
By Dixon Cartwright

BIG SANDY, Texas—Mac Over-
ton had become lax in his Chris-
tian practice, he says. But some-

thing recently caught him up short and
snapped him out of his indifference.

That something was a diagnosis of
cancer in his pancreas.

Since a doctor informed him of his
findings after examinations that
included CAT scans and endoscopic
ultrasounds, Mr. Overton, a member
of THE JOURNAL’s volunteer staff since
this newspaper’s beginning in 1997,
has turned introspective.

“I tell you there are trials and there
are trials,” he began at the Church of
God Big Sandy’s Fellowship Club after
Sabbath services here Aug. 15, 2009.

“Once you’re told you have a seri-

ous illness, it kind of changes your
perspective on a lot of things. Finan-
cial trials don’t seem so big anymore.” O  3 7 4 T c  - 0 . 0 e 2 T j  - 1 . g T 2 T j  - 1 . g T t . 6 i h e  C h n r c h  o fsnapp78ounds, amputated, suehas turned int199t failurut Tjbete chmanyn-

years before but had lost track of him.
He heard from a mutual friend that his
friend was under hospice care in a
local nursing home and was looking
for a copy of 



How people are

Thank you for THE JOURNAL! I left
the WCG in 1996 after 26 years.
THE JOURNAL provides informa-

tion I would not otherwise have (some
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Columns and commentary

When you’re out and about on the Web, stop in at

TheJournal
News of the Churches of God

We’r





Issue No. 136 (Print date Sept. 29, 2009







8



Issue No. 136 (Print date Sept. 29, 2009) THE JOURNAL 9

The writer, a Church of God mem-
ber for more than 40 years, research-
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Essay America excels at keeping the Second Great Commandment
The writer is a longtime Church of

God member who worked for the
Worldwide Church of God for 17
years as a programmer analyst. Mr.
Curley looks at the Bible from an ana-
lytical perspective. He visits many
Churches of God in the Los Angeles
area but is not aligned with any.

By Harry Curley

ALTADENA, Calif.—Many of
us believe Britain is Ephraim.
J.H. Allen wrote 
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Some texts about the Sabbath were never properly translated
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Internet forums separate from the offi-
cial one for elders that began in 1995,
the council concluded there was noth-
ing inherently wrong with ministers
participating in, and even setting up
and coordinating, unofficial discussion
groups as long as participants’ conduct
does not violate ethical standards.

In a 31-page report called “An-
swers to Key Questions About Private
Discussion Groups” dated July 28,
2009, the council announced it has
found nothing ethically amiss about
private discussions among elders,
even if they are organized and occur
on the Internet.

The report referred to council mem-
beu. ml Kieofefe, whot hdn seg ud ar
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Unitarians in Dallas area for eighth annual One God Seminars
Denver, Colo., were unitarian. That is,
they believed the Father is God but
Jesus is not. (The CG7 Denver is no
longer officially unitarian.)

But the churches that hold to the
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Attendees hear nine presentations at 2009 One God Seminars
If Jesus were God, the father-to-
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