
The author is manager of IT strate-
gic sourcing for Kohl’s department
stores and founder of Something or
Other Publishing. Mr. Fransson’s
book The Hardness of the Heart is due
out on Valentine’s Day 2014 and can
be preordered at SOOPLLC.com.

By Wade Fransson

MADISON, Wis.—After six
years of spending the winter
holidays in Wisconsin with

my wife’s extended family, I hit on
the idea of taking my family back to
where my wife and I met: Pasadena,
Calif.

Between you and me it wasn’t just
a weather-related move.

Happy 40th, Dr. Fransson
I have sisters up and down the West

Coast, and a Disneyland vacation with
them and my 5-year-old daughter and
2-year-old son seemed much more
attractive than the now-familiar holi-
day festivities on my wife’s side of the
family, which is Catholic.

Since my wife, Angela, has a broth-
er in San Diego, well, that clinched
the deal.

At a dinner in honor of Angela—
who turned 40 and was awarded a

doctor’s degree
in physical ther-
apy in Decem-
ber 2013—we re-
united with the
friend who had
introduced us.

T h e  f r i e n d
shared the news
t h a t  D a v i d
Hulme’s some-
what reclusive
c h u r c h  h a d

thrust itself into the Church of God
limelight with some high-level disfel-
lowshippings and defections.

I was touched by the pain she and
her husband were feeling. It is a famil-
iar pain, caused by the longtime like-
minded being forced to choose sides.

My first book, The People of the
Sign, takes a deep dive into the agony

caused by the divorce and kidnapping
that shaped my own life. My life was
then mirrored by what I describe as a
tribal kidnapping and divorce as the
leadership of the Worldwide Church
of God passed from Herbert W. Arm-
strong to Joe Tkach Sr., then Tkach Jr.

It was a sad discussion, but I was
not surprised to see history repeating
itself.

Déjà vu again
Those who have read The People of

the Sign—people with a WCG back-
ground and without—have expressed
sympathy and empathy.

(See “People of the Sign Launches
in Wisconsin,” THE JOURNAL, issue
No. 152, dated March 13, 2013.)

The theme of shifting values, prior-
ities and points of view, followed by
feelings of betrayal, is universal.

But the intensity of this phenome-
non in COG members, who identified
fiercely with the “Sign” of the Sab-
bath and the unity of a belief in the
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By Mac Overton

The weekly Sabbath service at
Christian Educational Min-
istries’ headquarters in White-

house, Texas, dormant since January
2011, started
up again in the
new year.

The first ser-
vice was Jan.
11, 2014, in
honor of CEM
founder  and
l o n g t i m e
Church of God
e v a n g e l i s t
Ronald Dart’s
80th birthday.
A potluck followed the service.

Tired of travel
Mr. Dart’s wife, Allie, told THE

JOURNAL about the events surround-
ing the restart of services.

“Ron was tired of driving all the
way to Big Sandy for services,” she
said. “He didn’t like traveling for the
Feast, and he didn’t like traveling
that far to Sabbath services.

“We had attended with Cogwa
[the CGWA, or Church of God a
Worldwide Association] when they
met in Tyler, but when they moved
to Gladewater we started going to
the Church of God Big Sandy,
where Dave Havir is pastor.”

One day as Mr. and Mrs. Dart
were traveling to Big Sandy, he said
to her, “We ought to get something
started at CEM.”

That first service drew about 40,
Mrs. Dart said.

“Our room [at CEM headquar-
ters] was packed.”

The services follow a format sim-
ilar to what CEM followed before: a
sermon of about 45 minutes, a 15-
minute break for refreshments, then

“everybody draws their chairs into a
circle and anyone can ask the minis-
ter who spoke that day anything they
want,” Mrs. Dart said.

Prayer requests are taken, and a
“lively discussion” follows. 

“Those who follow us by live
streaming can also ask questions,”
she said.

Daily improvement
Mrs. Dart  said she sees improve-

ments in Mr. Dart’s condition virtu-
ally every day. He fell and injured
his head four years ago. (See “Ron
Dart Recovering After Injury,” THE
JOURNAL, issue No. 138, dated June
17, 2010.)

Mr. Dart’s memory is on the
mend, she said. He sang special
music at the 2013 Feast and during
the recent inaugural Sabbath service.
She said Mr. Dart participated in the
Jan. 25 Q&A that follows the wor-
ship service.

Brooke is a godsend
Mrs. Dart said CEM recently hired

Brooke Brookreson as marketing di-
rector, and “she’s a godsend.”

Ms. Brookreson can do things the
CEM’s small office staff didn’t have
time to do.

When THE JOURNAL asked who is
pastor of the new congregation, Ms.
Brookreson answered by E-mail.

“We do not have one,” she wrote.
“We are not a church per se, just a
gathering of people who congregate
together at CEM, literally the CEM
congregation.”

Mrs. Dart later clarified: “We
don’t really have a pastor, unless Ron
would consider himself to be the
pastor.”

Ms. Brookreson helps with sched-
uling speakers for the weekly service.

Christian Educational
Ministries’ services born again

Author announces The Hardness of the Heart,
reports on Mr. Hulme’s ‘slightly reclusive church’

An issue or two from now
THE JOURNAL plans to list
contact information, loca-

tions and dates of the Feast of Tab-
ernacles observances for 2014.

You're invited to send your in-
formation to THE JOURNAL at P.O.
Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A., or info@thejour-
nal.org. Or fax it to 1-888-488-
6603.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.

It is best to include all nine days
in the date.

For example, many observanc-
es this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

The Journal’s
Feast listing
coming soon

LAKE OF THE OZARKS FEAST—Some of the more than 140 young people
who attended the 2013 Feast of Tabernacles site sponsored by Season of Our Joy
participate in an event at the lake. Almost 800 people traveled to the Lake of the
Ozarks site. Season of Our Joy, or SOOJ, is part of the Ami Yisrael ministry found-
ed by Tim and Angie Kelley of Hawkins, Texas. For Mike Bacon’s Feast report and
more photos, see page 32 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photo courtesy SOOJ]

By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—Dave Ha-
vir, on the Sabbath of Jan. 25,
2014, pleaded with his listeners

not to have an abortion.
The pastor of the Church of God

Big Sandy directed his sermon main-
ly to people who might be listening or
watching the church service on the
congregation’s Web site (churchof-
godbigsandy.com).

Available for surfers
Mr. Havir told this writer his ser-

mon had been in the making since last
April.

“On April 20, 2013, I gave a ser-
mon titled ‘Bible History About Na-
tions Killing Their Babies,’ ” he said.
“That sermon was more geared for a
Church of God audience. At that time
I mentioned that I wanted to give a
sermon that would be geared more to
the general public.”

Mr. Havir said he specifically
chose the title of the sermon (“Please
Do Not Have an Abortion”) to be
appropriate for the archive section of
the church Web site with the hope

some people might find it when surf-
ing the Internet.

Early in his sermon Mr. Havir spe-
cifically mentioned his target audi-
ence for that day.

“This sermon is primarily intended
for three people,” he said:

“Any lady who has had an abor-
tion and is dealing with emotional
aftereffects.”

“Any family member of a lady
who is considering an abortion.”

“Any lady who is considering an
abortion.”

Helping the wounded
When Mr. Havir talked to the first

group of women—those who have
had an abortion and might have been
dealing with buyer’s remorse, so to
speak—he quoted from Ephesians
2:8-10.

“God’s grace” saves and “is a gift
from God,” he told his listeners online
and offline, and said that “people who
have not committed an abortion are
not better than people who had com-
mitted an abortion.”

Pastor advises Web visitors:
Please don’t abort your baby

Longtime elder (WCG, UCG, CGWA) dies

BIG SANDY, Texas—A long-
time member and elder in the
Churches of God died

in a hospice facility in Tyler,
Texas, on Jan. 28, 2014.

Lester Leroy Neff, 90,
died after a long illness.

Mr. Neff had retired after
a long career as an employee
of the Radio/Worldwide
Church of God and Ambas-
sador College.

He graduated from Am-
bassador College, Pasadena,
in 1959.

He served as an evangelist, church
pastor and treasurer in the WCG and
taught Bible classes, including Sur-

vey of the Old Testament, at Am-
bassador College, Big Sandy.

He was a member
of the WCG, United
Church of God and
most recently Church
of God a Worldwide
Association.

He was a cellist.
He wrote a book

that is still in use by
some Churches of God,
Basic Principles of
Song Leading (avail-
able from the Inter-

continental Church of God at tinyurl.
com/neffsongs).

Mr. Neff’s friend Steve McNeely

of Hawkins, Texas, said Mr. Neff was
anything but ‘flamboyant.”

He was a “quiet leader” who “pos-
sessed the most beautiful, deep, reso-
nant and unmistakable speaking voice.”

He was “a plodder who moved in
a purposeful straight line until the job
was done.”

Read more of Mr. McNeely’s
memories of Mr. Neff at tinyurl.com/
leroyneff.

Mr. Neff is survived by sons Larry
Neff of Denver, Colo., and Don Neff
of San Jose, Calif., daughter Carol
Hegar of Big Sandy; seven grand-
children; and eight great-grandchil-
dren. Mr. Neff’s wife, Maxine, died
in 2010.

Leroy Neff

Allie Dart

See SIGN, page 6

See THE MAN, page 6

See CEM BUSY, page 5

Wade Fransson
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A parting glass for Greg Reagan

Greg Reagan, a longtime Church
of God member, died alone here
in December. He had recently

moved from Houston to Austin, Texas,
and had started attending the Austin
Church of God.

The congregation welcomed him.
We all enjoyed Greg’s wit and charm
and respected him.

It was obvious that Greg was tal-
ented, hardworking and a devoted fa-
ther of his children.

Greg had been very successful in
the marketing and brokerage industry
and was a talented golfer who gave up
a potentially lucrative golfing career
to observe the Sabbath..

After services I had many enjoyable
conversations with Greg, partly because
we shared a New York–Boston Irish
culture but also because of his insight
into what has been happening to the
Churches of God.

Greg recounted his past interac-
tions with many in the present COG
leadership. His testimony regarding
their behavior and his assessment of
their motivations was sobering.

At a recent Sabbath service I no-
ticed Greg’s seat was empty and asked
if he was all right. I was told he had
died the previous weekend.

When I heard the news I felt like a
hole had been ripped open inside my

heart. Greg had died sometime Sun-
day alone. His devoted daughter Jes-
sica found him later that night, Dec.
23, 2013.

The thought of Greg dying alone
bothered me, but after thinking about
it I am more at peace because none of
us in the faith truly dies alone (Psalm
116:15).

As for me, I will remember Greg as
the fine man he was and raise a glass
in his memory, especially—and he will
appreciate this—whenever the Green
is worn.

I will miss you, Greg, my brother
and my friend.

Dr. Richard F. Griffiths
Elgin, Texas

Mr. Reagan’s obituary appears on
page 7 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

Tell me ’bout the good old days
As I hear about yet another split

among the greater Churches of God
(see “Nine Ministers Leaving CGIC
Hold Organizational Conference,”
THE JOURNAL, Dec. 31, 2013), I am re-
minded of what my grandfather, who
raised me, one of the wisest men I’ve
ever known, told me.

I asked him when I was maybe 10
or 11, “Grandpa, why don’t you go to
church?”

He replied: “Mac, the older you get
the more you’ll realize that in any
church there’s one group that runs it and
another group that wants to run it, and
they’ll keep things in constant turmoil.”

He also advised me that, if I got in-
volved in a church, I should pay atten-
tion to the sermons and the oppor-
tunities to help others but not get in-
volved in church politics.

So, except for the mid-1990s,
when it became necessary to go to
battle for the soul of the church, I’ve

tried to follow that as best I can (not
always perfectly).

When I entered Worldwide in 1972,
I told him, “Grandpa, I found a church
that doesn’t meet those criteria.”

But I was more naive in those days.
Mac Overton

Gilmer, Texas

What’s wrong?
Is there something wrong with the

First Commandment in Exodus 20:3,
where it says “Thou shalt have no
other gods before Me”?

Of course not. The translation of
the Hebrew in Exodus 20:3 is wrong
and therefore totally misses what God
is saying and what He wants us to
know and understand.

The correct translation of one word

in this verse shows us exactly what
God wants us to see. That word is
have. The Hebrew word translated as
“have” in Exodus 20:3 should correct-
ly be “exists” (No. 1961 in Strong’s).

So here is what God is telling us:
“No other gods existed before Me.”

God is not telling us it is okay to
worship false gods but that He, the
one true Supreme God, is worthy of
all worship.

Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.

Grain and weeds
I’m writing this letter in support of

Pastor Dave Havir’s article on disfel-
lowshipping that appeared in the Dec.
31, 2013, issue of this newspaper [un-
der the headline “Here Are Some
Thoughts About Disfellowship”].

Like the pastor, I belonged to a
church organization that taught and
practiced disfellowshipping.

As long as I wasn’t the object of the
doctrine I didn’t think much about it.
However, when the tables turned I
became very interested in the teaching.

Like Pastor Havir, I studied the is-
sues of authority and what exactly
made one a member of God’s church
and reached most of the same conclu-
sions he came to.

It has always been interesting to me
that people who espouse this teaching
almost never mention the Parable of
the Grain and the Weeds. It reads:

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a
farmer who planted good seed in his
field. But that night as the workers slept,
his enemy came and planted weeds
among the wheat, then slipped away.

“When the crop began to grow and
produce grain, the weeds also grew. The
farmer’s workers went to him and said:

“ ‘Sir, the field where you planted

the good seed is full of
weeds! Where did they

come from?’
“ ‘An enemy has

done this!’ the farmer
exclaimed.

“ ‘Should we pull
out the weeds?’ they

asked.
“ ‘No,’he replied, ‘you’ll

uproot the wheat if you do.
Let both grow together
until the harvest.

“ ‘Then I will tell the
harvesters to sort out the
weeds, tie them into bun-

dles and burn them, and to put the
wheat in the barn’ ” (Matthew 13:24-
29, NLT, emphasis mine).

Lonnie C. Hendrix
Fayetteville, Ark.

Personal accountability
Lonnie seems to believe that attrac-

tion (something pleasing to the eye or
mind) between individuals is not or
cannot be connected to a person’s pur-
suit (to advance the thought or action)
of an individual.

(See Mr. Hendrix’s articles on
same-sex attraction in issues No. 155
and 157 of THE JOURNAL.)

He states that humans finding each
other attractive is a mindless (lacking
good sense or intelligence, devoid of

intelligence, purpose, direction or
meaning; giving or showing little care
or attention), effortless experience.

Lonnie also says it takes only a
glimpse for a person to find (to decide
on and make a declaration about) an-
other human attractive.

Lonnie says most of our resulting
thoughts (acts and processes of think-
ing, which begin at the moment we
first see, hear, smell, feel another hu-
man) are never acted upon.

Lonnie admits that what transpired
in that split-second glimpse was sig-
nificant enough to impact the mind so
much as to lead the person to consider
his or her thoughts and choose to act
upon them or not.

Yes, Lonnie, sexual attraction is in
our DNA, which includes our think-
ing minds, which choose the direction
we go.

Is Lonnie not contradicting himself
and talking out of both sides of his
mouth and avoiding personal account-
ability for what enters and exits our
minds?

D.H. Henderson
Edmonds, Wash.

Getting Sodom straight
Regarding the articles by and about

Lonnie Hendrix in issues No. 155,
156 and 157, including “Ezekiel: Sins
of Sodom Were Not About Sex”:

Sounds like you should rerun my
“Getting Sodom Straight” (tinyurl.com/
sodomstraight) article to keep the pot
stirred up.

Or how about something on neither
Sodom nor Gomorrah ever actually
existed or were filled with gay men.

If Lot thought they were all gay I
seriously doubt he’d have thought to
pitch his daughter out to them to do
with as they wished. It would be one
big “Ewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwww
—not a girl!”

Dennis Diehl
Greenville, S.C.

The blessing of little kids
I read in the last issue of THE JOUR-

NAL that David Hulme agreed with one
of his ministers when the minister
would not bless a child because the
parents did not attend Sabbath servic-
es often enough.

If this report is accurate, I think it is
horrible that these two ministers took
it out on this poor little kid.

Besides, there are many people
who rarely attend church services but

have an excellent religious back-
ground because they read a lot and get
much religious information from
radio and TV.

I remember when David Hulme
split away about half of the UCG
membership in the San Francisco Bay
area in 1998. I lost a lot of friends in
that split. I wonder how he feels now
that his group is splitting.

David Hulme, like some other
COG leaders, takes Bible passages in
a context that allows them to justify
their dictatorial leadership in their
church organizations. They preach
top-down leadership.

Good reasoning puts Jesus Christ at
the top of top-down government, but
these leaders want to insert them-
selves in the middle as dictators.

Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

One-God movement should
consider preexistence

Why is it not at least considered by
the Church of God unitarian move-
ment that both preexistence of Jesus
and a unitarian God are a possibility?

The only rational explanation I can
see for the “Let us make man in our
image” statement is another being
existed who was already in the image
of God.

If someone denies preexistence, it
would seem a requirement to remove
Genesis, John and Hebrews as well as
other gospel statements from the
Scriptures.

Though it seems that indeed a uni-
tarian God is the only alternative to
polytheism (any teaching that in-
cludes more than one person within
the name El), it would seem that even
the book of Genesis would not be un-
derstandable without there being a
preexistent being in the image of God.

Gary Wilson
Via the Internet

Mr. Neff walked the walk
Lester Leroy Neff [who died Jan. 28,

2014; see the article on page 1 and the
obituary on page 7 of this issue]: I
knew him since 1970.

Mr. Neff was one of the finest men
I knew in the WCG. He did not just
talk the talk. He walked the walk.
Probably had the least ego of any VP
or evangelist in the organization.

And he was a solid teacher. I had
him for OTS, Old Testament Survey.
First half was with David Jon Hill,
and last two months with Mr. Neff.
Quite a contrast in instructors.

Really a quality man. More men
like him and the group would not have
gone down the toilet.

He was diagnosed with prostate
cancer a decade ago but had no treat-
ments. Lasted longer than many who
got cut, burned and poisoned! It final-
ly spread, and he spent the last week
in hospice care over in Tyler.

Michael Kusheba
Kilgore, Texas

Correction
Regarding a photo that ran on page

8 of issue No. 157 with the article
“David Hulme Disfellowships S. An-
drews; P. Nathan Quits”:

Mr. Hulme does not live in the
COGaic [Church of God an Interna-
tional Community, also abbreviated
CGWA] headquarters office on Marengo

Avenue in Pasadena. That is exclusively
a church building. Mr. Hulme lives 30-
40 minutes outside of Pasadena.

Name withheld
Via the Internet

Correction
The photograph that you have of

the demolition of the Ambassador
College library on the Pasadena cam-
pus is not by Victor Kubik. I took that
picture, along with many others.

Gary Leonard
Via the Internet

The photograph Mr. Leonard took
was correctly credited in the online
version of THE JOURNAL (at thejour-
nal.org). The photo appears below
with the correct attribution.
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‘It has always been interesting to me that people who
espouse the disfellowship teaching almost never
mention the Parable of the Grain and the Weeds.’

Phoning, faxing or writing The Journal
THE JOURNAL has three telephone numbers, and two of them are toll-free.
The main office number is 903-636-4779. The toll-free number for
voice mail is 1-866-949-7294. Leave a message and, if appropriate,
someone will get back with you. The toll-free fax number is 1-888-488-
6603 and is useful for letters to the editor, Feast reports and other
articles. Or write info@thejournal.org or THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

AC LIBRARY—The old AC library in Pasa-
dena is partially standing before its com-
plete demolition a few months ago. [Photo
by Gary Leonard]

Please let THE JOURNAL
know when you move
Please send your old and new addresses to
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or to the appropriate address listed in the box
at the top of this page. Or you may fax 1-888-
488-6603 or E-mail info@thejournal.org or
leave a voice message at 1-866-949-7294 to
report your address change.
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The writer is an elder in the United
Church of God.

By Ellis W. Stewart

BIG SANDY, Texas—After
reading Lonnie Hendrix’s arti-
cles about

sex in the Sep-
tember-October
2013 issue, No.
155, and Dec.
31, 2013, issue,
No. 157, and the
comments about
his articles in the
November issue,
No. 156, I would
like to make a
few comments.

Mr. Hendrix’s articles shook a lot of
us up. I just could not believe a li-
censed minister could be so open in
writing what he believes about homo-
sexuals.

One thing I got from Mr. Hendrix’s
articles is that he is well read and
knows his Bible. But, like others, he
seems to lack understanding of what
God’s law is all about.

Helpful aspects
In his summary at the end of his

second article, after evaluating his
critics he still believes the same thing!
His critics’ arguments didn’t faze him!

One thing neither he nor his critics
did was bring up one of the aspects of
the discussion I feel would help clear
up the questions he has about God’s
law in the Old Testament.

Mr. Hendrix apparently thinks the
Old Testament endorsed polygamy,
slavery and misogyny.

But just because something bad
happens doesn’t mean God and the
Bible endorse it. Just because some-
thing happened in Bible times doesn’t
make it right.

And that lies at the heart of the
change that Christ brought with the
New Testament.

What I’m trying to say is this:
When Christ came on the scene in the
New Testament, He brought with
Him a different application of God’s
principles as contrasted with what ap-
pears in the Old Testament.

There is a difference in application
of the Old Testament law and its New
Testament application.

Undiscussed differences
The differences were never dis-

cussed in Mr. Hendrix’s articles or, as
far as I could tell, in the other articles
that critiqued his.

These changes in application were
briefly explained by God in John
3:16, which declares that He so loved
the world that He gave His only be-
gotten Son that whoever believed on

Columns and commentary
Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Don’t you
just love it when people use iso-
lated sections of the Bible to

support a hard-line approach?
Hard-line Christians use the Bible

to denounce certain people and then
claim that God instructs believers not
to pray for those people.

Some examples
Let me give you some exam-

ples.
“Don’t pray for the

politicians (executive
branch, legislative branch
and judicial branch) who
support abortion because
God will not hear you.”

“Don’t pray for the abor-
tion doctors because God will
not hear you.”

“Don’t pray for those rad-
ical atheists because God will
not hear you.”

“Don’t pray for those radi-
cal Muslims because God will not
hear you.”

“Don’t pray for those radical
Christians because God will not hear
you.”

Do you see how this attitude can be
expressed in a multitude of ways?

Biblical justification
People who make the statements

listed above actually use the Bible to
validate their blackballing. Notice two
sections of verses in the Old Testament.

Jeremiah 7:16: “Therefore do not
pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or
prayer for them, nor make intercession
to Me; for I will not hear you.”

Jeremiah 14:11-12: “Then the LORD
said to me, ‘Do not pray for this peo-
ple, for their good. When they fast, I
will not hear their cry . . .”

Think about it
How do you think God would
handle it if people prayed for

the people anyway? Would
He strike them down with
lightning?

Since I view God as a
mature Father, I imag-

ine He might even
be happy that His

children have a kind
heart.
I could imagine a

conversation going some-
thing like this:

Father: Don’t waste your
breath praying for those people

because they are immersed in their
sins and they are going to face serious
consequences.

Child: I know You are in charge,
but I feel sorry for them and prayed
for them anyway.

Father: I am glad you are wise
enough to avoid making the mistakes
they did, but I think it is nice that you
had the compassion to pray for them.

Biblical support
Notice a couple of New Testament

scriptures:
Matthew 5:44: “But I say to you,

love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate
you, and pray for those who spitefully
use you and persecute you.”

1 Timothy 2:1-2: “Therefore I ex-
hort first of all that supplications,
prayers, intercessions, and giving of
thanks be made for all men, for kings
and all who are in authority, that we
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and reverence.”

Final thoughts
Let me leave you with these four

lessons:
God has the authority to choose

which prayers He hears and which
prayers He ignores.

Do not dogmatically speak for
God.

Beware of religious people who
dogmatically claim to speak for God:
projecting the imaginations of their
heart as the thoughts of God.

Even if God chooses not to hear
the prayers of certain people, I recom-
mend you pray for them anyway.

Did God really tell people not to pray?

The pope caught the bird flu from a cardinal.

The writer and his family live in
southern Missouri, the buckle of the
Bible belt. Mr. White and his wife,
Margie, publish Exhort-Ezine.info, an
E-magazine of Christian exhortation.

By Dan L. White

HARTVILLE, Mo.—For the
Passover festival of 2013 the
Jewish calendar calculated a

new moon before the old moon had
even disappeared.

When the
t emp le  was
functioning,
t h e  m o n t h s
and festivals
were t ied to
the visible new
moon.

Worldwide
Church of God
founder Her-
b e r t  A r m -
strong once
said that God makes things simple;
man makes things complex. God has
the tithing system; America has the
IRS code.

The visual method was simple
and easily understood. A new moon
was when you could see a new
moon.

At the time of the second temple
the Sadducees were in charge of it,
and the Pharisees ran the syna-
gogues.

When the temple fell in A.D. 70
that new reality took the Sadducees
out of the picture. That made them
sad, you see, and it left the Phari-
sees, who then became what today is
Judaism. That connection is often
overlooked.

Pharisaic foundation
The New World Encyclopedia’s ar-

ticle “Pharisees” says, “The Phari-
saic movement went on to create the
foundations for what is now known
as Rabbinic Judaism . . .”

The Jewish Virtual Library, in its
article “Pharisees, Sadducees and Es-
senes,” states: “The most important
of the three were the Pharisees be-
cause they are the spiritual fathers of
modern Judaism.”

And a Wikipedia article, “Phari-
sees,” declares that, “after the de-
struction of the Second Temple in 70
CE, Pharisaic beliefs became the li-
turgical and ritualistic basis for Rab-
binic Judaism, which ultimately pro-
duced the normative traditional Ju-
daism which is the basis for all con-
temporary forms of Judaism except
for Karaite Judaism.”

Mainline Judaism is the continued
religion of the Pharisees, and the Jew-
ish calendar is part of that system.

Three centuries of observation
For nearly three centuries after

the fall of the temple, the Sanhedrin
continued to declare the beginning
of months and festivals by what was
observed.

In 358 it changed that approach to
a strictly calculated method, discard-
ing the visual signs.

The resulting calendar is neces-
sarily extremely complex and be-
came more so over the next millen-
nium as the Pharisees modified it.

As with the 39 melachot, or laws,
relating to the Sabbath, the creation
of a complex calendar fits in with
the Pharisee pattern.

It was widely believed that the
calculations merely duplicated visu-
al observations. However, now that
Israel is again a nation current ob-
servations reveal that the Jewish
calendar often does not match the
visual reality.

Frequently, Jewish-calendar festi-
vals precede the visual festivals, in
spite of the postponements that were
added to the Pharisaic reckonings.

Two days earlier
As noted above, in 2013 the cal-

culated new moon that determined
Passover occurred before the old
moon had even disappeared, making
the spring holy days two days earlier
by calculation than by observation.

At the fall festivals of the sev-
enth month, it was anticipated that
the difference would be even great-
er: a three-day variance between
the holy days.

Some do not accept the Jewish
calculations, arguing they are math-
ematically incorrect, and compute
their own calculations.

Others maintain that the error is
not in the calculations but in the
change from visual to calculating,
putting the calculator in place of God.

God controls the heavens and the
clouds, and any form of calculation
will inevitably vary from visual ob-
servations. This puts the calculator
in the same position as Jeroboam,
who changed the festival of the sev-
enth month.

God’s authority
Since it has become obvious that

the Jewish calculated calendar does
not match the visual that it is sup-
posed to calculate, it may be argued
that, when the Sanhedrin changed
from observation to calculation, it
had the authority from God to change
the holy days.

That sentiment is similar to the
argument used by the Roman church,

New moons: Meaningless or
manifestation of authority?

Ellis Stewart

Dan White

See IF THE OLD, page 5

Mr. Hendrix’s articles shook a lot of us up

Can we be both dogmatic and Christlike?
The writer is a longtime reader and

contributor to the letters section of
THE JOURNAL.

By Phillip L. Griffith

DELIGHT, Ark.—Regarding
the discussion on homosexu-
ality that began with Lonnie

Hendrix’s edito-
rial (“Ezekiel:
Sins of Sodom
Were Not About
Sex” in issue
No. 155 of THE
JOURNAL, dated
September-Oc-
tober 2013):

Frankly, I do
not understand
or condone the
gay lifestyle, but
gay bashing, it seems to me, is like a
whore in church.

I hope Mr. Hendrix does not think
I am being critical, but I fail to see his
evidence in the same light he does. I
agree with some of what he says but

cannot always see he has the proof he
claims to have.

Struggling to edify
How many times do we need to see

something to believe the rational
logic of it?

If a writer says something about
Scripture one time that does not make
sense, will it make sense if he says it
50 times?

Are someone’s comments more
valid because he writes thousands of
words and his critics write only hun-
dreds?

I am struggling to see how this dis-
cussion will edify any person who
holds opinions so dogmatically that
they can never change.

We can easily spin a biblical sce-
nario where our opinions are God’s
opinions.

If we cannot see that everyone
else is more or less as right as we are,
our discussion becomes a fuss, an ar-
gument, a fight. Is that Christlike
behavior?

Opinions = understanding
We end up worshiping according

to our opinions. This is not as bad as
it may sound, because it is proper to
worship God according to our under-
standing. Our present opinions are
our present understanding.

Lonnie says he has many scriptures
to support his positions, then states
dogmatically: “The formula is quite
simple.” He cites Acts 2:38 as the for-
mula: “Repent and be baptized in the
name of Jesus for the remission of
sins and you shall receive the gift of
the Holy Spirit.”

If I am not mistaken, Mr. Arm-
strong used to emphasize Matthew
28:19 as the formula: “Go and teach
all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.”

Reality is complicated
Don’t Lonnie’s comments suggest,

intentionally or not, that he thinks his
“critics” are not Christians if they

Phillip Griffith

See GOD WINKED, page 5

See DID EINSTEIN, page 32
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The writer is founder and operator
of the Association for Christian De-
velopment and Virtual Church. For
information about both, go to god-
ward.org. A version of this article ap-
pears in issue No. 557 of The Sabbath
Sentinel, the magazine of the Bible
Sabbath Association.

By Kenneth Westby

AUBURN, Wash.—There’s an
old country-music tune, and
that’s not my favorite genre of

music. But the words seem to fit
something that has gone on since Dar-
win’s dream captured men’s fancy:
finding that God doesn’t exist and be-
ing happy at that discovery.

I’ve spent a lifetime lookin’ for you.
Single bars and good-time lovers

were never true.
Playin’ the fool’s game hoping to

win
And telling those sweet lies and los-

ing again!
I was
Looking for love in all the wrong

places.
Looking for love in too many faces.
Searching their eyes, looking for

traces
Of what I’m dreaming of.

Successful ‘Curiosity’
I was watching the crowded control

room of the Jet Propulsion Laboratory
in Pasadena as it exploded in cheers at
the successful landing of Curiosity, the
latest Mars rover sent from earth to
explore that planet.

It was a stupendous accomplish-
ment, and we must stand in awe at the
creative mind God gave us that we
could do such things.

Mars is 35 to 250 million miles
away from earth in its elliptical orbit.
The sun is a more or less steady 93
million miles from earth.

Exploring God’s creation, in my
opinion, is money well spent. But the
motivation behind many of today’s
most costly scientific projects is not
what it was in the days of Sir Isaac
Newton, who observed: “This most
beautiful system of the sun, planets,
and comets could only proceed from
the counsel and domain of an intelli-
gent and powerful Being.”

Pioneers amazed
The founders and pioneers of mod-

ern science were predominantly Bible
believers, not humanistic materialists.
The long list includes Galileo, Roger
Bacon, Copernicus, Michael Servetus,
Michael Faraday, George Mendel,
Louis Pasteur and Robert Boyle.

These greats of science were amazed
at the complexity and vastness of the
created order of laws and elements and
life. For them, investigating creation
was a look into the handiwork of God
and, to some degree, an insight into
God Himself.

Modern scientific investigation
often approaches the cosmos with
equal amounts of curiosity and enthu-
siasm, not to find or understand its
Maker but to demonstrate that the cos-
mos had no maker and there is no
longer a need for the myth of God.

Bible hostility
Not all scientists are agnostic or

atheistic, but they are dominated by
materialists, thoroughly secular and
naturalistic in their worldview, who
regard Bible belief with hostility.

They see belief in supernatural cre-
ation as an enemy. Even the new field
of intelligent design, a scientific ap-
proach to explaining the complexities
of creation, is seen as a threat to their
doctrine that no God is needed for
anything anywhere anytime.

It is a faith-belief that goes beyond
evidence and is, in fact, religious.

The God Particle
It is important for evolutionary sci-

ence to find something, anything, that
seems to say: “There you have it: The
Bible is false. Maybe this [latest dug-
up bone, Piltdown Man, peppered
moths, God Particle or whatever] is
how the cosmos and life evolved and,
see, no God was needed.” 

So far, like the song, the fools are
playing their game.

We’ve heard a lot about the God
Particle of late, but don’t be confused
by the name. It is a joke, a nickname
from a book describing this subatomic
particle (a quark) called the Higgs
boson after the man who proposed its
existence, Peter Higgs.

It doesn’t imply anything about
God except that this as-yet-unseen
“particle” might
be the key to
how things are
held together,
move and have
“mass”: proper-
ties that can be
seen and weighed.

The name im-
plies that this
particle, not God,
is the mystery
power behind
how the cosmos
works. This the-
ory is one of many intended to replace
any logical need for God.

The mysterious thing
There are particles that have meas-

urable mass like neutrons and protons
and those like photons (also a quark)
that do not. The so-called God Particle
is believed to be the mysterious thing
that gives mass to matter.

Granted, much of this is still quite
theoretical, yet the huge underground
Hadron Particle Collider on the Swiss-
French border is a multi-billion-dollar
investment to find this elusive particle.

For the present it remains a mystery
to physicists. Its existence is sure, and
the effects of its footprint can be meas-
ured, but so far it has evaded sighting
or capture.

It is estimated that in the time it
takes you to read this article billions of
these particles will have passed through
your body. Ouch.

This is exciting stuff: to think that
the subatomic building blocks the Cre-
ator uses have been detected. They are
terribly fast and terribly tiny and, ap-
parently, terribly powerful.

95 percent
How does the Higgs boson relate to

dark matter and dark energy: mass and
energy that make up 95 percent of the
cosmos that cannot be seen?

How about gravity, which for the
most part still remains a mystery? Are
there gravity particles (gravitons) that
exert force?

They too have eluded sighting or
capture, but their footprint and shad-
ow are everywhere felt. Gravitons

must travel at hyper velocities (virtu-
ally instantly), making the speed of
light seem by comparison like a sloth
strolling.

Of what are evolutionists afraid?
The big problem for materialistic

science would be to discover design or
purpose to things, because that brings
one to the obvious logic that a designer
must be out there in charge: a scary
prospect for an atheist and one that
must be avoided at all costs.

Perhaps Mars will help their
case. It works like this: Looking for
and finding some evidence of life—
tiny, ancient, it doesn’t matter—will
drive the stake into the heart of the
biblical story.

Finding life on Mars for the atheis-
tic community is akin to not finding
God.

In this contrived logic, life on Mars
becomes a proof that the Bible is
wrong, and consequently the Bible’s
God doesn’t exist. What a champagne-
popping triumph that would be.

Straw man
The materialist’s assumption is that

the Bible demands that life can be only
on earth. While the focus of Scripture
is directed to the thinking people on
planet earth, and has little interest in
discussing life and events before Gen-

esis 1, what iron law forbids the Cre-
ator of life from doing what He does
best anywhere in His vast, apparently
limitless cosmos?

Ever vaster
So far no evidence of life-forms has

been discovered outside our beautiful
planet, but if in time some evidence is
found what will that prove?

God didn’t make just earth. He
made an array of ten hundred billion
galaxies, each with ten hundred billion
stars and planets beyond number.

Even these numbers are scientific
guesses, because it seems the more
powerful our instruments of detection
are the ever vaster our cosmos ap-
pears.

Life is everywhere in our universe.
Those of us who respect the veracity
of Scripture accept that the cosmos has
been filled with intelligent life of an
angelic kind for countless
eons before Adam and Eve
breathed their first oxygen
from God’s mouth.

Life of one sort or another
fills the domain of God’s cre-
ation.

A purpose for everything
If God has made other

manlike creatures on Mars or
anywhere else, I’ve not seen
suggestion of it in the Bible.
Sure, He could have made a
man and a woman anywhere
on His property, and He owns
it all. But He tells us He pre-
pared the earth specifically for
that purpose. The record of
history and anthropology seems
to confirm this.

What is unique is God’s description
of man’s creation in His image. That is
pictured as an earth-bound event in a
sanctuary garden called Eden.

Perfect position
Man is a creature of the earth from

which he was formed, and to survive
he must take some of the earth with
him (food, water, air) wherever he might
journey beyond its realm.

View the fine film The Privileged
Planet, or read the book of the same
title, to learn that the earth is perfectly
positioned in our Milky Way to sup-
port life.

It is called by scientists the sweet
spot: right-size sun, right distance from
other suns, right-size moon (same
apparent size in the sky as the sun),
right position in the Milky Way.

Our Milky Way is in the right posi-

tion for the forces exerted upon it from
the other moving galaxies.

And the list goes on. The earth was
purposed as the privileged planet to
play host to those beings made in
God’s image.

Purpose implies a plan
Ah, purpose. That’s a bad word to

secularists. Purpose implies a plan,
and a plan implies a planner, and—
bang—we’re back to the God issue.

So the scientists develop a vocabu-
lary and speaking protocol that dance
around the evidence that points to pur-
pose or design or intelligence or the
miraculous. It is a learned discipline
and takes a lot of around-the-barn talk
to hide the obvious while talking long
about the details.

The organization of galaxies is a
level of complexity that rivals the
human body itself—irreducible com-
plexity. An eye, for example, can’t
evolve because it must have millions
of parts organized for sight or it
doesn’t work.

There is no need to gradually
evolve if no “evolutionary benefit”
is realized, and our body has thou-
sands of systems of sophistication
impossible to achieve by the acci-
dent of evolution or the random re-
sults of a big bang.

There is no way around it: We must

be the product of towering intelligent
design.

There exists a constellation of laws
that govern all matter—seen and un-
seen—what could be called a living,
dynamic universe. The laws of physics
didn’t invent themselves, and they
come forth from forces and powers
that are truly supernatural.

Evolutionists are afraid that one day
their religion will be seen for the myth
that it is and they will have to face
facts—and God.

Meanwhile they must keep busy
making sport of creationists and chas-
ing their rainbow, hoping to find at its
base proof that God doesn’t exist.
Hello, Mars.

Dark matter
Take dark matter as a case in point

of the design complexity of the uni-
verse.

The matter that can be seen or de-
tected (stars, planets, space dust, etc.)
is not anywhere massive enough to
account for the gravitational forces
and other energy forces operating in
the universe.

For many decades physicists have
been mesmerized and dogged in pur-
suing what has come to be called dark
matter. It’s dark because it can’t be
seen and evades detection, yet its exis-
tence is obvious from the forces it
exerts.

The latest estimates are that the
composition of the universe is 70 per-
cent dark energy, 25 percent dark mat-
ter and 5 percent normal matter, such
as stars, that can be observed.

So about 95 percent of the universe
is composed of unseen energy and
matter.

Does that give you a different pic-

ture of what is out there, what is hold-
ing everything together and making it
function according to laws of physics?
Giving it a name doesn’t solve the
mystery.

Dynamical energy
Dark matter is sometimes explained

as a dynamical energy fluid or field
that fills space but operates differently
from normal matter and energy.

It has also been called quintessense,
meaning the fifth element suggested
by Greek philosophers.

Ideas of gravity have been called
into question, and Einstein’s theory of
gravity may be incorrect. Confused?
Mystified? Well, so is the scientific
world.

I’m reminded of the phrase in
Colossians 1:16 where God’s creation
is discussed. It includes “things in
heaven and on earth, visible and in-
visible.”

Paul didn’t have the Higgs boson
particle in mind or dark matter, per se,
but allowed that most of what God
created is unseen, though just as real as
what is seen.

Why the need to find life on Mars?
Are we lonely on earth? Is there not
enough life on our planet to keep us
enthralled?

Do we know everything there is to
know about life in its millions of forms

and functions so we now have nothing
to do but move on?

Discovery is fun
I don’t think that is the case. Sure,

curiosity is there and discovery is chal-
lenging and fun, but the push to find
life, even microbiotic life, somewhere
other than earth is evolution’s search
for the Holy Grail.

Scientists have been replowing soil-
sample tests done by the Viking 1 Mars
lander in 1976 and now think they
may have read them wrong.

Regardless, they are 99 percent sure
there is life on Mars.

“The ultimate proof is to take a
video of a [sic] Martian bacteria. They
should send a microscope, watch the
bacteria move,” said Joseph Miller of
USC’s Keck School of Medicine.

Well, maybe there will be a micro-
scope on the next mission landing,
which is scheduled for 2016.

Why God rage?
Evolution proposes a godless emp-

tiness, which helps to explain why
such atheistic anti-Christian states
like Communist China and the old
Soviet Union have been so chaotic
and so murderously cruel to their
own people.

There is no God holding them ac-
countable, no morality that says they
can’t do what they want to do.

Peter Hitchens, British journalist
and brother of the late Christopher
Hitchens, the famous spokesman for
atheism, was himself an atheist for
much of his life until he returned to
Christianity.

Playing with fire
He writes movingly of his journey

into unbelief in his excellent book The
Rage Against God: How Atheism Led
Me to Faith. 

“I set fire to my Bible on the play-
ing fields of my Cambridge boarding
school one bright, windy spring after-
noon in 1967. I was fifteen years old.

“The book did not, as I had hoped,
blaze fiercely and swiftly. Only after
much blowing and encouragement did
I manage to get it to ignite at all, and I
was left with a disagreeable, half-
charred mess.

“Most of my small invited audience
drifted away long before I had fin-
ished, disappointed by the anticlimax
and the pettiness of the thing.

“Thunder did not mutter. It would
be many years before I would feel a
slight shiver of unease about my act of
desecration. Did I then have any idea
of the forces I was trifling with?

“I was engaged at the time in a full,
perfect, and complete rebellion against
everything I had been brought up to
believe.”

Mr. Hitchens described the years
that followed as his “Godless period,”
when he moved with “arrogance, ado-
lescent petulance, ingratitude, cruelty,
and insensitivity.”

He is a candid writer, and he did
come, like the Prodigal, back to God,
back to the Bible and back to reason
and peace. Mr. Hitchens’ comments
on the Prodigal Son parable from
Luke 14 are rich:

“Now of all the parables, this one
has been the most disturbing for me
from the moment I encountered it,
which I did—as few do now—in the
ringing, unforgettable poetry of the
King James Version, which fills the
mind with vivid pictures.

“I could not have known when I
first heard that parable how much it
would eventually apply to me with
direct personal force, and in how
many ways.

“But it went home, deep and hard,
all the same. I almost know it by heart,
and cannot pass a beech tree in au-
tumn, with a litter of nuts about it,
without the words, ‘He would fain
have filled his belly with the husks that
the swine did eat,’ coming to mind.”

The brothers Hitchens
When Peter Hitchens’ life was in a

period of personal turmoil, he one day
found himself in Washington, D.C.,

No evidence of life-forms has been discovered
outside our beautiful planet, but if in time some

evidence is found what will that prove?

Essay Mars and beyond: Looking for God in all the wrong places

See YAHWEH WILL, page 7

Kenneth Westby
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CEM busy lining up speakers for its restored Sabbath service
Mrs. Dart said Ms. Brookreson

worked out the details for the Jan. 11
service, which doubled as Mr. Dart’s
80th-birthday observance, Ms. Brook-
reson has been busy lining up guest
speakers for future Sabbaths.

Early planning
Speakers so far have included Wes

White, Ian Hufton and John Reedy.
Mr. Reedy attended with CEM before
the congregation’s shutdown in Jan-
uary 2011.

Also on the speaking list so far are
Royce Mitchell, Matthew Steele, Rich
Glasgow and Maynard Kappel.

Many speakers are expected to
repeat. Mr. White is scheduled to con-
duct Passover services at CEM this
spring, with Mr. Dart assisting.

“In two short weeks I’ve been able
to preschedule our Sabbath guest
speakers through April,” Ms. Brook-
reson said, and “we are planning a
special get-together and meal for the
Night to Be Much Remembered [on
April 14, 2014]. All will be welcome.”

As of this writing (the end of Jan-
uary), the services are already bearing
fruit, Mrs. Dart said.

She noted that four new people
(not from a Church of God back-
ground) had begun attending: three

adults and a child.
She read a letter CEM received

from a man who attended his first
Church of God service ever with the
CEM folks recently.

“I am still on cloud nine,” the
man wrote. “I got to meet one of my
heroes.”

The man said he had listened to
Born to Win, Mr. Dart’s weekly radio

program, for years on KTBB radio in
Tyler (600 on the AM dial). He said
that he made sure to set his alarm for
7:30 on Sunday mornings (the pre-
2010 programs that are aired at 8
a.m.) so he wouldn’t miss it.

The man said the CEM and Mr.
Dart’s efforts “certainly light up my
life.”

Cessation of services in ’11
Mrs. Dart said CEM had quit hav-

ing services in January 2011 because
“Larry Watkins [who had served as

CEM business manager] stood up at
the end of service and announced that
services and live Internet streaming
were being discontinued.

“He had already severed his ties
with CEM, and he had no right to do
that,” she said.

Mr. Dart, at that point, was incapac-
itated by the [April 9, 2010] accident,
which had damaged his memory, and

“we were crippled” by the shutdown.
THE JOURNAL invited Mr. Watkins

to reply to Mrs. Dart’s assertion about
his role in the cessation of Sabbath
services.

While declining to directly address
Mrs. Dart’s allegation, Mr. Watkins
said, “I certainly wish CEM all the
best and continued success in the re-
newal of Sabbath services at CEM.”

Holding steady
It wasn’t until Ms. Brookreson

came on board and made the arrange-

ments that CEM could begin Sabbath
services again, Mrs. Dart said.

Mrs. Dart noted CEM had been
“holding steady” since Mr. Dart’s
accident, and now she is optimistic
that the ministry’s work will begin
to expand again and reach more new
people.

She said Ms. Brookreson had start-
ed using social media—Facebook—

and “that’s drawing a tremendous re-
sponse.” She said plans are to go on
Twitter soon.

Since the initial Sabbath service,
about 15 people have regularly at-
tended at CEM.

The group had about 18 who at-
tend via the Internet.

“We expect this to grow consider-
ably.”

To listen to the services as they’re
streamed, go to the Born to Win Web
site, (borntowin.net) and click on the
Ustream button.

Feast site in San Antonio
Mrs. Dart spoke of CEM’s plans to

sponsor a Feast site in San Antonio,
Texas, this year. “Linda Benton re-
cently joined our staff, and she spent
some time down there looking at ven-
ues,” Mrs. Dart said.

Julian Cruz’s congregation there,
which sponsors a Feast site every
year, “wants to have social activities
with us but wants to have their own
worship services,” Mrs. Dart said.

“CEM puts on an excellent Feast
that surpasses most others.”

The Darts have been in the Church
of God since 1958, starting with the
Radio Church of God, which was
later renamed the Worldwide Church
of God (WCG).

Mr. Dart was pastor of the Big
Sandy WCG congregation for three
years in the mid-1970s. He was affili-
ated with the Church of God Inter-
national from 1978 to 1995, when he
founded CEM.

Subscribers who are on CEM’s list
for DVDs and CDs have access to the
current Sabbath sermons.

For more information, visit born-
towin.net or write Christian Educa-
tional Ministries, P.O. Box 560,
Whitehouse, Texas 75791, U.S.A.

The Darts have been in the Church of God since
1958, starting with the Radio Church of God.

that Rome had the authority to change
the Bible festivals to Halloween,
Christmas and Easter.

In other words, the pagan festivals
are right because Rome says they’re
right, and the Jewish holy days are
right because the Sanhedrin says
they’re right. In both instances this
transfers the authority for making
laws from God to human institutions.

’04 Sanhedrin
Now that Israel has again been a

nation for more than half a century,
there is some desire for a new temple
worship system, and much work has
been done in that direction already.

If such occurs some think the festi-
vals will be changed back to the origi-
nal method and days.

A new Sanhedrin seems necessary
for such a change, and indeed a new
Sanhedrin has already been formed.
Israel National News in its online edi-
tion of Oct. 13, 2004, reported:

“On October 13, the Sanhedrin, the
highest tribunal of the Jewish state
and religion, was re-inaugurated by a
group of rabbis in Tiberias after 1,600
years of absence.

“According to Jewish sources, last
notice of the Sanhedrin dates around
425 A.D., also in the city of Tiberias.
After that, it ceased to exist.”

The Israeli New Moon Society,
which says it “presents the subject from
the point of view of Rabbinical Ortho-
dox Judaism,” comments on the vari-
ance between visual and calculated.

“For over a thousand years, the He-
brew calendar has been fixed by cal-

culation. Today, the Hebrew calendar
does not match that fixed by observ-
ing the Moon. Even though the gap
between the two calendars continues
to increase, we do not have the autho-
rity to alter the calendar until a new
Sanhedrin [religious high court] is re-
established and is widely recognized.”

Along that line the society further

states: “On 7th May 2008 the Sanhedrin
reenacted a reconstruction of receiving
eyewitness testimony of the crescent
Moon used for fixing the calendar and
have carried out many such reconstruc-
tions since. This has helped improve the
efficiency and accuracy of the process.”

This brings up an interesting deci-
sion for Christian feastkeepers, who
are increasing in number and who
mostly go by the Jewish calendar.

Which change was inspired?
They accept the calculations and the

changes of the Sanhedrin as divinely
inspired, although they may modify

them as desired, as with Pentecost.
If the new Sanhedrin reverts to the

original reckoning, what will these
Christian feastkeepers do? Will they
accept the first change of the San-
hedrin as being inspired but reject the
second? Or will they change back to

the original reckoning if the Sanhe-
drin authorizes that?

Others do not accept that the Phari-
sees or Rome had the authority to
change the holy days in the first place
and try to follow some form of the
original approach.

E-mails as literature
At the time of the temple, fires

were lit from hilltop to hilltop to sig-
nal a new moon. Nearly 2,000 years
later, E-mails are lit from Yahoo to
Google signaling a new moon.

For the first time in human history
the entire world can instantly learn of a
new moon and festival month in Israel.

It seems that a restored temple
worship system can be implemented
only with massive political change.

However, the modern nation of
Israel came about at a most unexpect-
ed time, soon after half the Jews in the
world had been exterminated.

In today’s political turmoil, one
can almost expect the unexpected.

If the old Sanhedrin was inspired, will the new one be as well?

It seems that a restored temple worship system can be
implemented only with massive political change.

God winked at our ignorance way back when, but not now
Him should not perish but have ever-
lasting life.

God gave His only begotten Son to
die to pay for the sins of all, for every-
one who’s ever lived. When Jesus
was resurrected He became our High
Priest.

Only an OT handful
The Old Testament talked about

the Levitical priesthood, but all that
has been changed to Christ, the High
Priest now.

God gave us His Spirit to help us
who believe on Him go through life
and obtain salvation.

Salvation involves training, experi-
ence, the change from carnal thinking
to spiritual thinking, our preparation
for God’s Kingdom and His family.

The Old Testament never offered
salvation except to a handful of peo-
ple, some of whom are listed in He-
brews 11, the faith chapter.

These people understood that Christ
would come and make salvation pos-
sible.

Just a handful of people were called
and justified as righteous through their

faith to enter God’s Kingdom. 
The apostle Paul explained in sim-

ple, basic terms the change from the
Old Testament law to what Christ
brought in the New Testament.

When Paul stood up in the midst of
Mars Hill and addressed the men of
Athens, he explained what was the
purpose of the era before the birth of
Christ as a human being to bring sal-
vation for mankind.

Acts 17:22-23 speaks of the time
of ignorance, before God’s Spirit was
given and God’s plan of salvation was
revealed:

“Then Paul stood in the midst of
the Areopagus and said, ‘Men of
Athens, I perceive that in all things
you are very religious; for as I was
passing through and considering the
objects of your worship, I even found

an altar with this inscription: TO THE
UNKNOWN GOD.

“Therefore, the One whom you
worship without knowing, Him I pro-
claim to you.”

God winked
Verse 24: “God, who made the world

and everything in it, since He is Lord
of heaven and earth does not dwell in
temples made with hands.”

And verse 30: “Truly, these times
of ignorance God overlooked [‘winked
at’ in the KJV], but now commands
all men everywhere to repent.”

The letter of the law lacked
In other words, people back then

couldn’t comprehend anything but
the letter of the law. Now we can
understand, with God’s Spirit to live

in us and help us overcome sin, the
spirit of the law.

Mr. Hendrix asked what consti-
tutes perverse sexual behavior. I
would say those three verses in the
New Testament clarified what Paul
talked about on Mars Hill.

God no longer winks. He no longer
ignores sin. Sin is a serious thing, as
Paul emphasizes here.

1 Corinthians 6:9: “Do you not

know that the unrighteous [lawbreak-
ers] will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived. Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulter-
ers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites,
nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunk-
ards, nor revilers, nor extortioners
will inherit the kingdom of God.”

1 Timothy 1:9-10: “. . . The law is
not made for a righteous person, but

for the lawless and insubordinate, for
the ungodly and for sinners, for the un-
holy and profane, for murderers of
fathers and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers, for fornicators, for sodom-
ites, for kidnappers, for liars, for per-
jurers, and if there is any other thing
that is contrary to sound doctrine.”

God’s law condemns
Romans 1:26-27: “. . . God gave

them up to vile passions. For even
their women exchanged the natural
use for what is against nature. Like-
wise also the men, leaving the natural
use of the woman, burned in their lust
for one another, men with men com-
mitting what is shameful, and receiv-
ing in themselves the penalty of their
error which was due.”

These three scriptures make obvious
points because, as Paul said on Mars
Hill, God overlooked our previous times
of ignorance. But, for those to whom
God has called and given His Spirit,
understanding and help, we must come
out of ignorance and repent.

What should we repent of? Break-
ing God’s law, which condemns the
practice of homosexuality.

Acts 17:22-23 speaks of the era of ignorance, before God’s
Spirit was given and God’s plan of salvation was revealed.

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 1
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“faith once delivered,” held the most
interest for my readers.

Points of doctrine and view
Also holding their interest was the

main theme of the book: the identifi-
cation with an eternal Sign that binds
us to God in a way that is utterly
unique.

It is this belief taken to an extreme
that causes us to draw pharisaic circles
around points of doctrine and points of
view, granting them the same weight
as the law of God itself.

We see numerous splinters within
the COG movement, all of which hold
to the Sabbath and holy days, desper-
ately trying to lay claim to some addi-
tional aspect of the Sign.

They use their increasingly mean-
ingless distinctions to subtly or not so
subtly lay claim to being the one and
only true church.

A man after God’s own heart?
I first met Mr. Hulme in 1982. My

close friend Jay Brothers and I were
Ambassador College students and
roommates when Jay shared that he
had met with David, who had just
been promoted to evangelist and head
of communications and public affairs.

Jay had, following HWA’s example
from his autobiography, wanted to
“sell [himself] a job.” Jay thought
David would appreciate his spunk, so
he laid out his qualifications to assist
David in his role.

David lectures on humility
David’s reaction was to give Jay a

lecture on humility and then, within
weeks, to announce he would inter-
view young men at AC for the role of
administrative assistant.

I applied, based largely on my lan-
guage skills, international experience
and passion for the work of God.
Against all odds I was hired, and David
and I developed the beginnings of what

I would like to call a friendship.
The first phase of my relationship

with David is recounted in The People
of the Sign, so I’d like to fast-forward
to the period just after that book.

The book concludes with my deci-
sion to separate my paycheck from my
faith by resigning from the WCG and
the full-time ministry.

The sequel, The Hardness of the
Heart, opens with me reluctantly join-
ing the United Church of God while
launching a career outside the ministry.

Commission vs. sheep
Right away we end up in the middle

of another divisive conflict, in which
David Hulme’s focus on the Great
Commission stands at odds with the

majority of the UCG council of elders,
which wants to focus on “Feed my
sheep.”

The tug-of-war is eventually won
by the majority. The majority ousted
David from his role as president.
Shortly thereafter, further disagree-
ment results in the seemingly in-
evitable split.

Desire to serve
I can’t remotely do justice to the

story, much less the issues, in this brief
article. If you’ve read this far I en-
courage you to pick up The Hardness
of the Heart.

At risk of creating a caricature of
the objective reality, let’s say that I
chose to join David’s group because
of his professed desire to humbly
“serve those who look to me for lead-
ership,” even if it meant doing so

without any monetary income.
It was that and a focus on “doing

the work” that I was interested in at
the time.

Within a few short years, however,
David had established a loyal paid
ministry and begun the drumbeat of
the necessity to obey authority.

In private conversations with him
and those around him, and increasing-
ly in the sermons that rose to the high-
est visibility within the group, it
became clear David was presenting
himself as a true—truer than others—
successor to HWA.

Who’s your daddy?
Around 2004 David gave a sermon

titled “Government, Gospel and God-

liness” in which it was evident that his
Church of God an International Com-
munity (CGIC) supported the old
WCG government-of-God-from-the-
top-down doctrine.

And he was clearly at the top.
Yes, it appears to be the same ser-

mon that recently inspired Steve An-
drews to challenge David’s approach,
and apparently led to Steve’s disfel-
lowshipping.

(See two related articles including
“David Hulme Disfellowships S.
Andrews; P. Nathan Quits” in issue
No. 157 of THE JOURNAL, dated Dec.
31, 2013.)

The drop of a pin
Others have followed. Some were

cast out. Still others resigned in protest.
In 2004, however, I was pretty much
the only minister who complained.

I responded with a sermon, “Change,
the Church, and the Comforter,” in
which I read scriptures not covered in
David’s sermon.

The ones I chose emphasized the
dramatic transformation of the New
Testament church as Paul focused it
outwardly.

He prepared the church for the
coming destruction of the temple by
highlighting the Holy Spirit as the
teacher, with decisions made by peo-
ple who, under its influence, come to-
gether and agree.

Naturally I was not invited to speak
again for some time, and, when I was,
I chose to speak about the arrogance
of claiming one’s own organization to
be the work of God.

You could have heard a pin drop in
that headquarters congregation, and it
was the last time I delivered a public
message within David’s CGIC.

Do this, don’t do that, can’t
you read the sign?

To give credit where it’s due, David
was a kinder, gentler autocratic leader.
He was reasonable. We chatted about
our differences, and I understood his
need to manage his group the way he
felt best.

So I sought other outlets to pursue
the urgings of the Spirit; namely, by
collaborating with Leon Sexton and
his Thailand-based Legacy Institute.

This led to a series of amazing ex-
periences in India culminating in 19
baptisms across three fascinating
groups in nearly unbelievable circum-
stances.

In the wake of those baptisms Da-
vid revoked my ministerial creden-
tials. He couldn’t have a loose cannon
baptizing people outside the umbrella
of his approval.

My response was, again, to under-
stand his position while pointing out
that he had not ordained me and thus
his revocation had no bearing on
whether I was a minister of God or not.

Surprisingly, David agreed. He
would take no additional action pro-
vided I was not causing division.

That is the David Hulme I know
and respect.

The no-paycheck advantage
Sadly, because I also suffer from

the conviction that what I believe is
right, that arrangement was not des-
tined to last.

Soon others in his group discovered
they felt uncomfortable because of
conversations we were having, and I
knew the writing was on the wall. I
chose to quietly stop attending David’s
group rather than force a showdown.

This was easy for me since my pay-
check wasn’t at stake.

But that’s not the case with some of
the men who even now are taking um-
brage at what David has always be-
lieved and taught: that he has a special
calling from God and is in tune with
the Sign.

They, of course, believe the same
thing about themselves.

Ante upped
Who is right? It is my opinion that

the Sign of Christ’s followers can be
found in John 13:35. The love we
have for one another is to be visible
to all.

In other words, our beliefs do not
comprise the Sign. Christ upped the
ante considerably when He shifted the
focus away from what we believe to-
ward what others believe about us.

It’s a high bar, one the COG move-
ment doesn’t seem to be clearing.

‘Sign’ taken to extreme inspires us to draw pharisaic circles

To give credit where it’s due, David was a kinder,
gentler autocratic leader. I understood his need

to manage his group the way he felt best.

But it’s been his experience, he
said, that a significant number of
women who have abortions end up
wishing they had not had them.

“Any lady who’s had an abortion
and is dealing with the emotional
aftereffects, I would advise you to
accept God’s grace and use your expe-
rience to help others,” he said.

He read Paul’s words from 2 Corin-
thians 1:3-4, noting that “God com-
forts us that we might learn to comfort
others.”

Two ways of working with people
When Mr. Havir addressed his sec-

ond target group—family members
of women who are considering abort-
ing—he noted that God uses different
approaches on different pages of the
Bible.

With that in mind, Mr. Havir direct-
ed some of his advice toward religious
families.

“Please recognize the difference be-
tween contrasting actions from God,”
he said. “He is a God who made many
powerful proclamations against sin.
And yet [He] regularly reaches out
mercifully to individuals who fall
short of the glory of God.”

Mr. Havir revealed his view of
what he sees as an important distinc-
tion between certain of God’s state-
ments as reported in the Bible.

In Scripture, he noted, God makes
many “strong proclamations against
sin.” When doing so, God is usually
speaking “nationally. He’s talking to
nations.”

An example, he said, is the bless-
ings-and-cursings chapters of Leviti-
cus 26 and Deuteronomy 28.

“If you look at the context, those
[blessings and cursings] are directed
to a nation.”

In the Bible, he said, God often deals
with large groups differently from the
way He works with individuals.

“The Bible quotes God as being
very, very strong to a group of peo-
ple,” he said, “and I think it’s a mis-
take for individuals to take those
strong statements and capriciously ap-
ply them to individuals.”

God often speaks softly and kindly
when communicating one on one,
through the pages of Scripture or in
other ways. This is true even though
He can be depicted in Scripture as
stern and vindictive in His dealings
with nations and tribes.

Good Samaritan
Mr. Havir did say he thinks there

are times for a family member to dis-

cuss accountability and “natural con-
sequences.”

But he recommended such discus-
sions work best as preventive meas-
ures.

“I think the Bible shows that certain
sexual sins are wrong,” Mr. Havir
said, “and God speaks strongly about
them and against them.

“But what if you’re dealing with
somebody who’s in that sexual sin? Is it
the time to teach strongly to them, espe-
cially if they are reaching out for help?”

When someone is thinking about
committing what Mr. Havir considers
to be the sin of abortion, that is the
time to show the person compassion
and understanding, he said.

“I have to say that, in the main,
abortion is sin, but I believe the merci-
ful God wants to reach out to people in
those situations.”

Mr. Havir quoted Psalm 119:105:
God’s instructions are a “lamp unto
our feet and a light unto our paths.”

He cited the story of the Good Sa-
maritan (Luke 10:30-37) and mentioned
that the person who lay wounded along
the side of the road did not need lec-
tures. Rather, the wounded man needed
someone to bind his wounds and give
him lodging for the night.

Likewise, a family member who
helps someone who is considering
abortion might be more successful by
showing compassion.

A gentle approach, he believes, is
more effective in helping someone

make a prolife rather than a proabor-
tion decision.

Jesus wept over Jerusalem
When Mr. Havir addressed his third

target audience—any woman who is
considering an abortion—he spoke of
Jesus’ love for Jerusalem and its resi-
dents (Luke 19:41-42).

“My message is not about shape up
or ship out or do this or else,” he said.
“My message today is, if you’re con-
sidering it, please consider what’s best
for both you and the baby. We have a
God who loves you.”

Reading Luke 19:41-42, he stated
that Jesus loved the people of Jeru-
salem and felt sorry for their pain.

He likened Jesus’ concern for peo-
ple in difficult circumstances in gen-
eral to those facing an abortion.

“Jesus is not saying how bad you
are,” Mr. Havir said. “God doesn’t
want you to suffer emotional reac-
tions because of a choice you are
considering.”

He continued: “I do want to men-
tion that God [also] loves the baby
that’s growing inside you.”

Emotional video
Mr. Havir concluded his sermon

with a video with images of young
children with the song “You Named
Me No One” by Sarah Jane Roberts
playing in the background.

Before he showed the video, he
warned girls and women who might

be considering an abortion.
“I do not want to play on your

emotions,” he said. “If you are not
ready to look at the video today, you
can always come back to this sermon
later.”

The video was a production that
would naturally play on anybody’s
emotions. It included pictures of
babies playing, sleeping, smiling and
just generally being cute.

Following up
A few days later THE JOURNAL

asked Mr. Havir a few questions in-
spired by the sermon.

Why is he so concerned about abor-
tion?

“On a macro level,” he said, “I
think it’s tragic that over 50 million
babies have been killed in the U.S.
since 1973 [when the U.S. Supreme
Court made its Roe-vs.-Wade deci-
sion]. On a micro level, I run across
people who suffer emotional after-
effects from their decision.”

How would he go about trying to
convince an unbeliever—someone
who’s not a Christian—to consider not
artificially ending her pregnancy?

“I am assuming by your question
that you’re talking about a person who
approached me, since I don’t go out of
my way to convince anyone. If a per-
son does not have a religious back-
ground, then I would try to politely
discuss when life begins.”

Does he advise people whose lean-
ings are prolife to get politically
involved in efforts to outlaw abortion?

“No, I wouldn’t advise people one
way or the other because I wouldn’t
want to advise them to do something
that I am not doing.

“I certainly support people having
freedom to get involved in the worth-
while causes of their choice. But my
political involvement is limited to dis-
covering the voting record of candi-
dates before I vote.”

What does Mr. Havir say to some-
one who says she doesn’t want to
bring somebody into existence who
isn’t wanted?

“From my perspective,” he con-
cluded, “those are difficult discussions
to have because they are not consider-
ing the abortion as murder. I suppose
that I would try to influence them to
consider allowing the child to live and
to be adopted.”

Visit the Church of God Big Sandy
on the Web at churchofgodbigsandy.
com. Or write the CGBS at P.O. Box
690, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.

The man the Good Samaritan helped did not need lectures
Continued from page 1

Does Mr. Havir advise people whose leanings
are prolife to get politically involved in

efforts to outlaw abortion?

Continued from page 1
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Jacob and Esau

Birthright
Bitter

Blessing
Bow
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Esau

Firstborn
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Hairy
Isaac
Jacob
Kids

Meat
Quiver

Rebekah
Skins

Supplanted
Venison

Wine
Yoke

Widow, nurse, semiretired, baptized into
COG 1969, looking for phone friends and
friendships in Texas. Write maej357@gmail.
com or call (903) 561-5075.

Resources
Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002,
South Pasadena, CA 91030.

ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.

Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.
com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley
Springs, CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org,
(209) 772-0737 or (209) 772-2993.

From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, www.
ozwitness.net/.

“Worldwide People of God” presents a place
everyone can call their own! Google “wwpog
blog” and help connect the people of God.

Obituaries
Darrell K. Meeker, 62, St. Joseph, Mo., died
January 8, 2014, at Heartland Regional
Medical Center. § He was
born May 24, 1951, to
Jack and Phyllis (Landes)
Meeker in Kansas City,
Mo. He married Kathy C.
Adams on Sept. 24, 1978.
She survives of the home.
§ Darrell worked at the
University of Missouri as a
business-and-industry

specialist. § He loved God and family, giving
his children eye-opening experiences in-
cluding joining the Boy Scouts, singing in a
choir and reading. § Additional survivors:
children, Erika Berlin (Adam), New York
City, Daniel Meeker, Kansas City, and David
Meeker, Nevada, Mo.; sisters, Donna
Adamowicz (Kevin) and Julie Orahoske; a
brother, Tim Kistner (Angela); and his moth-
er. He was preceded in death by his father.
§ A memorial service was at St. Paul
Lutheran Church. See the online guest book
and obituary at meierhoffer.com.

Graveside services for Lester Leroy Neff,
90, of Big Sandy, Texas, were Feb. 3, 2014,
at Gladewater Memorial Park, near Glade-
water, Texas. Mr. Neff was born Nov. 20,
1923, in Medford, Ore.,
and died Jan. 28, 2014.
He was a veteran of the
U.S. Army Air Corps. §
Mr. Neff is survived by
two sons and daughters-
in-law, Larry and Linda
Neff of Denver, Colo.,
and Donald and Josie
Neff of San Jose, Calif.; a
daughter and son-in-law,
Carol and Gary Hegar of Big Sandy; seven
grandchildren, Larry Neff, Debbie Neff
Magruder, Melissa Neff Lovell, Michael
Kusheba, Jeffrey Kusheba, Stephanie He-
gar and Justin Neff; and eight great-grand-
children. § Online condolences may be left
at croleyfh.net.

Lola Woodbury (née Lading), first married
to James Eugene “Gene” Crain, died on
Aug. 10, 2013, at age 81 at home in Fruita,
Colo., with her husband, daughter, and sis-
ter present. § Lola was predeceased by her
parents, Charley and Verna Lading, her first
husband, Gene Crain, and son Jim Crain.
She is survived by her husband of 32 years,
Ledru Woodbury. She is also survived by
her daughter and grandson, Judy and
David Love, three brothers and one sister. §
Lola had problems with her esophagus for
many years and had begun limiting her food
intake about five years ago. She was on
mostly just liquids the last year of her life. §
She died peacefully at home, which is what
she wanted. She loved living in Colorado
and requested no services. She was cre-
mated, and her ashes were scattered in
the Colorado National Monument as she
requested. § Cards may be sent to Mr.
Woodbury at 1181 Mari-
gold Ave., Fruita, Colo.
81521, U.S.A.

Greg Reagan, a longtime
Church of God member
formerly of Houston, Tex-
as, and recently of Austin,
Texas, died Dec. 23,
2013. A memorial service
was held in Houston on
Jan. 3, 2014. (See also a
letter to the editor from Rich Griffiths on
page 2 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.)
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Connections runs classifieds

CONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obit-
uaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth An-
nouncements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

Personals

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
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Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
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subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
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observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)
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P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

with time between flight connections.
He visited the Museum of Art and saw
there a startlingly pessimistic version
of the Prodigal Son by the painter
Thomas Hart Benton.

It looked like a coming-home scene
from John Steinbeck’s Grapes of
Wrath, a frightening contrast to the
happy scene that emerges from the
hopeful parable Jesus spoke.

Something dawned
Mr. Hitchens describes this paint-

ing, which for him seemed a dire, per-
sonal warning:

“He has come home too late. No-
body has seen him from afar off and
run joyfully to meet him. There will be
no forgiveness, no best robe, no ring,
no ‘music and dancing.’

“He stands in his shabby clothes
with his poor, roped suitcase. A beat-
en-up car—the last trace of his squan-
dered wealth—is parked in the back-
ground. He is gaping, with his hand to
his mouth, at the ruin of the family
homestead, ruin caused by his own
greed and wastefulness.

“He looks as if it is just dawning on
him that he is stupid and cruel and
without hope. The light is failing in a
chilly sky beneath wind-ripped, twisted
clouds. Instead of a fatted calf, there is
a stark, white animal skeleton, the skull
horned, lying in the untended grass.

“We can guess at the grief, resigna-

tion, and failure that have overtaken
the family and its home during his
heedless absence. Who can he blame
for it but himself? The desolation is
infinite.”

A theory from hell
Reading Peter Hitchens’ descrip-

tion of the fool’s empty life and the
grief he caused made me think of the
damage wrought by godless evolu-
tion. It is a theory straight from the pit
of hell. The damage it has caused is
beyond calculation.

We sinners can cling to the hope
Jesus’parable offers, but the road from
unbelief to belief is a road less traveled
these days.

One day there will be an epiphany
and men will no longer be looking for
God and His Kingdom in all the wrong
places, for it will fill the earth.

Secrets that mystify
At that time Yahweh will let His

servants (and scientists) in on the se-
crets that mystify.

“This is what the YAHWEH says, he
who made the earth, YAHWEH who
formed it and established it—YAHWEH
is his name: Call to me and I will an-
swer you and tell you great and un-
searchable things you do not know”
(Jeremiah 33:2-3).

Robert Jastrow, founder of NASA’s
Goddard Institute for Space Studies, is
a world-famous astronomer and pro-
fessor at Dartmouth and Columbia

universities. His oft-quoted statement
in God and the Astronomers contains
concepts our Mars explorers should
keep in mind:

“A sound explanation may exist for
the explosive birth of our Universe;
but if it does, science cannot find out
what the explanation is. The scientist’s
pursuit of the past ends in the moment
of creation.

“This is an exceedingly strange de-
velopment, unexpected by all but the
theologians. They have always accept-
ed the word of the Bible: in the begin-
ning God created heaven and earth . . .
At this moment it seems as though sci-
ence will never be able to raise the cur-
tain on the mystery of creation.

“For the scientist who has lived
by his faith in the power of reason,
the story ends like a bad dream. He
has scaled the mountains of igno-
rance; he is about to conquer the
highest peak; as he pulls himself over
the final rock, he is greeted by a band
of theologians who have been sitting
there for centuries.” 

No little green men
There will be no little green martian

men curiously looking over a high
rock at Curiosity, but back on earth
evolutionists are still putting their faith
in a bad dream.

“ ‘You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart.
I will be found by you,’ declares YAH-
WEH” (Jeremiah 28:13-14).

Yahweh will let us in on the mystifying
Continued from page 4

Darrell Meeker

Leroy Neff

Greg Reagan



8 ★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★ Issue No. 158 (Jan. 31, 2014)

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

Does Romans 7 Show
Paul a Slave of Sin?
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“F or we know that the law is spir-
itual, but I am carnal, sold under
sin. For what I am doing, I do

not understand. For what I will to do, that
I do not practice; but what I hate, that I do”
(Rom 7:14-15).

“I find then a law, that evil is present
with me, the one who wills to do good” (Vs.
21). “But I see another law in my members,
warring against the law of my mind, and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin
which is in my members” (Vs. 23).

Does this sound familiar? Do you
take consolation from this, that Paul
felt the same weakness that you feel?
We want to be right, but don’t always
do right, because there is this higher
power that convinces us it’s OK just
this once, or no one will know, or it’s
really no big deal.

However, Paul is telling his story for
a greater purpose. He wants to explain
how to get out of this situation. Is that
possible?

“O wretched man that I am! Who will
deliver me from this body of death? I thank

God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
(Rom 7:24-25a).

In fact, Paul tells us there is One
who can deliver us from our condition,
Jesus Christ. “For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has made me free from
the law of sin and death” (Rom 8:2). This
Law of Sin is the same one described in
7:23 five verses before. Death in 8:2 is
included in parallel. The Law of Sin is
death working in us.

Christ made Paul free from that law
or power that kept him from doing
what he knew he should do and he
really wanted to do. What did he do as
a result? “That the righteous requirement
of the law might be fulfilled in us who do
not walk according to the flesh but accord-
ing to the Spirit” (Rom 8:4).

Paul was able to perform the good
conduct required by the law. He was
able to walk according to the spirit, ful-
filling the spiritual law (Vs. 7:14). He no
longer walked in carnality according to
the flesh. He was no longer held cap-
tive to the power that made him sin.

No wonder he could say, “And those who
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its
passions and desires” (Gal 5:24). “Jesus
answered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you,
whoever commits sin is a slave of sin’ ”
(John 8:34). “Knowing this, that our old
man was crucified with Him, that the body
of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves of sin” (Rom 6:6).

Paul’s confusion, frustration and angst
in Romans 7 was from a time before he
came to appreciate the sacrifice of Jesus
Christ. Once he understood and accept-
ed that sacrifice, he was able to set his
own priorities (his flesh) aside to fulfill
his duty to his Master and Lord. Jesus’
life and death teach the fundamental
spirit and principle behind the law.

“But their minds were blinded. For until
this day the same veil remains unlifted in the
reading of the Old Testament [Old
covenant], because the veil is taken away in
Christ . . . Nevertheless when one turns to the
Lord, the veil is taken away” (2Cor 3:14, 16).

The focus of the Jews education was
on the law. They knew it inside and

out, yet they didn’t fully understand
faith or how faithful their Creator was.

On the other hand, the churches of
God hear regularly of the need for
faith and trust, yet they are compara-
tively unschooled in the law. Most
groups pick and choose what they
think applies, because they don’t dis-
tinguish between the eternal Law of
God and the added Law of Moses.

They allow themselves sin, citing
Paul’s example from before his conver-
sion, from before he was released from
the law of sin that brought death. They
think that the spirit of God easily
coexists in one who sins, in spite of:
“For what fellowship has righteousness
with lawlessness? And what communion
has light with darkness?” (2Cor 6:14b).

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Under-
stand His way, which is His covenant.
A surface reading is insufficient. One
won’t have the veil of misunder-
standing lifted if they’ve not really
carefully studied His law.
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O ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
churches of God is to

get the church off track, and
heading in the wrong direction.
In the earliest days of the New
Testament Church, as reported
in the pages of your Bible, we
see that there were some with-
in the Church of God who
attempted to force the Gentiles
to go through Judaism in order
to be a good Christian (Gal
2:11-14).

Satan’s methods and goals
seldom change: Get the church
off track and headed in the
wrong direction.

Since the mid-1990s the
Church of God has been misdi-
rected into a continued discus-
sion about the calendar issue.
As Christians who are con-
cerned about the proper keep-
ing of God’s annual Feasts, the
subject has drawn widespread
attention.

One Church of God teacher
informed me that he had writ-
ten over 1,000 pages on the
subject of the calendar. One
could say that that may be a
bit of overkill. There are, how-
ever, a few key points that we
must understand before we are
able to have a discussion of
any substance.

Are you aware that:
God never gave Israel a

calendar?
He gave them Feast days?
The word calendar never

appears in Scripture?
Calendar is never

mentioned in the seven
major English translations of
the Bible?

Furthermore, although most
of the mainline churches of
God claim to follow the
Hebrew calendar, there is never
a mention of the Hebrew calen-
dar anywhere in the Scriptures.
How in the world can they
claim to follow something does
not scripturally exist? If they
were honest about what they
are doing, they would admit
that they are simply following a
Jewish tradition without scrip-
tural backing of any kind.

Please don’t take any of this
as a condemnation of the
Elders of God’s church. They are
merely following a tradition
that was placed into the

church by HWA and Dr. Hoeh.
Both of these gentlemen were
men of good spirit and well
intentioned.

This reminds me of Mark
7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of
men. For laying aside the com-
mandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men . . . Full well
ye reject the commandment of
God, that ye may keep your
own tradition.”

Question? If we can become
sloppy with the keeping of the
Feasts, what’s next?

The Sabbath? Tithing? Clean
and unclean? Look what hap-
pened when the church of God at
Rome decided to move the “keep-
ing of the Paschal celebration”
from the 14th of the 1st month to
the Sunday after the full moon
(Cat. Ency. article “Easter”).

It took less than 100 years to
turn the truth of God into a lie.

Instead of wasting our time
quibbling over “calendar
issues,” shouldn’t we be having
an honest discussion about the
proper timing of God’s annual
Feast Days? A question for
those who quibble over the
keeping of the New Testament
Passover: Should it be on the
evening of the 14th or the
evening of the 15th but some-
times keep it on the right day
of the wrong month?

That can and does happen!
It happened in 2013. This
was one of the frequent years
when the Jews claim the
beginning the new year came
before the end of the old year.
This is easily provable

You need to know how the
Jews calculate the first month
of the year. You will no doubt
be surprised!

First of all, let us recognize
that there is no Hebrew word
for month. In the first five
books of the Scriptures, the
English word month has been
inserted 78 times in an honest
error. The Hebrew word which
is translated month is the word

chodesh. The translation of that
Hebrew word is “New Moon.”

In 1611 A.D., when the
King James scholars translated
the Scriptures into English, it
was natural for them to use
the word month, because by
1611 they were not recog-
nizing the new moon. If every
time you read the word month
in scripture you said the words
“new moon,” you would even-
tually realize the significance
of what the translators did in
honest error.

When we realize that every
Feast of God is directly con-
nected to a new moon, we will
see more clearly the evidence
of the simplicity with which
God created His Feasts.

When the nation of Judah
was in captivity, the Word of
God inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel to condemn the spiritu-

al leadership of God’s people.
Ezekiel was not a historian;

he was a prophet. Prophets
write about things that are
going to come to pass. It is
important that we recognize
that fact when we read
Ezekiel 22:23-30.

He was inspired to write
about a conspiracy by the
preachers in the midst thereof
(verse 25). In verse 26 he talks
about Judah’s Priests who have
violated his law and profaned
his holy things and put no dif-
ference between the holy and
profane. He goes on in the
prophecy that they “hid their
eyes from my Sabbaths, and I

am profaned among them.”
In verse 30 he said he looks

for a man to make a hedge and
stand in the gap before him,
and he found none. How sad
it would be if that Scripture
came to pass.

The question we might want
to address is this: How difficult
is it to calculate the annual
Feast days, as God gave them
to Israel?

If you have a fifth-grader
in your group or in your family
circle, put a calendar in front
of them and asked them
to count from day 1 to day
15. Then ask them to count
7 more. Congratulations!
They just accurately enumerat-
ed the seven days of Unleav-
ened Bread.

Now, from the weekly
Sabbath within the Days of
Unleavened Bread, ask them to

count seven more Sabbaths.
Congratulations! The next day
is the Day of Pentecost.

We are halfway through the
year and we didn’t need a
Levitical priest or a member of
the Sanhedrin to get us there.
All we really need is for a con-
verted, understanding human
being to tell us when day 1 is.

The fall festivals are just as
difficult to accurately locate. All
we need to know is when is
day 1 of the seventh month.
Once we know that, our fifth-
grader can tell us when the
10th, 15th and 22nd of the sev-
enth month occur.

Again, all we need is a

competent, understanding,
converted human being to tell
us when the first day of the
seventh month occurs.

The Jewish leaders can give
us numerous reasons why they
choose to make the calcula-
tions so difficult and so convo-
luted. These numerical gymnas-
tics were never a part of God’s
will or His Word.

Brethren, God did not give a
group of Ph.D.s the under-
standing of his annual Feasts?
He gave them to a group of
wandering Hebrews living in
the desert with no scientific
instruments of any kind.

Why is the church leadership
unable to get together and tell
us when and how to do it
properly? Most of the church
leaders that I know personally
are converted, honorable,
educated, dedicated men of
God. I don’t think it would be
disrespectful to ask them the
question: Why do you refuse
to get this issue out in the
open instead of hiding behind
one obscure text about “the
oracles of God”?

In my opinion, God’s people
are not going to sit idly by
while some of the major ques-
tions about God’s Feast days
go unanswered.

The Church of God in my
opinion needs to be reconciled
not only with God but with one
another. Instead of reconcilia-
tion, we see split after split with
no end in sight. Is there anyone
who earnestly believes that God
is pleased with the splits that
have occurred and continue to
occur within His body?

Please visit our website, rec-
onciliationgroup.org, for what I
hope will be a refreshing and
educational visit. Please read
our article “A House Divided.”

Forget the Calendar...
Let’s Talk About God’s Feasts

Please visit our website at ReconciliationGroup.org

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
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In Osiris mythology he was killed the 3rd
month and 17th day. The Masonic-created

holiday St. Patrick’s Day on 3/17 began in the
US when George Washington allegedly re-
warded Irish soldiers in the Continental Army,
though even in Ireland it was a minor holiday.

From the Internet: “The day has become
America’s de facto Bacchanal which takes us
back to Osiris: Osiris was the source of barley
used for brewing beer in Egypt. The color green
is worn and used profusely on the day, and Osiris
was known as the Green Man (and pictured
throughout America). The root word of Patrick is
pater, Latin word for father. Osiris is the father in
Egyptian Trinity. All of our modern holidays in
America are simply covert repackaging of
ancient pagan festivals, and the increasingly
popular St. Patrick’s Day is no different.”

Yes, Satan for modern holidays just made
slight changes to old feasts to gods. And Osiris
is Nimrod. Kept alive in such Green Man prac-
tices as coloring sources of water green that
day. And as the jolly Green Giant saying Ho,
Ho, Ho, like jolly Santa Claus.

The pyramid on top of the giant Washington
Monument obelisk represents Nimrod rising, like
dead presidents lying in state in the Rotunda.
They lie beneath Washington’s Apotheosis—
ascended among pagan gods. The risen Nimrod,
or Antichrist, mimics Jesus Christ risen from the
dead. Washington was a Mason, and tried to es-
tablish a national Thanksgiving Day. Being a Ma-
son steeped in mystery religions, how could he
come up with a good holiday? Could he, called a
Worshipful Master (Mat 23:10), really lead
Americans to honor the true God? No way! At
best he was Episcopalian, daughter of Catholics.

Babylon the Great has become the home of
demons. We are warned to come out of her, to
not take part in her sins and receive her plagues
(Rev 18:2-4). How do we come out of her since
she pervades the whole earth? She was begun
by Nimrod with his wife Semiramis and her
son. Their idolatrous ways continued to control
the earth, the main way Satan deceives most all
the earth (Rev 12:9). They were worshiped as
gods with various names, so all the different
gods can be reduced to 3, or even just Nimrod,
standing for Satan.

Similarly, Jesus wants us not in this world
(John 15:19). Not that we would be taken out of
the world presently, but kept from evil (17:15-
16), and keep ourselves from doing evil. Paul
likewise told us to flee idolatry (1 Cor 10:14).
But he said idols are really nothing (8:4). They
have no power over us, unless we let them have
that power and let those false gods and ideas
reign in our lives.

The most devious part of Mystery Babylon
has a Christian façade veiling pagan gods and
idols. Supposed saints were substituted for
these gods, churches for temples of gods, and
‘saint’ holy days for pagan god holidays.

We should not have worship services in Ma-
son lodges or church buildings of Protestants or
Catholics. We would not think of using a
Buddhist temple, but these other buildings are
somehow not so bad? Since they use Christ’s
name? But that is to deceive (Mark 13:6). They
are all for fake worship of God, really worship
of Satan. Fake religions as mainstream Chris-
tianity may not have temples now, but church
buildings, their equivalent. Continued worship
of Nimrod in crosses or church steeples
(obelisks represent Nimrod as sun god). Like
Masonry, they may have an appearance of true
Christianity but not the substance. Masons may
use a Bible, but any claimed holy book is all
right with them.

While some Masons may publicly say they
are not a religious group, some do admit their
practices derive from old mystery religions. And
ancient gods are stated in oaths as the Mason
goes higher in rank, even worship of Lucifer
directly. Their lodges they consider temples (of
gods, like George Washington’s Masonic tem-
ple in DC like Egyptian ones). Or Solomon’s
Temple, but when he embraced foreign gods.
Some Masons do like to claim their practices
are more than religious, they are religion—since
Mystery Babylon (Judaism of Pharisees) is the
source of all wrong religions now.

Masons keep the solstice holidays for two St.
John’s Days, winter and summer. They became
Christmas and Independence Day. Though
Masons may also celebrate the former St. John
Days, not originally for saints but renamed to
hide the true meaning and appear Christian.
Actually from worship of Nimrod, as the Yule

log represents him and the Christmas tree him
incarnated in ‘his’ son Tammuz (Eze 8:14).

Modern Israelite nations act like ancient
Israelites who constantly rebelled against God
in their history, and He finally had to exile
them. Becoming like Gentiles with their false
gods and idols (Hab 2:18-19). Do superstitious
behavior as knocking on wood, crossing fingers
or breaking a wishbone for luck (as on
Thanksgiving Day). Though modern Israelites
may claim to be Christian, most all are doing so
in vain, actually keeping Nimrod practices as
Easter and Christmas.

People use the supposed heart-shaped symbol
to signify love or romance as for Valentines Day.
Writing terms of endearment as be my valentine
though this practice comes from adoring Nimrod
and the ‘heart’ shape actually refers to him (or
Tammuz ‘his’ son). Similarly, the cross shape
standing for savior refers to him, the false savior
of false religions, worn by many. It follows peo-
ple to the grave, often used on gravestones so
they are marked with his image, as a type of
Mark of the Beast. Or obelisk for gravestone,
like Nimrod’s supreme Mark of the Beast of the
Washington Monument, biggest in world, show-
ing Satan’s claim on his superpower nation.
Nebuchanezzar’s image to worship was likely
an obelisk by its dimensions (Dan 3:1).

While perhaps having a veneer of Chris-
tianity, modern Israelite nations keep the key
day of Nimrod’s birthday Dec. 25 and visit
from him as Santa-Satan Claus. Besides this
winter solstice, they keep the summer solstice
on the exact day (June 24) as Britain with bon-
fires and leaping over fires. Or close to the day
with fireworks or works of fire for the fire god
or sun god, Nimrod in full strength (Canada
July 3, USA July 4). Many nations celebrate the
day with fireworks within 2 weeks of it, but
may extend that period longer as Japan.

A nation may want to appear it celebrates its
own holidays by changing the day of celebra-
tion most nations keep it, as US Labor Day
moved from May Day. But it keeps the military
aspect in May.

Holidays are Nimrod days
Halloween is the most obvious holiday of

Satan, though it is part of the claimed (the eve
of) All Saints Day. Nothing says Satan more
than people dressing up like him, or what they
think he looks like. Britain cloned it making
Guy Fawkes Day, 4 days later when kids go
door-to-door in costumes begging A Penny for
the Guy to burn a villain in effigy, or else a prank
ensues. USA practiced this when kids dressed as
ragamuffins and begged door-to-door, but did so
3 weeks later on the eve of Thanksgiving Day.
If the home did not comply, a prank ensued as
Halloween. Though some in both Britain and
USA also keep the parent Halloween, too.

Most COGs know such holidays as New
Year’s and Valentines Days, Easter, Halloween
and Christmas are of Mystery Babylon, so
avoid them. But why stop there? If a nation
keeps many Nimrod holidays, aren’t all its hol-
idays likely to be corrupt? Can a nation as the
US, in which most of its people keep Nimrod
holidays, actually keep some good holidays?
When the White House observes Christmas tree
lightings and Easter egg hunts on its lawn, even
a Halloween haunted house? Despite the touted
separation of church and state, the state reeks
of idolatry with images of gods most every-
where, at DC, state capitals or like goddess
Themis in front of court houses.

Because of the evidence of some obvious false
holidays of Mystery Babylon, we should assume
these other holidays are guilty until proven inno-
cent. The primary reason holidays are bad is
because they are based on pope Gregory’s calen-
dar—that of Mystery Babylon. A slight variation
of the Beast’s or Roman Empire’s calendar. Both
with many false ideas as to when days, months
and years begin and end. We should not trust in
falsehood (Jer 13:25).

Secondly, holidays should be avoided be-
cause they fall on days named for false gods—
each day of the week. And months—with
names for gods, Roman Emperors or relation to
the calendar of Romulus, founder of Rome.
Every holiday is a false day, distracting from
God’s Sabbath plan. Holidays founded on a
false calendar and false god day should be re-
jected outright. Based on the supreme calendar
of Satan to deceive. We should not be ignorant
of his devices (2 Cor 2:11).

The only holidays that might be good are

those as Purim and Hanukkah based on God’s
calendar and do not fall on a pagan god day. But
Purim continues the same practice as Mardi
Gras, perverse as Halloween, and Hanukkah is
just another version of the Feast of Lights as
Saturnalia, Christmas and Kwanza. Hanukkah
driedels are 4-sided tops with Hebrew letters, as
Romans for Saturnalia used 3-sided tops with
Roman letters. Most Jews sing Hanukkah car-
ols based on Christmas ones with same music;
and lyrics slightly changed as: On the First Day
of Hanukkah, Have Yourself a Happy Little
Hanukkah, I’m Dreaming of a Bright Menorah,
Maccabees Are Coming to Town.

Some people wonder if we are keeping the
right calendar, but it certainly is not Satan’s or the
Gregorian calendar. Some claim we do not need
to keep God’s annual Sabbaths now, but is that
consistent with nations forced to obey them, such
as the Feast of Tabernacles after Christ returns
(Zech 14:16-19)? Of all flesh, not just Israelites
(Isa 66:23)? Jesus said the Sabbath was made for
man (Mark 2:27 not just Israelites). And weekly
Sabbaths will be kept in the Millennium (Ezekiel
chapter 40+ with many references to Sabbath ob-
servance). Though the calendar will be changed
somewhat to coincide with the change in heaven
and earth upon Jesus’ return. The new calendar
will match the sun and moon, while the Gregorian
only matches the yearly sun somewhat.

While we live in this Mystery Babylon
world, we need to know its main false calendar,
but only as a reference now for living in its
world. We should not want to keep any of its
days. Similar to using US currency with Eye of
god Horus, Osiris or Nimrod as part of the US
Great Seal. We are ‘forced’ to use it (on $1
bills), but we should not want to do so. We
should avoid admiring coins or currency as col-
lector’s items. Much of US coins have the name
or image of Liberty, standing for goddess
Libertas, so should be avoided the same way.
We are to come out of such idolatrous practices
at least spiritually, though we must still live in
such a Nimrod world.

Mother’s and Father’s Sundays
That’s what they are in the US, Sundays, on

Satan’s supreme fake Sabbath, so should be
avoided for even that reason alone. A third main
reason is to not to keep any holidays on Satan’s
Sabbath. Look up in most any reference source
how Mother’s Day got started. Sure it seems
nice if you look only back to fairly recent times,
but should we be fooled by that? And forget
how it originally came into being? That it con-
tinues Mother goddess worship? That it later
was adopted by the Catholic church for
Mothering Sunday to honor that church? Later,
its use spread to honoring Catholic mothers,
and later all mothers.

Father’s Day in the US came about when
people thought fathers should get equal honor
when Mother’s Day was set up. It began earlier
from Father god worship, usually celebrated
around the summer solstice when the sun as sun
god reached its fullest apparent strength.
Nimrod is worshiped then, as well at the winter
solstice when he seemed to be born again.
Father’s Day in the US, as most nations that
keep it, is the 3rd Sunday in June, close to the
solstice. False creator gods were worshiped as
Father or Mother.

A practice of ancient Mother’s Day that
tended to be kept was a beauty contest, the win-
ner represented the Queen of Heaven, Nimrod’s
wife. These beauty pageants later morphed into
more secular affairs that Satan used to promote
desire to look good, over being good. So girls
wanted to improve their appearance to look
according to an image Satan had in mind,
instead of striving for inner beauty of righ-
teousness. Trivial pursuits. And beauty contests
promote lust, as a version of pornography.

US May and Labor Days
May Day was kept in the early US, and still

is by many following that of other nations for
Worker’s Day May 1st. Though some wanted
to divorce honoring workers from the massive
military displays as Russia. So it was moved to
September. Does that change fool us?

The US still keeps its Armed Forces Day (and
Week) of military displays in May. And is one of
many US holidays honoring war or war heroes.
Most any special event in a stadium tends to
have a flyby of military jets as the Blue Angels.
We should look forward to the end of wars (Isa
2:4), not celebrate supposed war heroes.

Labor Day is to honor workers, but many have
to work then, not rest. And the retail sales are very
high, so even more retail workers must work and
longer hours! Like a typical rest day of Satan.

US Independence Day
Canada and the US follow British pagan holi-

days, in this case, British Midsummer Fires.
Britain has bonfires and even leaping over
them—the passing through the fire God con-
demned (Lev 18:21). It was clever of Satan to
have US citizens keep his fire festival using sim-
ilar practices, but naming it something else. Same
with Christmas when the US keeps the winter sol-
stice, so keeping the summer one is logical. It
even keeps its Flag Day during the period, as
Sweden keeps its summer solstice and flag day on
the same day. The US flag represents the sun god,
so 50 US flags encircle the Washington Monu-
ment, not state flags. Inside this Egyptian style
obelisk it has many symbols of the sun.

The Fourth of July is a farce also because the
US is still dependent, remaining a virtual
colony of Britain. As General Cornwallis stat-
ed, the US would still belong to Britain and
would be taught in the Jews’ religion (of
Pharisees [keeping Nimrod holidays]).

While the firework displays may be appeal-
ing, they are a direct offshoot of war. They are
very dangerous. As others have noted, parents
throw caution to the wind, allow their kids to
play with explosives. Most US fireworks
injuries to small children occur due to sparklers,
with minimum temperature of 1800º F!

Shooting off guns and rifles used to be the
norm, with some bullets shot into the air com-
ing down and injuring people. Many local fire-
works displays are conducted by amateurs with
only a few hours of training. Even pros have
trouble with fireworks going off erratically, and
duds are a big problem since fireworks are
made of cheap materials slated to become trash
quickly. Duds are supposed to be picked up
(who wants to do that?) and put in a bucket of
water for half an hour. They can explode before
that. Nearby people and property are at risk
when wind carries hot embers. Big fireworks
displays have to be covered by insurance for
possible damage.

Since Independence Day floats during the
week days, its practices can infringe on God’s
Sabbath from two different days, before or
after. The raucous celebration resembles New
Year’s January 1st for the two-faced god Janus
with face of old man and young, like the depic-
tion of old and new year as old man and baby
(Nimrod and son).

US Thanksgiving Day
Some give the excuse for keeping some hol-

idays that non-religious holidays may be kept.
Then how can Thanksgiving Day be kept?
Religious means belief in a higher being.
Thanking a creator for one’s bounty occurs in
false religions in which the person believes that
their god is creator. We should not try to honor
God while feasting (physically or spiritually)
with others trying to honor Satan’s false gods.
We should not join other religions in the ecu-
menical movement trying to unite and have
friendship with those who worship God falsely.
These ‘Christians’ are fakes, and we try to
preach the Gospel to them so they will repent.
So why join them in their falsehood? They
should be learning the Holy Days of God from
us, not the reverse. Satan wins if anyone keeps
any other day than God’s Sabbaths.

George Washington tried to set a Thanks-
giving Day in his time, but others denied it
since the US claimed not to favor a religion.
Previous thanksgiving days were celebrated for
battles won. Or as the Indians who kept 5 each
year for their god.

Thanksgiving now is always on Thor’s Day,
or Nimrod’s day. One name for it is T-Day for
the turkey, but also stands for Thor or Tammuz.

Do most who keep T-Day honor the true
God? How could they? Most observe the fake
Sabbath of Sunday all year. Many eat unclean
meats and even during the T-Day meal. Many
people recognize the hypocrisy of the day since
the Pilgrims within a generation massacred the
Indian tribe that helped them survive. Some
public schools note the hypocrisy, do not keep
the day and teach about the true history instead
of the myth. Many Indians keep the day by
mourning, calling it unThanksgiving.

Can those who do not know or believe in the
true God actually honor Him any time? Many
thousands of atheists keep Thanksgiving, as well
as Christmas. Why? Because both are for un-
believers. Thanksgiving is probably the day most
like one of God’s days, but falls way short since
God is not in the day. Rather like trying to honor
Christ in Christmas, but He was never in it.

Search for “Thanksgiving myths” on the
Internet. You will find over a million hits, about
false ideas. Like Christmas, there are a few

Exit Nimrod
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facts correct which happened in history, but
most of the story is false. The Pilgrims did not
eat turkey or cranberries for their T-Day , nor
invite anyone else. They robbed Indian graves
for anything of value. They were helped by
Indians, but they slaughtered the next genera-
tion. Hardly promoting the fuzzy warm feeling
of the popular tale of living happily ever after.

God says He honors those who honor Him (1
Sam 2:30). Do most Americans who keep T-Day
honor the true God? IN GOD WE TRUST is US
motto, but which god since so many national
and state buildings, statues and art picture false
gods, as the Rotunda where false gods are claimed
teaching famous Americans wisdom? That’s the
height of blasphemy! Can those who desecrate
God’s Sabbaths all year or keep Sunday some-
how honor the true God any day?

When the early Congress was working to de-
cide to keep T-Day upon George Washington’s
urging, they kept working most Sabbaths but
took off work Sundays. The Capitol had Sunday
church services until after the Civil War, despite
a claimed separation of church and state. He
wore a Masonic apron with the Eye while laying
national building cornerstones with corn, wine
and oil. Employed the Luciferian dating system
in dating the buildings, and enshrined the build-
ings according to astrology.

Lincoln was urged by Sarah Josepha Hale, a
popular ladies’ magazine editor, to establish a
national day of Thanksgiving. What were they
thinking? She also urged Christmas be kept in a
merry way, since up to then it was mostly a reli-
gious day when people attended church services.
Likewise when Thanksgiving was set up, people
would go to church worship services. The reli-
gious aspect waned over time, thrust out by foot-
ball and parades, though these featured Christ-
mas themes and the arrival of Santa Claus. Lin-
coln decreed that those in the nation’s military
should be allowed the Sabbath off from work if
possible, but he thought that was Sunday.

The number one day for sales in the year is on
Black Friday for Christmas sales, the day after
Thanksgiving. Many people get in line very
early that day so they do not miss out on the
Christmas buying frenzy. Many big stores open
up on Thanksgiving Day for Christmas sales,
even very early. The start of the Christmas sea-
son begins on Thanksgiving, the countdown of
shopping days left begins with it. Though it is
the unofficial start since many stores and city
streets display Christmas decorations before T-
Day. Can so many with Christmas on their
minds actually honor the true God any time?

Satan offers many things that are fakes of
God’s genuine articles. Thanksgiving Day ap-
pears genuine with the stress on family reunions
then and keeping tradition. But traditions can
make God’s commandments of none effect (Mat
15:6). Under further examination, Thanksgiving
Day is at best a good counterfeit, like bogus
money worth nothing.

Some for T. Day claim the many verses for
thanksgiving in the Bible mean we should keep
Thanksgiving Day. But this is a poor excuse! We
should give God thanks every day, not according
to a pagan custom that really honors Satan. Not
be led by unbelievers in how to honor God.
Most Americans watch the parades that day with
many Christmas features and revel in the arrival
of Satan-Santa Claus, before eating the turkey
dinner. If the so-called Christians trying to honor
God were really sincerely right, they would have
thrust out Christmas and Santa Claus a long time
ago, instead of wallowing in these ideas on
Thanksgiving Day.

Some holidays (particularly Christmas) em-
phasize giving to the poor (as well as gifts to
friends and family). So does that mean we
should keep Christmas? The giving idea is just a
ploy by Satan to bolster keeping his holidays.
The poor need help all year, not just one meal of
one day—a mere pittance.

Holidays are Satan’s fake holy days
We are to build our lives on a sure foundation,

not on a false calendar built to deceive the
world. If someone only concentrates on the nice
aspects of a doctrine and avoids the bad, most
any doctrine can appear good. That is Satan’s
main ploy. By only looking at modern usage of
the day, a holiday may look good, such as
Christmas for giving. Forget Saturnalia, and it
doesn’t look so bad. But does God? He knows

where these customs derived, from a spirit of
disobedience against Him and His Holy Days,
fake days of Satan to trap humans.

Standard reference sources may tell you that
the cornucopia of Thanksgiving or horn of plen-
ty was a symbol of a pagan god (Nimrod). And
might even tell you the idol feasts (as Harvest
Home) the day copied, includes the Kern idol or
doll made of a corn husks.

While God certainly aided the Jews in captiv-
ity to avoid extermination by Haman, God’s
opinion about Purim is not cited. Purim is just
another version of pagan spring feasts as Mardi
Gras with Lord of Misrule, orgies to get drunk.

The supposed heart shape used profusely for
Valentines is used to symbolize love in phras-
es—stupid as Cupid! Satan has fooled the mass-
es so kids write to him at the North Pole and sit
in his or Santa’s-Satan’s lap! Like people in the
past kissed his idol (1 K 19:18).

Nimrod holidays
After Thanksgiving Day was set up by Lin-

coln there was “a church service in the morning,
followed by an afternoon’s feast . . . The menu
centered around roast turkey, stuffing, cranberry
sauce, numerous vegetables and pumpkin pie—
the main dishes of the New England Harvest
Home feast.”

So Thanksgiving copied the pagan Harvest
Home, and church services were the primary
part of honoring God that day, actually the fake
god of Satan. Some COGs claim it is a secular
day, not religious, despite the intent to honor
God that day! Thus all right to keep (sounds like
a ploy of Satan). But it became secular in time
when football games and Christmas sales
pushed out the worship aspect. And the parades
feature Christmas themes and the advent of
Santa Claus. Macy’s parade on T-Day was called
Macy’s Christmas Parade in its first years 1924-
27 for obvious reasons.

(Thanksgiving) Thursday is named for the
Norse god Thor, depicted as a fake god traveling
in sky chariot. An old man with white beard in
red clothes, riding a chariot drawn by two goats
named Cracker and Gnasher giving out presents,
knowing who is naughty and nice. He became
the Yule god living in the North, the fire god who
went down chimneys to the fireplace.

Is it a mere coincidence that Thor’s Christmas
season begins on T-day? Paul said we can fel-
lowship with the devil or demons in idolatrous
feasts (1 Cor 10:19-20), it is that serious. While
Jews were exiled in Babylon, they adopted the
Tammuz name for a Hebrew calendar month,
and in general became even more idolatrous
(Pharisees). Of course, Thor is really another
name for Nimrod. Some Freemasons still take
the Oath of Nimrod.

Birthday celebration is wrong
Many keep birthdays by indulging the person

in whatever he lusts. The anniversary of an event
should not be celebrated according to the
Gregorian calendar date, based on several false
ideas. So keeping birthdays is basically wrong.
Those who do wonder when to keep a birthday
if it falls on Feb. 29th, to use the day before or
after in non-leap years? This confusion is worse
in God’s present calendar which has an entire
month added in leap years. The simple and right
solution is not to celebrate birthdays at all.

They were not celebrated for a long time by
common people. Birthdays of some gods were
celebrated. Some kings did have such celebra-
tions, since they were sometimes considered
gods. The Bible notes two gruesome aspects
occurring then (Gen 40:20-22; Mat 14:6-10).
And Job’s children embraced the idea, keeping
each his day (Job 1:4-5). When these kids died,
Job lamented his day of birth (3:1-13).

Some claim the calculated Hebrew calendar is
wrong since it was changed by apostate Jews and
should be according to the barley and new moon
in Jerusalem. But Jews retained the oracles of God
(Rom 3:2) and keeping God’s calendar is the crit-
ical part of keeping God’s Holy Days. In the after-
math of the destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple in 70 AD, with the scattering of God’s
people to other nations, God provided an adequate
means of setting the calendar so Feasts are in due
season (at Jerusalem, similar to Greenwich 0º).
Full moons still occur for Passover and the Feast
of Tabernacles beginning, half way through a lunar
month. The exact full moon cannot be determined
by the human eye for 3 days, so there is a 3-day

leeway. When Christ returns, the right world cal-
endar will be set to match the new conditions.

Has God changed some of His laws over time
(as the calendar)? Cain was not killed for killing
Abel, but sentenced to wander (without God).
Later, God commanded Israelites, that those
who murder should be killed. Still later, Jesus
offered mercy for murderers to repent and con-
tinue to live (Cain restored in the 2nd resurrec-
tion). After all, just one sin is worthy of death.

Other laws God has changed over time: In the
beginning it was all right for sisters and brothers
to marry, later changed to farther apart (evident-
ly, as in relations of incest among world elite,
tendency to become dumb). Cases of extreme
punishment for infractions of God’s law: stoning
guy who carried wood on Sabbath (Num 15:32-
35); Feast of Tabernacles drought and plague
(Zech 14:16-19); Ananias and Saphira (Acts 5:1-
11). To set the precedent of how serious it is, but
mercy upon repentance can heal all, if the perpe-
trator begins and continues to live without sin.
God did not continue to execute sinners right
after they sinned. Figuring out the start of the cal-
endar by barley growth is extremely difficult.

The Gregorian calendar began as an ecclesias-
tical or church calendar for its holy days as
Sunday weekly, and holidays based on supposed
saint days, really for previous false gods. Any hol-
idays with that foundation have to be false, too.

God cites two prime examples of proclaimed
feasts to Him, inventions of men that did not real-
ly honor Him at all. And He gives His opinion of
them quickly: Aaron’s made up feast for God
while Moses was away, He called idolatry and He
almost forsook Israel for this (Ex 32:1-10). While
He allowed Jeroboam to become king over Israel
when it split from Judah, he set up calf worship
like the heathen (as Aaron did). And faked God’s
Feast of Tabernacles, using the 8th month instead
of the 7th (1 Kings 12:32+; as changing the 7th
day Sabbath into the 8th day or Sunday). Almost
all of Israel kept false worship days ever since.

Columbus Day is for the mass murderer and
slave driver, and the goddess Columbia. She is
depicted in movies as the Statue of Liberty on a
stepped pyramid without capstone, and her
lighted torch substitutes for the All-Seeing-Eye
of Lucifer of the US/Illuminati Great Seal. And
DC is her district. Columbus terrorized natives,
killed many as slaves by shipping them in horrid
conditions so many died on the way. He was
likely a ‘Jew’ and was definitely sponsored by
Khazar Jews who were evil men interested in
gold and slave trading, profiting on the misery of
others and funded wars.

Not many holidays are for peacemakers,
many for war. The US has 3 for war, 20 war-
related and even 3 months military-related, and
most all laud the military. The Indy 500 car race
on Memorial Day is on the minds of millions—
honoring war dead? Hardly. Holidays are key
days for company sales events, many staying
open on holidays to do business which subtracts
from the alleged purpose of the holiday.

Pagan Hanukkah and Purim
Jesus is only noted walking in the Temple at

Solomon’s Porch when the Feast of the
Dedication occurred in John 10:22-23. He is not
recorded keeping it. As others have noted, this
was actually along the roofed colonnade of the
Gentile court. So He was not with Jews cele-
brating Hanukkah, but with Gentiles worshiping
God. The spirit of the Jews with Hanukkah is
displayed by many Jews who wanted to kill Him
that day (10:31-39). They rejected the real Christ
for a false Messiah.

Hanukkah has Christmas traits of candle-
lighting (now may be electric) and gift-giving.
“Chanukah, the Jewish Feast of Lights . . . In
tune with solstice phenomena of major turn-
arounds [when weakest sun grows strong], this
holiday is all about the weak triumphing over
the strong.”

Purim continues an ancient fertility rite.
Many cross dress, switching male and female
clothing. Purim features jester rabbis mocking
teachers and rabbinical tradition—the mocking
of authority like jester popes of ‘Christian’ holi-
days derived from Lord of Misrule of pagan hol-
idays. Lord of Misrule is Nimrod or Satan.

Hanukkah and Purim, instead of being exam-
ples of good holidays humans can create, actual-
ly demonstrate how bad holiday creation is.

Calendars and holidays
During an era of ancient times, all the world

kept the same simple calendar because the moon
orbited earth in 30 days, and the earth orbited the
sun in 360 days. One piece of evidence for this
was the Chinese circle of 360 degrees which later
changed to 365.25 degrees reflecting the new
conditions of days in the year. A possible good
holiday on the former calendar might have been
at least based on the right calendar. Holidays on
the basis of a false calendar have no chance of
being good. That would be like trying to coun-
terfeit money using the wrong paper, particularly
one obviously no match to the genuine article.

Satan’s world calendar starts with the month
for the god Janus, the Babylonian Messiah, a
two-faced god (old Nimrod–new Tammuz).
Those who keep holidays on that calendar tacit-
ly bow to Mystery Babylon’s Antichrist who
starts it off.

Some people assume that a COG minister
proved a certain holiday is all right. Does this
jive with the command for each of us to prove all
things, hold fast what is good (1 Th 5:21)? Have
you even read any reasons why a pastor said it
was all right somehow despite the evils associat-
ed with it, or did you assume this anonymous
guy actually studied the matter thoroughly and
made the right call?

On Thanksgiving Day, Easter, Christmas and
all year, most US citizens draw near to God with
their mouth paying lip service, but their heart is
far from Him (Isa 29:13). Some COGs are like
atheists who want to keep Thanksgiving and
ignore the religious aspects claiming it is secular!

Paul said the Gentiles sacrifice to demons in
their feasts. Further he said we cannot do the
same and partake of the cup of the Lord’s table
(Passover). That such idolatry mixed with God’s
Feast provokes Him to jealousy (1 Cor 10:16-22).
He espoused us to one husband, as a chaste virgin
to Christ (2 Cor 11:2; this shows we will not
‘marry’ God the Father as some claim; Isa 54:5).

In 1988 the UN declared World Thanksgiving
Day celebrated in NY City. The pope, Dalai
Lama, American Indians, medicine men, witch-
es and nature worshipers joined together. Could
any of this group really have given the true God
thanks? They tried to set up International
Thanksgiving Day.

The Roman Empire and Catholics, key parts
of Mystery Babylon, persecuted saints and
changed times and laws of God (Dan 7:25).
Setting up alternate holy days for gods on an
anti-God calendar. Constantine set up Sunday
worship.

John warned us to keep ourselves from idols (1
John 5:21), not embrace them. Any holiday based
on an idolatrous calendar has to be idolatrous,
too. And definitely on an idol’s day of the week.

One COG’s holiday source book
The UCGIA in its Good News magazine cited

Celebrations: The Complete Book of American
Holidays (1972) to show that some holidays
have pagan origins, but did not quote other hol-
iday references in it with the same problem.
Were the ministers trying to hide these facts or
remain ignorant of them?:

Mother’s Day—“Many antiquarians, holiday
enthusiasts and students of folklore have
claimed to find the source of Mother’s Day in
the ancient spring festivals dedicated to the
mother goddesses particularly Cybele.”

Armed Forces Day (3rd Saturday in May)—
“Armed Forces Week begins 2nd Saturday of
May and ends on the 3rd Sunday of May, the
day after Armed Forces Day.” Obviously defil-
ing God’s Sabbath.

“Memorial Day became the occasion for
commemorating lives lost in all military con-
flicts . . . [It] has ties with the ancient Festivals of
the Dead.”

“Independence Day was celebrated in Phila-
delphia in 1777 with ringing bells, bonfires and
fireworks. Ships in the harbor fired 13-gun sa-
lutes, and houses in the city were illuminated
with candles in the windows.” As Christmas, the
other solstice.

Thanksgiving Day—“It was still largely a re-
ligious observance, and in the early 19th centu-
ry some governors considered it an example of
state interference with religion so avoided it.”

Of course, just because we observe God’s
Holy Days does not necessarily mean we keep
them right (Isa 1:14). He knows the heart and is
not fooled if we really are pretending to keep
them, going through the motions but without the
right spirit. As Pharisees who ‘kept’ Sabbaths
with their own traditions instead.

—Mr. Jan Young

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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H
ow many times have you been told
the end is near? HWA and the
churches that hold to his infallibil-
ity have been saying it for the last
80 years or more. You have heard it

from ‘old-timers’ since you were a kid: “These
kids nowadays . . . Why, when I was a kid my
daddy would have switched me till I bled if I
ever acted like them!”

We have all heard how every generation
claims society has gone to the dogs compared
to the society in their formative years.

We have also heard the progressives (truly
Satan’s spawn if ever there was; who else
openly touts their goal of justifying whatever
they want to do?) claim that society is no
worse now than it ever has been. And many
times they’ll have cherry-picked statistics to
back up their claim.

While one can look back at certain periods
in history to find gross abuses of basic rights
by other humans, we do know that God warns
us of an upcoming time in which society will
become so perverse society will teeter on the
brink of destroying all human life on earth.

For those of us who believe God’s warnings,
what proof do we have? After all, with the
increased number of legally armed citizens,
serious crime is on the decrease. There is a
marked uptick in the number of professing
Christians, and support for abortion is wan-
ing. An optimist could point to any number of
other indicators that support the claim we are
improving, not sinking in an abyss of moral
depravity.

So why do I think society is failing?
The other day I was at a McDonald’s and

happened to see a sign that suddenly proved
to me that, no matter the
few bright spots we see, soci-
ety is sinking—and fast.

Soda machines at McDon-
ald’s here have an ice maker
mounted on top of them. I
assume it’s there because it
reduces the need to carry ice
to the dispenser. Whatever
the reason, there is a large
flat stainless-steel expanse
above the soda dispensers that begs for sig-
nage to be plastered all over it.

Which is just what every McDonald’s in
this market has done. Is it advertising for the
latest tasty treat the master chiefs at Ronald’s
kitchen have created? No, it’s a plain, simple
sign warning the patron refills on soda are
applicable only during the same visit!

Now, to me that seems pretty self-evident.
But McDonald’s corporate leadership evi-
dently has enough evidence this is common
enough to warrant placing these signs on their
equipment—taking up valuable real estate
that could be used to sell more of their health-
enhancing dietary masterpieces.

So the reality is there are enough self-cen-
tered, deceitful thieves out there bringing in
used soda cups that McDonald’s has to actual-
ly spend good money to warn customers they
are stealing if they come in with an old cup.

And, really, they are stealing one dollar, since
that’s what these drinks cost.

I suppose I sound pretty petty. Maybe. But
theft is theft. If you didn’t earn it by work or
by trade, then it ain’t yours! The key here is:
Those signs were not on those machines until recent-
ly. That means this wasn’t a problem until
recently!

Now, that’s people in the world. And we
know they are destined to keep sliding down
the slippery slope of Satan’s worldview, once
they start down that path.

McDonald’s is not the only place to look
for moral decay in our society. As you all
know, I’m in construction. I deal
with construction contracts
daily. Ten years ago the terms
for a subcontract for servic-
es could be written on the
back of an 81⁄2-by-11-
inch sheet of paper.
Now it’s not uncom-
mon to see that same
subcontract take six or
more pages.

Forty years ago, if something happened and
you were questioned by a police officer, you
could simply tell him the truth. Now you have
to be careful what you say, because you just
might get yourself crossways with the law.
And starting a business without a lawyer is
just crazy talk!

What’s this all mean? Our country is slip-
ping down the path God told us we would. We
are following the god of this world, Satan, and
his thought process, which justifies anything
we want as long as we think it’s right. Exactly
the same path Adam and Eve followed.

So the world can be expected to go this way,
even ‘gentiles’ from the lost tribes of God’s
nation Israel who don’t know their own histo-
ry and genealogy. But what about us, those
God has called out of this world? Are we any
better?

While I was in the PCG we had a member
(relatively young and new, admittedly) who
actually brought up the McDonald’s drink-
refill prohibition, and was defending his position
that it WAS legal and moral to bring in an outside
cup to get free soda. AND HE WAS NOT ALONE!

What law of God is broken in this action?
Not treating others as you would have them
treat you. The action of taking something the
other person obviously does not intend you to
have should be very clear here. However, I
personally know of individuals in a branch of
God’s church who cannot see this.

God tells us the greatest in His kingdom

will be the ones serving. They will be treating
others as they want to be treated.

How well has that worked out in His
church? Anyone remember the deference that
had to be shown to the ministry? Were they
treating the members as they wanted to be
treated?

Sometimes, maybe. Many times, no. Where
did third tithe go? To the people we were told

it was going to? Again, sometimes,
maybe. Most of the time, no, it
went to ministers.

Do they really believe they
would have been happy as a lay

member, being treated as
they treated their con-

gregants?
These things hap-

pened in the WCG.
They also happened in

the PCG. They hap-
pened in the RCG. They

happened in any number
of small offshoots. Every-

one reading this can think
of times when the ministry abused their
authority.

So why am I giving them a hard path to
hoe? Because they were supposed to know
better! And because they were supposedly
God’s ministers.

Why do I bring this up now? Because the
same cadre of ministers are for the most part
the ones out there leading the splinter groups
from the WCG. Have they changed?

Well, I can attest that the ministry in the
PCG has not. I’m not so sure about the lead-
ership in Living. There are questionable min-

isters in nearly every group I
have seen:

Men who claim one thing
and do another. Men claim to
have special knowledge of
God’s Word, yet openly pro-
mote ideas that are clearly
not even logical.

Brethren, you need to
wake up! The end is near. And

it’s evident that the world is get-
ting worse. Companies don’t spend good
money to make signs for no reason.

We know that’s going to happen. But we
sure didn’t expect the ministry to turn on us
as they have!

People, you need to open your eyes and
look at your minister. Is he a servant? Is he
teaching God’s Word, or is he teaching a tradi-
tion handed down from other men? Are your min-
isters following God’s Word, or are they mak-
ing a pretense of it?

It’s your choice to stay with a ministry that
is headed down the wrong path. But you will
be held accountable (Matthew 12:36). You
need to open your eyes and look! And leave if
they aren’t following God’s Word! Not HWA’s!
When HWA was right, yes, follow him. You
need to be able to use the Word of God as the
sharp sword, separating traditions set up by
men from directives given to us by God!

McDonald’s Proves God Is Right!

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

At McDonald’s I happened to see
a sign that proved to me that, no

matter the few bright spots we see,
society is sinking—and fast.
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T
o this point in the
article, we have seen
where that, in the
future, the nations of

Israel will be punished for their
sins. That said, punishments will
come via the forces of the earth
and not as a result of invading
armies from outside their borders.

At the same time, we have seen
that said punishments will not be
administered against Israel until a
new work will come to the fore,
which work will be that of the real
Philadelphia church.

This work will basically center
on a warning message. The warn-
ing of destruction will go out, and
at the same time a warning of
escape will go forth.

A great multitude of the
Israelite peoples of the nations in
the northern latitudes, along with
a number of gentiles as well, will
be allowed to flee from their pres-
ent homes. In their fleeing, they
will come to their former home-
lands, in Palestine—a land that, at

this time of fleeing, will no longer
be populated by those Edomite
Jews and the illegal Palestinians
who live in that land today and
claim ownership to it.

Now, at this time in future his-
tory, warfare in the Promised Land
will have destroyed both Jeru-
salem itself and many, if not most,
of the cities of Judea. It is at this

time period that the words of
Daniel 9:25 will come into play:

“Know therefore and under-
stand, that from the going forth of
the commandment to restore and
build Jerusalem . . . !” There is
more to this scripture, but it is bet-
ter left for a future writing.

To put Zechariah 1:8-11 and

Daniel 9:25 into proper per-
spective, let’s add the words of
Luke 21:20: “When you shall see
Jerusalem surrounded with armies,
then know that the destruction [of
Jerusalem] thereof is near”!

Do you see? The gentile union
of nations will go to war through-
out the earth to bring peace. This
includes the areas of Palestine,

which are at this time inhabited
by Edomite Jews.

Luke 21:20 is simply confirming
that Jerusalem (and more) will be
destroyed by the armies that
will surround it. This is for a time,
that will be any number of
years, before the return of the
Son of Man.

This, of course, requires a
review of the words of Revelation
6:16, which tells us that the gen-
tiles will have gone to great
lengths to ensure that the city of
Jerusalem and the cities of Judea
will be rebuilt and repopulated in
order for the Son of Man, to be
able to come to his own.

In both cases, neither the

European forces nor the Islam
forces would dare try to claim that
their own peoples “own” Palestine.
They will be well aware that that
land belongs to Israelites only.

This is why the gentiles will not
only encourage the Israelites from
the north to return to Palestine
but will aid them in doing so.

We have seen, based on
Zechariah 1:12, that there will be
a 70-year period, from the time
that “indignation” has come upon
Jerusalem until the time that the
Israelites will return to Jerusalem
and Judea.

Because they will return, it is
imperative that the gentiles aid
them.

This article is a bit short, but
because of the need for at least
some continuity I will end here
and give further information
in Part 8.

What is to follow, from
Scripture, certainly begins to
become even more interesting
and revealing.

Little from Scripture in regard to
what has been written in this
article so far is understood or
accepted at this time.

The one who “sits on the
throne” in Revelation 6:16 will
come to earth and will set down
in the city of Jerusalem. From this
point on, excitement mounts.

Prophecy Today

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —

Said punishments will not be administered
against Israel until a new work will come to the
fore, the work of the REAL Philadelphia church.

T
o this point, several
events have taken
place that are meant
to lead up to the

return of the Son of Man to the
earth. As shown, these early
events start with the punishments
Scripture says will befall Israel in
the latter days.

The punishment that will come
upon Israel will come through the
forces of the earth via a great
earthquake and related volcanic
activities.

We saw where, prior to this tak-
ing place, there will be a great
work that will be done by the
church called Philadelphia, the
sixth of the seven.

I want to point out that in the
past the church known as the
Worldwide Church of God, claimed
it was the Philadelphia church. But
it was not. Scriptural evidence
shows it to have been the “second
work of Thyatira.”

Today we are in the Sardis peri-
od. As is evident all around us,
there are no real works being
done by said church.

As a result of the witness of the
Philadelphians, most of Israel will
have been warned as to what will
happen in the future. When the

earth begins its upheavals, many
millions of those living in the
northern latitudes will migrate
out of their present homelands
and will eventually (after a
relatively short time) wind up back
in their former lands—especially
the land of Judah.

Before this great tribulation of
the peoples of Israel, there seem-
ingly will come a time when many
of the gentile nations will have
begun plotting against Israel’s
peoples—perhaps with the intent

to make war with them.
As mentioned above, however,

immediately after or even during
the earthquake there will be a
sign in heaven that will be seen by
the gentiles that will bring about a
general reformation. The sign will
be such that these gentiles will
think that their Messiah/Savior is
about to return to the earth.

Therefore, these gentiles will

unite, both militarily and reli-
giously, to see to it that all wars
on earth at that time will cease
and the end result will be a
“time of peace” throughout the
whole earth.

One area that will be affected
by the efforts of the gentiles to
bring about peace will be
Jerusalem and Judea. There will be
a great battle, and the squatters
(both Edomite Jews and
Palestinians) will be removed from
the land. At the same time,

Jerusalem and the cities of Judea
will be destroyed.

Thus we find that those
Israelites who were warned to
“flee from the land of the north”
(Zechariah 2:6) will find them-
selves occupying the now-empty
homeland of Judah and Benjamin
and, likely, a part of the other
tribes as well.

Millions of Israelites, and many

gentiles with them, will begin
to reclaim the destroyed
territories and bring about a
habitable nation.

But, and take careful note,
Israel, along with many gentiles,
will rebuild Jerusalem and the
cities of Judea. Yet they will be
under the control and authority of
the gentile military and religious
powers mentioned earlier.

I used up a fair amount of
space, in catching these prophetic
writings up to date. I did so

because from this point on we will
come to see some of the more spe-
cific events that will take place—
events that many, if not most,
believers have been wondering
about and having expectations for.

Many past prophets have tried
to tell their view of the coming
events of future history. But, as
will be shown, those prophets in
the past have predicted “false

prophecies.” As I pointed out earli-
er in this series, Scripture does not
allow for any failed prophecies of
the past to become True prophe-
cies of the future.

Nonetheless, the True prophe-
cies of Scripture will be fulfilled,
just as The Almighty inspired them
to be recorded.

So where are we at this time in
regard to the future prophecies
that will begin to come to pass?

Well, I will say it again: The
prophecies of Israel’s punishment
and their removal from their
present homelands have been
completed. The gentile powers
and their part in this time period
—or the wars that will bring
about “peace on earth”—have
also been completed.

We find in Revelation 7 that the
144,000 sealed, and the great
multitude of not sealed, are now
settled in the area of the Holy
Land and are about to bring back
that land from its destruction.

In other words, we are now
getting settled into the time
period of Revelation 8 and about
to experience the events that will
begin to take place as they
continue from Zechariah 1:12—
which will begin Part 9.

As I pointed out earlier in this series, Scripture
does not allow for any failed prophecies of the
past to become True prophecies of the future.

— PART 7 —

— PART 8 —
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H
istorical scholars teach that people inher-
ently believe in religion because they have
a fear of dying. Where is the scholars’
proof? As usual, what
seems to make sense

is generally believed, but not
proven. Biblically, scriptural his-
tory reveals a completely dif-
ferent reason.

Until recently the ancients
were viewed as ignorant cave-
men. Recently a new discovery
of early human writing proves
the original civilizations knew
much more than we thought
and, in many ways, knew even
more truth than we do in this
present day.

Archaeological Truth

The first archaeological find-
ings were from around 700
B.C. Pots, urns, statues and ev-
eryday items have been exca-
vated that, until recently, were
thought to be a myth.

These early civilizations
were polytheistic. They be-
lieved in many gods. They
were always debating which
god was the mightiest. Each
city-state had its own god,
which led to war after war.

They were polytheistic for a
very good reason. God created
a spiritual world called Heav-
en, which is unseen in the
physical world. There are many
heavens or dimensions that
cannot be seen by the physical
universe. Spiritual beings exist
and are known as angels or
messengers. Many scholars to-

day call them aliens. As spirits, they generally could
be seen by mankind. These beings were either “the
messengers of God” or “rebellious angels.”

Angels were arranged in a hierarchy based on
their various abilities. The top were the Archangels
or Seraphim. Then came the Cherubim, who were
intelligent and powerful.

God chose a cherub to teach Adam and Eve. This
“bright and morning star” believed he could be
equal to God (Isaiah 14). He and one third of the
angels who believed the same chose to leave their
estate and responsibility.

This cherub became Satan, the deceiver. His an-
gels were called demons.
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Demons are unbalanced in the use of their minds.
The rebellious angels and Satan had contact with the
ancient humans, as well as the other angels, so, as
spirits, they could influence human thinking. They
even had the ability to appear as humans, which was
called “theophany,” or visible manifestation.

These two groups of angels stood in opposition to
each other. Ancient mankind considered these an-
gels to be “divine,” since they came from heaven,
and were called gods. They knew they were opposed
to each other and God.

It was natural for
humans to seek life
after death. However,
because of personal
contact they knew
there was disagree-
ment between God, His angels and Satan. Satan and
two thirds of his angels were in disagreement with
God.

Their hypocritical reasoning acknowledged they
were obliged to obey God, but some wanted to
prove they could do what God does.

The Mightiest

The human population, because humans’ reason-
ing is based on their experience, worshiped these
supposed gods as well as God Almighty. The debate
arose concerning who was the most powerful of all
the gods.

Angels, appearing as humans, were considered
divine. Because of the resulting confusion, God
allowed humans to have “free choice,” and each
city-state had its own deity. War was the natural out-
come, and God left them to act on their own imagi-
nations. To these people, Almighty God became
known as the Sky God (Genesis 11).

You have now, briefly, discovered archaeological
history that most scholars today are coming to accept
as reality and truth. They believe that, as verified by
their findings, the stories are no longer only myths.

Archaeological history has been studied from the

beginning. The book of Genesis begins with Adam
and Eve (Homo sapiens) and their sin of choosing to
eat from the Tree of The Knowledge of Good and
Evil. Satan deceived Eve, and Adam followed his
wife in her deception. This changed how God would
make man in His “own image” (Genesis 3:15).

Adam and Eve decided to make their own life
choices rather than let God be their Father and
Teacher. They followed Satan and his cohorts.

With free choice, humans have to decide for
themselves who is the
mightiest and the One
True God. God decid-
ed the Promised Seed,
His “first-begotten Son,”
was the best way to
prove He was the only
God to follow. And the

Savior would prove, by the Holy Spirit, to humans
that He was sinless.

Who Is the Mightiest God?

Paul wrote how early civilization knew the truth
of the One God (Romans 1). Early humans consid-
ered angelic beings to be just as divine as God
because of the manner in which Satan and his angels
dared to oppose the way of God.

However, these early humans held the Truth in
unrighteousness (Romans 1:18). They knew partial
truth concerning the One True God and Father of all,
but they also viewed angels as gods. Therefore, idol-
atry was born. Anyone who had contact with the
angels was accepted as divine.

The World’s First Emperor

As populations grew, from Mesopotamia to
Egypt and Ethiopia, each had its own national gods.
War was inevitable. In time, walls were built for
security and defense. Before horses were used in
war, cities that were farther away from other cities
were safer. However, once the military began using
horses, more wars occurred and violence increased.
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As technology increases, mankind comes closer
to self-annihilation.

Protection and self-defense increased, because
people felt they were victims and needed to protect
themselves. Because other cities had spies, they felt
they should attack first to protect themselves.

Civilization began worshiping those human
heroes as gods and saviors. People knew a human
would be the Savior of the world, so they worshiped
their rulers as if they were the promised Savior of
the world.

Those mighty men of renown became famous. In
Noah’s day the world became so violent and wicked
that God brought the Flood.

Noah and his family were saved in the Ark. Noah
and his family grew into
many tribes, races and
nations. Because of
Noah’s teaching, ev-
eryone knew about the
gospel of righteous-
ness, yet they did what
pre-Flood people had
done: They obeyed many saviors and king/priests.

Knowing what happened to those before the
Flood, they decided it was necessary to be one
empire with one emperor. Nimrod, a great hunter,
provided food and protection to the world’s inhabi-
tants and became the world’s first emperor. His
kingdom was in the land of Shinar, and the Tower of
Babel was its temple. He was considered to be the
Messiah and was followed by many as time went on.

Era of Saviors

Babel in Hebrew means “Gateway to the House
of God.” All the individuals spoke one language.
Babylon was their capital (Genesis 10:10). Each
person could have his own god, but people were
united in worship at the Tower of Babel. God saw
that the world was headed toward the same end as
before the Flood, because each human being did
anything he wanted to do (Genesis 11:6).

To avoid this same world-destroying end, God
confused their languages.

Nimrod, as the world’s first emperor, left a bad
example. Keep in mind that kings were considered
divine and ruled over the people. To reduce evil and
the number of wars, God divided the nations and
races according to their inheritance.

Also keep in mind that, in the days of Peleg, God
divided the nations and races into continents
(Genesis 10:25). The earth before this was one large
square surrounded by water and appeared to be flat
(Isaiah 40).

Each group looked to its heroes as saviors and
priest/kings. Over the centuries, each group lost its
original teachings from the days of Noah. Shem,
Ham and Japheth, Noah’s three sons, went their

own way and, of the
three, only Shem and
his genealogy fol-
lowed the true teach-
ings of Noah and the
One True God.

Religious beliefs,
faiths, ideologies and

governments, from generation to generation, lost
sight of the past and followed what was politically
correct in their specific time period. The politically
correct were considered the elite and told the citi-
zens how to live and what to think.

Priests, prophets and scholars all promoted their
own historical rendition of the past. Abraham, from
the line of Shem, strictly adhered to the original
thinking of God. Human nature, as God warned in
the days of the Tower of Babel, permitted each indi-
vidual to imagine whatever his teaching and experi-
ence taught him. A world of false heroes and saviors
as gods emerged. Only Abraham and his family
remained faithful to the Truth of God.

Isaac to Israel

Abraham, because of his faith and obedience to
every word of God, was given two promises. The
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Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

True Church today?
Where Is the...

Changed–Chosen of the Lord!
“And I saw something like glass [crystal, sapphire],

mingled with fire, and those who have the
victory. . . standing on the sea of glass” (Rev. 15:2).

Dear Brethren,

Undoubtedly most of you have heard
many sermons regarding the com-
ing resurrections. However, I seri-

ously question whether you have heard
the fullness of the truth of what will actu-
ally take place at the time of the first res-
urrection.

In this writing you will see what the
Scriptures reveal when put in their proper
order as to what will actually take place dur-
ing this coming time. Jesus Christ spoke of
it together with His coming and the resur-
rection of His saints to His disciples:

“Then the SIGN of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and then all tribes
of the earth will mourn, and they will
see the Son of Man coming on the
clouds of heaven with power and great
glory, and He will SEND His angels with
a great sound of a trumpet, and they
will GATHER TOGETHER His ELECT (margin:
chosen ones) from the four winds, from
one end of heaven to the other”
(Matthew 24:30-31).

“. . . With POWER and GREAT GLORY”—
(The coming of Jesus Christ needs to be seen
through the eyes of Ezekiel in vision):

“I looked, and lo, a stormy wind
came sweeping out of the north–a
huge cloud and flashing fire, sur-
rounded by a great radiance, and in
the center of it, in the center of the fire,
a gleam as of amber. In the center of it
were also the figures of four creatures.
And this was their appearance: They
had the figures of human beings.
However each had four faces and each
of them had four wings . . .

“Above the heads of the creatures
was a form: an expanse, with an awe-
inspiring gleam as of crystal, was
spread out above their heads . . . above
the expanse over their heads was the
semblance of a THRONE, in appearance
like sapphire; and on top, upon this
semblance of a THRONE, there was the
semblance of A HUMAN FORM.

“From what appeared as His loins
up, I saw a gleam as of amber–what
looked like a FIRE encased in a frame;
and from what appeared as His loins
down, I saw what looked like the
appearance of the [rain] bow which
shines in the clouds on a day of rain
(Revelation 4:3), such was the appear-
ance of the surrounding radiance.
This was the APPEARANCE of the sem-
blance of the LORD” (Ezekiel 1:4-6, 22, 26-
28, New Jewish Publication Society Bible).

The Apostle John also saw in vision the
semblance of Jesus Christ: “I turned to see
who it was that was speaking to me,
and as I turned I saw . . . One resem-
bling the Son of Man, wearing a robe
that reached to His feet, and with a
belt of gold around His breast. His
head and hair were as white as wool,
as white as snow. His eyes were like
coals of fire. His feet were like bronze

refined to white heat in a furnace, and
His voice was like the roar of many
waters . . . and His face was shining
like the SUN at midday” (Revelation 1:12-
16, Wms. Trans.).

These Scriptures present A PICTURE to us of
Jesus Christ in His awesome POWER and
great GLORY as He returns to this earth to
begin His glorious reign in the Wonderful
World Tomorrow. Viewing His coming will
stun this evil world (Revelation 1:7; 6:12-17),
while changing His Bride to Spirit life:

The Descending of Jesus Christ
From Heaven—“In a moment in the
twinkling of an eye, at the last trum-
pet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the DEAD will be raised incorruptible,
and we shall be changed (born again
from above—the BIRTH taking place as
Christ descends from heaven, John 3:3, 5-
8)” (I Corinthians 15:52).

“So also is the resurrection of the
dead. The body is sown in corruption,
it raised in INCORRUPTION—raised in
GLORY, raised in power, raised a Spi-
ritual Body . . . as we have borne the
IMAGE of the man of dust (Genesis 1:26-
27), we shall also bear the IMAGE of the
heavenly Man (Jesus Christ) . . .” (I Co-
rinthians 15:42-44, 49).

“Who will TRANSFORM our lowly
(human) body that it may be CONFORMED
to His glorious Body” (Philippians 3:21).

“And many of those who sleep in the
dust of the earth SHALL AWAKE, some to
everlasting life . . . Those who are WISE
SHALL SHINE like the BRIGHTNESS of the
firmament, and those who TURN many
to RIGHTEOUSNESS like the STARS in heav-
en” (Daniel 12:2-3).

Having been born again and changed into
a Spirit Being, we will then be able to see—
the Spirit World—for then we will become
part of it (John 3:3). Have you ever won-
dered WHY the angels of Jesus Christ are to be
sent to each of the chosen ones who will then
be resurrected? The following Scriptures give
understanding:

The Resurrection and Change—“For
this we say to you by the Word of the
Lord, that we who are alive and re-
main shall NOT PRECEDE those who are
asleep. For the Lord Himself will DE-
SCEND from heaven with A SHOUT (like the
shout to Lazarus, John 11:43-44 ) and with
the TRUMPET of God. And the dead in
Christ will RISE first (why?). Then we
who are alive and remain shall be
CAUGHT UP together with them into the
air (the earth’s atmosphere). And thus we
shall always be together with the
Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:15-16).

The resurrected chosen ones will be gath-
ered up in their order, the dead will be the
first to be made alive, afterwards those
who yet live. Each resurrected saint will then
be GUIDED by the angels into THEIR PREDETER-
MINED PLACE on the sea of ice. This will be
where all the saints will come together:
144,000 saints—the Bride of Jesus Christ
(Revelation 7:1-8; 14:1; 19:7-9).

The answer as to why those who are dead
will be resurrected FIRST is because among
them will be the leaders, major and lessor
leaders under whom will be the resurrected
saints. (Please Review: TOMORROW . . . WHAT
IT WILL BE LIKE, “Government Planned from
Beginning,” Pages 48-59, by Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong.)

It should be remembered Jesus Christ is a
God of order (I Corinthians 14:33). For that
reason all the placements of the resurrected
Elect will have been pre-determined by
Jesus Christ including the leadership.

The leaders and those ap-
pointed to be under them will
be highly organized as were
the 12 Tribes of Israel coming
out of Egypt (Exodus 13:18;
Numbers 1:5-18; 2:2).

Scripture makes known
that upon arrival all will then
STAND on the sea of glass in
their predetermined places
before Jesus Christ who will
be seated on His glorious
throne to judge each one.

A Picture of This Com-
ing Time—“Then I saw
another SIGN in heaven,
great and marvelous . . .
and I saw something like a
sea of glass mingled with
fire, and THOSE who have the victory
over the beast . . . STANDING on the sea of
glass . . .” (Revelation 15:1-2).

The Apostle Paul makes known WHY we
are to STAND before the judgment seat of
Jesus Christ on the sea of glass:

“Therefore we make it our aim (ob-
jective in life), whether present or absent,
to be well pleasing to Him. For we must
all APPEAR before the JUDGMENT SEAT of
Christ, that EACH ONE may receive the
things done (while) in his (human) body,
according to what he has done, whether
good or bad” (II Corinthians 5:9-10).

Rewards to Then Be Given Based on
the Parable of the Talents (Matthew
25:14-23)—“For the Son of Man will
come in the glory of His Father with His
angels, and THEN He will REWARD each
according to his Works” (Matthew 16:27).

Afterwards, the Beginning Reign of
Jesus Christ and His Bride—“. . .
Alleluia! For the Lord God Omnipo-
tent reigns . . . For the marriage of the
Lamb has come, and His wife has made
herself ready . . . Blessed are those who
are called to the MARRIAGE SUPPER of the
Lamb” (Revelation 19:5-9).

In That Same Day—“Behold, the
Day of the LORD is coming . . . then the
LORD will go forth and fight against
those nations (Revelation 19:11-16) . . .
And in that day His feet will STAND on

the Mount of Olives . . . thus the LORD
will come and all the saints with Him”
(Zechariah 14:1, 3-5).

The Chosen Virgins of God—“Then I
looked, and behold, a Lamb standing on
Mount Zion (on the Mount of Olives in
Jerusalem), and with Him 144,000, hav-
ing His Father’s name written on their
foreheads . . . These are the ones who
were NOT defiled with women (off-track
churches), for they are VIRGINS (have clung
to the True Teachings). These are the ones
who FOLLOW the Lamb wherever He

goes. These were REDEEMED
from among men, being
Firstfruits to God and to
the Lamb. And in their
mouth was found NO DE-
CEIT, for they are without
fault BEFORE the throne of
God” (Revelation 14:1, 4-5).

A Glorious Future—This
is only an overview without
the details of all that will take
place during this coming
time. However it is enough
for us to see the GLORIOUS FU-
TURE for those who are blessed
to be among the Elect—those
who follow Jesus Christ wher-
ever He goes—those who are
yet of the Church of the Phil-

adelphia Era—along with those called and
used from the beginning of the creation of
mankind—totaling 144,000—to reign and
teach in Tomorrow’s World.

God’s Counsel—To be counted worthy
to be among that number, the Apostle Paul
wrote: “But YOU must continue in the
things (true teachings as restored by God’s
late apostle and the promised Elijah, Jude 3)
which you have learned and been
assured of, KNOWING from WHOM you
have learned them” (II Timothy 3:14).

Do we remember from whom we have
learned them? Are we remaining FAITHFUL to
those teachings? You can know by REVIEWING
the unedited MYSTERY OF THE AGES by Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong.

The End of this Age Is Near—Please
realize there is little time left before Jesus
Christ returns to this earth and resurrects
His faithful, tried, and proven Elect people,
while changing those who are yet alive
(Revelation 17:14). And to be counted wor-
thy to be among them, we must have the
strength of enduring faithfulness of God’s
TRUTH while seeking the GOAL He has set
before us–just as did the Apostle Paul:

“. . . If by any means I may attain to
the resurrection from the dead . . .
who will transform our lowly body
that it may be conformed to His glori-
ous body” (Philippians 3:11, 21).

—Don Billingsley

The quotes are intended for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2014 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved.
The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to
the respective owners thereof, and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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first promise was to inherit the Land of God in
Canaan. The second promise was to have a child
born who would bless the whole world.

Isaac was, like Christ, miraculously born. Abra-
ham’s wife, Sarah, was ninety and Abraham was one
hundred when Isaac was born. Sarah was well be-
yond her natural childbearing years.

Isaac was their first legal son. Ishmael, another
son, was born to a concubine and could not inherit
from Abraham. Isaac’s genealogy would produce
the son who would bless the whole world. Isaac’s
birth was a miracle from
God, and he was the
chosen one of God.

Isaac had Jacob, and
Jacob had twelve sons
who became the tribes
of Israel. They knew
the Savior was to come
from their lineage.

Israel became a nation, and its genealogy grew.
No repentance was necessary because they needed
only to be part of the line of Jacob genealogically.

The Promised Seed

Even though anyone from Israel could be the Sav-
ior, God looks at the heart and not just the birth. God
will choose the promised seed by watching the per-
son’s heart to see if he or she desires to be like Him.
God will not demand that any human be like Him if
that person does not desire to become like Him.

However, God is long-suffering, and you need to
be like Him in every way. Human kings are man-
made and not of God. All governments and rulers
are the result of human choices, and God permits
that situation.

After Adam and Eve sinned, it was foretold that a
seed of Eve would come and restore all things (I
Peter 1:10-12). Peter reveals even the prophets, like
Enoch (Genesis 5) and others, and the angels, did
not know who would have the Spirit of Christ.

The Spirit in the promised Seed was the Holy

Spirit (II Peter 1). God, through His Holy Spirit, does
all the work. Even the Son of God, Jesus, could not
do anything of Himself as a Son of Man (John 5:19).

Since the ancient world knew of a coming Mes-
siah, the ancients made a giant error in believing any
human could be the Savior. They thought he could
be any of the others who were proclaiming to be the
Messiah.

But only God knew who the Messiah would be.
To be the Christ, He had to be like God, do the will
of God and indeed do everything God said. Any
ruler who was the world’s hero and provided the

way to survive was
considered a king and
savior. In reality, this
fallacy produced many
A n t i c h r i s t s  w h o
claimed to be God.

In David’s time God
chose from whom the

Promised Seed would come. The goal of God was to
make man in His image, and God is the only One
who knows who the Promised Seed is.

Kings and Rulers

King after king and ruler after ruler have claimed
to be the one who will save the world—but without
God’s blessing. That is why after the captivity of
Israel and Judah the Time of the Gentiles began.
Christ will not return until the Gentiles’ time without
God is over (Luke 21:24).

From Nimrod to the present, mankind keeps
choosing its kings, rulers and any other form of gov-
ernment. Presently the world is operating the same
way it did in the Land of Shinar at the Tower of
Babel. No one knows what is right or wrong. The
world is in a state of total chaos.

God’s Choice

You are ready to find out why God has the world
under a curse created by their own choices. Mankind
has too many variations of what is right or wrong.
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God, with His Son and the power of the Holy
Spirit, teaches you how to become like Him (Genesis
1:26).

God Is All

How does God reproduce Himself? As with any
sperm from a human father, God uses His energy
from within Himself to transfer life through His
Holy Spirit. God uses His Holy Spirit to create all
things.

The Beginning

The Spirit of God moved upon the waters of the
earth during the creation, and God said, “Let there
be light.”

Everything was in darkness. The light revealed
what was in the darkness. God said it was good. God
divided the light from
the darkness.

The Holy Spirit of
God energized the cre-
ation to have life (Gen-
esis 1:14). The angels
shouted for joy at what
they saw.

When Job was afflicted by Satan, Job cursed (Job
3:1): “Let the day perish wherein I was born and the
night in which it was said, There is a man child con-
ceived” (verse 3).

“Then Job described a process: “Let that day be
darkness; let not God regard it from above, neither
let the light shine upon it” (verse 4).

Job stated exactly what had occurred in the begin-
ning of creation (Genesis 1:14). What in the dark-
ness was being revealed?

The Heavenly Father is the Father of Spirits
(Hebrews 12:9). Christ said spirit is like the wind,
which has power but is invisible. Wind is energy,
which is obvious when it turns a windmill. If wind
is severe, like a tornado, it is destructive.

Job understood a great deal. Job goes into even
greater detail and, ultimately, discloses the source of

his birth: “Why died I not from the womb? Why did
I not give up the spirit when I came out of the
belly?” (Job 3:11).

The Holy Spirit is the power of God (II Timothy
1:7). The Holy Spirit creates all things. God can be
“All in All” through His Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the Word of God (John 17:17-
21). God speaks His Word through His Holy Spirit:
“Wherefore as the Holy Spirit said, To day if you
will hear His voice . . .” (Hebrews 3:7).

The world was in darkness, and the Holy Spirit
said, “Let there be light,” and that light was “good”
(Genesis 1:34). In Job’s day, the actual forces of the
creation were known as “godly science.”

Godly Science

“O Timothy, keep that which is committed to
your trust, avoiding profane [human] and vain [use-

less] babblings [guess-
es] and oppositions of
science [gnosis] falsely
so called” (I Timothy
6:20). This verse proves
the apostolic Chris-
tians knew the Truth of

God just like Job and others.
Only Godly science reveals the Truth. The word

science in Greek is gnosis or “knowledge.” True
knowledge comes from God and not from the ex-
periments of mankind.

Hard to Keep Up

Human science keeps changing over the cen-
turies. Today, science changes so often none of the
scientific disciplines can keep up.

Scientists do not agree with each other. Their lat-
est admission is that there is more than the physical
universe and, in the darkness of space, there is an-
other universe possessing a completely different set
of laws.

To know the truth of godly science, one needs to
know how everything began before the big bang.
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The Holy Spirit is the Truth of the Word of God.
The invisible (spiritual) things of God are “clear-

ly seen” and understood through His “creation” (Ro-
mans 1:20). What is seen?

The Godhead and power of God are manifested in
His creation of the universe. The spiritual things hid-
den in darkness are made known by the Holy Spirit
of God, which is His Word and power. How clear!

Human Weakness

What is it that keeps you from the truth of reali-
ty? Facts are facts. Human science changes too
often. Facts are facts, and God reveals His Truth by
His Holy Spirit.

The Old Covenant
Law of Moses could
not make anyone per-
fect, but the New
Covenant Law of
Christ can (Hebrews
7:7, 11).

The Old Covenant was only a “shadow” (dark-
ness) of heavenly things to come. The Law of Moses
is a shadow in the darkness of what is known in the
heavens (Hebrews 8:5).

Human weakness is biblically defined as “flesh”
(John 6:63). The flesh is of no use, because the only
thing it can do is “works by human deeds.”

Intellect to Understand

When mankind was given life by God, the “spir-
it in man” gave mankind an intellect to understand
but not decipher good from evil (Job 32:8). An indi-
vidual can comprehend but not know what is moral
(what causes no harm).

To know the truth of good and evil, one needs the
Word of God, which is revealed by the power of the
Holy Spirit.

The Godhead is all that God is or can be. Only the
intelligence of God is superior enough to know all
things. The flesh is only a tent or temporary dwelling
place for the Spirit of God.

The intellect of God is of such superiority that no
one can understand it or measure it. God is eternal,
with all His power and energy. God is eternal, with
unlimited intelligence, and is the mightiest source of
energy.

When God reproduces Himself, it is not through a
system of human sex. Human sex initiates life when
the male sperm unites with the mother’s egg. The
womb nourishes this life to grow as a fetus until it is
ready to be born.

At birth, the baby knows nothing. The baby can
understand, but not reason. At birth, humans do not
comprehend death, life or anything.

All individuals must be taught or learn through
experience in order to
guess what they believe
as true.

God’s Image

The method of re-
production by God is

entirely different from human birth and growth.
Human birth is a shadow, or a type, but not reality.
Human reproduction obeys physical laws from con-
ception to maturity and then death. It happens every
time a baby is born.

Because of free choice, each son of God becomes
like Him on an individual basis. Human birth does
not require free choice. The reproduction of God
does: a big difference!

Becoming Like God

When God makes you in His image, it is an indi-
vidual process predicated on each son of God be-
coming like Him.

Free choice is liberty, which means you are free
to do whatever you desire and are willing to do. God
has complete liberty and free choice. God is the “I
AM” to be whatever He decides, and you are to be
just like Him.

For God to make you in His image, you must be
able to choose whatever you want to be.
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The rest of the Bible is the written prophecy and
history to guide you in choosing to be like Him.
When that happens, God will be All in All (I
Corinthians 15:28).

God’s Chosen People Israel

Abraham’s progeny was the nation of Israel. The
Abrahamic promise from God was fulfilled through
Israel. Through Abraham’s faith, Israel became the
chosen people of God. God even allowed them to go
through slavery to appreciate their future freedom.

Israel had a wrong heart. God instructed the
Israelites not to listen to the other “gods” they had
observed while living in Egypt (Exodus 20: 14). If
they disobeyed and
sinned, their habits
would finally entrap
them. Human genes
mutate and are subject
to change that depends
on their condition and
environment: “A double-minded man is unstable in
all his ways” (James 1:8).

Genes and Mutation

A person cannot serve two gods or authorities:
“. . . Every man is tempted when he is drawn [en-
ticed] away of his own lust [idols] and enticed. Then
when lust [an idol] has conceived, it brings forth sin:
and sin, when it is finished, brings forth death”
(verses 14-15).

Sin is always idolatry. You worship what you
desire in your heart above all else. Then you get
caught in your own snare, which actually mutates
your genes:

“You shalt not make any graven image, or any
likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
under the earth: You shall not bow down [worship]
yourself to them, nor serve them: for I the LORD

your God am a jealous [the love of God] God, vis-
iting the iniquity of the fathers on the children to

the third and fourth generation of them that hate
me” (Exodus 20: 45). Your (spiritual) genes mutate
toward good or evil, depending on your way of life.
You are creatures of habit. Over time, your habits
become a way of life, just like taking drugs. You
become addicted.

Covenants

God gives many covenants, which are contracts
as in a court of law. Laws need to be kept perfectly
in order to be effective. The laws of God, when
transgressed, lead to His judgments and penalties.

Laws are given in a contract to allow for people
not being able to control themselves. Penalties are
called curses in the Bible. Some contracts are made

without any judgments
or curses and can only
dictate what each party
must do. God makes
these covenants with
honorable people who
are determined to do

what God wants them to do for their own good.

Israel’s Personal Covenant

“The LORD your God made a covenant with you
[Israel] in Horeb. The LORD made not this covenant
with our fathers [Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac,
Jacob], but with you, even you, who are all here
alive this day” (Deuteronomy 5:3).

The Old Covenant Law of Moses was made with
the Israelites only because they sinned (Galatians
3:19).

Paul asked the gentiles why they bothered serving
the Law. He said it was “added” because of “trans-
gressions” until Christ came, bringing the New Cove-
nant. Quite plain.

The Law of Moses was given only to criminals,
because they did not have a right heart (I Timothy 1:
6-11; Deuteronomy 5:29). God wished they had a
right heart so they could keep His commandments by
faith like Abraham (Genesis 26:5). Abraham needed
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no law and did, through faith, whatever God told
him. He was willing to offer his son Isaac as a sac-
rifice. He needed no specific covenant.

The Old Covenant clearly ended when Christ
came. In fact, the Law of Moses was to prove peo-
ple could not keep any law and, therefore, needed a
Savior (Galatians 3:24).

Their flesh was to make them realize the Messiah
would teach them to have faith like Abraham had.

Rebellious Children

The Law of Moses was supposed to bring the
Savior. However, the
people became steeped
in the Law of Moses
and its “works” such as
the Sabbath, Holy Days,
New Moons, etc. They
would do the rituals,
which pictured good things to come but could never
help them change their behavior. They were still
rebellious children. Read Isaiah 1. God was fed up
with the Holy Days, feasts, sacrifices and rituals and
no longer paid attention to Israel and Israel’s works.
The New Covenant, based on faith, was required. It
would eternally make them “perfect.” Only the Law
could make Israel righteous (Deuteronomy 6:25).

In the Old Covenant, righteousness was predicat-
ed on keeping the Law, rather than becoming like
God as His Son. Being like Christ (perfect) and hav-
ing the Commandments in your heart will give you
salvation.

How does perfection happen, besides from the
keeping of the Commandments? (Hint: Read all of
Matthew 19.)

Becoming perfect is a gift only God can bestow
on you, and it is not through any works you may do:
“With men this is impossible; but with God all
things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

Priesthood Changes the Law

When the priesthood changes, the Law changes

(Hebrews 7:12). Laws are made by God to accomplish
specific goals. Once completed, the New Covenant is
necessary to make you in the image of God. Christ said
He did not come to destroy the Law and the Prophets
but to fulfill, or complete, them (Matthew 5:17). Once
done, everything in the Law remains until heaven and
earth are new (Matthew 5:18).

Individuals either stay in the Law until the New
Heavens and the New Earth or they can grow spiri-
tually with the New Covenant, which makes them
“perfect.”

Covenants are agreements that God makes so you
can stay on the right path to be like Him. Each

covenant always gives
free choice, so humans
can have complete lib-
erty as God has.

Covenants restrict
some of the choices
that can lead you into

error or, ultimately, death. God loves you and always
provides a way in life. The high priest’s garments, in
each detail, witness the divine ability of Christ as
Melchizedek. Each piece he wears has a spiritual
connotation that Christ possesses. Christ became the
perfect High Priest when God gave Him His “glory.”

Israel’s Captivity

In Canaan, Israel had total free choice to live in
the ways of God. The Israelites chose not to follow
God and ended in captivity. They became slaves and
ended up as the Gentiles with their many gods.

So who was the most powerful god?
Israel, from the time they entered the Promised

Land, followed the pagan ways, although God
warned against doing so (Isaiah 1). They willingly
transgressed the Commandments God gave them.

Like any child warned not to do something who
then goes right ahead and does it, Israel dishonored
the Father. God was furious and had to make a
covenant that demanded total perfection or else they
were guilty and cursed. They needed to learn on
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their own that with laws and curses they could not
become perfect.

The Old Covenant was not designed for people
seeking God in their hearts but for unrighteous crim-
inals. Christians with the Holy Spirit want the Truth
and should be grateful to please God.

Now you understand why Israel wanted a king to
protect them and provide for their survival. They
were very carnal after being slaves in Egypt. They
believed they were victims.

God Is Rejected

Why did the nations choose to have a monarchy
rule them when there were so many alternatives?
Since the beginning,
each nation chose to
have a king.

Kings ruled because
that is what the people
wanted, and they add-
ed very important ben-
efits to each nation. From the beginning of man, a
Savior was promised to come and guarantee a para-
dise for everyone.

Each city-state and nation believed its ruler was a
king/priest and could be the Savior to bless the
whole world. Their mothers, therefore, were consid-
ered to be the Queen of Heaven. Their family was
considered the divine royal family from heaven.

Christians in Peter’s day believed the same thing:
“Receiving the end [aim] of your faith, even the sal-
vation of your souls [lives]” (I Peter 1:9). Peter told
those in modern-day Turkey about the Savior to come.

The Prophecy

The prophets of old predicted this (the coming of
the Savior) would happen (Hebrews 1:2). This mes-
sage from God was passed on through the Prophets,
Psalms (songs), Proverbs and traditions:

“Of which salvation the prophets have inquired
and searched diligently, who prophesied of the grace
that should come to you: Searching what, or what

manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in them
[prophets] [the Holy Spirit of God] did signify, when
it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the
glory that should follow. To whom it was revealed,
that not to themselves, but to you they did minister
[serve] the things, which are now reported to you by
them that have preached the gospel to you with the
Holy Ghost [Spirit] sent down from heaven; which
things the angels desire to look to” (I Peter 1:10-12).

This is amazing. The world knew all about Christ
from the beginning. They knew He would suffer and
pay for their sins and give grace through faith. It was
proclaimed to the world until the birth of the Mes-
siah. That is why the Wise Men from the East knew
this and came to witness His birth.

Even the angels and
the Prophets did not
know who He would
be or when He would
come. The Wise Men
from the East knew
only because of His

“star” (astronomy) appearing in the sky.
From the time of Eve’s sin, the Savior was antic-

ipated. Thus, Cain killed Abel. When Cain was
exiled, he still searched for the waters of the foun-
tain of life, but he never repented.

Historical Battle

This historical battle has continued ever since,
even to the present time. Satan, as a cherub, knew
the Messiah would be the royal Savior of the world.
Satan tries continually to be like God, and he
believes he should have been the savior of the world.

Now you scripturally, prophetically and histori-
cally know why, from the beginning, a monarchy
was chosen over every other form of government.
Every ruler wanted to be the Christ, since no one
knew when the Christ would come. Each world or
national ruler believed he might be the one.

Wars between city-states, nations and empires are
easily predictable when each ruler claims to be the
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chosen Son of God. Satan kept trying until Christ
defeated him in the wilderness. He is no longer
Satan the Deceiver, but now he is the devil, the
Destroyer. He comes as a roaring lion, attempting to
devour the people of God. Because he has a short
growth time, Satan had to stop any spiritual growth
of the people of God.

God the King Rejected

After Moses, Joshua and the elders died, Israel
became an anarchy. Israel enjoyed the “liberty” of
doing what was right in its own eyes (Judges 21:25).
If they needed a savior, God sent them a judge.

When Samuel, the prophet and priest, came
along, Israel was tired of not having a king to protect
them. They loved rul-
ing themselves, but
were worn out, espe-
cially from the Phili-
stines, while waiting
for a judge. They want-
ed to replace Samuel,
Israel’s last judge, with a human king.

Saul and Benjamin

Kish, the father of Saul, came from the tribe of
Benjamin and not from the tribe of Judah (I Samuel
9:1). Samuel was greatly disturbed because Israel
chose to replace him as judge and wanted Saul as
their king.

God told Samuel in a dream that He had chosen
Saul (I Samuel 9:16-17). It was believed Saul was
also a prophet (I Samuel 10:12).

Samuel warned the people of Israel they were
rejecting God as their Savior and protector in favor
of a man of their choice: “And all the people went to
Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before the
LORD in Gilgal and there they sacrificed sacrifices of
peace offerings before the LORD; and there Saul and
all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly” (I Samuel
10:19; 11:15).

God always gives free choice. Israel rejected God

as their King for a human king. Still, Samuel said, if
they would remain faithful to God then He would
watch over them and their human king. Read all of
I Samuel in detail.

Seek You the Lord

The Israelites rejected God as their King and not
Samuel: “Behold, you are old and your sons walk
not in your ways: now make me a king to judge me
like all the nations. But the thing displeased Samuel,
when they said, Give me a king to judge me. And
Samuel prayed to the LORD.

“And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken to the
voice of the people [free choice] in all that they say
to you: for they have not rejected you, but they have
rejected me, that I should not reign over them”(I

Samuel 8:57).
God is the King

over all and every-
thing.

He created every-
thing. God owns ev-
erything (Psalm 24).

God is King over all He creates, and that is final.
“Seek you the LORD while He may be found”

(Isaiah 55:6).
Why would a loving God require those He loves

to seek Him?
Obviously, any nation that wants to live on its

own without God, like Israel, will not listen to God.
Why would God try to force people to do what they
choose not to do?

It is similar to many schools in the world trying to
teach students who do not want to learn. They hate
school and tell everyone openly.

Freedom to Choose

Private schools do considerably better, because
the parents and children have a positive experience.
Most students in private schools look forward to
going to school, because they spend their own mon-
ey and choose to attend school. God is wasting His
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“time” fighting these rebellious children until they
want to learn from Him.

God does not want pain and suffering for any of
His children. God is long-suffering (II Peter 3). God
is willing to suffer for the good of everyone until
everyone comes to repentance.

Pain and suffering are the choice made by
mankind, just like Adam’s and Eve’s choice. Pain is
Satan’s doing through the free choice of mankind.
Fun is fun. Pleasure, however, is a free choice, no
matter what the pleasure of that person is.

Risky Fun

Risky fun can be pleasurable and desirable, and it is
your choice to make. Risk
leads to failure, along
with all its pain and dis-
appointments. The high-
er the risk, the greater
and more damaging it
can be in your life.

How much do you
need to suffer or lose before you are willing to learn?
Some must lose everything and bottom out.

How long are you willing to fail before you ask
for help? That is the question.

From Genealogy to Liberty

Over thousands of years, God has chosen care-
fully selected individuals who obeyed God of their
own free choice to be His people. Then, God has
given preference to the progeny of the faithful peo-
ple. It became a genealogical choice by God. “Kind
after kind.”

Covenants are contracts or agreements. Why
would God have so many covenants or changes in His
agreements? Christ said Christians should not have to
swear by a vow. Your yes should be yes and your no
no! (Matthew 5:37).

Covenants are more than commands from God.
They are methods of the teaching of God. God is
leading His people from one level to another so you

can become like Him. Each agreement between God
and His people is founded on their ability to learn
and become more like Him.

Pathway to the House of God

The process of the reproduction of God is not like
human sexual reproduction. Human sex is animalis-
tic and does not necessarily demand intelligence. God
reproduces Himself with well-defined goals. The
goal of God is to make everyone be like Him. God,
besides giving life, wants you to be just like He is.

Some families have children who vary widely
from each other. Each child comes from a single
sperm. Identical twins, obviously, are closer in like-
ness, because they come from the same sperm.

How can a family
live in the same house
in perpetual peace and
prosperity forever?
Children grow until,
finally, they come to
the stage where they
want to have their own

house. God must reproduce Himself so everyone can
always be in eternal bliss while living in the same
house. It is like an entire town comprised of one fam-
ily and loving it. Totally unique.

Covenants Are Specific

The House of God is enormous, with many man-
sions, but it is still one house. (Request the free book
God’s House). Everyone is together, but there is an area
for each person to have his own hopes, desires and
space. A family like this is not only exceptional, but
unique. God calls His people “peculiar” because they
are so rare. They are all royalty, and that is divine, but
the royal are hard to find. They are different from most
human families because they all want to come out of
darkness and be in the magnificent light of God forever.

Each contract God enters into has well-defined
goals and purposes. They are unique and have well-
defined requirements for the people of God to fulfill,
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because of mankind’s lack of abilities.
Noah’s contract with God was to keep the people

from causing violence and killing themselves. God
made two promises with Abraham. (1) They could
have the property given to them and, with it (2), came
blessings for them. When Israel sinned, God had to
remove the Promised Land from their original con-
tract and use an alternate way to enter His Promised
Land. They lacked the faith to enter His “property.”
Individuals must be legal citizens of the same culture.

They needed to circumvent the Land of God in the
wilderness and be taught faith through their free
choice. During their forty years in the wilderness,
they angered God ten times, causing that generation
to die in the wilderness.

When Israel had to
go into the wilderness
for one generation of
forty years, God changed
the “sign” of the Sab-
bath from a promise of
His “land in paradise” to a reminder of “coming out
of slavery.”

The Sabbath was a sign for the people of God
entering paradise (Exodus 20). But the sign of the
Sabbath was to remind them of when they came out
of slavery (Deuteronomy 5). The perfection of God
is amazing.

Joshua and the faithful like Caleb led an entirely
new generation to the Promised Land. They had to
prove their faithfulness right from the beginning in
Jericho.

Over the years, Israel waxed rich and chose to be
like the other Gentile nations, with a king of their own.
God still loved them and, as long as their king agreed
to obey God, they were still considered the people of
God. King Saul tried but, by relying on his own think-
ing, he ultimately failed and was replaced by David.

God’s Heart

From the heart of God, His intense, passionate
and jealous (Deuteronomy 5:9) heart, He wanted

His children, first and foremost, to love Him (Deu-
teronomy 6:5). Love is above any law or attribute,
because the love of God is eternal. Love fulfills
every law or covenant (Romans 13:10).

The heart of God is just as King David wrote
(Psalm 51). David was a terrible sinner, but his heart
was just like the heart of God.

If you have the heart of God, even when you sin
and immediately repent you must still pay penalties
like David paid. Then, as you accept the will of God,
He will eventually answer your prayers. But, as with
David, the penalties may continue. For example, his
son with Bathsheba died and he experienced war for
the rest of his life.

Whatever God deems best, you should willingly
accept. The teaching
methodology of God is
altered to meet the
needs of His student or
disciple. God never
quits teaching you.
Teaching is a profes-

sion and not merely a job. Knowledge does not qual-
ify anyone to teach. Wisdom and knowledge, how-
ever, give teachers the talent to teach.

Israel’s Kings

Saul failed to follow God, but King David, defi-
nitely, was a man after the heart of God.

Israel and Judah had their own kings and were
accepted by God. Israel and Judah experienced a
host of both good and evil kings. The love of God
for Israel caused Him, with each failing king, to
bring them a Godly king. When Israel and Judah
kept loving the lifestyle of the Gentile nations, God
gave them that way of life by sending them into cap-
tivity under the Gentiles. The Gentiles had many
gods and ignored the One True God.

Gentile Times

The Times of the Gentiles are very simple to
understand. The Gentile “times” are when God
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allows even His people to have their king. No Jewish
or Israelite kings are allowed until the Messiah
returns and conquers them during the Millennium.
Repentance opens the door of God to Truth.

The Millennium will teach the world how its
kingdoms should have been under the rule of God
all along. Everyone (both good and bad) will be
invited to the wedding feast of Christ, the Groom,
and His “bride.”

Prophetically, the Israelites cannot rule until the
Times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (Luke 21:24).
Israel cannot rule anytime during the Times of the
Gentiles. Their doing so would negate the reason
God allowed the Gentile kings to rule over Israel
and Judah.

This does not mean
some Israelites are not
involved in the Gentile
rule, as when Daniel sat
on King Nebuchadnez-
zar’s cabinet of advisers.
However, the rulers
must be of the Gentiles in order to fulfill this prophecy.

All Nebuchadnezzar had to do was acknowledge
that it was God Almighty who blessed him and his
rule. When the king took credit for the success by God,
his penalty was to become a wild maniac, a devouring
lion in the wilderness, for seven years. Once he came
to his senses and praised God for His accomplish-
ments, God blessed him and restored his rule.

God never forsakes His people or those in the
world, because His goal is to make everyone in the
image of Himself.

No Image Like Him

Why does God not want you to make any images
of Him? You are not to make a representation of
Him for a very important reason.

No one knows what God looks like, so any image
would be false and, therefore, an idol. It is a sin
according to the Commandments of God.

The Gentile kings ruled over the world, as long as

they believed God is always the One True Ruler. To
be equal to God, a person must be able to create
(from nothing) what God can.

All covenants with God must fulfill the intended
purpose of God. All kings must know where their
real power and rule are coming from. This must be
the belief of every king or ruler in order for God to
let him stay in power.

World Rule Without a God

From Nebuchadnezzar, king of neo-Babylon
(new Babylon), until the Renaissance and the Age of
Reason, God was always in the picture. The Renais-
sance was when humans wanted to rule without
God. From A.D. 1500 to this day, God is considered

dead and not really
needed. It is like in the
days of the judges
when each person did
what was right in his
own eyes. Even worse,
there were no judges
sent from God. God

was completely out of the picture, except for a rem-
nant of true believers.

Universities started to change from knowing God
created all things to accepting a new “god” called
science. Science allows people to guess and,
through mathematical probability, determine what is
right and what is wrong. Evolution was born, and
now everything is considered accidental.

Science did not need God and, thus, society was
left with those who claimed to know what was best for
everyone. You are following the politically correct,
who claim to know what is best for everyone else.

A World in Confusion

There has been revolution after revolution for the
last two thousand years, and most forms of monar-
chy have been removed.

The monarchies that have remained are far more
democratic and have very little authority.
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It is hard to find many Christians who are grow-
ing and maturing faithfully. As Christ asked, will
there be any faith or love when He returns? It is a
very good question.

Rulers of the People

Now you can begin to understand why God con-
fused the languages and separated the nations in the
days of Peleg. God knew globalization would result
in total confusion. When people have so many
opposing opinions, there will never be peace for
long. The end will be a worldwide war, which will
end in genocide. When you come to realize you need
God, you can be weaned off the disease of Babylon.

Eventually, after kings and monarchs were gone, a
new breed of rulers re-
placed the old. Who
were they?

Human nature, with-
out God, stepped in
with all its hypothetical
guesses.

As they used to say
in the Twenties, anything goes! Each human ruler,
even in a democracy, is chosen by the people to pro-
tect and save them.

Politically Correct

What is political correctness? Is it founded on fact
and truth? Of course not. It is based on who happens
to be the best salesman. It is dominated by those
who can convince others the most. Human rulership,
by the choice of people, is really bribery based on
who can provide the most. The winner is the one
who has the most money and is the best salesperson.

Rulers today buy their way in and claim they can
give the most to their country. The people, eventual-
ly, become slaves to their leaders. It sounds good at
first, but there is a real flaw in it. Like they say, there
are no free lunches.

There is one exception: God blesses all those who
have a humble heart and want to follow Him.

Any act done out of love cannot have any victims
or oppressed individuals. Demanding someone else
pay more than he has is ridiculous and foolish. The
rich steal from the poor, and the poor steal from the
rich. The poor always lose.

God is the richest in everything and in every way.
He is the only One who always gives the most and
loves the most, but it is only by His free choice. That
is real love, and it is not forced on anyone. Without
free choice, it would not be love or charity. Forced giv-
ing by law, from any government, is simply thievery.
No government, nonprofit organization or tear-jerking
television advertisements should receive any help.

Election Is a Contract

When someone is elected to be the leader of a
government, the result
is a binding legal con-
tract, no matter what
form of government.

Those who make
their choice through
an election are doing
so only if the person or

politician elected does what the voters really want.
Taking an oath of office is a legally binding contract.

For example, in the United States the Constitution
is the legal contract binding the elected one to his or
her oath. If the citizens elect a ruler, they are not
bound by what the elected one thinks; that is, the
elected one’s thoughts do not overrule the legal con-
tract of the Constitution.

If a property owner hires someone to cut the lawn
and he cuts only part, what the grass cutter thought
does not matter. What matters is what the owner
requested, since it is his property. Jesus, in the para-
ble of the money paid to workers, showed what is
fair and how contracts should legally stand.

Parable of the Penny

Christ’s “parable of the penny” is about a master,
or property owner, who hired workers by the hour.
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He offered each of them work for the entire day.
Some worked all day. But, because it seemed the

work would not be completed by the end of the day,
the employer offered the same penny to others to
work the rest of the day. So the first workers and the
last workers received a penny for their work. The
ones who worked all day claimed they should be
paid more, because they worked more hours. They
thought it was not fair to them.

A Penny for Your Work

Christ reminded them of their agreement to work
for the penny. So He said it was fair. Should not the
owner of the property be able to decide how much
he pays everyone for the work he wants done?

The workers thought
they were victims and
felt the owner was the
one who was guilty.
Not so, Jesus clearly
said. It was the owner’s
right to give and it was
fair. If they thought it
was not fair, they should not have taken the job.
Taking the job was their free choice.

How clear. It does not matter if the workers saw
the contract differently. What mattered was how the
property owner interpreted the contract (Matthew
20:1-16). The property owner should determine what
the agreement means and how he wants the job done.

Slippery Slope

The Constitution must always mean what it says
and not be subject to human interpretations. Once
interpretations are allowed, there is no valid Con-
stitution. It is anyone’s guess. Any new point of view
by a lawyer or politician negates the simple truth of
the Constitution. Then you have no Constitution,
only interpretations, which are guesses at best.

It is the same with the Word of God. No man
should interpret any part of the Bible. Every word of
God, what the Word of God says, is the only way to

the Truth. God Himself is the only One who can
teach you His Word and what it means.

God alone should be your King, because of His
great love for you and all His creation.

Most humans know their desires and goals. How-
ever, some do not know their own heart. Christ and
God know everyone’s heart.

In conclusion, no human knows what is good or
evil. That is why the world is in such confusion
today. God and Christ are the only Ones who know
good from evil. It is hard to find any two people in
the world who really know what true goodness is.

Whether king, ruler or government, there is no
one who can rule the world correctly. Only God and
His Son have the supreme intelligence to rule.
Whether you know it or not, mankind desperately

needs God and Christ.

God’s Kingdom

Archaeological his-
tory shows “the an-
cients” had kings and
a full royal host of
angels. They were

even told a future human, born of a woman, would
become King of Kings. Each dynasty ruled over the
world as the world’s human savior.

Human Reason

Human imagination ran amok and empires
worldwide claimed their king was the prophesied
one to bring paradise on earth.

Alexander the Great, from his birth, was taught
by his mother that he was the chosen one. After con-
quering Egypt and being crowned Pharaoh, he
pushed his conquests to India. He spread Greek cul-
ture everywhere he went, leaving generals to take
charge and implement Greco-Macedonian rule.

The Greeks became the wise of the world, and
individuals without a Greek education were con-
sidered to be the unlearned. In Roman days, they
were called “pagans”: uneducated country people.
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When Rome conquered the four ruling generals
after Alexander’s death, it claimed the inheritance
from the Greeks. After Rome fell, the Dark Ages
brought chaos and havoc to Europe, which al-
lowed the Muslims to take over the region from
Turkey to Spain.

They were defeated in time by the Crusades, and,
finally, new kings from the north like Charlemagne
and Napoleon became the new saviors to rule over
the area.

The Renaissance was the Age of Reason. The
thinkers of that age reasoned on their own and, all
the while, ignored God.

The politically cor-
rect were the new priest-
hood, and human sci-
ence was its god.

Satan’s Rule

Satan’s original goal
was to be equal with God and the true Messiah:
Christ (Isaiah 14:12-14; Ezekiel 28). Satan, as the
Prince of Tyre, was the real ruler of Babylon, con-
trolling all the world commerce with the Silk Road,
running from China to Europe.

This worldwide rule is from Asia to Europe. It is
exactly what is happening today.

However, today there is a route to the Americas.
These world rulers are not in charge, but Satan

has completed his purpose by replacing God on this
earth: “And having spoiled principalities and pow-
ers, he made a show of them openly, triumphing
over them in it” (Colossians 2:15).

What “principalities” did Christ defeat? “Let no
man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary
humility and worshiping of angels, intruding to
those things which he has not seen, vainly puffed up
by his fleshly mind” (Colossians 2:18).

False prophets interpreted the Bible as if they
knew everything about the heavenly host and the
host of angels, yet they never had contact with any
of them.

Christ knew His battle was with Satan and his
fallen angels. He defeated Satan in the wilderness
through His resurrection (Matthew 4).

Those who in vision went to the Third Heaven
saw paradise and heard unspeakable (hidden) words
that are not lawful for a man to utter (II Corinthians
12:27).

The triumph of Christ is over Satan and his de-
mons. It is not by human rulers or governments of
any form. Listen to what Paul said: “It is not expedi-
ent for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions
and revelations of the LORD” (II Corinthians 12:1).

How clear. The battle is not with human govern-
ments but with the fallen heavenly ones (Satan and

his angels).
Paul described his

human adversaries,
“For if he that comes
preaching another Je-
sus, whom you have
not preached, or if you

receive another spirit [Satan’s], which you have not
received, or another gospel, which you have not
accepted, you might well bear with him” (II Corin-
thians 11:4).

There was no doubt. Paul absolutely knew and
warned that the real fight was not with human rulers,
although subject to Satan, but with Satan himself
and his followers.

The Deceived World

Whether it be kings or any type of human rule, it
is the same scenario Satan played out with Eve in
the Garden.

Eve desired to rule herself by choosing to eat of
the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil.

When one is left to himself and decides every-
thing according to his own desires, this is human
nature.

Human gods as heroes and conquerors were
accepted as their messiah. No one was aware the
battle was really with Satan and his angels.
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The Thinkers of the Age
of Reason Ignored God
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False prophets interpreted the Bible
as if they knew everything about the

heavenly host and the angels, yet they
had no contact with any of them.
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The end result is too clear. When mankind idol-
izes its own human reasonings, it is a duplication of
what happened in the days of Noah.

The world was to continue as always (or so they
thought), but doom came on them suddenly.

When? When the Ark was completed, all but
Noah and his family drowned. The end of days, this
time, is predicated on when the Bride of Christ is
worthy to be the Wife of Christ (Revelation 19).

One more prophecy that has to be fulfilled is the
completion of the Rule of the Gentiles.

The Beast (wars) will turn against the Whore
(Babylon), and all civil society will fall apart with
the gathering at Armageddon to attack Jerusalem!
(Zechariah 14).

In the not too distant
future, God will have
to intervene again. The
world is drunk and
drugged in confusion,
with everyone blaming
others. All are victims
and do not know who the real culprit is. It is Satan
and his demons.

Prophecy Fulfilled

Daniel describes the end of days for the Gentile
rule without God:

“You, O king [Nebuchadnezzar], saw and behold
a great image [Babylon]. This great image, whose
brightness was excellent, stood before you; and the
form thereof was terrible. This image’s head was of
fine gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly
and his thighs of brass, His legs of iron, his feet part
of iron [strong] and part of clay [weak].

“You saw till a stone [cornerstone] was cut out
without hands [human], which smote the image on
his feet that were of iron [strong] and clay [weak like
dust] and broke them to pieces” (Daniel 2:31-34).

The united world will proclaim “peace on earth”
until suddenly it falls apart in a world war, with
everybody blaming everybody else.

Asians, Muslims and the rest of the world will
gather together for the Battle at Armageddon, and
everyone will blame Jerusalem as the main cause of
all the world’s trouble.

Christ’s Victory

Christ, the Messiah, becomes a great Mountain.
What is this Mountain?

“And in the days of these [ten] kings shall the
God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never
be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to
other people, but it shall break in pieces and con-
sume all these kingdoms and it shall stand for ever”
(Daniel 2:44).

These are the ten toes.
You have had a lesson in world history from the

beginning to the end.
Prophetically, you now
understand why man-
kind begins with kings/
priests and rulers to
make human deci-
sions. It is the best way

to govern the world without God.
Satanic rule, finally, ends in utter failure and de-

stroys itself by attempted genocide. Then Christ
returns with His angels and defeats Satan and his
followers (Revelation 19).

History Lesson

The true King defeats Babylon and ushers in the
Millennium of peace.

The way of God commences with the New
Heavens and on the New Earth and is followed by a
paradise eternally.

Mankind must begin to realize that only God and
Christ have a perfect plan, and Their blueprint is
ready to be finalized.

This could happen in your lifetime.
Do you really want to be on the sidelines missing

the opportunity of a lifetime?
This is a sober decision you must make. Do not

goof it up!
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A Sober Decision
That You Must Make
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Only God and Christ have a
perfect plan. Do you want to

be on the sidelines missing the
opportunity of a lifetime?
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800 gather for Feast at Lake of the Ozarks Notes and quotes

Master key
MONTREAL, Que., Canada—

In issue No. 152 of THE JOURNAL
(March 2013) Yves Peloquin
wrote in an essay titled “The

Master Key”
about the
chronology of
God’s plan.

He urged
readers to
keep an open
mind about
biblical chro-
nology.

“From the
Bible stories
that we know,”
he said, “God

has never kept man in the dark
about His plans.”

From Mr. Peloquin’s studies he
concludes that “the end time is
very close.”

He has updated his book
Ezekiel: The Master Key to
Unlock the Bible’s Chronology.
For a preview go to ezekielmas-
terkey.com.

Dr. Bacchiocchi at Logos
BELLINGHAM, Wash.—Logos

Bible Software announced Jan.
30, 2014, an addition to its Bible-
study computer programs based
on Bible Perspectives, by the
late Dr. Samuele Bacchiocchi.

The addition approaches Bible
research and understanding
from a Sabbatarian—specifically
a Seventh-day Adventist—view.

Dr. Bacchiocchi’s family has
partnered with Logos to offer his
best-selling book From Sabbath
to Sunday, and some of his other
works, in the Logos format.

Write promotions@logosmail.
com or visit logos.com.

Multiple languages
ARROYO GRANDE, Calif.—

Bob Thiel, founder and overseer
of the Continuing Church of
God, announced the CCG’s

magazine is
going out in
multiple lan-
guages:
English,
Spanish,
Tagalog,
Mandarin
Chinese and
Kishahili.

“We also
have a partial translation of the
January–March 2014 edition of
our Bible News Prophecy maga-
zine into the Telugu and French
languages,” Dr. Thiel told THE
JOURNAL.

An area of particular influence
for Dr. Thiel’s ministry is China.

“Chinese television has
frequently linked to our Web
sites the last few months,”
he said.

For more information go to
cogwriter.com.

Annual Petersen cookout
NORTH LAKELAND, Fla.—

The annual Petersen cookout
and picnic took place here Dec.
22, 2013, announced Bill
Harkins of the Auburndale
Church of God International.

Sixty-three of the brethren
gathered from six Church of God
groups, he said.

“Held annually at year’s end,
brothers and sisters from separat-
ed church groups meet together
for food, fun and friendly fellow-
ship with an uplifting Christian
atmosphere,” he said.

As the day’s end approached,
a spontaneous sing-along
broke out.

“We look forward to the day
when the physical church leader-
ship will help to mend the
divisions which keep us sepa-
rate,” he told THE JOURNAL.

No containing God
FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.—Lonnie

Hendrix, writing under the pen
name Miller Jones, has begun a
“conversation about the nature of
God” at godcannotbecontained.
blogspot.com.

“Too often rather than accept-
ing that we are made in the
image of God we’ve attempted
to remake God in our own
image,” Mr. Hendrix said.

Church of messengers
Rod Reynolds and members

of his family founded a church
fellowship in
August 2013
called Church
of God
Messenger.

Mr. Reyn-
olds’ Web site
gives details of
a Sabbath
service in the
Kansas City
area.

For more
information,

including Bible-related articles
and news, go to cogmes-
senger.org.

Guardian videos
PASADENA, Calif.—Jeannie

Dunlap announced Jan. 25,
2014, that Guardian Ministries
has live streamed video services
every Sabbath, starting at 10:30
a.m. Pacific time.

The Web site is daveantion.
com/livesermon.php.

Legacy graduation
CHIANG MAI, Thailand—The

ministry of Leon and Gloria Sex-
ton, Legacy Institute (known in
Thailand as Legacy Foundation),
held its seventh graduation cere-
mony Jan. 12, 2014, at the
Empress Hotel in Chiang Mai.

“We had five graduates,” Mr.
Sexton said: “Seng Aung, June
Seng Pan, Kart Ta Yin,
Atsadakon and Bancha.”

For more information see
Legacy’s Web site, legacyinsti-
tute.org.

Standing watch
SAN DIEGO, Calif.—Standing

Watch, published by the Church
of the Eternal God, has articles
on its Web site about demon
possession, Edward Snowden,
raising children in a Christian-
Jewish family and much more.

Visit eternalgod.org.
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This is the third installment of reports
for the 2013 Feast, which was observed
by most Church of God members from
the evening of Sept. 18 through Sept. 26
(counting the Last Great Day, Great
Last Day or Eighth Day).

Mr. Bacon is a long-time Church of
God member living in Prescott, Ariz.

By Mike Bacon

LAKE OF THE OZARKS, Mo.—
The Season of Our Joy (SOOJ)
Feast of Tabernacles site at the

Lake of the Ozarks grew beyond its
proverbial britches in 2013 with
almost 800 people attending.

Registration was closed about two
months before the Feast, which ran

from the evening
of Sept. 18.

A t t e n d a n c e
was so high that
some people had
to be turned away.

Near capacity
Although Camp

Windermere can
a c c o m m o d a t e
1,500 people on

its expansive and parklike grounds
(lodges, a motel, cabins large and
small, camping, RVs), its main assem-
bly hall was at near capacity in its
SOOJ configuration.

Season of Our Joy is an indepen-
dent festival site. It reaches out to all
Torah-keeping people including the
Churches of God, Messianics and
Hebrew-roots communities of be-
lievers.

Numerous new people attended
SOOJ this year, some who had never
before attended the Feast of Taberna-
cles. They were a new cadre of folks

who were not reserved about their
beliefs but willing to share them.

40 percent age 19 or younger
It’s an exciting fact that about 40

percent of attendees in 2013 were kids
up to the age of 19.

New memories were made espe-
cially with the teens and the 17 activi-
ties that were scheduled just for them.

SOOJ is not a gray-haired festival

site where old memories are remi-
nisced. (Please note the writer is gray-
haired himself.)

Peaceful home
“Building Strong Families in Trou-

bled Times” was the festival theme.
Some 40 percent of the more than 60
presentations were given with that
theme in mind.

Messages included topics ranging
from “The Hebrew Wedding Pattern”
to how men can become “perfect hus-
bands.”

There were also messages pertain-
ing to child rearing, controlling anger,
biblical modesty, the Torah in the work-
place, having a peaceful home, build-
ing Torah-based fellowships with love,
and many more.

Festival organizers included Tim
Kelley of Hawkins, Texas, and Mark
Roth of Homer, Alaska, both of whom
are former WCG members; Ron Mc-
Kown of Lorena, Texas, former
Church of God International member;
and Lee Miller from Virginia, a former
Southern Baptist.

Biblical walk
These four organizers and their

wives coordinate the volunteers for
the many festival activities each year.

Teaching the biblical walk is the
major focus of SOOJ. In 2013 the total
number of speaking sessions was near-
ly doubled (from 34 to more than 60)
to accommodate the increased atten-
dance and levels of spiritual growth
and interest among the attendees.

Don’t wait
For those thinking about attending,

don’t think too long. Register early at
sooj.org to reserve the best housing.

Mike Bacon

Rod Reynolds

Did Einstein and HWA have Asperger’s?
were baptized in the wrong name?

I suggest the real formula is not so
simple, although it is simply stated in
Micah 6:8:

“God has shown what is good
and what He requires: to do justly,
love mercy and work humbly with
Him.”

Moreover, in the light of the New
Testament, there’s also Matthew 7:12:
“Whatever you want people to do to
you, do also to them, for this is the
Law and the Prophets.”

By the way, I still claim we all need
therapy and should continue the
struggle to have a sound mind.

A diabetic’s diet is a far better diet
than the average person has. There-
fore we may be able to improve the
quality of our diet by considering the

diabetic’s. In other words, we may
learn from the therapy and advice
given for a condition we do not have.

I am not saying any of us has or
does not have Asperger’s syndrome.
But all of us could benefit by consid-
ering the suggested self-helps for the
syndrome.

Awkward situations
Asperger’s is characterized by sev-

eral manifestations from a list of pos-
sible symptoms including significant
awkwardness in social situations.

Aspergers may be overachievers or
underachievers—or overachievers
and underachievers.

Smart people like Albert Einstein,
Thomas Jefferson and Herbert Arm-
strong may have had Asperger’s.

Lonnie may think some people are

criticizing him because he has come
to see his approach as flawless. Ob-
viously some do not agree.

The Scriptures say we should over-
come evil with good.

Whether we see gays as evil or
normal, we might do well as Chris-
tians to consider gays with the same
brotherly concern we want Christ to
consider us with.

Like a speech club
I just love THE JOURNAL’s open fo-

rum, whether it publishes my stuff or
not. Commenting pro and con is like
a speech-club evaluation. It needs to
be as positive as we can make it.

Some have forgotten their training
in Spokesman Club or Ambassador
Club, or maybe it just seems that way
to me.

Continued from page 3

THE GATHERING CONTINUES—Feast-
goers attend an evening social event at a
Lake of the Ozarks, Mo., site in Sep-
tember 2013. See Mike Bacon’s report on
this page. [Photo courtesy SOOJ]

Yves Peloquin


