
By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—A former
pastor in the Worldwide Church
of God and native of South

Africa declared in a sermon here Dec.
14, 2013, that Nelson Mandela was
“transformed” by his years in prison.

Daniel Botha of the Dallas, Texas,
suburb of Rockwall, said a few days
after Mr. Mandela’s death in a sermon
at the Church of God Big Sandy that
the first black president of South
Africa had changed.

He had been a terrorist but became
a man of peace as a result of his incar-
ceration of almost three decades.

Mr. Mandela, seen by many people
as the elder statesman of planet earth,
died Dec. 5 at age 95. Beginning be-
fore his imprisonment in 1964, he led
the fight in his country to overthrow
the institution of apartheid.

Apartheid, or racial segregation, re-
fers specifically to the policy of forced
separation and political and economic
discrimination against non-European
groups in the Republic of South Africa.

Apartheid was the law of the land
in that country from 1948 until 1990,
the year Mr. Mandela got out of prison.

Friendly terms
Mr. Botha, born in South Africa in

1943, was on friendly terms with his
fellow Afrikaners as well as South
Africans of British descent and black
and “colored” (mixed-race) people
and residents of Indian descent.

He served as a pastor in the WCG
for many years after graduating from
the Bricket Wood, England, campus
of Ambassador College in 1967.

He met his wife, the former Helen
Burchill, a native of Australia, during
their AC years. They married in 1967.

Whites with no idea
Mr. Botha watched the televised

memorial service for Mr. Mandela,
which took place in Johannesburg in
a soccer stadium only a few miles
from where he and Mrs. Botha had
lived for 20 years before coming to
the United States.

“That stadium is just outside So-
weto,” he said. “Soweto almost sounds
like an African name, but it’s not. So-
weto came from South West Township.”

The South African government
designated the township for black
Africans “on the other side of mine
dumps,” Mr. Botha said. “For many
years you could talk to whites in
Johannesburg about Soweto and they
had no idea where Soweto was.”

Though many whites had no idea
where Soweto was, “there were hun-
dreds of thousands of people living
there,” he said.

Four U.S. presidents
As Mr. and Mrs. Botha watched the

memorial service, attended by about
80,000 people including four U.S.
presidents, “I kind of reflected be-
cause I know the whole story from
way back in history, the start of the
African National Congress and even
before that.”

Before the Sabbath service in Big
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Several people who until recent-
ly were members of the Church
of God an International Com-

munity (CGIC), headed by David
Hulme and headquartered in Pasa-
dena, Calif.,
convened a
m i n i s t e r i a l
conference on
Dec. 30, 2013.

Information
about the meet-
ing was posted
at a Web site
recently set up
by the confer-
ees. The site
(thefatherscall.org) posted a summa-
ry statement:

“Nine ministers and their wives
gathered together in conference De-
cember 30, 2013, through January 3,
2014.

“The retreat focused on: the need
for a proper understanding of the
governance established by our
Creator and our Father through the
family relationship, and the need for
reconciliation between the ministry
and the members or flock that our
Father has called.”

Communication with David Hulme
The site featured a letter the con-

ference participants had sent to Mr.
Hulme that was signed by Ted
Budge and Brian Orchard.

In it Mr. Orchard and Mr. Budge
made a reference to an earlier meet-
ing with Mr. Hulme:

“Following our meeting on Tues-
day, December 24th, you suggested
some additional time for each of us
to see what God would have us to do
in order to move forward.”

The two men mentioned they had
presented “two vital issues” to Mr.

Hulme with the stated intent “to
begin the process of reconciliation.”

They listed the two issues as (1)
“the marriage/family model of God’s
government” and (2) “a ministerial
conference.”

The men also repeated their re-
quest for a “follow-up session” with
Mr. Hulme.

Who were the nine?
The nine conferees included Mr.

Budge, Mr. Orchard and two other
men who recently exited the CGIC.

Mr. Hulme had disfellowshipped
Steven Andrews, who had served as
corporate secretary-treasurer, chief
financial officer and general counsel
of the CGIC, on Nov. 17 and Peter
Nathan, who had resigned on Dec. 2.

(See “David Hulme Disfellow-
ships S. Andrews; P. Nathan Quits”
on page 1 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.)

The other five men listed as hav-
ing attended the conference were
Stephen Elliott, Bill Hutchison, Bob
Radzaj, Marshall Stiver and Cliff
Veal.

Letter to interested members
The nine ministers who participat-

ed in the conference posted a letter
describing the five “steps” they aimed
to take because of the conference:

Form an advisory committee.
Provide weekly Sabbath ser-

vices to begin Jan. 4, 2014, and week-
ly Bible studies via Internet confer-
encing beginning on Jan. 10.

Schedule a postconference re-
cap meeting.

Invite interested people to fast
at a time yet to be determined.

Provide a transitional Web site
(thefatherscall.org) to supply infor-
mation and recorded messages.

Nine ministers leaving CGIC
hold organizational conference

South Africa native says Nelson Mandela forsook
his terrorist methods and became a man of peace

Afew issues from now THE
JOURNAL plans to list con-
tact information, locations

and dates of the Feast of Taber-
nacles observances for 2014.

You're invited to send your in-
formation to THE JOURNAL at P.O.
Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A., or info@thejour-
nal.org. Or fax it to 1-888-488-
6603.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.

It is best to include all nine days
in the date.

For example, many observanc-
es this year will fall from Oct. 8
through Oct. 16. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

The Journal’s
Feast listing
coming up

REMEMBERING NELSON MANDELA—Daniel Botha of Rockwall, a Dallas, Texas,
suburb, paid tribute to former president of South Africa Nelson Mandela in a sermon
on the Sabbath of Dec. 14, 2013, at the Church of God Big Sandy. Mr. Botha, shown
here with his wife, Helen, is a native of South Africa who is knowledgeable about its
history and politics. See “South Africa Native Says Nelson Mandela Changed His
Terrorist Methods and Became a Man of Peace,” beginning on this page of THE

JOURNAL. [Photo by Bernie Monsalvo]

By Dave Havir

David Hulme, president of the
Church of God an Interna-
tional Community (CGIC),

headquartered in Pasadena, Calif.,
disfellowshipped Steven Andrews.
Mr. Andrews served the CGIC as cor-
porate  secre-
tary-treasurer,
chief financial
officer and gen-
eral counsel.

In a “letter of
concern” dated
Nov. 13, 2013,
Mr. Andrews ad-
dressed a va-
riety of subjects
with Mr. Hulme.

After Mr. Hulme received the let-
ter, he disfellowshipped Mr. Andrews
on Nov. 17, relieving him of all his
church responsibilities on Nov. 18.

The church president announced
the disfellowship to the congregations
at Sabbath services on Nov. 23.

Since that time, several other min-
isters have also ceased to be a part of
the CGIC, which Mr. Hulme and

associates founded in 1998. One of
those is Peter Nathan of Pasadena.

Announced resignation
In a letter to CGIC members dated

Dec. 7, 2013, Mr. Hulme announced
the resignation of Mr. Nathan.

“It is with much regret that I write
to let you know that Mr. Peter Nathan
has resigned from the employment of
the Church,” Mr. Hulme wrote. “ We
had a conversation on Monday, De-
cember 2 . . .

“It appears that Mr. Nathan has
developed differing views on govern-
ment in the Church. I pointed out to
him that his views are incompatible
with the Church’s teaching and it be-
came clear that he could not continue
in his role as church pastor.

“While I had hoped that he would
change his views, he chose rather to
resign. Reluctantly, I therefore accept-
ed his resignation.”

Speak the same thing
Mr. Hulme ended his letter by cit-

ing two Bible verses.

David Hulme disfellowships
S. Andrews; P. Nathan quits

CGI invites Aaron Dean to speak at its HQ
By Dixon Cartwright

TYLER, Texas—Aaron Dean of
Cincinnati, Ohio, informed
THE JOUR-

N A L t h a t  t h e
United Church
of God (UCG),
of which he is a
member, is find-
ing ways to co-
operate with the
Ty l e r - b a s e d
Church of God
International.

One of the
ways the cooper-
ation manifested recently was Mr.
Dean, who serves as the UCG’s in-

ternational adviser, speaking Nov.
30, 2013, to the headquarters congre-
gation of the Church of God Interna-
tional (CGI).

The two churches are also cooper-
ating to help victims of the typhoon
in the Philippines in November.

Mr. Dean, an elder and former UCG
treasurer, said the two churches are
also seeking other ways to cooperate
with each other.

He told THE JOURNAL how the
speaking invitation came about.

Far-flung groups
“Since I recently was appointed as

international adviser for UCG, I was
encouraged to look into ways to co-

operate with other groups in far-flung
areas,” he said.

“I was going to be in Texas visit-
ing family for Thanksgiving, so I
took advantage of the opportunity to
visit with Charles Groce and Vance
Stinson of the Church of God In-
ternational.”

Conversation about gospel
Mr. Dean said both church orga-

nizations are interested in “preaching
the gospel” and serving church mem-
bers.

“Earlier in the week [before the
church service] I had a very enjoy-
able visit with Charles and Vance

Aaron Dean

David Hulme

See FOR BETTER OR WORSE, page 4

See CGIC CRISIS, page 8

Steven Andrews

See CGI, UCG FOCUS, page 8



CGIC happenings

Ihave just learned of the most re-
cent developments in the Church
of God an International Com-

munity [CGIC] organization. [See the
related articles beginning on page 1 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.]

As you know, I used to be a very
active member in it once upon a time.
In fact, it was I who suggested its name
in a letter and that is how it got the
name. In fact, I was one of the founders
of that organization in Europe.

However, I constantly faced all
kinds of obstructions coming from
David Hulme. Eight years ago I was
silently removed from it by the order of
David Hulme. The reason was that I
maintained contact with various Sab-
bath-keepers and I refused to be fenced
into the boundaries of the CGIC.

Anyway, my point is not to dwell
on David Hulme and his fallacies. I
would rather say a word of condo-
lence to the grieving brethren.

I was strictly forbidden eight years
ago to communicate with anyone from
that organization. So what is going on
right now with other members is what
I experienced eight years ago. There-
fore I empathize with their pain and
sorrow.

If I could offer a comforting word,
an encouraging comment, an opti-
mistic statement, that would be fine
with me. I will be happy to answer
any questions in that regard.

One major change that happened
with my beliefs is that I have rejected
entirely the hierarchical “government
of God” concept and, over the years,
especially from 2009, I have strength-
ened my belief about Israel.

Sasha Veljic
holocaust.memorial.society

@gmail.com
Novi Sad, Serbia

Nonlaw to reign
The following is a follow-up on the

“Sodom” theme in articles [in JOUR-
NAL issue No. 155] by Lonnie Hendrix
and [in issue No. 156] responses to
Lonnie’s article.

Regarding the Lonnie Hendrix,
Bernie Monsalvo, Phil Griffith, David
Froloff and Reginald Killingley com-
ments and some letters in issue No.
156, two points:

Sodom was likely much as many
people view San Francisco today: a
haven for homosexuality, though the
majority of its citizens are heterosexu-
al, with the latter turning their backs
and not standing up for the law but
allowing nonlaw to reign over them.

Homosexuality, according to the
law, is not acceptable. Thus if a people
allows homosexuality to be accepted
in its midst, then that people itself is
breaking the law.

Where in the law does it say homo-
sexuality is acceptable? Where does it
say those who have such proclivities
are to be accepted to be righteous, ac-
cording to the dictates of the law?

For that matter, where in the law
does it tell us it is okay for men to
have permission to modify the law to
suit their own weird desires? Where
does it say it is okay for homosexuals
to add their law to the law?

The law, and Scriptures related to
the law, tells us about those who were
homosexuals in Old Testament times.
Lest anyone say “Yes, but the New
Testament says . . . ,” I will use a scrip-
ture from the New Testament, Mat-
thew 19:12:

“. . . And some have made them-

selves eunuchs [or no longer having
sexual desires] for the Kingdom of
Heaven’s sake”! This means both men
and women!

Ray E. Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net

Lincoln, N.D.

The priesthood
Regarding the letter from Ray Daly

in issue No. 156 (Nov. 30, 2012)
[titled “Review of JOURNAL No. 155”]:

I agree that Mr. Daly may be right
about there being no women in the
Old Testament priesthood of Aaron,
but the judges like Deborah “sat in
Moses’ Seat” (Matthew 23:2), and
Moses was over the priesthood, right?

And there were women prophets
(e.g., Miriam, Exodus 15:20; Hulda, 2
Chronicles 34:22; to whom Josiah
sent the priesthood to find out the
word of God, etc.).

In the New Testament, and you may
not want to print this for those males
with superiority complexes, according
to 1 Peter 2:9 the entire church is “the
Royal Priesthood” of God.

Myra McQueen
Via the Internet

At home studying
Thanks for your hard work on THE

JOURNAL! When we are keeping the
Sabbath at home studying, I love to
read THE JOURNAL. I feel like I am
talking to brethren.

Amelia Haynes
Juliette, Ga.

Restaurants as prophets? You decide
During the ’80s a well-known evan-

gelist in the Worldwide Church of
God toured congregations around the
world, giving long talks with color-
slide presentations.

For several years he spoke of a cer-
tain restaurant in Pasadena, Calif. It
was railroad-themed and near the Am-
bassador College campus.

The dining areas of the restaurant
were in railroad cars on a section of
railroad track. The cars included a
caboose and several boxcars. It was
named The Loose Caboose.

Starting in 1972 a committee of
theologians started compiling a series
of papers on new understandings of
theological issues, placing them into a
loose-leaf binder and supplying each
minister with a copy.

The endeavor produced the Syste-
matic Theology Project (STP).

Some of the old-timer ministers
believed this project “watered down
the truth” and in 1974 the pastor gen-

eral disbanded it and had
the books destroyed.

About the same time,
The Loose Caboose
was having financial
problems and went
under new manage-

ment, changing its
name to The Right Track.
The above-mentioned

evangelist took the name
change as prophetically
significant in regard to the
WCG. He believed the
STP had been a step in the
wrong direction and stated

that the WCG had been like a “loose
caboose, running around willy-nilly,
often leaving the track,” but, having
changed direction, was again “on the
right track.”

The restaurant continued as The
Right Track for a year or so but was
still unprofitable. So it closed, the rail-
road cars were removed, the track was
torn out, and the building was taken
down and its foundation removed.

From then on we heard no more
from that evangelist about “the proph-
ecy according to restaurants.”

We all know about the changes in
the WCG after that. All three of the
AC campuses were closed and sold. A
WCG under different management
persisted for a few years, and then that
name was changed, at least in the
U.S.A. and most countries.

Now we have the news that parts of

the Pasadena campus have been de-
molished, the foundations torn out,
and demolition of other parts of the
campus planned. [See a related news
item and photograph in “Notes and
Quotes,” on page 40 of this issue of
THE JOURNAL.]

Even the first college building, the
library, has been demolished.

Could it be there was any validity
to the concept of “prophecies accord-
ing to restaurants”?

In my opinion, no way! The notion
was silly from the beginning! But you
decide.

Robert Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.

Democracies as we know them
In your last issue (No. 156) Ray

Daly disagreed with what I wrote that
there were no democracies as we
know them in the Bible. He cited the
time of the judges as an example.

Judges 2:16 states that God raised
up judges. God Himself was Israel’s
ultimate Judge and Deliverer (Judges
11:27; and see 8:23, where Gideon, a
judge, insists the Lord was Israel’s
ruler at the time).

The people did not vote like mod-
ern democracies. Therefore, in my
opinion this was not a true democracy
as we know it. God guided the Is-
raelite people. Too bad they were bull-
headed and didn’t listen.

In my opinion, that was a perfect
form of government. Too bad the
United States doesn’t have the form of
government that existed in the time of
the judges. If it had, our country
wouldn’t be in its present mess.

Speaking of voting, let me open
another can of worms. Many COGs
don’t allow their members to vote in
public elections.

Their reasoning seems valid until
we investigate and find they are quot-
ing passages out of context and opin-
ions of religious pundits.

It is a real stretch to state that the
Bible prohibits public voting. Herbert
Armstrong recommended not voting
for COG members. Mr. Armstrong
may have been a great man, but he
changed his mind very often.

Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

Who are we to condemn?
Notice that Jesus said Judas was

appointed to do what he did “from the
beginning.” In John 6:64 in God’s di-
vinely inspired, holy Scripture, it says
that “Jesus knew from the beginning
. . . who should [would] betray him.”

God’s purpose and plan were laid
out in “Christ Jesus before the world
began” (2 Timothy 1:9).

Think about it. If God in His plan
of salvation preappointed Judas to do
what he did, who are we to condemn
Judas to burn in hellfire?

It is God’s decision that counts, and
God is merciful. His mercy endures
forever (Psalm 106:1; 107:1).

“And Jesus said of them which
Thou [God the Father] gavest Me
have I lost none” (John 18:9).

Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.

Eating your cake
Paul and Micki Herrmann asked in

a letter a while back, “What do you
think God wants us to do?”

I think their question has a simple
answer, and it is not so much about
obedience. Rather, we need to get our
priorities right.

Christianity has spent 2,000 years
making trivialities into priorities and
priorities into trivialities. May I sug-
gest an example?

In Matthew 26:41, Mark 13:33, Luke
21:36, Colossians 4:2, Revelation 3:3
and other places the scriptural writers
say, “Watch world news.”

Or do they?
After reading such biblical com-

ments, I wonder how anyone could
get the idea that watching world news
is a Christian priority.

The way some preach, we might
wonder how Abraham was a friend of
God without TV, newspapers and
Time magazine.

We might do well to concentrate on
things with better promises and rewards.

It is not appropriate for such a letter
as this to give endless examples of
how the Bible’s heroes were not all
that obedient all the time. But let us
consider one.

1 Corinthians 1:17: “For Christ sent
me not to baptize, but to preach the
gospel: not with wisdom of words,
lest the cross of Christ should be made
of none effect.”

If Paul wasn’t sent to baptize, then
why was he doing it early on? Was it
only because he saw someone else
doing it?

In the Gospel of John it seems that
John isn’t teaching baptism. Remem-
ber, Jesus said they would be led:

“When, however, the Spirit comes,
who reveals the truth about God, he
will lead you into all the truth.

“He will not speak on his own
authority, but he will speak of what he
hears and will tell you of things to
come” (John 16:3, GNB).

This sound as though some could

have been setting some poor examples
early on. Some seem to believe we
had all truth from the Garden of Eden
or Moses.

The COGs are like the rest of the
world, and their religion revolves
around seasonal observances and ritu-
als while they fight over who gets to
control the social amenities and enjoy
the most benefits.

Is that what true religion is all about?
It may well be that we can’t have

two priorities and that is why there is
so much love lost among the COGs.
We can’t have your cake and eat it too.

Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

New world order
Please renew my subscription to

THE JOURNAL for another year.
I really like the variety of subjects

and articles you present, especially the
“Now and New World Order” by Jan
Young in each issue. He gives a world
of information for thought and real
eye-opening subjects regarding the
world today.

Marinda Holliman
Jacksonville, Ark.
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Mr. Hendrix was baptized into the
Worldwide Church of God in 1978
and currently attends Church of God
International services.

By Lonnie C. Hendrix

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.—My
article “Ezekiel: Sins of Sodom
Were Not About Sex” (issue No.

155 of THE JOUR-
NAL, dated Sep-
tember-October
2013)  ref lects
some of my opin-
ions on the sub-
ject of sex.

The ar t ic le
does not reflect
the views of a
majority of Chris-
tians on the sub-
ject, including
most of those in Grace Communion
International (formerly the Worldwide
Church of God), the General Con-

ference of Seventh Day Baptists or the
Church of God International (groups
this writer has been associated with in
some fashion at one time or another).

Please note also that the act of pub-
lishing an article is not the equivalent of
an endorsement of its contents. I am
confident that JOURNAL publisher Dixon
Cartwright prints a great many things
he does not personally agree with.

Further, although the above-refer-
enced article makes absolutely no
statement on the subject of gay mar-
riage, the Seventh Day Baptists in
their 2003 conference strongly af-
firmed “that the Divinely instituted
union of marriage is solely between a
man and a woman.”

This statement was reaffirmed by
their conference of the following year.

The brief biographical note that ap-
peared at the beginning of my article
was not intended to embellish my cre-
dentials for writing what followed. I
provided it at the behest of the editor

and publisher to briefly acquaint the
readers with my religious background.

No uniformity of belief
Of course, many of the institutional

statements of Christian organizations
do not reflect the views of all of their
members. Unanimity and uniformity
of belief have never been achieved by
any of these groups.

Indeed, unanimity was never the
reality in the WCG, as even a passing
familiarity with the history of that
church demonstrates.

A case in point: The Seventh Day
Baptists “consider liberty of thought
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit
to be essential to Christian belief and
practice” (from the introduction to
their statement of belief).

This remarkable declaration contin-
ues: “Therefore we encourage the un-
hindered study and open discussion of
scripture. We uphold the individual’s
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Columns and commentary
Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—One of my
friends recently asked me if I
knew of some good informa-

tion about the subject of disfellow-
ship.

Not only did I seek to share infor-
mation that was already written, I
decided to write about the subject here
in THE JOURNAL.

I would like to begin this article by
saying the following:

From 1974 to 1995 I was a leader
in a church organization that indulged
in the practice of disfellowship.

In 1995 I was disfellowshipped
from that same church organization.

My views about disfellowship
have changed through the years.

Altered view
Looking back to 1995, there was a

crisis in the church organization where
I was employed. While I don’t want to
rehearse the details of that situation at
this time, I do want to tell you my
reaction to the circumstances.

The question I asked myself was:
How did this crisis happen?

The conclusion to that matter came
in the form of two questions.

What is the church?
What is a minister?

The answers to those two questions
had a profound effect upon much of
my view of religion.

The answers to those two questions
had a profound effect upon my view
of disfellowship.

What is the church?
Here are some of my previous

ideas that I erroneously had
about the Church of God.

I previously believed that
the church organization where
I resided was the “only true
church.”

I previously believed
that the Church of God was
limited to the membership of
the church organization where
I resided.

I previously believed
that leaving that church or-
ganization meant heading toward the
lake of fire.

Lessons learned
Here are some of the lessons that I

learned about the Church of God.
The Church of God is a spiritual

body.
The Church of God is not defined

by association with any church orga-
nization.

Church organizations use the
fear of the lake of fire to control peo-
ple: to keep people attending their or-
ganization.

What is a minister?
Here are some of my previous ideas

that I erroneously had about the “min-
istry.”

I believed that God’s government
on earth was to be found within the
hierarchy of the church organization I

had been a part of.
I believed in a clergy-class

system where the clergy had
spiritual authority over the

flock.
I inadvertently placed

church leaders between
me and Jesus Christ.

More lessons
Here are some of the lessons

that I learned about the “ministry.”
God’s government on earth

is found within the family: 1
Corinthians 11:3.
The word minister means ser-

vant. It is listed as one of the seven
gifts of Romans 12:6-8.

A minister (second gift) has no
rank, just as giving (fifth gift) has no
rank, leading (sixth gift) has no rank
and showing mercy (seventh gift) has
no rank.

Christ condemned leadership
that exercised dominion and authority
over other people (Matthew 20:25)
and clearly said His disciples would
be servants (verses 26-28).

Here are some thoughts about disfellowship

“The secret of a good sermon is to have a good
beginning and a good ending, and have the two as

close together as possible.”—George Burns

Mr. Armstrong speaks out
on the new morality

The writer was pastor general of
the Worldwide Church of God until
his death, in 1986. This article is
reprinted from The Plain Truth, the
WCG’s flagship magazine, for the
week ending July 12, 1975. It ran
under the headline “And Now . . .
Homosexuals Allowed to Wed.”

By Herbert W. Armstrong

“Give them an inch and
they’ll take a mile” is only
too true when the “inch”

is in the wrong direction.
After World War I, morals in this

world began to deteriorate. After
World War II, they called this moral
deterioration the “NEW MORALITY.”
That, of course, was a play on words
for the world to “kid itself” that
gross immorality was perfectly ac-
ceptable morally.

You may call a leopard a house
cat, but it still hasn’t changed its
spots. Since the catchphrase “new
morality” caught on, gross immoral-
ity has won public acceptance as
being right!

Humanity off track
In the book of Genesis the inci-

dent of the “forbidden fruit” is re-
corded.

Of course that’s the point at which

humanity jumped the track of sanity
and embarked on the way that has
brought on this world all its woes
and evils.

Right there humanity took to it-
self the decision—that is, the
KNOWLEDGE—of what is GOOD and
what is EVIL.
P r o f e s s i n g
themselves to
be wise, hu-
m a n s  h a v e
made them-
selves fools.

So in this
end-time 20th
century we keep
going from bad
to worse.

License to sin
Homosexuality today has its

champions.
They have worked hard and long

to justify this evil and win public
acceptance in a deceived world,
bringing on itself frightful evils.

In Los Angeles a “church” for ho-
mosexuals has been established.
And recently, in Boulder, Colo., two
male homosexuals from Colorado
Springs obtained a license to wed.
And there was no fanfare.

See NO MAN OR CHURCH, page 6

Is it better to do what’s right or
what’s wrong in our own eyes?

The writer, who likes studying the
Bible to learn how to live, resides in
Victoria with his wife and best friend,
Linza. Mr. Feil is a business consul-
tant and accountant. He completed
the pastoral-ministry program of
studies offered by Lifespring School
of Ministry, operated by the General
Conference of the Church of God
(Seventh Day). Mr. Feil likes reading
and provoking people to think.

By Gordon Feil

VICTORIA, B.C., Canada—I
read Lonnie Hendrix’s article
“Ezekiel: Sins of Sodom Were

Not About Sex” in the 155th number
of THE JOURNAL (dated September-
October 2013) with interest.

(It would have to have been with
interest for me to read an article of
that length.)

In response, I shall dash off a few
comments at which the typical reader

of THE JOURNAL will be sure to hoot.
I agree that Christian doctrine,

Church of God
included, has
been informed
by cultural ex-
pectations and
by the prefer-
ences of the
people framing
the doctrines.

Tempted in
all points

For example, while we are re-
minded that Christ was “in all points
tempted as are we,” I think that the
people doing the reminding usually
aren’t contemplating urges that they
themselves do not have.

So, when we read that when Jesus
looked at the rich young ruler “He

The writer is a longtime Church of
God member who attended with the
WCG until 1994. He lives in Missouri
near the Lake of the Ozarks.

By John Sash

OLEAN, Mo.—In view of the
ongoing discussion in THE
JOURNAL

about the canon
and the nature of
the Bible, why
not just ask God
about the canon?

Reason and
logic are price-
less gifts from
God. A famous
French philoso-
pher stayed a
year in a cave to
contemplate the
deep questions
of life. When he emerged he said, “I
think, therefore I am.”

Albert Einstein, when asked if he

was awed by the universe, replied that,
yes, he was, but he was more awed
that man could comprehend it in his
thoughts.

Good to question
It is good to question whether other

men have the right to determine the
canon, but let’s take it a step further.
Does any man himself have the abili-
ty or right to determine whether the
canon is inspired?

After all, a skeptic or a person who
sets his own canon is no different from
the men who canonized the Bible. If
he claims others have no authority,
then the same applies to him. He also
has no authority.

Who can say God didn’t use other
fallible men to canonize the Bible?
God can and will do what He wants.

This is the real question: Did God
use these other men to canonize the
Bible? If God created every atom in the
cosmos, He certainly has the ability.

I want to draw the comparison of the

Bible to Harry Potter. Until a few months
ago I had never read a Harry Potter
book and had no intention of doing so. I
thought Harry Potter books were filled
with dark magic, witches, wizards,
hauntings, a ridiculous fantasy for chil-
dren at best and the dark arts at worst.

Perhaps this is how some view the
Bible: a fantasy with dangerous reli-
gious ideas. I was a little apprehensive
and asked God for discernment.

Screams, torture
I began reading a Harry Potter

book. I was right on both accounts. It
was a child’s fairy tale, but it was also
far worse. It was not so innocent. There
was a dark side. There were screams,
torture, evil, horror, death.

Likewise the Bible has stories that
are equally fantastical and at times very
dark: the heavens and earth being made
in seven days, a huge snake seducing a
woman with the fruit of death, a second
tree whose fruit gives eternal life, a

Why not just ask God about the canon?

See IT’S ALL RIGHT, page 7

John Sash

Lonnie Hendrix

Herbert Armstrong

Gordon Feil

See ASK IF A SCRIPTURE, page 5

See JESUS MAY BE SPEAKING, page 7

See HOMOSEXUALITY, page 6

Writer of article on sex responds to critics



Sandy someone asked Mr. Botha if he
considered Mr. Mandela to be a sinner
or a saint.

“It’s a good question,” he said, “and
you can ask that of all of us. Chances
are if we’re honest we could say a lit-
tle of both.”

Mr. Mandela had been many things,
including a pugilist, a warrior and
indeed a terrorist but, thanks to his
prison experience, became a powerful
advocate for peace.

Little village
Mr. Botha knows Qunu, where Mr.

Mandela lived as a child.
“I’ve been in that little village

where Mr. Mandela will be laid to rest
tomorrow,” he said.

“First time I went there it was just
dusty streets and no tar [asphalt] road
except the main road, and now I’ve
heard that there are two tar roads in the
village. One goes to Mr. Mandela’s
house and the other goes to the Man-
dela museum.

Little troublemaker
“I remember watching these little

African umfaans, as we called them in
the African language. Umfaan just
means little boy.

When Mr. Botha talked about Afri-
cans in his sermon, he was referring to
Africans who happened to be black.
White Africans in southern Africa do
not refer to themselves as Africans.

“As I watched the little umfaans
walking on those dusty streets, I
thought that’s interesting because not
that many years ago that would have
been little Rolihlahla Mandela, as his
name was. I don’t know what Nelson
did when he was born that they called
him Rolihlahla, but that means Trou-
blemaker in the Xhosa language.”

Nelson Mandela was “actually born
from a royal family,” Mr. Botha said,
“the family of the Thembu, which is one
of the largest tribes in the Transkei,” a
former black enclave in South Africa
that was abolished as an officially des-
ignated territory in 1994.

“When I grew up as a child in South
Africa, I had a unique privilege, be-
cause my grandfather was the closest
white friend of the king of the Zulus.”

Unusual background
Thanks to Mr. Botha’s upbringing,

and his penchant for learning lan-
guages, he is conversant in quite a few.
His first language is Afrikaans, his sec-
ond is Zulu, and his third is English.

He speaks several other tribal lan-
guages and dialects as well.

“Most people did not have that kind
of a background,” he said, “and that
kind of an interlinking with the Afri-
can people.”

Mr. Botha’s background, as an Afri-
kaner, was different from that of many
others of his lineage.

“My people were the ones who
thought up the apartheid policies,” he
said, “although I must say my father
never agreed with them and never
voted for them.”

On visits in South Africa, the Bo-
thas, with their children, were “in
these huts, slept there, slept on dirt
floors, sat around on the ground eating
phutu out of a communal pot that
everybody’s hand goes into.”

Phutu, he said, “is like grits, but you
can kind of squeeze it together like they
dipped in the sop at the Last Supper.”

Mr. Mandela began his life in the
village “and ended up considered by
the world as one of the great statesmen
of our time,” Mr. Botha said. “That to
me is amazing. That makes me think.”

Explosive circumstance
One thing Mr. Botha thinks is that

Mr. Mandela was almost responsible
for the death of Helen Botha.

“We were in Johannesburg in later
years and my wife, Helen, phoned me
and she said I’m going to walk to the
Johannesburg post office at lunch-
time,” Mr. Botha said.

Later that day she phoned again and
said, “I’m all right.”

“I said what do you mean all right?
She said something happened on the
way to the post office.”

Mrs. Botha’s usual practice would
have been to walk directly past a Wim-
py Bar restaurant, a fast-food place.
Instead, she stayed at her office.
Otherwise “she would have been right
in front of that restaurant when a
bomb went off in that restaurant and
killed a number of people.”

The bomb had been set to explode
by Umkhonto we Sizwe (Spear of the
Nation), a terrorist group Mr. Mandela
cofounded in 1960.

The man he became
So, Mr. Botha mused, “it’s interest-

ing to look at Nelson Mandela and say
that’s the kind of man he was. But let’s
also look at the man he became.”

“Twenty-seven years in a prison
will change you,” Mr. Botha contin-
ued. “It could change you for worse. It
could change you for being far more
bitter and angry. We had 40 million
black people in South Africa dominat-
ed by my people, five million whites.”

But “overnight,” he said, “you had
a change, with the 40 million taking
over the government and the five mil-
lion becoming less. And guess what. It
was all peaceful.”

Of the peaceful transition Mr. Botha
asked: “Can you imagine what kind of
a miracle that was? I keep saying to
myself imagine—imagine—40 million
whites being oppressed by five million
Africans for generations, for a hundred
years. This situation was like that.

“Think about that. I try to visualize
that in Texas. Imagine all us Texans
having been oppressed by some minor-
ity group that arrived from somewhere
else and they had been oppressing us
for the last hundred years and suddenly
we got our freedom back.

“How many of those minorities
would still be around here?”

Kind, gentle old man
“I thought what an attitude this man

ended up with,” Mr. Botha said. “My
wife and I had the privilege of attending
a meeting not much bigger than this
[the Big Sandy congregation] where he
spoke to a select group of people who

were there specially invited.
“And he was a kind, gentle old

man. How amazing. What an attitude.
What can I learn about an attitude?”

Mr. Botha drew an analogy center-
ing on the beatitudes, especially
“Blessed are the merciful, for they
shall obtain mercy.” But he also fo-
cused for a few minutes on the other
items in Jesus’ famous Matthew 5 list.

“Here are some of the most difficult
things in Christianity,” he said, includ-
ing “Blessed are the poor in spirit for
theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

“It’s easy to be poor in spirit if
you’re kind of a nobody anyway.
When God called me into the truth of
the Bible, I was nobody. It was easy to
be poor in spirit. I was hiding in the
corner.”

In mourning yesterday
Likewise with “Blessed are they

that mourn.”
“I was mourning yesterday after-

noon when I was sitting in front of the
school [in Rockwall] waiting to pick
up my grandkids, and I heard over the
news that there had been another
school shooting.

“I almost wept. I was sitting in front
of a school. I thought: What if it were
this school? When will it end?”

Of all the beatitudes, “verse 7 of
Matthew 5 is the one that struck me.
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
obtain mercy.

“Did you hear about the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission in South

Africa, after we had a change in gov-
ernment and ended up with a majority
government down there?”

The commission was unusual in
that “it allowed anybody who had
done anything that was wrong to come
in front of the commission and spill
the beans and say this is what I did and
I am sorry.”

People jumped out of windows
Bishop Desmond Tutu, the Angli-

can bishop of Cape Town and a win-
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize, served
as its chairman.

“I watched hours of that [on televi-
sion]. I saw black people get up there
and say, yes, I planted bombs. They
admitted what they had done.

“I saw white policemen get up there
and say, yes, this is what we did, this
is what I did, these are the people I
forced to jump out of the window and
then we told the world they had com-
mitted suicide.”

Mr. Botha remembers when “those
of us who lived in Johannesburg knew
that we had to be careful when we
walked past John Vorster Square,
which was the headquarters of the
police, because people jumped out of
the windows there.

“But, as we always said, did they
jump or were they pushed? Chances
are it was both. It was a bad, bad, bad
place to live.”

Life in those days was difficult:
“being a minister and visiting people
and going out into these rural areas and
counseling people for baptism.

“As you were driving there you had
to be careful and hope and pray you
didn’t drive over a mine that blew up,
blew up your car, or have people jump
out of the bush with AK47 rifles.

“We had to tell our children if some-
thing happens this is what you do.”

The Bothas lived in Durban for a
while.

“Just as soon as we got back [to
Durban] we had the security police at
my door checking up on what I was
doing when I was on a baptizing tour.”

What was happening?
The televised scenes of people tes-

tifying before the Truth and Recon-

ciliation Commission stood in stark
contrast to the earlier years of en-
forced apartheid.

“We saw these people confess, and
I saw black families go up to a white
policeman who had killed their son,
and they surrounded him, and I won-
dered what they were going to do.

“I literally thought they were going
to tear him to pieces.

“They didn’t.
“They all gathered around him and

laid hands on him and prayed for him.”
The prayers were in a black-Afri-

can language, so the policeman could
not understand what the people sur-
rounding him were saying.

“But I did,” Mr. Botha remembered.
“They prayed that God would give
him a new heart, that God would give
him a new spirit, that God would give
him hope for the future, as we have
hope for the country in the future.

“It was remarkable. These people
wept. They kissed him. They hugged
him.

“Blessed are the merciful, Jesus said,
for they shall obtain mercy.”

Much to learn
Mr. Botha wondered what would

have been his reaction had the bomb
at the restaurant killed his wife.

“Would I have been able to be that
merciful?

“I looked at that and said I’ve been
a Christian a long time, but I’ve got a
long way to go. There’s so much we
still have to learn.”

Mysterious mercy
He talked more about the mysteries

of mercy. Sometimes mercy is easy to
show, but sometimes exceedingly dif-
ficult.

“Why do we tend not to be merciful
sometimes?” Mr. Botha asked.

“We all tend to be merciful on some

people. It was always very easy for me
to be merciful on a new person who
came to church who I was visiting
with and they would share, you know,
their troubles and their past.

“It was always very easy for me to
just understand where they came from
because, frankly, that’s where I came
from.”

Showing mercy is easy for some-
one who is “the dominant person” and
“the giver of mercy.”

But “I tell you what I found was not
so easy.” That was “when somebody
who was over me who I thought ought
to know better would do something
which I clearly saw was wrong.”

Normal reaction
What was a church member’s nor-

mal reaction when a Church of God
minister, for example, would do some-
thing to him that was “absolutely,
totally wrong, completely wrong?”

“I’ll tell you what mine was,” Mr.

Botha said: “anger! How could he do
it? How can somebody do this?

“How would you feel traveling from
here and a policeman pulls you over
and then mistreats you? Merciful?

“Well, I hope so, after [today’s] ser-
mon. But it’s hard.”

Out of the reckoning
Mr. Botha described the situation

that Nelson Mandela and others in the
nonwhite majority had been born into.

Those people were “denigrated,
treated as second-class citizens. No,
they were treated as noncitizens who
didn’t count. They weren’t even in the
reckoning.”

Family history
Mr. Botha told a little about his

family’s history, dating back to the late
19th century.

“At one time there was a war be-
tween my people [the Afrikaners, who
were descended from Dutch and other
European settlers] and the English back
in South Africa, from 1898 till 1902.

“My one grandfather was killed in
that war. His wife died in that war.
Twenty-seven thousand women and
children of my people died in concen-
tration camps built by the British.

“Seventeen thousand black people
also died in concentration camps un-
der the same circumstances.

“Very little has been said about that.”
Meanwhile, black and colored resi-

dents of South Africa had no say, no
vote, no way to direct their destinies.

“Things became worse when the
religious people [Christians descended
from Europeans] took over the country.”

Treat these philistines
Daniel François Malan, the first

prime minister of the National Party in
South Africa, was a Dutch Reformed
minister.

“He came into office with the Bible,
and the Bible told him: Treat these
people like nonpeople.”

Prime Minister Malan and associ-
ates “dug up all the scriptures in the
Old Testament and said ‘That’s how
we will treat these philistines.”

Released after 27 years
Nelson Mandela grew up in his vil-

lage around no white people. He
attended the University of Fort Hare,
which Mr. Botha described as an anti-
government, anti-Afrikaner institution
of higher learning.

From there he moved to Johannes-
burg and worked for a white lawyer.

In 1964 Mr. Mandela was impris-
oned on Robben Island. In 1982 he
was transferred to Pollsmoor Prison.
In 1988 he was moved to Victor Ver-
ster Prison, near Paarl, 30 miles from
Cape Town.

He was released in 1990 after a
total of 27 years’ confinement.

Getting to know the oppressor
A quarter century in prison changed

Mr. Mandela, Mr. Botha said.
“The prison guards were all Afrika-

ners, my people,” he said. “For the first
time in his life, he [Mr. Mandela] had
direct interaction with the oppressor.

“And he found out that, wait a bit,
they’re not oppressors at all. They’re
just human beings like I am. They’re just
trying to put food on the table. We’re
prisoners, and they’re looking after us.”

So Mr. Mandela gradually had a
major change of mind and heart.

He already had a habit of encourag-
ing his “cadres”—groups of his follow-
ers—to get an education. Now, in pris-
on, he encouraged his guards, some of
whom hadn’t finished high school, to
do the same thing: get educated.

“This is a prisoner helping prison
guards to get a university degree,” Mr.
Botha marveled.

When Mr. Mandela left prison in
1990, young black Africans were say-
ing, “Now, we gotta get these whites!
Bring the machine guns!”

But Mr. Mandela said, in Mr. Bo-
tha’s words, “No way!”

“See, he’d been with these people
and he realized they were just human
beings like the rest of us with their
faults, difficulties, families . . . Let’s
unite people, [Mr. Mandela] said.
Let’s understand.”

They know not
Mr. Botha quoted Jesus, nearing the

moment of His crucifixion: “Father,
forgive them for they know not what
they do. Can we say this? Will we be
able to say this?

“Was Mr. Mandela a saint or a sin-
ner?

“A bit of both.”
Mr. Botha concluded with a com-

parison of Mr. Mandela with Napo-
leon. The French emperor was in-
terred in 1873 in a tomb in Paris that
was magnificent and huge.

It was so big that Mr. Botha re-
marked to his wife when the Bothas
visited it that “they’re going to have to
bring a crane in here for the resurrec-
tion because we’re going to have a
problem to get him out of there.”

The Mandela funeral and burial, on
the other hand, were unpretentious.

“Now, Mr. Mandela, amazingly,
was a good Methodist,” Mr. Botha
said. “He wanted to be back down in
Qunu, buried with his ancestors.”

Blessed are the merciful
Nelson Mandela “was an unusual

man,” Mr. Botha concluded: “at one
time a fighter, a boxer, a terrorist, a
killer . . . His cadres killed many.

“But my people also killed many,
and we’re all sinners before God.

“As Jesus said, blessed are the mer-
ciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”
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For better or worse, 27 years in prison will change a person

‘As you were driving there you had to be careful and hope and
pray you didn’t drive over a mine that blew up, blew up your
car, or have people jump out of the bush with AK47 rifles.’

Continued from page 1

NELSON MANDELA—Mr. Mandela is
pictured in Johannesburg in 2008. [Photo
via Creative Commons by South Africa
Good News, sagoodnews.co.za]



bombs and foreign soldiers. He said our
stories are famous in heaven and con-
cluded by asking, “What is your story?”

Rest in peace, Mr. Lowe
The UCG also met nearby, at Ka-

wana Waters. Bert Lowe, a longtime
member of the church in Australia,
died just a few days before the Feast.
Pictures from his past were screened
as a tribute.

Bert had attended church for more
than 50 years, since the early 1960s.
He recorded hundreds of Bible studies
and sermons and collected a lot of old
radio broadcast tapes.

He was a generous man who made
his tape collection available to us so we

could make digital copies: tapes by
Garner Ted as well as other ministers
from Australia and the United States.

Some of his GTA tapes are on our
Web site. His friendship, warmth and
kindness are missed by many.

Godliness as game-changer
On Monday, Sept. 23, Grant Chick

talked about godliness as the game-
changer that makes the difference and
that we can have the very nature of
God (2 Peter 1:4).

Bill Bradford Jr. spoke about “the
light at the end of the tunnel,” which
he said was the Kingdom of God, and
for us to “lay aside every weight” and
run with patience (Hebrews 12:1).

David will apparently have an heir
Back at the CESA on Wednesday,

Tishri 21, which was the seventh day
of the Feast and known as Hoshana
Rabbah (the Great Hosanna) or the
Last Great Day, Ron Neilan spoke
about God’s grand plan for mankind
(Jeremiah 31:34-37) and said King
David would always have a male heir.

He also said the New Covenant
plan sprang from the foundation of
the world and that it was not an alter-

native or replacement for the Old
Covenant.

Neil Barnett spoke about Nicode-
mus and “Ye must be born again”
(John 3:7).

The Eighth Day’s new beginning
The next day was the Eighth Day,

Thursday, Sept. 26.
Some are showing a willingness to

correct the past error of wrongly call-
ing the Eighth Day the Last Great Day

and with a smile are calling the Eighth
Day the First Great Day (of eternity)
because this day foreshadows the
“new beginning.”

Welcome to hell
At the CESA meeting Alan Dean

introduced his sermon with a YouTube
clip by Rowan Atkinson called “Wel-

come to Hell,” where instead of Jesus
judging the dead it is the devil who
decides their fate (Romans 14:10).

This comedy brought us plenty of
laughter as thieves, tax collectors,
lawyers, atheists and Christians were
sent to hell and Jews were praised for
being right.

Alan followed this up by turning to
Isaiah 55:7-8: “For my thoughts are
not your thoughts . . .” He said some
people have no clue about what is

important to God and that tribulation
is a part of God’s plan (Acts 14:22).

He said we were chosen before the
foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4)
and have hope of eternal life (Titus 1:2).

It is God’s plan for all to be saved (Ro-
mans 11:26; 1 Timothy 2:4), and only
God knows who are His (verse 19).

Alan then talked about getting re-

sults and about a New York taxi driver
who often heard repentant passengers
in the back seat of his taxi praying to
God to be saved and delivered from
evil after they had experienced being
driven through New York traffic.

Next year’s 50th anniversary
It was good to be with old friends at

the Feast again and spend time catch-
ing up.

Next year the Feast will be Oct. 9-

16. It will be the 50th year since the
building of the Blackheath Tabernacle
here in Australia.

The Intercontinental Church of
God will hold the 2014 Feast of Taber-
nacles in Blackheath.

We welcome those who enjoy Gar-
ner Ted Armstrong tapes and who are
not afraid of hearing the truth.
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Long-suffering is not fatalism; it can be hope in the future

Ask if a scripture is consistent with facts and God’s character
freedom of conscience in seeking to
determine and obey the will of God.”

My credentials
As to my personal credentials, I am

a sinner saved by the grace of God.
Like many of the readers of this paper,
I would be nothing without the life
and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.

Whatever I am in relation to His
church is by His designation and con-
tinued forbearance alone.

I have never sought the credentials
of any organization or group to conse-
crate or otherwise legitimize my
speaking or writing.

The “Certificate of License” issued
to me in October 1994 by a local con-
gregation of the Seventh Day Baptist
Church stated that I had “given evi-
dence” that God had called me into “the
Gospel Ministry” and that I “was
licensed to preach the Gospel” as I had
the opportunity to do so “and to exercise
[my] gifts in the work of the ministry.”

It should also be noted that the SDB
Committee on Faith and Order revised
its Manual of Procedures regarding
ordination and accreditation three
years after I had received my SDB
certificate.

Four critics’ themes
As for the criticisms of the article

itself, it appears the challenges were of
a personal nature and were concentrat-
ed on the following themes:

It was alleged that I reject the
authority of the Scriptures and was
selective in my application of them to
buttress my arguments.

It was alleged that I have advo-
cated a position of anything goes or if
it feels good do it with regard to sexu-
al morals.

I have been accused of arguing
that two wrongs make a right.

It was implied that I am not a
Christian because I argued on behalf
of the views expressed in the article.

Inspired Scripture
First, I accept Paul’s statement to

Timothy about Scripture (2 Timothy
3:16). I believe Almighty God inspired
the Scriptures as part of a joint venture
between Himself and mankind.

God’s part in that venture is perfect
and flawless, but anything touched by
human hands is not.

Therefore, God is infallible, but
Scripture is not.

The inspiration of God’s Spirit—
the Holy Spirit—does not remove our
propensity for error or making a mess
of things. The Bible is full of exam-
ples of the truth of this assertion.

Many people have failed to under-
stand the concept of inspiration. The
Holy Spirit does not dictate or control. It
is not the opposite of demon possession.

Not a spirit of control
On the contrary, the Holy Spirit

leads, influences, motivates, guides,
designates, empowers, teaches, moves,
comforts, witnesses and reveals things
to people. It does not coerce or control
anyone.

God’s part in the process of inspira-
tion is always perfect, but mankind’s
response to that inspiration is often
flawed.

God inspired the craftsmen of Israel
to construct an ark and a tabernacle for
their religious services, but the fin-

ished product, thanks to humans’ in-
volvement, was not flawless.

God could have handed us every-
thing on a silver platter. Everything
He handed us would have been per-
fect. But He wants us to have a part in
what He is doing, even knowing that
our part in that joint venture will not
be perfect.

Worshiping the created
When Martin Luther broke with

Rome he pointed out that experience
had offered many examples of the falli-
bility of popes and councils. He asserted
that “I am bound by the Scriptures that
I have adduced, and my conscience has
been taken captive by the Word of God.”

So Luther and the Protestants who
followed him rejected the infallibility
of popes and councils and substituted
the individual human authors of
Scripture.

The device they made use of to
cover the switch was the same one
popes and councils had used to sup-
port their authority: inspiration. “We
can’t make a mistake when we’re act-
ing under divine inspiration!”

Sorry, that is just not so. As a con-
sequence, many Christians have un-
wittingly worshiped and served the
created thing (the Bible) instead of the
Creator (the One who inspired it).

Spurious addition
“But our culture has always be-

lieved the Bible is inerrant,” many
will proclaim.

Not true. We are not arguing about
whether we accept the canon as in-
errant. Long ago the WCG proclaimed
1 John 5:7-8 should not be in the
Bible, that it was added to support the
Trinity.

The United Church of God contin-
ues to call this scripture a “spurious
addition” in its Who Is God? booklet.

Hence, we are arguing only about
which parts of Scripture we accept
and which we reject.

The argument I put forward in my
original article is that we should look
at all the scriptures related to a partic-
ular topic and evaluate them together
in formulating an opinion or teaching.

We should look for broad, univer-
sally applicable principles. We should

ask ourselves if a particular verse is
consistent with facts related elsewhere
in Scripture, the overall teaching on a
subject and the overall picture of
God’s character.

If a particular scripture fails in any of
these particulars, we should discard it.

Matthew Vines
A critic of my original article (not

quoted in this newspaper) compared
me to a young man named Matthew
Vines who advocated a similar posi-
tion on the subject of homosexuality.

The critic claimed Mr. Vines’ argu-
ment was superior to mine because his
thesis was based on the scripture in
Genesis that states that “it is not good
that the man should be alone.”

So I went back to my original arti-
cle and counted more than 100 refer-
ences to Scripture from 23 books of
the Bible.

Is a thesis based on one scripture
superior to one based on more than
100? I’ll defer to the reader’s judg-
ment here. (However, it should also be
noted that Mr. Vines’ thesis had a
much broader basis in Scripture than
that noted by my critic.)

Another critic, whose article ap-
peared in JOURNAL issue No. 156,
argued that “the Bible is not a book of
specifics but a book about principles.”

Spelling out
Regarding the point I made about

premarital intercourse, he stated that a
specific prohibition of such behavior

was unnecessary. Hence, he asked,
“Does God have to spell out every
specific instance of what’s acceptable
and what is not?”

My answer is that someone tried
hard to do just that in Leviticus 18.

Sexual intercourse is specifically
prohibited between a man and his
mother, his father’s wife, his sister, his
granddaughter, his half-sister, his aunt,
his daughter-in-law, his sister-in-law,
both a woman and her daughter or her
grandchildren, his wife’s sister, a
woman who is menstruating, his neigh-
bor’s wife, another man and an animal.

Does that list sound pretty specific
to you?

Next, the same critic takes me to
task for appealing to three broad bibli-

cal principles for determining what
constitutes perverse sexual behavior.

Broad principles
If it is appropriate to interpret the

Bible in terms of broad principles (and
I believe it is), why is it inappropriate
in this instance? If all of the scriptures
reflect God’s will, then aren’t the
scriptures these principles are based
on also reflective of His will?

Aren’t these biblical principles sug-
gestive of what God thinks is best?

In my original article I stated these
principles in the form of questions we
should ask ourselves about behaviors
to determine what does or does not
constitute perverse sexual behavior in
God’s eyes:

Does it bring joy and happiness to
both parties? Does it harm anyone? Is
it the product of two consenting
equals?

Scriptural basis for the principles
Here are some related scriptures for

my readers to consider:
Can we see that “whatsoever ye

would that men should do to you, do
ye even so to them” (Matthew 7:12) is
encompassed in these principles?

Can we see that the injunction to
“love thy neighbor as thyself” (Leviti-
cus 19:18; Matthew 22:39; Mark
12:31) is contained in them?

Paul said, “Love worketh no ill to
his neighbor, therefore love is the ful-
filling of the law” (Romans 13:10). He
also told the Romans to “be kindly

affectioned one to another with broth-
erly love; in honor preferring one an-
other” (Romans 12:10).

Likewise, Paul reminded the saints
at Corinth that love is kind, not
pushy, isn’t easily provoked and
doesn’t seek self-gratification (1 Co-
rinthians 13:4-5).

He instructed the Philippians to “let
nothing be done through strife or vain-
glory; but in lowliness of mind let
each esteem [the] other better than
themselves” (Philippians 2:3).

He told the Galatians they were all
one in Christ Jesus, that they were not
even to regard themselves as male or
female (Galatians 3:28).

Christ told His disciples He didn’t
want them to always be striving for
the mastery of each other.

Instead, He wanted them to ap-
proach each other with the humility of
a servant (Matthew 20:25-28).

The Ezekiel challenge
Another critic, in the same issue of

THE JOURNAL, challenged my assertion
that Ezekiel does not mention homo-
sexuality as a sin of Sodom.

He began his critique by stating that
the Genesis account points out the
homosexual nature of that city’s sin.
He referenced Genesis 19:5 in this
connection:

“And they called unto Lot, and said
unto him, Where are the men which
came in to thee this night? Bring them
out unto us, that we may know them.”

However, quoting that verse in iso-
lation is misleading. A mob was sur-
rounding Lot’s house (verse 4). By
reading the entire account, we see this
mob clearly intended a gang rape of
Lot’s guests (the angels).

Brethren, a quick check of almost
any Web site dealing with rape will
underscore the import of what was
going on in Sodom that night. It will
tell you that rape is not about sex or
sexual orientation.

It is, however, about power and con-
trol over another person. Rapists want
to dominate and humiliate their victims
through intimidation and coercion.

Psychologists and sociologists will
also tell you there is a kind of mob
mentality that operates in these situa-
tions.

Ezekiel’s list of Sodom’s sins
Several of my critics said the ho-

mosexual nature of Sodom’s sin was
encompassed in Ezekiel’s reference to
the fact that they “committed abomina-
tion” before the Lord” (Ezekiel 16:50).

We all reject ‘spurious additions’ to Scripture. We are
arguing only about which parts of Scripture

we accept and which we reject.

See MY CRITICS, page 9
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This set off a succession of similar
marriage-license applicants. There
was a well-publicized homosexual
marriage in a Denver church!

All this set off a furor. A legal
debate was started that might lead to
the U.S. Supreme Court. These so-
called gay people have launched a
national drive for legal “rights.”

At least four male couples and two
female couples obtained marriage li-
censes at the Boulder County clerk’s
office before the attorney general’s
office stopped it.

The details of such marriages are
too revolting to describe here.

God speaks out on the new morality
In 1964 I published a book titled

God Speaks Out on the New Morality.
And now, 11 years later, I think it’s time
for the living God to speak out again.

“Yet ye have not hearkened unto
me, saith the LORD, that ye might pro-
voke me to anger with the works of
your hands to your own hurt.”

If such a perversion as homosexual-
ity were good for its participants, God
would approve it. He CONDEMNS it

because IT DESTROYS, it perverts!
From Romans 1, “The wrath of

God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men, who hold [back] the truth in
unrighteousness . . .

“Professing themselves to be wise,

they became fools . . . Wherefore God
also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts,
to dishonor their own bodies between
themselves: who changed the truth of
God into a lie . . .

“For this cause God gave them up
unto vile affections.

“For even their women did change
the natural use into that which is
against nature [lesbians] and likewise
also the men, leaving the natural use
of the woman, burned in their lust one
to another, men with men working

that which is unseemly, and receiving
in themselves that recompense of that
error which was meet [fitting].

“And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not conve-

nient [right], being filled with all un-
righteousness, fornication [all sexual
immorality], wickedness, covetous-
ness, maliciousness . . . without natur-
al affection.”

God’s vengeance
Of course, GOD SPEAKS OUT loudest

against homosexuality, now becoming
accepted by TODAY’S society, in the
case of Sodom and Gomorrah.

Through Jude, speaking first of an-
gels that sinned; that is, turned from
God’s government and WAY OF LIFE,

“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and
the cities about them in like manner,
giving themselves over to fornication
[sexual perversion—homosexuality],
and going after strange flesh, are set
forth for an example, suffering the
vengeance of eternal fire” (Jude 7).

Apparently homosexuality had
spread in the day of Lot, nephew of
Abraham, until it gained complete
acceptance by society in those cities.

God had promised Abraham that
even if there were TEN righteous peo-
ple in those two cities, he would spare
the cities and not destroy them for the
sake of that ten.

What this has to mean
This simply has to mean either that

homosexuality and lesbianism were
practiced by all, with the exception

probably of Lot and his family, or else
that it had the same “acceptance” that
modern society is beginning to give
this same perversion today.

This is given in the Bible as “an ex-
ample” to WARN even those today who
give this extreme evil their “ac-
ceptance”—as if it were perfectly re-
spectful.

Not by birth
WHY is it so grievous a sin? Because

it perverts the MIND! Some may believe
homosexuality is transmitted by birth. It
is not! But, once one gives his mind to
accept it, his mental perspective regard-
ing proper use of sex soon becomes per-
verted—changed—unnatural.

A man soon cares nothing for the
husband-wife relationship.

I have known of a few cases where
such men were married and had fami-
lies, but they were exceptions, and
their real “love”—that is, LUST—was
for other men. The mind becomes
CHANGED—PERVERTED—and no long-
er normal.

God says such shall not enter the
Kingdom of God (Galatians 5:19-21;
1 Corinthians 6:9-10).
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Homosexuality can’t be good because God doesn’t approve it

Either homosexuality and lesbianism were practiced by all in Sodom,
with the probable exception of Lot and his family, or else it had the

same ‘acceptance’ that modern society gives this perversion.

Paul wrote that leaders do not
have dominion over the faith of disci-
ples, but that he wanted to be a helper
of their joy (2 Corinthians 1:24).

Administrative authority
There is a huge difference between

a person who claims to have spiritual
authority over the faith of people and
a person who realizes he has specific
administrative authority.

There is a huge difference between
a group of people who claim to have
spiritual authority over the faith of
people and a group of people who
have specific administrative authority.

People who try to impose their
authority as spiritual authority can be
extremely dangerous.

However, administrative authori-
ty can be quite productive.

No spiritual authority needed
Administrative authority in an or-

ganization is about who makes a vari-
ety of decisions. In the following list
notice that such decisions do not need
spiritual authority.

Who unlocks the doors at the
church building?

Who makes the coffee?
Who sets up the sound system?
Who made the schedule for

speakers, song leaders and pianists?
Let’s look at some other adminis-

trative decisions that do not require
spiritual authority.

Does our church group need an
office staff?

Where should the office staff
locate?

Should our church group pro-
duce literature? Who should edit it?
Who should be the writers?

Should our church group pro-
duce broadcasts (radio or television or
both)?

Administrative authority
from people

While spiritual authority comes
from God, administrative authority
comes from people.

Some religious groups are formed
around a one-man hierarchy. Leaders
of such groups include (alphabetical-
ly) Gerald Flurry, David Hulme, Dave
Pack and Ron Weinland.

Each of those men claims to have
spiritual authority from God. In reality,
he has only administrative authority.

The only spiritual authority those
gentlemen have is over people who
surrender their personal sovereignty to
them.

Some religious groups organize
with a group hierarchy.

Some religious groups organize
with an organized-team approach. Peo-
ple have various administrative respon-
sibilities, and none of those responsi-
bilities interferes with a saint’s person-
al relationship with Jesus Christ.

Little test
Someone could ask: How can a

person determine if a religious group
has a group hierarchy or an organized-
team approach?

My answer: Open your eyes and
ears.

Are people content to fulfill ad-
ministrative responsibilities without
seeking to have spiritual authority
over you?

Do people proudly proclaim to
have spiritual authority over you?

Do people subtly seek to wield
spiritual authority over you?

Letting them do it
Religious groups are free to orga-

nize any way they want to organize.
That is part of their administrative
freedom.

If leaders seek to have spiritual
authority over people, they will be
only as successful as the followers
allow them to be.

If a one-man ruler can convince
many people he has spiritual authority
over the people, he will have a larger
following.

If a one-man ruler cannot convince
people he has spiritual authority over
the people, he will have a smaller fol-
lowing.

If group rulers can convince many
people they have spiritual authority
over the people, they will have a larg-
er following.

If group rulers cannot convince
many people that they have spiritual
authority over the people, they will
have a smaller following.

Excommunication happens
The words excommunication and

disfellowship do not appear in the
Bible.

Following is a definition of disfel-
lowship that was accessible at thefree-

dictionary.com on Dec. 31, 2013:
“Disfellowship: to excommunicate.”

Following are excerpts about ex-
communication that were posted at
merriam-webster.com on Dec. 31,
2013:

“Excommunication: Form of cen-
sure by which a member of a religious
body is excluded from the congrega-
tion of believers and from the rites of
the church. Excommunication has
been used in various religions, notably
Christianity, as a punishment for grave
offenses such as heresy.

“In Roman Catholicism an excom-
municated person is barred from re-
ceiving the sacraments and from bur-
ial in consecrated ground.

“The offender may be absolved by
a priest (in some cases, only by a bish-
op or the pope) and received back into
the church after confessing his or her
sin and doing penance for it.

“In Protestant denominations other
terms, such as ‘church discipline,’ may
be attached to essentially the same
censure.

“Although now seldom used, the
practice of herem in Judaism was a
form of excommunication that ex-
cluded people from the community for
prescribed times or forbade them from
hearing the Torah.

“The term is also applied to the
expulsion of Buddhist monks from the
Sangha [community].”

Rare occurrence
Let me give you two quick perspec-

tives about church discipline.
It is my perspective there is a

time for members of a congregation to
remove someone from the congrega-

tion—for biblical reasons.
Those instances are rare. (In our

particular congregation we have
stopped only one person from attend-
ing with us in the past 18 years. For
the record, we have also seen people
choose to leave our congregation be-
cause they were not happy with us.)

Biblical reasons to avoid
There are some scriptures that in-

struct saints to avoid people who may
negatively affect their Christian walk.

This avoiding can occur while at-

tending the same congregation. Or this
avoiding may cause a person to attend
a different congregation.

Romans 16:17.
1 Corinthians 5:9-11.
2 Corinthians 6:14-18.
2 Thessalonians 3:6-14.
1 Timothy 6:3-5.

Biblical reasons to remove
There are some scriptures that de-

scribe people being removed from a
congregation:

Matthew 18:15-17.
1 Corinthians 5:1-5.
1 Timothy 1:18-20.

Wrongfully excommunicated
Someone could ask: Is it possible

for a person to be wrongfully excom-
municated?

My response: Absolutely. In fact, I
believe most examples of excommu-
nication are done as a control tactic by
a church leader who is seeking to
maintain his power base.

Someone could ask: How should a
person react when he has been wrong-
fully excommunicated?

My response: Please remember the
two lessons I mentioned earlier in the
article:

What is the church? (Remember,
we are still a part of the Body of
Christ.)

What is a minister?
A man or group of men may deter-

mine the administrative authority in
their group, but they have no domin-
ion over your faith.

People have administrative authori-
ty to behave like a bouncer at a physi-
cal club. But remember the following:

They cannot take away God’s
calling from you.

They cannot undo your baptism.
They cannot take God’s Spirit

from you.

Mixed bag
If you are ever wrongfully excom-

municated, you will probably experi-
ence a wide range of emotions. You
will probably face a mixed bag.

There will probably be a period of
some pain. However, there will ulti-
mately be some much-needed relief.

The pain may come from dealing
with the loss of friends who are still
trapped in the hierarchical thinking.

The ultimate relief will be from
the fact that you are away from
the control-freak leaders and their
minions.

God of comfort
All saints are on a journey toward

the Kingdom of God.
When you remember your baptism,

you remember Jesus’ words about
counting the cost (Luke 14:26-33).

He told us that we would have to
bear a cross (verse 27) to follow Him.

Paul told us that the Father of mer-
cies and the God of all comfort will
console us in all our troubles (2 Co-
rinthians 1:3-4).

__________
See also “Disfellowshippers Should

Take a Break” in issue No. 109 of THE
JOURNAL, dated April 30, 2006.

No man or church organization has spiritual authority over you

The only spiritual authority those gentlemen have is over
people who surrender their personal sovereignty to them.

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3
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Jesus may be speaking of homosexuality in Matthew 19:12
loved him,” there is no sense that He
felt an affinity such as a man with
same-sex preferences might have felt.

It’s all right for Jesus to have been
“tempted in all points” so long as it
was not in all points.

While I think that the scriptures
used to prove standard doctrine on sex
might bear alternative meanings, I
also think we would do well to judge
the appropriateness of those meanings
by regarding the fruits that would be
borne by the belief in each.

Love rightly understood
For example, I agree that a case can

be made that the Bible does not really
proscribe premarital sex, but what are
the fruits?

The fruits are single parents, sexu-
ally transmitted infections, broken
hearts as expectations are created and
then demolished.

To paraphrase Paul, something be-
ing lawful does not necessarily make
it convenient.

I agree with Lonnie that we are sex-
ual creatures. Very few are cut out for
the single life, and the person who lives
it, without being one of those few, runs
the risk of psychological damage.

I expect that God’s law, the law
of love, when rightly understood
makes provision for the needs of ev-
eryone, and I also think wisdom has
to prevail if emotional and physical
health are to also.

Lonnie’s subtopic
Against that backdrop I want to

comment specifically on Lonnie’s
subtopic of homosexuality.

Yes, Ezekiel cites nonsexual sins of
Sodom and Gomorrah, but Jude ex-

plicitly ties their sexual behavior to
their destruction (Jude 7).

I think a natural reading of Ezekiel
16:50 would conclude that the term
abomination used there is a reference
to the sin not otherwise named in that
text. Yet what was their abomination?
Was it an affinity for men?

They had a lot more than that. They
had a burning lust they sought to satis-
fy with rape.

Goiters thrive
Speaking of abomination, Lonnie

discusses Leviticus 18-20 and tries to
make all its regulations of the same
importance.

I don’t feel safe doing that. Not all
are called an abomination, but, that

said, we need to know what is an
abomination and not just assume.

Apologists for Christian homosex-
uality sometimes say we shouldn’t
make a fuss over issues Jesus never
addressed, and they tell us He had
nothing to say about homosexuality.

That isn’t so. Jesus said that “for
this cause”—the fact that humans were
created male and female—a man shall
leave his parents “and be joined to his
wife” (Matthew 19:5; Mark 10:7).
This is the model. This is God’s plan.

Yet, in processes of mass produc-
tion, things sometimes go wrong. To
paraphrase my favorite movie, The
Lion in Winter, poison mushrooms

grow, and babies come with crooked
backs; goiters thrive; and dogs go mad.
Not all is as we would like it to be.

Some things are obvious
As recorded in Matthew 19 Jesus

was asked why Moses had allowed di-
vorce, and He replied that it was be-
cause of malfunctioning and was not
the ideal.

He said that ideally there would be
no divorce, to which someone said, “In
that case it is better not to get married.”

Jesus picked up on that thought and
said: Yes, there are some who should
not. They are eunuchs. They should
not marry, for obvious reasons.

Jesus informs us that some eunuchs
(Matthew 19:12) are emasculated (or

castrated) after birth, either by acci-
dent or intent, and He discusses that
some are eunuchs from the womb.

Huh? I’ve never heard of someone
being born castrated. What’s He talk-
ing about?

Homosexuality in Matthew 19:12?
Acts 8:27 introduces us to an Ethi-

opian eunuch who had gone to the
temple in Jerusalem for worship. Had
he been castrated or otherwise emas-
culated after birth, he would have
been prohibited from the temple (Deu-
teronomy 23:1).

From this I infer the Ethiopian
court official was a eunuch in some

way that didn’t include emasculation.
Eunuch doesn’t always have its lit-

eral meaning. I think he was probably
homosexual and that Jesus may allude
to homosexuality in Matthew 19:12.
But how could someone come from
the womb that way?

If it was a genetically caused pref-
erence, we should expect the trait to
decline and die, inasmuch as homo-
sexuals are less likely than others to
reproduce and pass on their genes.

Further, we should expect a consis-
tent portion of the population to be
homosexual from culture to culture,
but that isn’t what anthropology and
history have found.

Yet research has shown that some
boys come from the womb with a pro-

clivity for homosexual feelings and
behavior. It isn’t genetic but has to do
with a hormone imbalance in the mother.

Jesus didn’t censure the centurion
As I see it, Jesus confirms the one-

man–one-woman model for marriage,
but He also apparently recognizes that
some people will be programmed oth-
erwise.

We ought to be careful how we
judge them. God made room for di-
vorce in an imperfect society. Does He
also make room for a person to ro-
mantically love someone else of the
same gender?

Matthew 8 contains an interesting
account of a Roman centurion travel-
ing to Jesus to beg healing for his pais,
as the Greek has it.

This word is used in ancient Greek
secular writings as the younger partner
in an intergenerational same-sex rela-
tionship. That doesn’t mean it was so in
this case, but neither can we rule it out.

In any case, clearly there was a
strong bond between the centurion and
his young whatever-he-was-to-him,
and Jesus didn’t censure them: He hon-
ored them both with His gift of healing.

Against nature
I’ll add to what Lonnie said by

mentioning that it seems to me the les-
son of Romans 1:26 is that a man
should not go against his nature.

The current Christian teaching that
it is all right to be homosexual but not
act on it is like saying that some men
should go against their nature.

It is like saying that, even though
God said it’s not good for a man to be
alone, it is good for the homosexual to
have no help suitable to him.

It is like telling a bird it’s okay to be

a bird so long as it doesn’t fly.
There is something wrong with

that. It would be against the bird’s na-
ture. This is not a perfect world, and
adaptations and accommodations must
be made.

Unsafe to assume
Lonnie implies that 1 Corinthians

6:9 contains a reference to homosexu-
al promiscuity, but, since the word ar-
senokoites is not used often in the
Bible, and in uncertain contexts at
that, it is not safe to assume this is ho-
mosexuality.

The word is also found in ancient
religious commentaries and secular
literature such as a statement by a
writer known as John the Faster in
which he refers to men practicing
arsenokoites on their wives.

Obviously, whatever is meant in-
cludes heterosexuality too. I am
tempted to conclude that this is a ref-
erence to a method of intercourse that
is common with, but not restricted to,
homosexuals.

I have to wonder why God would
design our physiology for such capac-
ity and inducement if there was no
intention of it.

Some should not stay married
Leaving aside the issue of homo-

sexuality, I am sympathetic to Paul’s
teaching that, if your spouse is unhap-
py dwelling with you, you are free to
go, provided his or her unhappiness
cannot be remedied.

First, try everything to make him or
her pleased. Often a person’s spouse is
unhappy, and the power to change that
situation lies with the person. Don’t
antagonize your partner so you can
have an excuse to leave.

Nonetheless, if two people are emo-
tionally killing each other, they need to
search for a resolution, and sometimes
that may mean a separation.

I think this agrees with the principle
Jesus enunciated when He said certain
ones should not be married.

What was wrong in their own eyes
But what if such a one does get

married? If one’s spouse ends up mis-
erable because of said marriage (which
is what Jesus sought to avoid), is it
wrong to put things back to where
they should have been?

No doubt there are some, maybe
many, who, if they were to read these
words, would say, “Yes, you think,
but the Bible tells us that anciently all
in Israel did what was right in their
own eyes.”

But how about if they had done
what they thought was wrong instead
of what they thought was right? Would
our judgment be any less harsh?

It’s all right for Jesus to have been ‘tempted in
all points’ so long as it was not in all points.

It’s all right to express skepticism if it’s with the right attitude
man making a boat to save mankind
and animals from a flood that destroys
all life, a city collapsing at the sound of
a trumpet, a man killing thousands with
the jawbone of an ass, a man walking
on water, a man feeding 12,000 people
with five loaves, a man tortured to
death and resurrected, untold multi-
tudes dying in tribulation, angels fight-
ing huge cosmic battles, dragons and
hideous seven-headed beasts emerging
from the sea, a lake of fire where every
wicked person is cast, a city in the
shape of a cube made out of jewels
descending from the sky.

What lies beneath?
On the surface J.K. Rowling, au-

thor of the Harry Potter books, writes
a children’s fairy tale, but underneath
lies the real meaning.

Book scholars know there is a
meaning, but they are baffled. When
asked, Ms. Rowling refuses to dis-
close the meaning.

I think I know what she was writing
about. If I am correct, she is a genius.

If I am correct, 99.9 percent of the
readers of Harry Potter don’t have a
clue what Harry Potter is about.

The same holds true for the Bible.
On the surface, skeptics see a book of
fantasies. The real meanings are be-
neath. The meanings are what are im-

portant. I suspect 99.9 percent of read-
ers don’t have a clue what they’re
reading.

The Bible is radically different
from any other book. I see the same
mind from cover to cover. I see no

contradictions. I’ve read other books
that were considered for canonization,
and to me they are clearly inferior.

Yes, I see questions in the Bible and
they intrigue me, but I see the problem
as being me and my lack of under-
standing.

I see the Bible as a closed book as
well as a living book. It belongs to
God, not me. Therefore I ask Him for
the answers.

Is that not logical? After all, a God
who has created the cosmos billions of

years ago as well as me and my own
thought processes in my infinitesimal
microscopic dot of time and space
knows a little more than I do.

Is it not therefore logical to ask God
whether He inspired the canon rather
than trying to figure it out solely on my

own? God is the potter, we’re only the
clay. If He wishes, and only if He wishes,
He will give us the answers in due time.

It’s good to be skeptical if we have
the right attitude. Skeptics say prove
the canon is inspired. A good answer
to their challenge would be to chal-
lenge them to prove it is not inspired.

Begin with God
Only God can answer the question

of the canon to each of us individual-
ly. No other person can. Further, it is
up to each of us to open our eyes and
ears, see the evidence and use logic
and reason.

It is also up to each of us to ask God
to help us see, listen and think ratio-
nally. If God’s Spirit leads us into all
truth and God gives His Spirit to those
who ask, then is not personally asking
God for the answer the place to begin?

If I am correct, 99.9 percent of readers don’t have a clue
what Harry Potter is about. The same holds true for

the Bible. The real meanings are beneath.

Continued from page 3
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1 Corinthians 1:10: “Now I plead
with you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak
the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you, but that you be
perfectly joined together in the same
mind and in the same judgment.”

Ephesians 4:1-3: “I therefore, a
prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk
in a manner worthy of the calling to
which you have been called, with all
humility and gentleness, with pa-
tience, bearing with one another in
love, eager to maintain the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace.”

New church group?
A source in California who request-

ed anonymity told THE JOURNAL that a
small group of former CGIC members
met for church services on the Sab-
baths of Dec. 21 and 28. Mr. Nathan
gave a sermon on the 21st, and Mr.
Andrews on the 28th.

A group of people convened a min-
isterial conference on Dec. 30.

(See “Nine Ministers Leaving CGIC
Hold Organizational Conference,” on
page 1 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.)

Letter of concern
Although it took a while for Mr.

Andrews’ letter to Mr. Hulme to sur-
face on the Internet, THE JOURNAL
found a copy. Following are excerpts
from the letter:

“I have spoken to you privately over
the years regarding specific incidents,
events and topics that presented them-
selves and raised concerns. I did so
even though you did not seek my
input. I am compelled, again to pro-
vide input though you have not asked.”

Mr. Andrews made a brief refer-
ence to an apparent difference of opin-
ion about the preaching of the gospel:

“I told you when we were forced out
of the United Church of God [UCG, in
1995] that you would have my support
so long as you would ‘move heaven
and hell the way Mr. Armstrong had
tried to, to preach the gospel.’ ”

Herbert Armstrong was founder of
the Radio Church of God, which was
renamed the Worldwide Church of
God (WCG) in 1968.

Mr. Armstrong’s ministry included
books, magazines and other literature.
He was prominent as a broadcaster in
radio and television. He died in 1986.

Newspaper coverage
For a history of the separation of

Mr. Hulme and Mr. Andrews from the
UCG, see the following articles in
back issues of THE JOURNAL:

“Why Would Council of Elders
of United Remove David Hulme
From Presidency?,” and “Two Coun-
cil Members Report on Arcadia Meet-
ings, Firing,” Jan. 30, 1998, issue.

“United Treasurer Declines to
Apologize and Retract After Council
Reprimands Him,” Feb. 26, 1998.

“Several UCG Personnel Leave
Posts,” March 30, 1998.

“Newest of Church of God Or-
ganizations Forming From Former
United Members,” April 30, 1998.

Autocratic manner
Mr. Andrews spent time in his letter

to Mr. Hulme discussing the topic of
their differing views of church gov-
ernment.

“Because of its impact on every-
thing we do as an organization,” Mr.
Andrews wrote, “your view of gov-
ernment and authority is of primary
concern. In your recent sermon on
government, gospel and godliness,
great effort was expended in an at-
tempt to demonstrate, using scripture
and the Apostle Paul, that you are enti-
tled to rule in what can only be called
an autocratic manner.”

There’s something about David?
Mr. Andrews continued: “Too of-

ten, those in authority in the Church
adopt the premise that there is some-
thing about them that actually quali-
fies them to govern others . . .

“When it becomes clear that they

are no better at governing than any
other human before them, they selec-
tively misuse scripture in an effort to
excuse their failings. This has been
manifest in many, if not most, Church
leaders in our age.

“Once in power, leaders seek to pro-
tect that power. Not surprisingly, by
asserting their authority, based on their
position, to do so. This kind of circular
reasoning has been true even of
Church leaders.

“What makes it worse when Church
leaders behave in such a manner is that
they misuse scripture to justify their
acquisition, possession and retention
of authority. That is precisely what you
did in your sermon on government,
gospel and godliness.”

Mr. Andrews said the story of Adam
and Eve and the two trees revealed
mankind’s inability to govern itself.

“Simply stated, Adam and Eve
found themselves outside the garden
because,” he wrote, “they proved in-
capable of self-governance.”

Jesus’ example
Mr. Andrews discussed other Old

Testament examples and then talked
about the words of Jesus Christ:

“With the coming of Jesus, govern-
ment and authority changed (Luke
22:24-30). Of course, until the Kingdom
of God is established, man will still be
accountable to man—human authority
and government will exist. But within
the Church it is different (Acts 5:29) . . .

“We are to, like Christ, learn to serve.
If we don’t we will never rule. Jesus’
point to his disciples and future
Apostles in Luke 22 was that if they
learned to govern by serving others they
would judge the twelve tribes of Israel.

“It should go without saying that
serving others demands first governing
the self. When Jesus returns to rule,
Isaiah tells us (9:6) that the govern-
ment will be on his shoulders, not
under his foot. Serving will continue to
be the model for all eternity.”

Close but no cigar
Mr. Andrews cited the example of

the apostle Paul:
“Most poignant, but usually ignored

by those stumping their own authority,
is the fact that there is not one instance
in the gospels or the apostolic writings
of autocratic authority actually being
exercised . . .

“The closest Paul ever comes to an
autocratic exercise of authority in cor-
rection is in Corinth in the matter of

the man committing incest. What is he
upset about?

“He is upset that the congregation
forced him to exercise apostolic au-
thority instead of handling the matter
themselves.”

Bylaws set up a board
Late in the letter Mr. Andrews said

the CGIC was established to be over-
seen by a board and that Mr. Hulme
was circumventing the bylaws.

“The corporation is a California
Nonprofit Religious Corporation un-
der the California Corporations
Code,” Mr. Andrews wrote. “Califor-
nia Nonprofit Corporations Code
§9210(a) provides that a Nonprofit
Religious Corporation is required to
have a board of directors.

“It further provides that the activi-
ties and affairs of the corporation shall
be managed and all corporate powers
shall be exercised by or under the
direction of the board.”

Mr. Andrews said the board could
delegate management of the activities
of the corporation to any person or
persons but with an important stipula-
tion: “provided that the activities and
affairs of the corporation shall be
managed and all corporate powers be

exercised under the ultimate direction
of the board.”

Mr. Andrews continued: “This means
that under California law, the board of
a Nonprofit Religious Corporation is
the highest authority for the organiza-
tion. No particular board member, in-
cluding its Chairman, enjoys sole
authority, and the authority of the offi-
cers of the corporation is subordinate
to that of the board acting
as a body.”

Eschew autocracy
Mr. Andrews said the

church as it was founded
was obliged to avoid au-
tocracy.

“Since there is nothing
in the Nonprofit Corpora-
tions Code that contradicts
the scriptures, those laws
and the structure they pro-
vide need to be respected
and upheld . . .

“The bylaws that estab-
lish operating authority for
the organization have been
subordinated to scripture. I
did that [when writing the
bylaws] intentionally . . .

“Neither primary, nor ultimate au-
thority rests with you, any other indi-
vidual or any group of individuals.
Authority rests with Christ and, based
on His Father’s instruction, He de-
mands mutual submission, not auto-
cratic rule. Primary and ultimate au-
thority rests with the Father.”

Same as Paul?
Mr. Andrews gave his impression

of a recent sermon Mr. Hulme gave:
“Your sermon on Government, Gos-

pel and Godliness referenced none of
this [eschewing of autocracy]. Rather,
it painted a threatening picture of your
autocracy within the household of the
Father. Not a few people felt threat-
ened. Was it your intent to threaten the
beloved children of the Father?

“In that sermon you at least implied
that your authority is, or should be,
like that of the apostle Paul.”

Mr. Andrews’ view of Paul
Mr. Andrews explained his take on

the apostle Paul:
“As you [Mr. Hulme] noted, during

the time Paul spent in Corinth estab-
lishing the congregation, he made tents
(Acts 18:3).

He did so despite the fact that he had
the authority, and absolute right accord-

ing to the law of God, to demand to be
supported from their [the Corinthians’]
tithes (1 Corinthians 9:6; 8-11).

“But he did not exercise his right be-
cause he reasoned that to do so would
be an obstruction to the furtherance of
the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:12). So,
rather than assert his authority and risk
obstructing the furtherance of the
gospel, Paul imposed limits on himself
and on his authority. He practiced serv-
ing through self-governance.”

The major cause of division
Mr. Andrews made an observation

that is shared by many in the Churches
of God: “The misuse, abuse of author-
ity by Church leaders, primarily min-
isters, is a major cause, if not the
major cause, of the fracturing and
division we have seen in the Church
of God in this modern era.”

Blessing of children
Then Mr. Andrews challenged Mr.

Hulme:
“So please explain how your view

of, and the actual exercise of, authori-
ty on your part is different than the
abusive authority to which the Fa-
ther’s children have been subjected in
the past.”

Mr. Andrews addressed other con-
cerns in his letter.

He mentioned an incident in which
Mr. Hulme supported an elder who
refused to bless a child at a CGIC ser-
vice, because the family did not regu-
larly attend the CGIC.

Gospel emphasis
Mr. Andrews wrote that he had mis-

givings about Mr. Hulme’s policies
concerning preaching the gospel.

He questioned Mr. Hulme’s empha-
sis on a “literary” approach in the
CGIC’s magazine Vision, an approach
that Mr. Armstrong had criticized
years earlier.

“Surely you remember Mr. Arm-
strong’s public repentance with re-
spect to [two defunct WCG maga-
zines] Human Potential and Quest,”
Mr. Andrews wrote. “He labeled
[them] as a misdirection and a misuse
of God’s tithes because they exalted
human achievement and humanist
efforts. They did nothing to advance
the gospel and Mr. Armstrong ceased
to publish them.”

View of human nature
Mr. Andrews expressed his dis-

agreement with his perception of Mr.
Hulme’s view of human nature, sin,
evil and repentance.

He criticized Mr. Hulme for seem-
ing to entertain the idea that human
nature isn’t evil and that man can
come up with morally correct ideas
apart from the Bible.

Mr. Andrews wrote: “Your attempts
in two separate board meetings, and in
the pages of Vision, to construct, from
the psychology of neuroplasticity, ‘our
new way forward,’ is nothing more

than a corruption of 1 Corinthians 2
and the gospel. It denies the power of
the Holy Spirit.”

View of Israel
Mr. Andrews said he perceived that

Mr. Hulme does not acknowledge the
importance of the modern identity of
biblical Israel.

“If the sun came up this morning
and if it set in the evening,” he wrote,
and “if the moon and stars are still in
the sky, then all of the Father’s
promises relating to Israel stand—and
will for eternity (Jeremiah 31; 32:27,
37-44; 33:14-18. Notice in particular
verse 19-22) . . .

“If there is no Israel, or if all the
promises have been fulfilled, then

there is no gospel . . .
“But if the truth of Israel

stands for all eternity, and it
does and that is great news,
then the only way forward
for mankind is the power of
the Holy Spirit through Je-
sus Christ and fellowship
with the Father.”

Summing up
Mr. Andrews began to

summarize his letter with re-
minders about his relation-
ship with WCG administra-
tors Joseph Tkach Sr. and
Mike Feazell in the 1990s:

“Of course, doctrinal
corruption is a big prob-
lem. But, as I told Joseph

Tkach, it is accompanied by perhaps
a bigger problem—misuse of the
Holy Tithe . . .

“When the Church [the WCG] was
preaching the gospel in a manner
pleasing to the Father, we were
blessed. It wasn’t just the substance of
the message that was correct, it was
the pattern or method.

“When the message and the manner
began to be corrupted in the World-
wide Church of God, I was tasked by
Joseph Tkach Sr. and Mike Feazell to
develop something from scripture
they could use to explain how the
message would be approached.”

Financial and legal adviser
Before 1995 Mr. Andrews served in

the WCG in the following capacities:
Corporate treasurer.
Chief financial officer.
Director of finance and planning.

During that same time he served
Ambassador College (AC) and Am-
bassador Foundation.

For AC he served as:
Treasurer.
Chief financial officer.
Legal counsel.

For Ambassador Foundation he
served as:

Treasurer.
Chief financial officer.
Director of finance and planning.

From 1995 to 1998 Mr. Andrews
served the UCG as:

Corporate treasurer.
Chief financial officer.
General Counsel.

Invitation to respond
JOURNAL publisher Dixon Cart-

wright attempted to contact Mr. Hulme
on two occasions via E-mail inviting
him to comment for this article. As of
this writing he had not answered or
acknowledged receipt of either E-mail.

For information from the CGIC, see
cogaic.org (application and log-in re-
quired). For information from a related
new ministry see thefatherscall.org.
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CGIC crisis involves Scripture, control, blessing of children

Steven Andrews spoke of a recent sermon by David Hulme. ‘In
that sermon you at least implied that your authority is, or

should be, like that of the apostle Paul,’ he wrote to Mr. Hulme.

Continued from page 1

CGIC HEADQUARTERS—This structure on Marengo Avenue
in Pasadena, Calif., serves as the headquarters of the Church of
God an International Community and doubles as Pastor David
Hulme’s residence.

where we discussed the efforts each
of us were making to spread the gos-
pel,” he said.

“We know that no organization
has the resources to service all the
needs in other parts of the world.

“The current UCG administration
feels comfortable in giving and receiv-
ing cooperation from other church
groups who serve the brethren.”

Focus on Philippines
Mr. Dean said the discussion

turned to the recent weather troubles
in the Philippines.

“Both church groups were making

efforts to help the victims of the recent
typhoon in the Philippines,” he said.

“The Philippines is one area
where both groups have a number
of members, but each group has
limited ability to serve the needs of
the people. It makes sense to find
ways to work with other Church of
God groups.”

Continued opportunities
Mr. Dean said he thinks the two

church groups can continue to work
together. “I think CGI and UCG are on
the same page on this issue. We want to
enhance cooperation between groups.
Our meeting was a good start.”

CGI, UCG focus on Philippines
Continued from page 1
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Widow, nurse, semiretired, baptized into
COG 1969, looking for phone friends and
friendships in Texas. Write maej357@gmail.
com or call (903) 561-5075.

Anniversaries
Having their cake and eating it too. Happy
anniversary to Dixon and Linda Cartwright.
Forty-three years on Dec. 30, 2013.

Resources
Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath,
11 a.m. Pacific, 12 noon mountain, 1 p.m.
central, 2 p.m. eastern, (916) 233-0562,
www.godward.org.

Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002,
South Pasadena, CA 91030.

ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.

Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.
com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley
Springs, CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org,
(209) 772-0737 or (209) 772-2993.

Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cotton-
wood, AZ 86326.

Who Can You Trust? Bill.hawkins1@gmail.com.

Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery,
TX 77356, art@mokarow.com, GodsPuzzle
Solved.com. Biblical-history programs at
youtubecom/biblicalhistory/art.

Building Bridges Not Walls, www.Reconcili-
ationGroup.org.

The Church of God is not prepared, www.
ChildrenofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little
Rock, AR 72260.

The Church of God Big Sandy, www.
churchofgodbigsandy.com.

From Jerusalem to the Sea of Glass, www.
ozwitness.net/.

America and Britains Future, US-British-
future.com, P.O. Box 4877, Oceanside, CA
92052.

“Worldwide People of God” presents a place
everyone can call their own! Google “wwpog
blog” and help connect the people of God.

Www.cgministry-inchrist.org, cgminchrist@
charter.net.

Should the Feast of Tabernacles be observed
in a summer or fall month? Should the first
month of the year be a winter or spring
month? www.Fla-ccog.com, jancgil@aol.com.

Jesus the God. Jesus the Man. Priesthood/
Ministerial Duties. Ray Daly, rayedaly@bis.
midco.net or 3 Santee Rd., Lincoln, ND 58504.

Obituaries
About 40 years ago Sarah Patrice Connelly
was conceived. She was born Aug. 7, 1974.
This afternoon (Dec. 19, 2013) she finished
her physical life and entered into eternity with
God by the grace of the sacrifice and resur-
rection of Jesus. Arline and I miss her very
much and look forward to being with her
again. We are thankful to God for this and
grateful to all who have been praying and
encouraged us and Sarah. May God bless
you and keep you. (From Robin Connelly.)

Edwin “Buddy” Robinette Harris, was born
Dec. 21, 1932, to Mary Bell Robinette and
Galvin Harris and died Dec. 13, 2013.
Reared in Kerr Junction and Woodlawn
Community in Arkansas,
he was an exceptionally
hard worker, retiring as a
self-employed truck dri-
ver for over 50 years. §
He was the loving, caring,
devoted husband for 54
years of Elizabeth Musta-
chia and wonderful devot-
ed father of his son,
Michael “Mike” R. Harris
and his daughter, Stacé
“Boots” F. Burruss and devoted grandfather
to, Michelle L. Tater, Tracée E. Mills and
Tommy Burruss. He loved working with
brethren and Christian life with the United
Church of God and all its brethren serving
as deacon, bus driver and youth coordinator,
and all activities of all kinds and the truth he
had found. § He showed much love and help
to all his family and friends with a kind, hard-
working way. § Mr. Harris is survived by his
wife, Liz; children, Mike (Glenda) Harris,
Boots (Mike) Burruss; sister, Shirley (Charles)
Blaylock; brothers, W.D. (Myrtle) Harris,
Marvin Dewayne Harris, Bunny and Janice
Capel and Nita McBee; and a host of nieces
and nephews. § He loved going to church
every week, learning, helping, driving his
diesel, talking trucks, shooting pool, making
a garden and picking cotton. He honored his
mother-in-law, Dorothy Roberts, and father-
in-law, James Mustachia, with much love
and respect. § Funeral services were at the
Cranford Funeral Home of White Hall, Ark.,
with Frederick Kellers officiating. Burial will
be in Memorial Park Cemetery.

Alton Wright, 75, was born in Campbells-
ville, Ky., on Feb. 11, 1938. He lived in
Kentucky until he served in the Army from
1955 to 1958. After his discharge he went to
West Texas to work in the oilfield. There he
met and soon married Lilly Jessen on Feb.
16, 1962. § Alton and Lilly
were called of God in
May 1964. He and Lilly
and several other breth-
ren were baptized in Lake
Loma on Oct. 15, 1965,
during the Feast of Taber-
nacles. § Having worked
in the oilfield and other
related businesses, Alton
became a boilermaker in
1973. He and his family followed construc-
tion job sites from 1973 until 1979 before
moving back to Odessa. § During those
years they met and fellowshipped with hun-
dreds of brethren in Louisiana, Texas,
Indiana, Kansas and New Mexico. That time
was meaningful to them because of the
cherished memories and loving friendships.
§ During the crisis in the church they be-
came affiliated with Global/Living Church of
God in 1993. Divorced from Lilly in 1996, he
met and married Lois Purcella in December
1998. They lived in Midland, Texas, until his
death Aug. 29, 2013. § Besides his wife,
Lois, he is survived by three sons and one
daughter from his first marriage: Guy
Wright, Zane Wright, Roger Wright and wife
Andrea and Alton’s two granddaughters,
Chloe and Sophie; and daughter Loretta
Wright-Williams (Kerr) with grandson Jake
Williams; and son-in-law Klay Kerr. § Alton
suffered extensively from diabetes and
Parkinson’s disease and died in hospice
care in Odessa. A memorial was held in
Odessa on Sept. 9, 2013, officiated by Dan
Hall of the Living Church of God.

Lindsay E. Cary Jr., 90, of Tyler passed
away on Dec. 9, 2013, at The Hospice of
East Texas in Tyler. Lindsay was born Aug.
31, 1923, in Houston. He proudly served in
the United States Navy during World War II.
After the war, Lindsay played minor-league

baseball. While playing ball, he met the love
of his life, Ozie Mae Buie. They were mar-
ried in 1950 and resided in Tyler for the last
63 years. Lindsay worked for the Tyler Rose
Growers and was an avid
golfer. He was a devout
member of the New Cove-
nant Fellowship Church in
Tyler. § Lindsay is sur-
vived by his beloved wife,
Ozie, and by one brother,
William Cary. § He was
preceded in death by one
son, Lindsay Carl Jr. §
Services were Dec. 13 at
Lloyd James Funeral
Home with Pastor David Orban officiating.
Burial was in New Harmony Cemetery.

Mary Ruth Davis Mischnick, 86, died Sept.
17, 2013, in Sherwood, Ark. She was born
Nov. 5, 1926, in Tyronza, Ark., to Azro and
Marie Grimes Nunnally. § Ruth grew up on a
farm with her three sisters and one brother
where she learned many skills including
gardening, cooking and crocheting. She

worked in a cookie facto-
ry in Memphis, Tenn.,
prior to her first marriage
to Winfard Davis. §
Winfard and Ruth had
five children: one daugh-
ter and four sons. §
Winfard died Oct. 23,
1969, and after his death
Ruth moved to Jones-
boro, Ark., and was hired
by Kroger. She retired

from Kroger after 17 years. § In 1984 Ruth
was baptized in a lake by Bill Jacobs. § She
met Al Mischnick when he started the UCG
congregation in the Jonesboro area. They
were married for 16 years. § Ruth was loved
by the church members in both the Jones-
boro and Little Rock congregations. § Ruth
was preceded in death by her parents; first
husband; son, Carl Lindell Davis; brother,
Raymond Nunnally; and sister, Ellen
Trombley. § Survivors include her husband,
Alfred Mischnick; sons, Bobby Davis and
Larry Davis of Jonesboro and Joe Davis of
Savannah, Ga.; daughter, Evelyn Shafer of
Seattle, Wash.; sisters, Margie Lantz and
Nancy Puckett; 11 grandchildren; and 16
great-grandchildren. § Ruth’s funeral service
was in Walnut Ridge, Ark., with Steven
Shafer officiating and her husband, Alfred,
giving the eulogy. Burial was in the Old
Lebanon Cemetery near Lynn, Ark.

Hendrikus Wihelmus “Henk” Jens, 79, of
Belmore, N.S.W., Australia, formerly of
Earlwood, died Dec. 17, 2013. § Mr. Jens, a
faithful servant of God now at rest, was born
in the Netherlands June 26, 1934. With his
family he lived in Amsterdam during World
War II. Henk distinctly remembered rocket
bombs and aircraft flying overhead on their
way to England and how some Jewish resi-
dents and shopkeepers disappeared and
were never seen again. §
Henk earned a bachelor’s
degree with a major in
pure mathematics in
1989. § He was a strong
chess player who regular-
ly competed at the club
level and in the larger
tournaments in Sydney. §
He passed away in the
early hours of Dec. 17
due to complications from
kidney failure and congestive heart failure. §
He is survived by his wife, Edith, son,
Andrew, and daughter, Jennifer. He was
preceded in death by an infant son who lived
only a few days. He was also preceded in
death by his parents, Karel Jens and
Johanna Maria van Oorschot Jens. Funeral
service and burial for Henk were at
Castlebrook Memorial Gardens on Dec. 21.

Obituaries Obituaries
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Henk Jens

My critics focused on four themes
Keep in mind, however, that Eze-

kiel had just listed their sins as being
pride, fullness of bread, idleness, inat-
tention to the poor and needy and
haughtiness (verses 49-50).

Note that several Hebrew words
are translated into English as “abomi-
nation.” The one in this passage is the
same as the one in Proverbs 6.

There we are told that the Lord
hates six things, indeed seven are an
abomination to Him: a proud look, a
lying tongue, hands that shed innocent
blood, a heart that schemes wicked-
ness, feet that run to mischief, a false
witness and anyone who sows discord
among brethren (verses 16-19).

How can anyone compare those
two lists and conclude that Ezekiel
was talking about homosexuality?

How does it feel?
The second assertion my critics

made about my article is that I was
advocating the absence of any moral
standards relative to sex. Many of the
criticisms implied I was pushing for
the acceptance of an if-it-feels-good-
do-it mentality.

Nothing could be further from the
truth. In my article I talked at length
about fidelity as one of the most im-
portant universally applicable moral
principles relative to sexual behavior.

It is, after all, the only specific ref-
erence to sexual conduct contained in
God’s great fundamental law, the Ten
Commandments (Exodus 20:14).

Faithfulness and being faithful are
discussed over and over throughout
the Bible.

Fidelity is referenced at least 27
times as a personal trait of Almighty
God.

My original article also talked
about the biblical criteria for marriage
and divorce relative to fidelity.

Likewise, I talked about what is
perverse behavior in God’s eyes.
There are several sexual behaviors
that are labeled as perverse and un-
acceptable (rape, incest, pedophilia,
prostitution and bestiality).

Personal responsibility
Finally, I talked about personal re-

sponsibility relative to parents and
their homosexual children. I men-

Continued from page 5

See SODOM’S SINS, page 10
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Are you developing Godly
Character? Lotsa luck!

★ www.CreatorsCovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

God doesn’t sin. Those who have
Godly character do not sin (I
John 3:6, 9; I Pet 2:22). So have

you accomplished that, or are you still
working on that? How long do you expect
that to take?

Herbert Armstrong in his book The
Incredible Human Potential indicated this
character had to be developed. “It must
be developed, and that requires TIME and
EXPERIENCE” (pg. 70).

Why then does Paul compare the spir-
it-filled believer to a new man who renews
his mind like someone changes his
clothes? (Eph 4:22-24; see also Col 3:8-10).

Changing clothes doesn’t take a great
amount of time or experience. Why does
he distinguish the spirit-led person as
thinking of spiritual things and the carnal
person as concerned with physical things?
(Rom 8:5). That indicates a night-and-day
difference, not progress toward a goal.
Where is the middle ground for those
that are in the process of developing
“Godly character”?

Why did Jesus say “whoever commits sin
is a slave of sin”? (John 8:34c). Why did Paul
say “Do you not know that to whom you pre-
sent yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s

slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading
to death, or of obedience leading to righteous-
ness?” (Rom 6:16). Is someone still working
on his character a slave of sin? Can they
serve two masters?

“He who says he abides in Him ought him-
self also to walk just as He walked” (I John
2:6). This doesn’t say anything about walk-
ing this way most of the time, or more of
the time than last year. It is talking about
all the time for everyone who claims
he/she follows Messiah.

Yes, I John 2:1 does allow that some
may sin: “IF anyone sins” not “WHEN any-
one sins.” The assumption is that this will
be rare and unusual.

So how does one become perfect (Mat
5:48; Heb 10:14) without time and experi-
ence to develop Godly character?

“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no
longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and
the life which I now live in the flesh I live by
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and
gave Himself for me” (Gal 2:20).

The believer doesn’t develop the char-
acter. He/she in effect lays down their life
in baptismal death and then uses the
example and teaching of Messiah to guide
their conduct (Rom 6:2, 4, 6).

“For I have come down from heaven, not to
do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me” (John 6:38). “For whoever desires to save
his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for
My sake will find it” (Mat 16:25).

The one who truly abides in Christ will
be seeking to do His will, not his/her own
will. He/she will do what is right in the
eyes of the Creator under all circum-
stances, rather than what suits his/her
apparent best interest. In order to do this
one must have a significant depth of
understanding of what the way of God is.

“My hands also I will lift up to Your com-
mandments, which I love, and I will meditate
on Your statutes” (Ps 119:48).

The spiritual person ponders the appli-
cation of His Commandments and His
statutes. This is what David did. He never
claimed a complete understanding. This
doesn’t mean one quits his job and goes
into seclusion, but that throughout the
course of the day one seriously considers
his/her own actions and motives. Were
they done out of concern for the neighbor
or the self? Did every action represent
Messiah or the self?

“O LORD, I know the way of man is not in
himself; It is not in man who walks to direct his

own steps” (Jer 10:23). “Also He spoke this
parable to some who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous” (Luke 18: 9a). 

Perfection does not come through time
or experience. It comes by setting your
way aside and giving it up. Ponder the way
of God, His way, and walk in that way, no
matter what you think is best for you. His
way is not intuitive to us.

“For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, So are My ways higher than your ways,
And My thoughts than your thoughts” (Isa
55:9).

His way is His covenant (Deu 8:6, 4:13).
A surface reading will not suffice. It must
be pondered with His statutes and judg-
ments to understand His way. Develop
your own relationship with your Creator
through study and action based on His
word.

“If you love Me, keep My commandments.
And I will pray the Father, and He will give
you another Helper, that He may abide with
you forever” (John 14:15-16).

His spirit, His mind, His character is a
gift. The reward is to those who diligent-
ly seek Him (Heb 11:6) and don’t depend
on their own understanding (Prov 3:5). No
action is inconsequential. 

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Sodom’s sins were pride and neglect
tioned that God expects homosexuals
to live up to the same standards He
expects of heterosexuals and how they
can meet those standards (the fruits of
the Spirit) with God’s help.

It is, therefore, ludicrous to suggest
that I have advocated the absence of
any moral standard relative to sex.

Two wrongs
A couple of my critics also alleged

that I argued that two wrongs make a
right and asserted that bad behavior of
the patriarchs does not justify bad
behavior by others.

I agree that two wrongs do not
make a right, and nothing in my orig-
inal article said
otherwise.

When I stated
that Abraham and
Jacob clearly vio-
lated parts of the
law of Moses, I
was merely point-
ing out that Moses’ law had not been
consistently applied, that there
appeared to be different standards for
different people.

I was pointing out biblical inconsis-
tency in bringing these scriptures to-
gether.

People’s bad behavior doesn’t justi-
fy anything, but it does demonstrate
inconsistency in the application of
“God’s” laws.

While it is easier to demonstrate
inconsistency by focusing on individ-
ual human examples, it is not neces-
sary to employ such examples to dem-
onstrate that inconsistencies exist
within Scripture.

Genesis 1
To demonstrate my point, I will

employ biblical logic using a tradi-
tional understanding of proper sexual
behavior.

Man’s creation
Consider these arguments based on

the Genesis 1 account of man’s cre-
ation:

God designed the aspects of the
human body to make it possible for
humans to reproduce their kind (Gen-
esis 1:27-28).

Everything God made was very
good (verse 31). Therefore, all aspects
of the human reproductive process are
very good.

God designed sexual intercourse to
be for one man and one woman

(Genesis 1:27-28; 2:24).
Everything God designed was very

good. (Genesis 1:31). Therefore, sex-
ual intercourse between one man and
one woman is very good.

God designed the female body to
carry a child through pregnancy and
deliver a healthy baby (Genesis 1:27-
28; 1 Timothy 2:15).

Everything God created was very
good (Genesis 1:31). Therefore, the
delivery of a healthy baby is very
good.

Inconsistency in the Bible
If we recognize these statements as

being logically consistent, why do we
have the laws in Leviticus 12 and 15?

The law of Moses states that any
time a man ejaculates he is to be re-

garded as unclean and impure
(Leviticus 15:16). Anything that the
man’s semen touches (skin or cloth-
ing) should be regarded as unclean
and impure (verse 17).

Later in the chapter we find that
both a man and a woman who had
engaged in sexual intercourse were to
be regarded as unclean and impure
(verse 18).

Leviticus 12 directs that a new
mother was unclean and impure for
seven days after the birth of a baby
boy and for 14 days after the birth of a
daughter (verses 2-5).

In fact, she wasn’t allowed to touch
anything sacred for 66 days after the
birth of a baby girl.

(Notice there is a
difference made in
the period of im-
purity for male and
female children.)

All of these pro-
hibited matters are
normal and healthy

features of human reproduction.
Brethren, these statements aren’t con-
sistent with logic or each other.

Death penalty
This inconsistency beautifully illus-

trates my point about isolating scrip-
tures.

If you focus on only a few scrip-
tures, you will run into serious diffi-
culties in formulating a coherent stan-
dard.

One more point about consistency: If
some folks are so committed to follow-
ing God’s clear instructions in Leviticus
20:13, why have they failed to carry out
the second part of what this verse
clearly commands: capital punishment?

I agree that two wrongs do not
make a right, and nothing in my
original article said otherwise.

Continued from page 9

See RIGHTEOUSNESS, page 39
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O ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
churches of God is to

get the church off track, and
heading in the wrong direction.
In the earliest days of the New
Testament Church, as reported
in the pages of your Bible, we
see that there were some with-
in the Church of God who
attempted to force the Gentiles
to go through Judaism in order
to be a good Christian (Gal
2:11-14).

Satan’s methods and goals
seldom change: Get the church
off track and headed in the
wrong direction.

Since the mid-1990s the
Church of God has been misdi-
rected into a continued discus-
sion about the calendar issue.
As Christians who are con-
cerned about the proper keep-
ing of God’s annual Feasts, the
subject has drawn widespread
attention.

One Church of God teacher
informed me that he had writ-
ten over 1,000 pages on the
subject of the calendar. One
could say that that may be a
bit of overkill. There are, how-
ever, a few key points that we
must understand before we are
able to have a discussion of
any substance.

Are you aware that:
God never gave Israel a

calendar?
He gave them Feast days?
The word calendar never

appears in Scripture?
Calendar is never

mentioned in the seven
major English translations of
the Bible?

Furthermore, although most
of the mainline churches of
God claim to follow the
Hebrew calendar, there is never
a mention of the Hebrew calen-
dar anywhere in the Scriptures.
How in the world can they
claim to follow something does
not scripturally exist? If they
were honest about what they
are doing, they would admit
that they are simply following a
Jewish tradition without scrip-
tural backing of any kind.

Please don’t take any of this
as a condemnation of the
Elders of God’s church. They are
merely following a tradition
that was placed into the

church by HWA and Dr. Hoeh.
Both of these gentlemen were
men of good spirit and well
intentioned.

This reminds me of Mark
7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of
men. For laying aside the com-
mandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men . . . Full well
ye reject the commandment of
God, that ye may keep your
own tradition.”

Question? If we can become
sloppy with the keeping of the
Feasts, what’s next?

The Sabbath? Tithing? Clean
and unclean? Look what hap-
pened when the church of God at
Rome decided to move the “keep-
ing of the Paschal celebration”
from the 14th of the 1st month to
the Sunday after the full moon
(Cat. Ency. article “Easter”).

It took less than 100 years to
turn the truth of God into a lie.

Instead of wasting our time
quibbling over “calendar
issues,” shouldn’t we be having
an honest discussion about the
proper timing of God’s annual
Feast Days? A question for
those who quibble over the
keeping of the New Testament
Passover: Should it be on the
evening of the 14th or the
evening of the 15th but some-
times keep it on the right day
of the wrong month?

That can and does happen!
It happened in 2013. This
was one of the frequent years
when the Jews claim the
beginning the new year came
before the end of the old year.
This is easily provable

You need to know how the
Jews calculate the first month
of the year. You will no doubt
be surprised!

First of all, let us recognize
that there is no Hebrew word
for month. In the first five
books of the Scriptures, the
English word month has been
inserted 78 times in an honest
error. The Hebrew word which
is translated month is the word

chodesh. The translation of that
Hebrew word is “New Moon.”

In 1611 A.D., when the
King James scholars translated
the Scriptures into English, it
was natural for them to use
the word month, because by
1611 they were not recog-
nizing the new moon. If every
time you read the word month
in scripture you said the words
“new moon,” you would even-
tually realize the significance
of what the translators did in
honest error.

When we realize that every
Feast of God is directly con-
nected to a new moon, we will
see more clearly the evidence
of the simplicity with which
God created His Feasts.

When the nation of Judah
was in captivity, the Word of
God inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel to condemn the spiritu-

al leadership of God’s people.
Ezekiel was not a historian;

he was a prophet. Prophets
write about things that are
going to come to pass. It is
important that we recognize
that fact when we read
Ezekiel 22:23-30.

He was inspired to write
about a conspiracy by the
preachers in the midst thereof
(verse 25). In verse 26 he talks
about Judah’s Priests who have
violated his law and profaned
his holy things and put no dif-
ference between the holy and
profane. He goes on in the
prophecy that they “hid their
eyes from my Sabbaths, and I

am profaned among them.”
In verse 30 he said he looks

for a man to make a hedge and
stand in the gap before him,
and he found none. How sad
it would be if that Scripture
came to pass.

The question we might want
to address is this: How difficult
is it to calculate the annual
Feast days, as God gave them
to Israel?

If you have a fifth-grader
in your group or in your family
circle, put a calendar in front
of them and asked them
to count from day 1 to day
15. Then ask them to count
7 more. Congratulations!
They just accurately enumerat-
ed the seven days of Unleav-
ened Bread.

Now, from the weekly
Sabbath within the Days of
Unleavened Bread, ask them to

count seven more Sabbaths.
Congratulations! The next day
is the Day of Pentecost.

We are halfway through the
year and we didn’t need a
Levitical priest or a member of
the Sanhedrin to get us there.
All we really need is for a con-
verted, understanding human
being to tell us when day 1 is.

The fall festivals are just as
difficult to accurately locate. All
we need to know is when is
day 1 of the seventh month.
Once we know that, our fifth-
grader can tell us when the
10th, 15th and 22nd of the sev-
enth month occur.

Again, all we need is a

competent, understanding,
converted human being to tell
us when the first day of the
seventh month occurs.

The Jewish leaders can give
us numerous reasons why they
choose to make the calcula-
tions so difficult and so convo-
luted. These numerical gymnas-
tics were never a part of God’s
will or His Word.

Brethren, God did not give a
group of Ph.D.s the under-
standing of his annual Feasts?
He gave them to a group of
wandering Hebrews living in
the desert with no scientific
instruments of any kind.

Why is the church leadership
unable to get together and tell
us when and how to do it
properly? Most of the church
leaders that I know personally
are converted, honorable,
educated, dedicated men of
God. I don’t think it would be
disrespectful to ask them the
question: Why do you refuse
to get this issue out in the
open instead of hiding behind
one obscure text about “the
oracles of God”?

In my opinion, God’s people
are not going to sit idly by
while some of the major ques-
tions about God’s Feast days
go unanswered.

The Church of God in my
opinion needs to be reconciled
not only with God but with one
another. Instead of reconcilia-
tion, we see split after split with
no end in sight. Is there anyone
who earnestly believes that God
is pleased with the splits that
have occurred and continue to
occur within His body?

Please visit our website, rec-
onciliationgroup.org, for what I
hope will be a refreshing and
educational visit. Please read
our article “A House Divided.”

Forget the Calendar...
Let’s Talk About God’s Feasts

Please visit our website at ReconciliationGroup.org

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
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GGoodd’’ss  HHoollyy  DDaayyss  oorr
tthhee  FFeeaassttss  ooff  tthhee  JJeewwss??

In his booklet on the Lord’s
Supper, Mr. Armstrong endorsed
the present Hebrew calendar as

correct to use to determine the times
of God’s Holy Days.

However, according to The
Jewish Encyclopedia of 1912 this
calculated calendar is based on the
length of a solar year which is too
long by about 61⁄2 minutes, and this
is pushing Passover towards the
summer (in the northern hemi-
sphere) by one day every 216 years.

Thus this could not have been the
calendar given to Moses or used by
Christ. God doesn’t change, so we
need to do what Mr. HWA always
did when faced with such a prob-
lem: Check what the Bible says

about the division of time.
This checking revealed no specif-

ic evidence to support a lunisolar
calendar—e.g., the Hebrew calen-
dar—but there was evidence from
Noah to the time of Rev. 22 to sup-
port a solar calendar of 12 months,
with each of the first six months
having 30 days, with no indication
regarding the extra 51⁄2 or 61⁄2 days.

As God’s Holy Days are deter-
mined by the number of days in the
first six months, there was no need
to record this.

I have written a relatively short
article giving the salient points of
my research and would be pleased
to send you a copy. Contact Clive
Leske at one of the addresses below.

For more information on this misunderstood yet
extremely vital subject, write or phone

CClliivvee  LLeesskkee
4A Memorial Drive, Tea Tree Gulley, S.A. 5091, Australia

cw.leske@bigpond.com • Phone 61 8 8396 3272

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ

Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332

Little Rock, AR 72260

Plato’s Shadow, by Gary Petty, looks at some foun-
dational teachings of the earliest Christians and
explores how their message was later shaped by Greek

and Roman society.

The early church used
the Old Testament as
Scripture and believed in
Jesus as the prophesied
Messiah.

They also taught that
baptism and laying
on of hands were
necessary for converts.

They shunned the use of
any images in their

worship and observed the Ten Commandments as the
foundation of Christian conduct.

These teachings were changed by the forces of
Gnosticism and Hellenistic society. The result is that
some of today’s most cherished Christian teachings are
remarkably different from what was taught in
the early church.

Millions of Christians are searching for a deeper
understanding of God’s purpose in their lives. The
answers can be found in the teachings of the earliest
followers of Jesus Christ. Plato’s Shadow will help you
discover the importance of “primitive Christianity.”

Order your copy today at Amazon.com

If Jesus’ apostles
walked the earth
today,would
they recognize
Christianity?

Leavened Bread Does Picture Firstfruits
—Ozwitness

T hank you, Don, for giving me an
opportunity to reply to your
article (see page 7 of issue No.
155 of The Journal) and to

make the difference between the two
Firstfruit offerings clearer.

By the way, to make your point you
misquote me time after time. Nowhere
in my article “An Abib Resurrection?”
(see page 1 of issue No. 154 of The
Journal) does it say that leavened
bread pictures “something unholy and
sinful”; therefore “offering loaves with
leaven in them is offering sin—or, as
Ozwitness says, pictures “something
unholy and sinful”; and “leavened
bread cannot picture Firstfruits.”

Those words are nowhere seen in
my writing as you state, because they
would completely destroy the point
God makes by defining two separate
and different Firstfruit offerings.

What you did read is: “Those [Pen-

tecost] loaves contain leaven, and so
are unlikely to picture Christ’s Bride,
who are counted as holy and sinless
by Christ.”

You make the point yourself that
those loaves are baked, and the leav-
ening they contain is no longer active;
it is dead. Both offerings are holy and
Godly because both groups of First-
fruits, at their resurrection, have sinned,
repented and been forgiven. But, as
God’s word shows, the 1st group pic-
tured by the offering in Leviticus 2 is
without leaven, and the 2nd group is
pictured by leavened bread in Leviticus
23, so God makes the difference be-
tween the two, not me.

The point is that the 144,000 of
Revelation 14 are very special, even
among God’s Firstfruits.They are in the
first resurrection and become the Bride
of Christ before our Father’s throne on

the Sea of Glass in heaven. They are
the virgins who enter, in Matthew 25.
They are “redeemed from THE men,” as
Revelation 14:4 actually says, and they
are described as virgins there too be-
cause they were not defiled by the
government and dominion of men in
the Church, which Jesus Christ con-
demned, as they recognised it as idol-
atry and left. After all, who would
marry someone who takes more notice
of another than his words?

Sadly, many in God’s Church who
are not now prepared to accept
Christ’s warning will repent, but only
after they are caught up in the Great
Tribulation, as we read in Revelation
7. And so they will miss the return of
Christ for His Bride, at the 6th seal.

To fully understand God’s End Time
instructions to us, read our End Time
tab at www.ozwitness.net.

www.ozwitness.net/
Click on the ‘Media’ tab for the Abib film about the Firstfruit harvest
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I
have some tendencies to look on the dark side
as opposed to being a happy-go-lucky eternal
optimist. For instance, my dad taught me to
drive with the maxim of “Remember, drive like
every other driver is trying to hit you!”

I believe this tendency has served me well over the
years. While driving, I am constantly looking for an
escape path. When I get on a bridge with no room to
maneuver away from an oncoming crazy driver (as I
perceive all other drivers to be), I get real nervous.

It’s also served me well since I focus on what can
go wrong, as opposed to what will probably happen.
In my business, this has saved my tail on more than
one occasion. I’ll keep faxes or emails that others
will throw away. Yes, it means I have boxes of papers,
but it also means that, when someone goes back on
a promise, I can prove they made the commitment.

When I was younger, I developed a really bad
habit of not being as organized and focused as I
should be. As you can see from the attached photo
of my desk, I don’t do so well at keeping things all
nice and neat.

I do better with the file structure in my email
program and computer, but maybe that’s because I
didn’t have computers to learn bad habits with as a
kid. But thankfully I have been blessed with a pret-
ty good memory about what I have saved. I might
not remember where I saved it, but I’ll usually re-
member it’s in the mess somewhere.

And, lastly, my trade is construction. As such, I
have adapted to the typical appearance of a con-
struction worker. (Unfortunately, my body has not
cooperated; I don’t have a six-pack and arms like
Superman.) I do wear jeans 99% of the time and but-
ton-up casual work shirts. I couldn’t care less how my
hair looks, and, actually, I sometimes deliberately
don’t shave for a day or two when I have to go to a
confrontational meeting. (The intimidation factor.)

So you now have a small picture of
how I present to the world. (I’m
going to make a point here, so
humor me.)

I work in construction. I start-
ed as a laborer, then moved to
hod carrier (brick mason’s assis-
tant), to apprentice carpenter, to
carpenter, to foreman, to super-
intendent, to general superinten-
dent, to project manager/estima-
tor. (The last move came through a series of unfortu-
nate adventures, but eventually to my benefit.)

Until relatively recently in my career path, I have
not had to present a good appearance. Organization of
personal space has not been a major focus since it did-
n’t impact my performance to a point I couldn’t cover
for. So I have not made any real efforts at trying to
change to accommodate how the world sees me.

As far as actually building things, I’m pretty good.
I have a knack for organizing a project (the appear-
ance of my desk to the contrary) and getting that
project completed effectively. As such, I have a rep-
utation that others respect. So personal appearance
and habits have not been much of an issue in my
career. (People and companies tend to overlook
things as long as they get what they want in the end.)

The latest company I am working for is the
largest I have worked for in my career, and therefore
they have some requirements I’m not used to. One
is we have to present a ‘sales’ face to the public at all
times—the theory being we are representing the

company during the workday. And the company has
an image they want to project. I understand that.

But it doesn’t mesh well with my years of
ingrained habits.

Just this week I had my annual performance
review. It wasn’t bad, and there were several items
they had to list with me at the top of the scale. And
there were some that they want to see some
improvement on. You can guess which ones need
improvement.

So why am I spending hard-earned money to tell
you this story? Because I
see it as a learning expe-
rience.

What happens at the
end of this age? Just about
everyone you talk to will
understand the phrase
‘Judgment Day.’ There are
several differing interpre-
tations of when that oc-
curs and how it applies to
different groups of peo-
ple. But there aren’t many
except for some died-in-
the-wool atheists who don’t believe in a judgment at
some point in time for everyone.

Also, most people subscribe to the idea this is the
age of judgment for Christians. Some believe that
group is limited to those called by God, some
believe it’s for all humans, some believe other
things. But most professing believers in God believe
we are judged by our actions in this life. Most sub-
scribe to the theory that our actions now will be
taken into account at the ‘Judgment Day.’

Given I also believe in being judged by my actions
here, I have to logically conclude that every day is a
‘daily’ performance review, performed by God. He

looks at what I do with what I have been given, and
makes an assessment of how well I have done.

There are hundreds of scriptural references to
prove this, but the one I like most is when Abraham
was about to sacrifice his son: “. . . For now I know
thou fearest God . . .” (Gen. 22:12).

God knew He could rely on Abraham because of
Abraham’s actions. God was doing an appraisal of
Abraham. I suppose that might sound rather cal-
lous, especially to an unbeliever, but the reality is
God needed to see what Abraham would do.

My boss looks at my actions and appearance and
judges me every day. I may not get the results till the
annual review, but he’s looking nonetheless.

Now, this was a formal review, and I received
written feedback on what the company expects to
see change in my life at work within the next year.
Do I want to change these things? Absolutely not!
Frankly, I think I do about as well as I can. After all,
do I want to admit that I could be WRONG??? Clearly,
that is simply not a reasonable position to take: say-

ing I could be wrong! (Sarcasm alert!)
Well, guess what. They pay the freight. They put

money into my account every two weeks. Like clock-
work. Do I want them to continue to do that? You bet
I do! Do I need to accommodate their wishes? I bet-
ter, if I want to continue to receive money from them.

The real issue here is what is good for me. My com-
pany wants me to change because they perceive that
they will benefit from those changes. However, I also
believe they see benefits to me personally by the
changes they are asking me to make. I honestly be-

lieve the president of the
company I work for (who was
in the review) is truly con-
cerned with my well-being in
addition to what the company
has to gain from my adher-
ence to their goals.

I have two choices here. I
can become bitter and angry
(or some variant of that atti-
tude), or I can be positive
about the constructive criti-
cism I have been given. I can
accept that I have some

habits that are counterproductive to my well-being
and others are better able to see those shortcomings.

Or I can roll back to the typical human-nature
response and say, “Well, what makes them so high
and mighty that they can criticize me? They don’t
know my background; they don’t know how well my
life works for me; they need to realize this is just the
way I am and they can take it or leave it!”

I have a very close friend who works with a woman
who openly makes that last statement. We have decid-
ed that, if the woman doesn’t change, we are pretty
sure she is headed for the unemployment office.

I have the same choices when dealing with God. Do
I really want to change to the stan-
dards that He sets in His word? As
a human, I have to be honest and
say no. I’m selfish and self-cen-
tered. As a human, I want what I
want, and to paraphrase Rhett
Butler, “Frankly, my dear, I don’t
give a darn” about anyone or any-
thing else.

If I keep that selfish attitude,
the end result from God isn’t an

unemployment check. That attitude means I’m going
to get bad daily-performance reviews from God, and
my overall performance review will likely lead to a very
quick trip to a very hot place.

God wants what is best for me and what is best for
His entire family. If I trust Him; if I respond to what
He shows me from His word and I listen to His ‘still
small voice’ (1 Kings 19:12), then I stand a much bet-
ter chance to receive a “Well done good and faithful
servant” at my end of life-performance review.

Last thought on this: God is looking at how we
react to and deal with other humans and events in
this life. That is the only means He has to judge us
(Gen. 22:12, remember?)

So when your employer (or whoever you have to
answer to) makes suggestions, how do you react? (Luke
16:10). God watches what we do here on earth. Never
forget Gen. 22:12. I can guarantee He remembers
Satan was at one time properly subservient. But Satan
changed for the worse. I would admonish you do not
give God reason to suspect you might do the same.

My Annual Performance Review

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

When I was younger, I developed a bad
habit. As you can see from the attached
photo of my desk, I don’t do so well at

keeping things all nice and neat.
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Q: Do Religious Fiction and Pious
Invention Clarify the Concept
of God’s Power?

Part Three

F airness and Clarity: To be fair
and perfectly clear, it is highly un-
likely that ordinary professing
Christian believers who adopt a

multi-god worldview are liars, fools, or miscre-
ants. I give them their due.

I have sat with many of them. I have eaten
with them. I have laughed with them. I have
played and performed with them. I have
preached to them, prayed for them,
and cried with them. In short, I was
one of them at my very core.

I join and empathize with their con-
cerns and fears. Many of these good
folks are very bright individuals. Many
others are clever in various ways; but
none, insofar as I am concerned, are to
be condemned for what they believe.

Their sincerity is not in question. I
neither condemn nor personally attack
the true Christian believer. If I have done
so, I seek forgiveness and apologize.
Such personal or ad Hominem attacks
appeal to prejudices, emotions, or spe-
cial interests to gain an advantage.

I need no special advantage. Others do.
Many religionists with concealed agendas
attack opponents’ character instead of answer-
ing arguments, letting bogus accusations of
heresy, and worse, fly.

Nonetheless, I will speak plainly. In my search-
ing and probing the worldviews of believers
and non-believers alike, I rather favor high-
lighting misguided belief systems, muddled in-
tellectual disorder, and adopted delusions re-
garding the nature of God and problems with-
in the Holy Bible. It is my fervent hope that,
through these sessions, I may make some mod-
est contribution to the search for truth.

Some may be offended by my candor and
outspokenness—even by what they may sup-
pose is my worldview. Be that as it may, the
magnitude of the subject of what and who God
is remains my guiding principle.

I must be true to myself, even at the cost of
inviting ridicule. Falsity on my part would
betray my whole adult spiritual life.

Admittedly, my rummaging around through
passionately held belief systems might make
some zealous believers fearful. But what
should make us all really fearful is the fact that
Truth is ever evasive and will quickly and qui-
etly escape casual notice, and, as if that isn’t
bad enough, while the majority do, not every
Christian lecturer at every level holds Truth in
high esteem. I know this for a fact.

In Retrospect: In Part Two of Just Table
Talk, I asked how ignorance and universal evil
might affect the reality of God’s power. One
conclusion to be drawn from that discussion is
that ignorance begets misunderstandings: in
lieu of definitive data, one throws his trust and
support behind church dogma.

Another conclusion: incalculable universal
immorality rails against God’s power over his
creation, and may even be at odds with his
existence. Any god (or king, or president, or
absentee landlord) who cannot control ram-
pant evil within his own territory has a problem
with power, authority, and influence. Even-
tually, runaway degenerate societies crumble
under their own immoral weight.

Religious Fiction: Besides immorality, the
world has natural evil with which to deal—

earthquakes, mudslides, windstorms, drought,
floods, and so on—“Acts of God,” you know.

This sort of “evil” is characterized by misfor-
tune, disaster, or suffering. Such unfortunate
hardship is rampant on every continent—and
virtually unpredictable. Yet in the face of mas-
sive suffering and assorted evils encountered
within every culture from time immemorial,
God is said to have all power over his creation
in virtually every respect.

God is said to rule humanity. But this attribu-
tion of omnipotence seems absurd in the face of
numerous particulars showing that God does
not have—is not using—all the power he is
reported to have. Nevertheless, some insist that

God just cannot be
God unless he has all
power and more!

“So, His holiness
and righteousness, and
justice. His knowledge
and wisdom, His pow-
er, His love and His
mercy. These attrib-
utes of God that con-
stitute God is God.
That without those at-
tributes He wouldn’t
be God. Can God be
God if He doesn’t
know everything? No.

Can God be God if He isn’t holy? No. So these
attributes that are essential for God to be God,
comprise then the nature of God.”1

“The Bible tells us that God is omniscient.
He knows everything.”2

Not so Fast. Does God really know all
things?

“He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on the lad or
do anything to him; for now I know that you
fear God, seeing you have not withheld your
son, your only son, from me’ ” (Gen. 22:12,
RSV). Funny, God did not know how Abraham
would react.

“And so . . . God left him [Hezekiah] to him-
self, in order to try him and to know all that

was in his heart (2 Chr. 32:31, RSV). To try
someone is to seek to know how he might
act—it is a test. God had no idea what was in
the man’s heart.

But wait! What about these next passages?
“For he knows the secrets of the heart”

(Psa. 44:21b, RSV). “For my eyes are upon all
their ways; they are not hid from me, nor is
their iniquity concealed from my eyes” (Jer.
16:17, RSV). “And they prayed and said, “Lord,
who knowest the hearts of all men, show
which one of these two thou hast chosen”
(Acts 1:24, RSV). “. . . He knows everything” (1
John 3:20, RSV).

Is God omniscient? The Bible answer: yes
and no, so take your pick.What do you want to
teach?

“So, before we determine whether or not
God is omniscient, we need to recognize that
the world has some weird and conflicting ideas
about what this word means. . . . The Bible tells
us that God does perceive all things, which
means that no fact can be hidden from His

knowledge. . . . nothing is beyond God’s ability
to perceive it. In this sense, He is omniscient. . . .
But if we are to use the word omniscient to
describe our Father and His glorified Son, it
cannot mean that God knows our every choice
before we make it in every circumstance,
because Scripture tells us otherwise! . . . We
can say with confidence that God is omni-
scient. But we must allow the Bible to define
what omniscient means.”3

This one sounds a lot like Santa Claus:“Breth-
ren, God knows and can read our very minds. . . .
we all know that God is God and He is a mirac-
ulous God and He understands everything and
He can read our minds, He actually knows what
we are thinking. He knows when we’re thinking
the right thing and He knows when we’re think-
ing the wrong thing. “. . . For the LORD searches
all hearts and understands all the imaginations
of the thoughts” (1 Chron. 28:9). “[W]ell, how
does God know all of the thoughts of all of
mankind at any particular time? The answer is of
course He is God and He can do that if He so
chooses.”4 So be good for goodness’ sake.

Since God apparently does and does not
know all things, does that mean he is not God
after all but a being with a serious psychologi-
cal problem?

How can one insist that a good loving deity
who supposedly has all power, who supposed-
ly knows all things, who supposedly is every-
where intervening within the societies of man
for their immediate and ultimate good on one
hand, while, on the other hand and at the very
same time, has innocent men, women, and
children suffering a living and dying hell on
earth? Why, pray tell, is it impossible for even
the innocent and blameless to escape afflic-
tion? What’s wrong with a little mercy now—
is it unavailable?

Evil people pay for their misdeeds (when
they are caught and do pay) because society’s
police catch them, not because God has some-
how snared and punished them. Without laws
and the police, anarchy would engulf society.

According to many Christian apologists, the

real punishment of evil people is said to come
along in the afterlife, in a medieval ever-burn-
ing Christian torture pit. Punishment is to be
doled out by God, or his evil adversary—long
after the human scoundrels have enjoyed their
evil gains at the expense of the innocent.

And the rewards for long-suffering good
people? They allegedly come along in the after-
life as well. After death, good folks are said to
go to heaven and do, in effect, nothing specif-
ic—they have passed to a better place: at
home with God (Jesus, the Lord): “the state of
supreme, definitive happiness.”

But little of the speculation about the after-
life is biblical. “In fact, the Bible reveals very
few concrete details about heaven, the afterlife
and what happens when we die.”5 Something
productive might be nice.

The Christian heaven is said to be a place of
blissful delight for good folks, while hell,
reserved for sinners, is a torture chamber.These
are not answers to the ongoing problem of
evil. Justice delayed is justice denied. When lit-

tle justice is afforded those who deserve it in
this life, evil ones are emboldened to step up
their attacks on innocent men, women, and
children. What good is a vague afterlife when
one has suffered mightily in this one? Are we
looking for a settling of scores? Apparently not:

“We will complete the very love-works we
are meant to do on Earth. There are only six
things that never get boring on Earth, six things
that never come to an end: knowing and loving
yourself, your neighbor, and God. Since persons
are subjects and not objects, they are not
exhaustible; they are like magic cows that give
fresh milk forever.”6

Magic milk cows? I reach for another book:
“What is it going to be like in eternity with

God?” Rick Warren tried to answer the question:
“Frankly, the capacity of our brains cannot han-
dle the wonder and greatness of heaven. . . . In
heaven we will be reunited with loved ones who
are believers, released from all pain and suffer-
ing, rewarded for our faithfulness on earth, and
reassigned to do work we enjoy doing. . . . We
will enjoy unbroken fellowship with God and he
will enjoy us for an unlimited forever.”7

If I enjoy cutting trees down for a living, will
there be enough work for me in heaven? Rick
Warren’s utopian opinion above is directed
toward trusting Christianity. In a May 01, 2011,
interview with Pastor John Piper, Pastor Warren
said: “I never intended The Purpose Driven Life
to be read by unbelievers.”

Others, supporting a more complex earthly
view, teach a continuum of an eternal good life
on earth after “the last day” or thereabouts, for
“Christ’s followers from this age.”

As a result of an end-time resurrection, a
few saved persons are to gain ruling demigod
immortal status and great power in a brand
new kingdom—complete with all the trap-
pings: a king, his court, inflexible rules and reg-
ulations, and so on.

A few jesters thrown in would be nice. But
at least these people have some details:

The immortal ruling class, mobilized at the
resurrection of the just, will be working under
and with King Jesus in an world-ruling author-
itarian Kingdom of God on earth as lesser gods
and goddesses, priests, minor kings, and what-
not; all serving in important and influential
positions. Jesus and his team of human-gods
will rule the world with a rod of iron (Rev.
19:15). Jesus’ kingdom “will consume all pre-
sent national governments on earth and set up
the world-ruling Kingdom of God.”8

“All the governments of men—including
that of every large and small country on earth
today—will be smashed and replaced by God’s
coming.”9

Force is the name of the game—with force-
fed labor, force-fed religion, force-fed obliga-
tions, and force-fed worship.

“The Bible speaks of the coming ‘Kingdom
of God’ . . . A new government led by Jesus
Christ will rule the whole world with justice
and fairness . . . beginning at the return of
Christ! The Kingdom of God will be the utopia
that man has longed for, it will never end, and
it will be right here on this earth.”10

This type of regime is all too familiar: a top-
down world-wide authoritarian government
on earth where everyone is part of a collective;
a controlling utopian commune.

About Utopia: Utopia, as a place of no
pain, no suffering, and no problems, does not
exist. Utopia was coined and the concept creat-
ed by Sir Thomas More and used as a title of his
book in 1516 about an imaginary island enjoy-
ing perfect legal, social, and political systems.

By F. Paul Haney

Christ Fellowship Ministries • Kensington, CT 06037, USA • cfministries@att.net

Since God apparently does and does
not know all things, does that mean he

is not God after all but a being with
a serious psychological problem?

— Just Table Talk —

Is God Omnipotent?

Continued on next page
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Utopia is from the Greek ou “not” plus topos
“place,” literally “nowhere.” Utopia is a figment
of the imagination, a fantasy Island. Modern
Utopia exists only in the minds of religious and
political devotees. The Christian global utopian
society will be authoritarian and based on the
Ten Commandments. Within the religious realm
of Utopia, everyone must accept “God’s way” or
suffer the consequences. In reality, it will be the
most efficient and well-organized Big Brother
“great society” ever set up.

Deadly Distortions: The information peo-
ple obtain in accordance with the rules of logi-
cal learning from various experiences, events,
talks, readings, and the like is not the same as
the information they receive psychologically or
perceptively.

What one perceives may not be what was
being conveyed. That is, people do not neces-
sarily extract all the pertinent or relevant data
from an event—say, a conference—particular-
ly if said data are contrary to their worldviews.
People tend to listen selectively, minds tend to
wander, and, when a speaker drones on and on
with a myriad of details, overshooting his time
limit, not only do listeners’ focus and concen-
tration suffer, but heads begin to nod.

Preachers and preacher wannabes, take
note. The predictable result of such difficult
learning conditions can be distortion, misrepre-
sentation, and misunderstanding.

Distortions in perceptions do not add to
one’s store of knowledge. Distortions are not
helpful in business, religion, politics, or mar-
riages.

In many settings of intellectual discourse,
distortions can be predictable. But make no
mistake: Once in a while, deliberate distortions
of biblical doctrines and deliberate misrepre-
sentations, merged with some truth, are
offered up as biblically accurate.

More often than not, but just as deadly, log-
ical distortions turn up for other reasons. A
speaker giving a talk is normally familiar with
the subject at hand and understands what he
wishes to convey. He has studied and worked
the kinks out of his subject matter.The audience
may not have a clue regarding the subject.

But, even with the careful listener, misun-
derstandings occur. They occur not because the
speaker happens to be an “illogical person,” or
the listener a fool, but often because of the
emotional content of the material with which
they are dealing.

People are readily capable of logically cor-
rect perceptions. But they have been known to
“rewrite” emotionally charged statements in a
way that changes the nature of the intellectual
subject. Or they simply tune out.

For example, one might ignore information
that disagrees with his own strongly held con-
victions. Later, one might substitute informa-
tion that does agree in order to reach a “logi-
cal” conclusion that satisfies.

Human memories do not always accurately
record information. Even eyewitnesses cannot
always be trusted. Information cannot be re-
membered as if it had been recorded on tape.
Instead, our brains reconstruct memories from
a few clues.That is quite normal. Our memories
cannot possibly contain all the impressions we
experience every day.

But, even when statements or beliefs are
truly distorted and facts are misrepresented,
whether from deliberate deceit or not, it may
be that our brain’s reconstruction process has
produced an erroneous—though self-satisfy-
ing—recall. Our brains do recreate events in
our best interest.

In 2004, Roderick C. Meredith, Living Church
of God, wrote: “The God revealed in your Bible
has the ability to exercise total control of
nations and individuals.”11

Most Christians accept this as fact. But the

evidence points in another direction. Mr.
Meredith mentions how this control is being
exercised today. “He [God] decides whether
tomorrow will have clear skies or not,” and
quoting Jesus as a proof text: “God sends rain
on the just and unjust (Matt. 5:45).”

The writer then claims: “Occasionally, God
withholds rain, or sends too much, to teach
people lessons! . . . So, God has power to water
a land or to dry it up.”

Mr. Meredith does not list any lessons to be
learned. “The same applies to the wind, cold,
hurricanes, and clouds.”

He goes on: “To exact his will among men,
God uses his secret agents—righteous angels
(and at times fallen angels)—to influence, to
deliver, or to destroy.”

The writer predicts a global utopian soci-
ety—for some, anyway. “True saints” will be-
come the new “rod of iron” ruling class. This
will, of course, happen only after Jesus returns
and overthrows the wicked world.

Finally, Mr. Meredith winds up: “The God of
Creation will interfere in human affairs—and
soon!”

This writing is about 10 years old.The mean-
ingless exclamation “soon!” with respect to

God’s supposed global intervention has been
bandied about by religionists for centuries with
no discernible consequence. No one returns, no
one intervenes, and life goes on as before.

Talk is cheap and religious talk is especially
so, particularly when no one can challenge the
speaker. Is it any wonder atheists scoff at
Christianity?

Testing Your Faith: James L. Crenshaw,
Duke University Divinity School professor,
wrote of Abraham’s test and the horrendous
testing of Job. Abraham was to sacrifice Isaac,
his only son, but God stayed the hand that held
the butcher knife. Abraham killed a ram
instead. Abraham passed the test and was
blessed (Gen. 22:1 ff).

Professor Crenshaw suggests that such test-
ing besmirches the character of the deity. I fully
agree. And I find the mythical testing of Job to
be a monstrous case study in meanness and
pettiness.

The compiler of the didactic story in the
book of Job, according to Professor Crenshaw,
resists a harsh depiction of Israel’s deity, pre-
ferring rather to blame a lesser heavenly being
(Satan) for the trial that turns Job’s life upside
down. Nevertheless, Yahweh still gets the
blame “because he grants permission to an
underling and places limits on what the adver-
sary can do. . . . In the end, the attempt to let
the deity off the hook has failed.”12

Why are we tested? Several reasons. For
example: “God tests us so we can experience
victory. He walks in faith and believes we will
win every test. [Why? He knows better.] He is
like a proud parent who tells their child to ‘Go
out there and show them what you can do,’
expecting them to win.”

“The larger the task ahead—the bigger the
test required now. God does not test us to hurt
us or defeat us. [What are afflictions and suf-
fering but hurtful experiences?] He does it be-
cause he loves us too much to put us into a
position of responsibility which would be too
much for us, where we would be put to
shame.” [That’s biblical?]

“Testing is necessary and beneficial for the

one being tested.”
“God allows us to enter into faith combat so

we can see his deliverance and victory over our
adversary.”13

I wonder how many faith-tester preachers
have really had a serious test of their faith.Why
do we need to have our faith tested, anyway—
isn’t God omniscient?

“When we ask why God tests us or gives
permission for us to be tested, we are admitting
that testing does indeed come from him, as
clearly taught in Scripture. . . . When God tests
his children, he does a valuable thing. . . . In
both the Old and New Testaments, the words
translated ‘test’ mean to prove by trial.
Therefore, when God tests his children, the pur-
pose is to prove that our faith is real. Not that
God needs to prove it to himself since he knows
all things; rather, he is proving to us that our
faith is real, that we are truly his children, and
that no trial or test will overcome that faith. . . .
The account of Job is a perfect example of God
allowing one of his saints to be tested by the
devil. Job bore all his trials patiently and ‘did
not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.’
However, the account of Job’s testing is proof
that Satan’s ability to tempt us is limited by

God’s sovereign control. No demon can test or
afflict us with beyond what God has ordained
for his perfect purpose and our benefit.”14

When one reads the implausible and ridicu-
lous account of Job, which began as an epic
poem, one is immediately struck by the notion
that God and Satan are playing a game of
“Gotcha!” with Job. But the two players ne-
glect to explain the point of the entertainment
to the poor suffering slob.

To suggest that a bragging God allowed
some fast-talking heavenly character to play
games with Job’s reality, destroy his way of life,
murder his children and family, destroy his
home and his livestock, take away all his pos-
sessions, and finally cover the man with boils
so as to ruin his health, simply to see if Job
would hang on to his faith, is outrageous.

Rather than embracing this tall tale as a
good example of faith, Christians ought to be
sorely offended that the God they worship has
been portrayed by preachers as small, petty,
trivial, shortsighted, belligerent, and, frankly,
malevolent.

Sermon upon sermon is foolishly preached
using Job as a desirable example of faith. Surely,
no one thinks this is a real account of a factual
event respecting a loving and benevolent God.
Never mind that Job had possessions and family
restored later; even that took years!—the whole
sophomoric tale should be an affront to any
rational application of a loving and kind God.
But it’s in the Bible and hordes of captive con-
gregants are browbeaten with Jobian jewels.

Matt Slick, a writer and apologist with
CARM,15 expresses a popular theodicy. He
writes:“(1) It is possible that God has reasons for
allowing evil to exist that we simply cannot
understand. . . . (2) God may be letting evil run its
course in order to prove that evil is malignant
and that suffering, which is the unfortunate prod-
uct of evil, is further proof that anything contrary
to God’s will is bad, harmful and leads to
death. . . . (3) A possible reason that God is let-
ting evil occur is so that on the Day of Judgment,
the condemned will have no right to say that God
is unjust. God is not stopping people from exer-

cising their free will. . . . (4) It is quite possible
that God uses the suffering to do good. He pro-
duces patience through tribulation (Rom. 5:3). Or
he may desire to save someone through it.”

He continues: “God is in the world using the
world and its failures for his glory and the ben-
efit of those who listen to him. But then, what
about those who seem to suffer innocently with
no benefit resulting? What about the woman
who is raped, or the innocent bystander who is
killed by a stray bullet? In both cases, the vic-
tims and the families suffer great pain and loss.
What good can this possibly be?”

He answers: “Ultimately no one is innocent
& all have sinned . . . Why do little babies suf-
fer for things they have not done?” Mr. Slick is
stumped: “I do not know.”

His conclusion: “Suffering is the result of
human sin. . . . All are vulnerable to the effects
of sin in the world.Why does one person suffer
and another does not? Why do catastrophes
happen to some and not to others? It is
because sin is in the world. But there will come
a day when the Lord will return and cleanse
this world of all sin and all suffering.”

How will this help current sufferers?
According to Mr. Slick, Adam rebelled

against God and that “Fall” caused a change in
the nature of man and creation, and all people
thereafter became sinful (Rom. 5:12; Eph. 2:3).
No one is innocent (Rom. 3:23). But we win in
the end; a great Utopia magically materializes
and all suffering will be put away (Rev. 21:4).

Oh, the wonder of it all. Can we stop blaming
victims already and put evil in its proper place?
Maybe then blameless victims would really be
blameless, not indicted participants of evil
events. How did babies become sinful in the
womb, such that when they are hurt they
deserve it? They apparently inherited Adam’s sin,
and consequently the sins of the fathers are vis-
ited upon “innocent” children (cf. Ezek. 18:20).

But we cannot have it both ways.
Bottom line: Can a wonderful futuristic

utopian society be the answer to the problem
of evil? When? Nobody knows. Despite the cur-
rent colossal level of global anguish, the
assumption by most is that God is in control;
that God allows all this massive evil to take
place and sinners are to blame for all the dis-
tress. No one is innocent: not babies, not chil-
dren, not adults, not bystanders; no victim is
innocent—you name it, no one, not one. All
victims are to blame for their suffering!

Rats! I’ve run out of space. More stuff com-
ing.

—F. Paul Haney, cfministries@att.net

1 http://rodiagnusdei.wordpress.com/tag/athanasius/; Dr.
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7 The Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren, pp. 38-39
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11 How God Intervenes in World Affairs, booklet © Feb.

2004, pp. 2, 11, 13, 27, 30, 36
12 Defending God, Biblical Responses to the Problem of Evil

by James L. Crenshaw, © 2005, p. 66; Professor of the
Old Testament at Duke University Divinity School

13 http://www.believers.org/believe/bel159.htm
14 http://www.gotquestions.org/why-does-God-test-

us.html
15 The Christian Apologetics and Research Ministry (CARM),

http://carm.org/why-there-evil-and-suffering-world
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In The Journal, Issue 156, Reginald Killingley (in his
editorial titled “Are Our Opinions About Sex in
Line With the Bible?”) states:nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

“He [Lonnie Hendrix, in an editorial in Issue
155] raised important questions about how we arrive at
biblical standards for sex and marriage, given examples
such as David’s and Solomon’s.

“David was a man after God’s own heart, and Solo-
mon, whose wisdom became legendary, both had mul-
tiple wives and concubines, as had numerous other Old
Testament heroes.

“How does their legacy inform our view of marriage
today?”

When David’s name is mentioned in regards to sex
and marriage, most everyone who has read or heard
the story will quickly zero in on the incident between
David and Bathsheba.

Nathan, speaking for God, goes to King David
and tells him a story about two men, one rich and
one poor. The rich man had many flocks and herds.
The poor man had nothing except one little ewe
lamb which he had bought and nourished and it grew
up together with him and with his
children. It ate of his own food and
drank from his own cup and lay in his
bosom and was like a daughter to
him.

A traveler came to the rich man,
who refused to take from his own
flock and herd but instead took the
poor man’s lamb, butchered and took
and served it to his guest.

So David’s anger was greatly aroused against the
man and he said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the
man who has done this shall surely die.”

David had no problem quickly seeing what should
be done. David was a sheepherder. He had lived much
of his younger life amongst the sheep, and surely knew
what it was like to hold a newborn lamb in his bosom.
He knew what it was like to save the flock from lions
and bears. At that time, he was a man after God’s own
heart (I Samuel 13:14).

I’ll not write the whole story down even though it’s
important to look at. God does make one thing very
clear to David.

II Samuel 12:9: “You have despised the command-
ment of the LORD to do evil in His sight. You have
killed Uriah . . . You have taken his wife to be another
one of your wives . . . Therefore the sword shall never
depart from your house because you have despised Me
and have taken the wife of Uriah.

“I will raise up adversity against you from your own
house; and will take your wives before your eyes and
give them to your neighbor and he will lie with them
. . . I will do this before all Israel.

“Because of what you did, you have caused the ene-
mies of the LORD to blaspheme, the child must die.”
The LORD struck the child and it died.

Reg, you ask about biblical standards for sex and
marriage. David, Nathan and God answer your ques-
tion in the story.

Was David “a man after God’s own heart” as he
plotted and executed his sinful plans?

Answer: Absolutely not!
Did he break all or almost all the commandments?
Yes!
Did David deserve the death sentence for what he did?
David says definitely, Yes! God says, Yes!
Was it because of David that God killed the child?
Yes!
Does the story clearly show a king who knew better,

seeking to satisfy his perverted sexual pleasure to a
point that borders on insanity?

If a person wants to read a story of what not to do
in regards to dealing with your fellow man and woman,
then this story of David and Bathsheba is a good one.
If you want to know what not to do to be a man after
Gods’ own heart, then this is a good one.

Reading over the entire story of David, could one
not say that if David had established a close relation-
ship with his first wife, Michal, who loved him, and not
focused his attention on the many other women, that
his life and the lives of many around him would have
been much better?

If Jacob had not been taken advantage of and had
only the one wife whom he wanted, would he not have
been better off?

Was Job not better off having only one wife, even
though she at one time wanted him to curse God for
what God did and die?

They had a total of twenty children, which shows
those who think that God wanted men to have many
wives so they could have many children is not that
credible.

Compare two stories: David and Bathsheba and

Ruth and Boaz. Clearly we see two different worlds.
One situation is God-focused, the other not. Guess
which is which.

Does anyone believe that a man who has a good
marriage and brings into that marriage another woman
or, as in some cases, another man sexually, that the out-
come could be anything else but deteriorating that
marriage and, in fact, immediately breaks down the
original marriage agreement?

The more outsiders you bring into the marriage, the
less that original marriage is maintained. At the point
that David was dancing in the street, Michal’s and
David’s marriage was already over; they had no real
marriage. She likely had a disdain for David since he
abandoned her and then took her from her husband.

Just because some men were heroes in the Bible, or
men after God’s own heart, it doesn’t mean that they
at times didn’t set the worst of examples to follow.
David, the man after God’s own heart, because he had
blood on his hands, wasn’t allowed to build God’s tem-
ple, even though David apparently was repentant for
what he did.

The statement “blood on his hands” includes the
death of Uriah, the death of the child, 70,000 men (II
Samuel 24:15), etc.

The example of David’s son Amnon clarifies how
sex and marriage were looked at by some in David’s
family.

II Samuel 13:2: Amnon knew that it was improper
to become sexually involved with his half-sister Tamar.
But, seeing that she was attractive and to be sexually
desired (similar to his father and Bathsheba), rather
than burn with lust for her or repent, he, along with
David’s brother’s son Jonadab, who was very crafty, set
a plan to seduce and rape Tamar.

Their plan worked. Rather than making a decision
to marry Tamar, which she suggested to Amnon, he
played the fool. He chose to rape her and have no
strings attached. So much for his claim of love for her.

Amnon raped Tamar. He then hated her exceeding-
ly with a hate greater than the love that he claimed to
have for her before he raped her.

Surprise, surprise! Is it not clear that uncontrolled
sexual lust is a main point? David knew that death was
the sentence for anyone who did this, but he did noth-
ing, nor did his brother do anything, to his son Jonadab.

Absalom, David’s son and the brother of Tamar, was
the only one who enforced the judgment of death on
Amnon. From then on things went downhill between
Absalom and his father David, as God promised would
be the results of what David had done.

One noted COG minister says: “At the beginning of
the millennium, the rule will be that men will have
seven wives to balance out the population because of
the shortage of men. That will make the men happy.
Ha ha.”

He bases this on Isaiah 4:1: “Seven women will take
hold of one man saying, we will eat our own food, wear
our own apparel, only let us be called by your name to
take away our reproach.”

Just because seven women said this doesn’t mean
that the man or God agreed to this or that more than
seven women said it.

I think that it’s good to keep in mind what was said
just prior to Isaiah 4:1 beginning with
Isaiah 3:12:

“As for My people, children are their
oppressors and women will rule over
them, who cause you to err and destroy
your paths.”

The state of mind before Isaiah 4:1
(Isaiah 3:16-26) describes women in cap-
tivity being stripped of most everything

that they thought was important.
Verse 24: “And so shall it be, instead of sweet smell

there will be stench; instead of a sash, a rope; instead of
well-set hair, baldness; instead of a rich robe, a girding of
sackcloth; and branding instead of beauty.”

Does not this picture women who are taken into
captivity and stripped of many things that they idol-
ized? They also lost men and husbands who they dis-
respected or did not look to as an important stabiliz-
ing part of their lives. This being so, then wouldn’t the
following scenario be possible?

After women have lost everything, and are just
being brought into the millennium from captivity, just
having a connection to one of the men who had sur-
vived, even if he had to be shared by other women,
would at first thought be a great stabilizing factor in
some of the women’s lives. They should take heart.

Isaiah 4:2: “The fruit of the earth shall be excellent
and appealing for those who have escaped.” Isaiah 43:5:
“Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the
ends of the earth.” Isaiah 43:4: “Therefore I will give men
for you.” Ezekiel 4:22: “There shall be left in it a remnant
who will be brought out, both sons and daughters.”

Though at first the women may grasp for anything
for stability, I believe that they will quickly understand
that God has a support system to take care of all their
needs and that, if indeed they are grasping for a man or
just his name, they quickly find it’s not necessary. They
will be surrounded by brothers and sisters, physical and
spiritual, and potential husbands whom they will not
be sharing with any so-called second, third, fourth,
fifth, sixth or seventh wife.

Do you suppose that David’s wives and concubines
were surprised when they heard about David sending
for and taking Uriah’s wife Bathsheba? I suspect that
all who heard of it were not surprised and, just like
with J.F. Kennedy, those surrounding him were used to
hearing such things.

Reg, you quote Kennedy: “Too often we enjoy the
comfort of opinion without discomfort of thought.”

Biblical Standards of
Sex and Marriage

If a person wants to read a story of what
not to do in regards to dealing with your
fellow man and woman, then this story
of David and Bathsheba is a good one.

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Of all the examples of someone who was not both-
ered with discomfort of thought when it comes to
adultery, sexual perversion, whoremongering, Kennedy
was the man. We can use his example to show how to
ruin a marriage. Camelot? What a joke!

When the subject of sex is brought up, Abraham
and Sodom and Gomorrah are often brought up. I’d
like to first point out what happened when Abram
took his wife’s advice and became sexually involved
with Hagar.

Genesis 16:4: Her mistress became despised in her
eyes. Verse 5: Sarai became despised in Hagar’s eyes.
Sarai said to Abram, “My wrong be upon you.” Lesson
learned: Don’t do it.

When Lot offers his two daughters, he states:
“They have not known a man; take them and do what
you want. Do nothing with these men.”

They then tried to break down the door. Is it not
very clear that they were breaking down the door to
sexually attack the men, and the offer of two virgins to
attack could not satisfy or deter them?
Isn’t this act the final curtain that
dooms Sodom and Gomorrah?

Is it not clear that to live in a place
like Sodom and Gomorrah is to be
avoided? And that Lot’s values were
compromised to a point that he would
rather give his daughters to an insane
mob to be sexually assaulted and likely
killed than put up his life to defend them?

The Levite’s concubine, Judges 19:1: A Levite took
for himself a concubine. She played the harlot against
him and went to her father’s house and stayed. The
Levite went to get her, stayed six days at her father’s
house eating and drinking and being merry. On the
way home, an old man invited them to stay at his
house. Perverted men of the city surrounded the
house, saying, “Bring out the man that we may know
him carnally.”

They gave the perverts the Levite’s concubine, and
the perverts sexually assaulted her until she died. The
children of Benjamin would not deliver up the per-
verted men in Gibeah to be put to death. What fol-
lowed was a mass slaughter of tens of thousands of
people. Benjamin was almost completely destroyed;
only 600 men were left.

Judges 21:25: “In those days there was no king in
Israel; everyone did what was right in his own eyes.”

Were Lot and his daughters doing what was right in
their own eyes when they came up out of the city of
Zoar and dwelt in the mountains? Lot’s daughter says,
“There is no man on earth to come in to us; let’s lie
with our father.”

This situation could have been avoided. If Lot had
left Sodom and, instead of going to Zoar, gone direct-
ly to Abraham and his large clan, which was near, Lot’s
daughters would very likely have found husbands there
and not have had to raise children in the mountains.

They seemed to be completely blind to knowing
that Abraham was nearby and that the two visitors had
just come from visiting Abraham.

Abraham, Lot and his daughters made choices
about sex and marriage. Some were very wrong and
clear examples that we should not follow.

Notice that there is no conversation between Lot
and his daughters on the subject of men to carry on
their lineage. Wouldn’t most any woman in this situa-
tion, before plotting to become impregnated by her
father against his will, discuss the seriousness of the
situation?

Did his daughters not consider that if they were
pregnant and had children it would make traveling

much harder? Also, wouldn’t they have fewer resources
because they were using them up?

If Lot and his daughters did not discuss the issue,
and Lot’s daughters made their decision based only
upon their own reasoning, then these people may have
had some serious mental problems.

I suppose they had one thing going for them: They
were sexually fertile. Two encounters with a man in a
drunken stupor resulted in two pregnancies in two vir-
gins.

There are some justified questions in this story, such
as: Were Lot’s morals at this time not that high? Was
he an alcoholic and a willing participant in getting
drunk, and maybe not so drunk as to have no idea that
he was having sex with his daughters and the next day
not totally unaware of what had transpired and again
allowed the same thing to happen?

Nothing is said about when and how Lot found out
about it and what he said and did. Would God allow
anyone to change the story or eliminate parts?

Humans do tend to justify their actions, and so do

those who write about them and try to protect them.
Example: Reg with Kennedy.

Consider the story of Abraham and Isaac and their
willingness to give up their wives to Abimelech in
order to save their lives. And also the story of Judah
and Tamar: God kills Judah’s first and second sons,
Tamar’s husbands.

She had no son by them. She was jilted out of the
promised third son. She played the prostitute before
Judah. Judah solicited a prostitute without being con-
cerned as to her getting pregnant.

Judah sentences Tamar to death. Judah changes the
sentence when he finds out that he was the one who
impregnated Tamar.

There are many questions that come up when one
reads these stories. Just the idea of it being mandatory
for a family member to impregnate a woman in order
to raise up an heir to a dead man can bring about a lot
of discussion.

Lot and his daughters left the mountains; their
descendants went and possessed the land of Ammon,
formerly the land of giants.

Deuteronomy 2:9: “The LORD said, “I will not give
you any of their land as a possession. I have given it to
Ar, the descendants of Lot.”

Is it possible that God’s protection is still upon
Ammon and Lot’s descendants and they will survive
end-time destruction to be in a place of safety, as some
scriptures indicate?

I will state a possibility, but in order to keep the arti-
cle short I will avoid presenting what I believe are
important facts.

I have spent some time in Jordan including Petra.
The place of safety may not be at Petra as some believe.
I believe that the Palestinians who occupy some of the
small towns in the farming regions will willingly leave for
a new homeland. There will be a void.

As a general rule, Jordanians do not want to be farm-
ers even though they need the produce.

I believe that the Jordanians would welcome non-
threatening, hard-working people who would continue

working the land—especially if they understood that
they respect God’s promise to them as the descendants
of Lot.

I believe that this could be the first time that God’s
congregation will be together and be able to, with
God’s help, demonstrate by how they live what the
proper Godly balance is in regards to sex and marriage,
which I’m sure will be a big part of their lives.

Before the end of the three-and-a-half years, there
will surely be an increase in this population.

What will happen to the little children, and the
babies who are in the womb, at the time their mothers
are resurrected?

God doesn’t believe in abortion, does He? Yes, He
could stop women from conceiving, but does He
really have to? God could allow in the place of safety
only old, infertile people, homosexuals and lesbians.
A minuscule portion of us may be there to witness
God’s simple solution.

In Genesis 24:7: Abraham says to the oldest servant
of his house: “The LORD God of Heaven who took me

from my father’s house and from the
land of my family, and who spoke to me
and swore to me saying, to your descen-
dants I give this land, he will send an
angel before you and you shall take a wife
for my son from there.”

Verse 12: The servant went and, at the
well, he said: “O LORD God of my master
Abraham, please give me success this day

and show kindness to my master Abraham.” Verse 15:
“Before he had finished speaking, behold, Rebekah
came out with her pitcher on her shoulder.”

Except for the story of Ruth and Boaz, how many
other places in the Bible where when a person was
entering into a marriage or sexual relationship with
anyone else did they seek out God to direct them?

Where are the times that God, after the fact, said
that what they did was exactly what He wanted them
to do? Is it not obvious that mankind has, in the area
of sex and marriage, been doing things pretty much as
it chooses, and God has to head off a lot of the dam-
age that results?

Is there any doubt that His protective hand is about
to be lifted, as in the days of Noah and Sodom and
Gomorrah?

It is interesting to note that for the most part this
carnal world has rejected polygamy. The negatives are
overwhelmingly obvious to the world. The Mormons
have suffered for their past actions for many years.

Now things are changing. The way things are going,
polygamy, along with so-called homosexual marriage,
may become legal throughout the U.S., if the U.S.
doesn’t collapse in the meantime. Would not those
who lived in Sodom and Gomorrah feel comfortable
living with our country’s moral standards?

When it comes to sex and sexual relationships (in
and out of marriage), I believe that those who have
read the Bible know deep inside that it is not that hazy
as to what is acceptable to God and what is not.

If we all were allowed to stand before God and
Christ face to face and state clearly what we believe are
the desired standards that we believe the Bible defines
for us, and the correct answer has to do with our sal-
vation, would not our collective response be much
more clearly defined?

Isn’t the problem, for the most part, that human
reasoning reigns?

Yes, God has accomplished a lot through sinful hu-
mans, but most of the good that was and is accom-
plished was not because of us but in spite of us.

—Don the Heretic Henderson
Edmonds, WA

Polygamy, along with so-called homosexual
marriage, may become legal. Would not

Sodom and Gomorrah have felt comfortable
living with our country’s moral standards?

We Already Know From
the Bible What’s Right
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In part one I quoted David Rockefeller admit-
ting he was part of a secret cabal to bring the

NWO and was proud of it. He admitted media
control when he said the Bilderbergers could
not meet in secrecy without media cooperation.

New York News editor John Swinton spoke at
an America Press Association meeting in 1914:
“There is no such thing as an independent press
in America . . . Not a man among you dares to
utter his honest opinion . . . we are tools and the
vassals of the rich behind the scenes. We are
marionettes. These men pull the strings and we
dance . . . we are intellectual prostitutes . . . It is
the duty of a NY journalist to lie, to revile, to
toady to the feet of Mammon, to sell his coun-
try and his race for his daily bread.”

TV journalist Bill Moyers said “Most of the
news on television is ultimately whatever the
government says is news.” Former CIA Director
William Colby died in a freak canoe accident
just after saying “The CIA owns everyone of
any significance in the major media.”

JFK said those who want freedom are against
secret societies and “We are opposed by a
monolithic and ruthless conspiracy.” J. Edgar
Hoover told that “The individual is handicapped
by coming face to face with a conspiracy so
monstrous he cannot believe it exists.”
Woodrow Wilson spoke of a power so great
people better not speak above a breath in con-
demning it. In 1916 he said “Our system of
credit is concentrated . . . in the hands of a few
men. We have come to be one of the worst
ruled, one of the most completely controlled and
dominated governments in the civilized world.”

The US war propaganda department not only
used psychology against proposed enemies, but
also against US citizens to want to war. Edward
Barnays and others continued these mind con-
trol methods for build up of defense in time of
peace, and for US war ventures.

Precedents of Israel or
Judah as Beast

(1) Ahab king of Israel and Jezebel pictured
the Beast and False Prophet, and Elijah 1 of 2
witnesses for 3.5 years of famine doing mira-
cles (Jam 5:17; 1 K 19:18; 7000 did not wor-
ship Baal). (2) Elisha did similarly with twice
the miracles, aiding God’s people in places of
safety during 7 years of famine. (3) Manasseh
king of Judah profusely shed innocent blood in
Jerusalem and idolatry (2 K 21:16). Mystery
Babylon applies best to Jerusalem (Mat 23:34-
37). Where the Lord was crucified became like
Sodom and Egypt (Rev 11:8). US now like
Sodom, exalts homosexuals and same sex mar-
riage—to destroy the family.

(4) King Saul persecuted and tried to kill
David. (5) Jews (Pharisees) got Judas (Judah)
to betray Christ and have Him slain. So these
precedents indicate Christ and Antichrist both
from Judah is highly likely, or at least Israel. (6)
Paul of Benjamin as a Pharisee persecuted the
Church and killed many (Gal 1:13-14).

Churchill revealed much in The Illustrated
Sunday Herald 2-8-1920, such as the takeover
of Russia by Jews and “It may well be that this
same astonishing race may at the present time
be in the actual process of producing another
system of morals and philosophy as malevolent
as Christianity was benevolent . . . It would
seem as if the gospel of Christ and the gospel of
the Antichrist were destined to originate among
the same people.” They replaced the Bible with
the Cabala making the word of God of no effect.

Cisco Wheeler claims Rome cannot be the
whore of Mystery Babylon, at least alone,
since Rome was never faithful to God and
then rebelled later. Only Israel or the Jews
corresponds, and God called His former
‘wives’ harlots (Isa 1:21; Jer 3:8). In Jesus’
day the Pharisees and Sadducees were regard-
ed as pious by most, but in secret practiced
evil (Luke 11:39, as many rulers of evil today
appear not so bad in public).

The leading candidate for Antichrist is Prince
Charles (or his sons). His mother’s house claims
descent through David, a Jew. So Antichrist is
a Jew most likely. As some writers have point-
ed out, Dan 11:36-38 has: God of his fathers
(as Abraham, Isaac, Jacob). The desire of
women meant Jewish women’s desire to give
birth to the Messiah.

3 parts of All-Seeing-Eye triangle
Mystery Babylon is from mystery religions.

The triangle atop a pyramid stands for Trinity
of Nimrod, Semiramis and her son, morphed
into Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

These 3 act in concert, but may publicly act
in conflict: Religious—Vatican. Financial—The

City (of London, Jew-led). Military—Washing-
ton DC. Each is about a square mile, separate
from the nation, with obelisk and dome (fertili-
ty rites of Nimrod and Semiramis).

Roman Catholic church + Jesuits
1.—Pope is the little horn. Claims to be vicar

(substitute) of Christ (Antichrist), infallible and
even God Himself. Vatican is smallest city-state
but wields great power.

2.—Popes were the most vile men, as priests
getting away with sex crimes against children.
Selling indulgences allowed sinners to continue
sinning and enriched the church. Pedophile
priests are relocated if found out, yet some vic-
tims have won lawsuits.

3.—Persecuted, tortured or killed Christians
(Rev 17:6) and many others deemed heretics (as
Protestants) in the Inquisition (as Roman Em-
pire). Confiscated their riches to gain vast wealth.

4.—Some claim Catholics set the New
Testament canon, but would God let Satan’s pre-
miere church do so? For many years they held
mass in Latin to keep members ignorant of the
Bible, even burned them (as Israelis the NT).
Thwarted efforts to translate into other languages.
Added the Apocrypha, non-authorized books.
(Actually, the canon was set by the original apos-
tles, John added the last book of Revelation.)

5.—Calendar of pope Gregory XIII became
world standard, slight change of Roman Em-
pire. An ecclesiastical or church calendar for its
holy days (former pagan god feasts). So the
nations adopted weeks with each day named for
a god, and months for Roman gods or emper-
ors. False months do not match moon phases,
days do not match the sun.

6.—Emperor Constantine changed 7th day
Sabbath to Sunday (thus changing times and laws
of Dan 7:25, the calendar). Catholics continued
this practice and the world adopted its calendar.

7.—Copied image of the Roman Empire
(Rev 13:15): Roman Senate, Caesar and pope
as Pontifex Maximus. Those who worship the
Beast or his image (Vatican) will get plagues
(Rev 16:2).

8.—Pope is considered the world’s religious
head. He leads ecumenism to unite religions,
variations of Mystery Babylon.

9.—Vatican is the sole religious power to
hold a UN seat, and despite religious, domi-
nates world politics.

10.—False church is portrayed in purple and
scarlet (Rev 17:4), like cardinals and pope.

11.—Pope Gregory XIII’s heraldic symbol is
a dragon.

12.—Pope made concordats (a contract with
ruler about religious affairs in a nation) with
Hitler and Mussolini—part of Roman Empire
resurrection. Later, Catholic ratlines aided
Nazis to escape.

13.—Pope gets visits by world leaders who
bow to him. Doctors, lawyers or judges attend
Catholic mass services so they appear sancti-
fied by the pope. Telephone call for information
in Rome is 060606.

14.—Jesuits are a Catholic order founded by
Jews, though allows some Gentiles to appear
universal, while destroying Christianity. A
crypto-Jew appears to embrace another religion
while practicing the Cabala, as Ignatius Loyola
who was an Illuminati member who founded
the Jesuit Order (Society of Jesus). “Many of
the Jesuit doctrines are similar to those found in
the Cabala and Babylonian Talmud.”

15.—Jesuits controlled England since 1800,
using the British Empire for their purposes. “Evil,
White, sodomite, homosexual men rule the world
and these are the High Jesuits, with their High
Knights of Malta and High Freemasons.”

16.—Jesuits set up the Federal Reserve, and
Communism in Russia and China killing mil-
lions.

17.—The US military restores the pope’s
world power. “The Council of Trent is the
American foreign policy of today. That’s what’s
going on in Serbia and Bosnia . . . Jesuits using
the American Air Force to bomb those orthodox
people to smithereens.”

In the Council of Trent (1545-63) Jesuits
condemned freedom of speech, press and con-
science. After WWII Jesuits put their top Nazi
SS soldiers into the CIA, so it became an intel-
ligence arm of the pope. The Jesuit General
controls intelligence agencies of the FBI, KGB,
Israeli Mossad, German BND and British SIS.
The ex-Jesuit priest Alberto Rivera told that
Rome controls the US. And why Reagan faced
the obelisk (Washington Monument) when giv-
ing his oath of office “indicating this country
will ultimately have a concordat.”

The US ‘pope’ is the Cardinal of New York,

military vicar commanding all US military orders
as the Knights of Malta or Columbus. “The capi-
tal of the United States is at Georgetown
University, not the White House.” (“The Jesuit
school . . . is the foremost educator of US policy-
makers, lawmakers and federal bureaucrats.”)

“Zionists are socialist communists controlled
by Rome. They are atheists, just like the Jesuits.”
Enemies of Jews though they set up Israel as a
nation. Israelis wall off Palestinians to take their
land—kind of like Gerrymandering of US politi-
cians who redraw their districts in weird shapes
to include favorable voters and exclude others.

Three years after two popes tried to suppress
the Jesuits, the Jesuit General Lorenzo Ricci
had Weishaupt (a Jesuit) renew the Illuminati
order in 1776 that linked with Rothschild
bankers. “To avenge the papal suppression . . .
and overturn the governments of the world,
bringing them under a single world govern-
ment, controlled by the Illuminati, under the
authority of their god . . . The New World Or-
der. The god of the Illuminati is Satan.”

The Jewish Illuminati set up the CFR to con-
trol governments, as in the US. Admiral
Chester Ward was a member 16 years then quit,
saying he did not realize it will disarm and sur-
render the US for world government.

Crypto-Jews of Heinrich Himmler, Joseph
Goebbels and Hitler (a Rothschild) were also
Roman Catholic. “Himmler modeled the SS
after the crypto-Jewish Jesuit order.” A Jesuit is
pope now.

‘The City’ of London—finance
1.—Center of global finance. Britain is rich-

est nation. The book Dope, Inc. tells of interna-
tional bankers’ criminal character. “The bankers
practice the pagan cult of Isis at the heart of
Freemasonry, Theosophy and the Cabala.” They
profited in drugs as opium for centuries, money
laundering and addicting millions.

Jews, mostly Gentiles who claim to be Jews,
rule in finance as the Rothschilds—He who has
the gold makes the rules. Former British De-
fence Minister Denis Healey said “World events
do not occur by accident. They are made to hap-
pen, whether it is to do with national issues or
commerce; and most of them are staged and
managed by those who hold the purse strings.”

2.—English is the top world language.
3.—In control of earth to have 0º Greenwich,

prime meridian (dateline 180º away).
4.—Conquered Russia and China setting up

Communism, killing over 100 million. (Yet
claim Jews’ Holocaust great of 6 million [like-
ly hyped], and the figure was stated many times
years before Hitler’s rise.)

5.—Parliament building has grotesques on it
(as Canada), a kind of gargoyle, meaning demons
in charge (as US Capitol’s gods). The City has
thousands of images of dragons—statues ‘guard-
ing’ entrance streets, cast metal tops for street
lights, coat of arms has 2 dragon supporters.

6.—Prince Charles, a prime candidate for
Antichrist, is of Wales with dragon flag. His son
William married Kate on Hitler’s birthday. At
his birth the Omen III film came out about
England-Antichrist links.

7.—Jews lead the US in key positions.
Developed atomic bombs in Manhattan Project
and conveyed them to Israel, Russia and China.
Had atom bombs dropped on mostly civilians
in Japan to set up nuclear threat. Control the
media as Hollywood and news sources. Most
Jews in Israel profit from pornography, sex
slaves and illegal drug trade. The UK leads in
legal drug trade, too.

8.—Rothschilds started the state of Israel
and own most of it. Control its supreme court
(with its Illuminati symbols) and most every-
thing else. Jerusalem under them has become
perverted as Sodom, with massacres of native
Palestinians. Rothschilds are intermarried with
European royalty. They and other generational
Satanists rule the world.

9.—Great Britain is the only nation called
Great, as Mystery Babylon the Great, 50 na-
tions owned (add US secretly and control
Russia and China). Greatest empire in history:
of land (had India), population and rules the
seas (70% of the planet, Eze 27:27; Rev 18:17).

World ruling empire since British East India
Co. Heads others in Commonwealth of Nations
(its coat of arms has a dragon supporter). This
city corporation directly controls the world’s
finances, half the earth’s basic raw materials
and indirectly the rest.

From conspiracyplanet.com—“In 1203 AD
King John of England, in his capacity as Crown
Corporation Sole of England (meaning he
owned England), deeded England and her

dominions in perpetuity to the Vatican Corpora-
tion Sole. In return, the Vatican Corporation
Sole assigned King John and his heirs the right
to rule England and her dominions in perpetu-
ity. This is why the USA is a private corporation
and body politic, formerly known as the
British-owned Virginia Company.”

10.—Queen Elizabeth continues the ancient
Queen of Babylon. The 3 major TV networks
on 2-3-1983 aired 5 minutes of the Bohemian
Grove club’s gala in her honor breaking secre-
cy briefly. “A voice bellowed Oh Queen, you
have traversed the ages from Babylon to
London! . . . Queen Elizabeth nodded in agree-
ment.” She has vast wealth in the trillions, yet
does not aid her nation’s poor.

“Great Britain is the mother country of
Satanism. Wales has long been an occult center.
The national symbol of Wales is the red dragon
. . . British MI6 is the most secret intelligence
organization in the world . . . personal secret
service of Prince Charles, who may be the rich-
est man in the world with some estimates of his
personal net worth as high as 26 trillion dollars
. . . His mother queen Elizabeth told him This
dragon gives you your power.” She changed
the flag of Wales to the dragon.

11.—Created wars and Switzerland to be
neutral to finance both sides. Controlled Hitler
and Mussolini (Churchill and he were pen
pals). As Churchill wrote about: Jews secretly
controlled nations behind the scenes by
finances and spying, turned Russia and China to
Communism. Jews want global Communism,
with them only with the world’s wealth, which
they almost control now.

Isa 14:4-6 prophesies that the golden city
(The City in London) will cease instigating wars
(to profit). The wife of a Rothschild claimed
wars would cease if they wanted them to stop.

12.—Researchers have noted a distinction
between Commercial Babylon (London–NY
City) with Religious Babylon (Vatican-Jesuits).

13.—The 13 colonies beat Britain, it seemed
but not really. In Jonathan Williams’ book
Legions of Satan (1781) he recorded General
Cornwallis revealing that USA’s “millions will
unknowingly be loyal subjects to the Crown . . .
Your churches will be used to teach the Jew’s reli-
gion and in less than 200 years the whole nation
will be working for divine world government . . .
the British Empire. All religions will be permeat-
ed with Judaism without even being noticed by
the masses, and they will all be under the invisi-
ble All-Seeing-Eye of the Grand Architect of
Freemasonry.” The book told of the secret cor-
poration that owns the US. George Washington
was a ‘former’employee of the British East India
Co., and his wife owned hundreds of shares in
the Bank of England. His statue stands in a
prominent place in England despite an enemy.

The newly formed USA agreed to the Treaty
of 1783 to ‘win independence’ but agreed to
pay war debt to London. The 1794 Jay’s Treaty
gave Britain, despite it being the enemy, most-
favored-nation trading status (instead of France
that aided the US). And agreed with British
anti-French maritime policies. The US agreed
to pay prewar debt to British merchants.

14.—MI5 logo is a triangle with Eye at peak
with the I, and Aliester Crowley was called the
most evil man yet was a member of MI5. The
London 2012 Olympic opening and closing cer-
emonies had Satanic rituals and celebrated the
NWO: The bizarre logo actually spelled Zion
with a dotted I. The track arena lights were illu-
minated at the top of triangles as the Illuminati-
US Seal. The two mascots like teletubby ones,
had head of one big Eye. Whether Eye or drag-
on depicted about London, it means Satan.

15.—Britannia was the last Roman Empire
province. King George III called himself and
signed as Prince Elector of the New Holy
Roman Empire.

16.—Many British holidays are based on
worship of Nimrod, Semiramis or son (as the
US which copied British ones). Calendar based
on solstice birth of sun god Nimrod, his birth-
day Dec. 25. The UK has had a succession of
military aircraft named Nimrod for surveillance
called eye-in-the-sky.

United States—the Beast—
military

1.—US is led by Roman Catholics: Roman
style Capitol building was built on land of rich-
est Catholic man named Rome and by Tiber
river. Later, a massive dome added copied St.
Peter’s church when the pope deemed Virgin
Mary immaculately conceived. With Freedom
statue on top, named for goddess known for the
same idea. Vatican artist painted George
Washington ascended among Roman gods be-
low her feet in the Rotunda. During Reagan’s
presidency, Catholics filled every key post in his
government. DC abounds with Roman architec-
ture (some Greek, too, its predecessor). The US
Supreme Court kicked the Bible and prayer out
of schools, and now has a Catholic majority.

Many US national buildings were copies of
pagan temples, as the Capitol Building called
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the Temple of Liberty, named for Rome’s Capi-
tol to Jupiter. The Jefferson Memorial copied the
Roman Pantheon, the Lincoln Memorial mod-
eled the Greek Parthenon. The god Mars statue
at the front of the Capitol in Hebrew is Baal.
Babylon’s sun god temple was called the White
House. Annuit Coeptis on US currency refers to
a prayer to Jupiter and the All-Seeing-Eye.

2.—Leading world currency has Illuminati-
US Great Seal, hidden until 33º Mason FDR
showed Illuminati rule of Eye god on $1 bill.
The Seal announces the NWO of Antichrist.

3.—US is claimed an Empire, the new
Roman Empire: military bases at home (4000),
and abroad (1000) like having colonies. The
bases spread toxic substances next to them,
noise, rapes and accidents, many on the best
land. US dominates like RE: militarily, econom-
ically, culturally, technologically, financially. US
has far and away the most prisoners on the plan-
et, the RE had slaves as US. Roman numerals
used in the US, and Latin law terms make it dif-
ficult for most people to know the law. US
President’s car is called the Beast.

Roman fasces (ax with bundled rod handle)
and eagle were RE symbols; US fasces are dis-
played in DC, seals, in Oval Office, and Free-
dom statue. Lincoln’s Memorial has them
though he was against fascism, a corporate state.
Napoleon of latter RE revival had them and
Mussolini used them for Fascism.

The ubiquitous US eagle actually substitutes
for a phoenix, the fire bird of gods, means
Lucifer. US is Satan’s superpower. ‘Former’
Nazis (of the preceding RE resurrection) were
hired in the US to continue their war and crimi-
nal work—crimes against humanity, in this case,
against mostly US citizens.

Considering all sources of revenue, the US
spends one trillion dollars on ‘defense’ each
year. Guns vs. Butter economics indicates the
US is warmonger, and its arms deals fuel wars,
arming both sides. While 1/6 of US citizens live
below the poverty level.

4.—Giant Statue of Liberty (Roman goddess
Libertas) is best idol copy of Mystery Babylon,
Ishtar and Lucifer, Satan. Manly Hall (33º)
wrote that it represents the Sun Man or Savior
(Antichrist). Its head does look male. Its name or
image is on most every US coin, and vast num-
ber of stamps and other items representing USA.
Copying the 7-rayed crown of the Roman
Catholic church as a woman holding a cross and
cup on pope Leo XII’s 1825 medal. And in Latin
The whole world is her seat.

“The Roman goddess Libertas, known in
English as Liberty, was the same as the Baby-
lonian Ishtar. This Mother of Prostitutes of Rev.
17-18 is a representation of Ishtar [Semiramis].”
In modern times she morphed into the Virgin
Mary, and statue of Freedom atop the Capitol
with 5-point stars, because she represents the
star goddess Ishtar. Standing on top of the
Capitol means she owns it and the nation.

5.—Liberty was designed and made by
French Freemasons and given to US Masons
who kept non-Masons out of the secret opening
celebration (though US citizens paid costs).
They are steeped in ancient mystery religions,
the highest orders even give oaths to help
Lucifer. Freemasons designed Washington DC,
composed the national anthem (The Star
Spangled Banner from a drunkard’s tune for
gods Apollo, Bacchus, Jove and Venus), and
many US presidents have been Masons. So
those steeped in Mystery Babylon have led the
US in key ways. They infused DC with many
gods, not publicly worshiped, but hidden in
plain sight while secretly worshiped (Eze 8).

6.—Capitol has pagan gods throughout with
Roman gods displayed in the Rotunda claimed
teaching Masons wisdom, and George Washing-
ton ascended among them. Dead presidents are
held in state there to represent Nimrod rising.
The Washington Monument represents Nim-
rod’s phallus, largest in world, as the profuse
number of smaller obelisks (and crosses) in
cemeteries and church steeples.

7.—US Revolution was hatched in Green
Dragon Tavern where Masons met. They staged
the Boston Tea Party as a false flag op, dressed as
Indians to blame them—admitted by Masons now.

8.—Leads world in culture (most envied, but
hated). The USA, UK and Israel lead the world,
fitting for the Mother of Harlots and abomina-
tions, corrupting other nations with materialism,
selling porn and drugs to the rest of the world.
Even legal drugs are used to keep the populace
in a drug stupor.

9.—Leads as only super power in military
might and covert high tech devices. Spends way
more on ‘defense’ than others. The dreaded mili-
tary industrial complex Ike warned about when he
left office, unable to do anything against it himself.

Though its troops are lauded, they continue to
be test subjects for harmful substances, as early
atomic bomb tests when they were purposefully
kept close to fallout or ordered to fly through the
plumes to study the effects. And continued with
Depleted Uranium, and other tests on US citizens.
Veterans tend to be sick, injured, homeless and
continued poor; and suicides are increasing even
before combat! Result of boot camp mind control
to obey orders no matter what. And doing bad
things as protecting drug lords in Afghanistan.

Rev 13:4 . . . they worshipped the beast, say-
ing, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to
make war with him? Seems to indicate the US is
so powerful it must be worshiped, the military
lauded as heroes, gods.

The Pentagon’s doctrine is Full Spectrum
Dominance to control everything anywhere, in-
cluding outer space and cyber space. Colorado
Springs headquarter sign has Master of Space.
New weapons: X-ray laser, EMP with 20 tril-
lion-watt pulses, phased array radars can ex-
plode missiles, owning the weather includes
causing earthquakes and flooding, creating tor-
nadoes and steering hurricanes by HAARP.

10.—Top polluter, including military bases
and airports so toxic chemicals spread to areas
near by so are unfit for gardens. Many chemicals
banned in the US are sold to other nations to
profit on their suffering.

11.—US has greatest economy. NY City is
2nd to The City in finance. USA uses financial
coercion and even US troops for regime change,
to get foreign leaders to favor US corporations.
Makes banana republics. The popular US Gen-
eral Butler wrote his book War Is a Racket about
how US corporations profit. The US military fur-
thers their agenda in other nations by force, as he
used to do. Economic hit men come first to fina-
gle deals for corporations bribing leaders, and
later troops force their will if needed.

12.—US has led world in arms sales and mil-
itary budget—opposite of a peace-loving nation!
(In the future, no one will learn war [Isa 2:4]).
Gun sales are virtually unregulated in the US.
“America has become the true Lord of War as the
arms dealer motto goes. We are the leading arms
supplier to the developing world, and we are
responsible for the majority of all weapons sales
across the globe . . . military industries have
almost tripled their share of the U.S. economy in
just a decade.” US did not sign a land mine
treaty, so that ‘gift’ keeps on giving years later.

13.—Has 28 Jesuit universities (as George-
town), the most influence in the world.

14.—US $1 bill has: Annuit Coeptus, a prayer
to the god Jupiter. The US Great Seal is the
Illuminati’s: All-Seeing-Eye on steps of pyramid
for structure of the world’s ruling elite. Hexagram
(for Jews) of 5-point stars. The ubiquitous star
stands for Lucifer-Venus, from 5 points on its
orbit, and used for degrees of excellence up to 5
stars, for rating from movies to generals.

15.—Washington DC is considered the
Masonic City, with weird street layout depicting
fertility rites and the Satan-looking god Bapho-
met (he resembles Uncle Sam with star on fore-
head and goatee!). George Washington led cor-
nerstone foundings of national buildings with
Mason rituals according to astrology. A statue of
him was made in Roman attire and bare-chested,
in the pose of Baphomet. The Washington Mon-
ument is Satan’s obelisk design, and the Mason
lodge dedicated to George in DC resembles an
Egyptian pagan temple. Prominent national
buildings portray mystery religion themes in
their pediments or triangles at top.

A snake coiled on a stump means the new
born god, like the Yule log burned represents
Nimrod as sun god renewed at the winter sol-
stice. In the Capitol’s Statuary Hall is a woman
statue called Liberty with eagle, and snake
coiled on a broken pillar with same meaning of
rebirth of the sun god, so the image means
America is the daughter of Babylon.

16.—In God We Trust is US motto (despite
supposed separation of church and state), but
which? Plenty depicted at DC, and hardly any of
Jesus or God of the Bible, and They demand no
images be made of Them, anyway. Most people
who call themselves Christians believe when
you die you go to Heaven with God, but George
Washington is shown ascended to pagan gods in
the Rotunda. The Constitution refers to Nature’s
God, Sunday for the sun god and January and

March for gods Janus and Mars.
17.—The US Warfighting Lab logo is a green

dragon like Godzilla, not feared but looks like
the spirit behind US attack. Many US weapons
and military vehicles are named dragon, and a
Dragon space launch vehicle.

18.—Bombed Japan twice with atomic
weapons or WMD, on mostly civilians, though
it was about to surrender, so US is the prime
WMD villain. It allowed Russia, China and
Israel to get them, too. The US conducted mind
control in MKUltra, paying Nazi Dr. Mengele to
continue his war atrocities in the US. Similar to
other Nazis paid by the US to continue their war
work, as von Braun (NASA) and Gehlen (spy-
ing), as well as in the CIA and NSA.

US torture throughout its history: slaves
whipped, largest prison population included tor-
ture; Abu Graib and Gitmo (continued for years
despite protests from home and abroad). Mind
control—plus military abduction experiments
with many made to look like aliens did them
(also to hide anti-gravity technology).

19.—US corporations lead the world. No
other nation has such a big idol welcoming peo-
ple to its mercantile capital. The World Trade
Center is aptly named.

20.—The UN (and the League of Nations
before it) is on US soil and by city called
Babylon. NY City did have the most Jews in the
world until recently.

21.—US was built on tobacco, opium and
slave trade and slave labor. Required a system of
control so those harboring runaway slaves were
punished. Tobacco ill effects were known before
the US became a nation. Only the very rich had
slaves. Freed slaves were considered 2nd class
citizens (as the Chinese who slaved in railroad
work). Blacks were even lynched and continue to
be discriminated against now. US pushed tobac-
co and opium to fuel its economy, as London
making millions of addict slaves in China and
finally at home. The illegal drug trade fuels the
US economy still, major US banks launder the
money, so the US economy is addicted like
addicts to it. Illegal drug trade funds US black
operations. The Taliban stopped opium growing
in Afghanistan, but the US later made it flourish.

22.—Congressional Medal of Honor site
(CMOH.org) admits the Statue of Liberty on the
Air Force MOH “is derived from the imagery of
Semiramis, wife of Nimrod and Queen of Baby-
lon.” Its 5-point star represents her and Satan.
Such medals encourage troops to sacrifice for
war, sacrifice to Satan, in effect, the god of war.
Medals honored posthumously, even, so war
dead honor Satan who wants all humans dead.
Caskets of US troops are draped with a US flag
and then folded into a triangle with stars show-
ing—for the All-Seeing-Eye of the god of war.

The 5-point star appears on military uniforms,
weapons and vehicles in the US, Russia, China
and most nations. Why? To honor the god of
forces, Lucifer-Satan.

23.—The US Pledge of Allegiance to the
Flag was composed by a Fascist with straight
arm salute as Heil Hitler! but was later changed
to hand over heart because of that. Fascism
includes extreme nationalism, such as vaunting
the military and nation’s flag. And why two big
fasces are shown in the US Senate.

24.—US corporations began selling Geneti-
cally Modified foods, combinations of animal,
insect and bacteria genes, even human ones.
And terminator seeds that do not produce a crop
for next year, so all seeds will have to be sold by
them—monopoly. Many states are trying to at
least make them label such Frankenstein foods.

Similarly, US drug companies profit much
promoting illness. Their lucrative vaccines were
costing them money awarded in lawsuits since
so many got sick or died, so they bribed legisla-
tors to pass law to not be liable for side effects of
vaccines. Many victims get the very disease they
are supposedly designed to stop since they con-
tain part of the contagion (supposedly dead).
Many of them have toxic substances as mercury
preservatives that cause autism.

25.—The All-Seeing-Eye atop a pyramid is a
counterfeit of Jesus (any image of God is for-
bidden): The stone the builders rejected became
the head of the corner (Mark 12:10). A tried and
precious corner stone (Isa 28:16).

26.—US national buildings portray Roman
allegories from Roman religion. “[This] art
turned their images into media of direct commu-
nication with (spirits). The Romans used their art
as a way to communicate with the spirit realm.”

From US Capitol Historic Society: “Symbo-
lism pervades the Capitol. It was built into the

walls, stone by stone as the Congress House
kept pace with the expanding nation.” This sym-
bolism is from mystery religions. Masons built
many national buildings and at their cornerstone
layings offered corn, wine and oil for the gods.
Masons continue worship of Dionysian gods
under geometric symbols.

Corporate leaders use false god myths for
company names, services and products. NASA
space vehicles and missions labeled for Mer-
cury, Gemini, Apollo, Atlantis. The OSIRIS-
REx mission for 2016 to retrieve a sample of an
asteroid refers to King Osiris. The Masonic
Bible states the All-Seeing-Eye is “An important
symbol borrowed by the Freemasons from the
nations of antiquity. Among the Egyptians,
Osiris, their chief deity was symbolized by the
open eye.” The Masons’ date of Anno Lucis
used on cornerstones means year of light or
Lucifer, who empowered Nimrod to found
Babel and thus Babylon.

27.—Capital named after George Washington
called Worshipful Master in Freemasonry and
District of goddess Columbia. DC is the Masonic
City and the nation founded by mostly Masons
and ruled throughout is a Masonic Nation.

28.—All but one president was not related to a
king (see 12-year old girl’s family tree online). So
elections have been rigged all along from royalty.

29.—“Hard as it is to believe, guns and am-
munition are free of federal and safety regula-
tion.” Virtually unregulated. And illegal gun
sales, too, obviously. US leads the world in gun
sales, inflaming war.

Gun manufacturers acted like the tobacco
industry, hid health risks and even enhanced
some, like more nicotine to make more addic-
tive, guns more lethal. Gun promoters like cow-
boy, police or military movies that urge violent
solutions to problems to save the day.

30.—The US has allowed a staggering number
of abortions by law for decades. And why? Most
all are not for cases of rape or incest as touted, but
for convenience of promiscuity, or for ‘wrong’
gender desired. Abortionists used to discard fetus
parts, now profit from selling this ‘trash’ in cos-
metics under clever names of ingredients (if even
listed). As with many things of the US, it leads the
world in this, too, if only by example.

31.—Ten million animals are sacrificed each
year for live experiments in the US. This inhu-
mane treatment of animals is claimed for human
safety. It is quite sadistic. To avoid hearing the
animal cry out in pain, the experimenters silence
by cutting the vocal cords.

32.—President has cabinet packed with CFR
members though it urges getting rid of US sov-
ereignty as a nation. Cheney boasted in his CFR
meeting speech (see online) he used to direct it
and he joked that he did not mention he was a
member when running for US office.

33.—As others have noted, the US as last
Babylon is the hindermost nation (Jer 50:12)—
the last great nation formed.

34.—The ultimate bully. US drone strikes
occur in most any nation. Remotely controlled
planes fire missiles at supposed terrorists and
collateral damage occurs when civilians blow
up, too. Nations obviously complain. If the roles
were reversed, US citizens would complain
mightily, too. Actually, Obama has authorized
drone strikes even on US citizens on US soil!
The land of the free is a sick joke. The US has
1000 concentration camps with gas chambers
and caskets for dissenters. Beheadings (Rev
20:4) can be done with plenty of guillotines in
the US now. So the body parts can be used for
transplants—a lucrative business. Other execu-
tion methods leave the parts unusable.

35.—Former FBI head Ted Gunderson
“exposes the Satanic cult that rules the world . . .
the Illuminati and how they are part of a power-
ful network of drugs, pedophilia, prostitution,
pornography and child-trafficking conducted
through CIA fronts. He presents proof of Satanic
Ritual Abuse, including human sacrifice, animal
bones and Satanic symbols.”

Satan and ‘Jews’ have same Zionist goal—to
rule all the earth from Jerusalem (as the return-
ing Christ). To proclaim peace and place their
(Anti)Christ in the Temple of God to show he is
God (2 Th 2:4).

Albert Pike wrote of 2 World Wars then Cold
War of (nuclear) threats and terrorist threats and
then WWIII because he knew those in power
planned this, and by hindsight now we know
their plan continues. About to die, former ‘Nazi’
von Braun told similarly, ending with terrorist
threat, asteroids and aliens, faked. By high tech-
nology making them look real, see Operation
Blue Beam online. Manmade-caused earth-
quakes will reveal artifacts that reinterpret reli-
gions. The returning Christ will appear to be
alien by high technology, while the Antichrist
will attack Him.

—Mr. Jan Young

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Now and New World Order
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Dear Brethren,

When giving thought to God’s Master
Plan it can be noted that throughout
the historical writings of the Holy

Bible God uses only ONE MAN at any one time to
advance His Master Plan of Salvation for
mankind.

Consider a few of them: Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Joshua, the 12 Apostles (each one was
sent to an individual lost Tribe of Israel
(Matthew 10:1-8). The Apostle Paul was sent
to the Gentiles.

Each man was used by God be-
cause he walked with Him in obedi-
ence with his heart. Yet these men
were despised by the world—too
LITTLE, too insignificant to be given
any credibility by it (Matthew
23:27-31; I Corinthians 4:9-10).

The Work of God—has always
had a very small beginning as well!
Even to this day in time, the small-
est of the smallest! Therefore it is
also ignored! It was also prophesied
to remain LITTLE in comparison to
all others purporting to do His
Work until Jesus Christ closes the
Door this side of the Great
Tribulation (Revelation 3:7-8).

The Beginning of God’s Little Church—
After having schooled His 12 disciples for three
and one-half years, Jesus Christ fulfilled His
promise to begin His Church that would never
fail by pouring out His Holy Spirit upon His
120 disciples in 31 A.D. (Acts 1:15; 2:1-4).

A very ‘LITTLE BEGINNING’ of His Church that
was compared by Jesus Christ to the parable of
the Mustard Seed, the least of all seeds, over
time would grow to become a full-sized tree
beautiful in greatness and in the length of its
branches—because its roots reached to abun-
dant waters (representative of God’s true
Church, Matthew 13:31-32; Ezekiel 31:30;
John 7:37-39), in which birds (mankind)
would ultimately come to nest in its branches.

A LITTLE Flock—Jesus Christ spoke of His
true Church as always being a LITTLE flock in
this age: “Do not fear, LITTLE flock, for it is
your Father’s good pleasure to give you
the kingdom” (Luke 12:32).

Adam Clarke Commentary, Volume 5, page
443: “Fear not, little flock” or, very little
flock . . . a double diminutive [Dictionary:
‘small size, tiny’], and, literally translated, is
‘little, little flock.’ ”

LITTLE—This word continues to be used in
the beginning of all major areas that have to do
with fulfilling God’s purpose in His Master
Plan. Consider the place of birth for the
Messiah and King David:

“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though
you are LITTLE (too LITTLE to be ranked)
among the thousands of Judah, yet out
of you shall come forth to Me the One to
be ruler in Israel, whose goings forth
have been from of old, from everlast-
ing” (Micah 5:2; I Samuel 16:4).

David was the youngest and least among his
eight brothers (I Samuel 17:17). Why was
David the least? After his seven brothers
passed before Samuel and none were chosen
to be anointed King of Israel (I Samuel 16:10),
Samuel asked, “Are all the young men

here?” Then he (Jesse) said, “There
remains yet the youngest, and there he
is, keeping the sheep” (I Samuel 16:11).

Experimental Commentary, Volume 2,
page 175, I Samuel 16:11: “Jesse . . . spoke of
him (David) as being the most unfit; as one not
to be taken into account in the conduct of any
public affairs . . .” As to why he was considered
to be unfit is made known by the following:

Int’l Standard Bible Encyclopedia, Volume
2, page 790, ‘David’: The reference is made
that David had been born out of wedlock to a
handmaid of his father, Jesse, and uses the fol-

lowing Scriptures to establish
this belief: “Behold, I was
brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin my mother (a
maidservant) conceived me”
(Psalm 51:5; 86:16; 116:16).

This would explain why Da-
vid was considered by his father
as being unfit to be invited to
the sacrifice as were his broth-
ers. This becomes clear by what
was said by his older brother,
Eliab, when he overheard David
inquiring what was to be done
for one who would defeat

Goliath, the champion of the Philistine army:
“Now Eliab his oldest brother heard

when he (David) spoke to the men; and
Eliab’s anger was aroused against
David, and he said, ‘Why did you come
down here? And with whom have you
left those few sheep in the wilderness? I
know your pride and the insolence of
your heart, for you have come down to
see the battle’ ” (I Samuel 17:28).

Experimental Commentary, Volume 2,
page 179: “The language of Eliab is very churl-
ish [surly], and shows very clearly that he
spoke, not under the influence of sudden and
momentary irritation, but of a settled dislike
and rooted jealousy.”

David, considered to being 16 or 17 years of
age, requested permission from King Saul to
fight the giant Goliath when all others were
afraid. After it was granted, David slew the
giant by slinging a LITTLE stone that sank into
his forehead and then cut off his head (I
Samuel 17:22-26, 28).

God’s late apostle—Eliab’s dislike for David
could be likened to many today who disdain the
MAN chosen by God to advance His Work in this
end-time, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong. He was
used as the ONE MAN to head His Work and to
shepherd the members of the Philadelphia Era
of the Church of God that began with only 19
members in 1933 (Revelation 3:7-13).

Further, he was used as an apostle and the
promised Elijah to RESTORE the true Gospel
and the Doctrinal Teachings from the early
Apostolic Era into His Church (Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:10-11).

Jesus Christ used the writing of the Apostle
Paul to sum up God’s choice of using the word
“LITTLE” to describe the beginnings of His
Plan and Work that are so small as to be
beneath any real consideration by all other
churches:

“But God has chosen the foolish
things of this world to put to shame the
wise” (I Corinthians 1:27-29). This also

includes the ‘LITTLE’ Elect chosen by Jesus
Christ of His Church to support that ONE MAN—
the foolish, weak, insignificant or lowly mem-
bers (verses 26-28).

The Present Insignificant Work of
God—Among the midst of the fragmented
churches of the former parent WWCG, Jesus
Christ identifies His Church by the WORK He is
doing by continuing to use this ONE MAN,
though dead, via websites to proclaim His
Gospel and sound the Ezekiel warning mes-
sage. And it is being supported by the LITTLE
Church of God, Faithful Flock, of the
Philadelphia Era (Revelation 3:7-13).

This WORK was prophesied in the writings of
God’s prophets and can be understood by
those who have been given the spiritual eye-
sight to see and understand.

The Falling Away—After the many thou-
sands fell away before and after 1995 from the
WWCG (II Thessalonians 2:1-4), this left the
Church of God with possibly 7,000 true mem-
bers who are mostly scattered (Romans 11:1-
6; Daniel 12:7; Ezekiel 34:5-11; Jeremiah
23:1-2). This left just a bare few as a Con-
gregation of the Philadelphia Era chosen by
Jesus Christ to support Mr. Armstrong in the
advancement of His Work. That is totally
unbelievable!—but nevertheless true.

Prophecies for Today—The Work of con-
tinuing to proclaim the Gospel (Matthew
24:14), and also sounding the Ezekiel Warning
Message (Ezekiel 33:7-11), was prophesied by
Isaiah and Habakkuk by the use of this ONE MAN:

“Therefore, behold, I will AGAIN do a
marvelous Work among this people, a
marvelous Work and a Wonder (by the
use of websites of the faithful and persever-
ing true members); for the wisdom of
their wise men shall perish, and the
understanding of their prudent men
shall be hidden (from them, blinded)”
(Isaiah 29:14).

These prophetic Scriptures make known
the WORK of the ever-living God continues to
go forward today—too LITTLE to be believable:

Habakkuk 1:5: “Look among the na-
tions and watch—be utterly astounded!
For I (Jesus Christ) will WORK a Work in
your days which you would NOT believe,
though it were told you!”

As a last-ditch warning the prophet cries
out the warning of the IMMINENT RISE of the
Holy Roman Empire and the destruction they
will bring upon the House of Joseph (Jere-
miah 30:5-7).

“For indeed I am raising up the Chal-
deans (a duality and in type the Revived
Holy Roman Empire), a bitter and hasty
nation which marches through the
earth, to possess dwelling places that are
not theirs. They are terrible and dreadful
. . . they all come for violence . . . they
gather captives like the sand . . .”
(Habakkuk 1:6-10).

Foreseeing this coming dreadful time, God’s
prophet pleads with Him to please be merciful:

“O LORD, I have heard Your speech
and was afraid; O LORD, REVIVE YOUR
WORK in the midst of the years! In
the midst of the years MAKE IT KNOWN;
in WRATH remember mercy” (Habak-
kuk 3:2).

The time setting can be seen in verse 3—
shortly before the return of Jesus Christ. In the
meantime God’s Watchman continues to
observe the times and warns as God continues
to open His prophecies to understanding:

“I will stand MY WATCH (Ezekiel 33:1-11)
and set myself upon a tower (KJV), and
WATCH to see what He will say to me, and
what I will answer when I am corrected.”

Then the LORD answered me and said:
“Write the VISION (what God reveals in His
end-time prophecies) and MAKE IT PLAIN on
tablets (Previously: PLAIN TRUTH and GOOD
NEWS; now the PHILADELPHIA REMNANT, a com-
bination of both) that he may run who
reads it, for the VISION is yet for the
appointed time (God’s Time Table); but at
the end it will speak, and it will NOT lie.

“Though it TARRIES, wait for it; because
it will surely come, it will NOT tarry.
Behold the proud (Laodiceans, Revelation
3:14-22), his soul is NOT upright in him;
but the just (the Elect) shall live by his
faith (faithfulness)” (Habakkuk 2:2-4).

Scripture reveals a terrible future for those
who are high and mighty in their own eyes
who look down and disdain what Jesus Christ
is working out in the advancement of His
Work and Master Plan:

“But they do NOT regard the WORK of
the LORD, NOR the operation of His
hands. Therefore MY people have gone
into captivity (Hosea 4:6), because they
have NO knowledge; their honorable
men are famished, and their multitude
dried up with thirst. Therefore Sheol
(the grave) has enlarged itself and
opened its mouth beyond measure;
their glory and their multitude and
their pomp, and he who is jubilant, shall
descend into it.

“People shall be brought down, each
man shall be humbled. But the LORD of
hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and
God who is holy shall be hallowed in
righteousness. Then the lambs shall
feed in their pasture, and in the waste
places of the fat ones strangers shall
eat” (Isaiah 5:11-16).

The advancement of the Work of God
to fulfill His Master Plan for the salvation
of mankind by the continued use of the ONE
MAN, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, supported
by God’s Church, is made plain in this
writing, and to ignore it—the warning is
very plain:

“Because they do NOT regard the
Works of the LORD, NOR the operation of
His hands, He shall destroy them
(Great Tribulation), and NOT build them
up” (Psalm 28:5).

The quotes are intended for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2013 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved.
The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to
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http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

True Church today?
Where Is the...

The Work of the Lord!
“. . . [You] never give a thought to the Plan

of the LORD and take NO note of what
He is designing” (Isaiah 5:12, NJPS).
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By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley,
Church of God, Faithful Flock

H
istory has a way of repeating itself (Ecclesiastes 1:4, 9-
11). “Those who cannot learn from the past are
doomed to repeat it” (George Santayana).nnnnn

January 2014 marks Two Major Anniver-
saries of this past Century: the he rise to pow-

er of Adolf Hitler, January 30, 1933, and the begin-
ning of this work, January 1, 1934.

What can be learned from these two anniversaries that
can prepare God’s people to avoid what took place in
Hitler’s rise to power and effort to rule the world, and the
beginning of God’s Work? The answers are forthcoming in
this writing.

When we consider the background circumstances that
made possible the dictatorship of Hitler and parallel it with
the coming Beast who will head the revived Holy Roman
Empire, the similarities may prove to be very revealing!

There were over 50 million people killed in Hitler’s war,
including six million Jewish people. While also attempting
to rule the world, the Beast will be largely responsible for the
deaths of possibly three billion people! (Revelation 9:18).

Note the historical background to Hitler’s rise in power
and think about a very possible parallel with the Beast:

The Holocaust Encyclopedia: In the early 1930s, the
mood in Germany was grim. The worldwide economic
depression had hit the country especially hard, and millions
of people were out of work. Still fresh in the minds of many
was Germany’s humiliating defeat fifteen years earlier during
World War I, and Germans lacked confidence in their weak
government, known as the Weimar Republic. These condi-
tions provided the chance for the rise of a new leader, Adolf
Hitler, and his party, the National Socialist German
Workers’ Party, or Nazi party for short.

In January 1933 Hitler was appointed chancellor, the head
of the German government, and many Germans believed
that they had found a savior for their nation.

Hitler was a powerful and spellbinding speaker who attract-
ed a wide following of Germans desperate for change. He
promised the disenchanted a better life and a new and glorious
Germany. The Nazis appealed especially to the unemployed,
young people, and members of the lower middle class (small
store owners, office employees, craftsmen, and farmers).

After months of negotiations, the president of Germany,
Paul von Hindenburg, will appoint Hitler chancellor of Ger-
many in a government seemingly dominated by conserva-
tives on January 30, 1933.

The Great Depression—which took place in America be-
ginning in 1929—began a domino effect that also impacted
Germany and contributed greatly to the rise in power and
office by Hitler.

Holocaust Encyclopedia: OCTOBER 24, 1929 STOCK
MARKET CRASH IN NEW YORK—“The plummet in the
value of stocks that is associated with the New York stock
market crash brings a rash of business bankruptcies. Wide-
spread unemployment occurs in the United States. The
‘Great Depression,’ as it is called, sparks a worldwide eco-
nomic crisis. In Germany, six million are unemployed by
June 1932. Economic distress contributes to a meteoric rise
in the support for the Nazi party. . .”

Hitler’s Rise to Power Eighty Years Ago (2013)—The
Local wrote on January 30, 2013: “Germany on Wednesday
marks Adolf Hitler’s rise to power 80 years ago . . . In a black-
and-white photo . . . the Führer [is] saluting the crowd from
the chancellery window on the evening of January 30, 1933,
after earlier having been made chancellor and been charged
by president Paul von Hindenburg with forming a new gov-

ernment . . . ‘The hour has come! We are at Wilhelmstrasse
(the site of the chancellery at the time). Hitler is chancellor
of the Reich. Like in a fairytale,’ wrote Joseph Goebbels, who
was to become Nazi propaganda chief, in his diary on January
31, 1933 . . . The Reichstag [was] going up in flames the fol-
lowing month and then the first measures [were] taken
against the Jews on April 1, with the start of a boycott of
Jewish shops, doctors and lawyers. ‘Germans, defend your-
selves! Don’t buy from Jews,’ a poster state[d] . . .

“. . . Hitler, on the back of over-simplified themes, rallied
millions of unemployed and people who had lost everything
in the economic crisis . . . The 80th anniversary has sparked
much interest in Germany—a novel that
imagines Hitler’s return to modern-day
Berlin entitled ‘He’s Back’ (Er Ist Wieder
Da) has become a bestseller here . . .”

History! Regardless of well-meaning
politicians and many Europeans, the ter-
rible atrocities of that recent historical
time are prophesied to repeat them-
selves (Isaiah 10:5-7; 7:19-27), but this time
far worse! (Matthew 24:21-22.)

The Anniversary of the Begin-
ning of This Work, January 1,
1934—What should be learned from
the Work Jesus Christ used Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong to begin the
first Sunday, January 1, 1934, and con-
tinued until January 16, 1986?

During the 52 years of his life-time
ministry, among other things he cried
aloud of this coming time in which the
Beast with the support of the Holy
Roman Empire will destroy the nations
of Israel with nuclear warfare due to
their abominable sins (Jeremiah 30:4-7; Ezekiel 6:6; 12:20).

History Repeats Itself—Though God’s apostle died 28
years ago, January 16, 1986, Jesus Christ is continuing to use
‘his voice and writings’ via websites (www.cog-ff.com) to
WARN of the imminence of this terrible Beast Power!

History!—But who pays any attention to history and
history repeating itself ? Virtually no one! There is hardly
any remembrance of what happened to the Church after
1986, and seeing it being repeating today! Neither is there
remembrance by the House of Joseph of World War I and
World War II amidst the growing signs of World War III!

Except for the very elect who are remaining faithful and
persevering—while being used to support God’s Work that
began in our time in 1934 (Revelation 3:7-13)—all others are
doomed because of it—unless there is repentance.

As the end-time rapidly approaches, more than ever there
is the need of WATCHING AND PRAYING ALWAYS! (Luke
21:36). Virtually every day there is something in the news
from one source or another that reveals we are not all that
far away from what we have heard preached for so many
years by God’s late apostle, Mr. Armstrong.

History! While seeing the moral decline on almost every
channel on television, and elsewhere, it is easy to visualize
the panic-stricken faces with great fear after the Nuclear
Bombs falls on America and Britain!

Viewing society with its carefree attitudes then changed to
terrified, pleading, expressions on their faces when standing be-
fore enemy soldiers who will have absolutely no compassion nor
mercy for young or old alike, with the women brutally raped, all
tortured and then callously killed while others are enslaved!
(Ezekiel 7:1-4; Deuteronomy 28:50, 64), we can come to understand
it is a time described in part by the prophet Jeremiah:

“Now these are the words that the LORD spoke con-

cerning Israel and Judah. For thus says the LORD: ‘We
have heard a voice of TREMBLING, OF FEAR, AND NOT OF
PEACE. Ask now, and see, whether A MAN IS EVER IN LABOR
WITH CHILD? So WHY do I see every man with his hands on
his loins like A WOMAN IN LABOR AND ALL FACES TURNED
PALE? ALAS! for that day is great, so that none is like it; FOR
IT IS THE TIME OF JACOB’S TROUBLE! . . .’ ” (Jeremiah 30:4-7).

It will be a time that will have had no equal—so said Jesus
Christ! He compared this coming time to the Flood and
Sodom and Gomorrah: the usual everyday events taking
place—and THEN—blitzkrieg nuclear warfare comes
upon the House of Joseph to be followed by COMPLETE

PANIC! But then it will be too late
for them to retaliate! (Ezekiel 7:14).

There are the Scriptures that
reveal many of God’s people will
be caught sleeping during this com-
ing time and left behind! They will
have to win their salvation during
the Great Tribulation! (Revela-
tion 3:14-22; Matthew 25:1-13).

Those who remain faithful in
the fullness of doctrinal truth and
practice while supporting the
Work will have already been
removed by Jesus Christ to the

place prepared for them to escape these soon-coming hor-
rors (Revelation 3:7-13; 12:14; Isaiah 33:16).

Hopefully and prayerfully, all members will respond to
His knock while there is yet a little time and make the need-
ed corrective changes! Studying the Holy Bible with the
unedited Mystery of the Ages Book could make the difference.

History—“Those who cannot [or will not] learn
from the past are doomed to repeat it” (George Santayana).

The MYSTERY OF THE AGES—Jesus Christ led His apos-
tle and the promised Elijah—His teacher—to write the last
book of his life, THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES, to be A
REMINDER of all of the doctrinal teachings Christ RESTORED
within His Church through him. By the use of this original
unedited book with the Holy Bible, His people should be
enabled to recognize the strong deception that is now on
His Church by Satan the devil and keep themselves from it.

The Philadelphia Remnant—To be kept informed
from a Biblical perspective the meaning of the continued
record breaking disasters in the nations of Israel and
other major problems that are now coming closer together,
we offer freely a subscription to our magazine. It can also be
read on our website (www.cog-ff.com).

The Ten Commandments Book—This is a new book that
can be read or downloaded from our website (cog-ff.com).
This book continues to support what Jesus Christ used His
Promised Elijah of the End-time to restore: the Ten Com-
mandments, Statutes and Judgments, along with the original
Doctrinal Teachings (Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).

The Three Elijahs—The book of The Three Elijahs
can be read on our website (www.cog-ff.com) or down-
loaded from it. This book makes known how these Three
Men were used by God to perform basically the same
responsibilities and for the same reasons.

God had ample reason for these three men to have the
same name as Elijah. And, though John and Mr. Armstrong
had their own names, they were “to go forth before Him
(Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of Elijah” (Luke
1:16-17). The identity of the end-time Elijah is established
with Biblical proof and by his fruits.

http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message
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“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5).
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What Is Happening To The Churches?
“If ever there is a question about something, go back to God’s Law.”

That advice was offered many years ago by a Worldwide Church of
God minister. It has proved accurate in every situation over the many
years since given. Then, a decade or so later, the organization for
which that man worked broke apart.

Did the breakup occur because the organization was not listening to
its own advice? Maybe what the field minister had said about testing
everything against God’s Law was personal opinion and not that of
the church hierarchy? Maybe he had a better handle on negative fac-
tors plaguing the church the higher leadership did not recognize? Did
he see some handwriting on the wall? To the man’s credit, he even-
tually departed the growing corruption.

What really caused the demise of Worldwide? What did they do, or
not do, that caused their demise? Bringing this question forward to
today, why are church groups continually fracturing and/or losing
members? There is cause and effect. If the cause(s) for WCG’s failure
can be identified they could be used by groups and individuals to
avoid experiencing a similar fate.

Some say the failure of the old WCG was due to them ignoring what
the Bible said in order to suit some personal opinions. Others say
WCG added to and twisted what the Bible said. If such activities were
true, they were the seeds of failure, tares among wheat.

“God is a spirit. They that worship God must worship Him in spirit and
in truth.” Those words from Christ were written in John 4:24. He had
said them to the woman of Samaria at the well.

Later, Jesus was preparing to depart back to heaven. He told his dis-
ciples he would send the Spirit of Truth from the Father.When it came,
he told them, it would guide into all truth. “The Spirit does not speak
of itself, but whatsoever it hears from heaven. It shall speak and show
things to come” (John 16:13).

Some say the old WCG leadership was not being led by God’s Spirit.
They observe that WCG promoted Bible translation errors, miscon-
ceptions, and were adding more and more heresies to doctrine. WCG
set dates about fleeing to a Place of Safety in 1972 even when Jesus
said he didn’t know the exact date for the establishment of God’s
Kingdom. Only his Father knew that (Mark 13:32-33).

Many of you reading these comments understand some factors which
caused the WCG breakup. The first works God gave to the church, its
goals and principles, became contaminated. Toward the end, what
flourished was rampant greed, financial mismanagement, power
struggles, fear tactics, and damnable heresies.

All that now is history. The flame upon the candlestick of the old
Worldwide Church of God was put out. The good thing was all infor-
mation necessary for one to qualify for spiritual life was in the Bible.
But the sheltering umbrella of a large church group would be no
more. God disbanded the group forcing everyone into a position of
thinking for themselves and personally responsible for their own sal-
vation. The only question God had was who would start listening to
what the Spirit said.

The old nation of Israel experienced something similar. David was a
man after God’s heart (Acts 13:22). When David was Israel’s leader,
the nation flourished. It continued flourishing during the first half of
Solomon’s 40-year reign because Solomon also honored and wor-
shipped The Lord God.

But when Solomon was older, he was influenced by his many wives

and began seeking after their gods. That caused his ‘heart’ to change
toward The Lord God. The devil didn’t do it. It was Solomon’s decision
to entertain error.

The change did not occur at the snap of fingers. It progressed over time,
but the result was disastrous. Solomon turned his back upon God’s Law
and did evil in the sight of The Lord, his heart no longer perfect toward
The Lord. And The Lord God was angry! (1 Kings 11:4-6, 9).

Solomon’s abandonment of God’s commandments affected others in
Israel. The citizens had been watching Solomon’s activities. After all,
he was their leader and wasn’t he the wisest man alive? Besides, who
dared question what the king did? (Ecclesiastes 8:4).

Many in Israel began to follow their leader into the abyss of compro-
mise, ‘honoring’ other gods (1 Kings 11:5). The errors of a leader can
cause much damage.

After Solomon’s death, old Israel split apart (1 Kings 12:11-16). The
biblical reason given for the split was financial. That was only the cat-
alyst. The breakup was from God (1 Kings 12:24).

Most of today’s Worldwide spin-off groups proclaim disgust over
wrong teachings and doctrines. Most admit errors of WCG were the
reason for their own formation. Yet, when the dust of many newly
formed groups has settled, the same errors and compromises of the
Word are continued. For most it has been business as usual.

Some of today’s split-offs claim they are exclusive holders of God’s
truth. They say they are the only ones with whom God is ‘working.’
That is gross arrogance, realized or not! They place themselves in
front of God, usurping His authority and decision making. They pre-
sume to limit with whom God may associate, whom He may call, with
whom He may work.

Jude wrote: “It was needful for me to write to you and exhort you
that you should earnestly contend for the faith which was once deliv-
ered to the saints. For certain men have crept in unawares, who were
before of old ordained to this condemnation, ungodly men, turning
the grace of our God into lasciviousness, and denying the only Lord
God and our lord, Jesus Christ.”

The apostle Paul commented on similar conditions way back two
thousand years ago.

Galatians 1:6-8—“I marvel that you are so soon removed (trans-
ferred) from Him that called you into the grace of Christ to another
(different kind of) gospel, which is not another, but is there to cause
trouble in your minds (by) perverting the gospel of Christ. If I, or an
angel (messenger or pastor who says they are) from heaven, preach
another gospel to you other than that which we have preached to
you, let them be accursed.”

The comments which follow come neither from animosity or bitter-
ness, nor are they intended as bashing. They are made out of concern
for the spiritual lives of many who continue sucking on sour milk bot-
tles refusing to compare what they are told with what the Bible says.

Truly, it is not easy for people to disrupt their comfort zone. However,
spiritual growth comes only by making changes away from error. It is
so important to understand the reasons why WCG failed and a lesson
taken to heart by all (Luke 6:39).

“Here is the patience of the saints. They are they who keep the com-
mandments of God and the faith of Jesus (Revelation 14:12). Keep
the commandments of God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ
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(Revelation 12:17). Blessed are they who do His commandments so
they may have the right to The Tree of Life and permission to enter in
through the gates into the City of God” (Revelation 22:14). If ever
there is a question about some religious idea or doctrine, go back to
the Law, seeing how the question fits in with God’s way of thinking.

★ ★ ★

1) Did WCG fail because the leadership told members there was no
new knowledge? That position directly contradicts 2 Peter 3:18:
“Grow in grace and knowledge.”

There always will be new knowledge. No one knows everything. If
people expect to grow in God’s grace, they must grow in God’s
knowledge. Study to show oneself approved to God.

The church disregarded input from the general membership. Surely
some offered ideas would have been quite useful, but the operational
premise was: ‘No grunt has spiritual gifts. God would never dare give
new revelation to a lay member. Only the ordained can receive new
knowledge’ (as if organizational ordination was a prerequisite the
Spirit required to impart inspiration).

Jesus promised where two or three were gathered in his name he
would be there with them (Matthew 18:20). Surely Jesus did not
expect to sit quietly aside and not add to the conversation? However
the church thought the promise applied only to the ministry. Very short-
sighted. “I was totally without credentials, a herdsman, but God took
me as I followed the flock and made me His prophet” (Amos 7:14-15).

2) Did WCG break apart because it was organized like an insensitive
military organization and assumed it had blanket permission to do
and say anything to anyone?

The Pastor General Report announced trial balloons and gave ways
for keeping the troops in check. The PGR was a pipeline of secrets
only for the eyes of ‘management.’ Members were told not to worry
about what was being planned or done at Headquarters. They were
there only to pray and pay.

Some of the WCG ministry exhibited oppressive attitudes resembling
those of a dictator. They acted like a boss instead of a servant. Much
ignored was what Jesus had said about church leaders: “The princes
of the gentiles exercise dominion over them, and they that are great
wield full privilege upon them. But it shall not be so among you”
(Matthew 20:25-26).

Nevertheless, abusive disfellowshipping practices went way beyond
‘being aware’ of brethren who had a different point of view. Many in
the ministry were on a constant witch hunt. Sadly, some of the mem-
bership were no better and cheered the head-lopping of brethren.

When some were put out of the assembly they were told they also
were forever out of God’s Kingdom.

Some people were condemned to burn in The Lake of Fire.

People were publicly ‘marked’ sometimes just for asking the meaning
of a scripture they thought conflicted with a church doctrine.

If you questioned God’s apostle or cadre you were not with the pro-
gram. You had a bad attitude. Romans 16:17 was changed to read:
‘Crucify those who do not believe without question every word com-
ing out of Headquarters.’ The church needed to be sterilized.

Occasionally there were a few who stirred up discord within the con-
gregation. They should have been dealt with. However, only God is

the Judge as who will be eternally condemned. No man has the
authority to toss another into the final burning lake of brimstone.

3) Jesus delivered a message from his Father to the Ephesian Church.
He told them unless they repented, their candlestick (not their
‘baton’) would be taken away (Revelation 2:4-5). The light they had
received from God was in serious jeopardy.

Christ also delivered a message to the Pergamos Church (Revelation
2:15-16). He told them his Father hated the ‘deeds’ (Strong’s Concor-
dance NT #3531 = victorious over the people) of the Nicolaitanes.
Jesus warned there were those in the group battling for control over
people. God wanted that activity stopped. If it did not, Jesus person-
ally would fight against them.

4) Did WCG break apart because the brethren were exploited for
their financial resources? The church made merchandise of the mem-
bers. Greed was explained as: ‘The work needs more money to reach
the world.’

A study was conducted. It found one-third of church women had jobs.
That was a significant untapped resource! Immediately the tithing
policy was changed.

Working women began to be badgered about bringing holy day
offerings, a clear contradiction to Deuteronomy 16:16 and Exodus
23:17. Only men are mentioned as responsible for providing offer-
ings, and then ‘three times’ in the year, not at all eight annual Sab-
baths as was required.

A tithe of one’s second tithe was requested. Obviously, there were
records showing who complied.

People were encouraged not to purchase extra or ‘frivolous’ items for
themselves or the family from their second tithe fund. It was hoped
people would end up with excess second tithe and any excess was
ordered sent to the church.

The scriptural use for one’s second tithe is given in Deuteronomy
14:26. It is for one’s enjoyment during the Fall Feast time. “You will
give the money for all which your soul wishes, for oxen, or for sheep,
or for wine, or for strong drink, or for anything which your soul
desires. You will eat (at the place The Lord chooses—verse 25) in the
presence of The Lord your God. And you and your household will be
gleeful!” (Strong’s Concordance translation).

The church asked family inheritances be diverted to Headquarters.

The church wanted members to get their employers to match person-
al donations.

The church wanted members to borrow money (but don’t tell the
bank what the money was for).

The church urged the sending in of every widow’s mite. (Someone
was ignoring Psalm 39:6, Job 29:11-12, as well as 1 Timothy 3:3).

A million dollars’ worth of silver table service was purchased from
moneys fleeced from the sheep. The expensive service was needed,
the reason told, for purpose of ‘showing quality’ to guests in the
church’s mansion.

The field ministry was cautioned to be stingy with third tithe funds
when all the while donations were secretly being diverted from the
Widow’s and Orphan’s Fund to pay for remodeling homes of
Headquarters ministers. Some widows and orphans did receive help
from the church. But couldn’t they have been taken care of better?
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A lay member’s spiritual growth sometimes was measured in dollars.
Records showed how much money a man contributed. Quite a bit?
He’s good deacon/elder material.

Over-spending incidents and other financial crises became the
responsibility of the members to cover. Headquarters’ opulence was
fed, while people in the field went hungry trying to be good servants.

5) Did WCG fold because during the later years the Fourth
Commandment was given lip service?

After years of teaching that the day preceding a Sabbath was for
preparation of meals needed on the Sabbath, the policy was changed.
People were told they could go to restaurants on the Sabbath, just
don’t pay until the sun goes down. In some church areas what
became allowed became a ritual. People couldn’t wait for the last
Amen so they could rush off to get a good seat at Fridays, Bennigan’s,
Applebee’s, or similar fare.

Various reasoning used for the change in policy went something like
these: ‘Restaurant personnel get paid. Servants do not. Therefore,
restaurant personnel cannot be considered our servants.’ ‘Restaurant
personnel are there anyway. Church members being there will not
cause them more work.’

Use of automatic timer ovens in the home on the Sabbath became
commonplace. Reason given: ‘It’s not work in these modern days. The
cooking is all automatic. Besides, the family will be hungry when we
get home, and we are having folks over, and . . . .’

Portable ovens and crock pots came into use in the back rooms of
church buildings cooking for potlucks following Sabbath services.

The next step arrived. Grocery shopping after Sabbath services began.
Reason: ‘If we can gather food at a restaurant, what’s the difference
gathering from a grocery store? Then we can take it home and avoid
the restaurant question.’

Some members were ostracized when they mentioned Sabbath conduct
pointed out by Exodus 16:22-28, Exodus 23:12, Deuteronomy 5:12-14,
Isaiah 58:13-14, and others. That made people uncomfortable. More
times than not, the minister showed up at their home for a visit.

God made provisions for true emergencies. Matthew 12:1-7 and
Hosea 6:6 show mercy as reason for doing what is necessary on a
Sabbath. Jesus did not discard the Preparation Day, nor did he (sup-
posedly) ‘nail’ his Father’s commandments to the cross (Mark 15:42).

This same ‘eating out’ issue continues today in some groups.

6) Did WCG fold because leaders quit the commission given to the
church?

“We have reached the whole world with the gospel,” they would
finally come to say. “We’ve talked to all country rulers who will allow
us an audience.”

What they really meant was they had approached all who would accept
Steuben Crystal bribes and grandiose parties lavished with free food.

7) Did WCG fail because the members also quit the commission?

The attitude was let the radio and TV programs explain God’s plan for
humanity. Just come to weekly services, talk nice to the minister, don’t
miss church functions, and keep your head down. Much easier.

In truth, many who claimed membership in WCG had seen world

conditions steadily worsening and wanted a safe place to escape the
coming Tribulation. They hoped membership in Worldwide guaran-
teed them a seat on a plane to Petra.

Many people today do not want to hear that the commission to go to
the world with the gospel was given to all not just those formally
‘ordained.’ Christ told all disciples: Go and preach the gospel of the
coming kingdom (Matthew 28:19-20).

Reread the parable about Ten Virgins, how five not shining their light
caused them to be excluded from Christ’s wedding supper (Matthew
25:1-12).

Luke 12:43—Blessed is that servant whom his Lord, when he comes,
shall find him working.

8) Did WCG break apart because of idolatrous worship of men?

The church leader would say: “Follow me as I follow God,” and peo-
ple bowed in his direction.

9) Did WCG breakup because Peter was proclaimed the Head
Apostle?

HWA said he walked in the footsteps of Peter. Maybe he did, some-
times. However, this doctrine was designed primarily to reinforce the
church hierarchy and pecking order because if Peter truly had been
the ‘head’ apostle at the beginning of the New Testament church,
why didn’t Paul go to learn at Peter’s feet instead of to Arabia for
three years to learn from Christ? (Galatians 1:16-18). If Peter truly
was the head apostle, how was it others could make decisions for him
and send him? (Acts 8:14).

10) Then there was the placing of Jesus as the ‘cornerstone’ of the
church on top of a pyramidal form of government, the church leader/
apostle positioned directly under Jesus.

Any experienced builder knows what is on top is a ‘capstone’ not a
cornerstone. The cornerstone is laid at the foot of a building. It is the
beginning of a foundation. Jesus is the foundation of the church,
something that should have been obvious. Jesus is like a large, stable
rock. When someone builds their religious beliefs upon him, they are
on very firm footing (1 Corinthians 3:10-11 / Ephesians 2:20).

11) Did WCG fail because the role of women in the church was all but
denied?

A few ladies were recognized so as to satisfy worldly necessity. But
the rest were consistently pushed down, made fun of, commanded to
be quietly subservient. The idea male and female were equal heirs of
salvation quietly was kept to the bin of ‘unnecessary’ knowledge.

There are many biblical examples showing women actively involved
in furthering God’s work with humanity. Some are in the Old
Testament. Deborah was a prophetess and judge of Israel (Judges
4:4-9). Huldah, also a prophetess, was used by God to deliver mes-
sages to the kings of both Israel and Judah.

In the New Testament Priscilla taught Apollos himself a teacher of the
Law (Acts 18:24-26).

Philip had four daughters. All were prophets. For any who feel com-
pelled to arrange church ‘offices’ as a neat pecking order, Phillip’s
daughters should be placed one ‘rank’ above their evangelist father
(Ephesians 4:11 / Acts 21:8-9).

Phebe was soon to arrive in Rome. Paul told the men of that assem-
bly to assist her in whatever she had need (Romans 16:1-3). Such
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assistance wasn’t for pointing her in the direction of a store, cooking
stove, or broom for the floor.

Then there was Mary personally sent by Jesus to deliver a message to
his disciples and other brethren (John 20:17-18).

12) Did WCG fail because top leaders believed and acted like they sat
in the seat of Moses?

Christ’s disciples never were said to be in the seat of Moses. Only the
unrighteous Scribes and Pharisees clamored for that position
(Matthew 23:2).

13) Did WCG fail because meekness was only for lay members?

It is fairly common knowledge the old WCG organization proclaimed
itself the one and only true Church of God in its time. “We know more
than anyone else,” they would say. “We know all other churches are
wrong because we are God’s Church. Only we are working toward
the Kingdom. Only through us can one find the way to God. And if,
by some chance (perish the thought), there are members of the Body
outside our group, they must be ‘lesser’ in God’s sight.” If these
claims were true, how is it the gates of hell prevailed against
Worldwide? (Matthew 16:18).

In the early 70’s, many South Americans were discovered keeping the
Sabbath, the Holy Days, eating clean foods, etc. Pasadena shuddered
like an earthquake had occurred. Those people were doing biblically
correct things, yet never had heard of the Worldwide Church of God.
There was panic.

The Hispanics quickly were labeled and dumped into the negative
Sardis Church category (Revelation 3:1) and threatened. Their min-
istry was told if they and their people wanted to be in the correct
church Era and considered Pillars of God, they had to change alle-
giance (and tithes) to WCG.

There came another shock. Hundreds of God fearing, commandment
practicing people were found in the Ukraine and not everyone even
had a Bible!

When word of the Ukraine brethren leaked out to the general U.S.
membership WCG leaders tried to control them under the guise of
‘assisting.’ Money was promised hoping to buy allegiance. The
Ukrainians refused to knuckle under. The WCG leadership was forced
to admit other believers independent of WCG existed. Apparently the
Holy Spirit really did know what it was doing!

14) Did the Worldwide failure occur as a result of the Word of God
consistently being rewritten?

“HWA and GTA will be the last two witnesses, guaranteed,” pro-
claimed one false prophet in church employ. During the 1978 split-
up: “Father and son will get back together again, just like God and
Christ.” More untrue words from the same false prophet.

“The church is your Mother and you shall yield to her control” was
preached. Excuse me. Please explain how the church, an unmarried
virgin bride espoused to Christ, is already a Mother? (2 Corinthians
11:2 / Revelation 14:3-4).

The Day of Atonement was said to mean ‘at-one-ment with God.’
When verbalized in any other language, ‘atonement’ does not sound
the same as in English. Furthermore, the original word translated as
atonement simply means ‘to cover.’ The annual holy day by the same
name refers to Jesus Christ as the ‘covering’ for sin. Jesus is the atone-
ment before God for individuals who accept him and his sacrifice.

15) Point number 15. This might be the most important reason for the
breakup of Worldwide. An article was published in the church news-
paper, The Worldwide News, February 1990. The then Pastor General
announced that Mary, the mother of Christ, wasn’t really his mother.
He said Jesus had been a spirit ‘wrapped’ in flesh.

Possibly those comments were made to back up another idea that
had begun to openly circulate. Someone had decided only the death
of a ‘god’ was sufficient to cancel sin. Therefore, the article conclud-
ed that Jesus must have been a god not a human. While no scriptur-
al documentation was offered for these new ideas, there was much
scripture to disprove them and conveniently not mentioned.

Acts 3: 22—Moses truly said to the fathers, a prophet shall The Lord
your God raise up to you from your brethren like unto me (flesh and
blood human).

Luke 24:36-40—After his resurrection, Jesus appeared to his disci-
ples. They feared they were seeing a spirit. Jesus said to them: “Peace
be unto you. Why are you troubled? Behold my hands and my feet. It
is I, myself. Handle me, and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and
bones as you see me have.” Jesus had manifested himself again as
human for that purpose.

John 1:14 (literal translation)—And the Divine Expression was
caused to become a human Being. He pitched his tent among us, and
we beheld his glory as the one and only from the Father.

John 3:4-6, 8—Jesus was speaking with Nicodemus. The subject was
about being born again. Jesus said becoming born again required
water and the Spirit. Nicodemus was confused.

Jesus explained. “That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the Spirit is spirit. The wind blows where it wants.
You hear the sound of it, but you can’t tell from where it comes nei-
ther where it goes. So it is (with) everyone born of the Spirit.”

Breaking one of God’s commandments is sin. God will forgive sin
when asked and presented with blood from a sacrifice. Under the Old
Covenant, blood from select animals was required. In New Testament
time the blood Jesus shed at death is used. Jesus was the perfect
atonement for covering sin. If it were not for the blood of The Christ,
we all would become permanently dead from our sins.

1 John 4:1-2—Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God because many false prophets are gone out
into the world. Hereby know you the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses Jesus Christ came in the flesh is of God. And every spirit
that confesses not that Jesus Christ came in the flesh is not of God
and is the spirit of antichrist.

The apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 11:3-4—“I fear, lest by any means, as
the serpent beguiled Eve through subtlety, your minds should be cor-
rupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. For when one comes preach-
ing another Jesus, whom we have not preached, you listen to that other
spirit, or other gospel, and these you well endure and accept.”

★ ★ ★

Those of you who experienced some of the above events know the
truth of the statements. More could be added, but these errors should
be sufficient. What one does and believes is important to God, so He
placed a warning in His Book to watch out for would-be religious
leaders (3 John 9-10). People need to beware of others trying to take
their crown (Revelation 3:11). Search and trust the scriptures. Prove
all things for yourself. Test the spirits. Unlearn error.
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I ended Part 4 by pointing
out that, because of the
“sign” that the Gentiles will
see in the heaven

(Revelation 6:16-7), there will be
some form of religious revival
amongst many of the Gentile
nations on earth—primarily those
of Continental Europe and
amongst the Islamic Arab world.

I also mentioned that both of
the above-mentioned Gentile
peoples are expecting the coming
of their particular “Messiah,”
though I doubt they really put
much time or effort into teaching
said doctrine.

Now, in what follows I will
show that, because of the “sign,”
these united Gentile peoples will
go about all the earth and—either
by force of arms or through diplo-
macy—will bring about a time of
“peace on all the earth.” In doing
this, they will also work together
to prepare the ancient land of
Judah and the city of Jerusalem
for the return of their Messiah,
represented by the Lamb.

Let’s now begin to see where
this “unification” amongst the
Gentiles actually begins, and some
of the results of said unification.

Zechariah 1:8: “And I saw by
night, and behold, a man riding

upon a red horse. And he stood
among the myrtle trees . . . and
behind him were red horses, and
speckled, and white”!

When is the timing of said
beginning of unification?

We can assume, because it says
it was “by night,” that the
groundwork for such union will
already have been laid prior to its
being revealed. Meaning, it will be
done in secret and behind doors.

Thus, when the time comes for

action, there will be little planning
left undone.

Now, if this is an attempt to
unite Israel’s enemies against her,
and it is intended that the nations
of Israel will be attacked by these
united forces, it is not known. But
it does not matter, because the
coming earthquake and volcanic
activities will mean that such a
sudden attack is not needed.

What will happen instead: The

Gentiles will see the “sign” and
then put their unifying efforts to
use in ending all military conflicts
on earth.

The “red horse,” upon which a
man sits, points to there being one
dominant military figure that
begins the unification and rules
over those of the unification—
with red signifying military might,
or armed forces.

The other “red horses” show
that other military powers are

involved in this military force and
are “behind” the man, showing
that they are allowing the man to
have authority over their armies.

The “white” horses, of course,
point to the religions of these
united nations being in support of
whatever the original plans were.

The “speckled” horses have an
interesting meaning. They are said
to be “bright red, or piercing to
the sight.” Also to be “shrill, and

to whistle or hiss.” They are also
said to be in the “myrtle trees.”

In Old Testament writings,
myrtle trees are said to be places
of concealment from which attacks
could be made. If the rest of the
definition can be put into perspec-
tive, the conclusion would be
something like: “The other military
forces, along with the religious
forces, cannot wait to carry out
their plans”—meaning they are
“pulling at the bit” to go to war.

Again, since Israel will no
longer be in the plan, they will
gladly follow the “leader” in his
efforts to put an end to wars on
earth and to usher in peace.

But will there really be peace?
Scripture seems to clearly tell us
that the answer is “Yes.”

Note Zechariah 1:9-11, which
tells us that the “military and reli-
gious forces” are told to “walk to
and fro through the earth”!

To put it more plainly, they are
being told to go throughout the
earth and fight against any peo-
ples that will not come willingly to
the peace table. Anyone who will
resist them will be destroyed or
made to stop warring. Do not for-
get that these military and reli-
gious forces will be preparing the
earth for the return of their
Messiah/Savior!

Now, these forces do as they
are told to do, and when they
return they say, “We have walked
to and fro through the earth. And,
behold, all the earth sits still and,
is at rest!”

As mentioned, one of the areas
in which these united forces will
war is Jerusalem and Judea. One
way or another, whether through
battle or through diplomacy, either
both the Edomite Jews and illegal
Palestinians will be removed, or
one will refuse to leave and will
be destroyed.

We know this because
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah
will be destroyed and will have to
be rebuilt.

I will begin Part 6 with examin-
ing when it is that the above
events will take place. For “the
end is still for a time appointed.”

Prophecy Today

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —

Since Israel will no longer be in the plan, they will
gladly follow the ‘leader’ in his effort to put an

end to wars on earth and to usher in peace.

I ended Part 5 by saying I
would begin this Part 6 with
a “time period” as to when
the predicted events of the

previous material would be come
to pass. This I will do to begin this
new writing.

Note that what I present is my
thoughts pertaining to the
“years,” not to the “year,”
“month” or “day.” However, as far
as the “time” goes, the answers
are in Scripture, and, when the
understanding is needed to be
known, the events on the earth
will speak for themselves.

In Zechariah 1:8-11 we saw
where there will be a unifying of a
number of Gentile military forces,
along with a number of Gentile
religions. These forces will come
together at a time when they will
go forth into all the earth and,
through military or diplomatic
efforts, will bring “peace on all the
earth.”

Now we will continue with
some of the teachings of what will
occur after this “peace” has come
about.

This next Scripture seems to
define the “time period” when the
end of the warfare on earth is
over. And it seems to begin the
time period when Israel’s punish-

ments have come upon her. Those
I have defined as resulting from
the coming earthquake of the
verses starting in Revelation 6:12.

Zechariah 1:12: “Then the
Angel of the LORD [#3068,
YeHoVaH] answered and said,
O LORD [same] of hosts, how long
will you not have mercy on
Jerusalem, and on the cities
of Judah, against which you
have had indignation these
seventy years?”

Note carefully that it says
“these” seventy years, not
“those” seventy years. Why? Well,
for the simple fact that the time
period when these words were
written by Zechariah was nearly
twenty years “after” the Jews had
already returned from their
“seventy-year exile,” thus making
this scripture applicable to the
future only and not the past.

Consider: If these “seventy

years” are meant for the future,
then how would one translate
these years to said future? Well,
many may try to come up with a
period of time in which seventy
years may have been applied prior
to today. I cannot think of one. And,
no, the year “70 AD” cannot apply.
Since this seems to be the True
teaching, then is there a time peri-
od in which these years may apply?

Yes, one of two time periods.
But, before one can come to

understand either of these two,
one must go back to some of the
comments I made in the previous
material; namely, the “Israeli
Jews” who presently live in the
lands that belonged in the Old
Covenant times to Israel. Notably,
these were the two tribes of Judah
and Benjamin, though at times
many others of the other tribes
also resided in that territory.

Today’s present Israeli Jews

who are in Palestine, as I have
previously noted, are not of the
descendants of the patriarch
Jacob. Rather, they are descended
from Esau. They are Edomites, not
Judahites or Israelites. Therefore, it
is to these peoples that the
“seventy-year prophecy” pertains.
The problem is: When do the
seventy years begin?

There are only two possibilities.
The first that I will mention is
almost an impossibility.

Note the word “Jerusalem” in
Zechariah 1:12. Does this mean
“old Jerusalem” or simply
Jerusalem in general?

Let’s look at the latter possibility
first. The lands of Palestine were
granted as a “homeland” to the
Edomite Jews who escaped from
the Holocaust of World War II, and
many other “Jews” since then. But
it was not until 1947-48 that these
Jews were given the area of

Palestine as their “homeland”—
which, as I recall, included a part of
that which is referred to as “new
Jerusalem.” (I may err a bit on this.)

But, again, the word
“Jerusalem” is the key. When it
pertains to the former (“old
Jerusalem”), the time period
comes later. That was the time
when the Edomite Jews gained
control of at least parts of, or all
of, the “old city of Jerusalem.” The
control of that part of the city
came about as a result of the
Jews’ victory over the Arabs dur-
ing the “Six Day War” of 1967.

Now, add seventy years to
1947-48. What years do you come
up with? Yes, 2017-18.

You see, then, why I said this
was, and is, almost an impos-
sibility. But if one were to add
seventy years to, let’s say, 1967-
68, then the time period in which
there will come “peace on the
earth” will be somewhere around
2037-38. But that is NOT THE END!
Not by a long shot!

I will continue with this
scriptural account in Part 7, for
Zechariah 1:12 seems to be the
culmination verse of the end of the
Philadelphia work and the return
of the “emigrants” from Israel
coming to Jerusalem and Judea.

It is to Edomites that the ‘seventy-year
prophecy’ pertains. The problem is: When

do the seventy years begin?

— PART 5 —

— PART 6 —
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I
saac, Abraham’s son, was willing and ready to
be sacrificed by his father. Because of attitudes
and faith of Abraham and Isaac, God blessed
the descendants of Abra-
ham as a great nation that

was destined to spread the bless-
ings he received to the entire
world.

The Firstborn

The firstborn, including Adam
and Jesus, were miraculously
and directly born of God. This
made them holy in the sense
that their Father in heaven is
holy (Luke 2; Romans 5).

But Abraham, unlike Jesus,
had an earthly father, Terah, a
high priest of the Chaldeans.
Though he had a human father,
God adopted him through a
“promise” to make him an heir.

God also adopted Isaac, to
carry on Abraham’s promise
through inheritance. Isaac
would receive an inheritance
as his birthright because of
Abraham.

The right of birth passes to a
father’s firstborn.

Two Seeds

When Isaac’s wife, Rebecca,
conceived, she was pregnant
with fraternal, not identical,
twins. This was because the
two fetuses were of two sperm
cells from their father Isaac.

The two resulting babies,
born at the same time, were
brothers, but not identical twins
(Genesis 25:22-24).

Jacob engendered two kinds
of genes in his two sons. One

was born with a deceitful nature, and the other in-
stinctively sought God.

Esau came out of his mother’s womb first, but
Jacob, following, grabbed hold of Esau’s foot,
attempting to supplant Esau as the firstborn.

Esau grew to be a hairy man who loved to hunt.
Isaac was a plainsman living off the earth.

Different Boys

The two boys were of two very different person-
alities. Esau was hateful and vicious, while Jacob
was of a pleasant disposition but deceitful, always
trying to outsmart others.

As the story goes, Esau went hunting. He became
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extremely hungry and asked Jacob to give him
some food. Jacob was a trickster and coveted Esau’s
birthright. He saw an opportunity because of Esau’s
hunger. Jacob offered to trade a bowl of porridge for
the birthright.

Esau hungrily and unwisely agreed to the trade.
At another time Jacob tricked his father, Isaac,

into giving him Esau’s “firstborn blessing.”
As a result, Esau was enraged at his brother a sec-

ond time. Esau asked his father for another blessing,
but Isaac could not give him the firstborn’s blessing.
Esau asked if his father could give him some other
blessing.

Isaac gave Esau a blessing, but it was not as pow-
erful or valuable as the blessing Jacob connived to
steal from his brother Esau.

Esau learned to
hate Jacob and even
thought of killing him.
Jacob had to flee his
father’s house because
he was afraid Esau
might act on his ha-
tred. Jacob migrated to find a wife among his
father’s extended family.

Esau graciously welcomed his brother

Years later, when Jacob was married to two wives
and God had blessed him with an abundance with
livestock, he returned to his father’s and mother’s
geographical area.

On Jacob’s way back to his ancestral home, Esau,
who by that time was also wealthy and felt blessed
of God, graciously welcomed his brother.

Jacob had been worried and sent gifts and live-
stock to Esau as he entered Abraham’s land. How-
ever, God had so blessed Esau that he did not want
any of his brother’s gifts. Esau was just glad to see
Jacob again.

Underlying Hostility

As long as Esau was satisfied, he and Jacob were
at peace. The twins, different by nature from their
birth, remained at peace until Abraham died.

But keep in mind that Jacob and Esau, throughout
their lives, felt a level of hostility toward each other.

Both influenced the history of the entire world.
Jacob, whom God renamed Israel and fathered 12
children, was the ancestor of the 12 tribes of Israel.
Over time, the tribes grew into related but differing
nations with different languages.

Each of Jacob’s children carried his father’s genes,
inheriting their tendency to propound schemes and
trickery just like their father.

Jacob married Leah and Rachel and took concu-
bines. What a mess! Each child inherited character-
istics of his or her mother, bringing together a chaot-
ic, Babylonian mixture of personalities.

Esau was a disappointment to his father, Isaac. He
intermarried with other peoples, disappointing his
father, Isaac. One of Esau’s wives was an Egyptian

woman descended from
Ishmael, his half broth-
er descended from Abra-
ham and the concubine
Hagar.

One Fine Mess

Here’s how Esau became Edom and, culturally, a
real mess.

The people descended from Esau became known
as Edom because he was the progenitor of the
Edomites who came to live to the south of the
Israelites. They became an enemy nation of Israel
and, eventually, a vassal state of the nation of Israel.

King Herod, from Edom and descended from
Esau, built the second temple (which was destroyed
in A.D. 70). Herod was a continuation of firstborn
lineage from Abraham.

Esau became an enemy of Jacob and has remained
an enemy throughout history to the present.

Rule of the Gentiles

Herod took 46 years to build the temple. Caesar’s
son, Titus, destroyed the massive structure. Israel
was mingled with all nations and cultures of the
world (Amos 9:9). “Babylon,” or a state of confu-
sion, became the norm worldwide.
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Under Esau and his birthright, all Israelites—
descendants of Israel—are “captive in Shiloh” until
the rightful place of Jacob (Israel) is restored.

Shiloh, an ancient village west of the Jordan on
the slope of Mount Ephraim, is where Jesus, the Mes-
siah, will rebuild the original tabernacle of God.

The rule of the gentiles continues to this day. The
temple of God is no longer a literal earthly structure,
but is a metaphorical, mobile-structure temple of the
Spirit of God.

Shiloh, the original location of Moses’ tabernacle,
was likewise mobile. It was a tent that could be
moved. Christ’s “temple,” analogously, is spiritual
and movable. It is a spiritual dwelling place. It is in
that sense exactly like the tabernacle in Shiloh.

The Prophecy

Besides trading a
bowl of porridge for
Esau’s birthright, Jacob
tricked his father, Isaac,
into giving him Esau’s
inheritance. The wrong
twin, Jacob, who be-
came Israel, ended up with the inheritance, which
included the nations of Israel.

Esau pleaded with his father to bestow him with
some kind of blessing. Isaac responded to Esau as
follows:

“Behold, your dwelling shall be the fatness [rich-
es] of the earth [oil] and the dew of heaven [God]
from above; and by your sword [war] shall you live
and shall serve your brother [Jacob/Israel].

“And it shall come to pass when you shall have
the dominion [sovereignty and authority], that you
shall break his yoke [dominance] from your neck”
(Genesis 27:39-40).

This sovereignty and authority were under King
Herod. The resulting dominion became the greatest
nation in the world.

Herod From Esau’s Line

Remember, King Herod is from the line of Esau
and the Edomites. Herod, by his dominance or

dominion, broke the yoke, the chokehold of Israel
over the Edomites.

Christ predicted the temple’s fall and the ascen-
dance of the gentile (non-Israelite) military.

The children of Edom mixed their culture with
Arabs, Persians and Greeks. They had their chance
to own and control the riches of the world, to
become the greatest nation that ever was. But they
lacked something important: the firstborn’s blessing.

Military Force

God allowed One World Government to fulfill
and enable the “times of the gentiles” through mili-
tary force.

God counts earthly time, but not by days or years.
He numbers earth time by the Jubilee year (which
occurs every 50 years). At the beginning of each
Jubilee year, all debts were to be forgiven and proper-

ty returned to the heirs
of its original owners.

From the death of
Christ and His “resur-
rection” 50 times 40 is
the year A.D. 2000,
when the time of the

End of Days began. On Sept. 11, 2001, the Twin
Towers fell and the time of Jacob’s Trouble was
completed.

The children of God, the rebellious descendants of
the tribe of Judah, are ready to be restored (Isaiah 1).
What was “first” has become “last” and, later, the “last”
will become “first” to receive the blessings of heaven.

The Lying Lion

Satan knows his time for world rule is close to its
end. From the time of Satan’s defeat by Christ in the
1st century A.D., Satan roamed as a roaring lion,
intent on destroying the people of God.

He had one more lie to perpetuate on the earth.
“Peace at last! Peace at last!” is Satan’s big lie.

When there is no peace

Satan’s last stand is to spread “peace” so One
World Government can be achieved.
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The land of Rosh (Ezekiel 38-39), the prince of
Russia, was established by the Vikings, under Prince
Vladimir in the 800s B.C. at Kiev, in The Ukraine.
Rosh was the chief prince from Novgorod, Russia.
Prince Vladimir was sent from the Novgorod
Vikings to protect the southern end of Russia.

Moscow became the capital of Russia after 200
years of control by the Tartars in the Orient mingling
with the Russian culture. The Tartars were, finally,
defeated by Rosh, and Moscow became the capital.

The whole area was populated by the people
known as the Great
Russians. Once again
they had control of all
Russia.

Russia, erroneously
called Gog and Magog
by theologians, had no
worldwide aspirations but wanted only to protect the
Russian bear and her cubs. Mother Russia would
give her life for her cubs.

Gog and Magog have a much more significant
interest: world domination.

A Surprising Scriptural Mystery

A surprise scriptural mystery is about to be
revealed. Get ready.

Remember Christ’s seven churches? The gentiles in
the book of Revelation (chapters 2 and 3) were about
to be Christ’s bride, but they were not quite ready.

Christ warned the seven churches of Revelation
2-3, who are in Babylon, “to come out of her, my
people” (Revelation 18:4). Babylon. The whore was
about to fall (verse 2). The gentiles were not ready
to be Christ’s wife.

Obey Magog or Else

The word dominion refers to unbridled, unre-
spected rulership. The phrase totally free in Hebrew
defines Gog and Magog precisely. Such will be the
state of the world at Armageddon (Revelation
16:16). Everyone must obey Magog. Everyone will
be his slaves.

Ezekiel lists the nations and people involved as

Gog or the land of Magog ( Ezekiel 38:1-6). They
include Meshech, Jubal, Persia, Ethiopia, Libya,
Gomer and his bands (tribes), and Togarmah of the
North. Yet Magog is not just a nation, prophetically
speaking, but a philosophy of life.

Russia is included in the prophecy of Ezekiel 38
but not specifically mentioned.

The purpose of this essay is not to name all these
gentile nations but to show the time frame of the
prophecy is the “end of days.”

All the world’s nations and inhabitants will attack
Jerusalem, which is biblically revealed in this con-

text as “the whore.”
Russia and all gen-
tiles will be part of
this attack.

Magog, in this his-
toric scenario, will
cast the blame for the

world’s lack of peace and prosperity on Israel as the
Great Whore.

Two Too Many

It is written that “two individuals cannot walk
together unless they be agreed” (Amos 3:3).

How in the world can seven billion people walk
together in agreement and peace?

Gog and Magog will try to commit genocide, if
they think it is necessary. All the nations in the
prophecy act like terrorists. They all are “Gog in the
land of Magog,” which begins at Armageddon with
a final attack after the Millennium.

Ezekiel announces that, after Armageddon, only
one sixth of gentile nations will be left (Ezekiel
39:2). As a result of the Battle of Armageddon, the
nations of the earth will then know the one true God,
the Father of all.

Consciously Unrepentant

The ones who will not repent as a result of Ar-
mageddon will be those who consciously decide not
repent.

The peace they thought they had achieved as
man’s One World Government was unholy and im-
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moral. They broke the Golden Rule of God: to harm
no one.

Sin is to miss the mark, which is being less than
God. God never harms anyone or anything, and He
wants His children to do the same.

The Mark of the Beast is 666 and applies to world
rulers, mankind and government.

One World Government’s supposedly peaceful
relationship with the world, by human effort, has
been formed partly of iron and clay and is ready to
crumble at any moment.

One World Government is under satanic rule. Sin
is sin and the governors of the One World are far
from perfect. They are not in the image of God and
cannot be without the help of God.

Becoming anything less than God is itself a sin.
Two individuals can sometimes agree to “walk

together” (Amos 3:3), but, as nations, when people
multiply their points of
view there can be no
peace or harmony. How
can there be peace when
there is no peace? All in-
dividuals want God to
back them and inform
them of His will.

Christ’s Prayer

When Christ was asked how to pray, he said,
“Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors”
(Matthew 6:12).

He also said, “Accumulating debt is a sin.”
The Savior obviously wants you to forgive peo-

ple’s debts and not acquire any debt yourself.
People should know better than to accumulate

debt because of the Jubilee principle: the require-
ment to forgive all debts every 50 years and return
property to its original owners.

Greedy governments and individuals have no
legitimate right to property.

Stealing One’s Rights

The biblical principle of forgiving everyone’s
debts is good but will work only when the property

is returned to those who are to inherit the land, each
in his order, as God promised to Abraham.

Do those who conquer or arrive in a land first own
the land?

Of course not. God created all things and, there-
fore it is His to give to whomever He chooses
(Hebrews 3:4). 

God grants gifts only to those who respect what
He gives. And God grants land only to those who
make it prosper.

Touching or taking anyone’s birthright or inheri-
tance is a grievous sin.

It is good and wise to forgive, but some sins—
such as not listening to God and doing His will—are
the “unpardonable sin.”

For example, you are never automatically entitled
to property that belongs to another. Your Father in
heaven decides who gets and keeps what He gives.

Mankind cannot govern or rule over anything,
unless it is sanc-
tioned by God. To
deny the existence
of God is, truly, the
worst transgression
of all.

Only God makes
the judgment of who gets what. Even Jesus always
looked to God for His Father’s will to be done.

Salvation and Order

As usual, when humans begin to doubt, they tend
to start guessing.

By the middle of the 1st century the Christians
and Jews who were expecting a Messiah began to
complain that the resurrection was past, while others
claimed no resurrection had happened.

1 Corinthians 15 is not about the Kingdom of
God but about Paul proving that the resurrection of
Christ is an organized order so all the children of
God can receive salvation.

When there are three witnesses to an event who
testify a sin has or has not been committed, the judg-
ment court of God deems their verdict is absolutely
true, that the accused individual is indeed guilty or
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innocent, as the case may be.
Paul wrote that many more than three witness-

es—in fact, more than 500 witnesses—attested to
the resurrection of Jesus because they personally
saw Him and some of them spoke to Him after his
crucifixion.

Paul wrote this Epistle about A.D. 50 to 52. One
generation had passed and the apostle said some
were still alive when he wrote the letter.

Read the entirety of 1 Corinthians 15 in the con-
text of the resurrection. He said, “If there is no res-
urrection, mankind above all, would be fools.”

Then, Paul explained in detail how God, through
Christ explained the process that leads to Salvation. 

In the mood

The first step to salvation is to come to Christ, to
be saved.

The word all in Greek does not mean “all” will be
saved at one particular time. The word all, gram-
matically, is in the “aorist
subjunctive mood.” It
implies, it demands, that
“salvation” follow an or-
derly process, predicated
on a conditional order.

In other words, God
wants everyone to become worthy of salvation.

With all the inhabitants of the world having a
diversity of ideas, God lovingly brings each person
along to learn to be like Him, according to each per-
son’s level of understanding.

Salvation is a “personal promise” by God, and not
a denominational one (Philippians 2:12).

Each human has his ups and downs. In a few
cases, some quickly change and follow the will of
God as soon as they are able to understand what it is.
God has superpatience to wait for you to leave
behind your human nature and repent.

The last enemy

Paul continued reasserting that mankind’s One
World Government will prevail until Christ defeats
the last enemy of God, the true end of human days:

death itself. God, then, will be “All in All” (1 Co-
rinthians 15:28). Death will be the last enemy Christ
will destroy.

Sin is caused by your flesh, and sin will be
destroyed by fire at the end of your physical life.

All will, finally, become “spirit” when you are
under the New Heavens and on a New Earth, which
will also be “spirit.”

Victory over death and sin will finally come to
pass (verses 44, 54-58).

Human Existence Is the Problem

World government cannot be achieved through
human efforts. Human existence is the cause of all
the world’s upheavals.

How can human existence lead the way to righ-
teous and godly One World Government? Only God
has a sound mind (2 Timothy 1:7).

God created Satan as a perfect cherub with the
know-how to deceive mankind.

God made him an angel with a God-given mis-
sion: to guard the
throne of God.

Satan is the CIA,
FBI and KGB all in
one. All the secret
agencies in every
nation never come

close to knowing all the ins and outs of the way the
world works as Satan does.

Individuals do not understand that when they
indulge themselves in the sins of the world they are
following Satan.

One in Thought

Following Satan makes individuals lovers of
Satan, even in an adulterous and fornicating sense.
Satan and his demons cannot marry, but they can
become one in thought with human beings.

Scripturally and historically, you can be absolutely
certain that faith will give you hope and, finally,
understanding “the truth.” In humans’ fleshly bodies,
no one can attain to a proper one-world ruling that
will bring eternal peace, health and prosperity.
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More than 5,700 years of human rule under Satan
and his cohorts has influenced mankind, which is
guilty of following Satan.

The Blame Game

Blaming the other guy, even if the other guy is
Satan, is just not good enough. Mankind has always
had free choice.

No one in the world is ultimately a victim. Rather,
individuals themselves make deliberate, conscious
decisions that are the cause of their sins.

All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God
(Romans 5:12). The humanoids, prehumans, of pre-
history were not miraculously born of God as Adam
was—and therefore could not be guilty of sin as are
the descendants of Adam.

How Evil Causes Great Harm

Laws are needed
only for criminals
and sinners. If your
nature is holy like
God, you have no
need for laws.

When you’re able
to have a godly nature, you will need no law. This is
because the true, spiritual law of God is embedded
in the nature of every true Christian.

The Holy Spirit of God changes the convert, little
by little, to have the mind of God (Philippians 2:5).

The apostle Paul blasts forth: “Are any of us
going to take our spiritual brothers to the world’s
unjust courts?” (1 Corinthians 6:1)

“If we have complaints about something in this
physical life, let those least esteemed in the church
settle the matter” (verse 4).

This is the conclusion of One World rule by
mankind. Even the least, with the Holy Spirit of
God, are superior in judgment to those without
God’s Spirit. One World Government by mankind is
proved to be folly.

A One World Government foisted on the inhabi-
tants of the world by one elitist group of rulers
would, without a doubt, produce the worst outcome.

To do One World Government right, its leaders
must be perfect and holy, without the slightest error.
They must be able to judge, perfectly, whether any-
one is guilty or not guilty. Only Christ and God can
accomplish this feat.

Beneficial form of world government

The ability to righteously rule over others de-
mands wisdom, knowledge and understanding.
Anything less does not qualify. God is the only One
who can bring One World Government that will
benefit all His children.

God is ready and willing at any time to institute
His One World Government. But mankind is the
cause for the delay in would-be Christians finding
God.

God’s Patience

How eager is God to give mankind eternal life in
the Kingdom of God?
Why did God not make
humans perfect when
He first created them?

He did make Adam
and Eve perfect, but He
gave them free choice.

That’s when things got complicated.
Eve could have eaten of the other trees in the

Garden of Eden. Eve could have eaten of the Tree of
Life to provide nutrition and to be able to live spiri-
tually.

But free choice is a necessary part of the liberty
God gives to mankind.

Ruling the Self

To Adam’s and Eve’s discredit, they thought they
could rule as monarchs on their own, without God.
But One World Government, through human works
and reason, was never going to work.

So God had to protect Adam and Eve from them-
selves and from the fruit of their wrongheaded deci-
sions.

Adam and Eve were the genesis of pain, suffer-
ing, illness and, ultimately, death for their future
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generations. But God, as Christ said, “is the God of
the living and not the dead.”

God was so long-suffering that He permitted
Adam and Eve to live long lives.

He was waiting to give them as much time as
they needed to repent and turn to Him and His way
of life.

His tolerance, His waiting for people to repent
from Noah’s time to this very day, shows the
patience of God.

For Their Own Good

God, through Noah, a “preacher of righteous-
ness” (2 Peter 2:5) warned the inhabitants of the
antediluvian world to change.

Only Noah’s household was saved from the
Flood. Thousands and thousands of people were
warned but did not heed the warnings and therefore
perished.

They knew they were doing wrong, but they did
not care. Life was
good because of what
God had freely given
to His children, the
inhabitants of Planet
Earth. But the world
of that age ended in
violence and wickedness.

For the people’s own good, God flooded the world
to begin again from scratch. He instituted a law to
stop the murderers. He reduced people’s lifespan to
120 years.

We don’t need to worry about the people who
died in the Flood because they will be resurrect-
ed and saved in their order as foretold (1 Co-
rinthians 15).

Is God a Murderer?

Is God guilty of the murder of the entire popula-
tion of the world except for eight people?

Of course not!
To become like God, who has total liberty, He

gave you complete liberty and free choice. No
robots wanted, please.

The goal of God is to make man in His image.
This can happen only when people decide, on their
own, to choose God and follow His ways rather than
every person thinking he is always right.

1,500 Years

From the Flood to Abraham, about 1,500 years
transpired. We certainly have a patient God. Abra-
ham came on the scene about 2000 B.C.

Abraham was nowhere near perfect. Abraham lis-
tened to his wife, who encouraged him to father an
illegitimate son, Ishmael. Abraham sinned like any
other human. However, Abraham also had faith,
and, because of his faith, he did whatever God told
him to do.

God’s Patience

Even though Abraham was not perfect, God
promised his descendants would become a great and
wealthy nation.

God did not promise him salvation, but He did
promise him physical
worldwide blessings.

Abraham and his
son Isaac, who also
had faith, would be a
blessing to the world.
God made two more

attempts to save His children.
Isaac’s son, Jacob, later renamed Israel, came

along exercising faith as well, seeking blessings
from the Angel of God in a wrestling match. Jacob
was nowhere near perfect either.

“Jacob” means “supplanter,” “trickster,” showing
he was not trustworthy. Jacob could have become a
good lawyer.

God does not choose people who are almost per-
fect or even close. God helps those who are sick
overcome their perpetual desire to sin.

Moses the Hothead

Moses was no angel and was quite spoiled by
Pharaoh and Pharaoh’s princess, Moses’ caretaker.
Moses was stubborn, ego-driven, one who easily
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lost control.
Abraham’s brother and sister (Aaron and Miriam)

were not the greatest examples either.
Between 1500 and 1200 B.C., Moses and Aaron

persuaded Pharaoh to release the people of Israel
from slavery. The love of God shone forth again.

Israel’s Split

The 12 tribes of Israel became the people of God.
In the reign of King David and his son Solomon, the
tribes were blessed above all other nations, yet no
one could receive salvation.

Everyone was sinful, including David and Solo-
mon. Every human needed the help of God because
every human was a sinner.

The 12 tribes of Israel, split into two nations. Ten
of the tribes of Israel followed the gentile God, Baal.

Two and one-half of the tribes, including Judah,
became known as the
nation of Judah. 

God tried to help Ju-
dah, encouraging Judah-
ites to institute “temple
worship” in Jerusalem,
the holy city of God.

When God gave His Son, Christ, to the world, he
found that Judah, the Jews, acted no better than their
ancestors of David’s time. They made their temple
worship into a commercial business. They desecrat-
ed the holy house of God, and Caesar subjugated the
Jews through taxation.

A new people had to prove themselves through faith.
The people of God, as usual, were sinners and followed
evil wherever they roamed throughout the world.

Invading armies captured Israel and Judah, caus-
ing them to intermix with their gentile lovers as pre-
dicted by Amos (Amos 9:9).

The gentiles and the tribes of Israel, along with
the two and one-half tribes that comprised the nation
of Judah, dwelled together.

God turned to a military people

God turned to the gentiles, who were a military
people, to allow them a chance to follow Him.

What a loving, forgiving Father! He chooses
some of the lowest of mankind and begins to treat
their wounds to heal them.

1 Corinthians states Christ, being sinless, will
redeem the whole world. Christ and God are waiting
patiently for the world to repent (1 Corinthians 15; 1
John 4:14). 

God never stops loving His creation, no matter
how weak or sinful it becomes.

At the End of All Days, God will destroy death.
God will begin, again, to build a New Heaven and a
New Earth with a new spiritual Garden of Eden to
bring to earth.

The Secret Rapture

The love of God fulfills all laws, but everyone
continues to sin. You must strive to have the love of
God so He can have a chance to change your human
nature through His Spirit.

Many ministers, in
some denominations,
preach of a “secret
rapture” before the
Messiah returns. Will
there really be a rap-
ture?

You may remember what happened to Adam,
Enoch and Noah. Why is it even necessary to know
if this information applies to One World Gov-
ernment?

How does the secret rapture apply and impact the
system of God to have a godly One World Gov-
ernment?

In God’s Image

Scripture reveals that human-structured govern-
ment just does not work.

Seven billion people at present live on the planet.
Each has his own thoughts and mind-set concerning
how government should be structured.

Judgment should be administered through an
honest and just methodology.

But human rule is Babylon: chaos, confusing. So
how can it ever work?
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God does not change. God is consistent. The spir-
it essence of God never changes. It is eternal. It is
forever. He is always the Almighty. Our loving God
wants desperately to be there for you in your times
of trial and when you are ready to repent.

God’s Supermind

God has a balanced, sensible, logical supermind
that never harms anything or anyone He created.

Intuitive individuals should strive to increase
their talents and abilities after the pattern of God’s
eternal talents and abilities (2 Timothy 1:7).

In that manner they are becoming sons of God,
with God’s eternal qualities, guaranteeing partici-
pation in an unchanging eternal paradise, the
Kingdom of God.

You must fol-
low the proper
road, the Way of
God, to ensure
you will achieve a
glorious and righ-
teous rule.

The Sabbath day of God is not a literal day. It is
the eternal Kingdom of God.

God’s Wife: Holy Spirit

God becomes your individual tutor by granting
you a Comforter, Rabbi and Teacher that is the Holy
Spirit of God: His wife.

The secret rapture comprises the righteous who
have already qualified as sons of God. They are the
saints, the holy ones like God.

God the Father and His wife comprise the family
of God.

The book of Hebrews lists the biblical “faithful.”
The faithful are those who have achieved their place
as the children of God or the saints of God (the true
Christians of God).

Paul resourcefully lists this manifold group of
humans in Hebrews 11.

“And these all, having obtained a good report
through faith, received not the promise” (verse 39).

In Greek, the word martereo means “good
report” and signifies “a confirmation, an accep-
tance of a promise made.”

Verse 39 validates a divine assurance, a pledge
and a guarantee. The witnesses listed in Hebrews 11
received salvation through their faith while doing
the will of God. They successfully completed their
human existence.

Future Salvationists

“Wherefore seeing you also are [in Paul’s time]
compassed about with so great a cloud of witness-
es, let you lay aside every weight and the sin
which does so easily beset you and let you run
with patience the race that is set before you” (He-
brews 12:1).

In this scripture, “witness” in Greek is martus and
implies “faithful to the
death.”

You are to lay aside
what you must go through
and be patient, to the end
of your existence, through
faith. Each of you must

accept mankind even though every human is a car-
nal sinner, because faith in God will save everyone.

Don’t Forget the Multitudes

Massive numbers of people have already died and
received salvation, and there are more to come.

You must also add the innumerable number of
people mentioned in verse 12 to those listed specifi-
cally in Hebrews 11.

Daniel 12 also foretold those who will be saved.
A great host will be saved in the future, a multitude
beyond number, just as those clothed with “white
robes” who will be The Bride of Christ (Revelation
6:11; 7:30).

Abraham received the Word of God. It was
prophesied of Abraham that “as many as the stars in
heaven will be blessed to receive the same promises
of blessings as Abraham received” (Genesis 15).

There will be two major divisions comprising
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those who were secretly raptured away (already)
and those who will be saved when the Messiah
returns, every eye will seeing Him as they meet Him
in the clouds.

Raptured Automatically

True Christians (the saints) will be raptured auto-
matically into the clouds to meet Christ at His re-
turn. Then Christ and His saints will return and
dwell on the New Earth under The New Heavens,
and the saints will receive salvation in The Kingdom
of God on earth.

God will then be All In All (1 Corinthians 15:28).
Individuals will come to Christ before His second

return during the Millennium and after, as the popu-
lation continues to grow forever and ever. The book
Of Revelation never ends.

The entire Bible,
from Genesis to Reve-
lation, heralds world
salvation so the chil-
dren of God can be
exact duplicates of
God and Christ. Why?

The salvation of the world is at hand, and all can
become Sons of God and enjoy One World
Government ruled by God and Christ eternally, in
paradise.

All Things New

Then there will never be wars or tribulation, only
peace and great happiness. Everyone will enter the
true Sabbath rest of God, with no more war, pain,
suffering or death.

Rest assured God will make all things new with
His One World Government, and He will accom-
plish it through the Way of God, not the way of
mankind (Revelation 2:1).

It is the only way multitudes of multitudes can
have peace on earth and goodwill to all who have
been born and to the future children to be born
throughout eternity.

Through the boundless love and power of God,
one person at a time will come to Christ in his or her

personal, free-will order.
Amen to God. Only a holy God and a holy Son

can guarantee this life forever—in the Kingdom of
God. You are truly blessed to be a child of God and
able to be in His family.

A note for the skeptics: Do not limit God. He will
never abandon any of the children He created.

Do you want One World Government that is run
by men as leaders, or by God as its leader? You have
two choices. God is a Spirit, and mankind comes
from the dust of the earth. One is heavenly and the
other is very earthly.

Wicked and Adulterous

Just before Jesus died, darkness covered the day
of his death day from 12 o’clock noon until 3 p.m.
Three hours of darkness prevailed at the time of the
Savior’s death.

Christ explained
before His crucifixion
that the only sign
(proof) that would be
given to show He was
the Messiah was that
He would lie three

days and three nights in the tomb just as Jonah was
three days and nights in the belly of the big fish.

Both events are signs, but only to benefit the
unlearned, wicked and adulterous individuals. Jesus
explained to those seeking the righteousness of God
they do not need any sign because they had faith.

Their choice was already made, and they knew
God knows how to produce a successful One World
Government.

God will accept all who fear Him and seek His
righteousness (Acts 10:35). As long as an individual
fears and highly respects God, God will keep steer-
ing that individual in the right direction.

So Many Ideas

God is not prejudicial but offers One World
Government to everyone. This was the plan of
God when He sent His Son to save the world
(1 John 4:14).
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A wicked person does evil things that lead to pain
for others. Some government workers follow so
many ideas regarding the operation of the govern-
ment that they do not know which idea will truly
benefit people.

Such people live in darkness and, therefore, are
completely confused and blind, which is a form of
Babylon: confusion and chaos.

Good and Bad

The Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil
means exactly what the biblical text states. Every
person on earth is either “good” or “evil.”

The good in man-
kind seeks what  is
good, spiritually blind
people go astray.

Even Satan was “per-
fect” in all his ways,
until he thought he knew
better than God or, in some cases, knew as good
as God.

Satan was so ego-driven he thought he was the
right person to be the Messiah.

An example might be like the King of Tyre (Eze-
kiel 28), who supplied people with all their needs for
survival and protected them.

A Poor Loser

When Satan lost the scriptural battle with Jesus
the Christ in the wilderness, he was furious. At that
point he became “the devil” and tried (as if he was a
roaring lion) to destroy the people of God.

His motives were good (in that he desired a par-
adise on earth), but his ways (the subjugation of
everyone to his will) were evil.

Satan as the prince of this world (who put himself
in Jesus’ place) ruled the world in darkness. Satan
keeps all of the children of God in darkness to this
very day.

True Christians, with the help of the Holy Spirit,
try with all their hearts to follow God.

Jesus told you that He is “the light of the world,”
and, as John 1 reveals, Jesus came to light each and
every man, woman and child in the world.

In spite of Satan’s rule, God will save everyone in
the world—in due time.

True Believers

Everyone who has ever lived in this world be-
lieves he is right. No one desires continual war and
devastation.

The worst, like Satan, seek a version of paradise
on earth through their own form of world govern-
ment. The essay you are reading at this moment on
One World Government investigates the Way of God

and the way of man-
kind as engineered and
led by Satan.

Those who are duped
are well meaning, at-
tempting to do “good”
in some human way,

directed by Satan and his fellow angels.

Ignorant and Foolish

Unknowingly, many follow Satan. Such individ-
uals do not realize their leader is the devil. Many of
them are pleasant people and are extremely well-
meaning, not realizing they are duped.

God refers to some of these people as ignorant or
foolish. The ignorant can be intelligent and well
meaning but, by choice, are interested only in this
life and the benefits of their natural greed.

The foolish can also be pleasant people who try to
be good in their own fashion.

God labels them foolish because they try to out-
think God (which is impossible).

Who Knew?

Perhaps now you are ready to explore these two
systems—God’s and Satan’s—so you can, using
biblical principles and understanding, decide which
twin (Jacob or Esau) knew the truth about One
World Government.
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Righteousness, fairness demand consistent application of laws
Here’s the full text of the verse:

“If a man also lie with mankind, as
he lieth with a woman, both of them
have committed an abomination: they
shall surely be put to death; their blood
shall be upon them.”

For the record, this same penalty is
required for most of the other sexual
sins specified in this text (verses 10-
12, 14, 16).

Yes, two wrongs don’t make a
right, but righteousness and fairness
demand the consistent application of
laws. That is why James said that any-
one who offends in just one point has
still broken the law (James 2:10).

Am I a Christian?
Finally, my critics have implied that

I may not be a Christian (that I may
not be converted) because I don’t see
this matter the same way they do.

That is a holdover from the WCG
days when everyone was expected to
see the truth exactly as the church
taught it. If my article didn’t accom-
plish anything else, I would be grate-
ful to erase this one false teaching
from our lexicon.

Brethren, whether you are a Chris-
tian or not has little to do with any spe-
cial understanding of some supposed
truth. The formula is quite simple:
Accept Jesus Christ as your Savior,
repent of your sins, be baptized, and
receive the gift of God’s Holy Spirit.

After that, we are expected to spend
the rest of our lives growing in the
grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ.

As far as I know, none of my critics is
familiar enough with the circumstances
of my life to adequately judge whether
I’ve followed that formula or not.

Love vs. understanding
Paul said a person could have the

gift of prophecy, comprehend all of
God’s mysteries and understand all
spiritual knowledge and still be con-
sidered nothing in God’s sight without
love (1 Corinthians 13:2).

In this verse, understanding appears
inconsequential compared to love.
Notice too that understanding didn’t
even make the list in Galatians 5:22.

Satan the deceiver
One of my critics stated that even

the idea of homosexual behavior will
be repugnant to anyone who truly has
the mind of Christ.

However, there is a big flaw in this
line of reasoning. Christ did not en-
gage in many behaviors that were spe-
cifically prohibited by the law of
Moses, including Leviticus 18:22.

But we know He did not necessari-
ly agree with all of those precepts in
Leviticus (reference Moses’ teaching
on divorce).

It is amazing to me that so many
people who have been so eager to re-
ject many of the other teachings of tra-
ditional Christianity have swallowed
those on sex hook, line and sinker.

Being human
We acknowledge that Satan has de-

ceived the world, including traditional
Christianity, about so many things.
Why is it inconceivable to our culture
that Satan could have deceived us
about this one too?

Many heterosexuals cannot under-
stand that there is no conscious effort
involved in finding someone attrac-
tive. One of my critics observed that
homosexuals expend a great deal of
conscious effort in the pursuit of
someone to whom they are attracted.

Yes, homosexuals and heterosexu-
als do often expend a great deal of
conscious effort in the pursuit of their
sexual interests, but I haven’t said
anything to contradict that. My obser-
vation was about attraction, not the
pursuit of someone.

How many times a day do we mind-
lessly and effortlessly find another hu-
man attractive? All it takes is a glimpse
of someone passing us on the street or
flitting across a television screen.

Most of the resulting thoughts are
never acted upon. Most of them don’t
even result in a fantasy. Sexual attrac-
tion is in our DNA. It is part of being
human.

Joe Dallas
One of my critics, in a blog post,

mentioned a book entitled The Gay
Gospel by Joe Dallas. Mr. Dallas
claims to be able to convert homosex-
ual people into heterosexual people.

That kind of book serves only to
reinforce stereotypes and perpetuate the
myth that homosexuality is a choice.

Such books almost never go into
detail about the numbers attached to
their “success” rate. They never talk
about the homosexual people like
John Smid, who was the director of
the Tennessee branch of the Ex-Gay
ministry.

Why? Because Mr. Smid no longer
believes in the stuff he was trying to
sell to others. After years of fighting his
sexual orientation, he finally realized
that he will always be a homosexual.

Although he appears to be happily
married to a loving and understanding
woman, he now acknowledges that his
sexual orientation hasn’t changed.

Definitions of marriage
I have personally known several

gay men who have struggled against
their homosexuality for all or most of
their adult lives. They tried heterosex-
ual marriage and even fathered chil-

dren, but their efforts to change their
orientation didn’t change its reality.

What about their wives? What
about the needless heartache and suf-
fering of the women who had to
endure that kind of marriage? Should
these men have been counseled to
remain single? If it isn’t good for a
man to be alone, what would that have
accomplished for those men?

A majority of Christians believe
God defines marriage as a covenant
between one man and one woman,
and they claim to derive this definition
from the pages of the Bible.

However, it may surprise some to
learn that no scripture actually defines
marriage in that way. Rather, this defin-
ition of marriage is deduced from other

scriptures, most in the New Testament.
In reality, arriving at a biblically

based definition of marriage is a little
more complex than a simplistic under-
standing of this simple statement
would lead one to believe.

Polygamist heroes
Many of the heroes of the Bible

were polygamists.
Abraham was married to Sarah,

but he had a secondary wife named
Hagar (Genesis 16:3).

Jacob had two primary wives,
Leah and Rachel (Genesis 29), but
also two secondary wives, Bilhah and
Zilpah (Genesis 30).

David had three wives before he
became king (1 Samuel 18:27-28; 2
Samuel 2:2). Although an exact num-
ber is not given, we know David had
at least seven wives after he ascended
the throne of Israel (1 Chronicles
3:1-5) and several secondary
wives (2 Samuel 5:13; 1
Chronicles 3:9).

His son King Solo-
mon had 700 wives and
300 secondary wives (1 Kings
11:1-3).

But that’s Old Testament, the apolo-
gists for the traditional Christian defini-
tion of marriage will quickly point out.

I have also heard people excuse the
polygamy of Abraham and Jacob by
pointing out that these men lived before
the law was given on Mount Sinai.

Nevertheless, a closer examination
of the relevant scriptures will clearly
neuter such an excuse. Isaac had only
one wife (Genesis 24).

Moreover, Jacob was apparently
aware of the sinfulness of adultery be-
cause he disinherited his first-born
son, Reuben, over an adulterous liai-
son with one of his secondary wives,
Bilhah (Genesis 35:22; 49:3-4).

Did God accept David’s behavior?
David lived his adult life as a

polygamist (not to mention his adul-
tery with Bathsheba), yet we are in-
formed elsewhere in Scripture that he
was a man after God’s own heart (1
Samuel 13:14; Acts 13:22).

Did God accept this behavior? At
the very least, it appears He allowed it.

Some will argue that Christ correct-
ed the practice of polygamy when He
quoted Genesis 1:27 and 2:24 to re-
store the institution of marriage to
God’s original definition of it.

Nevertheless, in this connection
Christ quoted these scriptures from
Genesis in response to a question from
the Pharisees regarding divorce (Mat-
thew 19:3).

He explained that because sexual
intercourse made the man and woman
one flesh they were no longer two sep-
arate entities. He concluded: “What
therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder” (Matthew 19:6;
see also Mark 10:8; Ephesians 5:31).

Stated another way, the act of sexual
intercourse made the two “one flesh.”

This concept is why Paul told the
Corinthian Christians not to have sex-
ual relations with a prostitute (1
Corinthians 6:16). Could the act of
sexual intercourse make two men or
two women one?

Adam and Steve
“But Christ specifically stated that

at the beginning [God] made them
male and female” (Matthew 19:4), my
fundamentalist friends will protest.
“God created Adam and Eve, not
Adam and Steve,” they will chortle.

A clever saying, but didn’t God cre-
ate Steve too? Didn’t God ultimately
create everything? (Ephesians 3:9;
Revelation 4:11).

“That’s a distraction. We were talk-
ing about polygamy,” my friends will

point out. “There is no escaping that
all of that was Old Testament,” they
will assert. “What about the Parable of
the Ten Virgins and the Bridegroom?”

Complicated definition
Christ likened the Kingdom of

Heaven to 10 virgins taking a lamp out
to meet their bridegroom (singular) in
the dark (Matthew 25:1).

We read that five of the ladies were
foolish and didn’t bring any oil for
their lamps, but the other five were
wise and brought a good supply of oil
to fuel theirs (verses 2-4).

Thus, when the bridegroom
finally arrived, the five wise vir-
gins had the fuel to light their
lamps and find
the place

pre-
pared for
the marriage feast.

So the wise virgins mar-
ried the bridegroom, but the foolish
virgins were excluded from the mar-
riage (verses 5-13).

Does that sound like marriage be-
tween one man and one woman to you?

Are we beginning to see that this
definition of marriage is a little too
simplistic to apply to the Bible?

Symbolic marriage
The question of gender relative to

marriage becomes obsolete when the
Scriptures speak metaphorically about
marriage. We read that the institution
of marriage is symbolic of God’s rela-
tionship with Israel (Isaiah 54:5) and
Christ’s relationship with His church
(Ephesians 5:23-32).

I hope it is unnecessary to point out
that both of those groups were com-
posed of men and women. Indeed, Paul

told the Galatians there was neither
male nor female in Jesus Christ, that we
were all one in Him (Galatians 3:28).

“But that is metaphorical language,”
they will protest. “You said so your-
self.”

Solomon’s foreign wives
Nevertheless, the traditional Chris-

tian definition of marriage is too sim-
plistic in yet another sense where
Scripture is concerned: The Israelites
were not permitted to marry just any
old man or woman.

They could not intermarry with any
of the peoples who had inhabited the
Promised Land before their occupa-
tion of it (Exodus 34:11-16; Deuter-
onomy 7:1-3).

When some of the Jews returned
after the exile, Ezra insisted the peo-
ple annul their marriages to foreigners
(Ezra 9-10).

The implication is that Solomon
went astray because his wives were
foreign, not because he had 1,000 of
them (1 Kings 11:1-3).

Jesus said marriage is an institution
for this world (or age), and there won’t
be any marriage in the resurrection
(Luke 20:34-35; Matthew 22:30;
Mark 12:25).

Hence, if the institution was de-
signed only for this age we have to
ask: Why must we deny homosexuals
the solace and companionship of mar-
riage in this life?

We read in Hebrews that “marriage
is honorable in all [for everyone], and

the bed [sexual relationship] undefiled
[pure from sin]: but whoremongers
and adulterers God will judge” (He-
brews 13:4).

What is our motive?
Do we try to exclude homosexuals

from participating in this institution to
ensure they will be judged (damned)?

Note in this connection that the
Greek word translated here as “whore-
mongers” can mean male prostitutes
or those who practice unlawful sexual
relations.

The word is often translated as
“fornicators” in the King James
Version. It is the same word in
Hebrews 12:16 where a fornicator
is equated with Esau, “who for
one morsel sold his birthright.”

Either way, prostitution is an
unacceptable behavior before

God (as is adultery, which is
also referenced in the
above verse).
Therefore, if marriage

is appropriate for everyone,
why would we exclude ho-
mosexuals and force them to
join the whoremongers, for-

nicators and adulterers?
Did the Ten Commandments

apply to everyone within Israel?
(Exodus 20:1-17).

Do the principles behind them ap-
ply to everyone today? Do they apply
only to heterosexuals? Does the Tenth
Commandment apply only to men be-
cause it’s worded for the male sex, or
does it apply equally to females?

Do we see how ridiculous these
questions are? “You shall not commit
adultery” sure sounds gender- and
sexual-orientation-neutral to me!

Camp of the damned
Nevertheless, by denying homo-

sexuals in a committed relationship
access to this institution, we force
them into a lifetime of loneliness or
the putative camp of the damned.

If it is not good for a man to be
alone (Genesis 2:18), then how is it
appropriate to consign someone to
such a life?

Brethren, we are not entitled to de-
duce from a few scriptures the defini-
tion of marriage.

All of the scriptures I quote in this
article are part of the Bible. In my
humble opinion, a definition of mar-
riage that does not encompass all of
Scripture is not much use to anybody.

Blessed assurance
For those of you who have strug-

gled with (and suffered as a conse-
quence of) traditional Christian teach-
ings about sex, I have written these
articles to assure you there is a place
for you at the Christian table.

God loves you. For those of you
who want to live a better life and grow
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, there is hope.
You can be a moral and good person.

Like your heterosexual brethren,
you are expected to embark on serious
introspection and change if you decide
to be a Christian. None of us is perfect
the way we are. We can be better than
we are, and God expects us to try.

Nevertheless, I assure you that ev-
ery time you stumble and fall, He will
be there to pick you up.

Finally, you should know too that
not all of your brothers and sisters in
Christ will look down on you if you
and your partner decide to worship
with us.

Just because he breathes
Brethren, Christianity is not an in-

tellectual exercise. It is about divine
love, forgiveness and peace.

A great lady in the congregation of
the CGI I attend shared with me a link
to a breathtaking story that underscores
what my articles are really about.

I encourage everyone, regardless of
your beliefs about this topic, to visit
this Web site and read the story Linda
Robertson wrote about her son Ryan.

Here’s the address: http://justbe-
causehebreathes.com.

I encourage everyone to read the story Linda
Robertson wrote about her son Ryan. Here’s the

address: justbecausehebreathes.com.

Continued from page 10
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No shortage of palm branches in Caloundra Notes and quotes

Henk Jens dies
BELMORE, N.S.W.,

Australia—Henk Jens, 79, of
Belmore, Australia, died Dec. 17,
2013, of natural causes.

Mr. Jens was a longtime
Church of God member and
regular writer of articles that
appeared every issue in the
CONNECTIONS section of THE
JOURNAL.

He operated the rightly-divid-
ing.net Web site, to which he
posted numerous articles reflect-
ing his studies of Scripture.

At the top of Mr. Jens’ home
page appeared the legend
“Upon hearing the truth when
honestly mistaken, one either
stops being mistaken or quits
being honest.”

Mr. Jens is survived by his
wife and two grown children. See
his obituary on page 9 of this
issue of THE JOURNAL.

Mr. Flurry faints
EDMOND, Okla.—Phila-

delphia Church of God (PCG)
Pastor General Gerald Flurry,
78, fainted while giving a sermon
to his church’s headquarters
congregation the Sabbath of

Jan. 4, 2014.
After awak-

ening not long
after he lost
conscious-
ness, Mr.
Flurry was
anointed by
his son,
Stephen
Flurry.

Accord-
ing to a press

release from the PCG, Mr.
Flurry’s fainting spell interrupted
his sermon about a “new revela-
tion from Ezekiel.”

Family patriarch injured
VALENCIA CITY, Philip-

pines—Long-time Church of God
member and family patriarch
Simplicio Cambare, 74, of a
United Church of God congrega-
tion fell off a truck while helping
to load sugarcane and fractured
a thigh bone.

In extreme pain, he was
rushed to a hospital 12 miles
away on a rough mountain road.

The family requests prayers.
Mr. Cambare receives mail at

P.O. Box 198, 8709 Valencia City,
Bukidnon, Philippines.

Plato’s shadow
UNIVERSAL CITY, Texas—

Gary Petty has a new book out,
Plato’s Shadow: The Hellenizing
of Christianity, about foundation-
al teachings of the earliest Chris-
tians and how their message
was shaped by Greek and
Roman society.

Mr. Petty, a United Church of
God pastor and telecast presen-
ter, decided to write a book
about “primitive Christianity” and
the influence of gnosticism and
Hellenism on Christianity.

His book is available at
Amazon for $18. See more infor-
mation about it on page 12 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.

Demolition at former AC
PASADENA, Calif.—The

demolition of buildings on the
former campus of Ambassador
College has claimed the original
AC building: the library.

“For those of us who went to
Ambassador College in

Pasadena, Calif., this is a note-
worthy sight of remembrance,”
wrote Victor Kubik, a member of
the United Church of God, at
kubik.org.

“It was an era of our learning
and training for the work of the
ministry. But everything physical
in this world, no matter its beau-
ty and importance at one time, is
transitory.”

The building was on Orange
Grove Boulevard.

Hits from Israel
OCEANSIDE, Calif.—Brian

Harris, who runs the America
and Britain’s Future Web site
(americaandbritainsfuture.com)
reports the site has received
almost 50,000 hits from resi-
dents of Israel.

Diana update
BRISBANE, Australia—The

writer of several books alleging
a major conspiracy involving the
death of Princess Diana in
1979 in Paris says a report that
came out in December 2013 by
Scotland Yard is “severely
deficient.”

The author, John Morgan, a
former member of the Worldwide
Church of God, said the U.K.
police’s report is “useless,” and “I
feel that the police are treating
the public like fools.”

Mr. Morgan, quoted exten-
sively in news media around the
world, has reported what
he calls the “unlawful killing
of Diana” and a high-level
cover-up.

His books have included
Diana Inquest: Corruption at
Scotland Yard. His most recent is
Alan Power Exposed: Hundreds
of Errors in ‘The Princess Diana
Conspiracy.’ ”

Mr. Morgan’s latest book is a
review of another book, The
Princess Diana Conspiracy, by
Alan Power, that Mr. Morgan calls
“a work of fiction and fantasy” that
is a“fraudulently” presented
“minefield of deceptive writing.”

See amazon.com to order Mr.
Morgan’s books.
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This is the second installment of re-
ports for the 2013 Feast, which was ob-
served by most Church of God members
from the evening of Sept. 18 through
Sept. 26 (counting the Last Great Day,
Great Last Day or Eighth Day).

Write Mr. Moffitt and the GTA Tape
Library at P.O. Box 345, North Sydney,
N.S.W. 2060, Australia.

By David Moffitt

CALOUNDRA, Qld., Austra-
lia—There was no shortage of
palm branches (Leviticus 23:

40) around Caloundra to build leafy
tabernacles for the 2013 Feast.

There were date, banana, pandanus,
golden and many other kinds of palms
available for temporary shelters for
the seven days of the Feast.

The opening words of an old World
Tomorrow radio program from 1976
about the Black Horse came to mind
during which Garner Ted Armstrong
asked, “Is the era of stable weather
completely over?”

We have this bit of the program on
our Web site. It is more than 10 years
since GTA died, in September 2003.

The Feast celebrations began on
Wednesday evening, Sept. 18, with a
special video by Mr. Armstrong send-
ing his Feast greetings to the brethren
in Australia followed by his 1993
video sermon “When Was Christ
Born?” (John 1:14).

Mr. Armstrong explained that the
star the Magi saw was an angel.

We watched other GTA tapes in-
cluding his 1987 Feast video The
Spirit in Man, in which he talked
about Bible typology and “treasure in
earthen vessels.”

Christian Educational Services Aus-
tralia (CESA), connected with Ron
Dart and his Chris-
tian Educational
Ministries in the
United States, met
nearby in the Ca-
loundra Events
Centre.

On Wednesday
evening John Sia-
nidis talked about
the Kingdom of
God, where there
will be peace and physical and spiritu-
al healing.

Fast-paced Roy Hickford
On Thursday the fast-paced Roy

Hickford asked whether we are schiz-
ophrenic to follow the ways of the
heroes of the Bible.

After giving a humorous brief his-
tory of the backgrounds of about 50
Bible characters, from patriarch Abra-
ham to con artist Jacob, rich and poor,
royalty and servant, weak and strong,
humiliated, castrated and Mafia-like
characters like the apostle Paul, Mr.

Hickford concluded we are called
from many backgrounds and, like

Jeremiah, we suffer so we can comfort
others (2 Corinthians 1:4).

Humor at the door
On Friday the CESA meeting had

special music and a talk by John
Klassek dispelling the misconceived
belief that we should leave humor at
the door.

He spoke about EGR, “extra grace
required,” needed by some to help them
live the Christian way “until Christ is
formed in you” (Galatians 4:19).

Think about tithes!
The Christian Biblical Church of

God also met in Caloundra, with Paul
Siddle as Feast co-coordinator.

The CBCG played prerecorded Feast
messages by Fred Coulter.

Fred asked why God hates religion
and talked about “the New Millen-
nium Covenant.”

He told us Jesus will rescue man-
kind and to remember that “we’re go-
ing to receive the tithes and offerings
of the people. Think about that!”

Craig White talked about animals
and lessons we can learn from the
creatures God has made. He said we
can be wise by studying the ant.

He said dogs convey their happi-
ness by wagging their tails and licking
you if they like you.

He spoke about animals adopting
other animals that have been aban-
doned and about the time when man
and animals will live together in peace
and harmony in the world tomorrow

in the time of restoration like it was in
Eden. This was followed by a short

talk by Roy Assanti, who
said Satan’s nature is
stamped on the nature of
animals. Komodo dragons
can sense dying flesh seven
kilometers away, but in the
Millennium animals will
not have to kill to eat.

Rough times
On Saturday at the CESA

meeting, Rex Lehmann
talked about people who

have made mistakes
and lived through
rough times, about
trials and suffering,
about Job and that, al-
though this is Satan’s
world, we spiritually
grow toward perfec-
tion even when we
suffer wrongfully.

He said long-suf-
fering is not fatalism
but hope in the future,
and God alone defines
justice.

He ended by refer-
ring to James 1:2,
which says: “Count it

all joy when you fall into all trials.”
Alan Dean spoke about Bertrand

Russell, C.S. Lewis and other defend-
ers of the faith, about the philosophy
of believers and atheists, about evil,
pain, suffering and good theology and
that we can strengthen each other.

Mr. Dean said we should always
speak with grace (Colossians 4:6) and
that that we live in a suspicious world
where Google gives us instant answers.

He encouraged us to be proactive
and to “take no thought how or what
thing ye shall answer, or what ye shall
say: for the holy Spirit will teach you
in the same hour what ye ought to say”
(Luke 12:11-12)

David’s giant problem
On Sunday, Sept. 22, Mr. Hickford

spoke about the lives of young people
in the Bible like Joseph, Samuel and
David, the latter having faced “a giant
problem.”

He talked about Jeremiah, Daniel,
Mary, John Mark and others who
played important roles in Bible history
while they were young.

Everyone has a story
John O’Donnell framed a message

around the theme that everyone has a
story. He said there are no images of
Jesus spitting to make clay.

He encouraged the youth with the
story of a young church member who
lived in Italy through the turmoil of
World War II and escaped death from

CALOUNDRA FOR THE
FEAST—Roy Hickford (left
in above photo) was a
speaker at the Christian Edu-
cational Services Australia
(CESA) Feast of Tabernacles
site. Left photo: Bert Lowe,
who attended with the United
Church of God in Australia,
died a few days before the
Feast. This photo is part of a
photographic tribute in his
honor at Kawana Waters,
near Caloundra. See the
Feast report on this page of
THE JOURNAL. [Photos cour-
tesy David Moffitt]

David Moffitt

See LONG-SUFFERING, page 5

AC LIBRARY—The old AC library in
Pasadena is partially standing before its
complete demolition a few months ago.
See also a letter from Robert Macdonald
on page 2 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
[Photo courtesy Victor Kubik]

Gerald Flurry


