
Following are Feast of Taber-
nacles reports readers have sent
to THE JOURNAL. This is the first

installment of reports covering the
2006 festival, in alphabetical order by
city of observance. See more reports
in at least two future issues of THE
JOURNAL. For the Big Sandy report, see
Darlene Warren’s column on page 9.

For years on end

BAGUIO CITY, Philippines—This
year’s Feast of Tabernacles of the

Church of the Living God in Christ
Jesus we may say was about changes,
about paradigm shifts.

Some were keeping the Feast for
the first time, some had been keeping
it for more than 20 years already, but
the messages and experiences during

the eight days (Oct. 9-16) provided
everyone with fresh perspectives
about the significance and meaning of
the Feast.

Since rejoicing before the Lord is
commanded in Leviticus 23, it is com-
mon to have messages reminding the
brethren of the proper way to celebrate
during the Feast; i.e., daily worship
services, prayers and spiritual medita-
tions should never be sacrificed.

This year, however, the message
that recaptured the vibrant theme
“Rejoicing Before the Lord” was
more than just to illustrate how we
should put God in the midst of all our
merrymaking.

Instead, it emphasized that our fes-
tivity is an acknowledgment of God’s
blessings and redemption: We realize

that we celebrate precisely because
God made it possible for us to rejoice.

Looking into tithing in Deute-
ronomy 14:22-26, the message also
provided practical advice on how to
prepare for the Feast’s merriment.

And we certainly did rejoice: from
ballroom dancing to karaoke; from in-
door games to the indispensable Ba-
guio tour; from daily visits to the pub-
lic market, famous for its sweetest
strawberries and freshest broccoli, to
raiding the well-celebrated ukay-ukay,
which stirs up giddy excitement be-
cause of the cheapest fashion finds;
from a fun-filled biking and boating af-
ternoon at Burnham Park to horseback
riding until dark around Wright Park.

Another noteworthy message was
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The following is a report from a
24-year-old Church of God member
who teaches at the International
Leadership Training Center, operat-
ed by Legacy Institute in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. Miss Seelig serves
there with the aid of a scholarship
from the Church of God Cincinnati
and the Church of God Big Sandy.

By Stacey Seelig

CHIANG MAI, Thailand—
Friday, Oct. 27: Greetings to
all. It seems like a year has

passed since my last update!
Whenever I think that my life

could not get
any more crazy,
I am always
proved wrong.
It would proba-
bly be best to
stop thinking
that.

I promised
last time to
talk about my
trip to Laos, so
without further
ado I gladly begin.

The city of Luang Prabang, Laos,
has been referred to as like Chiang
Mai 40 years ago. I wasn’t here 40

years ago so that description is still a
little vague to me, but now I can pass
on a more informative description.

There are no really good roads to
take from the border to the old capi-
tal city of Laos. If you go by vehicle
(I don’t say bus because I’m not sure
but I think four-wheelers become
necessary for some travel by road) it
takes a minimum of three days.

Also, traveling in rainy season, as
we were, meant that many roads
would be washed out.

Anyway, we planned to take the
Mekong River route instead, like
most tourists and, as it turns out,
locals.

The trip down the Mekong was
beautiful. After arriving too late to
cross the border, we spent the night
in Chiang Kong and saw the sun rise
over the river the next morning: gor-
geous.

It took two days to travel to the
city, with an overnight stop at a
small village that exists, basically, to
house tourists making the trip.

Every bend in the river gave way
to a new picture-perfect view of
green hillsides and jungle dripping
down into the water.

There was small farm after farm

Thais, tourists and teachers
take time for a trip to Laos

Readers of The Journal report on their 2006
Feast of Tabernacles observances from all over

THE JOURNAL invites readers
to send in reports of their
2006 Feast of Tabernacles

observances.
Members of Churches of God

and other Sabbatarian fellowships
met at several hundred Feast sites
in 2006, with most observances
beginning the evening of Oct. 6.

You still have time to get your
report into next month’s issue of
THE JOURNAL. Mail your informa-
tion to Festival Reports, THE JOUR-
NAL, P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy,
Texas 75755, U.S.A. Or E-mail it
to info@thejournal.org. Or you
can fax it to (903) 636-9097.

Photographs as prints or E-mail
attachments are also welcomed.
Please mention the dates of your
observance and the name of the
church fellowship or affiliation, if
any, or other sponsors of the site.

Feast reporting will continue for
two more issues.

The Journal
invites readers’
Feast reports

Church of God Ministries
International begins push
GRETNA, La.—The Church of

God Ministries International,
based here, has launched a

new program for preaching the gos-
pel: a series of videos on DVDs fea-
turing Bible studies and sermons on a
variety of topics.

In the ministry’s promotional mate-
rials, Mr. Kerry compares the series
with the old Ambassador College
Bible Correspondence Course of
many years ago produced by the
Worldwide Church of God.

“That tool was the single most
effective instrument the church ever
had to convey biblical truths,” he said.

The package the ministry sends to
subscribers, at no charge, includes
DVDs with full audio and video as
well as four pages of printed lessons
and a “work sheet.”

“The studies are brief but concise,”
Mr. Kerry said. “They explain the sig-
nificant points of the sermon, yet are
small enough not to overwhelm the
potential convert.”

Speaking of converts, Mr. Kerry
mentioned that he reads in the Bible
the necessity not only of preaching
but of “making converts.”

“That is what this new Bible-study-
sermon program is designed to do.”

Mr. Kerry thinks the new materials
might be attractive to families and indi-
vidual church members who do not reg-
ularly meet with groups on the Sabbath.

Even if they do regularly meet with
other people, “most members are only
together for a few hours at a time on
the Sabbath. By being able to stop and
pick up again at a later time, groups
won’t feel compelled to try to com-
plete the study in one sitting.”

In a statement to THE JOURNAL, Mr.
Kerry said he believes Church of God

members will appreciate the studies.
“Of course I’m prejudiced,” he said,

“because we are producing it. But each
time I do them [produce the studies]
people tell me how much more they
understand by viewing the messages.”

Plans are for Mr. Kerry and the
CGMI to pro-
duce six to
eight new au-
dio-video Bible-
study sermons
each year.

“Eventually
the goal is one
per month,” he
said, “but that is
a little unrealis-
tic at this point
because of our
size.”

Mr. Kerry invites other Church of
God ministries and individuals to
cooperate with him and his ministry
in producing three- to five-minute ani-
mated videos that Internet users can
easily E-mail to their friends.

“People can write up their ideas
and send them to us, then we’ll put
them in graphic form,” he said. “That
kind of thing is the rage on the
Internet right now. We can do this
with Bible topics like the many short
videos—many of which are just
jokes—that are being sent around on
the Internet. They can be a good way
to introduce people to the Bible.

“Our goal is to try to get people
into the Bible again. We can tell the
stories from Scripture with pictures,
animation and music.”

For more information visit www.
thecogmi.org or call (504) 367-2005
or write CGMI, 1767 Stumpf Blvd.,
Gretna, La. 70056, U.S.A.

BIG SANDY, Texas—A local Church of God con-
gregation is the new sponsor of a Cub Scout
pack. In August the Church of God Big Sandy

chartered Pack 393.
Church member John Bearse of Hawkins had

approached the board of the congregation and present-
ed information about the project. The board liked the
idea and named Mr. Bearse as representative of the
charter organization.

“As the chartering organization, the congregation is
the official sponsor and provides leadership,” he said.

Members of the congregation have volunteered to ful-
fill the various positions. Joining Mr. Bearse on a lead-
ership committee are John Warren of Big Sandy (also
the church-board president) and Sharon Wilson of Tyler.

Other leadership positions are filled by Karl Wilson
of Tyler, cubmaster; Reesa Bearse of Hawkins, leader
of Tiger Den; Kimberly Walls of Tyler, Wolf Den
leader; and Penny Harris of Liberty City, Bear Den and
Webelos leader. 

“The pack was not only formed to serve the young
people in our congregation but to also serve the youth
in the community,” said Mr. Bearse.

The pack has 15 scouts. Eight are a part of the con-
gregation, and seven are not.See FAVORITES INCLUDE, page 5

See FEASTGOERS, page 4

Stacey Seelig

Tom Kerry

HAPPY FEAST—Two-year-old Grace Forrestier and her father, Clay Forrestier, attend
the Feast in Big Sandy, Texas, at one of the several sites sponsored by the Church of God
Big Sandy. The Forrestier family, including Grace’s mother, Mindy, lives in Gladewater,
Texas. For Feast reports and photos, see pages 1, 4, 5, 8, 9 and 24. [JOURNAL photo]

Church sponsors pack

HIDEAWAY, Texas—Although Frank Nelte’s
been busy writing a commentary on the whole
Bible, he took time out recently to think about

and compose an essay that will be of interest to many
readers of THE JOURNAL.

Mr. Nelte wrote “God’s Plan
for Mankind and Christ’s Re-
turn.” The original version is
about 27 letter-size pages long.

“This article says things you
have never read before,” Mr.
Nelte told THE JOURNAL. “It pre-
sents a picture drastically differ-
ent from anything that has ever
been taught in the present age of
God’s church, I believe.”

THE JOURNAL publishes a con-
densation of the essay beginning
on page 6. For the unabridged
version, see Mr. Nelte’s Web site, www.franknelte.net.

“Anyone who feels that I believe in predicting the
year of Christ’s second coming needs to read this arti-
cle,” Mr. Nelte said.

Don’t ask Frank Nelte for
the date of Jesus’ return

Frank Nelte

Photo by Don Bjoraker
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Time-sensitive
material

Please rush!

THE JOURNAL’S new
cell-phone service

FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.—
In a hurry and need to look up
the date of the month and week-
day of a feast day?

Are you ever unsure which
fish on a restaurant menu is
“clean” in the sense of Leviticus
11 and Deuteronomy 14?

Thanks to Alan Ruth, THE
JOURNAL’s Web-site manager,
this newspaper’s Web pages
offer a convenient way to access
information important to Church
of God members.

THE JOURNAL’s site has Web
pages accessible through
Web-enabled cell phones and
other mobile devices (including
PDAs) that (1) list feast-day
dates and the weekdays they fall
on for 2007-2015; (2) list fish
judged to be biblically clean; (3)
list land animals and birds
judged to be biblically clean; and
(4) list groups offering a live con-
nection to their Sabbath services.

The materials are viewable by
typing in thejournal.org (or the-
journal.org/mobile/) in their cell
phone’s Web browser.

“This new section is simple to
use, easy to read on a cell’s
screen and downloads fast,” Mr.
Ruth said.

TheJournal.org is only the
second known Church of
God–related site providing a
service to visitors using 21st-
century mobile technology,
according to Mr. Ruth.

By Dec. 31 THE JOURNAL:
NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD,
at www.thejournal.org, will have
attracted more than 365,000 visi-
tors in 2006, which is a 60 per-
cent increase in its popularity
compared to the previous year.

For information about site
advertising, visit www.
thejournal.org/ads/adrates.html.

Opposing view

PASADENA, Calif.—David
Antion of Guardian Ministries
has announced the availability of
a “synopsis article” he wrote
about the “deity of Jesus.”

Dr. Antion says his article is “a
response to the one-God theory
being widely presented among
the Churches of God.”

Dr. Antion served as the
opposing presenter at the 2004
meeting of Ken Westby’s One
God Seminars near Washington,
D.C. (see “One God Seminars
Introduce David Antion on the
Side of ‘Binity,’ ” THE JOURNAL,
June 30, 2004).

To request Dr. Antion’s synop-
sis or a series of 13 sermons as
MP3 audio files on a CD, contact
Dr. Antion at davidantion@
earthlink.net.

Should women preach?

GLENDORA, Calif.—The
Worldwide Church of God, after
a three-year study by its
doctrinal team, has concluded
that it is biblically permissible for
women to be “ordained as elders
and appointed as pastors.”

The summary paper is titled
“Women in Church Leadership,

Conclusions.” It is (obviously
erroneously) dated “December
2007.” The preface is signed by
WCG president and pastor
general Joseph Tkach Jr.

The paper concludes that the
prohibitions invoked by the apos-
tle Paul “were rooted in culture
or based on specific circum-
stances in his churches,” and the
church should not deem it nec-
essary to consider those restric-
tions as “permanent.”

“Our understanding is that the
question of whether women may
serve as elders and pastors is a
cultural question on which the
Bible doesn’t set forth a perma-
nent restriction,” the paper
states.

“The scriptures concerning
this question are cultural and
social in character, concerning
the leadership of the church in
the first century.”

The paper continues: “Since
we do not want to forbid some-
thing that the Bible does not for-
bid, we will no longer forbid
women from being ordained as
elders and appointed as pastors.

“We want churches to be
led by the best personnel avail-
able, without making unneces-
sary restrictions on who that
might be.”

The WCG is online at
www.wcg.org.

Finance matters
BIG SANDY, Texas—

According to JOURNAL publisher
Dixon Cartwright, this newspa-
per is having trouble making
ends meet.

“This has never been a money
maker for my family and me,” Mr.
Cartwright said, “but the cost of
operations is way up and it’s
been difficult for us to stay
afloat.”

To augment income, the
Cartwrights began a classified-
ad publication (now a Web site)
that publishes free and paid ads
for East Texans, but that enter-
prise is not yet a viable income
producer, the publisher said.

Also, he noted, whereas in
years past readers have donated
funds to help pay for free sub-
scriptions and supplement the
subscription costs for non-U.S.
subscribers, such donations
have drastically fallen off over
the last two years.

Therefore THE JOURNAL is invit-
ing readers to donate funds to
help pay for free subscriptions to
U.S. and non-U.S. subscribers
who request them and to help
subsidize the actual costs of for-
eign subscriptions.

“We definitely want to continue
sending subscriptions outside
the country,” he said, “but our
typical monthly cost for sending
a subscription out of this country
is $5, and almost all of that is for
postage. That’s a cost of $60 a
year, and yet we’re charging
subscribers only about $30 a
year, which in many cases is
more than they can afford.”

Anyone inclined to help out
may write THE JOURNAL at one of
the addresses listed on page 2
of each issue.

319 attend ICG Feast site at Myrtle Beach

To subscribe, simply send a check
or money order along with the sub-
scription coupon at left (or provide
the information on a plain sheet of
paper). Or now you can pay for your
JOURNAL subscription or renewal with
a credit card. (Just call 1-903-636-
9974 or write info@thejournal.org.)

Be sure to check your mailing label
for the number of issues remaining
in your subscription. If you have only
one or two or “zero” issues
remaining, we suggest mailing in
your renewal now so you don’t miss
any issues.

Contact THE JOURNAL for subscrip-
tions and renewals at Box 1020, Big
Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A., or at
the  distributors’ addresses on page
2. See also THE JOURNAL’s Web site,
at www.thejournal.org.

Thanks for reading THE JOURNAL!

The Journal:
Subscribe or renew!

Mail to: THE JOURNAL, Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas 75755, U.S.A.
Subscribe to THE JOURNAL: NEWS OF THE CHURCHES OF GOD and keep up with your
family and friends in all the groups!

Name

Address

City/state/zip or postal code/country
� New subscription  � Renewal  � Start with back issue dated ______/______
(specify any month and year from February 1997 to present). Individual back issues are
$2 each, with 2-issue minimum order. (No minimum if ordered with new sub.)
In U.S.: � $49 for 24 mo. issues  � $28 for 12 issues  � $15 for 6 issues. Non-
U.S. mailed from Big Sandy: � $51 for 24 mo. issues  � $28 for 12 issues  �
$17 for 6. For distributors in other countries, see box on page 2. Please remit in
U.S. funds drawn, if possible, on a U.S. bank.
Use a copy of this coupon or plain paper to order from THE JOURNAL or any of
our distributors. When writing or E-mailing about subscription problems,
please include phone number.

Veterans of the Feast

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C.—The
Feast here, at a site sponsored by

the Intercontinental Church of God,
started out at the end of a bikers’
week. Harley-Davidsons were every-
where. At night as we were trying to
sleep, we found ourselves, instead of
counting sheep, counting the Harleys
going by our motel.

We prayed for rain, and the
next day we got it, forcing most
of the Hogs off the streets.

Although the weather on the
first day of God’s Feast of Taber-
nacles was overcast, the smiles
and attitudes of God’s people at
Myrtle Beach were a shining
example of His way of life in
action.

Robert Nunnery began ser-
vices on the first day by playing
Lee Greenwood’s song “God
Bless the U.S.A.” All the veter-
ans of the military were asked to
stand and were joined by mem-
bers of the congregation, who
stood with them on the last verse.

Applause broke out at differ-
ent times during the ceremony.

It was a stirring, inspirational
start, with many veterans and
others in tears.

Each veteran was given a spe-
cial name tag to wear during the Feast.
The veterans were later presented with
an impressive certificate of apprecia-
tion from the church, suitable for
framing, for their military service.

The offertory followed, with spe-
cial music provided by Rachel Mon-
ger, who sang a beautiful rendition of
“The King Is Coming.”

Bernie Bercosky provided the
A.M. sermon, explaining the meaning
and purpose of God’s Feast of Taber-
nacles and empha-
sizing that we are sons
and daughters of God
living in temporary
physical tabernacles.

The P.M. service,
true to Myrtle Beach
Feast tradition, was dedicated to
“Remembering Our Roots!”

We viewed a half hour of one of
Herbert W. Armstrong’s made-for-TV
videos expounding the importance of
keeping God’s Sabbath, then a video
of a full sermon by Garner Ted Arm-
strong given during the 1999 Feast of
Tabernacles, which the congregation
enjoyed very much.

Our guest speakers during the Feast
included Mark Armstrong, speaking
once, as he had spoken at other Feast
sites, giving the update on God’s end-
time work, and Dr. James Ricks, who
was accompanied here by his wife,

Natalie. Dr. Ricks delivered inspiring
sermons on two consecutive days and
spoke to us during the Ministers’ and
Hosts’ Luncheon.

We encouraged him to come back
next year.

The weather improved throughout
the week, and by the last day of the
Feast we were enjoying downright
balmy temperatures and brilliant
sunshine.

It seemed each speaker had some-
thing a little different to add, from a
different point of view. Yet, like the
Body of Christ, each message edified
our understanding and enjoyment of
God’s precious truth.

Other inspiring sermons, split ser-
mons and sermonettes were delivered.
One of the most powerful and mean-
ingful had to be one from our Roa-
noke local elder, Aaron Adkins, on
Youth Day.

Every speaker had well-prepared,
thoughtful messages, and it was obvi-
ous that each had prayed and God had
answered with resounding and power-
ful truth.

Much of what was presented cen-
tered on preparing ourselves for the
return of Christ, becoming a more
effective Christian, developing a God-
like attitude, growing more committed
to service and God’s work, developing
leadership in our local churches and
families and keeping the wonderful
legacy of the Church of God going
and growing strong day by day.

Had any of the cofounders of God’s

work been alive and present, they
would certainly have been amazed
at how vibrant God’s church has
become.

In addition, as Mr. Armstrong com-
mented, the attitude of humility, in
particular among the servant ministry,
was a pleasant find, because it was
hard to tell the difference between the
ministry and the flock, so well has
God succeeded in blessing us with

humble, service-
minded leader-
ship and a
responsive and
teachable flock.

A t t e n d a n c e
was a bit of a sur-
prise when on
the first day of
the Feast  we
were elated to
count almost 50
more people in
attendance than
on the first day of
the 2005 Feast.

T h e  a t t e n -
dance record was
shattered on the
day Mr.  Arm-
strong visited,
with 319 in the
audience.

Attendance at
Myrtle Beach

has increased each year since Garner
Ted Armstrong’s death, and there were
many young faces, new faces and lit-
tle children joining us, which gave our
famous Myrtle Beach Feast morale
and camaraderie an additional boost.

The family dance was a big hit, as
usual, with a country-and-western-
dress theme. The dance floor stayed
crowded and energized from 7 p.m.
till midnight.

Then we all danced to “Goodnight,
Sweetheart, It’s Time to
Go,” and go we did.

Mr. Nunnery said on
more than one occasion
that the Feast ran smooth-
ly, like a well-oiled
machine, and indeed that

was so, thanks to the hours of plan-
ning, talents and efforts of so many of
God’s elect who displayed a spirit of
service the entire week.

We noted several brethren from
other groups visiting. They remarked
that it was obvious that God’s Spirit
was with us at this Feast.

The Myrtle Beach Feast is growing
every year. So go right ahead and
come down south to join us in cele-
brating God’s Feast of Tabernacles
next year. Barring the trumpet call of
our returning Christ, next year’s will
be even better! Shawn Stephens and
Jerry Clevenger.

The attendance record was
shattered on the day Mr. Armstrong

visited, with 319 in the audience.

ANGEL FIRE—Snow greeted church members who visited New
Mexico for the Feast observance at Angel Fire, which was one of
several Feast sites sponsored by the Church of God Big Sandy. For
more Feast reports and photos, see pages 1, 4, 5, 8 and 9. [Photo by
Bernie Monsalvo]

Continued from page 8


