid and Deep South. It
literally takes over an entire forest and covers the
tops of the trees, choking off all light below and
killing the rest of the vegetation in the process.
Or starlings. Those birds have become such pest
that they are now a public health problem in cities
infested with them.
I could go on and on with invasive creatures
that overrun an ecosystem. Some would say that
they were moved away from their natural predators, and therefore it’s really mankind’s fault they
are a problem. Remember Satan’s mantra, “Survival
of the fittest!” These examples perfectly illustrate
the theory Satan’s world operates under.
This ad is based on my admittedly limited observation that most churches don’t really beseech God
to send His Son back to take over and depose
Satan. There are lots of churches that claim to
believe in the second coming. There are lots of
churches that tell anyone who will listen that people need to get ready for the coming of the Lord.
But how many of the parishioners are really on

board with that message? How many are really
praying for God to send Christ back to stop this
madness? After all, if you’re drawing a $175,000
salary, you have a lake house, a boat, a fat 401K, a
nice 52-inch flat-screen, the kids all have cell
phones and iPads, and the wife hangs out at the
club with her friends—do you really want this to end?
After all, you know how to cut the deal, make
the company cash, turn heads and influence decision makers. You are one of the fittest. You are
surviving!
What do you have to look forward
to when Christ returns? You own
plot of ground with your own
fig tree? Meaning you probably will have to start farming!?
Do you really want that kind of
change in your life?
Or, maybe more to the
point for some few readers, do you really want to
give up the pulpit and the
money and adoration of
your congregation? I mean,
after all, you are the most
knowledgeable individual in
the group. At least about what
really matters, God’s word. You’re
an Ambassador graduate! You worked directly under Mr. What’s His Face. You are the highest rank
pastor still holding to the Original Restored 18
Truths! And you have the Keys to the Kingdom!
You have the authority to Bind and Loose! You can
determine the Eternal Fate of anyone in your
church. Do you really want to give up that power
and authority?
I can’t help but wonder why it is we didn’t hear
more about earnestly praying for God to call an
end to this life and the suffering Satan’s way of
competition brings. Before you fire back that there
were sermons given about this, I challenge you to
pull them together and count how many of those

cause you know you wanted it. And you know your
life depends on making successful deals!
See, the problem with competition is not the
competition that prods us on to improve ourselves.
It’s the reality that the system is set up so that
those who fail die. God does not work this way!
My wife and I were discussing this lately, and we
came to the conclusion that if the entire world
were to follow the two highest commands, “Love
God above all else” and “Love man as yourself,”
there would be no competition. There would be
no more negotiations that benefit one above the
other. All deals would be negotiated on the
basis of how can I provide more for the
other guy than I receive. Think about
how that could work! Think about how
labor negotiations would go!!
“Well, Mr. Ford, we members of
the United Auto Workers are demanding our wages be cut 10%
each year for the next three
years.”
“Well, Mr. King, we here at
Ford Motor Company cannot
accept that proposal. We believe your men are worthy of
an increase of 18% this year
and a further increase of 15% for
each of the next two years.”
Or how about crime? Oops, I guess there’d be
no crime, eh?
The implications are unfathomable to us,
because this life of competition is all we have ever
lived under. We simply cannot even begin to see
how this could work. But it can and will. God tells
us that His ways are so far above ours we simply
can’t understand.
If every individual was concerned with the betterment of everyone else, so that they were equal
to or better than himself, there could be no room
for selfishness.
For instance, limiting this to a marriage: If the
husband worked only for and
towards the pleasures of his
wife, then she would have nothing to ask for. And, consequently, she would have nothing else
to work towards than to please
her husband. There would be no
need for any self-interest to
even come up.
But human nature is selfish,
and does want only more and
more for the self. It takes, and it
drains the giving individuals of all they have, leaving them empty and drained, with no life left.
God placed in us the desire to live as a safety
override to this selfishness that Satan infused the
world with.
So, when another takes and takes from us, we
eventually understand what they are doing, and we
react to protect our lives and emotions.
So, in a manner, competition does work. But it
is unjust, ineffective and destructive to the whole
of society.
For the successful, it is viewed as a just, effective
and uplifting means of ordering society. But that’s
only for the successful. And, just like the movies
about the Old West, there’s always a faster gun
waiting out there somewhere to take down the
successful.
Brethren, this is why we must look forward to
Christ’s return and dutifully and diligently seek
it—so that this life of competition is destroyed
and God’s way of care and compassion is brought
to bear in the world.
How many of you really look forward to Christ’s
return? How many of you really pray for that to
happen?

Why is competition wrong? Why is it
not God’s way? Because it’s selfish
at its core. The central premise of
competition is ‘me first, you second.’
there were as a percentage of the total number of
sermons given in any particular group. I guarantee
it will be less than 10%.
Then compare that to the number of sermons
given about church government and rule from the
top down. In some groups the ‘Government’ topic
accounted for over 30% to 40% of the sermons.
Why is competition wrong? Why is it not God’s
way? Because it’s selfish at its core. The central
premise of competition is ‘me first, you second.’
The entire goal is to be better than the other person. Or better than the plant, or animal, or fish, or
whatever other entity is being competed against.
What are sports competitions? Who wins? “The
thrill of victory! The agony of defeat!”
I don’t know about you, but I have never seen a
pro-football team lose the Super Bowl smiling and
waving as they walk off the field. They are the number two football team in the entire world, but are they
happy? Happy they are at least number two and
another worthy team is now crowned as the best?
No, they aren’t. Why? Because they are selfish.
They wanted it for themselves!
Pretend you miss that deal. Are you happy because another vendor made the sale? Nope. Be-
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Should Women
Be Silent?
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

T

HE Apostle Paul wrote: “Let your women be

the Prophets in language that could be understood
with the proof when the statements revealed had
come to pass (I Corinthians 14:32).
Everything that was said, preached, proclaimed
had to edify (be clearly perceived) by each church
member. “But he that prophesies speaks to men
[humans] to edification [building up] and exhortation [encouragement ] and comfort [peace]” (I
Corinthians 14:3).
“He who speaks in an unknown tongue [gossip
and not clear] edifies himself, but he who prophesies [truth] edifies [builds up] the church” (I
Corinthians 14:4).
The context becomes simple for all, and no one

silent in the churches: for it is not permitted
to them to speak but they are commanded to
be under obedience as
also says the law” (I
Corinthians 14:34).
Quite a controversy. What
did Paul mean when he said the
women could not talk in the
church? There are many possibilities.
Avoiding Confusion
In chapter 14 of I Corinthians, Paul wrote about tongues.
The Apostle hoped all in the
church could prophesy. To
prophesy meant to speak “the
truth” of the future (I
Corinthians 14:1).
Many women were prophets. Anna, a prophetess, spoke
about the birth of Christ. She
clearly spoke of Christ as the
Savior of the world, to the Jews
and the gentiles (Luke 2:36).
Some women in the church
were hard to understand. Their
speaking sounded like gibberish. They were just running off
at the mouth.
Females were to assist their
husbands as mothers; mothers
were to give nutrition to their
families and not cause confusion. If they could not be easily understood, they were to
procure the services of an
interpreter.
To be a prophet, one must
teach only “the truth” of what
will be revealed. Even a
prophet had to be subject to
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Please, No Gossip
in the Church
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
that one is in the right edifies no one else but oneself.
Even the will of God is excluded, as with Job.
is in the dark. Through each individual’s life expeAll Scripture must be studied and prayed for in
rience, there is common understanding. “Confuorder for the will of God to manifest in the lives of
sion,” which is “Babylon,” leaves everyone blindall Christians. The Bible reveals every sin of maned, not knowing what to do or believe.
kind as well as all the goodness of God.
Saints of God
When individuals study the Bible “in truth,” they
need to learn what is “evil” or “good.” From which tree
A saint is not only faithful but becomes “holy,”
without error at all. Saints are spiritually growing. is the fruit being eaten? Man is born knowing nothing
but needs to spiritually grow to understand all the righ“For God is not the author [originator] of confusion
teousness of God. All the truth and nothing but the truth
but of peace [no discord], as in all churches of the
is good. Everything else
saints” (I Corinthian
is false gossip. Gossip
14:33). Now you have
Speaking in church must be known and
is hearsay in the Court
it right.
understood by those listening or it is
of God. Hearsay is only
The English word
good only for the person’s ego. Pride of
what people say to each
translated “saints” is
being right edifies no one but oneself.
other by emotionally
the Greek hagios, deguessing.
fined as “the holy ones
Paul replies to the gossiping women, “And if
in Christ’s rest.” When Jesus told the Jews that “I
they will learn [in a private discussion] anything, let
and My Father are one” (John 10:30), here was the
them ask their husbands [and respectfully listen] at
response from the Jews: “Then the Jews took up
home: for it is a shame for women to speak [blab]
stones again to stone him” (verse 31).
in the church” (I Corinthians 14:35).
Jesus replied. “Is it not written in your law, I said,
Read that carefully. Even what these wives conyou are gods? If he called them gods, to whom the
versed about in church might not be accepted as truth
word of God came and the scripture cannot be broby their own mates. The honor, great respect, by the
ken; say you of him, whom the Father has sanctified
law demands the wife accept the husband’s teaching,
and sent into the world, you blaspheme; because I
although the husband could be wrong as well.
said, I am the Son of God?” (verses 34-36).
For order and peace to prevail at home and in
The entire question of tongues and prophecy can
be clearly understood. Transparency is critical or else public, the discussions should be private. The least
damage is done showing respect for the Body of
no one can comprehend but remains blind and in
Christ—in love.
darkness. Nothing makes sense. Only the saints of
The biblical teaching is plain and clear. Loving
God are spiritually growing to be the Bride of Christ.
everyone like God and Christ is the only way to the
All Things in Order
truth. Humans may not agree with each other. But
Order requires law, whether by spirit or written. respecting other’s beliefs and faith—in love, ultimately—will lead to an understanding of your faith.
When written, man follows the order. When an
You will be one with the Father, the Son and the
order is spiritual, it is what individuals become by a
Holy Spirit. Forget not Paul’s advice in conclusion:
change of their nature for them to be like God.
“Let all things be done decently and in order” (I
Speaking in church privately or to all must be
Corinthians 14:40).
known and understood by those listening or it is good
Women can as well speak in the church, but,
only for the person’s ego. No one else benefits and the
speaker’s self-satisfaction is a false idol. Being proud please, no gossiping. You are in the House of God.
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Prophecy Today
— PART 11 —

W

e have now, finally, come to the
real beginning
that these several
Parts of PROPHECY TODAY have been
leading up to. “Ho! Ho! Come
forth, and flee from the Land of
the North!” (Zechariah 2:6).
The peoples of Israel are about
to arrive back home—back to
Jerusalem, the land of Judea and
areas surrounding those borders.
The actual time these refugees
will arrive home? It would seem
that the return will be at the time
of, or shortly after, the record
given of the “chosen and called”
of Revelation 7.
From how many channels have
these emigrants traveled in order
to come to their former homeland? What reception will they
receive when they begin to congregate in various camps on their
journeys south?
It would seem that, at first,
those in the more northern latitudes (Norway, Sweden, Finland,
Iceland, Canada) will congregate
in the more southern latitudes of
the nations of Israel, such as
Britain and the United States—
and some in the northern part of
Continental Europe. The point is,

the pathways will always lead to
Jerusalem and Judea, and it will
be the Gentile union of powers
that will be preparing the way of
their travels.
The Gentiles will have prepared
the Holy Land for their arrival by
removing those who have no legal
claim to Israel’s territories. Of
course, it will take the vision in the

Judea. It would also seem that
these blueprints are being drawn
up by the Gentiles or, at the least,
with the help of some of the early
arrivers from the Israelites.
“. . . Jerusalem shall be inhabited
as towns without walls for the multitude of men and cattle therein. For
I . . . will be to her a wall of fire
round about, and will be the glory

a part of the subject at hand.
Second, the words “without
walls.” There are two main meanings, and both may be of the same
origin. As previously pointed out,
the united Gentile powers will
have brought about a time of
“peace on earth,” thus ensuring
that there need not be any real
military presence in this territory.

The Gentiles will have prepared the Holy Land
by removing those who have no legal
claim to Israel’s territories.
heavens of Revelation 6:16-17 to
get the Gentiles to cooperate.
At the same time, in preparing
the Holy Land the Gentile forces
will also have basically destroyed
Jerusalem and the cities of Judea.
This is where we are while the
Israelites are still on their journey.
“I . . . looked, and behold, a
man with a measuring line in his
hand!” (Zechariah 2:1).
It would seem that what this
“man” is doing, is drawing up
blueprint plans for the rebuilding
of Jerusalem and the cities of

in the midst of her” (verses 4-6).
There are four points to be
examined in the above verses.
First, the reference to “a
man” drawing out blueprints that
will be used in order to “rebuild”
Jerusalem and Judea’s cities.
I personally believe that this is
a living man and not an angel
who has the “face of a man.”
This may be symbolic or real. But,
then, I also feel that when Abraham
met Melchizedek he was meeting
with a physical human being. I
have my reasons, but they are not

Further, it could mean that
the Israelites will not be allowed
to have any military forces. Time
will tell.
The third point involves the
word “multitude,” or the “great
multitude” of Revelation 7. Keep
in mind that, when the multitude
is referred to, it specifically is talking about the multitude that will
be a part of the rebuilt Jerusalem.
This fact will become more
important as these prophecies
progress, especially when we
get to Part 14.

It should also be considered
that, within this multitude, there
are many Gentiles. The facts are
that, when Jerusalem and the
cities of Judea are rebuilt, many if
not a majority will have become
Sabbath observers or will be
well on the way to being so. This
is just as was the case within
the four empires of Nebuchadnezzar’s “statue.”
The fourth is the word
“glory.” This is a term that needs
to be examined in the context of
its usage, for in many cases it is
used to describe angels, more
specifically the cherubim.
“Above it were the cherubim of
glory shadowing the mercy seat”
(Hebrews 9:5).
(There is much scriptural
evidence that shows that in the
last years of this present age
the cherubim will play a great
part in the events that will be
taking place.)
In Part 12 I will continue with
things that will be taking place
once the reconstruction begins. I
will also try to examine what sort
of mind-set these Israelite peoples
will have and how it will relate to
the Gentiles—though that may
take more than the next Part.

— PART 12 —

I

must admit that to this
time what I have written
regarding the search for
“True” knowledge of
Scriptural revelations of “tomorrow” has been a bit cumbersome
and repetitive.
An example is Israel being
punished and fleeing from their
present homelands and how the
Gentile forces will bring about
“peace on earth” and will do
those things that will open up
Jerusalem and Judea for the return
of the Israelite refugees.
But now there will become a
better-defined and different
teaching, one that will bring
scriptural points into a more
understandable and more
interesting presentation.
Achieving the intent of this may
take one or two more Parts. I do
not know for sure.
But I do ask, if you happen to
read what I am writing, that you
realize that I do not expect, at this
time, many to come forward with
the attitude of “I see” or “I am
coming to see.” This is because

understanding needs to be motivated by thoughts and studies.
But one coming to see is
encouraging. There is indeed coming a great work. The material to
this point is simply for informational purposes. Most will not see
until the events predicted begin to
take shape. Those who are beginning to see will be of the ones
who will help the majority to actu-

sen. But the great multitude will
still be of the called. They will yet
have to experience the total
message of what it means to
become of the chosen.
Even after the Israelites return
to the Holy Land and are settled
in, they will still be under the control of and protection of the
Gentile forces that made their
homeland available to them. In a

well received as well.
However, there will arise a ruler
who will not favor the Israelites.
And you know the rest of the
story. Jerusalem will be rebuilt. The
cities of Judea will be rebuilt, and
there will be a Temple built in
Jerusalem as well. Israelites will do
the rebuilding, with the help of
some of the Gentiles. At the same
time, the Israelites will be under the

There is indeed coming a great work,
but the material to this point is simply
for informational purposes.
ally come to see. Read Ezekiel 2:57; 3:11.
People may feel that, when the
great multitude of surviving
Israelites and Gentiles returns to
Jerusalem and Judea, their salvation
is basically assured them. That is
not true—for at their return they
will actually begin a time of testing.
Yes, there will be 144,000 cho-

sense they will become the
servants of the Gentile powers,
but they will not be slaves.
It will become a time that will
be much as the era of Israel in
Egypt. To begin with, when Jacob
and his family first came into
Egypt they were well received.
So it will be when today’s
Israelites will return. They will be

rule of the Gentiles—and subject to
the Gentiles’ own personal desires
and plans for that city and land.
But why would the Israelites
allow themselves to be under the
authority of the Gentiles when
they are returned to the land that
belongs to them?
Well, it would seem that they
will allow this with the same atti-

tude of mind that the Israelites of
Egypt had after they fled that
country. I will paraphrase only that
which you already likely know:
“Why should we not return to
Egypt, where we were by the boiling pots of meat and vegetables?
Where we ate to our full?”
What happens tomorrow will be
little different from what happened
yesterday.
The Holy Land will be under the
control of Gentile forces. Israelites
will return and be made to
“rebuild.” But they will be fed.
Their stomachs will be filled. They
will have herds to tend. They will
have jobs to go to. They will have
families to support.
All of the fulfillment of their
needs will come via the Gentile
powers, and everything the
Gentiles require the Israelites to
do will be a result of the Gentiles
expecting “their Lord, and their
Lamb” to soon return to the earth
(Revelation 6:16-17).
We have made it through
Zechariah 2:6. I will go on in Part
13 with Zechariah 2:7.
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Events in 1971 cut short five-year sentence in federal lockup
Continued from page 1

Brian Knowles baptized him in 1969,
and he began attending the congregation in Tulsa Mr. Knowles pastored.
Back from Canada
Although Mr. Andrews, before the
date of his scheduled induction, took
a brief “vacation” to Canada, he was
“fully registered” with his draft
board, he said.
“I went through the process, the
full process, after studying the Scriptures and making my decision on my
own. I asked for 1-H status.”
He admits he considered simplifying the avoidance process by relocating to Canada, as did other Americans
in the 1970s who were reluctant to
serve. But he thought better of that
course of action and traveled back to
Oklahoma to face the music and the
federal court system.
Series of court trials
Mr. Andrews said he would have
gladly served in a government-sponsored work program for conscientious
objectors as a low-paid employee of
Goodwill Industries or some other
participating employer, but he steadfastly refused to serve in any way in
the military, even as a noncombatant.
“My draft board would not grant
me the 1-H classification, so, after I
refused to take the oath while I was
being inducted, I went through a
series of court trials.”
Mr. Andrews’ lawyer had recommended he request a decision from
the judge without benefit of a jury.
“One of my witnesses was Brian
Knowles,” said Mr. Andrews. “He
talked about how faithful I was. He
thought I was very sincere in my beliefs, and he counseled me quite a bit,
although the church advised him and
the other ministers in no uncertain
terms not to get deeply involved in
counseling members about the draft.
“But most of my counseling came
from the booklet that Worldwide put
out [Military Service and War].”
In the jailhouse then
After Judge Bohannon handed
down the five-year sentence, Mr. Andrews found himself for two days as a
resident of the county jail in Oklahoma City.
“That was the worst part of my
incarceration,” he said. “That was the
most terrifying place in the whole
world, let me tell you. There’s no
place like county jails. They give you
a jumpsuit and nothing else. I had my
Bible, and that was it, although I

couldn’t read it because it was too
dark.”
Mr. Andrews occupied a cell with
“five or six” other men.
“While I was in jail there was some
kind of a violent suicide or some kind
of a death in a nearby cell.”
Protection lacking
After two days as a guest of Oklahoma County, local officials released
him to the federal prison in nearby El
Reno. There he settled in as a resident
of an open dormitory with 50 or 75
other prisoners.
“There was only one guard for all
these 75 men, and he told me he
couldn’t protect me 100 percent, so
that made feel real good.
“But the guards there were okay. I
even requested that I not have to work
on the Sabbath, and they worked with
me on that.
“This was unusual, I understand,
because they did not get a lot of requests like that.
“I found out later that the Jehovah’s Witnesses, who were also convicted of draft evasion, had a whole
building all to themselves in another
wing of the prison.”
Although Mr. Andrews’ conviction
was similar to the Jehovah’s Witnesses’, he did not live with the captive
JWs; the federal government housed

that encircled the facility.
“They trusted those of us who were
nonviolent types,” he said. “They figured we were not going to run away.”
Although El Reno was “better”
than the state penitentiary at McAlester, Okla., said Mr. Andrews, “it was
still prison.
“There is a big difference between
being free and being behind those
walls. Freedom never looked better to
me. I was praying every day that God
would make a way for me to get out
of there.”
Helping Mr. Andrews pass the time
were “quite a few visitors,” many of
them from the WCG’s Oklahoma
City congregation. His mother and
his sister Natalie also visited him.
His most unforgettable experience
in El Reno came when a fellow inmate pierced him in the side with a
sharp object and remarked that he
“wouldn’t mind killing somebody
someday.”
Anti-Vietnam groundswell
Mr. Andrews had expected to stay
locked up for five years, but events
and circumstances came together to
spring him from El Reno after only
two months.
“About this time is when all those
protests began to happen throughout
all the universities throughout the

ed of anything, much less serving time.
“They somehow reopened my
trial,” he said. “They said I did not get
due process or something like that.
Retroactively, in a sense, they unconvicted me, although I had served two
months.”

INCOMPLETE SENTENCE—This was
Steve Andrews in November 2001, when
the original article about his incarceration
appeared in THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon
Cartwright]

One did quote Mr. Ali, who is black,
as saying later in life that, if the
Vietnam War had been “about
blacks,” he would have gone to war
“in a minute.”
Whatever the pugilist’s precise reasons, his case wound up in the U.S.
Supreme Court four years later, and

If Mr. Andrews could do things over, he would
definitely not tell the director of his draft board that
she should not consume unclean meats.
him with the general prison populace.
THE JOURNAL wondered why the
prison had a special wing for Jehovah’s
Witnesses. Didn’t any JWs successfully navigate the system and end up serving in civilian work programs as did
many young conscientious objectors in
the Worldwide Church of God?
“No,” he said. “The reason the Jehovah’s Witnesses were so susceptible
to conviction for draft evasion was
that they refused to serve in any way.
“They would not serve in the military, and they also would not serve in
any civilian work program. The only
choice a JW had was to serve in the
military or go to prison. So they went
to prison.”
Nonviolent and trustworthy
Mr. Andrews worked on the prison
grounds mowing the lawn, including
the grass on the outside of the fence

United States,” he said. “It was a tremendous groundswell against the
Vietnam War.”
Muhammad Ali’s conversion
But the immediate circumstance that
led to his release involved champion
heavyweight boxer Muhammad Ali.
Mr. Ali, who until his conversion
to Islam in 1964 was Cassius Clay,
was supposed to be inducted into the
Army in April 1967. He, like Mr.
Andrews, had refused to take the
oath. He, like Mr. Andrews, was subsequently convicted of evading the
draft and sentenced to five years.
Mr. Ali’s reason for refusing the
draft, he said at the time, was his conversion to Islam and that “I ain’t got
no quarrel with them Viet Cong.”
No Web site this JOURNAL writer
could locate gave many details of Mr.
Ali’s reasons for refusing induction.

the high court voted in 1971 to reverse his conviction.
With Mr. Ali’s conviction vacated,
hundreds of men serving time for
draft evasion in American prisons
found themselves suddenly free,
including Mr. Andrews.
First out after Mr. Ali
“I was the first one out after they
released Muhammad Ali,” he said. “It
was written up in the Tulsa and Oklahoma City papers that I was the first
one. My lawyer picked up on the Ali
decision immediately.”
Retroactively unconvicted
Mr. Andrews, although convicted of
draft evasion, a felony, doesn’t know
exactly how he was retroactively declared a nonfelon, but his record, he
said, was wiped clean. He officially
has no history of having been convict-

You can’t go back
If Mr. Andrews could live that part
of his life over, he would “still be a
CO,” he said. “But hindsight is great,
and I would definitely do a lot of
things differently.
“I would be more proactive about
getting my information to the draft
board, and my words to the draft
board would be much more guarded
than they were in 1971.
“But I was fresh in the church. Talk
about somebody who was green.”
Also, if he had things to do over, he
would consider serving in the Army as
a noncombatant, possibly as a medic.
Further, he said, he would definitely not tell the director of his draft
board that she should not consume
unclean meats.
“Boy, did that ever backfire on me.
I shouldn’t have been discussing pork
with my draft board.”
Fatherly advice
Although the United States has not
had a draft since 1973, many Church
of God members think it could be reinstituted, especially in the wake of
the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001,
and the war on terrorism.
Mr. Andrews has advised each of
his six sons, on reaching age 18 and
registering with the U.S. Selective
Service, to write on the bottom of
their registration forms: “I am a conscientious objector.”
“If the draft ever came back,” he
said, “each of my sons would have to
look at his own understanding of the
Scriptures and make up his own mind.
“But I felt it was better that they
start out by stating they were conscientious objectors. Then, if they decided they want to do something differently, that’s fine.
“All of them have agreed with that
approach.”
Mr. Andrews lives in Tulsa with
his wife, the former Miriam Rude.
The Andrewses have nine grown
children: Michael, Margaret, Matthew, David, John, James, twins Evelyn and Joseph, and Amanda.
__________
See the article on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL about Mr. Andrews’ new duties as pastor of the
Tulsa Church of God.

Knoxville conveniently situated for traveling Sabbath-keepers
Continued from page 24

of a Strong Man,” “I Am That I Am,”
“Repent,” “The Omega Point” and
“Fruits of the Spirit.”
Classroom style
The congregation has chosen for a
meeting place La Quinta Inn &
Suites, 1317 Kirby Rd., Knoxville.
The meeting room features a
screen projector and television and
desklike tables with chairs facing the
lectern, making for a classroom-style
church format or even a more-intimate setting if desired.
Ms. Tulbure agrees.
“My sons and I love this place,”
she said. “It is easier to place our

Bibles on the tables instead of holding them.”
The congregation will hold Sabbath services at the same above-mentioned location each Sabbath at 2
p.m., and it welcomes anyone who
wishes to attend.
Won’t be greedy
In addition to its weekly Sabbath
services, the congregation intends to
play host to the observance of the
Passover as well as services on other
annual feast days.
Dr. Horne says he will not be greedy
with the church’s pulpit. “Properly vetted Church of God ministers,” ministers in training and other aspiring
speakers are encouraged to make

Phoning, faxing or writing
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free. The
main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for voice mail is
1-866-949-7294. Leave a message at either number and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-488-6603
and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other articles. Or write
info@thejournal.org or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

arrangements and visit the Marble City
and give sermons or sermonettes at the
Church of God Knoxville.
Traveling Christians
Traveling Sabbath-keepers might
be happy to know that Knoxville is
conveniently situated at the crossroads of three major interstate highways, I-75, I-40 and I-81.

al attractions year-round.
It is home to the University of Tennessee, the Women’s Basketball Hall
of Fame, the East Tennessee Veterans
Memorial, more than 20 museums
and seven historical houses and a
golden glass ball downtown called
the Sunsphere.
The Great Smoky Mountains National Park is about 20 miles south of

steak, pasta or hamburgers, fast food
or fine dining, there’s something in
Knoxville for just about every taste
bud.
The region also boasts an extensive
collection of locally produced beer
and moonshine.
As stated on the church’s temporary Web site:
“If you are in the area on this or

Whether one likes vegetables or steak, pasta or
hamburgers, fast food or fine dining, there’s something
in Knoxville for just about every taste bud.
In an area where the foothills of the
Great Smoky Mountains give way to
the Tennessee Valley, the Knoxville
area has long acted as a nexus between the Midwestern region to the
north and the Appalachian towns in
the mountains to the south.
Besides its strategic location, there
are a plethora of things to do and see
in East Tennessee. The city of Knoxville features festivals, concerts, other
world-class entertainment and cultur-

Knoxville, and Pisgah National Forest is about 100 miles away.

any Sabbath, be sure to come and
worship with us.”

Believe it or not
Eastern Tennessee is also the home
of Dolly Parton’s amusement park,
Dollywood, as well as Ripley’s Believe It or Not Museum, WonderWorks, the Knoxville Museum of Art
and a smorgasbord of dinner theaters
and amusement parks.
Whether one likes vegetables or

More information
For more information about the
Church of God at Knoxville, write
448 N. Cedar Bluff Rd., Suite
207, Knoxville, Tennessee 37923,
U.S.A.
Or Email Dr. Bruce Horne at
drbeh@yahoo.com.
Or phone him at (423) 914-5475.
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Tennesseans launch new Church of God
The writer is an itinerant speaker
for the Chicagoland Church of God,
Canadian Church of God and other
Sabbath-keeping churches as well as
as former news writer and opinion
columnist for The Stanford Review.
By Edward Malone
NOXVILLE, Tenn.—A small
core of Sabbath-keeping East
Tennesseans have launched a
new congregation in Knoxville under
the stewardship of Shepherd Voice
magazine’s own Dr. Bruce E. Horne.
After decades of service in the
Church of God—including his most
recent tenure with the Seviervillebased Church of God Worldwide
Ministries as an elder, television presenter and president of its evangelistic
association—Dr. Horne has stepped
out with his wife, Janet, and other sisters and brothers in Christ to form the
Church of God Knoxville (CGK).

K

calls, or may call or simply have need in
our community, are things we hope and
pray God gives us the means to do.”
Dr. Horne concluded the church’s
inaugural sermon by stating that the
church needs the support of the listeners in the audience, on the Internet or
via DVD. He invited everyone everywhere to join the Church of God Knoxville in its endeavor to do God’s work.
Fundamental truths
In an interview with Shepherd’s
Voice magazine, Dr. Horne described
his approach and the congregation’s
approach as “trunk of the tree.”
The congregation will consider new
ideas and forms and discard others, he
said, but it will hold onto the fundamental truths of the Church of God.
Church of God Knoxville congregant Cristina Tulbure, a resident of
Knoxville who was raised a Seventhday Adventist in Romania, said she
appreciates this approach.
“Bruce is very good at what he
does,” Ms. Tulbure said. “He loves
speaking. He is willing to listen to others and is good with giving advice or
help if needed.”

Building the church
The first Sabbath service, attended KNOXVILLE—A young member of the
by 12 people, took place Jan. 4, 2014. new Knoxville church sits at table. [Photo
In fitting manner Dr. Horne gave a by Edward Malone]
sermon titled “I Will Build My Church.”
He began by asking the fundamen- out into the world and make disciples
tal questions about the definition, of all nations; baptizing them into the Links to sources
function and purpose of the church.
The Church of God Knoxville may
name of the Father, Son, and Holy
Said Dr. Horne in his introduction: Spirit, teaching them all the things that be small, but it has big aspirations. Ac“Here we are by the grace of God. Jesus taught His core group of disci- cording to Dr. Horne, the congregaWe are in the protion intends to record
cess of planting a
and produce DVDs
new church here at
and CDs of its ser‘So often the Churches of God are
Knoxville, Tenn.
mons, start a televiisolationists. They have their own
“Why? So we can
sion program and
get together and enhost a Web site with
in-groups. We don’t want to do that.’
joy each other’s felan extensive database
lowship, have snacks
of Bible lessons, news
afterwards, cake and cookies and ples. It’s simple. This is not a compli- articles, essays, commentaries, serwonderful potluck meals? Well, sure, cated formula.”
mons and links to other Church of
that’s part of it. But there’s so much
Besides starting a multimedia min- God resources.
“We are trying to get a new televimore than that.”
istry intended to reach the world, Dr.
Horne beseeched the Knoxville breth- sion show on the air in the spring,” said
True group
ren to become involved “right here in Dr. Horne. “We will start out on public
Using scripture, Dr. Horne ex- our community with people who need access and on the Internet. Little by little we will grow this small group.”
plained that the “true church” is a our help.”
“group of called-out individuals” who
No
waiting
Isolationists
in
hiding
keep the Commandments of God and
Although the congregation is workhold the testimony of Jesus Christ.
“So often the Churches of God are
He explained that the church’s isolationists,” he said. “They have their ing diligently to establish a permanent
function is twofold: to make disciples own in-groups, and that’s all they do. presence on the Web, one does not
of all nations and to proclaim the good We don’t want to do that. We want to have to wait to view the church’s first
seven sermons. They are posted at
reach out to those in need.
news of the Kingdom of God.
“Preaching the gospel is primary. ourevillage.com/cogkt/.
We are “called out to do what? To
Sermon topics include “In Search
be what?” he asked. “To be an evan- Feeding the flock is derivative. But
gelizing organism, an entity that goes reaching out to all of those whom God
See KNOXVILLE, page 23
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Notes and quotes

14th or 15th Passover
ALBUQUERQUE, N.M.—The
Church of God New Mexico has
joined the discussion about
whether the Passover should be
on Nisan 14 or 15.
“Jesus taught us when to keep
the Passover and how to keep
it,” explained Ed Costanza. “We
do not need Jesus to walk in
here today to teach us how and
when to keep the Passover.”
For a sermon by John
Shavers, visit cognm.org or write
Mr. Costanza at ed@cognm.org.

sing-along Saturday evening.
A series of seminars will take
place Sunday morning.
“Sunday afternoon will be
open for fellowship, volleyball,
horseshoes and other outdoor
games,” he
said.
Steve
Andrews, the
newly announced pastor of the Tulsa
Church of
God, will conduct a Bible
study Sunday
night. (See two
articles about
Wynn Skelton
Mr. Andrews
beginning on page 1 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.)
The closing service will
happen the morning of April 21,
with Lawrence Gregory, pastor
emeritus at the Tulsa Church of
God, speaking.
The events will feature the
singing of Matthew Steel and the
Tulsa Praise & Worship Team.
For more information contact
Wynn Skelton at (903) 736-5999
or wls45@suddenlink.net
or Barnabas Grayson of the
Tulsa Church of God at (918)
617-4919.
See also cgi.org or tulsa
churchofgod.net.

Serbian hymnal available
NOVI SAD, Serbia—Aleksandar “Sasha” Veljic announced
that “a group of
enthusiasts”
has posted a
hymnal in the
Serbian language.
“We have
English text
and notes on
one sheet of
paper and the
Serbian transSasha Veljic
lation on the
other,” he said.
“We are so happy to have been
able to have the Bible hymnal in
our native tongue.”
For more information write Mr.
Veljic at holocaust.memorial.
society@gmail.com.

Feast in the Great Smokies
SEVIERVILLE, Tenn.—The
Church of God Worldwide
Ministries, sponsor of The World
Tomorrow on television, will play
host to a Feast of Tabernacles
site in the Great Smoky
Mountains.
The site will be “at our home
office complex at 1965 Chapman
Hwy. Oct. 8-16, 2014,”
announced Shirley Timmons.
Services will start at 2 p.m.
each day.
“All are welcome to join us,”
Mrs. Timmons said. “We have
many activities planned, with lots
of food and fellowship daily.”
She also mentioned the site is
in need of more sermon presenters and a piano player.
Call Mrs. Timmons if you can
help out at (865) 774-4600.

Super Sabbath scheduled
for Oklahoma
SAN AUGUSTINE, Texas—
The Church of God International,
based in Tyler, Texas, and other
locally governed congregations
plan a Super Sabbath weekend
for the Days of Unleavened
Bread, announced Edward
Malone.
“Brothers and sisters in Christ
are invited to meet at the
Western Hills Guest Ranch of
the Sequoyah Resort Park near
Wagoner, Okla., from April 19 to
21, 2014,” Mr. Malone said.
Activities will include a
Sabbath service with Stephen
Glover of the CGI and Barnabas
Grayson of the Tulsa Church of
God, followed by a campfire

Is the apostolic church
for real?
SACRAMENTO, Calif.—David
Froloff has booklets on offer for
free of charge including The
Subversion of Christianity: How
Did It Happen?
and Does the
Scriptural
Apostolic
Church Exist
Today?
To order the
booklets or for
more information write Mr.
Froloff at 3700
David Froloff
Watt Ave., No.
20, Sacramento, Calif. 95821, U.S.A., or
dfroloff@hotmail.com.

CEM’s Feast-location change
WHITEHOUSE, Texas—Allie
Dart of Christian Educational
Ministries
announced
that CEM will
not be in San
Antonio, Texas,
for the Feast of
Tabernacles in
2014.
“We will be
going to
Granbury,
Texas, southAllie Dart
west of the
Dallas–Fort Worth area in the
Brazos River Valley,” she said.
For more information go to
borntowin.net, or write P.O. Box
560, Whitehouse, Texas 75791,
U.S.A.
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