
By Dixon Cartwright

SIOUX FALLS, S.D.—Church of
God member and author Steven
Collins was shocked when con-

servative commentator Glenn Beck an-
nounced recently he believes America
was founded by descendants of 10 of the
12 tribes of Israel.

Mr. Collins was
amazed but pleas-
antly surprised to
learn that someone
as famous as Mr.
Beck seemed to be
endorsing what Mr.
Collins has been
saying for years.

“G lenn  Beck
shocked a lot of peo-
ple,” Mr. Collins told THE JOURNAL,
“when he devoted one of his widely
watched video programs to announc-
ing that he now believes the U.S.A.
was founded by the migrating descen-
dants of the 10 tribes of Israel.”

Some of the writers of news articles
about Mr. Beck’s announcement (in-

cluding a writer at wnd.com) cited Mr.
Collins’ Web site and books “as being
a major support for Beck’s belief,”
Mr. Collins said.

No one contacted Mr. Collins be-
fore writing their stories, he said, but
they quoted from his blog post on the
subject at his Web site.

“This may be the first time the 10-
tribes truth was dealt with seriously in
a major Web site and espoused by a
major U.S. news figure,” he said.

As a result of the unexpected pub-
licity, Mr. Collins’Web pages recently
attracted 1.1 million hits and visitors
from 137 nations.

His original book, The “Lost” Ten
Tribes of Israel . . . Found! saw its
four printings sold out several years
ago but is still available in English as
a downloadable E-book at his Web
site and as an Amazon Kindle book.

The discussions about Mr. Collins’
writings on prophecies focusing on
the descendants of the 10 tribes invar-
iably mention “British-Israelism,” he
said, and he’s not too happy about that.

British-Israel “is not a true charac-
terization,” he continued. “The Brit-
ish-Israelists of the late 1880s were
just one branch of people who be-
lieved that doctrine.

“As my books note, a U.S. pastor
named F.E. Pitts presented this same
belief to a joint session of the U.S.
Congress in 1857 before there were
any British-Israelites as far as I know,
and a transcript of his message indi-
cates he was anti-British.

“He told Congress the U.S.A. would
be the great end-time rival of Rus-
sia—according to Ezekiel 38-39—and
he even stated the Jews might have a
future homeland in Canaan according
to biblical prophecy.” A fulfillment of
that prophecy “happened in 1948.”

Visit Mr. Collins on the Web at
stevenmcollins.com. Order his four-
book set at BibleBlessings.net. Write
him at P.O. Box 88735, Sioux Falls,
S.D. 57109, U.S.A.

See an editorial by Reg Killingley
about Anglo-Israelism beginning on
page 3 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.

TheJournal
News of the Churches of God

3 Lonnie Hendrix says the sins
of Sodom were not about sex

3 Dave Havir and Lonnie Cacchio
write about that brave Pakistani girl

3 Reg Killingley thinks he has a way to
move forward the US&BC discussion

4 Bernie Monsalvo remembers a past
life as the amanuensis of Ezekiel

Vol. XVII, No. 4 Founded 1997 Issue No. 155 (September-October 2013) 

By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—About
160 members and former
members of the “Big Sandy

church” met on the former Texas
campus of Ambassador College for
a 60th-anniversary reunion Oct.
26, 2013.

The Big Sandy church—a con-
gregation of the
Radio Church
of God and its
legal succes-
sors: the World-
wide Church
o f  G o d  a n d
Grace Com-
munion Inter-
national—was
remembered
in an event
sponsored by one of the many
Churches of God derived from the
old WCG.

CGWA sponsor
The sponsoring group was the

Church of God a Worldwide Asso-
ciation (CGWA), known informally
as Cogwa, with headquarters in Al-
len, Texas. CGWA president is Jim
Franks. Reunion attendees hailed
from several of the Church of God
splits.

The reunion’s venue was the In-
ternational ALERT Academy, resi-
dents of the Big Sandy campus since
2002.

That’s when the owner of the

Hobby Lobby chain of arts-and-
craft stores donated the property to
the ministries of Bill Gothard of Oak
Brook, Ill.

ALERT (Air Land Emergency
Resource Team) employees served
the Big Sandy reuniters a Thanks-
giving-themed meal in the dining
hall in what used to be called the
Field House.

Local CGWA pastor Ken Treybig
was under the weather, so local
church member Scott Hammer
(whose father, Buck, donated the
original 15 or so acres to the Radio
Church of God in 1953) served as
master of ceremonies.

Mr. Hammer introduced two vid-
eos about the history of the church.

Reminiscing audience members
included Mike Blackwell, Wayne
Cole, Clyde Kilough and Dave
Treybig.

Figuring out the pastors
The parent church in 1953 was

called the Radio Church of God,
based in Pasadena, Calif.

The name changed to Worldwide
Church of God in 1968.

The name changed to Grace Com-
munion International in 2009.

There was some question about
who were the Big Sandy pastors
over the years.

The following list is a compila-
tion from several sources and may
not be completely accurate:

Scattered members recall
Big Sandy church’s history

Church of God member’s 10-tribes writings said to
influence recent Glenn Beck prophecy commentary

THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD invites
readers to send in reports of

their 2013 Feast of Tabernacles
observances.

Members of the Churches of God
and other Sabbatarian fellowships
are meeting this year at several
hundred Feast sites, with most ob-
servances beginning the evening
of Sept. 18.

Mail your article to Feast Re-
ports, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or E-mail it to
info@thejournal.org.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.

For THE JOURNAL’s first report
for the 2013 Feast, see Richard
Burkard’s article on page 1 of this
issue. Mr. Burkard participated in
observances sponsored by the
Philadelphia Church of God, Unit-
ed Church of God and Lyons Bible
Study Group.

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

60TH ANNIVERSARY—Kerry Buck Hammer (left) and his brother Scott Hammer attend
the reunion of the Big Sandy church on Oct. 26, 2013. The two men are sons of the late
Buck Hammer, who in the early 1950s donated the original property, about 15 acres, to
Herbert W. Armstrong and the Radio Church of God that became the Texas campus of
Ambassador College in 1964. See the article beginning on this page and related photos
on page 24 of this issue of THE JOURNAL. [Photo by Dixon Cartwright

BBiigg  SSaannddyy  cchhuurrcchh  rreeuunniioonn

The writer has been a member of
Church of God groups almost 30
years and is a longtime journalist in
broadcasting and freelance writing.
He currently worships in Wichita.

By Richard Burkard

WICHITA, Kan.—I quietly
asked a man standing out-
side a church-convention

business office a biblically sugges-
tive question: “I
was a stranger and
you took me in?”

His answer was
a disappointing
shake of the head.
No, he would not
let me attend the
Feast of Taberna-
cles, even though
his group considers
it a commanded annual assembly for
believers in God.

We stood inside Armstrong Audito-
rium in Edmond, Okla., the showcase
building of the Philadelphia Church
of God (PCG), on Sept. 19, 2013.

If I had purchased a ticket to one of
the auditorium’s artistic events, there
probably would have been no issues.
But attending a “free” worship service
on a Thursday morning clearly was
another matter.

“Only baptized members of the
Philadelphia Church of God can at-
tend,” the man told me.

But there was something he didn’t

know. The Feast of Tabernacles had
begun the night before, and, in a rari-
ty for the PCG, an outsider had been
allowed inside the auditorium’s main
hall for a service from start to finish.

Driving down I-35
I hadn’t traveled to Edmond, the

site of the PCG’s headquarters, to res-
cue someone from what some consid-
er an oppressive and spurious church.

I wasn’t there to recruit people
away, or even cry aloud in the audito-
rium lobby as Jesus might have done
in John 7.

Armstrong Auditorium simply was
the closest Feast site to my front door,
and my job situation allowed me to
attend only on the holy days specified
in the book of Leviticus, along with a
weekend.

It was my desire to worship God.
But I drove down Interstate 35 well
aware of what might happen.

Watch out for Laodiceans
The PCG has gained a reputation as

being far more restrictive than the old
Worldwide Church of God ever was.

Members are barred from all con-
tact with relatives who are not PCG
members, even those attending other
Sabbath-keeping groups.

In a sermon at PCG headquarters
on Dec. 5, 2005, Pastor General Ger-
ald Flurry explained the attendance and
disfellowship policy involving “Laodi-

PCG security lapse allows
interloper to attend Feast

Steven Collins

See 60 YEARS, page 24

Richard Burkard

Rally aims to help victims of domestic abuse

GAINESVILLE, Texas—A ral-
ly to raise funds and aware-
ness to help counselors and

victims of domestic abuse will take
place here Friday, Nov. 15, 2013.

Making presentations will be
Texans Mamie McCullough of Dallas
and Sheila Graham of Lake Kiowa.

Dr. McCullough is a motivational
speaker and author of several books.

Mrs. Dennis is former managing
editor of Grace Communion Inter-
national's The Plain Truth magazine.

The event is a Cheer You On Ral-
ly, set for the Gainesville Civic Center.

Coordinator Eileen Dennis-Hin-
shaw says the rally  is to “raise
awareness of domestic violence and

abuse and to en-
courage, moti-
vate and educate
the public, both
profess iona ls
and nonprofes-
sionals.”

The rally will
specifically ben-
ef i t  Abigai l ’s
Arms and the
Cooke County
Family Crisis Center. Gainesville
mayor Jim Goldsworthy will kick off
the morning sessions at 9 o’clock.

Mrs. Graham will “share high-
lights of her journey in a troubled
church,” said Ms. Dennis-Hinshaw.

Ms. Dennis-Hin-
shaw encourages
businesspeople,
t h e  clergy, min-
istries, health work-
ers and women’s
groups to attend.

The online fee is
$55 and includes
lunch, a copy of Dr.
M c C u l l o u g h ’s
book I’m Not Wav-

ing . . . I’m Drowning and a wine-
tasting. Men as well as women are
encouraged to attend.

For more information write eileen.
hinshaw@ntin.net or phone (940)
736-7733.

Marion McNair

See OUTSIDER, page 5

Sheila Graham Mamie
McCullough



Speaking of politics

Many of the COGs believe
COG members should not
serve in political and govern-

ment leadership roles.
The reasoning is by quoting out of

Bible context and quoting the opin-
ions of religious pundits.

There were no democracies as we
know of them now in biblical times.
You can’t tell me that Joseph, Daniel
and many others in the Bible didn’t
hold important government leader-
ship jobs.

Speaking of politics, we see plenty
of power politics in our COG church-
es, which is causing one split after the
other. Food for thought.

Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.

No women priests?
In reading the letters section (issue

No. 154, Aug. 31, 2013), I have to dis-
agree with Earl Cayton about there not
being any women priests in the Bible.

In Judges 4-5, Deborah was a judge
over Israel.

Hulda was a prophetess to whom
Josiah sent the priests from the temple
to inquire of God in 2 Chronicles
34:18-25.

Anna was a prophetess who taught
the people about Christ in the temple
(Luke 2:34-38).

There were other prophets among
women in the Bible. In Galatians 4:30
Paul taught Sarah’s prophecy from
Genesis 21:10:

“The son of the bondwoman shall not

be heir with my son, even with Isaac.”
Also, Miriam was called a prophet-

ess (Exodus 15:20). The evangelist
Philip had four daughters whom Luke
(who wrote Acts) referred to as giving
prophecies (Acts 21:8-9).

I really don’t think that only men
received the Holy Spirit in Acts 2.

Myra McQueen
Odessa, Texas

New Church, True Church
No wonder not many people are

being saved: because they are not
members of the New Church.

Therefore they don’t know the new
gospel. Here it is: “God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten
Son that whosoever keepeth the Ten
Commandments shall not perish”
(John 3:16?).

Joy! Hey, let’s hire some people
(including women, of course) and
send them around the world to preach
this new gospel so everyone can be-
long to the New Church and be saved.

But, of course, some will say that

they disagree with the gospel of the
New Church—because they know
what God says in John 3:16.

The true gospel that Jesus’ apostles
taught in Acts 2:38 is easy to under-
stand and will put everyone in the
right church:

REPENT AND BE BAPTIZED EVERY
ONE IN THE NAME OF JESUS CHRIST FOR
THE REMISSION OF SINS, AND YE SHALL
RECEIVE THE GIFT OF THE HOLY SPIRIT.
That is what the True Church believes.

Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.

Difficulties with new moons
On page 5 of issue No. 154 of THE

JOURNAL Michael Turner implies there
were no problems with the weekly
Sabbath when its time was set from
the new moons.

I heard that some years ago. Let us
look at some serious difficulties.

Whereas the month, by the moon,

does not at this time have exactly 28
days, we must have a God-designated
person, like the priests under the Old
Covenant, to sight and determine the
new-moon day.

Frankly, this person does not exist,
and trying to make a religious litmus test
out of any seasonal observances is like
saying the true religion is not possible.

Now, consider what site to look
from to determine the new moon. But
this is immaterial as well as arbitrary
when we don’t have an authority all
can agree on.

We obviously don’t agree on what
the Bible teaches. Going along with
something we do not agree with to try
to keep peace in the family doesn’t
solve the problem. Getting rid of asso-
ciations that expect that will solve it.

Colossians 2:16-17 states: “Let no
man therefore judge you in meat, or in
drink, or in respect of a holy day, or of
the new moon, or sabbath: Which are
a shadow of things to come; but the
body is Christ.”

When Stephen said in
Acts 7:42 that “they” (the Is-

raelites under Moses) were
turned over to worship
the host of heaven,
wasn’t he speaking of
seasonal observances?

If not, what was he re-
ferring to?
Are we ready to throw

out John’s gospel as “not
good evidence” because he
says the test of Christ’s stu-
dents is their love for each
other?

I will admit that most
try their best to be unreasonably self-
ish. With such habits we can always
find something to fuss about if we are
so inclined.

What could be the reward if get-
ting along peacefully were easy? Of
course trying to get along with people
who consider themselves first among
equals is a waste of time and effort
and will become quite expensive.

It is interesting that science tells us
modern man appeared on earth about
the same time the moon phases cycled
in exactly 28 days.

Does Michael believe he has the
mantle authority to solve these and
other problems for us and turn shad-
ows into reality? If Christ isn’t real,
what in religion is?

I am always impressed THE JOUR-
NAL is so willing to publish ideas
whether the editor agrees with them or
not. THE JOURNAL has even exposed us

to the unpopular idea that we should
love and cherish one another in spite
of our personal and religious quirks.

It is surprising to me so few see the
value of such a forum, with differing
perspectives, for spiritual growth.
There is obviously a lot of reality be-
yond human understanding.

Phillip Griffith
Delight, Ark.

Bus incident in Manhattan
The year was 1980. The State of

California had just recently lifted its
siege of the WCG, and Stan Rader and
Mr. Armstrong’s second wife, Ramo-
na, had just been excised from their
positions and influence in the church.

Mr. Armstrong thereafter decided
to come to New York City and speak
to area churches.

Our congregations in Springfield
and Hartford were enthusiastic about
attending this gathering. As I recall, it
was to be at the New York Hilton in
midtown Manhattan.

We were within a 21⁄2-hour drive

from there. Discussions among us led
to a proposal to charter buses rather
than for us country folk to risk the
hazards and hassles of dealing with
New York City traffic snarls.

So I made arrangements, and we
chartered and filled two 49-passenger
buses. All went well on the trip down.

Upon our arrival at the hotel and
after we unloaded, a police officer
came along and told the driver he
couldn’t stay parked at that location.
He would have to move on and park
elsewhere for the duration.

The driver responded to the cop
that the bus had a transmission prob-
lem and he didn’t dare move it. So the
bus remained parked where it was for
the following four hours.

There was no transmission prob-
lem. The driver lied. I heard him, but
did nothing about it.

Several hours later we boarded and
did our head counts. All seemed fine.

The bus moved forward a few hun-
dred feet, then there was this grinding
noise under the bus’s rear end.

The back end lifted half a foot, we
heard more clunking, then it dropped
back and the bus went out of gear to
move no farther.

We had moved forward just far
enough to stop broadside across the
busy Sixth Avenue, a multilane, all-
one-direction main thoroughfare in
midtown Manhattan.

It was 5 p.m., the heart of rush hour.
We were blocking the traffic and threat-
ening to snarl traffic in all of the sur-
rounding area. Circumstance had made
our driver’s excuse a reality.

Can we say be sure your sins will
find you out?

So 15 of us dress-suited men
pushed the bus forward to the nearest
curb. There we stayed until the home
agency could rush another bus the 135
miles to rescue us.

It was five hours before we were
picked up for the return home. We
soon learned that the replacement bus
had no comfort facility.

The point here is that sometimes
our fibs can turn into self-fulfilling
prophesies. Lesson learned.

Rich Traver
Clifton, Calif.

How to survive
THE JOURNAL a few years ago ran an

article by an author from Chiang Mai
who attended a celebration of the king
of Thailand’s birthday.

Home Power magazine ran a pic-
ture of another author in Chiang Mai
near Doi Inthanon, highest point of
Thailand.

The HP article is about installing a
$100 hydro turbine. Falling water is
the most efficient means to produce

electricity because it is 24-7.
A $15 subscription for six issues to

HP, Box 250, Ashland, Ore. 97520,
has articles on solar panels, wind and
hydro power, biodiesel and electric
vehicles. Or go to homepower.com.

The earth is your mother; God is
your Father (Exodus 20:12). I like arti-
cles on conservation of natural resourc-
es, how to survive (Revelation 12:16).

It is wise to prepare. If nothing hap-
pens, at least there will be a more
thankful, efficient, happier attitude.

Regan Castevens
Sparta, N.C.
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Mr. Hendrix was baptized into the
Worldwide Church of God in 1978
and currently attends Church of God
International services. He has minis-
terial credentials from the Seventh
Day Baptist Church and has written
numerous religion articles over the
years for publication.

By Lonnie C. Hendrix

FAYETTEVILLE, Ark.—In ap-
pealing to the Bible for a code to
g o v e r n

our sexual be-
havior, we must
be careful how
we employ that
book in arriving
at a standard that
comports with
God’s will.

Many people
have cited Scrip-
ture as the source
for their beliefs
about sexual mo-
rality. But a closer examination of
some of those beliefs reveals a superfi-
cial and narrow understanding of what
that book has to
say about the
topic.

In fact, when
we focus on all of
the scriptures deal-
ing with the sub-
ject we are hard
pressed to arrive at a coherent and rea-
sonable standard for human sexual
conduct.

OT accepting of polygamy,
slavery, misogyny

For starters we would have to ad-
dress the Old Testament’s apparent en-
dorsement of polygamy, slavery and
misogyny. After all, Jacob had two pri-
mary wives (Leah and Rachel) and two
secondary wives (Bilhah and Zilpah).

King David had many wives and
concubines (2 Samuel 5:13).

Solomon had 700 wives and 300
concubines (1 Kings 11:1-3).

How do we square those statistics
with the principle of marriage be-
tween one man and one woman?

Is monogamy really God’s standard?
Did God regard slaves as the sexual

property of their masters? (Genesis 16:3;
Deuteronomy 15:12-17; 20:11, 17).

Wasn’t a woman regarded as “un-
clean” during her menstrual period?
(Leviticus 15:19-28).

Did God regard women as the prop-
erty of their husbands? (Exodus 20:17).

Or does He regard them as His
property only in the sense that every-
one is His property? (Exodus 19:5;
Psalm 50:12; Ezekiel 18:4).

Volatile administration
When we focus on the Old Testa-

ment’s statements about sexuality, we
are also forced to confront the uneven
application of some of its laws and
principles. For instance:
�Did Abraham violate God’s law

against incest (Leviticus 18:9) by mar-
rying his half sister? (Genesis 20:12).
�Did God permit only men to ini-

tiate a divorce under the Old Cove-
nant? (Deuteronomy 24:1-3). If so,
why were women unable to seek a di-
vorce under the same system?
�How can one harmonize three

distinct teachings on the subject of
divorce: Deuteronomy 24:1, Matthew
5:31-32 and 1 Corinthians 7:10-15?

In search of a rational rationale
These questions go to the heart of

any attempt to formulate a rationale of
what is acceptable and unacceptable
sexual behavior from the Bible.

We know most Christians believe
that God intended for sex to be confined
to the marriage bed of one adult male
and one adult female (and many would
add that sex is primarily or exclusively
for the purposes of procreation).

But is that standard really gleaned
from the pages of the Bible? More im-
portant, is that standard God’s stan-
dard?

Christians’ wrong ideas on sex
If we are fair in our assessment, I

believe the biblical and historical rec-
ords demonstrate that Christians have
adopted erroneous ideas and teachings
on human sexuality.

It is also apparent that these errors
have resulted in much unnecessary
pain and suffering for all of us.

In short, many of the beliefs, thoughts
and deeds we have traditionally la-
beled as sin are not sin. Rather, sexual
desires and relationships are a natural
and wonderful part of being human.

Moreover, God designed us as sexu-
al beings as a way to express our love
for each other, enjoy each other and per-
petuate the human race on this planet.

Two problems
with sex

There are two
big problems with
the traditional Ju-
d e o - C h r i s t i a n
teaching on sex:

� It doesn’t encompass the entirety
of Scripture.
�Most Christians find it impossi-

ble to adhere to such a standard.
Thus, by clinging to these false no-

tions we set ourselves up for failure
and misery and for exposing our belief
system to charges of inconsistency
and hypocrisy.

God’s truth, however, is not subject
to failure or attack. God designed the
human body (Genesis 1:27), and we
learn from Scripture that God viewed
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Columns and commentary

Ezekiel: Sins of Sodom were not about sex

The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular col-
umnist for THE JOURNAL.

By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—By now
you have probably heard about
the book written by Malala You-

safzai and Christina Lamb titled I Am
Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for
Education and Was Shot by the Taliban.

A description in the book says:
“Malala was a 15-year-old fighting for
the right to have an education when
she was gunned down on the bus tak-
ing her home from lessons. Her mirac-
ulous recovery was the start of a jour-
ney that took her from her home in a
remote Pakistan valley to the United
States in New York.

“Malala, now 16 and living in Bir-
mingham [England], tells here in ex-
clusive extracts from her new book
how the Taliban robbed her of her
smile but failed to take her spirit.”

Schoolgirl’s diary
Malala burst onto the international

scene four years ago when an article
titled “Diary of Pakistani Schoolgirl”
was posted at bbc.co.uk on Jan. 19,
2009.

Private schools in a northwestern
section of Pakistan had been ordered
to close due to a edict by the Taliban
banning girls’ education.

It was reported that militants seek-
ing to impose a strict interpretation of
Sharia law had destroyed about 150
schools over a year’s time.

In that BBC article a seventh-grade

schoolgirl wrote a diary about how the
ban had affected her and her classmates.

No colorful dresses
The subject headings of the diary

included the following:
� “Saturday 3 January: I am afraid.”
� “Sunday 4 January: I have to go

to school.”
� “Monday 5 January: Do not wear

colourful dresses.”

� “Wednesday 7 January: No firing
or fear.”
� “Friday 9 January: The Maulana

[Maulana Shah Dauran, a Taliban cler-
ic who announced the ban on girls at-
tending school] goes on leave?”
�Wednesday 14 January: I may

not go to school again.”
� “Thursday 15 January: Night filled

with artillery.”
Her public descriptions of what was

happening in Pakistan were not appre-
ciated by the Taliban.

Shot in the head
Members of the Taliban have a his-

tory of making threats against people,
but not usually against teenage girls. In
her book, Malala describes how mem-
bers of the Taliban shot her in the head.

Here are excerpts:
“The day everything changed was

Tuesday, October 9, 2012, three
months after my 15th birthday . . .

“We had been getting threats all
year. Some were in the newspapers,
some were notes or messages passed
on by people.

“The Taliban had never come for a
girl and I was more concerned that
they would target my father as he was
always speaking out against them.

“A close friend of his and fellow
campaigner had been shot in the face
and I knew everyone was telling my
father: ‘Take care, you’ll be next.’

‘Who is Malala?’
“When our bus was called that after-

noon, the other girls all covered their
heads before emerging from the door
and climbing into the white Toyota van
with benches in the back . . .

Malala Yousafzai shows exemplary courage

In short, many of the beliefs,
thoughts and deeds we have traditionally

labeled as sin are not sin.

Lonnie Hendrix

“Thank You for my new baby sister—
but I asked You for a puppy!”

Are we the lost tribes?
Check our DNA to find out

The writer, a teacher in an ele-
mentary school in Tyler, Texas, at-
tends with the Church of God Big
Sandy.

By Reg Killingley

BIG SANDY, Texas—With ad-
vances in science come ad-
vances in knowledge. We

have arrived at a tipping point that
prompts this submission of a modest
proposal for a scientific research
project.

The project
would attempt
to ascer tain
whether there
is a DNA basis
for the theory
of Anglo-Isra-
elism (the fun-
dament of a
long-popular
Church of God
booklet titled
The United States and British Com-
monwealth in Prophecy).

Proof of the descent
of the lost tribes

If modern Europeans and Ameri-
cans of European descent are truly
the descendants of
the 10 “lost” tribes
of Israel, then it
should be possible
to design a study to
demonstrate the
scientific validity
of such a theory.

The study of ge-
nealogy has long been popular, but
now genetic analysis allows us to
study ancestry beyond just written
and oral records and archives.

DNA research into migration pat-
terns of ancient populations has
come into its own.

Miles and miles of millennia
For example, National Geo-

graphic’s Genographic Project, eight
years old, uses advanced DNA anal-
ysis “to help answer fundamental
questions about where humans orig-
inated and how we came to populate
the Earth.”

Just recently, three studies em-
ploying such research were featured
in popular news media. They de-
scribe some of the tools scientists
have at their disposal to determine
with considerable accuracy the
movements across the miles and
millennia of multiple peoples.

Different DNA lineages
According to National Geograph-

ic’s project, one study provided evi-

dence that “the people who lived in
Central Europe 7,000 years ago had
different DNA lineages than those
that lived there 5,000 years ago, and
again different to those that lived
3,500 years ago.”

It showed definitively that from
5500 B.C. to 1500 B.C. the region
that is today Germany saw at least
four stages of significant migration
and settlement. The stages were
highlighted by marked shifts in the
genetic composition of the popula-
tions in the region.

Researchers focus on mitochon-
drial DNA (mtDNA). This type of
DNA is passed down, almost un-
changed, from a mother to her chil-
dren, thereby allowing geneticists to
probe the maternal histories of pop-
ulations.

Mutant sharings
By studying the mutations or

changes in mtDNA sequences, re-
searchers have been able to develop
a record of maternal ancestry and to
group different mtDNA lineages to-
gether based on shared mutations.

Another recent study focused on
the ancestry of Ashkenazi Jews who
dispersed into Central and Eastern

Europe in the early Middle Ages.
Their ancestors migrated from Pal-

estine after the destruction of the Sec-
ond Temple in Jerusalem in A.D. 70.

Researchers analyzed mtDNA se-
quences from people across Europe,
the Caucasus and the Middle East.

Men without wives
Their analysis found that, “in the

vast majority of cases, Ashkenazi
lineages are most closely related to
southern and western European lin-
eages, and that these lineages have
been present in Europe for many
thousands of years.”

In other words, the results show
that the Jews who left Palestine
2,000 years ago were mostly men
without wives.

The proof is in the testing
“They seem to have married with

European women, firstly along the
Mediterranean, especially in Italy,
and later (but probably to a lesser
extent) in western central Europe,”

See COULD SIMPLE DNA, page 24

Reg Killingley

See VOICE OF WOMEN, page 8

See CHRISTIANITY’S, page 6

The writer, a longtime Church
of God member, posts regularly at
morningcompanion.blogspot.com.
He attends with the Church of God
Kansas City. 

By Lenny Cacchio

LEE’S SUMMIT, Mo.—When
I listen to Malala Yousafzai,

that 16-year-old Pakistani girl who
was nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize, I have to sit back and
marvel.

Outspoken on behalf of liber-
ty since she was a little girl, she
was hunted down and shot by a
member of the Taliban just over
a year ago.

She survived (she says miracu-
lously, and who am I to deny that?)
and has recovered almost 100 per-

Pakistani girl
outspoken on

behalf of peace

See HER STORY, page 8

Analysis shows that the Jews who
left Palestine 2,000 years ago

were mostly men without wives.
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Essay Them bones, them bones (them dry bones) did hear the word of the Lord
Mr. Monsalvo and his wife, Paula,

attend services of the Church of God Big
Sandy.

By Bernie Monsalvo

GLADEWATER, Texas—Is time
travel possible? Can events in the
future be perceived by mere mor-

tals? Conversely, can the the past be
relived?

I believe it is not only possible but has
happened. I have vividly imagined a
conversation of
thousands of years
ago with one of
my mentors in
the ways of the
Lord.

At  the t ime
there was no En-
glish language,
only Hebrew, Ara-
maic, Greek and
Babylonian, and
yet we were able
to communicate.

Ezekiel ben Buzi ben Adam did
indeed time-travel, and I think I did too
by picking up his first impressions. I was
at the time Barnabas ben Monsalvo,
Ezekiel’s faithful amanuensis.

Are there other events in the future
waiting to be witnessed in our time? Can
the past be probed?

Please, dear reader, you decide.
__________

By Ezekiel ben Buzi ben Adam
As recorded by his faithful amanuensis,

Barnabas ben Monsalvo

IN THE LAND OF THE CHAL-
DEANS BY THE RIVER CHE-
BAR—Today I took a strange trip. I

was taken—at least it felt that way—in
some sort of flying chariot.

I was seated in the device quite com-
fortably. The chariot floated gently over
the land. I was transported swiftly
through the air.

I had no control over where the char-
iot was flying, but I wasn’t afraid. I felt
strange knowing I was not in danger of
falling out of the chariot, even though I
had never before ridden in a vehicle
such as this.

The ride was pleasant because the
hand of the LORD was upon me, and I
was being carried out in the spirit of the
LORD.

I alighted in the midst of a valley that
was full of—of all things!—bones. The
chariot circled around and caused me to
pass by the bones, and, behold, there
were thousands of bones in an open val-
ley. And, lo, they were very dry.

The trip
I am well acquainted with the Eternal.

He has spoken to me many times, but
this was the first time I found myself rid-
ing 15 or 20 feet above the ground.

I glided over a giant valley. I don’t
know how big it was, but it was perhaps
30 or 40 miles wide.

It took a couple of hours to fly over
what appeared to be millions of dried-
out human bones. It seemed to me the
hot desert sun had made them to appear
white and parched. I had a sensation of
profound thirst as well.

After I flew for a time in complete
silence, the LORD said to me:

“Son of man, can these bones live?”

Intimate and endearing
For some reason I found that I liked

being called ben Adam, or Son of Man.
Every time I heard it I felt set apart, spe-
cial. The appellation seems intimate and
endearing to me.

I wonder if the LORD ever refers to
anybody else in that special way. 

I was deep in my thoughts and a ques-
tion took me by surprise. I had no idea of
the answer, but the question was: Can
these bones live?

I answered, “O LORD God, You must
know.”

As far as the eye could see
I didn’t know what to think. Bones

scattered as far as the eye could see?
What could I know about such things?

I had the feeling that the Lord GOD
would answer His own question. He was
intent on enlightening my ignorance.
After a silence He said to me:

“Prophesy to these bones, and say to
them, ‘O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD! Thus says the Lord GOD to these
bones: “Surely I will cause breath to
enter into you, and you shall live. I will

put sinews on you and bring flesh upon
you, cover you with skin and put breath
in you; and you shall live. Then you
shall know that I am the LORD.” ’ ”

I was stunned by this direct order. I
have carried out other requests of the
LORD. But to speak to an audience of
ancient, dried-out bones? How does this
make any sense? How could the bones
hear anything I would say to them?

Panoramic view
I was still hovering over the valley of

the dry, dead, white bones when I gently
came to rest on a small hill that afforded
me a panoramic view of the immense
valley around me.

I still had no idea how I would get
back to my family, but I was not con-
cerned or afraid. Something was reas-
suring and comforting about the pres-
ence of my divine Host.

I composed myself, straightened up
and took cover behind a rock. But I
prophesied as I was commanded.

As I was speaking I heard—and felt
—a sound: a noise that grew into an
unnerving rattling. The bones were com-
ing together, bone to bone, skeletons!
My words were having a strange vivify-
ing effect on the bones!

The rattling continues
What in the world was going on? It

seemed that in a twinkling of an eye
the whole valley was astir. I heard the
bones rattling and saw them convuls-
ing. It sounded as if immense quanti-
ties of small pebbles were shaking and
making a racket inside a huge, covered
wooden box.

Then the frequency and volume of
the rattling sound seemed to increase. I
don’t know if the earth was quaking
and agitating the bones—was that what
was happening?—but suddenly the
noise the bones were making became
unbearably louder.

Zombies for only a moment
The bones, now whole skeletons, be-

gan growing sinews and flesh. Skeletons
became hideous zombielike creatures.

Then the zombies, in a twinkling of
an eye, morphed into healthy, rosy hu-
man bodies.

They looked healthy, except that
there seemed to be no breath in them.
They were lying everywhere, even in
piles. They seemed to be asleep, dor-
mant, dead to the world.

The scene before me was nothing if
not amazing. From mountains of bones
to virtual piles of human bodies splayed
and askew, young and old men, young
and old women and multitudes of chil-
dren, lay.

The valley could have been a battle-
field full of dead soldiers, except there
was no blood, no gore. The bodies
appeared to be healthy if comatose.

I blinked and notice that the bodies
were beginning to seemingly magically
acquire clothing. They had been naked.
Now they were wearing attire: utilitari-
an, nothing fancy.

Then the LORD said to me:
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy,

son of man, and say to the breath, thus
says the Lord GOD: ‘Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe on these
slain, that they may live.’ ”

The bones wake up!
I followed the LORD’s instructions as

best I could.
I entreated the Breath That Gives Life

to enter into the tens or maybe hundreds
of thousands of bodies lying seemingly
lifeless in this great valley.

I prophesied as the LORD commanded
me, and air came into the bodies and
they began to visibly breathe.

It wasn’t long before they began to sit
up and then stand up and gaze at their
surroundings and each other in bewil-
derment.

I thought: If the bodies, these human
beings, could be trained and organized,
they could be a great army.

To say the least, I was dumbfounded.
My jaw dropped open, my mouth was

agape. As they stood up and regained
their senses, the newly conscious hu-
mans seemed to begin to recognize their
families and other loved ones.

Beginning to perceive
Children ran to their parents and

grasped their hands, clung to their
hands. Hundreds, then thousands, then
hundreds of thousands—millions?—of

people stared in stupefied amazement,
shocked that they were living again and
obviously wondering what could possi-
bly happen next.

The Lord GOD said to me:
“Son of man, these bones are the

whole house of Israel. They indeed say,
‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and
we ourselves are cut off!’ ”

God keeps His word
God was in the process of keeping

His promise to Abraham. The whole
House of Israel—Judah, Joseph, Dan,
Ephraim, Zebulun and the rest—were

coming alive in front of my very eyes.
I was surprised to find that I recog-

nized some of the people, some who had
been my teachers. Others were elders
and instructors in my village. I won-
dered if I might meet my own great-
great-grandparents and hear firsthand
what it was like to cross the Red Sea
with Moses.

The words of the Torah came into my
mind. The LORD had promised Abra-
ham:

“By Myself I have sworn, says the
LORD, because you have done this thing,
and have not withheld your son, your
only son—blessing I will bless you, and
multiplying I will multiply your descen-
dants as the stars of the heaven and as
the sand which is on the seashore; and
your descendants shall possess the gate
of their enemies. In your seed all the
nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice.”

Not your usual miracle
It dawned on me that I was witness-

ing a miracle, and not just any miracle.
I couldn’t count the people, the multi-

tude was so great. It seemed that from
every mound of bodies had sprung hun-
dreds of people.

I don’t know how long I had been
watching, engrossed, when the Eternal
spoke to me again:

“Therefore, prophesy and say to
them, thus says the Lord GOD: ‘Behold,
O My people, I will open your graves
and cause you to come up from
your graves, and bring you into the land
of Israel.

“ ‘Then you shall know that I am the

LORD, when I have opened your graves,
O My people, and brought you up from
your graves. I will put My Spirit in you,
and you shall live, and I will place you
in your own land. Then you shall know
that I, the LORD, have spoken it and per-
formed it,’ says the LORD.”

Miraculous voice
Once again, I addressed my newly

revivified audience. It seemed to me my
voice miraculously thundered and rever-
berated throughout the valley. I didn’t
even have to shout. I was certain I was
being heard loudly and clearly.

I perceived that the people were rivet-
ed by the words from God they were
hearing from me.

I knew why God was using me to
communicate with the people. The last
time He directly spoke to crowds of
human beings was at the giving of the
Ten Commandments at Mount Sinai.

The people at that time were scared
to death. They entreated Moses:

“We’re scared of His voice. You tell
us what He wants us to do.

“You speak with us, and we will hear;
but let not God speak with us, lest we
die.”

We will unite again
My heart beat fast. The events of the

last few hours overwhelmed me. But
again the word of the LORD came to me:

“As for you, son of man, take a stick
for yourself and write on it: ‘For Judah
and for the children of Israel, his com-
panions.’ Then take another stick and
write on it, ‘For Joseph, the stick of
Ephraim, and for all the house of Israel,
his companions.’ Then join them one to
another for yourself into one stick, and
they will become one in your hand.”

Looking around at the trees, I found a
couple of good-sized sticks. I peeled the

bark and a neat white surface lay be-
neath. I found my pen and ink and wrote
on each stick as I was told.

Some of the people who had recently
come alive had organized themselves
and selected elderly spokesmen. The
masses and their spokesmen watched
me intently.

Of course, they had questions. Of
course, God had already briefed me
about their questions. He told me:

“And when the children of your peo-
ple speak to you, saying, ‘Will you not
show us what you mean by these?’—
say to them, thus says the Lord GOD:
‘Surely I will take the stick of Joseph,
which is in the hand of Ephraim, and the
tribes of Israel, his companions; and I
will join them with it, with the stick of
Judah, and make them one stick, and
they will be one in My hand. And the
sticks on which you write will be in
your hand before their eyes.’ ”

Forgetful elders
I reminded the elders about God’s

promise to reunite the 12 tribes so they
could live as they lived when they first
entered the Promised Land.

Some remembered the cruel task-
masters of Egypt during their long slav-
ery before the Exodus. Some knew
about the dead during the Assyrian inva-
sion. Some recollected the brutality of
the Babylonians when they took the
Jews to Babylon.

They looked at the united sticks and
understood that God would make them
one people again.

The Lord GOD spoke to me again:
“Then say to them, thus says the Lord

GOD: ‘Surely I will take the children of
Israel from among the nations, wherever
they have gone, and will gather them
from every side and bring them into
their own land and I will make them one
nation in the land, on the mountains of
Israel; and one king shall be king over
them all; they shall no longer be two
nations, nor shall they ever be divided
into two kingdoms again.

“ ‘They shall not defile themselves
anymore with their idols, nor with their
detestable things, nor with any of their
transgressions; but I will deliver them
from all their dwelling places in which
they have sinned, and will cleanse them.

“ ‘Then they shall be My people, and
I will be their God. David My servant
shall be king over them, and they shall
all have one shepherd; they shall also
walk in My judgments and observe My
statutes, and do them.’”

A new king and a new Shepherd
Wow, what a promise! We will be one

kingdom again, never to be defiled again
by idols. God will gather His people
from everywhere to restore them spiritu-
ally. He will fulfill His purpose for us: to
be our God forever.

We will not be deceived again by
false shepherds. We will have David
again as our king: King David, the man
after God’s own heart, the man forgiven
of his trespasses and hideous sins before
God.

I somehow understood that David
would have to be resurrected, and evi-
dently he would be resurrected long be-
fore the valley of dry bones became the
repository of millions of people who had
been dead for centuries.

God continued with His message:
“Then they shall dwell in the land that

I have given to Jacob My servant, where
your fathers dwelt; and they shall dwell
there, they, their children, and their chil-
dren’s children, forever; and My servant
David shall be their prince forever.

“Moreover, I will make a covenant
of peace with them, and it shall be an
everlasting covenant with them; I will
establish them and multiply them, and I
will set My sanctuary in their midst
forevermore.

“My tabernacle also shall be with
them; indeed I will be their God, and
they shall be My people. The nations
also will know that I, the LORD, sanctify
Israel, when My sanctuary is in their
midst forevermore.”

Life anew
The elders were just beginning to

understand what God was saying: that
they would be given a new life, a new
life under David and his princes, a new

It dawned on me that I was witnessing a miracle, and not just
any miracle. I was surprised to find that I recognized some of

the people, some who had been my teachers.

Bernie Monsalvo

See THERE WILL, page 5

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES—The Valley of Dry Bones, described in Ezekiel 37, is
depicted in a famous woodcut by French artist Gustave Doré.The artist, who lived 1832-
1883, worked primarily with wood engraving. [Graphic in the public domain]



Issue No. 155 (September-October 2013) THE JOURNAL 5

life under One Shepherd.
David will organize their nation while

the LORD, our Shepherd, will guide us.
Suddenly the words of Psalm 23

made sense to me in a different way.
David, the author of this psalm, had
written:

“The LORD is my Shepherd; I shall
not want. He makes me to lie down in
green pastures; He leads me beside the
still waters. He restores my soul; He
leads me in the paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake.

“Yea, though I walk through the val-
ley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil; for You are with me; Your rod and
Your staff, they comfort me.

“You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; You anoint my
head with oil; my cup runs over.

“Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life; and
I will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.”

No more valley of the shadow of death
I was witnessing what God had in

mind for these newly resurrected people.

He gave them new, young, vibrant bod-
ies with the breath of life. Their soul had
been restored!

Now they would be under the Mes-
siah, their new Shepherd, the LORD
Himself, and He would lead them into
the paths of righteousness.

All of them had lain as dry, dead
bones in the valley of the shadow of

death. Perhaps they had been dead for
thousands of years.

Now, after their new life had been
restored to them, they would no longer
fear evil. The rod and staff of their
Shepherd would comfort them while
supplying all their needs.

The resurrected ones will no longer
want for still waters, green pastures and
oil that overflows their cup. They will no

longer want for food. A big, abundant
table will brim over with the goodness
of the earth.

Their biggest blessing will be that this
goodness and mercy will never end.
Their children and grandchildren will
never know what it is to live under
Satan’s influence.

The earth itself will become the

House of the Lord forever. All the
nations will know how the Eternal
blessed the descendants of Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob.

Lost time
In my whole experience today, the

LORD told me several times that these
people will know who their God is.
They will know Him as the God of mir-

acles, a God who gives life, a God who
conquers death, a God who as a loving
Father provides an abundant table for
His people.

After mulling over these thoughts, I
must have lost track of time. My next
conscious thought was that I was again a
short distance from my house on the
shores of the River Chebar.

I fell on my face and thanked the
Eternal for what I had just seen. Had I
been transported into the future?

Where is this valley of dry, whitened
bones, this valley of the shadow of
death?

Was this a vision, a dream, a glimpse
into the future?

As a priest, I knew I had to comfort
my fellow Jews in captivity with this

story. I resolved to sit down just now and
write it all up.

God is real
I wouldn’t try to distinguish what was

real and what was not. To me, every-
thing was real.

The Eternal God is real to me. My
relationship with Him is real.

The magnificent picture of millions
of people from all nations coming back
to life is real.

I’ll let my people know they have so
much to look forward to.

May God speed that day when our
people will have David as their king and
the Lord GOD as the True Shepherd of
Israel!

Got to get busy
I have no idea how everything I’ve

witnessed, felt and rejoiced over will be
delivered to the intended audience: the
rest of the scattered children of Israel.

That is a question for another time.
I must get busy writing it all up while

I do my best to be faithful to the words
of the LORD.

My next conscious thought was that I was again a short
distance from my house on the shores of the River Chebar.

There will eventually be peace in the Valley of Dry Bones
Continued from page 4

Outsider gets rare glimpse of PCG Tabernacles opening night
cean” family members and others.

(See THE JOURNAL’s report on that ser-
mon, “PCG Clarifies Disfellowship Pol-
icy, Gives Main Purpose of Church: the
Need to Expose Satan,” in issue No.
106, dated Jan. 31, 2006.)

This was the PCG’s opportunity to
show if that policy was still in effect.

Avoiding offense
I admit I didn’t attempt to register in

advance. I didn’t want anyone in Ed-
mond to know an outsider was coming
and prepare a special public-relations-
style welcome.

To avoid potentially offending peo-
ple, I even removed almost all United
Church of God materials from my brief-
case in advance.

Wearing the proper suit and tie, I fol-
lowed the PCG parking crew’s guidance
to a spot west of Armstrong Auditorium
about 25 minutes before the customary
7:30 p.m. starting time.

Two door greeters welcomed me into
the lobby while someone wearing a
security badge stood well inside. He ap-
parently, at that moment, was distracted
with someone else and allowed me to
walk right in.

During several minutes in the lobby, I
admired a display of Middle East ar-
chaeology. A timeline along the walls
dated it from before-Christ antiquity to
recent Jerusalem trips by Mr. Flurry.

Several examples of items collected
in the PCG’s Armstrong Foundation’s
“big dig” were displayed as well.

Have a seat
I was not at all surprised to find

a large portrait of Herbert Armstrong. It
didn’t face the lobby but was hidden on
the opposite side of lettering declaring the
building is dedicated to “the Great God.”

Unlike the Ambassador Auditorium
in Pasadena, Calif. (which once had a
bust of Mr. Armstrong in the basement),
a large encased Bible actually sits below
that dedication in the Armstrong Audito-
rium. It was opened to Jeremiah 38.

It soon was time to enter the main
hall, and I followed other people in.

“Are you looking for a place to sit?” an
usher asked without any other question. 

Very nice building
He helped me find a great seat with

little difficulty: the middle of the ninth
row of the main floor, directly in front of
the lectern. It indeed was a top-quality
building in appearance.

A bit surprisingly, the 823-seat audi-
torium wound up with empty seats down
front on the opening night of the Feast.

After I spent a few minutes sitting
quietly and marveling at my situation, a
man to my left shook my hand.

He told others sitting nearby about
how seemingly “everyone who moves
to Florida gets suspended [from the
PCG] and never comes back.”

A male college student wound up sit-
ting to my right with a laptop, ready to
take notes on the sermon.

No recording allowed
The unnamed song leader made it

clear during opening announcements
that, while picture-taking was allowed
almost everywhere (a change from Am-
bassador Auditorium, which restricted
such things), no audio or video record-
ing was allowed of any PCG messages.

Copies wouldn’t even be sent to con-
gregations after the Feast.

People from other Church of God
groups might have felt right at home
with the opening night of the Feast in
Edmond, at least with its format.

There were three Dwight Armstrong
hymns from a version of the old purple
hymnal (updated with a PCG logo on the
cover), followed by an opening prayer.

Nice special music
There were lengthy announcements

about Feast rules, including an ominous
note that only people wearing Feast
badges were allowed inside the building.

I wasn’t wearing one. An old one
from prior Feasts I had attended would
not have worked, because the PCG
badges had a big picture of the Arm-
strong Auditorium on them.

After a flawless presentation of spe-
cial music by a Feast choir, the main
opening-night message was a video ser-
mon by Pastor General Flurry.

It apparently was the first of at least
three videos shown at PCG Feast sites
because he talked about “other mes-
sages” several times.

Coded scriptures for the PCG
The Flurry focus was on how the books

of Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah have a
Feast-time “key of David” message.

It’s a “coded message,” he said, that’s
“specifically for the Philadelphia Church
of God today.”

Yet he turned to only two sections of
2 Chronicles during the opening video
and cited a letter from Elijah in 2 Chron-
icles 21 to buttress his claim that Mr.
Armstrong contributed to the work of
God beyond his death in 1986, as
“shown in the book of James.”

(You have to read Mr. Flurry’s book-
let on Jeremiah to understand that, he
said.)

Bricket Wood purchase delayed
Mr. Flurry admitted during his sec-

tion on 2 Chronicles 21 that the PCG’s

attempt to purchase the old Ambassa-
dor College campus in Bricket Wood,
England, is “going slower than we
would like.” He gave no other details.

Raising the universe’s ruins
Mr. Flurry said the future, which will

include “raising the ruins of the entire
universe,” promises to be “more beau-
tiful than Herbert W. Arm-
strong College.”

Armstrong College (AC)
was visible three times dur-
ing his message, thanks to an
overhead helicopter camera,
with emphasis on Armstrong
Auditorium and the Arm-
strong Foundation office
across the driveway.

He revealed at one point
the auditorium cost “upwards
of $25 million,” including
landscaping.

Yet, in spite of all that
wealth in the “protector of
wealth” city—which Mr.
Flurry has pointed out is the
meaning of “Edmond”—the
PCG studio apparently could not afford
a clock to time his video.

He looked at his watch at least three
times, admitting he was trying to keep
the opening-night message short.

At least one obvious misstatement
was left in the video, not edited out: a
declaration that 2 Chronicles is “the last
book of the Bible.”

The service ended in 90 minutes, with
a minister giving a closing prayer that
referred in passing to Gerald Flurry as a
“prophet.”

Change of plans

After a moment of small talk with
two older women sitting in front of me,
I walked out of the auditorium and ad-
mired its marvelous nighttime beauty.

My backup plans to attend an alter-
nate Feast site in northeast Oklahoma
the next day were changed as I drove
back to my motel.

If I could get inside “God’s house”
(as the song leader declared it) once,
could I get in a second time?

Security not sympathetic

Thursday promised two services, at
10:30 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. I arrived for
the morning service about 30 minutes in
advance.

The American flag outside the foun-

dation hall flew at full staff, as if the
Washington Navy Yard killing spree
three days earlier had never happened.
But on this day the security was tougher.

“Where’s your badge?” a man asked
as I approached the door.

I was directed toward a registration
table in the building’s outer court, where
I admitted my name was not on the rolls.

My admission gained me an escorted
trip inside to the business office, where
my name again was missing. I used to be
registered with TheTrumpet.com but no
longer remember my user name and
password.

At that point the business manager
came out for the final discussion. He
noticeably was not wearing a badge with

“Armstrong Auditorium” on it.
I tried to explain I attend with anoth-

er Church of God group that had its
closest Feast site much farther away. But
I received no words of sympathy.

Only baptized members of PCG
could attend, he said, perhaps forgetting
the children some members brought
with them. “You have to be of like
mind,” he explained.

The Elijah question
I should have asked him what “like

mind” meant. But I think I already knew
the answer. He probably would have
given me the “Elijah question,” asking if
I believed Herbert Armstrong was the
end-time Elijah.

The PCG admitted in its magazine,
The Trumpet, long ago that people were
not invited to its services unless their
answer to the Elijah question was yes.

“You’ve got to work on that,” the
manager told me about my failure to
belong to the PCG.

“I brought a nice offering to give,” I
said in a last attempt to persuade him.

He shook his head. At least the PCG
maintained principles similar to what
Peter told Simon Magus in Acts 8:20.

Yielding not to temptation
With that, I turned and walked across

the lobby without an escort, tempted for
a moment to blend into the crowd and try
to get into the service anyway, as Jesus

might have done long ago.
Instead I stepped out the

stage-left door and walked to
my car. As I walked I did
something I can’t recall ever
doing at a religious meeting
before. I shook the dust off
my shoes.

United Church of God
After driving home, I

joined in the United Church of
God webcast from Bend,
Ore., for a couple of days.

Then for the weekend part
of the Feast, I drove 21⁄2 hours
in the other direction to a dif-
ferent group’s Feast site.

Lyons Bible Study Group
I’d left an online question and voice-

mail message with the Lyons Bible
Study Group about my possibly attend-
ing but had received no response. So
this was a site-unseen trip of speculation
as well.

Yet an amazing thing happened when
I found the group’s site: an unmarked
campground shelter near Lake Wilson in
north-central Kansas. The 25 or so
members welcomed me like a long-lost
relative.

They fed me several times, allowed
me to join in interactive free-flowing
Bible discussions and even let me lead a
closing prayer after a 41⁄2-hour discus-
sion on Sabbath afternoon (including a
one-hour dinner break).

Different direction
Several of the group members admit-

ted they had also split from Worldwide
Church of God two decades ago. But
their path clearly went in a different
direction from the PCG’s.

The tone of the discussions I attended
was more Messianic and Hebrew roots
in orientation.

Pork bologna was available for those
who preferred it.

A few of the members openly swore,
smoked and chewed tobacco.

And I wound up being the only one
wearing anything approaching a suit
and tie.

The difference between the two Feast
sites I visited was like night and day. I
offer them to you and ask: Which one
comes closest to reflecting the example
of Jesus Christ?

__________
More Feast reports are scheduled to

appear beginning in the next issue of
THE JOURNAL.

To avoid potentially offending people,
I removed almost all United Church of God

materials from my briefcase in advance.

Continued from page 1

Armstrong Auditorium, Edmond, Okla., at night
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the end result as very good (Genesis
1:31).

Adam, Eve and David
We read in Genesis that Adam and

Eve “were both naked, the man and his
wife, and were not ashamed” (Genesis
2:25).

You remember the story. It was
Adam and Eve who decided that their
bodies were shameful and they should
hide them (3:7-11).

God did not create Adam and Eve to
perceive an innate shame about their
bodies. This was something they ac-
quired after they were created (with a
little help from the serpent-devil).

We read that many years later David
danced before the Lord without in-
hibition or self-consciousness (2 Sam-
uel 6:14).

David’s wife decided he had be-
haved shamefully because the priestly
garment he was wearing had unneces-
sarily exposed him to some girls in the
crowd (verses 16-20).

David, however, scolded her for her
attitude and implied that God and the
girls who had witnessed his dance
would not consider his performance to
be shameful (verses 21-22).

Brethren, we are the ones who have
attached shame and sinfulness to our
bodies, not God!

God is the author of attraction
God designed our bodies. He in-

stilled a sexual appetite in humans. He
designed us to be physically and emo-
tionally attracted to each other.

When you think about it, does it
make sense for God to give us sexual de-
sire and then forbid us ever to satisfy it?

Deep down, we understand these
truths, but many of us continue to in-
sist that nudity (as with David’s dance)
and sexual attraction are tainted with
sin and shame.

Maybe we need to reread the Song
of Solomon. For many of us sexual
attraction is just another word for lust,
and everyone knows lust is bad.

Christ did say that “whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her
hath committed adultery with her
already in his heart” (Matthew 5:28).

There you have it. Any time a man
looks at a woman with lust in his heart,
he is guilty of adultery.

Or is he? And what about a woman
lusting after a man? What was Jesus
talking about in this passage?

Confusing attraction with infidelity
Is it possible that this scripture has

been taken out of context and its mean-
ing twisted?

Notice what Christ said just prior to
the verse about looking on a woman:
“Ye have heard that it was said by
them of old time, ‘Thou shalt not com-
mit adultery’ ” (verse 27).

On closer examination, it becomes
clear that Christ was speaking about the
commandment concerning infidelity.

In other words, after one is commit-
ted or married to another person, it is
indeed wrong to indulge in sexual fan-
tasy about anyone else. (The original
Greek word implies something much
more serious than finding someone
attractive.)

Hence, the original commandment
and Christ’s elaboration of it specifi-
cally address sexual activity (or the
imagination of sexual activity) with
others after entering into a committed
relationship with another person.

Sexual attraction between single
adults is a normal and healthy feature
of how Almighty God designed us to
work. Married folks, however, are
expected to direct all of this natural
energy and attention exclusively on
each other.

No specific prohibition
What about sex before marriage?

Surely God intended for intercourse to
be confined to the institution of mar-
riage.

It will probably surprise many peo-
ple to learn there is no specific prohibi-
tion against premarital sexual inter-
course in Scripture.

John Sash wrote an excellent article
dealing with this very subject that was
published by this newspaper in the

summer of 2010 (see “We’ve Misunder-
stood the Bible on Sex,” THE JOURNAL,
issue No. 140, dated July 31, 2010).

In that essay Mr. Sash pointed out
that the English word fornication does
not fit the Greek words used in the
original writing of the New Testament.

A contract does not preapply
Still, many will argue that the com-

mandment against adultery is violated
by participating in sex prior to marriage.

But a little logic quickly defeats
such an argument. When two parties
enter into a contract or covenant (like
marriage), both parties generally un-
derstand that the covenant does not
apply to what happened prior to its
consummation (unless there is what is
called a “grandfather clause”).

In short, the contract or covenant is
generally understood to govern the
behavior of both parties going forward.

Even so, some will point to the fact
that a woman who misrepresented her
virginity to her husband was to be
stoned to death under the Law (Deu-
teronomy 22:20-21).

Mr. Sash points out that the woman
is not stoned for having premarital sex
but for misrepresenting her former
behavior to her husband.

Again, however, we are forced to
ask: What about a man who has mis-
represented his behavior prior to mar-
riage? Does this principle apply equal-

ly to men? And, if not, why not?
This is just one example among

many where the language relative to
sex seems to be prejudiced in favor of
the man.

Culture and times
Context is important, brethren. We

cannot begin to understand or interpret
these scriptures without an under-
standing of the culture and times in
which they were written.

In ancient times most cultures were
male-dominated (and the Israelites
were no exception).

Further, most of these cultures
(including the Israelites’) were overtly
misogynistic in the application of their
laws as well as the roles they assigned
to women.

In other words, many of the laws
and regulations pertaining to male and
female rights and roles were cultural.
They should not be regarded as uni-
versally applicable, eternal spiritual
principles.

Marriage virtually universal
Similarly, note that most cultures

and societies developed traditions rela-
tive to some kind of marriage ceremo-
ny between their males and females.

As we study world history, we find
the phenomenon to be almost universal.

Hence, it is reasonable to be curious
about the origins of marriage traditions
and how they developed down through
the millennia of human existence on
this planet.

Even so, we must acknowledge and
underscore the fact that much of our
understanding of marriage is based on
human tradition.

Tradition can render God’s
Word less effective

We know that Christ scolded the
scribes and Pharisees about “teaching
for doctrines the commandments of
men” (Mark 7:7).

“For laying aside the command-
ment of God, ye hold the tradition of
men” (verse 8).

He concluded by informing them
that they were “making the word of
God of none effect” through their tra-
dition (verse 13).

No biblical marriage ceremony
Traditions can be good or bad.

Some are harmonious with the revela-
tion of Scripture.

Nevertheless, we as Christians must
understand and acknowledge that tra-

dition is not on the same par with
whatever God’s will happens to be on
this or any other subject.

What about marriage? Where did it
originate? Is marriage God-ordained
or the product of human tradition?

No marriage ceremony in the Bible
In beginning to answer these ques-

tions, we should note there is no pre-
scription for a marriage ceremony any-
where in the Bible.

Does that shock you? Let me repeat:
There are no ceremonial prescriptions
regarding marriage in the Bible.

“But I’ve heard the words recited at
Christian marriage ceremonies all of
my life,” some will protest.

Even so, I challenge you to find
such a ceremony in the Bible. You will
not find one. Our marriage ceremonies
are based on the traditions of men.

Granted, much of the wording and
symbolism in these ceremonies is
based on scriptural teachings, yet the
fact remains that God did not give us a
formula for a ceremony.

Even when we go all the way back
to the beginning of the Bible we can-
not find any evidence of any kind of
formal marriage ceremony for the first
man and woman.

We simply read that the man and his
wife were naked and that they were
not ashamed of their nakedness (Gen-
esis 2:25).

Later we learn that Adam “knew”
(had sexual relations with) his wife and
that she became pregnant and gave
birth to a son (Genesis 4:1).

Marriage notions developed
In terms of the Bible, our discussion

about marriage traditions must focus
on the Israelites. It is, after all, their
story we read throughout most of the
Old and New Testaments.

Nevertheless, a word of caution is in
order in reviewing the traditions of the
Israelites: Not all of their customs with
regard to marriage were in sync with
God’s expectations regarding that insti-
tution (e.g., the practice of polygamy).

Keeping in mind the pertinent scrip-
tures, we should note that it appears
that a festival or celebration was cen-
tral to the marriage ceremony (Genesis
29:22; Judges 14:10).

This celebration, or party, was im-
mediately followed by the consumma-
tion of the marriage by the bride and
groom (Genesis 29:23).

Moreover, marriages were usually
arranged by the parents or guardians of
the bride and groom (Genesis 24, 29).

The festival, not the ‘I do’ vows
We read that the marriage of Ruth

and Boaz was heavily influenced by
Israelite inheritance customs (Ruth 4).

Nevertheless, although the tradition
of the marriage festival appears to har-
monize with our notions of a wedding
reception, it is evident that the festival
itself—not a reciting of vows—was
regarded as the marriage ceremony by
the Israelites.

This conclusion is reinforced by the
traditions in place in Christ’s day. For
example, His first miracle was per-
formed at a marriage festival in Cana
of Galilee (John 2:1-11).

It is further reinforced by the por-
trayal of Christ’s marriage to His
church.

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give
honor to him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made
herself ready. And to her was granted
that she should be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white [another tradition that
carries over into modern Christian
wedding ceremonies].

“For the fine linen is [symbolizes]
the righteousness of saints. And he
saith unto me, Write, Blessed are they
which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto
me, These are the true sayings of God”
(Revelation 19:7-9).

Three parts of a marriage
So what exactly constitutes a mar-

riage in God’s eyes? I believe the Bible
reveals three components of a God-
recognized marriage:
� The act of living with another

person.
� The sexual act itself.
�A commitment to love and de-

vote oneself exclusively to one other
person.

The first two principles are summa-
rized thus:

“Therefore shall a man leave his fa-
ther and his mother, and shall cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh” (Genesis 2:24).

Christ quoted this scripture when he
was speaking about divorce, which we
will reference again later when we are
addressing that subject (Matthew 19:5).

The third principle is explicit in the
Seventh Commandment: “Thou shalt
not commit adultery” (Exodus 20:14).

Moreover, all three principles are
reinforced by Paul’s instructions about
marriage to the Christians at Ephesus
(Ephesians 5:22-33).

Are you sure you’re single?
Therefore, in reviewing the biblical

components of a marriage that is valid
in God’s eyes, it quickly becomes ap-
parent to readers that a good many
people who formerly regarded them-

selves as being single are, in fact, mar-
ried in God’s eyes.

Are you sure you’re married?
Likewise, under these terms it should

also be apparent that some of the people
who have regarded themselves as mar-
ried simply do not conform to the crite-
ria outlined in the Bible.

Caution: It is not the intent of this
author to advocate the abandonment of
formal marriage ceremonies or dispar-
age them generally. Any ceremony
that points to God as the author of the
institution and includes some of His
instructions on its proper use is a use-
ful and good tradition.

Many societies have developed cer-
emonies to mark the point where chil-
dren become adults. While these cere-
monies do not cause maturation, they
do serve to underscore the reality of
what has happened or is happening.

In the same way, a formal ceremony
or an official document can serve to re-
inforce the spiritual reality of marriage.

What makes a child illegitimate?
Before we leave this topic we’ll

consider the question of children born
outside of the sanctity of marriage.

Most “Christian” societies have his-
torically regarded children who are born
outside of marriage as in some way
inferior to those who are born within the
confines of that institution. They have
attached names like baseborn, bastard
and illegitimate to such children.

Once again we have to ask our-
selves: How does God regard these
children?

To answer, we must look at God’s
basic principle regarding personal re-
sponsibility. This standard is often
overlooked by church leaders and their
members.

In Ezekiel we read: “The soul that
sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not
bear the iniquity of the father, neither
shall the father bear the iniquity of the
son: the righteousness of the righteous
shall be upon him, and the wickedness
of the wicked shall be upon him”
(Ezekiel 18:20).

No child left illegitimate
The principle is clear: God holds

each individual responsible for what
he or she has done.

Hence, the practice of placing the
onus on these children for something
their parents did or did not do is not
biblically sound.

Any child a father and mother

brings into the world is a legitimate
child in God’s eyes.

You may personally be responsible
for answering to God for how your
child was conceived, but the child is
yours just the same.

Paul instructed fathers to bring their
children up “in the nurture and admo-
nition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).
God expects fathers and mothers to
love, protect and support their children
regardless of the circumstances of their
conception.

Can a marriage genuinely end?
As part of a discussion about mar-

riage, a few words about divorce are
appropriate. What constitutes a legiti-
mate reason (or reasons) in God’s eyes
for ending a marriage?

In times past, human traditions in
this regard have often contradicted or
been at odds with God’s original
intent. Moses told the Israelites:

“When a man hath taken a wife, and
married her, and it come to pass that she
find no favor in his eyes, because he
hath found some uncleanness [disgrace,
blemish, shamefulness] in her: then let
him write her a bill of divorcement, and
give it in her hand, and send her out of
his house” (Deuteronomy 24:1).

Nevertheless, Christ refuted this
teaching during His own ministry:

“It hath been said, ‘Whosoever shall
put away his wife, let him give her a
writing of divorcement’: but I say unto
you, That whosoever shall put away
his wife, saving for the cause of forni-
cation [the Greek word implies chron-
ic, habitual infidelity or sexual miscon-
duct], causeth her to commit adultery:
and whosoever shall marry her that is
divorced committeth adultery” (Mat-
thew 5:31-32).

Putting asunder not allowed
Later the Pharisees asked Jesus about

this teaching:
“Is it lawful for a man to put away

his wife for every [any] cause?” (Mat-
thew 19:3).

Notice Christ’s reply: “Have ye not
read, that he which made them at the
beginning made them male and fe-
male, and said, ‘For this cause shall a
man leave father and mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they twain
shall be one flesh?’Wherefore they are
no more twain, but one flesh.

“What therefore God hath joined
together, let not man put asunder”
(verses 4-6).

Jesus explained that marriage makes
a husband and his wife one in God’s
sight and that man does not have the
ability to make them two again.

This also refers to the original cre-
ation of humankind when God be-
queathed to the male and female dif-
ferent aspects of the divine character
(Genesis 1:27).

Divorce only because of infidelity
Even so, the Pharisees persisted in

holding onto the tradition established
by Moses:

“They say unto him, Why did Moses
then command to give a writing of
divorcement, and to put her away? He
saith unto them, Moses because of the
hardness of your hearts suffered you to
put away your wives: but from the
beginning it was not so.

“And I say unto you, Whosoever
shall put away his wife, except it be for
fornication [infidelity], and shall marry
another, committeth adultery: and who-
so marrieth her which is put away doth
commit adultery” (Matthew 19:7-9).

Therefore we could legitimately say
Christ explicitly defines God’s criteria
for ending a marriage.

Paul had no authority to change
Jesus’ marriage instructions

What about Paul’s instructions on
marriage, divorce and remarriage? (1
Corinthians 7).

Again, context is important. Some-
times we forget Paul was writing let-
ters to specific churches, often ad-
dressing circumstances that were spe-
cific to a specific audience.

It is unlikely that Paul ever imag-
ined his letters would one day be re-
garded as books of a New Testament.

Thus anyone who would attempt to

If I’m right in this line of reasoning, Paul had no
authority to override or modify Christ’s statement

on the subject of marriage.

See WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY, page 23

Christianity’s traditions on sex lead to lies, shame, confusion
Continued from page 3
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Obituaries
Funeral services for Emanuel Omega “Pete”
Peden, 83, of Tyler, Texas, were Oct. 3, 2013, at
Tyler Memorial Funeral Home with burial in Tyler
Memorial Park Cemetery. § Mr. Peden was born
March 22, 1930, in St. Louis, Mo., to Emanuel
and Helen Marie Davis Peden and passed away

on Sept. 30, 2013, in Tyler.
§ Mr. Peden served in the
U.S. Navy, was a member
of the Church of God In-
ternational, loved to ride
bicycles, enjoyed camping
and was a ham-radio oper-
ator (W5CPP). He had
lived in Tyler 53 years. §
Survivors include his wife,
Peggy Peden, of Tyler; son
Rick Johnson and wife
Dana of Tyler; daughters

Debbie Cates and husband Kip of Tyler,
Stephanie Wells and husband Ritchie of Flynn,
Gwen Luchin and husband Tom of Pueblo,
Colo., Melissa Bauer and husband Mark of
Corpus Christie, Pam Rippley and husband Jeff
of Magnolia; daughter-in-law Sola Peden of
Houston; 14 grandchildren; 11 great-grandchil-
dren; a brother, Martin Barnhart of Oklahoma
City, Okla.; and sisters Nancy Gibbon of
Guthrie, Okla., Dolores Babbitt of Florida, Patri-
cia Block and Constance Hughes. § Pete was
preceded in death by his parents, a son, Larry
Peden and a sister, Mary Barger.

Faye Odie Thompson, 63, passed away Oct. 6,
2013. § She was born in Durant, Miss., and lived
in the Akron, Ohio, area for
more than 40 years. She
retired from First Energy
Corp. in September 2013. §
She was a member of the
Class of 1975 at Ambassa-
dor College, Big Sandy,
Texas. § She was preceded
in death by her father, John
Odie; her mother, Margaret
Odie; and sister, Sandra
Eure. She is survived by sis-
ters Bess Odie and Millicent
Odie; a brother, Joseph
(Sunwati) Subryan; nephews Damien (Tatiana)
Eure and Ryan Eure; a niece, Elizabeth Eure; a
great-niece, Sofiya Eure; a great-nephew, Nico-
lai Eure; and many other relatives and friends. §
Private services will be at the convenience of
the family. Condolences may be sent to 529 W.
Thornton Street, Akron, OH 44307.

John D. “Tony” Hammer, 83,
passed away on Oct. 25,
2013, in Frisco, Texas. He
was born June 13, 1930, in
Seminole, Okla., to Roy
Seth Hammer and Pearl
(Cope) Hammer. Mr. Ham-
mer was a resident of Fris-
co, where he was a mem-
ber of Stonebrier Commu-
nity Church. He was a vet-
eran of the Air Force and
had received a bachelor’s degree from Ambas-

sador College in Pasadena, Calif. He had worked
in marketing for Nationwide Insurance Co. for 10
years before retiring in 2005. § He is survived by
his loving wife, Natalie, of Frisco; two daughters,
Vickie Hammer of Dallas and Jan Oakes and
husband Mike of Farmersville, Texas; a son,
Dave Hammer, and wife Clare of Dallas; a
granddaughter, Catherine Hammer of Dallas;
and two sisters, Shirley Armstrong of Palestine
and Molly Antion of Pasadena, Calif. § A memo-
rial service Oct. 29, 2013, at Restland Coppell
Chapel. Condolences may be sent to Natalie
Hammer, 915 Nicklaus Ct., Frisco, TX 75034.
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Leavened bread pictures
something unholy and
sinful, and so the leav-

ened loaves “are unlikely to
picture the Firstfruits.” So
says Ozwitness in an article in
The Journal, issue No. 154,
“An Abib Resurrection?”

This statement has been
stated and restated by many
for as long as I can remem-
ber. The basis for this reason-
ing is that leaven represents
sin; therefore offering loaves
with leaven in them is offer-
ing sin—or, as Ozwitness
says, pictures “something
unholy and sinful.”

Notice Ozwitness doesn’t
quote any scripture to prove
his point? One important
point that he and others miss
is, “Does God allow anything
that represents sin or is sinful
to be offered?” Wouldn’t
offering two loaves of sinful
leaven be the same as offer-
ing a pig or something else
unclean? Is not the idea
clearly preposterous?

Ozwitness uses Revelation
14:5, “And in their mouth
was found no guile for they
are without fault before the
throne of God,” as proof of
his point of view. Ozwitness,
is it possible that “guile—
insidious, treacherous, cun-
ning, deceit” is to be found in
your statements?

When considering the
meaning of the two leavened
loaves that are offered,

shouldn’t the most important,
relative scriptures have been
taken into consideration?

Matthew 13:33: “The
Kingdom of Heaven is like leav-
en, which a woman took and
hid in three measures of meal
till it was all leavened.” And
Luke 13:20-21: “And again He
said, ‘To what shall I liken the
Kingdom of God? It is like leav-
en which a woman took and
hid in three measures of meal
till it was all leavened.’ ”

Leaven is not like a pig. It
is not sin, unclean or evil or,
as Ozwitness states, “some-
thing unholy and sinful.” It is
neutral. It can be used as a
type, such as sin or God’s
Holy Spirit, to make a point.

Is it beyond consideration
that, in the case of the two
leavened loaves that are
offered, they are absolutely
not unclean, unholy or repre-
senting sin in any way, and
are in fact fully accepted to be
offered as a Godly offering?

Is not this leaven a type of
God’s Holy Spirit, as de-
scribed in Matthew 13:33
and Luke 13:20-21?

The idea that God lowered
His standard of what quali-

fies as being an acceptable
offering in the case of the
leavened loaves, which
Ozwitness implies, seems
unbelievable to me.

Another point: When leav-
en is put into dough and it is
baked, then the leaven
becomes inert. It can’t be
used to leaven anything any
more than unleavened bread
can be used to leaven.

That is why people drink
wine and beer during the

Days of Unleavened Bread;
the leavening that was used
to make the beer can no
longer be used to leaven any-
thing. Therefore, wine and
beer can be drunk during the
Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Again, leavening is neither
good nor bad, is neither sin
nor righteousness, is neither
God’s Holy Spirit nor Satan’s
spirit. It can be and is used in
many ways: to bake a cake or
draw an analogy from, like
we do with many things such
as snakes, serpents, dogs,
pigs, fire, water, etc.

The two loaves meet the
strict requirements that God
demands for an acceptable
offering. There was nothing

unholy about them, from
their preparation to the end
of their being offered. They
were never unholy and then
got cleaned up or had a
facelift. The problem is with
human ideas about them.

Why do I suspect that
Satan would love us to
believe that God will lower
His standard as to what an
acceptable offering is, like
offering sinful loaves? It’s
because Satan loves to quote
but misapply God’s Word.

Ozwitness states,
“Leavened Bread Cannot
Picture Firstfruits”; then
quotes God, “You shall bring
from your dwellings two
wave loaves of two-tenths of
an ephah. They shall be of
fine flour; they shall be baked
with leaven. They are the
firstfruits to the Lord.”

Ozwitness apparently
expects us to believe his
statement, “However, those
loaves contain leaven, and so
are unlikely to picture the
firstfruits who become
Christ’s Bride, who are count-
ed as holy and sinless by
Christ.” The question is, does
his opinion override God’s
plain statement of fact?

The last person I question
concerning this belief knighted
me with the “Servant of Satan”
title. I expect a similar honor
will come from Ozwitness.

—Don the Heretic Henderson
Edmonds, WA

Leavened Bread Cannot Picture Firstfruits

Leaven is neither good nor bad,
sin nor righteousness, God’s Holy

Spirit nor Satan’s spirit.
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I Corinthians 7:15 does not allow divorce

★ www.CreatorsCovenant.org ★
PO Box 1002 • South Pasadena, CA 91031

M any within the churches of
God believe I Corinthians
7:15 does allow divorce. Let’s

look at a translation that reflects the
original Greek without ambiguity.
“And, if the unbelieving doth separate him-
self—let him separate himself: the brother
or the sister is not under servitude in such
cases, and in peace hath God called us”
(Young’s Literal Translation).

Although the English is somewhat
archaic, Young’s translation reflects
the unambiguous meaning of the
Greek douloo, which primarily means
‘become a slave.’ I Corinthians 7:15 is
not saying anything about a marriage
being unbound, but that the believer is
not enslaved by the unbeliever. How
could the believer be enslaved?

Jesus taught, “Therefore what God has
joined together, let not man separate” (Mat
19:6b). Paul paraphrased this in I
Corinthians 7:10c. “A wife is not to depart
from her husband.” If the believer were
absolutely required to ‘not separate’
from the unbeliever, wouldn’t the
believer be at the mercy of the unbe-
liever? The unbeliever could simply
threaten to leave and the believer
would be forced to do the will of the

unbeliever to avoid separation. The
believer would be little better than a
slave to the unbeliever.

Paul made his judgment here based
on the overriding need to make peace.
Jesus’ instruction was to Jews. Jesus did
not address a situation where a mate
was an unbeliever from a different cul-
ture. Paul understood that the believer
was not absolutely required to live with
the unbeliever, even though Jesus’
statement taken literally would indi-
cate otherwise.

Paul’s statement is also an example
of typical Hebrew parallelism. This is
the proclivity of Hebrew speakers to
be somewhat redundant. “A brother or a
sister is not under bondage in such cases” is
just another way of restating and rein-
forcing his instruction: “But if the unbe-
liever departs, let him depart.” The believ-
er is not his/her mate’s slave.

Doesn’t a separation imply a di-
vorce? This doesn’t follow. The very
next verse Paul exhorts those involved
to keep in mind that their conduct
could still win over their husband or
wife. “For how do you know, O wife,
whether you will save your husband? Or
how do you know, O husband, whether you
will save your wife?” If they were di-

vorced, they would no longer be hus-
band or wife and would have little or
no influence on the unbeliever.

In I Corinthians 7, Paul is not talk-
ing of divorce at all. The NKJV uses
the word in verses 11-13. In fact a mean-
ing of ‘divorce’ for the Greek aphiemi is
very questionable. The three or four
good lexicons that point to examples
of ancient usage supposedly intending
‘divorce’ all point to Herodotus 5:39 to
justify this meaning. That passage does
talk of a monarch sending away his
wife and marrying another, but it does-
n’t use aphiemi at all. It would not have
been a typical divorce in any case.
Former queens were not typically
allowed to remarry (I Kings 2:13-25).

The primary meaning of aphiemi is
‘send away.’ Depending on circum-
stances it can also mean ‘leave.’ Paul is
making judgments based on the teach-
ing of Messiah. Paul knew Jesus’ in-
struction was based on “the two shall be-
come one flesh” (Mat 19:5c) and “Therefore
what God has joined together, let not man
separate” (Mat 19:6b).

If one uses the primary meaning of
aphiemi, there is no conflict with Mes-
siah’s instruction. Paul knew “A wife is
bound by law as long as her husband lives”

(I Cor 7:39a). This doesn’t mean they
must live together.

In I Corinthians 7:15 Paul is not
allowing us to divorce, but explaining
how to live in peace and still honor our
commitments. God is faithful. He ex-
pects us to be faithful too. “For how do
you know, O wife, whether you will save
your husband? Or how do you know, O hus-
band, whether you will save your wife?” (I
Cor 7:16). If the unbeliever totally sev-
ers the relationship, that is on him/her.
‘His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case
of the man with his wife, it is better not to
marry.” But He said to them, “All cannot
accept this saying, but only those to whom it
has been given” ’ (Mat 19:10-11).

Are you serious about honoring your
Creator and understanding His mind?
This is simply one chunk of the iceberg
of misunderstanding that blinds (Rev
3:17) the churches of God. Don’t as-
sume this is the only thing that is mis-
understood about the marriage rela-
tionship. Don’t wait for someone or-
dained of men to look into this for you.
Develop your own relationship with
the real head of the congregation of
God by an in-depth study of His word.

(Click ‘Other Studies / Divorce & Re-
marriage’ at the web site address below.)

‘Voice of women’ frightens extremists
“A young bearded man stepped into

the road and waved the van down. As he
spoke to the driver, another young man
approached the back.

“ ‘Who is Malala?’ he demanded. No
one said anything but several of the girls
looked at me.

“I was the only girl with my face not
covered. He lifted up a black pistol, a
Colt .45. Some of the girls screamed and
Moniba tells me I squeezed her hand.

Shot in the eye
“The man fired three shots. The first

went through my left eye socket and out
under my left shoulder. I slumped for-
ward onto Moniba, blood coming from
my left ear, so the other bullets hit those
near to me . . .

“A Taliban fires three shots at point-
blank range at three girls and doesn’t kill
any of them. People prayed to God to
spare me and I was spared for a reason—
to use my life for helping people.”

Speaking at UN
Malala gave a speech at United

Nations headquarters in New York City
on July 12, 2013, which was her 16th
birthday.

Her speech was delivered to more
than 500 young people (age 12-25) sit-
ting in the audience from around the

world. She told her listeners that the
Taliban’s attack had only made her more
resolute.

“The terrorists thought they would
change my aims and stop my ambi-
tions,” she said.

“But nothing changed my life except
this: Weakness, fear and hopelessness
died. Strength, power and courage was
born.”

She continued:
“I want education for the sons and

daughters of the Taliban and all the ter-
rorists and extremists. I do not even hate
the Talib who shot me.

“Even if there was a gun in my hand
and he was standing in front of me, I
would not shoot him.”

Fear of women
She also said:
“The extremists were, and are, afraid

of books and pens. The power of educa-
tion frightens them. They are afraid of
women. The power of the voice of
women frightens them.”

She summed up:
“Let us pick up our books and pens.

They are our most powerful weapons.
One child, one teacher, one pen and one
book can change the world. Education is
the only solution. Education first.”

cent. She is more outspoken
than ever.

It goes without saying that I
am an unabashed, completely
convinced Christian, a follower
of Jesus the Christ.

It is also true that I have a
real problem with the road
down which Islam is taking the
world.

(Lest you take that as a slam
against Islam, understand that I
have exactly the same concerns
about Western civilization too.)

Jesus’ parable
But Malala has caused me to

think more deeply about Jesus’
famous parable about the Good
Samaritan.

If Jesus were speaking the
parable to today’s followers,
the hero of the story would not
be a Samaritan—because now-
adays it’s a compliment to be
considered a “Samaritan.”

In Jesus’ day the Samaritans
were an outcast people, at least

in the eyes of the Jews. They
were considered usurpers, a
mongrelized people and trou-
blemakers.

It was upon a Samaritan
town that the disciples wanted
to call down fire from heaven
(Luke 9:54).

Yet Jesus seemed to have a
special regard for these people.
He used a Samaritan as a pro-
totype of a good neighbor, and
it was a Samaritan woman to
whom He revealed Himself as
the Messiah (John 4).

So, while there might have
been a goodly share of Simon
Magus types running around
Samaria (Acts 8:9-23), it was
one of the first places outside
of Judea to hear the gospel, and
the people accepted it.

What would Jesus tell?
Malala has caused me to

wonder: If Jesus were telling
the story today, would it be in-
stead the Parable of the Good
Muslim? I kind of think so.

Her story could be the
Parable of the Good Muslim

Continued from page 3

Continued from page 3

MALALA BOOKS—Above is a book about
Miss Yousafzai, Malala Yousafzai: Education
Activist by Rebecca Rowell (Essential
Library). Another is I Am Malala:The Girl Who
Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the
Taliban by Miss Yousafzai and Christina
Lamb (Weidenfeld and Nicolson, London).
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O ne of Satan’s most
effective tools in
misleading the
churches of God is to

get the church off track, and
heading in the wrong direction.
In the earliest days of the New
Testament Church, as reported
in the pages of your Bible, we
see that there were some with-
in the Church of God who
attempted to force the Gentiles
to go through Judaism in order
to be a good Christian (Gal
2:11-14).

Satan’s methods and goals
seldom change: Get the church
off track and headed in the
wrong direction.

Since the mid-1990s the
Church of God has been misdi-
rected into a continued discus-
sion about the calendar issue.
As Christians who are con-
cerned about the proper keep-
ing of God’s annual Feasts, the
subject has drawn widespread
attention.

One Church of God teacher
informed me that he had writ-
ten over 1,000 pages on the
subject of the calendar. One
could say that that may be a
bit of overkill. There are, how-
ever, a few key points that we
must understand before we are
able to have a discussion of
any substance.

Are you aware that:
� God never gave Israel a

calendar?
� He gave them Feast days?
� The word calendar never

appears in Scripture?
� Calendar is never

mentioned in the seven
major English translations of
the Bible?

Furthermore, although most
of the mainline churches of
God claim to follow the
Hebrew calendar, there is never
a mention of the Hebrew calen-
dar anywhere in the Scriptures.
How in the world can they
claim to follow something does
not scripturally exist? If they
were honest about what they
are doing, they would admit
that they are simply following a
Jewish tradition without scrip-
tural backing of any kind.

Please don’t take any of this
as a condemnation of the
Elders of God’s church. They are
merely following a tradition
that was placed into the

church by HWA and Dr. Hoeh.
Both of these gentlemen were
men of good spirit and well
intentioned.

This reminds me of Mark
7:7-9: “Howbeit in vain do they
worship me, teaching for doc-
trines the commandments of
men. For laying aside the com-
mandment of God, ye hold the
tradition of men . . . Full well
ye reject the commandment of
God, that ye may keep your
own tradition.”

Question? If we can become
sloppy with the keeping of the
Feasts, what’s next?

The Sabbath? Tithing? Clean
and unclean? Look what hap-
pened when the church of God at
Rome decided to move the “keep-
ing of the Paschal celebration”
from the 14th of the 1st month to
the Sunday after the full moon
(Cat. Ency. article “Easter”).

It took less than 100 years to
turn the truth of God into a lie.

Instead of wasting our time
quibbling over “calendar
issues,” shouldn’t we be having
an honest discussion about the
proper timing of God’s annual
Feast Days? A question for
those who quibble over the
keeping of the New Testament
Passover: Should it be on the
evening of the 14th or the
evening of the 15th but some-
times keep it on the right day
of the wrong month?

That can and does happen!
It happened in 2013. This
was one of the frequent years
when the Jews claim the
beginning the new year came
before the end of the old year.
This is easily provable

You need to know how the
Jews calculate the first month
of the year. You will no doubt
be surprised!

First of all, let us recognize
that there is no Hebrew word
for month. In the first five
books of the Scriptures, the
English word month has been
inserted 78 times in an honest
error. The Hebrew word which
is translated month is the word

chodesh. The translation of that
Hebrew word is “New Moon.”

In 1611 A.D., when the
King James scholars translated
the Scriptures into English, it
was natural for them to use
the word month, because by
1611 they were not recog-
nizing the new moon. If every
time you read the word month
in scripture you said the words
“new moon,” you would even-
tually realize the significance
of what the translators did in
honest error.

When we realize that every
Feast of God is directly con-
nected to a new moon, we will
see more clearly the evidence
of the simplicity with which
God created His Feasts.

When the nation of Judah
was in captivity, the Word of
God inspired the Prophet
Ezekiel to condemn the spiritu-

al leadership of God’s people.
Ezekiel was not a historian;

he was a prophet. Prophets
write about things that are
going to come to pass. It is
important that we recognize
that fact when we read
Ezekiel 22:23-30.

He was inspired to write
about a conspiracy by the
preachers in the midst thereof
(verse 25). In verse 26 he talks
about Judah’s Priests who have
violated his law and profaned
his holy things and put no dif-
ference between the holy and
profane. He goes on in the
prophecy that they “hid their
eyes from my Sabbaths, and I

am profaned among them.”
In verse 30 he said he looks

for a man to make a hedge and
stand in the gap before him,
and he found none. How sad
it would be if that Scripture
came to pass.

The question we might want
to address is this: How difficult
is it to calculate the annual
Feast days, as God gave them
to Israel?

If you have a fifth-grader
in your group or in your family
circle, put a calendar in front
of them and asked them
to count from day 1 to day
15. Then ask them to count
7 more. Congratulations!
They just accurately enumerat-
ed the seven days of Unleav-
ened Bread.

Now, from the weekly
Sabbath within the Days of
Unleavened Bread, ask them to

count seven more Sabbaths.
Congratulations! The next day
is the Day of Pentecost.

We are halfway through the
year and we didn’t need a
Levitical priest or a member of
the Sanhedrin to get us there.
All we really need is for a con-
verted, understanding human
being to tell us when day 1 is.

The fall festivals are just as
difficult to accurately locate. All
we need to know is when is
day 1 of the seventh month.
Once we know that, our fifth-
grader can tell us when the
10th, 15th and 22nd of the sev-
enth month occur.

Again, all we need is a

competent, understanding,
converted human being to tell
us when the first day of the
seventh month occurs.

The Jewish leaders can give
us numerous reasons why they
choose to make the calcula-
tions so difficult and so convo-
luted. These numerical gymnas-
tics were never a part of God’s
will or His Word.

Brethren, God did not give a
group of Ph.D.s the under-
standing of his annual Feasts?
He gave them to a group of
wandering Hebrews living in
the desert with no scientific
instruments of any kind.

Why is the church leadership
unable to get together and tell
us when and how to do it
properly? Most of the church
leaders that I know personally
are converted, honorable,
educated, dedicated men of
God. I don’t think it would be
disrespectful to ask them the
question: Why do you refuse
to get this issue out in the
open instead of hiding behind
one obscure text about “the
oracles of God”?

In my opinion, God’s people
are not going to sit idly by
while some of the major ques-
tions about God’s Feast days
go unanswered.

The Church of God in my
opinion needs to be reconciled
not only with God but with one
another. Instead of reconcilia-
tion, we see split after split with
no end in sight. Is there anyone
who earnestly believes that God
is pleased with the splits that
have occurred and continue to
occur within His body?

Please visit our website, rec-
onciliationgroup.org, for what I
hope will be a refreshing and
educational visit. Please read
our article “A House Divided.”

Forget the Calendar...
Let’s Talk About God’s Feasts

Please visit our website at ReconciliationGroup.org

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
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Q: How Do Ignorance and
Universal Evil Affect the Reality
of God’s Power?

Part Two

A bout This Series: The written seg-
mented apparatus of “Just Table
Talk” being offered within the pages
of The Journal is ideally meant to

represent a simple inclusive idea: a friendly dis-
cussion of various thoughts and views that a
family might have at the kitchen table con-
cerning the attributes of God, and other stuff.

Rather than lecture or browbeat folks about
possible irregularities within Christian thought
and practice, or within the Bible (which
I have done already more than once), I
prefer to communicate on a more infor-
mal, personal and expansive or reason-
ing level. Perhaps you will be persuad-
ed to act. That would be gratifying. But
forgive me if I stray off point or actual-
ly attempt to browbeat and lecture you
a bit; I was a technical instructor for
quite a while, and such teaching meth-
odology runs in my blood.

About Truth: Alas! I find myself on
a self-imposed perilous mission. My
goal: challenge and perhaps eventually
persuade a few hardy souls to think out-
side of the box in order to discover bits
and pieces of the truth on their own.

I have discovered that Truth is like water. Try
to contain and stifle it and somehow, sooner or
later, no one knows how, it finds its way out of
its dingy, poorly lit prison.

In its dungeon, Truth drips, dripping, drip-
ping, inexorably like a leaky faucet in the night,
quietly at first, then louder and louder, shouting
to its guards. Even in our lifetimes, we have
witnessed this phenomenon time and again.

Truth cannot be long contained; it always
escapes. Look to the governments and the sub-
jugated peoples around the world and their
cries for liberation for corroboration. In spite of
keepers’ vain attempts to prevent its escape,
Truth breaks down locked doors. Truth flees.
Truth breaks out shouting, “Free at last! Free at
Last!! . . . Listen to me!!!”

At long last, to the chagrin of said ironfisted
keepers and wardens, restless minds awaken,
take notice of the leakage and rescue Truth for
humanity.

Like downy feathers in a high wind, Truth,
once set free, can never be returned to its
prison. Again, like water, Truth slips through
tightly balled fists and relentlessly spreads its
way into open minds. And the world can never
be the same again.

Obstacles to Communication: In any
challenging project, such as this, communica-
tion is essential. No communication, no com-
prehension. No comprehension, no tolerance.
When authentic communication ceases, any
open-mindedness one may have had for the
other’s view suffers.

Open-mindedness does not presume com-
promising one’s principles; it merely presumes
one’s willingness to understand, learn and per-
haps grow closer to Truth. And, to the intellec-
tually honest person, all this may wind up being
at the expense of one’s adopted belief system.

One who is open-minded does not automat-
ically waver in his belief system, or fiddle with
his principles, but is simply receptive to consid-
ering, as much as possible without prejudice or
bigotry, new ideas, thoughts or opposing views.

A closed mind, of course, is not receptive to
new or different ideas without injecting prejudice
or bigotry into the exercise. Like a blocked artery,
a closed mind goes nowhere and does nothing.

In virtually any religious quarter, communi-
cation can easily and quickly become strained
due to misunderstandings. By not choosing our
words carefully, we readily confuse and con-
found listeners or readers, some of whom may

not be accustomed to the demanding burden
of attentive listening. Admittedly, I have been
guilty of such poor word choices and pitiable
listening behavior.

We would do well to pay attention to how
we convey our thoughts—and thereby avoid
unintended consequences of our verbal com-
munication habits. Ambiguity and vagueness
are fairly common within much religious
thought, by choice or by chance.

One way to rid ourselves of the plague of
vagueness, ambiguity, and the miscommunica-
tion squabbles that follow, is to choose our
words with care. Additionally, we would do well
to have our selected terms supported by proper
and accurate definitions. Indeed, these points are

two of the most useful
methods of facilitating
comprehensible com-
munication.

Intellectual lethar-
gy often gets in the
way of our choosing
appropriate words
meant to express our
t h o u g h t s . O d d l y
enough, otherwise
knowledgeable and
bright people fre-
quently limit their
vocabularies to the
“sound bite” or thought-
less gut reaction based

upon previously adopted ideas.
Religious folks will limit themselves similarly,

even to the point of echoing shallow doctrinal
positions they may have embraced, splashing
them liberally about, thinking that in their care-
less speech they have said something weighty.

Even professional journalistic-type talk-show
anchors are guilty of rank amateurish speech.
Sunday-morning preachers are not excluded
from this observation. Mean what you say and
say what you mean is still a good axiom.

Knowledge is the great enemy of blindness,
partial and absolute, physical or spiritual.
Knowledge facilitates communication. Knowl-
edge fights against superstition and irrational-
ity and wins every battle. Knowledge has the
ability to free all of us from the blinders we

wear. Bible believers are duty bound to “grow
in grace and knowledge.”

(Here, it is presumed that along with knowl-
edge comes a certain amount of responsibility
and, eventually, wisdom.)

How many opportunities have we missed in
our lifetimes? Opportunity to remove blinders
comes toward you so very slowly that you can-
not help seeing it, if you will see it. It creeps up
like a snail, passes you, seems to make up its
mind that you are not the person to seize oppor-
tunity, and it is gone in a second. Others let
opportunity go by, too much startled when they
see it, or they are too bewildered or intimidated
to recognize it and to firmly take hold of it.

In Retrospect: One might wonder why I
am harping upon topics that, at first glance, do
not seem to deal with the main issue I am
addressing; i.e., the omnipotence of God and
how evil affects that reality.To respond, I submit
that numerous side issues bear upon God’s real
or imagined omnipotence, as will be shown,
while the main thrust relative to the issue above
becomes who or what God is said to be.

The words “real or imagined” are used be-

cause, in my mind, the subject has not yet been
satisfactorily concluded. Indeed, much of man-
kind, religious or otherwise, has struggled with
this topic for centuries without a satisfactory
conclusion. Depending on one’s disposition,
there may be no satisfactory conclusion at all!

On the other hand, some religious folks do
not struggle with this topic; they know. Many
would readily affirm that God is not only
omnipotent, but would include in their assess-
ment other corresponding “omni-’s” as well.

And this sincere belief may come about be-
cause uninformed, ignorant or lethargic
preachers within many Christian communities
teach God’s absolute omnipotence, omni-
science, omnipresence and omnibenevolence.
These four traits are universally associated with
God. And religious persons, by and large, sim-
ply accept them all at face value because they
are traditionally assumed to be true.

Who, and What, Is God? With a few ex-
ceptions, the four “omni” characteristics of God
are said to be “implied” within the Bible—
some say they are clearly confirmed therein.
Others deny this. Nonetheless, one must be
wary of inference or assumptions based upon
church practices, creeds, biased interpretations
and doctrinal sensitivity.

I therefore warily propose that lack of spiri-
tual discernment and closed minds have a
great amount to do with the concept of God’s
power and influence.

Further, I put forward that the Christian
world in large part has strayed far from the truth
of the matter, inasmuch as it can be discerned.
Mistakes, confusion and lethargy in this area
can greatly modify one’s perception of reality.

It has been said that the authenticity of God’s
omnipotence, his total power to do virtually any-
thing, has been greatly exaggerated. Could that
be accurate? Would average religious people or
even the biblical authors really exaggerate God’s
attributes or amplify his traits?

It has already happened. Is everything real-
ly “possible for him who believes” (Mk. 9:23)?

In the Psalms we find much source material
for implications about the traits of God. For
instance, in Psa. 147:5 the psalmist in his song
claims that there is no limit to God’s under-
standing; i.e., God knows all things.

The psalmist also claims in 147:6 that God
throws the wicked to the ground, and, in 18:8,
smoke came from God’s nose and fire from his
mouth. Could these be examples of poetic li-
cense, hyperbole or just plain hero worship?

I am unaware of God throwing anyone to
the ground. Sincere adulation of an individual is
common in the ignorance of heroic and anthro-
pomorphic superhuman tradition. Can you
think of any heroes today who are “bigger than
life”—heroes who are virtually mythologized?

Logically, it is assumed, an eternal Creator
God has to be omnipotent—a super-being.
What else could he be? After all, how could a
weak God (or Gods) have created the Universe?

My point: Trinitarian Caleb Colley, M.L.A.,
writes: “God has complete power over the
earth . . . over the spiritual realm . . . over the
affairs of men . . . over the devil. . . . God’s
complete power is unending. [Why? I ask.]
Because God would not be God if He were not
omnipotent . . .” (www.apologeticspress.org).

I closed Part One with: The next installment
will cover ignorance, the problem of pain and
evil, and more . . . On second thought, all that

stuff cannot be covered within these two
pages, so it will be spread throughout the re-
maining installments. Please be patient.

Ignorance and the Problem of Evil:
Perceptions of God’s omnipotence, his great
unlimited power over creation and his good-
ness are affected by several key issues besides
the ones already noted in the last issue. Two
are prominent.

The primary issue is called the Problem of
Evil. Evil is not limited to dreadful events: vio-
lations of civil and moral law run the gamut
from disobedience to the rules of the road to
gross wickedness.

At every level, the world is steeped in evil.
Considering such massive evil as the norm, it is
out of God’s control. And, if this is true, it has
always been out of God’s control.

I am perplexed. Why is it that all forms of
evil, depravity and general misconduct are so
widespread, common and, seemingly, increas-
ing? Within the pages of the Bible, God is
assumed to be in control of evil. Outside of the
Bible, God’s control and influence over evil has
vanished. What happened?

“By design,” some say; God adopted a
“hands off” attitude; he is deliberately holding
back, waiting for us to finish the gun lap.

But I wonder. Is that in the Bible? And when
exactly did he adopt that attitude? Why hands-
on in the Bible but hands-off outside it?

A less prominent issue respecting God’s as-
sumed omnipotence is devotee ignorance. Ig-
norance is unawareness or lack of knowledge.

Intellectual impoverishment does not neces-
sarily equate with immorality; ignorance does
not make one a bad person. Likewise, good-
ness is not limited to the learned and sophisti-
cated among us.

On the other hand, willingly ignorant per-
sons twist inward, turning a deaf ear to societal
and religious development, stunting their own
intellectual maturity. Lack of knowledge seems
to have a profound effect upon the celebrated
manifestation of God’s unconditional power
and influence. Ignorance often results in blind
faith. Been there, done that.

Sickness has been said to be a trial of faith.
For instance, some have taught that medicines
are not needed by the faithful: only have faith
in God to heal.

Blind or unsupported faith can be a trap for
the unwary. Remember Jonestown. Certainly,
countless Christians are very bright and knowl-
edgeable in any number of fields, but the bulk
of Christendom seems to be happy grasping
only popular religious clichés and trusting
preachers to tell them the truth.

As a result, ignorant people are often snared
into adopting a false god or gods, or invented
gods. But three gods, two gods, many gods,
growing family gods, no gods—are all the
same: artful delusions.

The unintended consequence in adopting
such illusory artificial gods is that such artifi-
ciality and misplaced trust negate many levels
of truth. How can one know or experience the
true God by supporting false gods?

There is much energy expended and author-
ity employed in the defense of multiple-god
religious convictions. I have heard and under-
stand the arguments. But truth is truth even if
it is embarrassing or challenging. Truth is truth
even if it is not balanced, is not in harmony
with adopted doctrine, is not agreeable, or just
makes one feel bad.

Here’s the point: Ignorance breeds misunder-
standing, false confidence, false trust and false
expectations. It breeds apathy, indifference, dis-
trust of “strangers” and much fear of ideas from
“outside.” At the end of the day, ignorance may
lead to entombment in false belief.

Ignorance is not bliss. Those who are igno-
rant have limited abilities to withstand all sorts
of evil, and they are routinely taken advantage
of by the clever ones in our midst, even from
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the pulpits. Ignorance might not seem to be
significant relative to God’s omnipotence, at
first glance. But make no mistake. Those with
limited knowledge have limited competence.
And they can wind up unknowingly becoming
lockstep-followers.

Therein we find the danger. Much of what
the truly ignorant know or think they know has
been spoon-fed to them by trusted leaders. In
effect, many believers practice blind accep-
tance of the preached word.

Trust but Verify. Historically, millions of
trusting believers who have not verified have
been victims of their adopted belief systems.

Since there is arguably “nothing new” un-
der the sun, any given belief system may have
roots traced back to earlier concepts. For in-
stance, the Triune god of mainline Christianity
has parallels in mythology and paganism; early
peoples (and Constantine) worshiped the Sun
(Sol Invictus, the unconquered sun), depicting
this god with rays around his head, similar to
the “halos” of Christian imagery.

Some persons have suggested that simply
because a number of individuals living during the
early centuries of the “common era” practiced
various forms of multiple-god worship (as in bini-
tarianism or trinitarianism), this fact confers legit-
imacy to those two forms of polytheism, espe-
cially to binitarianism, the two-god-plus model.

But placing one’s spiritual life and future in
the hands of an inferred, unreliable legitimacy
is a dreadful miscalculation.

Evil and ignorance cut across all boundaries;
no border, no gender, no race is safe from the
plague of evil or the blight of ignorance. Ene-
mies abound.

Corrupt and evil despots have ruled lesser
worlds virtually unchecked since humanity has
begun; many of these zealously followed one
religion or another.

Corruption in places of authority has never
abated—it continues virtually unchecked. Wit-
ness millions of innocent victims destroyed by
notorious tyrants.

Paranoia has nothing to do with it; we are
surrounded by dangerous creatures, whether
two-legged human monsters, thugs, small-
minded authoritarians or multi-limbed “lower”
life forms that want to cause us harm.

Many unscrupulous and unprincipled indi-
viduals populate the world, even within reli-
gious communities, that operate inconspicu-
ously but with grave effect, taking advantage
of the weak and ignorant. But that’s not news.

One argument for atheism is that the pres-
ence of monstrous evil negates a good God and
is consonant only with a malevolent God or none
at all.According to atheist reasoning (www.infidels.
org), the argument from evil (the problem of evil)
is that an all-powerful, all-knowing and perfectly
good God would not allow any—or certain kinds
of—evil or suffering to occur.

The evidential (or probabilistic) argument
from evil contends that some known fact about
evil is evidence against the existence of God.
Other versions of the evidential argument con-
cede that God could have a morally sufficient
reason for allowing certain evils to occur—e.g.,
to ensure that some greater good is achieved as
a consequence of an evil.

However, proponents add, God would allow
only as much evil or suffering as is absolutely
necessary in order to achieve greater good.

But, when we look at the world around us,
we find prevalent instances of apparently gra-
tuitous evil—pointless evil from which no great-
er good ensues. According to proponents, the
existence of apparently gratuitous evil provides
strong evidence that God (as traditionally de-
fined) does not exist (William Rowe, Philoso-
phy of Religion).

The atheist reasoning above is persuasive, and
some points seem unanswerable. Even the sup-
posed Hell-Fire of Christendom where God burns
sinners forever militates against a good God.

Perhaps gratuitous immoral evil is the only
real type of evil. If an evil occurs that begets a
“greater good”; e.g., one soldier dies to save
many others; can the one death be deemed
good or bad, gratuitous or beneficial, or both?

Would it be unwarranted or justified? And,
if justified, can it still be deemed evil?

Evidently, degrees of evil exist. At what point
on the scale from mild wrongdoing to monstrous
wickedness does evil become tolerable to us or
to God?—or benign, necessary, even good? Can
any evil be insignificant and non-corrupting?

Then, can natural evils really be evil, or just
serendipitous? Should a good God be able to
control horrific natural events? In today’s
world, God does not seem able to do so. (Or is
he just unwilling? That question opens up yet
another door.)

Some say that we humans are somehow in a
position to limit Yahweh’s power. We limit God,
they write, through unbelief, fear and disobedi-
ence, even ignorance—or through erroneous
thinking, as Pastor Feeny wrote (see Part One).

This can be confusing. Ignorant flawed hu-
mans can limit Yahweh’s power? Does God de-
pend on us to somehow help him maintain his
power? We humans can block God’s power
through ignorance and stupidity?

On the other hand, they continue, in order
for God to have his long-lost power restored,
we have to change. We are told to start trust-
ing the one “who makes the impossible possi-
ble.” Is that all it takes?

But, if God can make the impossible possible,

how can we humans sap such great power?
The limiting of God’s power by man may

sound plausible, but it does not pass intellectu-
al muster. How do belief, courage and obedience
increase God’s power to the point that what
was impossible has now become possible?

There is much fogginess about the reality of
that teaching. It sounds eccentric. Without fur-
ther support, it clashes with my intellect. I am
fairly certain that millions of sincere believers
have obeyed and trusted, had courage even to
the death, and some willingly, according to
Foxe’s Book of Martyrs (brief excerpt below)1
but, to my knowledge, no rescue team material-
ized. No one pulled fagots from the fire and
doused the flames.And no one chased lions from
the arena. Were those believers wrong to obey
and trust, to, in effect, throw their lives away?

I speculate. An all-mighty God, who holds
little or no apparent sway over massive evil,
moral and natural, is puzzling. Moral and nat-
ural evil permeates his creation in virtually
every nook and cranny.

I very much want God to intercede univer-
sally and dramatically over evil and immorality.
But is that possible?

Christian thought is that God is omnipres-
ent, he is everywhere, and has great power. I
cringe at the thought. Is it true? If so, what is
he doing in all these places? Why is God seem-
ingly unable or unwilling to act?

Every second of every day innocent victims,
both children and adults, are, by accident or
design, being hurt, killed, maimed, robbed,
raped, shot, strangled or bludgeoned to death.
And their only crime was to be present.

All this evil angers me. These are not minor
events; they are major intolerable ordeals. How
painful it is for so many. God is everywhere?
God’s lack of intervention in the face of the
horrific blight of such massive and far-reach-
ing, personalized evil is distressing.

Most of us have heard that God’s power is
unlimited; that he can do virtually anything he
wants, and do no harm.After all, he created life
and all the rest of it. But is the singular God up
to the task of limiting or restricting evil?

Many say yes. But, from the evidence, it
would seem not. Perhaps binitarians and other
polytheists have a point; maybe we do need
many more gods and deities, even if they are
only demigods2 with a lower power quotient.

After all, was not Jesus a demigod?
Many, if not most, Christian church organi-

zations, Christian groups and assemblies have
mistakenly elevated Jesus to pure “God” status,
more or less equal with the Father, or Yahweh,
but, according to the Bible(!), Jesus was only a
demigod, a half-god. He was, it is written, half
man, half god. That makes him a demigod.

Anyone born of a human mother but sired
by a supernatural being cannot be totally one
or the other, by definition.

According to the Bible, then, Jesus was a hy-
brid. Is it possible that those who worship Jesus
as one of the gods of heaven have been duped
into demigod worship? The thought is intrigu-
ing. This includes all believers who conclude
that Jesus is, or was, a co-equal god of the one
true God, Yahweh.

The Christian’s very own holy book proves
beyond any coherent argument that Jesus was
only a demigod, assuming the truthfulness of
the biblical scriptures. Could this be yet another
Christian connection to Greek/Roman mytho-
logy?

OK. Maybe we do need more gods. Clearly,
the totality of evil, throughout the entire world,
both moral and natural, far outweighs the
good. Wickedness is winning.

Nevertheless, if the good God is actually

limiting evil, holding it back, he is in a losing
battle, or someone is fudging the numbers.
Does God need some help?

Of course, this is not to imply that goodness
does not exist today, it does. Good people
doing good things can be found in every land,
struggling against all odds; may they be abun-
dantly blessed and allowed to flourish.

Stamping Your Feet: An assertion is not
proved by stamping your feet, however hard, fast
and loud you stamp them. Neither is an assertion
proved by fast talk, changing the subject, asking
clever questions meant to sidetrack another in
response to a question, or obfuscation.

You may confuse me, but that confusion
does not convince me. Shouting the opposition
down with empty assertions and bogus allega-
tions meant to belittle the opponent (the pejo-
rative and disparaging term heretic comes to
mind) might win the day among one’s grinning
slack-jawed social group, but it does precious
little to advance one’s legitimacy.

A majority of persons may rule a country,
but a majority opinion proves nothing in and of
itself, except, perhaps, that the majority rules.
(A pure democracy resembles mob rule; Amer-
ica is not a democracy.)

A thousand individuals who stamp their col-
lective feet in support of any given opinion or
conclusion on top of one person asserting his
opinion will prevent rational discourse, and
may well silence the opposition.

But that stamping racket cannot be proof of
the correctness of any argument except per-
haps those pertaining to clamor and hostility.

Conservative speakers invited to speak at
America’s liberal universities have experienced
such hostile behavior. When a group of people
(or some government entity) “stop their ears”
in opposition to calm dissenting voices, what
results is not a reasoned argument in support
of either group’s position; the debate often
devolves to a dismissal of the dissenter, some-
times followed up by shrill outbursts and mob
rule, accompanied with evil intentions against
those who would dare propose an noncon-
formist position (Acts 7:57).

Consequently, the dissenters may quickly be
characterized as heretics against orthodoxy.
They must be silenced. Orthodoxy must be pre-
served. Heresy must not be tolerated or al-
lowed to become established.

Historically, the charge of heresy has typical-
ly been accompanied with great personal risk,
even to the point of torture and certain death.

Back in the day, any person foolish enough to
advance nonconforming premises to the ruling
Roman Catholic Church had two choices: run
and hide, or stick around and suffer the severe
consequences of an unwisely uttered thought.

Witness Galileo (1564-1642). He unwitting-
ly challenged Roman Church dogma by pub-
lishing his scientific conclusions regarding the
solar center of the universe. He was arrested on
charges of heresy, forced to recant at the hands
of the Inquisition and made to spend the rest
of his life under house arrest. Has much really
changed today?

Today, within many religious groups, it is
extremely important to maintain “social equi-
librium.” Such equilibrium is the lifeblood of
most groups and is not necessarily a bad thing.

Yet, a freethinker, daring to contribute a dif-
ferent opinion or another view of established
religious doctrinal positions, upsets equilibrium
and brings on tension.When this happens, ban-
ishment from the congregation, marking and
excommunication are the usual punishments
for questioning the status quo, however inno-
cent and fitting one’s thoughts may be.

Yet, even these punishments can be difficult
to handle. In effect, banishing a person from a
religious order to “the world” outside is tanta-
mount to assigning the person to solitary con-
finement and sensory deprivation.

Marking is a way of highlighting one as an
unacceptable person: a throwaway from the
society where your longtime friends remain,
and, by the way, who are not allowed to con-
tact you. You are deprived of friends, the pro-
curement of stroking, and comfort.

Of course, one should ultimately recognize
the shallowness of religious societal friend-
ships when a contrary opinion is sufficient to
turn folks away. Yet contrary opinions are in
fact sufficient to turn religious friends away.

Dare you test your friendships? If doctrinal
agreement is the basis of friendship, which I
suspect is true in many fellowships and church
groups, you have no real friends. Been there,
done that.

Freethinking and church dogma cannot long
survive side by side within the confines of one’s
brain—something has to give way.

This commentary is not ended. Lots more to
come.

—F. Paul Haney, cfministries@att.net

1The general persecutions in Germany were principally
occasioned by the doctrines and ministry of Martin Luther.
Indeed, the pope was so terrified at the success of that
courageous reformer that he determined to engage the
emperor, Charles V, at any rate, in the scheme to attempt
their extirpation.

“[The pope gave money, troops and horses to the emper-
or] to assist in carrying on hostilities against the Protestants.
Thus prompted and supported, the emperor undertook the
extirpation of the Protestants, against who indeed he was
particularly enraged himself; and, for this purpose, a formi-
dable army was raised in Germany, Spain, and Italy.

“The Protestant princes, in the meantime, formed a pow-
erful confederacy, in order to repel the impending blow. A
great army was raised, and the command given to the elec-
tor of Saxony, and the landgrave of Hesse. . . .

“At length the armies met, and a desperate engagement
ensued, in which the Protestants were defeated, and the
elector of Saxony and the landgrave of Hesse both taken pris-
oners.This fatal blow was succeeded by a horrid persecution,
the severities of which were such that exile might be deemed
a mild fate and concealment in a dismal wood pass for hap-
piness. In such times a cave is a palace, a rock a bed of down,
and wild roots delicacies. Those who were taken experienced
the most cruel tortures that infernal imaginations could
invent; and by their constancy evinced that a real Christian
can surmount every difficulty, and despite every danger
acquire a crown of martyrdom.” [Please note that Martin
Luther was no saint when it came to persecuting Jews. His
hatred of them knew no bounds, according to his own writ-
ings, especially in On the Jews and Their Lies. —FPH]

2A demigod, meaning half-god, is originally a Greek myth-
ological figure whose one parent was a god and whose
other parent was human. As such, demigods are human-
god hybrids. Examples of well-known demigods include
Greek hero Heracles (Roman Hercules), the Celtic hero
Cuchulain, the Sumerian king Gilgamesh (who supposedly
was actually two thirds god). —Wikipedia
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turn his instructions to the Corinthian
church into universally applicable
principles should be careful in how he
proceeds.

Note that Paul regarded some of
what he said as personal advice, not as a
directive from the Lord (verses 6-8, 12).

We may reasonably conclude that
nothing Paul wrote to the Corinthians
should be interpreted to embellish or
change Christ’s clear instructions on
these topics.

If I’m right in this line of reasoning,
Paul had no authority to override
or modify Christ’s statement on the
subject.

Jesus the conservative
Indeed, if we extract all of the state-

ments on divorce in Scripture and
compare them with each other, we find
that Christ’s “harsh” statement on the
subject appear to be consistent with
more of them than Moses’ or Paul’s
“liberal” teachings.

God “divorced” Israel for adultery
(Jeremiah 3:8). Malachi wrote that God
makes a man and woman one and that
He hates divorce (Malachi 2:14-16).

How do literal interpretations
make you feel?

The great spiritual principle is clear:
Man cannot nullify the marriage cove-
nant. Only sin can dissolve it, accord-
ing to God’s standard.

How many of my fundamentalist
friends will find such an interpretation
of the scriptural teaching on divorce to
be offensive?

Although these criteria will seem
narrow and harsh to many of my read-
ers (especially those whose current cir-
cumstances do not accord with the cri-
teria), one could legitimately argue
they are the standards Christ estab-
lished for divorce.

Perhaps I have just succeeded in
making some of my readers feel what
homosexuals must experience when
literal interpretations of Scripture are
applied to them.

Nevertheless, lest we leave some
of our readers in a state of despair
and hopelessness, we should also note
that the breaking of any of God’s laws
or standards can be repented of and
forgiven.

“If we confess our sins, he is faith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins, and
to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9).

Christ paid the penalty for all our
sins and thus provided the means for
our forgiveness.

Paul wrote that a person who has
gone through the process of repen-
tance and forgiveness emerges from it
as a “new creature” and that all of his
or her former sinful behavior is forgot-
ten (2 Corinthians 5:17).

Christ indicated that the Samaritan
woman (who had five husbands in her
lifetime) still had access to the “living
water” that only He could provide
(John 4:4-26).

Brethren, there is always hope, even
for those who have gone through a
divorce.

Is homosexuality, per se,
a perversion?

Before concluding this study of sex, I
would be remiss not to address the topic
of what constitutes perverse sexual
behavior in the eyes of Almighty God.

As a student of the Bible for many
years, I perceive that God’s opinion of
this subject is guided by the principles
implied in the following questions:
�Does the behavior bring joy and

happiness to both parties? (Matthew
7:12).
�Does the behavior harm anyone?

(Romans 13:10).
� Is the behavior the product of two

consenting equals? (Acts 10:34; Ro-
mans 10:12; Galatians 3:28).

Employing these criteria, we can
see why rape, incest, prostitution, pedo-
philia and bestiality are properly re-
garded as perverse.

But what about homosexuality?

‘All homosexual behavior is
sin’ not in Bible

In the sense that any transgression
of the Law was considered a sin, the

act of homosexual intercourse could
be considered such.

Leviticus 18:22 and 20:13 are part
of what many refer to as the Law of
Moses or Torah.

However, it will no doubt come as a
shock to many of the readers of this
article to learn that using these scrip-
tures to label all homosexual behavior
as sin is tantamount to twisting the
Scriptures and distorting God’s will in
the matter.

God cannot be unfair
First, the scriptures in question de-

scribe the act of intercourse. They say
absolutely nothing about sexual orien-
tation.

Why? First, because a general con-
demnation of homosexuality would
make God unfair.

Science and personal testimony
have demonstrated that human beings
do not choose their sexual orientation.

It is true that the question of the
roles played by nature and nurture in
determining our orientation is unset-
tled, but the verdict is in on whether
our orientation represents a conscious
choice on our part. It does not.

In the same way that a heterosexual
finds the opposite sex attractive with-
out any conscious effort on his or her
part, homosexuals find members of the
same sex attractive.

Think about it. A sin is a conscious
decision to choose a bad behavior over
the good alternative. Hence the mere
predisposition to find one sex more
attractive or appealing than the other
cannot be a sin.

Consulting mediums
Second, even though these scriptures

are explicit about the act of homosexual
intercourse, they are not superior to (or
more enduring than) the other “laws”
that are part of the same text.

Why is it appropriate to single out
this law and ignore so many of the
other ones?
�What about people who consult

mediums? (Leviticus 20:6).
�What about someone who curses

his mother or father? (verse 9).
�What about a man who has inter-

course with a woman during the time
of her monthly period? (verse 18).
�What about perverters of justice,

those who discriminate against the
poor or show favoritism to the rich and
powerful? (Leviticus 19:15).
�What about a farmer who cross-

breeds different kinds of animals or
plants? (verse 19).
�What about people who wear cot-

ton-poly– or poly-wool–blended cloth-
ing? (verse 19).
�What about the regulations gov-

erning skin diseases (Leviticus 13) and

mildew (Leviticus 14)?
�What about people who like their

meat cooked rare rather than well
done? (verse 26).
�What about those guys who trim

the sides of their beards? (verse 27).
�What about those monsters who

get tattoos? (verse 28).
Am I being ridiculous enough yet to

demonstrate my point? I could go on.

What was the sin of Sodom
and Gomorrah?

Why is it appropriate to ignore or
dismiss all of these regulations and
uphold the injunction against homo-
sexual intercourse?

What about Sodom and Gomorrah?
What was the sin of those cities? Why
were they destroyed?

We all remember the story, but
many of us have glossed over what
was actually going on in the plain of
Jordan?

Our churches and preachers and tra-
ditions have told us the men of Sodom
conspired together to attempt to gang-
rape the two angels God had sent to
check up on the behavior of the city’s

residents (Genesis 19:4-5).
I know of no one who argues in

favor of the acceptance of gang rape. I
am certainly not arguing for its accep-
tance.

According to the standard outlined
above, gang rape would definitely be
labeled as abominable and perverse.

Even so, what does “righteous” Lot
do next? He offers his own virgin
daughters to divert the mobsters away
from the angels! (Genesis 19:6-8).

Is Lot’s response appropriate? I, for
one, would certainly not offer my
daughters to a mob.

Was Ezekiel forgetful?
Does Scripture anywhere

address the question of the
sins of the two cities?

As a matter of fact, the
prophet Ezekiel directly
addressed the topic:

“Behold, this was the
iniquity of thy sister Sodom,
pride, fullness of bread, and
abundance of idleness was
in her and in her daughters,
neither did she strengthen the
hand of the poor and needy.
And they were haughty, and
committed abomination be-
fore me: therefore I took them away as
I saw good” (Ezekiel 16:49-50).

Did Ezekiel simply forget to refer to
homosexuality as one of their sins?

The sins of two cities
Likewise, other scriptures put the

sins of the two cities into perspective
relative to other people who have
sinned.

Christ told His disciples that “it
shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of
judgment” than for the cities that
would reject His disciples’ missionary
efforts (Matthew 10:14-15).

On another occasion Jesus said:
“And thou, Capernaum, which art
exalted unto heaven, shalt be brought
down to hell: for if the mighty works,
which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained
until this day” (Matthew 11:23).

“But I say unto you, that it shall be
more tolerable for the land of Sodom
in the day of judgment, than for thee”
(verse 24).

Campaigns against Sodomites
Even so, some will still argue that

homosexual behavior was a special case
and that the Israelites were not even per-
mitted to allow these people to live in
their midst (Deuteronomy 23:17).

We also read in the accounts of the
kingdom period that Asa, Jehoshaphat
and Josiah launched major campaigns
against the Sodomites within their

kingdoms (1 Kings 15:12; 22:46; 2
Kings 23:7).

Nevertheless, note in this connec-
tion that “Sodomite” was not synony-
mous with “homosexual” in Old Testa-
ment usage. The term in the original
Hebrew refers to male prostitutes who
were consecrated to Astarte or Venus
(Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance).

Thus, while we can agree that idol-
atrous prostitution could be viewed as
a legitimate target for a righteous king,
these scriptures do not have any uni-
versal application to homosexuals or
their personal behavior.

Vile, unnatural
Even so, I understand that most tra-

ditionalists will still not want to let go
of their antihomosexual bias. They
will turn next to the writings of Paul in
the New Testament.

In Paul’s letter to the saints at Rome
we read: “For this cause God gave
them up unto vile affections: for even
their women did change the natural
use into that which is against nature”
(Romans 1:26).

“And likewise also the men, leaving

the natural use of the woman, burned
in their lust one toward another; men
with men working that which is
unseemly, and receiving in themselves
that recompence of their error which
was meet” (verse 27).

Paul spelled out ‘vile affections’
Who was Paul talking about? Re-

member, context is an important part of
properly understanding any scripture.

In the verses immediately preceding
the passage quoted above, Paul wrote
that God’s wrath had been manifested
against all of the wickedness and sin-

ful-
ness  of
people who
were suppressing
the truth (verse 18).

He went on to say that those people
had no excuse for their behavior, be-
cause God’s character and nature can
be understood by the things He has
created (verses 19-20).

These people, however, refused to
acknowledge God’s power and posi-
tion in the universe (verse 21).

Instead, they gloried in their own
understanding and attempted to re-
make God in their own image (verses
22-23).

This caused God to abandon them
to their own devices and condemn
their high regard for the creation,
which exceeded their regard for the
Creator (verses 24-25).

These are the people who were
given to “vile affections” Paul was
talking about (verses 26-27).

“And even as they did not like to
retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a reprobate mind, to
do those things which are not conve-
nient; being filled with all unrighteous-
ness, fornication, wickedness, cov-
etousness, maliciousness; full of envy,
murder, debate, deceit, malignity;
whisperers, backbiters, haters of God,
despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors
of evil things, disobedient to parents,
without understanding, covenant break-
ers, without natural affection [heart-

less], implacable, unmerciful” (verses
28-31).

Sinfully consumed
In other words, these folks had a lot

of problems. They were consumed
with sins.

Hence, it is misleading to make this
scripture apply to all homosexuals.
Paul was pointing to extremely wicked
individuals who had turned their backs
on God.

I acknowledge that Paul also lists
male prostitutes and homosexual of-
fenders among those who will not in-
herit the Kingdom of God (1 Corin-
thians 6:9). It is clear, however, that
he was singling out homosexuals’“per-
verse” behavior (prostitution and pro-
miscuity) as the object of his condem-
nation.

It is misleading to characterize this
passage as a blanket condemnation of
homosexuality. Likewise, Paul uses
similar language in his letter to Tim-
othy (1 Timothy 1:10).

The life and times of Paul
Even so, what if we were to allow

that Paul intended his remarks as a gen-
eral condemnation of homosexuality?

We would still be forced to contend
with the context of the times and cul-
ture Paul was part of.

It is clear there was already a Jewish
bias (Paul was a Jew) against homo-
sexuality.

Remember, too, this is the same
man who said women should not
speak in church and that it was shame-
ful for a man to have long hair (1 Tim-

othy 2:11-12; 1 Corinthians 11:14).
Is it possible that cultural bias
intruded on Paul’s writings on

occasion? Taking into con-
sideration the scriptures I
just quoted, I believe it is
certainly possible.

A homosexual’s potential
A homosexual has the

same potential for sinful
or moral behavior as any
heterosexual person.

Like their heterosexual
counterparts, homosexu-

als are capable of pedophilia,
incest, bestiality, prostitution, rape

and promiscuity.
On the other hand, homosexuals are

capable of love, fidelity, honesty, kind-
ness and a host of other Christian
behaviors.

Almost any sexual behavior—het-
erosexual or homosexual—can result in
idolatry, theft, infidelity, covetousness,
etc., if indulged in with evil intent.

Determining God’s will
Christians have espoused many

erroneous notions about human sexu-
ality and have presented them as if
they originated in the mind of God.

It is apparent that some of those
notions have found their way into the
pages of the Bible. The contradictions
and inconsistencies noted at the begin-
ning of this article demonstrate that
this has happened.

Therefore, when we evaluate the
scriptural evidence in trying to deter-
mine God’s will in the matter, the only
safe way to proceed is by discerning
broad principles that reflect God’s
character and intent in God’s criteria
for designating a behavior as deviant.

If a point or teaching is inconsistent
with those broad principles, then it
must be discarded.

Likewise, if a teaching is consistent
with the overall understanding of the
divine character, it should be retained.

God’s will should be our standard,
not what someone wrote about his or
her perception of God’s will in one or
two instances.

Moreover, the standards of a culture
extant on earth 3,000 years ago should
not be adopted as God’s standard or
ours.

Atheists, secularists, fundamentalists
In preaching this method for deter-

mining God’s will, I think my most
vociferous critics will be atheists, sec-
ularists and fundamentalists. They all
look at the Bible as an all-or-nothing
proposition.

Atheists and secularists look at the
contradictions and inconsistencies in
Scripture and reject it as having no
value to inform us of God’s will.

Similarly, fundamentalists argue that
we must accept all of the teachings of
Scripture—entirely dismissing or ig-
noring the glaring contradictions I have
pointed out and reserving the right to
exclude those portions of Scripture
with which they happen to disagree.

In the end, fundamentalist Christians
come to the same conclusion as atheists
and secularists: If you can’t believe it
all, you can’t believe any of it.

Satan has deceived the whole world
(Revelation 12:9). This truth is no-
where more apparent than in the realm
of human sexuality.

May God help us cease making
what is good into something that is
bad, shameful and dirty.

In preaching this method for determining God’s will, I think my most
vociferous critics will be atheists, secularists and fundamentalists.

They all look at the Bible as an all-or-nothing proposition.

What does the Bible say about sex including homosexuality?
Continued from page 6
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Former AC students meet decades later Notes and quotes

Lexington Winter Family
Weekend

CINCINNATI, Ohio—Jim
O’Brien announced the 2013
Lexington Winter Family Week-
end, set for Dec. 25-29.

“This annual family event has
been a huge success since
1997, when it was created as a
weekend where friends can
meet as equals to worship, fel-
lowship, play, grow and learn,”
Mr. O’Brien said.

This year’s event will feature
seminars, Sabbath services and
classes, music, sports, games
and crafts, food, a family fun
night and a family dance.

Accommodations will be at
the Griffin Gate Marriott Resort
and Spa, 1800 Newtown
Pike, Lexington, phone (877)
901-6632.

For more information write Mr.
O’Brien at jimobri@gmail.com.

Ambassador Gardens
PASADENA, Calif.—A com-

pany called City Ventures plans
a luxury development called

Ambassador Gardens on the
former site of Ambassador
College.

See much more information
about it at insigniacv.com.

Is Jesus a myth?
LINCOLN, England—

According to so-called mythi-
cists, Jesus never existed as a
real human being.

James McBride of the
Churches of God Outreach
Ministries would like to put to
rest the confusion and
controversy surrounding the
nature of Jesus.

In issue No. 101 of the
CGOM’s magazine, New
Horizons, Mr. McBride presents
“evidence that Jesus truly 
is God.”

To subscribe, write CGOM,
P.O. Box 54621, Tulsa, Okla.
74155, U.S.A., or P.O. Box 2525,
Lincoln LN5 7PF, U.K. Or go to
cgom.org.

Change of address
COVINGTON, La.—Joseph

and Barbara Willie and their
ministry, Christian Straighttalk,
have a new contact address:

P.O. Box 946, Covington, La.
70434.

The Willies also have a blog:
williestraighttalk.blogspot.com.

Homeless ministry’s
third year

PORT AUSTIN, Mich.—The
Port Austin Bible Campus
Homeless Ministry, founded and
operated by Norman Edwards
and family and friends, com-
pletes its third year in 2013.

According to a press release
from the PABC, in its short histo-
ry it has helped 317 homeless
people: 132 men, 108 women
and 77 children.

“All but one of those have
moved on, nearly all to stable
housing situations,” the release
stated.

For more information see
the campus’s Web site at
portaustin.net.

60 years and counting: RCG,WCG,GCI
Marion McNair, 1953-54; Raymond

Cole, 1954-55; Jimmy Friddle, 1955-
57; Ken Swisher, 1957-64; Leroy Neff,
1964-65; Les McCullough, 1965-73;
Ron Dart, 1973-76; Selmer Hegvold,
1976-79; Don Ward, 1979-82; Burk
McNair, 1982-88; Richard Thompson,
pastor for AC students, ca. 1988-90;
Randal Dick, 1990-91; Ken Giese,
1988-91 and Big Sandy P.M. pastor
1991-95; Dave Havir, Big Sandy A.M.,
1991-95; Russell Duke; 1995; Don
Mears, 1995; David Orban, 1996-2002;
Sonny Parsons, 2002 to present.

Big Sandy’s beginnings
Doris Cole of Tyler, Texas, who at-

tended the reunion with her husband,
Wayne, remembers Big Sandy’s be-
ginnings.

“The Big Sandy Church was started
when the Radio Church of God was
not only very small in number of
church congregations but also in num-
ber of available personnel to pastor
churches,” she told THE JOURNAL.

Farthest east
“When the Big Sandy church was

established [in 1953], there was no
other local congregation of the Radio
Church of God east of it. Chicago and
St. Louis started in 1954.

“In the spring of 1953 the first Pass-
over–Unleavened Bread festival in
this area was held in the Gladewater
home of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Hammer.
For a short time thereafter, small Sab-
bath services were held in their home.

“Incidentally, among the notables at
that first Passover service was a young
man from San Angelo, Texas, named
Gerald Waterhouse. Gerald then en-

rolled in Ambassador after that.”

Some reflection
Mrs. Cole said attending the 60th-

anniversary reunion brought back
memories for her and Mr. Cole.

“Wayne was
grateful for the
opportunity Scott
Hammer gave him
to make some
comments [from
the audience] dur-
ing the program,”
she commented.

“However, on

some reflection afterwards, he com-
mented that had he formally addressed
the group he would have emphasized that
in spite of all that hardship of sand piles,
sandburs, chiggers, lack of bathroom and
shower facilities, etc., etc., of which there
was much, the people came to Big Sandy
to observe the Feast of Tabernacles and
nothing was going to deter that.

“When we would ask people if they
were enjoying the Feast, even though
someone may have just kicked sand in
the stew pot on the campfire, the an-
swer was generally, ‘We’re having a
great time’ and ‘We’re here to keep
God’s Feast.’ ”

Amos Gilley
Mrs. Cole remembered an early el-

derly Feast attendee, Amos Gilley of
Floresville, Texas.

“One cold night for services,” she

said, “Mr. Gilley tied a flannel scarf
around his head, over his ears and
under his chin and then put his hat
over that. He was going to be at the
services no matter what.

“That is the determination and atti-
tude that the growth and development
of the Radio Church of God in Big
Sandy and elsewhere was built upon.”

Contact the CGWA
Contact reunion sponsor Church of

God a Worldwide Association at 1301
Central Expressway S., Allen, Texas
75013, U.S.A., or cogwa.org.

IRVING, Texas—Former students
and employees of Ambassador
College, Big Sandy, and their

guests met in a hotel near the Dal-
las–Fort Worth airport Sept. 5-8, 2013,
for a major reunion.

A total of 134 people from many
states and a few from other countries
made the trip to visit old friends.

Organizer Tom Williams of Laceys
Spring, Ala., said a total of 134 people
attended this year’s event.

Mr. Williams, who organized a sim-
ilar event in 2011, said he will proba-
bly not plan another reunion targeting
the same group of AC alumni: stu-
dents and employees who were on
campus from 1965 through 1977 in-
cluding classes through 1980.

See a Web site operated by Mr. Wil-
liams and his wife, Nancy, at ambas-
sadorbigsandyalumni.com.

Whether another reunion is in the

offing or not, the Williamses plan to
keep the Web site going.

A small reunion, probably in the
Houston area, is planned for next year
by Big Sandy former student John
Dickerson of Lincoln, Ark. Write Mr.

Dickerson at txndwnunder@yahoo.
com for more information.

AC REUNION—Former AC Big Sandy
students, employees, spouses and friends
attended a reunion in September 2013 in
the Dallas area. Above: John Sash (left)
and Tim Combs. Above right: Tom and
Nancy Williams. Right: Walt and Carol
Deptula. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]

CHURCH REUNION—
About 160 people attended a
reunion of the Big Sandy
c h u r c h  O c t . 2 6 ,  2 0 1 3 .
Above: Ian and Thalia Huf-
ton. Above right: Ron and
Linda Avey. Right: Clyde Ki-
lough. Far right: Nancy Bald.
See a related photo on page
1. [Photos by Dixon Cart-
wright and Mac Overton]

Continued from page 1

the investigators wrote.
So the tools are available and the

time has come to put Anglo-Israel-
ism to the test.

The theory traditionally used
name markers as indicators of mi-
gration patterns, but now it’s possi-
ble to use genetic markers to indi-
cate population transfers across geo-
graphic boundaries.

A well-designed research project
could produce results that would
either buttress the theory or lay it to
rest. Either result should be viewed
as a positive outcome. If scientific
results support the theory, great. If
they do not, then the truth will set us
free from error.

Reinvigorate your outreach
Such a project could potentially

also provide a great opportunity for
Church of God groups and individu-

als that already use Anglo-Israelism
as a marketing tool to reinvigorate
their outreach.

Further, since the theory has gar-
nered such groups and individuals
many supporters and much income,
perhaps they could also provide
some generous seed funding for the
project.

This is a chance for Anglo-Israel-
ism proponents to be proactive and
act now that the door of opportunity
is open.

Research will continue apace,
and, if the interested parties don’t
get involved at this time, other
researchers sooner or later will.

The truth will set you free
It would redound to their credit if

these groups were the ones who
funded efforts to search out the truth.

After all, if we seek the truth we
have nothing to fear.

Could simple DNA testing
prove or disprove US&BC?

Continued from page 3
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DEVELOPING—This is an artist’s con-
ception of one of several upscale hous-
ing units to be built on the former Am-
bassador College campus in Pasadena.
[Courtesy photo]


