TheJournal
News of the Churches of God

Vol. XVI, No. 1

2

Readers react to the two canon
articles in the December issue

7

Walter Wink asks which response
to evil would Jesus recommend

24

Ian Boyne of the CGI Jamaica
debates a Church of Christ elder

24

A Canadian university student is
taking a survey of COG members

Founded 1997

Issue No. 147 (Jan. 31, 2012)

Pastor says don’t ‘cram’
Bible’s passages together
By Dixon Cartwright
IG SANDY, Texas—A pastor
of a Big Sandy congregation
proved from the Bible during a
sermon on the Sabbath of Jan. 14,
2012, that God requires members of
his congregation to rid themselves of
their worldly possessions.
In a second sermon after a 20-minute break, the same pastor proved just
as conclusively that the Bible teaches
that Christians do not have to divest
themselves of their material goods.
If audience members were expecting Dave Havir, pastor of the Church
of God Big Sandy (CGBS), to yell
“April Fools’!” they were disappointed. Besides, April 1 was three months
away.
But he wasn’t exactly joking. He
was making a serious point: that
preachers can come to remarkably
different conclusions in their exhortations and yet all be sermonizing from
the same book: the Bible.

B

Jesus says go and sell
When demonstrating from Scripture that believers must divest themselves of all their property, Mr. Havir
cited Jesus’ conversation with a young
man as reported in Matthew 19.
“If you want to be perfect,” Jesus
told His would-be disciple, “go, sell
what you have and give to the poor,
and you will have treasure in heaven;
and come, follow Me.”
Jesus’ saying was hard for the

T

young man, and he turned around and
walked away.
The homeless life
Similarly, in Luke 9, Jesus commented that He, identifying Himself
as the Son of Man, “has nowhere to
lay His head.”
Thus, Jesus implied, a preacher of
righteousness should live as a homeless
person, with no physical possessions.
Christians should not just make
themselves bereft of material goods.
Jesus said to a believer who wanted to
go home to take care of final arrangements for his father:
“Let the dead bury their own dead,
but you go and preach the kingdom of
God.”
Other New Testament writings say
essentially the same thing. The physician Luke, writing in the book of Acts,
reported that on the new church’s first
Day of Pentecost the brethren sold
their personal possessions and goods
and “distributed them among themselves” and thereby owned “all things
in common.”
A little later the disciple Barnabas,
according to Luke in Acts 4, sold his
real estate and turned the proceeds
over to the apostles.
Not wrong to own
In introducing his second sermon,
Mr. Havir confided in his audience
that he doesn’t really believe ChrisSee THE BIBLE, page 6

LCG and UCG on speaking
terms, but they won’t merge

T

CGWA sets up
HQ in Dallas

can only imagine that the only way
the groups would get together is if
those in UCG would want to become part of LCG.”
Dr. Thiel said he and other LCG
members have always been “open”
to UCG members joining up with
the LCG, but only if they’re “sincere
about it.”
J
photo
He has discussed with
“all the top leaders of
LCG” on many occasions the concept of the
improbable consolidation of the two groups,
and “they tell me basically the same thing.”

hree officials of the Living
Church of God met with their
counterparts from the United
Church of God of Milford, Ohio, for
two days in January 2012.
Presiding Evangelist Roderick
Meredith, Richard Ames and Doug
Winnail of the LCG played host to
the UCG's Dennis Luker, Victor Kubik and
Peter Eddington Jan.
9-10 at LCG headquarters in Charlotte, N.C.
Mr. Luker, UCG
president, said his
church’s “team felt most
welcome and were
treated very warmly”
Hard to believe
by the LCG folks.
A big problem with a
In addition to the
merger would be the
meetings, the UCG
official statement of bevisitors from Ohio
liefs, he said.
were treated to a tour Roderick Meredith
“There are many difof the LCG’s headquarters and adjacent media center. ferences in doctrine and priorities
Robert Thiel of Arroyo Grande, that we in LCG would not be willing
Calif., an unofficial spokesman for to change for a merger with UCG—
the LCG and blogger at cogwriter. or Cogwa [the Church of God a
com, commented to THE JOURNAL on Worldwide Association], for that
the rumor that the LCG-UCG meet- matter—to take place . . .
“Just because many of us in LCG
ing presages a merger of the two
sometimes speak with people in
organizations.
UCG, this does not mean that we are
In short
interested in a merger where we are
“The short answer to your ques- expected to compromise what we
tion is no,” he said. “For many years believe are biblically appropriate
some people have speculated that positions that differ from several of
the positions that UCG has.”
LCG and UCG might merge.
Visit Dr. Thiel at cogwriter.com.
“Yet those of us in LCG really
OURNAL

HISTORY OF THE CANON—Influential in compiling the books of the Christian Bible
was Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria, Egypt (above). In A.D. 367 he first published a list
of religious writings that is almost identical to the 39 Old Testament and 27 New Testament
books accepted today as canonical by most Protestant and Church of God Christians.
Many Protestant scholars call Athanasius the father of the canon, but a full dogmatic listing of the canon was not made until the 16th century at councils for Roman Catholicism
and the Church of England. See pages 1, 2 and 3 of this issue of THE JOURNAL for articles
and letters that follow up on two canon-related articles in the December 2011 issue.

he Church of God a Worldwide Association (CGWA),
known informally as Cogwa,
has a new Dallas-area location.
Recent reports have CGWA officials securing an office location to
complete the official move of the
Florida-based COG to Texas.
A Cogwa member said recently
that church staffers have secured
office space but haven’t revealed
the exact place to congregations.
Jim Franks is church president.
The ministerial board of directors is David Baker, Arnold Hampton, Joel Meeker (chairman), Richard Pinelli, Larry Salyer, Dick
Thompson and Leon Walker.
The doctrine committee is John
Foster, Bruce Gore, Don Henson,
David Johnson and Ralph Levy.
The committee for moral and
ethics assessment is Mike Blackwell, Larry Neff (chairman), Mike
Hanisko, Les McCullough and Paul
Suckling.
The mailing address is P.O. Box
540697, Dallas, Texas 75354, U.S.A.
Or phone (888) 926-4929.

Journal readers weigh in on discussion of the
Bible canon that started in last month’s issue
By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—An elephant in the room can be a
touchy subject for some but no
big deal for others.
In this issue readers of THE JOURNAL weigh in, pro and con, on a topic
introduced by JOURNAL publisher
Dixon Cartwright in the previous
issue, No. 146, dated Dec. 20, 2011.
The subject: the canon, the list of
books recognized by Church of God
and most Protestant Christians as authoritative communication directly
from God.
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The elephant in the room
In his editorial, “Lo and Behold, an
Elephant Is in Our Room,” Mr. Cartwright broached a subject that he says
most conservative Christians almost
never talk about even though it has
profound implications for Christians’
view of the Bible and therefore their
view of God and everything else.
“Yet where did our approved list of
Bible books come from,” Mr. Cart-

wright asked, “and how do we know
that God inspired and even breathed
them as holy writ?”
The elephant in the room is “right
there beside us and we don’t notice
that the books we virtually venerate
reside in our system of beliefs thanks
to the imposed authority of a religious
organization that Protestants and the
Churches of God general reject.”
The organization Mr. Cartwright
mentioned is the Catholic Church, although he says he isn’t being critical
of Catholics.
“I mentioned them because I think
it’s ironic that Catholics, and their predecessors, decided on which books
should be considered Scripture even
though they don’t believe in sola
scriptura, the principle of relying
solely on the Bible for doctrines.”
The brethren react
JOURNAL readers are reacting to the
Cartwright editorial, and that’s fine
with Mr. Cartwright.
“I wanted to start a discussion about

UCG’s Kindle books
available at Amazon.com

M

ILFORD, Ohio—The United Church of God
an International Association (UCG) announced that some of its
JOURNAL photo
booklets are available at the world’s
largest bookseller, Amazon.com.
Readers can download “our electronic booklets (e-books) to their
Amazon Kindle tablet e-readers
. . . via the Amazon Kindle store,”
stated a UCG press release.
The Kindle is Amazon’s proprietary e-book reader, which is the
most popular such device.
E-books in the Kindle as well Aaron Booth
as the Nook (Barnes & Nobles) format are also available directly from the UCG at ucg.org, announced
UCG media manager Aaron Booth.

this, and maybe I have.”
Someone could reasonably ask him
why he would even bring this up.
“The main reason,” he said, “is exclusivism. I see the canon, the received
list of religious writings, as sitting at the
heart of a system that has led to many
sincerely religious people looking down
their noses, and much, much worse, at
other sincerely religious people.”
Letters and editorials
The response to the canon article,
and a related one by Alex Ciurana in
the same issue, so far is letters and six
editorials in this issue beginning on
page 3. The editorialists include Mike
Baran, Gordon Feil, Ken Westby, Wes
White and Ian Willis.
“Some of the writers misunderstand
me, thereby inadvertently misrepresenting me on some points,” Mr. Cartwright continued. “That’s okay, and
the discussion continues. I think all the
articles and letters are helpful and I
appreciate them. We’ll see where
things go from here.”

UCG elder joins RCG

A

longtime elder with the WCG and, more recently, the United Church of God surprised many of
his friends in various churches Jan. 7, 2012.
On that day Dale Schurter of
Ridge, N.Y., began circulating a letter to announce he was leaving the
UCG and joining David C. Pack’s
ministry, the Restored Church of God.
The nine-page missive explained
he had determined that Mr. Pack
is truer to the legacy of WCG
founder Herbert W. Armstrong than
is the UCG.
Dale Schurter
In a letter to UCG elders dated
the same day, UCG officials Dennis Luker and Victor
Kubik said they were “disappointed” and “shocked.”
They encouraged UCG members to “remain steadfast”
and pray that Mr. Schurter’s leaving “does not distress
or hinder our brethren in New York and elsewhere.”
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Letters from our readers
Split keeps happening
our JOURNAL is doing a great
service for serious COG members who want to know what is
going on with all of the COG folks
around the world.
After the Tkaches hijacked the
WCG, serious members dropped out
and joined the various offshoot
groups. As you know better than I,
many leaders of these offshoot groups
had no intention of assisting these
groups to get together. They preferred
to establish their own churches, and
various leaders are still causing new
church splits.
In 1995 I followed the part of the
local WCG that joined
the UCG. The
UCG then split
a couple of
times since,
and I don’t
know when
this will stop.
Other offshoot
churches have
also split.
Earl Cayton
The basic biblical doctrines
of the splitting groups has pretty much
stayed the same. They merely follow
new leaders.
In my opinion these new leaders
are thinking more about their own
power politics than about the members of their congregations.
I’ve been traveling a lot the last
several years, and I’ve been attending
Sabbath services with whatever COG
church is in that area. I continue to
notice that the basic biblical doctrines
stay the same, and members tell me
how much it hurts to lose old longtime
friendships at each split.
I spend a bit of time in Kauai, Hawaii, where a small group of COG folks
get together on Sabbath. These folks are
from the pre-1995 WCG or one of the
more-recent splits. These people get
along just fine because there are no
leaders there who create more splits.
I wonder what God thinks about all
of this.
Earl Cayton
San Francisco, Calif.
The image of Mr. Cayton, above, is
a self-portrait. The artist’s creations
appear on page 3 of each issue of THE
JOURNAL.
Jesus didn’t come to judge the world
I appreciated your “heart attack”
article [“Heart Appreciation: The Beat
Goes On” in issue No. 145, dated
Sept. 17, 2011].
“I believe God is not nearly as
picky as we are about religion.” Love
that quote.
“I think doctrine is overrated,”
along with “Yes, there are trunk-ofthe-tree doctrines, but they’re fewer
than I once believed.” Good stuff.
Of course, some won’t agree. But
even Jesus said He didn’t come to
judge the world. He prayed for His
tormentors at the cross even when
they didn’t ask to be forgiven.
And, a big one, you can be sure His
Father answered His prayer and forgave them on the spot. Yet we religious types feel free to judge and condemn each other.
I also appreciated reading John’s
article again [“The Church From the
’50s to ’90s: In Transition Publisher
Writes of His RCG/WCG Recollections,” by John Robinson]. I’d forgotten some of what he wrote.
Sheila (and Ed) Graham
Lake Kiowa, Texas

Y

Letters policy
All letters are subject to editing for
length, clarity and technical style.
Please limit letters to 300 words. Include full name, city, state or province
and country in letters sent by regular or
electronic mail. THE JOURNAL does not
publish unsigned letters but may occasionally publish letters with writer’s
name and/or city of residence withheld.
Mail letters and subscription inquiries
to THE JOURNAL at P.O. Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A. E-mail
info@thejournal.org.

Bible cites Gad, Iddo and Jasher
Regarding “Lo and Behold, an Elephant Is in Our Room” by Dixon Cartwright and “The Boundaries of the
Canon: Why Do We Think It’s Closed?”
by Alex Ciurana in the Dec. 20, 2011,
issue of THE JOURNAL:
I really cannot clearly recall when I
began to wonder why some books are
included in the Bible while others (or
portions of others) are omitted. I do
know that it was early on in my conversion process, which has been going
on for almost 40 years now.
Enoch, of course, is partially recorded in Jude’s discourse, but (per
Scofield’s footnotes) Paul quotes two
Greek poets in Acts 17:28.
According to C. Raymond Capt,
there is also a “missing chapter” to the
book of Acts.
So I had to ask myself: Are some of
these, all of these or none of these
authors’ works inspired?
Books such as Jasher (in Joshua
10:13), Gad the Seer (1 Chronicles
29:29) and Iddo the Seer (2 Chronicles 13:22) are only a few scrolls
actually named in the Old Testament.
It seems apparent to me that these
writings were as credible as Torah in
Israelite history.
So my answer to the rhetorical
question posed in issue No. 146 of THE
JOURNAL, “Is Elohyim continuing to
provide revelation (canon) to their believing disciples?”: Undeniably, yes!
I would encourage individuals to
compose their “inspired” thoughts if
for nothing more than serious discussion among their peers.
Richard E. Heath
442 Whippoorwill Ridge Ln.
Ferrum, Va. 24088

priorities that are endlessly
debated as to their moral or
ethical value.
The value of the
priority itself is often
brought into question
during the debates.
The early examples in
the book of Acts and
other Bible passages may
not be as good as we
thought.
People use doctrines and
Bible examples like religious insurance when in
reality they are often no more than
religion-poisoned placebos.
We establish righteousness doctrinally and then are in a position to
judge everyone dogmatically. Hence
the endless fussing and ill will. Once
we have our doctrines established, we
are led into the endless world of trivia
in the name of seeking truth.
Yet it seems plain from Matthew 25
that we are not judged righteous doctrinally but by what we can reasonably
or realistically do to help others.
I am in agreement with your comments but find them a thousand years
overdue and just the tip of the iceberg.
Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.
Dogmatic toes
I just finished your article on the
canon in the latest issue (No. 146,
Dec. 20, 2011) of THE JOURNAL and
am gratified that you have taken such
a bold step in addressing the issue.
I am pleased that you have touched
upon some of the very things dear to
my heart, things I have written about
and discussed (to one degree or another) over the past several years.
The problem is (for me!) you made
a better point of the issue and a better
presentation than I had ever done.
Though I have not presented the
canon as you have, in the exact light
you have, I have rambled around in
that same arena. And so bravo!
Please do not draw back but hold
your ground when the fire and criticism come from your friends in the
COG community regarding your
“heretical” remarks.
Our search for the truth of these
matters necessarily entails stepping on
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Open window
Thank you, Dixon, for the excellent
editorial on the “canon” scriptures.
You have opened a window, and fresh
air is coming in already.
Theda Horton
Little Rock, Ark.
Speak often one to another
I appreciated reading your article
[about the Bible canon in the Dec. 20,
2011, issue]. Thought-provoking!
What I get from it is that we should
not worship the Bible but allow it to
serve God’s primary goal: to engender
healthy relationships between us and
Himself and between ourselves.
Like He says often, “I will be their
God and they will be My people,” and
Jesus’ words to us to love the Lord our
God with all our heart, mind and
strength and to love others as ourselves.
Relationships should be built on
loving communication. One of my
favorite verses is Malachi 3:16:
“Then they that feared the LORD
spake often one to another: and the
LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a
book of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the
LORD, and that thought upon his
name.”
God loves it when we get together
and communicate with one another
about the wonders He has done, not
only the stories recorded in the Bible
but the things that God has done in
our lives.

‘I am in agreement with your comments but find them a
thousand years overdue and just the tip of the iceberg.’
Religion-flavored placebos
Regarding “Lo and Behold, an Elephant Is in Our Room” by Dixon
Cartwright, Dec. 20, 2011, issue:
The key to 2 Timothy 3:16 is not
what is or is not God-breathed, but what
Paul says writings are profitable for.
Doctrine and righteousness are
words the translators used that mean
nothing in particular but can be interpreted to mean many things. I don’t
think that was Paul’s intent.
People talk about being led by the
Holy Spirit into all truth. Doctrines
pretty much do away with being led
anywhere.
We also need to consider that the
church in the time of the apostles believed and did some things early on
that they didn’t embrace later.
So following those biblical examples would be as ridiculous as following a lot of other Bible examples in our
quest to be “obedient to God,” and we
could be turned over to bibliolatry or
bibliomancy. Wouldn’t that be idolatry?
If I had an employee I was considering as a permanent partner in my
business, I don’t think I would consider his being obedient to me all that
important. Rather, I would give him
the opportunity to make decisions and
see what he could do.
I don’t think it is unrealistic to suggest that obedience can become a mystical endeavor when people attach an
endless string of dos and don’ts to their

ecclesiastical and religious dogmatic
toes (witness the rejection of my innocent—and perhaps naive—presentation regarding a mere discussion of
problems in the book of John in my
presentation at the New York One
God Conference).
I have written about the Bible most
certainly not being the “Word of God”
after all, and its not being inspired (as
breathed to secretaries or spoken to
authors as people often suggest) at all.
Rather, the writings are simply
writings of men who may or may not
have had God’s or the people’s best
interests at heart but were moved in
some fashion to write what they did.
I have written that any writing purporting to be holy or sacred because it
says so in its own text (or that other
people say so) is no proof of holiness
or sacredness at all, even when a majority of people accept it as such.
As you know, most professing
Christians are biblically illiterate, but,
unfortunately, many of our more-enlightened brethren do indeed also accept much of the Roman Catholic/
Protestant views of the Bible and all it
contains.
I also read the piece by Alex Ciurana and think he made several good
points.
Please excuse my gushiness, but I
think this is something to gush about.
F. Paul Haney
Kensington, Conn.

He loves it so much He writes it
down in a book of remembrance when
we share these testimonies with one
another. He loves His children coming
together in this way.
Jerome Ellard
Winnsboro, Texas
First a heart attack, now this
How a heart attack [see issue No.
145] opens one’s eyes to new vistas,
such as the canon of the Holy Bible!
You [Dixon Cartwright] referenced
four scriptures in your column [about
the canon in the Dec. 20, 2012, issue].
Alex Ciurana has no Scripture references in his column [also about the
canon, in the same issue]. (It is noted
there is one scripture in a footnote in
Alex’s article.)
Alex does quote other authors six
times. This makes me a little suspicious.
Some thoughts:
The WCG believed that Herbert
W. Armstrong’s writings would become part of NT scripture when Christ
returned. So the WCG did not believe
in a closed canon.
Alex speculated that, if the apostles believed in a closed scripture, then
there would be no NT. However, I can
picture Matthew furiously taking notes
during the Sermon on the Mount. After the crowd disperses, Matthew goes
up to Jesus:
“Man, this is good stuff. We should
write a NT to go along with the New
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in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank or as
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Covenant.” Jesus smiles and says, “I
am way ahead of you.”
Bottom line: A God who can inspire writers to write His words can
also inspire the canon of His words.
Men died, such as William Tyndale, preserving this canon so that
mankind could have access to God’s
words of life, comfort, joy, hope, love,
mercy, forgiveness, reconciliation,
healing, restoration.
We all know the “rest of the
story” when Christ returns.
May God’s peace be upon His
people.
Ron Masek
Strongsville, Ohio
Art Mokarow then and now
I met Art Mokarow 40-plus years
ago. He was pastor of the WCG in
Detroit. I became a “baptized” member at that time.
His wife, Claudia, and I think two
children were also attending services.
Shortly he was recalled to Pasadena. I
See MORE LETTERS, page 8
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Cartoon by Earl Cayton, San Francisco, Calif.

Columns and commentary

Are we Christians merely canon fodder?
The writer, a longtime Church of
God member and elder, is founder of
the Association for Christian Development and host of its weekly Virtual
Church Sabbath service. He provides
a free E-mail newsletter, Keeping
Watch. Write acd@godward.org to
subscribe.
By Ken Westby
ES MOINES, Wash.—It is a
rare thing for a religious
tabloid to introduce into its
pages such a meaty and thought-provoking topic as the biblical canon.
(See Dixon Cartwright’s and Alex
Ciurana’s articles about the canon in
issue No. 146 of THE JOURNAL, dated
Dec. 20, 2011.)
Since Christians and Jews base their

D

faith on the Bible (and the God of the
Bible), it seems important to understand how we got the various books
it contains.
I commend
the editor for
hosting this discussion, one that
I predict will
produce both
praise and vilification. The good
fruit for readers
will be a greater
understanding of
Ken Westby
“The Book” and
how we got it,
and a greater insight into how God
intends us to use it.
Many faiths have their holy books

but none more ancient, more attested
to by abundant manuscript evidence,
more weighty in content or better preserved than the Hebrew Bible: the
foundation literature for Jews and
Christians (and Western civilization,
for that matter).
The Samaritans had their short canon
of scripture (the five books of Moses).
The Essene (Dead Sea Scroll community) had yet additional literature to the
common books we know as the Hebrew
Bible. The Christian community added
27 books to the Hebrew Bible.
About 80 percent of the Bible is
story (narrative, poetry, history, song)
and about 20 percent stipulation
(commands, judgments, laws, covenants, direct instruction, etc.).

“Miss Williams, how did your first day teaching
the children’s Sabbath-school class go?”

See A GOD WHO CAN CREATE, page 4

Just what do you mean Catholic canon? Don’t begin with philosophy;

The writer has been a Church of God
member since 1964, attended AC Bricket Wood 1965-69, worked in the Canadian and Australian church offices
1969-72, returning to AC Pasadena in
1978, graduating in 1980. The following article responds to the editorial in
the Dec. 20, 2011, issue titled “Lo and
Behold, an Elephant Is in Our Room.”
By Ian Willis
YOLA, N.S.W, Australia—
What was that Herbert W.
Armstrong used to say?
“Don’t believe your Bible, believe
me?” Or did I get that wrong? Wasn’t
it a case of “Don’t believe me, believe
your Bible”?
Is 1 Thessalonians 5:21 (about test-
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ing all things, holding fast to what is
good) a suggestion or a command?
Does a human court of law arrive at a
verdict without
examining evidence for and
against a charge?
The secondyear Bible class
in Ambassador
College, Bricket
Wood, England,
was given a
challenge by instructor Ernest Ian Willis
Martin in 1966
or ’67 when he asked how many students had proven the basic doctrines
without the aid of any church litera-

ture, using only a reliable source such
as Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance
and a reliable translation of the Bible.
Needless to say, none of us had,
which is not the way to go if you are
willing to give your life for what you
believe.
So where should we stand in regard
to the Old Testament and New Testament canon?
Is it an elephant that is liable to
trample us, or should it be a wellhoned sword that cuts through our
sometimes-faulty reasoning?
Can we know that the Bible is
God’s holy writ as 2 Timothy 3:16
claims?
First let us examine the reasoning
See JESUS’ WORDS PROVE, page 23

Has the ecclesia gone completely crazy?
The writer and his wife, Nancy, live
in Big Sandy and attend the Church of
God International. They travel to congregations with the Buckaroo Bob
puppet show. Write Mr. White at
wdwhite49@yahoo.com.
By Wes White
IG SANDY, Texas—The state
of the Church of God movement today seems to be in
almost complete disarray.
On one extreme, the authoritarian
organizations continue to exercise
control whenever possible: treating
their members as subjects and draining them of time, treasure and talent
for their own job security instead of
doing God’s work.
On the other end of the spectrum,
the independents seem to have degen-
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erated into tohu and bohu. If the most
recent issue of THE JOURNAL is a reflection of what the church now represents, we are in trouble.
Let go!
First, the most recent JOURNAL
showcased the usual dazed and
wounded survivors of the
Wo r l d w i d e
Church of God.
These are the
folks who will
not let go of our
WCG past as
they gripe about
past injustices.
Then there
Wes White
are those who
wistfully remember what they believe

to be that wonderful age from around
1960 to 1986.
Having subsisted on moldy glory
days and moth-eaten splendor for
longer than the Hapsburg Empire (to
paraphrase Jacquielynn Floyd), many
Armstrongites cannot give up pining
away for what they consider to be the
golden years of the Church of God.
One-note samba
Second, the latest JOURNAL had its
usual multitude of promotions of the
one-God movement. This doctrine
seems to be the totality of what some
one-God promoters are capable of
teaching. They have become a choir
that can sing only a one-note song.
Can’t those people teach anything
else? Why the obsession? They have
See A CANON, page 5

start off with God’s Word
The writer, married, with two
grown children, is a professional engineer. Formerly a WCG member and
associate of the UCG in its formative
years, Mr. Baran is unaffiliated with
any Church of God organization. He
is interested in theological studies.
By Mike Baran
YDNEY, Australia—I am always disappointed when I hear
people attributing the biblical
canon to the Catholic Church or
even to Constantine. Half-decent
research will show that this is not the
case.
I also wonder if those who feel
that the canon has been unfairly
restricted (invariably due to some
conspiracy theory) have ever read

S

By Dave Havir
IG SANDY, Texas—Don’t you
just love THE JOURNAL? Here
you were just reading some
news articles in the previous issue
about happenings among the Church
of God and all of a sudden you read
two commentaries about the subject of
the canon.
For the record, as a volunteer member of the staff of THE JOURNAL, I apparently had a small influence upon the
publishing of the article by Dixon Cartwright (“Lo and Behold, an Elephant Is
in Our Room”). Allow me to explain.
When I was at Dixon’s house one
day he showed me a rough draft of his
canon article. After I read it he asked
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me what I thought of him printing it in
the paper.
Although I realized that some people could react poorly to the article, I
thought it would be an interesting topic for him to
print.
Worthwhile subject
I suppose that THE
JOURNAL will receive some
articles and letters about the
canon that are not very helpful to the discussion, but I am
hoping that other articles and letters
will add a greater perspective.
In an effort to influence meaningful
contributions to the discussion about
the canon, I personally went to a few
people among the Church of God that
I consider to be thoughtful researchers
and effective teachers and asked them

to consider contributing their thoughts
on the matter.
I mentioned to them that I understood that the readers of THE JOURNAL
were not their primary focus. However,
I mentioned to them that their contributions could help some sincere people learn and be better
prepared to help others.
Although those particular
writers did not prepare material for this issue of THE JOURNAL, time will tell if some of
them can contribute to the discussion in the near future.
Here’s why I thought (and think)
that it is a valuable discussion.
Two approaches
From my perspective there are two
main approaches used in studying the
See AN UNREALISTIC, page 6

See POSTMODERN, page 6

Discussions of ‘open canon’
erode Bible-inerrancy stance
The writer, who likes studying the
Bible to learn how to live, resides in
Victoria with his wife and best friend,
Linza. Mr. Feil is a business consultant and accountant. He completed
the pastoral-ministry program of studies offered by Lifespring School of
Ministry, operated by the General
Conference of the Church of God
(Seventh Day). Mr. Feil likes reading
and provoking people to think.
By Gordon Feil
ICTORIA, B.C., Canada—
Canonization is an interesting
topic, and I am glad THE JOURNAL has drawn attention to issues that
need to be faced squarely. (See articles
about the Bible canon by Dixon Cartwright and Alex Ciurana in issue No.
146, dated Dec. 20, 2011.)
I think Pastor Ciurana’s essay turns
on his statement that “nowhere does
the Bible state that God stopped inspiring sacred writings.”
I want to dispute that and add another perspective to the discussion. I

V
Canon discussions can help young people
The writer pastors the Church of
God Big Sandy and is a regular columnist for THE JOURNAL.

some of the extrabiblical writings
from the ante-Nicene years, some of
which were, for a time, included
in various locally accepted
canons.
To read any
of these texts
leaves us in
absolutely no
doubt that it
was a wise decision to leave
them out of
Mike Baran
the final canon version.
Similarly, some of the writings of
the early church fathers are a problem, so it was totally reasonable to

do not have the time to treat this academically, but from what I have
believed of canonization I tender the
following four points:
The last of these days
The first has to do with the claim
of the Bible itself. In Hebrews 1:1-2
we read that God “at various times and
in various ways
spoke in time past
to the fathers by
the prophets,”
and then the
Greek says epi
eschatos ho hemera, literally
“in the last of
these days.”
It doesn’t say
in the Greek “in
Gordon Feil
these last days.”
Rather, it says “in the last of these
days [God] spoke to us by His Son.”
The last of which days? The days
being talked about in verse 1, of
See CANONICAL WRITERS, page 5
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A God who can create the cosmos can inspire canonizers
Continued from page 3

There is a profound logic to this.
Story is life over time, living before
God. Often people and nations lived in
disobedience to Yehovah’s stipulations, and their unvarnished story of
real people and events is told.
Others lived before God in obedience to His stipulations, and their stories are also told.
The theology of Psalms
Psalms is often and rightly regarded
as the most theological book in the
Bible. It candidly presents good, Godfearing humans (often King David),
led by God’s Spirit of wisdom, seeking to understand and process what
God requires and how to live life amid
enemies and evil in a fallen world.
The psalmists internalized God’s
stipulations and expressed their understanding with passion. Their wisdom
has provided guidance and balance for
the faithful down through the ages.
In the previous issue both editor
Dixon Cartwright in his editorial (“Lo
and Behold, an Elephant Is in Our
Room”) and Pastor Alex Ciurana in
his essay (“The Boundaries of the
Canon: Why Do We Think It’s Closed?”)
challenge common perceptions about
the “biblical canon.”
Measuring rod
In his classic work How We Got the
Bible, Neil R. Lightfoot explains why
we talk of canon:
“The English word canon goes
back to the Greek word kanon and
then to the Hebrew qaneh. Its basic
meaning is ‘reed,’ the English word
cane being derived from it.
“Since a reed was sometimes used
as a measuring rod, the kanon came to
mean a standard or rule.
“It was also used to refer to the list
or index and when so applied to the
Bible denotes the list of books which
are received as Holy Scripture.
“Thus if one speaks of the ‘canonical’ writings, one is speaking of those
books which are regarded as having
divine authority and which comprise
our Bible.”
Canon is history
The canon—which books were selected and why and when and who was
involved—is not something that once
and for all can be known or proved.
The study of canon is a study of history, and each generation of believers
must satisfy its quest to know what the
Bible is and how it came down to
them and, most important, learn what
it says about how we should live
before God and men.
A myth that persists among fundamentalists and evangelicals is that the
Bible, as is, more or less dropped out
of heaven, is perfect and infallible in
every way, with zero mistakes, and is
the Word of God; that is, God wrote it.
Other myths have Ezra and Nehemiah assembling and approving a set
of scrolls—22 in all—that comprise
the 39 Old Testament books (the 12
minor prophets were one scroll; other
books combined including Judges and
Ruth, 1 and 2 Kings, etc.).
The canon myth of the apostle John
has him gathering up all the New
Testament books and letters God told
him to assemble and blessing those 27
as the NT, making a total of 66 combined for the testaments.
Nice stories, but there is no evidence for any of that happening.
No committee involved
I don’t believe the process of canon
involved a group of religious-political
authorities with pens in hand writing
APPROVED on selected scrolls, nor was
there a voice coming from heaven listing the approved books.
Rather, I believe the scant evidence
points toward the universal value of
the books themselves being the determining factor for their eventual “canonization.”
It was this time-tested vetting by the
very people of God who had read the
books (or heard them read) and bene-

fited from them. The spiritual “fruits”
of the books themselves determined
their value and their universal appeal
to people beyond those to whom the
books were originally written.
Some were edited to enhance their
use outside the original community
that received them.
The choices for which books belonged together as a body of literature
were based on the actual benefit the
faithful received from each of them,
how they were esteemed and judged
to be of universal value and how they
coherently conveyed the revelation of
God amid the magnalia Dei, the
mighty works of YHVH.
Winnowing process
Editors, teachers, prophets and,
most important, the people of God
themselves all had a part in the winnowing process of canon.
Perhaps hundreds of other inspired
letters and historical works were
passed over, not because they were
worthless but for other considerations.
Perhaps they were not sufficiently universal in their appeal, or did not fit into
the ongoing story line of Torah, lacked
a transcendental message, were too
specific and local in content, contained duplicated material handled as
well or better elsewhere, etc.
However it happened, historical
evidence indicates that both testaments were fairly well shaped up by
the end of the 1st century or early in
the 2nd century after Christ’s birth.
Josephus, writing about A.D. 95 in
his Against Apion treatise, speaks of
the great antiquity of the books of
Jewish faith, saying, “Our books,
those which are justly accredited, are

no better, for they blindly accepted the
RCC’s canon. (Protestants deleted a
few so-called apocryphal books from
the Catholic Bible, rejected ecclesiastical tradition as equal to Scripture and
proudly proclaimed they were a better
brand of Christians for they were sola
scriptura Christians.)
Dixon also believes the push for a
Christian canon to be a political tactic
used by the emperor to unite the RCC
under Rome’s influence. Somehow he
also sees the “blind acceptance of the
Catholic-Protestant canon” leading
nations into wars and fighting among
Christians.
Conspiracy theory?
Clearly, the editor doesn’t like the
idea of an authoritative biblical canon.
I don’t share his conspiracy theory
relating to the canon, nor do I think
having a fixed list of holy books
“leads us into wars, rumors of wars
and fighting among ourselves and
with everybody within range.”
Dixon accuses canon of possessing
an “obfuscating nature,” which I find
mystifying. He also reacts, I think
rightly, to the bad theology of the hierarchical Worldwide Church of God,
which embraced a closed canon and
made wild claims to the WCG’s
unique and specially derived authority
from it (One True Church, unbroken
line to Peter, its human leader directly
“under” Christ in authority, etc.).
But it seems to me that Dixon’s
main beef with canon concerns sections of it that depict God in a way he
doesn’t like or in a way that contradicts other descriptions of God.
He suggests that, besides God being
a loving and blessing Father, the Bible

valid. His candid opinions carry
weight, and he is a breath of fresh and
invigorating air in the staleness of an
ossified Church of God theology.
To even bring up this subject is
worthy of our respect, and I trust the
resulting discussion and searching
will yield good fruit.
Yet his negative view of canon I
find unwarranted. I do not think the
canon was hatched in conspiratorial
secrecy but rather was the logical
product of local believing communities (synagogues and churches) that
found these particular books and letters to be inspiring and profitable for
learning and guidance.
The Bible contains many genres of
literature, each with its contribution
and place. Its books are the result of
careful editing and assembly by devout believers, with OT and NT editors inspired by God just as the
authors of the books were.
A God who can make the cosmos
can inspire men to preserve the essential literature to inform mankind of the
way to the tree of life.
An open canon?
Alex Ciurana offered a superb critique of the closed-canon mentality
and made a good case for his opencanon approach.
By open canon I did not take him to
mean he suggests we should be
expanding the size of the Bible from
66 to 100 or 200 books. I take it his
point is that God is still inspiring people to write and speak things profitable
for teaching righteousness and contributing to making one wise to salvation (2 Timothy 3:15-16). Who should
argue with that?

Do we rewrite those offending sections of Scripture, or just cut
them out of the canon? Or is editor Cartwright suggesting
that we revise our view of Scripture: that it is a mixture of
truth and error and we decide for ourselves which is which?
but twenty-two and contain the record
of all time.”
He then describes the three sections
of Hebrew scripture: the law, prophets
and writings. These are the same as
our 39 books in the Hebrew Bible.
High view
We in the Church of God tradition
typically hold a “high” view of Scripture, accepting it as authoritative for
doctrine and practice. We further
believe that we don’t stand in judgment of Scripture (to decide what is
worthy to keep or what is not), but we
believe the God-inspired Scripture
preserved to our day expresses the will
of God and in that sense it judges us.
Of course, much of mainstream
Christianity is more comfortable with
a “low” view of Scripture, regarding it
as nonnormative for modern man. The
Bible for such Christians has its moral
truths—some may or may not apply—
but they must be made relative to the
modern world and its morality.
Divine inspiration of its books and
divine shepherding of their assembly
into the Bible isn’t a tenant of belief.
The Bible is mostly a human enterprise
with perhaps some godly guidance.
Is the canon bogus?
But those of us holding a higher
view of Scripture do not all see the
canon in the same light.
Major points brought up in THE
JOURNAL’s essays included:
Is the canon closed?
Is God providing fresh literary
inspiration today on a par with that of
ancient biblical books?
Is the present canon equally inspired?
Are some portions bogus?
Editor Cartwright seems to find the
whole concept of a biblical canon bogus, a Roman Catholic conspiracy to
lock people under their authority.
Further, he sees the Protestants as

“also depicts Him as capricious, irritable and even tyrannical. Can God really be that way? I believe He cannot.”
It seems to me that other less-negative adjectives could have been chosen to describe God’s actions that to
Dixon seem out of character.
What does Dixon propose?
If the editor has accurately interpreted these divine negatives, and I question that he has, what does he propose?
Do we rewrite those offending sections of Scripture, or just cut them out
of the canon? Or is he suggesting that
we revise our view of Scripture: that it
is a mixture of truth and error and we
decide for ourselves which is which?
He seems to believe that some books
in the Bible “contain political statements
that obscure the compassionate gospel
message.” Specifically he objects to
those portions of OT and NT scripture
where God is behind the slaughtering of
Israel’s enemies, and bringing lethal
wrath upon those nations resisting the
Kingdom of God coming to earth—
God’s wrath and judgments all.
Does editor Cartwright have a concept of God at variance with how God
is pictured in certain biblical passages? How is that to be reconciled?
I do not think the answer will be
found by making a case for a corrupt
canon. Thomas Jefferson loved to read
the Bible and did so daily and, contrary to popular opinion, considered
himself a believer.
But he was offended and embarrassed by the miracle stories in Jesus’
ministry. To his rational mind they didn’t belong, so he used his scissors, cut
them out, and there we have the
famous Jefferson Bible, which as I
recall I saw in one of my many visits to
Monticello, Jefferson’s Virginia home.
Unwarranted negativism
Dixon asks important questions,
and many of his challenges I regard as

Did not the apostles of Jesus write
letters to their congregations postPentecost?
Didn’t Andrew, Philip, Bartholomew, Thomas, Thaddaeus, Simon and
the others write inspired, helpful letters? Where are they? Did James, the
brother of Jesus, write one letter?
Surely Peter wrote many more than
what made the NT cut.
And how about the thousands of
inspired sermons preached?
We must assume that the early
church—scattered from Europe to
Africa, to Asia all the way to China—
was fed by good spiritual food from
many directions.
God is not limited
God had no obligation to save all of
it for inclusion in an NT, which would
then weigh 50 pounds. God can and
does inspire afresh the living faithful.
God Himself is not limited to the
biblical canon. It is but a partial deposit of His wisdom and the story He
wants preserved and proclaimed. But
there is a core consistency upon which
inspiration rests, and therein is a prime
function of canon, the “standard” or
fundamentals of the way of God.
I agree with Pastor Ciurana that the
various cultural periods when the biblical books were composed are neither
superior nor inferior to the present.
The caricature that “biblical times”
were somehow more authentic or real
or “righteous” than the modern world
is silly and has led a lot of folks to
adorn their homes and bodies with a
lot of “Jewish” stuff, thinking this
brings them in closer contact with
God and true religion.
Well, sorry to break the news, but
Yehovah is not Jewish. He is the creator of all mankind and is not culturally bound to any period in human
history.
And, yes, bibliolatry is real. The
veneration of the books can become a

substitute for veneration of the God
the biblical books present.
Not ‘the Word’ per se
The Bible is theocentric from Genesis to Revelation, not man-centered.
It is not “the Word of God” per se, but
it contains words from God and about
God, as well as words from a host of
other characters. It tells a story of what
God is doing and where man fits in.
This must be the reader’s focus.
Mr. Ciurana asks, “How do we know
God ever stopped writing the Bible?”
Obviously, we don’t know. But it
would seem to me that He has. If the
question is “Is God still inspiring His
servants today just as richly as He did
anciently,” the answer must be yes.
I think the point of Alex’s essay was
that we the living should be living,
breathing transmitters of the Word of
God animating our lives. The Bible in
its ideal state is not a static book of
ancient literature full of good stuff sitting on a shelf, but a dynamic power
inspiring people “to act justly and to
love mercy and to walk humbly with
your God” (Micah 6:8).
The great preacher Charles Spurgeon, when chided by his fellow
churchmen for not joining in the debates defending Scripture, said: “I
liken the Bible to a lion; turn it loose
and it can defend itself.”
Work in progress
The OT canon was a work in
progress right up to the closing days of
the last of the prophets. Its books bear
the marks of shaping of many editors
over the centuries: a process, I believe,
that was just as inspired by God as
was the actual writing of the books.
The books that have come down to
us have a coherent chronological story
giving us the core revelation necessary for us to know God and to receive
his salvation.
The books tell of the Creator, His
instructions (Torah), plan, coming
Kingdom, salvation and, to cap it off,
the Christ event, Jesus: the Creator’s
firstborn son, the Son of Man, pleasing His Father, living Torah and marking out the path past death on to eternal life in God’s presence.
The 66 books basically cover that
metastory, not in all the detail we’d
like to plow through, but nevertheless
the complete grand plan of God.
Need-to-know basis
The last page of our present Holy
Bible doesn’t conclude with the words
“The End,” for that last book of Revelation points to yet greater things that
God and Christ have in store.
The story of God and man will continue into infinity. But, for the present,
the canon provides our need-to-know
information and guidance to follow
His Son into the Kingdom of God.
It is sufficient as is! And today God
provides us with a host of inspired
writing and messages that add to what
has been preserved in canon. In fact,
there is more truth, biblical and otherwise, available today than at any other
time since Adam (Daniel 12:4). We
need to apply ourselves to it.
Approach the whole Bible
If permitted, I’d like to share with
readers in a future essay in THE JOURNAL
what I believe is a sound approach to
the study of canon. It was pioneered as
part of the biblical-theology movement
by the eminent scholar Brevard S.
Childes. It is called the canonical approach and was introduced in the 1970s.
My late colleague, Dr. Charles V.
Dorothy, was in love with it and
thought it was the most balanced
school of biblical criticism in the
world of scholarship.
C.V.D. called it the “Whole Bible
Approach” and introduced me to it
back in the early 1980s. It pictures the
dynamic way the Bible was formed
and why. It gives an insight into how
Yehovah inspires humans and how He
used human freedom to craft His message, one that has endured every
assault against it.
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A canon by Catholics would’ve better supported their doctrines
Continued from page 3

made their point. We get it. They
believe we binitarians are polytheists.
Isn’t it time for them to move on to
something else?
Now, really, students
Finally, the pièce de résistance. Or
should I say the coup de grâce?
Editor Dixon Cartwright gave his
opinion of the canon. He claims that
the Catholic Church is responsible for
selecting the books that we have in our
current Bibles! As Amy Poehler and
Seth Myers used to say on Saturday
Night Live: Really?
Let me get this straight: The four
Gospels selected for the New Testament by the Catholic Church give us
absolutely no proof that Jesus was resurrected on a Sunday, and yet these
books were selected by the hierarchy
in Rome? Really?
Why didn’t the Catholic Church
find some fake gospel that clearly stated, “Jesus was resurrected on a
Sunday”?
The Gospel of John points the reader away from all humans. It down-

plays the importance of all people.
Instead, it points everyone to Jesus.
It gives no special status to Peter. It
barely even mentions Mary, mother of
Jesus. So the Catholic Church selected
this Gospel that hurts the cause of the
supposed primacy of Peter and of
Mary worship? Really?
They couldn’t have picked some

There were a few rays of sunshine
in the issue, though:
I couldn’t find a lot of right-wing
conspiracy-theory promotion, even
though there are so many of our churches that waste their time on worldly politics in sermons, articles, conversations
and Web sites.
Page 1 had a great article on for-

Yes, too many nominal ministers
need to better understand that it is not
their job to lord it over us. Nor are
they to get involved in manipulating
church elections to make sure they
have pliant church boards. This article
was a delight.
This latest issue had an ad on
page 19 for a women’s conference that

If it was responsible for coming up with the canon,
why didn’t the Catholic Church find some fake gospel that
clearly stated, ‘Jesus was resurrected on a Sunday’?
fake gospel that clearly states Peter
was the chief apostle and that we
should pray to Jesus’ mother? Really?
Oh, the absurdity
This is absurd. If the Catholic
Church had been responsible for selecting the books for the New Testament canon, they would have done a
better job of picking books that support their teachings.

giveness [“Pastor Says Forgive and
Your Pain Will Go Away”]. The message in that article was timely and
needed because we need to forgive.
Some can’t forgive. Worse yet, some
have never learned how to forgive.
Page 3 had a really good article
about how ministers should be servants [“What Do You Expect When a
Minister Walks Into the Room?” by
Charles Groce].

will be cosponsored by the Tulsa
Church of God and Church of God
International over the June 8-10,
2012, weekend.
I can say with confidence that the
subject matter of this conference will
be based on true Christian values.
Preoccupied by inanities
My question: Where are THE JOURNAL’s articles on the church’s efforts to

help the poor, evangelize the nations,
educate our youth and train servant
leaders for the church?
My guess is that we are not reading
many articles about these subjects
because we are not sufficiently doing
these things.
Strife and confrontation are tools
used to sell worldly newspapers. This
is the way of yellow journalism as
practiced by men such as William
Randolph Hearst.
But a newspaper published by a
child of God (that is, one who has the
Holy Spirit) should include a plethora
of articles that encourage the brethren
to do good works.
Let’s get to the heart of the matter.
The articles in the most recent JOURNAL are not the problem per se. They
are merely symptomatic of our people
being preoccupied by so many wrong
things.
The church is in trouble. Our own
obsession with worldly issues and inane
doctrinal teachings keeps us from doing
the job we have been called to do.
As Pogo said, we have met the
enemy and he is us.

Canonical writers weren’t inspired to write; they were forced
Continued from page 3

course. There were days in which God
spoke through prophets, and the writer
of Hebrews, who was probably Paul,
said that in the last of these days in
which God is speaking to prophets He
has spoken to us by His Son.
The first two verses of Hebrews are
a statement of the finality of God’s
revelation through prophets.
No more prophets
There are no prophets in the church
today. The last of them was Jesus
Christ, and that’s what this passage is
teaching.
It’s interesting too that Hebrews is
determined, by some of the things that
are written in it, probably to have been
written very shortly before the fall of
Jerusalem and the fall of the temple in
A.D. 70.
I also find it interesting that some
scholars have determined that Revelation was also written probably just before the fall of the temple.
I think it likely that, in writing to
the Hebrews, the writer was saying:
“God spoke by the prophets. He had
an era of doing that. And, in the last of
this time in which God speaks to
prophets, He has given us a revelation
through His Son.”
You’ll notice that the first words of
the book of Revelation are “the revelation of Jesus Christ.” The revelation
came from Him. It’s about Him and
from Him, and it was given in the end
of the days in which God was writing
Scripture.
There is a finality to the time when
God inspires people’s writings.
The last of the last
In Jude 3 God says the days of
speaking through people ended with
Y’shuah (Jesus). I suggest that in particular it was Y’shuah’s message of
Revelation. That’s why Revelation
tells us we mustn’t add anything to it.

By the way, what could you add to
it? Let’s suppose you think you’re a
prophet and you decide to add something to Revelation that takes us right
on out to the end of time. What will
you add?
Will you include letters to perhaps
three more churches? Are you going
to have a second new Jerusalem come
down from heaven? Or maybe another five plagues to go with the 10 that
are already there?
Hebrews 1:1-2 is a statement of the
finality of God’s revelation. The days
of revelation are over. The days of
God speaking through people ended
with Jesus the Anointed, and if anyone
claims today to be a prophet of God I

made use of to determine what was
Scripture was that revelation had an
end to it. Anything written after that
point could not be part of the Bible.
Recognized-spokesman criterion
Another criterion the early
church used to determine whether
writings were Scripture was whether
the books were written by a recognized spokesman for God: a prophet
or someone connected to a prophet:
The “household of God” has been
“built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cornerstone”
(Ephesians 2:19-20).
A rule in Greek grammar says that

apostles do not have any writings in
the Bible. But those who do were
“apostles and prophets.”
The church came to believe an important criterion to determine what is
Scripture was that it had to be written
by an apostle or prophet.
The Mormon Church believes that
too. This is why it’s important to Mormons to establish that Joseph Smith
was a prophet, and this is why it’s
important to them to have apostles.
Bible must agree with itself
The church’s third criterion for
the selection of books was that it knew
the Bible must agree with itself.
Church leaders knew you couldn’t

A scroll would come into a congregation, and the brethren
would say: ‘Martha, read this. Does this sound right
to you? John, what do you think about it?’
think that claim has to be met immediately with a big question mark.
Progressive heresy
In the larger Christian church we
witness the heresy of “progressive
revelation,” the idea that God is still
revealing.
But Jude 3 says that “the faith” was
“once for all delivered to the saints.”
You can argue about when “once
for all” was, but you can’t argue that
it’s over and done with because that’s
what that verse says.
We might debate at what point revelation ended, but it is clear from that
verse that it is done and there’s no revelation to come.
We don’t need a Joseph Smith, we
don’t need an Ellen White to tell us
what God is saying, because that was
finished long ago.
So one of the principles the church
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two nouns connected by the word and
are equivalent if the first noun is preceded by the definite article and the
second noun is not.
Therefore “the apostles and prophets” are the same thing. This is a similar construct to Titus 2:13, which informs us that Jesus is God by calling
him “our God and Savior Jesus Christ.”
Many modern translations have
changed that wording a bit, saying “our
God and our savior.” If that article, our,
the second one, was before the word
Savior in the Greek, then God and Savior would be two different beings.
Yet the Greek says “our God and
Savior.” It doesn’t have that second
article, and that’s how we know our
God and Savior are the same person.
How did Paul know?
We learn from Ephesians 2:19 that
gentiles are entering the church built
on Jesus the Messiah and on the apostles and prophets.
But how did Paul know that? Because in chapter 3 Paul explains clearly how revelation came:
God “made known to me the mystery (as I have briefly written already,
by which, when you read, you may
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), which in other ages
was not made known to the sons of
men, as it has now been revealed by
the Spirit to His holy apostles and
prophets” (verses 1-5).
The early church expected God’s
Word to come through the recognized
apostles and prophets.
That doesn’t mean all apostles
wrote Scripture. A number of people
mentioned in the New Testament as

bring in a book that contradicted what
had already been established as God’s
Word.
This is fairly easy with the New
Testament because computer studies
have shown that up to 90 percent of
the New Testament is directly from
the Old Testament.
For example, about the only thing in
the book of Revelation that isn’t in the
Old Testament is the seven churches.
So the early church was a Jewish
church, and its scriptures were the Tanakh: the Old Testament. The church
wasn’t bringing anything in that contradicted what was already Scripture.
Scripture must ring true
The fourth criterion was that
genuine Scripture rings true.
How did the early brethren know
that any particular scroll originated
from someone who was a recognized
apostle and prophet?
How did they know it wasn’t a
forgery, not actually written by the one
the scroll itself claimed as its author?
If a scroll shows up in a congregation and states that it’s from Peter, how
do you know it’s from Peter? What if
the writer is just using Peter’s name?
Discernment of mature believers
Sometimes when a scroll was read
for the first time before a congregation, the whole body of believers
broke down and wept.
Early church members knew what
Scripture was because a mature believer knows whether words ring true
as the Word of God.
If you are new to the faith, you
probably won’t know, and the Bible,

in fact, contains a warning to you if
you’re new to the faith not to be
swayed by every wind of doctrine.
Rather, you should rely on the judgment of mature believers.
If you’ve been listening to what
God has to say and studying it for
many years, you know the truth when
you hear it.
Y’shuah prophesied about a time
near the end of the age when false
prophets would deceive the very elect
if such a thing were possible.
The implication is that they can’t
deceive the elect. The sheep know
their Master’s voice.
A scroll would come into a congregation, and the brethren would say:
“Martha, read this. Does this sound
right to you? John, what do you think
about it?”
The rule was that the scroll had to
be accepted by pretty much all the
mature believers, and it had to be
accepted quickly. There could be no
room for “Oh, well, I guess we
changed our mind on it. Maybe it’s
Scripture after all.”
Five degrees of inspiration
One additional thought: There are
at least five theories of the degree of
inspiration of the Bible:
Absolute inerrancy.
Full inerrancy.
Limited inerrancy
Inerrancy of purpose.
Human inspiration.
Discussions about an open canon
(as in Mr. Ciurana’s essay in THE JOURNAL) often seem to grease the way from
one position on inerrancy to another
position closer to the end of the list.
Bible writers were not inspired
One of the earmarks of church leaders turning liberal is their proclamation
that the writers of the Bible were inspired. But I know of nowhere in the Bible that claims inspiration of the writers.
The Bible teaching is that it is the
writings and not the writers that were
inspired.
The Bible reckons that it matters
not if a writer was lame-minded, lazy,
dizzy, drunk, sick or sleepy, because
he was moved by the Holy Spirit (1
Peter 1:21).
The word is fur’o, and it is used 60,
70 or 80 times in the New Testament.
Everywhere it appears, it has to do with
the forced movement of something.
This is not talking about moving
somebody in the sense of inspiring him.
This is talking about moving somebody
by forcing him to do something.
Can proponents of the candidacy of
C.S. Lewis’s works for the canon convince you that he was moved by force
to write them?
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The Bible has at least two approaches to worldly ownership
Continued from page 1

tians must give up their possessions.
He proceeded to cite chapter and
verse to show that followers of the
Father and Son are not obligated to
liquidate their assets and distribute
them to the poor.
He noted Luke 12:15,
which talks about “the
abundance of things” a
person possesses in a
context that shows
there is nothing wrong
with private ownership of
property.
Use, don’t misuse
Mr. Havir quoted Paul in 1
Corinthians 7 speaking of “those who
use this world.” The apostle’s epistle
shows that worldly possessions are
not a sin, although God expects owners of things not to “misuse” them.
Luke wrote in Acts 16 about the
residence of the Christian merchant

Lydia, who invited the apostle Paul
into her home. Lydia owned a house,
therefore she was not penniless and
apparently not living in a commune.
The epistle of 1 John mentions believers who “have this world’s goods.”
The context of chapter 3
gives no indication there
is anything wrong with
owning goods.
Paul, in Romans
15, mentions believers making
contributions for
the “poor saints
in Jerusalem.” From the
context, the reader reasonably infers that the Roman Christians
were not destitute.
Proving all things
So what’s going on? How can one
Dave Havir sermon reasonably, from
the Bible, show that believers must
shed all their possessions in order to

follow Christ, and another Dave Havir
sermon make the opposite point:
Believers can follow Jesus while owning property?
A problem with the study of the
Bible, Mr. Havir said, is that “people
use the Bible to prove anything.”

to learn from this great book. If you
see apparent contradictions, don’t try
to cram them together.”
Earlier in his Church of God ministry he would, following the dictates
of the headquarters of the church he
was then a part of, aggressively har-

ments of Scripture don’t always fit
comfortably together, he later concluded.
For example, he mentioned the two
accounts of Jesus’ birth, in Matthew
and Luke. They “don’t fit harmoniously,” he said. “That doesn’t bother me,
and I don’t think it should
bother you.”
The Bible, the Big
The varying accounts and statements
Sandy pastor said, can
“guide us, in spite of any
of Scripture don’t always fit comfortably
imperfections and corruptions.” It “gives us the
together, Mr. Havir concluded.
words of eternal life and
inspiration, and we should
When they do prove anything, they monize some fairly disharmonious look at it and learn from it.”
are, in most cases, “sincere,” he said. passages of Scripture. Everything, he
More information
But they might have fallen into the said, had to “fit.”
The CGBS meets each Sabbath at
“trap” of “just starting to pull scrip“I used to do that years ago,” he
tures together out of context.”
said. “I’m talking about decades ago. I 1106 W. Broadway (Highway 80), Big
thought everything in this book had to Sandy, at 1 p.m. in fall and winter and 2
Fit for the Kingdom
just fit so nicely, and I crammed it p.m. in spring and summer. Sermons
and articles are available as audio files
Christians, Mr. Havir stated, need together.”
to be “honest with this great book. Try
But the varying accounts and state- and PDFs at churchofgodbigsandy.com.

Postmodern zeitgeist leads to nonsensical and arbitrary notions
Continued from page 3

set the rules for the canon in the way
that they were set.
Lo, behold
Should we allow the canon to be
extended or even to be open-ended,
then we may find churches including
writings by folk such as Brian Convery and Anthony Buzzard in their
local canon—heaven forbid!
But, then again, such an idea that
would permit an expanded or even an
open-ended canon is only a reflection
of the postmodern spirit (the zeitgeist)
that has so permeated our end-time
world that nonsensical and arbitrary
signs and wonders are being seen by
many Christians as more influential
and believable than the Word of God.
Such doubting of the veracity of
Scripture is turning the Christian world
increasingly to Pentecostal and charismatic beliefs and practices that are, at

the same time, killing Christianity.
Regarding the editor’s article in the
Dec. 20, 2011, issue (“Lo and Behold,
an Elephant Is in Our Room”), I was a
little shocked at the direction and the
implications of his comments.

the faith . . . For the time is coming
when people will not endure sound
teaching, but having itching ears they
will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own likings, and will
turn away from listening to the truth

“Christian faith is not philosophy, it
is not what men think of God and life
and the world; it is God revealing himself, God coming to us and telling us
things; it is revelation.
“. . . We must not come in the spirit

‘Authentic Christian theology uses reason in the service of revelation
and remains suspicious of philosophical systems that threaten to
predetermine what God’s Word can say and what it can mean.’
In response let me offer three related and relevant quotes for the consideration of the editor and the readers:
Godless chatter
“Guard what has been entrusted
to you [the Bible]. Avoid the godless
chatter and contradictions of what is
falsely called knowledge, for by professing it some have erred as regards

and wander into myths” (1 Timothy
6:20-21; 2 Timothy 4:3-4).
Look and listen
“What Christianity deals with is
God and eternity, about which we
know nothing apart from revelation,
and upon the understanding of which
our own wisdom and insight exert an
influence that is only corrupting . . .

of investigation and examination; here
is revelation to which we must look and
listen” (Richard D. Phillips, Turning
Back the Darkness, Crossway Books,
2002, pp. 158-159).
Remain suspicious
“Experientialism allows the individual’s subjective feelings to guide
and control Christian belief and confes-

sion . . . It shipwrecks Christianity and
theology on the rock of subjectivism.
“Just as great a danger, however, is
philosophism, which in the form of
rationalism shipwrecks theology by giving control to autonomous (unregenerate) human intellect and, inevitably,
some particular school of thought . . .
“This danger appears whenever
Christian theologians [professional or
amateur] begin their reflections with
some presupposed system of philosophical thought or a priori rules of
reason, rather than with God’s Word
—special divine revelation.
“Instead, authentic Christian theology must always use reason in the service of revelation and must remain
suspicious of philosophical systems
that threaten to predetermine what
God’s Word can say and what it can
mean” (Roger R. Olson, Pocket History of Evangelical Theology, InterVarsity Press, 2007, p. 124).

An unrealistic view of Bible inspiration can lead to disillusion
Continued from page 3

Bible: for personal growth and to help
other people.
The proofs that I use to prove some
topics for myself are different from
the proofs that I would use to seek to
help an agnostic or atheist.
Someone could ask: Why are you
interested in helping an agnostic or
atheist?
My answer: I want to be prepared
to help friends of mine who are college students to deal with the theories
that they hear in the classroom.
I’ll mention two examples.
Is there a God?
My personal proofs of the existence
of God are different from the proofs
that I would use to seek to help an
agnostic or atheist. It is easier to satisfy my questions than to satisfy the
questions of other people.
Personally, it has been a long time
since I have studied the theory of evolution. It is easy to say that I was never
an expert on the subject.
Yet I looked at some of the scientific and geological information.
Much of my conclusion involved
my view of faith. It was easier for me
to have faith in the concept of a living
God than to have faith in the theories
of evolution.
I realize that scientists shudder at
the concept of a person considering to
have faith in the theories of evolution.
But that’s the way I see it.
As I said, it is easier to satisfy my
questions than to satisfy the questions
of other people.
It is my perspective that a loving
person will consider the sincere ques-

tions of young agnostics and seek to
help them.
Is the Bible God’s Word?
I have studied the forming of the
canon more recently than I have studied the theory of evolution. It is easy
for me to say that I was never an
expert on either subject.
But I will tell you that I have heard
more questions from young people
about the Bible being God’s Word
than questions about the existence
of God.

The subject is so immense that
there are many tentacles. Try not to let
prejudices get in the way of understanding what the writer is saying.
I’m not saying that you have to
agree with any writer. But try to accurately see what he is saying—before
deciding where you agree and where
you disagree.
It is my perspective that Dixon’s
article was about whether a person
should consider any writings as an
inspired canon.
It is my perspective that Alex

consign these people to a lake of fire.
But we need to be careful not to commit anyone to a lake of fire.
Take care not to be premature
First, it’s not our responsibility.
Second, if it were our responsibility it
might be premature.
All of us are on a journey in this
life.
For the record, I have seen people
who had given up the New Testament
change their minds and come back to
believing in the entirety of the Bible.

Just as my belief in the existence of God involves
faith on my part, my belief in the Bible being
God’s Word involves an element of faith.
I have listened to the sincere questions of young people, and I have tried
to help them sort through their questions.
Just as my belief in the existence of
God involves faith on my part, my
belief in the Bible being God’s Word
involves an element of faith.
I realize that many professors shudder at the concept of a person considering to have faith in the study of the
authenticity of the Bible. But that’s the
way I see it.
Carefully read the articles
For readers who decide to read various articles about the canon, here is a
recommendation when reading about
this subject: Carefully read what the
author is saying.

Ciurana’s article was about whether
the Bible is properly a closed canon.
My particular focus
For the record, my particular focus
about the canon is different from the
focus of the two articles in the last
issue of THE JOURNAL.
For many years I have been concerned about what I consider to be the
irregularities and corruptions in the
Bible translations.
For some time now I have witnessed a few friends and acquaintances come to a conclusion to discard
the entire New Testament.
By discarding the entire New Testament, they discarded Jesus Christ as
their Savior.
You might be tempted to quickly

Also for the record, I still liked the
people who had given up the New
Testament. So, instead of assigning
them to a lake of fire, I wanted to try
to understand how they could come to
such a conclusion.
These people may never give me
the chance to help them on their journey. However, would I be prepared to
help them if they did communicate
with me on the subject?
An example
Someone could say: Give me an
example of what you call irregularities
and corruptions.
Okay.
For the record, I do not consider
Herbert Armstrong (founder of the
Radio/Worldwide Church of God) to

be the final authority on biblical discussions. However, I will use one of
his teachings as an example.
It is my perspective that Mr. Armstrong believed that there was a corruption of Scripture involving 1 John
5:6-8.
For the record, I happen to agree
with him on that issue.
But this brings up an interesting
question:
If a believer accepts one instance
of a mistranslation of Scripture, how
is he sure that there are no other mistranslations of Scripture?
Avoid the pendulums
Do you know what worries me
about the canon? The pendulum.
Too many people have such an idealistic view of the canon that when
they see some of the realistic irregularities in Scripture they throw the
baby out with the bathwater.
It is my perspective that if believers
can realistically see the Bible (even
with its irregularities and corruptions)
they will be less likely to become disillusioned.
They might be more likely to continue learning from the great words of
life found in the Bible.
Comfort and hope
It is my perspective that the Bible
gives us inspired words from God.
One of my favorite scriptures is
found in Romans 15:4: “For whatever
things were written before were written for our learning, that we through
the patience and comfort of the
Scriptures might have hope.”

Issue No. 147 (Jan. 31, 2012)

Essay

THE JOURNAL

7

Which of the three general responses to evil did Jesus choose?
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peace fellow at the United States Institute of Peace. Dr. Wink is author of
Jesus and Nonviolence: The Third Way
and many other books.
This article is reprinted by permission from The Impossible Will Take a
Little While: Hope in a Time of Fear, by
Paul Rogat Loeb (soulofacitizen.org).
By Walter Wink
EW YORK, N.Y.—“You have
heard that it was said an eye
for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth. But I say to you do not resist
one who is evil.
“But if anyone
strikes you on the
right cheek, turn
to him the other
also.
“And if anyone would sue
you and take your
coat, let him have
your cloak as
well; and if anyone forces you to Walter Wink
go one mile, go
with him two miles” (attributed to
Jesus in Matthew 5:38-41, RSV).

N

Impractical idealism
Many who have committed their
lives to working for change and justice
in the world simply dismiss Jesus’
teachings about nonviolence as impractical idealism.
And with good reason. “Turn the
other cheek” suggests the passive,
Christian doormat quality that has
made so many Christians cowardly
and complicit in the face of injustice.
“Resist not evil” seems to break the
back of all opposition to evil and
counsel submission.
“Going the second mile” has
become a platitude meaning nothing
more than “extend yourself.”
Rather than fostering structural
change, such attitudes encourage collaboration with the oppressor.
Revolutionary political statement
Jesus never behaved in such ways.
Whatever the source of the misunderstanding, it is neither Jesus nor His
teaching, which, when given a fair
hearing in its original social context, is
arguably one of the most revolutionary political statements ever uttered.
When the court translators working
in the hire of King James chose to
translate antistenai as “resist not evil,”
they were doing something more than
rendering Greek into English.
They were translating nonviolent
resistance into docility.
More than resistance
The Greek word means more than
simply to “stand against” or “resist.” It
means to resist violently, to revolt or
rebel, to engage in an insurrection.
Jesus did not tell his oppressed
hearers not to resist evil. His entire
ministry is at odds with such a preposterous idea. He is, rather, warning
against responding to evil in kind by
letting the oppressor set the terms of
our opposition.
A proper translation of Jesus’ teaching would then be: “Do not retaliate
against violence with violence.”
Jesus was no less committed to
opposing evil than the anti-Roman
resistance fighters like Barabbas. The
only difference was over the means to
be used.
Up against evil
There are three general responses to
evil:
Violent opposition.
Passivity.
The third way of militant nonviolence articulated by Jesus.
Human evolution has conditioned
us for only the first two of these responses: fight or flight.
Fight had been the cry of Galileans
who had abortively rebelled against

Rome only two decades before Jesus
spoke.
Jesus and many of His hearers
would have seen some of the 2,000 of
their countrymen crucified by the Romans along the roadsides. They would
have known some of the inhabitants of
Sepphoris (a mere three miles north of
Nazareth) who had been sold into
slavery for aiding the insurrectionists’
assault on the arsenal there.
Some would live to experience the
horrors of the war against Rome in A.D.
66-70, one of the ghastliest in history.
If the option of fighting had no
appeal to them, their only alternative
was flight: passivity, submission or, at
best, a passive-aggressive recalcitrance in obeying commands. For
them no third way existed.
Resist, but . . .
Now we are in a better position to
see why King James’ servants translated antistenai as “resist not.” The king
would not want people concluding
they had any recourse against his or
any other sovereign’s unjust policies.
Jesus commands us, according to
these king’s men, to resist not. Jesus
appears to say that submission to
monarchial absolutism is the will of
God. Most modern translations have
meekly followed the King James path.
Neither of the invidious alternatives
of flight or fight is what Jesus is proposing. Jesus abhors both passivity
and violence as responses to evil.
His is a third alternative not even
touched by these options. The Scholars Version translates antistenai brilliantly: “Don’t react violently against
someone who is evil.”
Turn the other cheek?
Jesus clarifies His meaning by three
brief examples.
“If anyone strikes you on the right
cheek, turn to him the other also.”
Why the right cheek? How does
one strike another on the right cheek
anyway? Try it. A blow by the right

system of caste and class, race and
gender, age and status, and by the
guardians of imperial occupation.
Why, then, does Jesus counsel these
already humiliated people to turn the
other cheek?
Because this action robs the oppressor of power to humiliate them. The
person who turns the other cheek is
saying, in effect:
“Try again. Your first blow failed
to achieve its intended effect.
I deny you the power to
humiliate me. I am a
human being just
like you. Your status (gender, race,
age, wealth) does
not alter that.
You cannot demean me.”
Such a response would
create enormous
difficulties for
the striker. Purely
logistically, how
can he now hit the other
cheek?
He cannot backhand it with his
right hand. If he hits with a fist, he
makes himself an equal, acknowledging the other as a peer.
But the whole point of the back of
the hand is to reinforce the caste system and its institutionalized inequality.
No limits to giving?
The second example Jesus gives is
set in a court of law. Someone is being
sued for his outer garment. Who
would do that and under what circumstances?
Only the poorest of the poor would
have nothing but an outer garment to
give as collateral for a loan. Jewish
law strictly required its return every
evening at sunset, for that was all the
poor had in which to sleep.
The situation to which Jesus alludes
is one with which his hearers would
have been too familiar: The poor debt-

nakedness (Genesis 9:20-27). By
stripping, you have brought the creditor under the same prohibition that led
to the curse of Canaan.
As you parade into the street, your
friends and neighbors, startled, aghast,
inquire what happened. You explain.
They join your growing procession,
which now resembles a victory parade.
The entire system by which
debtors are oppressed has
been publicly unmasked. The creditor is revealed
to be not a supposedly respectable moneylender but a
party in the
reduction
of an entire social
class to
landlessness and
destitution.
This unmasking
is not simply punitive, however. It offers the creditor a chance to
see, perhaps for the first time in his
life, what his practices cause—and to
repent.
Jewish sense of humor
Jesus in effect is sponsoring clowning. In so doing He shows Himself to
be thoroughly Jewish.
A later saying of the Talmud runs:
“If your neighbor calls you an ass, put
a saddle on your back.”
The Powers That Be literally stand
on their dignity. Nothing takes away
their potency faster than deft lampooning. By refusing to be awed by their
power, the powerless are emboldened
to seize the initiative, even where
structural change is not possible.
This message, far from being a
counsel of perfection unattainable in
this life, is a practical, strategic measure for empowering the oppressed. It
provides a hint of how to take on the

Jesus in effect is sponsoring clowning. In so doing He shows
Himself to be thoroughly Jewish. A later saying of the Talmud runs:
‘If your neighbor calls you an ass, put a saddle on your back.’
fist in that right-handed world would
land on the left cheek of the opponent.
To strike the right cheek with the
fist would require using the left hand,
but in that society the left hand was
used only for unclean tasks. As the
Dead Sea Scrolls specify, even to gesture with the left hand at Qumran carried the penalty of 10 days’ penance.
The only way one could strike the
right cheek with the right hand would
be with the back of the hand.
A place for someone
What we are dealing with here is
unmistakably an insult, not a fistfight.
The intention is not to injure but to
humiliate, to put someone in his or
her place.
One normally did not strike a peer
in this way, and if one did the fine was
exorbitant (four zuz was the fine for a
blow to a peer with a fist, 400 zuz for
backhanding him, but, to an underling,
no penalty whatever).
A backhand slap was the normal way
of admonishing inferiors. Masters backhanded slaves, husbands wives, parents
children, men women, Romans Jews.
We have here a set of unequal relations in each of which retaliation
would be suicidal. The only normal response would be cowering submission.
It is important to ask who Jesus’
audience is. In every case Jesus’ listeners are not those who strike, initiate
lawsuits or impose forced labor.
The very idea
Rather, Jesus is speaking to their
victims, people who have been subjected to these very indignities. They
have been forced to stifle their inner
outrage at the dehumanizing treatment
meted out to them by the hierarchical

or has sunk ever deeper into poverty,
the debt cannot be repaid, and his
creditor has hauled him into court to
wring out repayment.
Most serious 1st-century problem
Indebtedness was the most serious
social problem in 1st-century Palestine. Jesus’ parables are full of debtors struggling to salvage their lives.
It is in this context that Jesus
speaks. His hearers are the poor (“If
anyone would sue you”). They share a
rankling hatred for a system that subjects them to humiliation by stripping
them of their lands, their goods, finally even their outer garments.
Why, then, does Jesus counsel them
to give over their inner garment as
well? This would mean stripping off
all their clothing and marching out of
court stark naked!
Put yourself in the debtor’s place.
Imagine the chuckles this saying must
have evoked. There stands the creditor, beet-red with embarrassment,
your outer garment in one hand, your
underwear in the other.
You have suddenly turned the tables on him. You had no hope of winning the trial. The law was entirely in
his favor. But you have refused to be
humiliated.
At the same time you have registered a stunning protest against a system that spawns such debt. You have
said, in effect: “You want my robe?
Here, take everything! Now you’ve
got all I have except my body. Is that
what you’ll take next?”
Serious clowning
Nakedness was taboo in Judaism.
Shame fell not on the naked party but
the person viewing or causing one’s

entire system in a way that unmasks its
essential cruelty and to burlesque its
pretensions to justice, law and order.
Go the second mile?
Jesus’ third example, the one about
going the second mile, is drawn from
the enlightened practice of limiting the
amount of forced labor that Roman
soldiers could levy on subject peoples.
A soldier could impress a civilian to
carry his pack one mile only. To force
the civilian to go further carried with it
severe penalties under military law. In
this way Rome tried to limit the anger
of the occupied people and still keep
its armies on the move.
Nevertheless, this levy was a bitter
reminder to the Jews that they were a
subject people even in the Promised
Land.
To this proud but subjugated people
Jesus does not counsel revolt. One does
not “befriend” the soldier, draw him
aside and drive a knife into his ribs.
Jesus was keenly aware of the futility of armed revolt against Roman imperial might. He minced no words about
it, though it must have cost Him support from the revolutionary factions.
But why walk the second mile? Is
this not to rebound to the opposite extreme: aiding and abetting the enemy?
Recovering the initiative
Not at all. The question here, as in
the two previous instances, is how the
oppressed can recover the initiative,
how they can assert their human dignity in a situation that cannot for the
time being be changed.
The rules are Caesar’s but not how
one responds to the rules. The response is God’s, and Caesar has no
power over that.

Imagine, then, the soldier’s surprise
when, at the next mile marker, he
reluctantly reaches to assume his pack
(65 to 85 pounds in full gear). You say,
“Oh, no, let me carry it another mile.”
Normally he has to coerce your
kinsmen to carry his pack. Now you
do it cheerfully and will not stop!
Is this a provocation? Are you insulting his strength? Being kind? Trying to get him disciplined for seeming
to make you go farther then you
should? Are you planning to file a
complaint? To create trouble?
Throwing power off balance
From a situation of servile impressment, you have once more seized the
initiative. You have taken back the
power of choice. The soldier is thrown
off balance by being deprived of the
predictability of your response.
Imagine the hilarious situation of a
Roman infantryman pleading with a
Jew: “Aw, come on, please give me
back my pack!”
The humor of this scene may
escape those who picture it through
sanctimonious eyes. It could scarcely,
however, have been lost on Jesus’
hearers, who must have delighted in
the prospect of thus discomfiting their
oppressors.
Some readers may object to the
idea of discomfiting the soldier or embarrassing the creditor. But can people
engaged in oppressive acts repent
unless made uncomfortable with their
actions?
There is, admittedly, the danger of
using nonviolence as a tactic of
revenge and humiliation. There is
also, at the opposite extreme, an equal
danger of sentimentality and softness
that confuse the uncompromising love
of Jesus with being nice.
Loving confrontation can free both
the oppressed from docility and the
oppressor from sin.
Even if nonviolent action does not
immediately change the heart of the
oppressor, it does affect those committed to it. As Martin Luther King Jr.
attested, it gives them new self-respect
and calls on strength and courage they
did not know they had.
To those with power, Jesus’ advice
to the powerless may seem paltry. But
to those whose lifelong pattern has
been to cringe, bow and scrape before
their masters, to those who have internalized their role as inferiors, this
small step is momentous.
The other way
Jesus’ Third Way:
Seize the moral initiative.
Find a creative alternative to violence.
Assert your own humanity and
dignity as a person.
Meet force with ridicule or
humor.
Break the cycle of humiliation.
Refuse to submit or to accept the
inferior position.
Expose the injustice of the system.
Take control of the power dynamic.
Shame the oppressor into repentance.
Stand your ground.
Force the Powers into decisions
for which they are not prepared.
Recognize your own power.
Be willing to suffer rather than
retaliate.
Force the oppressor to see you in
a new light.
Deprive the oppressor of a situation where force is effective.
Be willing to undergo the penalty of breaking unjust laws.
What Jesus would have done
It is too bad Jesus did not provide
15 or 20 more examples since we do
not tend toward this new response naturally. Some examples from political
history might help engrave it more
deeply in our minds:
In Alagamar, Brazil, a group of
peasants organized a long-term strugSee BURLESQUE, page 8
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New Ekklesia of God calendar promotes the Commandments

L

ITTLE ROCK, Ark.—Theda
Horton is giving away copies of
a 2012 calendar that includes
the feast days.
It’s inspired by the calendar
Jim and Dot Ussery distributed
before Mr. Ussery’s death four
years ago. It’s different from the
Usserys’ version in that it is primarily available as a PDF by Email.
“After Jim died in 2008 I redesigned the calendar so that it can
be delivered by E-mail for easy home
assembly,” Ms. Horton said.
“Jim and Dot were the financial
backers on the original project: paying
the printer, the shipping and handling
and the advertising.
“They did the heavy work of getting the calendars to the post office.
“I can get stamps at Kroger now
and can’t see myself standing in a
line at the post office, even though

my Winnie Walker has a seat
attached. Those outand-about

days

days are apparently over. E-mail That is the original intention.”
To request your PDF copy, write
One small change in wording on Ms. Horton at tehorton@swbell.net.
works better for me.”
The calendar features “astronomy- the calendar has Ms. Horton using the
based dates” rather than the days as name “Ekklesia of God” instead of Limited printed version
determined by the traditional Jewish “Churches of God.”
If you don’t do E-mail, you may
“King James agreed to finance the write for a printed version to 3105 S.
calendar.
“It is not possible to please or ac- translation of Scripture contingent Tyler, Little Rock, Ark. 72204, U.S.A.
commodate every calendar persuasion,”
she said, “so I continThe calendar requires easy home
ue with astronomybased dates that peoassembly and a long-reach stapler.
ple can translate to
Simple instructions are included.
their local time and/or
adjust to their own
definition of beginupon his 26 edicts,” she said. “One
ning of months and new moon.
“I can print, assemble and mail instipulation was that the word ekklesia dividual requests but would have difSubliminal reinforcement
was to be translated as ‘church.’ After ficulty producing a large number of
“The calendar is about the Com- all, he had become head of the Church calendars due to the expenses inmandments, including the feasts of England.”
volved,” she said.
of the Lord. There is subliminal reinThe calendar requires easy home
“As always, there is no charge for
forcement in my right hand and fore- assembly and a “long-reach stapler,” she the calendars. The calendar project is
head every time I use the calendar. said. “Simple instructions are included.” not a business but a labor of love.”

Burlesque the injustice of unfair laws; force evil out of hiding
gle to preserve their lands against attempts at illegal expropriation by
national and international firms (with
the connivance of local politicians and
the military).
Some of the peasants were arrested
and jailed in town.
Their companions
decided they were
all equally responsible. Hundreds marched to
town. They filled the
house of the judge, demanding to be jailed
with those who had
been arrested.
The judge was finally
obliged to send them all home, including the prisoners.

mese orphans, so she owed no tax.
They were not legal dependents, of
course, so were disallowed.
No, she insisted, these children
have been orphaned by indiscriminate
United States bombing. We are responsible for their lives.
She forced the Internal Revenue
Service to take
her to court.
That gave her
a larger forum
for making her
case. She used
the system against
itself to unmask
the moral indefensibility of what
the system was doing. Of course she “lost”
the case, but she made her point.

Saving tax
During the Vietnam War one woman claimed 79 dependents on her
United States income tax, all Vietna-

We’re all Jews
During World War II, when Nazi
authorities in occupied Denmark promulgated an order that all Jews had to

Continued from page 7

wear yellow armbands with the Star of
David, the king made it a point to attend a celebration in the Copenhagen
synagogue.
He and most of the population of
Copenhagen donned yellow armbands

violence in our daily lives if we ever
hope to resort to it in crises.
Historic nonviolence
Today we can draw on the cumulative historical experience of nonvio-

and that of those we oppose, to dare to
draw the sting of evil by absorbing
it—such behavior is unlikely to attract
the faint of heart.
But, to people dispirited by the
enormity of the injustices that crush us

To people dispirited by the enormity of the injustices
that crush us and the intractability of those in positions of
power, Jesus’ words beam hope across the centuries.
as well. His stand was affirmed by the
bishop of Sjaelland and other Lutheran clergy. The Nazis eventually had to
rescind the order.
Repeat the stories
It is important to repeat such stories
to extend our imaginations for creative nonviolence.
Since it is not a natural response,
we need to be schooled in it. We need
models, and we need to rehearse non-

lent social struggle.
But the spirit, the thrust, the surge
for creative transformation that is the
ultimate principle of the universe—
this is the same one we see incarnated
in Jesus. His teaching reads like a
practical manual for empowering the
powerless to seize the initiative even
in situations impervious to change.
To risk confronting the Powers with
such clownlike vulnerability, to affirm
at the same time our own humanity

and the intractability of those in positions of power, Jesus’ words beam
hope across the centuries.
Asserting ourselves
We need not be afraid. We can assert
our human dignity.
We can lay claim to the creative possibilities that are still ours, burlesque
the injustice of unfair laws, and force
evil out of hiding from behind the
facade of legitimacy.

More letters from our readers
Continued from page 2

lost track of him. In recent years I
became aware of his seminars in
Birmingham, Mich., and started attending them.
I’ve written for and received many
of Art’s books, so I began a home Bible
study with his informative volumes.
In my opinion, many articles by
other writers seem to overlook God’s
plan of His Kingdom since His creation.
It seems pastors tend to overlook
Acts 1:3, where Jesus appeared and
spoke about the Kingdom of God before His ascension.
So I’m thanking you again for THE
JOURNAL. I think you also recognize
Art Mokarow’s books are closest to
God’s work, and his articles really hit
the mark.
I didn’t know you were editor of
THE JOURNAL. Your article “The Elephant . . .” about the canon [Dec. 20,
2011 issue] is very interesting. I’m
reading more.
Leonard Sowders
Warren, Mich.
For more comments about the December 2011 articles on the Bible canon, see the six editorials beginning on
page 3 of this issue of THE JOURNAL.
I believe I’ll believe what I believe
If you were born a Lutheran, Baptist, Roman Catholic, Episcopalian or
any other Protestant and you are now
a mature adult, you probably believe
that God is a Trinity, that you have an
immortal soul, you’ll go to heaven

when you die, etc., etc.
You would believe this because
you always have, having been born
into those wrong beliefs and never
thinking or questioning or checking
into many subjects to see if they are
true. This is true regardless of what
church you were born into.
Some churches believe they should
keep Sunday as the worship day.
Others believe everyone should tithe.
Some think the Old Testament holy
days should be kept.
Most will believe and practice what
their denomination teaches. Since nobody has all truth, no one can pass the
blame for mistakes onto their church.
Regardless of the subject or doctrine, most people will not check into
anything because they think all they
were told is true.
Are we deceived?
Paul and Micki Herrmann
Metairie, La.
This, that and Acts 16
I noted the recent articles in the
CONNECTIONS section of THE JOURNAL.
Normally I pay little attention to those
articles written by people with some
pet theory or an ax to grind.
But because of Ken’s Westby’s article (on the “one God”) in No. 146 I
went back and skimmed Brian Convery’s article (a critique of the “one
God” teaching) in Issue 145.
I have also read the previously published articles on the one-God conferences and listened to some of the
recorded talks including that of our

pastor, David Antion.
I am pleased to note that in all these
discussions on the nature of God no
one has accused holders of other
views of not being acceptable to God
because of their views.
I will not go into how I have
arrived at my conclusions, but I
have observed that both Trinitarians and Binitarians are acceptable to God.
I have not been in a position to observe “one
God” people like the
good folks of Ken
Westby’s Association for Christian Development, but I
have no reason to believe that
they are not
also acceptable to God.
Obviously these views
cannot all be correct. Perhaps all of these views are
incorrect. We all may be looking at it
wrong. Comprehending the true nature of God may well be beyond our
human understanding.
But God is exceedingly merciful,
far beyond our comprehension, and
He accepts all of us who meet the
basic requirement of faith as His sons
and daughters even though we don’t
get everything correct.
That basic requirement is stated
several times in Acts in answer to the

question “What must I do to be
saved?”
Peter, Paul, Philip and perhaps
Silas all provided the same general
answer. See Acts 16:31.
In the old WCG we used to argue
that there must be more to it.
It could not be that simple,
that we also had to do
this, this and this and believe that, that and that.
At the advanced
age of 79 I seem to
be getting my priorities reordered and
getting rid of some of
my prejudices.
Robert Macdonald
Lebanon, Mo.
Applying some
countermeasures
Thank you for
the “free” subscription. My wife and I
are retired pensioners, and I live partly
on American Social Security and partly on Canadian, New Zealand and Australian pensions.
I appreciate THE JOURNAL immensely and value it for the latest on current
happenings and heresies.
Ever thought of adding to the front
page BEWARE: CONTENTS CAN BE HAZARDOUS TO YOUR SPIRITUAL HEALTH;
APPLY COUNTERMEASURES OF 2 TIMOTHY 3:16, 1 THESSALONIANS 5:21, MATTHEW 4:4 AND ISAIAH 8:20?
I find many articles great stimulus

to constantly do as the Bereans did
(Acts 17:11).
Ian R. Willis
Myola, N.S.W., Australia
In memory of Wily Elder
When doves fly
In my father’s hand,
There lay a dove
Under the shadow of his love—
Nurtured and cared for
Since the beginning of time.
Out of the many
It was called and chosen.
The angels came
And took it
To its new home,
Another of the Father’s
Treasured abodes.
Today in hearing of your passing,
Dearest brother and friend,
In deep mourning, also in joy,
I dedicate these words
For a loss so deeply felt
But for one who will return.
Your journey here has ended;
Another has begun
When you hear your Father’s voice
To rise and shine
As the stars from heaven above.
You will be missed,
My dear friend.
Gladys Acosta
North Miami, Fla.
See Wily Elder’s obituary and photo on page 11 of this issue of THE
JOURNAL.
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Is there a Sam in your world?
By Darlene Warren
IG SANDY, Texas—No one at the
church knew where he came from or
where he was living, but the pastor
seemed to think he was just the right person
for the job. As long as Sam kept the grass cut
and the flower beds weeded, the church board
of trustees would continue to pay him enough
at the end of the week to meet his needs.
Needs: such a relative term. The shack he
lived in had belonged to his mother, who had
passed away three years ago. So it and the
plot of land it sat on were now his.
Other than the two shabby chairs and the
couch with the broken springs that furnished
the front room and the chipped dishes that lay
in the kitchen cupboard, there was very little
else to speak of.
He had a bed, of course, in the tiny bedroom that faced the front of the house, but,
besides a small dresser, that was it.
Oh, yes, there was the television in the
front room that showed Sam the world in
black and white that he and his mother had
once watched together.
What are a person’s needs: food, clothing,
shelter? Sam was okay.

B

People talk
People wondered about Sam, those who
took the time to wonder about him. Mostly it
was the neighbors who watched him ride his
bicycle to wherever he went every day.
If they had asked, they
would have known he went
across town to the churchyard to rake the leaves that
fell from the magnolia tree
or mow the lawn or trim
the privet that lined the
walk that led to the church’s
front door.
But nobody asked, and, as
human nature would have it,
people talked among themselves. Some said that as far back as they
could remember Sam had been a quiet boy,
the youngest son of a large family.
The older boys had gone off to fight the war
and the girls had left to marry. His ne’er-dowell father had left too. People talked, but not
to Sam.
Sam wasn’t like the other boys in the
neighborhood. He didn’t have any friends. He

A Virtual Church
Dial in Live Every Sabbath

11 am Pacific Time 1 pm Central 2 pm Eastern

Call

attended school until he was old enough to
drop out, and then he did.
As time went on, he became increasingly
more isolated. Except for occasional
visits from his sisters, the only person he talked with was his mother.
As a boy and young
man, he never left
the house except to
wander out in the
yard occasionally.
He let his hair grow
long and didn’t seem to care
much about anything. But
that was just the way Sam
was, and nobody asked any
questions.
Kind words brighten worlds
As time passed, Sam became less and less
interested in the world around him, sinking
into a depression that became so severe that
his mother and sisters were forced to make
the decision to have him placed in an institution for a time.
There was no miraculous healing, but with
medication he recovered enough to even-

916-233-0562

tually be able to come home. People talked.
When Sam did come home, he realized he
needed a way to supplement his elderly mother’s scant income she received from the county. That’s when he heard about the part-time
lawn-care job opening at the churchyard.
The job description appealed to Sam, and
the amount of money he agreed to appealed
to the board.
Sam kept his job at the church for many
years, and he and his mother lived together in
the little shack until the day she died.
One day as she and Sam sat sipping coffee
and seeing the world through the black-andwhite screen, her heart suddenly gave out.
One moment she was there, the next she was
gone. Sam was alone.
Is there someone in your neighborhood
who could use a kind word to brighten his
world?
Sometimes that’s all it takes to give someone enough encouragement to keep going for
another day.
Let’s not be the people who talk among
ourselves and overlook those who really need
our attention. We’re all God’s children. Let’s
watch out for each other.

Free live audio and video streaming of the weekly
Virtual Church is available at:

www.godward.org
Check website for coming topics and speakers

Did the Apostles baptize in the name
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit?

M

atthew 28:18-20 is certainly
plain. “Go therefore and make
disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” Did the
Apostles follow this instruction?
Of particular note is the baptism of
some believers in Ephesus by Paul. Acts
19:1-6 tells of some students of Apollos,
who had been baptized in the name of
John the Baptist. Paul evidently noticed
something about them that made him
wonder if they had received the holy
spirit. They had not even heard of the
spirit. They were then quickly baptized
“in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Act 19:5).
It seems that, since the holy spirit
was a central focus in this account, if
Paul were baptizing in the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit the Holy
Spirit would have at least been mentioned here. It is not connected with
the baptism.

Peter, when admonishing the crowd
on Pentecost, exhorted them to be baptized only in the name of Jesus Christ
(Acts 2:38). The baptisms of Philip in
Acts 8:12-17 also indicate that he baptized only in the name of the Lord Jesus
(vs. 16). Peter again, when baptizing
Cornelius, baptized him only in the
name of the Lord (Acts 10:48). When
Paul was baptized, he was exhorted
only to call on the name of the Lord
(Acts 22:16; see also Acts 9:17-18).
Paul also mentions baptism to the
Romans, but only mentions the connection with Jesus Christ (Rom 6:3). A
similar thought occurs in Galatians 3:27.
The context of I Corinthians 1:13 indicates baptism involves only Jesus.
The holy spirit is definitely associated
with baptism, but the text of Matthew
28:19 didn’t seem to have a very profound
effect on the practice of those who baptized in the New Testament church.

There are also other scriptures that,
while not mentioning baptism directly,
run contrary to the injunction of Matthew 28:19. “. . . For there is no other
name under heaven, given among men by
which we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).
“Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in
the name of the Lord Jesus . . .” (Col 3:17).
“No one comes to the Father except through
Me” (John 14:6b).
The record of history casts doubt on
the authenticity of Matthew 28:19.
There are a number of early documents
that reference this scripture. The very
early ones reflect the conduct of the
Apostles as examined above. Baptism
was in the name of the Lord Jesus only.
The lack of adherence or even mention on the part of the early church is
probably because Jesus never spoke the
words attributed to Him in Matthew
28:19. Jesus didn’t work on magic formulas such as that found in verse 19. In

other words, God doesn’t act because
someone says the magic words, but
because of the heart, mind and intent
of the believer.
It is also in keeping with the mind of
God that facts are established on two
or three witnesses (Mat 18:16, II Cor
13:1, I Tim 5:19, Deu 19:5). Thus, virtually everything that is important instruction to believers is repeated or reinforced somewhere else. The Matthew 28:19 formula is found only in this
one verse. This verse is the only indication one is supposed to be baptized
into some name or authority other than
that of Jesus Christ alone. It won’t
stand in the court of heaven.
If the Apostles didn’t do it, why would
anyone else? Don’t wait for someone
ordained of men to look into this for
you. Develop your own relationship with
the real head of the congregation of God
by an in-depth study of His word.
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Your Minister Is Being Unreasonable
ust what do you mean my minister is being
unreasonable?” HWA used to use a similar
introduction on a regular basis. He would ask
the rhetorical question, repeating the claim
made at the beginning of the article or program.
Why did he do this? It draws the attention of the
reader or listener. It draws them in by making them
analyze the statement to see if it’s true. I wish more
ministers would follow his example. This kind of an
introduction pushes the listener to verify the
truth of any claim.
In his early ministry Mr. Armstrong was very diligent in making sure we were actually looking in
God’s word to verify what he was saying. It’s my
opinion that late in the history of Worldwide, and
now in many of the offshoots, the ministry does NOT
want you to look in God’s word. They do NOT want
you to really question their authority.
Why? I can’t attribute motives, but, if I had to
guess, it’s because of the overarching influence of
Satan. We are seeing it more and more in the governments of the world: trying to control their people
completely. We all know the saying “Absolute power
corrupts absolutely.” If this saying holds true in the
worldly leaders, why do we expect anything different
from the ministry?
The leader of the PCG, Mr. Flurry, had one thing
right. The ministry was the problem in Worldwide.
How so? They knew what was going on, and what the
problems were in Worldwide, before the system blew
up and disintegrated. The problem the PCG had (I
can’t say if they still do since I’m not there) was they
did the same thing to a greater extent than
Worldwide did. They exerted an ironfisted control
over what their members were allowed to publicly
say they believed.
The PCG went so far as to tell their members to
cut off contact with their parents if those parents
had ever been part of the church but then chose not
to attend with the PCG. That, my friends, is a violation of the fifth command from God the Father,
Himself.
I was there; I heard the sermons; the documentation is widely available for those who question this.
I contend the PCG was being unreasonable in what
they demanded from their members. Why? They
made it crystal-clear to their members that the PCG
was the only way to escape from the coming tribulation, and very likely the only way to obtain salvation.
So I’ll ask the question again: Is your minister
being unreasonable?
Just do I mean by “unreasonable”? According to
Merriam-Webster’s online dictionary, the first definition is “not governed by or acting
according to reason.” The definition
of “reason” from the same source,
third definition: “a sufficient ground
of explanation or of logical defense.
Something that supports a conclusion
or explains a fact.”
Does what he teaches line up with
the Word of God? Is he teaching you
from the true source of knowledge,
God’s word? Or is he teaching you his
or others’ traditions?
Christ addressed this very issue in Matthew 15 and
Mark 7. The leaders of the time used peer pressure
and the fear of rejection by society to control the
people with their traditions. God’s word tells us not
to be fearful, 2 Timothy 1:6-8. (God does say the fear
of God is the beginning of wisdom, Proverbs 9:10.)
He tells us not to fear men. Or what they can do to
us, Hebrews 13:6 and Psalm 118:6. He clearly tells us
to fear the One who can destroy both body and soul,
but not men who can only act here in this life,
Matthew 10:28.
People are famous for using traditions to control
others. How much of your life is controlled by traditions? Does you minister appeal to traditions, claiming they are from God, via revelation to some person
(you can insert here any number of names)? And, by
implication, does he teach that if you don’t follow
him you will be cast into the Lake of Fire? Is this
how your minister teaches?
Isn’t that how the churches of the world control
their members? Is that reasonable?

“

J

Or does he go to God’s word, and prove to you
from God’s word that his teachings are true?
Traditions are typically full of unreasonable or illogical requirements or beliefs. Let’s look at a couple.
First is the tradition of a celibate priesthood. God
clearly throughout His word places marriage as the
ideal for people in this life. Paul made some statements which might be able to be construed as reason
to not marry. But his statements, taken in context,
make it is clear that situation was for a short amount
of time, and that this tradition by the Catholic
Church is not of God. But yet how many thousands of Catholics believe it? And act it out in
their lives?
Next let’s look at another very popular tradition to see how reasonable it is: Christmas.
Christ was supposedly born shortly after the
winter solstice, according to this tradition.
But, when we look at the matching tradition of Easter, we find a disparity. Christ
was supposed to be 33 1⁄2 years old
according to most churches that
observe both Christmas and
Easter. How could he have been
born at the end of December
and die in April and still be 33 1⁄2
years old? January, February,
March, April; ohhh, we’re two
months short, aren’t we? Half a
year is six months! Let’s see what
counting back from April six
months comes to. April, March,
February, January, December, November. Well, how about that? Pretty
close to the end of the grazing year in
the area outside of Jerusalem. Also pretty close to
the Feast of Tabernacles. Hmm.
What do these examples prove? That people are
more than willing to allow others to tell them what to
believe, because it’s (1) too much trouble to do the
research themselves, and/or (2) they are afraid of not
following the crowd.
So what do I mean when I ask if your minister is
being reasonable? Does what he teaches fit with
God’s word, or do you have to go through a lot of
mental gymnastics to see the connection? Does he
have to appeal to your fear of being kicked out of the
church to convince you to follow his lead?
Let me give you a carnal example. There is a radio
ad running here from a major alarm-monitoring
company. It goes something like this: First you hear
glass breaking. Then the announcer comes on: “Did
you know a burglar can break into your home and

do is tell someone the house has already been broken
into. THEY CANNOT STOP A BREAK-IN!
Yet company XYZ has spent many, many dollars
to run this ad. An astute listener will immediately
see the lack of connection and probably will not
decide to purchase the service. However, the obvious reason XYZ runs the ad is because most people
can’t or won’t see how illogical this purchase would be,
based on the evidence given.
How logical (reasonable) are some of the statements made by your minister? How many of the
teachings of your church have the same disconnect between the teaching and the
proof they offer?
I’ll give you another example. The
church has taught for decades the lie
about the sanctification of Sunday and
the truth of God’s Sabbath. As most of
you should know, the reason Sunday is
observed is because the Catholic Church
made the change from the Sabbath to
Sunday. So WE keep the Sabbath, because we understand God did not
make the change.
But most will follow right
along with their minister when
he tells them to observe a calendar that is just as unreasonable.
In the 4th century the Jewish
leaders made the decision to
change the way the start of the
month is determined. The new
way to determine the first day of
the month was different from how
Christ and the rest of Judea started
the month during the time of the life of Christ.
So you tell me: Is it reasonable to teach that we
are to keep the same Sabbath day Christ did, yet
teach that we are to keep a different calendar than
the one Christ observed?
Since we know we are not allowed to change the
day we worship, why do we think we can change the
calendar we keep? Would you call that reasonable?
Yet your minister will tell you it’s perfectly logical.
And he’ll give you any number of arguments to try to
convince you—with the ultimate argument being
that if you don’t follow him, you are rejecting the
Apostle and, by extension, God Himself.
Do the research. Look up for yourself how the
Jews of Christ’s time figured out when the month
started. Look up how they figured out the start of
the year. It’s all there. Try this Google search: “How
did the Jews determine the new month?” Look up
the history of the Jewish calendar.
Matthew 7:8-10: “Ask, and it shall
be given to you; seek, and ye shall
Traditions are typically full
find; knock, and it shall be opened to
you; for every one who is asking doth
of unreasonable or illogical
receive, and he who is seeking doth
find, and to him who is knocking it
requirements or beliefs.
shall be opened. Or what man is of
you, of whom, if his son may ask a
loaf—a stone will he present to him?
and if a fish he may ask—a serpent will he
escape within five minutes? Who’s watching your present to him? If, therefore, ye being evil, have
home while you are away? Think about this . . . a known good gifts to give to your children, how much
locked door may not stop a thief. Then think about more shall your Father who is in the heavens give
this . . . XYZ company can install a full alarm system good things to those asking him?” (Young’s Literal
for only blah, blah, blah.”
Translation).
This ad is attempting to convince you, the listener,
I implore you to pray, fast and do your own
to purchase their services based on your fear that research. Use the common sense that God gave you
your home could be broken into and the thief escape to think through God’s words from His Bible and
quickly. The implied threat is that, if the listener see if there is a real connection between your minisleaves for more than five minutes, their house could ter’s teaching and what God says in His Bible (as
be compromised, but, if they buy company XYZ’s opposed to a church pamphlet).
services, XYZ will watch it for them constantly.
Ask God and He will show you! If you can’t see
Now, logically, why would a listener want to pur- what your minister says is from God’s word, then
chase services from XYZ? Remember the first sen- you need to decide if you’re following him, or if you’re foltence: “Did you know a burglar can break into your lowing God.
home and escape within five minutes?” No monitorMen can threaten a lot. But they can’t cut you
ing service will stop a thief from breaking in, getting off from God, no matter what they claim. Reyour goodies, and leaving before the monitoring member, GOD the Father opened your eyes to His
company has time to notify the police. Logically, if a words, John 6:65. If He called you, do you really
burglar can break in, get your stuff and be out in five think He’ll let some man’s opinion change His plan?
minutes, there’s nothing an alarm company can do to DON’T FEAR MEN! Fear God, and follow what God
stop it. The only thing the monitoring company can shows you.

zwbrt89@yahoo.com
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Connections runs classifieds

C

runs classifieds:
help wanted, for sale, pen
pals, prayer requests and
more. Send ads (including prayer
requests and obituaries) to CONNECTIONS (see the address and more
information in the box elsewhere in
CONNECTIONS). You may also send
prayer requests to Rosy Halley at
24 Jumilla Ln., Hot Springs Village, Ark. 71909, U.S.A., telephone
ONNECTIONS

(501) 915-8843. Her E-mail addresses are prayerlines@sdcog.
org and prayerlines@earthlink.net.
As space is available, requests to
Mrs. Halley will also be printed in
CONNECTIONS each month.
When submitting prayer requests
on behalf of others (whether you
send them directly to CONNECTIONS
or to Mrs. Halley), please do so
with their permission.

Resources

Prayer requests

Obituaries

Virtual Church, Ken Westby, every Sabbath, 11 a.m.
Pacific, 1 p.m. central, 2 p.m. eastern, (916) 233-0562,
www.godward.org.

Janice Freeman, Palestine, Texas, recovering from pneumonia.

Norman Frederic Rowe, of Gold Beach, Ore., passed away
Dec. 19, 2011. He was born June 17, 1945, in Boston,
Mass., to Henry A. Rowe and Elizabeth Docksey Rowe. On
June 11, 1977, Norman married Yvonne Eads Rowe. A
jack-of-all-trades, Norman was self-employed as a music
teacher over the years in Texas, Tennessee, Oregon,
California and New Mexico.
He was also a minister or
elder with various Church of
God organizations since
1975. Norman owned Talent
Music Store, Talent Music
Publishers and Norm’s Window Washing Service. He
worked as a Web-site designer, a school-bus driver for
Central Curry School District
and a transit-bus driver for
Curry Public Transit. He was a
member of online forums regarding music such as Tube- Norman Rowe
Net and Trombone Forum.
Norman is survived by his wife, Yvonne E. Rowe; children
Paul, Braxton (Tony), Jenetta Pankenhorn; grandson Isaac;
siblings Amy Kuntz and Daniel Rowe; and lots of nieces,
nephews and cousins. He was preceded in death by his
parents, Henry Rowe and Beth Armstrong; and his grandchildren, Ethan and Emerald. A memorial service was held
Dec. 31, 2011, 12 noon at the Clubhouse, Royal Mobile
Estates Park, 1055 N. 5th Street, Jacksonville, Ore.
Memorial contributions may be made to Norman F. Rowe
Memorial Fund, Sterling Savings Bank.

Www.creatorscovenant.org., P.O. Box 1002, South
Pasadena, CA 91030.
ICY, P.O. 208, Pocahontas, AR 72455.
Jan Aaron Young, jan_aaron_young@q.com; articles:
http://23jan.spaces.live.com.
The Ezekiel Watchman, P.O. Box 8819, Modesto, CA
95357, ezekielwatchman.org, (209) 772-0737 or (209)
524-1304.
Ministry Publications, P.O. Box 715, Cottonwood, AZ
86326.
Zwbrt89, P.O. Box 80338, No. 6833, Chicago, IL 60680,
zwbrt89@yahoo.com.
Henk Jens, P.O. Box 121, Belmore, N.S.W. 2192, Australia.
www.rightly-dividing.net.

Religions of the World
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Shinto
Sikhism
Juche
Spiritism
Rastafarianism
Tenrikyo
Judaism
Scientology
Unitarian
Secular
Neo-Paganism
Zoroastrianism
Jainism

Primalindigenous

Radio4Living.com, whatnextmedia.com, whatnext@
pobox.com.
Art Mokarow, P.O. Box 1197, Montgomery, TX 77356,
art@mokarow.com, www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com.
Tulsa Women’s Conference, June 8-10, 2012. Tulsa
Church of God/The Church of God International. Nancy
White, (903) 636-4756, Nancy@dynamicchristianministries.org or Renée Steel (918) 809-5580, www.tulsachurchofgod.net. Tulsa Church of God, 14509 East
Marshall St., Tulsa, OK 74116.
Building Bridges Not Walls, www.Reconciliation
Group.org.
The Church of God is not prepared, www.Childrenof
God.net, P.O. Box 30332, Little Rock, AR 72260.
Church of God Big Sandy, churchofgodbigsandy.com.
The 120 Year End-Time Prophecy! Triumph Prophetic
Ministries, P.O. Box 842, Omak, WA 98841, www.
triumphpro.com, triumphpro.org, triumphpro.info.
Super Sabbath Weekend, April 13-15, 2012, Wagoner,
Okla., Wynn Skelton, (903) 736-5999.
Church of God, The Most High God, (847) 626-4855.
America and Britains Future Free Reading Room Library,
US-BritishFuture.com, P.O. Box 4877, Oceanside, CA
92052.

Personals
Widower, retired teacher, conservative, fit, longtime COG
member, seeks single COG lady 50-62 for long-term
relationship. Friendship first. Write Gordon Winkelman,
9571 E. 5th St., Tucson, AZ 85748. Pictures, please.

Free/trade
Free: About 20 copies of the Ambassador College yearbook, The Envoy, from the 1970s through the 1990s. I’m
giving them away, but you will need to pay postage.
Mrs. Clyde Mottin, 514 Milan Ave., Ravenna, NE 68869.
Phone (308) 452-3340.

Prayer requests
Paulette McCormick, Bayou La Batre, Ala., cancer.
Fred Porter, 102 Timber St., Hot Springs, AR 73913,
recovering from bypass surgery.

Why do you
tithe on money?

Leah Davis of Lebanon, Mo., requests prayers for her
husband, Wes (advanced stage of cancer and kidney
dialysis), and their son-in-law, Loren Smith (cancer).

ICY

C. Fred Bailey, retired GCI pastor, died at age 70 on Aug.
3, 2011, at his home in Southaven, Miss. The cause of
death was apparently heart failure. Fred was born on
July 26, 1941. He graduated from Ambassador College
in Pasadena, Calif., in 1973. Upon graduation, he married Diane Yoho. They entered the field ministry as a
trainee couple in June of that year, serving in the
Oakland and San Francisco, Calif., churches. In 1974
they transferred to Nashville, Tenn. They served their
first full pastorate in Evansville, Ind. They also pastored
in Springfield, Mo., and Richmond, Va. Fred retired in
2004. Fred’s wife, Diane, preceded him in death in
2006. Fred and Diane ministered capably and faithfully
in all the church areas where they served. They were
respected and loved by all who knew them.
Watson Bolle died Dec. 22, 2011. He was a kind and
gentle Fijian gentleman and a member of the ICG’s
Sacramento, Calif., congregation. Mr. Bolle is survived
by his loving wife, Millie.

Melba Jean Hammer, 76, of Longview, Texas, passed
away Nov. 22, 2011, surrounded by her loving children.
Melba was born Nov. 23, 1934, in Upshur County,
Texas, to C.W. “Jack” and Ludie Young. She attended
Harmony schools, where she enjoyed playing sports
including volleyball, which she loved and continued to
play for many years throughout her life. She married
her husband, Bob Hammer, July 5, 1952, and they
enjoyed almost 40 years of marriage until his death in
1991. She loved sewing, playing piano and spending
time with family and friends. She worked for more than
20 years as an apartment manager and was a member
of TAA. She was also a member of Grace Christian
Fellowship Church. Mrs. Hammer was preceded in
death by her parents, Jack and Ludie Young; her husband, Bob Hammer; and daughter Debbie Hammer. She
is survived by daughter Terry Sawyer and her husband,
John, of Benton, La.; son Michael Hammer of Dallas,
Texas; daughter Lori Robinson and her husband,
Chuck, of Coldspring, Texas; grandchildren Ryan
Hammer and April and Christine Piero; and brother
Ladell Young and his wife, Francis, of Longview. Melba
will always be remembered for her kindness and as a
loving wife, mother, grandmother and friend to so
many. She is missed dearly.
William F. “Wily” Elder, 67, died Nov. 27, 2011, in Ocala,
Fla. Wily was born in Slaton, Texas, and graduated from
Lubbock High School. He
served with the Marines in
Vietnam and was awarded
the purple heart and silver
star for combat wounds. Wily
was a member and served
the Churches of God for
many years by publishing
Eschatology Journal and
maintain Web sites including
AskYourBible.com. Wily was
never married. He had a sister, Ruthie, who died in 2005.
Neville Gilbert of the Christian Church of God, Lantana, Wily Elder
Fla., is handling Wily’s affairs.
He is to be interred in the National Veterans Cemetery
in Boynton Beach, Fla., on a date not yet established.

June 8-9-10, 2012 / Tulsa, Oklahoma
Schedule:
Friday, 7:00 P.M.–8:30 P.M.: Fellowship Time
Saturday: 9:00 A.M.–10:00 A.M.: Breakfast
Saturday: 10:00 A.M.–Noon: Presentations
Saturday: Noon–4:00 P.M.: Break for church services
(Everyone is invited to attend and fellowship with the Tulsa church)

Saturday: 4:30 P.M.–9:30 P.M.: Dinner, more presentations, studies and fellowship time
Sunday: 9:30 A.M.–Noon: Brunch and presentation

A sunset-to-sunset weekly
Sabbath is not in the Bible!

To order these books write:

Obituaries
Byron Kenneth Duke, 62, of Nevada, Mo., died Jan. 2,
2012, at Kansas University Medical Center, Kansas City,
Kan., as the result of a sudden illness. He was born Aug.
1, 1949, in Sikeston, Mo., to James Owen Duke and
Claire Dunn Duke. He was married Sept. 26, 1971, in
Pasadena, Calif., to Sharyon Taylor and she survives.
Byron grew up in Southern California, where he graduated from Imperial Schools. In 1971 he graduated from
Ambassador College in Big Sandy with a degree in
accounting. He took graduate courses at Cal State in
Los Angeles. Byron and Sharyon and children Brandon
and Sharby moved to Missouri in 1979, residing in Blue
Springs, Booneville and
Columbia before moving to
Nevada, Mo., in 1986. He
had served since then a
chief accountant for the
Nevada Habilitation Center,
where he was the 2011
employee of the year. He
was a member of the NRA
and a hunting enthusiast
and loved being in the
woods. He was treasurer for
Community Fellowship
Church in Carterville, Mo.,
for more than 20 years. He
Byron Duke
worked with the youth ministry and activities for several years, sang in the choir
and was worship leader. Mr. Duke also sang in the
Nevada Community Choir. He was a loving husband,
father, brother and son. In addition to his wife, Sharyon,
survivors include one son, Brandon Paul Duke, Greenwood, Ind.; one daughter-in-law, Fiona Duke, Greenwood, Ind.; one daughter, Sharby Claire Duke, Bowling
Green, Ky.; his parents, James and Claire Duke, East
Windsor, N.J.; two brothers, Russell Duke and his wife,
Phyllis, Duarte, Calif., and Warren Duke, Charlestown,
Va.; and one sister, Kay Overstreet and her husband,
Bob, East Windsor, N.J.; two nieces, Tracey Stewart and
her husband, Sean, and Jennifer Overstreet; and two
nephews, Christopher Duke and Michael Overstreet.
Cards may be sent to Sharyon Duke, 431 E. Minnesota
St., Nevada, MO 64772.

The Virtuous Woman Conference

Few of us have taken a closer look at the
Scriptures to see what it really says about
tithing. Honestly, where does the Bible say, or
even hint, that we are to tithe on the money we
earn? What truly is Biblical “increase”? Few doctrines have been as badly misrepresented as the
doctrine of tithing. If you now tithe on money, on
your paycheck, then you owe it to yourself and
your family to get the facts. Read this detailed
study of tithing which has been freeing people from the false teachings on tithing for over 20 years. (Suggested donation, $3 ppd)

It is an old story: assuming a belief comes from the Bible, when in
fact the Bible says nothing of the sort. Most of us came out of
Protestantism because we saw exactly that. The
truth, the Scriptural truth, is the sunset-to-sunset
weekly Sabbath doctrine is just ANOTHER ONE of
those beliefs that has no Biblical basis whatever!
Shocking though this may be, it is the provable
truth. For nearly 20 years the book, The Scriptural Weekly Sabbath is NOT from Sunset-toSunset, has shown the vital truth on this crucial
subject. The Biblical facts and history do not lie.
Read the facts for yourself. Is Lev. 23:32 really
proof of a sunset-to-sunset weekly Sabbath? Could it be an ancient
Babylonian method of reckoning the day gradually replaced the
observance of the true Biblical day? This book is a must read. Order
yours today. (Suggested donation $3, ppd)

Linda Kaplan of Orlando, Fla., had a cold months ago. She
kept coughing, then a couple of weeks ago coughing so
hard she was coughing up blood. Doctor. said it might be
a tropical disease or cancer. Further testing showed a
tumor at the top of her left lung. It is cutting off air from
entering, so the lung is not functioning. Test results aren’t
back yet if it is cancerous or not. She and her husband,
Mark Kaplan, are asking for prayers for her healing.

Who can find a virtuous woman?
—Proverbs 31:10—

Conference details or registration:
Nancy White at 903-636-4756 or Nancy@dynamicchristianministries.org
Accommodation suggestions near the Tulsa church:
Renée Steel at 918-809-5580
Conference location:
Tulsa Church of God, 14509 East Marshall St., Tulsa, OK 74116 • www.tulsachurchofgod.net
To get on our e-mail list for future notification:
Send a request via e-mail, with your full name and e-mail address,
to Nancy@dynamicchristianministries.org

P.O. Box 208 • Pocahontas, AR 72455
This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER
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Now and New World Order
Part 14
Subliminal Seduction II DVD
mell—Disney World pumps out an artificial vanilla or cookie smell to lure buyers to
the bakery for fresh baked goodies, but all are
pre-packaged. People are led by the nose using
chemicals or human pheromones—the olfactory frontier. Samsung tested a scent, surveyed
shoppers subject to the aroma, and asked if
they lingered in the store longer. It found sales
doubled on days when the scent was in use.
Now even store windows may emanate an
odor to lure people inside!
Taste—MSG flavor enhances so people
crave food. NutraSweet and Aspartame are
used for diet products but they induce craving
for more of the same!
Sound—Words played backward on music
are picked up by the unconscious mind. Unbelievable? But many lawsuits are filed against
record companies for this. Shops found 20 years
ago that playing messages as I am honest or Do
not steal lessened shoplifting by 2/3. A hospital
staff room plays nonsmoking words subliminally so there is 50% less smoking there; and angry
outbursts are cut 60% by soothing words. Affect
people without knowing it.
Sight—“SEX” written on objects in ads. To
incite lust, sex appeal for items not sexy or
with much appeal. Stealth marketing implies
sexual parts or the insertion of sex parts in
images by airbrush, as a naked woman seen
when ice cream is scooped out; even in films
for kids as Disney’s Mermaid. Seen so quickly they are perceived only unconsciously. [The
number 666 and All-Seeing-Eye are embedded in some movies and on TV. They are seen
easily in plain sight, or slightly off the focus
area, or only noticeable subconsciously.]
Color affects moods. At an office, workers
complained about colds and a bad feeling.
Instead of turning up the thermostat the bluish
room was painted in warm colors.

S

Empire of the City DVD (2007)
Great Britain is the only nation called Great,
with 50 nations owned. London is the wealthiest spot on earth with many banks including
US ones.
There are 3 city-states: Vatican City (spiritual), “The City” in London (finance), and Washington DC (military, forces regime change)—
the 3 parts of the All-Seeing-Eye triangle. Each
with an Egyptian style obelisk for god Ra.
The newly formed USA agreed to the
Treaty of 1783 to ‘win independence’ but
agreed to pay war debt to London. The former
colonies remained vassals to the City. US presidents secretly represent the Crown as royal
colonies of Canada and Australia with HMS
ships for Her Majesty.
“Mayer Rothschild’s most successful sons
were Nathan, who ran the London bank, and
James who ran the Paris bank [known in]
Europe as the Demon Brothers.” Their families’ wealth was half the world’s or $500 trillion. “By 1823 the Rothschilds were guardians
of the entire papal treasure and took over the
financial operations of the Catholic Church.”
Popes profited from sin, indulgences (paying for past sins) and even paying for future
sins allowed. And confiscation of property and
assets of ‘heretics’ and Holocaust Jews’
wealth. Both the pope and queen of England
have vast wealth accumulated.
Former US Ambassador to Romania David
Funderburk in 1991 said “George Bush has
been surrounding himself with people who
believe in one-world government. They believe
that the Soviet system and the American system are converging . . . [using the UN] the
majority of whose 166 member states are
socialist, atheist and anti-American.”
Just 6 months before 911 the (Larry)
Silverstein Group bought the WTC for $3.2
billion, yet was to pay $200 million in renovations including asbestos removal. In court after
911 it was awarded billions so profited greatly.
Larry increased insurance against terrorism
weeks before 911. Marvin Bush, George’s
brother, was head of security at WTC until just
before 911—another coincidence?
The very rich fear: exposure, losing public
support and organized resistance.
Mostly non-ethnic Jews died in the Holocaust, not racially of Judah. Real Jews in Denmark and elsewhere escaped.
America, Daughter of Babylon
By Allen Bonck (2008): Describes why

USA is the New Babylon for many reasons.
Jesus said He and His disciples were not of this
world (John 15:18), Mystery Babylon’s world
[with pope’s calendar and pope as head].
US national buildings are mainly based on
Roman architecture and portray Roman allegories from Roman religion. “[This] art turned
their images into media of direct communication with [spirits]. The Romans used their art as
a way to communicate with the spirit realm.”
From the book We the People published by
the US Capitol Historic Society: “Symbolism
pervades the Capitol. It was built into the walls,
stone by stone, as the Congress House kept
pace with the expanding nation.” [With wings
called temples.] The term genius means a presiding spirit or genie, just like a god. They are
depicted in many triangles atop buildings as the
Capitol. Several such pediments are described,
genius along with other idols or gods.
For example, the Departmental Auditorium
has Columbia as the presiding spirit over
America, and Genius as a female riding nude
on a bull. “Within pagan symbolism the goddess Isis (Queen of Heaven) is shown riding
upon the back of Osiris the Bull.” [Also, Isis is
displayed as the giant Statue of Liberty idol.]
Statuary Hall shows America with a serpent
named Helios (sun) around a tree stump. “The
cryptic allegorical interpretation of this sculpture
is that America is the offspring of Babylon.”
Questions and Answers of the Masonic
Bible under the article All-Seeing-Eye: “An
important symbol borrowed by the Freemasons from the nations of antiquity. Among
the Egyptians, Osiris, their chief deity was
symbolized by the open eye.” The Masons’
date of Anno Lucis used on cornerstones
means year of light or Lucifer since he founded Babel and thus Babylon.
Shadow Masters (2010)
How governments and their intelligence
agencies are working with international drug
dealers and terrorists for mutual benefit and
profit by Daniel Estulin:
The US House report: “The disaster that began on Aug. 17, 1998, spread immediately
throughout Russia. Millions of ordinary men
and women who had deposited their money in
Russian banks lost everything. ATM and debit
cards ceased to work. Dozens of banks
became insolvent and disappeared. Angry depositors besieged Russian banks, only to learn
they had been wiped out. Millions of senior
citizens, whose meager pension income had
been suspended for months, were cut off completely . . . every Russian’s life savings lost
75% of its value.” Worse than the US Great
Depression when the US was 1/3 worse;
Russia was 2/3. A foretaste of the future?
The Rothschilds made Interpol, anticipating
WWII to watch for opposition to them funding
both sides of war as usual.
“According to a US Congressional Investigation conducted in 2001 US and European
banks launder [up to] $1 trillion of international criminal proceeds each year, half of which is
laundered by US banks alone.” The US economy would collapse if this illegal money was
halted and living standards plummet.
Michael Ruppert in 1997 gave a lengthy
report with exhibits to the Select Intelligence
Committees of Congress, but it did not appear
in the records. The Kerry subcommittee already found out that the CIA ran drugs for 50
years. Oliver North’s diary tells that $14 million to buy weapons for the Contras came
from drugs.
“The use of the drug trade to secure economic advantage goes back to the British East
India Co. and its first smuggling of opium
from India into China . . . it did that for 300
years. Why fiddle with something that brought
untold billions to the ruling elite?” Millions
are poisoned and the elite profit [and the US
copied this]. About 80% of the opium trade
goes through Kosovo, that’s why US, UN and
NATO forces wanted to control the city.
The 1995 Oklahoma City bombing created
a 3.0 Richter scale signal, but only buried
explosives could do that. Blasts above ground
dissipate upward due to least resistance so
there is little earth moving. The 3.0 corresponds to 100 tons of TNT (really a nuke
blast?) buried deep underground causing a
crater, 60% of the blast going upwards. Not 2
tons of cheap fertilizer explosives. The blast
collapsed or damaged 324 buildings.
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Why else would Timothy McVeigh be
indicted for WMD using a fertilizer bomb? A
nuclear bomb produces an EMP frying all
electronics in the area, and that happened.
Secrets of the CIA
“One of the most evil organizations in the
world . . . [This book,] based on declassified
documents, shows how the CIA pioneered
invasive mind control, sold drugs, changed
regimes and killed millions of people worldwide. In the 1940s it absorbed Nazi war criminals into its structure; in the 1950s it used
Communism as the bogeyman and developed
MKUltra; in the 1960s it introduced LSD to
the streets, took out legitimate leaders of foreign countries and installed puppet dictators.”
CIA, Monarch and MKUltra
Mind Control Programs
DVD (See many videos available online.
Note how the US became like the Nazis.):
Phoenix—CIA program of assassination
squads (as Green Berets) in Vietnam targeted
the Viet Cong. Rival factions accused each
other so were interrogated and executed, about
20,000-40,000. Sometimes ears were kept to
show proof of killing. Those in charge of US
efforts deemed Phoenix a success.
Viet Nam war was for drugs of the Golden
Triangle. US troops shipped home in body
bags had drugs inside. Those alive became
addicted and spread the habit in the US. Those
in the military who protested were eliminated.
War dissidents in the US were disrupted with
ELF or microwaves used to make them crazy,
slated for insane asylums and not believed.
Manhattan project—the nuclear arms race
was expensive. Many of the same Nazis who
committed war crimes were hired in Operation
Paperclip in the US and led tests. Some
200,000 US troops were used as human guinea
pigs when atomic blast fallout dusted them,
and were not told about the risk.
Downwinders from atomic blasts were US
civilians exposed to radiation. And includes all
the states as child mortality rates spiked during
years of air atomic tests. And includes the
world as fallout spread globally. All culprits
got off with these crimes. Though some victims won lawsuits and were compensated, no
one was found guilty.
MKUltra—Nazi scientists after the war
were not convicted of crimes, but were
employed by the US to do the same torture
experiments they conducted in Germany in the
US—food or sleep deprivation and endless
recorded messages. It was found that extreme
trauma on children could cause Multiple
Personality Disorder, plus killing a small animal in front of them. [MPD seems to be part of
demon possession told in the Bible.] Electric
shocks were used so the person would revert
to being like a baby sucking his thumb and
need to learn again, as toilet training.
The mind creates another person with different traits to forget the trauma. The original person remembers only a lapse of time from other
altered states. Trained assassins act normal
until given a key phrase or stimulus as under
hypnosis and that method was also used. Some
are sex slaves used as spies. About 80 US universities and institutions did MKUltra testing.
Other mind control methods included satanic cults and creating more cults using similar
ways as voodoo. Radio signals used to create
behavior changes were piggy-backed on the
usual radio signals.
Pandora—Idea came about when the US
embassy in Moscow was bombarded by
microwaves and the US ambassadors went
crazy and died. Jose Delgado (‘former’ Nazi)
tested this in the US and claimed in his book
Psyops that humans could be manipulated
from a distance, and it was a greater threat than
the atomic bomb, not readily known where the
source was. Tests were conducted on persons
without their consent.
Lawsuits were filed for 68 kids subject to
sex crimes, some with venereal diseases, but
were stopped by the US Army. Deemed
national security makes them top secret and
not prosecutable.
Jonestown cult suicides were really CIA
mind control victims with various mind control drugs evidenced by needle marks on the
bodies, staged as suicides. Church of Satan
founder LeVay worked for the CIA.
The Moonies are led by Moon and wife

Issue No. 135 (Jan. 31, 2012)
claiming him greater than Jesus, Mohammed
or Buddha. George H.W. Bush gets millions of
dollars to speak on his behalf to lend him credibility. He was crowned. [On 3-24-2004 with
senators present; though 81 came, most of
them left when they found out why! But some
supported the event. “Mr. Moon, an eccentric
billionaire, convicted tax cheat and power broker, grandly donned scarlet robes and a golden
crown at the Dirksen Senate Office Building. I
am God’s ambassador sent to earth with his
full authority, he announced.”]
False Memory Syndrome Foundation—Set
up to deny prosecution against mind control
experiments. It claims the alleged victim made
up the abuse story. This does account for 8%
but not the rest. The ploy is used to revile the
victim, and make the perpetrator a martyr. As
McMartin Pre-School child abuses were
claimed just fake stories. But later they were
found true with tunnels under the school, and
small animal bodies found, used to convey
keeping acts secret or their parents killed. And
some had sexual diseases.
CointelPro—Counter Intelligence Program
of CIA and FBI to stop investigation into their
illegal activities. Only two agents were ever
convicted of this, but pardoned by the president. Agents aided the KKK to thwart the
Black movement. Psycho weapons were later
used as weapons against war demonstrators, or
to force suicides.
Secrets of the CIA DVD
Hundreds of Nazis avoided prison after
WWII, hired by the US since they had much
info on the Russians. They got away with murder taking part in the Holocaust. They became
CIA agents. The very people the US went to
war against the US hired to cause mayhem!
Mind-altering drugs as LSD were used or
sound-looped recordings of horror repeated
endlessly. They tried to find a drug to make a
person tell the truth. Thousands are in mental
intuitions, failed subjects of mind control. Abu
Grhaib and Gitmo are just part of US torture
and sexual abuse.
The 2003 Iraq war was for oil, just as 1953
for oil in Iran. The CIA overthrew democratically elected Prime Minister Mosaddeq who
was replaced by Shah who the people hated.
Shah was US puppet and allowed US bases
there. Later because of the instability, Islam
prevailed and Khomeini took over.
Congo—CIA wanted and got Mobutu in
charge, a brutal regime and he took half the
nation’s wealth while aiding US interests there
32 years.
Indonesia—Sukarmo allowed Communism
so CIA had a porn movie made with a look
alike to blackmail him, but he was already
known to be that way. Then the CIA sponsored
a coup resulting in a massacre of anyone suspected by the US of being Communist.
Laos—To win war in Vietnam the CIA hired
local tribesmen in Laos to stop North
Vietnamese movements in Laos. Reward was
US helicopters hauling opium for them. Some
was shipped to South Vietnam and 80,000 US
troops got addicted—10,000 more addicts than
in the US at the time. The CIA also used illegal
drug trafficking to fund its secret projects.
Bolivia—Communism was trying to take
hold by Che so the CIA hired an assassin who
murdered him. He became a martyr, with his
face’s image everywhere and icon on T-shirts
and tattoos, symbol of resistance against US
imperialism.
Vietnam—Project Phoenix assassinations:
Throw a captive out a helicopter so another
will talk; or shove a rod into ear and into brain.
Such horror soured Americans on the war and
led to US withdrawal in only loss.
Chile—Allende was elected democratically. The CIA told propaganda against him in
leading Chile newspaper and inflamed unrest.
General Pinochet’s coup led to tortures, thousands imprisoned without trial, or executed.
Cambodia—Cambodians did not want any
US bases for fighting in Vietnam, so CIA funded a general there to take over, but the nation’s
economy suffered. Then Khmer Rouge took
over and executed 2 million.
Angola—Kept civil war going, longest in
20th century with a legacy of landmines to
blow up people later.
Nicaragua—Sold arms in Iran, though considered terrorist state, to fund Contras’ illegal
acts. Top CIA officials were found guilty but
were pardoned by Bush Sr.
PNAC DVD
About Project for a New American Century: US populace had not felt attack on its soil
before 911. As a result of the attacks Americans wanted revenge, yet followed plans to
the very detail already prepared before 911.
US quickly blamed Osama without proof. He
claimed he did not do them, very odd for a ter-
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rorist not to claim credit! In 3 months a vague
video came out supposedly of Osama discussing the attacks, but was inconclusive. The
FBI does not list him for 911 though it does for
other attacks.
Alex Jones on the air announced 3 months in
advance that the US government was planning
such an attack, and would blame Osama as
their bogeyman, the CIA’s ‘former’ employee.
After 911 President Bush told military and
intelligence leaders to find any facts that would
justify attacks on Iraq and Afghanistan.
Neocons Cheney, Rumsfeld, Horowitz and
Perle claimed in PNAC that they needed a new
Pearl Harbor attack to implement their changes
(and the 911 attacks fit the bill). [Who in their
right mind would want another such attack?] It
called for an increased military buildup, though
the US already spent more on the military than
all the rest of the world combined! And they got
more than they had hoped!
President Bush was left exposed during the
attacks and the school kids, as if someone knew
they were not really at risk. Several threats on
Bush were claimed from DC, so his jet rushed
to safe haven, but they later were found to be
false. Bush had on his desk when he got back a
notice to attack Afghanistan.
War for oil is quite common. Cutting off
Hitler’s supply led to his fall. Russians in Afghanistan were used as an excuse for the US to
aid al-Qaeda, to drive Russia out. Later the 911
attacks gave excuse for the US to go back.
Clinton later claimed that in his White House
days he had plans set to invade Afghanistan.
False flag ops: President T. Roosevelt needed justification for war against Spain in Cuba,
and blowing up of the US Maine was the
excuse. The Lusitania was allowed to be sunk
with US passengers, laden with munitions, to
get the US into WWI. Allowing the Pearl Harbor attack got us into WWII (the general in
Hawaii claimed in later hearings that Washington knew of the impending attack but he did
not). Gulf of Tonkin was staged as a Viet Cong
attack despite later findings that showed no one
was hurt, but got more US troops to fight in
Vietnam [and the draft]. Bush Sr. attacked Iraq
after tearful testimony of a girl about Iraqis
throwing babies in incubators on the floor,
though she was later found to be the daughter
of US ambassador from Kuwait and coached
by the PR firm Hill & Knowlton. Iraq and
Afghanistan wars were made justified by false
911 attacks blamed on foreign terrorists.
Declassified Northwoods document told of
US plans to justify declaring war on an enemy
by blaming them for what US forces would
actually do. As replace a US passenger plane
with a remote-controlled one and explode it to
blame Cuba (similar to 911 attacks). Or terrorize US citizens in US cities and accuse Castro.
US troops, art and antiquities dealers raided
Iraq after attack and before humanitarian aid
came in, stealing anything valuable as books or
archeological finds and destroyed the rest.
Rumsfeld reported that the Defense Dept.
lost $2.3 trillion but no one was blamed!
Eisenhower warned of the military-industrial
complex running wild. He earlier claimed he
was for not having to pay more than one cent
more for defense than necessary. Now $400 billion a year [too bad even half this money was
spent on peaceful endeavors].
Oil companies profit, so get politicians that
continue this scheme. Oil and gas companies
have already divvied up the Mid-East for their
own land. Unocal needed pipelines in Afghanistan, so warned the Taliban that did not want
them of getting a carpet of bombs if they did
not allow them. The US choice to rule Afghanistan after US attack was Kharzai who was a
refugee in the US and employee of Unocal!
Those in the employ of firms as Halliburton
told of staying in plush hotels with lavish meals
and recreation, and executives riding Cadillacs
or Hummers. While US troops slept in makeshift cots without air conditioning. Worse, Halliburton supplied them their water, but drinking
and showering water was contaminated.
Contractors as Halliburton got no bid contracts, and contracts that did not have to be economical for taxpayers. Expensive truck use was
billed to the US while hauling nothing around,
or used without oil filters so they quickly had to
be replaced, the company profiting each time

one was bought. Some were just blown up to
get rid of them. This just continued the military
industrial complex practice of coming out with
the latest advanced vehicle and mothballing
perfectly good ones as obsolete, such as the
extensive graveyard for planes in Tucson,
Arizona where ‘old’ usable jets are stored.
The US is far and away the world’s leading
arms dealer, selling to any nation the latest
weapons for profit. But then defense contractors claim US enemies have such advanced
equipment that the US must make more
upgraded ones for itself. Since they sold them
to the enemy they should know!
Iraqi torture was not just by a few nut jobs in
the military, but systemic. Copper Green operation instructed in sexual harassment, nudity,
barking dogs, sleep deprivation, long and
stressed situations. Shows superiority of US to
the rest of the world.
Paul Bremer suspended any law in Iraq so
mayhem resulted. Halliburton received $20 billion in cash for various projects which did not
have to be specified or the amount used even
recorded! Fallejuah had 350,000 residents, now
none. Concrete now covers Depleted Uranium
radiation there.
Military contractors as Blackwater or Halliburton employ those who like violence, and Iraq
was their play ground. Even films show US
troops having fun at the expense of Iraqis.
Whooping it up when they shot at anyone at random, or blew up vehicles or houses like a video
game. The films made by the same soldiers.
Iraq for Sale DVD
“War is a racket as the late Major General
Smedley Butler famously declared. The US has
employed over 100,000 civilian contractors in
the Mid-East, and corporations such as Halliburton, Parsons, Dyncorp, Xe (Blackwater),
Titan and Caci have legally bought congressional influence and cashed in on the huge taxpayer-funded military budget . . . they have little direct supervision . . . inflict horrific torture
on innocent Iraqis with no consequences.”
Illuminati 2 (2010)
By Jewish author Henry Makow: “Freemasonry is the secret ‘religion’ of the modern
world. That’s why its obelisks and other symbols dot our cities and are featured as logos of
cities and corporations . . . In front of the main
police station . . . in Toronto there is a statue of
a policewoman working on an unfinished pyramid! The logo for Time Warner Inc. is a variation on the Eye of Horus . . . Gradually, we’re
are all being inducted into Satanism.”
“The Illuminati intermarry with other generational Satanists. It’s no coincidence that
Chelsea Clinton married a Jewish investment
banker, while Karenna Gore married the grandson of one.” Many presidents were descendants
of European royal families.
The 13 colonies were allowed to win independence, it seemed but not really. In Jonathan
Williams’ book Legions of Satan (1781) he
recorded General Cornwallis admitting that
“USA’s millions will unknowingly be loyal
subjects to the Crown . . . Your churches will
be used to teach the Jews’ religion and in less
than 200 years the whole nation will be working for divine world government . . . the
British Empire. All religions will be permeated with Judaism without even being noticed
by the masses, and they will all be under the
invisible All-Seeing-Eye of the Grand Architect of Freemasonry.”
[So Britain remained in control, and US citizens were indoctrinated with the false Jewish
religion (Mystery Babylon as all nations).]
Senator Joseph McCarthy in a 1956 speech
said “Cornwallis well knew that his military
defeat was only the beginning of world catastrophe that would be universal and the unrest
would continue until mind control could be
accomplished through a false religion. What he
predicted has come to pass . . . Masonry infused
into every church in American with their veiled
Phallic [obelisks and steeples] religion.”
Larry King and Iran’s Ahmadinejad are
shown using a Masonic handshake. (Makow
claims even Ron Paul is phony opposition and
a Mason, his wife an Eastern Star Mason and
his daughter in the youth version.)
Freemasonry and the religion of most Jews
is based on the Cabala, not the Bible. Copying
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the Skull and Bones Club, the Boule recruits
top Blacks as civil rights activists to prepare to
rule. Like other secret societies, they bond in
sexual perversions.
Vancouver BC was reported by the Christian
Science Monitor in 1997 as pedophile paradise
known for its notorious sex trade where it is
easy to find a child for sex. A 1999 UNESCO
report named it 1 of 3 top centers for sex trafficking, child porn and pedophilia due to judicial protection for child sex offenders.
Several people told of sexual abuses at
Bohemian Grove for top male leaders, and that
the ritual of a burned sacrifice of a real child
does take place there, as many had suspected.
“Supreme Court Judge Sonia Sotomayor is a
member of the all female Belizean Club which
is the female equivalent of Bohemian Grove.”
A woman defector claims she was sexually
abused by top world leaders at BG (where they
meet in well-guarded secrecy). That top
Freemasons sacrifice children 8 times a year on
their high days, even tens of thousands of children. She gave details of their perversions,
including bestiality. “She said 80-90% of the
House of Representatives and 100% of the
Senate belong to the Illuminati.”
A former pilot for bigwigs overheard CEOs
talking about themselves being highly paid
actors, that they just followed orders from
higher ups.
Scouting for Boys was an old Boy Scout pamphlet, apparently a double entendre. While
preaching loyalty and honor, its founder Robert
Powell used it for the British Empire’s pedophile
elite including himself. Masons may deny he
was a member, but Masonic lodges in Africa,
Australia and New Zealand are named after him.
[Eagle Scout initiates recite the use of the eagle
in ancient pagan god rites as a good thing.]
“John Salza is a former 32º Freemason and
author of Freemasonry Unmasked. He has written an essay about the OA (Order of the Arrow)
entitled Freemasonry Has Infiltrated the Boy
Scouts. The OA was founded in 1915 by two 32º
Masons and the rituals are patterned on Masonic
rituals . . . These rituals—which include a blood
covenant are being conferred upon innocent Boy
Scouts . . . (This info) comes from a scout who
has experienced demonic spiritual manifestations after his initiation into OA.”
The Catholic church is ruled by Freemasons,
after a 200-year process. So in 2004 Pope John
Paul II called for a “New World order . . . based
on the goals of the United Nations . . . [It] was
set up on land donated by the Rockefellers as a
front for the elite’s Luciferian dictatorship
[based on Communism] and its leaders were
Communists.”
The Bill and Melinda Gate Foundation, with
help from Warren Buffett, is five times larger
than the next foundation (Ford’s). It is connected to the Lucis Trust, claimed to be aiding the
poor, yet promotes the NWO under the one religion of Maitreya, all food controlled, a universal tax and sterilization. Buffett said that he and
Gates modeled themselves after philanthropists
such as Rockefeller.
“In an explosive deathbed confession, a former head of the Satanist Alpha Lodge in Sydney, Australia, revealed the pervasive worldwide power of organized Satanism, which is
synonymous with the Illuminati.” A 15-page
report told of many well known people (as J.P.
Morgan, Ronald Reagan, Gerald Ford and the
Bushes) as Satanists with goal of destroying
70% of the world’s population by 2030.
Rockefellers always claim something good for
the gullible masses when taking an action,
while concealing the evil motive from them.
Zionism is part of the NWO yet so is (fake)
opposition to Zionism. Russian’s Putin seems
against the state of Israel, but Putin has ties with
the largest faction of Russian Jewry, the Chabad
Lubavitchers. Another in opposition is Ahmadinejad of Iran who was previously named
Saborjhian, a typical Jewish name. He is shown
giving the Masonic thumb and finger up sign.
Putin is a Royal Arch Freemason, a puppet.
MI6 planted a nuclear bomb to cause the
Dec. 26, 2004, Tsunami. “Indonesian Intelligences were duly warned and took action by
taking out large insurance claims.”
The book Dope, Inc. tells of the criminal
character of top bankers. “The bankers practice
the pagan cult of Isis which is at the heart of
Freemasonry, Theosophy and the Cabala.” The
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bankers’ social engineering branch is Tavistock
Institute. It had the Beatles become idols for
teenage girls, singing about drugs: Yellow Submarine (a downer); Lucy in the Sky with
Diamonds (LSD); Hey Jude (methadone);
Strawberry Fields (where opium is grown to
not be detected).
Porn film users do not see the brutality, the
crying and vomiting between scenes—the horrific treatment of women. Most porn stars take
drugs, especially while acting. Sexual diseases
escalate.
The DVD They Sold Their Soul for Rock and
Roll shows the music industry starting from
Rock and Roll onward, on how bands are evangelists for Satan and derive their power from
him. [Illuminati use rock music’s beat, frequency and lyrics for mind control, while much
country music has trigger words. Satan is
prince of the power of the air(ways; Eph 2:2).]
The Illuminati want the masses to become as
degenerate as them. Saturday Night Live featured
friends who slept with each other’s mother. My
Name Is Earl featured a similar dual sex situation, though the TV series is seen by children.
Many Jewish prayers are said in Yiddish, as
Bar Mitzvahs The young involved do not
understand what they say and actually invoke
demons in their rituals. Judaism is Lucifer worship. Jews draw people into the Old Testament,
but they do not obey it, substituting the Cabala.
Apology for the Jews (1650) was by a rabbi
who admitted much of the world’s suffering
was by the Jews as bankers.
Estonian writer Jyrl Lina discovered that
Cabalist-Masonic Jewish authors took credit
for Communism. She saw a 12-31-1919
Estonian newspaper report a Zionist document
found on the body of a Jewish Communist
Battalion Commander: “Sons of Israel! The
time of our final victory is near. We stand at the
beginning of our world dominion . . . We have
transformed Russia into an economic slave and
taken nearly all of its riches . . . We must eliminate their best and most talented individuals
. . . We must provoke class war and dissension
among the blind peasants and workers . . .
annihilate the cultural values the Christian
peoples have acquired . . . sons of Israel hold
the highest posts in the nation.”
[So the Illuminati gained rule over Russia,
their Communism taking over, part of world
domination as in China (through Rockefeller).]
Estimate of the total deaths is 150 million. Lina
claims many killed were women and children
classed as useless eaters in Communist eyes.
Another million died in 1954 when Communists tested an atomic bomb on Russians.
Former head of the Gestapo Heinrich
Mueller in 1948 told a CIA interrogator that the
influenza pandemic of 1918-19 was manmade.
It infected 20% of world population and killed
60-100 million, much more than WWI fighting.
“Mueller said the flu started as a US Army bacteriological warfare weapon that infected US
Army ranks at Camp Riley, Kansas, in March
1918 and spread around the world.” Since the
elite rule the world, it likely was released on
purpose. Why else make it? This ‘Spanish’ flu
killed mostly young adults, while natural
influenza targets those under 2 or over 70.
“At a 1944 Nazi bacteriological warfare conference in Berlin, General Walter Schreiber,
German Army Chief of the Medical Corps, told
Mueller that he had spent two months in the US
in 1927 conferring with his counterparts. They
told him that the so-called double blow virus
was developed and used during the 1914 war.”
Double meaning two viruses, one to knock out
the immune system while another gave the
actual pneumonia. [Edmond Rothschild owned
the mansion at Versailles where the WWI treaty
was signed, guaranteeing WWII.]
“[In] The New Dark Ages Conspiracy:
Britain’s Plot to Destroy Civilization (1980)
Carol White writes: The truth about Hitler is
that he was not only created by the British and
British-allied networks, but that the British
government led by Winston Churchill continued to use Hitler throughout the war. If this fact
was not clearly understood by the allied forces,
it was strongly suspected in Germany itself.”
The Illuminati making the best enemy
money can buy applies not only to Hitler but
Russia, and later to Osama and the Taliban,
both employed by the CIA. [And Saddam funded and supplied by the US to fight Iran, then to
be the fall guy to attack for Iraq’s oil, not 911.
Was Saddam found in hiding or was that a double? Researchers note that Saddam had excellent teeth and many look-alike doubles, while
the ‘Saddam’ captured had crooked teeth.]
The Illuminati started women’s liberation
and the gay movement, to destroy the family
unit. Children adopted by same-sex couples,
despite the media blitz, learn a false sense of
masculinity and femininity. Kids need both parents as role models.
Mr. Jan Young
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Plane Truth Part 5
N

azi General Hermann Goering (quoted
ahead in more detail) exposed the scam,
the dirty secret to get a nation’s citizens to hate
an enemy and go to war against him without
provocation. They could be manipulated by
‘public’ opinion, state-crafted lies, told by the
media to vilify a fake enemy. Coerced by top
leaders bent on profiting from war. Too many
trust the government and become willing
pawns, ridiculing fellow citizens as not patriotic. While the military industrial complex grows
more unwieldy as Ike warned.
Many citizens of a nation might believe their
government is good and would not lead them
astray while leaders of other nations might.
Britain led Western nations touting it was doing
other nations a favor in ruling them. But it acted
as dictator to its colonies, impoverished them as
India so its British East India Company would
prosper. It addicted millions of Chinese with
opium, forced it on them to create addicts. The
British fought opium war against China, won
and continues being drug lord elsewhere.
In America, opium clippers sought to
exploit the Chinese, too, for gain. US rich elite
also grew their addictive weed of tobacco, and
did not mind enslaving black people to harvest
it. Continued exploitation of people as the
native Americans, millions who died by hand
of US citizens, or survived and were put in
‘concentration’ camps or reservations. Despite
claimed progress later, the rich elite continue
tobacco addiction and making a living off of
illicit drugs inside America, so most corporations are addicted to drug money. And act like
addicts in that if this evil supply was stopped
they would have withdrawal pains, the economy suffering. While drug money is ‘laundered’ by supposed legitimate banks. Thanks
to US troops, Afghan opium is tops in the
world again after the Taliban banned it.

Greatest purveyor of violence—US
Martin Luther King said, “The greatest purveyor of violence in the world today—my own
government.” Why? “I knew that America
would never invest the necessary funds or energies in rehabilitation of its poor so long as adventures like Vietnam continued to draw men,
skills and money like some demonic, destructive suction tube.”
“We were taking the black young men who
had been crippled by our society [still suffering
2nd class citizen stigmatism, from slavery 100
years earlier] and sending them 8000 miles
away to guarantee liberties in Southeast Asia
they had not found in Georgia and East Harlem
. . . the cruel irony of watching Negro and white
boys on TV screens as they kill and die together for a nation that has been unable to seat them
together in the same schools. So we watch them
in brutal solidarity burning the huts of a poor
village, but we realize that they would hardly
live on the same block in Chicago.”
“This business of burning human beings
with napalm, of filling our nation’s homes with
orphans and widows, of injecting poisonous
drugs of hate into the veins of peoples normally humane, of sending men home from dark
and bloody battlefields physically handicapped
and psychologically deranged, cannot be reconciled with wisdom, justice, and love. A nation
that continues year after year to spend more
money on military defense than on programs of
social uplift is approaching spiritual death.”
History shows the US as a violence and
injustice instigator: Indians were massacred
and treaties broken to take their land. Mexico
was warred on to take its land to form southwest states. Black slaves captured and used
by the elite, then a century later freed, but
racism continued, treating them badly for
100 years (sat in back of bus, used separate
and worst restrooms, etc.). Even hunted
down and killed by the KKK. One of its
founders was the revered Mason Albert Pike
and has prominent statues in DC and Mason
temples. Chinese immigrants were wanted
for manual labor as railroad building, but
treated as dirt and persecuted when their job
was finished. US corporations had their way
in other nations by regime change to favor
them—by military intervention, economic
hit men or top leaders bribed. So the US
became the most hated nation, with 1000
military bases worldwide.

Debunking 9/11 Debunking
By David Ray Griffin (2007): He had accepted the Official Story and thought it was
due to blowback for corrupt US foreign policy.
But found in history the US military instigated
events to justify going to war against Mexico
and the Philippines. Daniel Ellsberg knows
what a US administration might do while
working for LBJ’s: “(Johnson) put destroyers
in harm’s way in the Tonkin Gulf . . . several
times . . . hoping that it would lead to a confrontation.”
Those who believe the Official Story tend to
ridicule others for their crazy conspiracy theories, yet Korey Rowe asks “That 19 hijackers
are going to completely bypass security and
crash four commercial airliners in a span of
two hours, with no interruption from the military forces, in the most heavily guarded airspace in the United States and the world? To
me this is a conspiracy theory.”
A fair debate means a debater addresses the
best evidence and reasons of the opposing side,
not ignore that and instead sling mud. Some OS
writers debunk the most irrational theories purposed so they can cast doubt on the entire 911
truth movement.
Who profited from 911? Thom Hartman said
“A lot of people (in the US) have profited from
911. You are seeing great fortunes made—
whether they are in the stock market, or selling
weapons, or just contractors—great fortunes
are being made.”
US citizens may find it hard to believe that
their government faked an attack with loss of
US lives. But more have died from fighting two
wars and suffering Gulf War Syndrome as a
result of the Bush administration that claimed
for various reasons, later found to be all lies, for
going to war. Such as Iraq had WMD and
Saddam was seeking uranium from Africa.
Some people reject the Official Story and opt
for the Incompetence Theory that many agencies as the FAA and NORAD all failed to do
their duty. But no one was fired or reprimanded
for incompetence on 911.
The OS claims without transponders off the
planes were lost from detection. Would invading Soviet pilots leave their transponders on as
a courtesy when attacking the US? “Hogwash.” Planes can be tracked with transponders
off, using radar and navaids to pinpoint their
locations. Equally absurd was the idea terrorists
hijacking commercial jets to crash buildings
was never thought of before, yet a war exercise
that very day was to simulate a crash on the
Pentagon, deemed a coincidence!
The FBI’s Most Wanted Terrorist list on its
website does not list bin Laden for 911. When
asked, an FBI spokesman said “because the
FBI has no hard evidence connecting bin Laden
to 9/11.” [Was bin Laden raided in Pakistan
2011, killed and his body sunk at sea? Bush
claimed it justice, but he was killed first then his
DNA tested. Since his body was sunk at sea, no
outsider could confirm the story.]
The editor of Fire Engineering magazine
called “the official investigation, blessed by
FEMA . . . a half-baked farce.” Normal procedure after a plane crash or building failure is for
all the parts to be placed in a warehouse and put
back together like a jigsaw puzzle. Removal of
evidence from the scene of a crime is a federal
offense. The info in 85 confiscated security
tapes was not revealed to the public, nor most
flight recorders.
The 9/11 Commission, instead of properly
dealing with certain key aspects, simply
ignored them. As WTC7 fell without being hit
by a jet and why; and that the British mainstream press claimed some of the hijackers
were still alive.
Neocons as Rumsfeld wanted to invade Iraq
and Afghanistan since the 1990s for their vast
resources. And hoped for a new Pearl Harbor
attack to incite the US public to action, in order
to plunder the area. A 1-31-2002 George Bush
memo was released later, discussing ways to
get a UN resolution passed to go to war: “The
US was thinking of flying U2 reconnaissance
aircraft with fighter cover over Iraq, painted in
UN colors. If Saddam fired on them, he would
be in breach.”
The Twin Towers fell in 56 and 102 minutes
after they were struck though they were
designed to withstand many plane crashes. The
jet fuel quickly burned up and the fires existing
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were small ones. Not enough time for either to
come down as a result of fire, and no high tower
has before that day or since, yet 3 supposedly
did on 911.
Head of Controlled Demolition Inc. Mark
Loizeaux helped clean up and said “by differentially controlling the velocity of failure in different parts of the structure, you can make it
walk, you can make it spin, you can make it
dance.” He noted that weeks after 911 there
was still molten metal, as did other cleanup
groups note a beam pulled up would have an
end dripping molten steel like a foundry. Also
they noted that beams were found cut into sections for easier hauling by truck as in a normal
demolition so not to exceed its capacity! The
steel had a melting point of 2800º F, and why
steel grills do not melt from ordinary fires.
Most everything from desks to carpeting was
pulverized into fine powder. The dust caused
health problems and was found to contain trillions of microscopic shards of glass.
In March 2005 Popular Mechanics magazine ran an article upholding the Official Story
claiming 100 years of expertise, but its long
time editor staff was dismissed in the preceding
months, replaced with those who favored the
Bushes. The 21-year editor-in-chief got just 90
minutes to clear out his office.
Many find it hard to believe the US government would knowingly cause thousands of US
citizens to die in order to fill a political agenda
(and to profit). But the Bush administration told
people in NY City that the air is safe to breathe
resulting in sickness and death of many by
asbestos. A volunteer’s shirt stored in a plastic
bag after 911 was tested and had “93,000 times
higher than the average typically found in the
environment in US cities.” An attorney in a
class-action suit for first responders claims 80 of
his clients died from breathing the air, and more
will die than were killed by the 911 attacks
directly. Since the EPA said no protective gear
was needed for breathing, most workers did not
wear it. Normally asbestos cancer takes at least
10 years to develop. The Bush administration
was accused by over a thousand scientists
including 52 Nobel Laureates of distorting scientific analysis to achieve political ends.
Normal procedure is for the FAA to notify the
military when a plane goes off course, loses
transponder signal or radio contact. NORAD’s
jet scrambles are on alert always, warmed by
heaters, in open end hangars near end of runways
with flight crew close and can climb onboard
within a moment’s notice. Yet none on 911 intercepted any of the 4 flights or came close. The jets
could watch from high above and be ready to
shoot it down if necessary. The fighter pilot can
do this on his own if he thinks the plane is headed for a populated area or nuclear plant.
Could explosive devices be installed in 3
towers prior to 911? There were times before
911 when floors were shut off for security.
President Bush’s cousin Wirt Walker III was
head of security at WTC 1993-2002 and
George’s brother Marvin was one of its directors. Two coincidences?
While firefighters are under a gag order,
many have spoken out. Auxiliary Lieutenant
Fireman Paul Isaac said “Many other firemen
know there were bombs in the buildings, but
they’re afraid for their jobs to admit it because
the higher-ups forbid discussion of the fact.”
North Tower employee Teresa Veliz noted
while walking downstairs “There were explosions going off everywhere. I was convinced
that there were bombs planted all over the
place and someone was sitting at a control
panel pushing detonator buttons.” Engineer
Mike Pecoraro saw explosions going off in the
basement levels.
The Pentagon was struck on the only part just
reinforced. That was nice of hijackers to cause
the least damage. Like the Twin Towers falling
in their footprints instead of causing maximum
destruction, toppling other buildings.
Resulted in a war against Islam with
Moslems considered guilty until proven innocent. Many note the hypocrisy of the US having
nuclear weapons yet disallows other nations
from having them.
[Did Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld spill the
beans? He claimed a missile hit the Pentagon,
and Flight 93 was shot down (debris was over
8 miles). The day before 911 he announced that
the Defense Dept. had lost $2.3 trillion. Yet no
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one did anything about it! Criminal minds conspired for the greatest heist! And the part of the
Pentagon hit destroyed audit data about it, and
some of the auditors!]
Pilots for 911 truth DVDs
The website pilotsfor911truth.org has videos:
Many witnesses and a flight data recorder (black
box) confirm that the Pentagon airliner was on
the Navy Annex side of the street. Hanjour was
the best alleged pilot but could not speak
English enough to take the required pilot tests,
and had trouble flying a single-engine Cessna.
Using flight simulators, experienced pilots
with many thousands of hours flight time had
trouble hitting either of the Twin Towers, going
as fast as the planes were supposed to be going.
Since at high speeds a plane loses control when
parts shake.
The 9/11 Commissioners Thomas Keane and
Lee Hamilton admitted the Commission operated largely based on political considerations.
That the CIA obstructed our investigation. That
military officials misrepresented the facts and
the Commission considered recommending
criminal charges for their false statements.
Hamilton said the Commission was set up to fail
(under funded and goal was to blame no one).
Phantom Flight 93 (2011)
By Victor Thorn and Lisa Guliani: None of
the alleged hijackers could be verified as being
on any of the flights. While a security video
shows one alleged hijacker at one of the airports, this does not mean he was actually on the
flight since people will sometimes see off a relative, yet not board the flight.
Much of the 9000 gallons of fuel for a long
flight should have left burn evidence, yet the
Shanksville ‘crash’ site had none. Flight 93 was
a Boeing 757 weighing 127 tons and had a 124foot wingspan. As at the Pentagon, no seats,
luggage or human parts were found, yet plane
crashes normally show much debris.
Shanksville mayor Ernie Stull was asked
about the plane crash wreckage, but he said
There was no plane and later No, nothing. Only
this hole. The Washington Post reported that it
looked like someone dug a ten-foot hole with a
scrap truck and dumped trash into it. The few
plane parts found had no serial numbers for
identification. Other witnesses interviewed at
Shanksville said: If you didn’t know a plane
crashed here, you wouldn’t have guessed it.
The area was quickly cordoned off after
these witnesses saw it. Officials claim the plane
liquefied and hit in soft dirt so there was not
much wreckage above ground. Though they
also claim to have identified everyone on
board’s DNA or fingerprints. Similar to the
Pentagon, the jet supposedly vaporized when it
hit the wall leaving little debris but their DNA
was claimed verified.
For over 50 minutes Flight 93 was flying
around without any jet intercepts though 3 jets
had already crashed into buildings? Over 1000
times after the WTC was built, there were
planes that strayed into the restricted area, and
jet intercepts were made, but on 911 no intercepts of 4 planes?!
The Northwoods document described flying
an airliner by remote control and crashing it to
blame Cuban terrorists, or creating terror in US
cities and making it seem that Cubans did it.
The 1995 Murrah Federal Building explosion
was not by one lone nut Timothy McVeigh with
bombs on the outside, but state-sponsored terrorism. “Many of the explosives inside the
building didn’t detonate, so they had a disaster
on their hands when bomb squads were filmed
by local TV cameramen carrying these unexploded devices out of the building.” Oops!
Similar to the Israeli attack on the USS
Liberty to blame Egyptians, when the ship didn’t sink. And the culprits goofed in JFK’s assassination, so Arlen Specter had to imagine a
Magic Bullet that did absurd things. Several
key factors were botched.
On 911 it might have been a perfect crime
except: Flight 93 was delayed 41 minutes, leading to a domino effect. Delaying Flight 77 that
was supposed to hit the Pentagon sooner so
they would have an excuse for no jet intercepts.
Only small fires at the Twin Towers meant their
demolition was delayed, which delayed WTC7
from implosion, since it was to go down with
the Twin Towers so would hardly be noticed
falling though it was not hit by a jet. WTC7 had
a $15 million emergency bunker as command
center to control events close by. Everyone was
warned to clear the building because it was
going to fall though it had only small fires.
Technicians had to go back into the building
since it did not implode the first time.
Later, Flight 77 was claimed not vaporized,
instead that parts were gathered and stored at a
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warehouse. To end controversy, the confiscated
videotapes around the Pentagon and the warehouse wreckage could be open to the public if
the government is innocent.
Flaming debris did fall out of the sky at
Indian Lake 5-8 miles from Shanksville. Residents saw a jetliner at low altitude wobbling and
then came apart. The FBI and police cordoned
off the area and told residents to bring any debris
to them. It appears the Shanksville hole (done by
a missile?) was a diversion for shooting down
Flight 93 which actually fell around Indian
Lake. A witness said she heard from her husband
over the phone, who was working at the Air
Force base and was too busy to talk then, because they (the AF) had shot down a plane.
Why were there only 37 paying customers
and 289 seats?! Why a 91-minute stand-down of
no jet intercepts?
The local Somerset coroner Wally Miller was
a key man to talk to, but he says nothing except
to see the FBI. Key people as Todd Beamer and
Mark Bingham are not listed as being dead
many years later, as on Social Security lists.
Todd Beamer’s father was linked with a no-bid
contract with the Pentagon for reconstruction of
the same part hit on 911. Another coincidence?
[According to witnesses interviewed, Flight
77 did not hit the Pentagon. It appeared on the
other side of the street than the Official Story. It
apparently cleared the Pentagon roof and likely
landed at the nearby Reagan National airport.
While a cruise missile struck below it (at a different angle), so most assumed the jet crashed
into it. But the hardly spoiled Pentagon lawn
was evidence that no plane crashed there. Some
witnesses saw a low flying drone without a
cockpit (remotely controlled). If jets could cause
penetration of reinforced bunkers (as 9 feet of
reinforced concrete at the Pentagon), there
would be no need of bunker-busting missiles to
do that! And surely aluminum jets cannot.]
9/11: Made in Israel (2001)
Another Victor Thorn book: Former Israeli
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon proclaimed, “We,
the Jewish people, control America and the
Americans know it.”
A cover-up this great indicates control over
the media, Congress and the president. Only
Israel and its Zionist supporters could achieve
such an exploit, had the power and motive to
commit such a dastardly crime. Who benefited
from the attacks? The nation of Israel benefited
the most. The US suffered and lost much economically waging two wars. Certainly Afghanistan and Iraq suffered the most with terrorism
daily, destruction of utilities and many more
lives lost than about 3000 people at WTC.
“As Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu so arrogantly boasted before an audience at
Bar-Ilan University in Israel We are benefiting
from one thing, and that is the attack on the Twin
Towers and Pentagon. As any criminologist will
tell you, the most likely suspect in any crime is
the person or entity that benefited from the
crime. Considering the fact that the rogue state of
Israel has a prior criminal record of perpetrating
just such a crime—the June 8, 1967 attack on the
USS Liberty—the verdict in this case is clear and
unmistakable: 9-11 was made in Israel.”
The largest US embassy in the world is in Iraq
now. Iraq’s oil is fed to Israel by pipelines now.
[Some people speaking out against the
Official Story have fatal ‘accidents’ or ‘suicides’ to show threat against anyone else speaking out. President of Italy Francesco Cossiga
announced that the 911 attacks were known by
the world’s intelligence agencies to be a hoax
perpetrated by the CIA and the Israeli Mossad.
Former CIA agent Susan Lindauer agrees, and
was suppressed and imprisoned one year without trial for telling. At least 25 ex-CIA men
offer Congress their services for a new 911
investigation.]
Steve Jackson’s game (1995)
As described by Texe Marrs, see online:
Illuminati–New World Order game succeeded
though Secret Service men confiscated his
equipment in 1990, and he almost went broke.
He won the case against him and the game
became a bestseller. He somehow knew of
planned events in some of the 100 cards:

Rewriting History—Illuminati plan of buying
textbook-writing companies about 1910 to hide
their acts and dumb-down the publicly schooled
masses.
Terrorist Nuke—Shows the Twin Towers and
one blown up. The Illuminati symbol of pyramid
and All-Seeing-Eye appears on an adjacent
building to show they instigated it.
Pentagon—Shown on fire in the center court,
while the rest seems all right. In reality, one side
was punctured, but other parts remained intact
and functional. These two last cards depict 911
events and the next.
Population Control—The Empire State
Building is shown as the tallest building with
smoke of the Twin Towers behind shaped into a
skull.
“During the filming of the actual fire pouring
forth from the Twin Towers, several cameras
caught what seemed to be a demon face in the
smoke . . . two former Satanists called me within a couple of hours after those pictures were
released, to tell me that those faces looked exactly like demons they had seen during a ritual
when demons physically manifest themselves
. . . Cisco Wheeler further said that some of the
most powerful demons in Satan’s kingdom were
known as Fire Demons; it was to these demons
that the ancient peoples—including Jews—sacrificed their children to Molech . . . the attack
was a Fire Ritual Sacrifice carried out by the
Illuminati.”
Center for Disease Control—This card says
“As its action, the CDC can supply Relief to one
Devastated location . . . If the CDC makes a
direct attack to destroy a Place, it can use biological warfare and get a plus 15 to its attack.”
The CDC is suppose to aid relief, but this card
claims it can start a biological attack (like the
anthrax one after 911 was from a US lab?). Of
course, blamed on a terrorist group. “Remember
when 11 of the world’s top scientists in the field
of DNA and in fighting infectious diseases started dropping dead?”
Epidemic—With Quarantine below the title.
Is this disease CDC-caused? A quick virus
attack is easily warded off, so slow acting ones
are desired. “[There is] planned use of infectious disease to dramatically reduce global population and the historical fact that vaccinations
have already been used to kill tens of millions of
people.”
“The ultimate goal of the Illuminati in the
1960s was to pay and encourage the counter-culture hippie movement . . . [so] one day the entire
establishment structure would be overthrown.
Hippie Abby Hoffman exclaimed about the
Rockefellers who were funding him ‘The establishment is buying a revolution!’ ”
Weather Cards—Two are related to controlling the weather or weather warfare. The 11-1397 Wall Street Journal reported on how Malaysia planned to get rid of its smog by a Russian
company creating cyclones to clean the air.
Ordering a cyclone said matter-of-factly like
buying a common store item. “The United Nations even passed an international law forbidding nations from using such weapons against
each other. However, the treaty does not forbid
leaders of a nation from using this technology
against their own citizens!”
US DU = dirty atomic bombs
The following is gleaned from several articles
(more about the greatest purveyor of violence):
After 911 the Bush administration sowed
dread claiming cheap, dirty bombs might be detonated in US cities, made from common explosives and radioactive waste. But the original idea
came from the US Manhattan Project to develop
nuclear WMD. Instead of using a nuclear bomb,
nuclear waste could be dropped on Japanese
cities. But this idea was abandoned since whole
cities would be obliterated for eons to come,
uninhabitable. Yet this has begun in Iraq and
Afghanistan from Depleted Uranium from US
weapons used there. Admitted to be 300 tons,
though likely 3 times that amount, and used
before in Yugoslavia (where UN Peacekeepers
developed radiation-related illnesses). And
recently US air strikes on Libya freed them from
Gaddafi but radiated them!
DU is illegal under international law and by
even US military law, so the US is the greatest
criminal threat to the world. “Described as the
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Trojan Horse of nuclear war, DU is the weapon
that keeps killing. The half-life of Uranium-238
is 4.5 billion years.” Radiation spreads to other
nations over time. Just as the radioactive equivalent of 40,000 Hiroshima bombs used in US
atomic bomb tests spread in the US where cancers spiked, and later to the rest of the world. In
2002 the US government admitted every person
living in the US 1957-1963 was contaminated
with radiation.
Cancers soared after the US invaded Afghanistan and Iraq, so much that their citizens
quit asking their doctor if their baby was a boy
or girl, and instead asked if it was normal. And
not born with grotesque shapes or internal parts
outside.
DU was first given to Israel under US supervision in the 1973 Sinai war against Arabs.
Later, the US sold DU weapon systems to 29
other nations—spreading more evil for profit.
Britain had similar thoughts before. Winston
Churchill commented on using poison gas
against Iraqis after WWI: “I am strongly in favor
of using poisoned gas against uncivilized tribes.
The moral effect should be good . . . and it would
spread a lively terror.”
Two doctors who studied DU effects were
deliberately suppressed from telling. One
claimed “The (US) Veterans Administration
asked me to lie about the risks of incorporating
DU in the human body.”
Radioactivity has spread from Iraq to Israel
causing big increases in breast cancer, leukemia
and childhood diabetes there. More info can be
found in the book Metal of Dishonor-Depleted
Uranium: How the Pentagon Radiates Soldiers
& Civilians with DU Weapons.
Afghanistan citizen Jooma Khan in 2003 said
“After the Americans destroyed our village and
killed many of us, we . . . have nothing to eat.
However, we would have endured these miseries and even accepted them, if the Americans
had not sentenced us all to death. When I saw
my deformed grandson, I realized that my
hopes of the future have vanished for good, different from the hopelessness of the Russian barbarism [when] I lost my older son . . . we are
part of the invisible genocide brought on us by
America, a silent death from which I know we
will not escape.”
US troops got rectal cancer from sitting on
containers with DU weapons inside. DU is used
in bullets and missiles to penetrate armor, and to
strengthen armor of vehicles.
“In a US Government study on post-Gulf War
babies born to 251 veterans, 67% of the babies
had serious illnesses or birth defects. They were
born without eyes, ears, had missing organs,
fused fingers, thyroid or other malfunctions.
Depleted Uranium in the semen of the soldiers
internally contaminated their wives.”
US pilots bombed and strafed with DU
weapons fleeing Iraqi soldiers who surrendered.
One pilot said “We hit the jackpot . . . a turkey
shoot . . . shooting fish in a barrel . . . basically
just sitting ducks . . . There’s just nothing like it.
It’s the biggest Fourth of July show you’ve ever
seen, to see those tanks just boom, and more
stuff just keeps spewing out of them . . . they just
become white hot. It’s wonderful. (LA Times and
Washington Post, both 2-27-1991)”
Afghan underground water is radiation contaminated, showing up in urine samples. People
exhibit radiation poisoning: suffer vomiting,
breathing problems, internal bleeding and death.
US foreign policy is dictated by corporations.
“The Western Regional Inspector for the Department of Energy told me The Pentagon exists
for the oil companies . . . and the nuclear weapons labs exist for the Pentagon.” Henry Kissinger would concur stating “Military men are
just dumb, stupid animals to be used as pawns in
foreign policy.”
By their effects, DU weapons were used in
the 911 attacks. A missile with DU warhead
must have hit the Pentagon, to puncture the
newly reinforced wall and form a small 16-foot
hole. A radiation expert tested radiation level 12
miles from the Pentagon finding ten times normal. “Top officials have since slipped up and
admitted it was a missile.” Both Twin Towers
when struck had a bright white impact, a trait of
a uranium penetrator, able to penetrate steel
columns.
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Where Did the Towers Go? (2010)
Book and website by Judy Wood, professor
very suited to analyze structural failure on 911:
Most of WTC1 & 2 seemed to not fall but just
disintegrate before reaching the ground, into
massive dust clouds. No way can jet crashes
cause such voluminous pulverization. Even controlled demolition alone does not make that
much dust.
A classified free-energy weapon would
explain this, plus why the debris was hauled off
so quickly—because there was little to haul. Of
all the file cabinets in the buildings, only one
was found, barely recognizable.
The towers almost ‘collapsed’ as fast as free
fall speed, for a 110 story building that is 10 seconds. You can clap your hands faster than one a
second, but not 100 times in 10 seconds, that’s
how fast each story had to give way as if it did
not exist. The Official Story claims each floor
pancaked into the next, but that would take
about 100 seconds. The debris did not look like
it was pancaked at all, and should have left
debris 1/8 high or 14 stories, but was only 2% or
2 stories high.
She presents much evidence in photos and
videos she used in suing in court. There were
strange fires, burning metal but leaving much
paper unburned. Toasted cars up to half mile
away from the WTC showed metal destroyed
while other material as plastic was unharmed.
What debris did fall to the ground hardly hurt
the Bathtub, a foundation ‘ring’ sunk in bedrock,
7 stories that part of which hold back waters of
the Hudson river. With slight repair it was
reusable, though each tower weighed 500,000
tons while intact. The seismic impact of each
tower hitting the ground was about the same as
the Seattle Kingdome’s controlled demolition,
despite it being more than 30 times less in
weight than each tower.
There were many jumpers, people ‘raining’
down. While gruesome to think about at first,
Woods promised she would let these people
‘speak’ to her, to tell her by their evidence why
they seemed to jump. They all appeared
launched away from the buildings, not hitting
the sides, as if a force was pushing them away.
Strange bending, thinning or rapid aging into
rust found in the debris show similar evidence as
that of the Tesla-Hutchinson effect. It can make
objects levitate, and dissimilar materials fuse, as
wood in metal.
She also brings up major Hurricane Eren that
was hardly reported, traveling toward NY City
but veered away abruptly on 911, before it resumed a more natural course out to sea. Was it
part of the events that day? It was close enough
to cause a little rain and thunder at the 3 nearby
airports. Could it have powered an energy weapon as a Tesla coil?
She appears right by the evidence, but discounts evidence of controlled demolition, as the
many eye witness accounts of synchronized
explosions, one layer after another, for at least
some levels. While the main destruction seems
to be from an exotic weapon turning material
into dust, at least some was due to bombs going
off, pre-planted. Not just bottled gas containers
exploding, as she claims. Seeing that a full scale
test of such a weapon on a skyscraper would
draw attention beforehand, some planted demolition explosives would provide some damage
and loss of life at least.
Goering on false flag ops
Regarding the idea of false flag ops (as
Reichstag fire to blame Poland; allowing the
Lusitania to be sunk to get the US into WWI, the
Pearl Harbor attack for WWII, and 911): Nazi
general Goering said “Common people don’t
want war; neither in Russia, nor in England, nor
in America, nor in Germany . . . it is the leaders
of the country who determine policy . . . All you
have to do is to tell them they are being attacked,
denounce the pacifists for lack of patriotism and
exposing the country to danger. It works the
same in any country.” The US enacted the Patriot
Act after 911 to reduce freedom and allow martial law in any emergency. Freedom of Americans is restricted, as body scans at airports.
In the wake of the 911 attacks, laws were
passed to allow the government to monitor religions and probe churches without suspicion.
Anyone considered a terrorist can be treated as a
war combatant using torture techniques. The US
has become the most hated nation for regime
change, and the Bush administration promised
the world endless war. Against as many as 60
nations it warned of possible pre-emptive war
[war of aggression as the Nazis!]. And claimed
the right of using nuclear weapons [WMD it is
supposedly fighting against!].
—Mr. Jan Young
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Where Is the...

True Church today?
Jesus Christ said, “I will build My Church.” He did not say “Churches,”
denominations, “sects.” He said the gates of hell would not prevail
against that Church. Somewhere that original true Church exists today.
But WHERE? WHICH? . . .” (WHERE Is the True Church booklet, Mr.
Herbert W. Armstrong).

‘...For this reason MANY are weak and sick
among you, and MANY sleep!’ (I Corinthians 11:30).
Dear Brethren,
od’s True Passover with its Vital
Symbols is at hand! Are YOU prepared
to partake of each SYMBOL with the full
understanding of it? Truth is—most aren’t—as
to why, they will be partaking of a Passover
DESIGNED by Satan the devil! Unless this is corrected, Scripture makes known this will lead
them into the Great Tribulation! It is that
deadly serious!
It should be realized by everyone the
Great Tribulation is at hand! And with it
will be the demise of America, Britain, and
other nations of Israel brought about by the
fully revived Roman Empire. This will also be
the time of the martyrdom of saints (Revelation 6:9-11)! Shortly before this occurs
God’s true and faithful ELECT will be in the
Place of Safety—protected from the TERRIFYING
WARFARE AND SLAUGHTER then taking place.
To be counted worthy of God’s protective
blessing, this should seriously be considered in
view of this coming Passover and Its Vital
Symbolism! By partaking of the Passover with a right Spirit, recognition, and
acceptance of the true meaning of the
SYMBOLS could make the difference between
healing in this life, deliverance from an early
death—and even the Great Tribulation!
The greatest EMPHASIS must be placed on the
Passover for it is the most vital and important service of all God’s commanded assemblies for it symbolizes the horrible beating and
crucifixion to death Jesus Christ voluntarily
paid for all of humanity.

G

The Passover Symbols
The BREAD: “The Lord Jesus on the
same night in which He was betrayed
took BREAD. And when He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, ‘Take, eat;
this is My body which is BROKEN for you;
do this in REMEMBRANCE of Me’ ” (I
Corinthians 11:23-24).
The WINE: The shedding of the BLOOD of
Jesus Christ is to make payment for our iniquities and is symbolized by the WINE that each
member is commanded to drink during the
Passover service:
“In the same manner He also took the
cup (of Wine) after (the traditional) supper, saying, ‘This cup in the New Covenant in My BLOOD. This do, as often as
you drink it, in REMEMBRANCE of Me’ ” (I
Corinthians 11:25).
The symbol of the WINE is understood and
taught by all of the approximate 700 Corporate
Churches of God—split-offs—from the former
parent Corporate Worldwide Church of God.
However, a major problem is found with the
BREAD!
The doctrinal teaching of the United
Church of God, the Church of God, WA, the
Church of God, IC (David Hulme), and possibly others teach there is no such thing as
Physical Sin—sin is sin—so it was said to me
by Dr. Donald Ward—each one following the
change in teaching from Mr. Armstrong to this
one by the deceased apostate pastor general!
SERIOUS LIFE AND DEATH QUESTIONS: (1) If
sin is sin—as being one and the same—why partake of the morsel of bread during the Passover
service, what does its symbolism mean? (2) Why
did Jesus Christ make a distinction between the
bread and the wine—partaking of one first, then

to be followed by the other? (3) If sin is sin—all
inclusive—why not partake of both at the same
time without an interval of time between them?
(4) Since they, doctrinally, say “sin is sin,”
no distinction between committing the sin of
murder, adultery, etc., and the sin of dying with
some disease, etc., why not give each member
the bread and wine at the same time—first take
the bread into the mouth and then mix it with
the wine and swallow both together?
To teach there is no such thing as physical
sin is not logical, nor does it even make sense!
Pure and simple, this is straight from Satan the
devil for it takes one away from the intimacy
of a close relationship with God and Jesus
Christ and into the darkness of his camp! This
is NOT what the Holy Bible teaches; nor is it
what God’s late apostle taught and practiced
with each Passover service all through the
years of his ministry.
Sadly, these leaders have rejected God’s
apostle and the teaching Jesus Christ restored
through him within His Church—including
the true Passover service! Satan the devil
led the apostate pastor general away from the
true one to one of his satanic devising and the
ministry fell for it.
Unless this is corrected with godly sorrow
and repentance, the Holy Bible makes very
plain the Great Tribulation will give all those
who continue following blindly the apostate
leadership within these churches reason for
real sorrow and anguish before death mercifully ends it.
Holy Scripture teaches there
is a definite distinction between
the two and is DISCERNED by the
WISDOM of the true members
(Daniel 12:10; Isaiah 33:6). In
contrast, Jesus Christ made
known through the Apostle Paul
the deadly consequences of
those who do NOT understand
the difference and partake of the
wrong one:
“For he who eats and
drinks in an UNWORTHY MATTER (not discerning the WORTH
OF EACH SYMBOL) EATS AND DRINKS
JUDGMENT to himself NOT DISCERNING the Lord’s BODY. For
THIS REASON MANY ARE WEAK
AND SICK among you, and
MANY SLEEP (have died, I Corinthians

11:30-31).
“Not discerning the Lord’s body!”
Holy Scripture reveals the explanation of the
DISCERNING of the Lord’s Body:
“Surely He has borne our sicknesses
and carried our pains . . . but he was
pierced through for our transgressions
(spear, nails) He was bruised (crushed) for
our iniquities; the chastisement (beating)
for our peace (welfare, health) was upon
Him and BY (or, because of) HIS STRIPES (blows
that cut in) we are healed” (Isaiah 53:4-5).
Matthew 8:16-17: When evening had
come, they brought to him many who
were demon-possessed. And He cast out
the spirits with a word, and HEALED all
who were sick, that it might be FULFILLED
which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet,
saying, “He Himself TOOK our infirmities
and BORE our sicknesses.”
Psalm 103:2: “Bless the LORD O my

soul, and forget NOT all His benefits: who
FORGIVES all your iniquities and HEALS all
your diseases.”
Notice the distinction, or separation,
Scripture makes between the TWO SINS,
Spiritual and Physical, in the above
Scriptures!

Examples of Forgiveness
for Physical Sins
Matthew 9:1-7: Then behold, they
brought to Him a paralytic lying on a
bed. When Jesus saw their FAITH, He said
to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer;
your SINS are forgiven you . . . For which
is it easier to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven
you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? . . .”
John 5:5-14: Now a certain man was
there who had an infirmity thirty-eight
years . . . Jesus said to him, “Rise, take
up your bed and walk” . . . Afterward
Jesus found him in the Temple, and said
to him, “See, you have been made well,
SIN NO MORE.”

The Instructions of Jesus
Christ to the Sick
James 5:14: “Is anyone among you
sick? Let him call for the elders of the
Church, and let them PRAY over him,
anointing him with oil and the PRAYER OF
FAITH will save the sick and the Lord will
raise him up. And IF he has committed
sins (of himself), he
will be forgiven.”
A foolish question:
Are we to be anointed
with oil for lying, coveting, dishonoring a parent, etc.? This is egregiously being asked
in view of those who
teach this ERRONEOUS
T E A C H I N G —no such
thing as physical sin!
Ridiculous!
To couple the BREAD
with the WINE—‘sin is
sin’—is taking away
the real SUBSTANCE of
faith one can have
in seeking his or
her healing by partaking of the bread
with its true SYMBOLIC Scriptural meaning! For it is directly associated with
the horrible beating Jesus Christ suffered for humanity for payment of
physical sin.
How can an elder pray the believing prayer
of faith if he does not believe what the MORSEL
OF BREAD symbolizes—physical sin! He cannot, for he is DENYING the power of it! (II
Timothy 3:5). Health penalties are experienced from the sins we either inherit from our
forefathers (Exodus 20:5), or primarily
through wrong eating habits; serious health
problems, such as: heart disease, strokes, diabetes, cancer, etc. Hospitals are filled with the

sick! Scripture bears meaning to this:
Exodus 23:25: “So you shall SERVE the
LORD your God (obedience to His laws), and
He will BLESS your bread and water. And
I will take SICKNESS away from you.”
Exodus 15:23-27: For I am the LORD
(JHVH-ROPHE’EKA, God Healer) who heals
you.” Jesus Christ the Great Physician,
God Healer.
In contrast, to the doctrinal teaching that
there is NO SUCH THING AS PHYSICAL SIN!,
God’s late apostle and His promised Elijah of
the end-time, Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong,
wrote the following:
The Plain Truth About Healing, 1979
Publication, Page 47: “. . . To say there is
no such thing as Physical Sin, as has
been said by self-professing intellectuals, is not intellectual—it is rank STUPIDITY, IGNORANCE OR WILLFUL PERVERSION OF
PLAIN SIMPLE TRUTH!”
During the last year of his life, Mr. Armstrong wrote briefly about this subject:
Mystery of the Ages, Pages 211-213,
Mr. Armstrong, ‘Jesus Beaten for Our
Healing’:
“. . . This indescribable scourging was
endured that believers might be healed
from physical transgression [physical sin]
sicknesses or disease (Isaiah 53:5; I Peter
2:24). What a terrible price our own very
Maker paid that we might, by believing,
be healed. Yet nearly all professing
believers totally ignore what their Savior
provided for them, and instead of relying
on Him, put their faith in human doctors,
drugs, medicines and knives.”
NOTE: Physical transgressions of God’s natural laws have a physical penalty we pay—that
is termed physical sin. By not understanding,
DISCERNING, the body of Jesus Christ that was
beaten to pay the penalty for us can either
bring SICKNESS OR AN EARLY DEATH according to
the writing of the apostle Paul (I Corinthians
11:29-30).

A Caring and Loving Question
Will YOU continue to refuse the acceptance and belief of the True Meaning of the
Symbolism of the BREAD that removes the
penalty of Physical Sin? Please know
unless YOU change with repentance,
Scripture makes known you will suffer the
horrors of the Great Tribulation that is virtually on top of us! WHY? Because of CHOOSING to accept the teachings of SATAN THE
DEVIL through an apostate pastor general
over and above Jesus Christ through His
apostle and end-time Elijah? (II Corinthians 11:3, 13-14; Colossians 2:6-8; Daniel
12:10; Isaiah 33:6.)
“. . . For this reason MANY are Weak
and Sick among you, and MANY sleep!
. . .” (I Corinthians 11:30).
The decision is yours to make; no one else
can do it for you or me (I Corinthians 11:31).
Your caring friend and servant in Christ
Jesus our Lord and Savior, —Don Billingsley

The quotes above are intended for educational purposes only. Entire contents © 2012 The Church of God. All Rights
Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication
belong to the respective owners thereof, and no claim of ownership therein is made by The Church of God.
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The Ezekiel WATCHMAN
God’s Warning Message

“. . . The end has come it has DAWNED for you; Behold it has come! . . . a day of trouble
is near; . . . Now upon you, I will soon pour out My fury . . . So you, son of man: I have made
you A WATCHMAN for the house of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth
and WARN them for Me” (Ezekiel 7:6-8; 33:7).

“The end has come; it has DAWNED for
you; behold, it has come!” (Ezekiel 7:6).
“Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet
before the coming of the great and dreadful
Day of the Lord” (Malachi 4:5).
By Alton B. (Don) Billingsley,
Church of God, Faithful Flock
he late Dr. Herman L. Hoeh has been quoted
as saying sometime before his death that
prophecies over time come to pass very slowly, but at the end-time they will quickly come
to pass. His words are being seen borne out
in Scripture.
There are three other areas of importance that give
cause to the rapid fulfillment of end-time prophecies:
1) The fast-moving advances of technology in all
areas—a computerized age.
2) Keeping pace is the rejection of God and His
holy and righteous laws.
3) Alongside is the rapid increase of SIN in all areas
that knows no boundaries.
Due to the downward slide of this country and the
world into the morass of even
greater abominable sins, though
the world does not grasp why, the
witness of recent end-time prophecies has been seen coming to
pass with little time in between
record-breaking disasters.
In this manner Jesus Christ is
dealing with the house of Joseph,
America and Britain, and the
other tribes of Israel, due to
their rejection of Him and His
holy and righteous laws; He will
later deal with the nations of
this world.
Through His prophet Ezekiel, God further says: “Disaster
will come upon Disaster!
. . .” (Ezekiel 7:25).
In very recent years these
Warning Words of the Lord
God have been witnessed coming to pass that led to the RECORD-BREAKING TURBULENT YEAR OF 2011, one that people are hoping will not
be repeated in 2012. While experiencing and witnessing the fallout from these disasters, and for other reasons, the thinking people among society are very concerned as to how much time they may have left to live.
Because of His great love for His people, Jesus Christ
may continue giving some time in between the disasters
this year to give people more time to reflect and make
corrections in their lives. However from what is being
seen in the news there is not much hope. Aside from
the fury of nature, there are other potential bad problems within this country, politically, economically, and
otherwise, that could be very sobering and frightening!
At what point was the change recognized for
the worse in America?

T

“The End Has Dawned For America”
September 11, 2001, marked a new beginning for
this country! In just one portion of a day, Jesus Christ

allowed terrorists to strike the MAJOR NERVE
CENTERS of this country by the plane-bombing of
the WORLD TRADE CENTER in New York City, and
the PENTAGON—the major defense center in
Washington, D.C.!
Just short of its destination, Jesus Christ prevented
other terrorists from plane-bombing the White
House by enabling passengers on the third plane to
overpower the terrorists. Tragically, almost THREE
THOUSAND PEOPLE lost their lives that day from
those attacks!
Afterwards a large banner headline appeared in a
major publication: “AMERICA CHANGED FOREVER!”
Based on what has been witnessed since, there is
no question but this one tragic event was to mark the
beginning of even greater disasters to follow disasters! Looking back, this can clearly be seen.
Jesus Christ permitted this terrible disaster and the
ones since to serve as A WARNING to the leadership in
this country with the hope of their leading the way to
repentance for the citizenry before He brings the
worst of all disasters to strike this country!
Since there has been some
time in between the major disasters by the terrorists and the
fury of nature, the leadership is
not really grasping there is
something more involved than
just nature itself.
Scripture makes known the
answer: It is the involvement
of God! His anger is red-hot
against His people:
“Thus says the LORD
God: ‘Pound your fists and
stamp your feet, and say,
“Alas, for all the evil abominations of the house
of Israel! For they shall fall by the sword (warfare), by famine, and by the pestilence!” ’ ”
God desires repentance, for He takes no pleasure
in the death of anyone:
Through His prophet, God says to the leadership:
“Say to them: ‘As I live,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘I
have NO pleasure in the death of the wicked,
BUT that the wicked TURN from his way and live.
Turn, turn from your evil ways! For why should
you die, O house of Israel?’ ” (Ezekiel 33:11).
The Weather Is the Major Factor
Though other major factors are at work in bringing
down this country, the weather is the primary one!
For the most part it has been the determining factor
for the winning or losing of battles in warfare. The
generals recognized this in World War II, for its
favorable conditions enabled America and Britain to
win that war. This coming time it will be against
America and Britain!
The prophesied famine and diseases will be
brought about by adverse weather conditions (Joel 1).
This will leave this country in such a weakened state
it will be overpowered and conquered by the rapidly
developing Roman Empire in Europe.
It can be seen by the astute observer that the disasters in nature have been intensifying and coming
much closer together! They are rapidly leading the

way into such terrible times that will be so terrifying
as to be beyond description—so said Jesus Christ!
“For then there will be [the] Great
Tribulation, such as has NOT been since the
beginning of the world until this time, no, nor
ever shall be. And UNLESS those days were
shortened, no flesh would be saved (alive); BUT
for the ELECT’S sake those days will be shortened” (Matthew 24:21-22).
Jesus Christ clearly reveals most people will be so
oblivious and completely ignorant of the intended continual warnings, as witnessed through these catastrophic conditions of the Fury of Nature, the final ones will
spring shut on them like a snare or trap! (Luke 21:35).
The severity of the coming famine will be upon society before it is realized there is no food to be had! This
will lead into gnawing hunger pangs and death from
the famine, disease epidemics, nuclear warfare,
and slavery—all taking place before Jesus Christ returns and establishes the Kingdom of God; “a sooncoming nightmare where no one seems able or willing to face the truth.”
How about you and me? Are YOU of the Elect?
How do you know? Check it out by prayerfully
studying what Christ says of the Laodicean
Church Era and compare it with the Philadelphia Era. Your life may depend on it!
The Mystery of the Ages
Jesus Christ led His apostle and the promised
Elijah—His teacher—to write the last book of his life,
THE MYSTERY OF THE AGES, to be A REMINDER of all
of the doctrinal teachings Christ RESTORED within His
Church through him. By the use of this original
unedited book with the Holy Bible, His people
should be enabled to recognize the strong deception
that is now on His Church by Satan the devil and
keep themselves from it.
The Philadelphia Remnant
To be kept informed from a Biblical perspective
the meaning of the continued record-breaking disasters
in the nations of Israel and other major problems
that are now coming closer together, we offer freely a
subscription to our bi-monthly magazine. It can also
be read on our website (www.cog-ff.com).
The Three Elijahs
The book of The Three Elijahs has been updated
and completed. It can now be read on our website
(www.cog-ff.com). This book makes known how
these Three Men were used by God to perform basically the same responsibilities and for the same reasons.
God had ample reason for these three men to have
the same name as Elijah. And though John and Mr.
Armstrong had their own names, they were “to go
forth before Him (Jesus Christ) in the spirit and
power of Elijah” (Luke 1:16-17). The identity of
the end-time Elijah is established with Biblical proof
and by his fruits.
The quotes and pictures above are intended for educational purposes only.
Entire contents © 2012 The Church of God. All Rights Reserved. The copyright subsisting in material quoted in this publication and trademarks appearing in this publication belong to the respective owners thereof and no claim of
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PENTECOST IS FULLY COME?

Pentecost is the only holy day for which the Bible gives no date but only a rule for counting seven weeks plus one day to Pentecost from the Wave Sheaf Offer (WSO) that follows a
Sabbath but which Sabbath is not explicitly identified, save that it seems to be associated with the Feast of Unleavened Bread (FUB). Initially Mr Herbert W. Armstrong (HWA) adopted Judaism’s Sivan-6 Pentecost, where Sivan is the 3rd month of the Hebrew calendar. From the mid-1930s HWA switched to his own rule for counting to Pentecost but overlooked
that Exodus 19:10-13 rules out both his pre-1974 permanent Monday and his post-1974 permanent Sunday Pentecost. It is beyond the scope of this article to prove that the date of
Pentecost is Sivan 7 and for that the reader is referred to my study paper P4. This article also points to the need for at least one of Judaism’s three calendar restrictions despite the usual
objections to this. This article also refers to my claim that HWA led from 1934 - 1974 God’s 7th church era of Laodicea and that this is marked by his astonishing 1974 rejection of
God’s Garden of Eden No-Divorce & No-Remarriage law that is pivotal to God’s plan for marriage. Indeed our church era should accept the eyesalve offered by our Lord (Rev 3:18)!
1. Waiting till Pentecost is fully come
In 2012 will you observe Pentecost on
Sunday May 27? This is the day of Pentecost
the late Mr Herbert W Armstrong (HWA)
adopted from 1974. In 2012 this day falls on
Sivan 6 and this happens to be the Jewish date
for Shavuot (Pentecost). Or will you, as did
the Apostles in 30 AD (Acts 2:1), wait till the
correct day of Pentecost is fully come on
Sivan 7, which in 2012 is Monday, May 28?
Just as Judaism is one day out on Passover,
which they observe on Abib 15 instead of
Abib 14 (Num 9:1-3), they are also one day
out on Pentecost (Shavuot), which they observe on Sivan 6 instead of Sivan 7.
It is plain from Acts 2:1 that the apostles
waited till the Jewish Sivan 6 Shavuot day
had passed and the correct day of Pentecost,
Sivan 7, was fully come.
As will be shown in this article, it is not a
question of whether Pentecost should be on
Sunday or Monday but rather that it is observed on Sivan 7 as it was for the Pentecost
Assembly at Mt Sinai during Exodus year-1.
That Exodus year-1 Pentecost was also the day
on which God married his Wife Israel at Mt
Sinai. It was the Day of the Assembly at Mt
Sinai. It is a feast day because Moses and Aaron
told Pharaoh, “. . . Thus saith the LORD God of
Israel, Let my people go, that they may hold a
feast unto me in the wilderness.” (Exod 5:1).
Exodus 20 describes the day of the
Assembly and is the first occurrence of the
Feast of Weeks (Pentecost), which the Jews
call Shavuot and recognize being that Assembly. It is the second of the three annual
feasts mentioned in Deuteronomy 16:16.
2. The Importance of Exodus 19:10-13
Exodus chapter 19:10-13 mentions three
days, which I will refer to as, Day-1, Day-2
and Day-3. The Assembly (Pentecost) was on
Day-3 and God instructed Israel to prepare for
this by washing their clothes and erecting a
fence around Mt Sinai on Day-1 and Day-2.
Remember that Day-3 was Pentecost,
which the former Worldwide Church under
HWA observed from the mid-1930s to 1974
always on a Monday and from 1974 always
on a Sunday.
If HWA was correct before 1974 that the
Day-3 Pentecost is always on a Monday, then
Day-1 would have been a Saturday and if he
was correct from 1974 that the Day-3 Pentecost is always on a Sunday, then Day-2 would
have been a Saturday.
Therefore regardless whether the Exodus
year-1 Pentecost on Day-3 was a Monday or
a Sunday, God would have told Israel to work
on the weekly Sabbath by washing their
clothes and erecting a fence around Mt Sinai.
Since God did not allow Israel to collect
even manna or firewood on a Sabbath, it is
clear that for Exodus year-1 the Day-3 Pentecost Assembly was neither on a Sunday nor
on a Monday.
For a more complete explanation readers are
referred to my paper P4, which shows in several ways that the Exodus year-1 Pentecost
fell on the weekly Sabbath of Sivan 7. That
therefore God asked Israel to wash their
clothes and erect a fence on Thursday Sivan 5
(Day-1) and Friday Sivan 6 (Day-2) in readiness for the Day-3 Assembly on the weekly
Sabbath of Sivan 7.
The apostles waited in Jerusalem till the day
of Pentecost was fully come. This suggests
they waited for the Jewish Sivan-6 Shavuot to
end before they observed Pentecost correctly
on Sivan 7.

3. HWA’s various Pentecost dates
Of HWA’s three attempts to set the date for
Pentecost, the most consistent and almost
correct one was his original Jewish Sivan-6
Pentecost.
When HWA changed to a permanent
Monday Pentecost, this resulted in holding
Pentecost for different years on Sivan 6, 7, 9
or 11. At least for the occasional year he then
held Pentecost correctly on Sivan 7.
When HWA changed in 1974 to a permanent Sunday Pentecost, he observed Pentecost
on Sivan 5, 6, 8 or 10 and so never again on
the correct Sivan 7.
The Crucifixion year was a Wednesday
Passover year and for such years HWA
observed Pentecost before 1974 on Sivan 9
and from 1974 on Sivan 8. Since these are 3
and 2 days after the Jewish Sivan-6 Shavuot,
it is clear that these dates invented by HWA
do not fit the Apostles’ wait till the day of
Pentecost is fully come (Acts 2:1); whereas a
Sivan-7 Pentecost does fit that verse.
4. Counting Inclusively or Exclusively?
Lev 23:9-11 defines the WSO as the day after
a Sabbath, which raises the question, Is it a
weekly Sabbath during the Feast of Unleavened Bread (FUB) or is it the Abib-15 annual
Sabbath that begins the FUB?
Lev 23:15-16 defines a 7-week count plus
1 day, which is a total count of 50 days from
the WSO. This raises the further question,
Should the count be inclusive or exclusive of
the WSO?
Judaism places the WSO on Abib 16 which
is the day after the Abib-15 holy day annual
Sabbath and calls this Omer 1 and then counts
50 days inclusively from this Abib-16 Omer 1
(WSO) to their Sivan-6 Shavuot. To reach a
Sivan-7 Shavuot would have required an exclusive 50-day count from Abib 16 (Omer 1)
by starting the count on what Judaism calls
Omer 2 and which is Abib 17.
My paper P4 shows in several ways that
Pentecost always falls on Sivan 7 and that
therefore Judaism’s Sivan 6 is one day short
of this.
5. Placing WSO after the wrong Sabbath
In the mid-1930s HWA decided to place the
WSO after the weekly Sabbath that falls during the 7-day FUB and to count exclusively
from there to Pentecost. This resulted in a
fixed Monday Pentecost observance. In 1974
HWA changed to an inclusive count that resulted in a fixed Sunday Pentecost observance.
As shown in Section 2 neither method
works because during Exodus year-1 for both
God would have had to tell Israel to work on
the weekly Sabbath, which clearly God would
not have done.
If the Exodus year-1 Pentecost could not
have been on either a Monday or a Sunday,
then in our day we should not have adopted
either a permanent Monday or a permanent
Sunday Pentecost observance.
Judaism correctly places Omer 1 (WSO)
after the Abib-15 annual Sabbath or holy day
but Judaism errs in making Abib-16 or Omer 1
the first day of the 50-day count. The first day of
the count should be the day after Omer 1, which
is Abib 17 and which the Jews call Omer 2.
The Bible does not support HWA’s choice of
placing WSO after a weekly Sabbath and so
he was following a private doctrine. This he
usually avoided but somehow his judgment
failed him on this occasion.
My paper P4 shows the Jews chose the correct Sabbath, namely the Abib-15 annual
Sabbath or holy day. Therefore they placed
the WSO (Omer 1) on Abib 16 but instead of
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counting 50 days exclusively from Omer 1
(WSO), that is starting the count on Abib 17,
they counted inclusively starting the count on
their Abib-16 Omer 1 (WSO). Had Judaism
applied an exclusive count starting on Abib
17, then Shavuot would have been Sivan 7 instead of their current Sivan 6.
6. Is the Abib 15 holy day a Sabbath?
Lev 23:15-16 tells us to count 50 days from
the day after the WSO, which in turn is after
some Sabbath. This raises the question,
Which Sabbath is being referred to?
Judaism claims it is the Abib-15 annual
Sabbath (holy day) that begins the FUB but
HWA decided it was the weekly Sabbath that
falls during the 7-day FUB.
Some object to Judaism’s choice of the
Abib-15 annual Sabbath as the reference Sabbath for the 50-day count. They claim that
Lev 23:15 uses the same Hebrew word
(Strong H7676) as is used in Lev 23:3 for the
weekly Sabbath and that a related but slightly
different word (H7677) is used for annual
Sabbaths—for example in Lev 23:24 for the
annual Sabbath (holy day) of Trumpets.
That therefore the use of H7676 in Lev
23:15 marks that the reference is to a weekly
Sabbath and not to a annual Sabbath and so
apparently ruling out Judaism’s use of the
Abib-15 annual Sabbath.
However, Leviticus 23:32 does use H7676
for the annual Sabbath of Atonement. This
means that annual Sabbaths can be referred to
by not only H7677 but also by H7676.
Besides in the NT John 19:31 refers with
‘Sabbath’ to the day after the Abib-14 Crucifixion and which is the Abib-15 annual Sabbath. In the NT ‘Sabbath’ is a term normally
used for weekly Sabbaths and again we see an
holy day referred to as a Sabbath.
Therefore the objection has no biblical
basis and there is no reason for objecting to
Judaism’s placing the WSO after the Abib-15
annual Sabbath holy day.
7. HWA’s twin rules for WSO
However, HWA’s choice of placing the WSO
after a weekly Sabbath leads immediately to
serious difficulties for years when the 7th-day
of FUB is a weekly Sabbath.
For such years the WSO would fall outside
the FUB and HWA decided that for such years
a second rule is needed. Since for such years
the Abib-14 Passover falls on a weekly
Sabbath, he decided to place for such years
the WSO after the Abib-14 Passover.
This requirement for a second rule is not
even referred to in the Bible and that should
have alerted HWA that something is wrong.
Indeed an immediate consequence of placing WSO after the Abib-14 Passover is that
for such years the WSO falls on the Abib-15
annual Sabbath or holy day. HWA did not recognize that this meant for those years that
Israel would have to put their sickles to the
corn to cut not only the wave sheaf but also to
cut enough corn to feed the entire nation.
Section 9 below explains how this violates
the weekly Sabbath and here it would similarly violate the Abib-15 annual Sabbath.
It is clear that HWA’s reference weekly
Sabbath and its attendant twin rules must be
replaced with Judaism’s Abib-15 annual Sabbath but coupled to an exclusive 50-day
count. That would ensure that Pentecost falls
on Sivan 7; which is the day the Apostles
waited for to fully come after Judaism’s
Sivan-6 Shavuot had ended (Acts 2:1).
8. Key scriptures for counting Pentecost
For a correct Pentecost we must consider
apart from Lev 23:15-22 also Exod 19:1, 10-

13 (see Section 2 above), Deut 16:9 and
Joshua 5:10-12.
My paper P4 shows that in year-1 of the
Conquest of Canaan that Joshua 5:10-12 reveals the date of the WSO. For example, Joshua 5:10 marks the Abib-14 Passover day and
verse 12 shows that two days after, on Abib
16, they ate the fresh corn of the land for that
year. This means this Abib 16 was the WSO
(Lev 23:15-22). This again shows that Judaism correctly places the WSO on the day after
the Abib-15 annual Sabbath. Paper P4 gives
other interesting details that appear to have
been forgotten by post-apostolic Christendom.
9. A necessary calendar restriction!
One of those details is the necessity of at least
one of the three Jewish calendar restrictions
and this is explained in Section 3.8 of paper
P4. This shows that there is good reason for
restricting the calendar so that the Abib-16
WSO does not fall on a weekly Sabbath during the FUB.
The reason being that on the Abib-16 WSO
day Israel had to put the sickle to the corn
(Deut 16:9) to provide not only the wave
sheaf but also enough corn to feed Israel with
fresh produce because the manna ceased on
that Abib 16 (Josh 5:12).
Since this requires a substantial amount of
work, this could not be done on a weekly Sabbath. Therefore the calendar restriction that
stops the Abib-16 WSO falling on a weekly
Sabbath is necessary. So let no one argue that
this calendar restriction is unjustified!
10. The Lord was not a WSO
HWA taught that when Jesus warned Mary
Magdalene in John 17:20 (KJV) not to touch
Him that this was to allow Jesus to present
Himself to His Father as a pure untouched
Wave Sheaf Offering. However, the Greek of
this verse shows that rather Jesus told Mary to
stop clinging unto Him. She had not only
touched Him but was hanging onto Him.
Probably to avoid His falling again into the
hands of the Jewish officials.
Besides that year the Abib-14 Passover day
was on a Wednesday and so the Abib-16
WSO was on Friday, on which day Jesus was
still dead in the grave. Therefore it was impossible for Jesus to have been the Wave
Sheaf Offering. It is remarkable how one
error leads to another when instead of depending on God’s Word for counting to Pentecost,
private rules are used.
11. Why HWA’s Pentecost errors?
My paper P1 essays that HWA’s was not
granted to know:
• That God the Father was the Creator, the
OT LORD God and Husband of Israel,
• The correct date for Pentecost, which is also
the date of God the Father’s marriage to His
Wife, Israel.
The cause being HWA’s 1974 rejection of
God’s Garden of Eden No-Divorce & NoRemarriage law (Mark 10:4-9)—see articles
A1 and A2–A3. As a result paper P1 essays that
HWA led from 1934–1974 God’s 7th and final
church era of Laodicea rather than Philadelphia
as HWA claimed. Let the reader understand
that HWA’s Pentecost error is no small matter
but explains much of what overtook the former
Worldwide Church of God from 1974.
The papers referred to above are freely available by writing to Henk Jens, P.O. Box 121,
Belmore, NSW, 2192, Australia or at my
Internet Homepage www.rightly-dividing.net.
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Church of God Ministry –In Christ
Over the years I have advertised the above website in this publication.
Many have taken up the invitation to visit it.
The site has been updated and is easier to use. I have added several new
study/commentary papers dealing with God and Jesus Christ – who they
are, how to identify them, their purpose and other interesting reading. Also,
I have acknowledged certain errors concerning the prophecy papers.
I invite all past visitors and welcome new visitors. The time spent will be
worthwhile.
Carl Falzone

www.cgministry-inchrist.org
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Check website for
coming topics and

Free Bible Study Booklets

speakers

Send your name and address to receive a list of free booklets covering
various biblical subjects. No group to join. No request for donations. Privacy
guaranteed.
Ministry Publications • P.O. Box 715 • Cottonwood, AZ 86326 USA

Can you prove that you are keeping the

Biblical Calendar?
Proof is not finding one or two facts that agree
on a point. Proof is finding a multitude
of facts taken from a series of independent sources
that agree without a single exception.
The purpose for presenting this
material is to show the certainty of the Hebrew Calculated Calendar by constructing a progression of time by an
unending sequence of sevenday Sabbaths beginning with
creation week. When it is shown
that the weekly Sabbaths coincide with the Hebrew Calculated Calendar, the biblical accounts of creation, the flood and
its Sabbaths in Gen. 7, the Sabbaths
of Ex. 16, and the Passover of Josh.
5:10-12, the destruction of the second
temple in 70 A.D. and concluding with the
present-day Gregorian calendar, it confirms
God’s method of keeping time. This would

establish a solid foundation to project all dates
through the entire Bible, and confirm the validity of
the Hebrew Calculated Calendar. § Through
further study of the solar calendar, beginning with
the creation year, it will be shown that the progression of the seven-day week through the solar
years will match the Sabbaths of Gen. 7 and 8, and
Ex. 16. The Hebrew Calculated Calendar, when
brought forward by its 19-year cycles, will also
match these Sabbaths, thus adding the mathematical proof that the Hebrew Calculated
Calendar is the calendar that God employed in
the accounts of the Bible, making it the only
usable calendar for God’s people. § Note: The
DVDs 1 and 2 are a video PowerPoint presentation
lasting three hours, with half on each disc. The third
disc contains a complete written explanation and
additional supporting charts.

FREE Set of 3 Discs • Email daroth76@gmail.com
Or write Don Roth, PO Box 406, Hustisford, WI 53034, USA
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God’s Three Covenants
By Art Mokarow
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com • www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com

C

ovenants and Laws are not the same thingBiblically. Laws have specific purposes just like The
Covenants of God. What is the difference?mnllllm
Many Covenantsmmmmmmmmmmmml
In The Torah (The First
Five Books) many believe there are
two covenants, The Old Covenant and
The New Covenant. Obviously, that is
Biblically not true.
Besides The Old Covenant and The
New Covenant God made The Noachian Covenant with Noah, signed by
God’s “rainbow.” That adds up to
Three Covenants and most Bible readers acknowledge this is true.
Art Mokarow

The Old Covenant Law of Moses was not made to save them
but to keep them from sinning. The Law of Moses showed
them what sin was. The Law was weak. While Moses was up
the Mount receiving the Ten Commandments The Israelites
decided to build The Golden Calf (within forty days they
sinned).The Old Covenant did not keep them from sinning.
As God’s “chosen people” you either witness God’s work
by your life or you do not. The Law only told you what “sin”
was (I John 3:4). The Law could not make you perfect. Only
The New Testament “witness” could lead anyone to be perfect
like God (Matthew 5:48).
All Covenants of God are to fulfill every jot and tittle of The
Prophets and The Law “perfectly” (Matthew 5:17-18). That’s it.
Law for Criminals
A Covenant by God without a Law is only for “RIGHTEOUS
SEEKING PEOPLE.” That is what Peter said in Acts 10:35. This
is very simple. That is why Paul told Timothy a “Law” is only
made for “the unrighteous” who sin (II Timothy 1:7-10). Paul
wrote The Old Covenant Law of Moses was given because

The Old and the New Testament

The accurate Biblical solutions for God’s Covenants differ
widely. What does The Bible state? “Wherefore, holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High
Priest of our profession [witness], Christ Jesus. Who was faithCONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
ful to him that appointed him; as also
Moses was faithful in all his house”
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The Old, New and
Noachian Covenants
www.GodsPuzzleSolved.com
P.O. Box 1197 • Montgomery, TX 77356 • Art@Mokarow.com
back to the beginning with free access to The Tree of Life.
Christ came to restore eternity (Matthew 18:11)].
they were transgressors (Exodus 20 and Galatians 3:19). The
Christ is The Tree of Life. You are ready to prove God’s
Old Covenant Law was an attempt to keep criminals from
Everlasting Covenant, “Incline your ear [listen], and come to
continuing to sin.
me[God]: hear [strict attention] and your soul [life] shall live
The purpose of any Law is to keep people from sinning or
[eternal life]; and I will make AN EVERLASTING covenant with
transgressing a Law or it no longer needs to be in force. The
you, even the SURE MERCIES OF DAVID” (Isaiah 55:1-3).
Law is forever until all is fulfilled by Christ which is
The next verse, Isaiah 55:4, starts where “the seed” of The
for everyone to be eventually perfect without sin. This
Savior will come. That is why Jesus through “faith” proved
is, “Scripturally,” indisputable. The Law was to lead
to be The Messiah to come. He lived a human, sinless life.
them—“To Christ”—so He could be The Author of SalRead Psalm 51 where “the mercies” of David are given as
vation to save everyone eventually (Hebrews 12:1-2 and
well as God’s “Holy Spirit” which is God doing the work and
Galatians 3:24).
not just some Law dedicated only for criminals.
Do you need any more Scriptural “truth”? Each Covenant
“Christ” as every “Word of God lived in faith fulfilling all
of God is forever until all are fulfilled. Heaven and earth will
The Prophets and what The Law foretold. Christ shares His
not pass until “all is fulfilled.” That is why all Godly
Father’s throne as God’s “word” The Alpha and The Omega
Covenants stay in force forever, or until all are fulfilled and
with His Father (Revelation 22:12-13). God continues The
completed.
Potential for Salvation “eternally” with The Everlasting
The New Covenant, as well as The Old Covenant with The
Covenant.
Law of Moses, is in force durGod’s Covenant is differing The Millennium until all
Each Covenant of God is forever until
ent than The Old Covenant,
Israel and Gentiles are led—
all are fulfilled. Heaven and earth will
The Law of Moses or Christ’s
“To Christ.”
not pass until ‘all is fulfilled.’
New Covenant. God’s docThis can happen only by
trine has no curse or penalty
The Everlasting Covenant of
as a codified law (Deuteronomy 32:2). God’s Everlasting
God during The New Heavens and The New Earth when God
Covenant is completely free with no judgments but completemakes all (universe) things new (Revelation 21:3-7).
ly free for those who thirst to drink its healing waters. It is of
ALL PREVIOUS COVENANTS CEASE (Matthew 5) except THE
FREE CHOICE like Adam and Eve.
EVERLASTING (Eternal) COVENANT. The Everlasting Covenant is
Each Covenant with The Law of Moses has curses and
The Eternal Covenant and unending for everything to be fuleven a death penalty. It tells you “what sin is” to prove
filled just like the others.
everyone’s weakness to sin. The Old Covenant Law leads
How many have ever heard this Covenant preached or even
individuals—“To Christ” TO MAGNIFY THE LAW with FAITH,
studied in The Bible? Revelation 21:6-7 spells it out. God
JUSTICE and MERCY as the weightier matters of The Law
Himself claims He is The Alpha and The Omega who makes
(Matthew 23).
“man” in “His image” to be Sons of God. Everyone who
The New Covenant administered by Christ leads you to
does not become sons of God is thrown into The Lake of Fire
“perfection” and “Salvation.”
(Revelation 21:8). (Request the free book The Lake of Fire).
By receiving grace (mercy) and truth you receive a better
The Everlasting Covenant
chance of Salvation (John 1:17). Everyone at whatever level
of maturity they have will receive Salvation. “Christ” elimi“Isaiah” in Hebrew means “God Saves.” He is The Prophet
nates “The Curse of The Law.”
who reveals “The Plan of Salvation,” “Ho [listen], every one
The Godly Covenant has no law because The Everlasting
that thirsts [dying] come you to the waters [refreshed] and he
Covenant makes you Holy like God in His Image (Genesis
that has no money [free]; come ye, buy and eat [God word];
1:26).
yea, come, buy wine [Wedding Feast. This is similar to when
All Covenants lead to GOD’S EVERLASTING COVENANT. God
Christ was asked by His mother to make wine out of water]
has thought of everything.
and milk [breast feed] without money and price. [This is going
CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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Mind-Boggling New Insight Revealed—

“As It Was in the Days of Noah”—

The Astonishing End-Time
Fulfillment of Daniel 9 and
the 70 Shavuot Prophecy!

The 120 Years—An Amazing
Prophecy for the End Time?
What is the mysterious meaning of the Genesis prophecy where God says,
“My Spirit shall not strive with man forever, for he is indeed flesh; yet his
days shall be one hundred and twenty years”? What does it mean for us of
this present generation?
William F. Dankenbring

T

he book of Genesis is full of mayhem, monstrosities, and miracles.
It chronicles the days of mankind
leading up to the greatest catastrophe
that ever occurred to the human race—
the Noachian Flood—in which all mankind except for a select few were wiped
out from existence.
Astonishing things occurred then
which are being repeated in the earth
today. To know the future we should
study the past. Mankind today is ignorant
of the past, and of the calamities which
befell mankind in ancient times. A disbelieving mankind repudiates the historicity of the Bible and its unembellished accounts of ancient events—despite all the
tons of evidence that substantiate the
truth of the Scriptures. But as the old saying goes, “You can lead a horse to water,
but you can’t make him drink.” Or, “The
school of hard knocks is a hard school,
but a fool will learn in no other.”

Issue No. 135 (Jan. 31, 2012)

The story of civilization which led up
to the calamitous Flood has great significance and prophetic meaning for us,
today, in this awesome generation of science, technology and whiz-bang gadgets
and special effects.
Jesus Christ, the Messiah, said of our
generation, “As were the days of Noah,
so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. For just as in those days before
the flood they were eating and drinking
[men] marrying and [women] being
given in marriage, until the [very] day
when Noah went into the ark, and they
did not know or understand until the
flood came and swept them all away—
so will be the coming of the Son of
Man” (Matt. 24:37-39, Amplified Parallel Bible).
There are awesome parallels between
the days leading up to the Flood, and the
days leading up to the second coming of
Christ to rule the world!

The Final Countdown to the coming of the Messiah has started!
IS THE MESSIAH COMING WITHIN THE NEXT SEVEN OR EIGHT YEARS???

T

he Hebrew word for “weeks” in the
prophecy of the 70 weeks is the
word shavuot. It also designates the
“Feast of Shavuot,” or “Feast of Weeks,”
which follows Passover, fifty days later.
We are told to “count seven weeks,” till
the 50th day, from the day after Passover,
counting beginning Nisan 16, and the fiftieth day is “Shavuot,” the Feast of Weeks.
Its name is derived from the counting of
seven weeks from Passover, thus, “Feast
of Weeks.”
The Hebrew word Shavuot, therefore,
also refers to an ANNUAL HOLY DAY, which
is counted and looked forward to with
great expectancy and joy. Anciently, it
represented the day of the covenant
God made with Israel on that day at
Mount Sinai.
The Hebrew word “Shavuot” literally
means #7620, shavua (plural Shavuot), and
means “literally sevened, i.e. a week.” It also
means, #7621, “something sworn, an
oath.” It was at Mount Sinai, after a period of seven sevens, that the Feast of
Shavuot was arrived at, and it was the day
God and Israel swore an “Oath”—a Covenant of Marriage.
So literally, the prophecy of Daniel is
the prophecy of “seventy sevens” or even
“seventy Shavuot”—that is, Festivals of
Shavuot. If we look at it that way, then
seventy such Festivals would equal 70
years, as the Feast occurs once a year!

IT IS HIGH TIME WE GET READY FOR THE COMING OF OUR LORD?
“PREPARE TO MEET YOUR GOD, O ISRAEL”! (Amos 4:12).

Yes! Please send me by all means these items:
 The 120 Year End-Time Prophecy!
 The 70 Year End-Time Shavuot Prophecy!
 2012 in Prophecy!
 Prophecy Flash magazine

Write for our free articles and a free subscription to PROPHECY
FLASH—A NEW LOOK AT BIBLICAL PROPHECY—NOW!

Now, let’s take a fresh look at this
intriguing prophecy.
“Seventy weeks [Shavuot] are determined.” Seventy Feasts of Shavuot would
be 70 years!
“. . . For your people and for your holy
city, to finish the transgression . . . to
bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal
up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the
Most Holy” (Dan. 9:24).
So this prophecy says (also) that there
will be seventy years to the end point—
the coming of the Messiah and the
Kingdom of God, ending the period of
man’s transgression on the earth.
“Know therefore and understand, that
from the going forth of the command to
restore and build Jerusalem until Messiah
the Prince . . . (v. 25). The United Nations
voted to partition Israel in November 1947,
and Israel became a state May 14, 1948.
Both of these occurred during the Hebrew
year 5708. So 1947-48 would be the date for
the restoration of Israel and Jerusalem.
These 70 years would end in 2017-2018—
just seven or so years from NOW!
Jesus Christ said “THIS GENERATION
SHALL NOT PASS until ALL these things
occur” (Matt. 24:34). He was speaking of
the generation that saw the restoration of
Israel—the final generation. A Biblical
generation is 70 years (Psalm 90). So
again, from 1947/48, counting one generation, or 70 years, we come to 2017/2018!
Send orders to:

Triumph Prophetic Ministries
PO Box 842 • Omak, WA 98841

www.triumphpro.com • triumphpro.info

Super Sabbath Weekend
April 13–15, 2012 • Western Hills Lodge & Resort
Sequoyah State Park, near Wagoner, Oklahoma

Friday, April 13 • Last Day of Unleavened Bread
Church Services at 1:00 P.M.
Praise/Worship • Puppet Show • Special Music • Sermon (Lawrence Gregory)
Snacks at 3:00 • Seminar (Lawrence Gregory) 4:00–5:00
Interactive Study Friday Night (Ron Elkins)

Dedicated to the Reconciliation of
The Sabbath Keeping Churches of God
Jesus of Nazareth warned his followers that those who would soon
come after him should be very careful about how they built the
Church of God.

Saturday, April 14 • Sabbath

He warned that the coming of false prophets would cause the
church to be built upon a foundation of sand, unless certain principles were followed.

Church Services at 1:00 P.M.

Did Jesus of Nazareth warn his followers to be cautious about building their house, the house of God, upon sand?

Praise/Worship • Puppet Show • Special Music • Sermon (Bronson James)
Catered Meal at 3:00 • Seminar (speaker TBA) 4:00–5:00 • Sing-along, Bonfire, Games 7:00

When we look at the modern church of the 20th and 21st century, do
we see a house built upon sand, or one built upon the rock?
Do we see a house that stands and grows strong, or do we see a
house of God that splits and falls?

Sunday, April 15 • Closeout Session

This short but powerful Bible study will assist all Christians in their
quest to construct and nourish a growing Church of God.

Breakfast at 9:00 A.M.
Seminar/Discussions (Wynn Skelton) 10:00-Noon • Leave for Home Afternoon

Please visit our website, and study our recent article: “A House Built
upon Sand.” You might even consider using the article as a Bible
study guide with your fellowship group.

“A House Built upon Sand”

For more information contact Wynn Skelton

I think you will find to be an eye-opening study.

903-736-5999

Please visit our website at

ReconciliationGroup.org
Buckaroo Bob and Miss Nancy

This page is part of CONNECTIONS: MEMBER

TO

MEMBER, the advertising section of THE JOURNAL

Issue No. 147 (Jan. 31, 2012)

THE JOURNAL

23

Jesus’ words prove God led men to recognize inspired writings
Continued from page 3

that says that the word scripture (graphe in Greek) in 2 Timothy 3:16 can include any writing other than the Bible.
Know by association
The verse says, according to the
NKJV, that “all Scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”
Such reasoning cannot ignore a
vital principle—noscitur a sociis,
“known by association”—a binding
rule that context decides the meaning
of a word, not one assigned by a dictionary or personal preference.
In the case of 2 Timothy 3:16 what
scripture—writing—is referred to?
Verse 15 makes it clear: “the Holy
Scriptures.” That term cannot refer to
the writing of Plato, Aristotle, a pope,
Churchill or other notables.
John 5:39, Matthew 5:17-19, Luke
24:44 and 2 Peter 1:10-12 are a few of
the many scriptures that designate the
entire Old Testament, and 2 Peter
3:15-16 places Paul’s New Testament
writings on the same level as the OT.
So it is clear what scriptures are
referred to in the verse in 2 Timothy.
Open to understanding
Did any of the NT writers have any
concept of a “canon” or for that matter
need one? Didn’t the apostles have a
reliable source for scriptures approved
by God?
They had Jesus the Anointed Savior, who inspired Scripture (1 Peter
1:10-12). As their Teacher, what scriptures did He constantly refer to?
In His own words, Luke 24:44, they
were the law of Moses, the prophets
and the psalms. Then He opened their
minds to understanding—what?—
“the Scriptures.”
Would He have known what the
Father and He approved of and ratified
as infallible truth?
Yes, He certainly would, and doesn’t
John 14:6 say He is “the way, the truth
and the life” and John 16:13 “the spirit of truth that guides into truth”?
Pilate said, “What is truth?” Christ
answered, speaking to the Father, “Your
word is truth” (John 17:17). Which
word? Matthew 4:4: every word.
So who had those words in Jesus’
time? The Catholic Church? The Protestants? Who did God entrust them to?
Romans 3:1-2: the Jews—and unconverted Jews, at that. Verses 3-4
point to God’s faithfulness despite the
lack of it in those He uses to faithfully
preserve His words.
Synods and councils didn’t decide
Recognition of the inspired scriptures didn’t require any human synod
or council. Such bodies simply were
moved to acknowledge which books
were canonical and which were not.
A sovereign, all-powerful, loving
God—Christ—moved men to understand which writings were inspired by
Him and which were not. An examination of scriptures quoted by Jesus
proves that, especially Luke 24:44,
which confirms that the three divisions (the law, prophets and psalms)
constituted the entire Old Testament
as we have it today.
Since the Almighty used unconverted Jews to do that, is it beyond His
power to use unconverted Greeks to
preserve the scriptures in the NT, with
thousands of Greeks dying in the
process to protect the Greek manuscripts from Turkish invaders of the
Ottoman Empire?
Archer’s rules of evidence
Next we need to ask how writings
claiming to be holy should be treated.
As Gleason Archer Jr. states in his
book A Survey of Old Testament
Introduction, “we must subject the
scriptures to the critical faculty of human reasoning powers, following the
rules or laws of evidence to determine
whether claims of divine origin are
genuine” (pp. 22-23).
Of the rule of self-contradiction he
mentions that we can add the evidence

of archaeology and historical accuracy.
There are many outside sources
such as Josephus, the historian Tacitus, born in A.D. 55, the Roman historian Suetonius, Roman orator and
statesman Pliny the Younger, the
Greek philosopher Celsus who attacked Christianity, plus others confirming the historicity of Jesus.
In archaeology, confirmation of the
OT runs into thousands of tablets from
Ebla, Nuzi, etc., plus the Dead Sea
Scrolls, which all help prove the accuracy of transmission of the written
word as Paul wrote in Romans 3:1-3.
Obvious coherence and integration
It is clear when available evidence
is combined that the New Testament
proves that the Hebrew OT scriptures constitute a coherent and integrated whole, focusing on a single
great theme and plan of redemption
(Archer, p. 17).
There is also the evidence of fulfilled prophecy in the OT and NT,
whether it is the detailed chapters 2
and 11 of Daniel and other many OT
scriptures that Christ fulfilled at His
first coming or with Matthew 24 in the
New Testament.
Despite Tyre, Mr. Armstrong also
drew our attention to some specific
fulfillments of prophetic words in the
OT regarding nations, events and the
first appearance of the Messiah that
are clearly too accurate and too many
to class as educated guesswork or
manipulation of history and would be
accepted as prima facie evidence of
reliability in an objective and impartial court of law.
Science supports the canon
We can further add the evidence of
verifiable facts of natural empirical

If anyone wants to take issue with
statements in regard to the big bang or
black holes, I suggest he read the article “Crisis in the Cosmos,” March
1995, and later articles in the Discover
magazine available on the Web that
show how tenuous and uncertain theories of cosmology are.
The Bible claims to be infallible
It’s clear from holy writ that God’s
Word claims infallibility as to truth
and is final in authority, unlike unproven theories of science. The Bible deals
with absolutes that
we as human beings
do not naturally want.
Jeremiah 17:9-10
and Romans 8:7 make
that clear.
Out of that attitude
has arisen the neoorthodox view that the Bible
is less than the inspired,
binding Word of God.
The claim that the Bible is based
on tradition and myth is the basis of a
documentary hypothesis formulated
by Julius Wellhausen and other Bible
skeptics that in effect debunks the
Bible as God’s inspired Word.
Unconverted are at a disadvantage
The problem is that these men were
not truly converted in the biblical
sense (Acts 2:38) and did not have
access to the spirit of truth, so they
have arrived at unsound and poorly
thought-out conclusions.
It is also the reason they do not
know the loving God, who will ultimately resurrect and heal the majority
of people Satan has blinded in this age
(Revelation 12:9; 2 Corinthians 4:34). As stated in 1 Timothy 2:4, God

Valid evaluation of Scripture
requires knowledge of superior
metaphysical truth
As Archer states, correctly, agnostics and some theologians say God’s
Word is not to be taken literally. They
judge it as inadequate, as myth and
legend.
For that conclusion to be valid, the
opinion must come from one who has
knowledge of metaphysical truth
superior to the Source of revelation
and its Revelator.
In other words, as Archer
puts it, one must know
more about God and
spiritual truths than
God reveals through
His Word and
have

examined impartially and objectively
all available physical and metaphysical evidence.
Paul was inspired to write that we
humans don’t want to know the truth
and prefer God to keep His nose out of
our business (Romans 1: 18-22). But we
are without excuse because there is sufficient evidence of God’s existence and
direction in the cosmos and on earth.
What does the Bible claim?
So let us ask: Does the Bible claim
infallibility and authority?
Matthew 5:17-19: The words of
the Old Testament were and are preserved intact and were fulfilled by

A common failure in many articles we see in THE JOURNAL,
as in those regarding the canon, is a failure to
understand what true Christianity is.
science as evidence of the reliability
of the Scriptures, especially the creation in Genesis 1.
This evidence takes the form of the
laws of physics, especially the second
law of thermodynamics, with the universe moving toward greater entropy,
or disorder.
Add to that the function of electromagnetic forces that are utterly inadequate to bring about accretion of matter
to form stars or planets. Add atomic
physics with Pauli’s exclusion principle, which won’t permit compression
of atoms to form impossibly heavy
“neutron stars,” the supposed predecessors of unobservable “black holes.”
The function of those laws supports, not contradicts, the statements
in Genesis 1 regarding the sudden appearance of a wonderfully interdependent world that is exactly what man
needs to live, prosper and reproduce.
Law of biogenesis
Then there is the evidence from
biological science. The law of biogenesis: that life can come only from preexisting life.
Add the DNA code that points to
intelligent design—as authors such as
scientists Michael Behe, William
Demski and law professor Phillip
Johnston of the Intelligent Design
movement point out in their books.
The laws of physics and atomic
physics also indicate the impossibility
of a big-bang beginning and black
holes as directive forces in the formation of the universe and earth.
Cosmology theories uncertain
We can say “impossibility” because
empirical natural science is based on
observation and measurement of
physical phenomena in the present,
and black holes cannot be observed, as
Stephen Hawking acknowledges when
he says that “they defy all the laws of
physics.” So ipso facto they can’t exist.

wants all men to be saved, not just a
special few.
For the firstfruits, few in number in
this age (1 Corinthians 15: 20), there is
the opportunity to qualify God’s way,
to serve and help others in the wonderful world ahead, after which the
majority of mankind will have their
minds opened to the existence of the
living God and be given the opportunity to repent and become sons of God
(Revelation 20).
Those and other scriptures, especially Romans 9-11, reveal a patient, kind,
faithful, forgiving, merciful, truthful
and, above all, loving God (Galatians
5:22; 1 Corinthians 13: 4 -13).
These qualities come from that same
Holy Spirit who created all things: Colossians 1:15-20; Hebrews 1:1-10-12.
This is the same Great Being who
spoke with Adam and Eve and ancient
Israel, the I Am of Exodus 3 and John
8:48-59.
God is not easily irritated
The God who does not change (Hebrews 13:8; Malachi 3:6) tells us that
the execution of Israelites and Canaanites for idolatry and rebellion, as
recorded in the OT, is for our good (1
Corinthians 10:1-6-14).
Ultimately they too will be resurrected and given the opportunity of
salvation, along with the rest of mankind who have lived and died throughout the ages (Isaiah 9:6-7; 11:1-6;
Timothy 2:3-6; Revelation 20:1-5, 1215; 21:1-27).
Is this the character of a capricious,
easily irritated and tyrannical God?
As Archer writes in his book:
“When someone writes in a disparaging or negative way about God’s
inspired word, they have not clearly
understood that it tells us we are to
live by every word of God (Matt. 4:4),
claiming authority over us for good,
not harm” (Hebrews 12:1-14).

Christ and are yet to be completely
fulfilled in the future, thus asserting
divine authority and inerrant truth.
2 Timothy 3:16: “All scripture”
refers to the 39 books of the OT canon
as well as those of the NT.
2 Peter 3:16: Paul’s NT epistles
are on the same level as the inspired
OT books.
I Peter 1:10-12: The Spirit of
Christ in the prophets predicted His
future suffering and glory. Clearly,
since Christ did the inspiring, He
knew the writings He would move
human beings, converted or otherwise, to canonize.
Hebrews 1:1-2: These verses
also assert the infallibility of the OT
prophets and the words of Christ and,
by extension, His apostles.
To the above add Christ’s words
in John 10:35: “The scripture cannot
be broken.”
We know the Bible is infallible
because it claims to be infallible
As Archer states correctly, these
passages add to the fact of inspiration
of all of the OT and NT. The Bible is
therefore infallible as to truth and final
in authority.
As Isaiah 66:2 tells us, the living
God has respect for those who walk
before Him in reverent, intelligent fear
and awe. In that case, Psalm 111:10
applies: Those who obey have a good
understanding. Those who compromise lose it to one degree or another.
When it comes to reforming “Christianity,” what was it that Santayana
wrote? “Those who forget the lessons
of history are doomed to repeat it.”
Or as another notable said: “If there
is one thing we learn from history it is
that we don’t learn from it.”
For unity we must agree
Ecclesiastical history records the
disintegration of the original, apostolic church, resulting in scores of dis-

agreeing churches differing in doctrines over the following centuries.
As it was then, so it is today. How
can hundreds of disagreeing churches
and sects walk together in harmony?
(Amos 3:3).
Unity is based on Matthew 4:4, living by every word, so how can there
be unity prior to Christ’s Second
Coming when so many pick and
choose what is comfortable for them?
In regard to rejecting the supremacy of an elite class of ministers, we
couldn’t agree more!
Someone superior to watch over us
Ironically, Alex Ciurana sets the
stage in his article, also in the December 2011 issue of THE JOURNAL,
with his editorial titled “The Boundaries of the Canon: Why Do We
Think It’s Closed?” Mr. Ciurana
states that “the hermeneutical task
(interpretation) is increasingly out of
reach for lay members.”
Shades of modern theologians who
tell us, as one Greek individual did,
that we poor lay members need someone superior to tell us what the Scriptures mean, especially when it comes
to the nature of God!
Who was it said the Bible interprets
the Bible? 2 Peter 1:19-21; 3:3 and
Acts 17:11 don’t mention commentaries and unconverted supposed experts in establishing truth. John 16:13
states that it is God’s Spirit that guides
us into truth.
Getting straight on true Christianity
A common failure in many articles
we see in THE JOURNAL, as in those regarding the canon, is a failure to understand what true Christianity is.
Hyslop’s Two Babylons and Woodrow’s Babylon Mystery Religion, combined with the careful and intellectually honest use of Strong’s Exhaustive
Concordance with a reliable translation of the Bible (such as the New King
James) can help set a reader straight on
what a true Christian really is.
Can we also ask for evidence of
political statements in the Bible?
What does political mean? Isn’t a
politician one who pushes an agenda
for personal gain, not practicing what
the OT prophets, Christ or the NT
apostles preached regarding sound,
moral principles such as honesty, the
right use of leadership, showing love
and being patient with people, etc.?
How many of the present-day
Churches of God are fully teaching
and living by these principles?
No elephant can sneak in
As indicated at the start of this reply
to the article on the canon, we don’t
have a problem with an “elephant in
the room.”
This is because the challenge given
to the Class of ’69 in Bricket Wood
formed the basis of a belief system
that keeps us on our toes and our eyes
opened so no one can sneak an elephant through the back door while we
are looking out the front.
Judges 21:25 can apply in these present times: “In those days Israel had
no king” (just as spiritual Israel today
lacks strong, loving and honest leaders) “and everyone did as he saw fit.”
No wonder we don’t and can’t have
unity on doctrine, and we likely won’t
until the King of Kings returns to set
things in order as He promised (Acts
3:21).
It should be obvious we don’t have
to look to the Catholic, Protestant or
any other church to tell us what the
canon should contain because the first
discourages its members from even
reading the Bible and the rest are
selective in what they quote as authoritative and binding.
The verifiable internal and external evidence of the 66 books of
the Old and New Testaments proves
that Almighty God has faithfully
preserved His infallible Word and
truth for us, despite the fallacious
claims of churches or the Bible
skeptics who claim to know more
than God Himself.
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Pastor debates Church of Christ elder
The writer is pastor of the Church
of God International in Jamaica.
By Ian Boyne
INGSTON, Jamaica—The
Kingston congregation of the
Church of God International
(CGI), which is accustomed to shattering its own records, broke another one
on Jan. 8, 2012.
On that notable day it pulled off its
biggest campaign addressed by a Jamaican Church of God minister, attracting 340 visitors and a total attendance of 410, with 70 of the brethren
included.
On that second Sunday in January,
our intensely evangelistic-oriented
congregation kicked off its 2012 campaign season with a public debate with
a Church of Christ elder on the issue
of the Sabbath.

K

Formidable opponent
The enthusiastic audience paid rapt
attention to this eagerly anticipated
debate between me and Church of
Christ elder Leslie Buckland, a formidable opponent of the Sabbath.
The disputed motion was “Be it
resolved that there is no requirement
under the New Covenant to keep
the seventh-day Sabbath and that it
was abolished along with the Old
Covenant.”
I, naturally, opposed it, pointing out
that the Sabbath existed prior to the

commencement of the Old Covenant,
having been established at creation,
according to Genesis 2.
I hammered home that the Sabbath
came into existence at creation, not at

Ian Boyne

Sinai, as Church of Christ adherents
believe.
I also pointed out that Exodus 16
showed that before the Israelites had
covenanted with God at Sinai they
were commanded and required to
keep the Sabbath, thus proving that
the Sabbath came before and was

independent of the Old Covenant.
I pointed to Isaiah 58, which
showed that gentiles even under the
Old Covenant could keep the Sabbath.
I also pointed to fresh scholarly evidence that the use of sabbatismos in
Hebrews 4 established the continuity
of literal Sabbath-keeping, citing the
just-published Perspectives on the
Sabbath: Four Views (a debate in
book form, Christopher John Donato,
editor, B&H Publishing, Nashville,
Tenn., 2011).
Expanded on CD
I used the opportunity to advertise
my two-hour-long lecture so that
those who were sufficiently stimulated
by the debate could further investigate
for themselves.
My helpers and I also carried some
CDs of that expanded lecture that
were eagerly snapped up.
Church members present, who
were uncharacteristically but happily
outnumbered, were excited about the
opportunity the church had to present
the truth to so many persons outside
the church.
(The debate was at a Church of
Christ congregation, with people traveling from various parts of the island
to attend.)
The CGI in Jamaica will use a number of methods this year to reach large
numbers of people with the true
gospel, which is our reason for being.

For VIU project: Take my survey–please
ANAIMO, B.C., Canada—A with the research I will be using to
Church of God member from inform COGWebcast.com and the
Canada is asking for help on a Judeo-Christian Foundation, the nonprofit I’m helping start
university thesis project: a
up,” he said.
survey of people with COG
Mr. Patton’s hope is
and other Judeo-Christian
that “we can develop a
backgrounds.
strong community of
“If you have a COG or
COG creatives who can
Judeo-Christian heritage and/
collaborate together, no
or faith,” Jeremiah Patton,
matter what denomina24, said, “I would love or
tion or COG each permaybe just really appreciate
son goes to.”
you taking this survey. And if
His survey is about
you’re under 35 years old
Jeremiah Patton
people’s view of the Bithat’s double awesome.”
ble, specifically conMr. Patton is a student of
graphic design at Vancouver Island cerning whether they adhere to a sola
University. “I did the survey to help scriptura (Scripture-only) approach to

N

the inspiration of the Bible.
“For privacy’s sake,” he said, “all
answers will remain with me and will
not be sold or used in an unchristian
manner. I will not use names you provide unless you give me specific permission in one of the comment boxes.”
Mr. Patton’s tabulation of the answers to the survey’s question will be
the first step “in the eventual planning
of independent faith, ethics and morality-based documentaries, books and
e-books and other content.”
To take the survey go to surveymonkey.com/s/KSLMYDK. See the JudeoChristian Foundation, founded by Mr.
Patton’s parents, Jeff and Carolanne
Patton, at judeochristianfoundation.org.
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Notes and quotes
Pioneer graves
SYDNEY, Australia—Craig
White is assembling information
about the grave sites of Church
of God (Seventh Day) pioneers.
“If anyone has the grave
details for
their various
pioneers to
add to this
historical
trail, do let
me know,”
said Mr.
White, of
Friends of
the Sabbath
Australia.
Craig White
Mr. White
also announces additional historical
photographs at the Friends of
the Sabbath Web site. They
include pictures of Andrew
Dugger, who was prominent in
the history of the Church of God
(Seventh Day).
Mr. White has also posted
more information about WCG
evangelist Herman Hoeh.
See www.friendsofsabbath.
org/cog7.htm.
Updated BSA-board list
CHAPEL HILL, N.C.—The
Bible Sabbath Association,
founded in 1943 in Fairview,
Okla., announced its board
members for 2012-16.
They are Marsha Basner of
Tulsa, Okla.; Bryant Buck of
Freeport, Ill.; Bryan Burrell of
Fairview, Okla.; Calvin Burrell of
Denver, Colo.; Lenny Cacchio of
Kansas City, Mo.; David Guerreo
of Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.; Dusti
Howell of Emporia, Kan.; Tom
Justus of Springdale, Ark.; Bill
Lussenheide of Menifee, Calif.;
Eric Moore of Grandview, Mo.;
June Narber of Chapel Hill, N.C.
(who made the announcement);
and Ken Ryland of Mulvane, Kan.
The BSA distributes Shirley
Nickels’ Directory of SabbathObserving Groups, 2009 edition,
for $21 including postage, available at BibleSabbath.org and
Amazon.com. The BSA’s free-ofcharge magazine, The Sabbath
Sentinel, is produced by board
member Ken Ryland.
Write the BSA at 802 NW 21st
Ave., Battle Ground, Wash.
98604, U.S.A., or Mr. Ryland at
tss_editor@biblesabbath.org.
Bible answers from Uruguay
FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.—
Alan Ruth’s BibleStudy.org site
has new and updated Biblestudy materials, Mr. Ruth
announced.
Rosemary Stogner, who
recently moved to Uruguay with
her husband, Dale, is helping
answer Bible questions submitted to Mr. Ruth’s Web site.
“With the addition of
Rosemary, the site is blessed to
have nine mature E-mail evangelists laboring full time answering questions from the general
public,” he said.
In 2011 the site handled 847
E-mails with questions from the
public. More than five million
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“actual visitors” viewed the site
during the calendar year.
Write Mr. Ruth at
alan@biblestudy.org or in care of
Barnabas Ministries, P.O. Box
3393, Farmington Hills, Mich.
48333, U.S.A.
One God Seminar to Texas
DES MOINES, Wash.—Ken
Westby announced the date and
location of his 11th annual One
God Seminar: June 2-3, 2012, in
Austin, Texas.
“Hear 10 presentations on the
nature of God and of Jesus,” the
founder of the Association for
Christian Development said.
“These seminars are breaking
new ground in what is the most
important of all topics worthy of
our study.”
The venue will be the
DoubleTree by Hilton. Admission
is free. Check for details at
www.Godward.org.
Free CCG Amarillo
newsletter
AMARILLO, Texas—For a free
online newsletter edited by elder
Jerry McClenagan, visit the Web
site operated
by the
Christian
Church of
God of
Amarillo at
christianchurchofgod.org.
Pastor Jeff
Booth invites
everyone to
Jerry McClenagan
weekly
Sabbath services at 11 a.m. at
801 Quail Creek in Amarillo.
Write the CCG at P.O. Box
33134, Amarillo, Texas 79120,
U.S.A.
The three Edens
PRITCHETT, Texas—A church
member’s new book traces the
creation from the beginning and
up through the farthest reaches
of prophecy. Paul’s Syltie’s book
The Three Edens “focuses on
the awesome plan God has put
into motion.”
It goes outside orthodox
theology and Bible understanding when it depicts not one but
three Edenic periods on earth.
“This is not a book for the
fainthearted,” Mr. Syltie said.
The Three Edens is available
at xulonpress.com and
Amazon.com.
Presenters invited
SEVIERVILLE, Tenn.—The
Church of God Worldwide
Ministries, based in Sevierville,
announced it is looking for additional presenters for its telecast,
The World Tomorrow.
Presenters on the program
have recently included George
Crow, Lonnie Epps, Bill Hillebrenner, Bruce Horne, Reinhard
Klett and Jim Patterson.
Earl and Shirley Timmons are
founders of the CGWM. Contact
them at P.O. Box 6879,
Sevierville, Tenn. 37864, or
info@cogwwm.org.
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