
By Dixon Cartwright

If you’re organizing a new congre-
gation or network of congrega-
tions in the United States, you

might want to consider this before you
set up as a 501(c)(3) corporation:

You are not required to operate as a
501(c)(3) corporation to be legal and
to be tax-exempt and able to accept
tax-deductible contributions.

The immediately preceding para-
graph states a fact that’s little known
among people organizing religious
groups that could accurately be de-
scribed as churches or congregations.

Apparently it’s even little known
among attorneys-at-law.

Just what do you mean 501(c)(3)?
A 501(c)(3) corporation is one so

designated by the U.S. Internal Reve-
nue Service. From the IRS’s Web site:

“To be tax-exempt under section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue
Code, an organization must be orga-
nized and operated exclusively for ex-
empt purposes set forth in section

501(c)(3), and none of its earnings
may inure to any private shareholder
or individual . . .” Yet no law exists
that requires a church to incorporate.

THE JOURNAL has found it difficult
to find much about unincorporated
church groups, even though no church-
es were incorporated before the IRS
began in 1913.

This newspaper has observed that
most people starting churches in this
country think they must organize under
IRS rules to be real churches and to
operate tax-exempt under U.S. law.

This writer, publisher of THE JOUR-
NAL, was employed as a stockbroker in
the 1990s (by the Edward Jones bro-
kerage out of St. Louis, Mo.).

One of the legal entities he could sell
stocks, bonds and other securities to
was described by his employer as an
“unincorporated association.”

Jones personnel in brokers’ training
sessions explained that an unincorporat-
ed association was typically a congre-
gation or church and as such was tax-
exempt under U.S. laws and was not

subject to IRS rules and regulations.
Jones brokers were informed they

could sell securities to several classifi-
cations of legal entities, including in-
dividuals, married couples and for-
profit and not-for-profit corporations.
They could also sell to religion-related
ministries that were not incorporated.

Advantages to not incorporating
The founder of a COG ministry

seems to be one of the few people who
have studied this topic closely. He is
Norman Edwards of Church Bible
Teaching Ministry, Port Austin, Mich.

Are there advantages to deciding
not to incorporate your new church?

Mr. Edwards thinks so. A fair sam-
pling of his material appears as an
article in this issue of THE JOURNAL
beginning on page 4.

Disclaimer: THE JOURNAL is not in
the business of imparting legal advice,
so be sure to seek knowledgeable legal
counsel before stepping out on faith to
found an unincorporated church. Lots of
luck on finding knowledgeable counsel.
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2 Canadian reader questions
JOURNAL publisher’s Christianity

2 Three writers on page 2, four on
page 3 and one on page 8 respond
to the article about sex by Lonnie
Hendrix in issue No. 155

4 Norman Edwards says you don’t
have to incorporate (see also page 1)
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Following are reports on 2013
Festival observances in Aus-
tralia, Jamaica, Kachinland,

the Philippines, Thailand, Scotland
and the United States.

This is the second installment of
reports for the ’13 Feast, which was
observed by most Church of God
members from the evening of Sept.
18 through Sept. 26 (counting the
Last Great Day, Great Last Day or
Eighth Day).

DESTINY OF HOPE

BALTIMORE, Md.—The Des-
tiny of Hope Ministries in part-

nership with the Church of God
International and Feast-Keepers
Church of God is pleased to report
another wonderful Feast of Taber-
nacles in Baltimore for 2013.

Brethren from Canada; Buffalo
and Yonkers, N.Y.; New Jersey;
Virginia; and Washington, D.C., and
its Maryland suburbs attended the
Feast.

On the opening night Feast Pastor
Robert F. Woodland gave a dynamic
message that set the tone for the
Feast.

The theme of the Feast was
“God’s Plan for Humanity: The Mil-
lennium and Beyond.”

On the first high holy day through

the third day 48 persons were in
attendance. On the fourth day, while
Pastor George Ramocan was about
to give the sermon, we were sur-
prised to see a group of 68 persons
walking in the auditorium.

Pastor Ramocan paused a while
until everyone was seated. He ex-
tended a warm welcome to everyone
and asked someone among them to
introduce the group.

Traveling group finds Feast site
The pastor of the group, a Bishop

Smothers, stood and explained that
they were from Buffalo, N.Y., and
that as a group they decided to trav-
el to Baltimore to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles.

While in Baltimore they found us
online, navigated our Web site and
decided to join us on the fourth day.

Bishop Smothers explained he
had been a student of God’s truth for
the past 26 years, having listened to
Herbert W. Armstrong, and that he
hoped we in Baltimore understood
the truth of the gospel of the King-
dom of God.

After reading the statement of be-
lief on our Web site he and his group
were convinced they should join us.

We had a glorious time together in

Traveling Buffalo group
surprises Baltimore Feasters

Little-known fact: U.S. congregations and churches
are not required to set up as nonprofit corporations

THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites
readers to send in reports of

their 2013 Feast of Tabernacles
observances.

Members of the Churches of God
and other Sabbatarian fellowships
met this year at several hundred
Feast sites, with most observances
beginning the evening of Sept. 18.

Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring ministry or
individual and the dates.

Mail your article to Feast Re-
ports, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or E-mail it to
info@thejournal.org. Or fax it toll-
free to THE JOURNAL at 1-888-488-
6603.

For THE JOURNAL’s first reports
for the 2013 Feast, see issues No.
155 and the issue you’re reading,
No. 156.

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

BOOK LAUNCH AT KING’S HOUSE—Ian Boyne, pastor of the congregations of the
Church of God International in Jamaica, and his wife, Margaret, chat with Jamaica’s Prime
Minister Portia Simpson Miller (left). Mrs. Miller is Jamaica’s first female prime minister.The
occasion was the official launch of a new book by Mr. Boyne at King’s House, the gover-
nor-general’s residence. Besides serving as a Church of God elder and pastor, Mr. Boyne
is a popular journalist and radio and television personality in Jamaica. See the article about
Mr. Boyne and his new book elsewhere on this page of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Mark Bell]

IIddeeaass  MMaatttteerr

By Dixon Cartwright

Church of God International
pastor Ian Boyne launched his
new book, Ideas Matter: Jour-

ney Into the Mind of a Veteran Jour-
nalist, in King’s House, the residence
of Sir Patrick Allen, Jamaica’s gover-
nor-general, in the capital, Kingston,
on Nov. 19, 2013.

Present were numerous govern-
ment officials and other dignitaries,
including Sir Pat-
rick and Prime Min-
ister Portia Simp-
son Miller.

Mr. Boyne, for
many years pastor
of the congrega-
tions in Jamaica of
the Tyler, Texas–
based CGI, is him-
self a celebrity in
his native land.

For 25 years he has written and
broadcast in his role as a popular jour-
nalist and commentator.

Religious straight talk
Mr. Boyne’s efforts have included

his television program Profile, which
he began in 1987, and Religious Hard-
talk, on radio since 2002 and lately on
television as well.

His new book is a compilation of
60 articles he wrote as an opinion col-
umnist for The Gleaner, Jamaica’s
largest newspaper, which dates from
1834.

The media and journalistic experi-
ence on Mr. Boyne’s résumé is too
voluminous to mention in detail in this
article.

An article by Alecia Smith-Ed-
wards of the Jamaica Information Ser-

vice (JIS) said Mr. Boyne is following
“an ardent path to cementing his lega-
cy of scholarly work.”

The 60 articles Mr. Boyne features
in his book explore “an expansive
range of topics from religion and phi-
losophy to dancehall, arts and cul-
ture,” Ms. Smith-Edwards wrote.

Nonsense or truth?
The book launch featured an

address by Trevor Munroe, a political
scientist, labor activist, politician and
professor at the Mona, Jamaica, cam-
pus of the University of the West Indies.

Professor Munroe, congratulating
Mr. Boyne, said Ideas Matter reveals
the author as a man “characterized by
diversity of interest and breadth of
reading” and one who is “devoid of
one-sidedness” and “impervious to
seeing reality as black and white.”

Professor Munroe further de-
scribed Mr. Boyne as “a truly nontrib-
al personality,” able to “discern non-
sense in what appears to the naked eye
as incontrovertible truth.” He said Mr.
Boyne has taken “scholarship to the
masses.”

The JIS article states Mr. Boyne is
unwaveringly civil in his interviewing
and reporting.

“I do not believe that one has to be
rude or one has to be insolent in order
to be incisive,” Mr. Boyne said.

A book published earlier this year
focused on Mr. Boyne’s career in pub-
lic service. It is Profile of Excellence:
Strategies for Extraordinary Achieve-
ment From 25 Years of Interviewing
Remarkable People, by CGI elder
Glenford Smith, available at Amazon.

See a related photo on this page of
THE JOURNAL.

Jamaica VIPs fete Ian Boyne
at launching of his new book

See FEAST REPORTS, page 22

Ian Boyne

Church invites everyone for Thanksgiving

BIG SANDY, Texas—The Church
of God Big Sandy (CGBS) was
host of a Thanksgiving meal

for the community on Nov. 28, 2013.
Pastor Dave Havir credited two

people with organizing the event.
“Two individuals who attend the

Church of God spearheaded the
event,” said Mr. Havir. “Brenda
Hogg [of Big Sandy] has much expe-
rience in organizing community
events, and Neil McIver [of White
Oak] loves to prepare food.”

The church announced that mem-
bers of any Church of God were wel-
come, as well as the general public .

Not only did flyers advertise the
meal, but they also announced the

showing of foot-
ball games on
the big screen
that the congre-
gation uses dur-
ing its weekly
song service.

“We didn’t
know how many
would turn up,”
Mr. Havir said.
“Would we have
50 or 300?”

As things turned out, about 90
people partook of a traditional
Thanksgiving Day meal in the
church’s building starting at 1 p.m.

One of the diners was Mac Over-

ton, a longtime Church of God mem-
ber and editor of the twice-weekly
Gilmer Mirror newspaper.

“It was a very nice period of fel-
lowship,” Mr. Overton said. There
were people there from the commu-
nity at large as well as different
Churches of God. Several businesses
made donations to it, I understand.
And the best part was it was free.”

The menu included turkey, green-
bean casserole, cranberries, mashed
potatoes, dressing, candied yams and
“at least a dozen different kinds of
dessert,” Mr. Overton said.

Mr. McIver said the meal for the
church and its neighbors could be-
come an annual tradition.

Neil McIver



Correction from Don Billingsley

While reading THE JOURNAL
yesterday I was looking at
the history of the Church in

Big Sandy, Texas [see “Scattered Mem-
bers Recall Big Sandy Church’s His-
tory,” issue No. 155, dated Septem-
ber-October 2013].

I would like to make a slight cor-
rection to what was said about the
Passover being observed in the Roy
Hammer home in 1953.

My deceased wife and I attended
the Passover in 1953 in the mostly
completed Redwood Building [on the
church’s property near Big Sandy].
This was the first time in this building.

We often laughed about it being
well air-conditioned. One side of the
building had not yet been put up. It
was cold at night, but we did not let
that bother us because we were there
to observe God’s Passover and the
Days of Unleavened Bread.

The Passover observed in the home
of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hammer [near
Gladewater] was in 1952, and it seems
like it was also observed there in
1951, but I am not sure of that year.

Attending the Passover Service and
the Days of Unleavened Bread in
1953 were other first-timers besides
the two of us: the Norvel Pyle family,
Gerald Waterhouse and Dr. Benjamin
Rea (who was employed as a faculty
member teaching the Spanish lan-
guage in Pasadena that year).

Mr. Waterhouse became a student
that year in AC in Pasadena. Mr. Pyle
became a faculty member in Imperial
School in Pasadena and later an elder
in God’s church.

I also became employed that same
year by the college as a chauffeur to
take care of the driving needs of others.

There were other first-timers there
for the Passover as well, but the ones
mentioned came to be known by thou-
sands of members due to their service
in the college and the church, and for
that reason I mention their names.

This is a little late, but I thought I
should set the historical record straight
regarding the Passover in 1953.

Don Billingsley
Valley Springs, Calif.

Bernie and Lonnie
Got THE JOURNAL. Boy, maybe ol’

Bernie Monsalvo needs meds and a
good psychiatrist, lol. You’re brave!

On the other hand, Lonnie Hen-
drix’s views and OT perspectives on
sex, etc., were pretty spot on. Refresh-
ing to find someone who gets Sodom
straight and the weirdness of OT sex-
uality and customs.

Dennis Diehl
Greenville, S.C.

Mr. Diehl’s reference is to two arti-
cles in issue No. 155 of THE JOURNAL.

Bernie Monsalvo wrote “Them
Bones, Them Bones (Them Dry Bones)
Did Hear the Word of the Lord.”

Because of his article, Mr. Mon-
salvo came under criticism from post-
ers on Internet forums. Some who
read the article did not understand
Mr. Monsalvo’s sense of humor.

He wrote his essay in a humorous
style as a sort of parable. He assured
THE JOURNAL that he does not believe
in reincarnation and does not think he
had a past life as Ezekiel’s amanuensis.

Lonnie Hendrix’s editorial on
page 3 of the same issue ran under the
headline “Ezekiel: Sins of Sodom Were
Not About Sex.”

See four responses to Mr. Hendrix’s

article beginning on page 3 of this is-
sue as well as three letters on page 2
and one article on page 8.

Publisher’s Christianity questioned
I was absolutely shocked at what

you have allowed to be published in
THE JOURNAL by one Lonnie C. Hendrix,
“Ezekiel: Sins of Sodom Were Not
About Sex.” This is such poorly rea-
soned rubbish I can hardly believe it.

Mr. Cartwright, do you not know
that God Almighty holds you person-
ally responsible for what you publish
for the consumption of Christians in
your newspaper? That you would al-
low this utter horse manure to be sent
to your subscribers suggests to me that
you are no longer a Christian and may
never have been one!

What were you thinking of? I can
practically guarantee that this Mr.
Hendrix will soon find himself re-

moved from the fellowship of CGI
until he repents of his lawlessness and
encouragement of perverse and sinful
behavior.

Please reply to me and explain why
you have allowed this evil to be pro-
mulgated by your publication.

Todd Sauve
UCG, Calgary, Alta., Canada.

Publisher Dixon Cartwright respond-
ed to the above letter as requested.

We need your credentials!
I was surprised to see the biograph-

ical note for Lonnie Hendrix on the
“Ezekiel” article [in JOURNAL issue No.
155], especially the statement that “he
has ministerial credentials from the Sev-
enth Day Baptist Church [SDB].”

To receive “credentials” in the SDB
takes several years to accomplish. Mr.
Hendrix did receive a “License to
Preach” in the Paint Rock, Ala.,
church (where I pastor) several years
ago. These licenses are good for only
a one-year period.

The concept presented in the article
in no way reflects the beliefs of the
Seventh Day Baptist Church. We be-
lieve marriage is to be one man and
one woman. We have a resolution on
this that was passed a few years ago.

I would like every reader to know
Mr. Hendrix does not represent the
views of the SDB and I ask what cre-
dentials from the SDB does he possess.

Clyde Thompson
Paint Rock, Ala.

THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Hendrix
about Mr. Thompson’s statements,
above. Mr. Hendrix pointed out to THE

JOURNAL that he did not say
anything in his article

about the definition of a
marriage being any-
thing other than the
union of a man and a
woman.
He also sent THE

JOURNAL a copy of what
Mr. Thompson referred to
as Mr. Hendrix’s “License
to Preach.” The letter-sized
document is actually titled
“Certificate of License.” It
was issued in 1994, signed

by a pastor and a clerk and indicates
no expiration date.

Mr. Hendrix said he was not aware
that a license would not be considered
a credential.

How to avoid the need to prevaricate
Richard Burkard’s article in issue

No. 155 about the Philadelphia Church
of God interested me. I am a speed
reader and read most of the literature
from the Churches of God. I’m retired
and travel a lot and attend whatever
COG is in that area on Sabbath.

Most COGs cordially welcome
guests, but not all. Some seem to be
paranoid.

When I would ask to attend a PCG
Sabbath service, I got such a grilling
that I gave that up. They want to be
sure I agree with their idea of top-
down church government.

I’m supposed to agree that Herbert

Armstrong was the “end-time Elijah”
and that Mr. Armstrong and Gerald
Flurry are prophets.

When they find out I don’t accept
any of this, they kindly inform me I
would be happier to attend a different
church.

Consequently, when I attend a PCG
Sabbath service I just walk in as if I
am a member visiting from out of
town. Then I’m accepted and don’t
have to lie.

Incidentally, at one of their services
I noticed a lady happened to have a
copy of THE JOURNAL that could be
plainly seen among her stuff.

Members sitting close to her quiet-
ly advised her to cover it up because
PCG members are not supposed to
read THE JOURNAL.

Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

The Elijah question
I wonder if anyone else noticed the

remark made by Richard Burkard in
his article on PCG security: You have
to answer the “Elijah question” with a
“yes” or you could not gain access to
Feast services. (See “PCG Security
Lapse Allows Interloper to Attend
Feast,” issue No. 155.)

Compare that with Revelation
13:17: “And that no man might buy or
sell, save he that had the mark, or the
name of the Beast, or the number of
his name.”

Myra McQueen
Via the Internet

Review of JOURNAL No. 155
Regarding THE JOURNAL, specifical-

ly the issue dated September-October
2013:

Earl Cayton wrote, “There were
no democracies in biblical times.”

Is this correct? No. The times of the
Judges were a time of democracy. The
“law of Moses” was a “democratic”
law. And the “priesthood” in the “law”
had no authority over the people.

Democracy ended when the “rul-
ers/citizens” asked for a king to lead
them.

In Myra McQueen’s letter, she
stated there were “no women priests
in the Bible.” She also said that “Deb-

orah was a judge.”
There were no women priests in

the Bible, but there were women
judges in the Bible. The priests repre-
sented the church, and the judges rep-
resented the state. Never should the
two be confused.

Nowhere in the law of Moses was
the priesthood ever given judgeship
over the congregation. Only when
called upon did the prophets and pro-
phetesses offer judgment.

Paul and Micki Herrmann’s words
were well put concerning “whosoever
keeps the Ten Commandments,” for
that law is the only law that can
“save.” Moses’ law cannot save.

Phil Griffith wrote about “the
host of heaven.” That has absolutely
nothing to do with “seasons” but so
much to do with the worship of, and
serving of, righteous angels.

There is a consensus in the divided,
often warring COGs that there is not
enough love in the churches.

So sadly true. But why? Because
the assemblies have forsaken their re-
sponsibilities and have allowed hu-
man kings/ministers to rule over them.

Study the Torah and see if I am
wrong.

Ray Daly
rayedaly@bis.midco.net

Lincoln, N.D.

Kenyan scammers
As you probably well know, there

are many scammers in Africa, particu-
larly in Kenya, working their angles to
draw contributions from naive, unsus-
pecting COG organizations.

Many of these have had exposure to
and claim past affiliation with the WCG
and/or its offshoots. They browse the
Internet, contacting the unsuspecting,
often using made-up names.

If any of us is contacted, the recipi-
ent needs to insist that his Kenyan cor-
respondent scan and E-mail his na-
tional identity card. That alone will
give pause to the fakes from pursuing
the matter further.

Over the last three years we have
learned a lot about these people and
have developed a network of infor-
mants who have helped us greatly in
identifying these types. Some scam-
mers are quite good and can sound
convincing.

In the interest of saving one anoth-
er from duping and fleecing, we urge
our brethren to clear such requests
through knowledgeable sources.

Any who have had experience with
these people, or any who have been
approached, are invited to communi-
cate with the Christian Church of God
Grand Junction. We are willing to
share what we have discovered in the
interest of sparing one another from
being taken.

While there are genuine believers,
many left over from better days with
the WCG, there are also front men

who pose as elders who really aren’t.
Feel free to contact us at staff@

ccofgod.org. We will help as we can
and/or put you in contact with reliable
people there.

Rich Traver
Clifton, Colo.

Jesus’ trial
Did you ever think there must be

something terribly wrong about most
Christians’ understanding of the bibli-
cal “story” about Jesus’ trial?

Jesus and His disciples went to
where Judas betrayed Him. This was
after midnight, probably around 1
a.m., and Jesus later was questioned
by the Sanhedrin (70 men). He was
then sent to the governor (Pilate) and
to the king (Herod).

He had four trials. There were mul-
titudes of witnesses. He had a second
trial with Pilate.

This all took place between maybe
1:30 a.m. and 6 a.m.

Doesn’t it seem absolutely impossi-
ble to get the governor, king, 70 mem-
bers of the Sanhedrin and many wit-
nesses out of bed in the middle of the
night, not to mention everyone having
to go to where these events took place?

Remember, no one was prepared
for these events.

Yes, it would have been impossible
to get leading Roman rulers and
judges to get to their judging cham-
bers on such short notice in the dead
of night.

Ridiculous, inane and absurd. If
you believe that all of this took place
in a matter of about five hours, you
need to know there may be a bridge
for sale in Brooklyn that you might be
interested in purchasing.

Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.
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‘When I attend a PCG Sabbath service I just walk
in as if I am a member visiting from out of town.

Then I’m accepted and don’t have to lie.’
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Mr. Monsalvo and his wife, Paula,
attend services of the Church of God
Big Sandy.

By Bernie Monsalvo

GLADEWATER, Texas—It has
recently been alleged—by
L o n n i e

C. Hendrix in
his article “Sins
of Sodom Were
Not About Sex”
(in issue No. 156
of THE JOURNAL,
dated Septem-
b e r - O c t o b e r
2013)—that “we
are hard pressed
to arrive at a co-
herent and rea-
sonable standard for human sexual
conduct.”

The problem seems to be that “a
closer examination” of some people’s
beliefs about Scripture “reveals a
superficial and narrow understanding
of what that book [the Bible] has to
say about the topic.”

Are we without a rationale?
Mr. Hendrix’s article proceeds to

tell us about the Old Testament’s en-
dorsement of polygamy, slavery and
misogyny.

Everything comes up for grabs in his
perception of an uneven application of
principles because of a volatile admin-
istration and lack of harmonization
about Bible-based divorce teachings.

So, more or less, we are left without
a rationale of what is right and what is
wrong sexual behavior.

The problem is compounded by
people who find it “impossible to ad-
here to such as standard,” thus setting
us up “for failure and misery and for
exposing our belief system to charges
of inconsistency and hypocrisy.”

The problem seems to be that “we
are the ones who have attached shame
and sinfulness to our bodies, not
God!”

God, according to Mr. Hendrix,
also has to bear some of the guilt be-
cause it doesn’t “make sense for God
to give us sexual desire and then for-
bid us ever to satisfy it.”

Specific claim
I have to agree with the author that

“it will surprise many people to learn
that there is no specific prohibition
against premarital sexual intercourse
in Scripture.”

I was surprised at the boldness of
this claim, of course, the key word
being specific.

By looking for specific prohibi-

tions, you can get away with a lot.
There is no specific prohibition of cig-
arette smoking or drinking Cokes or
smoking pot.

The Bible is not a book of specifics
but a book about principles.

What would God in you do?
The apostle Paul was writing to saints

at Corinth who, perhaps, had some
wrong notions about human sexuality:

“Or do you not know that your
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
which is in you, whom you have from
God, and you are not your own?

“For you were bought at a price;
therefore glorify God in your body
and in your spirit, which are God’s” (1
Corinthians 6:19-20).

Would “God in you, the hope of
glory,” yield to sexual intercourse
with another human being who is not
a spouse? (Colossians 1:27). Would
“God in you, the hope of glory” not
help you control sexual desire?

Were the saints who were bought
with the price of the blood of Jesus
Christ be unable to glorify God in
their bodies?

Does God have to spell it out?
Does God have to spell out every

specific instance of what’s acceptable
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Must God spell everything out about sex?

Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular
columnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—Here’s a
question for you: Is God more
irritated with false prophets or

is He more irritated with the suckers
who empower false prophets?

“The prophets prophesy falsely,
and the priests rule by their own
power; and My people love to have it
so. But what will you do in the end?”
(Jeremiah 5:31).

When a Bible student reads the
Scriptures, he can clearly see God’s
disdain for false prophets.

Are you an enabler?
Have you ever considered how

your preoccupation with seeking out
dogmatic opinions about prophecy

may actually influence the false
prophet to continue his folly?

You might say: I don’t listen to peo-
ple who claim to be a prophet.

I could respond: Do you listen
to people who give their dog-
matic proclamations about
prophecy?

Maybe the charlatan is
too wise to actually call himself
a prophet.

Maybe the snake-oil
salesman actually knows
that he can dogmatically
pronounce imaginations
of his heart, as long as he
doesn’t call himself a prophet.

Actually, the man who avoids
claiming to be a prophet may do more
damage to religious people than those
who insist on a title of prophet. Subtle
behavior can be dangerous.

For the record, I think it would be

good to mention a truth from one of
Paul’s letters to the Thessalonians.

“Do not despise prophecies” (1 Thes-
salonians 5:20).

From my perspective, believ-
ers should be able to talk
about history and their private
interpretations of prophecy.

Do not despise
One of my concerns is
about the dogmatic
and arrogant approach
of people who pro-
nounce prophecies.
More important, I

have a greater concern about the peo-
ple who are enamored of dogmatic
and arrogant proclamations.

Now I want to mention scriptures
that show why you should avoid
being a sucker for people who make

Are you a sucker for every false prophet?

“God heals, and the Doctor takes the Fees.”
—Benjamin Franklin

Why would The Journal run
Lonnie Hendrix’s sex article?

The writer is a longtime reader
and contributor to the letters section
of THE JOURNAL.

By Phillip L. Griffith

DELIGHT, Ark.—At first
glance one would wonder
why the editor would print

Lonnie Hendrix’s comments on
page 3 of issue No. 155 (“Ezekiel:
Sins of Sodom Were Not About
Sex”).

After reading his article I realize
Lonnie does beautifully demonstrate
how little we really know definitively.

Did God really make us the way
we are, or has negative input in our
environment influenced, controlled
and destroyed our options?

Can’t we all just agree?
Is there anything in the Bible we

can all agree on, such as: Who are
the least of His brethren? How do
we love God? How do we love our
neighbor? Who is our neighbor?
What is love?

Most religious propounding is a

ploy to imply understanding without
understanding.

Family business
Lonnie’s comments on what

makes a marriage do seem to miss a
basic scriptural point. The scriptural
example is that
marriage is a
family’s busi-
ness  before
God and not
the business of
any religious
or civil origi-
nation.

Mark 12:25
states:  “For
when they rise
from the dead,
they neither marry nor are given in
marriage, but are like the angels in
heaven.”

In context, Jesus is referring to a
woman who was being passed
around like an old shoe. The men in
her life were not giving her any

See WORDS AND PAPER, page 6

See EVEN IF, page 23

Who says the sins of
Sodom were not sex sins?

By David Froloff

SACRAMENTO, Calif.—A re-
cent article published in THE
JOURNAL, “Ezekiel: Sins of

Sodom Were Not About Sex” (in
issue No. 156), makes the claim that
homosexua l
sex is not men-
tioned in the
list of sins of
Sodom.

L o n n i e
Hendrix pro-
ceeds, in his
article, to justi-
fy homosexu-
ality by a tedi-
ous homily sug-
gest ing,  ab-
surdly, that one wrong justifies
another.

Many cultural heterosexual-sex
practices are not biblical, he says. Or
some are biblical but “wrong.”

Complex subject
The facts of cultural sexual prac-

tices and whether they are biblical
(or wrong) or not is a complex sub-
ject not apprehended in an article of
four single-spaced pages.

By highlighting the ostensible
injustices of certain Western Euro-
pean sexual beliefs or practices, their
associations to Christianity or their
purported biblical basis, Mr. Hen-
drix attempts to affix his misinter-
pretations to foundational, unequiv-
ocal, unambiguous and uncontest-
able biblical truth:

“You shall not lie with mankind
as with womankind. It is an abomi-
nation to God” (Leviticus 18:22).

“If a man also lies with man-
kind, as he lies with a woman, both
of them have committed an abomi-
nation. They shall surely be put to
death. Their blood shall be upon
them” (Leviticus 20:13).

Can anything be clearer?
Can there be any question as to

the topic related here? The above
scriptures refer strictly to homosexu-
al sex, not rape, bullying, marriage
ceremonies or the lack thereof, con-
tractual obligations, traditional prac-
tices, or love relationships.

Is there anything clearer than this
biblical condemnation of homosexu-
al sex acts?

The writer, a teacher in an elemen-
tary school in Tyler, Texas, attends
with the Church of God Big Sandy.

By Reginald Killingley

BIG SANDY, Texas — Lonnie
Hendrix provided a valuable
service to readers of THE JOUR-

NAL with his challenge (in the
September-Oc-
tober 2013 issue)
to reconsider
biblical teach-
ings about sex.

His article’s
particular focus
was in relation
to marriage, di-
vorce, the role of
women and, of
course, homo-
sexuality.

David and Solomon
He raised important questions about

how we arrive at biblical standards for
sex and marriage, given examples
such as David’s and Solomon’s.

David was a man after God’s own
heart, and Solomon, whose wisdom

became legendary, both had multiple
wives and concubines, as had numer-
ous other Old Testament heroes.

How does their legacy inform our
view of marriage today?

Mr. Hendrix’s thoughtful and com-
prehensive study was intended to
stimulate debate and discussion, al-
though negative reactions of contume-
ly and condemnation are sadly all too
predictable.

Books arguing from the Bible
As John F. Kennedy said, “Too

often we enjoy the comfort of opinion
without the discomfort of thought.”

Writing in 2013, we understand that
the zeitgeist demands marriage equal-
ity for gays. It will soon be socially
and culturally and perhaps even theo-
logically unacceptable to publicly
espouse the traditional view that mar-
riage requires a man and a woman.

That’s the agenda of the day, re-
flected even in books arguing from the
Bible, such as Michael Coogan’ s God
and Sex: What the Bible Really Says
(Twelve, Hachette Book) and Jennifer
Wright Knust’s Unprotected Texts:
The Bible’s Surprising Contradictions

about Sex and Desire (HarperCollins).
Ms. Knust, in particular, clever-

ly stretches key arguments beyond the
limits of both the Bible and elasticity.

Countering a common view
Mr. Hendrix’s point that we should

not consider homosexual behavior to
be a worse sin than many other sins
listed alongside in several well-known
Bible verses is well taken.

In addition, he highlights the impor-
tance of understanding that Ezekiel’s
take on the sin of Sodom runs counter
to the commonly accepted view.

This is a crucial reminder. The peo-
ple who dwelled in Sodom, men as
well as women, were self-centered,
smug and selfish and clearly violated
the fundamental principles of hospi-
tality toward strangers and care and
concern for the poor and needy.

That is what they were condemned
for, not their sexual orientation, what-
ever that may have been.

The world of biology
In Unprotected Texts, Ms. Knust

appeals to extrabiblical traditions, par-

Are our opinions about sex in line with Bible?

See REFLECT AND RECONSIDER, page 6

Reginald Killingley

Bernie Monsalvo

Phillip Griffith

David Froloff

See I DON’T JUDGE, page 6

See DR. PAUL CAMERON, page 5
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Here’s info on forming an incorporated church or congregation
The writer operates Church Bible

Teaching Ministry. Write Mr. Edwards
at P.O. Box 474, Port Austin, Mich.
48467, U.S.A., or nedwards@por-
taustin.net.

By Norman Edwards

PORT AUSTIN, Mich.—This ar-
ticle is a how-to summary for
forming a free church: a church

directly under God as opposed to the
common practices of:

Forming church corporations
that are ultimate-
ly under control
of state govern-
ments.

Obtaining
501(c)(3) status
from the U.S. In-
ternal Revenue
Service (IRS),
which provides
some advan-
tages but also re-
quires 501(c)(3)
churches and other corporations to
voluntarily submit to all present and
future IRS rules.

Who rules?
The issue of whether Christ’s au-

thority is from God or men is so im-
portant that Jesus would not plainly
answer a question about it (Matthew
21:23-27).

What are the sources of authority
today? They’re still “men” and “God.”

The source of authority of civil gov-
ernments is largely from men. While
the Bible says that God at times sets up
and removes kings (Daniel 2:21), we
do not have prophets today openly tell-
ing us which kings God is setting up
and which kings he is removing.

Dictators rule because they have
been able to squelch all human oppo-
sition. People would rather accept
them than fight them.

Kings rule because they are the hu-
manly recognized (not divinely select-
ed) heir to a throne.

Other countries are ruled by a con-
stitutional government that specifies
the means whereby human leaders
come to power.

These governments frequently be-
gin with a declaration document that
announces that a certain group of peo-
ple have decided to be independent
from all other governments.

The U.S. Declaration of Indepen-
dence is an example. It sets the people
as the ultimate authority to determine
their government and laws.

Even so, it alone cannot prevent a na-
tion from being conquered by a foreign
power or prevent the government from
gradually taking power away from the
people because of their inattention.

Church corporations’ authority
The source of authority for church

corporations is the corporate charter
(called by various names) from a state
government.

While church corporations general-
ly choose their own leaders from their
own church members, the state re-
serves the right to regulate every as-
pect of the corporation, to change cor-
porate rules at its own discretion, to
install its own corporate leaders, or to
dissolve the corporation.

Unincorporated association
If a church organization has no writ-

ten foundational documents, or if the
nature of the organization is ambig-
uous in its documents, it will usually
be presumed to be an “unincorporated
association.”

Much of the vast body of corporate
law does not apply to associations, but
many other laws do regulate associa-
tions. In some cases, state laws permit
unincorporated organizations without
foundational documents to be treated
like corporations.

Corporations and associations may
apply to the IRS to be recognized as
tax-exempt organizations in exchange
for promising to obey all present and
future IRS regulations for such organi-
zations.

The IRS, at its own discretion, may
remove the tax-exempt status of any
such organization retroactively for a
number of years as well as levy fines
against the organization and its leaders.
This can destroy most organizations.

U.S.-specific protections
In the United States, genuine reli-

gious establishments—church congre-
gations and associations of church-
es—have specific protection under the
constitution:

Congress shall make no law in
respect to an establishment of religion
or prohibiting the free exercise thereof
(from the First Amendment to the
Constitution).

Congress is prevented from mak-
ing any laws giving special benefits to
an establishment of religion, or from
preventing religious establishments
from freely operating.

Hence Congress cannot require es-
tablishments of religion to be licensed,
taxed or controlled by the state.

Voluntary submission
That is why all of the above forms

of state control over religions—corpo-
rations, associations and IRS tax-
exempt status—are entities to which
church organizations must voluntarily
submit themselves.

For a church group to remain free
from state control and place itself di-
rectly under God’s control, it must le-
gally establish its own existence, apart
from state control, directly under God.

Such independent existence is es-
tablished with a declaration (as the
United States of America was estab-
lished), not by applying to an existing
government.

The declaration represents the au-
thority of the people who declare the
congregation to exist. But it is the au-
thority of believers following God’s
teaching to form church congregations
(Matthew 16, 18, 28; Acts 2, 14, 16,
20; 1 Corinthians 12; 1 Timothy 3; He-
brews 10).

It is not the authority of an admit-
tedly secular state.

Continued existence
Continued existence is also impor-

tant to understand. Once the existence
of any group is established or de-
clared, that existence continues until
the entity is dissolved, destroyed or
abandoned.

Each person born or naturalized
into a country has the choices of obey-
ing the rules as they are, attempting to
change the rules, disobeying (even
fighting) the country or leaving it.

Similarly, each person born into or
acquiring a membership in a church
group has the choice of abiding by its
rules, attempting to change them, dis-
obeying them (which may cause the
person to be removed by the group) or
leaving the group.

In either case, a forced termination
is also possible.

Church declaration
With the above in mind, all free-

church groups must begin with a dec-
laration.

This can be a simple document,
even of one page, that gives the
church name, its creation date, a brief
purpose of why it was created, a brief
statement about how it is governed, a
brief statement about the powers
granted to it and a list of the people
who created it.

The name of the group should
clearly include the word church or
congregation and possibly other bibli-
cal words.

Since a free church will not be
included in civil-government lists of
“incorporated churches” or “501(c)(3)

churches,” governments often make
their decision about the nature of a
group solely from its name.

Is your group really a church?
While it is possible to operate a

church congregation with names like
Peoria People’s Assembly or Freedom
Fellowship, these may be mistaken for
clubs or political organizations.

Therefore the congregation may
have to spend quite a bit of time writ-
ing letters and going to court to estab-
lish that its group really is a church.

A congregation is much more like-
ly to be recognized as a church if its
name includes words like Church,
Congregation, Christian, Bible, Mis-
sionary, God, Jesus, Christ, Lord or
Yahweh.

Extensive details about governance
should be reserved for other docu-
ments. If a congregation has met for
some time without a declaration, it is
permissible to predate the declaration,
as long as those signing it were meet-
ing at the beginning.

Any effort to make a false declara-
tion is contrary to God’s and man’s
laws.

Who signs the declaration?
Those who sign a church declara-

tion are often referred to as founders
or charter members.

There is no need for a set number or
even a majority of the people who
attend a congregation to sign it. Those
who do are simply expressing on
paper their willingness to start a con-
gregation.

Congregations governed exclusive-
ly by elders often have a declaration
signed only by the original elders.

In congregations in which the
members choose their leaders, it
makes sense for the original members
to sign the declaration.

There is no need to add or remove
names from the declaration as new
members or leaders come to or leave
the congregation. The declaration sim-

ply notes those who founded it.
Other regularly updated documents

will show who currently represents
the church congregation.

For a church largely run by elders, a
list of elders is enough. If other mem-
bers are the main decision makers,
then the congregation should have ei-
ther a membership list or rules for de-
termining which attendees may partic-
ipate in decision making (e.g., those
who attend more than half of the church
services or some other criteria).

Words, words, words
The declaration and all other docu-

ments should be worded with biblical
terminology rather than corporate ter-
minology to establish the clear “church”
character of the group.

The following is a list of suggested
wording contrasted with wording that
may not be a good idea:

Use: church, congregation. Do
not use: organization, corporate body.

Use: council, elders, ministers,
deacons. Do not use: board, officers,
managers.

Use: overseer, bishop, pastor. Do
not use: president, vice president,
CEO, employer.

Use: clerk, scribe, steward, trus-
tee, church warden. Do not use: secre-
tary, treasurer, CFO.

Use: offerings, support, tithes. Do
not use: donations, contributions, in-
come.

Use: worker, believer, brother. Do
not use: employee.

Use: church records. Do not use:
minutes.

Use: Bible teaching, exhortation.
Do not use: advice, counseling.

Use: open, guests are welcome.

Do not use: public (which essentially
means “government”).

Statement of beliefs
A church should be able to summa-

rize its essential beliefs and practices.
Basic considerations such as God

being the Creator, the Bible being His
Word, salvation being available to all
mankind through Jesus Christ, and
Christ being the head of the church
should be included.

With no statement of beliefs, the
religious nature of a church could be
called into question.

Mission and/or ministry statement
The purpose of a congregation is to

praise God, feed the flock and accom-
plish God’s work.

A mission statement and more de-
tail about the specific purposes of a
congregation are helpful in establish-
ing the religious nature of a church.

The statement may contain a de-
scription of the congregation’s wor-
ship services, church activities, ser-
vice projects and evangelistic work.

Method of church governance
Church governance can be outlined

in a single document or a set of sever-
al documents. The following items are
important:

A description of church leader-
ship and ministry positions.

A method for appointing and re-
placing church leaders. This may
include statements about their qualifi-
cations.

An explanation of church leader-
ship regarding who is authorized to act
on behalf of the church and in what
capacity.

A means for implementing Mat-
thew 18:15-17. When a member has a
grievance or difficulty that cannot be
resolved by going to his brother alone
or by taking witnesses to meet with the
brother, how does he bring the issue to
the congregation to have it heard?

Such a procedure is vital in avoid-

ing litigation. Most church lawsuits
originate with members or former
members, and courts usually decline
to hear a case when the church has a
documented grievance procedure.

Requirements for membership (if
not included in the member-list docu-
ment).

A means of handling church of-
ferings and property.

It is important that a church congre-
gation define itself as a private group
that invites interested people to attend
its services as long as they adhere to
the congregation’s standards.

The use of the terms public meeting
or open to the public may make it dif-
ficult or impossible to remove people
who are following temporal laws but
violating biblical or church teaching.

Church records
A church should keep records of

decisions made by its leadership and
membership using a method pre-
scribed by the church’s own rules and
for the benefit of all who attend.

Precisely following the standards
used for corporate minutes will only
increase the likelihood that the church
congregation will be treated like a cor-
poration.

Similarly, financial records need be
kept only for the benefit of the congre-
gation. While everything should be done
honestly, the church need not acknowl-
edge that it keeps records according to
any government standard.

Nor should it turn over such records
to any government agency unless it
has a good reason to do so.

Governments cannot require a free
church to keep records. Turning over
such records simply because they are

requested may cause a government
agency to presume it has the same
authority over a free church as it has
over other churches.

Legal actions
If leaders or other members of a

church group commit crimes, even
while acting on behalf of the church,
they are personally responsible.

Free churches are not a free ride to
commit crimes. The church should
make clear to its members it is not
responsible for their personal record-
keeping, tax obligations and other
requirements placed upon citizens by
government entities.

On the other hand, the church can
voluntarily make information avail-
able to help members when prudent.

Nevertheless, free churches can
avoid a vast amount of government
regulation.

There is no requirement for such
churches to produce tax returns or
financial statements or to audit reports.

Indeed, probably nobody will ask
for them.

Some government employees un-
derstand how to treat free churches,
others do not understand them, and a
few may try to unlawfully bring free
churches under government control.

It is a good idea to be wise as ser-
pents and harmless as doves and
choose one’s battles carefully.

In the zone
For example, a church’s leaders

may voluntarily choose to conform to
certain zoning or regulatory require-
ments to avoid conflict where no sig-
nificant issue is involved.

If any paperwork is generated, the
church should include a statement that
the compliance was voluntary.

On the other hand, zoning require-
ments have sometimes caused cities to
try to require that church groups make
multi-thousand-dollar changes to their
buildings or parking lots.

These are cases where the church
should stand up for God, cite the pro-
tection of the First Amendment to the
Constitution and continue to use its
funds to preach the gospel and feed its
flock—rather than make unneeded
building changes.

Sometimes it is effective to simply
write a government agency to explain
that a free church is different from the
corporations or associations it is used
to working with and that the agency
simply does not have jurisdiction over
free churches.

If a court appearance is necessary, a
representative of the church may
make a special appearance to explain
that neither the court nor the govern-
ment agency has jurisdiction over the
church.

A special appearance is one that is
not required but done for the benefit of
clearing up a misunderstanding.

It is a rare for a court to attempt to
assert jurisdiction over a free church.
If this happens, it is time to seek help
from someone knowledgeable of such
difficulties.

Church insurance
Although the Bible says little about

insurance, many believers are so ac-
customed to the concept of insurance
that they feel they must have it. Church
Mutual Insurance Co. (churchmutu-
al.com) is a large company with 200
offices that will insure free churches.

Banking for churches
It is difficult to receive offerings

and pay church expenses without a
bank account. The goal of church
banking is to “render therefore to
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s,
and to God the things that are God’s”
(Matthew 22:21).

Church funds should be separated
from private funds so that:

The government does not tax
church funds.

People do not misuse churches to
avoid paying taxes on personal funds.

The government does not falsely

In congregations in which the members choose
their leaders, it makes sense for the original

members to sign the declaration.

See SIMPLIFY YOUR LIFE, page 5

Norman Edwards
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Simplify your life: Consider not incorporating your church
claim that church funds are personal
funds and attempt to tax an individual
for them.

Some people pretend to create
churches simply to avoid taxes. A gov-
ernment investigator who cares more
about collecting money than constitu-
tional religious freedom may try to
treat a legitimate free church like a
tax-avoidance scheme.

Even though the law does not re-
quire churches to obtain exemption
under 501(c)(3) rules, many tax pro-
fessionals think it is required.

Unfortunately, our courts have al-
lowed taxing agencies to seize property
without due process: without a court
order. This is why a church should pay
attention to its banking and avoid look-
ing like a tax-avoidance scheme.

For many years banks were required
to ask for Social Security numbers but
were permitted to open accounts with-
out them, as long as they kept a sepa-
rate listing of such accounts.

New regulations resulting from the
events of Sept. 11, 2001, have changed
this, and this writer does not know of
any financial institutions that will open
a new account without a Social Se-
curity number (SSN) or an employer-
identification number (EIN).

An EIN can be obtained quickly via
the Internet, but the SSN of the person
obtaining the EIN is required on the
online application.

Tax issues
Title 26 (of the Federal Tax Code)

and IRS publications clearly state that
a church need not file with the IRS to
be exempt from tax or for offerings to
be tax-deductible. As long as the
name is clearly the name of a church,
most people report little trouble tak-
ing income-tax deductions.

More trouble occurs with avoiding
property and sales taxes. Many taxing
units claim that they require a church
to have IRS “510(c)(3) status” in order
to recognize it as tax-exempt.

In practice, many such taxing enti-
ties will instead accept a letter clearly
quoting the IRS regulations stating
that churches are not required to apply
for 501(c)(3) status to be tax-exempt,
and going on to inform them that they
cannot discriminate against a church
for not filing paperwork that the law
does not require them to file.

Existing 501(c)(3) corporations
Some believers may have formed a

corporation or applied for 501(c)(3)
status in the past because they were
led to believe this was necessary for a
church or ministry.

Now that they know otherwise,
what should members of the church or
ministry do with the old entities?

It is important that those entities con-
tinue to be run by the laws governing
them until they are dissolved. The fol-
lowing is an approach some have used.

Choose a name
Start a new church or ministry

with a declaration. Choose a name that
is noticeably different from the former
corporate name.

A name that is obviously different
is helpful in avoiding confusion be-
tween the entities, but, if name recog-
nition by the people served is impor-

tant, then a name that is only slightly
different might be a better choice.

Simply dropping the suffix “Inc.”
from a corporate name is probably not
enough distinction.

Obtain a new post-office box or
street address for the free church if
possible. New stationery—or a new
computer letterhead—with the new
address is also a good idea.

Obtain a bank account for the
new free-church ministry. Again, if it
is possible to make a distinction from
the old, do it. Open the account at a
new bank or change the list of people
who have account authorization.

However, do not jeopardize the
essential part of your church or ministry
to do this; i.e., do not put an incapable
or untrustworthy person in charge of
something just to make a change.

Fully disclose
Make these issues known to those

who support the church or ministry.
When the brethren accept the new

declaration and begin to support the free
church/ministry, the board of the 501
(c)(3) corporation may decide to give its
assets to the free church/ministry in fur-
therance of its Christian goals.

For real property (land and build-
ings), this must be done with a deed.
Appropriate documents will need to
be filed if there are any mortgage
holders.

A real-estate agent or attorney may
be able to help with this.

Other property, such as sound
equipment, music books, instruments
and office equipment, can be trans-
ferred with a gift letter stating the reli-
gious purpose for giving it.

How to tell when it’s time
When the offerings to a 501(c)(3)

corporation are so low that they will
not even pay the annual fees to remain
incorporated, it is time to dissolve that
entity.

The corporation’s board of direc-
tors can vote to dissolve it at any time.

It should pay any remaining bills and
close its bank account.

While corporations that do not
pay annual fees are automatically dis-
solved, they may be in a kind of limbo
state and can be easily reinstated.

Therefore it is much better to con-
tact the state government and official-
ly dissolve the corporation.

If a ministry has been filing IRS
form 990 (not required for churches),
a letter should be sent to the Internal
Revenue Service, Exempt Organiza-
tions Determinations, P.O. Box 2508,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45201, informing it
the entity is dissolved and will no
longer be filing form 990.

Close the post-office box of the
old corporation, if any, and do not
conduct any more transactions under
that name.

While it may be tempting to cash an
offering check made out to the old
name, it is better to return it and ask

the person if he could give an offering
to the free church or ministry.

Summing up
Working as a free church is not as

difficult as most people think. It is
largely a matter of not doing the things
that people say a church should do.

Rather, read the Bible, seek God in
prayer, listen to the Holy Spirit, and
then do what They say. Serve God
with your whole heart and practice
what you preach.

For more information
The following information is avail-

able free of charge from Church Bible
Teaching Ministry, P.O. Box 474, Port
Austin, Mich. 48467, or info@cbtm.
info. Or call (989) 738-7700.

To request an item, just mention the
code at the beginning of each item you
wish to receive:

DECLAR: “The Declaration of
Independence and the Federal Consti-
tution,” 10 pages.

FRECHA: “Free Church Article
Reprints,” 50 pages. Articles from

Linden Baptist Church, Indiana; New
Testament Baptist Church, Cape
Coral, Fla.; and The Rutherford Insti-
tute, Charlottesville, Va.

GOVHUM: “How Does the
Eternal Govern Through Humans?” by
Norman Edwards, 64 pages. How the
KJV translators altered scriptures
about government to please King
James and an analysis of what the
Bible says about how we should gov-
ern in congregations.

IRSCHU: “What Does the IRS
Code Say About Churches?” by Nor-
man Edwards, 12 pages. Internal
Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) and
other related sections showing how
they restrict churches from certain
activities, including “carrying on pro-
paganda,” which means, at law, the
propagation of anything.

K501C3: “501(c)(3) Religion: Re-
emergence of the Divine Right of Kings”
by Peter Kershaw, eight pages.

LOCONG: “Starting a Local
Congregation” by Norman Edwards,
62 pages. How and why to organize a
congregation: utilizing spiritual gifts,
teaching, music, praise, speaking in
tongues, prophesying, the role of wom-
en, dress, formal organization, bap-
tism, weddings, funerals, statements of
beliefs, naming a group, finding a place
to meet, local evangelism and more.

Legal status of this article
This article is not professional or

legal advice. Anyone thinking about
making a decision based on this arti-
cle should seek God in prayer first and
realize he is making his own decisions
and that the author of this paper and
those who distribute it are not liable
for their decisions and their conse-
quences.

__________
JOURNAL editor’s note: The above

article is a condensed, excerpted and
edited version of “Forming a Free
Church” by Norman Edwards. For
Mr. Edwards’ original article, go to
servantsnews.com/PDF/forfre01.pdf.

THE JOURNAL is not in the business of
giving or recommending legal advice.

THE JOURNAL strongly recommends
readers seek knowledgeable and com-
petent legal counsel before attempting
to incorporate or deciding not to incor-
porate as a church or other ministry.

See a related article on page 1 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL.

It is important that old entities continue to be
run by the laws governing them until they are dissolved.

This article presents an approach some have used.

Continued from page 4

Dr. Paul Cameron ‘proves’ homosexuality a destructive lifestyle
God calls homosexual sex an

abomination worthy of death. Homo-
sexual sex is male with male. Mr.
Hendrix claims that Ezekiel does not
mention homosexual sex (although it
is clearly stated in Genesis 19:5) as a
sin of Sodom:

“Behold, this was the iniquity of
your sister Sodom; pride, fullness of
bread and abundance of idleness was
in her and in her daughters. Nor did
she strengthen the hand of the poor
and needy” (Ezekiel 16:49).

“And they were haughty and did
abominable things before Me, there-
fore I took them away as I saw fit”
(verse 50).

Did Ezekiel forget?
Was Ezekiel forgetful in this pas-

sage? Did he forget to include homo-
sexual acts in the sins of Sodom?

As shown in the Leviticus scrip-
tures, a homosexual act is abominable.

So, no, Ezekiel was not forgetful.
He concluded the passage with “abom-
inable things,” a description that de-
fines homosexual acts among many
others.

Just because the word homosexual
was not in the text, does that mean
those were not homosexual acts spo-
ken of?

The Bible never exaggerates
God’s Word does not engage in

hyperbole or exaggeration. An abom-
inable act is an abominable act.

Many are listed in Leviticus and
Deuteronomy, including homosexual
acts. Whether the illicit sex acts are
between a man and a man, a man and
a woman, a human and an animal or
an adult and a child does not make
them more or less abominable. A wrong
is a wrong.

Homosexual acts (along with other
sexual perversions) are an abomina-
tion to God.

The WCG incurred the wrath of God

It is interesting to note that Ezekiel
prefaces the homosexual acts (“abom-
inable things”) with those things in
past and present societies that accom-
pany increased sexual perversion:
pride, abundance of material things,
indolence, the rich abusing their
power, arrogant and egotistical high
society disdainful of those less privi-
leged (especially in supposedly Chris-
tian groups), and abuse of the poor
and needy.

The Worldwide Church of God as a

group was guilty of many of the things
mentioned in the Ezekiel passage.
Western Christian societies today are
guilty of those same things.

Did God visit His judgments upon
the Worldwide Church of God? Ab-
solutely.

Ancient Israel forgot that God was
their protector and defender if they
obeyed Him. They were blessed with
abundance and greatness, and they
decided that they no longer needed
God.

When their degree of abomination
reached the limit, God unequivocally

pronounced judgment.
Did they in their millennia-long

exile acknowledge God? Some few did.

To boldly thrash
Are homosexual acts good? De-

spite the vigorous attempts by homo-
sexual activists and supporters to hide
and ignore the facts, homosexuality is
a destructive lifestyle as proven by Dr.
Paul Cameron and others.

Anyone exposing the facts will be
boldly thrashed, battered and charac-

ter-assassinated. Its time to boldly
thrash back with the truth.

The belief that someone can be
“born” homosexual supplies comfort
to those who for whatever reason have
chosen this perversion. This belief
relieves them of responsibility to
change.

No one is born homosexual
There is no solid scientific evidence

that people are born homosexual. The
overwhelming majority of homosexu-
als are completely normal genetically.

Homosexuality is a learned behav-

ior and is influenced by a number of
factors: disrupted family life, a lack of
unconditional love, a failure of sex
identification, or the forced imposition
of sex by an adult.

These problems can result in a search
for love and acceptance, envy of the
same or the opposite sex, a life con-
trolled by fears and feelings of isolation.

Homosexuality is complex
One thing that does seem clear:

Homosexuality is brought about by a

multitude of root causes. It is simplis-
tic thinking to lay the blame on any
single factor.

Did Paul preach contrary to Christ’s
teachings?

When Christ said it would be more
tolerable for Sodom in the day of
judgment than for those He was ad-
dressing (Matthew 10:14-15), was
Christ supporting homosexuality?

Mr. Hendrix insinuates that He was.
But nothing is further from the truth.
Judgment is coming on everyone,
homosexuals and heterosexuals alike,
for their ungodly acts.

One wrong does not justify another,
and Paul was explicit in his assess-
ment of homosexuality.

The heart of the problem: evolution
Modern Israel, the Anglo-Saxons

and associated Caucasian nations have
been immensely blessed by God, in
line with His promise to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

What have American schools been
indoctrinating their pliable and vul-
nerable children with?

Godless evolution, a baseless and
unprovable theory.

Have Christians actively resisted
this nonsense?

Now perversion has reached a new
level: Homosexuality, expressly and
unequivocally condemned in the
Bible, is propounded as “good” in a
Christian newspaper.

Homosexual acts (along with other sexual perversions) are an
abomination to God. God’s Word does not engage in hyperbole

or exaggeration. An abominable act is an abominable act.

Continued from page 3

Policy on letters to the editor
Because of limited space, please limit the length of letters. Longer letters are
subject to editing for length. All letters are subject to editing for length, clar-
ity and technical style.

Please include full name, city, state or province and country in letters sent
by regular or electronic mail. THE JOURNAL does not publish unsigned letters
but may occasionally publish letters with writer’s name and/or city of resi-
dence withheld.

Mail letters and subscription inquiries to THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Fax 1-888-488-6603. E-mail info@thejournal.
org. E-mail the editor at cartwright@thejournal.org.



6 THE JOURNAL Issue No. 156 (Nov. 30, 2013)

LOOKING FOR A GIFT
FOR A FRIEND?
Here’s an idea. How about a subscription to The Journal: News
of the Churches of God? After all, The Journal crosses the

boundaries of the fellowships of the Churches
of God and includes articles and letters by and
about your friends and brethren in all the
groups. Your gift will include a note with your
name on it. Simply send $28 for 12 issues, or
$49 for 24 issues, to The Journal, P.O. Box
1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Prices
for non-U.S. subscriptions are $30 and $51.

Please remit in U.S. funds, preferably drawn on a U.S. bank, or
postal money order payable in U.S. funds. Important: Include
your friend’s and your names and mailing addresses.

I don’t judge my fellow saints, and I don’t judge God’s decisions
and what is not?

Is God’s Holy Spirit a spirit of con-
fusion, weakness and craziness, or is it
a spirit “of power and of love and of a
sound mind”? (2 Timothy 1:7).

I believe that I have not been ap-
pointed to judge any of my fellow
saints.

By extension, I have not been ap-
pointed to judge any of God’s deci-
sions. I try to examine what God has
ordained and I try to understand why.

I will not judge God
But, even if I don’t know the whys,

I am not going to judge God. The Bi-
ble does not tell us the sins of Gomor-
rah, yet God judged that civilization as
worthy of oblivion. God knows what
is best.

At the time of the Flood, God
judged a complete civilization as un-
worthy of living any further, yet God
preserved the human race through
Noah and his sons.

The author asks, “Did Ezekiel for-
get to refer to homosexuality as one of
their [Sodom’s] sins?”

So apparently Ezekiel was not spe-
cific about homosexuality, therefore
Sodom’s sin of homosexuality is de-
clared a non-sin.

The author mentions that “the men
of Sodom conspired together to at-
tempt to gang-rape the two angels
God had sent to check up on the be-
havior of the city’s residents.”

It would seem that God was a little
harsh in dealing with this “conspir-
ing.”

So conspiracy was the bigger prob-
lem than homosexuality because, after
all, the angels were not raped by the
mob? So, in essence, nobody got hurt
in Sodom.

The Bible on sin
There are three Bible definitions of

sin:
Therefore, to him who knows to

do good and does not do it, to him it is
sin (James 4:17).

Whatever is not from faith is sin
(Romans 14:23).

Sin is the transgression of the law
(1 John 3:4).

If you know what is good and you

don’t do it, you sin. I don’t think that I
need to elaborate on the evil fruit of
sexual sins: hardships, broken hearts
and promises, venereal disease, por-
nography, broken marriages.

If you know that your faith—that is,
your conscience—tells you something
is wrong and you do it anyway, then
you sin.

The first time you go against your
conscience it hurts, but as you sup-
press the conscience then the con-
science can be seared and it will no
longer rebuke you.

A seared conscience
destroys character

When you violate your conscience
you are sinning. If you do something
that you know you shouldn’t be doing,
you are sinning.

It is sin because you are spiritually

and mentally compromising your
character. A seared conscience winds
up destroying character.

The transgression of God’s law is
always sin. It is always an unrighteous
act. God’s law is summarized in the
Great Commandment (Mark 12:30-31).

Leviticus 18:22 states, “Do not have
sexual relations with a man as one
does with a woman; that is detestable”
(NIV).

God states a clear principle in His
instructions to the priests of ancient
Israel. The children of Israel had seen
enough perversions in Egypt such as
incest, homosexuality, rape, sexual
slavery and other sexual sins.

Ezekiel wouldn’t condone
homosexual sins

The job of the priest was to tell the
people how to make a difference be-
tween the clean and the unclean.

Of all the prophets, Ezekiel, who
was a priest, expressed this principle
about the priests: “And they shall teach
My people the difference between the

holy and the unholy, and cause them to
discern between the unclean and the
clean” (Ezekiel 44:23).

I find it ludicrous to believe that
Ezekiel would have given a pass to
homosexual sins.

Three questions
One final point: Mr. Hendrix ana-

lyzes “what constitutes perverse sexu-
al behavior in the eyes of Almighty
God.” He expresses three principles in
the form of questions:

Does the behavior bring joy and
happiness to both parties? (Matthew
7:12).

But isn’t it more important to con-
sider what God thinks about sexual
behavior even if it brings joys and
happiness to two consenting adults?

Does the behavior harm anyone?
(Romans 13:10).

Who judges whether there is harm?
Doesn’t God have an opinion about
harms to moral character and con-
science-searing that we are blind to?

Is the behavior the product of
two consenting equals? (Acts 10:34;
Romans 10:12; Galatians 3:28).

Who defines who are equals? Hasn’t
God defined who is the head of the
wife and who is the head of the
church? Hasn’t God defined who are
equals and who are not?

As long as the three criteria above
are met by two consenting homosexu-
als, there is no sin, according to Mr.
Hendrix.

He states further that “to label all
homosexual behavior as sin is tanta-
mount to twisting the Scriptures and
distorting God’s will in the matter.”

Reasoning around God
The above three criteria are the re-

sult of the carnal mind reasoning
around God’s clear teachings.

The unconverted mind tries to rea-
son around God’s principles, perhaps

by looking for “specific” prohibitions
of certain behavior.

A mind that does not see lacks un-
derstanding. It reasons around God by
saying something like this: “As long
as God does not have a specific prohi-
bition for me to do this, then I don’t
see why I shouldn’t do it.”

God wants us to use our minds to
think like He does. Can you picture
Jesus Christ engaging in homosexual
sins?

The thought is repugnant to my
mind. I would be insulting the God
who paid the price for my salvation.

Paul wrote, “Let this mind be in
you which was also in Christ Jesus,
who, being in the form of God, did not
consider it robbery to be equal with
God” (Philippians 2:5-6).

Would the mind of Christ in you
not have a problem with any homo-

sexual act that meets the three criteria
above? Again, this thought is just re-
pugnant to the mind of Christ.

Substance vs. form
God is looking for substance, not

form. Doing what is right with a wrong
attitude or from a wrong motivation is
of no value. It is no better before God
than outright disobedience.

The attitude that I can do something
as long as there is no specific prohibi-
tion against it is not godly. God is
looking for people who exhibit certain
characteristics. For example:

“For all those [things] hath mine
hand made, and all those [things] have
been, saith the LORD: but to this [man]
will I look, [even] to [him who is]
poor and of a contrite spirit, and trem-
bleth at my word” (Isaiah 66:2)

A frame of mind springing from a
contrite heart is something God looks
for. The mind of Christ and the mind
of the converted saint will for sure be
totally submissive to all of God’s sug-
gestions, laws and instructions.

On the other hand, the carnal mind
does not please God (Romans 8:7-8).

I have a carnal mind like you, but I
want to do my best not to try to get
around God’s clearly spelled-out in-
structions.

I am not perfect in the flesh, but I
want my heart to be right before God.

God is concerned with the spiritual
Samuel was told not to focus on the

physical, because God does not focus
on the physical.

“But the LORD said unto Samuel,
Look not on his countenance, or on
the height of his stature; because I
have refused him: for the LORD sees
not as man sees; for man looks on the
outward appearance, but the LORD
looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7).

Paul instructed Timothy:
“The law is not laid down for the

just but for the lawless and disobedi-
ent, for the ungodly and sinners, for
the unholy and profane, for those who
strike their fathers and mothers, for
murderers, the sexually immoral, men
who practice homosexuality, enslav-
ers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else
is contrary to sound doctrine, in accor-
dance with the gospel of the glory of
the blessed God with which I have
been entrusted” (1 Timothy 1:9-11).

Here is a blessing for those who do
His commandments:

“Blessed are they that do his com-
mandments, that they may have right
to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city. For
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and
whoremongers, and murderers, and
idolaters, and whosoever loveth and
maketh a lie” (Revelation 22:14-15).

God’s Kingdom
Do you want to be in God’s King-

dom or not? Check this out:
“Do you not know that the unrigh-

teous will not inherit the kingdom of
God? Do not be deceived: neither the
sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor men who practice ho-
mosexuality, nor thieves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers,
nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom
of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10, ESV).

A mind that lacks understanding says something like this:
‘As long as God does not have a specific prohibition for me

to do this, then I don’t see why I shouldn’t do it.’

Words and paper don’t make a marriage
choice. Isn’t Jesus saying people in the
resurrection will not be forced to do
things against their personal choice?

Biblical examples show that wom-
en, and men, should be given the last
word in their personal behavior, not
obedience to someone else’s whims of
dogma.

People deceiving, intimidating, co-
ercing or seducing
others is not Christlike
behavior.

The idea that we
will receive salvation
by some mystical for-
mula for forgiveness
without Christlike behavior is pie in
the sky.

Ministerial prerogative
As to why we have religious wed-

dings, that seems simple to explain.
When the clergy are ordained, the
only prerogative they get over other
people is the civil authority to perform
wedding ceremonies. Why wouldn’t
they guard this power base jealously?

When they say, “I now pronounce
you man and wife,” aren’t they speak-
ing as if they’re God? If not, what do
they think they are doing?

What we call marriage and divorce
today give power of the clergy and
money to lawyers. There is nothing
biblical about it. Hocus-pocus and a
piece of paper don’t make a marriage
in God’s sight any more than being
dunked in water makes a Christian.

I can’t say I agree with Lonnie’s

ironclad concept of divorce law. Does
God really expect someone who has
suffered a divorce to pray that God
will kill his past spouse so he can have
a life?

I was talking with a lady who had
suffered three divorces. All of her hus-
bands were still living.

I told her I thought a man would
find a woman with three living past

spouses more attractive than one who
had buried three husbands.

It takes three
Now consider premarital relations.

For a person who has been having
such relations to marry a person who
has not been doing so is to be unequal-
ly yoked together.

For a person who has not been
morally loose to marry a person who
has been is ridiculous. It may not even
be a marriage but just a long-term
affair.

Why would you think a person
would make a commitment to you if
he wouldn’t with all the others?

One person cannot make a mar-
riage. It takes a least two humans and
God.

Forgiveness is an opportunity
Forgiveness is not a removing of all

past responsibilities. Nor is it neces-
sarily a negating of the consequences
of past actions. David’s example
should demonstrate this plainly.

Forgiveness is actually an opportu-
nity to work out our salvation with
fear and trembling.

The idea that bad conduct doesn’t
have bad consequences is Dark Ages
theology. If people want a big sur-

prise, they should read
John 1:17:

“For the law was
given through Moses;
grace and truth came
about through Jesus
Christ.”

Apparently John didn’t think
the law had all that much truth to
reveal about God’s will.

Am I okay?
As to homosexuals, I am not so

well informed as to know just what
one would have to do to be classified
as a homosexual.

Considering the conduct of some of
the ministers in the COGs, by contrast
it surely can’t be all that bad.

Maybe I should face this:
As a person who is not unfamiliar

with giving someone else a massage, I
find I enjoy giving some men a mas-
sage and I do not enjoy giving some
women a massage.

But I do really prefer some women.
So am I okay?

Once again, in issue No. 155 THE
JOURNAL is a ray of light in the dark
world of religious exclusivism.

Reflect and reconsider our opinions
ticularly those that existed in the
Greco-Roman world of the 1st cen-
tury, to advance her argument in fa-
vor of homosexuality.

If such an extrabiblical approach
is valid, then perhaps we should also
consider the world of biology.

Biological principles would have
made it impossible for the human
race to continue had homosexuality
ever been the norm.

In fact, it is only in recent times that
it has even been possible for children

to be born using artificial methods.
For most of human history, the

norm required for the perpetuation
of the species has been clear. Equal-
ly clearly, whatever does not con-
form to the norm is, ipso facto, out-
side the norm.

Still, Mr. Hendrix has shaken up
some of our cozy assumptions about
the Bible and sex.

In making us reflect and reconsid-
er whether our opinions are indeed
Bible-based and truly loving, he has
performed an important service.

Continued from page 3

Hocus-pocus and a piece of paper don’t make
a marriage in God’s sight any more than
being dunked in water makes a Christian.

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3



This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

CCoonnnneeccttiioonnss:: MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr ttttoooo MMMMeeeemmmmbbbbeeeerrrr
Issue No. 156 PUBLISHED BY THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD Nov. 30, 2013

F S D B P H J L H F L Q R L U A B D K I
S K Q Q X M Z M M J E R E M M U S B C L
Q D A Y W Z T A M S R E T A W C A O F I
P Z F N O M H B O D Q S N T V D J D P V
Q Q I C D Q L K X Y Q I I X C J M D D A
Q J X O N E Z F K D O O W R E H P O G B
D Z Z V I M S D Z P B N U S K P N W E F
O I E E W I U W H T E H P A J W N O A Y
D W M N S T L J T H G I N Z D W K E A Q
C A R A H D C K G V A E V O O D L C U H
G F G N E E A E A B U F V B G E G X Z F
P D O T M E T S M I O E N O V W V N O A
Y K Q D D S T W E R A I S I K T U W N T
P L J O E T L N T Y A A L A K D L L I H
I H O A U O E Y H R L O J L E S V B A G
T L V R J Y D U Q T D A Q K U Y U R H K
F S X L M A B B A W G O N J K C V N X S
B A E U Y U E R L V T M L R B E F K K W
U Q L S M G N L I I C J X H S I R J I K
F W U L J T G C N E V A R T K A V Q U F

The Genesis Flood
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Shem
Summer
Waters
Window
Winter

Square-Wave Frequency Oscillator $40.
Cure for All Diseases book $25. Col Silver
Gen $60, book $21. Black Salve $25, book
$43. S/H $7 plus $1 per extra item. Free cat-
alog. Jeff Telesca, 283 Moon-Clinton #1-1,
Moon Twp, PA 15108.

Anniversaries
Happy anniversary to Trey and Brandi Cart-
wright. Nine years on Nov. 21, 2013.

Christian Straight Talk, www.williestraight-
talk.blogspot.com. Joseph and Barbara
Willie discuss a variety of subjects relating
to the New Covenant gospel (Sexuality,
Trinity, Sin, Prophecy}. Expand your biblical
horizons.

Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath,
11 a.m. Pacific, 12 noon mountain, 1 p.m.
central, 2 p.m. eastern, (916) 233-0562,
www.godward.org.

Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002,
South Pasadena, CA 91030.

ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.

Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.
com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 130, Valley
Springs, CA 95252, ezekielwatchman.org,
(209) 772-0737 or (209) 772-2993.

Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cotton-
wood, AZ 86326.

Who Can You Trust? Bill.hawkins1@
gmail.com.

Henk Jens, P.O. Box 121, Belmore, N.S.W.
2192, Australia. www.rightly-dividing.net.

Radio4Living.com, whatnextmedia.com,
whatnext@pobox.com.

Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery,
TX 77356, art@mokarow.com, GodsPuzzle
Solved.com. Biblical-history programs at
youtubecom/biblicalhistory/art.

Building Bridges Not Walls, www.Reconcili-
ationGroup.org.

The Church of God is not prepared, www.
ChildrenofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little
Rock, AR 72260.

The Church of God Big Sandy, www.
churchofgodbigsandy.com.

Resources Resources

Connections runs classifieds

CONNECTIONS runs classifieds: Resources, Help
Wanted, For Sale, Pen Pals, Prayer Requests and
more. The charge for classified ads is 25 cents per
word. There is no charge for Prayer Requests, Obit-
uaries, Anniversary and Birth Announcements.

Send classified advertisements (including Prayer
Requests, Obituaries, Anniversary and Birth An-
nouncements) to CONNECTIONS, P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or to Linda Cartwright
at lkcartwright@aol.com.

For sale

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath
11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call 916-233-0562
Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly

Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

“Worldwide People of God” 
Presents a place everyone can call their own!

wwpog blog is publishing a daily blog that keeps up with

and inspires its followers and allows them to add to and

weigh in on the current topics. So Google wwpog blog and

follow the worldwide people of God that you don’t even know

are out there! Help connect people of God all over the world.

See RESOURCES, page 18
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Have you escaped the lusts of the flesh?
Or are you lacking the spirit of God?

★ www.CreatorsCovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

“H is divine power has given to us
all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowl-

edge of Him . . . by which have been given to
us exceedingly great and precious promises,
that through these you may be partakers of
the divine nature, having escaped the cor-
ruption that is in the world through lust”
(II Pet 1:3-4). Have you escaped the cor-
ruption of lust? Do you share in His di-
vine nature?

“He who says he abides in Him ought
himself also to walk just as He walked” (I
John 2:6). Do you conduct yourself in
relation to God and men just as Jesus
Christ conducted Himself?

“And those who are Christ’s have cruci-
fied the flesh with its passions and desires”
(Gal 5:24). Are your physical comforts
and desires important to you?

“. . . Put off, concerning your former con-
duct, the old man which grows corrupt ac-
cording to the deceitful lusts, and be re-
newed in the spirit of your mind, and that
you put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and
holiness” (Eph 4:22-24). Is your funda-
mental approach different? Are you
like a new person, or just a somewhat

modified version of the old man?
“Do you not know that to whom you pre-

sent yourselves slaves to obey, you are that
one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin
leading to death, or of obedience leading to
righteousness?” (Rom 6:16). “Jesus an-
swered them, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you,
whoever commits sin is a slave of sin’ ” (John
8:34). Are you still a slave of sin?

“Draw near to God and He will draw
near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners;
and purify your hearts, you double-minded”
(Jas 4:8). “Therefore, having these promis-
es, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting
holiness in the fear of God” (II Cor 7:1).
Perhaps you have been trying to clean
your hands of sin but have not suc-
ceeded after an extended amount of
time. What could the problem be?

“I will put My Spirit within you and
cause you to walk in My statutes, and you
will keep My judgments and do them” (Eze
36:27). The Creator makes His spirit,
His mentality, available. It is insepara-
bly intertwined with keeping His
statutes and His judgments.

“And we are His witnesses to these things,
and so also is the Holy Spirit whom God has

given to those who obey Him” (Acts 5:32).
His spirit is inseparably intertwined with
obedience. Obedience to what? Cer-
tainly to His statutes and judgments,
i.e. His Laws.

“For by one offering HE HAS PERFECTED
FOREVER those who are being sanctified . . .
‘This is the covenant that I will make with
them after those days, says the LORD: I will
put My laws into their hearts, and in their
minds I will write them’ ” (Heb 10:14, 16).

If you sin, have you been perfected?
If you have not been “perfected,” you
don’t have His Law written in your
heart—maybe something close, but it’s
not His Law. To have it in your heart is
to do it (Rom 2:14-15; Deu 8:2). Have
you then repented of all sin?

Do you know what is really important
to the Creator? Is all Moses’ instruction
vital or only some of it? Do you decide
for yourself which is which or trust
church leaders? Do you know where His
Statutes and His Judgments are concen-
trated? Do you keep them, or do you
consider, like most of the churches of
God, that they are not binding on Chris-
tians but only directly appropriate to
the culture of ancient Israel?

Do you understand the difference be-
tween the Law of God and the Law of
Moses? If you don’t know exactly what
His Law is, how do you know it is writ-
ten in your heart? Do you lump both
bodies of law together and decide for
yourself what to observe? This is again
the historical approach of the churches
of God, thus they water down both.

All the divisions among them attest
to the fact that the leadership is not
motivated by the spirit of God. Divi-
sions stem from carnality. No wonder
sin is still a problem: The leaders do
not have the love, joy, peace or many
other qualities of the spirit of God
among themselves. Can the students,
the congregation, excel the teachers in
understanding?

Don’t wait for someone ordained of
men to look into this for you. Develop
your own relationship with your Cre-
ator through an in-depth study of His
word, diligently seeking Him.

Don’t guess at what is important to
the Creator. Begin to understand why
David had to meditate deeply on His
Law and never claimed a complete un-
derstanding.

In The Journal, Issue 155, Lon-
nie Hendrix states (in his
article on page 3 “Ezekiel: Sins

of Sodom Were Not About
Sex”): “In the same way that a
heterosexual finds the opposite
sex attractive without any con-
scious effort on his or her part,
homosexuals find members of
the same sex attractive.”

In my 75 years, I have
heard thousands of con-
versations and witnessed
the actions of male and
female heterosexuals and
many homosexuals and
lesbians.

Contrary to Mr. Hen-
drix’s statement, they do make a
conscious effort to determine
where the person, or persons of
interest, stands on their graph,
and if they will attempt to enter
a relationship.

They think, meditate, fuss,
study, converse, dream, walk and
talk the subject, sometimes to a
point that people will avoid
them because they won’t stop
thinking and talking about it.

They consider their physical
attributes, their temperament,
their sexual orientation, their
age, and how their relationship

will affect others, especially the
immediate family.

When and if they determine
that it’s time to make their
move, they will often plan and
rehearse their moves, some-
times to an extreme. They can
get so wrapped up in it that they
will not take care of themselves
and will become ill. Some kill

themselves over it. No con-
scious effort? Really?

There are individuals who
don’t put much thought into
why they want to get together
with another person. David ob-
served that Bathsheba was phys-
ically attractive and sent and
took her. Solomon carried it to
an extreme. Although this is
more like animals behave, they
still were making a conscious ef-
fort to accomplish the goals that
they had thought out.

Mankind is without excuse.
God has given them up to un-

cleanness. In the lusts of their
hearts to dishonor their bodies
and minds, God gave them over
to a debased mind, leading to
sexual immorality, men and
women lusting for those of the
same sex against what nature
and God’s Spirit, which they
reject, tells them.

Satan’s goal is to destroy the
heterosexual  mar-
riage, the family and
extended family, which
are the backbone of
all societies, and to do
it by whatever means
he can. Eve listened to
Satan’s con. She saw

and reasoned about how appeal-
ing Satan’s offer was. She accept-
ed the offer, as do billions of hu-
mans today.

The ideal marriage relation-
ship is when two virgin individu-
als, a male and a female, agree to
establish a long-term, God-fo-
cused marriage. The further hu-
mans get away from this basic
belief and way of life, and accept
Satan’s con job to have their own
sense of morality, the more de-
gradation and suffering occurs.

—Don the Heretic Henderson
Edmonds, WA

I have heard thousands of
conversations and witnessed the

actions of male and female
heterosexuals and homosexuals.

No Conscious Effort?

Few of us have taken a closer look at the Scrip-
tures to see what it really says about tithing.
Honestly, where does the Bible say, or even hint,
that we are to tithe on the money we earn? What
truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have
been as badly misrepresented as the doctrine of
tithing. If you now tithe on money, on your pay-
check, then you owe it to yourself and your fam-
ily to get the facts. Read this detailed study of

tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on
tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

Why do you
tithe on money?

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of

Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scrip-
tural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-to-
Sunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really

proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:
ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Connections: Member to Member
P.O. Box 1020 • Big Sandy, Texas 75755 • (903) 636-4779

CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER is published by THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD. © 2013 JMC Associates. For display-advertising rates and
deadline information, please write Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@aol.com or P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or call (903) 636-4779
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. U.S. central time. Toll-free fax: 1-888-488-6603. Toll-free voice mail: 1-866-949-7294.



Issue No. 156 (Nov. 30, 2013) ★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★ 9

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER TO MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

O ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
churches of God is to

get the church off track, and
heading in the wrong direction.
In the earliest days of the New
Testament Church, as reported
in the pages of your Bible, we
see that there were some with-
in the Church of God who
attempted to force the Gentiles
to go through Judaism in order
to be a good Christian (Gal
2:11-14).

Satan’s methods and goals
seldom change: Get the church
off track and headed in the
wrong direction.

Since the mid-1990s the
Church of God has been misdi-
rected into a continued discus-
sion about the calendar issue.
As Christians who are con-
cerned about the proper keep-
ing of God’s annual Feasts, the
subject has drawn widespread
attention.

One Church of God teacher
informed me that he had writ-
ten over 1,000 pages on the
subject of the calendar. One
could say that that may be a
bit of overkill. There are, how-
ever, a few key points that we
must understand before we are
able to have a discussion of
any substance.

Are you aware that:
God never gave Israel a

calendar?
He gave them Feast days?
The word calendar never

appears in Scripture?
Calendar is never

mentioned in the seven
major English translations of
the Bible?

Furthermore, although most
of the mainline churches of
God claim to follow the
Hebrew calendar, there is never
a mention of the Hebrew calen-
dar anywhere in the Scriptures.
How in the world can they
claim to follow something does
not scripturally exist? If they
were honest about what they
are doing, they would admit
that they are simply following a
Jewish tradition without scrip-
tural backing of any kind.

Please don’t take any of this
as a condemnation of the
Elders of God’s church. They are
merely following a tradition
that was placed into the

church by HWA and Dr. Hoeh.
Both of these gentlemen were
men of good spirit and well
intentioned.

This reminds me of Mark
7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of
men. For laying aside the com-
mandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men . . . Full well
ye reject the commandment of
God, that ye may keep your
own tradition.”

Question? If we can become
sloppy with the keeping of the
Feasts, what’s next?

The Sabbath? Tithing? Clean
and unclean? Look what hap-
pened when the church of God at
Rome decided to move the “keep-
ing of the Paschal celebration”
from the 14th of the 1st month to
the Sunday after the full moon
(Cat. Ency. article “Easter”).

It took less than 100 years to
turn the truth of God into a lie.

Instead of wasting our time
quibbling over “calendar
issues,” shouldn’t we be having
an honest discussion about the
proper timing of God’s annual
Feast Days? A question for
those who quibble over the
keeping of the New Testament
Passover: Should it be on the
evening of the 14th or the
evening of the 15th but some-
times keep it on the right day
of the wrong month?

That can and does happen!
It happened in 2013. This
was one of the frequent years
when the Jews claim the
beginning the new year came
before the end of the old year.
This is easily provable

You need to know how the
Jews calculate the first month
of the year. You will no doubt
be surprised!

First of all, let us recognize
that there is no Hebrew word
for month. In the first five
books of the Scriptures, the
English word month has been
inserted 78 times in an honest
error. The Hebrew word which
is translated month is the word

chodesh. The translation of that
Hebrew word is “New Moon.”

In 1611 A.D., when the
King James scholars translated
the Scriptures into English, it
was natural for them to use
the word month, because by
1611 they were not recog-
nizing the new moon. If every
time you read the word month
in scripture you said the words
“new moon,” you would even-
tually realize the significance
of what the translators did in
honest error.

When we realize that every
Feast of God is directly con-
nected to a new moon, we will
see more clearly the evidence
of the simplicity with which
God created His Feasts.

When the nation of Judah
was in captivity, the Word of
God inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel to condemn the spiritu-

al leadership of God’s people.
Ezekiel was not a historian;

he was a prophet. Prophets
write about things that are
going to come to pass. It is
important that we recognize
that fact when we read
Ezekiel 22:23-30.

He was inspired to write
about a conspiracy by the
preachers in the midst thereof
(verse 25). In verse 26 he talks
about Judah’s Priests who have
violated his law and profaned
his holy things and put no dif-
ference between the holy and
profane. He goes on in the
prophecy that they “hid their
eyes from my Sabbaths, and I

am profaned among them.”
In verse 30 he said he looks

for a man to make a hedge and
stand in the gap before him,
and he found none. How sad
it would be if that Scripture
came to pass.

The question we might want
to address is this: How difficult
is it to calculate the annual
Feast days, as God gave them
to Israel?

If you have a fifth-grader
in your group or in your family
circle, put a calendar in front
of them and asked them
to count from day 1 to day
15. Then ask them to count
7 more. Congratulations!
They just accurately enumerat-
ed the seven days of Unleav-
ened Bread.

Now, from the weekly
Sabbath within the Days of
Unleavened Bread, ask them to

count seven more Sabbaths.
Congratulations! The next day
is the Day of Pentecost.

We are halfway through the
year and we didn’t need a
Levitical priest or a member of
the Sanhedrin to get us there.
All we really need is for a con-
verted, understanding human
being to tell us when day 1 is.

The fall festivals are just as
difficult to accurately locate. All
we need to know is when is
day 1 of the seventh month.
Once we know that, our fifth-
grader can tell us when the
10th, 15th and 22nd of the sev-
enth month occur.

Again, all we need is a

competent, understanding,
converted human being to tell
us when the first day of the
seventh month occurs.

The Jewish leaders can give
us numerous reasons why they
choose to make the calcula-
tions so difficult and so convo-
luted. These numerical gymnas-
tics were never a part of God’s
will or His Word.

Brethren, God did not give a
group of Ph.D.s the under-
standing of his annual Feasts?
He gave them to a group of
wandering Hebrews living in
the desert with no scientific
instruments of any kind.

Why is the church leadership
unable to get together and tell
us when and how to do it
properly? Most of the church
leaders that I know personally
are converted, honorable,
educated, dedicated men of
God. I don’t think it would be
disrespectful to ask them the
question: Why do you refuse
to get this issue out in the
open instead of hiding behind
one obscure text about “the
oracles of God”?

In my opinion, God’s people
are not going to sit idly by
while some of the major ques-
tions about God’s Feast days
go unanswered.

The Church of God in my
opinion needs to be reconciled
not only with God but with one
another. Instead of reconcilia-
tion, we see split after split with
no end in sight. Is there anyone
who earnestly believes that God
is pleased with the splits that
have occurred and continue to
occur within His body?

Please visit our website, rec-
onciliationgroup.org, for what I
hope will be a refreshing and
educational visit. Please read
our article “A House Divided.”

Forget the Calendar...
Let’s Talk About God’s Feasts

Please visit our website at ReconciliationGroup.org

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
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Was the Sabbath the first commandment
God gave to the Children of Israel?

Is the Sabbath the test commandment?
What does the Bible say concerning these ideas?

In six days The Lord made the heavens and the
earth, the sea, and all that is in them (Genesis 2:1-
3). On the seventh day God ended His work of cre-
ating and rested.

Did God require rest? Not likely. God is Spirit.
What He did was give the example, resting on the
seventh day was for Mankind’s benefit (Exodus
20:11). Man is physical and requires periodic rest.

Jesus said the Sabbath came into being for the
sake of humanity, not humanity for the sake of the
Sabbath (Mark 2:27, Strong’s translation).

God met Moses at the burning bush. He told
Moses to go to Egypt and ask the Pharaoh for re-
lease of the Israelites. The purpose for the release
was so the Israelites could go and serve God
(Strong’s OT #5647 = to work for) (Exodus 3:18).
During the encounter at the bush nothing was
mentioned about a Day of Rest. It was all about
serving the true God (Exodus 3:12).

Moses returned to Egypt as instructed. The first
thing he did was meet with the elders of the peo-
ple and informed them of all things The Lord had
told him (Exodus 4:29). Moses said The Lord God
of their fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac, and
of Jacob had appeared to him. God had ‘visited’
and saw what was being done to the people in
Egypt and He was going to bring them out of the
affliction of Egypt to a land flowing with milk and
honey (Exodus 3:17).

Upon hearing that The Lord had visited and seen
their afflictions, the elders of the people believed,
bowed themselves, and worshipped (Exodus
4:31). Again, no mention of there being a Day of
Rest by either God or Moses. It was all about the
people serving The Lord God.

From their meeting with the elders, Moses and
Aaron went to Pharaoh. They told him the god of
the Israelites had met with them and wanted
Pharaoh to release the people so they could go
meet with Him in the desert for a feast (Exodus
5:1). The basic message Moses conveyed to Pha-
raoh was the Israelites wanted to serve and sacri-
fice to another deity. Since Pharaoh thought of

himself as the ultimate of all gods, the idea of
another deity telling him what to do was unac-
ceptable (Exodus 5:2).

So Pharaoh dug in his heels. Loss of control was
out of the question. He was not about to allow
his free workforce to depart, much less to serve
another deity. True to what God had told Moses
at the bush, Pharaoh rejected the request to
release the people. That came as no surprise. God
knew just how to get Pharaoh to react and had
given Moses the manner of words Moses should
speak to Pharaoh. That caused Pharaoh’s heart to
‘harden’ (Exodus 4:12 / Exodus 7:3-4).

Eventually the Children of Israel were freed and
departed Egypt for the mountain of God. On the
15th day of the second month after departure the
people arrived at the Wilderness of Sin between
Elim and Sinai (Exodus 16:1). It was here the
Sabbath rest is finally mentioned, and it was the
second commandment the people had received
from God. The first commandment was when God
told the people to come serve Him instead of Pha-
raoh, and they agreed to do so.

In the matter of the Sabbath being the ‘test’ com-
mandment, there is some scriptural backing, but
only to a point. After the people arrived in the
Wilderness of Sin, God told Moses: “I will rain
bread (the people would call it manna) from heav-
en for you in the morning, and quails in the
evening (Exodus 16:31). The people shall go out
and gather a certain rate every day so I may prove
them (Strong’s OT #5254 = test) whether they will
walk in My law or not” (Exodus 16:4).

Additionally, Exodus 31:13-17 records God saying
to the Israelites that the Sabbath Day was a sign
(Strong’s OT #226 = evidence) “for your genera-
tions to know that I am The Self-existent One who
pronounces you clean” (Strong’s Concordance lit-
eral translation of Verse 13).

Are there some lessons here for us today? Indeed.
For One, serving God is more important than a
period of time, yet those who are serving God will
also be observing Sabbaths.

Two, the preparation time prior to a Sabbath re-
quires planning ahead (Mark 15:42 / John 19:31).
God observes to see those who do prepare as it
shows their desire to follow what God says to do.

And Three, only those individuals who keep all
God’s commandments will be changed to spiritual
life at the second coming of Jesus (1 Thessalonians
4:16). Only they will have the right to The Tree of
Life and will have permission to enter into God’s
holy city (Revelation 22:14).

When it comes down to it, all of God’s command-
ments are tests not just the Fourth about observ-
ing Sabbath days. Each commandment tests dif-
ferent aspects of one’s faith, dedication and obe-
dience toward God and His word.

For thousands of years arguments have been oc-
curring about which commandment in the Law is
the most important. Even Jesus was asked the
question. Which commandment in God’s Law was
first (foremost in time, place, order or impor-
tance)? Jesus responded that the first and great-
est of all God’s commandments was to love God
with all one’s heart, soul, mind and strength
(Mark 12:28-30 / Matthew 22:36-38). Another in-
dividual asked what was required for him to
inherit eternal life? “You know the command-
ments,” Jesus responded (Mark 10:17, 19).

The apostle Paul encouraged the Corinthians to
examine themselves in order to confirm whether
or not they were in the faith. “Prove your own
selves,” he said to them (1 Corinthians 13:5).

To the Romans Paul admonished: “Be not con-
formed to this world, but be you transformed by
the renewing of your mind that you may prove
what is the good and acceptable and perfect will
of God” (Romans 12:2).

The Eternal God is looking for people who will serve
and worship Him in spirit and in truth (John 4:23).
“I am The Lord your God,” He reiterated to the
Israelites when giving them His formal list of com-
mandments. What commandment came first? “You
shall have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3).

Serve only Him who is The Almighty.

Ministry Publications • P.O. Box 715 • Cottonwood, AZ 86326 USA

Motivated by Bernie Monsalvo’s article
“Them Bones” in The Journal No. 155

The Bones are all Israel who are alive and
being brought out of captivity and into
the promised land by the returned Jesus

Christ, along with His Saints, and David their
king.

The Bones say, “Our bones are dry, our hope is
lost and we are cut off (from escape).”

Captivity is a type of a grave and death. Psalm
17:22: “A broken spirit dries the bones.”

Ezekiel 47:14: “I will put My Spirit in you and

place you in your own land, then you shall know
that I the Lord have spoken it and performed it.”

Ezekiel 38:8: The land of those brought back
from the sword and gathered from the nations.

Read not only Ezekiel 37 but also Ezekiel 36
and 38 for a better overall view. Consider, as some
translators do, using the word captivity instead of
graves. Also ask, “Is there any way that these
three chapters could apply to any period of time
other than the time of Christ’s return?”

—Don the Heretic Henderson
Edmonds, WA

Dry Bones Simplified
Advertising deadline: Contact Linda Cartwright at lkcartwright@
aol.com, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or phone (903)
636-4779 to check on the deadline for the current issue and to place your
ad today.
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S
ome of you may remember that at one
time the WCG made a pretty big deal
out of telling the members not to do
things that would brand them as
Pentecostal or extreme. That included

public prayer.
They justified this stand by using the scrip-

tures about not causing reproach to come on
the church.

Therefore, we as a church did not ask God’s
blessings on meals when we were in public,
unless there was a minister who did so and then
normally only in a private-room setting.

Was this right?
The first scripture that comes to mind to me

is the one that mentions if we are ashamed of
Christ He will be hesitant to stand before God
on our behalf.

Next I would point out that I work in con-
struction and I have been in the kitchen of a lot
of restaurants. Believe me, you need to pray over
your food!

My wife convinced me of this several years
ago. She pointed out the same things I just did,
and, in my opinion, she is right. And the WCG
was wrong.

I understand the reasoning, but just because
witches are associated with black cats we don’t
prohibit black cats as a pet. Why should we
limit our interaction with God because some
group might have some questionable practices?

The next thing I remember being taught
from the WCG was that we were to do every-
thing in our power before turning to God. It
was never said in that manner, but that was cer-
tainly the impression given to
me and many of my friends
growing up in the church.

Again, a great idea, but it
was misrepresented. For in-
stance, the classic example
was the habitually unem-
ployed guy (and there was
always at least one guy in
every congregation who could never get and
hold a job or work) who was told to not sit back
on the couch and depend on God to provide a
job if he was not out there making a job of find-
ing work himself.

And this is exactly correct. But the other side
is: If you do not have work, you must ask God
for help.

Yes, that was said, but in my opinion it was
not properly emphasized. I do not remember
hearing nearly enough about how we must
develop the relationship with God so when we
have a need He is close to help or provide that
need for us.

Again, the words were there, but they never
really were emphasized. Maybe some ministers
did a better job, and that may have been your
personal experience, but, given what I see in the
churches and from the people who went through

this experience, that’s simply not the norm.
Being out of circulation for several years now,

I have come to see that there is some wisdom in
the worldly churches in this matter of prayer.
Some of them make a big deal out of apparently
wearing their religion on their sleeve and making
public prayer a badge of honor. Are they wrong?

Well, maybe. But guess what. If they aren’t, then
doesn’t that mean we are (when we hide our prayers
in secret)? And, if they are wrong, who
does it affect?

It affects only them and their re-
lationship with God. It has no ef-
fect on anyone else.

Do I advocate making public
prayers on the street corner with a
bullhorn, condemning the
country, president or some
pet sin I rail against? Of
course not.

Do I advocate publicly
proclaiming that God is
working in my life, showing
I am not afraid for the world to know it? Yes,
I do.

Do I also advocate going to God every morn-
ing and asking Him for help in my daily tasks?
Yes, I also advocate this.

Worldwide did tell us to do this. But, from
practical experience, I can say that some (maybe
only a few, but that’s not what I see) took the
admonitions to not be like the ‘crazy evangeli-
cals’ to extremes. Some took the admonitions to
do all they could themselves and only then go to
God as the standard to follow.

And we were wrong when we did that. We
limited God!

How? Because He says to bring our trials and
troubles to Him! When we don’t, how can He
help us???

Yes, He is omnipotent and can do anything He
desires. But He wants us to learn He is the source
for all wisdom, all understanding of what is good
and evil, and all good that occurs in the world.

Oxygen is good. Water is good. Gravity is
good. The sun is good. Where did they come
from? God! Anything we have that is good came
from God. One way or another, He is the origi-
nator of good.

Satan, on the other hand, is the originator of
evil. Satan wanted to be God. Satan was unwilling
to rely on God alone to provide all that was need-
ed. Satan thought his ideas were better than God’s.

Are we doing the same when we don’t rely on

God for absolutely everything?
I believe that inadvertently the leadership of

the WCG led us astray in how to develop a rela-
tionship with God. The goals were worthy: to
develop self-sufficiency in the members; to limit
the abuse by some few members who might
claim, “I tried to do x, y, or z, but I just couldn’t
do it! I need the church to help me . . .”

This is what is happening to our soci-
ety now. There are perfectly capable

individuals drawing welfare because
they have allowed their human
nature to take over and cause them
to become a drain on society,
instead of contributing. We had

the same problem in the
church.

So the leadership was
right to do what they could
to stop abuses. But they
inadvertently created a
mind-set in a substantial

number of members, say-
ing the members had to do it all, before asking
for God’s intervention.

That was wrong. Mostly because the members
(me included) misunderstood, but also it was
wrong that the ministry did not clarify only God
can supply our needs.

Since I have started implementing daily
prayers to God to help in my day-to-day activi-
ties, I have noted a drastic change in how easy
life can be. Daily at work I see problems that
seem to melt away. Issues that I worried about
previously I realize are either not mine to worry

with, or they end up with solu-
tions that are relatively easy
for me to implement.

I don’t mean to imply that
life is now a bed of rose petals.
These things still take effort,
and sometimes a lot of effort.
But they now are not insur-
mountable.

Maybe this is applicable only to me alone. But
I don’t think so. After I completed my last ad, I
had a topic in mind I felt was really important.
But, when I was given my deadline for this issue,
I could not remember it! And ask as I would,
God did not allow me to see anything other
than this topic.

So, again, I ask: Why should you pray?
Because, if you don’t, you are not letting God

teach you He alone provides. When you neglect
prayer about things you can control (in my opin-
ion), you are bordering on following Satan’s
example.

If you don’t already ask God daily to help with
every event you are given to deal with, try it. See
if God will not open the doors of heaven just as
we were taught He will about tithing. If you
already are, pass on the word that God wants us
to seek His help in every aspect of our life.

Daily Prayer:
Why Should You Do It?

bill.hawkins1@gmail.com

God is omnipotent and can do anything
He desires. But He wants us to learn
He is the source for all wisdom, all

understanding of what is good and evil.
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Dear Brethren,

Recently I have been viewing the films
of Killing Kennedy. Having recorded
and viewed each of these historic films,

his killing, and the events surrounding that
tragic time that took place on November 22,
1963, I was impressed once again with the
fragility and uncertainty of human life.

Viewing President Kennedy meeting the
crowds of people in Houston, Fort Worth
and Dallas, Texas, and seeing how vibrant
and alive he was and then seeing his life
come to an abrupt end with an assassin’s bul-
let to his head while waving at the multitudes
of people lined up to see him was tragically
impressive, and more so afterwards while
viewing him lying on a table, stilled by death.

The Sting of Death—It’s always so final.
As have other longtime ministers, I have offi-
ciated at many funerals of people who have
died from one cause or another over the
years. A few of them have died in my pres-
ence. I have also seen dead American sol-
diers during my time as a combat soldier in
World War II.

Destined to Die—You and I will also die,
just as Scripture makes known, for all must
die and return to the dust from which man-
kind has come (Ecclesiastes 12:7; Hebrews
9:27). Jesus Christ said that our time is al-
ways ready (John 7:6)—there is also ‘time
and chance’ (Ecclesiastes 9:11). To make the
point, a friend of mine in the ministry died a
few years ago from a fall in his home.

My Accident—While on a baptizing tour
with Mr. Richard D. Armstrong in 1958, we
had a head-on crash with another automo-
bile. He died a few days later from the in-
juries incurred in it. It was a very beautiful
morning with no thought of what we would
soon experience, but did.

Death Comes—Considering our lives
that we continue to be graced to live, I seri-
ously wonder if we ever give thought to the
reality of death! Our lives could end abruptly
in some tragedy or from cancer, heart attacks
or in other ways, as has happened to other
members. Some are on their death beds now.

Knowing death has come to those we have
well known, and will in time come for us, it
would seem we should seriously be thinking
about the ‘hereafter’ and where we might
find ourselves when Jesus Christ brings us
back to life!

Don’t Talk About It—On average, hard-
ly anyone cares to even think about this
approaching time, let alone speak of it to our
mates or to others. However, this does not
mean we are to become paranoid about it.
But we must realize it is a fact of life that all
of us must face sooner or later. However, it
seems most would just rather keep it out of
mind and just let it happen whenever it does.

Three Resurrections—Since Scripture
teaches there are Three Resurrections into
which all human beings will be resurrected
back to life, either in one or the other, our
thinking should be beyond this life and doing
all we can to be in the First Resurrection. Jesus
Christ spoke of these Three Resurrections:

John 5:28-29: “. . . The hour is com-
ing in which all who are in the graves
will HEAR His voice and come forth—
those who have done good to the res-
urrection of life, and those who have
done evil to the resurrection of judg-
ment (either the 2nd or 3rd resurrection).

Members of any corporate church having
fragmented from the WWCG should know
from scriptural teaching, there are ‘Three
Resurrections’ in which all of humanity,
including you and me, will ultimately end up
in one or the other of them as further made
known by the Prophet Daniel:

The First Resurrection—“At that
time your people shall be delivered,
everyone who is found in the Book [of
Life, Revelation 20:12]. And many of
those who sleep in the dust of the
earth SHALL AWAKE, some to everlasting
life . . . [and will then] SHINE like the
brightness of the firmament, and
those who turn many to righteousness
like the stars forever and ever” (Daniel
12:2-3; see also Matthew 13:43; 24:30-31; I
Thessalonians 4:14-18; I Corinthians 15:42-
44; Revelation 20:6).

The Second Resurrection—“Some to
shame . . .”—“Then He (the Lord GOD)
said to me, ‘Son of man, these bones
are the whole house of Israel. They
indeed say, ‘our bones are dry, our
hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut
off . . .’ ” (Daniel 12:2; see also Ezekiel 37:1-
14; Revelation 20:5; Isaiah 65:20-22).

The Third Resurrection—[The remain-
der of humanity to] “everlasting con-
tempt” (Daniel 12:2); “ ‘. . . The day is
coming, burning like an oven, and all
the proud, yes, and all who do wickedly
will be stubble. And the day which is
coming shall burn them up,’ says the
LORD of hosts, ‘that will leave them nei-
ther root nor branch . . .’ ” (Daniel 12:2;
Malachi 4:1, 3; see also Revelation 20:14-15).

Lessons from Funerals—Putting these
three resurrections in perspective, it would be
very wise to consider the record of Solomon’s
teaching: “Better to go to the house of
mourning than to go to the house of
feasting, for that is THE END of all men
(while viewing the dead bodies we should
know THEIR DESTINY IS SEALED for one of the
three resurrections); and the living will (or
should) take it to heart” (Ecclesiastes 7:2).

While viewing the dead bodies so still and
lifeless in their coffins, we should be sobered
and reflect on where we now are while know-
ing this is where we will be sooner or later, at
which time ‘our destiny’ will also be sealed as
are these dead people we view. Solomon
wrote further:

“But for him who is joined to all the
living there is HOPE . . . For the living
KNOW that they will die; but the dead
know nothing, and they have no more
reward, for the memory of them is for-
gotten. Also their love, hatred, and
their envy have now perished; never-
more will they have a share in any-
thing under the sun . . . (his counsel is:)

whatever your hand finds to do, do it
with your might; for there is no work
or device or knowledge or wisdom in
the grave where you are going” (Eccle-
siastes 9:4-6, 10).

Choices in Life—While we live, we are
the MASTERS OF OUR OWN DESTINY. And this
will be determined by the choices we make in
life, whether good or bad, as the LORD God
makes known:

“See, I have set before you today life
and good, death and evil, in that I com-
mand you today to LOVE the LORD your
God, to walk in His ways, and to keep
His commandments, His statutes, and
His judgments, that YOU MAY LIVE . . . But
IF your heart TURNS AWAY so that you do
not hear, and are drawn away, and wor-
ship other gods and serve them, I
announce to you today that you shall
surely perish . . . I call heaven and earth,
as witnesses today against you, that I
have set before you life and death,
blessings and cursing; therefore CHOOSE
LIFE, that you and your descendants
may live . . .” (Deuteronomy 30:15-20).

Human Reasoning—Ministers and mem-
bers should realize our human reasoning is
not enough regarding what we believe. Our
beliefs should be placed on the solid founda-
tion of scriptural teachings and living our
lives accordingly. Too many members trust
their ministers to be teaching them correctly
without proving what they teach is right or
wrong, and they may have to pay a very dear
price because of it.

Normally, members give no serious thought
about their future beyond this life until some
deadly health problem afflicts them! Until
then, there is the subconscious thought that,
though others suffer and die, we are invulner-
able; nothing bad will happen to us.

A Very Serious Life and Death Ques-
tion to Ponder—How can we really know
whether we will be accounted worthy to be
accepted by Jesus Christ to be in the First
Resurrection when He returns (Luke 21:36),
to then be blessed with a new birth into the
divine Spirit Family of God and become
Christ’s Bride? Considering where you now
are, a corrective positive change could be a
major step in the right direction to be in it.

MYSTERY OF THE AGES—I have been
blessed to be used by Jesus Christ to write let-
ters to be published in this newspaper over
the past decade with the intention of trying to
encourage the readers to read this ‘unedited
Book,’ written by God’s late Apostle, to prove
the beliefs of their church. This is easy to do
by just checking their beliefs with the true
doctrinal teachings within that Book: teach-
ings that were restored by Jesus Christ in His
Church through His use of Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong (Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:9-
10). If they do not match, then you should

move away and try hard to be in the First
Resurrection.

Comfortable and Sleeping—It is well
realized most will not bother to do any
checking, for they are comfortable where
they now are, which is very similar to the
passengers just before the sinking of the ill-
fated Titanic! When viewing the state of this
country and the world in view of Bible
prophecy, one should be able to see time is
fast running out for members to make need-
ed corrective changes, for we have entered
the last hour of this dying age!

The Return of Jesus Christ—Soon
thereafter Jesus Christ will return and awaken
the true and faithful Elect to eternal life in the
first Resurrection (I Thessalonians 4:13-18).

Total Shock!—Based on all of the erro-
neous teachings by the corporate churches
and the acceptance of those teachings by the
membership, there are going to be some
great shocking surprises for many when they
awaken to find themselves—either in the
Second Resurrection (Revelation 20:5), or,
worse yet—in the Third Resurrection
(Hebrews 6:4-8; 10:26-31; Revelation 20:
13-15). Based on Scripture, they will NOT be
in the First Resurrection.

Knocking at the Door—Please know
that Jesus Christ is still standing at the door
of your minds and hearts and knocking
(Revelation 3:20). There is yet the opportu-
nity to make the good changes in doctrinal
beliefs and becoming a part of the true and
faithful Church of the Philadelphia Era
(Revelation 3:7-13). From this era there is
the one Congregation that continues to re-
main faithful while supporting the Work of
Jesus Christ—the Church of God, Faithful
Flock. I know of no other. Hopefully and
prayerfully you will come to see this is true
and become a viable member of it.

Door to be Closed—A CHANGE with god-
ly repentance is now urgently needed!
After the door is closed (Matthew
25:10-13), Scripture makes
known many thou-
sands of members
will experience the
h o r r o r s  o f  t h e
Great Tribulation!
(Revelation 6:9-11).
Please know “it is
the last hour!
And the world
is passing away,
and the lust of
it; but he who does
the will of God abides for-
ever” (I John 2:18; 2:17).

Hopefully we will see each other in the
First Resurrection (I Thessalonians 4:13-18).

Your caring friend and servant in Christ
Jesus our Lord and Savior,

—Don Billingsley

The quotes are intended for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2013 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved.
The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to
the respective owners thereof, and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God, Faithful Flock.
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Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

True Church today?
Where Is the...

The Uncertainty of Human Life and the Hereafter
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“Doom has come to you, you who
dwell in the land; the time has

come, a day of trouble is near . . .
Now upon you I will SOON pour out
My fury and spend My anger upon
you; I will judge you according to
your ways, and I will REPAY you

for all of your abominations”
(Ezekiel 7:7-8).

By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley,
Church of God, Faithful Flock

P
rophecy is rapidly being fulfilled before our very
eyes, making known the end-time is fast ap-
proaching, when God’s fury will be poured out on
this once great country and the other nations of
Israel!

Real Concerns—Well-known conservative speakers
can be heard voicing their concerns on the medium of
television, together with books having been written re-
garding the unresolvable problems facing this once great
country. They see no visible
solutions in sight and offer no
real hope for this country!

Hopeless Hope—What-
ever hope any of these people
might have is based on future
elections. However, this is
hope against hope, for the
leadership and society have
taken this country too far
down into the cesspool; it
now is too late! Even if there is
another election it should be
realized nothing is going to
change for the better.

Blinded Minds—Though
their minds are blinded to
where these problems are
taking America, we should
ask, “What about OUR minds?”
Are we sleeping through all of
the terrible problems con-
fronting this country while
seeing disaster after disaster taking place with increasing
frequency in season and out of season?

Consider the deadly tornadoes that struck a dozen states
very recently (11-17-13), while knowing the normal season
for tornadoes is in the spring and summer! What, when and
where will the next disaster strike in one form or another?

No Shame—The unashamed openness of the abom-
inable sins ever growing and embraced by the Houses of
Joseph and Judah has come up before God (Isaiah 3:9)! And
He is going to deal with His people just as He did with the
pre-Flood world and with Sodom and Gomorrah:

And the LORD said, “Because the outcry against
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin
is very grave, I will go down now and see whether
they have done altogether according to the outcry
against it; and if not, I will know” (Genesis 18:20-21).

Total Destruction—The outcry against those cities
was found to be true, and the LORD rained down from
heaven brimstone and FIRE on Sodom and Gomorrah.
So He devastated those cities—completely destroying
them and all of their inhabitants (Genesis 19:24-25).
Speaking of the pre-Flood world and Sodom and
Gomorrah, Jesus Christ said: “Even so will it be in the
day WHEN the Son of Man is revealed” (Luke 17:26-30).

God Never Changes—From what Jesus Christ said
here, we should know what Scripture tells us about God:
“I do not change,” (Malachi 3:6); “He is the same, yes-
terday and forever” (Hebrews 13:8).
With this in mind, we can surely know
that what is prophesied to soon take
place with the House of Joseph that is
spoken of in the prophetic books of
the Bible will soon take place!

The Reality of God—The question
begs: Do we really believe in the reali-
ty of God’s existence? Everyone will
say, “Surely, I do!” We say this with
our words, but the lack of real rever-
ent FEAR of disobeying Him leads to
disbelief of those words!

If we really do believe in God, then
we would FEAR to disobey Him!
This would then lead to making the
needed and necessary changes that
would place us under God’s protec-
tion now and in the future. This is
something to really think about!

If we really believe in the reality of
God, then we would also believe
what God’s Holy Bible tells us! It
teaches there will be only the remnant of the
Philadelphia Era of God’s true Church, the ONE true
Church (Matthew 16:18), that will be graced to escape the
terrible times even now coming on this nation (Revela-
tion 3:7-13). Think about two of the scriptures in this let-
ter from Jesus Christ:

“I know your works. See I have set before you an
Open Door, and no one can shut it;
for you have a little strength
(Habakkuk 1:5; 3:2), have KEPT My
Word (the fullness of the restored doctrinal
teachings by Jesus Christ through His late
apostle into His Church, Malachi 4:4-6;
Matthew 17:8-9), and have NOT denied
My Name (by moving away from one or
more of these teachings)” (Revelation 3:8).

“Because you have KEPT My
command to PERSEVERE, I also will KEEP YOU from
the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole
world to TEST those who dwell on the earth”
(Revelation 3:10; Matthew 24:21).

Church of God, Faithful Flock—This tiny congrega-
tion is being used by Jesus Christ to support His Work,
His Gospel that is now going forth to this world by use
of websites, while using the same man, Mr. Herbert W.
Armstrong, his voice and his writings to do it. You say,
“Unbelievable and impossible!!!”—but, nevertheless, this is
true (Habakkuk 1:5), and time will prove this truth.

And because of faithfulness and loyalty to Jesus Christ,
and His TRUE TEACHINGS, as taught by Christ through Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong, the Elect of His faithful and true
Church (this includes approximately 7,000 scattered brethren,
Romans 11:1-5, 7) will be the only ones who will have the

promised protection from the horrors soon to come on
Israel (Revelation 3:7-13; 12:13-16)!

Left behind will be the Laodicean and Sardis members
to endure the horrors that are even now beginning to fall
on the House of Joseph by the fury of nature, terror-
ists, etc. (Revelation 3:14-22;12:17; Ezekiel 7:12, 26).

I sincerely urge you to study the following Book and
compare the teachings in it with the teachings of wherever
you now are. If they do not match, then make the good and
needed change NOW, before it comes to be too late. Time is
running out! All I can do is write with pleading letters while pray-

ing for you, which I do. However,
the ultimate decision is yours
and yours alone, as it is with me.

The Mystery of the Ages
Jesus Christ led His apostle

and the promised Elijah—His
teacher—to write the last book
of his life, THE MYSTERY OF
THE AGES, to be A REMINDER of
all of the doctrinal teachings
Christ RESTORED within His
Church through him. By the
use of this original unedited
book with the Holy Bible, His

people should be enabled to recognize the strong decep-
tion that is now on His Church by Satan the devil and
keep themselves from it.

The Ten Commandments Book
This is a fairly new book and can be read or down-

loaded from our website (www.cog-ff.com). It continues to
fully support what Jesus Christ used His Promised Elijah

of the End-time to restore: the Ten Commandments,
Statutes and Judgments, along with the original Doctrinal
Teachings (Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).

The Three Elijah’s book
The book of The Three Elijahs can be read on our

website (www.cog-ff.com) or downloaded from it. This
book makes known how these Three Men were used by
God to perform basically the same responsibilities and
for the same reasons.

God had ample reason for these three men to have the
same name as Elijah. And, though John the Baptizer and Mr.
Armstrong had their own names, they were “. . . to go forth
before Him (Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of
Elijah” (Luke 1:16-17). The identity of the end-time Elijah is
established therein with Biblical proof and by his fruits.

The Philadelphia Remnant
To be kept informed from a Biblical perspective of the

meaning of the continued record-breaking disasters in
the nations of Israel and other major problems that are
now coming closer together, we offer freely a subscrip-
tion to our magazine. It can also be read on our website
(www.cog-ff.com).

http://bodyofchristonline.us • http://cog-ff.com • http://www.ezekielwatchman.org
P.O. Box 130 • Valley Springs, CA 95252 • (209) 772-0737

The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’sWarning Message

The quotes and pictures above are intended for educational purposes only.
Entire contents © 2013 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copy-
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“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near; . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5).

Above: This is a new book recently completed and can
be read or downloaded from our website (www.cog-
ff.com). This book continues to support what Jesus
Christ used His Promised Elijah of the End-time to re-
store: the Ten Commandments, Statutes and Judgments,
and related areas, along with the original Doctrinal
Teachings (Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11; Jude 3).
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IN 2014 WILL YOU WAIT, AS DID THE DISCIPLES, TILL THE DAY OF PENTECOST IS FULLY COME?

1. Waiting till Pentecost was fully come
In 2014 will you observe Pentecost on Sunday
June 8, which is the day of Pentecost HWA
adopted from 1974? In 2014 this day falls on
Sivan 10, which happens to be 4 days after the
Jewish date for Shavuot (Pentecost), namely
Sivan 6 and three days after the correct Jewish
calendar date of Sivan 7.

Or will you, as did the Apostles in 30 AD
(Acts 2:1), wait till the correct day of Pentecost
is fully come on Sivan 7, which in 2014 will be
Thursday June 5?

Just as Judaism is one day out on Passover,
which they observe on Abib 15 instead of the
commanded Abib 14 (Num 9:1-3), they are
also one day out on Pentecost (Shavuot), which
they observe on Sivan 6 instead of Sivan 7.

It is plain from Acts 2:1 that the apostles
waited till the Jewish Sivan-6 Shavuot day had
passed and the correct day of Pentecost, Sivan
7, was fully come.

As will be shown in this article, it is not a
question of whether Pentecost should be on
Sunday or Monday but rather that it is observed
on Sivan 7 as it was for the Pentecost Assembly
at Mt Sinai during Exodus year-1.

Pentecost of Exodus year-1 was also the day on
which the Most High LORD God married his
Wife Israel at Mt Sinai. It was the Day of the
Assembly at Mt Sinai. It is a feast day because
Moses and Aaron told Pharaoh, “. . . Thus saith
the LORD God of Israel, Let my people go, that
they may hold a feast unto me in the wilder-
ness” (Exod 5:1).

Readers should study the article, Are You
Quite Sure You Know Which God was the Cre-
ator and LORD God of the Old Testament?”,
which appeared on page 14 of Issue 155 of The
Journal (Sept-Oct 2013).

Exodus 20 describes the day of the Assem-
bly and is the first occurrence of the Feast of
Weeks (Pentecost), which the Jews call Sha-
vuot and recognize being that Assembly. It is
the second of the three annual feasts mentioned
in Deuteronomy 16:16.

2. The Importance of Exodus 19:10-13
Exodus chapter 19:10-13 mentions three days,
which I will refer to as, Day-1, Day-2 and Day-
3. The Assembly (Pentecost) was on Day-3 and
God instructed Israel to prepare for this by
washing their clothes and erecting a fence
around Mt Sinai on Day-1 and Day-2.

Remember that Day-3 was Pentecost, which
the former Worldwide Church under HWA ob-
served from the mid-1930s to 1974 always on a
Monday and from 1974 always on a Sunday.

If HWA was correct before 1974 that the
Day-3 Pentecost is always on a Monday, then
Day-1 would have been a Saturday and if he
was correct from 1974 that the Day-3 Pentecost
is always on a Sunday, then Day-2 would have
been a Saturday.

Therefore regardless whether the Exodus
year-1 Pentecost on Day-3 was a Monday or a
Sunday, God would have told Israel to work on
the weekly Sabbath by washing their clothes
and erecting a fence around Mt Sinai.

Since God did not allow Israel to collect even
manna on a Sabbath, it is clear that for Exodus
year-1 the Day-3 Pentecost Assembly could not
have been either a Monday or a Sunday.

For a more complete explanation readers are
referred to my paper P4, which shows in sever-
al ways that the Exodus year-1 Pentecost fell on
the weekly Sabbath of Sivan 7. That therefore
God asked Israel to wash their clothes and erect
a fence on Thursday Sivan 5 (Day-1) and Friday
Sivan 6 (Day-2) in readiness for the Day-3

Assembly on the weekly Sabbath of Sivan 7.
Some artful dodgers of this Truth have

claimed that God did not ask for a fence to be
built but He ordered Israel to wash their
clothes! These claim that God asked a circle to
be drawn around the mountain. Yet how would
that stop Israel’s cattle, men women and chil-
dren from straying on the Mountain? Note how
God insisted on this (Exod 19:13, 23) to avoid
the death of both man and beast that may stray
up the mountain.

The apostles waited in Jerusalem till the day
of Pentecost was fully come. This suggests
they waited for the Jewish Sivan-6 Shavuot to
end before they observed Pentecost correctly
on Sivan 7.

3. HWA’s various Pentecost dates
Of HWA’s three attempts to set the date for
Pentecost, the most consistent and almost cor-
rect one was his original Jewish Sivan-6 Sha-
vuot (Pentecost).

When HWA changed to a permanent Mon-
day Pentecost this resulted in holding Pentecost
for different years on Sivan 6, 7, 9 or 11. At
least for the occasional year he then held Pente-
cost correctly on Sivan 7.

When HWA changed in 1974 to a permanent
Sunday Pentecost, he observed Pentecost on
Sivan 5, 6, 8 or 10 and so never again on the
correct Sivan 7. In 2014 Sunday-Pentecost ob-
servers will observe Pentecost on Sivan 10,
which is 3 days after the correct Sivan 7 and
should cause readers to think.

The Crucifixion year was a Wednesday Pass-
over year and for such years HWA observed
Pentecost before 1974 on Sivan 9 and from
1974 on Sivan 8. Since these are 3 and 2 days
after the Jewish Sivan-6 Shavuot, it is clear that
these dates invented by HWA do not fit the
Apostles’ wait till the day of Pentecost is fully
come (Acts 2:1); whereas a Sivan-7 Pentecost
fits that verse.

4. Counting Inclusively or Exclusively?
Lev 23:9-11 defines the WSO as the day after a
Sabbath, which raises the question, Is it a week-
ly Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened
Bread (FUB) or is it the Abib-15 annual Sab-
bath that begins the FUB?

Lev 23:15-16 defines a 7-week count plus 1
day, which is a total count of 50 days from the
WSO. This raises the further question, Should
the count be inclusive or exclusive of the WSO?

Judaism places the WSO on Abib 16 which
is the day after the Abib-15 holy day annual
Sabbath and calls this Omer 1 and then counts
50 days inclusively from this Abib-16 Omer 1
(WSO) to their Sivan-6 Shavuot. To reach a
Sivan-7 Shavuot would have required an exclu-
sive 50-day count from Abib 16 (Omer 1) by
starting the count on what Judaism calls Omer
2 and which is Abib 17.

My paper P4 shows in several ways that Pen-
tecost always falls on Sivan 7 and that therefore
Judaism’s Sivan 6 is one day short of this.

5. Placing WSO after the wrong Sabbath
In the mid-1930s HWA decided to place the
WSO after the weekly Sabbath that falls during
the 7-day FUB and to count exclusively from
there to Pentecost. This resulted in a fixed
Monday Pentecost observance. In 1974 HWA
changed to an inclusive count that resulted in a
fixed Sunday Pentecost observance.

As shown in Section 2 neither method
works because during Exodus year-1 for both
God would have had to tell Israel to work on
the weekly Sabbath, which clearly God would
not have done.

If the Exodus year-1 Pentecost could not
have been on either a Monday or a Sunday,
then in our day we should not have adopted ei-
ther a permanent Monday or a permanent Sun-
day Pentecost observance.

Judaism correctly places Omer 1 (WSO)
after the Abib-15 annual Sabbath or holy day
but Judaism errs in making Abib-16 or Omer 1
the first day of the 50-day count. The first day of
the count should be the day after Omer 1, which
is Abib 17 and which the Jews call Omer 2.

The Bible does not support HWA’s choice of
placing WSO after a weekly Sabbath and so he
was following a private doctrine. This he usu-
ally avoided but somehow his judgment failed
him on this occasion.

My paper P4 shows the Jews chose the cor-
rect Sabbath, namely the Abib-15 annual Sab-
bath or holy day. Therefore they placed the
WSO (Omer 1) on Abib 16 but instead of
counting 50 days exclusively from Omer 1
(WSO), that is starting the count on Aib 17,
they counted inclusively starting the count on
their Abib-16 Omer 1 (WSO). Had Judaism ap-
plied an exclusive count starting on Abib 17,
then Shavuot would have been Sivan 7 instead
of their current Sivan 6.

6. Is the Abib 15 holy day a Sabbath?
Lev 23:15-16 tells us to count 50 days from the
day after the WSO, which in turn is after some
Sabbath. This raises the question, Which Sab-
bath is being referred to?

Judaism claims it is the Abib-15 annual Sab-
bath (holy day) that begins the FUB but HWA
decided it was the weekly Sabbath that falls
during the 7-day FUB.

Some object to Judaism’s choice of the
Abib-15 annual Sabbath as the reference
Sabbath for the 50-day count. They claim that
Lev 23:15 uses the same Hebrew word (Strong
H7676) as is used in Lev 23:3 for the weekly
Sabbath and that a related but slightly different
word (H7677) is used for annual Sabbaths—for
example in Lev 23:24 for the annual Sabbath
(holy day) of Trumpets.

That therefore the use of H7676 in Lev
23:15 marks that the reference is to a weekly
Sabbath and not to a annual Sabbath and so ap-
parently ruling out Judaism’s use of the Abib-
15 annual Sabbath.

However, Leviticus 23:32 does use H7676
for the annual Sabbath of Atonement. This means
that annual Sabbaths can be referred to by not
only H7677 but also by H7676.

Besides in the NT John 19:31 refers with
‘Sabbath’ to the day after the Abib-14 Cruci-
fixion and which is the Abib-15 annual
Sabbath. In the NT ‘Sabbath’ is a term normal-
ly used for weekly Sabbaths and again we see a
holy day referred to as a Sabbath.

Therefore the objection has no biblical basis
and there is no reason for objecting to Juda-
ism’s placing the WSO after the Abib-15 annu-
al Sabbath holy day.

7. HWA’s twin rules for WSO
However, HWA’s choice of placing the WSO
after a weekly Sabbath leads immediately to
serious difficulties for years when the 7th-day
of FUB is a weekly Sabbath.

For such years the WSO would fall outside
the FUB and HWA decided that for such years
a second rule is needed. Since for such years
the Abib-14 Passover falls on a weekly
Sabbath, he decided to place for such years the
WSO after the Abib-14 Passover.

This requirement for a second rule is not
even referred to in the Bible and that should
have alerted HWA that something is wrong.

Indeed an immediate consequence of plac-
ing WSO after the Abib-14 Passover is that for
such years the WSO falls on the Abib-15 annu-
al Sabbath or holy day. HWA did not recognize
that this meant for those years that Israel would
have to put their sickles to the corn to cut not
only the wave sheaf but also to cut enough corn
to feed the entire nation.

Section 9 below explains how this violates
the weekly Sabbath and here it would similarly
violate the Abib-15 annual Sabbath.

It is clear that HWA’s reference weekly Sab-
bath and its attendant twin rules must be re-
placed with Judaism’s Abib-15 annual Sabbath
but coupled to an exclusive 50-day count. That
would ensure that Pentecost falls on Sivan 7;
which is the day the Apostles waited for to fully
come after Judaism’s Sivan-6 Shavuot had
ended (Acts 2:1).

8. Key scriptures for counting Pentecost
For a correct Pentecost we must consider apart
from Lev 23:15-22 also Exod 19:1, 10-13 (see
Section 2 above), Deut 16:9 and Joshua 5:10-12.

My paper P4 shows that in year-1 of the
Conquest of Canaan that Joshua 5:10-12
reveals the date of the WSO. For example,
Joshua 5:10 marks the Abib-14 Passover day
and verse 12 shows that two days after, on Abib
16, they ate the fresh corn of the land for that
year. This means this Abib 16 was the WSO
(Lev 23:15-22). This again shows that Judaism
correctly places the WSO on the day after the
Abib-15 annual Sabbath. Paper P4 gives other
interesting details that appear to have been for-
gotten by post-apostolic Christendom.

9. A necessary calendar restriction!
One of those details is the necessity of at least
one of the three Jewish calendar restrictions and
this is explained in Section 3.8 of paper P4. This
shows that there is good reason for restricting
the calendar so that the Abib-16 WSO does not
fall on a weekly Sabbath during the FUB.

The reason being that on the Abib-16 WSO
day Israel had to put the sickle to the corn
(Deut 16:9) to provide not only the wave sheaf
but also enough corn to feed Israel with fresh
produce because the manna ceased on that
Abib 16 (Josh 5:12).

Since this requires a substantial amount of
work, this could not be done on a weekly Sab-
bath. Therefore the calendar restriction that
stops the Abib-16 WSO falling on a weekly
Sabbath is necessary. So let no one argue that
this calendar restriction is unjustified!

10. The Lord Jesus was not a WSO!
HWA taught that when Jesus warned Mary
Magdalene in John 17:20 (KJV) not to touch
Him that this was to allow Jesus to present
Himself to His Father as a pure untouched
Wave Sheaf Offering. However, the Greek of
this verse shows that rather Jesus told Mary to
stop clinging unto Him. She had not only
touched Him but was hanging onto Him.
Probably to avoid His falling again into the
hands of the Jewish officials.

Besides that year the Abib-14 Passover day
was on a Wednesday and so the Abib-16 WSO
was on Friday, on which day Jesus was still
dead in the grave.

Therefore it was impossible for Jesus to have
been the Wave Sheaf Offering. My paper P1,
Laodicea’s Lamp! essays why HWA was not
given to know these several errors.

The papers referred to above are freely avail-
able by writing to Henk Jens, P.O. Box 121,
Belmore, NSW, 2192, Australia or at my Inter-
net Homepage www.rightly-dividing.net.

The former Worldwide Church of God observed Pentecost initially as Judaism’s Shavuot which falls on the 6th day of their (3rd) month Sivan. That was the closest Mr Armstrong (HWA)
got to the correct date for Pentecost because he soon switched to a quite different way of determining Pentecost for his pre-1974 Monday and then his post-1974 Sunday Pentecost. Yet the
only thing Judaism got wrong is their way of counting the 50 days to Shavuot. This is examined in depth in the study paper P4, On Sivan 7 Pentecost Was Fully Come! The problem is dis-
cussed in the article below and although Pentecost Sivan 7 is still many months away, it is recommended that interested readers start studying this now. The problem is that the Bible does
not give a date for Pentecost and does not specify from which Sabbath to reference the 50 day count. I show below that the 3 days of Exodus 19:10-13 show that HWA got both his Monday
and Sunday Pentecosts wrong. Readers will protest that there was no need to build a fence around the mountain and that merely drawing a circle around the mountain would keep cattle
and man off the mountain but please think about that for a moment! People will believe anything once they enter into a doctrinal denial mode.
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I n Part 2 I described how
there is coming a “great
earthquake” that will be the
beginning of the “end

times” prophecies.
Along with this great earth-

quake, there will be volcanic
activity. I pointed out that the
“smoke and ashes” from these
volcanoes will spew out smoke
and ashes high into the upper
atmosphere, but, basically,
only over the territory of the
northern latitudes, in which areas
many of the peoples and nations
of Israel reside.

This smoke and ash, will darken
the sun so that the growing of
food for man and beast will
become nearly impossible, thus
triggering a great time of famine.
This usage of the forces of the
earth by the Spirit realm of
heaven, will be the beginning of
Israel’s punishments for their sins.

At the same time, I pointed out
that there will be a great work of
the Philadelphia church of Reve-
lation 2:7-12 that will warn
Israel’s peoples, and most Gentiles
as well, of this coming calamity.

At the same time this work will
show Israelites their means of
escape—just as the True Prophets
came into the northern tribes of

Israel in Old Covenant times and
warned them of the coming, final
invasion of the Assyrian armies.
Thus the nations were allowed to
“escape,” with basically all of
their possessions and citizens.

I closed Part 2 by showing that
I would now bring the introducto-
ry material into a relationship to
what Scripture actually says
regarding these coming times,
thus putting things into a proper
perspective.

First, where in Scripture do we
find evidence of this coming
“Great Earthquake”? We find it in
Revelation 6:12-14: “. . . When he
had opened the sixth seal, lo,
there was a great earthquake, and
the sun became black [from the
smoke and ashes of the volcanic
activity] . . . and the moon became
as blood! And the stars of heaven
fell . . . and every mountain
[range] and island [in the oceans]

were moved out of their place!”
Note that this “first” earth-

quake of Revelation is but the
beginning of the fulfillment of the
words of Psalm 104:30: “. . . And
you renew the face of the earth!”

That means that the earth itself
will pretty much return to the con-
ditions it was in prior to the great
Flood of Genesis.

Note that this first earthquake
only begins the series. The other
earthquakes mentioned in Reve-

lation will be used to finish the
great return of the earth to its
re-creation form of Genesis 1.
Mountain ranges will shift, being
prepared for them to return to the
interior of the earth, from whence
they came.

The “islands being moved”
simply means that the earth’s sur-
face beneath the oceans will begin
to rise, thus forming land masses
where islands are presently located.

Moving on, this first upheaval
of the earth will cause multiple
millions of Israelites and Gentiles
living in the northern latitudes
to migrate from their present loca-
tions—just as they were warned
they should do by the ministry of
the coming of the “real”
Philadelphia church.

But where do we find these
“millions” within Scripture? Well,
they are to be found in Revelation
7. These are the “144,000 of the

tribes of Israel [the sealed ones],
and the Great Multitude which no
man could number [the unsealed
ones] . . .”!

There is a corresponding scrip-
ture regarding the migration of
these “sealed and not sealed”
peoples mentioned in the above
words. It is Zechariah 2:6: “Ho, ho.
Come forth, and FLEE FROM THE LAND

OF THE NORTH . . .”! The peoples of
Revelation 7:4-9 are the same

peoples that we find “fleeing from
the land of the north.”

As we will see in the future
parts of this article, Israel, in Old
Covenant times, was forced to
“flee from their homelands” and
were “spread abroad.”

But they were protected and
were not there when the armies of
Assyria arrived.

They were allowed to escape
said punishment. And they were
not “persecuted” in the areas they
went to. So will it be in the future.

However, instead of Israelites
being “spread abroad,” the great
majority will return to a part of
the area from which they were
originally removed. They will
be “returning home.” Or at the
least they will return to a part of
said home.

To this point we have seen the
future happenings to the peoples
of Israel. But what of the Gentiles
when Israel ceases to be an influ-
ence in world affairs?

This I begin to cover in Part 4.
As the reader will see, the future
of the Gentile powers (especially
those nations of Continental
Europe and the Arab peoples) will
be nothing like what the past and
present false prophets are trying
to tell us.

Prophecy Today

— Ray E. Daly • rayedaly@bis.midco.net —

The upheaval will cause multiple millions of
Israelites and Gentiles in the northern latitudes to

migrate from their present locations.

I n Part 3 I pointed out how
the “great earthquake” of
Revelation 6:12-14 will
begin to affect the earth

and also how it will affect the
nations of Israel living within the
northern latitudes!

Zechariah 2:6 says there will be
a “fleeing from the land of the
north,” it will be the “darkening”
of the sun, and subsequent threat
of famine that will cause many
millions of Israelites to leave their
present nations. Revelation 7:4-9
describes who these “fleeing from
the north” peoples are.

This fleeing 144,000, and the
great multitude, will eventually
wind up in Jerusalem and the area
of what was originally Judaea—
and perhaps in some of the north-
ern territory of Israel.

The question is, How is it that
they will be able to settle in that
area? After all, when they arrive
said lands will be basically vacant
of people.

The answer is found in my con-
clusion of Part 3, in which I ask,
What will the Gentile powers be
doing during this period? For it
will be the Gentile powers that
will make today’s Israel vacant.

Note that the Gentile powers
that will come to the forefront as

soon as Israel ceases to be a fac-
tor will not oppose those migrants
who seek to enter the Promised
Land. In fact, they will actually be
encouraging them to come.

But how and why?
I will now cover a couple of

scriptures that tell us why the
Gentiles will welcome and encour-
age millions of Israelites to settle
in their former lands.

As mentioned, we find the rea-
son for the “fleeing” revealed to

us in Revelation 6:12-14. As we
continue to read in this chapter,
we will find the reasons why the
Gentiles will encourage and aid
the returning Israelites and the
gentiles with them.

Verse 15: And the [Gentile]
kings of the earth [etc. and et al.]
. . . hid themselves in the dens and
in the rocks of the mountains”!
The answer is not found in the
previous verses. Rather, it is found

in the next two verses.
Revelation 6:16-17: “And

[they] said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of him that sits on
the throne, and from the wrath of
the Lamb.”

These two beings are first
revealed to us in Psalm 110:1:
“And, the LORD [#3068, YeHoVaH,
or he who is ‘seated on the
throne’] said to my Lord [#113,
Adon. Or, the ‘Lamb’], Sit at my

right hand until I make your ene-
mies your footstools.”

It seems that only the Gentile
powers will see this “sign from
heaven.” There are two major
points to consider in the above
words.

First, most of the peoples on
earth will be well aware of the
warning message of the coming
Philadelphia church. They will have
been told clearly of the great

earthquake and the expected
results of it and of the warning
message to the peoples of Israel
to flee at the first sign of said
earthquake.

Second, and the most
important point, is that both of
the military and religious powers
of Continental Europe (that are
led by the religious system of
Rome), and the Gentiles of the
Arab-influenced nations (which
are led by the religious system

of Mecca), and a few other
religion-led nations on earth, are
expecting the coming of their own
personal Messiah.

In Europe’s case, it is someone
by the name of “Jesus”—though
in their case the Jesus they are
expecting to return is but a
substituted name for their real
“Messiah/Savior,” who goes by
many names.

The most common name is “Sol

Invictus, or the common name,
Mithras.” I do not recall the name
of the Messiah of Islam and do
not know the name of the other
religions.

But in each case of the others
the more-common individual is
the same as that of the
Europeans’ name.

There will come a time when
the above Gentile powers will, for
a time at least, unite, with one
common goal: to prepare their
peoples for the time of the return
of their Messiah.

Whether that time comes with
their “seeing the sign,” or
whether it will begin earlier in an
effort to resist the powers of
Israel’s peoples, time will tell.

However, since Jerusalem
is the focal point for the two
biggest powers, Europe and the
Arab powers, it will be one of their
goals to make that city accessible
for the return of the “Lamb/
Messiah”—meaning the removal
of the “squatters” living there
today: the Edomite Jews and the
illegal Palestinians. They will
certainly see to it that those
peoples are removed.

Part 5 will present some
scriptures that show this to be
carried out.

The military and religious powers of Continental
Europe and the Gentiles of the Arab-influenced

nations are expecting their own personal Messiah.

— PART 3 —

— PART 4 —
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Ben Bagdikian, for his 1983 book Media
Monopoly, was called an alarmist for say-

ing 50 corporations controlled the vast majority
of US news media. Its 1992 4th edition stated
two dozen control the US mass media of books,
magazines, movies, newspapers, records,
videos, wire services, photo agencies, radio and
TV stations. In his 2004 book The New Media
Monopoly he lists just Time Warner, Disney,
Murdoch’s News, Bertelsmann of Germany
and Viacom (was CBS).

Despite this, national TV news 6-7-13
showed Bush lied, NSA spied on US citizens in
all communications to fight terrorism. While a
candidate, Obama was shown criticizing Bush
for this, but later did the same. Leaders of Con-
gress knew but kept quiet.

While Israelis instigated and profited from
911, and were not hurt by it, other insiders prof-
ited as well like Cheney. He was put in charge
of jet intercepts just before 911, but ordered
none when most needed! And was not repri-
manded at least! Who put him in charge?!

Babylon banksters
On 2-26-2011 Former Canadian Minister of

National Defense Paul Hellyer spoke “The
world financial system is a total fraud. It is one
gargantuan Ponzi scheme.” Goldsmiths saved a
depositor’s gold or silver. They found they
could lend to others more than they had in their
vaults, just reserving enough to pay back a rare
customer. Eventually, bankers reserved 1 part
and lent out 20, making lots of money. They
also received real value when someone default-
ed and they gained the collateral. This ploy
from using virtual money, or money out of thin
air. They bribed politicians to make this legal.

On a larger scale, nations received loans the
same way. If they could not pay the interest, the
IMF loaned them more to keep them afloat. But
under austerity measures to cut services to citi-
zens and allow their utilities to be taken over by
corporations that charged higher prices. So the
average citizen was much worse off.

The world system is like an inflated balloon
with no means of deflating. Cycles of boom and
depressions are also designed by the power
elite, so these insiders can gain more when
most everyone else is hurting.

Former director of the Bank of England
Baron Stamp said “Banking was conceived in
iniquity and was born in sin. The Bankers own
the earth. Take it away from them, but leave
them the power to create money . . . [and] they
will create enough money to buy it back again
. . . However, take that power away from them
and all the great fortunes like mine will disap-
pear . . . this would be a happier and better
world to live in. But if you wish to remain the
slaves of Bankers and pay the cost of your own
slavery, let them continue to create money.”

To further gain profit, the elite set up the
Federal Reserve (a private company like Federal
Express) to print US money and charge interest
to taxpayers. And collection of income tax and
the IRS to enforce it, though not set up legally.
The richest people and corporations pay little or
no tax, by loopholes in the law they gained by
bribing lawmakers with campaign funds. The
Federal Reserve sets the national interest rate, so
can manipulate US finance and the world.

[President Garfield in 1881 said “Whoever
controls a nation’s money supply shapes its des-
tiny.” The Rothschilds did by then in the US.
They funded the start of the US and so got the
Illuminati logo as US Great Seal, hidden over
100 years. And depicted in the Rotunda by the
god Mercury financing Americans.]

Jewish, Mason rule of the world
Judaism is Mystery Babylon, of most all the

world (Rev 12:9). The Jewish Encyclopedia
states “heads of gnostic schools and founders
of gnostic systems are designated as Jews by
the Church Fathers. Some derive all heresies
including those of gnosticism, from Judaism . . .
Hebrew words and names of God provide the
skeleton for several gnostic systems.”

Bobby Fischer said America “is totally under
control of the Jews . . . There is no United States
as people think of it. It’s just a puppet in the
Jews’ hands . . . US government and American
Jewry are virtually interchangeable.” Or as Ralph
Nader put it, an Israeli puppet master meets with
the Israeli puppet US president and Congress and
takes back billions of taxpayer dollars.

Mercury magazine 1957 wrote “The invisible

money power is working to control and enslave
mankind. It financed Communism, Fascism,
Marxism, Zionism and Socialism. All of these are
directed to making the US a member of World
Government.” Now, 7 Jewish Americans run the
majority of US TV networks, printed press and
publishing, the recording and movie industries.

Universal Jewish Encyclopedia: “The
Jewish religion as it is today traces its descent,
without a break through all the centuries from
the Pharisees.” Told in Rep. Louis McFadden’s
1934 radio speech: “for nigh 60 years the Jews
have surely and rapidly though almost invisibly
climbed to the heights of government where
from the masses are ruled. Politically, finan-
cially and economically they have seized the
reigns of governments of all nations and their
invasion in the realms of social, educational
and religious fields not less important.”

He claimed the Great Depression was
planned by international bankers to profit from
the suffering of millions. That the Federal
Reserve is privately owned by them. [Creates
fiat money, charges taxpayers for this which
they could do without, so creates national debt,
above $16.8 trillion now.] That the Communist
takeover of Russia was financed by it, and huge
amounts of gold were stolen from US gold
deposits by the bankers to finance Hitler’s rise.

The state of Israel has walled off where Pales-
tinians live to choke them off and gain their land,
while claiming publicly to pursue peace. Since
most Israelis are not of God’s Chosen people,
they do not have divine claim on the Holy Land.
And have made it into an unholy land of perver-
sion. They reject Christ as their Messiah.

Most all nations’ rulers are top Masons and
give each other a Masonic handshake, posed for
the camera. National flags, coats of arms and so
on are designed by Masons expressing Mystery
Babylon symbols and meanings of ancient
mystery religions. These Masons collude to fur-
ther Satan’s agenda (though all want to be top
dog). Jesuits rule all of them and assassinate
those who get out of line (as 7 US presidents).

Masonry is based on Judaism. Rabbi Isaac
Wise stated “Freemasonry is a Jewish estab-
lishment whose history, grades, official ap-
pointments, passwords and explanations are
Jewish from beginning to end.” Though most
who claim to be Jews are not really Jews (of
Judah), but Khazars who developed the mod-
ern world financial system.

The Rothschilds started and own most of
Israel. Using their name for flag design or hexa-
gram meaning 666. They designed its supreme
court building with fertility symbols and Eye.
Jerusalem is now the top evil city for sex trade,
porn, gay rights, pedophiles, racism (Rev 11:8).
Smallest state to have nuclear weapons, and
Jews claim if they cannot win a nuclear war
they will take the world down with them. As
Jesus said, only the good Samaritan helped,
while Jews hated their neighbor.

Liberty Statue = Mother
of Harlots

Made by Masons in France for Masons in
USA. Only Masons attended their pagan corn,
wine and oil ritual of laying the cornerstone of
this Roman goddess Libertas (see Wikipedia
article on her).

“National Park Service librarian Barry Mo-
reno at the Statue of Liberty said many scholars
believe the statue is a visual representation of a
Roman goddess . . . 120 years ago Roman Cath-
olics objected to New Yorkers making obeisance
to a 151-foot-high heathen goddess smack in the
middle of New York Harbor.” Though Catholics
have many idols in their cathedrals!

The Statue of Liberty is “a modern version
of the Colossus of Rhodes, depicting the Greek
sun god Helios . . . holding a torch high in one
hand . . . also represented as an All-Seeing Eye,
just as the Illuminati is.” The poem by Liberty
is titled The New Colossus. At first Liberty was
to have a cup and scarlet robes (Rev 17:4-5),
but a light for a lighthouse was needed and
color was too costly. Her cup was made, but
sold to the Czar of Russia. Her torch is made
like ancient cups with a handle on the bottom.
Her designer, Auguste Bartholdi, was seeking a
commission to make a giant statue of goddess
Isis, Egyptian Queen of Heaven, for the Suez
Canal, a robed woman holding a torch aloft.

The Congressional Medal of Honor Society
uses a 5-point star and Minerva and states:
“Minerva, the Roman goddess of wisdom and

war . . . In 1965 the Air Force MOH was creat-
ed and replaced Minerva with the head of the
Statue of Liberty . . . derived from the imagery
of Semiramis, wife of Nimrod and Queen of
Babylon.”

See online Mark Dice’s article or video
about Liberty representing Lucifer, its head ap-
pears to be male. Manly Hall called it the Sun
Man or Savior [Antichrist].

False Jews build Temple of God?
Could the Rothschilds build the Temple?

Compare this to Herod the Great who was Idu-
mian (Edomite as most ‘Jews’). He ruled Jeru-
salem under the Romans, erected many buildings,
as the rebuilt Temple. Considered God’s Temple
despite him killing babies in Bethlehem.

The core of worship had been right, though
later Jesus said the Pharisees had turned His Fa-
ther’s house into a den of thieves (Mat 23:29-36).
Even He accused them of shedding all the righ-
teous blood of the past, but evidently was refer-
ring to being spiritual children of Satan who did
this, past leaders in Israel and Judah who killed
the prophets of God. Note that He accused Jeru-
salem of these very crimes (23:37), and why the
Temple was destroyed in 70 AD. Pharisees, though
of Mystery Babylon, conducted Temple services
in Jesus’ time. He told people in Mat 23:2-4 to
observe what they did (from the Bible), but not
what they said (oral tradition from Babylon).

A small minority of Jews control religious
activity in Israel now (most all are not outward-
ly religious). So most businesses and public
transportation are closed Sabbaths (24:15-20).

Over $25 million was spent on the Temple so
far (Rev 11:1-2). Some Levites practice animal
sacrifices and are kept clean. The man of sin
will sit in the Temple of God showing himself
as God. His statue or idol likeness placed there
(2 Th 2:4) as Antiochus put a statue of himself
as Zeus in the Temple.

Israel now is anti-Christian. It is unlawful to
give out the New Testament or proselytize with
it. Christians are not permitted to pray on the
Temple Mount. Though Israelis get plenty of
money from professing Christians to support
the Holy Land, as well as donations from the
US government.

Johnthewitness.wordpress.com
This website says Jerusalem is Babylon (so it

is at least very much like it, or a part of it). Jeru-
salem has 7 hills and exported $80 billion in
2010. Chariots can mean war vehicles, and Israel
has high sales in tanks. Crop production is up de-
spite the desert area. The Vatican does not grow
crops or manufacture, only sells souvenirs.

Israel is the most hated nation. Corruption is
rampant, many police and government officials
act with criminals [as other nations]. Regarding
Rev 18:13 “White slave trade now earns $1 bil-
lion annually in Israel.” Over 20,000 female sex
slaves are forced into prostitution each year,
mostly of former Soviet Union. Sold at public
auction, work up to 18 hours/day, 4 sleep in one
bed in 4 shifts, earn only 3% of their wages, are
beaten and raped. Were lured by promises of sec-
retarial jobs. Police are powerless without law
against prostitution and slavery! So Jerusalem is
Mother of Harlots and abominations.

Regarding Rev 18:24—great city guilty of
shedding blood of God’s prophets and saints:
Jews killed 66 million in Russian takeover, and
more in taking China. But slaying Abel? Jesus
described similarly when referring to Jerusalem
(Mat 23:29, 35; the spirit of Antichrist). (Jesus
also described the Pharisees similarly (Luke
11:47-51), as Paul when a Pharisee persecuted
and killed Christians.)

[The most wicked city today? Even The Je-
rusalem Report 11-13-1997 wrote that Jerusa-
lem is Lawless. Israel walls off ‘intruders’ by
concrete walls and ‘chokes’ off Palestinians,
like Babylon’s thick and high walls. (In the
future, it will be unwalled (Eze 38:11).]

Babylon world rule by Globalists
Men join Freemasonry to get ahead in the

world—a ploy by Satan. To gain power, but
requires they sacrifice or bow to him (Mat 4:8-
9), beginning with oaths to false gods in the
lower degrees. Many Masons openly admit they
continue the ancient mystery religions. Albert
Pike claimed top Masons worship Lucifer. He
was a Confederate general and started the KKK.

“Freemasonry is the secret ‘religion’ of the
modern world. That’s why its obelisks and other

symbols dot our cities and are featured as logos
of cities and corporations . . . The logo for Time
Warner is a variation on the Eye of Horus.” Eze
8:5-16 show secret evil practice of the elite,
while they publicly appear not too bad.

Generational Satanists rule nations under de-
mons, under Satan. Win with any party. Though in
the US win with the one candidate with the most
blue blood (until Bush and Kerry, but they are
cousins and belong to the same exclusive Skull
and Bones Club of Satanic rituals and death).

The world financial system is based on an-
cient Babylon, and on illicit drug trade, profit-
ing on the addiction of millions. So big corpo-
rations are hooked on it too, and big banks laun-
der the dirty money. The world economic sys-
tem would collapse if this stopped.

Judaism is Mystery Babylon, the religion ex-
iled Jews picked up in Babylon, and advanced to
further Satan’s counterfeit to rule in place of
Christ, later to thwart Christians. Jesus told chief
priests and elders that the kingdom of God would
be taken from them and given to a nation bearing
good fruit (Mat 21:42-45), that is the Church of
God from all nations. He likened Himself to the
capstone the builders (Masons) rejected, becom-
ing the head stone and grinding evil doers to dust
(Dan 2:34-35). The Masons’All-Seeing-Eye god
was an attempt to replace Jesus.

Jews and Modern Capitalism credits them as
“the first to place on the world’s markets the
staples of modern commerce.” They created ad-
vertising, stock exchanges and bank notes [Rev
18:3]. But they want Communism—as Israelis’
kibbutz communes. They had revolutions in
Russia and China to install Communism, and
eventually the world. While there is debate
whether the Protocols of the Sons of Zion are
real or fake, Henry Ford thought they coincide
with what is going on globally.

Satan deceives the whole world (Rev 12:9).
Most all religions are derived from Babylon =
Judaism, Mother of Hinduism, Islam, and oth-
ers, and mainstream ‘Christianity’ (Luke 21:8).
Mystery Babylon is much more than just Cath-
olics and her Protestant daughters that were not
in existence when John wrote Revelation. Most
all gods were originally Nimrod, Semiramis
and son. Also worshiped as the sun (as life-
giver), moon and stars (including planets that
look like stars from earth). This host of heaven
worship is evident in nations’ flags.

Though sprung from Babylon, Judaism of Se-
phardic Jews advanced its false religion. Later,
non-Jews or Edomites joined and dominated in
numbers and rule. Its Mystery Babylon ideas be-
came infused in existing religions and started
other ones, as Catholicism and later Protestant-
ism, Islam, Mormons and Jehovah Witnesses.

1. Mystery Babylon embraces many sym-
bols, worship of false gods and idols, such as
the pagan cross and obelisk, used at churches
and cemeteries.

Why go to the (taxpayer) expense of making
statues of dumb idols? Their images look like
humans, but since they really do not exist, they
can have any face. Utterly ridiculous! These nice
appearing images of gods are falsehood (Jer
10:14), actually represent demons, as grotesques
on parliaments of Canada and England.

US medals of honor or awards: purple heart (of
Nimrod—false ‘love’ symbol), silver star (of Lu-
cifer), silver cross (of Nimrod), goddess Minerva
or Liberty (Libertas). Many gods of Gentile
nations are honored at the Library of Congress
with little or no reference to the God of the Bible.
And if so inferred, honored with other false gods
to make Him just one of many false gods.

2. Use of symbols: heraldry, flags, seals,
shields, corporate logos—designed by Free-
masons. And why so many top company logos
resemble pyramid and capstone (as Fidelity
Investments), or simply triangle; or Eye. And
not just Eye as CBS Eye, but Time Warner Eye
of Egyptian god Ra or Osiris. The doctors’ ca-
duceus of rod with 1 or 2 snakes is of Satan the
serpent, of god Aesclipius. Pagan god names or
logos for corporations (as Saturn), or products
(as Neptune washers); or NASA programs (as
Apollo) or vehicles (as Columbia).

3. Use of pagan calendar (change times Dan
7:25). World calendar is Roman Catholic so
world adopted its church calendar as standard.
A slight change of the Roman Empire’s. All the
days named for gods and half the months. As
former Satanist Doc Marquis pointed out about
America’s Occult Holidays, US and British hol-
idays (even all nations) are based on fertility
rites and superstitious days of Babylon. As US
Independence Day is the summer solstice holi-
day of Freemasons with a time change due to
the change of calendar from (Roman) Julian to
Pope Gregory’s. Celebrated with works of fire,
fireworks, for the great fire in the sky, the sun
god. Christmas honors the sun god for the win-
ter solstice with sun god variations of Yule log
or lighted Christmas tree.

Now and New World Order
Part 23

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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4. The elite perform Satanic rituals in secret
(Eze 8), privately worship Satan or Lucifer, while
in public show a white-washed appearance as the
Pharisees. They mix false worship with the things
of God, counterfeiting God, such as drawing peo-
ple to the Old Testament then substituting the Tal-
mud (from their oral tradition that negates God).

5. Jews promoted world trade in various
ways, as depicted of Mystery Babylon. The
earth’s merchants (multinational corporations)
waxed rich (Rev 18:3,11-14).

6. The Roman Empire persecuted and tortured
Christians, and later embraced Catholicism which
did more (look up Inquisition online). Against
anyone considered a heretic. Constantine and
popes changed Sabbath to Sunday for sun god.

7. Encyclopedia of Freemasonry: “Each of the
pagan gods had (besides the public and open) a
secret worship paid [to] them, to which none
were admitted but those who had been selected
by preparatory ceremonies, called initiation. This
secret worship was termed the Mysteries.”

Importance of European Union
Includes The City of London and Rome,

two major parts of All-Seeing-Eye triangle.
Continues Roman Empire (Habsburgs,

including Germany as economic 4th Reich). Latin
names are used to continue its heritage. Contains
main former nations of Roman Empire (France,
Italy, Germany, even Greece, its predecessor).

EU money, statues and images depict a
woman (Europa as Mystery Babylon) riding a
beast (Rev 17:3).

EU parliament building resembles an un-
finished tower of Babel on purpose, to finish
what Nimrod started.

EU flag is circle of 12 5-point stars of Vir-
gin Mary.

Prototype for other blocs of nations to join
for world government.

How close to global government?
Already in place: World Court for global court

system. Likewise the UN, World Bank, IMF,
World Trade Organization and World Health Or-
ganization—parts of one world government.

Stalin said nations would more readily join a
global government if they first joined smaller
blocs. How close are we to one world order with
its Phoenix currency?

According to Wikipedia: Union of South
America has begun, copying the EU and to be
completed by 2016. The African Union fashioned
itself like the EU, too. The Arab League discussed
forming the Arab Union (Psalm 83 conspiracy?).
Central Asian Union of 5 former Soviet nations is
delayed by Uzbekistan. Pacific Union with Aus-
tralia is proposed. Due to protests against the
North American Union (with its Amero currency)
and its massive Trans Texas Corridor linking
Mexico and Canada, the super utility line and
highway was scaled back. In prophecy, 10 kings
or kingdoms, or blocs of nations receive power
one ‘hour’ with the Beast (Rev 17:12).

A Strasbourg journalist said “the purpose of
the European Union was to finish what Nimrod
and the people together had failed to do some
3500 years ago.”

Kuwait and Syria hoaxes
Many people claim the US and Britain get

many natural disasters because God does not like
them urging Israel to trade its land for peace. (The
idea is likely from ‘Jews’ of course!) God does
prophesy of many natural disasters as punish-
ment, but these could be much by mankind mak-
ing them: Such as AIDS was found to be man-
made. Famine can be caused by man, also, includ-
ing controlling weather and making earthquakes
(as HAARP). So blaming God for these disasters
is not wise. Later, God does send more calamities
by Himself, namely the angels of Rev 16.

John Kerry threatened that the US would
attack Syria for using chemical weapons against
its citizens. At best, this is hypocritical since the
US supplied Saddam with them and satellite tar-
geting in the Iraq-Iran war to kill Iranians. Other
reports tell of US involvement to instigate rebel-
lion, including making it look like the Syrian
government used chemical weapons.

Even national US news broadcasts showed
video of when the US was fooled into another
war venture during the Iraq-Kuwait war. A
Kuwait girl and others were shown testifying that

they were eyewitnesses to Iraqis throwing incu-
bators with Kuwait babies on the floor. A year
later it was revealed that this was a hoax, the girl
was of Kuwait royalty and was not even in
Kuwait at the time. She and others were coached
by a US firm in how to give tearful testimony to
persuade the US populace to attack Iraq.

Also, US national TV news on 8-30-13
showed when Colin Powell and others claimed
Iraq had WMD, but was found to be false later,
to justify attacking Iraq again. So Israel is sup-
plied with Iraq’s oil. Israel hopes to weaken and
annex Syria by the chaos and current hoax.

Read in Wikipedia about US regime change in
foreign countries, and note that one of the first
was Syria in 1949! The CIA has a history of over-
throwing foreign governments. During the Iraq-
Iran war the USS Vincennes lied being in Iran’s
territorial water and shooting down an Iranian
commercial jet killing 290 civilians. But a month
later admitted both, and did not even apologize!

In April 2013 US national news announced that
US torture of prisoners was wrong. No useful in-
formation was gained, it backfired when US troops
were captured and embarrasses us in the eyes of
the world. (Detaining prisoners indefinitely with-
out legal recourse is hypocritical of a nation tout-
ing freedom, and torture makes the guards sadistic.
The rest of the nation is complicit.)

Though several nations of Africa had upris-
ings recently, the US only attacked Libya by air
to oust Gaddafi, because he resisted a Rothschild
central bank. The first thing rebels did was set up
a central bank. He was leading African nations
out of poverty and away from the Rothschilds
and the US dollar so had to be stopped.

Known evils continue and worsen
The earth is aptly called Slum Planet, worse

now than when 1 in 6 lived in a slum. While the
elite get richer and corruption is rampant in the
highest places.

The US conducted brainwashing experiments
on US citizens abducted by the military, with
brain implants. Some to remember fake aliens
conducting the tests. Helping to hide the fact that
flying saucers and antigravity craft were made
since WWII when Nazi high tech devices were
copied with help of Nazi scientists in Operation
Paperclip. Hiding better energy sources than oil.

On the positive side: Genetically Modified food
was rejected in the EU and many other nations;
and even in Monsanto’s cafeteria. States are trying
to make it labeled at least. One of its scientists quit
and now advocates organic food. People are awak-
ening to the threat of global conspiracy. Illuminati
plans are altered because of it, at least slowed.

At the 2009 Copenhagen meeting on global
warming, a whistleblower leaked info. It is just a
cycle of the sun, a hot spell; as there were cold
spells (creating polar ice sheets; Greenland was
green at one time). Even CBS evening news re-
ported on corrupt science blaming it entirely on
mankind (though did not otherwise knock the
idea). Other planets are experiencing warming,
too, so it must be the sun mostly at fault. Mankind
adds a relative small amount. Environmental tax
for global warming will help fund a world army.

The global elite are worried about so many
against them they take genocidal measures to
reduce population by attacking immune systems
with drugs, toxic food and electronic pollution (as
with smart meters). And why infants are injected
with 25 toxic vaccines before the age of two! Drug
companies bribed lawmakers so they are not held
liable for vaccine adverse effects. The same with
GM food so it does not need to be labeled, though
may contain animal, fungus or virus genes.

Presidential Executive orders of Bush and
Clinton permit UN to take over US in declared
emergency creating martial law. So even US
troops must obey the UN, to confiscate guns and
property of US citizens, and imprison dissenters
in 1000 concentration camps ready.

Top executives of companies get golden re-
tirement parachutes though their firms sink, and
keep from paying taxes by bogus off shore ac-
counts. Real taxpayers must supply this lost rev-
enue, while many jobs are outsourced to cheap
labor overseas so less jobs at home.

Old Babylon had a time system of 60 minutes
and 60 seconds, still used by the world (but not
in the Hebrew calendar). The dinar in Iraq
recently began by 13 big international banks as
the most worthless currency, yet with the most
high tech counterfeit measures. Later became

respectable in value, and promises to become
great. Heralding the rise of literal Babylon, sim-
ilar to what Saddam was trying to do. Radiation
mitigation is claimed possible, even over wide
areas and done quickly, so Iraq’s Babylon can
thrive again literally if the radiation from US
Depleted Uranium is neutralized.

Start of NWO began on 911
Start of the last era of the Beast kingdom:

“The existing order is breaking down at a very
rapid rate, and the main uncertainty is whether
mankind can exert a positive role in shaping a
New World Order is doomed to await collapse in
a passive posture. We believe a New Order will
be born no later than early in the next century
and that the death throes of the old and the birth
pangs of the new will be a testing time for the
human species.”—Richard A. Falk

From Wikipedia: “Richard Anderson Falk is
an American professor emeritus of international
law at Princeton University . . . appointee to two
U.N. positions . . . With regard to the 2003 inva-
sion of Iraq, he has written that it is inescapable
that an objective observer would reach the con-
clusion that this Iraq war is a war of aggression
and as such that it amounts to a Crime against
Peace of the sort for which surviving German
leaders were indicted, prosecuted and punished
at the Nuremberg trials conducted shortly after
the Second World War.”

Alex Jones says the final push for the NWO
began 9-11-2001: “The United States govern-
ment at all levels has fallen under the control of
the desperately wicked New World Order clan.
The events of Sept. 11 mark the initiation of the
final sick push of the Illuminati to consolidate
their one world order and transform earth into a
prison planet.” Strict laws as the Patriot Act
instituted for martial law in an emergency were
too long and detailed to be prepared in the sup-
posed time, so had to be ready beforehand.

Senator Gary Hart at a CFR meeting 9-12-
2001: “There is a chance for the President of the
United States to use this disaster to carry out, a
phrase his father used, . . . and that is a New
World Order.”

NBC News anchor Tom Brokaw announced
10-11-2001 that the 911 attacks began the NWO
and “New World Order” was in big letters on the
TV screen.

By the chronology in the Bible and its proph-
ecy fulfilled in history, human history began in
4003 BC. The Gentile times of 2520 years was de-
layed by two abyss eras. The first was 56 years
(1814-70) from the end of Napoleon’s resurrec-
tion of the Roman Empire to when the next resur-
rection occurred of uniting Germany, and ending
with Hitler and Mussolini to 1945. If the 56 years
is dual, 2001 started the next and last resurrection
of the Roman Empire. The US as Beast attacked
Afghanistan, then Iraq with unprovoked war (the
911 events staged to provoke war, as Hitler did).
War continues, at least in Afghanistan, besides
drone missile strikes to most any nation.

7th is the 8th?
Read Rev 17:8-10. Verse 11 has the beast that

was, and is not, even he is the 8th, and is of the
7, and goes into perdition—refers to Nazis! In-
cluding Nazi mentality infused in the US when
the US hired Nazi leaders after WWII. (Britain
owned and started Nazism, as well as Commu-
nism in Russia and China.) After 1945 ‘under-
ground activity’ set up the 4th Reich.

There are 7 kings means not that they exist at
the same time but there are 7 total, the 5 fallen
confirm that. The one is must refer to the resur-
rection between the 5th and 7th. Since the 5 do
not exist when spoken of in the future (after
1814), already fallen, the one is did not need to
exist in John’s day either. The one is thus means
it is separate from the other resurrections by a gap
on both sides—this one is (separate, by itself).

Beast Mark—implanted microchip?
Revelation was written in Greek so 666

(13:18) is chi xi stigma. The chi (X in English)
also means Christ (to false believers), so
Christmas is Xmas. Xmark by Verichip is an
RFID human implantable microchip for data.
Verichip’s logo is a big serpent-like eye.
Babylonians warded off evil of 666 stars in the
sky, each god a star in worship of fear.

Obama health care is planned to implement a
microchip implant in the right hand or forehead

by 2017 and to cost the person $10 per month.
Hyped as getting medical info quick in an emer-
gency. In the head since some people lack hands?

Some people think the Mark may change
the person’s DNA to take on beast traits, giving
much detail on how this may be done. Similar
to gene splicing with animal genes to make
humans take on animal abilities. And blur the
distinction between man and beast. GM food is
made from genes of animals, insects or fungi
which tend to persist in the body, so humans
are becoming beastlike. In the US, 70% of
food is GM and not labeled as such. If safe,
why not label it?

Pharaohs wore a snake emblem on the fore-
head. Many corporate logos have 666, as the
American Medical Association’s snake spiraling
a rod forming 666. Many movies and ads con-
tain embeds of an Eye or 666.

The Exodus Passover featured door marks to
ward off a death angel (Ex 12:22-23). God also
set a mark invisible to humans, to keep His peo-
ple safe while evil people were punished (Eze
9:4-6; Rev 7:3).

Clarke’s Commentary notes that the Roman
Empire 3 times restricted buying and selling to
those who worshiped the pope, so an implant is
not necessary, but does not rule it out. Prece-
dents in history: 3 Maccabees 2:29 Ptolemy
Philopater forced all inhabitants of Alexandria
to enroll in a census and be branded with an ivy
leaf symbol of Dionysius. A slave had the brand
of his master to show to whom owned. Now,
India’s 1.2 billion are getting biometric scans of
fingerprints, irises and faces for a national
card—a step closer to the Mark.

A result of the false flag op of the German
Reichstag fire was mandatory German national
ID cards. No one could work, buy food or trav-
el without it. The US has been trying to imple-
ment a national ID for decades, and the Social
Security number has been used for ID of job
holders and SS fund recipients.

The Beast Mark most likely includes an
implanted chip since the leading candidates for the
Antichrist (Prince Charles and sons) were among
the first to take it. And Nicholas Rockefeller told
Russo about the world plan including it, and an
event (the 911 attacks) to use as an excuse to attack
Afghanistan and Iraq to make way for oil and gas
lines (for Israel) and military bases.

Ralph Nader said “Is there a number or mark
planned for the hand or forehead in a new cash-
less society? Yes, and I have seen the machines
that are now ready to put it into operation.”
Transactions will be easier for companies and
shoppers, leading to only electronic transfer of
money, and avoid ID problems. Claimed to
avoid theft, but thieves will find ways around it.

Various shaped crosses were images of the
Beast, worn on neck or wrist, as ‘heart’ shape of
Tammuz, or 5-point star of Venus (Lucifer-
Satan). In corporate logos, the star and Eye are
interchangeable.

Rome’s 3rd Lateran Council 1178 and 1184
forbid Protestants (and real Christians) from
buying and selling. Pope Martin V later ordered
heretics not to enjoy commerce of (Catholic)
Christians.

The Mark could be just a tattoo like a bar
code, seen or not by the human eye, to accurate-
ly ID the person and for buying or selling easily.
Some people claim an implanted chip must be
put in a fleshly part, not a hand or forehead. The
company called Somark now can tattoo humans
or animals. The mark can be visible or not, and
readable by a device despite hair or fur.

Beast Mark is enforced Sunday?
That happened in the US past when Sunday

Blue laws forced people not to work then, even
at times to make firewood to keep warm, or en-
forced attending church services that day. The
Constitution ruled them out, but movements in
the 1800s and 1900s tried again (some people
jailed or even killed over it). Pope Ratzinger tried
to pass laws and enforce them for all of the EU,
and Germany already does restrict work then.
Edict of 323 AD made it illegal to work Sundays.

The Sabbath is a sign between God and the
believer (Eze 20:12,20), but not all Sabbath
keepers are saved, such as the Pharisees. They
must become like Paul, an ex-Pharisee at least.

The mark of Siva is a Hindu practice of fore-
head marking. The key precedent of Ahaz and
Jezebel as Beast and False Prophet did not state
anything about a day of rest or a physical mark,
severe persecution only. Protestants kept Sun-
day, yet many were persecuted by Catholics in
the Inquisition.

No buying or selling applies to all days of the
week, no mention of a particular day. So more
than just Sunday implied.

—Mr. Jan Young
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The following is a response that was
sent to a well-known COG publication’s
Q&A section.

❧

Q&A, you state that Christ did not
dispute the implication that the
devil had these kingdoms to give to

Christ.
Surely Christ understood that the only

way Satan could offer these kingdoms would
be because God the Father would allow it;
that Satan of himself can do or offer nothing
except that which God allows.

Christ states, “Simon, Satan has asked
for you that he may sift you as wheat.”
Christ was fully aware as a human that the
situation was the same here as in Job; and
that Satan wants to sift every human
including Christ; and that only if God
allows it can Satan do anything.

Did Satan not know that Christ was the
God he came before during the situation
with Job? That he couldn’t lift a finger to
Job unless God (Christ) allowed it? Clearly,
Job, his wife and friends knew who was in
charge. Job’s wife says, “Curse God and
die.” Satan isn’t mentioned by anyone.

When Christ says to Satan to get
behind Him, is He not saying, “Satan, you
have nothing to offer. My Father not only
offers Me this earth but also My former
position at the throne of God”?

Satan knows that he must obey Christ,
and that he is firmly put in his place by
Christ. Satan didn’t challenge Christ, as he
didn’t challenge the LORD (Christ), when
God made him withdraw from Job. Satan
had to obey.

So much for being the ruler of this
earth! Didn’t Satan understand Christ to
be disputing Satan’s claim and authority?
Shouldn’t the point be that we are not to

dispute the power God allows Satan to
have? And that we are to use Job’s example
when dealing with Satan?

His invisible attributes are clearly seen
by looking at His creation; the things He has
made and sustains; not the things Satan
has made and sustains. Shouldn’t we use
caution to not put Satan in a higher, more
powerful position than he is?

All power can be removed from Satan
in a moment, just as it can be removed
from any human. All that is is of God, and
He is always in full control.

What would have happened if Christ
had accepted Satan’s offer of the physical
kingdoms of this world? At the point
Christ accepted Satan’s offer, wouldn’t
that be the end of Christ’s life, and the

lives of all mankind would come to an
immediate end, and Satan would rule over
nothing? There would no longer be an
earth as we know it. Satan would not rule
the earth with Christ. There would be no
resurrections unto Life Eternal for anyone
including Christ.

Surely we are not to believe that there
was any way possible that Christ could
have accepted Satan’s offer and it could
have worked out. Only someone as insane
as Satan could believe that! Satan could not
have given the kingdoms of this world to
Christ. He couldn’t even refuse to immedi-

ately obey Christ and get behind Him!
Again, you say Christ did not dispute

the implication that Satan had the king-
doms to offer. Are you serious? Christ, the
LORD of the Old Testament, the One who
allowed Satan to have any power over any-
thing, by not acknowledging Satan’s claim
and offer, but fully acknowledging His
Father’s offer of everything Satan has
power over and much more, and ordering
Satan to be removed from the picture, not
only disputes but flatly rejects the idea!

Satan wanted Job to curse the LORD and
die; and Satan wanted Christ, by accepting
Satan’s phony offer, to in effect also curse
God and die. Satan of himself can claim
nothing; and, unless God and Christ allow
it, Satan is nothing.

Job 1:11: Satan says to the LORD, “But
now, stretch out your hand and touch all
that he has and he will surely curse you to
your face.”

Job 2:5: “But stretch out your hand now
and touch his bone and flesh and he will
surely curse you to your face.”

Does not Satan himself dispute his
claim of authority to do anything, and is
only a tool in God and Christ’s hands?

No matter what the issue is: as with Job,
it is between each human and God only.
Sadly, too many follow Eve’s example and
give Satan far too much credit. To their

detriment, they get sucked into engaging
with him, and not GOD.

In addition:
You state, “Ultimately all things are

under our Creator’s overall sovereignty
and He ‘reserves’ the right to use it as nec-
essary to fulfill His purpose on earth.”

Is God not all powerful? HE states:
“I spread abroad the earth, by Myself. I

frustrate the signs of the babblers. I am
the LORD, there is no other. I create peace,
calamity, light, darkness. I am God and
there is no other. There is no other ROCK.

“I make all things. I stretch out the
heavens all alone. I will question you and
you shall answer Me. Where were you
when I laid the foundations of the earth? I
am the First and the Last. Who can pro-
claim as I do? I appointed the ancient peo-
ple and the things that shall come.

“Thus says the LORD your Redeemer
who formed you from the womb. To Me
every knee shall bow.”

Again, you say God ‘reserves’ the right
to use His power as He sees fit! Exactly
whom does the all- powerful eternal GOD
reserve His right with?

No one can question that fact. God
doesn’t have to remind anyone of that fact.
Even Satan knows it. Does Satan not
understand that at the exact time God
chooses and he will be put into the bot-
tomless pit that it will be done? Satan isn’t
wondering whether GOD has reserved His
right to do it. Satan knows without ques-
tion that God, the All-Powerful, has all
authority to use His power without reser-
vation, and that God makes no deals with
anyone on this issue.

—Don the Heretic Henderson
Edmonds, WA

Satan’s Kingdoms and Power

Satan knows without question that God, the
All-Powerful, has all authority to use His power

without reservation, and that God makes no
deals with anyone on this issue.
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Funeral services for Joe Ann Hildreth, 62,
of Lindale, Texas, were Nov. 22, 2013, at
Community Funeral Home in Tyler, Texas.
Joe Ann passed away on Nov. 15. She was
born to the late Johnny Lee Gardner and

Dorothy Lee Jefferson
on June 3, 1951, and
was the second of eight
children. She attended
J.H. Moore Elementary
School, South Oak Cliff
High School and El
Centro Junior College.
Joe Ann spent 30 dedi-
cated years working for
General Motors, retiring

in 2002, and committed the rest of her life to
God and to raising her grandkids. § Joe Ann
was preceded in death by her father in 1969
and one niece she loved dearly, Laquita
Clark, in 2005. § She leaves to cherish her
precious memories her mom, Dorothy
Jones; a devoted husband of 39 years,
Vernell Hildreth; four children, Keith
Sanders, Michael James Sanders, Veronica
Miles (Craig) and Eric Hildreth; six sisters,
Shirley Spearman (Kelvin), Mary Sifuentes

(Juan), Judy Moore (Alfonzo), Dorothy
Thomas (Adron), Beverly Thomas (Squire)
and Cynthia Norton (Leon); one brother,
Michael Green (Mitzi); 12 grandchildren,
Shaquaya and Shaneka Jackson, Ka’Shea,
Keyonna and Ashely Sanders, Shamaya
Williams, Montrail, Darrail, Domonique and
Mariah Johnson and Victoria and Eric Hildreth
Jr.; five great-grandboys; one special aunt and
uncle, Sadie and Alvis Copeland; and a host
of aunts, uncles, nieces and nephews.

Services for Mabel Jewel McCollum, 69, of
Kilgore, Texas, were Oct. 30, 2013, at Welch
Funeral Home with the Rev. Tony Pierce
officiating. § Mrs. McCol-
lum passed away Oct. 28.
She was born on Nov. 28,
1943, in Tucson, Ariz., to
Alfred and Mary Fletcher
Gates. She had been a
resident of the Longview,
Texas, area since 1970.
Mrs. McCollum was an
artist and loved to dance.
§ She is survived by two
daughters and sons-in-law, Alicia M. and
Jack Lewis and Marquesa “Kakie” and

Stephan McCracken; one son, Delbert
Tennison; one sister, Mary Craft; six grand-
children, John, Michael, Jonathon, Carol,
Nicholas and Maddie; and four great-grand-
children, Ryleigh, Reighan, Alexander and
J.D. § She was preceded in death by her
husband, Ronald McCollum, in 2004.

Services for Lewis Caudill Sr., 88, of Big
Sandy, Texas, were Nov. 24, 2013, at Croley
Funeral Home in Gladewater, Texas, with
Pastor Sonny Parsons officiating. Burial was
in Gladewater Memorial
Park. § Born Nov. 8, 1925,
in Letcher County, Ky., Mr.
Caudill died Nov. 16. § He
was a veteran of the
United States Navy, hav-
ing served during World
War II. § A retired mason
and carpenter for Ambas-
sador University, Mr. Cau-
dill was an active deacon in New Beginnings
Christian Fellowship in Big Sandy and was
dedicated to God and family.

Herbert Keith “Mac” McComb, 93, of Flint,
Texas, passed away on Oct. 22, 2013. He
was born in Detroit, Mich., on July 15, 1920.
He was one of two children born to William
and Evelyn McComb. He was preceded in
death by his parents; his wife Marian
McComb; his sister, Florence Terwilliger;
and one nephew, David Terwilliger. § Mac

was a Navy veteran of
World War II, serving as
a boatswain’s mate first
class. He also served in
the Army Reserves dur-
ing the Korean Conflict
as a sergeant first class.
§ Mac is survived by his
wife Harriet McComb;
one son Robert Mc-
Comb and daughter-in-
law Lisa McComb; two

granddaughters, Rebekah and Melody
McComb; two nieces, Carolyn Meyers and
Lois Babcock; and two nephews, Steve
Terwilliger and Jim Terwilliger. He is also
survived by several grandnieces and
nephews. § Interment was Oct. 24 at DFW
National Cemetery in Dallas, Texas. A
memorial service was held at Church of
God International in Tyler on Nov. 16, 2013.
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M
any individuals believe Einstein dis-
covered the principle that “time is
relative.” Not true. Einstein ac-
knowledged he
received his un-

derstanding in a dream. A
woman Physics Assistant helped
him to learn E = MC2.

This equation is a mathe-
matical formula, but the reali-
ty that “time is relative” came
from God.

Two Clocks

All along, God created two
types of time. One was phys-
ical, discernible by humans,
and the other was spiritual.
The spiritual time is given by
a Great Lady called The
Holy Spirit of God. In He-
brew, The Holy Spirit is in
the feminine gender.

There are times when God
creates many twins, one male
and the other a female (like
Einstein and his woman friend
or assistant). Esau and Jacob
were a physical likeness. God
uses twins at various times as
He did with The Twin Apos-
tles, John and Thomas. John’s
Epistle was sealed and will
unseal what he was told to
“hold back”! So John will
preach to you when God
unseals The Epistle.

John was told to seal the
rest of the information in The
Seven Thunders (Revelation

10:4). The last verse in Revelation 10 announces
the second part of the duality, which was written
for future generations.

God has two sets of time on two clocks.

Earthly Clocks

Twenty-four hours is a day is at the equator
and ticks away its time. Even the twenty-four
hours a day is relative. Another duality is light-
day, darkness-night). Twelve hours of daylight
and twelve hours of nighttime.

Twins once again are passing time. God has
many examples of duality: (1) Light and dark;
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(2) Esau and Jacob (twins); (3) John and Thom-
as (twins); (4) Satan and God; (5) The Tree of
Good and Evil; and (6) Two individuals who
fight in a duel.

Earthly time is not constant. As individuals
distance themselves northward, time becomes
seasonal. Day and night changes when night be-
comes supreme over the daylight. Even earthly
time is relative.

New Moon Holy Day

Disciples of The Law of Moses tend not to keep
The Whole Law as James 2:10 forewarns. If a
law-keeper breaks just one tiny part, the individual
is completely guilty of sin. Sin is the transgression
of The Law (I John 3:4). Physical law had to be
kept in its entirety, as
Moses taught. No ex-
ceptions.

Paul insists physi-
cal law-keepers must
also keep The New
Moons as a requirement for a blessed physical
existence (Colossians 2:16). Surprisingly, New
Moons decide what clock you need to keep.

Christ Fulfills the Law

Paul resolves the issue of The Keeping of The
Holy Days of God, which are but a prophecy of
future events (Colossians 2:17). Paul then sum-
marizes that The Body (The Church) is of Christ.
What was Paul trying to tell you?

God is reproducing Himself through The Body
of Christ. The Church of God (True Christians) is
to be in The Image of God (Genesis 1:26). This
is exactly what Paul writes: “For in him [Christ]
dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”
(Colossians 2:9). The earthly clock is temporary

and dies. Keeping of The Physical Law of Moses
does not grant Salvation.

The rich man kept The Ten Commandments
since his childhood, but, because humans sin,
The Commandments did not make him perfect.
Matthew 19 clearly teaches that humans are
never perfect, whether they be rich or not. Only
God can make you perfect through Christ. The
Law was “the beginning schoolmaster” to bring
you—“To Christ” (Galatians 3-4). Jesus came to
restore what was lost; mankind lost access to The
Tree of Life (Matthew 18:11).

Spiritual Clocks

Physical works, governments, political cor-
rectness, religious and physical church doctrines
or any kind of laws are not in the right time zone.

Temporary relative
time varies greatly.
Eternity has no time
clock. Time, which is
relative, is not The
Time of God. The

Time of God is, literally, timeless. Timelessness
is quite clear as The Time of God does not exist
with flesh and is a myth, physically. All physical
works, deeds and efforts are nothing more than a
fairy tale. A fairy is considered a myth. Satan and
his angels always use fairy tales as a deception to
lure unsuspecting, weak Christians.

Christ knew Satan had a short time to use his
deception on wavering Christians. Paul predicted
this in II Corinthians 4:1-5.

Ancient of Days

The name “Daniel” means “God Judges.” Dan-
iel 12 simply ends: Daniel had understood much
of The Truth of God but did not tell Christians it

www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com

It’s About Time We
Understood Time

Physical works, governments, political
correctness, religious and physical church
doctrines are not in the right time zone.
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was The End of Days. He was told, “Live out
your life and you will die; be resurrected in your
lot.”

The Book of Daniel and The Book of Reve-
lation continue until the end of relative (limited)
time. Daniel understood his place in time and,
also, understood—through a vision—that God
is The Ancient of Days (Daniel 7:13-14).
“Ancient of Days” delineates there is no time,
just Eternity. God of
Ages is The Clock of
God, which Peter sim-
ply defined as: a day
(earthly) or a thou-
sand years means “the
same to God.”

The Time of God has no beginning and no end.
Eternity is timeless. The Time of God, as written,
is not a fairy tale, but it is without end. Only God
is timeless (forever).

One World Government

Only God, your Heavenly Father, and His “First
Begotten Son, Yashua” (The First Begotten Son of
God), and The Holy Spirit of God are “Holy.”
You, likewise, when you become a Son of God,
will be adding to The Strength of God, increasing
The Power of God (Deuteronomy 21:17).

John spells out the last words of Jesus: “That
they may all be one, as you, Father are in me
[first Son of God] and I in you [The Father] that
they may also be one [first fruits] in us, that the
world [temporary] may believe [faith] that you
[God, The Father] have [I prefer this to be under-
stood] sent me” (John 17:14-23).

As each and every one comes “To Christ,”
they increase The Power and The Strength of

God. Einstein was right. “Time is relative” with
regard to the physical creation. God is a “Spirit”
and not physical, having no limits of time.

God is a Spirit and not too concerned with
earthly worship. He knows everyone is a sinner
and, with Christ in or with them, they all will be
forgiven after they repent. Repentance is your
chance to have God help you change your phys-
ical mind to think like Christ, who has The Mind
of God (Philippians 2 and John 4:24). The Mind

of God is Spiritual.
Physical works are

all relative to your per-
sonal heart, your hu-
man nature changed to
a spiritual nature through
The Holy Spirit of God.

Once you are changing “spiritually—In Christ”—
you will be Eternal like God. No more clocks—no
more time. All your sins will be forgiven because,
being flesh and carnal, you cannot fully understand
all “the truth” but with The Help of God, you can
change your physical nature to a spiritual nature
(John 9:41).

Time is relative, including the time of the
entire universe, which will, eventually, burn up.
A New Heaven and a New Earth will be created.
This One World Kingdom of God will be spiritu-
al because God is a “Spirit.”

God has thought of everything. Read The
Prayer of Christ in Matthew 6, where God unites
Heaven and Earth Eternally.

Physical time with all the human works means
nothing to God. Take time to read all of Isaiah 40
in prayerful detail. Physical time is nothing and
less than nothing. God and “Christ—In You” is
Eternal, which will give you Eternal time in
Paradise.

God is not too concerned with earthly
worship. He knows that, with Christ in or

with them, all are forgiven after they repent.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Feast reports come in from U.S. and several other countries
the Lord. We invited them to remain
for the seniors’ luncheon and the fam-
ily social. These events gave us an
opportunity to get to know them better.

We watched as God multiplied the
food that was catered for 45 persons to
become more than enough for 116
persons.

Many adults and children came
back for seconds, and many were able
to take food to their hotel rooms. This
was nothing short of a miracle. Divine
intervention was at work.

The food was great, and so was the
fellowship.

The love and warmth from God’s
people permeated the atmosphere.

Passionate delivery
After speaking in depth with Bish-

op Smothers, Pastors Ramocan and
Woodland asked him to speak on the
Last Great Day.

The brethren are still talking about
the great message he presented: not just
his passionate delivery but also that
what he said was in accordance with
Scripture.

Bishop Smothers, Pastor Woodland,
Pastor Ramocan and Pastor Ray Hall
agreed that the 2013 Feast observance
could be the beginning of a long and
lasting relationship among brethren of
like mind.

The testimonies that came forth ex-
pressed the enrichment of the Word of
God as presented by the various speak-
ers: Pastor Woodland, Pastor Ramo-
can, Pastor Hall, Bishop Smothers, El-
der Mark Ellis, Elder John Carnegie
and Deacon Hopeton Anderson.

Inspiring music
The music department with Deacon

Kenneth Neal and Deacon Thyon
Woodland provided great inspiration,
with musical renditions from Bro.
Mark Lawrence; Deaconesses Bever-
lie Ramocan-Woodland, Sharon Wood-
land, Vadim Sealy and Heather Han-
son; Sisters Daphne Costley, Medina
Saunds, Katherine Joseph and Norma
Saunds; Mother Vivian Hall; and Dea-
coness Gene Bernardo.

The youth and young adults’ pro-
gram under the direction of Deaconess
Vadim Sealy, Deaconess Heather Han-
son and Sister Nicole Ellis was so in-
spirational and uplifting it touched the
hearts of everyone, leaving many of us
in tears.

It was refreshing to see the mighty
power and presence of God manifest-
ed in the life of our young people.

Ask the doctor
The nutrition seminar with Dr. Wil-

lie Richardson gave everyone an op-
portunity to “Ask the Doctor.”

This was life changing and educa-
tional for many. Brethren left in-
spired to change their diet and take
better care of themselves physically,
knowing that our bodies are the tem-
ple of God.

Sister Pauline “Mary” Hollander
and Bro. Jemal Countess of New York
generously took Feast photos as they
voluntarily gave of their services unto
God. Such immeasurable charity from
the people of God!

Lady Smothers, wife of Bishop
Smothers, was instrumental in taking a
group photo for the Feast report.
Though many were not present for the
photo shoot, the majority were present.

Beside ourselves
The fun show was so much fun we

were beside ourselves. Many demon-
strated their talents in poems, songs
and creative dance, as well as in the
impromptu fashion show.

Deaconess Sharon Woodland, our
moderator, was accommodating as
she made it easy for everyone to par-
ticipate.

The brethren exemplified exuber-
ance, warmth and the love of God
throughout.

There was one baptism at the Feast
this year. The candidate was Sister
Norma Saunds, the mother of Deacon-
ess Vadim Sealy.

Among those who attended her
baptism were her children, grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren.

Sister Norma testified that 20 years
ago, when her daughter Vadim was
baptized into the Church of God, she

was upset and did not want her daugh-
ter to attend services.

Today she is thanking God for her
calling as she now joins her daughters,
Vadim and Medina, in attending ser-
vices at the Yonkers Assembly in New
York, where Pastor Ray Hall presides.

People are still talking about the
substantive Word of God that came
forth at the Feast and are fired up to
persist in their commitment to rekin-
dle their first love and follow in the
path God has instructed.

They are still giving testimonies of
their fellowship with the brethren, ex-
pressing the love and warmth por-
trayed among the brethren with whom
they interacted.

FOTabernacles T-shirts
Pastor Hall of the New York As-

sembly and Ray’s Copy Service pro-
vided hymn books, chorus booklets,

Feast activity books for the youth,
“FOTabernacles” T-shirts and Feast
calendars for everyone.

He reminded everyone to partici-
pate in the Fellowship Prayer Line by
calling (605) 562-3000 and referenc-
ing PIN 145469#.

Deaconess Sharon Woodland, chief
hospitality hostess, and her team pro-
vided excellent assistance and support
for exit strategies.

Pastor Woodland, Beverlie and the
brethren of the Baltimore Assembly

look forward to hosting the Feast of
Tabernacles at the same location for
2014. Beverlie Ramocan-Woodland,
Baltimore, Md.

ONE IN FELLOWSHIP AND WORSHIP

MAJORCA, Spain—The Sun
Club Eldorado on the Spanish

island of Majorca was host to the

Comunión Internacional de la Gracia
(Grace Communion International) fes-
tival and spiritual retreat services Sept.
19-26, 2013.

Speakers included director Pedro
Rufián Mesa from Spain, Francis Ber-
gin, Harry and Tina Sullivan from En-
gland, and Ross Jutsum, Paul Jendrik
and Sheila Graham from the United
States.

The theme was “Celebration of
God’s Love and Grace in Jesus Christ.”

Members from the United King-
dom were in the majority of the 130
registered.

Tina Sullivan led a session encour-
aging members to share how God had
intervened in their lives.

An English farmer told how God
had stopped the rains during his fall
harvest, which he had to get in before
the festival.

A young woman described her mis-
sion work in Africa.

The tropical resort is on a cliff over-
looking the Mediterranean.

Members enjoyed resort activities
from horseback riding to evening con-
certs.

Mr. Jutsum performed a public con-
cert one evening.

Though there may have been differ-
ences of opinion theologically, all were
one in fellowship and worship in Christ.
Sheila Graham, Lake Kiowa, Texas.

KINGSTON FEAST OBSERVANCE

KINGSTON, Jamaica—Breaking
its previous Feast record, the

Jamaican Church of God International
had 427 persons in attendance at the
2013 Feast of Tabernacles.

That number comprised members
from the Kingston, Spanish Town,

Ocho Rios and Maroon Town congre-
gations.

This time around, the venue was
the Portland Ballroom of the luxurious
Sunset Jamaica Grande Resort in the
tourism resort town of Ocho Rios.

Pastor Ian Boyne, for whom this
year’s Feast held special meaning,
was pleased at the record attendance.
Sept. 18, 2013, the first day of the
Feast, was the exact date on which
Mr. Boyne had observed his first
Feast 38 years ago, in 1975, at the
Runaway Bay Hotel.

In his post-Feast address, Mr. Boyne
commended the Jamaican brethren.

“It is amazing that in dire econom-
ic challenges such as we’re facing in
Jamaica we can have this record atten-
dance at the Feast,” he said.

“I feel so proud to lead you, to be
part of an organization where people
are so dedicated.”

Not only did the Jamaican Feast
start with the proverbial bang atten-
dancewise, but it ended on a high note
with the baptism, on the Last Great
Day, of four persons.

In between these highlights, the Ja-
maican members celebrated eight days
of exciting praise and worship, uplift-
ing special music, refreshing fellow-
ship, enjoyable social activities and,

most important, a sumptuous feast of
dynamic and memorable sermons.

Mike James creates a buzz
Speaking of sermons, visiting min-

ister Mike James of Germantown,
Md., U.S.A., left the Jamaican Feast
site buzzing with appreciation for his
insightful and energetically delivered

sermons. His sermon titled “Fear Not”
justified his first-day billing, a position
usually reserved for Pastor Boyne.

His third-day offering was titled
“Achieving Church Unity,” and his
final message amounted to a master
class in “Leadership and Teamwork”
in which he explicated the main con-
cepts from Patrick Lencioni’s work
The Five Dysfunctions of a Team.

Pastor Ian Boyne, spiritual survivor
As an important sign of not just the

Jamaican CGI’s numerical growth but
its growth in its leadership corps, Pastor
Boyne spoke only twice at the Feast.

His first sermon, on day three, was
“The World Tomorrow: What It Will
Be Like.”

Noting that this year marks the 80th
since the founding of the parent
church by Herbert W. Armstrong, he
lamented that the church could have
gone further if it had lived out the
message of unity pictured by the Feast
of Tabernacles.

One of the major features of the
World Tomorrow will be unity, Mr.
Boyne asserted. God will bring people
together and banish war, enmity and
separation (Isaiah 27:12; 19:23; 11:6).

Satan, however, is intent on divid-
ing God’s people, something we should
resist against.

He clarified some prophetic aspects
related to the coming Kingdom of
God.

Pastor Boyne’s sermon on the Last
Great Day was hailed by many as their
message of the Feast.

In it he presented the first part in his

Though there may have been differences of opinion theologically,
all were one in fellowship and worship in Christ.

Continued from page 1

See READ ABOUT FEAST, page 23

FEASTGOERS AROUND THE WORLD—Church of God and other Chris-
tians met for the Feast of Tabernacles and related festivals at hundreds of
sites around the world in 2013. Photos 1 and 4: Attendees at the Church of
God International festival site in Kingston, Jamaica. (See another photo from
the Kingston festival on page 24 of this issue.) Photo 2 and 3: Baltimore, Md.,
Feastgoers gather for photos. Photo 5: Brethren from Cavite province in the
Philippines stand in front of their service hall in Tagaytay City. Photo 6: The
festival choir at the Sun Club Eldorado resort on the Spanish island of Ma-
jorca sings praises to God. [Photos courtesy Michael Edwards, Sheila Gra-
ham, Max Noble and Beverlie Ramocan-Woodland]
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Even if a would-be prophet gets something right, so what?
dogmatic proclamations in the name
of God.

Old Testament verses
Here are some verses from the Old

Testament.
Jeremiah 5:13: “And the prophets

become wind, for the word is not in
them. Thus shall it be done to them.”

Jeremiah 14:14-15: “And the LORD
said to me, ‘The prophets prophesy
lies in My name. I have not sent them,
commanded them, nor spoken to
them; they prophesy to you a false
vision, divination, a worthless thing,
and the deceit of their heart.

“ ‘Therefore thus says the LORD
concerning the prophets who proph-
esy in My name, whom I did not send,
and who say, “Sword and famine shall
not be in this land”—“By sword and
famine those prophets shall be con-
sumed!” ’ ”

Don’t listen
Jeremiah 23:16-17: “Do not listen to

the words of the prophets who prophesy
to you. They make you worthless; they
speak a vision of their own heart, not
from the mouth of the Lord.

“They continually say to those who
despise Me, ‘The Lord has said, “You
shall have peace” ’; and to everyone
who walks according to the dictates of
his own heart, they say, ‘No evil shall
come upon you.’ ”

Verse 21: “I have not sent these
prophets, yet they ran. I have not spo-
ken to them, yet they prophesied.”

Dream a little dream
Verses 25-27: “I have heard what

the prophets have said who prophesy
lies in My name, saying, ‘I have
dreamed, I have dreamed!’ How long
will this be in the heart of the prophets
who prophesy lies? Indeed they are
prophets of the deceit of their own

heart, who try to make My people for-
get My name by their dreams which
everyone tells his neighbor, as their
fathers forgot My name for Baal.” 

Verses 30-32: “Therefore behold, I
am against the prophets,” says the
LORD, “who steal My words every
one from his neighbor. Behold, I am
against the prophets,” says the Lord,
“who use their tongues and say, ‘He
says.’ Behold, I am against those who
prophesy false dreams,” says the
Lord, “and tell them, and cause My
people to err by their lies and by their
recklessness.

“Yet I did not send them or com-
mand them; therefore they shall not
profit this people at all,” says the Lord.” 

Like foxes
Ezekiel 13:2-4: “Son of man, proph-

esy against the prophets of Israel who

prophesy, and say to those who proph-
esy out of their own heart, ‘Hear the
word of the LORD!’Thus says the Lord
GOD: ‘Woe to the foolish prophets,
who follow their own spirit and have
seen nothing! O Israel, your prophets
are like foxes in the deserts.’ ”

Envisioning futility
Verses 6-9: “They have envisioned

futility and false divination, saying,
‘Thus says the LORD!’ But the LORD
has not sent them; yet they hope that
the word may be confirmed. Have you
not seen a futile vision, and have you
not spoken false divination?

“You say, ‘The LORD says,’ but I

have not spoken. Therefore thus says
the Lord God: ‘Because you have spo-
ken nonsense and envisioned lies,
therefore I am indeed against you,’
says the Lord GOD.

“ ‘My hand will be against the
prophets who envision futility and
who divine lies; they shall not be in the
assembly of My people, nor be written
in the record of the house of Israel, nor
shall they enter into the land of Israel.
Then you shall know that I am the
Lord GOD.’ ”

Ezekiel 22:25: “The conspiracy of
her prophets in her midst is like a roar-
ing lion tearing the prey; they have
devoured people; they have taken trea-
sure and precious things; they have
made many widows in her midst.”

Verse 28: “Her prophets plastered
them with untempered mortar, seeing

false visions, and divining lies for
them, saying, ‘Thus says the Lord
God,’ when the Lord had not spoken.”

New Testament verses
Here are some verses from the New

Testament.
Matthew 7:15: “Beware of false

prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
clothing, but inwardly they are raven-
ous wolves.”

2 Corinthians 11:13-14: “For such
are false apostles, deceitful workers,
transforming themselves into apostles
of Christ. And no wonder! For Satan
himself transforms himself into an
angel of light.”

Destructive heresies
2 Peter 2:1-3: “But there were also

false prophets among the people, even
as there will be false teachers among
you, who will secretly bring in de-
structive heresies, even denying the
Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction.

“And many will follow their
destructive ways, because of whom
the way of truth will be blasphemed.

“By covetousness they will exploit
you with deceptive words; for a long
time their judgment has not been idle,
and their destruction does not slumber.”

Revelation 22:18-19: “For I testify
to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book:

“If anyone adds to these things,
God will add to him the plagues that
are written in this book; and if anyone
takes away from the words of the

book of this prophecy, God shall take
away his part from the Book of Life,
from the holy city, and from the things
which are written in this book.”

What if he is wrong?
How should a Bible student view a

prophecy proclaimer who is wrong?
Deuteronomy 18:20: “But the proph-

et who presumes to speak a word in My
name, which I have not commanded
him to speak, or who speaks in the name
of other gods, that prophet shall die.”

Verse 22: “When a prophet speaks in
the name of the Lord, if the thing does
not happen or come to pass, that is the
thing which the Lord has not spoken;

the prophet has spoken it presumptu-
ously; you shall not be afraid of him.”

When a prophecy proclaimer is
wrong, he has placed himself in the
category of false prophet.
What if he is right?

How should a Bible student view a
prophecy proclaimer who is right?

Deuteronomy 13:1-3: “If there aris-
es among you a prophet or a dreamer
of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a
wonder, and the sign or the wonder
comes to pass, of which he spoke to
you, saying, ‘Let us go after other
gods’—which you have not known—
‘and let us serve them,’ you shall not
listen to the words of that prophet or
that dreamer of dreams.

“For the LORD your God is testing
you to know whether you love the Lord
your God with all your heart and with
all your soul.”
So what?

When a prophecy proclaimer is
right, I recommend that you have the
attitude of “So what?”

Matthew 24:24: “For false christs
and false prophets will rise and show
great signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect.”

Revelation 13:13-14: “He performs
great signs, so that he even makes fire
come down from heaven on the earth
in the sight of men.

“And he deceives those who dwell
on the earth by those signs which he
was granted to do in the sight of the
beast, telling those who dwell on the
earth to make an image to the beast who
was wounded by the sword and lived.”
More powerful than prophecy

Do you remember what is more im-
portant than accurate prophecy?

1 Corinthians 13:2: “And though I
have the gift of prophecy, and under-
stand all mysteries and all knowledge,
and though I have all faith, so that I
could remove mountains, but have not
love, I am nothing.”

‘I have not sent these prophets, yet they ran.
I have not spoken to them, yet they prophesied.’

Read about Feast in Kingston, Glenwood Springs, Pigeon Forge
exciting “Spiritual Survivor Series” in
which he sought to highlight the major
reasons, based on his experience and
study, why believers fall away from
the faith and why others survive.

His exposition on Ephesians 6 pro-
vided potent lessons in how to over-
come the schemes of Satan by putting
on the whole armor of God.

A feast of sermons
Sermon speaker Chester Coke was

commended by Pastor Boyne for the
profundity of his presentation, ‘‘The
Science of Spiritual Change.”

Sermons by this writer (Glenford
Smith) were titled “The Heart of the
Beast,” “Master Your Weakness” and
“Distraction Proof.”

Speakers also included Deacon
Christopher Hendricks, now slated to
undertake the Ministerial Apprentice-
ship Programme (MAP), Stephen Scale
(“From Problems, Through Purpose, to
Power”); Sean Goldburn (“The Great
Hope of the Kingdom of God”); first-
time Feast speaker Khari Ballantyne;
Shannon Henry (“Eyes on the Prize”);
Andre Dennis (“Focusing on the King-
dom”); Richard Wright (“Contend for
the Faith”); Ray Williams (“Bus Jour-
ney to Millennium Park”); Deacon
Derrick Alwood (“Rejoice!”); Jeremy
McKenzie (“Youth Matters”); and
Jordan McKenzie (“Humility”).

HWA Memorial Speaking
Competition

In the eagerly anticipated annual
Herbert W. Armstrong Memorial Speak-
ing Competition, Stacy-Ann Hall re-
claimed the coveted trophy for the
Kingston congregation.

Ms. Hall presented the best argu-
ments to defend the CGI’s doctrine on
tithing. In the process, she captured the
crown from last year’s winner, from
Spanish Town, Stephen Allen, also

winning J$50,000 (about US$500) for
herself.

Women in service
In a special session on “Spiritual

Growth” on Friday night, two women,
Meleisa Haynes and Marjorie Miller,
delivered presentations on how men
and women can achieve consistent
growth in their spiritual walk.

This is in line with the belief and
practice of the Jamaican CGI that, al-
though women cannot be in the or-
dained ministry, they play an impor-
tant and valuable role in all aspects of
a healthy, growing church.

Consequently, women head various
ministries, including the Institute of

Religion, which is responsible for ad-
vancing doctrinal and theological
growth locally.

Women also make presentations at
weekly Monday Night Sessions on
various topics, including the biblical
study of church doctrines.

Social activities
The Jamaican Feast site was not fo-

cused only on sermons, prayer meet-
ings and other spiritually oriented ac-
tivities. It was also an adventure in
fun, food and frolic, as they say.

There was the annual Family Fun
Show, which delivered many enter-
taining performances in dance, drama,
music, poetry and a bulla-eating con-
test that prompted great laughs from
everyone.

The annual Jamaica Night saw hun-
dreds coming out in their Jamaica col-

ors to enjoy the usual banquet of local
meals and drinks while being enter-
tained with local music.

The annual Couples Night and Sin-
gles’ Mingles Party lived up to their
usual high expectations. Couples ex-
changed ideas on how to strengthen
their marriage and family life by spic-
ing up their romantic and sex life
before dancing the night away to their
favorite love songs hand in hand and
cheek to cheek with their beloved.

The singles were not to be outdone
in their enjoyment of their social and
party as they, too, partied away late
into the night.

A special soccer competition be-
tween “masters” and “youngsters” re-

ignited fierce rivalry, with the older
men eventually getting the upper hand
over their younger counterparts, giv-
ing them a thrilling 3-1 beating, in-
cluding goals from masters Clive
Clarke and John Allen.

Four baptisms
Following its unbroken tradition of

always baptizing someone at the
Feast, Pastor Boyne baptized four new
persons on the morning of the Last
Great Day.

The service, at the scenic Turtle
Towers Beach, saw more than 150
persons show up to sing and otherwise
support the baptismal candidates.

Mr. Boyne noted at the service that
the church always has to keep focused
on Jesus’ commission to make disci-
ples and baptize new people into the
faith. Glenford Smith.

A GREAT FEAST IN PIGEON FORGE

PIGEON FORGE, Tenn.—What a
beautiful Feast 2013 was! God’s

people enjoyed fantastic foods, ser-
mons and other things.

This year in Pigeon Forge the big
highlight was to have Jim Franks, pres-
ident of the Church of God a Worldwide
Association (CGWA, known informally
as Cogwa), join us and speak to us.

We were joined by brethren from
St. Augustine, Fla., who were unable
to hold services due to illness.

The whole week went by so fast,
but at the same time new friendships
were forged and new lessons learned
as we heard sermons about our duties

as those called into God’s church per-
taining to the world tomorrow.

The coordinator for Pigeon Forge
was Mark Winner of Nashville, Tenn.,
and Louisville and Henderson, Ky. Pi-
geon Forge was one of 41 sites Cogwa
held around the world.

On Friday, Sept. 20, Mr. Winner
gave a sermon in which he said: “We
all can have a feeling of excitement.
The thought of what the Feast pictures
should bring us excitement.”

It did bring great excitement to real-
ize just what the Feast truly pictures as
we focused on the world tomorrow,
how much more beautiful things will
be and how much of a family we will
be in that day.

We also enjoyed a great evening
during the Feast as Mr. Winner dee-
jayed the annual family dinner-dance,
and then we had another great night on

which we enjoyed a jam session with
many of the brethren participating.

It was a thrill to hear some great
music and toe-tapping during the eve-
ning.

We can look forward again next
year to another great Feast. Michael
Stevenson, Grand Junction, Colo.

COLORADO FEAST

GLENWOOD SPRINGS, Colo.—
The Christian Church of God of

Grand Junction, which has sponsored
a Feast site since 2002, held God’s
Feast this year in beautiful Glenwood
Springs, 21⁄2 hours west of Denver and
known for its large hot-springs pool.

The meeting hall was at the Hotel
Colorado.

For those not familiar with this
hotel, it was built in 1893 and is of
Italian architecture. It features 80 clas-
sic rooms, 20 family rooms and 30
suites that showcase the comfortable
elegance and Victorian charm of the
19th century.

How the teddy bear got its name
Its visitors have included Presidents

William Howard Taft and Theodore
Roosevelt, after whom the teddy bear
was named.

Other famous visitors have includ-
ed Chicago gangsters Bert and Jack
Verain, the socialite Molly Brown and
John H. “Doc” Holliday, a dentist who
died in 1887 from tuberculosis.

Other presidents, silver barons,
debutantes, society’s elite, movie stars
and romantics have graced this grand
dame’s hallways, each leaving an in-
delible footprint for us to forever
remember.

The main theme of this year’s Feast
was that of God’s great master project
of restoring all things, to be accom-
plished with the assistance of the first-
fruits who are now being trained to be

This year in Pigeon Forge the big highlight was to have
Jim Franks, president of the Church of God a

Worldwide Association, join us and speak to us.

Continued from page 22

See READERS, page 24

Continued from page 3
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Mrs. Meredith dies
CHARLOTTE, N.C.—Sheryl

Meredith, wife of Roderick C.
Meredith, presiding evangelist of

the Living
Church of
God, died
Nov. 29,
2013, after a
long fight
with cancer.

Mrs. Mere-
dith was at
home when
she died, sur-
rounded by
family mem-
bers, an-

nounced an LCG spokesman,
Dexter Wakefield.

A funeral was planned for
Dec. 4.

CGWA Winter Family
Weekend

ALLEN, Texas—The 2013
Winter Family Weekend spon-
sored by the Church of God a
Worldwide Association (CGWA,
or Cogwa) is set to take place
Tuesday evening, Dec. 24,
through Saturday night, Dec. 28,
in Louisville, Ky.

The theme this year is
“Escape From the World: Living
a Godly Life in Satan’s World.”

The weekend’s activities will
take place at the Galt House
Hotel and Conference Center,
140 N. Fourth St., Louisville.

For more information go to
members.cogwa.org/wfw.

UCG’s Winter Family
Weekend

MASON, Ohio—The United
Church of God’s Winter Family
Weekend for 2013 will happen at
the Great Wolf Lodge in the
Cincinnati, Ohio, area Dec. 20-
24, 2013.

Events will include sports, a
huge water park, swimming
pools.

For more information from
event coordinators Gary Antion
and Roy Holladay, go to
wfw.ucg.org.

Lexington Winter Family
Weekend update

WEST CHESTER, Ohio—The
Winter Family Weekend, Dec.
24-29, sponsored by the Church
of God Cincinnati and Church of
God Lexington at the Griffin
Gate Marriott Resort in Lex-
ington, Ky., is offering a low flat
rate for attendees this year.

Call (877) 901-6632 to make a
reservation.

“This annual family event has
been a huge success since
1997, when it was created as a
weekend where friends can
meet as equals to worship, fel-
lowship, play, grow and learn,
organizer Jim O’Brien said.

For more information write Mr.
O’Brien at jimobri@gmail.com.

Was Isaiah really unclothed
for three years?

PLAINFIELD, Ill.—If you’ve
ever wondered about the Bible’s
depiction of the prophet Isaiah
as one who “walked naked and
barefoot for three years” (Isaiah
20:3), you can stop wondering.

According to an article by
Edward Malone in the recent
issue of Shepherd’s Voice
Magazine, “naked” doesn’t nec-
essarily mean naked.

See also articles about the
simplicity and beauty of the
gospel message, the practice of
pure piety, and “a new defense
system.”

Write Shepherd’s Voice
for a free subscription at P.O.
Box 474, Port Austin, Mich.
48467, U.S.A., or info@
shepherdsvoicemagazine.org.

Mr. Armstrong kept Sivan 6
Pentecost

BELMORE, Australia—Radio
Church of God founder Herbert

W. Armstrong
originally
kept
Pentecost on
Sivan 6 on
the Jewish
calendar
each year
when he
founded the
RCG in the
1930s.

Henk Jens,
who operates

the rightly-dividing.net ministry
out of Australia, said Mr.
Armstrong was “almost correct”
keeping it on that date.

Later Mr. Armstrong came to
believe Pentecost should fall
always on a Sunday, and in 1974
he finally set on a movable feast
date that was always on a
Monday.

See Mr. Jens’ article on page
14 of this issue of THE JOURNAL
for more details, including why
we should keep Pentecost on
Sivan 7.
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Henk Jens

kings, priests, teachers, preachers and
healers.

Most of the messages during the
Feast focused on these main points
and our responsibility to prepare now.

The 2013 Feast of Tabernacles was
our best ever in 40-plus years of Feast
observance. The love and warmth of the
85 to 90 brethren in Glenwood Springs
was overwhelming, to say the least.

The messages were definitely com-
posed of strong meat, concerning our
decaying society and our role in pre-
paring now for our future responsibil-
ities in God’s Kingdom.

The get-togethers were wonderful
and the activities wholesome and en-
joyable.

Seven minutes to Iron Mountain
Activities included a delightful fami-

ly day at the Glenwood Caverns Ad-
venture Park, atop Iron Mountain at an
elevation of 7,160 feet, accessible
through the seven-minute, 4,300-foot
tram ride from the base of the mountain.

Functions also included a formal
dinner-dance, a senior luncheon, sight-
seeing, a trip to Grand Junction for a
Minnesota family interested in possible
relocation, and multiple opportunities
to share meals at some of Glenwood
Springs’ many fine restaurants.

It was so good to renew old ac-
quaintances and make new ones. We
had one get-together in our condo
where 14 people came, all of whom
were seasoned, mature Christians.

We enjoyed wine and snacks and
talked mostly about spiritual issues
and church history for about two
hours. It was so uplifting and unlike
anything we had ever experienced
during our entire church life! Rick
Beltz, Port Austin, Mich.

PHILIPPINE BRETHREN

TAGAYTAY CITY, Philippines—
Brethren from Cavite province

observed the 2013 Feast of Taber-
nacles in breezy Ta-
gaytay City.

Live messages from
local elders and video
sermons from the
United States were our
spiritual food, along
with the Bible on which
they had lengthy discussions follow-
ing the example of the Bereans. Max
Noble.

STIRLING FEAST

STIRLING, Scotland—Stirling, once
a center of power in Scotland and

where James VI of Scotland who later
became James I of Britain, famed for
the most famous translation of the
Bible, came from.

Stirling provided a great historic
setting for a peaceful Feast of Taber-
nacles observance.

Two hundred thirty-one people at-
tended this United Church of God Feast.

God’s expanding family, now and
through the 1,000 years and on into
eternity, were aspects running through
sermonettes and sermons.

Recent teachings on more-spiritual
love, friendliness and openness to
both Feastgoers and outsiders were
evident in the warmth and positive at-
mosphere.

The teachings of Dennis Luker and
now Victor Kubik are having a good
effect.

Visits included Loch Ness (no one
saw the monster), St. Andrews golf
course (not to play), Scone Palace and
a safari park.

Baptisms added to the enjoyment.
David Young.

GROUP OF 12 IN KACHINLAND

LAKE INDAWGYI REGION, Ka-
chinland—From June up to the

end of September 2013, the terrible
fightings between the Kachin armies

and the Burma government armies
were going on in northern and eastern
Kachinland.

Though Kachinland has seven local
home churches, and this year we de-
cided to choose our Feast site in the
Lake Indawgyi Region, the scattered
members could not come and partici-
pate in our Feast because of the terri-
ble fightings.

The Feast was successfully cele-
brated in our hometown, Na Mawn.
The participants are only 12 persons.

Even though we were a small group

this year, we were all very much hap-
py to be gathered together.

Every day we praised God much
for His merciful protections. We sang
many hymnal songs. We earnestly
studied the Bible truths, and we all
prayed together.

During the Feast we spent only
US$20 for our daily food. Our main
foods are rice and vegetables.

Even though our foods are not all
that delicious, we thank You, God, so
much for providing us for our daily
foods abundantly.

We have had many spiritual meals
of manna, and we all have had many
spiritual strengths of faith.

Today we stand alone on our feet
by the guidances of our Almighty God
in Kachinland. But we are willing to
contact the Churches of God from
around the world. Please remember us
in your prayers constantly.

The mail service between Kachin-
land and Burma is running regularly.
On Sept. 6, 2013, we received THE

JOURNAL, the issue
of July 22. We thank
you for your kind
sending and gener-
ous support.

I plan to leave
for China’s border
one week from to-

day (I’m writing this on Oct. 11,
2013). I must try to come in Yunnan
Province, China, firstly.

Then I must try to come back to the
borderlines from east side to west
side.

I will stay at the refugee camps
from Oct. 21-25 for ministry and
Christian education. I need your spe-
cial prayers for my long journey
between my hometown and China.
Lazum Brang, P.O. Na Mawn–01114,
Lake Indawgyi Region, Kachinland,
Via Myanmar (Burma).

Every day we praised God much for His merciful
protections. We sang many hymnal songs. We

earnestly studied the Bible, and we prayed together.

Continued from page 23

FEAST IN JAMAICA—
Dancers entertain Feastgoers
in Jamaica on Fun Night
at a CGI Feast site. See
several festival reports
beginning on page 1. See
more Feast pictures on page
22. [Photo by Michael
Edwards]

Sheryl Meredith


