
MOUNDS, Okla.—Two young
Church of God members
were all set to come home

from England on an Aug. 10 flight
that would-be suicide bombers had
secretly selected as a practice run for
blowing up several jetliners over the
Atlantic Ocean.

Before a terrorist or terrorists could
board the plane, British authorities
canceled hundreds of flights and
arrested 21 “main players,” all of
whom were “Muslims and British cit-
izens,” in the plot to destroy jets of
three U.S. airlines over the Atlantic.

British authorities announced that
had the attack eventually succeeded a
loss of life on an “unimaginable
scale” would have resulted.

Brittney Kurr, 19, and her brother,

Raymond Kurr, 18, from Mounds and
members of the Church of God Tulsa
Fellowship, had embarked on a three-
week trip with friends Mike Ellams,
19, and Sue Karas, 18, both from
Gloucester, England.

The Kurrs flew in to Heathrow
Airport in London from Budapest on
Aug. 9 and were set to leave on
American Airlines Flight 67 Aug. 10,
the same day British authorities say
they foiled an attempt by “British Mus-
lims” to “cause untold death and de-
struction and to commit, quite frankly,
mass murder,” in the words of Paul
Stephenson, a British police official.

Authorities said the “principal
characters” planned to smuggle ex-
plosives onto jets in hand luggage of
three flights, on American, United and

Continental planes, from England to
New York, Washington and Cali-
fornia.

To prepare for the bombings, the 21
people arrested had allegedly sched-
uled practice runs over the Atlantic for
Aug. 10.

When Raymond and Brittney Kurr
arrived at Heathrow they immediately
began to sense that something was
wrong.

“We made it to the airport,” Miss
Kurr said, “and there were so many
people there, it was just so packed. 

“And then a lady came up to us and
asked us what flight we were on, and
she said our flight had been canceled
and we should leave the airport imme-
diately.
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By John Warren

TYLER, Texas—Jessica Wil-
son, 22, of Tyler has volun-
teered for a 27-month com-

mitment to the Peace Corps, in
which she will serve as a health
worker in the East African country
of Uganda.

Uganda is a landlocked nation
bordered by the Sudan, Kenya,
Tanzania, Rwanda and Congo and
includes a substantial part of Lake
Victoria. The capital of Uganda is
Kampala.

The estimat-
ed population
of Uganda to-
taled 24.7 mil-
lion in a 2002
census.

Miss  Wil-
son’s service
begins  with
three months
of training in
Uganda and
wil l  include
language, culture and technical
classes.

“During that time I’ll be living
with a host family,” she said. “At the
end of the training I will get my ser-
vice assignment and move to my

new job site, where I will live for the
next two years.”

THE JOURNAL asked Miss Wilson
if she knows what her duties will be. 

“Each Peace Corps position is
unique,” she said. “I won’t know
what my duties are until I get my
assignment. Being a health volun-
teer can involve a lot of things,
including HIV-AIDS education,
nutrition programs, water and sani-
tation development and maternity-
health initiatives, to name a few.”

The average age in Uganda is 15,
the lowest in the world, and the
average life expectancy is 43.81
years, according to the census.

JOURNAL readers met Miss Wil-
son in 2004 when she wrote reports
from Thailand, where she was vol-
unteering with the Legacy Institute
from October of that year until
March 2005. Her duties at Legacy
included teaching reading, writing,
speech, health, computer, music,
sports and choir.

This writer asked Miss Wilson if
her service in Thailand had prepared
her for the Peace Corps.

“My time in Thailand gave me the
great experience of living and work-
ing in a culture very different from

Experienced volunteer to serve
with Peace Corps in Uganda

Two young COG members come close to flying
home with a suicide terrorist making a dry run

BIG SANDY, Texas—The
owners of the former Am-
bassador University cam-

pus in Big Sandy have announced
that beginning Sept. 8 they will
auction off thousands of books
still housed in the former Roy
Hammer Library.

According to a press release
authorized by the current owner,
ALERT, a branch of the Institute
in Basic Life Principles, the auc-
tion will take place over three
months “using a revolutionary
Internet and live-auction model.”

The library has remained un-
used and locked up since the final
year of Ambassador, 1997.

About 90,000 books are on the
block, along with an extensive in-
ventory of periodicals, furniture
and fixtures.

For more information go to
www.cnybookauctions.com, or
call Dave Hall at (607) 279-1182.

For sale by
owner: AU

library books

EVENTFUL TRIP—Brittney and Raymond Kurr of Mounds, Okla., stand in front
of a palace in Prague, Czech Republic, during a visit to Europe that concluded with
a bomb scare at Heathrow Airport in London. See the article beginning on this
page. See a related photo on page 18. [Photo courtesy Brittney Kurr]

2006 rainy season doesn’t
dampen learning at Legacy

The following is a report from a 24-
year-old Church of God member who
traveled to the International Leader-
ship Training Center, operated by
Legacy Institute, in Chiang Mai,
Thailand. Miss Seelig serves there
with the aid of a scholarship from the
Church of God Cincinnati and the
Church of God Big Sandy.

By Stacey Seelig

CHIANG MAI, Thailand—Tues-
day, Aug. 1, 2006: Sa-wa-dee
Kha! The rainy season has

officially begun!
At the beginning of August I

thought we were into the rainy season
because it rained for a couple of min-
utes at least once a day.

Ha! What was I thinking? The wall
the students were building down the
bank of the river at the “farm” to keep
the river from washing the bank away
was for a good reason after all. The
river has risen so much (before, I couldn’t
even see the water, which stood at a
level below the tall grasses in the river)
that it covers most of what the students
built. Only the last tier is visible.

It rains every day still, but it
doesn’t rain for 15 minutes and then
stop. Now it rains for hours and then
it gets lighter before raining for a few
more hours.

Eventually I will find a poncho so
that the rain will be no further hin-
drance to my communication.

Best-laid plans
It is pretty difficult to get used to

the fact that it doesn’t matter how
well you plan. It doesn’t matter how
many contingencies to that plan you
have made. Whatever you plan for
will go wrong. I am not the conductor

of this train. Instead, I am learning to
take opportunities as they arise.

I thought that today I would plan to
go to the farm after lunch because that
would give me four hours of time to
E-mail and do research on the
Internet.

However, when I got here I opened
the refrigerator door to get myself a

glass of pineap-
ple juice and im-
mediately real-
ized that the
power was off.

This was not
good. I had al-
ready taken the
books from my
desk to my apart-
ment that I need-
ed to plan my
classes ,  so I

couldn’t do that while I waited to see
if the power came back on. I couldn’t
work on my Thai because I didn’t
have that book with me either.

Both of these, along with finishing
the journalism-class newsletter, were
things I wanted to get done today.
Instead, I had to take the opportunity
to read the book that I am currently
working through.

About food
Okay, I promised to talk food and I

will not disappoint. After last night I
have the perfect jump-off point too.
We had a crazy dessert last night and I
have to say that the purpose of most of
the ingredients was texture, because
I’m pretty sure taste was not the prior-
ity. It consisted of—get this—kidney
beans, cooked barley, water chestnuts,
coconut, mango, ice (not rice) and

The writer attends the Church of God Kansas City.
Angie Kelley assisted with this article. See also “30
Years Later, Classmates Look About the Same,” at right.

By Paula Frazee

INDEPENDENCE, Mo.—The Ambassador College,
Big Sandy, Class of 1976 had
its 30-year reunion Aug. 4-6

in Winter Park, Colo.
Forty-three classmates and

family members (all following
varying religious paths) spent a
beautiful, peaceful, fun-filled
weekend together at the Vintage
Resort reconnecting and remi-
niscing.

A welcome reception on Fri-
day evening sponsored by Tim
and Angie Kelley of Hawkins,
Texas, kicked off the weekend. Attendees enjoyed
wine and snacks while looking over pictures, memora-
bilia and copies of The Portfolio, the AC student news-
paper, from their college years.

AC Big Sandy class
reunites after 30 years

The writer has been a Church of God member since
1971, currently attending with the Church of God
Kansas City. See also “AC Big Sandy Class Reunites
After 30 Years,” at left.

By Lenny Cacchio

LEE’S SUMMIT, Mo.—As Mordecai said to
Esther, who knows wheth-
er we have come to the

kingdom for such a time as this?
Thirty years ago I thought I

would be old by now, and I guess
I am. But, having returned from
my 30-year college reunion
(Class of 1976, Ambassador Col-
lege, Big Sandy), I am flabber-
gasted that my schoolmates by
and large didn’t look all that much
different.

As I walked into the reception
room in Winter Park, Colo., a
onetime and still-young-looking classmate told me I
hadn’t changed a bit as her friend proceeded to attach
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30 years later, classmates
look about the same



Back in Philadelphia

Arecent issue of THE JOURNAL
has much to say about disfel-
lowshipping and marking of

what the churches call dissidents,
causing division, etc. [see “Disfel-
lowshipped Elder Requests Apology
From Church” and “Disfellowship-
pers Should Take a Break,” THE
JOURNAL, April 30].

I have supported God’s church for 45
years, and I still support God’s church.

The law used by the Churches of God
today to disfellowship members is a cor-
ruption of the Law of Witnesses Christ
restored in His church through His
Elijah.

The Law of Witnesses is a great law
that protects ministers’ credibility from
abuse. This same law also protects
church members from unscrupulous
ministers. God is not a respecter of per-
sons. I could not say the same about
some ministers.

About nine years ago at the second
Feast of Tabernacles I attended in the
Philadelphia Church of God, I was sum-
moned to appear before the Feast coor-
dinator. No reason was given. So I said
to friends I was with: “I smell a rat here.
I believe I will need witnesses” (as
required by the Law of Witnesses).

When asked, my friends readily
agreed. When going to the interview I
was confronted about why I had my
companions with me. My reply: “These
are my witnesses!”

When we faced the minister, I was
charged with calling my accuser names.
To which I replied: “I have my witness-
es” (as required by the Law of Wit-
nesses). “Bring in my accusers and let
them accuse me to my face.”

My accusers were people I had never
met, let alone got to know. Caught off
guard, they did not have the time to
coordinate their charges. The charges
against me did not stand, because their
witness did not agree. This is a case of
the Law of Witnesses being used to
thwart an unscrupulous minister.

A.D. 2003 was my final Feast of
Tabernacles with the PCG. I was to con-
front this same minister again. This time
I was one of the witnesses.

This time there was a vendetta
between this same minister and another
minister who was a very popular minis-
ter who built the church up that he was
shepherding to become the largest coun-
try church in Australia, and Australia is
a big country.

He was told by the minister he was
disfellowshipped for causing division in
the church, and he was summoned to
appear before this minister following the
afternoon service of the last day of the
Feast of Tabernacles.

I had got to know this minister very
well and, having been told of the ani-
mosity that existed between these two
men, had told him, “Never go into a
summonsing to appear without witness-
es” (in accordance with the Law of
Witnesses).

He remembered what I had told him,
and he asked me would I be one of his
witnesses, to which I readily agreed.

When it became time for this minister
to go into the summonsing, I was stand-
ing near the accused.

When his accuser came along and
asked the accused, “What are these men
doing here?,” referring to the accused’s
witnesses, I answered that question,
“We are the accused’s witnesses!”

To which he replied, “We do not need
witnesses!”

I responded, “Without witnesses you
can say whatever you like.”

To which he said to me, “Are you
saying that I would do that?”

To which I replied, “No! But it can be
done!”

Now he left us and went to consult
with his assistant minister. Soon he
returned. Now the charge against my
friend was downgraded. They were now
having a counseling session with the
accused, which did away with the
accused’s witnesses.

After the service I went to the motel
where I was staying. I was informed by
the accused that he would call and tell
me how the counseling session went
after it was over.

About 7 p.m. the accused came to my
motel. He told me the counseling ses-
sion went very well. The differences
were all settled. He was no longer dis-
fellowshipped, and they all shook hands.

I replied, “A thousand will believe
him, but I will not.”

This was my second encounter with
the accuser. Next morning, on the Last
Great Day, the accuser confronted me
and asked me had I been talking to the
accused this morning, to which I replied,
“No, I have not!”

So he repeated what the accused told
me, and we also shook hands. I did not
meet the accused on the Last Great Day.

Three weeks later at 11 a.m. I re-
ceived a phone call from the accused.
He had just received a call from his
accuser to tell him he was disfellow-
shipped and marked for causing division
and divulging what was confidential at
the counseling session.

I will add that the accused was now
living more than 120 miles from his
church and he had not come in contact
with any of the members during that time.

The accuser was no longer dealing
with the accused’s witnesses. As I sus-
pected, as soon as the accused returned
to his home, the accuser rang him and
disfellowshipped and marked him by
telephone.

A few days later I was also to receive
an expected phone call, disfellowship-
ping and marking me, because I was a
witness for a minister, as is required by
the Law of Witnesses.

I use the example quoted here to
show that the Law of Witnesses, when
implemented as God intended, is an
excellent law and protects both minis-
ters and lay members. God is not a
respecter of persons.

Unfortunately, too many ministers
and members use the Law of Witnesses
as a club to inflate their own egos.

The Law of Witnesses has not been
properly used since the death of the
Elijah. Unfortunately, it has been abused
rather than used correctly.

Vic Kapernick
Morgan, Australia

Try these tips
I came into the World-

wide Church of God in
1964 when it was grow-

ing 30 percent per year.
Contrast that with the
stagnat ion in  the

Churches of God for
the past decade. Even off-

shoot groups with multi-
million-dollar budgets have
little growth.

First let’s acknowledge
that the doctrines of keeping
Saturday instead of Sunday,
and holy days instead of hol-

idays, are obstacles that can be over-
come, as evidenced by years of former
growth in Worldwide.

Let’s examine three factors that pro-
duced growth. By looking at those we
may find some solutions to today’s lack
of growth.

Personal evangelism: Ron Dart
points out that even when the WCG was
spending millions of evangelism dollars
a year 50 percent of new members
resulted from the efforts of existing
members. This was in spite of the fact
that personal evangelism was strictly
discouraged. What if personal evange-
lism had instead been encouraged?

What is the lesson for us? Personal
evangelism should still work. An imped-
iment today, however, is that Americans
are richer—dare I say spoiled?—so that
rented facilities are not attractive to them.
Thus the need for church buildings. This
member has written about that before.

Message to those of Bible back-
ground: Looking at the NT church, we
can see much of its audience was Jews
who had Bible knowledge. The focus to
them was easier: Their Messiah had
come, had died and was resurrected.

What is the lesson for us? John Clay-
ton (of Does God Exist?) put it well:
“Evangelism was simpler years ago
when Christian principles were assumed
and the Christian worldview was pre-
dominant. But that is not the case today.
Pluralism rules. All religions are seen as
legitimate and all roads lead to the same
God. Your truth may not be my truth, but
they are both equally true. There are no
more absolutes.”

What to do? Such doctrines as all will

have a chance (God will not burn little
babies or nice Uncle Bob forever in hell-
fire), the Sabbath, the holy days—all
those instead of negatives can be pro-
claimed as positives. Why say that?
Precisely because they separate us from
the crowd.

To the gentiles: The NT approach
was different to those with no Bible
background. They had to be taught
things Jews already knew. At Mars Hill
Paul said he represented the unknown
god and then went on to teach about the
Creator. This was something his gentile
audience grasped because “some men
believed, joining themselves to him
[Paul].” Likewise at Lycaonia Paul
preached God as Creator of all things.

What is the lesson for us? Creation is
an effective way to reach people with lit-
tle Bible knowledge. Even Christians
appreciate creation reinforcement be-
cause evolution dominates our culture.
During the period of its great growth the
WCG produced many programs and
booklets about creation. Significant? It
may be.

A logical presentation of facts: Do
you notice a common thread in those
three past successes? They all persuaded
people with logical information.

All throughout Acts the apostles
preached logic. Today we have many
more paths to disseminate logical argu-
ments than the apostles did. Most long-
time members (like me) were persuaded
by logical facts in booklets.

Are we distributing all the booklets
we can? Are we using enough local
radio and TV? How about ads offering
booklets? Are our Web sites full of logi-
cal arguments for our strange beliefs?

A puzzle is that many members who
no longer have to pay for an expensive
headquarters should be able to do more

local evangelism. But is it being done?
Brethren, the status quo hasn’t

worked well for years. Can we do bet-
ter? Might this letter start a dialogue of
ideas and success stories?

C. Frazier Spencer
Anderson, Ind.

Second death
Most professing Christians believe

that someday all evil people will be
thrown alive into a blazing hellfire.

Which brings us to the second death.
Could it be that everyone will experi-
ence two deaths?

Romans 6:4 says we are “buried with
him [Jesus] by baptism unto death.”
That’s No. 1. Is it not true that every-
body dies and is put in the grave? That’s
No. 2, the second death.

At what point will the evil people be
thrown into hellfire?

Oh, well, maybe there’ll be a third

death. After all, there was a time when
we were told there would be a third res-
urrection.

Most people in and out of the Church
of God couldn’t care less about such
frivolous questions and ideas.

Do you believe in the second death?
Paul J. Herrmann

Metairie, La.

Feast announcement
My wife, daughter and I are keeping

the Feast this year according to the 364-
day calendar, as we have done for the
last three years: Wednesday, Oct. 4, to
Wednesday the 11th (LGD) (which has
some overlap with the lunar FOT this
year) in Destin, Fla.

(For a free copy of The Calendar of
Christ and Moses, a 49-page E-book,
request at wansley@c-gate.net.)

I am working on my sermons and
looking for parking volunteers, and my
wife is in charge of the nursery and ice-
cream social dance, and my daughter
will handle the choir, special music and
the talent show.

I will take up an offering on the first
and last days. Since my daughter is 3
years old, I don’t know which special
toy she will put in the offering plate as it
passes by.

Although it looks like there will be no
hurricane problems threatening Destin
this year, with just the three of us in
attendance I feel strongly that seating
will not be a problem.

Our site does not allow outsiders to
attend, but we will consider attending
other sites if invited to preach.

W. Robin Wansley
Via the Internet

The family of God!
I very much appreciated Eric Snow’s

article “Can Christians Actually Be-

come God?” (THE JOURNAL, July 31),
pointing out the true human potential,
which is indeed nothing less than to
become what God is, (a) God (being).

I have no doubt that Mr. Snow fully
understands that we are not, in fact
cannot, become what or who someone
else already is. God the Father is God
the Father, the firstborn Son is the first-
born Son, and you and I can (only)
become additional children in the ONE
GOD family.

Those who deny that God is and/or
has a family have no right to call God
their Father, have no right to call Jesus
their elder brother, have no right to call
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Alan Isaacson is a nom de plume of
a former Worldwide Church of God
member of Hebraic extraction. The
opinions expressed herein are solely
and exclusively those of the author
and are not intended to represent the
official views of any church, denomi-
nation, organization or other entity.
Mr. Isaacson writes here specifically
for readers of THE JOURNAL.

By Alan Isaacson

The July-August issue of Plain
Truth: Christianity Without Re-
ligion, a magazine formerly

presided over by the late Herbert W.
Armstrong and formerly published by
Mr. Armstrong’s Worldwide Church
of God and his successors, contains a
stunning article discussing religion
and public policy.

This article, by any standard, dis-
tances the magazine—now put out by
an independent organization called
Plain Truth Ministries, or PTM—from
its past owner’s focus on current events,
prophecy and friendliness towards, if
not support for, the state of Israel, a
majority of whose citizens are Jews.

Then and now
Mr. Armstrong, as many readers of

THE JOURNAL will recall, was on friend-
ly terms with several Israeli prime min-

isters, cabinet members, members of
the Knesset and, of course, the late
Teddy Kollek, Jerusalem’s mayor.

Mr. Armstrong’s church’s Ambassa-
dor College supported several archae-
ological digs in Israel as well as in
Jordan, with whose leaders Mr.
Armstrong was also friendly. If
memory serves, there is a
Herbert W. Armstrong Park in a
tiny corner of Jerusalem.

Not many years ago the
current PTM leaders hosted
an extravagant display of
Israeli-supplied artifacts
and replicas of ancient
Jerusalem in a display at
the then-WCG’s cam-
pus in Pasadena.

Local ministers and
celebrities were invit-
ed—conservative Afri-
can-American activist
Star Parker among them
—and much was made by
the then-WCG employees and event
hosts of the desirability of Israel as a
Christian-tourism destination.

That was then and this is now, if
Greg Albrecht’s disjointed diatribe is
to be believed.

Attack on dispensationalism
“Flaws and Fallacies of Plugging

Headlines Into the Bible” is an attack
on dispensationalism, “Christian Zi-
onism,” the state of Israel, Jews who
like evangelicals, evangelicals who

like Jews, Seventh-day Adven-
tists, J.N. Darby, C.I. Scofield,
Pat Robertson, Hal Lindsey
and other folks such as U.S.

President G.W. Bush.
Whatever one may think of

any of the above, one might hope
that each would be given respect-
ful treatment in a critical article.
Instead, Mr. Albrecht resorts to
what might well be seen as

breathtaking, if not incendiary,
language. A few examples:

“The harmonious rela-
tionship between the nation of

Israel and evangelical Christians
remains one of the most bewildering
of all religious mysteries.”

“Jews obviously welcome evan-
gelical, political and economic sup-
port for Israel. Yet Jews remain both
puzzled and offended by the fact that
the same people who relentlessly sup-
port them are convicted that the peo-
ple of God of the Old Testament are
going to hell for eternity.”

“Many evangelical Christians of-
fer unquestioning support of the na-
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By Kathleen McCann

MILTON KEYNES, En-
gland—Those of us who
have read publications by

Herbert W. Armstrong will remem-
ber that he used to teach that the
modern identity of the tribes of
Israel may be found in Britain,
America, other parts of the English-
s p e a k i n g
world and sev-
eral European
countries.

Recently I
have read lit-
erature pub-
lished by the
British-Israel-
World Federa-
tion (BIWF),
and I feel it is
valuable to consider some of what
the federation teaches because it has
a certain synergy with what Mr.
Armstrong used to teach.

Whether Mr. Armstrong plagia-
rized the work of the BIWF is a con-
troversial issue for some former
members of the Worldwide Church of
God, but it does not concern me here.
It is sufficient for my purpose that the
migrations of the Israelite people are
well documented in history.

Israelite people cause event
The British-Israel-World Fed-

eration sees the Israelite people as
of primary importance to the plan
of God. Where we, like them, see
the plan of God culminating in the
millennial rule of Christ on earth,
the BIWF sees the Israelite people
as fundamental in bringing about
that event.

Jesus said, “I was not sent except
to the lost sheep of the house of
Israel” (Matthew 15:24). In other
words, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.”

Earlier Jesus had commanded His
disciples to take the good news of
the Kingdom of Heaven to the
Israelite nations, not to the gentiles.

“Do not go into the way of the

Gentiles, and do not enter a city of
the Samaritans. But go rather to the
lost sheep of the house of Israel. And
as you go, preach, saying, ‘The
kingdom of heaven is at hand’ ”
(Matthew 10:6).

As we know, gentiles refers gen-
erally to nations other than Jewish.
The Israelite people had become dis-
persed among the nations.

With the death and resurrection of
Christ, salvation was available to the
whole world, not only to Jews. So
why was Jesus so concerned to reach
the people who had been Israelites
before they were taken into captivity
by Assyria in 732-700 B.C.?

Retained identity
As we know, when they were

released from Assyria they dispersed
around the Black Sea and then
migrated northwestwards towards
Europe and east towards the Indian
subcontinent. Had the Lord lost
interest in them until the day would
come ultimately when, after the Sec-
ond Coming, the Israelites would be
brought together again in the area of
Palestine?

But Scripture says, “He who
keeps Israel shall neither slumber
nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4). The Lord
loved Jacob and had no intention of
letting his descendants disappear
from view.

There is good reason that the for-
mer Israelites never completely lost
their identity, and Jesus wanted the
disciples to leave Judea and seek
them out. He still had work for them
to do.

The Lord’s purpose in working
with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob was
from the beginning to prepare a ser-
vant nation that would set an exam-
ple of right living to the world.

“But you, Israel, are My servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen . . .”
(Isaiah 41:8).

The entire chapter of Isaiah 41
speaks of the descendants of Abra-
ham being in the “coastlands” and
being upheld and used by the Lord
as He brings life back to a barren
world.

In what way was Israel to be the
Lord’s servant and fulfill His pur-
pose?

Why is Israel important?

Kathleen McCann
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By Dave Havir

BIG SANDY, Texas—For a
number of decades now people
in business and service organi-

zations have discussed and practiced
the concept of servant leadership.

The purpose of this article is to ask
whether there is ever a time for ser-
vant leaders to show tough love.

But before we enter that discussion
I want to remind you that believers are
not always trapped in situations where
leaders use the idea of tough love to
control people.

If you live in a society that has a
dictatorship and obvious slavery, you
may be trapped. However, if you live
in a society that promotes a certain
amount of freedom, you do have
choices in your life.

Trapped in one area
Let’s quickly look at four areas of

life where a person should encounter
servant leadership.

Probably the first area of life
where a person should see servant lead-
ership is also the area of life where a
person does not have many choices.

Children are basically stuck with
the parenting style of their parents.
Children are not in a position to leave
their family, and only under severe cir-
cumstances should an outside agency
remove children from a home.

Let’s hope that a child experiences
the servant leadership discussed in the
Bible.

The next three areas are also situa-
tions where servant leadership should
be experienced, but these areas pro-
vide more opportunities for a person
to change his circumstances.

Let’s hope that believers find ser-
vant leadership in their marriages.
While God intends for marriages to
stay together, He has allowed for bib-
lical exceptions. Even when a spouse
has the right to leave a marriage, it is
rarely an easy and painless decision.

Let’s hope that believers find ser-
vant leadership in their employment
situations. If you do not have an ideal
situation, consider all the factors

before changing employment. (By the
way, this decision is easier than leav-
ing a marriage.)

Let’s hope that believers find ser-
vant leadership in their congregational
settings. If you do not have an ideal sit-
uation, consider all the factors before
changing congregations. (By the way,
this decision is easier than leaving a
marriage or changing employment.)

Servants be tough?
Now let’s go back to the discussion

about whether a servant leader can
demonstrate tough love.

It is easy to see the
extremes of life. Some
people are so tough that
they are actually mean
and cruel. Other people
are so tender that they
don’t stand for any stan-
dards in life.

People who practice
those extreme behaviors in
the name of love give the
concept of love a bad name.
However, we have a perfect
example of tough love. His
name is Jesus Christ.

In Luke 19 we see the contrast of
Jesus’ loving approach. In verses 41-44
we see the tender side of Jesus. In vers-
es 45-46 we see the tough side of Jesus.

Although we have more examples
of Jesus’ tender side, we do have a few
examples of His tough side. Here are
two examples: We have an example
early in His ministry (John 2:13-16),
and we have an example later in His
ministry (Matthew 23:1-33).

Practicing servant leadership is about
serving needs.

And sometimes there is a need to
demonstrate tough love.

Reference works
In an effort to help you study the

subject, I would like to recommend
two books.

In his book The Strong-Willed Child,
James Dobson discusses two important
concepts about helping children. He
says that parents should “shape the will”
and “protect the spirit.”

While this is great advice for how to
deal with children, it also applies for
demonstrating tough love with adults.

On page 78 he writes: “. . . My
point is that the will is malleable. It
can and should be molded and pol-
ished—not to make a robot of a child
for our selfish purposes, but to give
him the ability to control his own
impulses and exercise self-discipline
later in life. In fact, we have a God-
given responsibility as parents to
shape the will in the manner described
in the previous chapter.

“On the other hand (and let me give
this paragraph the strongest possible
emphasis), the spirit of a child is a

million times more vulnera-
ble than his will. It is a del-
icate flower that can be
crushed and broken all too
easily (and even uninten-
tionally) . . .”

In their book The Two
Sides of Love, Gary
Smalley and John Trent
discuss the range of the

subject of love and how
to demonstrate the full
scope of love.

On page 6 they write:
“It’s essential that we

learn to balance love’s two sides if we
want to communicate the deepest,
most meaningful kind of love.”

On page 7: “Hardside love is doing
what’s best for another person regard-
less of the cost. Held in balance, it’s
the ability to be consistent, to disci-
pline, to protect, to challenge and to
correct.

“It’s the strength a mother needs to
stand up to a defiant two-year-old
instead of caving in to his immature
demands. It’s the courage of a father
who risks his relationship with his
daughter to point out how far she’s
wandered from the Lord.”

A few paragraphs later they con-
tinue:

“Softside love is a tenderness that
grows to be the same color as uncon-
ditional love. When held in balance, it
manifests characteristics like compas-
sion, sensitivity, patience and under-
standing.”

On page 10 they write: “Until we
learn to love others the way God loved
us—with both of love’s sides—we’ll
never have the kind of relationships
that reflect the nature of God.”

Do servant leaders ever show tough love?

PTM attacks dispensationalism, Christian
Zionism and Israel, all for no valid reason 

See NONDISPENSATIONALIST, page 5

See BIWF TRACES, page 18
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By Jonathan Sjordal

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va.—
The Fourth Commandment is
clear: We are to abstain from

doing our labor on the seventh day of
the week, the Sabbath day:

“Remember the sabbath day, to
keep it holy. Six days shalt thou
labour, and do
all thy work: But
the seventh day
is the sabbath of
YHWH thy God:
in it thou shalt
not do any work,
thou, nor thy son,
nor thy daughter,
thy manservant,
nor thy maid-
servant, nor thy
cattle, nor thy
stranger that is within thy gates: for in
six days YHWH made heaven and
earth, the sea, and all that in them is,
and rested the seventh day: wherefore
YHWH blessed the sabbath day, and
hallowed it” (Exodus 20:8-11).

For those who wish to heed the
words of our Father in heaven who
gave us His laws, the following discus-
sion pertains to how to obey the sev-
enth-day-Sabbath command of our
Creator, not how to replace or ignore it.

Abstaining from work
The Sabbath-day command is for

the master as well as the servant. The
master is to cease from his labors and
not compel his servants nor even his
beasts to labor on the Sabbath day. It is
a day to devote to our Creator, the one
day in seven that we give to our
Father, as He commanded us.

Abstaining from work on the Sab-
bath day can cause employment diffi-
culties. You may lose your job or not
even get hired in the first place.

But persistence will pay off, and in
our modern society you can find a way
to make a living that allows you not to
work on the seventh day.

Yet this was not always so.

Animals have to eat
What about feeding the animals?
Most of the population of ancient

Israel were farmers. They raised ani-
mals for meat and wool and for sacri-
fices and used animals to plow their
fields. They had to feed and water the
animals (which is real work!) on the
Sabbath day.

Even the ultrarighteous-appearing
scribes and Pharisees were aware of
this fact of life. When the ruler of the
synagogue chastised Yahoshua (the
Hebrew name translated “Jesus” in
English) for healing on the Sabbath
day, our Messiah put him in his prop-
er place:

“The Lord then answered him, and
said, Thou hypocrite, doth not each
one of you on the sabbath loose his ox
or his ass from the stall, and lead him
away to watering?” (Luke 13:15).

Don’t fall into the ignorance of city
people in thinking that the animals
were all out in the fields grazing and
finding their own water so there was
no need to care for them on the Sab-
bath day. That is true only for some
animals and not at all true in the win-
ter. Animals must be fed, and cows
and goats must be milked (twice
daily), even on the Sabbath day.

Even animals that are out in the far
pastures grazing had a shepherd to
protect them from lions and bears. Did
the shepherd simply take the day off
on the Sabbath day so the lions and
bears could dine in peace?

As with the other elements of this
issue, we must account for reality to
make sense of the whole thing.

Some work still necessary
In our modern society, with most of

us not having animals to care for, it is

relatively easy to forget that there is
some work that must be done on the
Sabbath day. We have become shel-
tered from reality in these days when
we have so many specialized jobs.

We might well live our whole lives
without having a job that requires nec-
essary work on the Sabbath day.

What is the test for which work is
necessary?

The famous ox-in-a-ditch passage
sheds some light:

“And Yahoshua answering spake
unto the lawyers and Pharisees, say-
ing, Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath
day? And they held their peace. And
he took him, and healed him, and let
him go; and answered them, saying,
Which of you shall have an ass or an
ox fallen into a pit, and will not
straightway pull him out on the sab-
bath day?” (Luke 14:3-5).

Question: Why could the ox be
pulled out of the pit (a huge amount of
work) on the Sabbath day?

Answer: Because it was necessary.
It was something that could not be
done yesterday or tomorrow (the ox
might be dead by then).

He that hath an ear
The scribes and Pharisees were

constantly trying to find ways to trip
up Yahoshua, to trap him in his words
or accuse him of some unlawful
action.

On one occasion they noticed the
disciples plucking and eating ears of

corn on the Sabbath day.
“Behold, thy disciples do that

which is not lawful to do upon the sab-
bath day,” they complained.

But Yahoshua replied to them:
“Have ye not read what David did,
when he was an hungred, and they that
were with him; how he entered into
the house of God, and did eat the
shewbread, which was not lawful for
him to eat, neither for them which
were with him, but only for the
priests? Or have ye not read in the law,
how that on the sabbath days the
priests in the temple profane the sab-
bath, and are blameless? But I say
unto you, That in this place is one
greater than the temple. But if ye had
known what this meaneth, I will have
mercy, and not sacrifice, ye would not
have condemned the guiltless. For the
Son of man is Lord even of the sab-
bath day” (Matthew 12:1-8).

The Pharisees’ accusation of break-
ing the Fourth Commandment was a
false accusation. The disciples were
not breaking the law (Hebrew torah)
of the Sabbath day by feeding them-
selves. They were not doing the work
of harvesting or causing someone else
to do it on their behalf.

The Pharisees had created their own
law (the traditions of men that our Mes-
siah so roundly condemned) that pro-
hibited far more than the Torah had. It
appeared that the disciples were break-
ing the Fourth Commandment, but a
closer look revealed that this was not so.

The law of the showbread
In a similar manner, our Messiah

quoted two other examples from the
Old Testament where it appeared that
men of God had broken the Sabbath-
day command. David appeared to
have broken the law of the showbread
that was to be before YHWH continu-
ally. Indeed, had David taken the
showbread from before the altar, he
would have transgressed the Torah.

But the account in 1 Samuel 21
states that the bread had just been re-
placed that day (which was a Sabbath
day) by the fresh bread that replaced
the old bread every Sabbath day. So
David’s action did not break the torah
of the showbread, for the new show-
bread had been placed before the altar
that very day.

In the other example Yahoshua
used, he reminded the Pharisees that
on the Sabbath days the priests in the
temple profane the sabbath, which is
to say they do the temple work that is
commanded of them.

Again, though what the priests did
was work, it was work that was com-
manded by YHWH Himself and
therefore did not break the Sabbath-
day commandment. Yahoshua contin-
ually reminded the Pharisees that he
and his disciples kept the Torah, not
the vain traditions of men.

Do you obey the Fourth Command-
ment? How do you feel about work on
the Sabbath day? You may surprise your-
self. Take the Sabbath-day-work test:

Don’t just stand there
It’s Sabbath-day morning, and . . .

Your house is on fire. You get
everyone out of the house, and you’re
standing on the lawn with your cell
phone in your hand. Do you call the
fire department?

Your daughter has eaten some lit-
tle red berries she found on a bush in
the yard. She’s complaining about ter-
rible pain in her stomach. Do you call
the poison-control hotline?

An armed burglar breaks into
your house. You manage to disarm
him and tie him to a chair. Do you call
the police?

Your husband has chest pains.
His left arm is feeling numb. Do you
take him to the emergency room?

You hear reported on the radio a
violent uprising near the Mexican
border in which American citizens are
being killed hour by hour. Do you ap-
prove of our border-patrol agents
fighting to save the lives of the Amer-
ican citizens who are in the path of the
killers?

You are on your way to church
and you lose control of your car. Your
husband is ejected and badly injured.
The paramedics show up. Do you allow
them to save your husband’s life?

Your wife is seriously ill and
has been in the hospital for five days.
Do you keep the IVs in and allow
the nurses to care for her throughout
the day?

The winter weather caused you
to keep all your farm animals in the
barn. Do you feed them and milk the
cows?

For whom is the Sabbath?
The command to cease from your

labor on the Sabbath day is not sepa-
rated from the reality of the human
condition. Some functions are neces-
sary for people to live. As our Messiah
said, the Sabbath was made for man
and not man for the Sabbath.

Disobeying the Sabbath-day com-
mand is sin. But it is also sin to make
an idol out of the Sabbath day, putting
the Sabbath day before all else, in-
cluding putting it before helping peo-
ple by doing necessary work.

What defines “necessary”? Is a
waitress performing necessary work
when she serves food to patrons on the
Sabbath day?

What would happen if waitresses
didn’t work and restaurants were to
shut down on the Sabbath day? Would
anyone be hurt?

Even if the restaurant is one’s only
source of food (an unlikely proposi-
tion), fasting won’t hurt you and
might even give you incentive to
use the preparation day (the day
before the Sabbath day) for its intend-
ed purpose.

If it can be done yesterday or to-
morrow without any serious conse-
quences, it is work that is not neces-
sary on the Sabbath day.

One measure of how necessary
these functions are is to consider the
behavior of devout Sabbath-keepers.

Such people would never shop, mow
the lawn, go to the office to work or
even go out to eat on the Sabbath day.

But they would (and do!) depend
upon and call upon the people who do
these necessary functions when there
is a need for them.

How many questions did you
answer “yes” in the test above? How
do you feel about your approval of
other people working for you on the
Sabbath day?

Fire can’t wait
We expect (and even demand) that

people who work in these professions
stay on duty, even during the Sabbath
day. If we had a need for any of these
people to help us on the Sabbath day,
would we not call upon them for help?

Of course we would. If our house is
on fire on the Sabbath day, any of us
would call the firefighters to help. We
expect, and insist upon, their help be-
cause the fire can’t wait until tomorrow.

If you have a serious injury, you go
to the emergency room at the hospital.
You fully expect there will be trained
people there to help you. It would be
folly to shut down the ER and put out
a sign saying that injured people and
mothers in labor should come back
tomorrow for help. In some cases,
waiting until tomorrow would mean
greater injury or even death.

And what about the gravely ill who
are already lying in the hospital?
Should the doctors and nurses self-

righteously go home for the Sabbath
day and not care for these people?

Our thoughts and reality
As always, elitist thinking falls

apart when confronted with reality.
While insisting that these functions

be staffed on the Sabbath day, do we
then condemn the people who are
there to help us by classifying their
service to us as Sabbath breaking?

“My sincere thanks for coming to
put out my house fire, you infidel!” 

In saying to these people that we
insist that their kind of work be done
on the Sabbath day, but that they are
wrong to do that work on the Sabbath
day, we demonstrate elitist behavior
and outright hypocrisy.

The Bible has a few things to say
about hypocrites and hypocrisy in Job
8:13; 13:16; 15:34; 17:8; 20:5; 27:8;
34:30; 36:13; Psalm 35:16; Proverbs
11:9; Isaiah 9:17; 10:6; 32:6; 33:14;
Matthew 6:2, 5, 16; 7:5; 15:7; 16:3;
22:18; 23:13-15, 23, 25, 27-29; 24:51;
Mark 7:6; 12:15; Luke 6:42; 11:44;
12:1, 56; 13:15; 1 Timothy 4:2; James
3:17;  and 1 Peter 2:1.

What kind of progress will we make
by witnessing to people and telling
them about the blessing of the com-
mand from our Father in heaven to
keep the Fourth Commandment if we
demonstrate this kind of hypocrisy?
Our behavior nullifies our witness.

If, however, we share the truth of
the Sabbath-day command while rec-
ognizing the reality that necessary
functions won’t wait and have to be
done by someone, our witness is
strengthened.

Working in rotation
Does the need to perform necessary

work on the Sabbath day mean we
have license to ignore the seventh-
day-Sabbath and treat it like any other
normal workday?

Certainly not. We have the example
of the priests in ancient Israel, who
were not known as being disobedient
to the Sabbath-day command. The
priests worked hard, even on the
Sabbath day.

They worked in seven-day shifts
(courses), with 24 groups sharing the
burden in rotation.

In practice, this meant that each

priest had to work on the Sabbath day
only twice a year and on annual holy
days (which were also sabbath days).
This example, given by the Creator
Himself, demonstrates how Sabbath-
day work that is necessary can be
done properly, within the bounds of
the commandment.

Just as the priests rotated their
Sabbath-day work, so it is right and
proper for us to rotate Sabbath-day
labor among those who do it so that no
one person has an undue share of the
burden.

The Sabbath day should be, as
much as possible, a day to cease from
our labor. But the reality is that it is not
always possible to avoid all labor.
Minimizing the work by rotating the
absolutely necessary work among
many people is a realistic solution that
remains within the spirit of obeying
the Fourth Commandment.

Free to choose?
A frequently heard argument re-

garding performing necessary work
on the Sabbath day goes like this:

“Sabbath keepers should simply
choose not to work in any of those
professions where working on the
Sabbath would be necessary. Let un-
believers fill those functions.”

Because of the necessary nature of
the work in such professions, the work
involved is helping people in their
time of need. As a Sabbath keeper, do
you really want to take the stand that
the Sabbath-day command is absolu-
tion from helping people? Is that real-
ly the hill you want to die on?

Such elitism transmits the message
that commands of our Father are a
burden, whereas we know that they
are a blessing for our good.

Worse yet, it demonstrates the
hypocrisy of the one making such a
claim. You would call a 911 operator
on the Sabbath day but you would not
carry your share of the burden by
being a 911 operator on the Sabbath
day?

The world that we are to carry a
witness to will instantly see the du-
plicity, arrogance and outright hy-
pocrisy of such a stand.

You learn in Leviticus 19:18 that
“thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy-
self.”

Serving and being served
Look at it from the other side for a

moment: How would you like it if oth-
ers exhibited elite behavior that dem-
onstrated disdain for you, even as you
were serving them in their time of
need?

Where is the love in using people
while looking down on them as
“unbelievers”? It is these unbelievers
who are doing the serving, and you are
the one being served.

People are highly sensitive to arro-
gance and hypocrisy. Demonstrating
these behaviors is the fastest way
to turn people off and nullify your
witness.

A historical note: The Maccabees
took a hard line on their Sabbath-day
observance. In 168 B.C. they were
besieged by Antiochus IV Epiphanes
and his army.

The Maccabees read the Fourth
Commandment to say absolutely no
work whatsoever, with no flexibility
for necessary work, not even the work
of defending their own lives from the
enemy who had fallen upon them.

They refused to take up arms on the
Sabbath day, and as a result more than
1,000 men, women and children were
needlessly slaughtered.

The Sabbath day is important to our
Creator. How we behave in the face of
the Fourth Commandment demon-
strates our attitude toward our Father
and our willingness to obey Him and
acknowledge His authority.

But obedience is not the antidote to
reality. We can learn from the Macca-
bees. The Fourth Commandment is
not a death pact. As with many matters
in life, it is not an either-or, all-or-
nothing proposition. Our willingness
to obey our Father’s commands can

Essay Take new look at what’s proper and what’s not on Sabbath day

Jonathan Sjordal

How many questions did you answer ‘yes’ in the
test above? How do you feel about your approval of other

people working for you on the Sabbath day?

See NECESSARY WORK, page 5
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and should coexist with our desire to
help others and a willingness to make
that desire a reality by facing reality
and doing our part.

Achieving this balance is to keep—
not to profane—the Sabbath day.

Counting the cost
As a Sabbath-day keeper, if your

chosen profession involves necessary
work and you labor in rotation with
others so that periodically you work
on the Sabbath day, what about the
money you receive for working?
Should you refuse any pay for the
work you do on the Sabbath day?
Should you donate it to charity? What
could you, should you, must you do
with the money?

One possibility goes like this: If
you work on the Sabbath day, you
should give the money away. You’re
not supposed to work on the Sabbath
day. After all, Jesus did not get paid to
heal people on the Sabbath day.

There are not many biblical exam-
ples on this particular subject.

It appears our Messiah indeed did
not get paid to heal people on the
Sabbath day. But we do have a few
examples from ancient Israel regard-
ing those who worked on the Sabbath
day: Levitical priests, midwives and
farmers.

When the inheritance land was dis-
tributed among the tribes of Israel, the
Levites did not receive a portion of
land for their inheritance. Instead, they
received the tithe of the increase from
the other tribes.

Their job was the work that they
did in the service of the temple and
other priestly duties. Their compensa-
tion was a 10th (tithe) of the increase
that was given by their brother tribes.
It seems strange to our modern way of
thinking, but the Levites were indeed
paid for their work.

The labor of midwives
We know from the account in Exo-

dus that the Israelites had midwives to
assist women in giving birth.

In Exodus 1 the midwives told Pha-
raoh that the Hebrew women were
“lively” and delivered before the mid-

wives could get there.
But this was clearly a ruse to

appease Pharaoh. If the midwives
were indeed not needed, why would
there have been midwives?

Midwives were indeed necessary to
assist mother and baby to have a safe
birth. Babies are born every day of the
week. Over a long period, one seventh
of babies are born on any given day of
the week, including the Sabbath day.
Babies don’t wait. They come when
they’re ready.

We can safely conclude that the
midwives in ancient Israel did about a
seventh of their work on the Sabbath
day. Such work was not an unexpect-

ed emergency, for they knew that
babies were born on every day of the
week.

We have no record of their schedul-
ing, but it would follow the pattern
that YHWH set down for the priests if
the midwives worked in rotation so
that someone was always on duty but
took turns so no one would have to
work on the Sabbath day all the time.

Feeding and watering
The other significant example of

necessary Sabbath-day work in an-
cient Israel was farming.

In ancient Israel just about every-
one was a farmer. The feeding and
watering of livestock were not some-
thing you could do yesterday or
tomorrow. Even vegetable farmers
raised livestock to plow their fields
and carry heavy burdens. Plowing
could wait until another day, but feed-
ing and watering were continuing
work—hard work—that happened
every day, including the Sabbath day.

In considering the examples of the
Levites, midwives and farmers, we
encompass nearly the whole nation of
Israel.

What did they do with the money

they earned for the work they did on
the Sabbath day? That’s easy, right?
“They didn’t get paid for working on
the Sabbath day.” Or did they?

When you raise livestock, a good
deal of the work pertains to feeding
and watering. When it is time to sell
the stock, the money a farmer is paid
is compensation for the entire process
of caring for that animal, from birth to
sale. If the farmer were to distribute
the proceeds over the length of the
care, he could figure out just how
much he was getting paid each day for
his work.

Did the farmer not get paid for the
work of feeding and watering he did

on the Sabbath day?
Indeed, if this is so, did he also not

get paid for the work of feeding and
watering that he did on the third day of
the week? The fifth day?

The reality is that the farmer got
paid for every day of work he did,
including the Sabbath day. The Bible
makes no suggestions that the farmer
refused one seventh of his compensa-
tion for raising animals because of the
work of feeding and watering the ani-
mals on the seventh day.

Did Israel sin?
Did the entire nation of Israel sin in

breaking the Fourth Commandment
by performing such necessary work?

Did the midwives not get paid for
their work?

We know that they worked hard,
just as the farmers, and that their work
likewise happened on every day of the
week. If their rotation fell on a Sab-
bath day, by what reasoning are they
not worthy to be compensated for
their work?

The Bible is silent on what they did
with their pay. There is no biblical evi-
dence that the midwives had to or did
refuse to be paid or that they divested

themselves of any compensation they
received for Sabbath-day work.

What about the Levites? Did they
have to donate the tithes that they
received for their work that they did
on the sabbath day?

Again, we have no record of such a
donation or offering they might have
made for this reason. Where, in fact,
do we get the notion that such a thing
should be done?

The part of guilt
The human conscience is a fas-

cinating thing. When we think we
are doing something wrong, we
have a deep need to fix the problem: to

make amends and correct our wrong
behavior.

The alternative is guilt. Within the
context of the discussion of what to do
with compensation for work that is
done on the Sabbath day, we must
examine whether guilt has a part to
play.

If you think you are doing wrong in
working on the Sabbath day, the nat-
ural impulse is to assuage your guilt
by fixing the problem by giving away
the money you earned in doing the
work. After all, if you don’t walk
away with any money you clearly
have no selfish motive for doing the
work and therefore cannot be blamed.

This does, of course, prompt the
question: If you think you are doing
wrong, why are you still doing it?
After all, it is better to be innocent
than to need to repent.

If the work you perform on the
Sabbath day is necessary work, and
you do it in rotation with others and
with a proper attitude, are you doing
anything wrong? Is there a need to
salve your conscience by divesting
yourself of any compensation you
received for doing it?

Buried deep inside the reasoning

that demands that we remain pure
from the taint of money for necessary
work done on the Sabbath day is the
notion that such work is wrong and
therefore is a problem that must be
fixed.

But where do we ever read about
such a problem or its solution? There
is simply no record anywhere in the
Bible of the necessity of refusing or
donating your pay for necessary work
done on the Sabbath day.

If a person is engaged in necessary
work, in rotation, etc., on the seventh
day and wishes to donate his pay for
the day, let it be with glad-hearted
praise and glory to our Creator.

Let this also be true on the fourth
day of the week, or the sixth, as well,
for He blesses us every day.

But beware the trap that says that,
for conscience’ sake, only Sabbath-
day earnings must be donated. This is
guilt-based reasoning that has no bib-
lical backing whatsoever. In fact, the
biblical record says something quite
the contrary.

Our goal should be to do what is
right, not to guiltily do what is wrong
and then try to fix it.

“Therefore to him that knoweth to
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is
sin” (James 4:17).

Awash in theories
The Fourth Commandment is a

blessing. Our Creator instructs us to
put aside the seventh day, to cease
from our labor and keep the day holy
unto Him.

It is a day of spiritual and physical
renewal. It is a way of overtly honor-
ing our God by giving up our own
pursuits and seeking His instead.

But, in honoring our God on the
day He instructed, we must not lose
ourselves in theoretical thinking.

We live in the real world with real
people who need real help, even on
the Sabbath day. When done in rota-
tion with others, with the proper atti-
tude, necessary work does not profane
the Sabbath day, nor should it be a
cause of guilt.

We honor our Father best when we
obey Him and help those who are in
need.

Necessary work, especially rotated, does not profane Sabbath day

Midwives in ancient Israel did about a seventh of their work
on the Sabbath day. Such work was not an unexpected
emergency; babies were born on every day of the week.

tion of Israel, even at the expense of
Palestinian Christians who share this
land of the Bible with Jews.”

“Christian Zionism—The politi-
cal implications of theological belief.
Christian support of Zionism is based
on overly literal and futurist interpreta-
tions of Old Testament prophecies
(particularly Ezekiel and Daniel),
along with those of the New Testament
book of Revelation. This interpretative
method, that can lead Christians to
give virtually unqualified support of
the sovereign state of Israel, is general-
ly known as dispensationalism.”

No backup
Mr. Albrecht offers not a shred of

evidence—no quotes, interviews, arti-
cles, documents, research or data—to
back up a single one of the statements
above.

He does not say who considers har-
mony between Israelis and evangeli-
cals to be a “bewildering” religious
mystery,” nor does he identify the
“Jews” who “obviously” welcome
evangelical support, even though their
names are legion. Prime ministers
such as Golda Meir, Menachem Be-
gin, Yitzhak Shamir, Benjamin Netan-
yahu, Ariel Sharon, Ehud Barak and
Ehud Olmert come to mind.

Nor does Mr. Albrecht say which
Jews are “puzzled and offended” by
evangelical beliefs.

Longtime readers of The Plain
Truth may also be puzzled by Mr.
Albrecht’s “going to hell” reference.

Not only did neither Mr. Albrecht
nor his colleague and fellow PTM

columnist J. Michael Feazell preach
hellfire during their WCG days, but
Mr. Feazell, in 2000, authored an arti-
cle endorsing the possibility that the
unevangelized dead will have a
chance at salvation during the resur-
rection (“No Other Name,” J. Michael
Feazell, Ph.D., on the WCG Web site,
www.wcg.org/lit/gospel/onlyone.htm,
accessed June 27, 2006).

Presumably, that resurrected throng
of unevangelized people would in-
clude at least a few Jews.

Fair is fair
The notion that Christians can give

“virtually unqualified support of the
sovereign state of Israel” only if they
are dispensationalists is, frankly, hog-
wash. I know one Jewish believer,
who lives in Israel, who put it this

way: “I support the state of Israel, not
because of any prophecy, but because
it is fair for Jews to have their state.”

Sweeping aside the horrors of the
Shoah, Israel’s preferred name for the
Nazi holocaust, Mr. Albrecht follows
the lead of anti-Zionist and Anglican
cleric Stephen Sizer, who suggests—
in a book Mr. Albrecht endorses and is
selling via PTM—that “Christian
Zionism” is “a road map to Armaged-

don” and that its origins lie solely and
exclusively in dispensationalism.

Arthur Balfour, the courageous
British politician whose 1917 Balfour
Declaration led to the establishment of
Israel, could not have acted from con-
science or justice: According to Mr.
Sizer, the dispensational “devil” made
him do it!

To fully analyze and confront Mr.
Albrecht’s faulty thinking here would
require far more space than THE JOUR-
NAL can make available. One can only
hope a book author—or two—will
tackle the general issue of what might
well be called Christian anti-Zionism
and its roots.

History repeats
Those of us who were raised in, say,

the 1950s and 1960s, and perhaps the

1970s as well, will likely recall learn-
ing about the Second World War as a
battle against an evil—and one identi-
fied as such—known as fascism.

The Nazis would not have been
content with destroying the Jewish
race in its totality; they would have
likely found many other opponents
around the world, much as they sin-
gled out the Romany (Gypsy) people
and those with developmental and

other disabilities, as well as other
minorities, along with Jews.

Notable during that time are the
numbers of Christians who protected
and saved Jewish lives.

Just as notable, sadly, are the num-
bers of professed or self-identified
Christians who aided and abetted the
Nazi slaughter.

The birth of Israel was a direct re-
sult of the horror of six million Jewish
people being systematically mur-
dered.

To overlook this predicate is equiv-
alent to suggesting that the Consti-
tution of the United States and the
government it created fell to earth
fully formed.

The debates before the Declaration
of Independence, the constitutional
conventions and the Federalist papers:

All this and more was the genesis of
America.

The desire for a Jewish homeland
was burning in Jewish hearts since
A.D. 70. Adolf Hitler’s dirty work was
the final catalyst.

Sweeping aside this history when
considering Israel today is, at best,
careless, yet there is no mention of this
history in Mr. Albrecht’s piece. His
only use of the word “Holocaust,” with

a capital H, comes in a throwaway
description of dispensationalism.

Joining a faction?
As a Jew who believes in Yeshua as

Savior and Lord, I remember all too
well reading and studying about the
last time Christians en masse turned
their backs on Jewish people. It pains
me beyond words to see Greg Al-
brecht appear to join that faction.

Mr. Albrecht may indeed support
the right of Israel to exist, but, if so, he
kept that out of his PT article, and
that’s a shame.

Today the Christian disinvestment
crowd—those who hate Israel’s de-
mocracy and multicultural society
(there are more mosques operating
freely in Israel than there are churches,
let alone synagogues, in Saudi Arabia),
and those who see evil in a national
desire for self-determination, peaceful
coexistence and survival—are tread-
ing a well-worn and tragic path.

I shudder to imagine where that
path might lead, but recent history
perhaps provides a clue.

In 2005, some 60 years after the
end of the Second World War, the Ger-
man and Austrian branches of a well-
known Protestant church issued a
detailed and anguished statement of
apology for their behavior and overall
apathy during the Nazi era.

Such repentance should be an ob-
ject lesson for those who today attack
Israel’s existence, its people and their
allies. If a new Shoah dawns, egged
on by opposition to Zionism, “Chris-
tian” or otherwise, we may not have
another 60 years to wait for another
round of mea culpas.

Nondispensationlist Christians can and do support state of Israel

The birth of Israel was a direct result of the horror of the
murder of six million Jewish people. To overlook this predicate
is equivalent to suggesting that the Constitution of the United
States and the government it created fell to earth fully formed.
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By Duncan MacLeod

KINGSTON, N.H.—As Win-
ston Churchill wrote: “Most
men go through life studiously

avoiding truth. If perchance they
should stumble over it, they pick
themselves up and continue on, quite
as if nothing has
happened.”

Many of us in
the Church of
God have prided
ourselves on be-
ing exceptions
to this seldom-
acknowledged
C h u r c h i l l i a n
aphorism. We
have thought it
applies quite apt-
ly to the world but not to us.

We are diligent seekers—not avoid-
ers—of truth, right?

It was always the world, or the
other guy, who was deceived, but
never us. Then, when the truth we had
embraced all along was brought into
question by those to whom we were
looking for guidance into truth, it split
our supposedly unified body multiple
hundreds of ways—with some con-
cluding that truth is not important (one
extreme) and others judging everyone
but themselves regarding “doctrinal
correctness” (the opposite extreme).

The Church of God fractionalized
into countless organizations (plus
thousands of nonaligned individuals)
because of disagreements over “the
truth.”

In this article I want to address a
two-pronged issue: judging others and
judging ourselves concerning correct
perception of biblical doctrine (“the
truth”). What is your attitude now
toward truth?

Almost fanatics
Some are almost fanatical about

getting others to either believe their
brand of the truth or be avoided. They
feel we have divisions now because
we need someone compelling all of us
to believe the same thing.

Thus many of the derivative Church
of God organizations insist that mem-
bers allow the leaders to dictate to them
what they must believe, to do their
thinking for them. They seem to assume
this is what is needed for “unity.”

Others say that to accurately under-
stand all the truth of the Bible isn’t
important. They believe we shouldn’t
judge anyone by whether he correctly
understands every teaching of Scrip-
ture (except perhaps some core doc-
trines like the Sabbath and not praying
to statues).

No doubt we’ve all heard someone
say that all that matters is that we love
one another and that it doesn’t matter
if we get every doctrine right.

The very words “the truth” turn
some people off nowadays.

Confusing two issues
Aren’t two separate issues being

muddled together here?
Unquestionably, we should not

judge others by whether they have
every doctrine right. We have no busi-
ness (1) trying to force our view—
which may not even be accurate—
upon anyone else. We should not be
(2) judging someone’s conversion by
whether he agrees with us on every
doctrinal issue or (3) disassociating
ourselves from those who don’t.

Judging others by doctrinal views is
an error. It’s God’s prerogative to re-
veal His truth about biblical issues to

each individual step by step as He sees
fit and in His own good time.

He has not put you or me in charge
of straightening out the other person in
his perceptions of the truth.

Remember, no one can understand
spiritual matters except as the Spirit of
God reveals them (1 Corinthians 2:11).

Neither you nor I can force anyone
to see something that God’s Spirit
hasn’t yet revealed to him. That doesn’t
make that person necessarily uncon-
verted, much less evil in any way. At a
given moment different people will be
at different stages of their God-led
lifetime process of growing in spiritu-
al understanding.

Some say things such as “Doctrines
divide; let’s all just love one another.”

But is it doctrines that divide us? Or
isn’t it really people who divide us?
Isn’t it actually some leaders who pro-
hibit association with any who dis-
agree with us (or, more to the point,
with them)?

Isn’t it in fact we who divide our-
selves, not doctrine?

By allowing that to happen, don’t
we play right into our adversary’s
hands?

Do we think we’re better than Jesus
Christ, who often spent time with peo-
ple who did not agree with Him on
everything?

Extracting the beam
Here’s where we could be making

our mistake: We may think we’re
somehow responsible for correcting
the other person’s error while all the
while overlooking our own.

Isn’t this partly what Christ referred

to in Matthew 7:3-5 when He said,
“And why beholdest thou the mote that
is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest
not the beam that is in thine own eye?”

Christ’s message to us here is
clear: You get your own spiritual
house and belief system in order and
leave the other person’s house to him-
self and God!

There may occasionally be a time
and place when it’s appropriate (and
will actually do some good) to point
out an error to a brother or sister.

But unless we’re diligent about
studying God’s Word—praying to
God for His guidance in rightly under-
standing it—we aren’t qualified to
point out error to anyone. Conceiv-
ably, we could be the one in error try-
ing to steer the other person from a
belief that is actually correct.

Whose errors need correcting?
A danger lurks that, as we acknowl-

edge the mistake of fretting over the
doctrinal errors of others, we can beg
the question of whether we need to
check our own beliefs for accuracy.

Even if disagreement about doc-
trines could cause division among us,
is that an excuse for you or me to be
sloppy about the truth? Doesn’t that
sloppiness also play into Satan’s
hands?

I do not mean to imply by the above
that we should not listen to religious
leaders and teachers. It has been said
that, whether we sink back into com-
fortable authoritarian epistemologies,
or whether we choose the more-chal-
lenging course of ferreting out truth
for ourselves, such a decision rests
with the individual.

Granted, it is an individual deci-
sion, but I don’t see those as the only
two choices. We should learn from
dedicated teachers bringing sound
biblical teaching. We needn’t feel left
to become some sort of Bible authori-
ty all on our own.

But, rather than assume teachers
somehow have the right to compel us
to agree with them no matter what
they teach, Isaiah and John both
admonish us to “believe not every
spirit, but try the spirits, whether they

are of God.” Why? Because “many
false prophets are gone into the world”
(1 John 4:1).

By what standard do we discern
whether prophets are of God?

“If they speak not according to this
word, it is because there is no light in
them” (Isaiah 8:20).

We will know whether a teacher is
speaking “according to this word,” the
Word of God, only if we’ve been
studying it.

Sanctified by truth
The spiritual body of God’s church

is sanctified, set aside, by God for a
divine purpose. By what vehicle does
that sanctification take place?

Christ prayed that the Father would
sanctify His disciples “through thy
truth. Thy word is truth” (John 17:17).

Ever since, God through His Spirit
has sanctified members of His church
one individual at a time by helping
them understand His truth from the
Bible.

Our individual sanctification by
God’s Word is an ongoing lifetime
process. If you or I as individuals are
careless about seeking to know and
understand the teachings of that Word,
aren’t we possibly jeopardizing the
continuance of our personal sanctifi-
cation?

How important is it to God that
each of us gets the truth right?

Notice what Christ said to the
Samaritan woman at the well: “But
the hour cometh, and now is, when the
true worshipers shall worship the
Father in spirit and in truth: for the
Father seeketh such to worship him.

God is a spirit: and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit and in
truth” (John 4:23-24).

God is not looking for people to
profess worship of Him while believ-
ing and practicing a lot of folderol. If
we’re serious about worshiping God,
we’re serious about the truth: getting it
right.

But we do have free moral agency.
God won’t force us to seek His truth;
it must be our conscious choice to
make the effort.

Can we have a relationship with
God if we are any less than truthful
with Him and with others?

Truthfulness and love of the truth
are extremely important to God
(Psalm 51:6). To be truthful with oth-
ers about “the truth,” we have to know
accurately what that truth is. There’s
no getting around the fact that this
takes work, brain strain.

Have you ever asked yourself why
God takes up 1,500 to 2,000 pages
with His inspired Word if one can boil
it down to 25 words or less and say
that “love one another” (or some such
platitude) is all that matters?

Is the Bible as big as it is just to eat
up our precious time reading it?

Or is it possible that He wants us to
understand more than just “love one
another,” as important as that is?
Could it be that we still have a lot to
learn about how to love one another
and, more important, how to love God
(the first and greatest commandment),
since we are carnal, selfish human
beings under the sway of Satan and
his world system?

Could there also be other things to
learn? God inspired the apostle Paul’s
exhortation to Timothy to preach the
true Word of God because “the time
will come when they will not endure
sound doctrine; but after their own
lusts shall they heap to themselves
teachers, having itching ears; and they
shall turn away their ears from the
truth, and shall be turned unto fables”
(2 Timothy 4:3-4).

Haven’t we already seen a lot of
that, whether the fables of the WCG’s
Tkaches and mainstream Christianity
or those promulgated by the authors of

the so-called Gospels of Judas Is-
cariot, Thomas or Mary Magdalene?

Is there any danger that what Paul
warns about could happen to you or
me? Surely none of us wants to be one
of those who turn aside to fables.

Have you been paying attention to
what’s going on lately? Surely you’ve
heard about The Da Vinci Code, the
“Jesus Papers” and the so-called Gos-
pel of Judas Iscariot.

I hope none of these attacks on the
veracity of the Bible and the Godship
of Jesus Christ is shaking your faith.
But how well grounded are you in
what the Bible truly says—and what it
does not say?

I hope you proved long ago that the
Bible is in fact the inspired Word of
God and that it has passed down to us
reliably.

Granted, it’s unlikely many people
associated with Churches of God will
be taken in by the blatant fictions get-
ting so much media attention lately,
but don’t think Satan doesn’t have
other strategies in reserve that could
work on some of us, such as introduc-
ing subtle errors into the teachings or
practice of already-established church
organizations.

They received not the love of truth
That Christ warned His disciples

not to let any man deceive them should
tell us such a thing is possible if we are
not solidly founded in the Bible (Mat-
thew 24:4; Ephesians 6:14-17).

The Bible is full of such warnings,
and, if the last two decades haven’t
taught us anything else, at least we
should know by now that those warn-

ings aren’t there for nothing.
Paul tells the brethren at Thessa-

lonica: “And then shall that Wicked be
revealed, whom the Lord shall con-
sume with the spirit of His mouth, and
shall destroy with the brightness of
His coming: even him whose coming
is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders,
and with all deceivableness of unrigh-
teousness in them that perish; because
they received not the love of the truth,
that they might be saved” (2 Thessa-
lonians 2:8-10).

What will cause some people to
perish? Part of their downfall will
come from a lack of “love of the
truth.”

Paul seems to say that a love of the
truth is needed “that they might be
saved.”

If doctrine doesn’t matter to you, it
might be time to reconsider such a
position. If you do have a love of the
truth, you want to get every major bib-
lical issue right yourself—not to cor-
rect others but to assure that you don’t
get misled or fail to grow in godliness.

Paul admonishes us to no longer be
children who, believing everything
they’re told, are “carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight
of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive”
(Ephesians 4:14).

Carelessness about doctrine can
make you vulnerable to deception by
false teachers and religious leaders.

Haven’t we had enough of that
already? Can we learn from failures,
or are we bound to repeat them?

If you think some others were de-
ceived or misguided, how did that
happen?

In many cases it was because they
were careless or too busy to search out
the truth in their own Bible. Instead,
they let others do their studying and
their thinking for them.

How many doctrinal issues are
there about which you have been just
a little uncertain or unclear? How
many issues are there on which you
think someone else is in error?

Such issues might be a good place
to start an open-minded, prayerful,

independent study of the Word of
God, setting such Bible study as a top
priority each day.

Don’t leave it to any man to do the
work of studying the Bible for you
and then tell you all the answers. It’s
precisely because too many did let
others do their studying and their
thinking for them that we are where
we are today.

Try not to start with your mind al-
ready made up concerning what the
answer is on the topic you choose for
study. Studying just to prove someone
else wrong is not usually a good ap-
proach. Do not assume you know all
the truth on the issue, otherwise your
study is liable to be a waste of time.

In that case, you’ll most likely do as
the world does: Note the passages that
seem to support your point of view
and ignore the ones that don’t. Such an
approach is not conducive to divine
guidance (without which no one can
understand the Bible).

Start each study session with
prayer, then let God guide you into the
full and correct understanding of the
issue—taking the time with the aid of
a concordance to read every scriptural
passage that deals with that particular
subject.

Pray and meditate on the question,
asking God’s guidance, being ready,
of course, to apply and obey any new
understanding God may give you.

The key to understanding God’s
Word is the guidance of His Spirit (1
Corinthians 2:11), and He gives His
Spirit to those who obey Him (Acts
5:32).

Keys to unity
To build a great edifice requires a

good design and clear drawings and
instructions. Then the builders must
scrupulously adhere to the instruc-
tions. The keys to their working to-
gether successfully in unity are their
adherence to the written instructions
and the directions of the building-proj-
ect director.

Many of us lament today’s disunity
in the Church of God. But we have, in
God’s inspired Word, the written in-
structions from God for the spiritual
building He is constructing (Ephe-
sians 2:19-22).

One key to our unity is each of us
making the conscious choice to study
those instructions to be sure we—not
the other guy—accurately understand
and follow them.

A second key is to be sure we’re in
contact at all times with the directors
of the project, God the Father and
Jesus Christ. If God and His Word are
truly guiding us individually, we can
be sure of all believing and doing the
same thing as a team. He won’t guide
some in one direction and others in
other directions.

Do we love God?
You hear so many talk of how

much they love God. What does it
mean to love God with all our being?
Aren’t we dishonest if we claim to
love God but don’t bother to learn all
we can about Him and learn His will
for us in everything?

In the last words he wrote before
his death, Peter tells us that, once God
has given us the free gift of His grace,
we must grow in that grace and in the
knowledge and understanding of the
Father and Christ and Their will for us
(2 Peter 3:18).

Where is that knowledge? It’s in the
Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

How do we learn it? It comes by
diligent study (2 Timothy 2:15); it
doesn’t just happen.

The essence of God’s purpose for
humanity is that we become like Him
(Ephesians 4:13-14; 1 John 3:1-2).

To become like Him we must learn
what He’s like. God has given us the
fantastic opportunity to get to know
Him personally, but there’s no getting
around the work, effort, brain strain.

We’ll be rewarded according to the
work we put into getting to know God
and becoming like Him (Revelation
22:12). Is it worth it to you to be a
lover of the truth about God?

God is not looking for people to profess worship of Him while
believing and practicing a lot of folderol. If we’re serious about
worshiping God, we’re serious about the truth: getting it right.

Duncan MacLeod



themselves sons (children) of God.
Words such as marriage, father,

mother, wife, husband, son, daughter,
brother, sister and children find their
true meaning only in the context of true
family. Using these words, and at the
same time denouncing that God is truly
a family, is not only illogical and unbib-
lical but is a contradiction in terms.

I do, however, disagree with Mr.
Snow’s statement that, “after all, we
[meaning Christians] today are of the
same species, the same category, that
Adam was of.”

We are all of the human kind, but, if
the Spirit of God dwells in us, then we
are begotten children of God and we are

already of the God kind, with a claim to
deity, for God the Father already sees us
in the righteousness of Christ, already
sees us as sinless, as was His firstborn
Son when He was on this earth—a born
human being and a begotten God being.
Jesus is truly our example in all things.

Robert Schmid
Westminster, Calif.

Wake up and bring Brian back
In the May issue a letter of mine was

published on page 2 and represented on
page 1 as a reaction to Brian Knowles’
resignation [see “I’m Sorry. Over and
Out,” by Mr. Knowles, THE JOURNAL,
April 30]. The fact is, I knew nothing of
his “resignation” at the time of writing

that letter. If I had, I don’t think I should
have been so timid.

So often we see others censured, and,
because we didn’t agree totally with
them or for some other reason, we fail to
realize that no one totally agrees with us
and we may be the next to be censured.

Freedom of speech is a novel thought
in the history of mankind, and most see
the problems others can cause by what
they see as abuse of this freedom but are
unwilling to entertain the idea that when
others lose freedoms they may be the next.

If not next, we can be sure that we
will face the same if we don’t conform
to the powers that caused others to lose
their freedoms, whether it be freedom of
speech or some other.

Just what “powers” caused Brian to
relinquish his freedom of speech in THE
JOURNAL? From reading a letter by
Stuart Segall on page 19 of the June
issue, it would seem Stuart is taking at
least partial blame for influencing Brian
to “resign.”

Stuart speaks of having a close
friendship with Brian and apparently has
considerable influence over him. I hope
Stuart will use that influence and support
Brian in reconsidering his “resignation.”
I don’t want to believe that a friend
would stand by and see a friend cen-
sured, intimidated to resign, disfellow-
shipped, etc., and do nothing.

Stuart did, in the same letter, apolo-
gize for doing something like that some
eight years ago. We will trust that Stuart
comes through this time.

The silencing of people through the
years has taken on many forms, “resig-
nation” being only one of many—cruci-
fying, stoning, disfellowshipping and
the like being among them. Some, like
crucifixion and stoning, are permanent,
while others, like resignation and disfel-
lowshipping, imply temporariness.

Freedom of speech is sacred to the
American mentality. When the founding
fathers of the United States reluctantly
declared their independence from what
is now a brother country on the world
scene, they did it in part on the justifica-
tion of these words: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable
rights, that among these are life, liberty,

and the pursuit of happiness.”
It might be good at this point to con-

sider that the nation that was brought
forth on this precept, in spite of the
shortcomings of its people, has been
blessed in many ways more than any
other nation in the history of nations.
Are we among those who consider that
liberty should be granted only to those
who agree with us?

I speak of all who have kept silent
and not resisted this by spoken words
and actions. I also speak to Brian, who,
as the prophets of old, turned a deaf ear
to those who claimed to have all the
answers. The ancient prophets, in spite
of rebuke, insult and criticism, put their
pens to the paper in faith and were not
deferred by self-doubts or anything else.

Dave Havir and most everyone speaks
to THE JOURNAL’s audience as being a
bunch of 2-year-olds. Brian tried to speak
to us as equals. Many responded to Brian
as would a newborn babe who is allergic to
his mother’s milk (that being what some
refer to as “the milk of human kindness”).

(On the other hand, maybe Dave
speaks over everyone’s head, including
mine. Maybe it is time to go back to
basics and work on showing respect for
others and not just having respect for our
opinions as always being God’s opinion.)

In closing, I am wondering why peo-
ple who consider themselves the most
caring people in the world would not
flood THE JOURNAL with letters of con-
cern and support for Brian.

Phil Griffith
Delight, Ark.

18 THE JOURNAL Aug. 31, 2006

If salvation was now available to
the whole world, was it not sufficient
simply to preach the good news?

For 2,000 years many people have
“accepted the Lord” without knowing
anything about Israel. Why did Jesus
find it so important to direct His disci-
ples specifically to seek out the
Israelites?

Broken marriage
Ancient Israel had married the Lord

at Mount Sinai, but she had broken the
marriage covenant, and the Lord had
divorced her.

“Thus says the LORD: ‘Where is the
certificate of your mother’s divorce,
whom I have put away?” (Isaiah
50:1).

However, by His death the Lord
redeemed the nation Israel so He
could marry her again when she had
learned to behave according to His
ways.

“ ‘And it shall be, in that day,’ says
the LORD, ‘that you will call Me “My
Husband,” and no longer call Me “My
Master” . . . I will betroth you to Me
forever’ ” (Hosea 2:16, 19).

There is a difference between re-
demption and salvation. Redemption
means to buy back something that is
one’s own; salvation means restoring
people who have sinned to a state
acceptable to God.

First things first
Both Israel and the world have

sinned, but it is only Israel who re-
neged on her marriage vows.

With the death of Jesus Christ,
Israel could (if she was willing) be
brought back into a relationship with
Him. To carry out the work the Lord
wanted her to do, Israel first had to be
redeemed.

Preaching to the Israelites
At this point we must follow the

historical record of the preaching of
the gospel to the Israelites, as Jesus
commanded.

The BIWF traces Christianity in
Britain back to the migration to
Britain of Joseph of Arimathea and a
small band of Jesus’ followers. Short-
ly after Christ’s crucifixion and resur-
rection, His followers in Palestine
came under severe persecution, and in

A.D. 36 Joseph left Palestine in a boat
accompanied by at least 12 com-
panions.

Joseph of Arimathea was Mary’s
uncle, great-uncle to Jesus. A wealthy
merchant, he traded in tin from Corn-
wall and was well acquainted with
that southwestern part of England.

Coming from Judea, beyond doubt
Joseph and his group were Sabbath-
keepers.

Many people in Britain were con-
verted to the faith of Christ. It was not
until the beginning of the second cen-
tury that Sunday started to be ob-
served alongside the Sabbath, and
then in 321 Emperor Constantine
established Sunday as the official day
of worship in the Roman Empire.

Sense of responsibility
It is not coincidence that the British

and English-speaking peoples of the
world have spent 2,000 years relying
on the Bible as the basis of law and
have had a missionary zeal to take
their biblical knowledge to the world.

The knowledge conveyed has been
faulty, but there was always a sincere
sense of responsibility to bring the
gospel to others.

The Bible says the nations would
be drawn to the right ways because
they saw the example of Israelite
behavior. The nations would never be
drawn to people who conquered and
reduced others to submission. God

draws people to Him; He does not
conquer them.

“. . . This is your wisdom and your
understanding in the sight of the peo-
ples who will hear all these statutes,
and say, ‘Surely this great nation is a
wise and understanding people’ ”
(Deuteronomy 4:6).

Now, in the 21st century, if we

modern-day Israelite nations were to
consider the teachings of the Bible
and reassess our behavior, we would
find ourselves respected by other
nations. We would not be terrified of
our enemies.

The supremacy of Jacob in God’s
sight has nothing to do with racial
arrogance or xenophobia.

As nations,  God called us to reveal

His goodness. Through Israel the
nations would come to the light and
receive salvation.

“ ‘I do not do this for your sake, O
house of Israel, but for My holy
name’s sake, which you have profaned
among the nations wherever you went.
And I will sanctify My great name . . .
and the nations shall know that I am

the LORD,’ says the Lord GOD, ‘when I
am hallowed in you before their
eyes’ ” (Ezekiel 36:22-23).

Interesting to me about the British-
Israel-World Federation is that it takes
a more pragmatic approach to the
Israel issue then we ever took in the
Worldwide Church of God.

It sees the nation of Israel as being
the Kingdom of God.

God used to rule Israel, as estab-
lished at Mount Sinai after the Exodus
from Egypt. When the Israelites
demanded a human king, God gave
them one.

However, the Kingdom of God was
still the nation over which God’s
monarch ruled at any moment in time.
This became the southern nation of
Judah.

Then, after the death of Zedekiah,
the last king of ancient Judah, the
royal family was removed to Egypt,
then ultimately to Ireland, Scotland
and then England.

In other words, God’s monarch in
modern times is to be found where
Queen Elizabeth II lives in London.
The nations of Jacob, of course, ex-
tend well beyond British shores.

Belief of a century
The British-Israel-World Federa-

tion has believed for a century that the
servant nation, Jacob, ruled by the
monarch of the Davidic line, would be
recognized at the end time and finally
complete her purpose of witnessing to
the nations.

“Listen, O coastlands, to Me, and
take heed, you peoples from afar . . .
And He said to me, ‘You are My ser-
vant, O Israel, in whom I will be glo-

rified’ ” (Isaiah 49:1, 3).
Because Israel was redeemed and

Jesus’ followers in the first century
sought out the Israelite people, salva-
tion could be offered to the world,
before the last age closed down and
the world—for a very short time—
would be ruled by those who had no
knowledge of God.

There is good reason that the former Israelites never
completely lost their identity and Jesus wanted the

disciples to leave Judea and seek them out.

BIWF traces British Christianity back to Joseph of Arimathea

More letters from our readers

“We had no idea what was going
on. We didn’t figure out what was
going on until we got into the under-
ground [subway] and a lady said
several flights were canceled and
she thought, like, 25 people were
being arrested. That’s the first we
heard.”

Because of  the s i tuat ion at
Heathrow, Raymond and Brittney
checked into a hotel and waited until
they could catch another flight two
days later.

“I wasn’t too scared,” Mr. Kurr

said. “I was a little bit, you know,
wondering, curious, about what was
happening.”

The Kurrs and their friends, Mr.

Ellams and Miss Karas, who are
members of the United Church of
God, had visited several countries
besides England, including Slo-
vakia, the Czech Republic, Austria,
Poland and Hungary.

“We had a really nice time,” Miss
Kurr said. “But on our trip, besides
the delay at Heathrow, we ended up
staying all night at three cold air-
ports and a freezing train station.”

The Kurrs’ nine days in England
included a stay at a leadership camp
sponsored by Church of God mem-
bers.

American Airlines Flight 67 doesn’t take off
Continued from page 1

The primary concern of the Brit-
ish-Israel-World Federation is to

teach the understanding that the an-
cient Israelite people, although dis-
persed among the nations, migrated
to northern and western Europe and
then ultimately to other countries
around the world (see, e.g., Ezekiel
22:15; 36:24-26; Isaiah 49:12).

The BIWF’s Web site is www.
britishisrael.co.uk. As of 2006 it has
a new office in the United States.

Quoting from the Web site:
“The Federation believes that

Christ is our Personal Saviour. We
also believe that the Lost Ten Tribes
of the Northern House of Israel’s de-
scendants are to be found in the
Anglo-Saxon-Celtic and kindred
peoples of today. As the Federation
believes in the whole Bible it there-
fore believes the Covenants made
between God and Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob (Israel) are everlasting and

the British nation plays an important
part of God’s plan.”

The BIWF is not a church. People
of various church affili-
ations subscribe to the
British-Israel teaching.

The platform of the
British-Israel teaching
broadens and upholds
the understanding of
the Old Testament as
well as increasing faith,
vision and hope of the coming
Kingdom as revealed in the New
Testament and of all basic Christian
doctrine.

As with the writings of all organi-
zations, when we study the teachings
of the British-Israel-World Federa-
tion we need to take personal re-
sponsibility for whatever under-
standing we absorb and adhere to.

Some BIWF affiliates:
BIWF-USA, P.O. Box 534,

Rose Bud, Ark. 72137.
The British-Israel-World Fed-

eration (Canada) Inc., 313 Sher-
bourne St., Toronto, Ont.
M5A 2S3.

BIWF (Queensland)
Inc., 41 Kirikee St., Ferny
Grove, Qld. 4055, Australia.

BIWF (New Zealand),
P.O. Box 56-142, Dominion
Road, Mount Eden, Auck-
land 3, New Zealand.

The British-Israel-World Federa-
tion publishes under the name of The
Covenant Publishing Co. Ltd., www.
covenantpublishing.com.

Suggested reading: The Story of
Celto-Saxon Israel, by W H Bennett;
The Master Plan, by A.S. Gaunt;
The Drama of the Lost Disciples,
by George F. Jowett; America:
The Last Frontier for Manasseh, by
Des Thomas.

—Kathleen McCann

Just what do you mean
British-Israel-World Federation?

Continued from page 3

Sue Karas and Mike Ellams

Continued from page 2
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my own,” she replied. “It certainly
taught me patience, understanding
and flexibility. It also made me
very aware of our nation’s narrow-
mindedness and increased my
desire to travel and learn as much
as I can about the world.

“I think that Thailand was a
great introduction to many practi-
cal matters too. I already know
how to bargain at the market, how
to take a bucket bath and how to
sleep through loud roosters at 4
a.m.”

Miss Wilson, who has a B.A. in
psychology from the University
of Chicago, will leave for Uganda
on Sept. 25.

She talked about the living con-
ditions she expects to encounter.

“Since I don’t know exactly
where I’ll be living just yet, I can’t
be too specific. I’ll probably be
living in a rural community. I
won’t have running water and I
may or may not be using kerosene
instead of electricity.

“The official language is En-
glish, although numerous other
languages are spoken.

“I will probably learn Luganda
or Runyankole, depending on the
region which I am assigned.
During training I will have daily
language classes, and my host

family will also help me learn the
language.”

Uganda has about 40 languag-
es, and Swahili is considered a
second official language.

This writer wanted to know
about the security factor. Is Ugan-
da safe? 

“The Peace Corps does not as-
sign volunteers to unsafe areas,”
she said. “I will be located in
southern Uganda, which is peace-
ful. Northern Uganda has suffered
a great deal of problems over the
last 20 years, but as of late the con-
ditions seem to be improving.”

THE JOURNAL asked Miss Wil-
son what she hopes to gain from
this experience and her plans after
her tour of duty.

She said she hopes for “a really
great relationship with the com-
munity in which I work, a greater
respect for others and increased
knowledge of the challenges in-
volved in international health.”

She said that after the Peace
Corps she will probably go to
graduate school.

“I’d like to go to medical
school at some point, but I’m also
considering a master’s in public
health.”

Miss Wilson will complete her
Peace Corps service on Dec. 6,
2008.

Uganda has 40 languages

Brunch Saturday morning began
with a welcome from members of the
organizing committee: Scott and
Connie Ashley of Arvada, Colo., Jen-
nifer (Agee) Halprin of Irvine, Calif.,
Paula (Crim) Frazee of Indepen-
dence, Mrs. Kelley and Jolinda
(Jenkins) Schreiber of Albert Lea,
Minn.

Tony Hill of Haxton, Colo., also
was a member of the committee and
was responsible for locating and mak-
ing arrangements with the resort. He
could not attend the reunion because
of work commitments in Kuwait.

AC sounds
After brunch the men bested the

women in memory power during a
game of Ambassador Jeopardy.

This was followed by a video put
together by Mr. Ashley and Jamie
Schreiber containing sights and sounds
of the college campus, students, facul-
ty and activities from 1972 to 1976.

Church services took place at 2
p.m. and were organized as they were
at Big Sandy during the 1970s.

Mark Gully of Georgetown, Texas,
gave a short talk called “Thankful-
ness,” and later Mr. Ashley spoke to the
class, giving “The Threat of Islam.”

Lenny Cacchio of Lee's
Summit, Mo., led songs,
accompanied by Murdock
“Doc” Gibbs of Coppell,
Texas, who later accom-
panied on piano a chorale
led by Larry Maxwell of
Farmers Branch, Texas,
under the organization and
direction of Rex Sexton of
Gig Harbor, Wash.

Bob and Kay (Duke)
Overstreet of Mendham,
N.J., read messages from
classmates who could not
attend and called others
by telephone who could
then talk to the class
through the sound system.

A buffet dinner began
at 7 that was organized
and decorated by Nate
and Jennifer (Agee) Hal-
prin of Irvine.

After dinner Jacque

and Charles Melear of Fort Collins,
Colo., led everyone in a hilarious
game of Who-Dun-It? This was fol-
lowed by musical entertainment by

several members of the class who
included Mr. Sexton, Patty (Bogol)
Gaugler of Selinsgrove, Pa., and Mr.
Gibbs and his wife, Vera. Mr. Gibbs

then acted as deejay for a dance with
songs from the 1970s.

The group posed for a picture
Sunday morning before a buffet

brunch organized by Faye Hull
of Pasadena, Calif., Jim and
Faith (Hull) Rivers of Sandy
Hook, Va., and the Ashleys.

Entertainment after brunch
was a discussion of things
learned and enjoyed from the
years spent at Ambassador
along with a variety of topics
on cards placed on each table
for further discussion.

Participants won prizes for
who had the most grandchil-
dren, who had come the far-
thest, etc.

Planning for next time
The success of the reunion

was obvious from the fact that
the weekend ended with a dis-
cussion led by Mr. Ashley on
ideas and locations for the next
reunion, which is already
planned for five years from
now.

AC Class of 1976 already planning for 35-year get-together

to my shirt pocket a picture from the
college yearbook.

My picture displayed a cheerful
smile and an atrocious $3 haircut that
I had paid too much for.

“Wear this so people will recognize
you. This is how they remember how
you looked.”

So much for not having changed.
As I envied how young and robust

everybody looked except me, I sup-
pose it soon was evident how much
everybody really had changed.

No more egos
Change was the root of this happy

weekend. Unlike those brash, testos-
terone-charged college students of 30
years before, everybody checked his
ego at the front desk.

Time mellows self-centered hearts,
and here was a class that had learned
to control its headiness. More to the
point, the experience of living teaches
that we are not the center of the uni-
verse and that none of us has a monop-
oly on the truth.

M. Scott Peck, in his book The
Different Drum: Community Making
and Peace, tells us that in a true com-
munity people “have learned how to
listen to each other and not reject each
other.”

Some 30 years ago my classmates
and I had a community of sorts. At

least we thought we had. Maybe it’s
more accurate to say we had a pseudo-
community.

We thought we were dwelling in
unity, but we made the classic mistake
of confusing unity with conformity. If
truth be known, we were less in agree-
ment about the important issues in life
than we could ever imagine.

We could not step from behind our
masks long enough to reveal it, and, if

we had revealed it, some of us, includ-
ing me, would not only have refused
to listen but would have rejected out
of hand both the message and the mes-
senger.

So there we were, 30 years later,
and in one short weekend we were
able to build the start of a community,

a real community, the one we only
thought we had built when we were
young, and this in spite of the different
paths so many of us have taken.

Again, from M. Scott Peck: “There
is a fantasy abroad. Simply stated, it
goes like this: If we can resolve our
conflicts, then someday we shall be
able to live together in community.
Could it be that we have it totally
backward? And that the real dream

should be, if we can live together in
community, then someday we shall be
able to resolve our conflicts?”

There is something special about
the Class of ’76. By learning to tran-
scend our differences we built a foun-
dation that, if we are diligent, can
carry into eternity.

Time teaches that strength and
meaning come from relationships,
from people and a God you can count
on, from those who will stand shoul-
der to shoulder and fight back to
back.

For such a time as this, the ties that
bind us will keep us strong, for the
devil will conquer only if we divide.

For such a time as this, with our
world bordering on insanity, those we

love and trust are God’s servants for
our strength and encouragement.

For such a time as this, our com-
munity can encourage our commit-
ment to be salt and light to this sick
world.

After a weekend of listening and
not rejecting, I came to understand the
words of David in Psalm 133: “How
good and how pleasant it is for
brethren to dwell together in unity.”

We might have points of doctrinal
difference, but all of us from the Class
of ’76 had a desire to serve our Lord
and Savior.

The divisions of denominational af-
filiation notwithstanding, the ties that
bind are stronger than the disagree-
ments that divide.

When Christ returns I plan to ask
Him, “Was I right or was he right?”

I hope I know what the answer will
be: “Lenny, you were right about
some things, and he was right about
some things. But there was one thing
you all had right. Everyone knew you
were My disciples by the love you had
for one another.”

Ties that bind are stronger than the disagreements that divide

At AC we had made the classic mistake of confusing unity
with conformity. If truth be known, we were less in agreement
about the important issues in life than we could ever imagine.

Thais have 100 times the variety of fruit
some flavoring that reminded me of Big
Red soda without the carbonation.

The flavoring was poured in with
some water and a bunch of ice, so it
was like some really cold, really sweet
soup that overpowers the flavors of all
the other ingredients, leading me to
believe the ingredients are mainly there
for the texture.

Tribute to fruit
The really fun stuff is the fruit. Mr.

[Leon] Sexton’s son
just took his Thai wife
back to the United
States to meet the fam-
ily for the first time.
When she returned she
told me she missed the
fruit in Thailand while
she was there.

I understand why. The Thais seem to
have 100 times the variety of fruit that
we have.

Noah and Isaak are getting quite fond
of lum-yai, which sort of reminds me of
a grape, or at least the meat of the fruit
reminds me of the meat of a grape. Other
than that it has a dark-brown pit and a
tough, thin, tan skin that you have to peel
off. They are about the size of a large
marble. There seems to be a variety of
fruit that have similarities to lum-yai.

Then there are the crazy things that
look like a Koosh ball. They are bright

pink with rubbery hairs sticking out all
over. When you peel them the peel
seems rather like an orange or grape-
fruit peel.

Just because I am a glutton for pun-
ishment I tried some fresh durian.
Durian is a giant, spiky (that could
leave a wound), greenish-yellow fruit.
You hack it open and inside is a soft,
cream-colored meat.

The Thais describe it as having a
strong flavor. What they don’t tell you is
that it is a strong dirty-gym-sock flavor. I

was hoping that a fresh durian might have
a better taste, but, as you might have
guessed, I was disappointed.

Farewell to Anita
Well, let’s see, I was going to talk

about Anita this time, but I cannot say
much more than I already said. Anita
was from a Karen refugee camp on the
Thai side of the Burmese border. She
had to go back home because she was
being immigrated to another country.

We were sorry to see her go. She was
pretty good at English already because
one of her parents was an English

teacher. She helped with a lot of the
translating. She was also a sweet girl,
and the other students relied on her a
lot. She is missed.

Christian soccer
Other than that, the students are excited

because they got Stephanie to campaign
for them to play in a soccer tournament
with other Christian churches in Chiang
Mai. Now they play soccer every chance
they get, even well into dinnertime, which
is significant because if the students are on

time for anything it is
lunch and dinner.

They knew I could
play soccer because I
watched the World
Cup with them and
actually knew rules,
so they kept asking

me when I was going to play with them.
Last week I finally did. It was rain-

ing, of course, and I left my cleats at
home, so it was more like Slip ’n Slide
than soccer.

Even now they want me on the team.
I’m not sure what the rules are for let-
ting girls play, but I’m game. This could
be a lot of fun.

Mr. Sexton has left for the States this
month and we are left here to manage
things with his son in his place. Next
month’s update might be interesting. As
Mr. Sexton says, when the cat’s away
the mice will play!

Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

CLASS REUNION—The Class of 1976 sits and stands for a photo. Seated, first row, from left: Vera Mahone Gibbs,
Coppell, Texas; Patty Bogol Gaugler, Selinsgrove, Pa.; Mary Dean Roscoe, Bothell, Wash.; Lenny Cacchio, Lee’s Summit,
Mo.; Scott Ashley, Arvada, Colo.; Joan Abstein Osborn, Fillmore, Ind.; Gail Groves, Geneva, Ohio; Paul Crim Frazee,
Independence, Mo. Seated, second row: Murdock “Doc” Gibbs, Coppell; Jill Pilkington Gully and Mark Gully, Georgetown,
Texas. Standing: Kay Duke Overstreet and Bob Overstreet, Mendham, N.J.; Tim Cockrell, Carrollton, Texas; Laura Tomich
Worthen and James Worthen, Big Sandy, Texas; Angie Mohler Kelley, Hawkins, Texas; Tom Crabb, Big Sandy; Linda Moll
Smith, Tyler, Texas; Rex Sexton, Gig Harbor, Wash.; Jolinda Jenkins Schreiber, Albert Lea, Minn.; Russ Edwards, Burbank,
Calif.; Jim Rivers and Faith Hull Rivers, Sandy Hook, Va.; Greg Doudna, Bellingham, Wash.; Fay Hull, Pasadena, Calif.
Attending but not in picture: Jennifer Agee Halprin, Irvine, Calif.; Larry Maxwell, Farmers Branch, Texas; Charles Melear
and Jacque Melear, Fort Collins, Colo. [Photo by Scott Ashley]
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The Thais describe durian as having a
strong flavor. What they don’t tell you is that

it is a strong dirty-gym-sock flavor.



TEMECULA, Calif.—Longtime
Church of God member and
evangelist Raymond F. McNair

announced Aug. 22 he had canceled
his plans for sponsoring a Feast of
Tabernacles site for 2006.

Mr. McNair, 76, noted that “contin-
uing serious health problems,” origi-
nating from prostate cancer, have cur-
tailed his church-related activities.

However, Mr. McNair said in a let-
ter dated Aug. 22 to supporters of his
ministry that his cancer appears to be
“arrested” or possibly “totally eradi-
cated.” Still, he said, “I will not know
until further tests.”

Mr. McNair and his wife, Eve, have
received well-wishes from around the
world.

“My wife and I wish to wholeheart-
edly thank you brethren scattered
across the globe for the cards, letters
and E-mails expressing your loving
concern and assurance of your contin-
ual prayers for my complete healing,”
he wrote.

“We have received well over 1,100
signatures from brethren, including
ministers from various congregations
of the Churches of God. We deeply
appreciate your support and prayers.”

Mr. McNair noted that God’s ser-
vants must sometimes suffer debilitat-
ing health problems.

“During the long history of God’s
true Church,” he wrote, “some of
God’s servants have
suffered serious ill-
nesses. The Bible
says that the Prophet
Elisha died of some
kind of illness.”

Mr. McNair en-
couraged his sup-
porters to travel to
various Feast sites,
e v e n  though he
would not be able to
be with them.

“Many of you
will be disappointed
in having to observe
this Feast in your
own homes or with
another Church of
God group,” he said.

“Jesus Christ and
the Apostle Paul ob-
served God’s Feasts
with the Jews who
did not accept or
practice a number of
important Truths,
which Christ and His
apostles held dear.”

Mr. McNair noted
that his illness had made it impossible
lately for him to walk, but “I am hope-

ful that God will strengthen me so that
my wife and I will not have to observe

this Feast alone in our
home . . . I thank God
that this illness has not
affected my mental ca-
pacity to worship God
and serve Him, thereby
preventing my wife and
me from carrying on
with important ministe-
rial duties.”

Mr. McNair men-
tioned THE JOURNAL in
his letter, quoting a com-
ment from a supporter in
Australia:

“I had the chance to
read your article in THE
JOURNAL [November-De-
cember 2005 issue] about
not idolizing ministers
and thought it was ab-
solutely ‘spot on’as they
say down here. I don’t
think  you could have put
it any better. Well done!
I hope that some of the
ministry will read it.”

Write Mr. and Mrs.
McNair at P.O. Box
893909, Temecula, Calif.

92589, U.S.A. Visit the church’s Web
site at www.cog21.org.
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Barn Party Weekend

HELENVILLE, Wis.—Join old
friends from the Churches of
God in Wisconsin for the annual
Barn Party Weekend of fun and
fellowship Friday through
Sunday, Oct. 27-29.

Other events on those three
days: Bible studies for adults
and youths, a hymn-along,
interactive services and a
pancake breakfast.

Camping spaces are available.
For more information contact

Hal or Scarlet Geiger at
halgeiger@hotmail.com or
(262) 593-5637.

Mark Armstrong reports

FLINT, Texas—Mark
Armstrong, administrator of the
Intercontinental Church of God,
noted Sept. 15 that it had been
three years since his father,
Garner Ted Armstrong, died.

The Garner Ted Armstrong
program continues as a popular
telecast, Mr. Armstrong said.

“This week’s program brought
in 719 requests on the subject of
heaven, with 333 first-time
contacts. Next week we will air a
program offering the new paper-
back edition of The Real Jesus.
It will be the last program on the
i Network until we resume in the
first quarter.”

For more information about
the ICG and the Garner Ted
Armstrong Evangelistic
Association, go to www.
garnertedarmstrong.ws.

Winter Family Tournament

CINCINNATI, Ohio—
Everybody is invited to the 10th
annual Winter Family Tourna-
ment in Lexington, Ky.,
announced organizer Jim
O’Brien.

“The Winter Family Tourna-
ment was first conceived in the
late ’70s in Amarillo, Texas,” Mr.
O’Brien said. “We revived the
idea in Cincinnati in 1997 as a
place for families to meet and
connect with other Christians
with similar beliefs in a warm
and friendly atmosphere.”

In 1997 Mr. O’Brien’s congre-
gation was affiliated with the
United Church of God.

“It was a risk financially [in
1997] since it was entirely sub-
sidized by the local congrega-
tion,” he said. “The risk paid off
as the tournament rapidly out-
grew the facilities and we were
forced to move to Lexington,
Ky., in 2002.”

Since 2002, when Mr.
O’Brien’s congregation, the
Church of God Cincinnati,
became no longer affiliated with
the UCG, both the congregation
and the UCG have sponsored
similar activities on the same
weekend in December.

The Lexington schedule will
include fellowship, inspirational
messages, basketball, dances
and “cheap food.”

See www.cogcincinnati.org/
pages/tournament.html for more
information, including registration
forms, schedules and photos
from last year.

LCG baptisms

ARROYO GRANDE, Calif.—
The operator of the cogwriter.com
Web site says the television and
radio efforts of the Living Church
of God have significantly added
to that church’s membership
numbers.

The Tomorrow’s World broad-
cast of the LCG, based in
Charlotte, N.C., is on about 195
television and 17 radio stations
around the world, announced
Robert Thiel, an LCG member
who operates cogwriter.com.

As of August, television has
added more than 400 members
to the church in the United
States and Canada. These are
people whose first contact was
the telecast over the past seven
years who were subsequently
baptized.

Another 400 people, who were
members of other Church of
God groups, joined with Living
as a result of the telecast.

About one out of each 600 TV
viewers added to Living’s mailing
list is coming to baptism, Dr.
Thiel said.

For TV viewers who have
been on the church’s subscrip-
tion list for seven years, an aver-
age of one person out of 200 is
being baptized.

Back in the pre-1986
Worldwide Church of God, only
one out of each 1,000 TV
viewers on the mailing list was
baptized, Dr. Thiel said. From
January 1999 to the present, a
total of 1,550 individuals have
been baptized in the Living
Church of God from all sources.

AmbassadorUniversity.com
enrolls 1,000 members

PHOENIXVILLE, Pa.—Darwin
Sanoy’s AmbassadorUniversity.
com Web site has reached 1,000
members, Mr. Sanoy reports.

“Today I approved member
number 1,000,” he told THE
JOURNAL Sept. 20. “It has been a
great experience to see the com-
munity grow so quickly.”

The site is a nonprofit effort to
help Ambassador College and
Ambassador University alumni—
graduates and other former stu-
dents—keep in contact with
each other. The site opened its
virtual doors back in January.

“I have heard estimates of the
total student count of
Ambassador being around
20,000,” Mr. Sanoy said. “If we’ve
tapped 5 percent in months, that
is excellent and I would think
more than enough to find all
grads who are active on the
Internet via friend-of-a-friend-of-
a-friend relationships.”

The best part of his job is
hearing stories of former
Ambassador students “finding
long lost friends or discovering
a friend already lives close
by or connecting with friends
when traveling to other places.”

Former AC and AU students
may register for membership on
the site at AmbassadorUniver-
sity.com. Write Mr. Sanoy at
darwin@ambassadoruniversity.
com or 146 Forge Hill Ln.,
Phoenixville, Pa. 19460, U.S.A.

Raymond McNair’s cancer may be ‘arrested’
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FEAST 2005—Raymond and
Eve McNair observe the Feast
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God 21st Century Web site]


