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MikeWallace cited Stanley
Rader as notable interview
By Dixon Cartwright
Calif., restaurant, which led to their
ike Wallace, famed inter- famously explosive televised interview.
viewer and reporter on CBS’s
Mr. Rader, in his 1980 book Against
long-running 60 Minutes tele- the Gates of Hell (published by Evercast, said in a 1984 autobiography that est House, a WCG-owned company),
Worldwide Church of God attorney said Mr. Wallace lured him into doing
Stanley Rader was a prime candidate the interview by misrepresenting his
for “ ‘national disgrace’ attention.”
intentions.
Mr. Wallace, who died at age 93
“As a responsible member of the
on April 7, 2012, devoted four pages press, [Mike Wallace] expressed himof his Close Encounters
self as deeply conbook (written with Gary
cerned about violations
Paul Gates) to his April
of the First Amend1979 encounter with
ment,” Mr. Rader wrote.
Mr. Rader.
“He led me to believe
The church’s famous
he felt we had a mutual
controversy with the
interest in judicial and
State of California was
other Constitutional
heating up, and Mr.
guarantees; he promWallace decided he
ised a balanced presenwanted to interview
tation.”
church founder Herbert
But Mr. Rader was
W. Armstrong about the
soon to conclude that
“temporary receiverMr. Wallace “lacked inship” imposed on the
tegrity and was far
church by the state’s BOOK SIGNING—Mike Wal- worse than most legitilace signs books in 2007. mate journalists workattorney general.
But Mr. Wallace had [Wikimedia Creative Com- ing in print or even
to go through Mr. Ra- mons photo by Terry Ballard] television.”
der to get to Mr. ArmGod and mammon
strong, and Mr. Rader emphatically
proclaimed that a 60 Minutes interThe Wallace-Rader skirmish cliview with the church leader would maxed on Feb. 7, 1979, during the innever happen.
terview. An 18-minute edited version
of the 41⁄2 hours of conversation in Mr.
Famous explosion
Rader’s office on the Ambassador
So Mr. Wallace invited Mr. Rader College campus went out over the air
to dine in an expensive Beverly Hills,
See RADER AND WALLACE, page 31

The Journal’s
Feast-site list
to begin soon

M

Feast trip to U.S.A. includes
visits to Eugene and Pasadena
Following is the concluding
report on the 2011 Feast of Tabernacles. Mr. White, from Sydney, Australia, operates the Origin of
Nations Web site (originofnations.
org), is a founding member of the
United Church of God in Sydney
and coordinator of the Origin of
Nations seminar series. Write Mr.
White at surfer1@tpg.com.au.
By Craig White
YDNEY, Australia—It was onoff, on-off on about five occasions, but I finally made it to
America.
I missed going to two Feast sites
many years ago due to my student
years. I was due to visit Herman
Hoeh in 2005, Richard Nickels in
2006 and Raymond McNair in 2008.
Alas, none of those visits eventuated because of these men’s passing
into sleep, as the Bible puts it.
In any event, after a 11⁄2-hour delay at Sydney airport I arrived in Los
Angeles after 13 hours—customs
took an hour to get me through the
queue—and finally found the terminal for Alaska Airlines and made it
just in time with minutes to spare.
A couple of hours later I was
picked up at Portland airport by
Monte Howey and enjoyed dinner
that night with him and Kellie French.
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Visit with CG7 elder
Kellie also drove me the next
morning to meet up with John and

Lois Lemley for breakfast. He is an
elder with the Church of God (Seventh Day). The Lemleys are wonderful folk I
have been in
touch with for
many years.
I have, in
fact, since my
teenage years
received the
CG7 Denver
conference’s
Bible Advocate magazine.
Craig White
John is a
specialist in the Wednesday-crucifixion–Saturday-resurrection doctrine. His papers have been uploaded to friendsofsabbath.org/cog7.
htm for anyone to download.
40th CG7 anniversary
After the Feast, which was Oct.
12-20, 2011, John wrote to me:
“Lois and I thank the Lord for the
pleasure of meeting you at long last.
Thanks for coming to our home and
sharing breakfast with us last
Tuesday.
“We plan to drive to Walla Walla
this afternoon to attend the 40th anniversary of COG7 there. We lived
there from 1974-1983 and 19931995. I served as the pastor for much
of that time. It will be good to spend
Sabbath with them again.
“If the remainder of your time in
See U.S. FEAST, page 8
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JOURNAL READER—Bernie Monsalvo of Gladewater, Texas, pauses while
looking at a recent issue of THE JOURNAL in the building of the Church of God
Big Sandy. For information on subscribing to THE JOURNAL or renewing your
subscription, see the announcements on page 2 and the last page of each
issue. [Photo by Jonathan Nelte]

eginning with the next issue
THE JOURNAL plans to list
contact information, locations and dates of the Feast of Tabernacles observances for 2012.
You're invited to send your information to THE JOURNAL at P.O.
Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A., or info@thejournal.org. Or fax it to 1-888-4886603.
Be sure to include the name of
the city nearest the Feast site, the
name of a person to contact, the
name of the sponsoring church,
ministry, fellowship or individual
and the dates of the observance.
It is best to include all nine days
in the date.
For example, many observances this year will fall from Sept. 30
through Oct. 8. The Feast is eight
full days, counting the last day, but
falls on nine days or partial days
on the Gregorian calendar.

Goal of Mokarow Kingdom of God conference
is to listen, speak, compare notes and question
The writer attended Ambassador
College, Big Sandy, in the late 1960s.
He lives with his wife, Cathy, near
Lincoln, Ark.
By John Dickerson
HE WOODLANDS, Texas—
Conference attendees heard
about the Kingdom of God at
the latest conference sponsored by Art
Mokarow and Evanow Publishing,
Mr. Mokarow’s company based in
Conroe, Texas.
Photo by Everett Oakley
The conference,
attended by about
40 people, including several ministers
in various churches
and fellowships,
took place April 2628, 2012, at a Marriott hotel in The
Woodlands, near John Dickerson
Houston.
Mr. Mokarow provided lodging
and meals for those who attended.
This writer once again served as em-
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cee. The official conference theme
was “The Kingdom of God/The Will
of God.”
The speakers spoke from a variety
of perspectives and beliefs, many
quite at odds with each other.
However, the meeting was notable
because of its harmony. There was
disagreement but not strife. The participants agreed to disagree.
A few credentialed scholars spoke
along with pastors and other elders.
Can’t understand
The first message, by Ron Moseley
of North Little Rock, Ark., was titled
“The 1st-Century Message of the
Kingdom of God.”
“You can’t understand the Kingdom
of God unless you have some concept
about the text and His Kingdom in the
Hebrew scriptures,” he said.
The role of women
Dr. Moseley was followed by Royce
Mitchell of the Houston Church of
God, who addressed the topic “The

Role of Women in the Church,” a
theme certain to stir up discussion.
“What about problem scriptures?”
Dr. Mitchell asked: “those that seem
to say that women are second-class
Christians?”
He joked that the current issue of
THE JOURNAL, with articles by and
about Tina Engelbart and her research
on biblical women’s role, had scooped
his presentation.
God and the Kingdom
The afternoon of the first day began
with Anthony Buzzard, who holds
Oxford University credentials, delivering “The Kingdom and God.”
A hindrance to learning about the
Kingdom can be ministers, Sir Anthony said.
“I’ve said in the classroom over the
years that atheism is a lot better than
religion done wrong. I know that because it [religion] nearly destroyed us
[Sir Anthony and his wife, Barbara].
Atheists mercifully don’t do the
See WAS YOUR, page 5

CGI Jamaica breaking its own records in 2012
The writer is an elder of the
Church of God International residing
and serving in Jamaica.
By Glenford Smith
INGSTON, Jamaica—The Jamaica congregation of the
Church of
God International
continues to remain
unwaveringly focused on its raison
d’etre, spreading
the gospel to increasing numbers of
people in all parts of
the island.
Glenford Smith
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In only the first four months of the
year it held two campaigns with
record attendances of 410 and 352 in
January and April respectively.
410 attend January campaign
at a Church of Christ
In January Pastor Ian Boyne addressed the biggest-ever campaign
audience of a Jamaican Church of
God minister on the subject of the
Sabbath.
Mr. Boyne’s strategy of debating
Church of Christ elder Leslie Buckland at a Church of Christ assembly
hall in Kingston attracted 340 visi-

tors, with 70 Church of God International brethren present.
110 visitors at Sagicor
campaign in April
In April intense promotional efforts resulted in attracting 110 visitors, the highest visitor turnout at the
congregation’s Sagicor meeting hall
in Kingston.
There were also 242 members who
supported this highly engaging campaign on the subject of “postmortem
salvation,” or the doctrine of “second
chance,” as it is popularly called.
See CGI’S MINISTERIAL, page 5
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Letters from our readers
Where are they now?
ne of the reasons I like receiving and reading THE JOURNAL
is that it keeps us aware of
where the ministers are who had been
in Edmonton over the years.
I started attending in the summer of
1972. During the ’70s and ’80s there
were a large number of AC grads who
were sent to Edmonton for field training and then assigned to new congregations throughout Alberta, British
Columbia and Saskatchewan.
Norman J. Chrestenson
Edmonton, Alta., Canada
Tape pals
In the 1970s the WCG published
The Worldwide News, a newspaper focused on church members and their activities. It included, at least for a while,
a “Personals” section through which
members could contact each other.
I placed an item seeking a pen pal
or, more precisely, a cassette-tape pal
who would share my passion for traditional country, bluegrass and western-swing music of the 1930s on into
the 1970s. I received a few responses,
but most of them resulted in shortlived correspondences.
But one fellow in New Brunswick,
Canada, sent me a letter expressing an
exuberance for the music that
matched my own. We began swapping tapes of vintage recordings interspersed with shared thoughts on a
variety of subjects.
That all started back in 1974, and
we are still at it. Though we have
never had the opportunity to meet in
person, we know each other well.
I mention this because I have often
wondered if there are others who
made contact through The Worldwide
News and have continued to correspond for nearly four decades.
While I don’t think this is anything
the Guinness people would be interested in, I do think it might be of interest to your readers, especially if they
have a similar story to share.
John Gill
Little River, Texas
From whence comes truth?
All truth is God’s truth, no matter
who says it or where it comes from. If
it’s true it comes from God.
Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.
Shake the tree and see who salutes
I’m going to propose a leadership
model for discussion. Most groups
and churches have a council of elders.
I propose that such councils be half
comprised of men and half of women,
all of whom are over the age of 50.
I believe the ideal speaking ministry in even the smallest church
should be comprised of a group or
team specially trained to public-speak.
These speakers should be men so as
not to cause upset.
However, opening prayers, announcements, Bible studies and special presentations in areas of expertise
should be given by anyone interested
in doing so.
There should be a financial team
that finds and develops materials to
educate brethren about money, selfdevelopment and savings. This could
include a coupon-share book, a small
library of self-improvement books
and video presentations of experts in
their fields. These could be available
after sundown on Saturdays.
Requests for financial handouts
should go through this financial team
after intense evaluation of the money
seeker. The team could also be a jobnetwork finder.
I think it’s time to shake the tree
and see what falls out.
June Narber
Via the Internet
You just wait
Regarding Tina Engelbart’s paper
that claims that the Bible doesn’t prohibit women preachers [see articles by
and about Mrs. Engelbart in issue No.
148, dated Feb. 29, 2012]:
I stopped reading when I reached
the stated example, the translation of
diakonos as “servant” when applied to
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Phoebe, while all other scriptures that
use the same word are said to have
translated it as “minister.”
Not true. Diakonos (noun) and diakoneo (verb) are rendered “deacon,”
“deaconess,” “servant,” “minister.”
Diakonos is a working servant,
nothing more, nothing less. Diakonos
(servants) drew water for Christ (John
2:9). Diakonos can chop wood and do
housework or preach the gospel. Diakonos as an elevated ranking “minister” is a modern construct in a nonbiblical hierarchy.
Tina has a clear choice. Scripture is
abundantly clear. 1 Corinthians 14:34
and 1 Timothy 2:14 forbid a woman to
teach and preach in a church setting.
She can reject the Word of God and
“get modern” or humble herself under
His mighty hand so she can truly teach
as a powerful spirit later.
Maxwell McFeat
Palmerston, New Zealand

(theshininglight.info),
which has been pretty popular for the last couple of
years during the FranksKilough coup and aftermath.
[Jim Franks and
Clyde Kilough are
among the leaders of the
relatively new Church of
God a Worldwide Association, which split from
the United Church of God.]
Mr. Malm opened a
forum for disenfranchised
COG people to vent and hear what
goes on behind closed doors. He started off being open to everyone’s opinions, but once his numbers were up he
started to screen off any criticism of
his own closed-mindedness.
He uses the Sabbath as proof that
all the COGs teach Sabbath-breaking.
He refers to eating meals out on the
Sabbath as blatant Sabbath-breaking
and claims Herbert W. Armstrong
didn’t start that practice until after
Loma died.
That may be true, and if one uses
that as justification for eating out on
the Sabbath one is watering down the
Fourth Commandment.
Mr. Malm says that at the Feast or
on any holy day one must prepare his
meals ahead of time.
I am not saying he is wrong about
that and agree that if you can’t own a
restaurant that is open on the Sabbath it
would be hypocritical to eat out in one.

How to subscribe to THE JOURNAL
Keep up with news of the Churches of
God and your friends in all the groups by
subscribing to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE
CHURCHES OF GOD for (in the United
States) $15 for six issues, $28 for 12 issues or $49 for 24 issues. Gift subscriptions to THE JOURNAL are available. For
non-U.S. subscriptions mailed from Big
Sandy, the price is $17 for six issues, $30
for 12 issues or $51 for 24 issues. For
prices for ordering through one of our
international distributors, below, please
check with the individual distributor.
To subscribe, renew or order a gift subscription in the United States, Australia,
Britain, Canada, South Africa, New Zealand or elsewhere, use the coupon on the
last page or a plain piece of paper and

Cartwright’s editorial in issue No. 146
titled “Lo and Behold, an Elephant Is
in Our Room”].
But I felt Dave Havir was helpful.
[Mr. Havir wrote “Canon Discussions
Can Help Young People,” also on
page 3 of issue No. 147.]
I can see how someone who is
taught that the Bible in its entirety is
the inerrant Word of God could honestly throw the New Testament out,
because NT writers pretty much challenge the compatibility of some of the
Old Covenant with the New Covenant.
Paul in 2 Timothy 3:16-17 reassures Timothy that there is still value
there in preparing ourselves for good
works, although most seem to require
2 Timothy 3 to say something else.

‘All truth is God’s truth, no matter who says it or where
it comes from. If it’s true it comes from God.’
CGI and UCG bridge in Canada
I’m recalling articles you did in 2009
and 2010 about Murray Palmatier (formerly of the UCG) who “blended”
Pentecost services with the CGI and
UCG in eastern Canada. [See “The Tie
That Binds: CGI-UCG Pentecost,”
issue No. 140, dated July 31, 2010.]
Those articles had a profound impact on me and our small congregation
in Penticton. Finally—God willing
and blessing us—John Coish (CGI
Canada president) launched a bridgebuilding project, and both the CGI and
UCG celebrated their first Days of
Unleavened Bread together in 2012.
At this writing we are anxiously
awaiting the combined celebration
again for Pentecost. God does, indeed,
work in His time, and all things do
work for the good.
Looking out at our horizon, foreboding signs are moving us closer to
end-of-the-age changes. We—past,
present and future COGers—desperately need each other’s support, love
and prayers.
I applaud Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in the continued renewal
of God’s nation. The once “lost” are
returning in droves, and Israel now
ranks third behind the United States
and China in world-trade shares.
It’s like a double-edged sword to
me: fear and exhilaration filling me
with great hope.
James Ludvigson
Penticton, B.C., Canada
The canon, God and Mr. Malm
I found your opinion on the books
of the Bible and the objective look
into the COGs’ interpretation of them
right on the money. [See “Lo and Behold, an Elephant Is in Our Room” by
Dixon Cartwright in issue No. 147,
Dec. 20, 2011, and articles and letters
responding to that article in No. 148,
Feb. 29, 2012.]
You’re not out to slander any particular group. Rather, you come up
with meaningful insights on how men
use the power of the gospel to their
own advantage.
An interesting example is James
Malm of The Shining Light blog

But he points the finger and says
some pretty nasty things about those
who teach the Sabbath and do eat out on
it. He says they’re watering down the
law and that the UCG’s general conference of elders had meals at the hotel for
the conference on a recent weekend and
the elders there contracted people to
work for them, which they did.
But James Malm rejects the first
and greatest Commandment and is a
Nicene supporter, following his buddy
Constantine right down the line. He
preaches that there is more than one
God and that Jesus was the one speaking in the Old Testament.
When confronted with his error, he
simply refuses to discuss or print ideas
that are in the Bible that he doesn’t
want to deal with.
The Shining Light asks for tithes
and offerings and is just as blind as the
rest of the COGs when it comes to
which part of the Bible it will endorse.
Change is not good for business
because it breaks the myth that the
leaders somehow have more insight,
which translates into more of God’s
Spirit than the rest of us. That was Mr.
Armstrong’s biggest flaw. He thought
that only half of us “got it” while the
big secret is that he didn’t even get it.
It’s sad to say, but God could have
used a rock. Just because He uses a
man to get a message out doesn’t mean
that that person will be saved any more
than the person who’s listening.
Let’s all wake up and work out our
own salvation while there is time.
Mark Lee
Via the Internet
Mr. Malm is welcome to submit a
response to Mr. Lee that THE JOURNAL
would consider running as a letter to
the editor.
Should religion make sense?
In reading the five gracious critics
to the editor’s comments on the
canon, I found nothing to help me in
the discussion.
[The reference is to editorials by
Mike Baran, Gordon Feil, Ken Westby
and Ian Willis beginning on page 3 of
issue No. 147, dated Jan. 31, 2012. The
five men were responding to Dixon

Jesus is quoted as saying, “You have
heard it said an eye for an eye and a
tooth for a tooth, but I say to you . . .”
(You can read Walter Wink’s essay in
issue No. 147 for what Jesus says.)
When Jesus says that, He is challenging Exodus 21:24 and Leviticus
24:20.
When Colossians 2 and Hebrews
10 call Moses’ writings a shadow that
Christ casts back in time, how can the
Old Covenant stand equal with the
New?
It should not surprise anyone that
when the Bible speaks of two covenants, with one replacing the other, the
New would not always conform to the
Old.
As many are realizing, calendars,
rituals and the other ceremonies so
essential to the Old Covenant can
drop substantially on our priority lists.
Most people’s concept of the Bible
is rooted not in honest humility but in
an ongoing ego trip that requires them
to get along with only those who see it
their way.
P.S.: The editor’s strange idea that
religion should make sense may get
lip service from a few. If it is accepted
and embraced, that would be a miracle
of biblical proportions.
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Witnesses too
Just in case it’s slipped your mind,
as of this writing [in mid-May 2012]
we have just over a fortnight until
Christ returns.
Ronald Weinland, head of the
Church of God Preparing for the
Kingdom of God—whose books are
The Prophesied End-Time (2004) and
2008: God’s Final Witness (2006)—
announced in 2006 that he was one of
the Two Witnesses of Zechariah 4:14
and Revelation 11 who would speak
out before Jesus returned.
Later he announced that his wife
was the other one.
(One former WCG minister told
me he has met five of the Two Witnesses.)
“Yes, God reveals to His prophets
in advance what He is bringing to

mail to one of these addresses (when
ordering from the U.S. address, please
remit in U.S. funds):
THE JOURNAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A.; info@thejournal.
org. (See subscription prices above.)
THE JOURNAL, c/o Lewis McCann, 24
Bradvue Cres., Bradville, Milton Keynes
MK13 7AJ, United Kingdom; £18 for 12
issues; 100702.2766@compuserve.com.
Canadian subscribers: Please subscribe through the Big Sandy address.
Canadian subscriptions in U.S. dollars
are $17 for six monthly issues, $30 for 12
issues or $51 for 24 issues. Please remit
in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
a postal money order.

pass,” writes Mr. Weinland. “Although many in the world and those of
the Church that was scattered do not
like that a date has been set for the
return of Jesus Christ as the Messiah,
God has fulfilled His promise to
reveal what He does in advance.
“He has revealed that His Son is to
come as the prophesied Messiah on
May 27, 2012. I have not given this,
but God has given this!” (ronaldweinland.com).
And, yes, I just checked and that’s
still the date.
Be prepared!
David V. Barrett
London, England
Journeys for today
THE JOURNAL should be called The
Journey.
The “journey” began in the Garden
of Eden. Adam and Eve decided on
their own journey, etc., etc., etc.
Christians are on their individual
journeys and now interpret the Scriptures to guide their own Christian
“thoughts” along the way.
Herbert W. Armstrong chose the
Old Testament Jewish traditions (Matthew 15:6; Colossians 2:8).
But the Church of God is the Kingdom of Heaven (John 18:36; Luke
10:9).
The many Church of God splits are
all journeys for today’s Christians,
evidenced by articles in THE JOURNAL.
You are doing a great job.
Leonard Sowders
Warren, Mich.
What are the odds?
A while back you had readers write
about situations involving angels. To
my knowledge I’ve never met an
See MORE LETTERS, page 31
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Columns and commentary

Kudos, Tina, but don’t hold your breath
The writer attends the Church of
God Big Sandy and formerly pastored
congregations in Latin America.

ister in the New Testament Church?”
by Mrs. Engelbart in issue No. 148 of
THE JOURNAL, dated Feb. 29, 2012.)

By Reginald Killingley
IG SANDY, Texas—Congratulations to Tina Engelbart in her
efforts to
bring the United
Church of God
into the 21st
century insofar
as its views on
women’s ecclesiastical roles
are concerned.
Her bravery
was also evi- Reginald Killingley
denced by her
holding her own in the face of some
tendentious JOURNAL questioning.
(See “Church of God Member Says
Bible Doesn’t Prohibit Women Elders
Including Preachers” by Dixon Cartwright and “Was There a Woman Min-

God-given rights
Of course, I think it’s naive for any
of us to think that any of the larger
COG groups would accept a change
of this magnitude.
Many men and many pastors are
insecure. To bolster their self-image
they latch onto their privileges. They
are jealous of what they consider their
God-given rights and don’t want to
lose or even share them.
They won’t say that openly, of
course. Instead, they’ll couch their recalcitrance in more-acceptable language such as “It’s God’s will.”
That way they can sound righteous
while maintaining the status quo and
especially their own status.

B

Paul’s handy that way
A few more thoughts: Folks tend to

agree with Paul when it suits them and
cavil when it doesn’t.
Paul says women should submit?
Well, what more need be said?
Paul says it’s better for men not to
get married? Oh, well, he just means
for that time period, not for all time.
Of course.
Paul in his letters and elsewhere
frequently expresses personal opinions. Are his opinions always correct?
Well, he argues with Barnabas about
the value of John Mark (Acts 15:3740) and is later proved wrong. At one
point he thinks he will be alive at
Christ’s return (1 Thessalonians 4:17).
Wrong again. So Paul is not infallible.

See IT’S QUITE A TRIP, page 6

Do any find Bible passages disturbing?
The writer, a former member of the
Worldwide Church of God, currently
produces the Otagosh blog (otagosh.
blogspot.com). In 2010 he completed
a theology degree, majoring in biblical studies, from Otago University,
Dunedin, New Zealand.
The following article is a version of
a blog posting from May 12, 2012. It
is presented here as part of THE JOURNAL’s continuing discussion of the
Bible canon.
By Gavin Rumney
UCKLAND, New Zealand—
A few days ago there was a
posting here that asked which
passage in the Bible was most disturbing.
Most of the nominations involved
horrendous Old Testament passages.
There’s certainly a lot to object to in
the Hebrew canon, not least the
famous “waters of Babylon” psalm,
Psalm 137:
“O daughter of Babylon, who are to
be destroyed, Happy the one who repays you as you have served us!
Happy the one who takes and dashes
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your little ones against the rock!”
(verses 8-9).
Perhaps the concentration-camp
staffers at Auschwitz comforted themselves with such verses, but they
would be the vilest exception.
Yet, in the
context of other
ancient literature, this is hardly uncommon.
Brutal times
draw forth brutal
literature, and
that includes
Scripture.
I recollect beGavin Rumney
ing scandalized
by a passage in the Bhagavad Gita
some years ago every bit as contemptuous of human life as anything you’d
find in the Pentateuch.
Surprising nomination
Viewed as God-breathed holy writ,
such passages are an abomination, but
seen as examples of national literature
at a time of robber-baron royalty? Not
so much of a surprise.

My nomination, seemingly far
more benign, comes from the pen of
Paul the apostle, Romans 13:1-5:
“Every person should place themselves under the authority of the government. There isn’t any authority unless it comes from God, and the authorities that are there have been put in
place by God.
“So anyone who opposes the authority is standing against what God
has established. People who take this
kind of stand will get punished.
“The authorities don’t frighten people who are doing the right thing.
Rather, they frighten people who are
doing wrong. Would you rather not be
afraid of authority? Do what’s right,
and you will receive its approval.
“It is God’s servant given for your
benefit. But if you do what’s wrong,
be afraid because it doesn’t have
weapons to enforce the law for nothing. It is God’s servant put in place to
carry out his punishment on those who
do what is wrong.
“That is why it is necessary to place
yourself under the government’s auSee DOES IT MAKE, page 7

Church leaders, be aware of these 7 habits
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—One of the
responsibilities I have as pastor
of the Church of God Big
Sandy is to compile news articles and
editorials for our Web site (churchof
godbigsandy.com).
On our site we have a section called
“Eye on the World” that includes
weekly articles about current events.
I locate many of the articles, since I
like to keep up with current events.
However, I also have friends around
the world who send articles for me to
consider including.

B

Applies to church leaders
One of the articles sent to me was
by Eric Jackson titled “The Seven
Habits of Spectacularly Unsuccessful
Executives,” which was posted at
forbes.com on Jan. 2, 2012. I included
the article in the April 28 edition of
“Eye on the World.”
Mr. Jackson wrote the article to
apply to leaders in all walks of life,
including private industry and public
service.
When the article circulated among
a few of my friends, one of them remarked how these characteristics can

also be applied to church leaders. You
know, he was right.
By reading the following synopsis
of the article, you will see how these
habits can be a problem for all leaders,
including church leaders.
Smart people fail
Mr. Jackson began with the following paragraphs:
“Sydney Finkelstein, the
Steven Roth Professor of Management at the
Tuck School of
Business at
Dartmouth College, published
Why Smart Executives Fail eight
years ago.
“In it, he shared
some of his research on what over 50
former high-flying companies—like
Enron, Tyco, WorldCom, Rubbermaid,
and Schwinn—did to become complete failures.
“It turns out that the senior executives at the companies all had seven
habits in common. Finkelstein calls
them the Seven Habits of Spectacularly Unsuccessful Executives.”
The seven habits
Then Mr. Jackson listed the seven

“God put me on the earth to accomplish a
certain number of things. Right now I’m so far
behind that I will probably never die.”

Proof-texting with Paul
If we want to proof-text using Paul,
though, I recommend using Galatians
3:28. To me it’s simple and determinative: If barriers to full participation in
the life of the church are now open to

habits as Mr. Finkelstein had described them in a 2004 article.
Habit No. 1: They see themselves and their companies as dominating their environment.
Habit No. 2: They identify so
completely with the company that
there is no clear boundary between
their personal interests and their corporation’s interests.
Habit No. 3: They think they
have all the answers.
Habit No. 4: They ruthlessly eliminate anyone
who isn’t completely behind them.
Habit No. 5: They
are consummate spokesmen,
obsessed with the company image.
Habit No. 6: They underestimate obstacles.
Habit No. 7: They stubbornly rely on what worked for them
in the past.
Bottom line
Mr. Jackson concluded the article
with the following paragraph:
“The bottom line: If you exhibit
several of these traits, now is the time
to stamp them out from your repertoire. If your boss or several senior
executives at your company exhibit
several of these traits, now is the time
to start looking for a new job.”

WCG/GCI has never lacked
a ‘visible female presence’
The writer is a second-generation
nondenominational Judeo-Christian
born and raised in the Worldwide
Church of God. Her family fell away
after the changes in 1996. Since
June 2011 she has attended Sabbath
services with Grace Communion
International and attended the
WCG/GCI Feast site in Paignton,
England, the same year.
By Velvet Delorey
ORNER BROOK, Nfld.,
Canada—I am writing in
response to Tina Engelbart’s
interview and article in the recent
issue of THE JOURNAL.
(See “Church of God Member
Says Bible Doesn’t Prohibit Women
Elders Including Preachers” by
Dixon Cartwright and “Was There a
Woman Minister in the New Tes-

C

tament Church?” by Mrs. Engelbart
in issue No. 148 of THE JOURNAL,
dated Feb. 29, 2012.)
I am also, as is obvious from my
picture on this page, female.
Visible female presence
I can remember, while
growing up in
the Church for
the first 19
years of my
life, an incredibly strong and
“visible female
presence” in
the Church.
Velvet Delorey
(Our fearless
editor, Dixon, allows me to capitalize Church even though doing so is
See SELFLESS ACTS, page 7

God’s Word still means what
it says, Mrs. Engelbart
The writer is a 1960 graduate of
Ambassador College. Mr. Mumme
lives in Tucson and is a member of
the Church of God a Worldwide
Association (CGWA). His wife, Jean,
died in 2009.
By Lawrence G. Mumme
UCSON, Ariz.—The subject at
hand is “Should women in the
church be allowed to preach,
teach and be a guide to men?” Because people like to take verses out of
context, spurious thoughts arise.
The primary consideration is the
word minister. This word has a connotation of “being of service” or
“one who serves.” It implies no
thought of teaching, preaching, pastoring or having any authority.
Recent articles in THE JOURNAL
featuring the opinions of Tina Engelbart (“Church of God Member Says
Bible Doesn’t Prohibit Women El-

T

ders Including Preachers” by Dixon
Cartwright and “Was There a Woman Minister in the New Testament
Church?” by Mrs. Engelbart) try to
negate God’s
Word by suggesting women should have
the right in the
church to speak
as men do.
Lack of
understanding
The woman
Lawrence Mumme
promoting this
idea does not
understand the real purpose behind
what Paul was prompted to write in
1 Corinthians 14:34 (“Let your
women keep silent in the churches”). She did not read this scripture,
or the other verses she quoted
See WOMEN DON’T WANT, page 6
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Open the Wardrobe: The personal reality of the Sabbath day

The writer, a longtime Church of
God member and elder, is founder of
the Association for Christian Development and host of its weekly Virtual
Church Sabbath service. He provides
a free E-mail newsletter, Keeping
Watch. Write acd@godward.org.
By Ken Westby
ES MOINES, Wash.—In C.S.
Lewis’s popular series The
Chronicles of Narnia, his bestknown book, The Lion, the Witch, and
the Wardrobe, tells the story of another world, another reality that was experienced by entering a piece of
furniture: a wardrobe, a kind of
closet for storing
clothes. It turns
out to be a portal
to another time
and place.
Wa r d r o b e s
preceded our
closets and were
large and impor- Ken Westby
tant pieces of
furniture for the hanging and storage
of clothing.
The Second World War has just begun, and the four Pevensie children
are sent out of London to the English
countryside to avoid the blitz of
German bombs. They are cared for by
an old professor and his housekeeper.
One rainy day the children go exploring the house, and the youngest,
Lucy, becomes curious about the
wardrobe in an empty room.

D

Lessons to learn
Lucy opens the fine apple-wood
door, steps inside and finds herself
entering another world, the magical
Kingdom of Narnia.
Then begins a series of adventures
that involve all the children: trials,
dangers, mysteries, lessons learned of
good and evil—and, at the conclusion
of a captivating tale, a happy ending.
It is a charming story conveying a
profoundly religious morality message.
The hero who ends up saving Narnia
from the forces of evil is a resurrected
lion named Aslan. Lucy and her siblings join Aslan in his righteous fight.
Upon victory, they’re appointed
kings and queens in the lion’s kingdom, ruling until adulthood.
Eventually they come back through
the wardrobe, leaving behind the land
of Narnia, and suddenly they are again
children in the wardrobe hiding from
Mrs. MacReady, the housekeeper.
Somehow time in Narnia is different. Only a few minutes have passed
in their English-countryside home.
Daring fantasy
You’ve probably read the book or
seen the movie. Each of our four children read The Chronicles of Narnia.
My two daughters read them many
times. It is amazing what inspiration
and lessons can be imparted to children by a fantasy novel that dares to
promote godly, uplifting themes.
Beauty is what God does so well
God makes all things beautiful, and
the marvels of His creation can take
your breath away. Whether creatures,
flowers or stars, they are all beautiful
in different and amazing ways, and,
though very real, carry an element of
fantasy.
Sabbath and created order
The Sabbath is a creation of God,
and it too has a beauty, sadly undiscovered by most of mankind.
We call the created order the cosmos. Cosmos literally means “order”
and “beauty.” The latter aspect survives in the modern word cosmetic.
God knows beauty. There are components or ingredients that combine to
make things beautiful in a variety of
ways. Aristotle wrote: “To be beautiful, a living creature, and every whole
made up of parts, must not only present a certain order in its arrangement
of parts, but also be of a certain defi-

nite magnitude. Beauty is a matter of
size and order . . .”
Thomas Aquinas said the beautiful
object is one that has unity, proportion
and clarity. Beauty can be variously
defined but usually includes harmony,
intrinsic excellence or perfection,
coherence and certain properties that
make it admirable or enjoyable.
Many beauties
There is beauty to be found in many
forms: a spectacular sunset, a mother
nursing her baby, leaves falling in
October and November, a mathematical formula, wisdom, a generous and
kind spirit, the sounds of frogs croaking by the still pond on a warm summer night.
There is a beauty of things, beauty
of events, beauty of design, and beauty of character and spirit. There is also
a beauty to be discovered in time: holy
time.
The Sabbath is a creation of God
quite unlike the material creation in
that it is an immaterial thing: time,
always moving, never static. Its beauty cannot be seen in the typical way
objects are beheld.
Like the material creation, however, it has its own striking, marvelous
and mysterious beauty about it.
The Sabbath must be experienced
according to its intelligent design to be
fully appreciated. This invisible beauty is seen through experiencing its
designed purpose.
Much as the beauty of faraway

Code, this awesome Testimony of
YHVH Himself, unless it was an
indispensable part of God’s Way for
humankind.
“Two of the Ten are stated in positive forms: Remember the Sabbath
and Honor your father and your mother; the remaining eight are prohibitions. These two positive commandments are linked together in Leviticus
19:2-3 as an introduction to the description of true Holiness. Notice:
“You shall be holy, for I YHVH
your God am holy. Every one of you
shall revere his mother and his father,
and you shall keep My Sabbaths: I am
the YHVH your God.
“One is the foundation of God’s
relationship with humans, the other
the foundation of human relationships
with one another.”
Be perfect, be holy
Jesus repeated this passage from
Leviticus in His moving Sermon on
the Mount: “Therefore you are to be
perfect [holy], as your heavenly Father is perfect [holy]” (Matthew 5:48).
The Fourth Commandment tells
man to “remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8). “Observe
the Sabbath day, to keep it holy”
(Deuteronomy 5:12).
Is this not a clear echo of the creation event where at the pinnacle we
read: “And God blessed the seventh
day and made it holy, because on it he
rested from all the work of creating he
had done”? (Genesis 2:3).

Plato’s and Aristotle’s concepts of a
transcendent God.
Augustine reasoned that time was
part of the physical creation and
hence the Creator must remain untainted by the material and be firmly
placed outside of the stream of time: a
timeless Deity.
Thomas Aquinas combined the
Greek methods of rational philosophy
with Christianity and concluded with
Plato that God inhabited a realm beyond space and time. This removed
God from man’s world to some faraway remote heaven.
Same time
Clearly, according to the Bible,
God is not timeless but is a God of historical actions in the same time and
space shared with mankind.
The first thing God declared “holy”
was a period of time to which he later
gave a name: Sabbath day (the only
day given a name; others were just
numbered).
Sabbath literally means “to stop,”
the idea being that one should cease
(Hebrew shabbat) normal activity.
This is what God Himself did in
time and space when He ceased His
creating and rested at a certain geographical space and fellowshipped in
time with the man and woman He had
made in His image.
Time is like the eternal burning
bush out of which Yahweh spoke to
Moses.3 Though the bush burned, it
was not consumed. Though each

Lucy opened the fine apple-wood door, stepped
inside and found herself entering another
world, the magical Kingdom of Narnia.
galaxies can be accessed only through
the light-gathering power of great telescopes, the beauty is always there but
remains unseen unless accessed, in the
case of the Sabbath by entering into its
time to be refreshed by its Creator.
Two memorialized actions
The seventh day memorializes two
of Yahweh’s greatest and most beautiful actions that are given titles by
which we know Him:
Creator (see the Exodus 20 version of the Sabbath Commandment).
Savior (or Deliverer; see the
Deuteronomy 5 version of the Sabbath
Commandment).
The Sabbath memorializes Yahweh’s creation of the cosmos and His
giving it life, including making man
and woman in His image. It memorializes His love for His children by
saving them from slavery and giving
them freedom, food and a new life in
a new land.
So why does Yahweh God want us
to treat Sabbath time differently from
the other six days?
It is precisely to remember, to consider and internalize this beautiful yet
critical knowledge about who He is
and what He has done: knowledge that
can impart meaning and purpose to
our lives lived in relationship to our
Creator and each other.
Portal to see and experience holiness
James D. Tabor, biblical scholar
and author of the excellent book Restoring Abrahamic Faith,1 writes:
“The Sabbath Day is vitally connected to knowing and understanding
God as Creator and experiencing His
Presence, as well as providing essential physical and spiritual rejuvenation
to our busy lives. Our loss of this vital
pillar of the Faith has probably contributed more to our disconnection
from the people of Israel, and thus to
the Hebraic roots of Biblical Faith,
than any other single factor.
“The very fact that the Sabbath
commandment is one of these great
Ten ‘Matters’ of YHVH [Yahweh]
clearly sets it apart as a major component of the Way of YHVH. It would
not be included as part of this great

We are to become holy because our
God is holy. We are by design to spiritually mature into His holy image. We
are to remember and observe (literally
guard) the Sabbath as holy time because God, who is holy, set it apart as
holy time by His word and actions.
Is there a wardrobe door, a portal,
that mankind has ignored and failed to
open; a portal to knowledge—priceless knowledge—about how man can
come to know about God and become
holy as He is holy?
God is not hiding this knowledge
but bids us to “come and learn of Me.”
He knows life is busy and people need
to take a weekly stop from their busyness, to cease from their normal uses
of time and enter into a period of special-use time, time best spent learning
how to live before the Holy Father.
God, time and the seventh day
The Sabbath is a chunk of time, and
time cannot be saved, stored or
bought. It just comes, freely, and in the
same amount and at the same speed
for everyone.
God lives within time. He acts in
historic time. There was a time when
creation came into being, when man
was created, when Moses met God on
the mountain, when Jesus died and
rose to life. God shares time with us.
Of course, our experience of time
differs from God’s in that our time
runs out and we die. In that sense time
is both precious to us and our enemy.
We live the life of the dash between
the two dates on our tombstone.
For God time is simply His ongoing, never-ending life. Cosmological and human events are but markers
and measurements against the eternity
of God’s never-ending life. His life is
what makes time.
Eternity is time,
Time, eternity.
To see the two as opposites
Is Man’s perversity. 2

Pagan ideas
The ancient pagan philosophers
had ideas about God and time, some
of which unfortunately took root in
Christian traditions and ideas of God.
St. Augustine was influenced by

instant must vanish to open the way to
the next one, time itself is not consumed. It continues.4
The history of Scripture is God
sharing His life (time) and doing His
mighty deeds in His and our world. It
is man’s history and part of the history of God’s life.
He is not a God far off but a God
near. He is a God still willing and ready
to share His life and plans with those
He made in His image: you and me.
More than a doctrine
For many Christian Sabbatarians
and observant Jews, the Sabbath sits
prominent on the table of chief doctrines. It should so sit, for God has so
made it.
Doctrines are descriptive teaching
from Scripture, and some are weightier than others. The Sabbath isn’t the
weightiest, but its importance is reflected by its position in the middle of
the Ten Commandments.
(The importance of the Sabbath can
also be seen by the fact that almost a
third of all the words in the Ten Commandments are devoted to it.)
It is too easy for us religious folk to
stake out our doctrinal positions like
boundary stakes pounded into the corners of our property. It is our biblicalGPS position, important to our identity and part of the list of hard, cold
facts comprising our religious profile.
But doctrines should serve as more
than information, facts and Bible
proof texts.
If true, they are from God
If they are true teaching, they have
their origin in the very character and
mind of God. They contain spiritual
instruction and knowledge designed to
move us in the way of God: to love
God with all our mind, heart and
strength and love our neighbors as
ourselves.
This is the path of true holiness, of
internalizing the divine nature and
manifesting outward the loving fruits
of that nature.
Look at doctrine, the Sabbath doctrine, as a structure that contains
something that holds a substance. Picture a glass of milk. The structure is

the glass; the substance is the milk.
Both are important, but the object of
the glass is to hold the milk. The milk
is the purpose of the glass.
The seventh day is a 24-hour period
that comes every seven days. There
are few stipulations on its use beyond
the change in focus from normal work
to remembering the mighty works of
Yahweh.
A personal reality
It is a rest, a ceasing, a door into a
God-centered use of time. That is the
general structure of the Sabbath day.
But what is its substance?
The Sabbath is more than a doctrine
we agree to follow. It must be a personal reality that we enter.
We must experience the Sabbath to
taste its substance, to drink its refreshing milk.
There is a learning curve toward
experiencing the Sabbath more fully.
The substance is resting in the presence of God, coming to know God
and His way.
“It is about meeting God in a “sanctuary in time,” a day created to serve
much the same function that the
Jerusalem Temple did before it was
destroyed in 70 A.D.” 5
Start anytime
One can begin celebrating the Sabbath any week. You can begin this
week by making provision for its
arrival.
Do some planning. Make it special.
Make it the crown of the week as
Yahweh made it at creation. Plan a
special meal with candles ready to
light, take a walk in the country, relax
with some beautiful music, take a nap,
meditate, visit a lonely friend, attend a
church, study that topic you planned
to look into “someday.”
The 52 Sabbaths in the coming year
will provide plenty of opportunities
for refreshment, worship, prayer,
learning and service.
Dr. Laura’s conversion
Dr. Laura Schlessinger found the
transition from work time to rest time
difficult. After experiencing a conversion to Judaism, the internationally
famous talk-show counselor determined to enter into the world of “Sabbath time.” She writes:
“I remember all too painfully my
struggle with Sabbath observance. The
first several Saturdays I just stayed in
bed, depressed and upset. I couldn’t
imagine what I would do with the
whole day if I didn’t work on my writing, go shopping, watch our son do
some competitive sport, turn on some
television, etc. I realized that our lives
were very focused on ‘doing stuff.’
“We were always together as a family for each meal . . . What we were
lacking was a spiritual focus. Slowly, I
weaned myself away from worldly
frenetic activities to attend services, to
read Torah and other religious writings, to pray and to contemplate and to
relax (another task with which I had
little experience).
“Given my nature to be diligently
productive, it was a struggle to give up
the sense of being busy, in control, and
in charge. I discovered the blessings of
returning it all back over to God and
godly pursuits in a more pious sense.
“At first, I discovered the joy of
being able to stop working, and because it was commanded by God, I
didn’t have guilt about some downtime. That was psychologically liberating for me (there’s that freedomfrom-slavery concept again).
“Next was the long road toward a
deepening spirituality—with time set
aside solely for that endeavor.
“I’m still learning, and I’m not
nearly good enough at it. I still struggle with letting go of workweek frustrations, annoyances, and the like, but
observing the Sabbath has changed
me from being a gerbil on an exercise
wheel to a human being aspiring to
‘walk in God’s ways.’ ” 6
Dr. Laura’s book The Ten ComSee THE SABBATH, page 31
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Was your WCG experience a glass half full or half empty?
Continued from page 1

things that uneducated tyrannical
gurus have done to their people.”
He said a religious “guru” typically
“comes with no education at all, much
less the capacity to read the languages
and read the commentaries, and yet
tells you he’s the apostle dropped from
heaven.
“That’s dangerous, and some of you
don’t realize you’re still under the influence of that guru Herbert Armstrong.”

in, through and out of the Worldwide
Church of God.
Mr. Fransson began by asking how
many of his listeners were former
members of the WCG. Maybe 75 per-

Calvin and Servetus
Sir Anthony was followed by his
son-in-law, Carlos Jimenez, originally
from Nicaragua, who gave a PowerPoint presentation, “Calvin, Servetus
and the Struggle for Truth.”
Mr. Jimenez related the account of
the original Calvinist, John Calvin,
giving the order for anti-Trinitarian
Michael Servetus to be burned at the
stake in 1553 for his unorthodox religious beliefs.
Where God dwells
The next day brought Gary Woodring of Tyler, Texas, whose address
was titled “God’s House: Where He
Dwells.”
“Think about it,” Mr. Woodring began. “If there’s no Kingdom, there’s
no future. So our future really has to
do with the plan of God and what He
is doing for us. And truly the gospel,
the good news, as Jesus so aptly told
us, is the good news of the Kingdom.”
Be not troubled
Then Lennox Abrigo, a native of
Guyana from Germantown, Md., gave
a message focusing on John 14: “Let
Not Your Heart Be Troubled.”
He quoted John 14:1-3, which continues: “I go to prepare a place for
you” and “I will come again . . . that
where I am ye may be also.”
“My thesis,” Mr. Abrigo said, “is
that that promise is not merely an expression of emotion as Jesus is about
to depart. My thesis is that that statement is a guarantee to those to whom
He was speaking that what He was
saying would happen.”
People of the sign
After a catered noon meal, attendees heard a message by Wade Fransson of Madison, Wis., on the Kingdom of God. Mr. Fransson recently
published a book, The People of the
Sign, that follows his circuitous path

over to an orphanage in Sweden.
The main part of his message concerned the identifying characteristics
of Christians, which should be their
unity and love.
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MOKAROW CONFERENCE—Above are some of the people
who attended the conference in The Woodlands, Texas, April 26-28,
2012. For a list of presenters see the article beginning on page 1 of
this issue of THE JOURNAL. Photo 1: Alex Ciurana. Photo 2: Carlos
Jimenez. Photo 3: Klara Molnar. Photo 4: Gary Woodring. Photo

cent of the audience raised their
hands. Then he asked the former
WCG members if they considered
their WCG experience to have been a
“glass half full” as opposed to a “glass
half empty.”
Most people, according to the show
of hands, considered their WCG experience to have been more negative
than positive.
Mr. Fransson explained that he
looks at his personal history as positive rather than negative, even though
he has had disagreeable experiences,
including being kidnapped and turned

Mr. Mokarow followed Mr. Grisham, recommending THE JOURNAL to
his audience, even though he jokingly
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Babylon the great

14

5: Lane Roberts. Photo 6: Anthony Buzzard. Photo 7: Phillip
Arnold. Photo 8: Royce Mitchell. Photo 9: Beth Rule and Wade
Fransson. Photo 10: Bob Boley. Photo 11: Alvin Bernard. Photo
12: Ron Moseley. Photo 13: Art Mokarow and his daughter, Gigi
Mokarow. Photo 14: Bill Glover. [Photos by Dixon Cartwright]

Rainbow covenant
Steve Grisham of Los Angeles,
Calif., presented “The Rainbow Covenant Reveals God’s Will.”
A retired schoolteacher, Mr. Grisham drew inspiration for his address
from Genesis 6 and the account of the
rainbow after the Flood.
The rainbow signified a special
covenant, the “rainbow covenant,”
which was symbolic of the “grace” of
a “wonderful, marvelous God who is
love.”

referred to it as “Babylon.”
“So get this Babylonian paper,” he
suggested. “I think you’ll learn, and
it’ll keep you in contact with people of
like mind.”
The Bible in our time
The third and final day brought Bill
Glover of Eugene, Ore., presenting
“The Bible in the 21st Century.”
Mr. Glover, like Mr. Mokarow, is
an old-timer in the Churches of God,
having been baptized in 1953 and
attended Ambassador College in the
late 1950s.

“My wife and I began the Living
God Ministry” several years ago, he
said, “to try to help the thousands of
people who had been damaged by the
Worldwide Church of God.”
Message on salvation
Alvin Bernard, a former Seventhday Adventist and native of Trinidad
who lives in Atlanta, Ga., gave a message on salvation.
He spoke of an experience he had
that sounded almost like Paul’s conversion on the road to Damascus.
One night while lying in bed “at 2
a.m. [it felt as if] someone slapped me
on the forehead, and it was as if my
whole being was
transformed. It was
as if my . . . hard
drive had downloaded whole new
information. I’m
shaking, I’m crying,
I’m laughing all at
the same time.”
The incident demonstrated to Mr.
9
Bernard that “salvation is not a denomination, it’s not a religion, it’s not
a church organization. Salvation is a
relationship with Jesus Christ. My old
self died.”
Divine tension
Alex Ciurana of Humble, Texas,
delivered “Will and Kingdom in Divine Tension.” Mr. Ciurana, a Ph.D.
candidate in psychology, defined
“divine tension” as “that which produces a faith that dares to move forward although what lies ahead cannot
be . . . adequately described . . .”
He referred to the Bible as “the
greatest introduction to metaphysical
adventures.”
Limiting God
Mr. Mokarow finished the conference with a discussion that included
remarks about the Trinity. “What’s
wrong with the Calvinist Trinity?” he
asked. “My answer: It limits God.”
Opportunities to pay attention
Impressive about the conference
was its success at providing opportunities for people to listen and pay attention to others. Although listeners
and speakers were not necessarily in
agreement on the subjects discussed,
they found food for thought.

CGI’s Ministerial Apprenticeship Program set for Jamaica
Continued from page 1

‘Gleaner’ media blitz
In addition to lecture-style campaigns, the CGI Jamaica initiated a
public-advertisement media campaign
series in April that featured editorialstyled ads in the island’s most widely
circulated and read newspaper, the
Sunday Gleaner.
The installments in this series included “Resurrection or Immortal
Soul?” and “There Is No Ever-Burning Hell!” as well as “Questions for
Sabbath-Keepers” (which challenged
non–feast-day–keeping Sabbatarians
for their inconsistency).
Pattern of growth continues
The fruits of the CGI’s unrelenting
focus on evangelism were evident,
with four new persons baptized during
the Passover season.

Needless to say, the consistent numerical growth in its membership and
regular Sabbath-service and holy-day
attendance continued as a source of
encouragement and determination for
leadership and laity to march on with
their effective church-growth model.
For instance, in Kingston alone 176

Mr. Boyne strategically employed
Scripture, scholarship and ineluctable
logic to refute the anti-Sabbath arguments of his opponent and the mostly
Sunday-keeping audience.
He interacted with Mr. Buckland’s
best arguments to prove the falsity of
the view that there is no requirement

two-hour Sabbath lecture he had
recorded. Members of the Church of
Christ and independent visitors enthusiastically accepted the offerings.
In defense of God’s love and justice
In his presentation in April on postmortem salvation, Mr. Boyne surgi-

Mr. Boyne refuted the claim that a just and loving God would
eternally condemn people for rejecting Him when, through
no fault of their own, they had never heard the gospel.
members took the Passover, while the
Feast of Unleavened Bread recorded
attendances of 274 and 309 for the
first- and last-day services respectively.
In his debate with Mr. Buckland,
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under the New Covenant to keep the
seventh-day Sabbath and that it was
abolished along with the Old Covenant.
He established the pre-Sinaitic antecedents of the Sabbath, showing that
its existence and relevance are not
necessarily tied to existence of the Old
Covenant.
Sabbath still here
He showed scholarly evidence
for the view that Hebrews 4 gives support to the continuing relevance of,
and requirement for, literal Sabbathkeeping.
Recognizing the time limitations of
the debate, Mr. Boyne seized the
opportunity to distribute CDs of a

cally refuted the claim that a just and
loving God would eternally condemn
people for rejecting Him when,
through no fault of their own, they had
never heard the gospel.
He showed from Scripture that God
has one standard for saving people,
and it includes the opportunity to
know and accept the truth of Jesus and
the gospel.
Pastor Boyne showed from Matthew 11:20-24 and Ezekiel 16:53-57
that, though God punished pagan
nations, He will provide an opportunity for them in the future to learn and
follow His ways.
Mr. Boyne showed from Romans
9-11 that God still has a plan to fully

restore Israel after Christ returns: How
could this be possible without Israel
getting a chance after this life?
Mr. Boyne questioned how a just
God could restore wicked Israel and
condemn people who lived more righteously than they but, through no fault
of their own, did not know about Him.
He exegeted Romans 10 to show
that explicit faith in Christ through
knowledge of the true gospel is required for salvation.
He showed that theologian Karl
Rahner’s view of “implicit faith”
through general revelation and the
view that salvation comes through
good works are not scriptural.
Full steam ahead for the work
The campaign series was to continue
later in May when Pastor Boyne was to
follow up with another public lecture.
The Jamaican CGI is eager to play
host to the CGI’s Ministerial Apprenticeship Program (MAP) training May
17-20 here in Kingston (for the first
time outside the United States) at the
Courtleigh Hotel.
Regional director and pastor Bill
Watson, his fellow ministers Bronson James and Mike James, all from
the United States, are expected to
join Mr. Boyne and his local leaders
from Kingston, Spanish Town and
Maroon Town.
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It’s a quite a trip from phallocentrism to universal inclusion
Continued from page 3

non-Jews and to slaves, then why not
to women?
Gifts vary, of course, but all three
groups—formerly considered subservient or second-class—are now
given full equality in Christ.
One more decision that clearly
eliminates any notion of male superiority in the church is the abolition of
circumcision as a religious requirement.
By definition, only males could be
circumcised physically. But circumcision of the heart is available to both
males and females.
Although Mrs. Engelbart is not
naive, I just don’t see any real dialogue occurring while the current generation of AARP-eligible elders is in
charge.
Perhaps we can see an outside possibility of some talk for show, but
nothing of substance. The men in
charge are mostly insecure and afraid.
The leadership absolutely does not
want to be labeled liberal or Laodicean or, worse yet, lose lots of lucre.
And that applies to most of the COGs.
Still, kudos to Tina for her courage!
Phallocentric patterns
Mrs. Engelbart’s interview and article bring to mind the notes that follow,
which I wrote several years ago, concerning the roles of males and females
as outlined in the Bible.
I have studied and written about
this subject ever since I first submitted
a paper on the topic to Pasadena professors back in the Paleolithic Age (35
years ago).
The Old Testament is male-centered. If, therefore, we base our worship on OT patterns, these will be
phallocentric.
All the males were summoned to
worship at the pilgrim festivals. The
firstborn were counted if they were

males. This male-only policy extended even to animals.
The value of males was higher, and,
of course, the sign of the covenant,
circumcision, could be performed
only on males. Females were excluded from the congregation.
Sarah’s problem
The key to membership in God’s
covenant community also required
descent. Having descendants meant
possessing fertility. The fertility of
males is always assumed. It is invariably the female who is at fault and
who is thought to be barren.
Thus, with Abraham, Sarah is the
one with the problem. Abraham’s fecundity is demonstrated with Hagar
and later with Keturah. Ditto with
Rebekah and Isaac; Isaac had to wait
20 years for Rebekah to be able to

If a woman inherited land, she
could marry only within her tribe.
Such a restriction was not imposed on
men who inherited land.
Tectonic shift
That’s one reason it is a mistake to
view the New Testament as merely a
continuation of the Old. It is, rather, a
tectonic shift to a new universalist
plane. In the NT, women move up to
the same plane as men.
Oh, yeah?
Yes. In Zechariah’s genealogy in
Luke 1 his wife, Elizabeth, is mentioned by name. In the same chapter
Gabriel’s angelic annunciation of the
birth of Jesus is made—to a woman!
Even in Jesus’ genealogy in chapter
3, Luke writes that people thought
Jesus was the son of Joseph, but we,
the readers, know better. He is not

circumcision was revolutionary. The
covenant was now fully open not only
to males of other nations but to all
females.
Yes, Paul refers to circumcision of
the heart, but that’s a figure of speech,
not a literal operation (unlike physical
circumcision).
So, without belaboring this point,
the removal of circumcision as a requirement for full membership in the
ekklesia of God opened the way for
full participation by non-Jews and
women: full, complete, total—not partial—participation.
Which is why Paul can write in
Galatians 3:28 that all—males and
females, Jews and Greeks (Greek men
were not circumcised), freemen and
slaves (most of whom were uncircumcised)—were now one in Christ Jesus.
What are the implications?

The removal of circumcision as a requirement for full
membership opened the way for full participation by non-Jews
and women: full, complete, total—not partial—participation.
have children. Even Jacob’s favorite
wife, Rachel, had a problem for years.
Preserving lines of descent
Lineage in the OT is always
through the male. That this male-centeredness was so entrenched in OT
Israelite culture is evinced by social
customs such as the levirate: the
sometimes-compulsory marriage of a
widow to a brother of her deceased
husband for the sake of providing the
deceased male with progeny.
It is also shown by the quandary
Moses faced when Zelophehad died
sonless, although he had five daughters (Numbers 36), because the tribal
inheritance went with the male.

only the ultimate Son of God (verse
37), He is the son of Mary.
Earlier, in Luke 2, Jesus’ salvific
mission is confirmed not only by Simeon but by Anna. What is going on?
On another occasion Jesus speaks
to a Samaritan—which was bad enough!
—but she also happens to be a woman,
compounding His outrageous behavior.
He is also friends with Mary and
Martha, not just with Lazarus. Jesus
does not limit women or require them
to come to Him through a male intermediary.
Open covenant
Fast-forward to Acts 15. The official ratification of the elimination of

The implications are that women are
now full partners with men in the worship and service of God—not partial
partners, not secondary partners, but full
and equal partners, with all the rights
and privileges thereunto appertaining.
But what about Peter and Paul?
Some will ask: What about Paul’s
(and Peter’s) comments about women’s role?
Two things we should consider:
Paul and Peter develop their understanding as the years go by. So, for
instance, early on Paul thought the end
of this age would come during his lifetime. Later he realized it would come
after his death.

Don’t forget that the early church
was a product of the OT system.
It takes a while to shake off the traditions, beliefs and practices of a lifetime.
Some early Christians had difficulty
accepting the elimination of ritual circumcision, much less its implications.
We understand Paul had a Sitz im
Leben—after all, he was a 1st-century
Jew brought up in a particular culture
and at a particular time—as well as a
message that transcended his particular time and place.
So when we read, for instance,
Paul’s advice not to marry we explain
that he thought the end was nigh and
that perhaps he’d had a rough marriage, etc.
That Paul accepted certain cultural
norms (such as slavery—see Philemon—or the use of a “holy kiss” for
greeting—see Romans 16:16 and elsewhere) does not mean that such norms
were intended to be either permanent
or universal.
Women count, matter
So the elimination of circumcision
in the NT marked the beginning of the
end of male- and Jewish-centered
worship and the point from which
women and non-Jews and people of
low or despised status had full rights
within the Christian church.
Now they too could preach and
teach and take on any and every role
that in the old dispensation had been
open only to Israelite men.
Even in prophetic symbology women now play roles (see Revelation 12
and 17). Women now count. They
matter.
Being a woman in Christ no longer
means being assigned to a secondclass status. Females now meet and
match the mission of males.
This momentous revolution occurred 2,000 years ago. Isn’t it about
time we accepted it?

Women don’t want to assist men; they want to boss them
Continued from page 3

about women, in context.
“Not permitted to speak” means
just that. Read verse 37. Does this
woman think on this verse, which
speaks of the commandments of the
Lord? Notice:
“Let him [or her] acknowledge that
the things which I write to you are the
commandments of the Lord.”
Also read verse 35: “And if they
want to learn something, let them ask
their own husbands at home; for it is
shameful for women to speak in
church.”
Is that plain enough?
Phoebe double-talk
Paul didn’t double-talk concerning
Phoebe. There is no indication she had
any authority to preach or teach men
or to speak in church.
What is a minister? “She . . . ministered unto them” (Luke 4:39, KJV).
This was Peter’s mother-in-law. Did
she preach or teach Jesus Christ, who
had just healed her?
No. The word (No. 1247 in Strong’s)
indicates a person performing menial
duties, an aide, an attendant. But is
this too menial for women? It
shouldn’t be. After all, even Jesus
came to serve, not be served.
Women are not qualified
In THE JOURNAL’s interview with
Mrs. Engelbart she is quoted on page
5 as speaking about “women who are
qualified” to teach.
Women are not qualified, not one.
Doctors, lawyers, businesspeople are
also not qualified to teach. Just because people have abilities does not
make it right for them to teach.
It is not church authoritarianism but
God’s authority that does not permit
women to teach or speak or have
authority over men.
If this woman was not angling for a
preaching, teaching position, then

why did she say these things?
Two scriptures Mrs. Engelbart mentions—1 Timothy 2:12 and 1 Corinthians 14:34—have similar connotations concerning the silence of women.
See Strong’s Nos. 4601 and 2271.
Women need guidance
Here’s a related scripture: “And if
they want to learn something, let them
ask their own husbands at home” (1
Corinthians 14:35).
Another: “Nor was the man created
for the woman, but the woman for the
man” (1 Corinthians 11:9; see also
Genesis 2:21-23).
Man is in the image of God (1
Corinthians 11:7; 1 Peter 3:7). He
should live with his wife according to

(verse 23). She is busy and not lazy
(verses 27, 31).
Many women do not fear the Lord.
They try to exercise dominion over
their husbands and other men. They
want to be the boss.
Sarah was not in charge when
Abraham was away. His steward Eliezer of Damascus was (Genesis 15:2).
Sarah had charge only over her female
attendants.
Women grasp for superiority
Some women do not like the Word
of God. Some think it is old-fashioned
and should be modernized. In reality,
they don’t want to be subject to their
husbands so they divorce and demand
alimony and his property.

defile the reader. Ellen G. White and
Mary Baker Eddy are examples of
writers of words of defilement.
I have encountered the husbands of
such women. They are not what God
wants men to be. They curse or are
weak leaders.
Women are quick to speak, orally
and in print. But feminine expressions
do not lead the right way. They cause
the reader to compromise the Ten Commandments.
When boys live with their mothers,
without their fathers, they tend toward
homosexuality.
Is God a chauvinist?
Is the Father a male chauvinist? Did
He send the Daughter of God to save us?

Women need the guidance of men. Women cause
confusion. Their thought processes are not compatible
with orderly thoughts of righteousness.
knowledge, not according to emotions.
He is her instructor, not taskmaster.
He should strive for knowledge so
that he will know how to answer her
questions.
Two different things
What unrighteous women did in the
Old and New Testaments and what
they should have done were two different things.
Unrighteous women bossed menservants, but the righteous women
tended to their own duties (Proverbs
31:10, 15).
The “portion for her maidservants”
in Proverbs 31:15 refers to instructions, orders to the woman’s maidens,
her hired girl workers.
The husband is helped by his wife’s
efforts. She is not known in the gates
except by her husband extolling her

This world has forgotten God and
His ways. Lawmakers and judges are
at fault for siding with women. Ninety
percent of divorces are initiated by
women. In a right society, no woman
would be able to divorce.
Women don’t want to assist men.
They want to boss them. Since the creation of humans, women have tried to
order men around.
Today’s women want to write instructions for men and be superior to
them.
The masculine nature of the Bible
Instead, these women should ask
their husbands at home, not try to tell
them what to do.
Women should notice the masculine nature of the words in the Bible.
No woman wrote them.
Words of women, written or oral,

Jesus Christ chose no woman as an
apostle. He permitted no woman to write
a single line of the Holy Scriptures.
When the apostle Paul said it is not
permitted for a women to speak in the
church, that admonition applies to all
writings in all publications.
Where is the Epistle of Phoebe?
Where is the Epistle of Priscilla?
You have never seen a letter written
by a woman in the Bible, Old or New
Testament.
Putting women in charge to boss
men is an abominable stench. It was a
woman who first listened to the serpent and coaxed the man into sinning.
“As for My people, children are
their oppressors, and women rule over
them” (Isaiah 3:12).
Jesus Christ never chose a woman
to teach men. I challenge anyone to
disprove that statement.

What if women want to know
something?
If women want to know anything,
they are to ask their husbands at
home. They should not speak to their
husbands even during church services. Neither should women speak
to the pastor, unless they have no man
to ask.
There is no biblical authority for
women to teach men at all, neither by
voice or by pen.
Women are to be quiet! But will the
Church of God follow the world?
In Dallas–Fort Worth, Texas, a
Sabbath-keeping church has a woman
pastor. What an abomination! This
was reported in THE JOURNAL, issue
No. 144, May 3, 2011, page 40, farright-hand column [in “Notes and
Quotes”]. This was on the back page.
Crafty!
Adam was a wimp
Adam harked back to the voice of
Eve (Genesis 3:17).
Adam was the responsible one. He
should have knocked the fruit from
Eve’s hand and grabbed the serpent
by the tail and thrown it out of the
garden.
Today’s men need to be alert to
what their wives are doing and halt
any sin about to be committed.
It is evident that some higher-up
men are actually giving authority to
women over men. This is an abomination (1 Timothy 2:12-14).
Women need the guidance of men.
Women cause confusion (1 Corinthians 14:33-34, 37). Their thought
processes are not compatible with
orderly thoughts of righteousness.
They compromise with sin. They
think a little itsy-bitsy tiny sin doesn’t
hurt. Men should not hearken to the
voices of their wives.
By following the advice you have
just read in this article, you will avoid
much anguish, trouble and sin.
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Does it make good sense to take Paul literally in Romans 13?
Continued from page 3

thority, not only to avoid God’s punishment but also for the sake of your
conscience.”
Tacit support of evil
This is a license to do nothing in the
face of injustice. More than that, it is a
churchly sanction not only to do nothing but at minimum to give tacit support to evil.
If it had been taken seriously, there
would have been no American Revolution, no civil-rights movement, no
overthrow of dictatorships, no emancipation from slavery, no democracies. In short, no progress.
Adhere strictly to Paul’s advice
and we’d all still live in totalitarian
states, sanctified societies where the
church counsels its members to quietism: Sit down, shut up and do whatever you’re told.
The ideal society of Romans 13

would look a lot like Nazi Germany
or, given its provenance, the Roman
Empire.
And, yes, it was indeed a popular

the lethal concept of the “left hand of
God.” Truly this is a very, very long
way from the teachings of Jesus.
And we have Paul to thank for it.

found a voice and a prophetic stance
against the state made not only possible but acceptable and valued.
If for nothing else, one is moved to

No thinking person today could accept
the implications of Romans 13:1-5.
passage in Nazi Germany. Did you
have qualms of conscience about disappearing Jewish neighbors, conscription into the Wehrmacht, the euthanizing of the mentally unfit? Go read
Romans 13!
Away from Jesus’ teachings
From here we move out into the
nightmare nonsense of Augustine’s
two cities and Luther’s two kingdoms,

Anglo theologizing has—to briskly
stir the bucket—always been rubbish,
especially as influenced by that deviant variety of Reformation thought
known as Calvinism.
Yet it has been in the gray murk of
Anglo-Protestantism that slavish obsequiousness to the demands of the
state—the Pauline imperative in Romans 13—has been de-emphasized. It
has been here that nonconformism

say thank God for the Methodists.
Go figure.
Bitter fruit
Romans 13 seems uncontroversial at
first, but, read with the standard set of
assumptions (sadly, the most natural
reading), it brims with the potential for
the bitterest fruit of human oppression—authorized and enforced by God.
Paul is not talking about a liberal

democracy like Sweden or New Zealand. His point of reference is the iron
grip of Rome. What was Paul thinking
when he wrote: “The authorities don’t
frighten people who are doing the
right thing . . . Do what’s right, and
you will receive its approval”?
Did he not know that the empire
had executed Jesus? The irony is that,
according to legend at least, he too
was soon to be crushed under the boot
of “God’s servant.”
No thinking person today could
accept the implications of this passage.
There are other ways of reading the
five verses. Two I’ll expand on in later
posts. But, even if Paul (assuming
Paul did write them and they’re not an
interpolation) was talking about something other than the obvious, that
would not erase 2,000 years of damnable precedent.
Two thousand years and counting.

Selfless acts: Potlucks don’t cook themselves, Mrs. Engelbart
Continued from page 3

not THE JOURNAL’s usual style.)
That there is no “visible female
presence” in the United Church of God
(as Mrs. Engelbart asserts) suggests
that perhaps the women in her congregation are not doing anything at all.
Or maybe Mrs. Engelbart is ignoring the service the women have always provided to the Church (and
continue to provide, even in Grace
Communion International): service
that does not include violating the
scriptural edict that women should remain silent in services.
The letters in the New Testament do
not forbid women to exhort others in
the faith privately. In fact, from
Genesis to Revelation all of the
women of faith in the Bible have
“served” the Church in precisely that
manner.
Deborah’s judgment and
Esther’s exhortation
Read the account in Judges 4 (the
full chapter). Deborah stepped in only
after the head of her household proved
too weak to judge the Church himself
(Judges 4:8-10, 14).
When I was growing up in the
Church, deaconesses and ministers’
wives often wielded the same kind of
behind-the-scenes power-brokering
that Deborah exercised.
In some cases that wasn’t always
for the benefit of the Church and its
members, but it could hardly be said
that the ordained ministry’s wives had
no influence whatsoever!
Esther privately exhorted the king
to spare her people. (Read the whole
book of Esther. At any point does she
preach to the people or act as a high
priest[ess]?)
At no point, in any of the accounts
in the New Testament or Old, do we
read of a woman who preached in the
synagogues or led services or preached
to the Church as a body.
I take great exception to Mrs. En-

gelbart’s claim that there has never
been a “visible female presence” in
the Church.
Meals for thousands
Anyone who has eaten a single forkful of food from potlucks attended by
anywhere from 1,000 to 3,000 people—meals that were successfully
planned, organized and executed by the
tireless deaconesses and other female
members of the Church—cannot deny
the integral acts of service that women
in the Church have performed.
These selfless acts continue, even
though Mrs. Engelbart asserts that
they are not evidence of a “visible
female presence.”
‘Diakonos’ not gender-neutral
Further to Mrs. Engelbart’s inaccurate translation that diakonos is gender-neutral, I only ask: Why, then, is
the requirement for a diakonos of the
Church to “be the husband of one

their wives to address problems that
only women can deal with: exhorting
the younger women (whether younger
in age or spiritual maturity) and serving the physical needs of the Church.
A multitude of ways to serve
The women of the Church have
been the pianists, YES (Youth Educational Services) teachers, YOU (Youth
Opportunities United) chaperones,
potluck organizers, cooks, servers,
dishwashers, special-music performers and choir members and filled a
plethora of other roles without which
the Church would surely have ground
to a screeching halt.
They have organized women’s
lunches and teas and prayer groups.
They have served as mothers’-room
attendants and child-minders for overburdened mothers or fathers who were
alone at services with their very young
children.
They were the driving forces be-

was not limited by anything—any
object, place or person—in any way.
To suggest that He was limited at all is
the basest of the gross heresies that
have percolated throughout the splinter groups.
Censored by the Romans?
Mrs. Engelbart compounds her
error of adding to the Bible by claiming (with absolutely zero scriptural
support) that Paul’s letters from prison
were “censored by the Roman authorities.” Scriptural basis for this, please?
Oh, right, there is none.
She also questions why Jesus did
not address slavery. But why would
He? That was not the purpose of the
31⁄2 years of His ministry on earth. It
took the Religious Society of Friends
almost 300 years to address slavery.
I would also point out that many of
the letters in the New Testament have
1st-century Christians—Church leaders and Church members—referring

I would respectfully ask Mrs. Engelbart just what
it is she thinks the women in the Church have been
doing if not serving God and His Church.
wife”? (1 Timothy 3:12).
(I noticed that Dixon, while questioning Mrs. Engelbart during his
interview with her, missed this one
also when he said that ministers’
wives and deaconesses are never mentioned in the Bible.)
That a minister should be married
was a requirement in the Church for
very good reasons, not just because
the pastor and his wife were modeling
a godly family relationship for the
congregation, but because one man
alone could not handle even as small a
congregation as 300.
One team of men could barely handle a congregation that size without
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hind social-planning committees and
talent competitions.
All of this was often in addition to
raising up their own children and maintaining their own homes and, in some
cases, holding down a job outside the
home. (Increasingly this was so as the
recession of the 1980s hit even faithful
tithe-payers particularly hard.)
If that isn’t being a servant of the
Church, then I would respectfully ask
Mrs. Engelbart just what it is she
thinks the women in the Church have
been doing if not serving God and His
Church.
Unconscionable blasphemy
My next point concerns the unconscionable blasphemy of saying that
Jesus (the first-begotten Son of the
Most High God, the Savior of all of
humanity that has ever lived, fully
God and fully man) was limited.
I refer to Mrs. Engelbart’s careless
assumption, based on a false and evil
doctrine, that Jesus was limited by
“the way society was.”
The heresy speaks for itself. Jesus

to themselves as “bondservants” or
“slaves” of the Almighty God. Slavery
was more a form of indentured servitude than the slavery we know of from
more-recent colonial times.
Mrs. Engelbart saying that the Jewish authorities “would have done the
same thing to Jesus as they did to
Paul” when Paul was brought before
the Sanhedrin is adding something to
the text that just does not, did not and
will never exist.
However, I acknowledge that her
explanation of Ephesians 5:23 (about
the husband being head of the wife as
Christ is the head of His body) is spoton to what the Church used to teach.
Junia and Phoebe not apostles
Further to the New Testament crux
of Mrs. Engelbart’s argument, Junia
and Phoebe were not apostles, nor
were they ministers. Nowhere in the
text, either in translation or the original, does it say this.
Who are the apostles who give sermons in the 2nd and 7th chapters of
Acts? Peter and Stephen. In fact,
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nowhere in the Bible is there an example of a woman preaching or in any
way acting as though she has headship
over the Church or any of its members.
Only One has Church headship
Some of the splinter groups tend to
miss the point that men don’t have
headship over the Church either. Only
One has headship of the Church:
Christ Jesus, who also has headship
over the physical leader of the Church.
(As for the current state of the True
Church, Jesus is still the Head of our
Church. Whether the current leader of
GCI is a doer of Christ’s instructions is
between said leader and his own god.)
GCI meets her requirements
Finally, if Mrs. Engelbart and her
daughter are so unfulfilled in their
lives that they just cannot do without
preaching, might I recommend the
True Church, Grace Communion International? (This is the name the
WCG has been known as, in North
America only, since 2008.)
Regardless of the “denominational
leadership” in the United States, we in
GCI are still the Church of God in
spirit, as per the dual prophecy of 1
Kings 19:18 and Romans 11:4.
Attended for a year now
I have attended services with the
Church for a year now, and I can verify that it unfortunately meets all of
Mrs. Engelbart’s requirements. It lets
women speak in services. (Most congregations still meet on Sundays,
though Sabbath-keeping is no longer
disallowed, and members are free,
once again, to keep both the weekly
Sabbath and the annual sabbaths.)
Women give opening and closing
prayers. They do “readings” (an unordained member stands up at the pulpit
and stumbles, often badly, through a
set passage of Scripture with no
rhyme, reason or edification for the
congregation).
Women also stand up in services
and read worldly articles from popculture and professing-Christian magazines and books.
Letting our lives preach
Fortunately, the members of the
Church (and even a significant number of its ministers) are no longer unwelcoming or openly hostile to those
of us who continue to keep the Commandments of God—those of us who
maintain the right attitude, that is.
Not judging others and being forgiving of those who trespass against
us are key points, as are maintaining
one’s own faith and discernment and
letting our lives preach.
In the end this always has been
and will be the most effective servantship that we as women have
provided and can and will provide to
the Church of God.
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U.S. Feast odyssey includes visit to Mr. Armstrong’s grave
Continued from page 1

the U.S. will allow us to see you again,
please let us know when and where is
good for you. May God bless you
throughout your time here and grant
you a safe return home.”
Related to the Duggers
On Oct. 27 John wrote again:
“Lois’s grandparents were Andrew
Nugent and Effie Carpenter Dugger.
They had four children, Andrew, Orabelle, Naomi and Mary. You took a
picture of [their picture]. The original
was taken in 1947. There is also a picture of Effie playing the violin. And
another picture of young Andrew with
his brother Alex and a dog. You have
a picture of Andrew and Effie in the
history document you gave me.
“Andrew’s parents were Andrew
Ferguson and Virginia Belle Miller
Dugger. There are separate pictures of
them. Virginia’s parents were Nathan
and Sarah Miller.
“Andrew F. Dugger’s parents were
James and Mary Margaret Schaeffer
Dugger . . .
“If you took copies of Effie’s side
of the family, there is a picture of the
Carpenter family. And of her mother’s
Grimm family . . .
“The chair was made by Andrew N.
Dugger’s father, Andrew F. Dugger.
He made it for his retarded daughter
who died in her teens.”
The pictures he refers to are at
friendsofsabbath.org/cog7.htm.
Radio Church of God and Herbert
Armstrong historical sites
I brought with me to America a list
of sites associated with Herbert Armstrong and the old Radio Church of
God. That afternoon Monte kindly
drove me to try to find these sites such
as where HWA was baptized and the
Portland, Ore., library where HWA
spent so much time. (These are at
friendsofsabbath.org/Trail/trail.htm.)
Then I departed for Eugene, Ore.,
having decided to hire a car instead of
borrowing one that was offered.
I slept overnight in Eugene and the
next day tried to find these important
historical sites. Some I found but others I couldn’t.
I took photographs of those that I did
find such as 4th Avenue (where the
Armstrongs lived), 8th Avenue (where
the first church building was located),
what is now the Amtrak station (where
many broadcasts were recorded), the
Hult building (the site of the first home
office), Royal Street (where Firbutte
Hall is supposed to be located but I
could not find it), the Odd Fellows
building, which had a room HWA operated out of, and the KORE radio station
that broadcast HWA’s programs.
Exchanging gifts
I then drove from Eugene to the
United Church of God’s Feast site in
the Redmond-Bend, Ore., area. The
countryside was magnificent and all
that I imagined it to be.
At the Feast, Pastor Larry Walker,
Feast coordinator, and I exchanged
gifts. He gave me a picture frame he had
made for me from rough-cut cedar that
was part of the wall of the meeting room
at Belknap Springs, Ore., when the
Feast was kept there during the 1930s.
I shall find something appropriate
for it to frame, perhaps a picture of the
Jeans Schoolhouse building.
Mr. Walker and I have been in communication since 1995 and met in
Sydney in 1996.
Giving and sharing
While at the Feast I met Shirley
Nickels, wife of the deceased Richard
Nickels, for the second time ever.
Richard and I had been in contact
since 1976 or 1977. We met only once
but spent a lot of time on the phone
and exchanged hundreds of E-mails.
Richard’s Web site is still online at
giveshare.org, and a public presentation
I made honoring him and his research
may be downloaded from friendsofsabbath.org.

Will keep in touch
At the Feast I stayed with Mike
Lewis and Tim Jorgensen, who are
mighty fine Christian men. We enjoyed
some good biblical conversations.
For me a Feast of Tabernacles is
spiritual, not a holiday, so I have said
for so many years that we should have
voluntary Bible studies on each of the
days between holy days during the
Feast. We did have one lecture, which
I enjoyed.
I did visit the fascinating High Desert Museum (highdesertmuseum.org),
Mount Bachelor and surrounds (en.

on board the craft for a fee. I gratefully took up this opportunity.
We touched down in L.A. and
drove a lovely Dodge to the house I
was staying in. From the time of
touchdown to entering the home took
31⁄2 hours (but actual driving probably
took about 90 minutes; the peak-hour
traffic in L.A. seems not to be as bad
as Sydney’s; the population of L.A. is
at least three times Sydney’s, but they
have 10 times the freeways). The entire trip from Bend-Redmond to the
house took 11 hours.
I am grateful to the UCG minister
who arranged the accommodation and

TABERNACLING ACROSS
AMERICA—Craig White took
many photos during his 2011
Feast of Tabernacles trip to
America. Here are three of
them. Above left: John and
Lois Lemley. Above: The gravestone of Herbert W. Armstrong
with Mr. White in the background. Left: Radio station
KORE, Eugene, Ore. [Photos by
Craig White and Duane Abler]

wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Bachelor)
and Warm Springs Indian Museum
(museumatwarmsprings.org).
Post-Feast E-mails
After the Feast I received some
lovely E-mails from attendees. From
Mike:
“Glad it worked out and you got
what sounds like a grand tour of the
[Ambassador College] campus. Thank
you so much for coming to the States.
You added so much to many others
here in Bend . . . It added to Tim’s and
my Feast as well . . . My mom saw
your Origins of Nations in my home
the other day and started to read it and
really liked it.”
The planet’s other side
From Jeanette:
“. . . Meeting you was one of the
high points of the Feast. Just getting to
know a personality with a name is
nice. I had other high points, such as
the talent show and fellowshipping
with special friends . . .

to the members who let me stay there.
The next day (the Sabbath) I attended with the UCG and had a great time
meeting and chatting with many fine
folk, some of whom had worked at the
WCG’s HQ for many years.
Lost-tribes inspiration
I met Dr. David Lewis after so
many years. He was in Australia for
the 1998 lost-tribes seminar I organized, so it was a highlight meeting up
and enjoying dinner together and sharing notes and other information.
I was honored by his statement that
my work has inspired his new newsletter on the “lost” tribes of Israel.
The next day I visited Hollywood,
Beverly Hills, Westfield Century City
Mall and Santa Monica.
That night I dined with John
Garms, who worked at Ambassador
College for 33 years.
On Monday I visited the Barnes &
Noble bookshop in Old Pasadena;
Archive Bookstore in Pasadena (which
Dr. Hoeh used to frequent; see pho-

checked the database and informed
me that I had the last one.
The Archive Bookshop
That Monday night I enjoyed dinner with Harry Curley, who was recommended to me by Fred Coulter
(Christian Biblical Church of God).
Harry recalled only good things about
Dr. Hoeh, Peter Nathan, etc. It was
really a good chat.
Visit to Ambassador College site
On Tuesday I met up with Duane
Abler of the Church of God an International Community. Peter Nathan
and Robert Boraker had arranged for
Duane to show me the old Ambassador College campus.
I had never met him but remembered him from Feast films. He was
also involved in the TV department,
filming HWA’s funeral, etc.
Duane showed me around the campus and commented on the various
buildings and his wonderful experiences at the college. I wish I could
have recorded the entire proceedings.
I took extensive photos of the campus including, of course, the exterior
of the famous Ambassador Auditorium, which was locked. (See www.
friendsofsabbath.org.)
Friendly general manager
We decided to take one last walk
past the Auditorium before leaving
and noticed a man entering a side
door. We wondered if he would let us
in to see it. He saw us but then went
inside and closed the door.
I said a very quick prayer asking
God to allow us in if it was His will.
As Duane and I walked toward the
door the man popped outside and
waited for us and we walked toward
him, introducing ourselves and asking
if we could have a look around.
Duane explained his extensive time
at AC and that I was a visitor from
Australia and that we would love to
have a look around inside.
The man, Doug Huse, introduced
himself as the general manager for the
site (he is mentioned at theambassadorauditorium.org/protectambassador.html) and said we could have a
look around unsupervised.
Duane knows the building intimately and showed me all around and
I took many photographs. I took photos of everything except the downstairs area (mothers’ room, change
rooms, etc.) because my battery ran out.
Some photos are of buildings to be
torn down so it is important that we
keep a historical record of these.
HWA’s first building purchase
I also photographed the first building in Pasadena that HWA purchased,
which became the library. If anyone

Herman Hoeh’s grave site was difficult to find
and I almost gave up but said a little prayer and
Duane Abler found it a minute or so later.
“I hadn’t written you much in the
past about Portland because I didn’t
think that you would be all that interested, being on the other side of the planet,
and Portland is only one little spot in the
world in the scheme of things.
“But it was one of the first three
churches that HWA set up. I originally
came from the Midwest of the U.S.A.,
but I consider Oregon my permanent
home, so I am interested in the history
of the church right here.
“Most of the ‘living books’ are now
dead who started out in Eugene in the
early ’30’s. Any who were alive then
were children, and they don’t remember a lot, but enough to get tidbits here
and there.
“If you ever want to make up a
sheet of questions for me to ask others,
I can do that for you.”
Spending time in L.A.
I flew to L.A. via Alaska Airlines,
which enables one to use the Internet

tographs at originofnations.org/HL_
Hoeh/dr_herman_l_hoeh_collection.
htm); Fuller Seminary bookstore and
cafe in Pasadena; and finally the
Huntington Library & Botanical Gardens in San Marino (huntington.org).
Prophecies of Daniel
I was preparing to leave the Archive Bookstore and said a quick
prayer and asked if there might be any
book in it that might assist with my
researches. Oddly enough, lo, I leaned
over to pick a book out of a bookcase
and it was The Prophecies of Daniel
by Louis Talbot.
Mr. Talbot is the man Dr. Hoeh
used to listen to in the 1940s on the
radio (I assume that he also read the
Talbot books). I refer to Mr. Talbot in
my article on Dr. Hoeh. Coincidence
or answered prayer?
The book cost only $5. When I
asked at the counter if there were any
other books by Louis Talbot, they

has a map or plan of the AC grounds,
please send it to me.
On the way out we chatted with the
general manager, who revealed that he
has the file with the entire history of
AC performances. He graciously—
and unexpectedly—gave me an old
AC brochure that I shall scan and post
to friendsofsabbath.org/ABC.htm.
He also revealed, before we left,
that “something told me to let you into
the building.” We thanked him for his
kindness.
Thought about attending AC
I was urged to attend AC by several ministers including John White
(South Africa, no relative), David
House (England), Ken McLeod and
Ken Lewis (Australia) and, I think,
John Comino (Australia).
I did consider attending, but I did
not consider myself a ministerial sort
of person and that AC would not completely cater to my interests.

Duane also showed me where the
old Imperial School, media office,
etc., had been (now demolished and
replaced with new structures).
Herbert Armstrong grave site
Then we headed to the Mountain
View Cemetery in Altadena to view
HWA’s grave, next to Loma (his wife),
Dick (his son) and Eva Wright Armstrong (his mother).
Richard Sedliacik’s grave (he was
the managing editor of the Ambassador College Correspondence Course
for many years and, I believe, a member of the Living Church of God more
recently) is next to theirs, and I believe
Robin Hulme’s is nearby too.
You can see the photographs together with a map of how to find the
grave site at friendsofsabbath.org.
At Dr. Hoeh’s grave
Next we tried to find Herman Hoeh’s
grave. We went to the cemetery office
and were given directions by the lady
in charge but could not find it. So we
went back to the office and the lady
rechecked and assured us that the
grave was indeed in the sector she had
previously advised.
Still, it was difficult to find and I
almost gave up but said a little prayer
and Duane found it a minute or so later.
By the way, Duane had very good
reports about HWA and Herman Hoeh,
unlike some who never knew them.
What a wonderful day and what a great
guy. Thank you very much, Duane.
The following day (Wednesday) I
went to the Ronald Reagan Library
and spent two hours there. It was one
of the highlights of my life. I doubt we
will ever see another president like
him. See reaganfoundation.org.
I drove back to the grave site and
took several more photos of Dr.
Hoeh’s grave site and surrounding
areas (which are close to the entrance)
to make it easier to find for those who
would like to visit the site out of respect. Photographs are at origin
ofnations.org/HL_Hoeh/dr_herman_
l_hoeh_collection.htm.
Kindred interests
This reminds me that many years
ago when I was living in Portsmouth,
England, and attending the Southampton Worldwide Church of God, I
got to know a member who attended
AC and who knew Dr. Hoeh.
I recall him saying to me that “Dr.
Hoeh would love to tutor someone
like you” and was going to recommend me.
Strangely, that was said by another
person years later, but I just didn’t
think AC was for me. However, Herman Hoeh and I did communicate by
letter and via telephone. Kindred
interests, as they say.
Finding the HWA site was more
difficult for me without Duane, so I
went back to the office for directions.
Wrapping up
As I was walking to the office, the
same lady who helped us find the Hoeh
site the previous day happened to be
driving by and politely asked me if I
was still trying to find the Hoeh site.
I explained that we had found it but
I was now seeking the Herbert Armstrong site. She said to follow her
because she knew just where to go.
I followed her in my car and took
more photos of the graves and surroundings. It was a sunny day so the
photos were excellent and it was easier
to clean the grass off the gravestones.
I then started driving to find the exit
and saw her outside of her vehicle,
checking on graves. I waved to her to
indicate my gratitude and she waved
back.
So the entire trip was eventful and
spiritual and little prayers were answered. I trust everyone had wonderful Feast experiences too. America, I
am coming back!
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Ask, seek, knock. The door will open
By Darlene Warren
IG SANDY, Texas—“Ask and it
will be given to you; seek and you
will find; knock and the door will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks
receives; he who seeks finds; and to him
who knocks, the door will be opened.
“Which of you, if his son asks for bread,
will give him a stone? Or if he asks for a
fish, will give him a snake?
“If you, then, though you are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children,
how much more will your Father in heaven give good gifts to those who ask Him.
“So in everything, do to others what you
would have them do to you, for this sums
up the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew
7:7-12).
God, can You hear me?
I’ve spent a lot of time thinking about
these scriptures lately and trying to figure
out just how literally I should take them.
Sometimes when I ask God for things it
seems like the things I pray for the hardest
are mostly ignored.
Why is that? This is a promise of God,
right? That He would answer prayer.

B

I’m aware of the scripture in the book of
James that says, “You ask and do not
receive, because you ask amiss, that you
may spend it on your pleasures.”
What? God doesn’t want us to be
happy? I thought God wanted us to be
happy. Happy is a good thing.
What are good gifts?
My next thought was
maybe I don’t know how to
give good gifts to my children, therefore I don’t understand what the asking and giving
thing is all about.
Exactly what are good gifts? To a
starving person a good gift would be food
and water. To a drowning person a good
gift would be solid ground. To a person
in mourning, a good gift is a friend by
your side.
Then it dawned on me. The part of the
Scripture passage we glaze over is “Do to
others what you would have them do to
you.”
True friends
Does God expect us to beg and plead?
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There is that parable about the widow and
the unjust judge. Is that what it takes to get
God’s attention?
I don’t think so. Scripture tells us that He
knows every sparrow that falls. He knows
our needs even before we do. If
and when the time is right, God
will answer our prayer.
In the meantime, I believe He sends us in the
form of friends what we
need to keep us from
drowning in our discouragement.
True friends will
be there in our darkest hour if we let
them, just as we
should be for them in
their time of need. They are
that “good gift” given from heaven. Laying
down your life for a friend is the greatest
love there is.
Every good gift
Through my wanderings in the Scriptures I’ve come to believe that it isn’t that
God doesn’t want to answer our prayers, or

916-233-0562

that He’s ignoring us, because there have
been countless times when He has intervened and saved us from certain harm and
even near death. He has given us every
good gift we have.
But as humans we tend to focus on the
door that God hasn’t opened. Maybe it
hasn’t opened because the timing isn’t
right. None of us wants to hear that. We
want our prayers answered now. We want a
miracle. A year from now may be too late.
Oh, really? Maybe a year is exactly what
we need. We can’t know, but God does.
That’s where persistence comes in.
I don’t like to look at it as begging and
pleading because as children of God I like
to think He wants to give us good gifts
because He loves us, not because we’re
bothering Him.
These are just a few of my thoughts on
the subject of what is generally referred to
as “unanswered prayer.”
Comments invited
If readers of my column have thoughts on
this subject, I’d like to hear them. Write
rdladnier@aol.com or Darlene Warren,
2150 Catalpa Rd., Big Sandy, Texas 75755.

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Churches Won’t Merge! Oh, Really?

R

ecently The Journal carried an
article about the leaders of two
major divisions of the Churches
of God getting together socially, but
there was no pretense of their leadership
working as a team. So who do they think
the Head of their church is? Who are
they working for?
Is Christ divided? “For Christ sent me not
to baptize, but to preach the gospel” (I Cor
1:17a). Paul was focused on preaching the
gospel, the good news of the kingdom of
God, not to gather a following to himself.
What does organizational structure of the
legal corporate church have to do with the
congregation of Jesus Christ where He is
the Head of all believers? “But I would have
you know, that the head of every man is Christ;
and the head of the woman is the man; and the
head of Christ is God”(I Cor 11:3).
The problem is that these organizations don’t think Messiah’s sheep will recognize His voice, so they must protect
the sheep in their particular fold from
those in some other similar fold. They
think they need to feed the congregation
their particular brand of the gospel that
includes additional distinctives besides
love your Creator and love your neighbor.
Without these distinctives they claim the
congregation risks losing salvation. In
some cases they think they need to feed

them only what they are already familiar
with. If something new is served, some
sheep might not be able to deal with it
and wonder off confused.
Indeed it is this control that makes the
sheep incapable of recognizing the real
voice of the Master. All the divisions
within the Churches of God are witness
to the fact that the congregations accept
divisions as normal. They don’t expect
their leadership to work together with
other groups who respect the Ten Commandments. In spite of the clear message
of the Master in scripture, they don’t recognize divisions as a problem. In fact this
is evidence of a fundamental problem.
“. . . How they told you that there would be
mockers in the last time who would walk
according to their own ungodly lusts. These are
sensual persons, who cause divisions, not having the Spirit” (Jude 18-19).
The leaders in these divisions are promoting themselves, not their Creator.
They make themselves the place to go for
truth, not the instruction of their Creator.
If they feed them their version they can
understand. Never mind that in the
process the sheep will never learn to
resolve scriptural questions on their own.
So the leadership perpetuates dependence
on themselves, not Messiah or His word.

Our Creator is evidently incapable of
saying what He meant. He tells us the
Law was added because of transgressions
(Gal 3:19), but certainly He means just
the sacrifices were added. He tells us the
Law was received under the Levitical
priesthood (Heb 7:11). Surely this means
under Moses since the Levitical priesthood didn’t exist until months after
Exodus 20. He tells us Moses sprinkled
the tabernacle and utensils when confirming the Old Covenant (Heb 9:21).
Never mind that the tabernacle and
utensils didn’t exist as of Exodus 20.
In fact, either the leaders that promote these divisions will relinquish their
grip on the congregation and be grateful
for whatever the real Head of His congregation provides or they will find
themselves spewed out of His protection. The amalgamation of believers who
look beyond men to Messiah directly is
in process. It is just a matter of time.
Everyone will look to Messiah for their
support, not the membership or leadership of their particular congregation or
they will not be in Messiah’s congregation. It’s a question of whether or not
these groups will be part of the solution
or part of the problem.
All blame does not rest on the leader-

ship. It is much easier for the congregation if they can trust some man to tell
them his version of what God expects
than it is to carefully examine His word
themselves. The congregation has become complacent and content with the
status quo. They feel in need of nothing.
Learn to recognize the voice of the
Master. Believe what He says. “If you will
enter into life, keep the commandments” (Mat
19:17). Salvation doesn’t depend on following the right man, but on humbly
serving the purpose of the Father (Mat
7:21). It is not the corporate form of governance that is important, but the mentality of those who administer it. Those
who seek to “protect” their own flock
from others who teach the commandments are seeking some purpose other
than pointing the flock to Christ.
Don’t depend on someone ordained
of men or on those who appoint themselves. Believe the instruction of the
Creator. Those who support divisions
don’t understand the mind of God. Don’t
let them stand in the way. Understanding
the statements in Galatians and Hebrews
mentioned above comes from understanding the Creator’s covenant, the Law
of God. Those who perpetuate divisions
don’t get it.
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What’s the Bottom Line?
that you are not keeping the same dates that
efore I get into what I wanted to say, I
Christ and the apostles did. Contrary to what
think I need to give you some more
your minister may tell you, the postponements
information about me. I started these
were not in effect during the Second Temple
ads because I felt I needed to publish
Period. The 19-year time cycle of intercalation
what I had found about the calendar.
was not in effect
And from there it seemed observations
during the Secmight be good to put out there.
As I have said many times, I am just
ond Temple Pea lay member. I have not been to Amriod.
bassador. I didn’t even finish Spokesman
What I just said
is easily provable.
Club. (Not for lack of trying; it just
seemed to always fizzle out before I
There is no discould get through.) And, judging from
pute from any
response, I don’t know how many
current Jewish aupeople really care very much what I have
thority that I am
to say.
wrong. None. The
leadership of the
When I started these I wanted them to
be taken for what they said, instead of
church has known
for years that they
people looking at my credentials.
are keeping a calI have since come to believe I was probendar that was
ably wrong about that decision, but, as
modified between the years of 300 and 1100 AD.
they say, hindsight is 20-20. My name is Bill
Mr. Frank Nelte has documented this quite
Hawkins. I have been associated with the church
well. You can access Mr. Nelte’s article about
since my first Feast in 1963 at Big Sandy, when I
this at http://www.franknelte.net/ under the
was nine years old. I do not claim to be a sinless
person. I have had made more than my share of
tab ‘Calendar’ and the page ‘The 1969 Calenmistakes, but thankfully I believe God is still willdar Letter.’
The bottom line is this: If you are more intering to work with me.
OK, on to the meat of things. I have been harpested in maintaining unity with other members
ing on the calendar for years now. I know that
and the majority of the ministers, then you need
there are plenty of people that feel, “Hey, if it
to keep the current calendar as published by
them. Just remember that you will also need to
ain’t broke, don’t fix it!” They see no reason to
change something that has been accepted by the
stay in step with whatever they tell you to do.
church for over 70
Whether it’s in line
years.
with what God says
If
you
are
more
interested
in
maintaining
I have had this disin His Bible, OR NOT.
unity
with
other
members
and
the
majority
If you value ‘unity’
cussion with many
of
the
ministers,
then
you
need
to
keep
the
with anyone above
people and the end
current
calendar
as
published
by
them.
what God says, YOU
result is almost always, “Well, the JewMUST REALIZE YOU ARE
ish calendar proFOLLOWING A MAN. If
you think this way, if you want to think that
motes harmony and cohesion. Everyone in the
you are following what HWA said, if you want
different churches all recognize it and keep the
to think you are following your minister,
same days, so it must be good. After all, HWA
you cannot condemn any other person for folused to preach that unity was a key part of the
lowing their idea of what their church says is
church.”
right. Whether that be Methodists, Baptists,
I usually hear that after I have logically showed
Catholics, Mormons, Jehovah Witnesses, or even
them that the Jewish calendar is not what they
members of another Church of God. You conthink it is.
demn them for not proving their beliefs match
So how does that impact you? If you are happy
God’s word.
with your current calendar, you will stay with it.
Yet you do the same thing.
And I wish you all the best. But you must know
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Connections runs classifieds

C

runs classifieds:
help wanted, for sale, pen
pals, prayer requests and
more. Send ads (including prayer
requests and obituaries) to CONNECTIONS (see the address and more
information in the box elsewhere in
CONNECTIONS). You may also send
prayer requests to Rosy Halley at
24 Jumilla Ln., Hot Springs Village, Ark. 71909, U.S.A., telephone
ONNECTIONS

(501) 915-8843. Her E-mail addresses are prayerlines@sdcog.
org and prayerlines@earthlink.net.
As space is available, requests to
Mrs. Halley will also be printed in
CONNECTIONS each month.
When submitting prayer requests
on behalf of others (whether you
send them directly to CONNECTIONS
or to Mrs. Halley), please do so
with their permission.

Resources

Resources

Put excitement back into your Bible studies. (Free
instructions on how to do a concordance Bible Study
with friendly, knowledgeable people.) Write to Paul
Robinson, 10 Jackson St., Umatilla, OR 97882. Or
E-mail wildriverflowers@yahoo.com.

Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.com; articles: http://23jan.spaces.live.com.

The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 8819, Modesto,
CA 95357, ezekielwatchman.org, (209) 772-0737 or
(209) 524-1304.

Henk Jens, P.O. Box 121, Belmore, N.S.W. 2192,
Australia. www.rightly-dividing.net.

South Texas Church of God Feast site at Drifters
Resort, Rockport, Texas. Contact Terry A. Post, P.O.
Box 1089, La Vernia, TX 78121, (210) 392-4891, terrypost@aireplastics.com.
Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath, 11 a.m.
Pacific, 1 p.m. central, 2 p.m. eastern, (916) 2330562, www.godward.org.
Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002, South
Pasadena, CA 91030.
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ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.
Tulsa Women’s Conference, June 8-10, 2012. Tulsa
Church of God/Church of God International. Nancy
White, (903) 636-4756, Nancy@dynamicchristianministries.org or Renée Steel (918) 809-5580,
www.tulsachurchofgod.net. Tulsa Church of God,
14509 East Marshall St., Tulsa, OK 74116.
Building Bridges Not Walls, www.Reconciliation
Group.org.
The Church of God is not prepared, www.
ChildrenofGod.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little Rock, AR
72260.

Few of us have taken a closer look at the
Scriptures to see what it really says about
tithing. Honestly, where does the Bible say, or
even hint, that we are to tithe on the money we
earn? What truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have been as badly misrepresented as the
doctrine of tithing. If you now tithe on money, on
your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and
your family to get the facts. Read this detailed
study of tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!
It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

To order these books write:

ICY

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455

Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood,
AZ 86326.

Obituaries
Ruth Marinda Isom, 83, of Clinton, Ark., passed
away April 11, 2012. She was born Oct. 28, 1928,
at Clinton to the late Arthur and Jessie Goldman
Kirkendoll. She was preceded in death by her husband,
Louis, and brother Howard
Kirkendoll. Survivors include
daughters Linda Cartwright
(married to Dixon), Big Sandy,
Texas; Lou Ann McKay (married to Bob), Chatsworth, Ga.;
and Rita Mahan (married to
Carl), Clinton; son Bill Isom
(married to Stacy), Clinton;
six grandchildren; two stepgrandchildren; four greatgrandchildren; six step-greatRuth Isom
grandchildren; three stepgreat-great-grandchildren;
three sisters; one brother; and many other relatives
and friends. The funeral was April 14 at RollerMcNutt Funeral Home in Clinton. Burial was at Pee
Dee Cemetery, near Clinton.

Obituaries
James Edward “Ed” Mitchell, 72, died Dec. 21,
2011, at Golden Living Center in Tupelo, Miss., after
a six-month bout with cancer. He was born Jan. 21,
1939, in Belmont, La., to
Ora Arester and Nina Lois
Jones Mitchell. He was the
oldest of nine children. Ed
was an active member of
the Sabbath-keeping Church
of God since 1953 and an
ordained minister for 35
years. He enjoyed gardening and was devoted to his
family. He was a retired roofing contractor. Ed is survived by his wife of 53 years,
Margaret; two sons, Nathan
Ed Mitchell
Edward Mitchell of Guntown
and Stephen Joseph Mitchell of Knoxville, Tenn.; four sisters, Elaine Townsend, Gracie Miller, Barbara Lingle and Sandy
Daniels; two brothers, Floyd Mitchell and Wayne
Mitchell; and four grandchildren, Cameron, Robyn,
Kaitlyn and Carson. He was preceded in death by
his parents; a sister, Virginia Davison; and a brother, Olin Mitchell. Warren Zehrung of Little Rock,
Ark., officiated at the funeral, and Dave Havir of Big
Sandy, Texas, said some kind words.

Church of God Big Sandy, www.churchofgodbigsandy.com.
The 120 Year End-Time Prophecy! Triumph
Prophetic Ministries, P.O. Box 842, Omak, WA
98841, www.triumphpro.com, triumphpro.org, triumphpro.info.
Carl Falzone, www.cgministry-inchrist.org.
Radio4Living.com, whatnextmedia.com.

Free Bible Study Booklets
Send your name and address to receive a list of free booklets covering
various biblical subjects. No group to join. No request for donations. Privacy
guaranteed.
Ministry Publications • P.O. Box 715 • Cottonwood, AZ 86326 USA

Personals
Widower, retired teacher, conservative, fit, longtime
COG member, seeks single COG lady 50-62 for
long-term relationship. Friendship first. Write Gordon
Winkelman, 9571 E. 5th St., Tucson, AZ 85748.
Pictures please.

Free/trade
Free: About 20 copies of the Ambassador College
yearbook, The Envoy, from the 1970s through the
1990s. I’m giving them away, but you will need to pay
postage. Mrs. Clyde Mottin, 514 Milan Ave.,
Ravenna, NE 68869. Phone (308) 452-3340.

For sale
Worldwide Church of God items from Pasadena in
the mid-1970s to the mid-1990s. http://wcg-emporium.webs.com.

Prayer requests
Kevin Armstrong of the Hot Springs, Ark., area was
injured in a motorcycle accident that removed all the
skin from his back. He is in great pain with a long
recovery pending. Prayers are appreciated.

Why do you
tithe on money?

Resources
Zwbrt89, P.O. Box 80338, No. 6833, Chicago, IL

Kate Durden, a second-grader in Longview, Texas,
is hospitalized with severe headaches. Tests show
two infections, one critical. Please pray for her complete recovery.
James and Laura Moran, of Tyler, Texas, need
prayers. She for immune system issues, and he for
colon cancer.

Please let THE JOURNAL know when you move
Write P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.,
or send an E-mail to info@thejournal.org.

radio4living.com
Preaching a message of warning and hope to the nations.
radio4living includes . . .
What Next broadcast • Letter from London • Making Sense of Life •
Creation v Evolution • Your Questions Answered • Weekly News Review •
Programming changes and updated each week.
Radio4living is also streamed throughout the United States
via the Mobile Broadcast Network.
Web site: whatnextmedia.com • Email: whatnext@pobox.com
Regular mail to BCM What Next (Attn: John A. Jewell), London, WD1N 3XX, England
Listeners and readers in the United States write to:
PO Box 30332, Little Rock, AR 72260
Tell your friends about radio4living, the 24/7 radio station
on the Internet serving the Church of God

Tim Moran, 51, of California, prostate cancer.
Daniel Peavy, 113 Brighton Ct., Dothan, AL 36305,
Parkinson’s Disease.
Lisa Peterson of Tulsa, Okla., leukemia.

Obituaries
Walter Winston Baucum, 73, died Feb. 11, 2012, at
Bennett Hills Care and Rehabilitation Center in
Gooding, Idaho, after a courageous battle with cancer. Walter was born Dec. 26, 1938, in Poplarville,
Miss., the son of Cecil and Wilma Baucum. He
attended schools in Gulfport, Miss., and graduated
from Gulfport High School in 1957. He was active in
the Boy Scouts and became
an Eagle scout. He loved
sports and was a star basketball player on the Gulfport High School basketball
team. Walter joined the U.S.
Navy after graduating from
high school and spent most
of his four years on the West
Coast. After his discharge
he returned to Mississippi
and earned a bachelor’s
degree in English at the
University of Southern Mississippi. He taught his first
Walter Baucum
three years at Hancock
North Central High School
in Hancock County, Miss. (Brett Favre country). Then
he taught at Harrison Central High School in
Gulfport. By then he had earned a master’s degree
in school counseling. Walter had a desire to live in
the West, especially after a car trip there with his sister when he was 16. After getting his master’s
degree, he decided to head west, stopping first in
Loveland, Colo., then to Rock Springs, Wyo. While
living in Rock Springs he met his future wife, Marie
Sova Edwards, and her two daughters while visiting
friends in Salt Lake City. They married July 2, 1976,
and lived briefly in Rock Springs and Worland, Wyo.,
before moving to Gooding, Idaho. Walter began his
teaching and high-school counseling career in
Shoshone High School in 1977 and taught there for
15 years. In 1992 Walter had the opportunity to teach
one year for the Department of Defense in Izmir,
Turkey, followed by teaching nine years for the Idaho
Department of Correction in Cottonwood. Walter
retired in 2003 and returned to Gooding. He enjoyed
living in Idaho. He loved the outdoors and enjoyed
camping, hiking, hunting, fishing and gardening. He
was an avid reader and had a special interest in
ancient history. He enjoyed researching the topic
and after retiring became the proud author of two
published books about the Bronze Age. Walter is survived by his loving wife, Marie; daughters Christine
(James) DiLella of Lansdale, Pa., and Catherine
Amundson (Steve France) of Gooding; a sister, Imogene Schmidt of Boca Raton, Fla.; grandson Kevin
Amundson; granddaughters, Jenna Amundson, Milan
DiLella and Paloma DiLella; and many extended-family members. He was preceded in death by his parents. Walter touched the lives of many people.
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UNITED STATES AND BRITAIN
IN PROPHECY

FREE COMMUNITY
OUTREACH PROGRAM

AMERICA AND BRITAINS FUTURE
US-BRITISHFUTURE.COM PO BOX 4877, OCEANSIDE, CA 92052

FOR SALE!
Worldwide Church of God Items From Pasadena
in the Mid-1970s to the Mid-1990s
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to
own exceptional historic and rare
WCG-related items accrued during the
seller’s employment with WCG in
Pasadena from the mid-1970s to the
mid-1990s. Virtually all these dozens of
items, including written material,
audiotapes, clothing and artwork, are
in fine to excellent condition.
All items, which were issued to or
passed on to the seller at the time,
show virtually no “wear and tear.”
Church historians would understand
the importance of many of the items.
To clarify: None of these items are
from Internet sites or other sources. All
of them, especially the unpublished
material, came into the seller’s possession during his WCG employment,
mainly in the editorial department. (For
perspective, the editorial department
for much of that time was an even more
critical area, being where all executive
policies were processed from memos
and drafts into official publications.)
Of the written material, some is in
published form, some in pre-published
form (drafts and manuscripts), some of it
never published (memos, transcripts, presentation papers, and lecture notes), and
some of it is rare—only distributed to
the few people (executive- and management-level ministers, their secretaries,
and the seller) associated with writing,

approving or processing them. (For reference, the published works are originals,
the non-published are photocopies.)
Some of this material is historic,
some was for employees only, some of
general circulation to the public, some
uncirculated. Several examples follow.
Historic:
Herbert W. Armstrong’s Feb. 11,
1974, “Pentecost change” co-worker letter.
A transcript of his 1985 Pentecost
sermon (his final Pentecost one).
Employee-only circulation:
Reports for the ministry from the
1980s (which detail the ongoing
changes then being made in the
WCG publications).
A paper, “The Plain Truth Editorial
Policy,” by Herbert W. Armstrong,
issued to the Editorial Department
staff sometime in the 1980s.
General circulation:
Plain Truths from the 1930s and
1940s
Member/Co-Worker letters—one
from 1939, the others range from
the ’60s to the ’70s.
Uncirculated:
A letter, dated Nov. 17, 2004, by
Herman Hoeh to another minister,
about the “reevaluated . . . count-
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ing of Pentecost in . . . 1973/74.”
(From the letter’s date, might it be
“Possibly Dr. Hoeh’s last letter”?
See under that headline on a posting at http://www.thejournal.org/
issues/issue95/herman-hoeh-tribute-3.html.)
A memo dated November 5, 1994,
titled “Skeletons in the Closet,” to
the Editorial Department manager,
from a pastor-rank Plain Truth writer, saying he knows that the manager “[has] some questions about
the resurrection . . .” but that “any
hint of . . . carefully worded sidestepping will be received with suspicion,” so he would “rather not be
in print on this subject.”
Concerning the other kinds
of items addressed earlier, some
examples follow:
An audiotape of a short piano solo
by Herbert Armstrong.
Two staff-issue-only sweaters, one
with the Worldwide News logo,
one with the Good News logo.
All these plus dozens of other items
are listed at http://wcg-emporium.
webs.com, many with first-hand related comments.
(Incidentally, for those with some
concerns, see the posting “Buy the truth
and sell it not?” on the same site.)
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Now and New World Order
Part 16
Trillion-Dollar Conspiracy (2010)
y Jim Marrs: Recently, $5 trillion in household wealth vanished. House prices greatly reduced, and many people lost their homes
to foreclosures. The government used taxpayer
money to bailout big corporations and banks
claimed too important to go bankrupt (yet corporate leaders continued to get exorbitant
salaries for failed practices). Many retirees in
2008, who believed their savings were safe,
lost 80% of their investment. In 2009 Federal
Reserve inspector general Elizabeth Coleman
told a congressional panel that her office could
not account for $9 trillion in off-balance-sheet
transactions in the previous year. (It is not
audited and is really privately owned.)
[“President Woodrow Wilson in 1916 said
after he was a useful idiot for the NWO, aiding
the Federal Reserve: I have unwittingly ruined
my country. A great industrial nation is controlled by its system of credit. Our system of
credit is concentrated . . . in the hands of a few
men. We have come to be one of the worst ruled,
one of the most completely controlled and dominated governments in the civilized world. No
longer a government by free opinion, no longer
a government by conviction and the vote of the
majority, but a government by the opinion and
duress of a small group of dominant men.”]
Thousands of farmers in India committed
suicide in 2008 since their Genetically Modified cotton from Monsanto failed because it
did not tell them more water is required. It was
in short supply beforehand, so 17,000 Indian
farmers resorted to suicide.
[CBS News reported 12-30-10: Medicare is
already $23 trillion under funded, with less
money going in, Medicare could go bankrupt
as early as 2017. Baby Boomers are reaching
65 so less money going in and more spent on
health care for them. Workers will have to
work longer and have less government help.]
Former editor in chief of New England Journal of Medicine Dr. Marcia Angell wrote that
Big Pharma firms lead all others in profit. “Over
the past two decades the pharmaceutical industry has moved very far from its original high
purpose of discovering and producing useful
new drugs. Now primarily a marketing machine
to sell drugs of dubious benefit, this industry
uses its wealth and power to co-opt every institution that might stand it its way, including the
US Congress, the FDA, academic medical centers and the medical profession itself.”
Drug companies fear-monger to boost sales,
claim healthy people are sick with new diseases
in need of their drugs. Creating a Rockefeller
monopoly, the greatest in the world. John D.
Rockefeller tried selling unrefined petroleum as
a cancer cure. “Rockefeller’s General Education
Board has spent $100 million to gain control of
US medical schools so doctors perform surgery
and prescribe drugs more. Doctors are bribed by
drug firms with golf vacations at resorts. And
Congress (due to campaign contributions from
drug firms) created law so Medicare cannot
negotiate for cheaper-priced drugs.”
Mothers since 2009 get screened for depression after giving birth so they are drugged,
and their children can be taken away from them.
But postpartum blues is natural and goes away.
This scheme is called the Mother’s Act. Children
get 24 vaccines, and other drugs for bipolar disorder so Big Pharma profits, while creating fear
that little Johnny might commit suicide.
Swine flu was hyped to increase use of vaccinations. Such manipulation began in 1921
when the Jackson Medical Society in Missouri,
because of lack of work for doctors (people
were healthy!), scared people about a smallpox
epidemic. British photos illustrated in the state
press showed dire consequences of no vaccinations, and stories hyped the need for shots and
doctor care. Over a million people, including
all public school kids in the area, were vaccinated. Kids who were not were vilified as carriers of the disease. But the only cases of smallpox were from those vaccinated, and tens of
thousands became ill from the shots, and hundreds died. The Society was successfully sued,
but the Rockefellers kept it out of the news.
Other such scares were drummed up for
business, as the polio scare with similar bad
results. A quarter of US troops vaccinated for
the Iraq war fell ill to Gulf War Syndrome. So
many lawsuits against vaccination companies
led them to ‘bribe’ lawmakers with campaign

B

contributions to get immunity from lawsuits.
[Same with Genetically Modified foods,
which do not even need to be labeled. To the
trillions cited here, add the $2.3 trillion missing from the US Defense Department 9-102001! Recently, pink slime or waste products
of beef in hamburger was allowed without
labeling caused an uproar when a few brave
whistleblowers revealed the scam. A few profited from this scheme while it was kept quiet,
and even later continued. The pink slime was
subject to bad bacteria so was treated with
ammonia that should not be used on food!]
Rogue Nation (2003)
By Clyde Prestowitz: The US is called a
bully among nations and a rogue nation for
doing its own thing. After the Korean War the
US supported a series of brutal dictatorships in
South Korea abusing citizens. A constant irritant is one of the largest military bases in the
world in downtown Seoul. There is much
noise, Koreans killed accidentally by cars and
sexually assaulted Korean women, and cases
rarely tried in a Korean court. The US called
the North a rogue nation and provoked it with
military means without consulting the South.
The US preaches de-regulation and globalization. When the Cold War ended, the US could
have cut way back on defense spending, instead
wanted it beefed up to deter any rivals. The USS
Kitty Hawk is a nuclear-powered aircraft carrier
like a floating city, with many other ships including a sub or two. No other nation has this, yet the
US has 13 of these battle groups.
Mexico lost half its territory in a US-instigated war, while native American Indians
were almost exterminated for US land-grabbing. The US was in military conflict throughout its history, hardly a year without war. [“In
many areas murdering Indians became an outright business.” While Indians scalping white
folk was hyped, three states promoted extermination by scalp bounties of dead Indians.
“Indians were defined as subhuman, lower
than animals. George Washington compared
them to wolves, beasts of prey and called for
their total destruction.” Yet Indian symbols
and names became US ones, like Rekskins and
Braves sport teams. Thanksgiving Days were
declared for wins against Indians in war.]
God Bless America was repeated often, particularly after the 911 attacks. Other nations are
irked by this since they do not ask special treatment for terrorist attacks on them. “Did the
Americans think they were somehow more
sacred than others?” Perhaps no, but each year
15,000 are murdered in the US and thousands
of abortions are allowed. The US has 5% of
world population yet 25% of the prison population. The difference between rich and poor in
the US is about twice that of Europe. In 1998 1
of 8 US citizens were living below the poverty
level, again twice Europe’s. [Now 1 in 6.]
Many consider the US the top world polluter [besides radiation from atom bomb tests,
nuclear reactors and Depleted Uranium weapons and shields. It tested radiation effects on
Bikini Islanders without consent and moved
them off their home islands].
A British ambassador said “America always
preaches rule of law, but in the end always places
itself above the law.” US has many times more
lawyers than other nations. The 2002 report Rule
of Power or Rule of Law with editor Nicole
Deller told that the US “compromised or acted to
undermine in some crucial way every treaty we
studied.” Of course, the US obeys some but has
rejected or weakened treaties on land mines,
small arms deals, and chemical and biological
weapons. In the 1960s land mines could be laid
from the air, and sometimes US troops had to
retreat through them. Accounting for a third of
US casualties from such friendly fire during the
Vietnam War. The US rejects restrictions against
torture, and retains prisoners without due
process, yet touts freedom and justice for all.
In God We Trust is an oft repeated US motto. But “In Our Guns, Missiles, Bombs, Gases
and Germs We Trust” is more apt, and the US
leads in arms sales. The US is top instructor of
war. US troops taught the School of the Americas that was called school for dictators due to
the high number of dictators from its graduates.
Other nations accuse the US of a double
standard demanding democracy and no WMD,
but it has them, and for Israel. [Israel radiates
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Palestinians with US-supplied DU weapons,
and itself, too.] Many Israelis serving in the
military refuse to work near the Jewish settlements since non-Jews are severely restricted
there, can’t even walk around without a permit.
Vaccination-caused illness
Dr. Tennison Deane followed US medical
advice and vaccinated two big families on a
ranch and found the ones vaccinated developed and died of cancer or tuberculosis. He
began taking notes of further vaccinations and
in 1913 published The Crime of Vaccination
book, finding a background of calf-pus immunization against smallpox. Which brought
scathing remarks by other doctors so he quit
general practice and only did surgeries.
Dr. W.B. Clarke of Indiana found that “Cancer was practically unknown until compulsory
vaccination with cowpox vaccine began to be
introduced. I have had to deal with at least two
hundred cases of cancer, and I never saw a
case of cancer in an unvaccinated person.”
The monkey virus SV-40 was linked by the
FDA and other groups with cancers as mesothelioma and meduloblastoma. Under such
protest it was claimed to be removed, but actually continued.
Vienna surgeon Professor Schmidt studied
and found over the previous 100 years that
people who had childhood diseases with fever
suffered less cancer later.
“The chief, if not the sole, cause of the monstrous increase in cancer has been vaccination.”—Dr. Robert Bell; Vice President International Society for Cancer Research, British
Cancer Hospital
“In medical schools, dental schools and
these other professional training organizations
it is a hazing process. It is trauma-based education at its worst. These interns are kept up
for three nights in a row. What can you do
under that highly stressful situation? What you
can do is make a lot of mistakes and be susceptible to mind-control–virtual hypnosis.”
[The caduceus doctor symbol is appropriate—snake-entwined rod of a false god.]
Smallpox and Vaccination
Fact and Fantasy
“The smallpox vaccine was forced onto the
nation’s children in 1867, causing 42,000
deaths . . . The vaccine was a disaster worldwide. In 1903 the USA seized the Philippines
and forcibly vaccinated the people with the
deadly shot.” They had been healthy and smallpox was rare. “After 15 years of intensive vaccination, the annual death-toll from smallpox
was 16,000 with a further 21,000 cases. [Also]
in 1918-20 there were 93,000 deaths from
malaria, 80,000 deaths from influenza, tuberculosis killed 80,000 and dysentery, typhus and
cholera together took 70,000.” Likely due to
weakened immune systems from the shots.
Smallpox vaccines began due to a dairy
maid superstition that a person who had cowpox would not develop smallpox. Edward Jenner injected a boy, James Phipps, with lymph
from a cowpox vesicle on the hand of a dairy
maid. “The Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons swallowing the theory of an unqualified
country apothecary, based on one totally unreliable experiment, seems scarcely credible. . . .
Jenner’s two original human guinea pigs,
Phipps and Jenner’s own son, died at the ages
of 20 and 21 from tuberculosis.”
“Cancer was practically unknown until
cowpox vaccination began to be introduced. I
have had to deal with 200 cases of cancer, and
I never saw a case of cancer in an unvaccinated person.”—W. B. Clark NY Press 1909.
“I have removed cancers from vaccinated
arms exactly where the poison was injected.”—Dr. E.J. Post of Belmont, Michigan.
“I am convinced that some 80% of these
cancer deaths are caused by the inoculations or
vaccinations they have undergone. These are
well-known to cause grave and permanent disease of the heart also.”—Dr. Herbert Snow,
Surgeon of London Cancer Hospital
Bloodlines of the Illuminati
From Fritz Springmeir’s book (online):
Rothschilds claim they are descended from
Nimrod. [Masons believe they started with
Tubalcain (of the evil line of Cain, Gen 4:22).]
They expose their children to extreme trau-
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ma—the person will die, go crazy or develop
multipersonality disorder and be a mind controlled slave.
At least 11 US presidents were related to
royalty in Europe—of the bloodlines. FDR
and Churchill were; Stalin married into one of
the families. Clinton and the Bushes are related. [So are Kerry, Obama, McCain and Palin!]
While these ‘tribes’ intermarry, there is competition, all want to be king of the hill, so some
dominate in different eras.
Fritz claims foreign troops are ready in US
underground bases to take over the US.
[Though UN troops could do the same job,
authorized by Clinton.] Some mail boxes are
color-coded to indicate how active the person
is, slated to be taken away and killed, or less
active and rounded up in concentration camps
for slave labor. [Some are ‘fighting’ back,
escorting those doing the marking to intimidate them. The elite are buying out ammunition suppliers to gain monopoly and keep people from defending themselves.]
Mark of the New World Order
By Terry Cook (1996): The US military
Report from Iron Mountain detailed the benefits of war, and without enemies the government would invent threats as massive pollution or aliens (and terrorists). That “a sophisticated form of slavery may be an absolute prerequisite for social control in a world at
peace.” This slavery is serving military duty
where men are trained to hate the current
enemy, or the peace corps. [Also the US prison
system is the world’s largest. US foments wars
to increase arms deals.]
No one will be given the mark of the Beast by
direct force, ‘only’ not able to buy or sell, and
peer pressure [like vaccine shots today]. Cook
shows various new devices and methods that are
precursors to implants [in history it was not an
electronic device, but a future one could be].
The US military began using the military ID
MARC card, an imitation of the mark foretold
in the Bible? Of course, the German mark was
a form of money.
[The 2009 Health Care Bill included “a
class II device that is implantable” in a “notdiscussed” section of its 1000 pages. Can be
used for health, but for other reasons, too. At a
1981 Reagan cabinet meeting a national ID
card was presented. A cabinet member asked
why not tattoo a number on each American’s
forearm? Reagan blurted out My god, that’s
the mark of the Beast! ending discussion. A
national ID card system to start in 2008 was
delayed, and some states are fighting it. NWO
plans keep getting delayed.]
Journalist David Icke reports
CFR members dominate the Cabinet. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton spoke at the
Council on Foreign Relations in 2009 when a
new office opened in Washington DC (see the
video online): “I have been often to, I guess,
the mothership in New York City, but it’s good
to have an outpost of the Council right here
down the street from the State Department . . .
We get a lot of advice from the council, so this
will mean I won’t have as far to go to be told
what we should be doing.”
Dr. Richard Day outlined Illuminati plans on
3-20-1969 at the Pittsburgh Pediatric Society.
He told these 80 doctors not to take notes, but
one did and reported: World labor is to be separated so each area is dependent on all, with no
national borders. He said populations will be
culled by medicine, food, new lab diseases [created with toxic vaccines] and suppressed cancer
cure. “We can cure almost every cancer now.”
Dr. Day said the media would increase violence
and porn to desensitize people, and music
would get worse to alter program perception.
People would be monitored and electronically
tagged. Weather would be used as a weapon,
and he helped modify it in war. [The book of
Revelation reveals many ‘natural’ disasters will
come, but much are really man-made.]
Presidential Executive Orders allow presidents to make any law, and can veto any by
Congress (but this is against the Constitution).
Like break up families, accuse the parents of
abusing their children. These laws are already
made, only need to be enforced.
Rep. Peter DeFazio told in 2008 “There is a
plan that is in place to be executed by the
Federals to lock down the cities and towns
across our land and to begin gun confiscation.
There is a plan to deal with mass quarantine of
populations and its subsequent internment and
suspension of the Constitutional rights of citizens . . . when a national emergency is declared
and some group of unscrupulous people seek to
gain total control over the population . . . you
now know what power the Federals will not
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hesitate to utilize for their insidious ends.”
FEMA is ready to implement martial law in a
declared emergency, taking over resources.
Lawyers, doctors and teachers go to training
centers to learn the same thing, so they think
alike. Advance if they repeat the mantra, opposing others as crackpots. Having a PhD after
your name means a higher salary for reciting
the same mantra. Lawyers use Latin law terms
so only they can understand the law from the
Romans. Business is based on Roman law, formerly Babylonian.
Media-control: companies owned or jointly
owned by Time-Warner include hundreds such
as AOL, Warner Bros., CNN, HBO, Sports
Illustrated and Time magazines. LA Times
columnist Joel Stein (one of the elite) wrote
that those who do not think Hollywood is run
by Jews (Rothschilds) is dumb: “The Jews are
so dominant. I had to scour the trades to come
up with six Gentiles in high positions at entertainment. But lo and behold, even one of that
six turned out to be a Jew! . . . As a proud Jew,
I want America to know of our accomplishment. Yes, we control Hollywood.”
[A Time-Warner spokesperson said “We know
in the not too distant future, a half dozen corporations are going to control the media (only a few
do now). We took this step (merger) to ensure we
were one of them.” And why Time-Warner uses
the Egyptian Eye symbol. Not merely a stylized
eye, but of the Egyptian god Ra.]
The Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz claimed
“The Jews do control the American media. This
is very clear and claiming otherwise is an insult
to common knowledge.”
Is it odd Saudi Arabia does little for other
Arabs? The house of Saud is run by the Rothschilds and not Arab. A Jew named Mordakhai
claimed to be a merchant fleeing Iraq and eventually led Bedouin tribes as king. So Jews control this nation of Arabs and much oil. [And why
Saudi Arabia was not attacked for 911 despite
most of the alleged hijackers were from there.]
WWIII is planned to use Israel as a trigger.
[Albert Pike wrote of planned wars: WWI,
WWII, Cold War and WWIII.]
According to the Encyclopedia Judaica,
Rothschilds bear the title of Guardians of the
Vatican Treasury.
Stalin described in his book Marxism and
the National Question how to get nations to
join the NWO. Make a nation a part of a larger
region [as the European Union and proposed
North American Union] first. Then join these
large blocks together.
CO2 levels have been higher in past history,
up to ten times today, so unintentional manmade global warming is a scam and a threat.
[Though the elite are using HAARP to melt
polar ice to gain access to minerals there.] Al
Gore uses the Live Earth Global Warming Survival Handbook written by David Mayer de
Rothschild to set up unneeded measures of environmental control like global taxation.
A CIA agent revealed that a microchip inside
a body can control what the person thinks, even
kill the person remotely. Can transmit your
GPS location to be targeted. Some do this in
foreign nations, to a remote-controlled plane.
The chip can cause cancer. Overtly we know
computers linked by a brain-computer interface
can control a wheelchair by just thinking.
Microchips can be controlled externally by signals, so the person is aggressive or submissive,
sexually high or suppressed, or to induce fear.
Smallest known chip was .05 mm on a side,
likely smaller ones already exist.
[FDR allowed the Japanese to invade Pearl
Harbor to get the US to war. Senator P. Nye in
1939 told that he saw a series of volumes called
The Next War revealing the game plan for the
US to attack Germany using an old ploy. “We
must clearly enunciate our belief in the democratic form of government, and our firm resolve
to adhere to . . . the old goddess of democracy
routine.” The Hawaii oil supply was avoided by
Japanese bombers on purpose.]
FDR campaigned for a 2nd term strongly
saying he would not send US sons to fight in
Europe. Rep. Philip Bennett told Congress
“But our boys are not going to be sent abroad,
says the President. Nonsense. Mr. Chairman,
even now their berths are being built in our

transport ships. Even now the tags for identification of the dead and wounded are being
printed by the firm of William C. Ballantyne
and Co. of Washington.”
Secret Side of History DVD (1996)
Mystery Babylon & NWO by Dee Zahner
(see online): Conspiracy is stated 30 times in
the Bible.
International Conference on Financing for
Development 2002 divided the world into 10
regions, though plans can change. [Previously,
The Club of Rome (CFR offshoot) began in
1968. Its 1973 report Regionalized and Adaptive Model of the Global World System showed
a map dividing the world into 10 regions. The
EU was formed as 1 of the 10, and plans for a
North American Union started.]
The Trans Texas Corridor (part of NAU
plans) had fast track, only 20 hours of debate.
[Due to dissent against it, its scope was reduced
to smaller branches.] Video of CNN Lou
Dobbs’ newscast (see online) shows Dobbs
objecting to the Security and Prosperity Partnership. Shows top US, Canada and Mexico
leaders in SPP plan to end US, Mexico and
Canada as separate nations. Issuing new common money called the amero, as EU’s euro.
Camp FEMA DVD (2009)
Video shows Congressmen complaining in
sessions about forced voting on bills they had
not had time to read, pages still warm from the
printing press! Some are hundreds of pages
long. Sometimes the law is substituted—not
the one they read!
Actual video footage shows the 1940s Japanese internment, 112,000 of Japanese descent,
62% US citizens. Rounded up by US troops until
war’s end, guilty only of Japanese ancestry. Finally let go after 4 years, given $25 and a free
train ticket home, if they still had one. [Most
were farmers, and their land grabbed by a few rich
elite. Similar to other US farmers during the Great
Depression which was planned by the elite.] Years
later, Reagan apologized and allowed compensation. A Japanese survivor tells of being rounded
up like cattle, forced labor, at least 10 were killed,
shot for getting too close to a barbed fence.
Readiness Exercises 1984 or REX 84 allows
FEMA to take over the US from elected officials, declare martial law and round up dissenters in detention centers. Plans then called
for 21 million American Negroes to be imprisoned. Now it is worse. If you are against abortion, oppose the Federal Reserve or vote for certain candidates you can be labeled a domestic
terrorist (as thousands rounded up after 911). A
peaceful demonstrator can be taken indefinitely.
Police now stop cars with certain bumper
stickers deemed a threat to the government, as
for a 3rd party candidate, and their homes
searched. An FBI watch list includes those for
home schooling or anyone for the Constitution.
Veterans and gun owners are considered
threats, or those against the Trans Texas Corridor. Freedom of speech zones were created
after Seattle when a riot occurred during the
World Trade Organization meetings, but caused
by infiltrators. Dissenters can freely speak, but
only in free speech zones far away from big
events they want to protest. [Those demonstrating for war, not peace, should be arrested!]
The Patriot Act is law so that in a declared
emergency a US citizen can be arrested and
detained without due process. Prefabricated
prison rooms are shown put together like giant
toy blocks. Internment Camps have these features (shown on video in various states): Watch
towers, protected entrance, double rows of
secured perimeter fence (barbed or razor wire),
guards—National Guard now trained, but foreign troops are ready to take over.
NY Times printed photos of recruited Boy
Scouts. The DVD shows scouts in military uniforms practicing urban warfare with various
rifles, trained by the Dept. of Homeland Security,
as Hitler’s Youth indoctrinated while young.
Chuck Baldwin, 2008 3rd party presidential
candidate, called Washington DC a cesspool of
iniquity. Some states try to become divorced
from it, sovereign states using 10th Amendment. [The two major parties are really one, so
the US is like dictator-led nations with one
party, so voting is a waste.]

Jan_Aaron_Young@q.com

The DVD ends with depleted uranium effects
told by US troops affecting them, and Iraqi kids
pictured with grotesque shapes. Who is responsible for creating ‘monster’ babies with radioactive
waste-tipped weapons? Corporations who found a
way to get rid of their waste for profit? US officially does not care for human life by not ratifying
such international law as the landmine treaty, so
Iraqi farmers and their kids get blown up. Add the
DU effects. Troops did not know they were using
DU to test the effects, including genetic effects,
begun in Operation Desert Storm 1991. They did
become sick quickly, ached, had rashes everywhere from radioactivity of the 300 tons used.
[Likely much more. See American Legacy online,
real life horror images of DU effects, and those of
spraying Agent Orange in Vietnam. Devastation
by US troops, who were affected, too.]
The Master Game (2011)
By Graham Hancock and Robert Bauval:
The grandiose world scheme for a NWO. Freemasonry Today wrote “Washington DC can
fairly be described as the world’s foremost
Masonic City. Its center was laid out according
to a plan drawn up by the French Freemason
Pierre L’Enfant.”
A symbol, logo or visible object charged with
meaning becomes a talisman, as a cross or the
Nazi swastika. Or as the Tower of Babel, a popular Mason pictogram to convey the craft’s origin. Mason ideas from mystery religions became national corporate logos of Eye, triangle
or pyramid. Worship for pagan gods became
statues of art for pride, as the Statue of Liberty
idol. Symbols as 5-point stars for Isis became
patriotic and for excellence. Old feasts for false
gods became US holidays [as Columbus Day
for mass murderer and cruel slave trader].
Dan Brown’s book The Lost Symbol is popular fiction of a Masonic secret plan for Washington DC, but rooted in the actual weird city
layout planned by Masons. Many DC residents
now believe in a hidden mission for the national buildings and monuments.
Paris was laid out with such a plan, and
many writers are cited to back that claim up.
Paris originally had the symbol of a boat for
navigating and was set up for the goddess Isis
of navigation. After the Bastille prison was
stormed in 1789, an Egyptian-style pyramid
was planned to celebrate the guillotining of the
king and queen [who in his right mind would
celebrate that?], but for lack of funds a statue of
Isis flanked by two lions was substituted. From
her nipples water filled a basin called the Fountain of Regeneration so people could drink of it.
Paris of old was called Parisis meaning Temple
of Isis. Notre Dame is where an idol of Isis was
venerated, on the boat-shaped island. The first
commemorative coin issued in 1794 France
evoked the goddess of Reason or cult of Isis.
Another result of the French Revolution was
to de-Christianize churches, cathedrals, priests
and nuns, replaced by the Cult of Reason, or the
Supreme Being. The goddess of Reason was
often displayed by an actress in tricolor red,
white and blue with Phrygian cap (popular in
the US, too). The cap was known for the gods
Mithras and Cybele. Pretty women depicted the
goddess emerging from a temple of Reason,
and people paid homage to her.
With the 1813 defeat of Napoleon, the revolution halted and the Freemasons Louis XVIII
and Count of Artois (Charles X) took over.
They favored ancient Egyptian works. A real
obelisk of Egypt was brought to Paris. A huge
painting was ordered for the Louvre of Isis with
two lions and still decorates the Louvre. The
painting depicts the Paris city layout with
obelisk and pyramids. A glass pyramid was
built in 1989 for the Louvre, so the obelisk and
pyramid define the central Historical Axis of
Paris and mirrors Luxor of Egypt. Later, Isis
was made in relief on a side of the Louvre, and
a Napoleon statue shows him crowned by Isis.
The Mason god is the Grand Architect of the
Universe, or Geometry or G with symbol of a 5point star (or Blazing Star, so the US 5-point
star refers to a false god). Or All-Seeing-Eye
depicted as a glowing pyramid or triangle (perhaps above the Tree of Liberty, as US use).
Napoleon went to Egypt and conquered it for a
short time, with Masons leading the way, since
they draw from the mysteries, as those of Egypt,
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Osiris and Isis. Masons raise altars for these
deities, as the artificial mountain Eiffel Tower.
In 1793 at DC, George Washington laid the
cornerstone of the Capitol with many Masons in
full regalia. He wore the Eye in a radiating sun
disk on his Masonic apron given by Frenchman
Lafayette. George’s funeral was with Masonic
rites and that apron draped his coffin. Masons
cast in acacia sprigs to symbolize the resurrections of Osiris and George. A giant size, Egyptian-style obelisk was made to honor George,
with solar disk at entrance and sun symbols
throughout. Made and dedicated by Masons with
the words “like the ancient Egyptian worshipers
of Osiris—the hope of immortality.” George is
portrayed in the Capitol as ascended among
pagan gods who instruct Americans. And the
Alexandria, Virginia, Mason temple is dedicated
to him, based on a temple and lighthouse of
Alexandria, Egypt. Masons had a real Egyptian
obelisk (Baal’s shaft) hauled to New York City.
Isis was known as the Virgin of the World, and
later morphed into the Virgin Mary. So Elizabeth
I was known as the Virgin Queen, and thence
Virginia. Combined with Maryland for DC.
Weird behavior of popes, orgies at the
Vatican and their Inquisition of tortures led
many to doubt the papacy.
After the 1666 Great Fire of London, two
Masons separately gave plans for the new city
layout that were very similar. They copied the
Tree of Life of the Jewish Cabala of mystery
religions. But their plans were not implemented since the displaced citizens needed quick
housing and less cost than grandiose public
works. Though similar plans were used later at
DC. Using octagons, as those of the Rosy Cross
(Rosicrucians), and the Cabalistic Tree of Life.
Horoscopes were cast for the best time to lay
the cornerstones of Mason-built edifices.
The Masonic holiday of St. John’s Day for the
summer solstice became US Independence Day.
So St. John’s Eve of June 23, 1717, on the old
Julian calendar still kept was the same day as July
4th on Pope Gregory’s calendar that the world
was slowly accepting. [Celebrated with bonfires
and fireworks or works of fire for the great fire in
the sky, the sun. Other Masonic holidays celebrating old feasts to pagan gods also became US
holidays, as Christmas for the winter solstice.]
In 1794 France, voluptuous women were
dressed as Liberty, Reason or Nature with Phrygian cap and paraded as the old Roman Bacchanals. The Cult of the Supreme Being or Isis
or All-Seeing-Eye and the immortality of the
soul were preached to the masses.
Masons were heavily involved in the French
Revolution and its decapitations, as well as the
American Revolution, including British Masons.
French Masons gave the Statue of Liberty to
US Masons. Mason Bartholdi designed it after
trying in vain to make a statue of Isis for the
new Suez canal in Egypt. So the US got its version of Isis in NY harbor, linked with the Cult
of Liberty or Reason of the French Revolution.
America claims to be a chosen people by
God (and so the motto In God We Trust), but so
do other people. Kings thought they had the
divine right to rule, no matter how badly.
George Washington declared a Thanksgiving
Day, but it was turned down since many
thought the nation was supposed to not favor a
religion. The God thanked is questioned since
the US Great Seal has Annuit Coeptis, a prayer
to the god Jupiter, Capitol means a temple to
Jupiter, and the Capitol has many pagan gods.
US Founding Fathers were mostly Deists who
believed in a Creator but who left His creation.
William Penn founded Pennsylvania and the
City of Brotherly Love or Philadelphia. He
planned the city according to the layout of
Babylon between two rivers. Babel, its capital,
was founded by Nimrod, where all people met
together in one language and spirit. Philadelphia, despite its nickname, was much involved
with black slave trade. Other Mason-planned
cities were Sandusky, Ohio, and Phoenix, Arizona. Albert Pike variously described the 5point Blazing Star (as of the Arizona flag)
depicted in Masonry lodges as the sun, Sirius or
Mercury, as the All-Seeing-Eye of Osiris who
invented language, science and the law.
Thomas Paine claimed Masonry practiced
British Druid rites, which came from Egyptian
priests of the sun.
President FDR was a 33º Mason who put the
Eye on the $1 bill. He advocated that Arabs
leave the proposed Israel state area, and that
barbed wire be set up to keep them out. A photo
of President Truman is shown with Masonic
regalia including the Eye. He was the first to
acknowledge Israel as a nation in 1948 [by a $2
million campaign contribution].
—Mr. Jan Young

Past articles: janaaronyoung.wordpress.com
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JESUS’ DEITY

AND

This article explains Jesus’ original deity,
which Unitarians deny, and how a God could
have been born as Mary’s physical son Jesus
and live with his original God mind in a physical body. This article also explains how Jesus
surrendered for all future eternity his former
Self-existent deity and so leaving his Father as
the only remaining true God (John 17:3)—see
also my paper, P5, “The Bible Shows Jesus Was
A Self-Existent God”.
1. Jesus’ original self-existent deity
Although paper P5 shows that Jesus was a Selfexistent God, this can be also briefly demonstrated by these three points.
FIRST: Paul’s teaching of Phil 2:5-7, when
translated unencumbered with mainstream
Christendom’s influences as in the following,
leaves us in no doubt over Jesus’ original Selfexistent Deity: “5 Let this mind be in you,
which was also in Christ Jesus: 6 Who, when in
God form, did not consider retention of equality with God, 7 But emptied himself, and took
upon himself the form of a servant, and became
the likeness of men” (Cp this with the KJV
translation which is less clear).
SECOND: Hebrews 6:20–7:1-4 reveals that
the Melchizedek who met Abraham, and who
had neither beginning of days nor was then of
any human descent, must have been the NT
Jesus. He was not a created Being but was then
still a self-existing God (article A12).
THIRD: In Hebrews 1:8 God the Father
addresses Jesus as God with, “But unto the Son
he saith, Thy throne, O God, is for ever and
ever: a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of
thy kingdom”.
2. Jesus’ pre-existence
Incredibly some Unitarians insist that Jesus had
no existence prior to his Bethlehem birth. This
they base on Greek lexicon definitions for “to
be born” and “to beget” precluding a rebirth

HUMAN BIRTH EXPLAINED

from a prior existence. Of course man’s scholarship can not understand what God can do (1
Cor 2:9) but faithful students of God’s Word
take note of scriptures like John 3:13 and 16:28
which attest to Jesus’ existence prior to his
Bethlehem birth.
In John 3:13 Jesus told Nicodemus, “And no
man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that
came down from heaven, even the Son of man,
which is in heaven.” The underlined phrase
plainly declares that Jesus came down from
Heaven and therefore Jesus must have existed
in Heaven prior to his Bethlehem birth.
This is also clear from Jesus saying to his
disciples in John 16:28, “I came forth from the
Father, and am come into the world: again I
leave the world, and go to the Father,” and
which reveals Jesus experienced the following
cycle of events:—
• His coming from God the Father,
• And his coming into the world,
• Again his leaving the world,
• And his going to God the Father.
That Jesus existed prior to his Bethlehem birth
is also clear from Jesus attesting to his former
glory with his Father (John 17:5), his existence
predating Abraham (John 8:58) and his recalling, “. . . I beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven” (Luke 10:18), which occurred during
Satan’s rebellion prior to the creation of Adam!
One wonders which Bible Unitarians read.
3. Incarnation and Resurrections explained
To understand how the mind of a God came to
live in a man’s physical body (incarnation) we
need to first study a resurrection from our grave
to spirit life as described for the first resurrection of Rev 20:4-6.
For this I will refer to a computer’s “backup
disc” on which the computer’s data is copied to
guard against loss should the computer fail
beyond repair (i.e. die).
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If God were to resurrect us from our grave
without also restoring to us the contents of our
former physical mind, then we would not recognize ourselves or know anything of our former physical life and so it could not be said
that we live again. Only when God restores to
us our former memories, hopes, fears, hates,
loves etc will we recognize ourselves and truly
live again.
It is similar when God resurrects the rest of
mankind from the grave back to physical life in
the second resurrection described in Ezek 37:114 and referred to in Rev 20:5. Their memories
too must be restored before they will live again
physically.
Therefore God needs to preserve for all
mankind something akin to a computer’s backup disc. In that context let us read Matthew
10:28 where Jesus warned, “And fear not them
which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul (spirit or backup disc): but rather fear him
which is able to destroy both soul and body in
hell”. Here “soul” (Greek psuche, Cp psyche!)
denotes our “backup disc”, which God needs to
restore our life during our resurrection. Should
God destroy this spirit (backup disc), then we
can no longer be resurrected. Indeed let us fear
God the Father, who alone has this power!
Jesus’ birth from spirit God life to human
physical life was the reverse of a resurrection
from human physical life to spirit life. At some
point God the Father must have transferred
Jesus’ former God mind to the empty physical
brain of Mary’s child. Then as the Son of man
and Son of God the Father, Jesus could truly
say, “. . . I beheld Satan as lightning fall from
heaven” (Luk 10:18).
4. Jesus retained his original God mind
Only when we understand that Jesus surrendered for all future eternity his former Selfexistent deity to become and die as our
Passover Lamb can we understand the full

enormity of his sacrifice and the faith He had in
his fellow God and Father to bring about his
birth as Mary’s child and later his resurrection
from the grave back to his former spirit glory.
Since Jesus was also dead for 3 days and 3
nights, He is no longer a true Eternal Self-existent God. Although Jesus did retain his God
mind, now only God the Father remains a true
Eternal Self-existent God.
Therefore only God the Father could have
named Himself to Moses by the all-capitals
form “LORD” (Exod 3:13-15, Strong H3068);
which literally means “The Eternal”. As
explained in article A13 the OT all-capitals
name “LORD” never applies to Jesus because
his eternity was interrupted by those 3 days and
3 nights in the tomb.
Let us note the enormity of Jesus’ sacrifice.
Not only his physical suffering but his surrendering for all time his former independent Selfexistent deity to become and die as man’s
Passover Lamb and for ever more an obedient
Son to his fellow God and now his Father.
Had Jesus not agreed to this sacrifice then
God the Father could not have created Adam
and Eve and we would not have received the
breath of life.
Let us remember that:—
• A created Jesus can not be a sufficient atoning sacrifice for all sins of all mankind.
• Only the fullness of Jesus’ sacrifice gave us
the “incredible potential” to be born again
into God the Father’s Family as his literal
spirit children and Jesus’ younger siblings.
• During the 2nd-century A.D. the Unitarians were the first to depart from Apostolic
Godhead teaching. Why return today to
their false Jesus-denying scholarship?
The papers referred to above are freely available by writing to Henk Jens, PO Box 121,
Belmore, NSW, 2192, Australia or at my homepage www.rightly-dividing.net.

King Solomon of Israel
Solomon was born about 1,000 BC a
late-in-life son of King David and the
woman Bathsheba. Solomon took
over the throne of ancient Israel from
his father around age 15. He reigned
40 years.
Solomon was rich from the very beginning having inherited all that his
father had. But, and more importantly,
Solomon acknowledged The Lord God
of Heaven as the true deity. The Lord
took note of Solomon’s dedication and
gave him a gift of wisdom. After receiving the gift, Solomon became one of
the smartest men alive.
In the beginning Solomon had the
good of the people in mind and did a
lot of positive things for Israel. He built
new cities. He established an extensive network of travel ways. Some
continue in use today. Solomon
formed a friendship with King Hiram
of Tyre. Together they built a fleet of
sailing ships and adventured to the

gold mines of Ophar. Solomon established a lucrative business partnership with the Queen of Sheba, thus
furthering his own wealth and that of
the general population of Israel.
Some people think Solomon and the
queen had an affair, producing one or
more offspring together. The Bible is
silent concerning such involvement.
Probably Solomon is best known for
his construction of a grand temple
called ‘House for God’ and the many
wise proverbs written during his
younger years.
But after about 20 years as king
Solomon’s allegiance toward God
began to slip, his love for money,
power and his many wives, most of
whom worshipped pagan idols, was
directly affecting Solomon’s relationship with God. Solomon finally turned
his back completely upon The Lord
during his later years, which was unpardonable sin. Solomon died a rela-

tively young man in his 50’s and in
complete rejection of The Lord God.
The adventures and lessons one
can learn from Solomon’s life have
been compiled into the 75-page booklet: King Solomon, the man who had
everything. The booklet is independently researched and published and
available to anyone who has an interest in Solomon as documented by the
Bible. It is an easy read and includes
scriptural references should one
desire to look more closely at any of
the information. Some who already
have received a copy have written
back, saying, “I didn’t know that!”
There is no religious group behind
this booklet. There is no church to
join. There is no follow-up request for
a donation. Your name will not be lent,
sold or distributed to anyone. To
obtain a free copy of: King Solomon,
the man who had everything, send
your request to:

Ministry Publications • P.O. Box 715 • Cottonwood, AZ 86326 USA
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The 11th Annual

Discovering the True Nature of the Father and the Son
Saturday & Sunday, June 2–3, 2012 • Austin, Texas

Y

ou are cordially invited to attend our 11th
annual One God Seminar to explore the
wondrous and phenomenal nature of God
on June 2 and 3,
2012, in Austin, Texas.
Our seminar series is
dedicated to learning all
that can be known about
Yehovah, our Great God,
and his glorious Son, Jesus
Christ. We seek to know
Who God Is and What He Is
Like, with the purpose of
moving Godward and becoming more like him in
character, wisdom and
love and in godly actions Ken Westby
of kindness toward others.
Why have another One God Seminar?
Can there a more important topic to understand
and contemplate? Should not we engage ourselves

to ponder the mystery of God? Can we not give our
minds to attentively and thoughtfully meditate
upon what the Being who made us is like and what
he expects of us?
Jesus manifests what his Father is like in character, love and goodness and what the Father wants of
us. Jesus has pioneered the path to life everlasting
in the fellowship of our loving Heavenly Father.
Herein lies our motivation behind what we are
doing: to seek the Truth about God and in so doing
help people draw nearer to God and Jesus by knowing them better as Scripture presents them; and to
have greater confidence that we can follow Jesus
into fellowship with the Father.
The truth about God has been buried under centuries of tradition and stained glass. God has been
presented as an impossible-to-comprehend threeheaded or two-headed “Godhead.”
He has been presented as the pagan Greeks
understood their deities, not as how Abraham or
Moses or Jesus understood him: a personal being, a

Heavenly Father. But Scripture tells a story different from the orthodoxy of the creeds of Christendom that in the 4th and 5th centuries set these
errors in stone. Jesus describes himself and his
Father as different from anything we learned in
Sunday School or seminary.
We believe that God is one and Jesus is a man (he
is glorified, but still a man; see 1 Timothy 2:5).
I don’t see this as a salvation issue; i.e., you must
believe it or you won’t be “saved.” That has never
been my approach, and I’ve never stated that,
because I don’t believe that is what is at stake.
Who is or is not saved is up to God, and I expect
he is a whole lot more merciful than we are.
But the question isn’t what are the minimal
“requirements” for salvation, but: How do I come
to know God and develop his good character? We
should never stop seeking to know him better. I
believe that the truth about who God is and what
he is like—and likewise for Jesus—should form the
structure and content of our Christian walk.

A Return to the Faith of Israel and the Religion of Jesus

T

hose who are dedicated to the
restitution of the true knowledge of God are on a crusade to
return to the faith of Israel, to
the religion of Jesus and his apostles.
They explore the leading edge of biblical research.
Why a One God Seminar? Nothing
about the knowledge of God is unimportant. It is the zenith of learning:
knowledge that isn’t head-puffing
stuff but information that can change
the way we think and behave and determine our eternity.
If we don’t know about telescopes,
we won’t know that Jupiter has moons.
Men lived for millennia without telescopes and yet experienced no injury.
Not so about the knowledge of
God, which is the light that illuminates our spirit and soul. If we can’t
see what God is like, how can we
become like him in mind and character? The telescope to see God clearly
is his revelation in Scripture, nature
and firsthand experience of those who
truly have known him.
I liken our job in our One God
Seminars to providing a telescope
for God’s children to behold his wonder, pulling us into fellowship with
him. This is the heart of the Gospel,
the Kingdom of God.
The Speakers: This year’s topics
will be presented by Sir Anthony

A few words about why I’m involved
In the 1980s, when my ideas on the Godhead were challenged, I tended to think in terms
of truth vs. heresy. On one occasion Sir Anthony Buzzard and I were on opposite sides of
a public debate. The debate was the beginning of my mind opening up to consider that
my concept of God, at least in this respect, could be wrong. By the ’90s I became convinced that Yehovah was truly One and there was no other God besides him. I came to
realize that he is the Yehovah of Creation and the God of the Old Testament.
Coming to accept that Jesus was fully human (that he hadn’t preexisted and, for all practical purposes, was just like any other son or daughter of Adam and Eve) was for me more
difficult. But in time that too became crystal-clear from the Scriptures.
Now what? What should I do? Should I go public with my newfound truth? Would
Christians regard me as a heretic as I once regarded those who believed that only the
Father is God?
In time I received answers to all these questions and more. I have come to believe that
the knowledge of God, in all its facets, is the most critical knowledge of all. It is the
key to life itself, but it is largely hidden, deliberately obscured. The knowledge of God is
clouded in metaphysical nonsense and pagan myths. —K.W.

Buzzard and Ken Westby (“Why
Study the Nature of God?”); Sir Anthony (“Does Trinitarianism Qualify
as Monotheism? The Task of Asking
the Right Questions”); Owen Murphy (“Our Father”); Sean Finnegan
(“The Trinitarian Controversy in the
4th and 5th Centuries”); Dan Girouard (“A History of Christology”);
Carlos Jiménez (“Calvin, Servetus
and the Struggle for Truth”); Michel
Danis (“My Journey to Meet the One
True God”); Gary Woodring (“Two
Yahwehs in the Old Testament = Two

Gods”); Robert Woodburn (“Implications of the Strict Monotheism of
Isaiah”); Phillip Arnold, Ph.D.
(“Reflections on the Death of Jesus
Christ: How It Works and Why”); and
Ken Westby (“A Sit-Down With
God: Bringing Adam and Eve Up to
Date With Yahweh’s Grand Plan”).
In all, we expect to have 10 to 12
sessions by these top researchers into
the nature of Yehovah and Jesus.
Discussions and questions are always a big part of the program, along
with lots of pleasant fellowship. Bring

your challenges and questions. Let us
reason together to learn all we can
about God.
If our God understanding is corrupted or skewed, so will be our worship and faith. We must get our God
concept as pure and right as possible
and as true to Scripture as possible.
The two days of the One God Conference will be the most intellectually
and spiritually stimulating days you
will have experienced in years.
Schedule and location: June 2–3,
2012, Saturday and Sunday, 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m, in Austin, the capital of Texas.
Just for our group, a special in-hotel
get-acquainted social hour with hors
d’oeuvres and refreshments will follow Saturday’s sessions.
The seminar will take place in the
DoubleTree by Hilton, 6505 Interstate 35 North, in Austin. The Austin Church of God and Dan Girouard
are our local hosts.
For reservations call toll-free 1-800347-0330 or visit a special website
that the DoubleTree by Hilton and
the Austin Church of God have developed just for us: http://tinyurl.com/
austinconference.
You are cordially invited to attend
and join with us in honoring Yehovah
and our Savior, Jesus Christ.
—Ken Westby
acd@Godward.org
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Where Is the...

True Church today?
Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

“THE TIME HAS COME, THE DAY DRAWS NEAR . . . WRATH
IS ON THEIR WHOLE MULTITUDE!” (Ezekiel 7:12)
Dear Brethren,
he Almighty God makes known there is
an exact ‘TIMETABLE’ given throughout
many Scriptures that speak of the endtime prophecies to be fulfilled. This is very
important for our needed understanding, for it
enables one not only to understand their
Timing but how the prophecies will affect you
and me.
God had the end in mind with its appointed
times when He created mankind, as can be seen
from Genesis through Revelation.
Isaiah 46:9-11: “Remember the former
things of old (Biblical history), for I am
GOD (EL), and there is NO OTHER (ELOHIM); I am GOD (ELOHIM) and there is NONE
like ME. Declaring the END from the
beginning, and from ANCIENT TIMES things
that are NOT yet done, saying, ‘My counsel
shall stand, and I will do ALL My pleasure. . . .”
God’s apostle made known numerous times
this age belongs to Satan the devil and has a
time allotment of 6,000 years. This has been
determined by the pattern of the Seven Day
Week (Genesis 1 and 2): six days for Satan’s
reign over this world; and the Seventh Day picturing the 1,000 year millennial reign of Jesus
Christ (II Peter 3:8).
When we consider all of the prophesied
events to occur from Genesis to Revelation,
and how they have to all fit within the 6,000
year time frame, then we can realize God had
an exact Time Table for all of the prophecies to take place (Daniel 8:19; Habakkuk 2:2-3).
In past years some brilliant
minds, including some in the ministry, tried hard through chronology to know the exact years of the
timing of God’s complete plan,
but He has so concealed the timing of historic events of the past
almost 6,000 years, the exact
years of this age, and the coming
of Jesus Christ, eluded them.
When viewing God’s Creation
and the DNA in all of it, it should be
realized nothing is too great for the
awesome Mind and Power of the
Almighty God!
Psalm 147:4: “He counts the NUMBER of
stars; He calls them all by name. Great is
our LORD, and MIGHTY in power; His
understanding is infinite.”
Psalm 139:17-18: “How precious are
Your thoughts to me, O GOD! How great
is the sum of them! If I should count
them, they would be more in NUMBER
than the sand; when I am awake, I am
still with You.”
A TIME TO BE BORN—Ecclesiastes 3:1-2:
There was the Time when all of God’s Elect were
to be born, including Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, as with Jeremiah (1:4-5), Josiah (340
years before he was to reign, and named, I
Kings 13:1-2; II Kings 22:1; 23:16-17), Cyrus
(177 years before he was prophesied to reign,
and named, Ezra 1:1; Isaiah 44:28), John the
baptizer, Jesus Christ, etc. Each one of the Elect
was known by God, not only before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4), but before

T

creation, meaning before time began (Titus 1:2;
II Timothy 1:9).
The 70 Weeks Prophecy—Daniel 9:2427: The beginning of this prophecy was 457 B.C.
(see Experimental Commentary). This prophecy made known the exact year when the Messiah would be baptized, receive God’s Holy
Spirit, begin His ministry, when He would be
crucified and die, (how long He would be in the
tomb, Matthew 12:38-40), the ending of the
sacrifices at that time, and the year of the captivity of Jerusalem (70 A. D.).
King David—Psalm 139:13-18 “. . . For
You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb; I will
praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made, marvelous are Your
works, and that my soul KNOWS very well.
My frame (bone structure) was NOT hidden
from You, when I was made in secret
(inside the womb), and skillfully wrought
in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes
saw my substance being yet unformed.
And in Your Book they were all written,
the days FASHIONED for me, when as YET
there were none.”
Soncino Commentary: “Your Book”—
‘It is now considered that we have here the doctrine of predestination, God has a BOOK in which
is recorded against each person, from the
embryo state, the number of days which would
be lived.’
The Vision Given to Abram—Genesis
15:13-14: Consider the dream, and afterwards, in which God made known to
Abraham that his descendants would
be strangers in a land not their own
for 400 years (a round number)
and would become slaves to
them: The timing began at that
very time in 1917 B. C. when
Abram was 991⁄2 years old, and
ended exactly as was foretold
when Israel left Egypt in 1487
B.C.—a difference of 430 years.
Exodus 12:40-41: Now the
sojourn of the children of
Israel who lived in Egypt was
430 years. And it came to pass at
the end of the 430 years—“on that
very same day”—it came to pass that
all the armies of the LORD went out from
the land of Egypt.
Prophecies of the End-Time—Soon we
will come to the Time when Christ will make
possible the prophesied Sacrificial Offerings to
begin by the Jewish religious leaders in
Jerusalem after their reconstruction of the
Temple. One can then know how other endtime prophecies will coincide and some even
dovetail with each other; they will then begin
the count to the time of the return of Jesus
Christ and the end of the 6,000 years allotted to
Satan the devil and this age.
This will be determined at the Time when
the Sacrifices will be Taken Away by the False
Prophet (Daniel 12:11, 12; Revelation 11:1518). Both the 1290 and 1335 day periods end
with the return of Jesus Christ; and each period begins with a significant event (GN 8/87,
page 7).
There is no direct indication of how long the

Sacrifices will be offered, but they are to be
abolished 1150 days (Daniel 8:13-14) by the
Pope (GN 6/60). Gentiles will tread down
Jerusalem 1260 days (Revelation 11:2), a period which includes 1150 days. It is also the Time
of the Two Witnesses who will witness 1260
days (Revelation 11:3-12).
CAUTION—II Thessalonians 2:4 “Let no
one deceive you by any means for that
Day (coming of Jesus Christ, verse 1) will not
come UNLESS (or, until) the Falling Away
comes ‘FIRST’ (first time: 1995; second time:
complete, Daniel 12:7; to be followed later by)
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of
perdition (destruction) who opposes and
exalts himself above all that is called God
or that is worshipped, so that he sits as
God in the Temple of God, showing himself (to be) as God.”
Temple—Daniel 11:31 “And forces
(armies) shall be mustered (gathered) by
him (beast and false prophet), and he
shall DEFILE the Sanctuary Fortress (Temple), then they shall TAKE AWAY the daily
sacrifices and PLACE THERE the abomination of desolation.”
The Time to Flee—Matthew 24:15-16
“Therefore when you see the abomination (that causes) of desolation, spoken of
by Daniel the prophet standing in the
Holy Place . . . then let those who are in
Judea FLEE to the mountains.”
God’s Elect will then be in Judea (Jeremiah
51:50), and ONLY the faithful and true people of
God and Jesus Christ will be there; all others
will then experience the horrors of the
Great Tribulation! Scripture reveals only the
truly converted, the wise, and knowledgeable
people of God will understand all these things:
THE WISE AND KNOWLEDGEABLE—Daniel
12:3 “Those who are WISE shall shine like
the brightness of the firmament, and
those who TURN many to righteousness
like the stars forever and ever.”
NOTE: “They who are wise . . .” The Hebrew verb shows action. Here it means—“They
shall WARN, or they will admonish.” What
shines is the WARNING they give. In effect verse
3 says—those who give INSIGHT into THE TRUTH
of God and in the process WARN people about
the consequences of disobedience to God, are
going to be in the First Resurrection.”
LAODICEA—Daniel 12:10 “Many shall be
purified, made white (in the Great
Tribulation), but the wicked shall (continue) do wickedly; and NONE of the
wicked shall understand, but the WISE
(and knowledgeable) shall understand.”
Jesus Christ will continue to use His human
instrument, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, via his
Recorded Works on our 14 websites, WARNING
of the Horrors soon to come on all those who
refuse to obey Christ in all areas after the door
closes (Revelation 3:7-8).

Afterwards, Christ will use His faithful and
true shepherd, whoever he might be at the time,
to sound the WARNING that it is Time to Flee—
just before the Nuclear Calamity strikes His
people Israel:
Amos 3:7: “Surely the Lord God does
NOTHING, ‘UNLESS’ He reveals His secret to
His servants the prophets. A lion has
ROARED (the imminent threat of nuclear war)!
Who will NOT hear (very few today)? The
Lord GOD has spoken! Who (whoever God
is using at the time) can but prophesy?”
Aside from these writings that have appeared
in this publication for about 10 years, not missing one to my knowledge, who else is trying to
get OFF-TRACK MEMBERS to return to the FULLNESS OF THE TRUTH as Restored and Taught by
Jesus Christ through His late apostle (Jude
1:3)? Who Else—besides me? I know of no one!
It is an actual Scriptural fact that God only
uses ‘ONE MAN’ at a time in His leadership of the
Church of God and His Work! This can be
attested to by the One Man Jesus Christ used in
this end-time as His apostle and Elijah, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong, and no other?
Time is rapidly running out for America and Britain, and the Church of God,
for the end is now virtually in sight—
and only a few are AWAKE to the Prophetic Events that are even now taking
place; others do not seem to care!
Will you and I be counted worthy to escape
when that very small window of opportunity,
perhaps 30 days, opens just before the modern
day Titus (Beast) with his enormous armies
begin their Nuclear Attack, and conquer the
House of Joseph? (Hosea 5:7; 8:1; Luke 21:36;
Revelation 18:4).
‘A WAKE UP Call’ to the conditions of these
coming terrible Prophetic Times is now
being made before it comes to be too late!
Hopefully, all will come to see who are in
churches with unconverted ministers, and
apostate ministers—men who have rejected
Christ by going OFF-TRACK from His true doctrinal teachings in part or in whole by choosing
to follow the Satanic teachings of the
Apostate Pastor General, and get back ONTRACK! Remember: “God’s eyes are upon
the TRUTH” (Jeremiah 5:2; John 17:17;
Matthew 4:4).
PROPHETIC OVERVIEW—In this letter, I
have given a brief OVERVIEW of the very endtime prophecies that will soon be unfolding
before all of us. The Time for action is now!
Please get back on-track! Please—do NOT
wait, for soon it will be too late to be PROTECTED from their fulfillment! However, as always,
the decision is yours to make; no one else can
do it for you or me (I Corinthians 11:31; Deuteronomy 30:15-19).
Your caring and entreating friend and servant in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior,
—Don Billingsley
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near; . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet BEFORE the coming
of the great and dreadful Day of the LORD” (Malachi 4:5).
By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley,
Church of God, Faithful Flock

I

“Zerubbabel”

n the end-time book of Zechariah we find this little
understood prophecy about Zerubbabel, a specially
chosen human instrument who would be used by
Jesus Christ to not only lay the foundation of the
Spiritual Temple, God’s Church, but also use him to
complete it by the Work he would be used by Jesus
Christ to do in the end-time just as the apostles Peter and
others were used to lay the foundation of the Church in
31 A.D.
Scripture reveals Zerubbabel was a real life human
being who was chosen and used by God in ancient Israel
to join Joshua and Haggai in rebuilding the Temple of
God; but Zechariah’s prophecy is also an end-time
prophetic book that reveals there would be the spiritual
type—
Haggai 2:23: “In that day,” says the LORD of
hosts, “I will make you Zerubbabel like a signet
ring; for I have CHOSEN you,”
says the LORD of hosts.
A specially chosen Zerubbabel
for the end-time; a man who would
be a human instrument in the
hands of Jesus Christ to build and
complete the Spiritual Temple, just
as He had sent the end-time Elijah
in the Spirit and power of the
ancient Elijah to restore all things
(Malachi 4:4-6; Matthew 17:10-11;
Luke 1:17). —This chosen human
instrument would fulfill a triple
Spiritual role in the finishing process of this glorious Temple: Zerubbabel, Elijah, and an Apostle.
The Apostles Peter and Paul
clearly define the Spiritual Temple as being the Church of the living God of the end-time:
I Peter 2:5, 9: “You also as
living stones, are being BUILT
UP a Spiritual House (Temple),
a holy priesthood . . . you are a CHOSEN generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special
people . . .”
Ephesians 2:19-22: “Now, therefore, you are no
longer strangers and foreigners . . . members of
the Household of God having been BUILT on the
FOUNDATION of the apostles and prophets, Jesus
Christ Himself being the chief corner stone in
whom the whole building, being FITTED TOGETHER
GROWS into a holy Temple in the LORD, in whom
you also are being BUILT TOGETHER for a dwelling
place of God in the Spirit.”
Who was this human man? This is a question the
corporate Churches of God for the most part do not
want to even think about, let alone seriously ponder, for
they are afraid of the real answer. Those who do agree to
the answer do not want to carry it through to its fullest
meaning.
The Scriptural answer to this question has a direct
bearing on the true and faithful Elect of God’s true
Church and the Work of it; and the man Christ would
use with the completion of the living stones in the build-

ing of the Spiritual Temple—a completion that in reality
began with Christ and the early apostles and prophets of
old (Matthew 16:18).
This man was called to begin THIS WORK and the BUILDING of the Church in 1934—opening his eyes to the truth of
God as one wakened out of the darkness of sleep (Mystery
of the Ages, pages 15-17, Mr. Armstrong).
Zechariah 4:1-3: “The angel who talked with me
came back and ‘WOKE ME’ as a man wakened from
sleep. He said to me, “What do you see?” And I
answered, “I see A LAMPSTAND of solid gold (The
Philadelphia Era of God’s true Church), with a bowl (filled
with OIL, symbolic of God’s Holy Spirit, Matthew 25:3-9), on
top of it.”
Zechariah 4:6-10: “This is the word of the LORD
to Zerubbabel: Not by might nor by power, but by
My Spirit,’ says the LORD of hosts. Who are you,
O great mountain (Revived Roman Empire)?
Before (in the path of) Zerubbabel (Jeremiah 51:25), you
shall (be turned into) become a plain! For he shall
bring forth the CAPSTONE; (preparing the way for the
coming of Jesus Christ; as did John prepare the way for the coming of the Messiah, Malachi 3:1, to become the chief corner
stone) with shouts of ‘Grace,
grace to it!’ ”
Zechariah 4:8-9: “Moreover the word of the LORD
came to me, saying: “The
hands of Zerubbabel have
laid the foundation of this
Temple; his hands shall also
FINISH IT (Christ reactivating the
Recorded Works of His late apostle,
Zerubabbel, Habakkuk 1:5;2:2; 3:2;
Isaiah 29:14). Then you will
(come to) KNOW that the LORD
of hosts has sent Me to you.
For who has DESPISED (Hebrew—SCORNED) the day of small things (beginnings:
Hebrew—poverty, slender resources, as Gideon)? For these
seven (angels) rejoice to see the plumb line in the
hand of Zerubbabel. They are the EYES of the
LORD, which SCAN to and fro throughout the
whole earth.”
This very special man of God would be raised up
before the close of this age by Jesus Christ. He would be
used by Jesus Christ in the beginning Work of Jesus
Christ, and also would be used by Him to complete the
Work, even though there would be a time lapse in
between the two periods of time just as it was with the
original Zerubbabel who was a prototype of the one of
the end-time.
Regardless of the “denials,” or, “I don’t know,” whatever
to the contrary, the honest and unbiased person would
have to admit no one else has been used by Jesus Christ
to fulfill the office of the end-time Zerubbabel but Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong. It should also be remembered
that all of the teachings the corporate Churches once
learned as students in the three Ambassador Colleges;
they were taught by Christ from the teachings of this one
man, directly or indirectly!
The WORK of God—Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong was
used by Jesus Christ during his lifetime ministry from 1934
to the time of his death in 1986. Not willing to use an apostate pastor general to continue His Work, Jesus Christ
temporally closed the door to His Work at that time, and
did not reopen it until the Passover season in 2006!
Jesus Christ then began using Websites to carry the

‘Recorded Works’ of Mr. Armstrong to the world—using
the very same Zerubbabel, Elijah, His Apostle, though
now dead, to finish the work of building the Spiritual
Temple.
And because of their faithfulness and loyalty to Jesus
Christ and His TRUE TEACHINGS, as taught by Mr. Herbert
W. Armstrong, the Zerubbabel of this end-time, the
Spiritual Temple, the Elect of His faithful and true
Church, will shortly be going to the place of refuge (Revelation 3:7-13), leaving behind the Laodicean and Sardis
members to endure the horrors that are even now beginning to fall on the House of Joseph and this world
(Revelation 3:14-22).
QUESTION—Will YOU be numbered among those
who will be counted worthy to escape and later stand before the glorified Jesus Christ at His coming (Luke 21:36)?
You can come to know by having a right and close relationship with God and Jesus Christ—and by coming to
be part of the Congregation of the Philadelphia Church
Era that Jesus Christ is now using to complete His Work
and true teachings—that is going through the Door that
is yet OPEN (Revelation 3:7-8). Time is running out and is of
the essence!
Are YOU ‘AWAKE’ and of God’s Faithful Elect?
How do you know? Check it out by prayerfully
studying what Christ says of the Laodicean
Church Era and compare it with the Philadelphia
Era, the ‘LAMPSTAND of solid gold’, Revelation 3:722. Your life could depend on it!
The MYSTERY OF THE AGES
Jesus Christ led His apostle and the promised Elijah—
His teacher—to write the last book of his life, THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES, to be A REMINDER of all of the doctrinal
teachings Christ RESTORED within His Church through
him. By the use of this original unedited book with the
Holy Bible, His people should be enabled to recognize
the strong deception that is now on His Church by Satan
the devil and keep themselves from it.
The Philadelphia Remnant
To be kept informed from a Biblical perspective the
meaning of the continued record breaking disasters in
the nations of Israel and other major problems that are
now coming closer together we offer freely a subscription to our magazine. It can also be read on our website
(www.cog-ff.com).
The Three Elijahs
The book of The Three Elijahs has been updated and
completed. It can now be read on our website
(www.cog-ff.com) or downloaded from it. This book
makes known how these Three Men were used by God
to perform basically the same responsibilities and for the
same reasons.
God had ample reason for these three men to have the
same name as Elijah. And though John and Mr. Armstrong had their own names, they were “. . . to go forth
before Him (Jesus Christ) in the spirit and power of
Elijah” (Luke 1:16-17). The identity of the end-time
Elijah is established with Biblical proof and by his fruits.
The quotes and pictures above are intended for educational purposes only. Entire
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What Is God’s Holy Spirit?
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

T

he Apostle Paul defined God’s “Holy Spirit”
in this way, “For God has NOT given us [you]
the spirit of fear; but of POWER and of LOVE and
of a SOUND MIND” (II Timothy 1:7). Humans
worship God (out of fear)
just as Israel did at Mount Sinai.
Fearing God is good because it is
“the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10). Isaiah said, “Seek
you the LORD while he may be
found” (Isaiah 55:6). It is the reason God told Moses to be “the
mediator” between Himself and
The People of God.
God told Moses that Israel
was right when Israel said they Art Mokarow
did not know who God really
was (Exodus 19-23). Having God’s Holy Spirit creates an opposite result: “There is no fear in love; but
PERFECT LOVE CASTS OUT FEAR: because fear has torment. HE that FEARS is NOT MADE PERFECT IN LOVE” (I
John 4:18).
God’s “spirit” gives three attributes: (1) Power, (2)
Love and (3) A Sound Mind. God’s Holy Spirit gives
God’s “perfect love.” When an individual receives
God’s “spirit,” along with it comes “love,” which
casts out the very “fear” that brought them to God.
“The Holy Spirit” is all of “God’s Almighty Power,”
being “El Shaddai—The Almighty One.”
You now have two definitions with one more
explanation to come as to what The Holy Spirit can do
for you. The Third Attribute will give you “a sound
mind.” “God’s power, love and sound mind” are what
defines God’s Holy Spirit—scripturally.
Do you fully understand God’s power, love and
sound mind? You need to Biblically define each of
God’s “talents.” “Talents” in Greek refer to “God’s
assets” or “money,” which allows individuals to buy
what they want. Scripturally, a Christian can increase
their talents to receive Eternity. God’s Holy Spirit
grants gifts, because all mankind has been redeemed
by Christ’s “blood.” All talents given to mankind are
God’s “heavenly blessings.”
These “heavenly blessings,” given through Jesus
Christ, are coming directly from God: “Blessed [happy]
be the God and Father of our Lord [Master] Jesus
Christ, who has blessed us [you] [from God] with all
spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ”
(Ephesians 1:3). These are all God’s “spiritual blessings” by His Holy Spirit. God and His Holy Spirit are
“one and the same.” That is just what Jesus said, “That
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they all may be one; as you, Father, are in me and I in
you, that they [The Disciples] also [and the world] may
be one in us [you]: that the world may believe [faith]
that you have sent me” (John 17:21). Wow!
One more surprise to go: “Sanctify [make holy—
real] them through your truth [sound mind]: your
word is truth” (John 17:17). This was not Christ’s
“word” but The Word of God. This Word of God was
a “gift” to His Son, as well.
God’s Voice
Gods “words” are His VERY WORDS—not another
person’s words and definitely not The Words of
Christ. Does scripture prove that God’s “voice”
speaks about His very power? Christ plainly said to
live by every Word of God—not every “word of
Christ” (Matthew 4:4). Who does “the speaking”? Is
it through Christ or through true Christians, so everyone can be “One”? “Wherefore as the HOLY GHOST
[Spirit] SAID, Today if you will HEAR HIS VOICE, Harden
not your hearts [desire], as in the provocation [temptation], in the day of temptation in the wilderness”
(Hebrews 3:7-8).
“The Holy Spirit” is “God’s very voice” speaking
through Christ and those led by His “spirit.” Only
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God’s Holy Spirit gives “a sound mind” to “True
Christians” who want to follow God.
A person’s “desires of the heart” seems to cause all
the problems. Too many want to be “right” (like Job)
rather than learning what is truly “right” from The
Word of God, “Through desire a man, HAVING SEPARATED HIMSELF, seeks and intermeddles [confuses]
with ALL WISDOM” (Proverbs 18:1). When you side
with man you are not on God’s side.
Quite simple! If you desire anything “more than
God,” you have a personal idol—and that idol (far too
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will make all my goodness pass before you [Moses]
and I will proclaim the name of the LORD [JHVH]
many times) may be “you.” You regard yourself as
before you and will be gracious to whom I will be gra“something special,” especially if you have an “ego” or
cious and will show mercy on whom I will show
are handsome, beautiful, powerful, intelligent, a hero in
mercy” (Exodus 33:19). How did God reveal Himself
sports, a politician, a business leader or wealthy.
to Moses (Exodus 33:19)? That was God’s Holy Spirit
An example might be Job or Satan who each
speaking: “And he said, I beseech [begged] you, show
thought more of themselves than they should have. Job
me your glory” (Exodus 38:18). Moses saw God’s
had no business telling God (because of his human
back, which manifested God’s “glory” and all God’s
interpretation) that he could compare his human mind
goodness—His Holy Spirit.
to God’s mind. Job did not understand about the greatGod’s “spirit” emanates from God’s bosom (interness of God (Job 42:1-3). Humans have a perpetual
nal) (John 1:18): “And the Word [God’s Glory] was
problem—“thinking they are always right” or they
made flesh [human Jesus] and dwelt among us [you],
know better than the other person. Finally, Job learned
and we beheld his glory, the glory [God’s goodness]
his lesson and repented (Job 42:6).
as of THE ONLY BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER [God],) full of
Unless you read every word of God on a particular
grace and truth” (John 1:14).
subject and find no contradictions, only then have you
The “word” was not
found “the truth.” Satan,
Christ, The Son of Man.
in the wilderness, conHumans
have
a
perpetual
problem,
“The word” was all The
stantly and accurately
thinking
they
are
always
right
or
they
Father’s GLORY and all of
quoted scripture. Satan
His GOODNESS, which was
challenged Jesus: “If you
know better than the other person.
His Holy Spirit. That is
be the Son of God, com“The Spirit” Christ had
mand that these stones be
made bread” (Matthew 4:3). BUT HE DID NOT USE ALL from His physical birth, “for he whom God has sent
[God’s Holy Spirit] speaks the words of God: for God
OF GOD’S “WORDS” ON THE SUBJECT. The devil told
gives not the Spirit [Holy Spirit] by measure [in part to
Him if He were The Son of God to make bread out of
stones. He knew John the Baptist quoted scripture: him—human Christ] to him” (John 3:34).
It cannot be clearer. Christ was a human through
“For I say to you, that God is able of these stones to
raise up children to Abraham” (Matthew 3:9). That is birth by Mary as a Son of Man. God’s Holy Spirit
given to Christ at birth is what made Him God’s First
why Jesus told Satan that eating bread (after fasting
for forty days) is not important, but to acquire “the Begotten Son. Christ proved by living every Word of
truth” demands or commands you live by every Word God “in faith”—He was The Messiah sent by God
(Revelation 1:5).
of God. Quite clear!
He was The Word of God sent from heaven by
The Holy Spirit is all God “is” or “can be”—He is
“The I Am.” The Holy Spirit is God literally, “who was God’s Holy Spirit as The Apostle from heaven
(Hebrews 3:1). It was The Holy Spirit which is God’s
in the past or will be in the future.” The Holy Spirit is
“voice” and speaks every Word of God. This was
“all” of God’s power, love and sound mind. The Holy
“The Glory of God” so God can be “All In All” (I
Spirit as God’s “voice” leads you to His “truth” which
Corinthians 15:28). You have God’s promise and that
is all of God’s “glory” and “goodness.”
Moses never “saw” God or spoke to God on Mount promise will never be broken.
Are you allowing God to send His Holy Spirit to
Sinai when God gave The Commandments (had Moses
help you become a Son of God? God’s promises can
seen God he would have been burned to ashes). What
be depended on while mankind’s promises swing back
Moses saw was God’s “glory” which is more than
God’s “thoughts.” It is all of God’s “glory” and good- and forth.
No one can be assured of a man’s or a woman’s
ness, “And he said, YOU CANNOT SEE MY FACE: FOR
promise but God can be relied on. There is no greater
THERE SHALL NO MAN SEE AND LIVE” (Exodus 33:20).
assurance than The Promises of God.
Here is what Moses saw: “And he [Holy Spirit] said, I
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Biblical History
DATE: Saturday & Sunday, June 30–July 1, 2012
PLACE:

Townsend Inn

Saturday Agenda:

100 Townsend, Birmingham, Mich. (Detroit suburb)
TIME: 12:00 Noon–5:00 P.M. (with free lunch)
_______________

Ron Moseley speaking
on The Language of Yeshua
Paid-for Lunch Art Mokarow
speaking on Every Word of God
Salon III & IV Meeting Room

http://www.townsendhotel.com/parking-directions.html#maps

★ ★ ★ FREE LUNCH FOR ALL! ★ ★ ★
Meeting Room: Salon III & IV, Townsend Inn
Free parking on Sunday: Garage, Lots and Meters

NO COST! ADVANCE
REGISTRATION REQUIRED
Please register early so we can
get a count for lunch and room setup

Sunday Agenda:

Registration Contacts
George Koory, 43510 Colonial Dr.,
Clinton Twp., MI 48036; 586-996-5240,
cj-gnk@sbcglobal.net
Don Kylman, PO Box 37,
Onondaga, MI 49264, 517-569-2922,
don/kylman@gmail.com
Bob Williams, 1310 S. Lakeshore Rd.,
Carsonville, MI 48419, 810-622-8434,
bobandgeorgia@att.net

Ron Moseley speaking on Hebraic
Insights into the New Testament
Paid-for lunch Art Mokarow
speaking on Biblical History
Salon III & IV Meeting Room

End-Time Church
any years ago a young minister, looking directly to Jesus Christ and His
word and the pattern of the New
Testament Church, wrote . . .

M

“All authority . . . is limited solely to each
congregation. But there is NO BIBLE
AUTHORITY for a supergovernment, or organization with authority over the local congregations! . . .
“Jesus called them unto him, and saith
unto them, Ye know that they which are accounted to RULE over the Gentiles exercise
lordship over them; and their great ones
exercise AUTHORITY upon them. But so shall it
NOT be among you” (Mark 10:42).
“. . . Those who are IN, and MEMBERS of
such an organized church government, submitting to doctrines declared by unscriptural
boards as a fellowship test, are IN BABYLON,
and actually worshippers of THE IMAGE OF THE
BEAST! And God is calling us, HIS people OUT of
BABYLON today, before it is too late . . .”
“Brethren, let us have the courage to
accept the TRUTH, and to COME OUT!”
LOCAL

—Herbert W Armstrong
The Good News, April 1939

e went on to explain that the prophet Ezekiel’s message was for Israel today, and
much of it about the End-Time, and the Temple,
His Church, Ezekiel 9:4, 6. ‘And the LORD said
unto him, Go through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark
upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and
that cry for all the abominations that be done in

H

the midst thereof. And to the others he said in
mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city,
and smite: let not your eye spare, neither have
ye pity: Slay utterly old and young, both maids,
and little children, and women: but come not
near any man upon whom is the mark; and
begin at my sanctuary. Then they began at the
ancient men which were before the house.’
Just a few verses earlier, Ezekiel had predicted what would happen in his End-Time Temple,
the Church of God, chapter 8:3-6,
‘And he put forth the form of an hand, and
took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up between the earth and the heaven, and
brought me in the visions of God to Jerusalem, to
the door of the inner gate that looketh toward
the north; where was the seat of the image of
jealousy, which provoketh to jealousy. And,
behold, the glory of the God of Israel was there,
according to the vision that I saw in the plain.
Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up
thine eyes now the way toward the north. So I
lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north,
and behold northward at the gate of the altar
this image of jealousy in the entry. He said furthermore unto me, Son of man, seest thou what
they do? even the great abominations that the
house of Israel committeth here, that I should go
far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet
again, and thou shalt see greater abominations.’
We all saw this fulfilled when the idol of hierarchy brought about the destruction of the
Worldwide Church of God, but the lesson was
not learned, and sadly it has been erected again

in almost all splinters of the parent church.
Many have good fruits, some with exceptional
magazines that cannot be faulted, but look
closely and there in the background looms the
same dark image that is only revealed when
something in the Bible is found to contradict
their published beliefs.
Then, the idol of hierarchy or oligarchy
moves, and church numbers, income and, yes,
dominion, are placed before Bible truth, and
time and again God’s word is stifled, just as
HWA found with COG 7th Day.
It is for that reason that today many of God’s
people are found widely scattered as individuals
or small independent groups who look directly
to Christ rather than some organisation. Once
again God has turned away from those who
have lost their first love of His word and look
instead to a President or Council of men, to tell
them what to believe, and who are shocked to
find some who look directly to the Bible, determined to be faithful to Christ, Revelation 14:1-4,
‘And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the
mount Sion, and with him an hundred forty and
four thousand, having his Father’s name written
in their foreheads. And I heard a voice from
heaven, as the voice of many waters, and as the
voice of a great thunder: and I heard the voice
of harpers harping with their harps: And they
sung as it were a new song before the throne,
and before the four beasts, and the elders: and
no man could learn that song but the hundred
and forty and four thousand, which were
redeemed from the earth. These are they which

were not defiled with women; for they are virgins. These are they which follow the Lamb
whithersoever he goeth. These were redeemed
from among men, being the firstfruits unto God
and to the Lamb.’
Only 144,000 will stand that day on the Sea
of Glass after taking their Father-in-Laws name
in that marriage ceremony with Jesus Christ and
they are those who fled from the idolatry of the
image and look to the pattern of the early New
Testament Church, Revelation 15:2,
‘And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled
with fire: and them that had gotten the victory
over the beast, and over his image, and over his
mark, and over the number of his name, stand
on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.’
It is within these scattered groups and individuals that God has revealed the need to return
to the True Holy Days which were kept by Jesus
Christ and the Jews of His day, for they need ask
no-one’s permission once they understand the
sheer simplicity of God’s instructions.
Don’t be discouraged from facing this subject by a fear that it is too complicated. Only
men have set out to make it complicated to
maintain control over their followers. God’s instructions are so simple that a small child can
easily understand them and you can too by
viewing a film which shows the whole enjoyable
process shot in the very places where it occurred
each year in Israel 2000 years ago. To view this
vital and informative film, see the Web address
and instructions at the bottom of this page.

http://ozwitness.net/
Click on the ‘Media’ tab, or for printable documents choose ‘God’s Calendar’
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The Key of Knowledge
And the Curse of the Disease of
Craving Dominion Over Another
Happy Sabbath! • May 6, 2000
abibofgod.com

Our Peace We Give to You

T

oday is May 6, 2000. It’s
the first day of God’s second month. It’s the second
complete Sabbath of seven in our count to Pentecost this year, to the Feast of Firstfruits or
Feast of Weeks. The earth is bringing forth
new life here in Kendall, N.Y. The cherry,
apple, and peach blossoms have been out
for a short while. Summer is on its way
(regardless of the summer solstice being a
month and a half away), and the farmers
are out planting their fields. It’s a time of a
new life and rejuvenation, a wonderful
simple pattern which God has placed in the
physical creation.
With this as our setting, we’re going to
review our understanding of the key of
knowledge as described by Christ and its
central tenant or lesson for those in the
body of Christ.
In Luke 11:52 we read a very direct
indictment by Christ: “Woe to you lawyers for you have taken away the key of
knowledge. You did not enter in yourself,
and those who are entering in you hindered.”
This simple scripture contains so much
information for us that it could be difficult
to find a starting point to begin with. It is
clear to discern that Christ is telling us
here that there is a key of knowledge
which is required to open something up, a
door to somewhere or something, and that
there are some who will not have it and
actually prevent others from getting it.
I asked myself, at one time, what key?
Key here is #2807 kleis, Strong’s says
“from #2808, a key, a shutting lock, literally or figuratively, and is translated as
key.”
Here in Luke 11:52, Christ identifies it
specifically as “the key of knowledge.”
Knowledge here is #1108 gnosis, “from
#1097, knowing as in the act, i.e. by
implication, knowledge.”
Vine’s says of it, of gnosis, “a noun,
primarily a seeking to know, an inquiry,
investigation, akin to ginosko #1097, to be
taking in knowledge, to come to knowledge, recognize, or understand. Denotes,
in the New Testament, knowledge, especially of spiritual truth.”
So in Luke 11:52, we see Christ is telling
these lawyers that they have taken away the
key of knowledge, or a seeking to know, an
inquiry, or investigation of spiritual truth as
to how to enter into the kingdom.

So who are these lawyers? Let’s identify the players here.
Lawyers here is #3544 nomikos “from
#3551, according or pertaining to law.
Strong’s says, i.e. legal, as a noun, an
expert in the Mosaic law, and it’s translated about the law, or lawyer.”
Vine’s says of nomikos, “an adjective,
learned in the law. It’s used as a noun, a
lawyer, in Matt. 22:35, Luke 7:30; 10:25,
11:45-46, 52; 14:3, Titus 3:13, where
Zenas is so named as there is no evidence
that he was one skilled in Roman jurisprudence; the term may be regarded in the
usual New Testament sense as applying to
one skilled in the Mosaic law.”
So these lawyers Christ was addressing
were the Scribes. The Scribes were, and
never forget this, the official, doctrinal

said to Him, Teacher, by saying these
things, you reproach us also. (No kidding.)
Then He said woe to you also you lawyers
for you load men with burdens hard to
bear and you yourselves do not touch the
burdens with one of your fingers. Woe to
you! For you build the tombs of the
prophets and your fathers killed them.
“In fact, you bear witness that you
approve the deeds of your fathers; for they
indeed killed them and you build their
tombs. Therefore, the wisdom of God also
said, I will send them prophets and apostles and of them they will kill and persecute, that the blood of all the prophets
which was shed from the foundation of
the world may be required of this generation (Why is that? Because Christ was
going to die in that generation. He was

Those who are proclaimed to be learned
of the law have taken away that which
unlocks the way to the truth of God.
mouthpieces of the Pharisees.
In verse 37 through 54, He gives a
scathing rebuke to them as a whole. Luke
11:37-54:
“And as He spoke a certain Pharisee
asked Him to dine with him. So He went
in and sat down to eat. And when the
Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had
not first washed before dinner. (That was
one of their traditions.)
“But the Lord said to him, now you
Pharisees make the outside of the cup and
dish clean, but your inward part is full of
greed and wickedness. Foolish ones! Did
not He who made the outside, make the
inside also? But rather give alms of such
things as you have; then indeed, all things
are clean to you.
“But woe to you Pharisees! For you
tithe mint and rue, and all manner of
herbs, and pass by justice and the love of
God. These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone. Woe to you
Pharisees! For you love the best seats in
the synagogues and greetings in the marketplace. Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you are like graves,
which are not seen and the men who walk
over are not aware.
“Then one of the lawyers answered and
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going to shed his blood) from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who perished between the altar and the temple.
“Yes I say to you, it shall be required of
this generation. Woe to you lawyers! For
you have taken away the key of knowledge. You did not enter in yourselves, and
those who are entering in, you hindered.
And as He said these things to them, the
Scribes and the Pharisees began to assail
vehemently, and to cross-examine Him
about many things, lying in wait for Him,
and seeking to catch Him in something He
might say that they might accuse Him.”
Is that not a typical lawyer, political,
muckity-muck response. Nothing has
changed for these long-nosed parasites are
still prevalent today. Oh, no, I called them
a name! That can’t be very Christlike!
On the contrary, I have not called them a
name but in actuality named them for what
they are. That is exactly what Christ does
over and over in the scriptures. God names
things for what they are or do. That is a simple fact. We don’t play the juvenile game of
na, na, naaa, na, na of name-calling. We
name things for what they are, just like God
does, for we are to follow His example and
not that of the psychobabblers.
Christ did not mince any words here.

You can find a parallel account of them in
Matthew 23. My emphasis in all of this,
however, is not about who they were—for
we all know that answer—but what they
did that did not allow them to enter, and
what it was that prevented others from
entering, and their relationship to one
another. For when we understand this we
understand the pattern of deception that
Satan has in place even at this hour. It can
be summed up as the disease of dominion.
Here we see the Scribes, or those who
are proclaimed to be learned of the law,
the Torah, or in the language of today, the
fundamental truths of the Bible, who have
taken away that which unlocks the way to
the truth of God. Remember, it was these
Scribes and Pharisees who were the religious leaders of His day. On many occasions, He confronted them in front of
those they controlled.
Luke 20:45-47 is just one instance:
“Then in the hearing of all the people, He
said to His disciples, beware of the
scribes who desire to walk in long robes,
love greetings in the marketplaces (as in
Mr., Reverend, etc.), the best seats in the
synagogue and the best places at feasts;
who devour widows’ houses, and for a
pretense make long prayers. These will
receive greater condemnation.”
I think we understand who these folks
were and, for that matter, who their counterparts are today. They have a pattern of
use and abuse, which is very evident in
what they do, and Christ here in Luke 20,
and in many other places in the Bible,
tells us what to look for to identify them.
It is these people whom He fingers as
being responsible for keeping people
dumbed-down and ignorant of the knowledge of the truth. They lock up the way to
truth. Now, how do they do this? They
twist the scriptures!
Let’s take a look at Matthew 23. We’ve
spent a lot of time over the years in
Matthew 23, and we all are familiar with
it. But let’s look at it all the way through
to verse 28:
“Then Jesus spoke to the multitudes
and to His disciples (now, remember, here
He is once again talking to all these people in front of Him, which had not only
included His disciples, but included the
multitudes that had gathered to Him), saying, the Scribes and the Pharisees sit in
Moses’ seat. Therefore, whatever they tell
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you to observe, observe and do. But do
not do according to their works, for they
say, and do not do for they bind heavy
burdens hard to bear and lay on men’s
shoulders, but they will not move them
with one of their fingers.
“But all these works they do to be seen
by men. They make their phylacteries
broad and enlarge the borders of their garments. They love the best places at feasts,
the best seats in the synagogues, greetings
in the marketplace and to be called by
men rabbi, rabbi (which is, as we know,
Mr. Mr., because rabbi means my master
and Mr. is the English abbreviation for
master). But you do not be called rabbi,
for one is your teacher, the Christ, and you
are all brethren.
“Do not call anyone on earth your
father, for one is your Father, He who is in
heaven. And do not be called teachers, for
one is your teacher, the Christ. But he who
is greatest among you shall be your servant, and whoever exalts himself will be
abased, and he who humbles himself will
be exalted.
“But woe to you Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, for you shut up the kingdom
of heaven against men. For you neither
go in, nor do you allow those who are
entering to go in. Woe to you Scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites, for you devour widows’ houses and for a pretense make long
prayers. Therefore you will receive
greater condemnation. Woe to you Scribes
and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you travel
land and sea to win one proselyte, and
when he is won, you make him twice as
much a son of Gehenna (‘hell’ or the
‘Lake of Fire’) as yourselves.
“Woe to you blind guides who say
whoever swears by the Temple, it is nothing, but whoever swears by the gold of the
Temple, he is obligated. Fools and blind,
for which is greater the gold or the Temple
that sanctifies the gold? And whoever
swears by the altar, it is nothing, but whoever swears by the gift that is on it, he is
obliged, or obligated. Fools and blind, for
which is greater the gift or the altar that
sanctifies the gift?
“Therefore, he who swears by the altar,
swears by it and by all things on it. He
who swears by the Temple, swears by it
and by Him who dwells in it. And he who
swears by heaven, swears by the throne of
God and by Him who sits on it.
“Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, for you pay tithe of mint and
anise and cummin, and have neglected the
weightier of the law: justice and mercy
and faith. These you ought to have done
without leaving the others undone. Blind
guides who strain out a gnat and swallow
a camel.
“Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites, for you cleanse the outside of
the cup and dish, but inside they are full of
extortion and self-indulgence. Blind
Pharisee, first cleanse the inside of the cup
and dish, that the outside of them may be
clean also. Woe to you Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for you are like whitewashed tombs, which indeed appear beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead

bones and all uncleanness. Even so, you
also outwardly appear righteous to men,
but inside you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness.”
No, that’s not mincing words, is it? He
lists one by one things that they do wrong
that they shouldn’t be doing. So just think:
Is it any wonder why He names them
what He does here? Christ is clearly
telling us their pattern of works. Does this
not sound very familiar and relate to our
very day as well?
Let’s look at John 8:37-45:
“I know that you are Abraham’s descendants, but you seek to kill me because
my word has no place in you. (Remember,
these are the people who espoused at the
time to be the teachers of God’s knowledge.) I speak what I have seen with My
Father and you do what you have heard
from your father.
“They answered and said to Him, Abraham is our father. Jesus said to them, if
you were Abraham’s children, you would
do the works of Abraham. But now you
seek to kill Me, a man who has told you
the truth, which I heard from God.
Abraham did not do this. You do the deeds
of your father.

couldn’t have been more insulted in any
other way: “Your father is the devil and
you function just like him.” They have
nothing to do with God. And they hear
what they do from their father the devil,
not from God. So they practice the things
that their father taught them.
What does the devil practice? We’re
going to find that out. Christ said they are
not able to listen to My word. Why?
Because they are too busy listening to
themselves after the pattern of their father
the devil. They felt they were the authority and nobody or nothing else counted.
Thus they rejected the commandments of
God for their own traditions or way of
doing things just like their father the devil
had. Monkey see, monkey do.
Matt. 15:7-9: “Hypocrites! Well did
Isaiah prophesy about you saying: These
people draw near to Me with their mouth
and honor Me with their lips, but their
heart is far from Me. And in vain they
worship Me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.”
Verses 1-9: “Then the Scribes and the
Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came
to Jesus saying, Why do your disciples
transgress the tradition of the elders? For

Traditions were used in place of the
word of God after the pattern Satan
used to pervert so many of the angels.
“Then they said to Him, we were not
born of fornication. We have one Father
God (this is just a fascinating exchange
going on here. Remember who these
muckity-mucks were. They were all
politicians at heart, and any good politician will get anything they deem as smut
on one who threatens or opposes them.
They were addressing Him because they
knew who His mother was and they knew
the circumstances surrounding His birth.
He was conceived prior to Mary and
Joseph being married).
“Jesus said to them, if God were your
Father, you would love Me for I proceeded forth and came from God. Nor have I
come of Myself, but He sent Me. Why do
you not understand My speech? Because
you are not able to listen to My word (the
Bible).
“You are of your father the devil, and
the desires of your father you want to do.
He was a murderer from the beginning
and does not stand in the truth because
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a
lie, he speaks from his own, for he is a liar
and the father of it. But because I tell the
truth, you do not believe Me. Which of
you convicts me of sin? And if I tell the
truth, why do you not believe me? He
who is of God, hears God’s words. Therefore, you do not hear because you are not
of God.”
Now, imagine this. These were the religious leaders of the day. The ones whom
all the people looked up to, to follow after.
And Christ just convicted them right here
based on what they did and said. They
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they do not wash their hands when they
eat bread. He answered and said to them,
Why do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your traditions. (Always remember this methodology that Christ used. He’d answer a question with a question.) For God commanded, saying, Honor your father and your
mother; and he who curses father or mother, let him be put to death. But you say,
whoever says to father or mother, whatever profit you might have received from me
has been dedicated (dedicated to what, the
Temple. That’s called corban), is released
from honoring his father or mother. Thus
you have made the commandment of God
of no effect by your tradition.
“Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy
about you saying: These people draw near
to Me with their mouth and honor Me with
their lips, but their heart is far from Me.
And in vain they worship Me, teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men.”
These were the teachers of the law!
These are the ones that Christ said had
closed up the kingdom. Not only to themselves, “they weren’t going in,” but to those
who were attempting to go in and unfortunately got tied up with them. He says that
these are the ones who have taken away
the key of knowledge. And how do they do
that? It’s going to be interesting to see the
scriptures clearly explain it.
Let’s look at Matt. 4:1-11 and see how
their father functions:
“Then Jesus was led up by the spirit
into the wilderness to be tempted by the
devil. And when He had fasted 40 days

and 40 nights, afterward He was hungry.
“Now, when the tempter came to Him,
he said, if You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread
(Satan knew who He was, so keep this in
mind). But He answered and said, it is
written, man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceeds from the
mouth of God. (Here Satan now thinks,
okay, I know what the word of God says
so let’s see what you know about it.)
“Then the devil took Him up into the
holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the
temple and said to Him, if you are the Son
of God, throw Yourself down. For it is
written: He shall give His angels charge
concerning You. Now, in their hands they
shall bear You up lest You dash Your foot
against a stone. (That is scripture quoted
accurately, isn’t it?)
“Jesus said to him, it is written again,
you shall not tempt the Lord your God.
Again the devil took Him up on an
exceedingly high mountain and showed
Him all the kingdoms of the world and
their glory. And he said to Him, all
these things I will give You if You will
fall down and worship me (all about
dominion).
“Then Jesus said to him, Away with
you, Satan! For it is written, you shall
worship the Lord your God and Him only
you shall serve. Then the devil left Him,
and behold angels came and ministered to
Him.”
Talk about twisting the meaning of a
scripture. Instead of them bringing life,
they would have brought death. If Christ
had followed Satan’s perverted, twisted
teaching, He would have committed suicide, which is self-murder.
Satan can quote the scriptures accurately just as the Pharisees could, just as the
Sadducees could, but they, like their
father, twisted them to a different meaning
by taking them out of context as well as
reading things into them that supported
their guile.
The Scribes and Pharisees prevented
those who were drawing near to God to
lose out because they taught them to follow Mishnaic teachings, which were the
doctrines of the rabbis, the traditions of
the elders. They were used in place of, and
superseded, the word of God just as their
father had taught them and undoubtedly
after the pattern he used to pervert so
many of the angels. Please remember they
were deceived whether willingly or not.
So it was then, and so it is now. There’s
nothing new under the sun.
After Christ rebuked them again in
Mark 7, He called to all the multitude and
said, “Hear Me, everyone, and understand.”
We’re to look to Christ, the Word of
God, to get our understanding. We are not
to look to any man, nor any organization
of men, for in short order they will turn
you into twice the son of hell as themselves. How? Because they place the focus
on them and we become eager to please
them. Then we look to them for acknowledgment and recognition. It is the way of
men apart from Christ and the Father.
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These men will come between you and
God as benefactors, and you will become
dependent on them and not the Word for
understanding. They will tie up the Word
of God by their traditions and thus shut
the door and lock it to the truth. It’s usually all very fuzzy and warm, and, oh, how
good it feels, humanly speaking. We are
thus dumbed-down, and come under their
rule and dominion.
Christ addresses this pattern very clearly in Luke 22:24-26: “But there was also
rivalry among them, as to which of them
should be considered the greatest. And He
said to them, the kings of the Gentiles
exercise lordship over them; and those
who exercise authority over them are
called benefactors. But not so among you!
On the contrary, he who is greatest among
you, let him be as the younger; and he
who governs, as he who serves.”
To illustrate how deep this runs in mankind (this satanic disease of dominion
over another), we need to understand
what the setting is in these verses here in
Luke. In verses 14-23 we find that Christ
is taking His last Passover with His disciples before He becomes the ultimate sacrifice for mankind, which will be the fulfillment of the law of the sacrifices. At the
time of this gathering He establishes the
Second Covenant symbols of the Passover service. No longer is it a full blown
meal of a lamb one year old and unleavened bread eaten in bitterness, for it could
save nothing; it was only a shadow or
rehearsal of the real thing.
That’s why it was eaten in bitterness. It
became at that moment the commemoration and the memorialization of His death,
which would make it possible for mankind to now have access to eternal life, but
only if they internalized His body and
drank of His blood as symbolized in the
bread and the wine.
At that very time, He was instituting a
new covenant. Not one of flesh and blood,
because that was passing away, but one of
spirit and truth. The only way to it was
through Him, the Word of God. This, to
one called by the Father and being chosen
by the Son, should be the most sobering
and yet joyous event in his or her life.
We have just recently renewed and
reviewed our deep and personal commitment to Jesus Christ, with having kept the
Lord’s Passover. We have come to understand our part in His death, and have repented of it, and have been baptized. He
washed our conscience clean of that guilt
and we move on to newness of mind
toward perfection in Him.
At this Passover He gave us something
else. He gave us an absolutely profound
function and lesson to follow and believe.
He gave us the footwashing as an example
to follow. We can read about it, and have
often in John 13.
There are two major lessons to learn
from it. First, that we are clean, but at
times are in need of a little cleansing as
we are being prepared so that He can present us as a tamim offering, one without
blemish, or any such thing to Himself.
The Passover is a time of deep person-

al reflection to see how committed we
have been to this process, brethren, as to
how we have followed Him wherever He
goes, in spirit and truth and to the walk we
are called to. He tells us He sanctified and
cleanses us with the washing of water by
the Word as we have read so often in Eph.
5:26. He is our Lord and our Teacher as
John 13:13 tells us: “You call me teacher
and Lord, and you say well for I am.”
But He was also our servant, verses 1415: “If I then Lord and teacher have
washed your feet, you also ought to wash
one another’s feet, for I have given you an
example that you should do as I have done
to you.”
Then He sums up the whole matter in
one sentence: “Most assuredly I say to
you, a servant is not greater than his master; nor is he who is sent greater than he
who sent him.”
Christ here tells us that the Father is the
greatest of all, then comes Himself as
Lord, and then there are the rest of us as a
whole. He is the head and we are the body
all governed by Him and no other. He is
our Husband and there is no other.
We were reading earlier in Matt. 23
about Christ showing us how those who

church: “But I want you to know that the
head of every man is Christ; the head of
woman, man; and the head of Christ,
God.” This simple pattern is just that. No
modifications, additions, or deletions
needed.
Christ in Eph. 5 inspired Paul to give
very clear instruction on this subject to us
all. Eph. 5:22-33:
“Wives submit to your own husbands
as to the Lord. For the husband is head of
the wife, as also Christ is head of the
church and He is the Savior of the body.
Therefore just as the church is subject to
Christ, so wives to their own husbands in
everything. Husbands love your wives
just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for it. (He qualifies how He
loved it, He gave Himself for it, not
through rulership and dominion but
through serving it and laying down His
life for it). That He might sanctify and
cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word. That He might present to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.
“So husbands ought to love their own
wives as their own bodies. He who loves

At times we are in need of a little cleansing
as we are being prepared so He can
present us as without blemish to Himself.
lock up the kingdom of God would function. In verse 8 He states, “But you do not
be called rabbi (which means master,
which Mr. is an abbreviation for, as any
good dictionary will tell you) for one is
your teacher (or leader) the Christ; and
you are all brethren.”
To me it doesn’t get any clearer what
He’s telling me. He rules me as well as all
the brethren and only Him as He has been
empowered by God the Father. Verse 9 in
Matt. 23 tells us, “Do not call anyone on
earth your father (and that’s in a spiritual
sense or designation) for one is your
Father, He who is in heaven.”
And verse 10, “And do not be called
teacher (#2519, or leaders) for one is your
teacher, the Christ.”
There’s no interpretation necessary, or
at least there shouldn’t be, as to the directness and simplicity of meaning of these
verses. It is not by accident that He
addresses this right here in the midst of
rebuking those who would rule the
brethren in His stead. Something He
never gave authority for.
But, as we are told by Christ, the religious leaders ruled them with cruelty and
force. They had the disease which kept
them from the kingdom and that is the disease of craving dominion and lordship
over those seeking the Kingdom of God.
In Eph. 4:15 we read: “But speaking the
truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is head Christ from whom the
whole body is joined and knit together.”
In I Cor. 11:3, the apostle Paul expounds upon this basic of truths in the
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his wife, loves himself. For no one ever
hated his own flesh, but nourishes and
cherishes it, just as the Lord does the
church. For we are members of His body,
of His flesh, and of His bones. (not someone else’s) For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his
wife, and the two shall become one flesh.
This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless
let each one of you in particular so love his
own wife as himself; and let the wife see
that she respects her husband.”
That is the total extent of it, brethren. In
Rev. 19, after John had witnessed the
wedding on the sea of glass, we learn this
lesson again. In verse 10 it says, “And I
fell at his feet to worship him but he said
to me, see I am your fellow servant and of
your brethren.” This angel is telling him
don’t do that!
With this all in mind, look at what takes
place after the Passover in Luke 22. If we
read verses 14-23, we see they are talking
about the same Passover service that the
footwashing function was instituted in
which we have read from John 13.
But take a look at verse 24 here in Luke
22: “But there was also rivalry among
them as to which of them should be considered the greatest.” Christ’s words during the Passover ring loud and clear when
he addresses Peter in John 13:6-7. He
says, “Then He came to Simon Peter and
Peter said to Him, Lord are you washing
my feet? Jesus answered and said to him,
what I am doing, you do not understand
now, but you will know after this.”

Well, they certainly didn’t, based on
these actions here we are reading about in
Luke 22. So they hadn’t yet figured out or
understood what Christ was doing in this
footwashing function they had just participated in.
The Greek word here in verse 24 of
Luke 22 for rivalry is #5379 philoneikia.
Strong’s says “from #5380, quarrelsomeness, i.e. a dispute.”
Vine’s says of it “literally a love of
strife. Phileo; to love, neikos; strife; signifies eagerness to contend; hence a contention said of the disciples in Luke
22:24.”
This love, or affection of strife, and
eagerness to contend was over what? As
to which of them should be considered the
greatest. Now, this is right after they went
through the footwashing ceremony. The
disciples understood the patterns of the
world around them; they clearly and
actively sought after the same patterns of
rulership and dominion over one another.
They had been taught all their lives that’s
how you function to get ahead in the
world’s system.
Christ steps right in here and says “the
kings of the gentiles exercise lordship
over them (this is in verse 25); and those
who exercise authority over them are
called benefactors. But not so among you.
(On the contrary) he who is greatest among
you, let him be as the younger; and he
who governs, as he who serves.”
That is the opposite of how the world
governs, isn’t it? Totally the opposite
way!
Lordship here is #2961 kurieuo from
#2962 to rule. Strong’s says “have dominion over, lord, be lord of, exercise lordship
over.”
Vine’s says of it “denotes to be lord of,
to exercise lordship over Luke 22:25,
Rom. 6:9,14; 7:1;14:9, II Cor. 1:24, I Tim.
6:15. See dominion B #1, it says.” When
used as a verb, as it is in Luke 22:25,
Vine’s says of kurieuo, “to be lord over,
rule over, have dominion over. Akin to
kuriotes #2963, lordship, power, dominion, is used of (a) divine authority over
men, Rom. 14:9, might be Lord; (b) human
authority over men, Luke 22:25, lordship, I
Tim. 6:15, lords (them that rule as lords in
essence); (c) the permanent immunity of
Christ from the dominion of death, Rom.
6:9; (d) the deliverance of the believer
from the dominion of sin, Rom. 6:14; (e)
the dominion of law over men, Rom. 7:1;
(f) the dominion of a person over the faith
of other believers, II Cor. 1:24.”
These scriptures here in Luke 22 and all
the other places we have looked at clearly
tell us that there is to be no rulership,
dominion, or lordship of one of the
brethren over the other. No, we don’t
reserve the front seats at feasts or church
services for the greatest. We don’t greet
each other with titles such as mister, father,
or teacher. In fact, we are not to have any
benefactors over us in a spiritual sense at
all. There are no layers of hierarchy in the
body of Christ. There is only one head and
we are the members of the body.
Romans 12:3: “For I say, through the
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grace given to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think more highly (of
himself) than he ought to think, but to
think soberly (not drunk on dominion), as
God has dealt to each one a measure of
faith (not just a few).”
Nimrod reintroduced hierarchy to the
world, and that pattern has persisted to
this day. Hierarchy or the beginning of
holy rule has nothing to do with God. It is
totally of the devil and thus transmitted to
man. The eye does not tell the foot what to
do. The ear does not tell the hand what to
do. Only the head directs the parts of the
body to work together. Without the head
directing and leading and maintaining, the
body would die.
Paul talks at great lengths about all
this in I Cor. 12. So many today have
twisted these scriptures from their clear,
intended purpose. They proclaim the
gifts of God to be signs of who has
dominion and rank in the body of Christ,
to show who is the greatest instead of
serving in spirit and truth.
These gifts are not offices, but functions of the body to be carried out in loving service, to edify the body so that we
are all to come to the unity of the faith and
the knowledge of the Son of God to a perfect man to the measure of the stature of
Christ. He, the Husband, rules His wife,
the church. There are no surrogates. There
are no go-betweens. There are no benefactors, no adultery, and no fornication.
Eph. 4:1-17:
“I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord,
beseech you to have a walk worthy of the
calling with which you were called. With
all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in
love; endeavoring to keep the unity of the
spirit in the bond of peace. One body, one
spirit, just as you were called in one hope
of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one
baptism, one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in us all.
“But to each one of us grace (or a spiritual endowment) was given according to
the measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore He
says, when He ascended on high, He led
captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.
And He Himself gave some apostles;
some prophets; some evangelists; and
some pastors and teachers; for the equipping of the saints, for the work of ministry
(or service), for the edifying of the body
of Christ. Till we all come to the unity of
the faith, and the knowledge of the Son of
God, to a perfect man, to the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ.
“That we should no longer be children,
tossed to and fro, and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of
men, and the cunning craftiness by which
they lie in wait to deceive; but speaking
the truth in love, may grow up in all things
into Him who is the head, Christ. From
whom the whole body is joined and knit
together by what every joint supplies
according to the effective working by
which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of
itself in love.
“This I say therefore, and testify in the

Lord, that you should no longer walk as
the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their minds.”
So what is it that the Lawyers or
Scribes have taken away? The key of
knowledge! And how does Christ say
they do it? By turning those who seek the
way of truth to themselves, to their
dominion and lordship, to their traditions,
and not His truth which builds up the
body, not dumbing it down.
Yes, they step between the bride and
her Husband and teach that the bride must
go through them. It is pathetic and sickening to see this taking place. Not only that,
but also to reflect upon how I personally
walked in it in ignorance as so many others have and so many others will do. The
very thought of allowing someone to
come between me and my Husband goes
beyond description of words.
Many of those I once fellowshipped
with tell me I don’t believe in government. That’s a really funny thing, for I do
believe that God the Father rules and that
His Son, my Husband, sits at His right
hand in that respect.
Remember Luke 22:26: “But not so
among you. On the contrary, he who is

erned by the king, and he by the Romans.
These elders, or great ones were served by
all under them. That is why Christ says in
contrast, if you want to be the elder
amongst the brethren, act as the younger,
or he who serves the brethren in humility
with the gifts God has given you. Not
rule, but serve. Not to the ministry, but to
minister.
Point 2: The second point He makes is
he who governs, as he who serves.
Governs here is #2233 hegeomai: middle of (presumed) strengthened form of
#71, Strong’s says: “to lead, i.e. command
(with official authority); figuratively to
deem, i.e. consider.”
Vine’s says of it: “To lead the way, to
preside, rule, be the chief, is used of the
ambition to be the chief among the disciple of Christ in, Luke 22:26; of Paul as
chief speaker in gospel testimony at
Lystra, Acts 14:12; of Judas and Silas as
chief (or leading) men among the brethren
at Jerusalem, Acts 15:22.”
Serves here is #1247 diakoneo from
#1249, “to be an attendant, i.e. wait upon
as in menially or as a host, friend, or figuratively teacher; technically to act as a
Christian deacon.”

Christ wants us to be a willing participant,
just as a husband does not rule his wife
but is the head who leads and maintains.
greatest among you, let him be as the
younger; and he who governs, as he who
serves.”
These are two very distinct points
Christ made: (1) If you want to be the
greatest, let him be as the younger, and (2)
he who governs as he who serves.
Point 1: Greatest here in Luke 22:26 as
in verse 24 is “#3187 meizon: irregularly
comparable of #3173. Strong’s says “larger, literally or figuratively, specifically in
age.”
Vine’s says of it: “Meison: the comparative of megas, the greatest; is sometimes
translated greatest besides the two other
cases given under greater and that found
in Matt. 13:32 and Luke 22:26. And the
other is found in Matt. 18:1, 4; 23:11,
Mark 9:34, Luke 9:46; 22:24.”
It is contrasted with younger #3501
neoteros: a prime word, new, i.e. of persons youthful, or of things fresh, figuratively regenerate, Strong’s says.
Vine’s says of it: “The comparable
degree of neos, new, youthful, is translated young in John 21:18, in the plural Acts
5:6 young men, and in Titus 2:6 younger
men, Luke 15:12, 13; 22:26, I Tim. 5:1, 2,
11, 14, I Pet. 5:5.”
Those of the Jews (who ruled under the
Romans) were the “elders” of them, the
“greater” of them. They were those of the
Sanhedrin, etc., which by the way, consisted of 70 members.
Now, the disciples knew this all too
well. They knew that the people looked up
to them (the elders) as rulers. This is the
Sanhedrin, and they in turn were gov-
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Vine’s says of it: “to minister (akin to
diakonos #1249), to render any kind of
service, is translated to serve in Luke
10:40; 12:37; 17:8; 22:26, 27 (twice);
under minister it states a servant, attendant, minister, deacon.” That’s how the
word is translated.
So here Christ makes the point that any
among us who are to lead the way, or preside, will do so as an attendant in every
way as contrasted with the lordship of the
Gentiles.
This can’t get much clearer to those
who have the spirit of God dwelling in
them and not lying dormant, or, for that
matter, quenched or nonexistent. The very
context of these scriptures tied to His
actions on that night speaks volumes
against the hierarchy deployed and displayed in the organizations today. Remember, one master and we are all brethren. One head and we are all the parts of
the body.
Let’s turn to Eph. 5:15-21:
“See then that you walk circumspectly,
not as fools, but as wise, redeeming the
time because the days are evil. (We have
to make good Godly use of it.) Therefore
do not be unwise, but understand what the
will of the Lord is.
“And do not be drunk with wine, in
which is dissipation; but be filled with the
spirit; speaking to one another in psalms
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your hearts to the
Lord. Give thanks always for things to
God the Father in the name of our Lord
Jesus Christ, submitting (willingly yield-

ing) to one another in the fear of God.”
Submitting to one another in the fear of
God, not of men. Submitting here is
#5293 hupotasso from #5259 and #5021;
to subordinate, Strong’s says: “reflexively
to obey.”
Vine’s says: “It is primarily a military
term, to rank under (hupo, under, tasso, to
arrange), denotes two things (a) to put in
subjection, to subject, Rom. 8:20 (twice);
in the following, the RV, has to subject for
KJV, to put under, I Cor. 15:27 (thrice),
etc. (The Vine’s goes on to explain its
other usage or meaning, as in) (b) in the
middle or passive voice, to subject oneself, to obey, be subject to, Luke 2:51;
10:17, 20; Rom. 8:7; 10:3, RV, did (not)
subject themselves [KJV, have (not) submitted themselves]; 13:1, 5; I Cor. 14:34;
15:28; 16:16; Col. 3:18; Eph. 5:21 subjecting yourselves, RV; vs. 22 and 24, etc.”
The point is that this word is used here
in the middle or passive voice, meaning
one willingly yielding to another. There
was no force denoted or implied. Thus we
are to be willingly yielding one to another, just as Christ has clearly instructed us
and not as the Gentiles who practice lordship over one another. We’re able to yield
one to another because we have one
Head. There are no “Little Lord Fauntleroys” in between. No layers of rank, but
just gifts and functions of service to the
other parts of the body. That is why Christ
said what He did and what He does in the
following verses.
Verses 22-24: “Wives submit (or willingly yield) to your own husbands, as to
the Lord. For the husband is head of the
wife, as also Christ is head of the church,
and He is Savior of the body. Therefore
just as the church is subject to Christ, so
the wives to their own husbands in
everything.”
Christ does not rule us into subjection.
He wants us to be a willing participant.
Just as a husband does not rule his wife,
but is rather the head who leads and
maintains. He doesn’t rule and force her
to submit. The word of God goes to great
lengths to explain these simple patterns
and principles to us. For when we understand that only Christ has rulership
over us individually, and as the ecclesia,
the church, the called out ones, do we
have the key of knowledge to the Kingdom of God.
At this time, we read that many are
called and few are chosen. It is not a coincidence that that statement is found in the
context of the wedding supper in Matt.
22:14. Those who understand the simple
relationship of Christ and the church are
on the path to the Kingdom of God.
An organization I used to belong to
would say the Catholics had one thing
right, the type of government they practiced. What a sick and deceived lot we
were. The governmental pattern of Babylon seemed the right thing to do, hierarchy
at its finest and most refined state. The
truth has set us free, brethren, from the
lordship and dominion of men. So many
today are still caught in the trap of government by men. They look to men rather
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than Christ. Neither they nor their leaders
understand the way to the Kingdom of
God.
Eph. 4:7: “But to each one of us grace
was given according to the measure of
Christ’s gift.”
Vs. 11-13: “And He Himself gave
some apostles, some prophets, some
evangelists, some pastors and teachers;
(Not for dominion, not to be in charge,
but) for the equipping of the saints, (In
other words, to help everybody, all the
brethren get ready to do what?) for the
work of ministry. (Everyone is supposed
to serve, everyone is supposed to minister
to the body.) For the edifying (or the
building up) of the body of Christ. Till we
all come to the unity of the faith, and the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect
man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ.”
There are those amongst us who have
been given gifts, not offices of authority,
which will help us function as the body of
Christ. By those amongst us, I am referring to each and every one of us, brethren.
We all have at least one gift by which
every part does its share, which causes
growth of the body for the edification of
itself in love.
First Christ gave the gift of apostleship,
or “ones sent forth.” Why? To preach the
gospel of God from an eyewitness
account. We read that in I Cor. 12:28.
Then He gave the gift of prophets, or
those who could speak openly about the
inspired word of God, as well as accurately. Why? Because there were many who
were listening to the gospel being
preached by the apostles and they had a
lot of questions, and it had to be expounded upon.
Then there needed to be those who had
the gift of teaching, for many were being
added to the body. They needed to be
taught all the principles of the Bible so
that they could also fulfill the command
given to us all in I Pet. 3:15. “But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts (in other
words, separate that understanding from
all other understanding); and always be
ready to give a defense to everyone who
asks you a reason for the hope that is in
you with meekness and fear.”
And the list goes on: miracles, gifts of
healings, helps, administrations, varieties
of tongues, etc. All these things were
given by Christ to individuals at the proper time to be used to build up the body.
Not to rule it in His stead or keep it dumbed down.
Unfortunately those who have the spiritual sickness of dominion over another
see these things as rankings of authority,
not as functions of service in the body.
They are deceived, and the truth is not in
them. Those who have manifested the
obvious gifts of Christ are to be used in
the capacity which is manifested by the
spirit. These gifts will be readily seen by
all. The body thus recognizes them for
what they are and then willingly yields to
those who display them in the function
Christ intended them to perform.
Remember, we are not talking about

the fruit of the spirit, which is love, joy,
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control
for each and every member shares in this
same spirit. We are talking about the individual gifts Christ gives to each of us
Himself as He sees fit. He enhances our
own natural ability to serve in the body as
we are taught in Matt. 25:15. They are
mentioned in many places. Rom. 12 is
just one.
It states very clearly in verses 4-8: “For
as we have many members in one body,
but all the members do not have the same
function. So we many are one body in
Christ, and individually members of one
another. Having then gifts differing
according to the grace (or the spiritual
endowment) that is given to us. If prophecy, in proportion to our faith; or ministry,
in ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation (these
are all gifts, remember); he who gives,
with liberality (giving is a gift); he who
leads, with diligence; he who shows
mercy, with cheerfulness.”
The Bible here lists all these as individual gifts given by God to the members of
His body to help it function. These are not

Hellenists because their widows were
neglected in the daily distribution. Then
the twelve summoned the multitude of the
disciples and said, it is not desirable that
we should leave the word of God and
serve tables.”
Please notice this: It was the twelve
who had been spending time in these
functions of basic service to others as well
as being apostles, “or one sent forth.”
Here we see a situation which had come
about where it had required them, the
apostles, to put forth so much effort
because of the greatly increased numbers
that it would have taken them away from
their primary function, which was what?
Verse 4 tells us: “But we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.”
That’s what ones sent forth do. They
prayed and preached. They were the upfront representatives of Christ to a doubting world. They didn’t rule or have
dominion, did they? Not if they were
waiting on tables. They had a specific
function, and they were to be diligent in
its execution. They had been helping in
the daily distribution, but that was not a
primary function of theirs.

Unfortunately, those who have the spiritual
sickness of dominion over another see
gifts of the spirit as rankings of authority.
rankings of dominion. They are not levels
of rulership. There is only one benefactor,
and that is God, the head of the body.
Verses 9-10 in Romans say: “Love
without hypocrisy (that’s true outgoing
concern for another). Abhor what is evil
(trying to rule another according to the
Babylonian method is outright evil); cling
to what is good (we hold fast to Christ and
follow Him, not some man or organization). Be kindly affectionate (or devoted)
to one another with brotherly love; in
honor giving preference to one another.”
Now, that can’t get any clearer. There is
no hierarchical governance in the body.
We are to function as a family.
Look at verses 11-15: “Not lagging in
diligence; fervent in spirit; serving the
Lord; rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing steadfastly in prayer; distributing to the needs of the saints; given
to hospitality. Bless those who persecute
you, bless and do not curse. Rejoice with
those who rejoice, and weep with those
who weep.”
Verse 16: “Be of the same mind towards one another. Do not set your mind
on high things, but associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own
opinion.”
Brethren, this is how we, the body, are
to function if we are to attain the keys to
the knowledge of the kingdom.
Let’s see some very simple yet vivid
examples of this in action in Acts 6.
Verses 1-2: “Now in those days, when
the disciples were multiplying, there arose
a murmuring against the Hebrews by the
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So look what they did, verse 3: “Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the
holy spirit and wisdom, whom we may
appoint over this business.”
Think about this example here. They
relied on the brethren as a whole to
decide who would carry out the function
of the daily distribution, the organization
and carrying out of feeding the large
number of people who were swelling
their ranks. Why would the apostles have
asked the brethren to do the selecting?
Because they lived with each other on a
daily basis, and they saw how people
functioned all the time, not just in the
presence of the apostles. They knew who
was genuine and who was a suck-up.
They knew who was full of wisdom and
the holy spirit because of the daily interaction with one another.
The Interlinear Bible gives an excellent
translation of this verse: “Then, brothers,
be looking for men among you having
received witness seven full of the holy
spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint
over this duty.”
Having received witness is very important. Witness here is #3140 martureo from
#3144 martus; “to be a witness, i.e. testify
(literally or figuratively),” Strong’s says.
Vine’s says of #3140: “To be a witness;
bear witness; testify; signifies in the passive voice to be well testified of; to have a
good report, Acts 6:3; of good (KJV) honest report; literally being well testified of,
Acts 10:22; 16:2; 22:12; I Tim. 5:10; Heb.
11:2, 39; KJV obtained a good report; RV

had witness borne to them; III John 12
KJV hath good report; RV hath the witness; literally witness hath been borne.”
It should be very clear what the scripture is telling us. These seven were full of
the holy spirit and wisdom, which was
obvious to the brethren. They had functioned in such a way that it was obvious
that God was working in them, and
that they possessed certain gifts which
would greatly aide in serving the brethren in the daily distribution. So the brethren put them forth and the apostles appointed them.
Appoint here is #2525 kathistemi from
#2596 and #2476; “to place down (permanently), i.e. (figuratively) to designate,
constitute, convoy.”
Listen to what Vine’s has to say about
#2525: “A strengthened form of histemi to
make to stand; usually signifies to appoint
a person to a position. In this sense the
verb is translated to make or to set, in
appointing a person to a place of authority, e.g. a servant over a household, Matt.
24:45,27; 25:21, 23; Luke 12:42, 44; a
judge, Luke 12:14; Acts 7:27, 35; a governor, Acts 7:10; man by God over the
work of His hands, Heb. 2:7. It is rendered
appoint, with reference to the so-called
seven deacons in Acts 6:3. The RV translates it as appoint in Titus 1:5, instead of
ordain, of the elders whom Titus was to
appoint in every city in Crete. Not a formal ecclesiastical ordination is in view,
but the appointment for the recognition of
the churches, of those who had already
been raised up and qualified by the holy
spirit, and had given evidence of this in
their life and service.”
Oh, I hope we understand that and
believe it. These brethren didn’t receive
the gift they possessed from the apostles.
It was from God and it was recognizable.
So what the others would do was to openly acknowledge in an official way that the
individual was selected by God, as was
clearly visible by the manifestation of the
holy spirit to perform a certain function,
not to rule. This was not a group of muckity-mucks sitting around deciding which
one of the brown noses they would place
in a position of rulership, under them of
course, but over the poor dumb sheep.
This was the church, called-out ones,
openly recognizing in a humble way which
individuals amongst them were selected by
God, not men, to perform specific functions. They were to direct, or oversee, those
areas in serving the brethren. It had nothing
to do with ruling them.
So here in Acts 6 we see the apostles
ask the brethren to find seven men whom
they lived and worked with on a daily
basis, for whom it was obvious that God
had given a gift to carry out a specific
function of service and that they would all
openly acknowledge it. In other words,
they would willingly yield to what God
had done, and thus submitting one to
another.
Verses 5-6: “And the saying pleased the
whole multitude. And they chose Stephen,
a man full of faith and the holy spirit, and
Phillip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Par-
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menas, and Nicholas, a proselyte from
Antioch, whom they set before the apostles; and when they had prayed, they laid
hands on them.”
And look at verse 7: “And the word of
God spread, and the number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a
great many of the priests (remember that,
‘the priests’) were obedient to the faith.”
We could take that on as a study, which
we may do sometime in the future. But
this is a wonderful account of how the
church is to function in a spirit of cooperation and humility in serving one another
and God.
Everyone has their part and function
just as Eph. 4 clearly described earlier.
The apostles laying their hands on them
and praying is a doctrine for the church
today. But unfortunately the great ones
teach it as one of dominion and rulership.
Look at its beginnings in Acts 1:21-26:
“Therefore, of these men who have
accompanied us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day
when He was taken up from us, one of
these must become a witness with us of
His resurrection.
“And they proposed two: Joseph called
Barsabas, who was surnamed Justus, and
Matthias. And they prayed and said, You,
O Lord, who know the hearts of all, show
which of these two You have chosen to
take part in this ministry and apostleship
from which Judas by transgression fell,
that he might go to his own place. And
they cast their lots, and the lot fell on
Matthias. And he was numbered with the
eleven apostles.”
They relied on God to show them
whom He wanted to take Judas’ place as
an apostle and as a servant. They themselves put forth the physical effort by casting lots, but not until they had prayed for
God to guide their hand in the matter.
Why did they use the ancient method of
casting lots and not the method of observation as clearly indicated in Acts 6?
Because the holy spirit had not yet been
given! Thus it did not reside in each, but
guided all collectively. That’s why the
eleven couldn’t discern which one of the
120 would be chosen to carry out this
function.
But once again, there were specific criteria necessary to use to make the decision. “Therefore, of these men who have
accompanied us all the time that the Lord
Jesus went in and out among us, beginning from the baptism of John to that day
when He was taken up from us.”
That eliminated a whole pile of stuff
right there. See how this process worked?
Let’s understand to what he was being
appointed to.
Acts 1:20 says: “Let another take his
office.” The King James calls it a bishoprick. That Greek word is #1984 episkope, from #1980 episkeptomai; inspection (for relief); Strong’s says, “by implication superintendence; specifically the
Christian episcopate.”
Vine’s says of #1984: “Besides its
meaning, visitation, e.g., I Pet. 2:12; is

rendered office in Acts 1:20, RV (KJV,
bishoprick); in I Tim. 3:1 the office of a
bishop, literally (if any one seeketh),
overseership.”
There is no word representing office in
that sentence. I hope we all get that. Episkope is not a position, or office, as we
understand the English. It is a function; it
means visitation. Its root word episkeptomai #1980 “primarily means to inspect.
A late form of episkopeo, to look upon;
care for; exercise oversight,” says Vine’s.
We find it used prominently in Matt.
25:36. We should be all familiar with that.
“I was sick and you visited Me.” And, of
course, this is talking about a spiritual condition just as James 1:27 is. “To visit
orphans and widows in their trouble.”
Therefore, those in the body who have the
responsibility to visit, as in inspect and to
give oversight, as to caring for those in
need. This has nothing to do with an office
as the context of Matt. 25 clearly states.
For those doing the episkeptomai didn’t
even know they were doing anything out
of the ordinary to serve the body of Christ.
They weren’t in charge or ruling.
Verses 38-39 say: “When did we see
You a stranger and take in, or naked and

back what was driven away, nor sought
what was lost; but with force and cruelty
you have ruled them.”
There is only one Head in the body of
Christ, and that’s Him. It is He who
directs the body through the holy spirit.
There are no layers of rulership or rank
under Him, just functions, which He
directs, to be carried out for the uplifting
of the body in love so that the whole body
grows together.
One part of the body doesn’t rule
another. Only Christ rules in His church.
He gives gifts to the members as He sees
fit and we see the obvious attributes of
them. And then it is our responsibility to
individually and collectively acknowledge them privately and publicly. This is
what He means when He says in Eph.
5:21, “submitting to one another in the
fear of God.”
I can tell you plain and simple right
now a muckity-muck wannabe, or one of
the great ones, has fits when they hear this
simple truth of God. One could imagine
them tearing their hair out, or their clothes.
They are sick and deluded, having been
spiritually infected by the disease of
dominion infused by Satan the devil.

There is one head, not two, three or
four. No layers of headship, period. One
Master, and we are all brethren.
clothe? Or when did we see You sick, or
in prison, and come to You?” Humble
service!
But to those on the other hand who felt
they were doing it all along because they
were ordained to an office in one of the
great one’s organizations, He says in verse
45: “Then He will answer them, saying,
Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you
did not do to one of the least of these, you
did not do to Me.”
They were too busy ruling and politicking in their offices. Christ was responding
to their incredibly conceited attitudes,
which they clearly displayed in verse 44:
“Then they will answer Him saying, Lord,
when did we see You hungry or thirsty or
a stranger or naked or sick or in prison,
and did not minister to You?”
Diakoneo! This all speaks volumes,
does it not? They were too busy dominating and playing benefactor and climbing
up the ladder rather than serving the
brethren.
Look what Christ says about these
worthless shepherds in Ezek. 34:1-4:
“And the word of the Lord came to me,
saying, son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel, prophesy and say to
them, Thus says the Lord God to the shepherds: Woe to the shepherds of Israel who
feed themselves! Should not the shepherds
feed the flocks? You eat the fat and clothe
yourselves with the wool; you slaughter
the fatlings, you do not feed the flock.
“The weak you have not strengthened,
nor have you healed those who were sick,
nor bound up the broken, nor brought
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They believe the lie of hierarchy. They
are deceived. In talking about those who
set themselves in the seat, or place of God
according to Satan’s ways, we can read it
in II Thess. 2:3-13 in regards to them. I’m
going to read that out of the Interlinear:
“Do not let anyone deceive you in any
way, because that day will not come,
unless first comes the falling away, and
the man of sin is revealed, the son of
perdition, the one opposing and exalting
himself over everything being called God,
or object of worship, so as for him to sit in
the temple of God as God, showing himself that he is a god. (Now remember,
that’s what Satan the devil wanted to be.
You can read that back in Isaiah 14 and
Ezekiel 28.)
“Do you not remember that I told you
these things, I yet being with you? And
now you know the thing holding back, for
him to be revealed in his time. For the
mystery of lawlessness already is working, only he is holding back now, until it
comes out of the midst; and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord
will consume by the spirit of His mouth;
and He will bring to nothing by the brightness of His coming; His coming is according to the working of Satan in all power
and miracles and lying wonders, and in all
deceit of unrighteousness in those being
lost, because they did not receive the love
of the truth in order for them to be saved.
“And because of this, God will send to
them a working of error, for them to
believe the lie, that all may be judged,
those not believing the truth, but who

have delighted in unrighteousness. But we
ought to thank God always concerning
you, brothers, beloved by the Lord,
because God chose you from the beginning to salvation in sanctification of the
spirit and belief of the truth.”
There are many who have brought the
ruling practices of Satan into the church.
It is a disgusting thing to see. Many of us
have been deceived to it in the past, but
now walk in the light of the truth. It has
set us free from bondage to men; allowed
us to walk side by side with our Husband,
yoked to Him and no other.
The apostle Paul told the Corinthians in
I Cor. 11:1 that they were to imitate him as
he did Christ. If he did not, they were not
to do what he did.
Paul is a living example of humility
after being called of God to serve the
brethren. That’s why he follows it up with
what he says in verses 2-3: “Now I praise
you, brethren, that you remember me in
all things, and keep the traditions I have
delivered to you. But I want you to know,
that the head of every man is Christ; the
head of woman is man; and the head of
Christ is God.”
He makes it very clear and simple here.
It is a family, with patriarchy as the basis
of governance. Father, Son, wife! This
should be simple to figure out.
Christ is the head of His wife. As such,
this example is followed by the believers.
If you are married and another comes forward and declares he is the head of your
wife, carnally speaking, you’re going to
smack him down, or some other appropriate action.
Christ is head of the church. How do
you think He feels about all the little selfproclaimed surrogate heads running
around today? They are no better than the
guy who rules the Universal Church.
There is one head, not two, three, four, or
so on. No layers of headship, period. One
Master, and we are all brethren. Remember Matt. 23. The deceived ones take the
very titles and do the very things Christ
says not to.
Let’s look at I Timothy for some more
simple instruction from God as to some
specific functions in the church of which
Christ is the Head. Let’s go to I Timothy,
and let’s look at chapter 3. And we’re
going to read verses 1-13, but first let’s
look at verse 15, very important. Paul tells
us something very important here:
“But if I am delayed, so that you may
know how you ought to conduct yourself
in the house of God, which is the church
of the living God, the pillar and ground of
the truth.”
Paul is summing up here what we are
about to read in verses 1-13, and it is all
about our conduct in the house of God,
how we are to behave and submitting one
to another in the fear of God. This is all
about willingly yielding to what God
says, through some of the recognized
functions.
Conduct here in verse 15 is #390 anastrepho, from #303 and #4762; “to overturn; also to return; by implication to busy
oneself, i.e. remain, live,” says Strong’s.
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Vine’s says of it: “To turn back, return
(ana, back, strepho, to turn), hence, to
move about in a place, to sojourn, and, in
the middle and passive voices, to conduct
oneself, indicating one’s manner of life
and character, is accordingly rendered
behave in I Tim. 3:15, literally, how it is
necessary to behave.”
Vine’s says: “Not referring to Timothy
himself, but to all the members of the
local church (see the whole epistle).”
So here Paul is telling us how it is necessary to behave “in the house of God,
which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.”
And then he states in verse 16: “And
without controversy great is the hidden
truth of godliness.” So let’s see this hidden truth that should be without controversy. Let’s see this pattern of godliness as
Paul explains it. Let’s look at I Timothy:
“There is a faithful saying, if a man
desires the position of a bishop, he desires
a good work.” Bishop here is #1984 once
again episkope, which we studied earlier.
The function of visitation in the sense of
inspecting, overseeing, in the sense of caring for. God cares for His sheep, and this is
one who desires to do just as Christ would.
Verses 2-3: “A bishop (or overseer)
then must be blameless, the husband of
one wife, temperate, sober minded, of
good behavior, hospitable, able to teach;
not addicted to wine, not violent, not
greedy for money; but gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous (or loving money).”
These are some of the character traits
of a true servant. This is one who has
attained a degree of balance in life, and
thus able to teach, or truly serve. It takes
time and life’s experience to do this.
This is wisdom on display, brethren.
This is one who is not being nourished
with the milk of the word, but one who
has gone beyond that, who is dining on
solid food. One who is mature, one who
by reason of use has had their senses exercised to discern both good and evil, and
chooses good over evil.
Now we come to a verse the muckitymucks love to recite in their ignorance
and vainglory.
Verse 4: “One who rules his own house
well, having his children in submission
with all reverence.”
That is sweet music to their ears. The
word “rules” here causes those who possess the disease of hierarchy to jump up
shouting that this verse and a few companion verses prove they are doctrinally
correct in having dominion over others.
This word here translated rules is
#4291 proistemi. Remember when we
were reading earlier in Rom. 12 about the
individual gifts given. In verse 8 we read
“he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who
gives, with liberality; he who leads, with
diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness.” “Leads” there is the same
word used here in I Tim. 3:4 for “rules.”
Strong’s says it is from “#4253 and
#2476; to stand before, i.e. (in rank) to
preside, or (by implication) to practice.”
Vine’s says of it: “Proistemi literally
means to stand before, hence, to lead,

attend to (indicating care and diligence), is
translated to rule in the middle voice, with
reference to a local church in Rom. 12:8;
perfect active in I Tim. 5:17; with reference to a family in I Tim. 3:4 and 12 in the
middle voice; verse 5 (2nd aorist, active).”
There are Greek words which specifically mean “to rule,” this is not one of
them. This word means to lead and maintain, by example and actions. This gift of
leading and maintaining, qualifies a man
to be an overseer. Verse one tells us it is a
function which he must want to do. He
isn’t forced into it. It is a willing thing.
Look at verse 5: “For if a man does not
know how to rule (proistemi, lead and
maintain) his own house, how will he take
care of the church of God?”
Verse 6: “Not a new convert, less being
puffed up with pride he fall into the condemnation of the devil.”
If someone young, or new to the faith is
acknowledged to be an overseer, he might
not have the spiritual, as well as physical,
balance necessary to accomplish, or perform
this function, with him thinking it’s some
great office of authority, rather than a simple
function of caring for brethren and serving
them as he would his wife and children.

spiritual and physical maturity. They were
also first tested in all these things before
the act of outward acknowledgment
would be given by the church as a whole
in their local areas. Deacon simply means
attendant. We should all be doing this.
And it’s also translated minister.
Verse 13: “For those who have served
well as deacons obtain for themselves a
good standing, and great boldness in the
faith which is in Christ Jesus” carries with
it something very important in that they
obtain for themselves a good standing and
great boldness in what? Not ruling and
dominion, but the faith which is in Christ
Jesus. These two things they obtain are
very significant.
Standing here is #898 bathmos, from
the same as #899; “a step, i.e. (figuratively) a grade (of dignity).”
Vine’s says of it #898: “Denotes a step,
primarily of a threshold or stair, and is
akin to baino, to go; figuratively, a standing, a stage in a career, position, degree.”
Boldness is #3954 parrhesia, from #3956
and a derivative of #4483, Strong’s says,
“All outspokenness, i.e. frankness, bluntness, publicity; by implication assurance.”
Vine’s says of this: Noun parrhesia,

These are just some of the ways that we
are to conduct ourselves. There is no
room for hierarchy in the church of God.
Verse 7: “Moreover he must have a
good testimony among those who are outside; lest he fall into reproach and the
snare of the devil.”
Not only does he have to be recognized
by the brethren as possessing these qualities mentioned in verses 2-4, he must also
function that way in the world of everyday work, etc. If he was to act one way
when around brethren and another way in
society, he would be a hypocrite and Satan
would use that improper behavior to hurt
the church. Verses 8-13:
“Likewise deacons must be reverent,
not double tongued, not given to much
wine, not greedy for money; holding the
hidden truth of the faith with a pure conscience. (That’s a massive statement
there.) But let these also first be proved
(or tested); then let them serve as deacons, being blameless (tested where?
Amongst the brethren, to see if they actually do what they should be doing, true
service).
“Likewise their wives must be reverent,
not slanderers, temperate, faithful in all
things. Let deacons be the husbands of one
wife, ruling (and that’s once again proistemi, leading and maintaining) children and
their own houses well. For those who have
served well as deacons obtain for themselves a good standing, and great boldness
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.”
So here we see a function, one of being
a deacon who also serves in the church.
They too must have displayed many, if
not all, the traits of an overseer. They too
must have displayed a certain degree of
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“from pas, ‘all’, rhesis, ‘speech’, denotes
(a), primarily, freedom of speech, unreservedness of utterance, Acts 4:29, 31; II
Cor. 3:12; 7:4; Philem. 8; or to speak
without ambiguity, plainly, John 10:24; or
without figures of speech, John 16:25; (b)
the absence of fear in speaking boldly;
hence, confidence, cheerful courage,
boldness, without any connection necessarily with speech; the RV has boldness in
the following; Acts 4:13; Eph. 3:12; I
Tim. 3:13; Heb. 3:6; 4:16; 10:19, 35; I
John 2:28; 3:21; 4:17; 5:14; (c) the deportment by which one becomes conspicuous, John 7:4; 11:54, acts openly, or secures publicity, Col. 2:15.”
So here in I Tim. 3:13 we see that a
deacon obtains a good threshold step, and
great frankness, bluntness and assurance
in the faith which is in Christ Jesus. These
individuals are not timid or intimidated by
naysayers or scoffers or muckity-mucks
and wannabes. They have a pure conscience and one that is guilt-free as to
holding the hidden truth of the faith so
that they are able to fulfill in word and
deed that is said in I Pet. 3:15:
“But sanctify the Lord God in your
hearts and always be ready to give a
defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you with meekness and fear.”
Fear of whom? God! Not weakness,
but meekness, or with humility as defined
by God. The men who fill these roles of
overseers and deacons are simply those in
whom the holy spirit has been manifested
to perform a function in the body. If they

are willing to do so, the brethren openly
acknowledge this by appointing them to it
by the laying on of hands, and asking God
to bless them in that endeavor.
These are just some of the ways that we
are to conduct ourselves. There is no room
for hierarchy in the church of God. Some
of these men are to be accounted worthy
of double honor, especially those who
labor in the word and doctrine as Paul and
others have done.
I Tim. 5:17: “Let the elders who proistemi (lead and maintain) well be counted
worthy of double honor, especially those
who labor in the word and doctrine.”
The muckity-mucks think this means
the higher the ranking, the more money
you get or deserve. That is exactly the
opposite of its meaning, as we saw in
chapter 3, remember? Not covetous, or
not greedy for money. All you hear from
the great ones today is the underlying tone
of give me more. As Ezek. 34 tells us, it
will be so in the end of the age.
Honor here is #5092, it is the same
word as used in II Tim. 2:20: “But in a
great house there are not only vessels of
gold and silver, but also of wood and clay;
some for honor and some for dishonor.”
These vessels were used for different
things. You didn’t use your silver and
your gold vessels for dumping excrement,
now did you? No, you didn’t. What did
you use for that? The clay, not the wood
because the wood would suck it all up,
and worked wood was a rather expensive
item back then; clay was not.
So does that mean here when it says
some for double honor mean some for
money and some not for money? Not likely.
Verse 22 states: “Therefore if anyone
cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a
vessel for honor, sanctifying and useful for
the master, prepared for every good work.”
Does that mean they’ll get more
money? So #5092, or honor, is “time” in
the Greek. Strong’s says of it from #5099:
“a value, i.e. money paid, or (concretely
and collectively) valuables; by analogy
esteem (especially of the higher degree),
or the dignity itself.”
Vine’s gives many, many examples of
its usage, but in all it defines it as a “valuing.” So what is the double honor spoken
of in I Tim. 5:17? It isn’t money, for as we
know Paul often worked as a tent maker to
support himself and those with him, and
he is the one giving the instruction here.
What is the double “valuing” that they
should be counted worthy of? They are to
be looked to as ones who have valuable
things to say as proven by the wisdom of
the spirit that they use. They should be
looked to for guidance and discernment.
We see two groups of elders here, with
one of them laboring in the word of doctrine. In other words, working in it; that’s
what they do for a living.
Which ones are these? Those who are
supported by the church for that purpose,
as verse 18 clearly indicates. So both
those who are paid and are not, but lead
and maintain well, are to be doubly valued. Not receiving double compensation!
Remember Ezek. 34, feeding on the sheep
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is the main focus of a worthless shepherd.
He wants lots of money and adoration.
One of the deceived ones’ favorite
chapters to turn to in trying to convince
those who are being called by the Father
is Heb. 13. They forget it starts out with
“let brotherly love continue.” They jump
right over to verses 7 and 17 and declare
the “divine right of kings” over you.
Verse 7: “Remember those who rule
over you, who have spoken the word of
God to you, whose faith follow, considering the outcome of conduct.”
This verse sounds very similar to the
context of I Tim. 3, doesn’t it? Rule here,
as well as verse 17, is #2233, hegeomai.
Strong’s says “middle of (presumed)
strengthened form of 71; to lead, i.e. command (with official authority); figuratively to deem, i.e. consider.” We looked at
this word earlier.
Vine’s says of this verb #2233: “To
lead, is translated to rule in Heb. 13:7, 17,
24 (KJV margin, in the first two, are the
guides and guide.”
To rule is a horrible translation. There
are other Greek words which mean just
that but are not used here. The Interlinear
translates verse 7 as such: “Remember
your leaders who spoke the word of God
to you considering the issue of conduct,
imitate faith.”
It translates verse 17 as: “Obey those
taking the lead of you, and submit for they
watch for your souls, giving account, that
they may do this with joy, and not groaning for this would be no profit to you.”
The context is clear, and so are the words.
Obey here does not mean to do so from
a position of being dominated as the
English word would have it. In the Greek,
the word is #3982 peitho, “a prime verb;
to convince (by argument, true or false);
by analogy to pacify or conciliate (by
other fair means); reflexively or passively
to assent (to evidence or authority), to rely
(by inward certainty).”
Vine’s says of #3982, “to persuade, to
win over, in the passive and middle voices, to be persuaded, to listen to, to obey, is
so used with this meaning, in the middle
voice in Acts 5:36-37; Rom. 2:8; Gal. 5:7;
Heb. 13:17; James 3:3. The obedience
suggested is not by submission to authority, but resulting from persuasion.”
Doesn’t that torpedo sink the Titanic of
lordship and dominion, of hierarchy!
Peitho suggests an actual and outward
result of the inward persuasion and consequent faith.
Vine’s continues to tell us submit here
in verse 17 is “#5226 hupeiko, from
#5259 and eiko (to yield, be weak) to surrender.”
Vine’s says of it “to retire, withdraw
(hupo, under, eiko, to yield), hence, to
yield, submit, is used metaphorically in
Heb. 13:17, of submitting to spiritual
guides in the churches.”
So an accurate translation of this verse
would be: “Be persuaded to listen to those
who lead and guide you, and be willingly
yielding for they watch out for your souls
as those who must give account.” No
power-playing in that verse, is there? Just

proper conduct as God has declared there
should be.
II Cor. 1:24 states: “Not that we have
dominion (or rulership) over your faith,
but are fellow workers for your joy; for by
faith you stand.” I have written beside this
in my Bible “not ministerial rulership, or
dominion, or authority.”
Remember what Christ says in Luke
11:52: “Woe to you lawyers! For you have
taken away the key of knowledge. You did
not enter in yourselves, and those who
were entering in you hindered.”
In Matt. 23:13 He says: “But woe to
you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you shut up the kingdom of heaven against
men; for you neither go in, nor do you
allow those who are entering to go in.”
Let’s see what further instruction Christ
gives on the subject. Matt. 16:1-12:
“Then the Pharisees and Sadducees
came and testing Him asked that He
would show them a sign from heaven. He
answered and said to them, when it is
evening, you say, fair weather, for the sky
is red. And in the morning, foul weather
today; for the sky is red and threatening.
“Hypocrites, you know how to discern
the face of the sky; but you cannot the

ing, instruction, e.g., Mark 4:2; Rom.
16:17.”
Vine’s states that didache stresses the
authority. So here in Matt. 16:12, Christ
clearly tells us to beware of the teaching
of the Pharisees and Sadducees because
they have made themselves the authority.
They have puffed themselves up, become
big in their own eyes. They subject those
who are seeking the kingdom of heaven to
be diverted to themselves.
“For you shut up the kingdom of heaven
against men; for you neither go in, nor do
you allow those who are entering to go in.”
Remember Matt. 23:13? They wanted
the religious titles: mister, teacher, father,
etc. They subject them to the governing
system of Satan the devil, who has deceived the whole world and, for that matter, one third of the angels to placing
themselves under the lordship of someone
other than God. This system once again is
titled hierarchy, plain and simple. They
place themselves between us and God.
Verses 13-17: “When Jesus came into
the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked
His disciples, saying, who do men say that
I the Son of man am? So they said, some
John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others

One of the deceived ones’ favorite chapters
is Heb. 13. They jump to verses 7 and 17 and
declare the ‘divine right of kings’ over you.
signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and no
sign shall be given to it, except the sign of
the prophet Jonah.
“And He left them, and departed (of
course we know that’s three days and
three nights, or 72 hours, in the grave).
And when His disciples had come to the
other side, they had forgotten to take
bread.
“Then Jesus said to them, take heed and
beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and
the Sadducees. And they reasoned among
themselves, saying, it is because we have
taken no bread. But when Jesus perceived
it, He said to them, oh you of little faith,
why do you reason among yourselves
because you have brought no bread? Do
you not yet understand, or remember the
five loaves of the five thousand, and how
many baskets you took up? Or the seven
loaves of the four thousand, and how
many large baskets you took up?
“How is it you do not understand that I
did not speak to you concerning bread,
you should beware of the leaven of the
Pharisees and Sadducees? Then they understood that He did not tell them to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the
doctrine of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Doctrine here is #1322, didache, from
#1321;” instruction (the act or the matter).”
Vine’s says of it: “Didache is akin to
didaskalos, or a teacher; however,
didache denotes teaching, either (a) that
which is taught, e.g., Matt. 7:28; Titus 1:9;
Rev. 2:14-15, 24, or (b) the act of teach-
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Jeremiah, or one of the prophets. He said
to them, but who do you say that I am?
And Simon Peter (of course he shot right
out) answered and said, you are the
Christ, the Son of the living God. Jesus
answered and said to him, blessed are you
Simon Bar-jonah, for flesh and blood has
not revealed this to you, but My Father
who is in heaven.”
This is a defining moment in the
church, for watch what follows.
Verses 18-20: “And I also say to you,
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church; and the gates of hades
shall not prevail against it. And I will
give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven; and whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and whatever
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Then He commanded His disciples
that they should tell no one that He was
Jesus the Christ.”
So what did Christ just tell us? Did He
tell us Peter was to be Pope, the first
muckity-muck, and that he could change
what he wanted? That God would okay it
and obey it?
Not quite. However, those who would
rule you, all have some warped version of
that in their mind.
In verse 18 Christ tells Peter something
very profound. Remember the disciples
argued often as to who would be the
greatest or, for that matter, was the greatest. We saw at the last Passover that Christ
had to instruct Peter to correct his notions
of this at the footwashing function. Yet
right after that they were all at it again.

Well, this account takes place long
before that occurrence. Christ doesn’t say
one thing and do another. He knew that
His Father had allowed Peter the understanding that He, Jesus, was the Christ.
He acknowledged this to all the disciples
present.
Now, old Peter here would have gotten
all puffed up at this public acknowledgment amongst his peers just like we probably would have too. So here Christ sets
things straight as to Peter and lets out the
steam. “And I also say to you, that you
are Peter.”
Peter here is #4074, Petros, “apparently a prime word,” Strong’s says, “a (piece
of) rock (larger than #3037 lithos, a
stone); as a name, Petrus, an apostle.”
So Christ here says to Peter, don’t get
too puffed up, Peter, because you are a little stone, a piece of a rock. And He continues to say, “and on this rock (petra, not
petros) I will build My church; and the
gates of hades shall not prevail against it.”
What rock is He talking about? Here
Christ is talking about Himself, and pointing out to all the disciples that it is He and
no other who is the petra of the church.
Petra is #4073, “a (mass of) rock (literally
or figuratively),” says Strong’s.
Vine’s says of it: “Petra denotes a mass
of rock, as distinct from petros, a detached
stone or boulder, or a stone that might be
thrown or easily moved. For the nature of
petra, see Matt. 7:24, 25; 27:51, 60; Mark
15:46; Luke 6:48 (twice), a type of sure
foundation; Rev. 6:15, 16; Luke 8:6, 13,
used illustratively; I Cor. 10:4 (twice), figuratively, of Christ; in Rom. 9:33 and I
Pet. 2:8, metaphorically, of Christ; in
Matt. 16:18, and the testimony concerning Him; here the distinction between
petra, concerning the Lord Himself, and
Petros, the apostle, is clear.”
Vine’s has it on the money. Christ
clearly told the disciples here that He, and
only He, was the foundation. That is
exactly the same lesson taught metaphorically when the church is referred to as a
body. He is the head, of which there is
only one. No Cyclopes. And the rest of us
are members of the body receiving direction from the one Head.
Verse 19: “And I will give you the keys
of the kingdom of heaven; and whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.”
Well, here’s the muckity-mucks’ song,
they just love hearing this stuff, right?
We’ve already qualified what Christ is
talking about in the prior verse. But He
says right after this, as we saw in verse 18,
“And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” Who is He talking to
right here? Peter? absolutely not! In verse
18 He says, “and I will build My church.”
He is talking to the church, the ecclesia,
the called-out ones, the body of Christ.
Not Peter individually! Not the Pharisees
and not the Sadducees.
Then He says in 19: “And whatever
you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will
be loosed in heaven.”

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

★ ★ ★ THIS PAGE CONTAINS PAID ADVERTISING ★ ★ ★

Issue No. 137 (May 31, 2012)

29

The Key of Knowledge
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

So now He gave everyone in the church
to be an authority unto themselves, some
deduct. Once again, absolutely not! He
has just established here that He is the
foundation, not a man or an organization
of men. All teaching is founded on Him,
not on that conceived or derived from
men. Thus, any decision, as in a judgment, that is made by the church, which is
based on Him, His teachings, will thus be
acknowledged in heaven.
You can see that played out in Matt. 18
Verses 15-18: “Moreover, if your brother
sins against you, go and tell him his fault
between you and him alone; if he hears
you, you have gained your brother. But if
he will not hear you, take with you one or
two more, that by the mouth of two or
three witnesses every word may be established. And if he refuses to hear them, tell
it to the church (not the muckity-mucks)
but if he refuses even to hear the church,
let him be to you like a heathen and a tax
collector. Assuredly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven; and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.”
It can’t get any clearer. This is the very
simple doctrine of binding and loosing.
No more and no less. No muckity-muckism. The entire church is involved in the
process. Not some layer of benefactors.
This is how all judgments are to be carried
out. If they are done so, and based on the
teaching of Christ, they will be acknowledged by God.
Verses 19-20: “Again I say to you, that
if two of you agree on earth concerning
anything that they ask, it will be done for
them by My Father in heaven. For where
two or three are gathered together in My
name, I am there in the midst of them.”
This isn’t talking about some fluffy,
fuzzy thing. This is talking about judgments. He is in the middle, or should be in
the midst of them in the decision-making
process. It is God’s authority, not that of
men or a man. There is no hierarchy in the
church. No layers of benefactors. No one
between us and our Husband and Lord,
whom you willingly yield to and become
one with.
Watch what lesson we are to learn from
Christ’s instruction to Peter in John 21;
15-17:
“So when they had eaten breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, Simon, son of
Jonah, do you love Me more than these?
He said to Him, yes, Lord, you know that
I love You. He said to him, feed my
lambs. He said to him again a second
time, Simon, son of Jonah, do you love
Me? He said to Him, yes, Lord, you know
that I love you. He said to him, tend my
sheep. He said to him the third time,
Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?
“Peter was grieved because He said to
him the third time, do you love Me? And
he said to Him, Lord, You know all things;
You know that I love You. Jesus said to
him, feed my sheep.”
In verse 15, Christ asks if he loves Him
(agapaos Him). Peter responds that he
loves Him (phileos Him). These are two
distinctly different forms of love.

Remember, there are three types mentioned in the New Testament: agape,
phileo and eros.
Agape is that of God, founded on God,
and from God, that which can only come
from God, for God is agape, the source of
outgoing concern for others. The second
is phileo, and is that of man towards man,
a brotherly love, affectionate love. And
third, which isn’t mentioned here, is eros.
It is that of sexual or erotic in nature.
So Christ says to him, do you love Me as
God does? Peter didn’t understand yet, and
says, yes, I love You as a brother. In verse
16, the same thing happens again. And in
verse 17 Christ then switches things around
and asks the question of Peter again, but
this time if he phileoed Him? Peter got
annoyed at all this because he didn’t comprehend what Christ was telling him. Christ
was tying this all together with the entire
body and how we are to conduct ourselves.
In verse 15, after asking the question, He
says, “Feed my sheep.”
Feed here is #1006, bosko, “a prolonged form of a prime verb; to pasture;
by extension to fodder.” Vine’s says of it:
“To feed, is primarily used of a herdsman
(from boo, to nourish, the special function

In verse 17, Christ brings it to another
level by saying if you phileo Me, you will
feed My sheep. Not only are they to have
agape love, but also phileo love for the
body of Christ. There is no rulership or
dominion in this equation. They are to
serve the sheep. To feed them, not feed on
them as we have read in Ezek. 34. They
are to have care and concern for the body.
Vine’s has a very interesting and
insightful note after the explanation of
these two Greek words, bosko and
poimaino. It says: “In John 21:15, 16, 17,
the Lord addresses Peter first bosko (v. 15),
then poimaino (v. 16), and then returns to
bosko (v. 17). These are not simply interchangeable (nor are other variations in His
remarks); a study of the above notes will
show this. Nor, again, is there a progression of ideas. The lesson to be learned, as
Trench points out, is that the spiritual care
of God’s children, the feeding of the flock
from the Word of God is the constant and
regular necessity; it is to have the foremost
place. The tending (which includes this)
also consists of other acts, of discipline,
authority, restoration, material assistance
of individuals, but they are incidental in
comparison with the feeding.”

The entire church is involved in the
process of binding and loosing. Not
some layer of benefactors. This is how
all judgments are to be carried out.
being to provide food; the root is bo,
found in boter, a herdsman or herd, and
botane, fodder, pasture); its uses are (a)
literal, Matt. 8:30; Mark 5:14 and Luke
8:34; in Mark 5:11 and Luke 8:32, feeding; Luke 15:15; (b) metaphorical, of spiritual ministry, John 21:15, 17.”
So here in verse 15, we see that Christ
ties the love of Himself to caring for His
sheep. The outgoing concern is allencompassing. In verse 16, He stresses
this love again, but now instead of adding
feed (or bosko) My sheep He says tend
My sheep.
Tend is #4165, poimaino, from #4166;
“to lead as a shepherd (or figuratively
supervisor).” And of course this word is
translated feed in some translations, but
it’s an inaccurate translation.
Vine’s says of it: “To act as a shepherd
(from poimen, a shepherd), is used (a) literally, Luke 17:7; I Cor. 9:7; (b) metaphorically, to tend, to shepherd; said of
Christ, Matt. 2:6; of those who act as spiritual shepherds under Him, John 21:16; so
I Pet. 5:2; Acts 20:28, to feed (to tend
would have been a consistent rendering; a
shepherd does not only feed his flock); of
base shepherds, Jude 12.”
Not only was Christ saying that if Peter,
and basically all the disciples, loved Him
they would display this outgoing concern
by also feeding and tending to His body.
These are two very distinct things. Notice,
they were not to rule, but to feed and lead
His lambs and sheep. And of course lambs
here referring to those new in the faith,
and sheep those who had matured.

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

Brethren, we are talking about the key
of knowledge here, which contains the
keys to the kingdom. It doesn’t come
from rulership or dominion, but through
the one-on-one love of God in us and displayed through us. Christ singled out
Peter here to teach us all a lesson. Peter
by nature was the most aggressive of all
the disciples. The scriptures constantly
give us examples of this. He even carried
a sword and used it. But with all this baggage he was an apostle, one of the
twelve, who will sit in judgment at one of
the twelve gates of Jerusalem. Christ is
teaching us here, by using Peter, that
there is no hierarchy, no dominion, no
lordship of one over the other. It is so
clear and simple.
As to tending, there are those amongst
us who do have gifts from God to accomplish this, but their actions are not based
solely on their natural ability, but on the
foundation of Christ’s teaching working
in them. They do not use them to dominate, but to serve the body.
Look at verses 18-23. This says a lot:
“Most assuredly I say to you, when you
were younger, you girded yourself and
walked where you wished, but when you
are old, you will stretch out your hands,
and another will gird you, and carry you
where you do not wish. (In other words,
he’ll be tied up. He’ll be led away in
chains.) This He spoke signifying by what
death he would glorify God. And when
He had spoken this, He said to him, follow Me. (He said to Peter, you follow Me,
not muckity-mucks, not men, because he

had a proclivity to climb up the ladder.
Then He says to him, listen to this.)
“Then Peter, turning around, saw the
disciple whom Jesus loved following,
who also had leaned on His breast at the
supper, and said, Lord, who is the one
who betrays You? Peter seeing him said
to Jesus, but Lord, what about this man?
Jesus said to him, if I will that he remain
till I come, what is that to you? You follow Me.”
All this doesn’t get any clearer. And
then of course it goes on to a few more
things. But, once again, Christ straightens
out Peter on this point. The whole world
has been deceived by the devil on how we
are to govern. The truth, the key to God’s
knowledge on this subject, has been the
chief focus of the devil’s attack on mankind for a long time.
Brethren, we must never allow a man
to place himself between us and our
Husband. There are no layers of lordship,
or benefactors, in the body of Christ, the
church. There’s only one Head, who gives
gifts to the various parts to help edify it in
love. Each of these gifts has a simple
authority, operating under the example of
imitating Christ. He will not rule or dominate His wife into submission as the
world understands it. He will care for her
by leading and maintaining her.
The key of knowledge, which has been
taken away, is that of the simple form of
governance that Christ espouses. It is
patriarchal, that which governs the conduct of families. That is why at the end of
the age Elijah will come and restore this
simple truth to those who have been
called of God.
Mal. 4:5-6 says: “Behold, I will send
you Elijah the prophet before the coming
of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.
And he will return the hearts of the fathers
to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers, lest I come and strike
the earth with a curse.”
I hope I’ve helped to make this subject
of the key of knowledge clearer. We can
only pray that God opens the minds of
those who are deluded and deceived. For
we live in a time when men are lovers of
themselves, lovers of money, boasters,
proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control,
brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather
than lovers of God, having a form of godliness, but denying it’s power.
They say they are rich and have become wealthy and have need of nothing.
Christ says from such people turn away
and answer His knock at the door. Listen
to His voice and open that closed door,
the door of hierarchy which shuts up the
kingdom of God to men, and let Him
come in and dine with you. The choice is
ours to make and no one can make it for
us. The way of God, or the way of deceived man.
May Christ our Husband come for us
soon and usher in the kingdom of His
Father.
Our peace we give to you,
—Brian Convery
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GulfCoast

Celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles on the

with the South Texas Church of God

The South Texas Church of God is calling all sojourners and
pilgrims to keep the Feast of Tabernacles at the
Drifters Resort (www.driftersresort.com),
Rockport, Texas, on the coast of the Gulf of
Mexico, October 1–8, 2012. This will be a
small intimate site with a family reunion
atmosphere. Drifters Resort offers
pristine clean cabins and RV sites
bathed by soothing Gulf breezes and
nestled among ancient, windswept
oaks. You will be able to walk to
services and hear motivating
messages, share meals made by the
loving hands of brethren, take a sunset harbor
cruise that includes watching the full harvest
moon rise over the ocean, share a professional
dinner show offered by the Halbrook family
with open mic for those interested in participating, share evening
campfires with pleasant sounds of the brethren’s voices singing in
harmony and unity. Rockport has so much to offer you for a great
Feast, such as some of the best coast fishing, enjoying the clean
“Blue Wave” beach, watching the many varieties of birds,
plus art galleries, shopping and outstanding restaurants.
For more info about this site or to request a Feast packet, please contact:

Terry A. Post • P.O. Box 1089 • La Vernia, TX 78121
210-392-4891 • terrypost@aireplastics.com

The Church of God
is not prepared for

The Return of Jesus Christ
Read it here:

ChildrenOfGod.net
PO Box 30332
Little Rock, AR 72260

DON’T

The Doctrine
of Deacons
The New Testament was written in Greek.
The word deacon used in the King James bible
is not a true translation of Greek. It is a transliteration—taking a word from one language to another as it sounds without translation. Elohim is Hebrew to English transliteration.
The Greek “deakonos” (Strong’s #1249)
is transliterated “deacon” only five times. It is
correctly translated “servant” three or more
times. It is translated “minister” over a dozen
times. But to make the deceptive transliteration deacon more glaring, the word
deacon is here inserted in the scriptures
below for effect to show the falsehood
of there being some physical office:
“. . . Jesus Christ was a deacon of the
circumcision for the truth of God . . .” (Rom
15:8). “. . . Is Christ therefore the deacon of
sin?” (Gal 2:17). Paul says “. . . I was made
a deacon according to the gift of the grace of
God . . .” (Eph 3:7). “. . . Wherefore I Paul am
made a deacon” (Col 1:23, 25). “Who then is
Paul, and who is Apollos, but deacons by
whom ye believed . . .” (1 Cor 3:5). “Who also
hath made us able deacons of the new testament . . .” (2 Cor 3:6). “. . . Approving ourselves
as the deacons of God . . .” (2 Cor 6:4). In 1
Tim 3, the English phrase “the office of a deacon” is one word in Greek “deakonea”
(Strong’s #1248/1249) correctly ministry or service. Phil 1:1 shows leaders of the Philippian
church as “bishops and deacons.” The correct
translation should be “overseers” and servants.
The false translation “bishops” (Greek episcopos) is correctly translated overseers in Acts
20:28. So in 1 Tim 3:8 it should read “Likewise
must the servants be grave . . .” 1 Tim 3:10
should be translated “And let these first also be
proved, then let them serve, being blameless”;
vs. 13: “For they that have served well purchase
to themselves a good reward . . .”
There is no such thing as the “office of deacon” or “office of bishop” in true scripture. For
true biblical family type government see the
article “Sent People, Older People and Servants” which explains the truth about “apostles, elders and deacons” (words used in the
King James Bible).
Check out harmony of 1 Tim 3, Nu 8, 1 Jn 2!
Regarding Acts 6: “It is urged that the traditional view which regards the seven as deacons is untenable because the term “deacon”
is never used in the narrative, and there is no
reference to the office in the Acts” (Encyclopaedia Britannica, 11th edition, 1911, “Presbyter”, pg. 281, paragraph 2e. (online 1911encyclopedia.org). Acts 21:8 tells us what
the seven were—“evangelists.”
The tables of Acts 6:2 were Bible study
tables to roll out scrolls for the wise seven to
teach scriptures to the thousands of converts!
© 2012 The Plainer Truth. More detailed info
from plaintruth7@gmail.com.

LET THE CURRENT QUESTIONING OF THE

The question of the correct canon of Scripture
is the latest in a series of shocks to test the faith
of Church of God members since the 1986
death of Mr Herbert W Armstrong (HWA),
who founded the former Worldwide Church of
God (WCG). Since 1986 just about every doctrine that HWA taught and even his personal
integrity have been questioned by many and in
particular during the 1990s.
Questioning the canon of Scripture is close
to the ultimate snare Satan can put before the
Church of God because, if we can not depend
on the Bible for Truth, then how can we be converted? Surely God must have provided his NT
Elect with a reliable Bible at least in the original OT Hebrew and NT Greek.
The canon of the Hebrew OT preserved by the
Jews was endorsed by our Lord Jesus reading
from this in synagogues (Luke 4:16-21). This
canon the Jews have preserved in its three divisions of: the Law, the Prophets and the Psalms
or Writings (Luke 24:44). Some may wonder
about the Apocryphal books but since neither
Jesus, nor the apostles nor the Jews claim these
as part of the OT these should not be added to
the canon of the Hebrew OT.
That leaves the question of the canon of the
Greek NT. Did God leave that to the priests or
theologians of mainstream Christendom and
therefore in some doubt? This article reveals a
surprise agent to complete the canon of the
Greek NT.
During the 1st-century AD converts in the
Apostolic church of God depended on the OT
Scriptures and the teachings of the apostles
(Acts 17:10-12). Today we still have the OT
Scriptures and the apostles’ NT teaching in the
form of 4 Gospels, Acts, 21 epistles and
Revelation.
Fourteen of the epistles were written by
Paul, and Peter endorses Paul’s writings (2 Pet
3:15-16). In John 17:20 Jesus endorsed the
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teachings of his disciples with “Neither pray I
for these (His disciples) alone, but for them
also which shall believe on me through their
word” (NT). A few verses earlier Jesus prayed,
“Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is
truth” (John 17:17).
Surely we can depend on God having provided the correct canon of NT scripture and we
should not be concerned how He did this. To
question whether we have the right canon of
NT Scripture is like believing that God is the
Author of Confusion, which Paul assures us is
not the case (1 Corinthians 14:33).
I should remind the reader that false men have
always found their way into the Church of God
and who have misled many. Currently false
men are rejecting Jesus’ independent and selfexistent deity and even that He existed prior to
his Bethlehem birth. To gain insight into this
read the article “Can you Answer the Apparent
Conundrum of Isaiah 44:6, ‘Beside me there is
no God’?”, which appeared on page 18 of Issue
148 of The Journal (Feb. 29, 2012). In particular Section 3, “Evidence of Jesus’ original
deity”. Unconverted men have always entered
the churches of God pretending to be teachers
of light and usually they claim to be scholars of
theology but let us remember that man’s scholarship brought us the false teachings of the
Trinity, Evolution and the Big Bang and much
more besides.
Let us return to the canon of NT Scripture as we
know it. The number seven and its multiples
denote spiritual perfection. For example, God
completed the week with the 7th-day Sabbath,
Revelation 1-3 reveals there will be 7 NT
church eras, and the Bible consists of 7 parts:
the Law, Prophets, Psalms, the Gospels, Acts,
the Epistles and Revelation.
There are 21 epistles in the NT and since 21
is a multiple of 7 this marks that we have a
complete set of epistles. With Hebrews Paul
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Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
Jesus of Nazareth warned his followers that those who would soon
come after him should be very careful about how they built the
Church of God.
He warned that the coming of false prophets would cause the
church to be built upon a foundation of sand, unless certain principles were followed.
Did Jesus of Nazareth warn his followers to be cautious about building their house, the house of God, upon sand?
When we look at the modern church of the 20th and 21st century, do
we see a house built upon sand, or one built upon the rock?
Do we see a house that stands and grows strong, or do we see a
house of God that splits and falls?
This short but powerful Bible study will assist all Christians in their
quest to construct and nourish a growing Church of God.
Please visit our website, and study our recent article: “A House Built
upon Sand.” You might even consider using the article as a Bible
study guide with your fellowship group.

SCRIPTURE

“A House Built upon Sand”
I think you will find to be an eye-opening study.
Please visit our website at

ReconciliationGroup.org

SHAKE YOUR FAITH IN

contributed 14 of these 21 epistles and since the
number 14 is also a multiple of 7, we are
assured that we have a complete set of Paul’s
epistles. The remaining 7 epistles are written by
James, Peter, John and Jude. Revelation completes the canon of NT Scripture and to this
nothing may be added and from this nothing
may be taken (Rev 22:18-19).
Although Luke was not an apostle, he contributed his Gospel and Acts which he wrote
for his Greek acquaintance Theophilus (Luke
1:1-4; Acts 1:1). Luke’s writings provide valuable insights into Jesus’ ministry and the history of the early church. Paul acknowledges
Luke’s steadfastness in Colossians 4:14 and in
2 Timothy 4:11 and we may therefore trust
that Luke’s contributions are part of the canon
of the NT.
I could conclude this article here because what
more do we need to trust that God provided us
with the complete canon of NT Scripture?
However, I should add a little more that may
cause readers to see the futility of man’s ‘scholarly’ questioning of the canon of Scripture and
that we should rather trust that God the Father
is in control.
We can not be converted to God’s Truth and
worship Him in spirit and truth (John 4:24) if
we lack the correct canon of OT and NT
Scripture. Surely God Himself arranged the
provision of the correct canon of Scripture and
not a Pope as some assert! Let us now consider
the Apostle John’s influence on the canon of
NT Scripture.
It is widely accepted that John was the last
surviving apostle. My article Q12, The Two
Witnesses Identified From the Bible, explains
that the Bible reveals that John will be one of
the Two Witnesses and that therefore, like
Enoch (Heb 11:5), John too has not seen death!
The NT gives a surprisingly amount of information on John’s role as one of the Two

GOD’S WORD!

Witnesses but it seems no one in the Church of
God recognized this.
In the past a number of people have foolishly speculated that either they or two of their
contemporaries would be the Two Witnesses
but such claims have always failed.
Since Amos wrote, “Surely the LORD God
will do nothing, but he revealeth his secret unto
his servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7); shouldn’t we expect to find in the Bible the identity of
the Two Witnesses? The aforementioned
Article Q12 shows we can.
That article shows that Enoch and John will
be the end-time Two Witnesses. So God may
well have used John to preserve the correct
canon of NT Scripture. Remember that John
had to send the Book of Revelation to the seven
churches in Asia minor (Rev 1:11). With that
John could easily have indicated the correct
canon of NT Scripture.
No doubt it will be claimed that secular ‘scholarship’ shows that a Pope or his agent determined the canon of NT Scripture. But can we
trust mainstream theologians or a Pope to get
their scholarship right? Man’s scholars,
whether these be theologians or theoretical scientists, always get their theories wrong. Werner
Heisenberg postulated in 1927 his Uncertainty
Principle concerning the momentum and location of sub-atomic particles (e.g. electrons) but
I believe God knows precisely where these are!
The theorists also postulate that sub-atomic
‘particles’ are best represented, so help me, as
‘probability waves’! Let the NT Elect have
faith in God rather than in man’s sloppy scholarship and especially when used in vain
attempts to explain the mysteries of God.
The papers referred to above are freely available by writing to Henk Jens, P.O. Box 121,
Belmore, NSW, 2192, Australia or at my
Internet Homepage www.rightly-dividing.net.
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Rader and Wallace memoirs recall 60 Minutes interview
that no other member of the church
had talked to us.”

Continued from page 1

two months later, on April 15.
It included what Mr. Wallace described as a Stanley Rader “temper
tantrum” that was “the high point of
our 60 Minutes report, which we
called ‘God and Mammon.’ ”
Blow by blow
Here’s a blow-by-blow from Mr.
Wallace’s point of view:
“. . . Rader told me, with considerable fervor, that the man he served,
Herbert Armstrong, was worthy of
being compared to the early disciples
who occupy such a hallowed place in
Christian belief and history:
“RADER: No question in my mind.
He is the most amazing human being
that God has ever placed on this earth
in two thousand years. No question.
“WALLACE: In other words, he is the
equivalent of the men who sat with
Jesus Christ at the Last Supper?
“RADER: In my opinion, yes.”
Surprise attack
Mr. Wallace was building up to a
surprise attack on the church attorney:
the revelation that 60 Minutes was in
possession of two “leaked” audio
tapes of phone conversations Mr.
Armstrong had had with a high-ranking church official.
Mr. Wallace did not name the offi-

Composure lost
But, when Mr. Wallace played the
tapes during the interview, “Rader lost
his composure and launched into a
tirade. First, he accused us of having
acquired the tapes illegally.

because of Mr. Rader’s intense lobbying of state lawmakers, “the California legislature passed a law that
severely limited the power of the
state attorney general to probe into
the financial affairs of tax-exempt
religious organizations, like the one
Rader represented.
“That, in effect, scotched the legal

and subtly placed innuendo.
“The masquerade of most ‘investigative reporting’ as news is therefore
a sham. Wallace illustrated this only
too clearly in his ‘God and Mammon’
segment.”
Mr. Rader, who died in 2002, concluded his summary of the WallaceRader encounter:

The taped conversations indicated Mr. Armstrong felt
trapped by his relationship with Mr. Rader and was
trying to get out from under his influence.
FELLOW TRAVELERS—Stanley Rader
(left) sits alongside Herbert W. Armstrong
in the 1970s.

cial. Mr. Rader, in his book, states that
the church official was Wayne Cole,
who had been the WCG’s director of
pastoral administration.
In the taped conversations Mr.
Armstrong revealed that he felt
trapped by his relationship with Mr.
Rader and was trying to get out from
under his influence.
“Until then,” Mr. Wallace wrote,
“Rader had come across as glib and
self-assured, a man who seemed to
welcome the challenge of 60 Minutes.
He was sure that he held the upper
hand because he arrogantly assumed

“Then he threatened to sue us . . .
“Finally he resorted to a personal
attack on me and my line of work,
which I quote now in fond memory of
that lively encounter:
“Mike, look, I think you’d better
scrap everything, because you’re on
my list, okay? You’re never going to
live it down, Mike, I guarantee it. I’ll
use it as a springboard to show just
what the press is, because you’re contemptible . . . I’d like you to get out of
here, immediately.”
Intense lobbying
In summarizing his encounter with
Mr. Rader, Mr. Wallace reported that,

effort to hold the church accountable
for the vast resources it had accumulated over the years.”
Yellow journalism
In Mr. Rader’s summary of the
same events, he stated that “so-called
‘investigative reporting’ only too often
is a misnomer for the most blatant
form of yellow journalism.
“The ‘investigator’ usually starts
with his conclusion (that is, the view
he wishes the public to hold) and
carefully builds up to it through
selective investigation (again, frequently from ‘undisclosed sources’),
selective and/or incorrect quotation,

“Wallace took the title of his telecast [‘God and Mammon’] from Matthew 6:24. I commend to him another
passage from the same gospel:
“ ‘Every idle word that men shall
speak, they shall give account therefore in the day of judgment’ (Matthew
12:36).”
Further listening and reading
For the 18-minute sound track of
the 60 Minutes TV broadcast, go to
tinyurl.com/raderwallace.
See also “Stanley Rader, WCG Evangelist and Treasurer and Confidant of
Herbert W. Armstrong, Dies,” issue No.
66, THE JOURNAL, dated July 30, 2002.

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 2

angel, but I remember a time when one
must have been watching over me.
During World War II I was an Army
Air Corps fighter pilot. I started pilot
training at Kelly Airbase at San Antonio, Texas, and there I remember
reading in a newspaper about a midair
collision over the middle of Texas that
killed two pilots flying AT-6 advanced-training planes.
One of the planes had to be flying at
the wrong altitude for this to happen. I
remember thinking of the huge odds
for this to happen over such a large
airspace over Texas.
Eight months later I was completing the advanced phase of my training
at Aloe Airbase at Victoria, Texas, flying the same AT-6 advanced-training
planes mentioned in that newspaper
article.
I was completing the cross-country
phase of my training. It was a beautiful day, and I was enjoying the
scenery.
Suddenly that newspaper article

flashed into my mind, which alerted
me.
I looked around quickly, and coming at me from my right I saw an AT6 trainer like mine on a collision
course with me!
I pulled up quickly, and that plane

trainers, with one flying at the wrong
altitude, colliding in that huge airspace over Texas, and then find myself
in the same situation, and then I
remember about it at the exact instant
to avoid colliding in exactly the same
way as that article reported?

It is certainly time for this kind of
evaluation of where exactly the
church stands on different issues.
Unfortunately, I think the conservatives get into idolatry when they think
that in order to be saved we have to
see Herbert Armstrong as our “spiritu-

‘I looked around quickly, and coming
at me from my right I saw an AT-6 trainer like
mine on a collision course with me!’
crossed under me exactly where I
would have been.
The other plane was flying at the
wrong altitude just like the situation in
the newspaper account—and it happened in the same part of Texas in the
same way.
Whenever I remember this situation I think of the huge odds involved.
What are the odds that I would read
about a situation involving two AT-6

The odds of all that happening are
almost impossible without some divine involvement.
Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.
Conservatives and progressives
A year or two ago a discussion on
“conservatives” and “progressives” in
the United Church of God appeared in
THE JOURNAL.

al father.” That is carrying adoration
into the God realm.
Some teach that going outside the
Armstrong teachings is going outside
the Bible, which just shows how much
they are still part of a flawed system.
Even Gamaliel said in Acts 5 that
any work of men will come to nothing, and that is exactly what has happened to the perfect college created by
one man’s objective to be one of the

great and near-great.
I also think that the progressives
need to realize that “mingling themselves with the seed of men,” as prophesied in Daniel 2:43, happens in the
church, not out in the world, so they
need to be sure to follow Christ, not
religious traditions of the Jews or
Adventists simply because they keep
the Sabbath.
There are other religions that keep
the Sabbath, and that is not what God
says saves us, but circumcision of the
heart (Hebrews 8:10), which involves
the entire Word of God.
See James 1:21: “Accept with meekness the engrafted Word which is able
to save your souls.” That is a powerful
statement.
We cannot limit God to one man’s
ideas, because God is not limited by
men.
The COGs are scattered because of
following men instead of “the Man,
Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5).
Myra McQueen
Via the Internet

The Sabbath is the Wardrobe, a portal to another reality
Continued from page 4

mandments: The Significance of God’s
Laws in Everyday Life contains a
lengthy and insightful chapter devoted
to the Sabbath. The book is worth
buying for this chapter alone.
It’s all about God
The Sabbath is about God. It points
to the reality of an active, creating,

tian) or imposed by our own sins or
by our mortal flesh doomed to decay
and death. “There remains, then, a
Sabbath rest for the people of God”
(Hebrews 4:9).
The Kingdom as Sabbath
We are invited to enter God’s “rest”
to share the life of God. The Sabbath
is God’s gift to man to be entered and

down together, a millennial rest from
evils—it is a vision of a future reality.
It is a futuristic envisioning that is
beyond anything seen in history.
The prophetical Sabbath contains a
fantasylike world the prophets of old
describe, a future world almost beyond conception. Paul quotes Isaiah in
his discussion of our glorious future:
“No eye has seen, no ear has heard,

The Sabbath pictures our pilgrimage to the ultimate rest of
God’s Kingdom. It pictures our freedom from slavery, whether
that imposed by men or by our sins or our mortal flesh.
saving Deity. The Sabbath bids man,
for whom the day was made, to stop!
look! and listen!
Pause from work, look heavenward
to see God arrayed in glorious beauty
and listen to His Torah, His instructions on how to live.
Seen at its broadest scope, the Sabbath pictures our pilgrimage to the
ultimate rest of God’s Kingdom. It
pictures our freedom from slavery,
whether that imposed by men (Egyp-

enjoyed. The resurrection to eternal
life is in fact the portal into entering
the never-ending Kingdom of God:
the enduring Sabbath of rest and peace
for the children of God.
It is this Kingdom that Jesus calls
us to “seek first.”
Beyond history
As the Sabbath is symbolic of the
coming Kingdom of God—that time
of world peace, lion and lamb lying

no mind has conceived what God has
prepared for those who love him—but
God has revealed it to us by his Spirit”
(1 Corinthians 2:9-10).
This side of the Kingdom
Are you curious about what the
millennial Sabbath will be like? Can
celebrating the weekly Sabbath give
us a taste of what the millennial Sabbath holds? I think so.
One picture that Scripture presents

of the sabbatical Kingdom of God is
that of a grand banquet, “a feast of rich
food for all peoples, a banquet of aged
wine—the best of meats and the finest
of wines” (Isaiah 25:6).
This side of the Kingdom, God’s
people are encouraged to have love
feasts as regular celebrations in their
walk Godward. These meals are for
many a highlight of Sabbath enjoyment.
Do you remember the warm and satisfying feelings you savored after a
pleasantly wonderful family meal?
Maybe it was at a holiday or reunion or
weekly Sabbath fellowship. The spiritual refreshment of acceptance, belonging, laughter, shared love and loyalty
lingers long after the feast is over.

These little feasts are but tasty hors
d’oeuvres of what the Kingdom will
bring for all peoples to enjoy.
Enter the Wardrobe
Open the door and move into time
prepared for you. The Sabbath isn’t
just another doctrine to add to a statement of faith, not just another piece of
room furniture. It is the Wardrobe, a
God-given portal to peer into His
future and enjoy His presence as we
rest from our labors.
Challenge yourself, your family and
your friends to enjoy God’s gift of the
seventh-day Sabbath. Enter the portal
to share God’s cycle and rhythm of
life. He bids us: “Enter My rest.”

ENDNOTES
1 Tabor, James D., Restoring Abrahamic Faith,
Genesis 2000, 2124 Crown Center Dr., Suite
200, Charlotte, N.C. 28227, Genesis2000.org,
2008, pp. 44-45.
2 Angelus Silesius (meaning Silesian messenger) is the pseudonym that 17th-century poet
Johann Scheffler used for his writings, rhymes
and poems. He was the son of a Polish noble
and German mother, served as a court physician for German rulers and in 1661 became a
Catholic priest.

3 Exodus 3:2.
4 Heschel, Abraham Joshua, The Sabbath,
Harper Collins, 1951, p. 100.
5 Klinghoffer, David, Shattered Tablets: Why We
Ignore the Ten Commandments at Our Peril,
Doubleday, 2007, p. 98.
6 Schlessinger, Dr. Laura, and Rabbi Stewart
Vogel, The Ten Commandments: The significance of God’s Laws in Everyday Life, Cliff
Street Books, 1998, pp. 107-108.
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Kachin COG ministry could use some help
By Dixon Cartwright
So far, he said, “Church of God
Church of God ministry in Ka- members and believers are not includchinland is providing food for ed yet among the refugees.”
Christian refugees, reports LaSixty-four Christian refugees have
zum Brang, who describes himself as fled to “our hometown,” which is the
a gospel minister and
frontier evangelist.
In a letter to T HE
J OURNAL Mr. Lazum
said the brethren in his
part of the world could
use some help from
Americans.
(Some news and reference sources refer to
Lazum Brang’s homeland as Kachinland.
Some say it’s an independent nation within
the boundaries of Burma, also known as
Myanmar. Wikipedia
and other sources call it
Kachin State and list it FEAST VISIT—Lazum Brang (left) attends a Feast of
as the northernmost pro- Tabernacles observance a few years. [Courtesy photo]
vince of Burma.)
Lake Indawgyi Region of Kachinland.
A million refugees
“By the grace of God we have sucIn April 2012 Lazum Brang wrote cessfully celebrated Passover and
that “Kachinland has now nearly Feast of Unleavened Bread in our
1,000,000 Christian refugees because hometown,” Mr. Lazum continued.
of the terrible fighting between Ka- “The participants are around 20 perchin armies and the Burma govern- sons including children.
ment armies.”
“This year all the scattered church

A

members could not gather together
here because of the terrible war. The
local Church of God members only
gathered together at our home.”
Much work, few workers
Both in Kachinland and central
Burma, Mr. Lazum reports, “membership is increased every year among the
Kachin tribes and Karen tribes.
“Today we are all standing on our
feet as orphanage children here. Our
mission fields are very vast, but the
workers are very few.”
Mr. Lazum concluded his letter to
THE JOURNAL with a plea to American
congregations and individuals.
“Please convey to all the American
Church of God members about the
new vast mission fields both in Kachinland and central Burma,” he
wrote, “especially among the Kachin
and Karen tribes . . .
“Our hometown is the headquarter[s] of Church of God at present time.
We are needing some sponsors from
America for our future ministries.”
Write Lazum Brang at Karai Kasang a Hpung, P.O. Na Mawn–
01114, Lake Indawgyi Region, Kachinland, Via Myanmar (Burma).
See also a report from Lazum Brang
in THE JOURNAL No. 146, Dec. 20,
2011, beginning on page 7 of that issue.

New book on COGs on its way to printer
By Dixon Cartwright
fter two years in the making,
David V. Barrett’s new book is
available for preorder at the
Web site of Oxford University Press
(OUP) and will come out as ink and
paper in December 2012.
It’s The Fragmentation of a Sect,
and it’s about Herbert W. Armstrong
and his legacy.
Mr. Barrett, who originally wrote
Fragmentation as the dissertation for
his Ph.D. in the sociology of religion
at the London School of Economics,
wrote a different, but overlapping,
book back in 2001.

A

Schism in the WCG
It was The New Believers, published by Cassell & Co., which featured a case study of the WCG in a
chapter titled “Schism in a Sect: The
Worldwide Church of God and Its
Offshoots.”
The new Fragmentation book,
states a release from the OUP, “examines the processes involved in schism
and the varying forms of legitimation
of authority within both the original
church and its range of offshoots, from
hardline to comparatively liberal.”
It features “the first sociological
study of Worldwide Church of God
offshoots and “proposes a new typo-

logical model for categorizing various
outcomes to new churches on the death
of their founder.”
Four years ago Mr.
Barrett had solicited
help with his research
for the book through an
article under his byline
in THE JOURNAL.

WCG, such as Raymond Cole’s
Church of God the Eternal and Garner
Ted Armstrong’s Church of God International, affected by the
massive changes in the
WCG and their aftermath?

Why fret?
Mr. Barrett has taught
WCG questionnaire
religious studies and English, programmed comHe had come up with
puters and worked as an
a questionnaire for minintelligence analyst for
isters and other memthe British and U.S. govbers of the WCG and its
ernments. He has been a
derivatives.
full-time freelance writer
He noted he was trysince 1991. He also plays
ing to find out things
fretless bass in the rocklike the following:
jazz-blues band Midnight
What did it feel David V. Barrett
(midnight-music.info).
like for ministers and
His 352-page volume,
other members to realize that their own church was aban- at $55 at OUP (tinyurl.com/david-vbarrett) and $47.50 at Amazon.com,
doning its teachings?
What it was like to leave the will be more expensive than Mr. Barrett had expected, “so let’s hope
WCG?
What was the trigger that caused there’s a paperback edition,” he says.
See also “Book Includes Section on
people to leave the WCG?
Why did members initially go to WCG and Derivatives,” THE JOURNAL, Jan. 31, 2001; “Author Requests
the PCG, GCG or UCG?
Why did many members later Help With His Study of the WCG
move on from these to other churches? Offshoots,” July 31, 2008, issue; and
How were members of COGs “An Outside Writer Looks at Garner
who had earlier separated from the Ted’s Legacy,” Sept. 30, 2003.
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Notes and quotes
Into all the world
LINCOLN, England—CGOM’s
New Horizons magazine is going
strong, with bases in England,
Canada and Oklahoma.
Editor James McBride of
Lincoln,
England, is
doing his
best to follow
the exhortation in Matthew 28 to
“disciple all
nations.”
CGOM,
the Churches of God
James McBride
Outreach
Ministries,
invites “all independent fellowships of whatever size” and all
individuals to be friends with the
worldwide ministry.
To subscribe to New Horizons
or for more information about the
ministry, write CGOM, P.O. Box
54621, Tulsa, Okla. 74155,
U.S.A., or the Churches of God
UK, P.O. Box 2525, Lincoln LN5
7PF, U.K. E-mail Mr. McBride at
coguk@aol.com.
Directory of Sabbath
observers
BATTLE GROUND, Wash.—
The Directory of SabbathObserving Groups is available at
a discount from the Bible
Sabbath Association.
An announcement in the
BSA’s Sabbath Sentinel magazine for January-February 2012
describes the directory as the
“yellow pages” for Sabbath-keeping churches and other groups.
“It also provides the migrant
(geographically or spiritually)
Sabbatarian a means to find
another compatible group,” the
announcement stated.
“Finally, the directory is a
vehicle for cooperation among
and between various Saturday
Sabbath keepers.
“Even if, at the present, we do
not agree on everything, there is
much to learn from other Sabbatarian groups and Christians.”
The discounted price is
$17 plus $3 for shipping and
handling. To order call (888)
687-5191.
Two AC Big Sandy ’60s
reunions coming up
LINCOLN, Ark.—John
Dickerson of Lincoln and Tom
Williams of Laceys Spring, Ala.,
are planning reunions for
Ambassador College Big Sandy
students from the 1960s.
A reunion in June 2011 near
Dallas, Texas, was so successful, with more than 200 Big
Sandy former students and their
spouses and friends showing up,
that Mr. Williams, one of the
organizers, would like to do a
weeklong event in 2013.
When exactly will it happen?
“Well, the answer is we’re not
sure yet,” he said. “However, we
are looking at an entire week,
June 10 through June 16, 2013.”
The reunion will again be in
the Dallas area.
“One of the most frequent
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requests was more time to
spend together, so for this next
year the reunion will be a full
seven-day, six-night affair.”
For AC alumni who can’t wait
for 2013, former AC students
John Dickerson and Jackie
Brown Gutierrez are planning
“Dinner at the Doubletree in
Dallas” for AC ’60s students on
Oct. 27, 2012.
Write Mr. Williams about the
2013 event at twilliams@tv24.tv.
Write Mr. Dickerson or Mrs.
Gutierrez about the dinner in
October 2012 at txndwnunder@
yahoo.com or jackiekays49@
yahoo.com.
For much more about 1960s
Big Sandy alumni, see the Web
site designed and operated by
Mr. Williams’ wife, Nancy, at
ambassadorbigsandyalumni.com.
Camp meeting in Idaho
MERIDIAN, Idaho—A magazine called ACTS: Advocating
Christ the Savior is available for
free (although a donation is suggested) from the publishing
house of the General Council
Churches of God (Seventh Day)
based in Meridian.
The CG7 Meridian is not to be
confused with the larger CG7
denomination headquartered in
Denver, Colo.
A recent ACTS issue features
an article from the church
board’s president, Tom Kendrick,
about the coming 2012 General
Council Campmeeting.
“Come to campmeeting this
year willing to do your part to
remove the blinders and asking
God to open our eyes to see
the world in a new light,” Mr.
Kendrick writes.
This year’s camp will take
place July 2-7 in Meridian.
For more information write
CG7 Meridian at 1827 W. 3rd
St., Meridian, Idaho 83646,
U.S.A., or adminasst@
cogpublishing.org.
Visit the church’s Web site
at actsforgod.org. Or phone
(208) 888-6670.
New Bible translation
JERUSALEM—Don Esposito
announces a new Bible, the
Hebraic Roots Bible: A Literal
Translation.
Mr. Esposito, senior elder of
the Congregation of YHWH
Jerusalem, says the new version
“is more amazing than the Dead
Sea Scrolls.”
It is a “literal translation, and we
believe it to
be the closest Bible to
the original
language
that was
written thousands of
Don Esposito
years ago.”
The Old Testament is from the
“original Hebrew manuscripts”
and the NT from the “original
Aramaic,” Mr. Esposito said.
For more information go to
coyhwh.com.
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