
The writer, a onetime member of
the Worldwide Church of God, is
assistant director for news and infor-
mation of the General Conference of
Seventh-day Adventists in Silver
Spring, Md. The opinions expressed
in this article are his own.

By Mark A. Kellner

ROCKVILLE, Md.—“The saints
at Ephesus send their greet-
ings!”

I used those words to sign off when
writing E-mails home from the Sev-
enth-day Adventist Church’s Second
International Bible Conference, held
in Ephesus, Izmir Province, Turkey,
July 7-17.

It was my first visit to what is some-
times called Asia Minor, and, yes, it

was a revelatory experience.
While the Bible Conference and its

proceedings were of primary interest to
Seventh-day Adventist Church mem-
bers, some discussions may have been
of interest to other Sabbatarians.1

Of greater interest to readers of THE
JOURNAL, however, are probably the days
our group spent wandering through the
Turkish countryside looking at the
ruins of the ancient “Seven Cities of
Revelation,” as well as a side visit to
Patmos, Greece.

For those interested in Bible proph-
ecy and in understanding Revelation
more completely, a visit to these
cities—in person or via videos such as
the Drive Through History series2—is
something I highly recommend. After
seeing some of the background, you’ll

look at these verses – and, indeed, all of
Revelation—in a different light.

Turkey is a heavily majority-Muslim
nation of around
70.4 million peo-
ple. I’ve heard
claims there are
200,000 Chris-
tians in Turkey,
but those believ-
ers seem few and
far between. The
CIA World Fact-
book, an authori-
tative source, lists

the religious breakdown: 99.8 percent
Muslim and 0.2 percent “other,” mean-
ing “mostly Christians and Jews.” 3

That’s worth noting up front be-
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3 Bill Jacobs wonders if we have a
blind spot that obscures our teens

3 Eric Snow answers a big question:
Can Christians become God?

4 Mark Kellner snaps photos of the
seven cities of Revelation 2-3

5 James McBride asks about your
shielding from the adversity to come
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The following is a report from a
24-year-old Church of God member
who traveled to the International
Leadership Training Center, operat-
ed by Legacy Institute in Chiang
Mai, Thailand. Miss Seelig serves
there with the aid of a scholarship
from the Church of God Cincinnati
and the Church of God Big Sandy.

By Stacey Seelig

CHIANG MAI, Thailand—
Sunday, July 9, 2006: We
had our own July 4 celebra-

tion. It was a
lot of fun. The
Thai word for
fun is sanook,
and the Thais
love it when
things are sa-
nook.

We played
volleyball and
soccer, then
we had fire-
works.

We could not buy the expensive
fireworks, the ones used for the 60th
anniversary of the king’s coronation.

However, when we saw what the
cheap ones were like, we were left to
wonder what the other ones would

have looked like. The cheap ones
(probably less than $1 or $2 each in
U.S. currency) would have gone for
$20 or more in America.

At the end of our show Brian and
Stephanie sang the National An-
them. Then the rain poured and we
had to shuttle everyone back to the
school and skip the bonfire. Instead,
we had chicken hot dogs and
watched Narnia at the school.

My classes are moving along. I
am still feeling my way around what
the students do know and, more
important, what I have to teach them
first before I can really continue with
my material. That is the hardest part
in both my computer-design and
second-year-English classes.

You have to have a certain
amount of computer knowledge to
use computers properly. For in-
stance, you have to know that the
mouse primarily uses a left click, not
a right click.

My students are still trying to
understand what I mean by “click,”
“click and hold” and “click and
drag.” As a result, I am learning a
whole lot more about patience.

Trust me, if you ever want to
learn patience just try teaching a

People working together brings
better results for everybody

Sabbatarian explorer discovers the seven cities of
Asia Minor to be educational in their revelations

F or the 10th year THE JOUR-
NAL is publishing a monthly
listing of sites and dates of

Feast of Tabernacles observances.
Members of Church of God and

other Sabbatarian Christian fel-
lowships will meet at several hun-
dred Feast sites this year. Now is
the time to send in your Feast con-
tact, location and date information.

When submitting information,
writers should state the dates (on
the Gregorian calendar) on which
their observance (including the
Last Great Day) will fall in 2006.
Otherwise THE JOURNAL will as-
sume each observance will begin
the evening of Friday, Oct. 6, and
run through Saturday, Oct. 14.

Send to info@thejournal.org or
P.O. Box 1020, Big Sandy, Texas
75755, U.S.A.

For more information see the
third installment of this year’s
listing on page 6 of this issue.

Announce
your site for
Feast 2006

THE APOCALYPSE NOW—JOURNAL reader Mark Kellner of Rockville, Md.,
recently visited the Isle of Patmos in Greece and the areas of the seven churches
of Revelation 2 and 3 in Turkey and furnished this newspaper with a photographic
and verbal account of his travels. The above picture shows the ruins of the library
of Celsius in Ephesus. See Mr. Kellner’s article beginning on this page and more of
his photos on page 4. [Photo by Mark A. Kellner]

WCG is settling into new
home office 20 miles east
GLENDORA, Calif. — The

Worldwide Church of God has
settled into its new headquar-

ters here, at 2011 E. Financial Way.
Fifty-eight years after church

founder Herbert W. Armstrong set up
shop in Pasadena with the then Radio
Church of God and its Ambassador
College, the current pastor general
and president, Joseph Tkach Jr., led
the move 20 miles east, to Glendora.

As reported in a short movie view-
able at the church’s Web site, the
move took place in late April.

A WCG vice
president, Mike
Feazel l ,  sa id
“emotional hur-
dles” were giv-
ing way to “ex-
citement” sur-
rounding a “new
beginning and
getting started in
a new location.”

Mr. Tkach said
moving can be
fun. “One of the
fun parts of this
move is that it
feels like we’re going to have a new
beginning, get back into the higher-
quality magazine that we now have
with Odyssey [Christian Odyssey, a
church publication] and also to start
doing some video clips to send out.”

Several church employees inter-
viewed for the movie talked of “fresh
starts,” “hugs,” a “closer setting,”
“missing the old grounds,” “lights
out” and “the end of a chapter.”

Mat Morgan, church treasurer,
commented that “we’ve been working
on this transition now for 10 years,
really.”

The church completed the move in
three days, April 24-26. The new
building formerly housed an engi-
neering firm that decided to move its
offices to Nevada.

The church will lease out some
space on the first floor to other com-
panies and will occupy the entire sec-
ond floor. 

Mr. Tkach said he had earlier com-
mented to fellow church members
that, “if God wants us in here, we’re
going to get in here.”

The move is part of a series of
steps to reduce
expenses after
the church suf-
fered a dimin-
ishing member-
ship and income
beginning a cou-
ple of years after
Mr. Armstrong’s
death, in 1986.

During that
time income is
said to have fall-
en from about
$170 million a
year  to  about

$25 million. The two-story facility in
Glendora replaces numerous build-
ings on 48 acres in Pasadena.

The church has sold most of the
Pasadena property to two private reli-
gious groups, Maranatha High School
and Harvest Rock Church, and a real-
estate developer, the Sares-Regis
Group.

The remaining land, about 17 acres
bordering Orange Grove Boulevard,
is up for sale.

For more information about the
Worldwide Church of God see
www.wcg.org.

CHIANG MAI, Thailand—Legacy Institute
founder Leon Sexton announced a report on the
Kachinland branch of Legacy School.

The report is from Lazum Brang, a Church of God
member and elder who lives in Kachinland and is asso-
ciated with Mr. Sexton and his
staff at Legacy Institute and its
Leadership Training Center in
Thailand. Kachinland is an area
of Myanmar.

Mr. Lazum reports an en-
rollment of four: two young
men (Gumaan Awng and a Mr.
Lalbiakkima) and two young
women (Seng Mai and Ja
Pawk). Instruction includes a
class in the English language by
principal Seng Awng and a
Bible class by Mr. Lazum.

“Then the students go to work on the church com-
pound,” helping produce an organic-vegetable garden,
Mr. Lazum said.

“What truly amazes me—and humbles me—is that
this school is successfully up and running according to
the Legacy pattern learned in Thailand, and we are not
there to oversee it,” Mr. Sexton said.

Legacy branch reports Congregation sponsors
six Tabernacles sites

BIG SANDY—The Church of God Big Sandy
will sponsor six sites for the 2006 Feast of
Tabernacles, which it will observe from Friday

evening, Oct. 6, through Saturday, Oct. 14.
“We tried to have a sev-

enth site this year in Squaw
Valley [Calif.],” comment-
ed Dave Havir, pastor of the
congregation.

“Even though we negoti-
ated a significant reduction
in the normal housing rates
of the Squaw Valley–Lake
Tahoe area, we did not feel
that their bottom-line prices
were acceptable for our
needs.”

The six Feast sites are in Big Sandy (since 1995),
Destin, Fla. (since 1998), Angel Fire, N.M. (since
2000), Myrtle Beach, S.C. (since 2003), Rapid City,
S.D. (since 2004), and Branson, Mo. (new last year).

Anyone interested in receiving information about the
Feast sites may call (800) 946-5545.See IT’S HARD TO BE, page 5

See VISIT SEVEN, page 4

Stacey Seelig

NEW HQ—This is a view of the World-
wide Church of God’s new home office
in Glendora, Calif.

Lazum Brang

Mark Kellner



By John Warren

BIG SANDY, Texas—Residents
of the Big Sandy area celebrat-
ed Independence Day with a

parade, food, music and fireworks in
what was billed as “Explosion in the
Park,” sponsored by the Big Sandy
Chamber of Commerce.

The music makers at Big Sandy
City Park, on Wildcat Drive, included
Highway 80, which is a music group
of Church of God members who be-
gan playing and singing together
about two years ago.

Band members for the Fourth of
July event included Wayne and Jo-
anne Woodring of Whitehouse, Carl
Akins and Bo Akins of Big Sandy (Bo
Akins was filling in for Karl Wilson, a
band member who was out of town),
Linda Foster of Gladewater, Wynn
Skelton of White Oak and Mark Wynn
of Longview.

THE JOURNAL asked Mr. Woodring
how the band was booked for the cel-
ebration.

“Linda Foster had read about the
July 4 celebration coming up in the
local paper,” he said. “So she made
some calls to several different people
to find out what they might be looking
for in the way of entertainment. With
finally finding the right person to talk
to, she said that we would be available

to play if they wanted us to.”
As a result of that conversation,

event organizers asked the band to
play.

The band mostly plays for church
dances but has also performed for

other activities including a
recent engagement for the
Tyler chapter of the Boys and
Girls Club.

“It was very enjoyable for
us to play for the Big Sandy
July 4 celebration,” Mr.
Woodring said. “The people
are so nice and friendly and
it’s a great setting to play at.
Rick Peterson does a good
job with the sound for the
event, and the whole experi-
ence was such an enjoyable
one for us.”

Mr. Peterson is a member
of New Beginnings, the local
Worldwide Church of God
congregation. Mr. Peterson
had set up the bandstand and
sound system for the pro-
gram.

Mr. Woodring talked about
the sights and sounds that
concluded the day’s events.

“Let me put in a little plug
for Big Sandy’s fireworks
show that they put on,” he

said. “It was awesome. It’s amazing
that a town the size of Big Sandy puts
on a fireworks show that exceeds the
efforts of towns many times their size.
They put forth a lot of money and
effort for the citizens’ entertainment.”
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Time-sensitive
material

Please rush!

David Smith dies
BIG SANDY, Texas—David P.

Smith of Big Sandy died July 12
after a long illness.

Mr. Smith, 58, was a graduate
of Ambassador College, Big
Sandy, a U.S. Army veteran, a
home builder, a former city coun-
cilman and mayor of Big Sandy
and a member of the Worldwide
Church of God.

Survivors include Mr. Smith’s
wife, Linda
Moll Smith, a
former writer
for indepen-
dent Church
of God news-
papers In
Transition
and THE
JOURNAL;
sons Shane
Smith, Rory
Smith and
Rafferty

Smith; five sisters; and four
brothers.

Write Mrs. Smith at P.O. Box
409, Big Sandy, Texas 75755,
U.S.A.

Death and resurrection
FLINT, Texas—Mark

Armstrong announced that the
Garner Ted Armstrong television
program is airing on the “i net-
work” (formerly Pax TV) on
Thursday mornings at 6:30
eastern time.

A recent program was on the
death and resurrection and
brought (together with responses
from other stations) 576
responses, including 270 new
responders.

Another recent program, offer-
ing a booklet called Is Jesus
God?, attracted 250 responses,
Mr. Armstrong said.

Contact the GTA Evangelical
Association and the Inter-
continental Church of God at
P.O. Box 747, Flint, Texas 75762,
U.S.A., or (903) 561-7070. Visit
the association on the Web at
www.garnertedarmstrong.ws.

67 percent increase
FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.—

THE JOURNAL’s Web site has had
67 percent more visitors in the
first eight months of 2006 than in
the same period a year ago,
announced Alan Ruth.

“The site has served 232,533
visitors as of Aug. 25, Mr. Ruth,
THE JOURNAL’s Web-site
manager, said.

To place advertisements on
the site, contact Mr. Ruth at
alan@thejournal.org, or see
www.thejournal.org/ads/
adrates.html.

In Transition articles found
FARMINGTON HILLS, Mich.—

Alan Ruth, who manages THE
JOURNAL’s Web site (www.
thejournal.org), announced the
posting of articles from In Tran-
sition, an independent Church of
God newspaper published by
John Robinson in Decatur, Ind.,
in the 1990s.

In Transition published 22
monthly issues, from May 1995
through January 1997.

Articles newly posted include

reports of a board member of
the UCG recommending that
local congregations accept
members’ tithes; a list of elders
fired or retired from the
Worldwide Church of God; an
interview with Dr. Roderick
Meredith; Hank Hanegraaff’s
claim that he was instrumental in
the WCG’s doctrinal changes;
and “Did WCG Leaders Have a
Doctrinal Agenda?,” from the
August 1995 issue.

The direct link to the IT arti-
cles is www.thejournal.org/
in-transition. The special section
of THE JOURNAL’s Web site is
dedicated to the memory of Mr.
Robinson.

ABC of the UCG

MILFORD, Ohio—The United
Church of God’s Ambassador
Bible Center, under the direction
of the church’s ministerial-
services department, graduated
a class of 53 Aug. 13.

The class is the largest ever
for the program, which consists
of instruction mostly centered on
Bible topics for a term of about
seven months.

This year’s class brings to 374
the total number of graduates
over ABC’s several years of exis-
tence. A church spokesman
commented that 45 students
have already been accepted for
the 2007 session.

For more information see
www.ucg.org.

Another CLA

HOT SPRINGS, Ark.—The
Christian Leadership Academy
(CLA) has started up a new
organization to preach to the

general pub-
lic, the
Christian
Leaders
Assembly,
announced
Billy Stefek of
Killeen,
Texas, a CLA
official.

Mr. Stefek
announced
live weekly

teleconference messages
designed for the general public
at 3:30 p.m. each Sabbath. To
listen in, call (563) 843-5600 and
enter the code 435211#.

The connection is free; the
only cost is normal long-distance
charges from your phone
company.

For a list of weekly messages
visit www.cl-academy.org. Write
Mr. Stefek at bstefek@
hot.rr.com.

New book

BRISBANE, Australia—
Australian John Morgan, a for-
mer Worldwide Church of God
member, has published a new
book, Flying Free, that he thinks
may be of interest to Church of
God members who don’t attend
church anywhere.

For information on buying the
book on CD, go to www.
flyingfree.zoomshare.com.

COG members play and sing at July 4 event
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David Smith

THE BIG BANG—With the aid of his digital cam-
era and tripod, a photographer captures one of the
explosions in the park during the Big Sandy Fourth
of July fireworks display. [Photo by Rob Payne]

Billy Stefek


